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BY MEGAN RIESZ
Whole Foods is bringing 

a whole lot of competition to 
Brooklyn grocers.

The  long-awaited  Gow-
anus Whole Foods Market, 
Brooklyn’s fi rst, opened its 
doors at 8 am on Tuesday, 
letting in a crush of hungry 
kale seekers, some of whom 
said they will be trading trips 

to their old standby stores 
for the one-stop-organic-
shopping experience of the 
spanking new chain outlet 
alongside the fetid Gowanus 
Canal.

“I’ve been hoping for 
Whole Foods since we moved 
here three years ago,” said 
Windsor Terrace resident 
Deb Lynch, who is planning 

to spend less time at Fairway 
Market in Red Hook now that 
the green machine is open. “I 
think I’ll still go to Fairway, 
but maybe there will be a few 
things less that I buy there 
that I’ll buy here now.”

Some 300 shoppers gath-
ered outside the gleaming 
edifi ce on Third Avenue at 

BY COLIN MIXSON
Overzealous city work-

ers are chopping down 
healthy trees when they 
should only be carting away 
those claimed by Hurricane 
Sandy, claim arbor-loving 
residents in Mill Basin.

“That tree is still alive, 
there’s nothing wrong with 
it, and they’re going to kill 

it,” said George Marinello.
Marinello was at work 

on Dec. 3, when a city con-
tractor started hacking the 
limbs off of two trees next to 
his Whitman Drive home on 
the corner of E. 66th Street.

But he couldn’t fi gure 
out why. The Mill Basin 
man said that those particu-

Continued on page 10
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Locals: State must sign off on 
Marty’s Coney theater plan

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The Council voted to approve 

Borough President Markowitz’s 
dream of constructing an amphi-
theater in Coney Island’s Childs 
Building — but technicality could 
still derail the plan, say the keep-
ers of a garden the project would 
uproot.

Representatives of the Board-
walk Garden,  a W. 22nd commu-

nity garden the project would 
plow under , claim that the new 
venue would eat up chunks of 
city parkland — meaning the 
proposal cannot move forward 
without state approval. But the 
Parks Department says that none 
of the parcels are parkland —  de-
spite city maps showing the exact 
opposite .

Continued on page 12
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BY JAIME LUTZ
The state is willing to hand 

over the keys to Long Island Col-
lege Hospital rather than turning 
it into condos, State University of 
New York offi cials announced at a 
Tuesday meeting.

University board members 
were scheduled to vote on a 
whether to consider a bid to con-
vert the hospital that sits on land 
valued at $500-million into a lux-
ury condominium complex with 
an urgent care center, but delayed 
the decision, offering to let mayor-
elect Bill DeBlasio’s city govern-
ment take over the hospital in-
stead. Advocates for keeping the 
155-year-old institution open say 
the move is a big win.

“We are stunned,” said Jeff 
Strabone, a member of the Cobble 
Hill Association and anti-closure 
activist. “This is a victory.”

Members of the board of trust-
ees for the state university, which 
runs the hospital and has been 
trying to shutter it since Febru-
ary, said at Tuesday’s meeting 
that they were uneasy about the 
actions the state had taken to 
close the hospital despite court 
orders barring such maneuvers. 

WHOLE FISHES: Whole 
Foods opened on Dec. 17 
with eye-popping displays.

CHILDS 
PLAN 
SNAG

‘Whole’-hearted embraceTears for trees

State to 
city: You 
run LICH

Jalil Gasby, 7, of Red Hook, tells Santa what he wants for Christmas at 
Aviator’s breakfast with Santa event.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

Checking his list
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

Jewelry EX
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.

Onofrio D. Oro

Gold, Platinum, Silver, Diamond Jewelry Collections
ESQ Movado, Offi cina Del Tempo, Nomination, Citizen Watches

Overstocked Merchandise
From The Queen Mary Cruise Line

UP TO 40% OFF 
SELECT WATCHES

USE OUR FREE LAYAWAY PLAN

We Buy Gold For Top Prices!

718.680.5723
CALL FOR HOLIDAY HOURS 

OPEN LATE
ON FIFTH

7407 5th Avenue | Brooklyn, NY
FINE JEWELRY

All original designs & custom made orders

New Selection of Engagement Rings
Free bottle of champagne with purchase!

If we’re good enough for the Queen, we’re good enough for you!

BY MEGAN RIESZ
Shake the dust off those 

skates and tape up your 
hockey sticks.

Workers are putting the 
fi nal touches on Prospect 
Park’s long-awaited ice skat-
ing complex and we got an 
advance look at the regal 
rinks that await. Outgoing 
Mayor Bloomberg stopped 
by Tuesday’s ribbon cutting 
as part of a citywide legacy-
cementing tour and touted 
the virtues of the shred cen-
ter.

“This 26-acre restora-
tion of Lakeside builds on 
the park’s natural beauty — 
and helps restore the park’s 
original vision — while also 
including modern ameni-
ties and green infrastruc-
ture that will help sustain 
the park for years to come,” 
Bloomberg said.

The Samuel J. and Ethel 
LeFrak Center at Lakeside 
will boast two 450-person ca-
pacity rinks, one equipped 

for hockey under a starry-
night-adorned overhang, 
and the other, connected 
rink out in the open.

A cafe will serve burg-
ers, milkshakes, and salads, 
but whatever the merits of 
the eatery’s menu, they will 
not help when it comes to 
getting a health department 
certifi cation in time for the 
opening. Without it, the cafe 
may be shuttered on the big 
day and the park may call 
in food trucks for reinforce-
ments, a spokesman said.

When we stopped by on 
Wednesday, workers were 
still landscaping, bolting 
tables into place, shaping 
up an entrance path, and in-
stalling lights. But the rinks 
were ready to go.

