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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Interfaith Medical Center got 

an 11th-hour reprieve on Mon-
day in the form of a cash infusion 
from the state to keep the hospital 
open for a few more months.

The state Department of 
Health will give the hospital 
enough money to operate at least 
until March 7, 2014, according to 
a state spokesman. The announce-
ment came two days after offi -
cials for the hospital announced it 
would close on Jan. 7, amid outcry 
from activists and staffers about 
the loss of care for Central Brook-
lyn residents, most of them unin-
sured. 

“The state is committed to es-
tablishing a quality, accessible 
and sustainable healthcare deliv-
ery system to serve patients and 
community residents,” said state 
spokesman Bill Schwarz. 

Schwarz did not say how much 
money the state will have to spend 
to keep the hospital open, but 
sources close to the situation said 
they believed it was about $2-mil-
lion, which will come from a mix 
of a loan from the Dormitory Au-
thority of the State of New York 
and discretionary funds from the 
state budget.

Employees of the hospital said 
they were excited to be able to 
serve the community for at least 
a while longer, and vowed to con-

BY MEGAN RIESZ
City preservationists slapped 

the just-opened Gowanus Whole 
Foods Market with a fi ne last 
Friday for failing to keep up the 
long-abandoned historic building 
the high-end supermarket sits on 
either side of, according to a city 
spokeswoman.

The city’s Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission hit Whole 
Foods with a $3,000 fi ne for fail-
ing to maintain the dilapidated 
Coignet building at the corner of 
Third Avenue and Third Street, 
despite a promise to fi x it, accord-
ing to commission spokeswoman 
Elisabeth DeBourbon. Locals who 
have been calling on the organic 
grocery giant to renovate the 
landmarked concrete-and-brick 
structure for years cheered the 
decision.

“Any time there’s accountabil-
ity, I’m going to be happy,” said 
Gowanus resident and musician 
Martin Bisi, who has documented 
the building’s decay, including 
the disappearance last week of a 
crumbling banister on its front 

steps. “Hopefully this will be 
enough of a deterrent where it 
will motivate Whole Foods to keep 
it up.”

A few grand is pocket change 
to the grocery giant, which took 
in $11.7-billion in revenue in 2012.

The city gave the retailer a per-
mit on Aug. 1 to repair and restore 
the landmark, but that work has 
not yet begun, DeBourbon said.

A Whole Foods spokesman 

Grocer hit for landmark’s rot
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Fran Donofrio is fi ghting the closure of Williamsburg’s Swinging Sixties 
Center, where she spends many of her days. See page 3 for the whole 
story.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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PLUM-LORD: The grocery giant, right, 
says the damage to the Coignet build-
ing, left, is just organic decay, but city 
old-building lovers say the company is 
slacking on a promised fi x-up. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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SWINGIN’
INTO 2014
Go back in time for NYE at a speakeasy celebrationBy Danielle Furfaro

We might be on the verge of 2014, but 
Gemini and Scorpio wants to party 
like it is 1929.

For New Year’s Eve, the event group is 
once again hosting its “Bootleggers Ball,” a 
swinging stroll back to a time when men wore 
fedoras, women were flappers, and hooch was 
made in the bathtub.

“People really respond well to our period 
events. Anything that is very visually inspir-
ing, like circus or steampunk or ‘Star Wars’ 
aliens, does very well,” said Larisa Fuchs, a 
co-owner of Gemini and Scorpio.

For the Bootleggers Ball, the Irondale 
Center in Fort Greene will be decorated like a 
classic speakeasy and all of the entertainment 
with be reminiscent of a bygone era.

The main act will be the 13-piece Hot 
Shim Sham Orchestra, which brings back to 
life the music of big band bandleaders such as 
Benny Goodman and Artie Shaw.

“The music has so much energy and it is 
so alive,” said Jessie Bunting, who plays the 
saxophone and clarinet in the band. “It is cru-
cial that we play for dancers, not just people 
who want to sit and watch.”

As with Gemini and Scorpio’s other events, 
the entertainment will be constant and not 
just on the stage. Other acts at the ball will 
include aerialist Ivory Fox, strongman Adam 
Realman, and magician Nelson Lugo, who 
will circulate throughout the crowd. There 
will also be body painting, a vintage photo 
booth, and psychics. 

“We like creating an immersive environ-
ment,” said Fuchs. “It’s like you are walking 
into a movie set.”

The dress code for the all-night event 
is “depression glamour,” “hobo formal,” 
and “desperation derring-do,” and it will be 
enforced — no costume means no entry. 

Anyone who doubts their dancing abili-
ties can come early and take swing lessons 
between 9 pm and 10 pm with local dance 
school Brooklyn Swings. There will also be 
free champagne during the lesson — which 
should help get those gams and getaway sticks 
moving, and have you jiving and jitterbugging 
in no time.

“The Bootleggers Ball” at the Irondale 
Performing Arts Center (85 South Oxford St., 
between Lafayette Avenue and Fulton Street 
in Fort Greene,  www.geminiandscorpio.com ). 
Dec. 31 at 9 pm. $40–$60.

Huzzah: Revellers at the 
Bootleggers Ball ring in the 
new year. 
 Photo by Samantha Levin
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BY COLIN MIXSON
As elected offi ces go, the position of Beep 

does not offer very much power, but Bor-
ough President Markowitz has certainly 
made the most of what little he has.

Aside from appointing community 
board members and disbursing a dwin-
dling pool of discretionary funds, a bor-
ough president’s remit extends little fur-
ther than being a cheerleader — like a 
mascot for a sports team with 2.9-million 
players.

There is, however, one defi nite power 
which the people of Brooklyn have vested 
in Markowitz — one which he wields with 
an almost maniacal zeal that defi es any 
sense of reason or scale — the honorary 
proclamation.

Since our Beep entered Borough Hall in 
2002, he has issued more than 15,000 procla-
mations and citations, according to his of-
fi ce, which could not provide an exact count 
due to his relentless pace.

That amounts to nearly three and a half 
proclamations per day, every day, for nearly 
12 years — counting weekends.

Laid end-to-end, Markowitz’s proclama-
tions would stretch more than four miles — 
from Borough Hall Downtown all the way to 
Owls Head Park in Bay Ridge, or back and 
forth across the entire length of the Brook-
lyn Bridge four times.

Thanks to our prolifi c pontiff of procla-
mations, on any given day Brooklynites are 
honoring an average of 41 different excep-
tional people, places, ideas, things, events, 
and restaurant openings.

Compared to Markowitz, other borough 
presidents can look downright lazy, if not 
coldly indifferent to all the crochet clubs, 
Little League teams, and school bake sales 
in their jurisdictions deserving of formal 
recognition.

In 2009, for example, Markowitz signed 

700 honorary proclamations, while his 
Manhattan counterpart, Scott Stringer, 
signed only 150, and Staten Island’s Bor-
ough President put his name to a mere 100, 
according to the New York Times.

Marty took full advantage of the power of the pen and paper

CITATION INFLATION: (Clockwise from above) 
Borough President Markowitz presented 103-year-
old Daniel Dube of Borough Park with a procla-
mation listing notable events from 1908, the year 
Dube was born. Markowitz awards a proclamation 
to Ringling Bros. and Barnum and Bailey Circus to 
celebrate its fi rst performances at the Barclays 
Center. Markowitz gives a proclamation on the 
40th anniversary of Roll and Roaster.

PROCLAMATION 
DOMINATION!
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
There is a do-it-yourself 

arts venue apocalypse hap-
pening in Williamsburg 
and these renaissance men 
and women are among the 
worst affected.

Take Trixie Little, the 
Baltimore native and bur-
lesque performer who 
moved to the area three 
years ago and soon took 
her artistic aspirations to 
beyond-Vincent-Van-Gogh 
levels by signing up to train 
in acrobatics, parkour, and 
graphic design at three sep-
arate creative hubs, only to 
have them all take a trip to 
the big gentrifying neigh-
borhood in the sky in the 
latter half of 2013.

“It is really terrible,” 
said Little. “I moved here 
to be able to take classes all 
the time and be surrounded 
by artists.”

First,  the House of Yes , 
where the minx practiced 

trapeze, shuttered in Au-
gust. Then 3rd Ward, her 
Photoshop academy,  closed 
its doors  in October, fol-
lowed this month by Bklyn 
Beast, where she worked 
on her parkour, a form of 
street gymnastics that is 
like skateboarding without 
the skateboard.

Bklyn Beast only opened 
in January, but announced 
this month that it was clos-
ing temporarily and, on 
Tuesday, members got a let-
ter saying that the Bogart 
Street facility would close 
for good.

“This closure is due to 
no fault of our own, how-
ever we had no choice but 
to move forward in seek-
ing a new location,” wrote 
owners Shem Rajoon and 
Luciano Acuna Jr. “We 
have had an unbelievable 
year that changed all of our 
lives.”

The closure of three 

neighborhood arts institu-
tions in rapid succession 
comes as no surprise to 
practitioners of the esoteric 
skills they taught, but it 
still smarts.

“Our neighborhood had 
all this culture and random 
gritty New York style, and 
now it is all being paved 
over by little bistros and 
things that are safe for the 
upper class,” said Michael 
Saab, head of party perfor-
mance company Modern 
Gypsies Productions, who 
also took classes at both 
Bklyn Beast and House of 
Yes. “Capitalism always 
rules and whoever doesn’t 
have the money gets pushed 
aside.”

When House of Yes shut 
down its Maujer Street 
space in August, organiz-
ers vowed to fi nd another 
space, but so far the orga-
nization has had no luck, 
though some of the instruc-

tors have begun teaching 
out of a space in Manhat-
tan.

House of Yes co-founder 
Anya Sapozhnikova said 
she believes the govern-
ment needs to step in to 
keep arts organizations 
like hers afl oat.

“The problem is not just 
in this neighborhood but 
in our whole city and our 
whole country,” said Sa-
pozhnikova. “There just 
aren’t enough government 
subsidies for arts and cul-
tural organizations.”

As for Little, she says 
that, despite all her favorite 
foam pit, Adobe Creative 
Suite, and aerial silk spots 
closing, she is not packing 
up and leaving just yet. But 
she sure hopes Brooklyn 
saves some room for the 
quirky kind of work that 
makes her world go round.

“Why aren’t we protect-
ing this place?” she said.

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Williamsburg resi-

dents of all ages rallied 
last week to save the em-
battled neighborhood se-
nior and daycare hub that 
is in danger after a big 
rent hike.

Longtime and recently 
born Willamsburgers gath-
ered at the Swinging Sixties 
Center last Thursday eve-
ning to show their support 
for the community center 
that has hosted programs 
for elderly people and kids, 
as well as community 
board meetings, since 1974. 
In a letter two weeks ago, 
the building’s new landlord 
 raised the rent by a third 
and threatened to padlock 
the tots and oldsters out 
if the center fails to pay , 
prompting the place’s pa-
trons to sing its praises — 
and their own.

“Those kids are the fu-
ture of our neighborhood 
and us guys are the his-
tory of our neighborhood,” 
said 73-year-old Katherine 
Torello. “I don’t want this 
place to ever close.”

The center has had 
a rough few years. The 
city revoked funding for 
both the senior and tod-
dler programs in 2012, 
then restored the money 
after residents raised a 
stink. The activist group 
Saint Nick’s Alliance 
raised $20,000 to help the 
tenants renovate and re-
paint the interior when 
the landlord refused to do 
any work. The group also 

offered to buy the build-
ing for $6-million, but the 
previous owner accepted 
$4.5-million from father-
and-son team Victor and 
Harry Einhorn instead.

Alliance spokesman 
Greg Hanlon said his or-
ganization still wants to 
buy the place from the 
Einhorns and that he 
hoped the protest would 
make them consider it, or 
at least think about giving 
the center a break.

“Once the commu-
nity’s attachment to this 
building is underscored, 
anyone who owns it would 
want to keep a good thing 
going,” Hanlon said.

Janice Peterson, a 
member of the Swinging 
Sixties board of directors 
and Community Board 1, 
says she is trying to con-
vince the city to seize the 
building because the pro-
grams get city funding.

Parkour studio latest in a string of New W’burg closures

SOLIDARITY FOREVER: Se-
niors and tots packed the 
center on Dec. 19 to demand 
it remain open. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

RECESS: After-school and daycare programs at the Swinging 
Sixties Center could get the boot.  File photo

FLEX FUEL: (Clockwise 
from above) House of Yes 
co-founder Anya Sapo-
zhnikova is out a place to 
fl y her trade. Burlesque 
performer Trixie Little 
does stunts like these by 
night and was honing her 
graphic design chops until 
recently, but has no place 
to practice either skill now. 
Parkour studio Bklyn Beast 
is closing after one short 
year in existence. 
 Trixie Little and fi le photos

Old Williamsburg 
hub fi ghts rent hike

Hanging on by a thread
ENDANGERED WILLIAMSBURG: NEIGHBORHOOD CENTERS FACE SHUTTERING
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BY MEGAN RIESZ
There might be a light 

at the end of this tunnel.
The city reactivated 

the Gowanus Canal’s on-
again,-off-again fl ushing 
tunnel last Wednesday, 
but the jury is still out on 
whether the drainage sys-
tem will fi nally live up to 
its century-old promise and 
freshen the fetid canal.

“This needs to be effec-
tive,” said Gowanus Alli-
ance president Paul Basile. 
“This is the fi rst key ele-
ment of the clean canal. It 
will never been sustain-
able without this.”

The 1.2-mile-long tube 
was installed 102 years 
ago to pump polluted water 
from the canal into But-
termilk Channel, the East 
River passageway that sep-
arates Governors Island 
from Brooklyn. The tunnel 
broke in the 1960s and the 
canal sat stagnant until 
the city started the pumps 
up again in 1999, reversing 
the fl ow so that water from 
the Buttermilk Channel 
fl ushed into the still-stinky 
canal. The turbines went 
silent again in 2008 ahead 
of the feds’ $506-million ca-

nal clean-up.
The city’s Department 

of Environmental Protec-
tion would not give an es-
timate of how long it will 
be before the next break-
down.

The tunnel has three 
pumps that will funnel 
in the oxygen-rich water, 
but the machinery is not 
yet moving the promised 
100-million gallons per day 
it should, the department 
said. Two pumps are being 
kept deactivated to avoid 

stirring up the toxic gunk 
at the bottom of the canal 
and to keep the tunnel in-
tact after three years with 
no motion from the ocean.

Offi cials believe re-
starting the system could 
eventually make  Brook-
lyn’s nautical purgatory  
livable for fi sh, crabs, and 
all kinds of aquatic life. 
Offi cials doubt it will ever 
be safe to eat aquatic crit-
ters out of the canal, even 
after the federal govern-
ment is fi nished scraping 

its bottom and sealing the 
remaining mercury and 
heavy metals under con-
crete as part of its Super-
fund scrub-down.

But one local leader 
sure hopes the water-mover 
works this time around.

“We are wildly optimis-
tic about this because hav-
ing reliable infrastructure 
in place is essential for the 
future environmental and 
economic viability of the 
Gowanus Canal,” Commu-
nity Board 6 district man-

The Gowanus Canal’s fl ushing tunnel is back 

online, but it is anybody’s guess how long it will 

be before the crusty tube goes silent again. Join 

us for a look back at the putrid pipe’s history.

BY MEGAN RIESZ
And the Manhattanization of Brooklyn 

continues — with oysters.
The Grand Central Oyster Bar, a Mid-

town seafood icon that opened along with 
the landmark terminal in 1913, unveiled its 
fi rst Brooklyn location in a triple-wide store-
front in Park Slope last Wednesday. The af-
ternoon opening of Oyster Bar Brooklyn on 

Fifth Avenue was not so grand thanks to a 
total absence of diners, but the eatery’s co-

owners say they know they will do well be-
cause they know Brooklyn.

“Fifth Avenue used to be the a-- of Park 
Slope,” co-owner and Park Slope resident 
Jonathan Young said. “Now it’s sort-of like 
restaurant row here, but we do not want to 
change too much.”

Young, who previously served as general 
manager of the original restaurant, said 
he and his partner Bruce Fox wanted Park 
Slope to be the next outpost for the shellfi sh 
dispensary because of the borough’s “hot” 
factor. The proprietors never considered 
opening another Manhattan outpost, they 
said.

“Obviously, it’s a business decision as 

much as it’s a gut feeling,” Fox said.
Oyster Bar Brooklyn will offer a rotating 

menu of oysters from Long Island, Rhode 
Island, and Prince Edward Island, a Cana-
dian province, among other bivalve havens, 
plus other pescatarian fare such as fried 
calamari and mussels. Beer picks include 
Blue Point Hoptical Ilusion and Bronx Pale 
Ale, though those might change as the own-
ers get a better idea of what the locals want.

“If they sell, great. If they don’t, we’ll 
change it up,” Fox said.

Oyster Bar Brooklyn [254-256 Fifth Ave. 
between Carroll Street and Garfi eld Place 
in Park Slope, (347) 294–0596, www.oyster-
barbrooklyn.com]. 

The canal gets its motor running, but for how long?

SHUCK SHACK: Oysterman José Cisneros gets his 
shuck on at the Dec. 18 opening of Grand Central Oys-
ter Bar’s Park Slope outpost. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

PUMP IT UP: The Gowanus Canal’s fl ushing tunnel is back online and experts say it will make the chan-
nel look a little less like this. File photo

Life and grimes

Grand Central 
Oyster to Slope

Gowanus’ spoil flush

New Customer Special

$50
Any 2 Small Areas

20% off
Any Large Area

Concierge Laser Foot Care

$450 session
A $1,200 Vale!! You Save $750. 917-789-9911

8120 15th Ave., Brooklyn
www.VitruvianAesthetics.com

Cosmetic solutions that stand the test of time
Laser Hair Removal for Men & Women

RIVER RUNS EW IT: The Gowanus has long been a mess. 

1911: The canal is 
gross after close to three 
decades as an industrial 
waterway. The fl ushing 
tunnel is built to push wa-
ter from the channel into 
the New York Harbor.

1961: Service on the 
tube is suspended due to 
mechanical failure.

1994: The Department 
of Environmental Pro-
tection begins a rehabili-
tation of the system, re-
versing the fl ow to bring 
harbor water into the 
head of the fetid canal.

1999: Work is com-
pleted and the pumps are 
turned on again. The city 
proclaims that schools of 
fi sh and blue crabs have 
miraculously returned.

2008: The city an-
nounces that it will close 

the pipe for two years to 
prep for the canal’s fed-
eral Superfund clean-up.

2010: The drainage 
system comes back online 
briefl y, but then closes for 
further repairs.

May 2013: Mayor 
Bloomberg declares 
that the city will spend 
$160-million to make the 
tube move 215-million 
gallons of seawater into 
the canal every day — 
60-million gallons more 
than it could prior to the 
2010 shutdown.

December 2013: City 
offi cials hail the reac-
tivation of the tunnel, 
which they say will bring 
up 100-million gallons 
of fresh water daily, for 
now.

— Megan Riesz
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You may be thinking “What IS 
going to happen to me if I can’t find 
a solution to my back pain or leg 
pain?” The answer to your question 
starts out hopeful. I’ll just go to my 
doctor and he will take care of me. 
He will know what to do. But then 
something very odd happens to 
you. You discover your primary care 
physician is not really well equipped 
to handle that job. He or she is very 
busy treating infections, diabetes, 
heart conditions and the like, which 
they are very well equipped to 
handle. This is very apparent with 
your resulting drug prescription for 
Soma muscle relaxers and Norco, 
Neurontin or any other of the various 
prescribed pain medications. You then 
take the drugs soon to feel strangely 
like you’re not altogether “there” or 
you immediately are sick, feel nausea 
and vomit the drugs as fast as you 
swallowed them. When you get sick 
of that (pardon the pun! I couldn’t 
resist), you go back to your doctor 
looking for another more appealing 
treatment. This time it’s physical 
therapy. The thing you already can’t 
do!! You already can’t bend over, twist, 
lift things, and now they want you to 
do more of it with a bunch of other 
back pain sufferers! Gimme a break. 
Now, you’ve really had it. You try the 
chiropractor and either you feel better 
for a little while only to have the pain 
return, or worse nothing happens at 
all. Or even worse than that, after 
your treatment you have MORE 
pain (not because chiropractic does 
not work..your condition is just too 
deteriorated or severe). Then you try 
acupuncture because you read in a 
magazine it could help pain. You then 
realize sticking a bunch of needles in 
you will not magically remove the 
bulging disc that is smashing your 
nerve and causing you pain.
You try massage as you read on the 
internet massage may help alleviate 
back pain...only to be disappointed. 
You’re now beginning to feel 
desperate. Back to your primary 
care doctor to tell him about your 
adventures hoping he will have a 
different answer this time. He does. 

“We can inject pain drugs through 
a big needle into your spine.” You 
cringe in fear and reluctantly agree 
at this point. “NOW I will be fixed.” 
Or at least that’s what you’ve been led 
to believe. You have either no pain 
relief, some pain relief, a whole lot of 
pain relief or it makes you have more 
pain. The second pain shot (oh, yes 
there will be a second and a third) 
is usually less effective or not at all 
and requires another one. You come 
to the realization that pain shots will 
not fix the disc bulge or herniation 
still smashing your delicate nerves 
causing you pain. Finally, your doctor 
recommends you see a “Specialist” 
(Back Surgeon) and he can do risky 
surgery. If you’ve read the latest article 
in the Journal Of American Medical 
Association*, you will see surgery 
patients and non surgery patients 
turned out the same ! Why even do 
the surgery ? Risk of paralysis, death, 
infections, more pain. No thanks. 
So. Back to the question. What are 
YOU going to do if you are stuck 
between serious back pain or leg 
pain or surgery? Great News! A new 
extremely effective non surgical 
new back pain treatment is now 
available in Brooklyn. If you are 
suffering from back pain or leg pain, 

having pain at the belt line, fire down 
your legs, numb legs, feet or toes or 
feel like a knife is stuck in your back 
you owe to yourself to check out this 
new procedure.

Finally, Some Good News! If 
you’ve been suffering with back pain 
or arm/leg pain caused by a disc 
bulge, disc herniation or squashed 
or compressed discs.

My name is Dr. Melinda Keller and 
I’ve successfully treated hundreds of 
patients with spinal decompression 
so there’s no reason your back 
problem should be any different.

In fact, I’m so confident we can help 
you, I’m willing to back it up...but 
not with empty promises.

I GUARANTEE you will only be 
accepted into our program IF YOU 
QUALIFY for the treatment AFTER 
having THE MOST THOROUGH  
AND COMPREHENSIVE 
ASSESSMENT YOU HAVE EVER 
HAD or I will buy you lunch! (I 
haven’t bought one yet!)

Yes! I am very confident, but I can’t 
help EVERYBODY. You see, there’s 

a very small percentage of folks we 
can’t help. Here’s what a couple 
applicants said after I told them 
both I couldn’t help them:

“I was treated very well by the staff. 
The doctors actually listened to me and 
I thought they would rush me out of the 
office but didn’t, despite the fact I wasn’t 
a candidate. The exam I had was very 
thorough, more so than any doctor I 
have seen yet. The doctor explained 
things to me that no one else ever has.”
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

“Meeting with the doctor, we discussed 
and viewed if I was truly a candidate for 
the treatment. The doctor let me know 
I was not a candidate but did leave the 
door open for me to seek her services 
in the future if I thought I needed her 
services.
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

And that’s why I’m offering a limited 
time…

The FREE 17 Point 
“Damaged-Disc” 

Qualifying Assessment

That’s right, no charge and no 
obligation to buy or do anything. 
But you will find out if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new 
disc treatment. You won’t be left 
wondering if decompression could 
have eliminated your pain.

At your FREE Assessment we’ll 
check out your: ligaments, muscle 
activity, hips, pain levels, reflex 
response, discs, tendons, spine, 
pelvis, x-rays or mri, range of 
motion, nerve function

Expires December 30, 2009

Just read what a few of our 
patients that have been through 
the procedure had to say:
“I suffered with lower back pain and 
leg pain for 2 years. I tried physical 
therapy, acupuncture, spinal injections 

but none of it worked. After receiving 
spinal decompression treatment, my 
pain has been totally eliminated and 
I can now walk much better.” 
Lincoln Leung
Brooklyn, NY

I felt like a truck ran over me. I was in 
such pain it was unbelievable. I gotta tell 
you, so far I’ve had 7 or 8 treatments, 
and I feel 100% better. I live aways 
away but worth every mile to come 
here.” 
Fabienne Alexander - Retired
Brooklyn, NY

I saw several different doctors, medical 
doctors, chiropractors and other 
various treatments with no results. I 
had a couple bad discs. I immediately 
started feeling much, much better and 
the back pain decreased. At the end of 
my treatments my pain is almost non-
existent.” 
Burt Mclvain
Brooklyn, NY

“After reading the full page article in 
the paper, I was skeptical of the positive 
results of a treatment for degenerative 
disc that might show pain relief My wife 
and I decided to make an appointment 
for the no charge (nothing to lose) 
17 point evaluation. Guess What! 
Following only my third treatment, I 
was virtually pain free. I cannot thank 
the doctor and her staff enough as I am 
pain free! 
Bud Hillis
Brooklyn, NY

Call 
718-234-6206 

Today! 
Dr. Melinda Keller

5911 16th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11204

Visit: 
brooklynspinecenter.com

*JAMA 2008: 296(20):2441-2450
This offer does not apply to federal 
beneficiaries or CAN members

How To Avoid Risky Back Surgery With  
A Breakthrough Non Surgical 

Treatment And Get Out Of Pain Fast
Here’s how the newest breakthrough non-surgical back pain 

and sciatica treatment may end your pain and solve 
your herniated, bulging or degenerated disc pain problems…

ADVERTISEMENT

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller 
Brooklyn, NY 11204
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One agency for all your insurance needs.

THE  WRIGHT AGENCY
718-671-8000

I can help you bundle and save.
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BY JAIME LUTZ
Not in Brooklyn’s back-

yard’s backyard!
Prospect Lefferts Gar-

dens residents are suing the 
state and the developer of 
a 23-story apartment com-
plex planned for Flatbush 
Avenue, saying that the 
tower will destroy the low-
rise residential neighbor-
hood’s charming character 
and cast recreation-ruin-
ing shadows over Prospect 
Park.

“My initial interest in 
the project was, ‘How is 
my personal life going to 
change when a 23-story 
apartment goes up in my 
backyard?’ ” said Celeste 
Davis, who has lived in 
the neighborhood for 25 
years. “But then I realized 
that it was about actually 
the whole backyard of the 
neighborhood — Prospect 
Park is our backyard.”

The lawsuit claims 
that developer Hudson 
Companies Inc. got more 
than $72-million from the 
state’s Housing Finance 
Agency without fi rst doing 
a legally required environ-
mental impact study. That 
is a big problem, lawyers 
for the petitioners say, be-
cause the building at Lin-
coln Road could have an 
unprecedented effect on 
the neighborhood’s look, 
its socioeconomic mix, and 
even the plant-life in Pros-
pect Park.

“The tower is going 
to cast shadows over the 
park,” said Rachel Han-
naford, one of the Legal Ser-
vices lawyers representing 
residents.

Neighbors of the planned 
high-rise claim that the 
building would be nearly 
one-and-a-half times as tall 
as the next tallest building 
near the park’s edge, and 
that its shadows could kill 
plants that need direct sun-
light. 

Other neighborhoods 
surrounding the park — 
including Park Slope and 
Windsor Terrace — re-
strict how high developers 
can build, in part for this 
reason, the activists point 
out, while Prospect Lef-
ferts Gardens’ zoning al-
lows for the building to go 

up without special permis-
sion from the city.

Letting the skyscraper 
rise would make Prospect 
Park’s long-dead designers 
roll in their graves, accord-
ing to opponents. 

“This tower would have 
a detrimental effect on 
[Calvert] Vaux and [Fred-
erick Law] Olmsted’s vi-
sion of the park,” Han-
naford said. 

The litigious Lefferts 
Gardeners add that the 200 
luxury apartments that 
come with the building 
would draw rich people in 
droves and prompt land-
lords throughout the neigh-
borhood to raise their rents. 
But the project developer 
says all that is just talk.

“The opponents of the 
project really just are 
against the development,” 
said Hudson vice president 

Allison Novak, pointing 
out that the Tivoli Towers 
complex on nearby Crown 
Street is 33 stories tall.

One-fi fth of apartments 
will be below-market-rate 
housing, reserved for fami-
lies making no more than 
half the area’s median in-
come, and the project is 
also set to include retail, 
parking, and community 
facilities. 

Construction is sched-
uled for completion in early 
2016, according to the com-
pany’s website.

Lawsuits challenging 
developers for lacking en-
vironmental impact studies 
are popular tools of proj-
ect foes. The companies 
behind Downtown’s  City 
Point mega-development  
and  a luxury tower town in 
Greenpoint  are facing simi-
lar project-stopping suits.

Lefferts Gardeners sue, say tower is sour

GOOD MANORS: Lefferts Gardener Celeste Davis says the tower 
planned for Flatbush Avenue would ruin the quiet vibe of this 
block. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Prospect Park it!

INTRODUCTORY 

1-hour* Murad® 
Healthy Skin facial

1-hour* 

massage

$59 $69

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, 
UNITED, OXFORD, HORIZON, 
HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, 
BLUE CROSS, MAGNACARE, 
AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, 
Restylane, Juvederm, Radiesse, 
Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, Laser 
Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, 
Torn Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, 
No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West 
Park Slope

136 West 17th Street 
NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

ANCHORMAN 2: THE LEGEND CONTINUES R 
11a, 1p, 1:30p, 3:30p, 4:10p, 6:10p, 6:45p, 8:45p, 9:25p

WALKING WITH DINOSAURS PG 11a, 1p, 3:15p, 5:30p, 7:45p, 9:45p
47 RONIN PG13 1:30p, 4:10p, 6:45p, 9:25p

THE WOLF OF WALL STREET R 1:30p, 5:15p, 8:45p
AMERICAN HUSTLE R 1p, 3:45p, 6:30p, 9:15p

A MADEA CHRISTMAS  FROZEN  SAVING MR. BANKS 
THE HOBBIT: THE DESOLATIO  THE HUNGER GAMES: CATCHING FIRE

For showtimes: www.paviliontheater.com or 718-369-0838

The Pavilion Theater

FREE POPCORN!
WITH THIS AD
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 60th Precinct  
Commanding Offi cer: 

Deputy Inspector James 
Rooney

Community Affairs: 
(718) 946–3328

The 60th Precinct Com-
munity Council meets ev-
ery third Tuesday of the 
month at 7:30 pm in the 
60th Precinct station house 
at 2951 W. Eighth St.  

 61st Precinct  
Commanding Offi cer: 

Captain John M. Chell
Community Affairs: 

(718) 627–6847
The 61st Precinct Com-

munity Council meets on 
the second Wednesday of 
each month at 7:30 pm in 
the Sephardic Community 
Center at 1901 Ocean Ave. 

 63rd Precinct  
Commanding Offi cer: 

Deputy Inspector John 
Rowell

Community Affairs: 
(718) 258–4444

The 63rd Precinct Com-
munity Council meets on 

the fourth Wednesday of 
every month at 8 pm in the 
Kings Plaza Mall Commu-
nity Room inside the Mall 
on Flatbush Avenue and 
Avenue U. 

 69th Precinct  
Commanding Offi cer:

Captain Norman Grand-
staff

Community Affairs:

(718) 257–6205
The 69th Precinct Com-

munity Council meets on 
the last Tuesday of every 
month at 8 pm in the 69th 
Precinct station house at 
2951 W. Eighth St. or Saint 
Alban’s Church at 9408 
Farragut Rd.

 78th Precinct  
Commanding Offi cer:

Deputy Inspector Michael 
Ameri

Community Affairs:

(718) 636–6410
The 78th Precinct Com-

munity Council meets 
on the last Tuesday of ev-
ery month at 7:30 pm at 
the 78th Precinct station 

house at 65 Sixth Ave.

 84th Precinct 
Commanding Offi cer:

Captain Maximo Tolen-
tino

Community Affairs: 

(718) 875–6850
The 84th Precinct Com-

munity Council meets on 
the third Tuesday of each 
month at 6:30 pm. The lo-
cation varies, so contact 
the precinct’s community 
affairs offi cer to fi nd out 
where the next meeting 
will be.

 88th Precinct  
Commanding Offi cer: 

Deputy Inspector Scott M. 
Henderson

Community Affairs: 
(718) 636–6526

The 88th Precinct Com-
munity Council meets on 
the third Tuesday of ev-
ery month at 7:30 pm. The 
location varies, so contact 
the precinct’s community 
affairs offi cer to fi nd out 
where the next meeting 
will be.

 90th Precinct  
Commanding Offi cer:

Deputy Inspector Mark Di-
Paolo

Community Affairs:

(718) 963–5309
The 90th Precinct Com-

munity Council gener-
ally meets on the second 
Wednesday of each months 
at 7:30 pm of each month at 
30 Montrose Ave., in the 
community room. But the 
date of each meeting is 
subject to change, so con-
tact the precinct’s commu-
nity affairs offi cer to fi nd 
out when the next meeting 
will be.

 94th Precinct  
Commanding Offi cer:

Captain James B. Ryan
Community Affairs:

(718) 383–5298
The 94th Precinct Com-

munity Council meets on 
the fi rst Wednesday of 
the month at 7 pm in the 
Church of the Ascension 
at 122 Java St. (auditorium 
entrance).