The center’s two rinks 
will be used for ice-skating, 
skate school, and hockey 
practice from November 
to March and the covered 
rink will be re-purposed 
for roller-skating from 

April to October. 
The overhaul also came 

with pedestrian pathways, 
picnic areas, a lake-shore 
dock, a 15,000-gallon cistern 
to catch rainwater and use 
it for irrigation, and a re-
vamping of Music Island, 
which once hosted concerts 
but will now be an animal 
refuge.

A spokeswoman for the 
center said the workers com-
pleted the entire project on 
time and within budget, but 
it had a little help from the 
accountants who raised the 
budget to $74-million in 2008 
from an estimate of $50-mil-
lion in 2007.

Ice skating admission will 
be $6 on weekdays and $8 on 
weekends and holidays, but 
entry to the LeFrak Center 
cafe and event space will be 
free. Every Monday, exclud-
ing holidays, children 12 and 
younger will skate for free 
between 3 an d 6 pm. Skate 
rentals run $5 per pair.

FIRST IN LINE: Kids christened the LeFrak Center rinks at the ribbon-cutting ceremony on Dec. 17. 
 Photo by Paul Martinka

P’Park premieres 
new skate rink

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

Brooklyn’s Premier Entertainment Guide
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BY NATHAN TEMPEY
Don’t look down, but do look 

back.
That is what Borough Presi-

dent Markowitz, who leaves Bor-
ough Hall in less than two weeks, 
seems to be saying from his perch 
in a reindeer-drawn sleigh in his 
Christmas card this year.

Each of the Beep’s  past   holiday  
dispatches have highlighted and 
made light of the year’s biggest bor-
ough stories from his perspective, 
as rendered by Portland cartoon-
ist Dennis Adler. But this winter’s 
takes the kitchen-sink approach 
to the past 12 years, cramming the 
geographically footloose card with 
references to big borough changes 
old and new. For instance, the Nets 

spin basketballs alongside a fi lm 
crew, a stone’s throw from a massive 
thoroughfare that is a mishmash of 
the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway, 
Flatbush Avenue, and Cadman 
Plaza, but bearing two bike lanes. 
Markowitz lampooned  the Prospect 

Park West bike lane  in  his 
2010 Christmas card , but 
generalized  his disdain  
in this year’s, writing, as 
part of a song sung to the 
tune but not the rhyme 
scheme of “The Twelve 
Days of Christmas,” “too 
many bike lanes” in the 
place of “eight maids-a-
milking.”

But more on that ditty 
in a moment.

It is clear that Markowitz wants 
us card recipients to do some ac-
counting of his time in offi ce, so let 
us run the numbers on this year’s 
missive.

Number of Christmas trees: 
Seven, including four growing on a 

roof and one strapped to the back of 
a car.

Menorahs: Three, but the one 
atop the Manhattan-side arches 
of the Brooklyn Bridge gets prime 
placement.

Sports teams: Two. There are 
the Nets, which Markowitz takes 
credit for bringing to Brooklyn, and 
the Islanders, which  he advocated 
for moving  to the Barclays Center 
and which is slated to begin playing 
there in 2015.

Number of carousels: Two. 
The geography is screwy — since 
when is the Navy Yard on the way 
to Red Hook from the Brooklyn 
Bridge? — but we get the picture. 
Navy Yard-side there is Jane’s Car-
ousel, perhaps relocated inland to 

save it from  the next Hurricane 
Sandy , and Coney Island’s B&B Car-
ousell,  reopened this summer  after 
its Sandy-provided saltwater dunk.

Miley Cyrus appearances: 
One. You can tell it is her because of 
the giant foam fi nger, but apparently 
fl esh-colored underwear and twerk-
ing were details too far for the Beep, 
who once ended his State of the Bor-
ough speech at a high school with  a 
performance from a pole dancer .

Boats in the harbor: Two. A 
cruise ship, apparently in or headed 
for Red Hook, where  Markowitz 
hailed the arrival of luxury lin-
ers   in 2005 , and a ferry in the East 
River. Interestingly, the boat is a 
 New York Water Taxi  and not an 

The Courier runs the numbers on Borough President Markowitz’s fi nal holiday card

SIGNING OFF: Marty and Jamie signed the card 
with a version of one of the Beep’s co-opted catch-
phrase. Dennis Adler

BEEP BRINGS HOLIDAY CHEER
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Continued on page 10
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY MEGAN RIESZ
The second phase of con-

struction on the fi rst and 
only Atlantic Yards tower 
now being built is like a 
game of Jenga in reverse.

Workers began lowering 
apartment module boxes by 
crane onto the steel frame of 
the B2 apartment building at 
the corner of Flatbush Ave-
nue and Dean Street on Tues-
day and the fi nished product 
will be a stack of crash pads 
arranged like a bunch of the 
game’s rectangular pieces 
— only instead of winning 
when the next guy topples it, 
mega-developer Forest City 
Ratner’s payoff comes when 
the structure is one solid box 
fort ready to rent. Company 
reps say the day-and-night 
fl atbed semi trucks turning 
onto one-lane Dean Street 
will be less disruptive for 
neighbors and car commut-
ers than conventional high-
rise construction.

“The thing about the mod-
ular solution here is it limits 
the amount of deliveries, 
even the amount of workers, 
who are on the site,” said Rob 

Sanna, head of construction 
for Forest City Ratner. “In 
terms of impact on commu-
nity, it is signifi cantly less 
because you don’t have the 
many, many truck trips.”

Only a few stories of the 
structure’s metal skeleton 
have been assembled, but it 
is slated to rise to 32 stories 
as the boxes, 930 in all, are 
pegged in to form 363 apart-

ments, half of them renting 
for below-market-rate.

One neighborhood activ-
ist who came out to watch 
the fi rst day of unloading 
bemoaned the low number of 
jobs created by the project.

“Unfortunately, for people 
in this economy, [the module 
construction] is not great for 
labor,” said Rich Sullivan, a 
member of the anti-Atlantic 

Yards group Develop Don’t 
Destroy Brooklyn and resi-
dent of nearby Saint Marks 
Avenue. “It cuts down on the 
amount of people who will be 
working on the project.”

The workers fabricating 
the apartment-in-a-box units 
in a Navy Yard factory are 
all union, but so far there are 
only 72 of them despite an 
earlier Forest City pledge to 
employ 125,  according to the 
magazine Fast Company . 

The modular tower is one 
of three planned around the 
Barclays Center and one of 
16 total, though the company 
has announced no start date 
for construction on any oth-
ers.

On Monday, the company 
fi nalized an agreement to 
sell a four-fi fths stake in the 
project to a Chinese-govern-
ment-owned development 
company. The sale papers 
came a week after the value 
of the project was marked 
down by $250-million, half 
of what Forest City Ratner 
said it has spent so far. The 
Greenland deal comes with 
help paying Ratner’s debt.

Atlantic Yards tower gets first building blocks

RATNER IS READY: (Above) Forest City Ratner head Bruce Rat-
ner watched workers hoist the fi rst fully constructed modular unit 
into place to form the 32-story Atlantic Yards residential building 
known as B2 on Dec. 12. (Right) The fi rst of three below-market-rate 
Atlantic Yards housing units will be the tallest modular building in 
the world. Photos by Stefano Giovannini



D
EC. 22, 2013, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

5



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

DE
C. 

22
, 2

01
3

6

Korenblit & Vasserman, PLLC
TWO OFFICE 
LOCATIONS
www.kovalaw.com
info@kovalaw.com

BROOKLYN
1210 Kings Highway
2nd Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11229

STATEN ISLAND
*By Appointment Only

837 Father Capodanno Blvd.
Suite 2C 
Staten Island, NY 10305

FREE CONSULTATIONS:
Business / Corporate Law

All Commercial And Residential Landlord - Tenant Matters
Administrative Hearings - (DOB, DOH, DOS, SLA, ECB, Unemployment, Medicaid, Medicare, SSI, etc.)

Commercial & Real Estate Transactions
Divorce/Family Law

Wills & Estates  
Employment Law

Medical Malpractice / Nursing Home Neglect / Personal Injury

(718) 336-3390

EXPERIENCED 
ATTORNEYS 
WHO WILL 
PROVIDE YOU WITH 
THE DILIGENT AND 
PERSONALIZED 
REPRESENTATION 
YOU DESERVE

MAIN OFFICE: 718.680.2121  

BRANCH: 718.934.6809 

*Payments based on 8.95% annual percentage rate with automatic loan payments.
Rates are based on credit worthiness. Other rates and terms available. Higher 

loan amounts available. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

NEED 

PERSONAL LOANS AVAILABLE!  
Borrow $10,000 for as little as $300 per month 
APPLY ONLINE, BY PHONE, OR STOP IN

CASH?
HOLIDAY 

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY COLIN MIXSON
The city’s largest pub-

lic golf course has gotten a 
grant from the state to help 
keep its greens green.

The Marine Park Golf 
Course received a $502,900 
“green infrastructure 
grant” to build a rainwa-
ter harvesting system as 
part of  a plan to make the 
course independent of the 
city’s expensive water sup-
ply .

It wasn’t long after Mi-
chael and Adam Giordano 
took the reigns of the city-
owned golf course in 2008 
that the father-son team 
realized their new busi-
ness would wither — both 
fi scally and literally — if 
it continued relying on the 
city’s metered pipes.

The vast course can 
drink up to four million 
gallons of water a year — 
costing the operators a 
staggering and unsustain-
able $1.8 million at current 
rates, with rates going up 
every year.

“Without improving 
the economics, and reduc-
ing our dependence on grid 
energy and city water, the 
park is not going to con-
tinue to grow, or even ex-
ist,” said Adam Giordano.

This was the Giordanos’ 
third try at securing the 
state grant, and while the 
funding will help ease its 
water woes, they say water 
harvesting is just part of 
the solution.

THIRST QUENCHER: The Marine Park Golf Course has received a 
half-million-dollar state grant to build a rainwater capture system 
after attempting to make itself independent of the city’s expensive 
water bill. File photo by Steve Solomonson

Golf course to get 
green from state

“It’s a piece of the puz-
zle,” said the elder Gior-
dano. “It’s a welcome piece, 
but still one piece.”

In addition to building 
the half-million-dollar sys-
tem to capture rainwater, 
the Giordanos will have 
to expand the park’s pond 
in order to store it, and 
drill on-site wells to draw 
additional water from un-
derground if they hope to 
get the golf course off the 
city’s pipes. But those proj-
ects are still tied up in red 
tape, and the worry is that 
bringing these other puzzle 
pieces together will take 
longer than the operators 
can continue shouldering 
the massive water bills.

“We have the money 
to drill the wells, but it’s 
in the Parks Department 

budget, and that could take 
four to fi ve years to be acted 
on,” said Michael Giordano. 
“But we don’t have another 
four or fi ve years.”

The alternative to tak-
ing these steps to free the 
thirsty course from the 
expensive city water sup-
ply would be to go the way 
of previous operators and 
shut off the tap, turning 
the greens into browns — 
a backslide that Giordano 
does not want to see hap-
pen after investing so much 
time and money in remak-
ing the  long-distressed 
course into a lush golfer’s 
paradise.

“Now that there’s a re-
naissance going on,” he 
said, “to cut that renais-
sance off now would just be 

Continued on page 10
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Pilo Arts Salon
WWW.PILOARTS.COM

One gift card
outshines them all

“In the holiday season of endless
gift cards, there is the one that

she prefers the most-
a gift card from Pilo Arts.”

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of

Intercoiffure Mondial
Paris  London Roma

Colour

Hi-Lights

Massage

Facial

EL 2012-:FLUX Collection. Images provided courtesy of Schwarzkopf Professional

ST PLACE 

A SERIES OF 10
Creative Stylist Blowouts



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

DE
C. 