76TH PRECINCT
CARROLL GARDENS-COBBLE 

HILL–RED HOOK

Shop ‘n’ shoot
A gunman shot a guy 

as he was walking on Bal-
tic Street on Dec. 22, cops 
said.

The 25-year-old vic-
tim said he was walk-
ing at 1:40 am between 
Hoyt and Bond Streets, 
on the way to the store 
around the corner from 
his home, when the goon 
shot him in the torso 
and in the groin with a 
.45-caliber handgun.

The man could not 
provide a description of 
his attacker, cops said.

Taxi trouble
A trifl ing trio robbed 

a man as he attempted to 
hail a cab on Third Place 
on Dec. 20, cops said.

The 27-year-old vic-
tim  reported he was near 
Court Street at 5:25 am 
when the three bandits 
surrounded him, shout-
ing, “If you make a move, 

we will stab you!” and 
“Give me what you have!” 

The victim forked 
over his cellphone, a debit 
card, a Citibank card, and 
$25 cash, police said.

Rear window
A vicious vandal broke 

the window of woman’s 
home on Visitation Place 
on Dec. 22, then ran away, 

according to cops.
The woman said she 

was watching TV in the 
upstairs bedroom of her 
home between Richards 
and Van Brunt streets at 
9:20 pm when she heard 
the window break, ac-
cording to cops, who did 
not recover any weapons 
at the scene. 

— Megan Riesz

Missing your local blotter? The long-standing tradition of station houses providing local re-

porters access to incident reports in order to compile blotters came to an abrupt end three 

weeks ago, due to pressure from NYPD headquarters. Only three of the 13 precincts we cover 

are now providing crime report information. If you would like your local precinct to resume 

cooperating with the reporters who compile your weekly police blotter, you can make your 

views known by contacting the precinct’s community affairs offi cer or attending its next com-

munity council meeting. The information below comes from the police department’s website 

and meeting times and locations are subject to change. Contact community affairs to verify 

when the next meeting will be.

Where’d the blotter go?

BY NATHAN TEMPEY
Readers of this paper 

want their weekly police 
blotter back and they are 
letting cops know about it.

Sheepshead Bay’s Com-
munity Board 15 responded 
to the ongoing blotter black-
out by penning a letter to 
the top cops at One Police 
Plaza last week demanding 
reporters be allowed back 
into the precincts that have 
barred access to crime re-
port information for the 
last  three   weeks .

“The press should be 
allowed access so that the 
community can know what 
crimes are taking place,” 
said board chairwoman 
Theresa Scavo.

The Dec. 17 decision to 
send the missive garnered 
unanimous approval from 
the panel. One audience 
member and longtime local 
activist cheered the move, 
saying that the police blot-
ter helps him and his neigh-
bors stay safe.

“The blotter is the eyes 
and ears of the community,” 
said Ed Eisenberg. “It’s one 
of the fi rst things I open up 
to. And I read every news-
paper.”

Eisenberg brushed aside 
the police communications 
department’s claim that it 
barred reporter access in 
order to protect confi dential 
information about victims 
and witnesses, pointing out 
that this paper never pub-
lishes names in its weekly 
compilation of local mis-
deeds, only locations.

A community affairs of-
fi cer at the neighborhood’s 
61st Precinct said that the 
order to lock out journalists 

came from One Police Plaza 
and that he has no idea 
when or if the policy might 
change.

“That information 
comes from headquarters,” 
said offi cer Sam Shaya in 
reference to the restric-
tion on reporter access to 
complaint form informa-
tion. “They’re the ultimate 
bosses of all of us.”

Across the borough 
in Fort Greene, the blot-
ter blackout came up at a 
Community Board 2 meet-
ing, too, only cops at the 
neighborhood’s 88th Pre-
cinct deny that anything 
had changed, according to 
board member Charles Du-
bose.

A message left with the 
precinct’s community af-
fairs offi ce on Monday was 
not returned, but an offi cer 
there said on Dec. 17 that 
no new arrangement could 
begin to be made until com-
manding offi cer Scott Hen-
derson returned from vaca-
tion on Dec. 19.

Eisenberg lamented the 
lack of a police presence at 
local civic association meet-
ings, despite repeated invi-
tations.

“If you want to open up a 
dialogue, you don’t do it by 
slamming the door in peo-
ple’s faces,” he said, making 
it clear that he blames the 
department’s heads for the 
community relations freeze, 
not the local precincts.

“They’re between a rock 
in a hard place,” he said.

The police department’s 
offi ce of the Deputy Com-
missioner for Public Infor-
mation did not respond to a 
request for comment.

Readers, leaders 
to cops: Give us 
our blotter back!
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As Brooklynites prepare to say so long to their 

Borough President of the past 12 years, we 

wanted to check in with the man who will be 

sworn in to that job on New Year’s Day. It’s 

the second installment of our monthly feature 

touching base with Eric Adams — “The Presi-

dent on line one” — New Year’s edition.

Adams has big plans for next New Year (think big ball)

President on line 1

DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT:
  Liver, pancreatic and gallbladder problems
  Gastritis, stomach ulcers, heartburn
  Hemorrhoids, colitis, constipation, anal fissure
  Small Intestine Bacteria

ALL PROCEDURES ARE DONE IN AN ENDOSCOPIC CENTER 
WITH MODERN EQUIPMENT (ENDOSCOPY, COLONOSCOPY)

Procedure available on weekend 
Provide Transportation 

Take all of insurance including Medicaid/Medicare

GASTROENTEROLOGIST
HEPATOLOGIST

EXAMINATIONS & TESTS:
  Upper Endoscopy
  Colonoscopy With Polyp Removal
  Capsule Endoscopy
  Lactose Intolerance Test

The doctor is affiliated with top clinics and hospitals: 
Beth Israel Medical Center, New York Community 
Hospital, Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center

DIAGNOSIS AND NEW TREATMENT METHODS OF

HEPATITIS B & C
HEMORRHOIDS

1517 Voorhies Avenue, 1st Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11235

718.332.0600
372 Utica Avenue, 1st Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11213

347.627.9107

Doctor
Igor
Grosman,
DO, FASG
Board Certified
in Gastroenterology
and Internal
Medicine Residency 
& Fellowship
in North Shore 
Long Island Jewish
University HospitalRERUN GASTROPUB
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Bill Egbert: How do 
you plan to ring in the 
New Year? 

Eric Adams: I’m go-
ing to be in Prospect Park 
for the celebration and 
fireworks display, just as 
I’ve done for the past four 
years.

It’s great fun.

BE: Are you going to 
sworn in at the stroke of 
midnight like the mayor?

EA: No, I plan to take 
the oath in a small fam-
ily ceremony, with a close 
friend who’s a justice of 
the peace doing the hon-
ors — probably at my par-
ents’ house.

BE: So, what’s your 
New Year’s resolution? 

EA: To get no sleep! 
No, seriously, I want to 
spend as much time as 
I can this year getting 
out into all the neighbor-
hoods and getting to know 
people. I want to be every-
where and be accessible to 
everyone.

BE: What’s the first 
thing you’re going to do 
after you’re sworn in?  

EA: I plan to go on 
a learning tour of the 
borough, speaking to as 

many people as I can, to 
hear their concerns and 
let them set my priorities 
for the year.  I went to a 
lot of places and met a lot 
of people during the cam-
paign, and I want to go 
out and thank the people I 
met, and introduce myself 
to the people I didn’t.

BE: Marty Markowitz 
is said to have issued more 
than 15,000 proclamations 
during his three terms in 
Borough Hall. What sort 
of proclamations are you 
looking forward to mak-
ing?

EA: Well, I doubt I’ll be 
able to keep up his pace, 
but I am looking for ideas. 
I want to find people who 
are doing great things all 
over Brooklyn and give 
them the recognition they 
deserve.  I’d love to get 
some nominations from 
people who see individu-
als doing good works in 
their own neighborhoods.

Another thing I’d like 
to do along these lines is 
to create a Brooklyn Hall 
of Fame. Our borough has 
produced so many amaz-
ing people who have given 
so much to the city, the 
country and the world. 
We should have a place to 

celebrate those contribu-
tions.

BE: Any other big 
plans for the New Year?

EA: Oh yes — by next 
New Year’s Eve, I want 
Brooklyn to have its own 
ball drop! There’s no rea-
son Brooklynites should 
have to go into Manhat-
tan to see a ball drop. We 
deserve one of our own. 
We’re not sure where it 
will be yet. I’d like to see 
it in Prospect Park with 
the rest of the celebra-
tions. Or we may need to 
do it at Borough Hall. 

We’re still looking into 
the logistics, but next year 
Brooklyn should have a 
New Year’s ball drop of 
our own. 

 — Bill Egbert

IN OUR COURT: Incoming Bor-
ough President Eric Adams 
wants Brooklyn to have its own 
ball drop. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Brooklyn vegans are 

down a place to get fried 
chicken, minus the chicken, 
now that an animal-cruelty-
free Williamsburg staple is 
closing its doors.

Foodswings, one of the 
fi rst vegan-only restaurants 
in Brooklyn and a guilty 
pleasure of ultra-ethical 
animal lovers, announced 
this week that it will close 
its doors in 2014 because its 
landlord is tripling the rent 
and welcoming in a sushi 
restaurant. A worker at the 
10-year-old, humane-but-
not-health-conscious eatery 
on Grand Street said he saw 
it coming.

“It’s Williamsburg, and 
that’s what happens here 
now,” said Foodswings 
manager Tyler Krupsky. 
“The neighborhood has 

changed immensely and 
we are just the latest ones 
to go.”

Krupsky said the vegan 
fast food joint between 

Havermeyer and Roebling 
streets has been operating 
without a lease since the 
beginning of 2013.

Foodswings’ owners are 

not yet sure exactly when 
the restaurant will close. 
They originally thought 
they would have to be out 
by Dec. 31, but they are ne-
gotiating for more time, 
said Krupsky.

The owners may try to 
reopen in another location 
or may start a food truck, 
according to Krupsky.

Vegan activist Deborah 
Diamant, organizer of the 
monthly fund-raiser Vegan 
Drinks, said she is sad one 
of the handful of strictly 
meat-and-dairy-less eater-
ies in the borough is kaput.

“A lot people think 
the food vegans eat is so 
strange, and Foodswings 
made the food seem less 
strange,” said Diamant.

The building’s owners 
could not be reached for 
comment. 

Beloved vegan W’burg fast-food joint will close soon

VE-GONE: Kevin Swenson shows off the vegan drumstick combo, 
which you should get while you still can, if fake fried meat is your 
cup of tea. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Foodswings strikes outAttn:

LANDLORDS

OVER 35
YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE
718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer, smartphone, or iPad, visit BrooklynDaily.com.
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238 Prospect Park West 
(Corner of Windsor Place and Prospect Avenue)

(718) 832-5658

We are proud to announce our newly expanded market

OPEN 24 HOURS 7 DAYS A WEEK
Free Delivery ($2500 minimum purchase)

Come see our extensive line of organic products

Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Yet another massive de-

velopment project planned 
for the Brooklyn waterfront 
has passed city muster.

The 77 Commercial 
Street project, one of two 
high-rise luxury devel-
opments planned for the 
East River shore in the far 
reaches of Greenpoint, won 
a yes vote from the Council 
last Thursday. Councilman 
Steve Levin (D–Greenpoint) 
said he voted to green-light 
the towers that many of his 
neighbors hate because he 
feels, on balance, it will be 
good for the ’hood.

“I have heard from 
many Greenpointers ex-
pressing their opposition 
to the height and density 
of this project, but the open 
space and affordable hous-
ing needs of our commu-
nity that have persisted for 
years also go without ques-
tion,” said Levin.

The pol added that the 

Council worked to get as 
many concessions as possi-
ble out of both the developer 
and the city.

The perks include 
$9.5-million to fully fund 
the Box Street park that  the 
city once promised to build 
before tethering it to the de-
velopment . Also included 

is $14-million to move the 
disabled city vehicles cur-
rently rotting on the site of 
the future park, including 
transit authority Access-
A-Ride and emergency re-
sponse buggies that have 
sat there for decades.

Two hundred of the 720 
apartments planned for the 

two 30-story high-rises will 
be set aside for below-mar-
ket rate housing as part of 
the deal. The so-called “af-
fordable” units will be re-
served for people making 
from 40 to 125 percent of 
area median income, which 
is down from the rates of 
between 80 percent and 175 
that the builder had pro-
posed.

“It has been years in 
the making but Greenpoint 
will now be getting a beau-
tiful, fully-funded, and long-
sought-for park on the water-
front and 200 permanently 
units of affordable housing 
that make our community 
more affordable for working 
families,” said Levin.

The approval comes on 
the heels of the Council  giv-
ing key elements of the huge 
Greenpoint Landing project 
the go-ahead  the previous 
week.

The developer did not re-
turn calls for comment. 

Council’s G’point green-light comes with neighbor perks

IN TOWERS: The Council gave this pair of skyscrapers two thumbs 
up. CetraRuddy

Easy Commercial Street

IS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns

Cosmetic Dentistry
Zoom
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Condo? Co-Op? Rental?
To you it’s simply “Home.”

1435 E. Gun Hill Rd.
Bronx

The Wright Agency
(718) 671-8000

Ask me about the kinds of policies Allstate 
offers for Condominium or Cooperative 
owners and renters.
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said he was not aware of a 
violation, though he had 
heard construction work-
ers talked to the city about 
plans to revamp the Coignet 
façade.

Neighbors have accused 
Whole Foods of letting the 
Coignet building rot since 
the company bought the 
neighboring lots and agreed 
to revamp it in 2005. The 
loss of the right banister 
was only the latest in a long 
line of blows to the build-

ing, including the recent  ap-
pearance of a large crack on 
its base  that neighbors said 
was caused by construction 
on the supermarket.

“Every time I walk by, 
it just seems more dilapi-
dated,” said Joe Mariano, 
a member of the activist 
group Friends and Resi-
dents of Greater Gowanus. 

Whole Foods categori-
cally denies that it played 
any part in the disintegra-
tion of the former New York 
and Long Island Coignet 
Stone Company headquar-
ters.

“I do not think that the 

building is in any different 
condition — except that it 
has been sitting there for 10 
years,” Whole Foods spokes-
man Michael Sinatra said.

Sinatra said he thinks 
the city’s response came as 
a result of locals complain-
ing and not anything the 
store did, adding that the 
company completed work 
on the building’s roof last 
year.

The Coignet building 
may have been the fi rst con-
crete building in the city 
when it was erected in 1873. 
It was designated a land-
mark in 2006.

Continued from cover

Whole fi ne

THE 

SPOT 

Come
with Family  Thursdays are FUN!  

Concert & Balloon Twisting 4-6p, $15/family suggstd 

Beer - Wine - Liquor - Food 
at The Moxie Spot Restaurant

Let Your Freak Flag Fly!
Live Music Every Saturday Night! 9:30PM – 2AM

OPEN MIC SATURDAY NIGHT
MUSIC | SPOKEN WORD | COMEDY | POETRY

www.facebook.com/shindigbrooklyn

Mon Wed 10am 3:00pm,  
Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
www.themoxiespot.com 

Family Disco Movie Night, Bingo Night! 

NIGHT 

Wii Night 

Singalongs DAY Storytimes Dance Around 

“Best Restaurant Play Room”- TimeOut 
NY Kids! 

2 blocks from B. Bridge Park Pier 6 Playgrnd 
2 floors Restaurant and Play Space 
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  

( )
Mon-Wed 10am—3:00pm,  
Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
www.themoxiespot.com 

Singalongs $5/child, Otherwise 2nd Floor Play Fee $2.50/child 
$2.50 play fee waived with each $15 food purchase 

T 

with Family & Friends Come Together  

Family
BROOKLYN August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

tinue to fi ght for a long-term 
fi x.

“This is a victory for the 
175,000 Brooklyn patients 
that depend on Interfaith 
for care,” said New York 
State Nurses Association 
director Jill Furillo. “Our 
coalition will continue to 
work with the state in ev-
ery way possible to secure 
federal funding so that we 
can keep Interfaith open as 

a sustainable full-service 
hospital for the long-run.”

One staffer called it a 
Christmas miracle.

“It’s like a miracle 
that we are still open,” 
said Charmayne Saddler-
Walker, a registered nurse 
at the hospital. 

The hospital employs 
1,544 people. It was origi-
nally supposed to close in 
August but faced opposition 
from politicians,  includ-
ing mayor-elect Bill DeBla-
sio , and unions represent-
ing staffers. A bankruptcy 

judge postponed the closure 
several times, ordering  all 
sides to sit at the negotia-
tion table  in November.

Other medical compa-
nies may take over the hos-
pital’s many clinics.

Interfaith is privately 
run, but the building it op-
erates out of is owned by 
the state’s Dormitory Au-
thority.

Nineteen hospitals have 
closed around the city since 
2000, according to the IM 
Foundation,  including four 
in Brooklyn .

Continued from cover

Interfaith
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Brooklyn’s Democratic 

boss has strengthened his 
borough — but may have 
weakened his party.

Kings County Demo-
cratic chairman Frank Sed-

dio threw his weight behind 
progressive Councilwoman 
Melissa Mark-Viverito’s 
Speakership bid last week, 
uniting Brooklyn’s long-frac-
tured delegation — but poten-
tially turning over consider-
able power to a third party, 
according to insiders.

Seddio, at the urging 
of Mayor-elect DeBlasio, 
surprised observers by 
backing Progressive Cau-
cus co-chair Mark-Viverito 
(D– Manhattan) to lead the 
Council over her rivals, 
Councilman Dan Garod-

nick (D–Manhattan), Coun-
cilman Jimmy Vacca (D–
Bronx), Councilman Mark 

Weprin (D–Queens), and 
Councilwoman Inez Dick-

ens (D–Manhattan). 

Brooklyn sends the larg-
est delegation to the city leg-
islature of any borough, but 
its infl uence has long suf-
fered from the  split between 
county machine loyalists 
like Councilman Vincent 

Gentile (D–Bay Ridge) and 
the more liberal members of 
the Progressive Caucus like 
Councilman Brad Lander 
(D–Park Slope) . 

The current Brooklyn 
boss, who has  only held his 
chairmanship since dis-
graced Assemblyman Vito 

Lopez’s resignation in 2012 , 
looked especially weak after 
Progressive Caucus candi-
date  Carlos Menchaca de-
feated Seddio-backed incum-
bent Councilwoman Sara 

Gonzalez (D–Sunset Park) 
in the September primary . 
But thanks to Seddio’s deal 
with the Progressives, all 16 
Brooklyn reps — even the 
replacement for term-lim-
ited Councilman Charles 

Barron (D–East New York), 
his wife Inez  — are backing 
Mark-Viverito. And it looks 
like Brooklyn will enjoy the 
spoils in the form of power-
ful positions in the Council. 

Rumors are already 
swirling that Seddio loy-
alist Councilman David 

Greenfi eld (D–Borough 
Park) will take the coveted 
land use committee chair-
manship, while Lander will 
become deputy speaker for 
policy. And there’s even 

talk of freshman Council-
man Chaim Deutsch (D–
Sheepshead Bay) heading 
up the public safety com-
mittee.

But experts say the real 
trade-off may not have 
been between boroughs or 
caucuses, but between the 
Democrats and the Work-

ing Families Party.
Some Dem strategists la-

mented that Mark-Viverito’s 
ascension to the Speaker-
ship will mean that the four 
top offi ces in the city will fall 
under the power of the labor-
backed minor party, with 
 Bill DeBlasio as mayor, Le-

titia James as Public Advo-
cate, and Scott Stringer as 
comptroller .

“The WFP has the other 
big three posts,” one insider 
said. “Do the Democratic 
leaders really want to turn 
over that power? What’s 
more important? Being 
‘progressive,’ or that ‘D’ af-
ter your name?”

Working Families is 
known for lending its elite 
canvassing operation — re-
garded as the best in New 
York state — and its ballot 
line to union-friendly candi-
dates. DeBlasio, James, and 
Mark-Viverito have been 
Working Families loyalists 
their entire careers — with 
the Public Advocate-elect 
actually fi rst getting elected 
as Councilwoman from 
Fort Greene as a Working 
Families Party candidate. 
Stringer is a product of the 
Manhattan Democratic ma-
chine, but the key to his vic-
tory over disgraced ex-Gov-
ernor Eliot Spitzer — who 
was dominating the term-
limited Borough President 
in early polls — was ground 
support from the Service 
Employees International 
Union, a major part of Work-
ing Families’ labor alliance. 
And DeBlasio, Mark-Viver-
ito, Stringer, and James all 
appeared on the party’s bal-

lot line on Election Day.
“It means the apparatus 

of electing the Democratic 
leadership will be located 
outside of the party,” an-
other insider said.

• • •
Sources say aspiring 

Brooklyn Republican boss 
Timothy Cochrane will 
run against Assemblyman 
Alec Brook-Krasny (D–Co-
ney Island) in 2014. Cochrane 
refused to confi rm or deny 
his candidacy, but said he 
viewed Brook-Krasny as vul-
nerable in the 46th District. 
The district stretches from 
Bay Ridge to Brighton Beach 
— areas traditionally consid-
ered conservative —  but has 
not sent a Republican to the 
Assembly since 1948 . 

“I think a strong Republi-
can with solid backing has a 
good chance,” said Cochrane. 
“One way or the other, it 
will be a hell of a fi ght, and 
it couldn’t hurt having an 
Irishman in the thick of it!”

Seddio united borough delegation, but surrendered power to Working Families Party

Council Speaker’s gain is Dems’ loss

WILL’S
WATCH
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Bridal fashion
BRIDAL STYLE BOUTIQUE 
905 Ave. U in Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,  
www.bridalstylesboutique.com
Brides hoping to add a bit of flair to their outfit need to 
look no further than Bridal Styles. Its showroom has an 
unmatched selection of unique headpieces, veils, and jewelry.

SPOSABELLA COUTURE 
69A 7th Ave. in Brooklyn,  (718) 789–8700,  
www.sposabellacouture.com
This full-service bridal shop has just about everything a bride 
needs like veils, headpieces, flower girl dresses, and a wide 
array of designer gowns.

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS 
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or  
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com
It has a wide selection of designer gowns and shoes. This 
Bay Ridge dress shop will work with any bride, regardless of 
budget, to find the perfect dress.

Catering & venues
ALLEGRIA HOTEL 
80 W Broadway in Long Beach, (516) 889–1300, 
www.allegriahotel.com 
Allegria Horel, is a chic and sophisticated wedding venue 
in Long Beach with breathtaking ocean views. Its great for 
rooftop or beachfront weddings.

BAY RIDGE MANOR 
476 76th St. in Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,  
www.bayridgemanor.com
This distinctive catering hall is located in the heart of Bay 
Ridge and can accommodate anywhere from 40 to 250 
guests in its two banquet rooms.

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT 
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865, 
www.casapepe.com
Casa Pepe, a Mexican and Spanish restaurant that New York 
Magazine describes as an “elegant restaurant, with garden 
dining in fine weather and a fireplace to warm up the gray 
days of winter” is a great place for a wedding or rehearsal.

GIACOMO’S TRATTORIA 
7902 3rd Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 439–6993,  
www.facebook.com/GiacomosWoodFiredPizza 
Giacomo’s offers authentic Italian cuisine prepared by 
its renowned chefs. Its party room, that has a friendly 
atmosphere, is the perfect place for your bridal shower or 
rehearsal dinner. It offers off-premises catering as well. 

GLEN TERRACE 
5313 Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 252–4614
Glen Terrae has been serving Brooklyn for over 50 years 
and offers unique catering options at affordable prices 
for wedding banquets and other special occasions. It also 
features a brand new Caribbean menu.

GREENHOUSE CAFE 
7717 Third Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8200, 
greenhousecafe.com
Greenhouse Cafe offers a blend of traditions and modern 
food trends and is located in the heart of Bay Ridge. It 
has a full-sized bar and three dining rooms which include 
a beautiful atrium and outdoor dining area. It is ready to 
accommodate your boutique wedding, bridal shower, or 
rehearsal dinner. Valet parking is also available. 

IL FORNETTO 
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494, 
www.ilfornettorestaruant.com
Il Fornetto is the only restaurant in Sheepshead Bay with a 
waterfront view. Its banquet hall and authentic Italian cuisine 
is the perfect setting for your wedding reception.

GRAND PROSPECT HALL 
263 Prospect Ave. in Brooklyn,  (718) 788–0777, 
www.grandprospecthall.com
Grand Prospect Hall offers a wide variety of traditional 
wedding accommodations. It ensures the highest level of 
service to make your special day like a fairy tale.

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB 
200 Huguenot Ave. in Staten Island,  
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com
This new and improved Staten Island venue, which was formerly 
the South Shore Country Club, can provide the perfect and elegant 
backdrop for your reception. It has prime dates still available.

NEW YORK CITY EVENTS 
Contact Dyker Beach Golf Course at  
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or Pelham Bay & Split Rock Golf 
Course at (718) 885–1258 x 229,   
www.nycevents.americangolf.com
These two historic venues, each situated on a beautiful golf course, 
can provide the perfect backdrop for your wedding reception.

REBAR 
147 Front St. in Brooklyn, (718) 766–9110,  
www.rebarnyc.com
Rebar, located in the heart of DUMBO, is a gastropub that 
promises to give you a unique “Brooklyn style” wedding that 
is truly an unforgettable experience. 

SIRICO’S  
8015-23 13th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 331–2900, 
www.siricoscaterers.net
Sirico’s offers elegantly modern accommodations, with the 
care and service that comes from being family-owned and 
operated business for over 85 years.

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH 
BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd. in Staten Island,  
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com
The Vanderbilt boasts both a luxurious banquet hall and 
magnificent outdoor oceanfront space. It can provide the 
highest quality of service, regardless of your preference.

VILLA RUSSO 
118-16 101st Ave in Queens, (718) 849–0990,  
www.villarussocatering.com
Celebrate your wedding while experiencing the true radiance of 
this elegant Italian style villa that is nestled in the heart of Queens.

Entertainment
360 ENTERTAINMENT 
(718) 974–3214,  
www.facebook.com/360Entertainment,  
hree60djs@aol.com 
360 Entertainment is a DJ and event-planning company for 
all types of events and affairs. It has monthly discounts so 
follow the company on Facebook.

THE AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716–0556, www.bottledancers.com
The Amazing Bottle Dancers’ thrilling 20-minute program is a 
great addition to your wedding reception. 

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS 
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath 
Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com
This full service wedding DJ has combined the latest 
technology in music, lighting, and entertainment to make for 
an unforgettable wedding reception.

Event planning
ERRAND BOY’S EXPRESS 
(888) 418–6616 or (347) 946–9298,  
www.ErrandBoysExpress.com
This full-service event planning company offers 24/7 
assistance with lifestyle management , personal assistant, 
concierge, and errand services. It provides assistance for your 
special event or party.   

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST 
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088, 
13thaveflorist@gmail.com
Thirteenth Avenue Florist is fully equipped and can make 
your wedding day a memorable occasion. It is located in 
Dyker Heights and offers cutting-edge designs and a variety 
of signature wedding packages. 

FLORAL FANTASY 
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or 
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com
Floral Fantasy is an instructor for Brooklyn’s Botanic Gardens 
and has your entire wedding celebration covered with 
bouquets, floral arrangements, and decorations fitting any 
budget.

HENRY’S FLORIST 
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or  
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com
This company has proudly been serving the tri-state area for 
over 75 years with service, floral designs for different tastes, 
and budget-friendly wedding and reception packages.

MARINE FLORIST AND 
DECORATORS 
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or 
(718) 338–3600, www.marineflorists.com
This 100-year-old family-owned and operated florist has your 
ceremony and reception covered on the day of your wedding

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY LTD. 
89-02 165th St., Ste. B1 in Jamaica, (718) 526–4613, 
www.bennysjewelryllc.com
Benny’s Jewelry, LTD sets the standard in fine diamond watch 
making. Twenty years of creating some of the most unique 
jewelry has given it a unique perspective on the pulse of its 
clientele. 

CHIARIELLO JEWELERS 
1135 Morris Park Ave. in the Bronx, (718) 823–0495, 
www.chiariellojewelers.com
Chiariello Jewelers has been a family owned and operated 
business since 1988. It is a full-service jewelry store and 
offers comprehensive and detailed advice at any time. 

TIVOLI JEWELERS 
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305, 
www.tivolijewelers.com
Offering a wide variety of unique brands that cannot be 
found anywhere else, Tivoli Jeweler offers the highest quality 
of product while still remaining affordable.

Limousine services
A-CLASS LIMOUSINE 
(800) 760–7125, www.aclasslimousine.com
New York and New Jersey’s #1 limousine specialist has 
wedding packages to meet your budget. Call for a free price 
quote.

MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION 
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com
Mila is about providing the best service possible to ensure 
the utmost satisfaction by servicing the tri-state area with 
their selection of luxury and exotic vehicles.

RJ’S LIMOUSINES 
3285 Sunrise Hwy. in Wantagh, (516) 221–3040, 
www.rjlimos.com
RJ’s will beat the price of any legitimate competitor by 
offering one of the largest selections of new and exotic cars 
on the East Coast with the utmost professional service,

Photography & video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY 
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–0949, 
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com
Fantasy Photography has over 30 years experience in the 
Metropolitan area and specializes in photo and video 
services for all types of weddings.

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO 
104-12 111th St. in South Richmond Hill,  
(888) 400–2738 or (718) 504–1970,  
www.glamourmestudio.com
Glamour Me offers one of the best wedding photo and video 
services in New York. It has packages for any budget, with a 
price and quality money-back guarantee.

JOURDAN LEON PHOTOGRAPHY 
(718) 529–4303, jourdanphotovideo.com
Jourdan Leon Photography specializes in wedding and event 
photography and video. It has been in business for t20 years 
and serves the five boroughs of New York.

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS 
459 Pacific St. in Massapequa Park, (516) 690–1320, 
www.onefinedayphotographers.com
This company offers award-winning photography and video 
packages and competitive pricing that can match any budget.

Salons
PILO ARTS SALON 
8412 3rd Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 748–7411,  
www.piloarts.com
This award winning Bay Ridge salon has been serving 
the New York area with exceptional style and service 
for 35 years. It was voted “Top five color salons” in the 
Metropolitan area and has been a choice wedding day-hair-
an- make-up destination.

SALON MALAVE 
7824 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (347) 497–5720, 
salonmalave.com 
Salon Malave is owned by master hairstylist Mary K. Berlingeri-
Malave and is home to a special team of experienced and 
dedicated professionals who work tirelessly to pamper and 
indulge their clients. It offers numerous bridal services. 

Services
THE CAMBRIA FAMILY DENTAL 
CENTER 
22802 Linden Blvd. in Queens, (718) 528–8592, 
www.cambriafamilydental.com
Cambria Family Dental Center is dedicated to providing the 
entire family with outstanding preventive and restorative 
dental healthcare. It can give you a perfect smile for your 
big day.

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S. 
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,  
www.josephlichterdds.com
Your smile is Joseph Lichter’s top priority. His entire team is 
dedicated to providing you with the personalized, gentle care 
that you deserve. 

OMNI DENTAL CARE 
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,  
www.omnidentalcare.com
If you teeth have chips, gaps, or just need whitening, Omni 
Dental can solve many issues with minimal visits so your 
smile can be perfect for your wedding day. Call now for a 
free consultation.

Wedding expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO 
www.cl.boscoweddings.com
Bosco’s Wedding Expo puts on bridal shows in the New York 
and Connecticut areas. Visit it’s website to see the remaining 
2013 show dates, and special offers.

BRIDAL AFFAIR 
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com
Bridal Affair hosts free bridal shows through November 
and across all the boroughs. It features runway shows and 
a variety of vendors. See its website for reservations and 
additional details.

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA 
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
Great Bridal Extravaganza knows that your wedding day 
is something special and it wants your help you make your 
dreams come true. Attend a Great Bridal Extravaganza bridal 
show and enter the world of weddings and meet local and 
national bridal professionals like florists, wedding planners, 
caterers, and DJs.

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION
Parents want their kids to be 

as healthy as possible. Whether 
tailoring kids’ diets to include 
healthier foods or encouraging 
their youngsters to be physically 
active, parents often go the extra 
mile with regards to the health of 
their children.

But as hard as parents may try, 
some health-related issues are 
diffi cult to avoid or prevent. For 
example, even the most consci-
entious parents might have little 
infl uence over their children’s vi-
sion. Many children have a form 
of myopia, commonly known as 
nearsightedness, which progres-
sively worsens as kids get older, 
but eventually stabilizes when 
their eyes have stopped growing, 
typically in a young adult’s early 
20s. Myopia is common and treat-
able, but parents should still edu-
cate themselves about it so they 
can better respond should they 
suspect their child is suffering 
from nearsightedness.

What causes myopia?

When a person has myopia, 
light entering his eye is focused 
incorrectly. Nearsighted people 
usually have an eyeball that is 
slightly longer than normal from 
front to back, and the light rays 
that make up the images a near-
sighted person sees focus in front 
of the retina instead of directly on 
it. The result is that objects that 
are far away appear blurry.

Are there indicators that a 

child is nearsighted?