22
, 2

01
3

8

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2013 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

BY JAIME LUTZ
The Brooklyn Public Li-

brary has picked seven pos-
sible designs for the new 
building that will house the 
Brooklyn Heights branch 
as part of a controversial 
redevelopment plan forcing 
the book repository to share 
space with apartments and 
possibly retail outlets, li-
brary honchos announced 
last Thursday.

The proposals all in-
clude about a third of a foot-
ball fi eld for a library but 
otherwise range wildly, in-
cluding buildings from 20 
to 40 stories and featuring 
touches such as a rooftop 
park (in two designs) and 
a permanent branch of the 
hipster foodie bazaar Smor-
gasburg (in one). As for the 
reading rooms, they will be 
modern and built to last, ac-
cording to library higher-
ups.

“The basic goal of this 
project is to create a spec-
tacular new library to be 
used for the next 100 years,” 
said library system spokes-
man Joshua Nachowitz.

The scheme would al-
low a developer to scoop up 
the valuable Cadman Plaza 

West property on which the 
branch sits, build a high-
rise on the site, and allocate 
space for a new branch on 
the ground fl oor, minus the 
current business library, 
which would move to the 
Central Library at Grand 
Army Plaza.

CHANGE OF SCENERY: This view of New York Methodist Hospital’s 
proposed expansion could get updated byJan. 6.  
 New York Methodist Hospital

GLASS HOUSE: A design for a glass-walled Brooklyn Heights li-
brary topped by apartments includes special shades to shield the 
books and preserves the iconic entrance. Brooklyn Public Library

Methodist’s prettier please

Library bookmarks seven plans for Heights branch

BY MEGAN RIESZ
New York Methodist Hos-

pital has gone back to the 
drawing board — again.

The Park Slope hospital 
has revamped its controver-
sial plan for an eight-story 
U-shaped medical complex 
a third time in an effort to 
appease angry neighbors 
who predict the outpatient 
facility will clog their tree-
lined streets with traffi c 
and smog. The hospital will 
present “detailed changes” 
to portions of the Center 
for Community Health pro-
posal and explain why its 
shape and size are essential 

and how it will affect car 
volume on the area’s nar-
row roads at a Jan. 6 meet-
ing of Community Board 
6’s land use committee, 
the same group that  voted 
against the expansion in 
late November . A board 
leader said the hospital has 
been acting in good faith 
the whole time.

“It’s worth noting that 
the hospital’s plans have 
been evolving based on in-
teractions with the commu-
nity,” said Daniel Kummer, 
chair of Community Board 
6, at last Wednesday’s meet-
ing. “The plan they have 

on the table is tangibly dif-
ferent from what they pre-
sented last summer, and it 
does appear that there will 
be further tangible differ-
ences in what they would 
present in January, as well 
as additional information 
that our committee had 
found to be lacking in the 
[November] meeting.”

Methodist spokeswoman 
Lyn Hill declined to elabo-
rate on specifi c changes to 
the hospital’s zoning vari-
ance bid, but she said the 
hospital is grateful for the 
board’s decision to wait un-
til January to make a fi nal 

recommendation to the city 
Board of Standard and Ap-
peals. That panel will de-
cide whether the hospital 
can put the center in place 
of 16 townhouses, some of 
them dating to the 19th cen-
tury, on Fifth Street, Eighth 
Avenue, and Sixth Street. 
Without the city’s approval, 
the hospital could still build 
but would have to make the 
two new, connected build-
ings narrower and taller.

One Park Slope activ-
ist at Wednesday’s meet-
ing said neighbors are 
wary of the hospital’s latest 
pledges.

BUILDING BROOKLYN: FOUR IMAGES OF PLANNED HI-RISES

“Until we see what 
the hospital is willing to 
change, it’s hard to pre-
dict to what degree the 

community might be as-
suaged,” said Park Slope 
Neighbors president Eric 
McClure.

The biblio-big-wigs re-
ceived the proposals on 
Sept. 20 but kept them se-
cret until that night, when 
they were unveiled at a pub-
lic meeting.

HIGH HEIGHTS: (Left) A roof-
top park adorns this 20-story 
building proposed for the site 
of the Brooklyn Heights library 
branch. (Above) This design for 
a redo of the Brooklyn Heights 
branch library includes a big 
glass rotunda and shop space.

Continued on page 9
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One pitch changes the 
building entrance from Cad-
man Plaza West to Tillary 
Street. Another includes a 
permanent home for Smor-
gasburg, culinary counter-
part to the Brooklyn Flea, 
a party room, and a cafe at-
tached to the library.

Some designs have retail 
stores sharing the ground 
fl oor with the library. Oth-
ers employ large glass 
walls, which Nachowitz said 
would be equipped with big 
shades to keep books from 
getting damaged.

Several of the propos-
als incorporate the origi-
nal bas-relief art that cur-
rently graces the library’s 
entrance and is a favorite of 
patrons.

Library offi cials did not 
disclose who the developer-

suitors are, though Nach-
owitz said a controversial 
company with the initials 
“F.C.” was not involved, a 
likely reference to Forrest 
City Ratner. The spokes-
man would also not reveal 
the plans’ price-tags, saying 
only that they were “com-
petitive.” 

The whole process has 
been open, Nachowitz 
said, countering criticism 
from opponents of the re-
development who say the 
 maneuvering has been 
opaque from start to fin-
ish .

“We don’t want to do 
what the city usually does 
— which is going to a com-
munity board meeting 
with a contract in hand,” 
he said. 

The library plans to sign 
a contract with one of the 
seven developers within the 
fi rst three months of 2014, 
at which point it will hire 

an architect to take com-
munity input and design an 
interior for the space, Nach-
owitz said. Under the rede-
velopment, the library will 
own its section of the build-
ing the way a condominium 
owner does. 