Kids likely won’t tell their par-
ents that they are struggling to 
see distant objects clearly, so it’s 
important for parents to look for 
indicators that a child might be 
struggling with myopia. Kids who 
are nearsighted might squint to 
see objects that are far away, in-
cluding the television.

One of the telltale indicators is 
how a child behaves in the class-
room. Children who tell their 
teacher they need to move closer to 
the chalkboard should be taken to 
the eye doctor. Parents who suspect 
their child might be nearsighted 
can talk to their child’s teacher and 
ask if the teacher feels the child 
might be struggling with his or her 
vision. Such struggles can affect 
how a child performs in school.

Children who get frequent 
headaches might also be suffering 

from nearsightedness.
Doctors recommend that kids 

have their eyes examined at six 
months, 3 years of age, and prior 
to entering the fi rst grade. But 
even if kids have passed previous 
eye examinations at each of those 
benchmarks, it’s best to take them 
for another exam the moment a vi-
sion problem is suspected.

Is myopia preventable?

Since it is often inherited, 
myopia is not preventable. How-
ever, treatment can signifi cantly 
minimize its effects. Children 
who appear to be struggling to see 
distant objects clearly should be 
taken for an eye exam. That exam 
may include an eye pressure mea-
surement; a refraction test, which 
is used to determine a correct pre-
scription for eyeglasses; a retinal 
examination; and a visual acuity 
test, which measures sharpness of 
vision at close and far distances.

When a child is diagnosed as 
being nearsighted, the doctor will 
likely prescribe eyeglasses or con-
tact lenses. LASIK surgery can 
correct vision, but many surgeons 
are reticent to recommend such 
surgery until a patient’s eye has 

fully developed, which does not 
occur until after childhood.

Are there other symptoms?

There are additional symptoms 
of childhood vision problems that 
might not indicate nearsighted-
ness, but might indicate another 
problem that should result in a 
trip to the eye doctor. For exam-
ple, a child might close one eye 
when watching television or read-
ing. This could be indicative that 
vision in one eye is poorer than 
the other.

Young children who struggle to 
color within the lines might have 
an issue with their hand-eye coor-
dination. Poor hand-eye coordina-
tion could be the result of a vision 
impairment.

Children who tilt their head to 
one side to improve vision might 
be suffering from a vision problem 
that makes it diffi cult for them to 
look directly down. 

Vision problems can nega-
tively affect how a child performs 
in school as well as in social situ-
ations. Though such vision prob-
lems are not always preventable, 
parents who can identify them can 
greatly minimize their effects.  

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health

If you are reading this text, 
then you have your macula to 
thank. And if you want to appre-
ciate high-defi nition television, 
then your macula must func-
tion correctly. That’s because 
the macula, a quarter-inch area 
at the back of the eye’s interior 
(retina), is responsible for the 
central vision and the ability to 
focus on and resolve distinct de-
tails, objects, and features. 

Unfortunately, for the 25 mil-
lion Americans with type 1 or 
type 2 diabetes, the macula is a 
prime target for diabetic macu-
lar edema, the leading cause of 
blindness in diabetic patients. 
More than half a million Ameri-
cans currently live with diabetic 
macular edema, which occurs 
when blood vessels in the eye fi ll 
with fl uid or blood that subse-
quently leaks into the retina.

“diabetic macular edema 
often has no onset symptoms, 
which is why it’s important that 
diabetic patients receive com-
prehensive dilated eye exams 
on a yearly basis,” said Dr. Sam 
Unterricht, chief of ophathal-
mology at New York Methodist 
Hospital. “By the time a patient 
starts to notice the symptoms of 
DME, such as distortion, blurred 
vision, and diffi culty resolving 
faces or reading, the condition 
may already have reached a late 
stage. To diagnose DME, an oph-
thalmologist uses ultrasound 
biomicroscopy with stereopsis, 
a painless technique in which 
sound waves create a detailed, 
three-dimensional image of the 
eye. This allows the doctor to 
evaluate subtle details in the 
macula that may indicate that 

DME is present.” 
Fortunately, more than 90 

percent of cases can be halted. 
But it is a progressive condition, 
so receiving treatment as soon 
as it is identifi ed is crucial. The 
most common treatment is focal 
laser surgery. During the pro-
cedure, laser beams are used to 
“weld” closed the affected areas 
of the retina, which slows the 
leakage of fl uid, stabilizes the vi-
sion, and considerably reduces 
the risk of further vision loss. 
Ophthalmologists at New York 
Methodist Hospital can now also 
treat it with injections of antibod-
ies that can reduce fl uid leakage 
into the retina and inhibit the 
growth of new blood vessels. 

“The best way for diabetic 
patients to reduce their risk for 
developing diabetic macular 
edema is straightforward: be 
dedicated to your treatment for 
diabetes,” said Dr. Unterricht. 
“Manage your blood sugar care-
fully, exercise regularly, eat a 
balanced diet and maintain a 
healthy body weight. This is es-
sential to reducing risk for all 
types of complications due to 
diabetes. However, those who de-
velop DME have an ever-increas-
ing array of options that will al-
low them to stave off vision loss 
and blindness, and help them to 
maintain a high quality of life.” 

New York Methodist Hospi-
tal’s Diabetes Education and 
Resource Center offers a mul-
tidisciplinary team of doctors, 
including ophthalmologists, 
specializing in diabetes. To fi nd 
a physician affi liated with the 
Center, call (718) 499–CARE 
[(718) 499–2273].

How to recognize if your 
child has a vision problem

Treatment for diabetic 
macular edema at NY 

Methodist Hospital

Many children have a form of myopia, commonly known as nearsightedness, which 
progressively worsens as kids get older, but eventually stabilizes when their eyes 
have stopped growing, typically in a young adult’s early 20s.

Dr. Sam Unterricht, chief of opthalmology at New York Methodist Hospital, 
evaluates a patient for diabetic macular edema.
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Millions of people have 
signifi cant visual impair-
ments that can make daily 
life challenging. Although 
many vision problems are 
readily treated with correc-
tive lenses, treating low vi-
sion may not be so simple.

“Low vision” is a term 

used to describe the inabil-
ity to see clearly. Even after 
correcting for vision with 
glasses or contact lenses, 
many people still cannot see 
well and test at lower than 
20-40 vision. The American 
Academy of Ophthalmology 
defi nes low vision as what 
happens if ordinary eye-
glasses, contact lenses or in-

traocular lens implants do 
not provide a person with 
clear vision.

Anyone with reduced vi-
sion that is not corrected 
by some method of lenses 
or surgery is considered to 
have low vision or be visu-
ally impaired. Low vision 
may cause slight vision loss 
or even blindness.

Causes of low vision

There are many factors 
that contribute to the onset of 
low vision, including disease, 
aging, injury, and heredity. 
The following are some of the 
more common causes.

• Age-related macular de-
generation: This is a common 
eye condition among people 
age 50 and older. In fact, it is 

the leading cause of vision 
loss in older adults, says the 
National Eye Institute. When 
a person has age-related 
macular degeneration, the 
macula — which is the most 
sensitive part of the retina 
responsible for fi ne-tuning 
images received by the eye 
— deteriorates and does not 
work properly. Though there 
might be some vision, im-
ages won’t be clear. The most 
common form of age-related 
macular degeneration is 
known as nonexudative, or 
“dry” form. This generally 
causes vision loss that devel-
ops gradually. More rapid 
and severe vision loss comes 
from exudative, or the “wet” 
form, of macular degenera-
tion. This occurs when ab-
normal blood vessels develop 
under the macula and leak 
fl uid and blood.

• Cataracts: Cataracts are 
a clouding of the lens of the 
eye that usually develops 
with aging. It may be present 
at birth or be the result of an 
injury to the eye. Depending 
on the severity of the cloudi-
ness of the lens, vision can be 
impacted greatly. Cataracts 
may form as a result of long-
term exposure to ultraviolet 
light, exposure to ionizing 
radiation, secondary effects 
of diseases such as diabetes, 
hypertension and advanced 
age, or trauma.

• Glaucoma: When a per-
son has glaucoma, eye dam-
age occurs to his eye when 
there is a buildup of fl uid 
pressure within the eye, 
also known as intraocular 
pressure. This pressure can 
damage the optic nerve and 
cause visual fi eld loss, which 
over time might escalate to 
blindness. Glaucoma is often 
dubbed “the silent thief of 
sight,” because in most cases 
it progresses slowly and vi-
sion loss is not immediately 
apparent.

• Diabetic retinopathy: Vi-
sion can fl uctuate daily as a 
result of diabetes. Diabetic 
retinopathy can cause blood 
vessels in the retina to de-
velop abnormal off-shoots 
that leak blood and interfere 
with vision, eventually caus-
ing severe damage to the 
retina.

• Retinal detachment: 
This occurs when the retina 
separates from its underly-

ing layer. The portion that 
detaches may be rendered 
useless and cause total im-
pairment of vision. Some 
retinas can be surgically re-
attached, and vision may be 
restored partially if surgery 
occurs promptly.

• Aniridia: Aniridia oc-
curs when the iris, which is 
responsible for controlling 
the diameter and size of the 
pupils and regulating the 
amount of light reaching the 
retina, fails to develop nor-
mally. If the iris is not func-
tioning properly, extreme 
sensitivity to light and an 
inability to see clearly may 
result.

Treatment for low vi-

sion

Treatment cannot begin 
until your vision is assessed 
by a professional. An optome-
trist may conduct various vi-
sion acuity tests to determine 
what might be the cause of vi-
sion loss. Each type of low vi-
sion problem requires a dif-
ferent approach to treatment, 
so it’s important to correctly 
diagnose the problem before 
beginning treatment. 

Some treatment options 
for low vision include special-
ized optical systems, video 
magnifi cation, therapeutic 
fi lters, or special prescrip-
tion glasses. There also may 
be the need to perform eye 
exercises that help maximize 
existing visual function. In-
dividuals may have to use 
a combination of devices to 
fi nd the best ones.

Only a doctor can de-
termine the culprit behind 
vision loss. Routine visual 
exams are recommended 
at least every year and may 
need to be more frequent if a 
person is suffering from de-
teriorating vision. If caught 
early, many eye conditions 
can be managed to help pre-
vent further loss of vision.  

www.nym.org

We fixed that.

“Because of my 
diabetes I was 
getting blisters 
and wounds on 
my feet.”
Today, doctors can speed wound recovery
by dramatically increasing blood oxygen levels
using hyperbaric oxygen therapy.  Using this
technology as well as other treatments, the
team at New York Methodist Hospital’s Wound
Care and Hyperbaric Center can help save the
limbs of people with diabetes, and promote
healing of many other types of wounds.  

Wound Care and Hyperbaric Center
One Prospect Park West, Brooklyn
718-622-2608

Diabetes Education & Resource Center
263 Seventh Ave, Brooklyn
718-246-8603

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health

Different conditions comprise low vision

Only a doctor can determine 
the culprit behind vision loss. 
Routine visual exams are rec-
ommended at least every year 
and may need to be more fre-
quent if a person is suffering 
from deteriorating vision.
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Feel 
The Love

CONEY ISLAND HOSPITAL

General Information: 

Prenatal care will help to keep 
you and your baby healthy. 

Get it early, get it regularly, 
get it at the right place. 

Call today (718) 616-4392

A t Coney Island Hospital, our Labor Delivery & Recovery suite is a single room 
designed for use throughout the entire birthing process to provide a more 

comfortable, home-like environment. Our caring and highly qualifi ed doctors, nurses 
and midwives will provide you with happy memories that will last a lifetime.
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Visit our state-of-the-art facility located at 2025 Kings Hwy
718-339-6868 www.brightoneye.com

Most insurances accepted
TAKING CARE OF BROOKLYN’S EYES FOR OVER 25 YEARS

It’s that time of year again when we all make resolutions to start an exercise program and lose those last ten 
pounds we are carrying with us for the past couple of years. Why not start with a comprehensive eye exam at the top 
of your resolution list? The future of healthcare starting in January is unknown; why not take destiny into your own 
hands and make a checklist of all the preventive measures you can take to ensure that you are in the best health pos-
sible.  Give yourself a head start and make an appointment with your physicians today; start with your eyes and make 
an appointment with your eye MD to kick off the New Year.

Preventing serious problems by early detection is the number one way to stay healthy. A comprehensive eye exam 
including a dilated retinal exam can detect many diseases that are silent and without symptoms, the most common 
being:

fl uctuating vision can be simply remedied with a new prescription for glasses.
So take your health into your own hands and schedule an eye exam with your eye MD today. Start the New Year 

off with the knowledge and confi dence that you’re taking the right steps to healthy living.   As we all know, there is 
nothing more important than your health.

Visit Brighton Eye at our state-of-the art eye care facility. Our Board Certifi ed physicians and seasoned staff will be 

Happy and Healthy New Year wishes to all!

A D V E RT O R I A L

BRIGHTON EYE
Make A New Year’s Resolution 

To Take Care Of Yourself:

START 
WITH YOUR EYES Millie R. Fell, MD

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health
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As men and women age, 
they can experience cer-
tain physical changes and 
health challenges. Vision 
impairment is one condi-
tion that many associate 
with aging, and cataracts 
are a primary concern for 
those of middle-age and 
older.

Today, more than 22 mil-
lion Americans age 40 and 
older have cataracts. Ac-
cording to the National Eye 
Institute, by age 80, more 
than half of all Americans 
will either have a cataract or 
have had cataract surgery.

Cataract is clouding of 
the eye’s lens that blocks or 
changes the passage of light 
into the eye. Normally the 
lens is clear, which allows 
light to pass through to 
the back of the eye, so that 
a person can see well-de-
fi ned images. If a cataract 
forms and the lens becomes 
covered in an opaque fi lm, 

light cannot pass through 
easily. The result will be 
fuzzy vision, almost like 
looking through a fogged-
up window. If cataracts are 
not treated, an individual 
may eventually lose most of 
his or her vision.

One or both eyes can be 
affected by cataracts. In the 
case of both eyes being com-
promised, one eye is usu-
ally worse than the other.

The primary risk fac-
tor for developing cataracts 
is age. The older a person 
is, the greater their risk. 
However, there are several 
other risk factors as well.

• Intense heat or long-
term exposure to UV rays 
from the sun

• Certain diseases, such 
as diabetes

• Obesity
• High blood pressure
• Infl ammation in the 

eye
• Hereditary infl uences
• Long-term steroid use
• Eye injuries

• Other eye diseases
• Smoking
Prevent Blindness 

America provides free in-
formation to the public on 
everything from cataract 
basics to tips on what to 
expect from cataract sur-
gery. And, as part of its new 
Healthy Eyes Educational 
Series, the organization of-
fers a specifi c online mod-
ule on cataracts, including 
a Power Point presentation 
and guide. The organiza-
tion shares this informa-
tion about cataracts:

• Early symptoms of a 
cataract may include cloudy 
or blurry vision. 

• Lights may cause a 
glare, seem too dim, or 
seem too bright. 

• Sufferers may also fi nd 
it diffi cult to read or drive, 
especially at night.

• Individuals may have 
to change their eyeglass 
prescriptions often.

There are no medica-
tions or other treatment 

options besides surgery to 
correct cataracts. In the 
United States, cataract sur-
gery has a 95 percent suc-
cess rate, and patients often 
have 20-20 or 20-40 vision 
post-surgery. Cataract sur-
gery is also the most fre-
quently performed surgery, 
often performed as an out-
patient procedure.

In Canada,  where, ac-
cording to Statistics Can-
ada, seniors will make up 
21 percent of the population 
by 2026, cataract surgery is 
also frequent and well toler-
ated. Approximately 250,000 
cataract surgeries take 
place in Canada each year, 
according to The National 
Coalition for Vision Health.

It is widely recom-
mended to get regular eye 
exams to check for cata-
racts early on.

“By getting a complete, 
dilated eye exam, your doc-
tor can discuss with you 
the best strategy to protect 
your vision well into the fu-
ture,” said Hugh R. Parry, 
president and CEO of Pre-
vent Blindness America. 
“We encourage everyone, 

especially those ages 40 and 
older, to make their vision 
a priority by scheduling an 
eye appointment today.”  

Prevent Blindness 
America, visit prevent-
blindness.org/cataract or 
call its toll free number at 
(800) 331–2020. 
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As the human body ages, 
certain things might not 
work as well as they used to. 
Though no two individuals 
are the same, there are cer-
tain things people expect to 
deal with as they age.

Changes in vision are 
one thing many people as-
sociate with aging. Some 
people maintain perfect vi-
sion throughout their lives, 
while others’ vision deterio-
rates and conditions begin 
to develop. Though not ex-
clusive to the elderly, glau-
coma is one such condition 
many seniors must deal 
with. But even though risk 
for glaucoma increases as 
a person ages, that doesn’t 
mean younger men and 
women should not famil-
iarize themselves with this 
condition and learn its 
symptoms and characteris-
tics. 