The complex will be the 
fi rst in Brooklyn to include 
both a library and housing, 
Nachowitz said. The library 
says it is aiming to keep 
the new branch open seven 
days a week, but the extra 
day would be contingent 
on money from an ever-
shrinking citywide library 
budget.

The library claims it 
is replacing the existing 
building because of a bro-
ken air conditioning sys-
tem it says would cost a 
whopping $9-million to fi x. 
This summer, the branch 
only opened on weekdays 
from 8 am to 1 pm to beat 
the heat.

Library
Continued from page 8

lar trees had been trimmed 
over the summer, and were 
not in any danger of getting 
tangled-up in the overhead 
power lines. 

As it turns out, the 
Parks Department had sub-
mitted a work order for Con 
Edison to “top” the trees 
at Marinello’s address — a 
practice where the branches 
are sawn-off down to the 
trunk in preparation for 
chopping down the tree, ac-
cording to a Parks Depart-
ment spokeswoman.

She said the city had de-
termined that those trees, 
along with hundreds more 
throughout the borough, 
were fl ooded during Hurri-
cane Sandy and considered 
unhealthy.

When Hurricane Sandy 
struck in October last year, 
its tidal surges deposited 
foliage-killing salts across 
Red Hook and Brooklyn’s 
southern coast.

This paper  was the 
fi rst  to raise the alarm of 
Southern Brooklyn’s  zomb-
tree apocalypse  — with 
salt-killed trees left stand-
ing after the superstorm,  
 looming menacingly over 
residents  like undead ar-
bors,  ready to strike at any 
moment  — and we have cel-
ebrated the city’s   efforts to 
address the scourge .  But 
the Mill Basin man says 
the culling has gone too far, 

Continued from page 1 

Trees
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summarily executing live 
trees in addition to the un-
dead.

Marinello admits that 
his block was fl ooded dur-
ing last year’s devastating 
superstorm, with the water 
coming up to his sidewalk, 
but he says that all the fo-
liage around his house 
has recovered. He says his 
lawn and the boxwoods sur-
rounding it all regrew fol-
lowing the storm — just like 

the sidewalk trees that are 
marked for the chopping 
block.

“My lawn is still the orig-
inal lawn. My boxwoods are 
coming back,” he said. “And 
that tree on Whitman Drive 
is still good.”

Be that as it may, the re-
maining tree trunk in front 
of Marinello’s house will 
be removed in the next 30 
days, according to a Parks 
spokeswoman.

CHOPPING BLOCK: The Parks Department has marked these Whit-
man Drive trees as Sandy-damaged and has plans to remove them, 
but a Mill Basin man living nearby says they’re as healthy as can 
be. Photo by Steve Solomonson
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East River Ferry operated 
by Billybey Ferry Company. 
The latter receives public 
subsidies and just  scored a 
fi ve-year service extension  
and a pat on the back from 
Mayor Bloomberg.

Awkward uses of Pho-

toshop: Three, all involving 
media organization logos. 
We could see the BAM sign, 
but are the  BRIC   logo  and 
the  Steiner Studios entrance 
placard  really more iconic or 
hard to draw than, say, the 
Nets insignia?

Newspapers that mat-

ter in Brooklyn: One. 
The Brooklyn Courier, of 
course. Here it is, front and 
center, being hawked by a 
seller precariously posi-
tioned in the median-less 
middle of the six-lane road. 
Adler may not have been 

able to fi t the paper’s whole 
name on the fi ngernail-
sized front page, but its tab-
loid banner gives it away.

And for those hungry 
for a non-numerical holiday 
card factoid, here you go.

Noticeably absent: The 
Orthodox Jewish man who 
has appeared prominently 
in the card for at least six 
of the last eight Christmas 
cards. Is that him headed 
toward the Brooklyn Bridge 
(which sports a signature 
Markowitz “Leaving Brook-
lyn Oy Vey!” sign by the 
way) in a menorah car? Oh, 
wait, there he is, piloting the 
sleigh along with two dimin-
utive Santas, one white and 
one black, while Markowitz 
and wife Jamie ride in the 
passenger seat.

Say, Markowitz looks an 
awful lot like Bill Clinton in 
this drawing. Is he gearing 
up for a Country President 
run? Or have we just spent 

too much time looking at this 
thing?

Full inside text:

The Twelve Years of 
Marty

sung to the last verse of 
“The Twelve Days of Christ-
mas”

In the twelve years of 
Marty

who would have thought 
we’d see …

MTV in Brooklyn
Barclays is booming
Nets playing Downtown
GQ said we’re way cool
Too many bike lanes
Donna Summer singing
Cruise ships in Red Hook
Tourist destination
FUH - GEDD - A - BOUD 

- IT
Coney came alive
Foodies all rejoiced
Leaving Brooklyn … Oy 

Vey!
And the hippest zip is one 

… one … two … !
How Sweet It Was!

Beep’s card
Continued from page 3

really tragic.”
Now that the Gior-

danos have the money 

mostly in place to imple-
ment their plans, the 
last obstacle to making 
the renewed golf course 
sustainable is navigat-
ing the maze of city and 
state agencies that must 

sign off before work can 
begin.

“We have a gauntlet of 
people with oversight over 
these things,” said Michael 
Giordano.

He credited the success-

ful state grant application 
to a coordinated push by 
elected offi cials, including 
state Sen. Marty Golden 
and Borough President 
Markowitz, but Giordano 
worries that with all the 

upcoming turnover in City 
Hall, the public course 
may not fi nd a champion to 
maintain the momentum 
to fi nish the multi-faceted 
project.

“Unless there’s someone 

shepherding this through, 
it may not happen,” he said. 
“And that would be a shame, 
because this is a city asset, 
and if the city doesn’t do 
this now, it would really be 
a missed opportunity.”

Golf
Continued from page 6

One said he went along 
with the moves, but only 
because he did not want 
to make waves, and that 
now he is having second 
thoughts.

“I’m not exceedingly 
confi dent with the di-
rection we’ve taken at 
many points, and at 
many points I feel I had 
supported this for the 
greater sake of SUNY 
— which is, of course, 
our greater allegiance,” 
a board member said at 
the meeting. “I really 
need to be confi dent that 
the advice and coun-
cil we’re getting is the 
right one, and right now 
I don’t see enough to say 
that.”

In an about-face from 
the state’s strategy up to 

Continued from page 1

LICH this point, the board now 
says it wants to see if De-
Blasio will order the city’s 
Health and Hospitals Cor-
poration to take over before 
it continues talks with a pri-
vate buyer. 

DeBlasio backed the 
anti-closure effort as public 
advocate during his may-
oral campaign, going so far 
as to get arrested for the 
cause. Hospital lovers say 
that the state’s proposal for 
a city takeover is a viable 
solution and all it would 
take is the mayor-to-be act-
ing on his commitment.

“Bill DeBlasio ran on 
the hospital, he wants a 
moratorium on hospital clo-
sures, and we look forward 
to him fulfi lling his prom-
ise,” Strabone said.

The bid that was being 
considered came from the 
developer Fortis Property 
Group, which pitched a 
plan to tear down the hos-

pital and build a condo com-
plex that would include a 
so-called “medical mall,” 
featuring an urgent care 
center, dentist offi ces, and 
surgery facilities, but no 
emergency room. It was one 
of the state’s favored pro-
posals among a still-secret 
number of others. A sale 
would not erase the debt the 
state has racked up while 
running the hospital, the 
board said.

No takeover proposals 
came from in-state hospi-
tals, according to the uni-
versity board.

The state is still facing  a 
court hearing on Jan. 21 to 
decide whether its repeated 
moves to close the hospital  
merit fi nes. Activists have 
called for offi cials to be 
jailed for their handling of 
the hospital.

A state spokesman did 
not respond to a request for 
comment.
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Who needs the bright lights of 

Manhattan when you can clown 
around in Brighton Beach? 

New York’s favorite geriat-
ric clown, Grandma, has left the 
Lincoln Center’s Big Apple Cir-
cus and is headed for a big top in 
Brooklyn, where she will join a 
host of other performers at the 
Master Theater’s Holiday Circus 
from Dec. 20–29.

“This is my fi rst time work-
ing with these guys,” said Mark 
Gindick, the middle-aged man 
behind the red-nosed old lady. 
“I’m excited to come down to 
Brooklyn.”

Gindick has had a long and 
illustrious clowning career, be-
ginning with his education at 
the prestigious Ringling Bros. 
and Barnum & Bailey Clown 
College.

During these years, the bud-
ding entertainer’s instructors 
often likened him to another 
graduate of those hallowed halls 
— Barry Lubin, class of ’74 and 
creator of the Grandma charac-
ter.

It was a comparison that 
Gindick initially regarded with 
some skepticism.

“When I fi rst went to clown 
college in ’97, all the teach-
ers who had seen Barry out of 
makeup, said, ‘Oh my god, you 
look just like Barry,’” he re-
counted. “Then I met him, and I 
didn’t see it.”

But after graduating, Gindick 
went on to join Lubin at the Big 
Apple Circus, and the younger 
clown became the understudy 
of the older one. As time passed, 
Gindick began to appreciate 
his likeness to the veteran silly 
man.

“Getting to know him more 
and being around him, I quickly 
learned we are extremely simi-
lar,” said Gindick. “Even from 
the way we grew up, to our style 
of clowning and what makes us 
laugh.”

As the pair continued work-
ing together and Lubin’s respect 
for Gindick grew, he offered his 
protege the clown role of a life-
time — an old lady.

Grandma is a sort-of every-
woman, Gindick explained — a 
big-dreamer who never lets her 
lack of talent keep her from ful-
filling the crazy fantasies she 
cooks up her in her gray wig-
topped head.

“She gets to live out every 
fantasy of being a rockstar, or 
being a pop idol,” Gindick said. 
“She gets to dance and sing, 
but she’s still a cute, little old 
lady.”

Gindick left the Big Apple 
Circus a year and a half ago, af-
ter 10 years there, and has not 
had much time for the character 
since. But he will don Grandma’s 
signature red dress and pearls 
once again on Dec. 20, where he 
will join fellow clown Joe Bar-
ney, acrobat Ruslan Dmytruk, 
and illusionist Brad Ross in a 
Christmas-themed circus ex-
travaganza.

“It’s a fun show, and a fun 
job,” said Gindick. “And there’s 
still a demand for Grandma.”

See Grandma and the Holi-
day Circus at the Master The-
ater [1029 Brighton Beach Ave. 
between Brighton 11th and 
Brighton 12th streets in Brigh-
ton Beach, (718) 732–3838,  www.
mastertheater.com ] Dec. 20–29. 
Show times vary by day. $35–
$65, kids under 3 free. 

BY SAMANTHA LIM
Puppet master Nicolas Cop-

pola has more than one string to 
his bow.

The founder and artistic di-
rector of Park Slope’s Puppet-
works theater does not just pro-
duce puppet shows — he also 
designs and builds his own mari-
onettes, and operates the puppets 
on stage.

Being a jack-of-all-trades 
came in handy when creating 
his annual holiday show featur-
ing both “The Steadfast Tin Sol-
dier” and “Nutcracker Sweets,” 
which will play at the theater on 
Dec. 26–30. Transforming Hans 
Christian Anderson’s story “The 
Steadfast Tin Soldier” — about 
a one-legged toy solider who 
falls in love with a paper bal-
lerina — and ETA Hoffmann’s 
“The Nutcracker and the Mouse 
King” — the inspiration behind 
“The Nutcracker” ballet — into 
a puppet show was far more 
complicated than just replac-
ing human actors with wooden 
counterparts, the professional 
string-puller explained.