In fact, glaucoma can 
be present for years before 
it’s recognized. This only 
further highlights the im-

portance of understanding 
this condition so, should it 
appear, it can be effectively 
treated as soon as possible.

What is glaucoma?

Glaucoma is a term used 
to refer to a group of condi-
tions that can cause dam-
age to the optic nerve. The 
optic nerve is responsible 
for carrying visual infor-
mation from the eye to the 
brain, and oftentimes op-
tic nerve damage is a re-
sult of increased pressure 
in the eye. In the United 
States, glaucoma is the sec-
ond most common cause of 
blindness. 

What role does intra-

ocular pressure play?

The eyes are fi lled with 
fl uids that help maintain 
pressure in the eye. That 
pressure is called intra-oc-
ular pressure. This is not 
a bad thing, but high pres-
sure is a risk factor for glau-
coma. Measuring intra-oc-
ular pressure is fairly easy. 
Doctors will use a tonom-
eter to measure it, but men 
and women should know 

that normal intra-ocular 
pressure does not necessar-
ily mean a person does not 
have glaucoma, nor does 
a high case mean a person 
does have glaucoma. While 
high intra-ocular pressure 
is a risk factor for glaucoma 
and controlling it is a focus 
of glaucoma therapy, there 
is more to diagnosing and 
treating glaucoma than just 
focusing on intra-ocular 
pressure.

What causes high in-

tra-ocular pressure?

The eye produces a fl uid 
called the aqueous humor 
which is used to bathe and 
nourish the various parts of 
the eye. 

This fl uid typically fl ows 
out of the eye through chan-
nels in the front of the eye in 
an area called the anterior 
chamber angle. When the 
fl ow of the aqueous humor 
is blocked or slowed,  the 
fl uid gets trapped in the eye 
and then intra-ocular pres-
sure builds, at which point 
damage to the optic nerve 
can occur.

Get to know cataract risk factors

Vision impairment is one condition that many associate with ag-
ing, and cataracts are a primary concern for those of middle-age 
and older.

Be aware, glaucoma does not 
always exhibit symptoms
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FOR NETS TICKETS CALL 
(718) NETS-TIX 

OR VISIT BROOKLYNNETS.COM

BROOK LY N  NE T S 
FA N  OF  T HE  W E E K

Get spotted in your Brooklyn Nets gear by our photographers, 

 and we’ll put your picture in the paper!

Marika Litz, Park Slope
“Brooklyn is my home now, and I love basketball. I used to be 

a big fan of Jason Kidd.”
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

AnimalLeague.org
1.877.4.SAVE.PET

ADOPT A PET

SEAN CASEY ANIMAL RESCUE, IN OUR HANDS RESCUE
& NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

Like us on

106 Court St. • Brooklyn, NY
SUN DEC 29 • 1PM – 6PM

8209 Third Ave • Brooklyn, NY
SAT DEC 28 • 12PM – 5PM

106 C S B106 C S B
Regal Theater

8209 Thi d A B kl NY8209 Thi d A B kl NNY
One Love Animal Hosp.
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The new Whole Foods Market in 

Gowanus is rotten for allowing an 

historic building next door to fes-

ter, said city conservationists, who 

fined the organic grocer $3,000 just 

days after its grand opening (“Whole 

Foods lettuce down: City preserva-

tionists,” online Dec. 20).

The Landmarks Preservation 

Commission determined Whole 

Foods reneged on its 2005 promise 

to repair the decaying, landmarked, 

Coignet building at Third Avenue 

and Third Street, but the company 

denies any wrongdoing.

Commentators chewed the fat on 

the web and offered their own food 

for thought.

Wow, a huge fine! How will they 
ever cope with that outstanding sum of 
$3,000? 

Surely this is going to grab their at-
tention immediately!

Harry from Brooklyn

If Whole Foods has to pony up funds 
to maintain the structure, they should 
bring it to code and perhaps make it 
a wine shop — a la Trader Joe’s — or 
something else to their benefit, which 
will in turn benefit us all. 

Develop the area and building; don’t 
just preserve it and have it sit there dor-
mant for another 50 or so years. Happy 
to have Whole Foods in the neighbor-
hood and I look forward to frequenting 
it. Christie from Park Slope 

My question is where were the 
Friends and Residents of Greater Gow-
anus for the last 10 years? 

Doesn’t any “friends” organization 
typically raise money for such things? 
 Jim from Carroll Gardens 

Why not report that Whole Foods 
does not own that property, and how 
the owners speculated and played a 
game (for profit) that failed? Why not 
fine the owners of that corner shambles 
of a building or move to take it away 
via other means, as it’s adding nothing 

to Gowanus for decades on end? 
That fine is levied at the wrong peo-

ple. Whole Foods has brought added 
vitality to Third Street and Third Av-
enue — something not done by Land-
marks or any city agency, apart from 
Department of Environmental Protec-
tion. Fining Whole Foods is pathetic.
 Joe from Carroll Gardens 

Does every old building in New 
York City have to be preserved forever? 
What’s so special about this one? 

Whole Foods should basically be al-
lowed to do what they wish with it.
 Phantom from Bay Ridge 

This is just dirty, city back-room 
dealing. Yes, you can have permission 
to spend huge amounts of money reme-
diating the land and revitalizing the 
area, but in return you have to pay for 
the neglected property you don’t own. 

Then, after you’ve done that, the 
owner who wasn’t ever fined for ne-
glecting this property — both before 
and after landmarking — will get to 
sell it for a hefty profit, and you’ll get 
none of that money. 

Sounds good, right? I really hope 
Whole Foods sues the city and a judge 
is able to invalidate this part of the 
“contract” with city. Why didn’t these 
oh-so-concerned neighbors buy this 
building 10 or 15 years ago? 

I’m sure it could have become a 
beautiful jewel on the edge of that fes-
tering brownfield of contamination.  
 Ty from Prospect Park South

Perhaps the house would be better 
suited in a different location, such as 
Prospect Park. It, indeed, looks like a 
great “fixer-upper,” and is very charm-
ing, I might add. 

Perhaps it would make a wonderful, 
all-year-round haunted house.
 John Wasserman 

 from Prospect Heights 

Library ‘Scrooges’
To the editor,

Brooklyn Public Library spokesman 
Josh Nachowitz, who is ramrodding 
the sell-off of Brooklyn Heights branch 
down our throats, is not divulging the 
names nor the amount of monies bid 
by the real estate moguls, who intend 
to exploit our local community by de-

stroying our library and erecting con-
dominiums in its footprint (“Library 
bookmarks Brooklyn Heights branch 
plans,” online Dec. 13).

That stinks, and will prevent an in-
vestigation of the buyer, until too late. 
There is no accurate information as 
to where an interim library would be 
located during the numerous years of 
construction. 

None of the plans included infor-
mation as to how many levels the huge 
parking garage of the seven skyscrap-
ers would require. 

Are they planning on setting off 
explosives in order to remove the bed-
rock that Brooklyn Heights is located 
on? Digging deep down into the site 
could lead to environmental disaster. 
Brooklyn Heights lies on top of a maze 
of 200-year-old clay, tile, and concrete 
sewer pipes, according to “Old Brook-
lyn Heights: New York¹s First Suburb” 
by Clay Lancaster.

Library officials spoke about 
height, but not about depth. Pile-driv-
ing causes stress and vibrations. Steel 
poles are driven deep into the ground 
using a pile-driving hammer. The blast 
waves are up to 245 vibrations a min-
ute. These blast waves and air pollu-
tion from pile driving have serious ad-
verse effects felt thousand of feet away. 
What safeguards do we have? 

Josh  Nachowitz says to trust library 
officials, but pile-driving and blasting 
will cause disastrous damage to the 
200-year-old water pipes and sewer 
lines when they burst and leak poison-
ous gases, bacteria, and expel raw sew-
age and feces. The city doesn’t know 
where these sewer pipes are because 
it has no record of them. Concrete dust 
from the project will pollute our air for 
years, and noise pollution will destroy 
the sleep of area residents. 

The tallest of the proposed buildings 
is 55 f loors, big enough to block out the 
sunlight. None of the comic-book il-
lustrations of the proposals showed 
the backside of the condominiums that 
would be on Clinton Street. The Brook-
lyn-Heights-neighboring building at 
One Pierrepont Plaza has the ugliest 
rear appearance, with a huge garbage 
platform and a noisy seven-days-a-
week garbage pickup.

Library officials tout the fact that 
they have had 45 hours of public meet-

ings with my community. Since the 
first hour of the first meeting, these 
scoundrels have presented the de-
struction of Cadman Plaza’s Brooklyn 
Heights Business and Career Develop-
ment Library as a done deal. Citizens 
Defending Libraries has presented a 
petition signed by more than 14,000 pa-
trons protesting the sell-off of our be-
loved library. 

People also overwhelmingly re-
buffed the move to relocate the business 
library — which is handicap-accessible 
— to Grand Army Plaza library in the 
Brooklyn Public Library’s own survey 
two weeks ago. 

Did any of our heartfelt pleas mat-
ter to those money hungry Scrooges? 
Bah, humbug!   
 Justine Swartz 

 from Brooklyn Heights

Snow scofflaws
To the editor,

The first snowfall of the year pro-
vided many homeowners and mer-
chants where I live an opportunity to 
demonstrate their consistency. They 
are the ones who, having failed to com-
ply with the law intended to make side-
walks safe for pedestrians in winters 
past, didn’t clear the sidewalks of snow 
and ice this time around either.

City property owners are supposed 
to shovel their sidewalks within four 
hours after the snow has stopped fall-
ing or, if it ends after 9 pm, clear their 
sidewalks by 11 am the following day. 
Otherwise, they risk a $100 fine.

Evidently, these repeat scofflaws 
don’t care that their neighbors, cus-
tomers, and passersby could be seri-
ously injured if they slipped and fell on 
their sidewalks. Nor does the possibil-
ity of an expensive lawsuit encourage 
them to act responsibly. 

Maybe an onslaught of fines after 
every snowstorm would do the trick. 
Besides making the city’s streets 
safer for pedestrians, it could gener-
ate much-needed funding for neglected 
municipal projects. 

The effectiveness of such a ticket 
blitz could be enhanced by empower-
ing parking-enforcement officers to 
ticket those who fail to keep their side-
walks clear of snow and ice. 
 John Casson

 from Park Slope

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
telephone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve the 
right to edit all correspondence, which 
becomes the property of Courier Life 
Publications. To read more comments, 
visit www.BrooklynDaily.com.

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Whole Foods in whole lotta trouble over building
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*New Accounts and new money only. APY effective December 14, 2013. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. IRAs are not eligible. Funds cannot be transferred 

from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more information. All offers are subject to change and termination 

without prior notice at any time. From Forbes.com March 18, 2013. © 2013 Forbes.com LLC. All rights reserved. Used by permission and protected by the Copyright Laws of the United States. The printing, copying, redistribution, or retransmission of this Content without 

express written permission is prohibited.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

At Flushing Bank, we’re small enough to know you and large enough to provide you  

with the great rates you’re looking for. Hurry, an offer like this can’t last forever.

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local  

Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

Our great rates are always in season.

60-Month CD

2.15%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY*

Learn more at

autismspeaks.org/signs
Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567
TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ~2007 Chevy Impala, 28k, Stk# 42370. 
$117 per month for 72 months @ 5.9% APR.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on 
vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995
 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 53k 56974 $14,888
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2009 Acura MDX, 31k 73459 $22,888
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
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! Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030

START 2014 
WITH

START 2014 
WITH
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567
TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ~2007 Chevy Impala, 28k, Stk# 42370. 
$117 per month for 72 months @ 5.9% APR. ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on 
vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ̂ Slight h2o damage. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

COROLLA S2012 TOYOTA

$103BUY 
FOR: Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

EDGE2011 FORD

$147BUY 
FOR: Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2011 CHEVY

$99 Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD LX2012 HONDA

BUY 
FOR: Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115
2009 HONDAPILOT EX

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$199BUY 
FOR:

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE 
A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or 

BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!

$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

15k miles, Stk#73236

$9,995
RAV4 4WD'10 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

16k miles, Stk#73241

$9,995
CIVIC'10 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

35k miles, Stk#74688

$17,995
PATHFINDER'12 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

29k miles, Stk#78422

$9,995
CRUZE'12 CHEVY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

47k miles, Stk#82690

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

21k miles, Stk#84619

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995

$8,995
SONATA'11 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

42k miles, Stk#83604

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
For Complimentary Pick Up.

TO CHOOSE FROM!
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Selects  
Cleanup Plan for the Gowanus Canal Superfund  

site in Brooklyn, New York
      
After considering the public’s comments on EPA’s  
preferred cleanup plan to address contamination  
at the Gowanus Canal Superfund site in Brooklyn,  
New York on September 30, 2013, the EPA signed  
a Record of Decision selecting the cleanup reme- 
dy. The cleanup plan will require the removal of  
contaminated sediment and the capping of  
dredged areas. The plan also includes controls to  
reduce sewage overflows and other land-based  
sources of contamination from compromising the  
cleanup. The Record of Decision is available elec- 
tronically on EPA’s webpage at:  
http://www.epa.gov/region2/superfund/npl/gowa- 
nus/ 
Project documents including the Record of Deci- 
sion are also available for public review at the fol- 
lowing site information repository location: Carroll  
Gardens Library, 396 Clinton Street, Brooklyn, NY  
11231; 
Red Hook Library, 7 Wolcott Street, Brooklyn, NY  
1123; and the EPA Region 2 Superfund Records  
Center, 290 Broadway, 18th Floor, New York, NY  
10007-1866. If you have questions or need addi- 
tional information, contact the EPA’s Community  
Involvement Coordinator for the Gowanus Canal  
Superfund site, Natalie Loney, at (212) 637-3639  
or loney.natalie@epa.gov.

LEGAL NOTICE

SUPREME COURT OF  
THE STATE OF NEW  
YORK 
COUNTY OF KINGS
__________________
HSBC BANK USA, NA- 
TIONAL ASSOCIATION, 
f/k/a MARINE MIDLAND  
BANK, successor by
merger to NINTH FEDER- 
AL SAVINGS AND 
LOAN ASSOCIATION OF  
NEW YORK, and
MICHAEL CALABRESE

Plaintiffs, 

- against - 

JONATHAN FISHER; AN- 
DREW KLADIAS, if living,
or if he be dead, his  
spouse, heirs-at-law,  
next of kin,
distributees, executors,  
administrators, assign- 
ees, lienors, 
creditors, successors-in- 
interest and generally all  
persons 
having or claiming under,  
by or through said AN- 
DREW 
KLADIAS, by purchase,  
inheritance, lien or other- 
wise
of any right, title or inter- 
est in and to the premis- 
es 
described in the com- 
plaint herein, and all  
creditors
thereof, and the respec- 
tive spouses, or widows  
of his,
if any, all of whose 

LEGAL NOTICE

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CLZ EVERGREEN LLC, a  
domestic LLC, filed with  
the SSNY on 9/10/13.  
Office location: Kings  
County. SSNY is desig- 
nated as agent upon  
whom process against  
the LLC may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process  
to The LLC, 742 68th St.,  
Brooklyn, NY 11220.  
General Purpose.

H & LE REALTY LLC, a  
domestic LLC, filed with  
the SSNY on 11/5/13.  
Office location: Kings  
County. SSNY is desig- 
nated as agent upon  
whom process against  
the LLC may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process  
to The LLC, 1127 61st  
St., Brooklyn, NY 11219.  
General Purpose.

JLC MERC LLC, a  
domestic LLC, filed with  
the SSNY on 11/27/13.  
Office location: Kings  
County. SSNY is  
designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to John J. Vento  
CPA, P.C., 95 New Dorp  
Ln., Staten Island, NY  
10306. General Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

ment will be taken  
against you by default for  
the relief demanded in  
the verified complaint.

Dated: November 25,  
2013 

Address:
Andrew J. Wells, Esq. 
Phillips Lytle LLP
Attorney for Plaintiffs
The New York Times  
Building
620 Eighth Avenue, 23rd  
Floor
New York, NY 10018
TEL. NO.:  
(212) 759-4888
FAX NO.:  
(212) 308-9079

LEGAL NOTICE

BUNNY HILL LLC, Arts.  
of Org. filed with the  
SSNY on 11/12/2013.  
Office loc: Kings County.  
SSNY has been designat- 
ed as agent upon whom  
process against the LLC  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail process to:  
81-08 15th Ave., Dyker  
Heights, NY 11228. Pur- 
pose: Any Lawful Pur- 
pose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Name of LLC: 283  
Sackett Street, LLC.   
Arts. of Org. filed with NY  
Dept. of State: 11/12/13.   
Office location: Kings  
County.   Sec. of State  
designated agent of LLC  
upon whom process  
against it may be served  
and shall mail process to:  
3006 Quentin Rd.,  
Brooklyn, NY 11229.   
Purpose: any lawful ac- 
tivity.