“Many factors must be consid-
ered — the number of characters 
on stage for each scene, actions 
that are suitable for marionettes, 
material that will appeal to a 
wide audience, and the costs of 
producing the fi gures, settings, 
soundtracks, salaries, etc.,” said 
Coppola.

In both beloved children’s sto-
ries, magic allows the toys to talk 
and walk. But at Puppetworks, the 
protagonists are brought to life 
through the art of puppetry. Cop-
pola said that creating each lead 
character required specialized at-
tention.

“The nutcracker prince is a 
simple fi gure with limited move-
ments to suggest the stiffness of a 
traditional nutcracker,” he said. 
The one-legged tin soldier proved 

more problematic — but Coppola 
found an ingenious, seasonally-
inspired solution.

“I gave him a cane — a candy 
cane — to give the puppet the 
proper balance and ability to 
move as the other marionettes 
do,” he said.

Coppola’s love of puppetry 
took root as a third grader at PS 
200 in Bensonhurst, where the 
Suzari Marrionettes theater per-
formed every year.

“I recall three of the shows — 
‘Pinocchio,’ ‘Rumpelstiltskin,’ 
and ‘Nobody’s Boy’ performed be-
tween 1942 to ’45,” he said. “The 
performance of ‘Pinocchio’ cap-
tured my interest most, because 
from where I was seated, I could 
view parts of the backstage activ-
ity, which greatly added to my ex-
perience. I wanted to know more 
about how the puppet show was 
done and how it came to be.”

Little did he know then that at 
age 19, he would be hired by the 
very same puppet theater, which 

would later evolve into Puppet-
works.

Erected in 1987, Puppetworks’ 
theater in Park Slope is an out-
growth of the company’s years 
touring schools and concert 
venues. Although the little the-
ater has since faced many trials 
and tribulations — including 
the danger of being shut down 
earlier this February due to the 
city school bus strike — the com-
pany is no longer hanging on by 
a thread. In fact, Puppetworks is 
trying to expand.

“Our Park Slope theater has 
limited seating and we are look-
ing for a second theater space to 
accommodate the school groups 
we have to turn away due to space 
limitations,” said Copolla.

“The Steadfast Tin Soldier” 
and “Nutcracker Sweets” at 
Puppetworks [338 Sixth Ave. 
at Fourth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–3391,  www.puppet-
works.org ]. December 26–30 at 
12:30 pm and 2:30 pm. $8–$9.

Marionette maven ties the classics to strings

WHOOPEE: Grandma the clown poses with one of her favorite props. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

PUPPET PALS: The stars of “The Steadfast Tin Soldier” playing at Puppetworks 
Dec. 26–30. Puppetworks

Master of puppets

Grandma lives!
Circus character returns to the ring

The source for news
in your neighborhood:
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Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months
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Markowitz is push-
ing the city to approve  a 
deal with iStar Financial, 
owners of the landmarked 
Childs Building , that 
would convert the 90-year-
old Boardwalk icon into a 
permanent home for his 
summer concert series. Un-
der the agreement, the city 
would buy the building off 
iStar and convert it into a 
music hall and restaurant 
— and turn the Boardwalk 
Garden and two parcels 
along W. 23rd Street into 
seating and a sprawling, 
landscaped lawn. 

The city would then 
lease the property to iStar 
for the company to operate 
until 2025 — which garden 
advocates say constitutes 
“parkland alienation,” and 
comes with a bundle of 
state regulations.

“Parkland is a public 
trust,” said Ray Figueroa 
of the New York Commu-
nity Gardens Coalition, 
which is representing the 
People’s Playground plows-
men. “Just like with a land-
mark, you can’t just build 
on it without going through 

an onerous process.”
Figueroa pointed to  state 

statutes  requiring a two-
thirds vote of the Council to 
request permission to lease 
city parkland, and then pas-
sage of  a law by the state 
legislature before such a 
plan can go forward. 

No such steps have been 
taken on the amphitheater 
plan. The laws also man-
date that the lessee make 
a substantial investment 
in the park, but under the 
current proposal, the city 
will fund all renovations. 

But the city claims that 
no parkland is involved in 
the project.

“It is important to note 
that this property is not, 
nor was it ever, mapped 
parkland,” deputy com-
missioner for Parks Larry 
Blackmon told the Coun-
cil’s Zoning and Franchises 
Subcommittee on Dec. 17.

But  city zoning maps 
clearly show the lots be-
tween W. 22rd and W. 23rd 
streets zoned as parks . And 
a city map of open spaces 
in the area  shows the gar-
den parcels as parkland . 
Nonetheless, the city still 
insisted the area was not 
parkland when shown its 
own documents.

“While the map identi-
fi es park space, that does 
not mean that the sites on 
that map are indeed of-
fi cially mapped as park-
land,” said Parks spokes-
woman Meghan Lalor.

But the amphitheater 
plan is moving forward 
anyway.  The City Planning 
Commission unanimously 
endorsed the project  ear-
lier this month. Council-
man Domenic Recchia (D–
Coney Island) has backed 
the proposal, and the Coun-
cil’s Land Use Committee 
followed the local repre-
sentative’s lead on Dec. 18. 
Then the full Council voted 
nearly unanimously to ap-
prove the plan the next day 
— its last day of business 
before the new Council is 
sworn in next year.

The sole dissenting vote 
was outgoing Councilman 
Charles Barron (D–East 
Flatbush).

The win for Markow-
itz came after  Community 
Board 13 voted against the 
amphitheater in September 
under pressure from resi-
dents  who feared the area 
couldn’t handle the noise 
and traffi c such an theater 
would inevitably bring.

Now, it seems the only 

obstacle that could stand in 
the way is a potential law-
suit by the gardeners.

City records show that 
the Parks Department fi rst 
granted growers access to 
the lot along W. 22nd Street 
in 1997. Two years later, 
the city kicked the plant-
ers out in order to convert 
the parcel into a parking 
lot for MCU Park.

But the garden was 
never paved and the doz-
ens of seed-sowers re-
turned — though without 
offi cial city sanction. 