Name of LLC: GUSTI D’  
ITALIA LLC.  Arts. of Org.  
filed with NY Dept. of  
State: 11/25/13.  Office  
loc.: Kings Co.  Sec. of  
State designated agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served  
and shall mail process to:  
Business Filings Inc.,  
187 Wolf Rd., Ste. 101,  
Albany, NY 12205, regd.  
agt. upon whom process  
may be served.  Purpose:  
any lawful act.

NEW CITI 86 LLC, a do- 
mestic LLC, filed with the  
SSNY on 11/1/13. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY is designated as  
agent upon whom pro- 
cess against the LLC may  
be served. SSNY shall  
mail process to The LLC,  
31 Bay 17th St., Brook- 
lyn, NY 11214. General  
Purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: KON  
DEF LLC. Articles of Or- 
ganization filed with Sec- 
retary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
09/12/2013. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: Konstantin Vi- 
lenchitz, 10 Stratford  
Road, Suite #12J, Brook- 
lyn, NY 11218. Purpose:  
any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: LAURA  
MORGAN LLC. Articles of  
Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
11/19/2013. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: C/O Pat G  
Wright CPA, 330 East  
19th Street #7, Brooklyn,  
NY 11226 . Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
TOPSCOPE TUTOR, LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 07/23/2013. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: C/O  
United States Corporation  
Agents, Inc., 7014 13th  
Avenue, Suite 202,  
Brooklyn, NY 11228.  
Purpose: any lawful  
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

MY LITTLE SUNSHINE  
CHILD CARE LLC, a do- 
mestic LLC, filed with the  
SSNY on 11/19/13. Of- 
fice location: Kings  
County. SSNY is desig- 
nated as agent upon  
whom process against  
the LLC may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process  
to The LLC, 141 India  
St., Apt. 2, Brooklyn, NY  
11222. General Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF APPLICA- 
TION for Authority of  70  
BATTERY PARK LLC, a  
foreign limited liability  
company (LLC).  Applica- 
tion for Authority filed  
with Secretary of State of  
New York (SSNY) on  
11/20/2013. LLC orga- 
nized in Delaware on  
11/18/2013.  Office lo- 
cation: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: The 

Notice of formation of  
2-4 St Paul’s Avenue  
Properties LLC Arts. of  
Org. filed with the Sect’y  
of State of NY (SSNY) on  
10/9/2013. Office loca- 
tion, County of Kings.   
SSNY has been designat- 
ed as agent of the LLC  
upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process  
to: c/o The LLC, 78  
Rapelye Street, Brooklyn  
NY  11231. Purpose: any  
lawful act.

Notice of Formation of  
BFC/ST. GEORGE LLC  
Arts. of Org. filed with  
Secy. of State of NY  
(SSNY) on 11/25/13.  
Office location: Kings  
County.  SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process  
to Corporation Service  
Co., 80 State St., Albany,  
NY 12207-2543.  
Purpose: Any lawful  
activity. 

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
FRENCH ‘ ENCAS LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 10/16/2013. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: C/O  
United States Corporation  
Agents, Inc., 7014 13th  
Floor, Suite 202,  
Brooklyn, NY 11228.  
Purpose: any lawful  
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LLC, 4611-12th Avenue,  
Suite 1L, Brooklyn, NY  
11219. Office address in  
jurisdiction of organiza- 
tion: 2711 Centerville  
Road, Ste 400, Wilming- 
ton, 19808.  Copy of Ar- 
ticles of Organization on  
file with Secy. Of State of  
Delaware, 401 Federal St  
#3, Dover, DE 19901.   
Purpose of LLC: any law- 
ful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: EULEN- 
SPIEGEL SOFTWARE  
LLC. Articles of Organiza- 
tion filed with Secretary 

LEGAL NOTICE

of State of New York  
(SSNY) on 09/25/2013.  
Office location: Kings  
County. SSNY designated  
as agent of LLC upon  
whom process against it  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail copy of pro- 
cess to: EULENSPIEGEL  
SOFTWARE LLC, 442  
47th Street, #2, Brook- 
lyn, New York, 11220.  
Purpose: any lawful pur- 
pose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
BOROUGHS OF DEAD  
LLC. Articles of  
Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
06/28/2013. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: The  
LLC, 826 43rd St., #13,  
Brooklyn, NY 11232.  
Purpose: any lawful  
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
123 POWELL LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 05/01/2013. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: 48 S  
Service Rd Melville, NY  
11747. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (PLLC). Name:  
LAW OFFICE OF EUGENE  
STRUPINSKY, PLLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 10/15/2013. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: The  
LLC, 147 74th Street,  
Brooklyn, NY 11209.  
Purpose: any lawful  
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
TGSTEN LLC. Articles of  
Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
07/15/2013. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to:  
TGSTEN LLC, 480 Irving  
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY  
11237. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
NEW EDEN FARMS, LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 11/04/2013. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to:  
Corporation Services  
Company, 80 State St.,  
Albany, NY 12207.  
Purpose: any lawful  
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: APPLIED  
SAFETY LLC. Articles of  
Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
12/14/2007. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: THE LLC, 562  
Irving Avenue, Brooklyn,  
NY 11237. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
LADY JUNE, L.L.C.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 10/28/2013. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: The  
LLC, 860 Saint Johns  
Place, Brooklyn, NY  
11216. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name: QI  
FEI PROPERTY LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 10/23/2013. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: The  
LLC, PO Box 130044,  
New York, NY 10013.  
Purpose: any lawful  
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE



27
 D

ECEM
BER 27-J

ANUARY 2, 2014, C
OURIER L

IFE

24
SEVEN

27WWW.BROOKLYNDAILY.COM PUBLISHED BY CNG • 1 METROTECH CENTER NORTH • 10TH FLOOR • BROOKLYN, NY 11201  

SWINGIN’SWINGIN’
INTO 2014INTO 2014
Go back in time at a New Year’s speakeasy celebrationGo back in time at a New Year’s speakeasy celebrationBy Danielle Furfaro

We might be on the verge of 2014, but 
Gemini and Scorpio wants to party 
like it is 1929.

For New Year’s Eve, the event group is 
once again hosting its “Bootleggers Ball,” a 
swinging stroll back to a time when men wore 
fedoras, women were flappers, and hooch was 
made in the bathtub.

“People really respond well to our period 
events. Anything that is very visually inspir-
ing, like circus or steampunk or ‘Star Wars’ 
aliens, does very well,” said Larisa Fuchs, a 
co-owner of Gemini and Scorpio.

For the Bootleggers Ball, the Irondale 
Center in Fort Greene will be decorated like a 
classic speakeasy and all of the entertainment 
with be reminiscent of a bygone era.

The main act will be the 13-piece Hot 
Shim Sham Orchestra, which brings back to 
life the music of big band bandleaders such as 
Benny Goodman and Artie Shaw.

“The music has so much energy and it is 
so alive,” said Jessie Bunting, who plays the 
saxophone and clarinet in the band. “It is cru-
cial that we play for dancers, not just people 
who want to sit and watch.”

As with Gemini and Scorpio’s other events, 
the entertainment will be constant and not 
just on the stage. Other acts at the ball will 
include aerialist Ivory Fox, strongman Adam 
Realman, and magician Nelson Lugo, who 
will circulate throughout the crowd. There 
will also be body painting, a vintage photo 
booth, and psychics. 

“We like creating an immersive environ-
ment,” said Fuchs. “It’s like you are walking 
into a movie set.”

The dress code for the all-night event 
is “depression glamour,” “hobo formal,” 
and “desperation derring-do,” and it will be 
enforced — no costume means no entry. 

Anyone who doubts their dancing abili-
ties can come early and take swing lessons 
between 9 pm and 10 pm with local dance 
school Brooklyn Swings. There will also be 
free champagne during the lesson — which 
should help get those gams and getaway sticks 
moving, and have you jiving and jitterbugging 
in no time.

“The Bootleggers Ball” at the Irondale 
Performing Arts Center (85 South Oxford St., 
between Lafayette Avenue and Fulton Street 
in Fort Greene,  www.geminiandscorpio.com ). 
Dec. 31 at 9 pm. $40–$60.

Huzzah: Revellers at the 
Bootleggers Ball ring in the 
new year. 
 Photo by Samantha Levin
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By Meredith Deliso

There is no wrong way to celebrate New Year’s Eve, but one 
person’s good time can be another’s personal hell. We get 
it. So if you are still figuring out where you are going to 

be when the ball drops this Dec. 31, we have compiled a guide for 
every personality type, to help you find the party that is perfect 
for you.

For the sentimentalist  
Billy Joel has not put out an album in more than a decade — no 

bother, you just want to hear classics such as “Tell Her About It” 
and “Scenes from an Italian Restaurant,” anyway. And you can 
safely bet money that the piano man will also play “New York State 
of Mind” when he comes to the Barclays Center this New Year’s 
Eve. Ben Folds Five will get things started — the piano-pop group 
did release an album last year, but we imagine it will play its classic 
hit “Brick” at some point, too.

Billy Joel at Barclays Center [620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacific Street 
in Prospect Heights, (917) 618–6100,  www.barclayscenter.com ], 8 
pm. $64.50–$199.50. 

For the raver
If your idea of a perfect night out is dancing until the sun comes 

up, you are in luck. BangOn!NYC is throwing a party in an East 
Williamsburg warehouse that looks like a one-night Burning Man. 
There will be two main stages of electronic music, as well as art 
installations, circus performers, art cars, vendors, body painting, 
food trucks, and more.

BangOn!NYC’s “Time and Space” (location revealed upon tick-
et purchase, see  www.bangon-nyc.com ), 9 pm–6 am. $60-$140. 

For the VIP
Custom Fit’s Dumbo loft party has it all. Open bar? Check. 

Champagne toast? Check. Bottle service? Check. Fancy attire? 
Check. Throw in some hookahs, a buffet, and multiple DJs, and 
you have got yourself a party for those who like thing classy.

Custom Fit’s “New Year’s Eve Under the Bridge” at DVA Loft 
(160 Water St. between Pearl and Jay streets in Dumbo, www.
customfitparty.com), 10 pm. $50–$1,500. 

For the Gatsby wannabe
Galapagos Art Space’s “1920s Paris New Year’s Eve Party” is 

“The Great Gatsby” meets “Moulin Rouge,” with can-can dancers, 
acrobats, aerialists, burlesque dancers, and more. The entertain-
ment will be followed by a dance party, so you can shimmy in your 
flapper dress or zoot suit and make Baz Luhrmann proud.

“A 1920s Paris New Year’s Eve Party” at Galapagos Art Space 
[16 Main St. at Water Street in Dumbo, (718) 222–8500,  www.
galapagosartspace.com ], 9:30 pm. $125+ (includes open bar until 
1 am).

For the Times Square-style reveler
If New Year’s Eve to you means bundling up to watch fireworks 

outdoors, and cheering till your voice is gone with a crowd of 
strangers, then head to Prospect Park for its annual concert and 
fireworks display. The show happens at Grand Army Plaza, but 
you can also catch the pyrotechnics on the West Drive and along 
Prospect Park West between Grand Army Plaza and Ninth Street.

New Year’s Eve at Prospect Park’s Grand Army Plaza (Union 
St. between Flatbush Avenue and Prospect Park West in Park 
Slope,  www.prospectpark.org ), 11 pm. Free.

For the fitness fanatic
Get a head start on that New Year’s resolution to exercise more 

with a midnight fun run. The Brooklyn Road Runners hosts its 
only nighttime race in Prospect Park on New Year’s Eve, and run-
ners and walkers of all stripes are welcome to attend (festive wear 

is encouraged, too). Reward yourself with a cup of hot chocolate 
when you are done, and stick around for the fireworks.

“New Year’s Eve 5K Run” at Prospect Park (Prospect Park 
West and Ninth Street in Park Slope,  www.prospectpark.org ). 11:15 
pm. $40, or $30 in advance.

For the cheapskate
You do not have to dip into your savings for a memorable New 

Year’s Eve. Union Hall is hosting a special edition of its “Karaoke 
Killed the Cat” karaoke dance party for the big day, and admis-
sion is no more than the price of a grande latte. You can also take 
advantage of drink specials, sure to get you in the singing — and 
dancing — mood.

“Karaoke Killed the Cat” at Union Hall [702 Union St. near 
Fifth Ave. in Park Slope, (718) 638–4400,  www.unionhallny.com ]. 
10 pm. $5.

For the music snob
If the thought of spending the last few hours of 2013 listening 

to a crappy party band fills you with dread, then you will be in 
good hands at the Knitting Factory. The Williamsburg venue hosts 
the Fela! Band, a group comprised of members of the Antibalas 
Afrobeat Orchestra and cast members of the Tony Award-winning 
musical “Fela!” The show ended its Broadway run four years ago, 
but the group is still partying on.

The Fela! Band at the Knitting Factory [361 Metropolitan 
Ave. at Havemeyer Street in Wiliamsburg, (347) 529–6696,  www.
bk.knittingfactory.com ]. 9 pm. $50.

For the classy couple
Dress to the nines and get a table with a fantastic view at the 

Ides, Andrew Tarlow’s rooftop bar at the Wythe Hotel. The bar 
will be serving a menu of indulgent small bites as fancy as you are, 
including caviar and blinis, shrimp cocktails, lobster salad sliders, 
and duck liver mousse. After dinner, you can grab a drink at the bar 
and dance to DJs, who will be spinning all night.

The Ides at the Wythe Hotel [80 Wythe Ave. between North 11th 
and North 12th streets in Williamsburg, (718) 460–8004,  www.
wythehotel.com ]. Reservations recommended. 

For the dinner-and-dancing set
See the year out with a swing in your step and a full belly at 

Il Fornetto. The waterfront Italian restaurant is throwing a New 
Year’s Eve “extravaganza” that includes a four-course dinner, full 
open bar, party favors, a DJ, and dancing. This party is popular 
and seating is limited, so make sure to RSVP in advance so you 
do not miss out.

“New Year’s Eve Extravaganza” at Il Fornetto [2902 Emmons 
Ave. at East 29th Street in Sheepshead Bay, (718) 332–8494,  www.
ilfornettorestaurant.com ]. $100 per person.

THE FINAL COUNTDOWN
Find the perfect place to spend the last hours of 2013 in Brooklyn

Clockwise from top: Traditionalists can catch fireworks and live music at Prospect Park’s Grand Army 
Plaza. The Fela! Band will bring live Afrobeat to the Knitting Factory in Wiliamsburg. Billy Joel will rock 
the Barclays Center, supported by Ben Folds Five.
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WE WILL BE OPEN NEW YEAR’S DAY @ 1 P.M. — JOIN US!

Ring in the New Year With Chef Anthony’s 
Special 4-Course Dinner New Year’s Eve & New Year’s Day

6:30 seating $59 p.p., Dinner Only
9:30 seating $138 p.p., Dinner & OPEN BAR
DJ  Champagne Toast  Hats  Noisemakers

3-Course Sunday Brunch, 11:30 a.m.–3 p.m., $18 p.p. With Cocktail 
3-Course Lunch Menu, Noon–5 p.m., $23 p.p.

WARM & HEARTFELT NEW YEAR’S WISHES

(718) 833-6666

 Brooklyn, NY 11209  www.thepearlroom.com

SEASON’S    EATINGS

Ask About Our  Holiday Specials

2003 Emmons Ave. 

718.332.6064

Book your Holiday Party!

7410 3rd Avenue (Bet. 74th & 75th Streets)

For reservations please call 718-748-0770
www.sanchosrestaurant.com

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED  VALET PARKING

Happy Holidays to all our Friends & Customers
WE OPEN AT 12PM ON NEW YEARS EVE

A Special Menu will be available for New Year’s Eve from 4pm to 12pm

Now Accepting Reservations 
for New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day

Now Booking Holiday Parties
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER
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By Megan Riesz

Get ready for an influx of Nets 
tattoos.

Chris Torres, former bad 
boy on the TLC television show “NY 
Ink,” is opening what he said will be 
Brooklyn’s biggest tattoo parlor right 
in the shadow of the Barclays Center 
in the first week of January, following 
his tumultuous ride as a reality star.

“Before my name was recognized 
throughout the country, I could have 
opened up any regular shop,” said 
Torres, 37, who appeared on two sea-
sons of the reality series. “After that, it 
would have been a bad look to do it on 
a low level. I had to kick it up and do it 
on a high level.”

Torres will lead a group of around 
eight artists at his new Red Legged 
Devils Studio — named after Brooklyn’s 
volunteer militia regiment in the civil 
war — on Flatbush Avenue near Sixth 
Avenue. Having grown up in Midwood, 
Torres is no stranger to the neighbor-
hood, which he believes is busy enough 
to grant him loyal customers — even at 
a going rate of $200 per hour.