The gardeners insist 
they are not opposed to the 
Childs Building project, 
but want the city to pro-
vide an equivalent area 
for them to use. The city 
has offered them a stake in 
another space on W. 29th 
Street and Surf Avenue, 
but the planters complain 
that the proffered parcel is 
substantially smaller than 
their current spot, paved 
over, and already home to 
two-dozen other garden-
ers. 

Markowitz announced 
his recent plan to trans-
form the Childs Building 
into a performance space 
at his 2013 State of the Bor-
ough address.

Childs
Continued from page 1

Third Street for a fi rst look. 
Out front, ample bike park-
ing was overtaken by Christ-
mas tree sellers. Inside, the 
rooftop greenhouse was still 
off-limits, but fi rst-wave shop-
pers got to browse records 
and jewelry along with their 
heirloom tomatoes. 

The prices that earned 
the retailer the nickname 
“Whole Pocketbook” were in 
full effect, but the huge selec-
tion, including 100 special-
to-the-store products by lo-
cal brands such as Brooklyn 
Cupcake, is too tantalizing to 
ignore, said attendees. Some 
worry that other outlets will 
suffer now that the high-end 
grocery store is open — but 
only to a point.

“I’m concerned about 
Fairway, but I think the price 
point levels it out for people,” 
said Bedford-Stuyvesant res-
ident Chana Wells, who trav-
els to Long Island to shop at 
Fairway Market and Trader 
Joe’s and said she will work 
Whole Foods into the mix.

Whole Foods spokesman 
Michael Sinatra said the 
company, which has seven 
locations in Manhattan, is 

used to battling competition 
from neighborhood mom-
and-pops and other chains, 
but added that he does not yet 
know how the new food store 
will affect Brooklyn’s super-
market landscape.

The chain’s 2005 an-
nouncement that it would 
build its fi rst Brooklyn out-
post in Gowanus was met 
with protest from some local 
residents who argued that 
the store would kill small 
stores and cause nightmar-
ish traffi c. But after Whole 
Foods helped clean up the 
canal-side site, downsized its 
original building plan, and 
assured the city that it would 
not further pollute the canal, 
construction kicked off in 
July 2012.

The store’s assurances re-
main to be proven, said one 
local leader.

“We can only hope that 
this business serves as the 
catalyst for future invest-
ment in the area and pro-
vides essential goods and 
jobs for the community,” 
said Community Board 6 
District Manager Craig 
Hammerman. “[It is] a ques-
tion of how it can blend into 
the surrounding environ-
ment and support industrial 
businesses.”

Food
Continued from page 1
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Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 
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BY RUTH BROWN
Mike Tyson has come 

home for the holidays.
The Brooklyn-born boxer 

was back in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant last Friday to sign 
copies of his new memoir, 
“Undisputed Truth: My Au-
tobiography,” in a knockout 
event at Fulton Street’s Res-
toration Plaza. 

“I’m just happy to be 
here,” the former heavy-
weight champ said. “I can’t 
fi nd the words for it. This 
feels like home. This is who 
I am.”

Tyson is well known for 
causing controversy both 
in and outside of the ropes 
— just this week he was 
banned from entering the 
UK for a planned book tour 
due to his rape conviction — 
but the pugilist once dubbed 
“the baddest man on the 
planet” looked the model 
statesman as he greeted the 
long line of fans snaking its 
way through the building. 
He also made time to help 
light the plaza’s Christmas 
tree, and then proceeded to 
lead the crowd in a rousing 
rendition of “Jingle Bells.”

The event was a collabo-
ration between Fort Green’s 
Greenlight Bookstore and 
the Bedford Stuyvesant Res-
toration Corporation. The 
two have held a number of 
celebrity book-signings to-
gether before — both NBA 
hall-of-famer  Earl “The 
Pearl” Monroe  and “CSI: 
NY” star Hill Harper made 
appearances earlier this 
year — but the visit from 
hometown hero Tyson held 
particular signifi cance.

“It’s very special to have 
Mike Tyson, because he is 
one of Bedford-Stuyvesant’s 
own,” said Tracey Capers, 
Restoration’s program di-
rector. 

Tyson, who was born 
in the neighborhood but 
moved to Brownsville at 
age 10, said the feeling was 
mutual. 

“I’m from Bedford-
Stuyvesant,” he declared. “I 
just had to move to Browns-
ville because my parents 
fell on hard times. It’s 

funny how life repeats it-
self and I’m back here again 
— life just goes around in 
circles.” 

The borough-bred 
bruiser now lives in Las 
Vegas and noted that his 
old stomping grounds have 
changed signifi cantly since 
he was a kid — for the bet-
ter.

“I like to see the pros-
pering of the neighbor-
hood,” Tyson said. “It looks 
so much better than it did 
when I lived here in the 
’70s.”

The boxer’s homecom-
ing also held meaning for 
many locals who emerged 
from the building clutch-
ing autographed books and 
gossiping about their brush 
with the star slugger. Pass-
ing groups of teenagers 

shouted, “Oh my god, it’s 
Iron Mike!” and crowded 
around the windows to take 
snap-shots on their cell-
phones.

“It’s a beautiful thing,” 
said George Hobbs, a for-
mer boxer who knows Ty-
son personally from back 
when they were both train-
ing in Brooklyn gyms. “I’m 
glad he made this book to 
make people aware of the 
person he really is.”

“He is a champ,” said 
William Lim, a self-pro-
claimed “huge fan” who 
came from Clinton Hill to 
meet Tyson for the fi rst 
time. 

Iron Mike gets a hero’s welcome 
in his old stomping grounds

IRON WILL: (Above) Mike Ty-
son gives the people what they 
want, aside from personalized 
autographs or posed photos, 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant. (Right) 
Antoine Reels holds his freshly-
signed copy of Tyson’s new 
book. Photos by Stefano Giovannini

Homecoming king
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