“This area here is more of a com-
munity,” he said. “You have people 
that are walking by here every day.”

The tattoo artist said his experi-
ence on “NY Ink,” which chronicles 
tattoo artist Ami James as he opens 
and operates a shop in SoHo, was 
bittersweet. Though it catapulted him 
to fame, he claimed he was unfairly 
portrayed as a rascal as a result of a 

long-standing feud with James, and 
received a torrent of hateful messages 
on Twitter and Facebook as a result.

“[The producers] told me I was going 
to be a bad guy on the show,” Torres 
said. “People thought I was one thing, 
and I was not. They did not like me for 
it. If I were a lesser person, I would have 
jumped off a building by now.”

Still, Torres admits that his career 

exploded after the show, and he would 
not have been able to open his new shop 
without the notoriety of his name.

“It gave me something to look for-
ward to, to show the world I am a 
tattoo artist and what I am capable of 
doing,” he said.

Red Legged Devils Studio [229 
Flatbush Ave. between Dean and 
Bergen streets].

By Samantha Lim

Brooklyn is full of hidden 
gems in unassuming plac-
es. 

Nouvelle Vague, a quaint cafe 
in Prospect Heights, is a perfect 
example. Look beyond the pas-
try case and espresso machine of 
this colorful neighborhood cof-
fee shop, and you will discover a 
trove of hard-to-find pottery made 
by indigenous artists in the small 
town of Mata Ortiz, Mexico. 

“It’s an enigmatic and remote 
part of the world … Recently 
they found the oldest footprints 
of North America in the state of 
Chihuahua, Mexico — the same 
state where Mata Ortiz is located,” 
said Mary Mayo, an art enthusi-
ast who introduced the pottery to 
Nouvelle Vague’s owner, Valerie 
Vidal. “Working closely with a 
Mata Ortiz trader, I contacted a 
few fine art collectors whom I 
thought might connect with the 
artwork. I wanted to spread the 
word about the pottery as one does 
with good news.”

While the pottery can easily 
be found in the Southwest, few 
places in this part of the US carry 
these impressive works of art. In 
Brooklyn, Nouvelle Vague is one 
of only two places where you can 
view and purchase the earthen-
ware.

“Mary and I are working on 
capturing the attention of a bigger 
audience on the East Coast,” said 
Vidal.

Mata Ortiz pottery is notable 
for its elaborate tribal designs and 
unconventional spouts, though the 
designs are as aesthetically diverse 
as the 500-odd artists who create 
them. One artist might focus on 
ancient motifs, while another spe-
cializes in lifelike animals. Skill 

sets are passed down from one 
generation to the next and materi-
als are derived from nature.

“Grandmothers, cousins, moth-
ers, daughters, sons, etc. partake 
in the responsibilities of creating 
and designing the pot,” explained 
Mayo. “They are mostly hand 
painted and coiled using ancient 
methods. The wheel was not 
invented back then, nor was the 
potter’s wheel. Clay and volcanic 
ash for tempering comes from the 
native land. The paints are made 
from grounded native minerals 
and plants such as turquoise and 
hematite.”

Vidal, who moved to Brooklyn 
from Paris, has been operating 
Nouvelle Vague for close to 14 
months. A quick glance around 
the cafe reveals a love of art that 
goes beyond obscure Mexican pot-
tery — with designer tote bags, 
jewelry, and crafty coffee sleeves 
also on display inside.

“The idea is to enjoy art and 
design in a cozy space,” said 
Vidal.

Customers may exchange their 
own reading material for existing 
selections on the bookshelf. Even 
furniture swaps are negotiable.

“This is a boutique cafe that 
knows no waste,” said Vidal.

In this way, Vidal shares sim-
ilar sensibilities with potters of 
Mata Ortiz.

“I love the idea of these potters 
keeping tradition alive,” she said. 
“They recycle their tools, includ-
ing their elders’ brushes.”

Mata Ortiz pottery showcase 
and sale at Nouvelle Vague [468 
Lincoln Pl. at Classon Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (347) 404–6396, 
 www.nouvellevaguebrooklyn.
blogspot.com ] Pottery on view 
through March 31, 2014.

Tea and pottery
Prospect Heights cafe serves up 
hard-to-find Mexican ceramics

Pottery pals: Nouvelle Vague owner Valerie Vidal (left) and art lover Mary Mayo 
show off the Mata Ortiz pottery currently on display at the coffee shop.

Photo by Stefano Giovannini

LEAVING HIS MARK
‘NY Ink’ bad boy to open huge studio on Flatbush

By Will Bredderman

One show is magically bringing 
Coney Island back to life in 
the dead of winter.

In a throwback to the era of Harry 
Houdini and Theodore Hardeen, 
Sideshows by the Seashore will host a 
display of escape artistry, mind read-
ing, hypnosis, sleight of hand, and 
illusions every Sunday until March.

“It goes back to what you would 
see in Coney Island during its hey-
day, when there were music halls and 
movie theaters all down Surf Avenue 
— and they were open even when the 
parks were closed,” said master of 
mysterious ceremonies Gary Dreifus.

Dreifus said he was thrilled for the 
opportunity to showcase his weird 
gifts — and those of his friends — 
during the winter and early Spring, 
when the People’s Playground is usu-
ally a ghost town.

“People are looking for things to 

the audience is kept at stage-length, 
“Magic at Coney” incorporates every 
member of the crowd at one point in 
the performance.

“This is more intimate, the magic 
happens right in their hands,” said 
Dreifus. “A lot of people have never 
seen live magic before, and this lets 
them connect with the magician in a 
way you don’t get in a larger show.”

And unlike some of the freaky 
shenanigans that goes down at the 
Surf Avenue venue, Dreifus’s arts are 
not too dark for kids to enjoy.

“This appeals to the entire family, 
and there’s nothing that feels better to 
a performer than being able to enter-
tain a whole family,” he said.

“Magic at Coney” at Sideshows 
by the Seashore [1208 Surf Ave., at 
West 12th in Coney Island, (718) 372–
5159,  www.coneyisland.com ] Every 
Sunday at noon. $8 for children, $12 
adults.

do in Coney Island, and the city has 
said they want Coney Island open,” he 
said. “We’re the pioneers now. We’re 
the beacon in Coney Island right now, 
and that in itself is an honor.”

Unlike a flashy Vegas show, where 

Coney conjuring: Magic show makes 

the winter blues magically disappear

Three-ring circus: Sideshows by the Seashore 
will host a magic show every Sunday until 
March.  Photos by Norman Blake

BK Ink: Former “NY Ink” star and tattoo artist Chris Torres is opening his new Red Legged 
Devils Studio in Prospect Heights in the first week of January.  Photo by Elizabeth Graham
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SEASON’S    EATINGS

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

KARAOKE
Every Wed. 8pm

LIVE 
MUSIC

7717 3rd GreenhouseCafe.com Valet Parking

Saturday, 12/28 - Head N’ South @ 10pm
Sunday, 12/29 - David Vann & Co @ 6pm
Friday, 1/3 - Secretly Famous @ 10pm

Saturday, 1/4 - The Ridge @ 10pm
Friday, 1/10 - DJ Suds @ 9pm

Saturday, 1/11 - Head Over Heels @ 10pm
Sunday, 1/12 - David Vann and Co. @ 6pm718 -989 - 8952

New Year’s Eve Celebration
Choice of Appetizer

Lasagna Bolognese  Stuffed Mushrooms  Soup Du Jour 
Fried Calamari   Grand House Salad  Caesar Salad

Choice of Entrée
Roast Pork Loin

Served with Baconkraut Dark Ale Gravy
Chicken Francaise

Egg Battered Sautéed with White Wine Lemon Butter Sauce
Filet Mignon 10 oz. Cut

Served with  Béarnaise and Bordelaise Sauce
Twin 5 oz. Lobster Tails

Two Tails Served with Drawn Butter
Broiled Salmon

With Champagne Dill Sauce
Surf & Turf

50 oz. Filet - 5 oz. Tail 
Served with Drawn Butter and Béarnaise Sauce

Shrimp Scampi
Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic & Butter
All Entrees Served with Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetables

Choice of Desserts
Chocolate Mousse  Assorted Ice Cream  Cheesecake 

Tiramisu  Brownie Overload  Apple Strudel 
COFFEE  TEA  DECAF

MIDNIGHT PARTY
OPEN BAR

DJ & Dancing, 
Hats, Noisemakers,
Champagne Toast 

$85.00 + Tax & Tip

NEW YEARS EVE
Early Seatings Starting at

$38.00 + Tax & Tip

NEW YEARS DAY
Brunch, 12 pm - 3 pm
Dinner, 3 pm - 8 pm

Call For Reservations

RESERVE EARLY FOR HOLIDAY PARTIES

Deluxe New Year’s Eve 
Five Course Dinner Party Menu

Appetizers

Pasta
Penne ala Vodka

Salad 

Entrées 
(CHOICE OF THE FOLLOWING) 

(Entées served with Potato and Vegetable) 

Coffee & Dessert 

Offering two options 
(PRICE PER PERSON)

“ALL PRICES INCLUDE 
SALES TAX & GRATUITY”

Hats, Noisemakers, Streamers & Champagne Toast @ midnight

Party in the New Year

The party starts at 9:30 p.m.

LIVE 
MUSIC 
EVERY 
WEEKEND

JORDAN’S

LOBSTER
2 $22
4 $44

F
O
R

F
O
R

3 $33
5 $50

F
O
R

F
O
R

RETAIL MARKET

COUPON
ONLY

MARKET
ONLY

STEAMED
NO LIMIT1 1/4

FRESH FISH 
SHRIMP AND
CLAMS TOO

EXP - 1/7/14

7AM TO 7PM T JANUARY 1ST 2014

OPEN EVERY DAY

FREE
PARKING

CLOSED
CHRISTMAS

DAY

MARKET SPECIALS & MENU ONLINE: WWW.JORDANSLOBSTER.COM
CORNER OF 2771 KNAPP ST. & BELT PKWY (EXIT 9 OR 9A) SHEEPSHEAD BAY BROOKLYN

GPS: 3165 HARKNESS AVE. (ACROSS FROM THE UA MOVIES)

OTHER 
SIZES

AVAILABLE

5 
HAPPY HOLIDAYS

RETAIL MARKET

Open 
New Year’s 
Day

Free 
Parking
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SEASON’S    EATINGS

Ring in the New Year at
Authentic Spanish & Mexican Cuisine Since 1968

www.pepesrestaurants.com
Open 7 days for lunch, dinner, Sunday brunch & private parties

CASA PEPE & TIO PEPE
Live DJ, PArty Favors, Complimentary Champagne,  

& 12 Grapes, a Spanish Tradition at Midnight

Appetizer
PLATO IBÉRICO  

Serrano ham, Manzanilla olives,  
Spanish chorizo, & Manchego cheese

GAMBAS AL AJILLO 
Sautéed Gulf shripm with garlic, olive oil, & wine

CALAMARES SINALOA 
Fried calamari with mango, chile costeño salsa

Soup or Salad
SOPA DE MARISCOS 

Seafood soup with lobster, clams, mussels, & shrimp

ENSALADA MIXTA 
Mesclun, cucumbers, jícama, mango,  

& pumpkin seeds with citrus chipotle dressing

Entree
ZARZUELLA DE MARISCOS 

Lobster tail, clams, mussels, shrimp in lobster sauce

POLLO MADRILEÑA 
Chicken breast stuffed with ham & cheese

SOLOMILLO A LA PIMENTA 
Grilled filet mignon with sautéed shallots,  

black pepper, & brandy in a cream reduction

 Dessert
 FLAN AL CARAMELO 
 Traditional flan

 TARTA DE QUESO 
 Spanish style cheese cake

Beverages
CAFÉ O TÉ 
Coffee or Tea

$64.00
a la carte menu also available

New Year’s Day Menu  

$50.00
168 W 4th St. 

New York, NY 10014
212.242.6480

114 Bay Ridge Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11220
718.833.8865

Casa Pepe  
Presents 

FIESTA FRIDAYS 
4–7 p.m. 

1/2 OFF Margaritas,  
Sangria, Mexican 
Beer & Mexican  

Food

CALL FOR  
RESERVATIONS

NEW YEAR’S EVE
—We Will Be Serving Our Ala Carte Menu—

Please make your reservations early our last seating is at 7PM

Giacomo’s wishes all our friends 
a happy & healthy 2014

PLACE YOUR 
HOLIDAY CATERING OR 
FOOD ORDERS EARLY

7902 3rd Ave www.giacomospizza.com  718.439.6993

 —Valet Parking— 

Our New Dining Room is available for parties!

CLOSED NEW YEAR’S DAY

Wood Fired Pizza & Trattoria

“Home of the Nutella Calzone”

WE 
DELIVER

ENTREES
Roast Young Vermont Turkey with Apple Chestnut Stuffi ng, Apple Dressing, 
Giblet Gravy and Cranberry Sauce ..........................................................................................$21.95 
Roast Chicken with Stuffi ng ....................................................................................................$19.95 
Roast Honey Glazed Duckling, Apple & Raisin Dressing, Orange Sauce. ...............................$19.95 
Roast Leg of Lamb with Mint Jelly ..........................................................................................$22.95 
Roast Prime Rib of Beef Au Jus ................................................................................................$22.95
Roast Fresh Ham with Apple Sauce ..........................................................................................$19.95
Baked Sugar Cured Virginia Ham Steak, Fruit Sauce ..............................................................$19.95 
Roast Loin of Pork with Apple Sauce .......................................................................................$20.95 
Broiled Seafood Combination .................................................................................................$28.95 
Broiled Stuffed Filet with Spinach and Feta Cheese .................................................................$24.95 
Roast Cornish Hen with Stuffi ng .............................................................................................$20.95 
Fresh Broiled Whole Stuffed Flounder with Crabmeat ............................................................$24.95
Broiled Halibut Steak ..............................................................................................................$24.95
Broiled Heavy New York Cut Sirloin Steak w/Mushroom Caps ................................................$28.95 

VEGETABLES 
Garden String Beans Italian Style, Candied Yams, Mashed, French Fries or Baked Idaho Potato, 
Spinach Sauteed with Mushrooms, Escarole Sauteed, Baked Zucchini, Caulifl ower Au Gratin

CHOICE OF ANY DESSERT - Coffee, Tea, Milk, Coke or Sanka 

OPEN 7 DAYS - 24 HOURS 
Free Parking All Baking Done On Premises  Cocktails Served 

Private Room For All Occasions 
9011 Third Avenue, Brooklyn  718-680-9818

For Children Under 12
Take $3.50 Off 

Any Entree on Menu

Diner - Restaurant

THE

CHOICE OF APPETIZER
Jumbo Shrimp Cocktail $6.50 Extra 

Chilled Tomato or Orange Juice

or SOUP 
Cream of Turkey

RELISH TRAY - California Celery, Queen Olives, Carrot Sticks, Radish Roses
SALADS - Chef ’s Tossed Salad Bowl or Waldorf Salad

Welcome
2014

OPEN
NEW YEAR’S
EVE & DAY

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year from
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SEASON’S    EATINGS

Unique Waterfront Dining

 Authentic Italian Cuisine Inspired By The Sea
 Upscale, Casual Atmosphere On The Bay 

 Wood-Fired, Brick Oven Specialties

2902 Emmons Avenue 
Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn

www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com
On-Premises Parking

Call now to reserve

718.332.8494

Celebrate The Holidays 
With Il Fornetto

New Year’s Day
Serving a three course prix fi xe menu

$2695 
per person

Reservations recommended

Pre Ball Drop Dinner
Three course prix fi xe menu

$3695 per person
A La Carte menu 

also available
Complimentary 

Midnight Toast for all Diners
Ringing in the New Year 

at il Fornetto
Reservations recommended

New Year’s Eve 
Extravaganza

$100 per person 
Book early as seating 

is limited

New Year’s Eve

All prices exclude tax and service charge.
Menu and prices subject to change.Holiday Catering

We will be open New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day.
—Make Reservations Early—

718.252.3030
4220 Quentin Road, Marine Park

Call on us for all of your holiday catering needs, 
from small, intimate gatherings to large-scale corporate events, 

we create a night your guests will be talking about all year!
On/Off Premises Catering.

Our Friday Lobster Special includes:

/2

$2895

EVERY 
FRIDAY 
ENJOY 

LOBSTER!

From all of us at Salvi:
A Happy Holiday & A Happy New Year.

GRAND OPENING

PRIVATE ROOM AVAILABLE 
HAPPY HOUR IS ALL DAY, EVERY DAY AT THE BAR 

Breakfast is served every Saturday & Sunday, 8 a.m.–1 p.m.

 

718-623-TONY (8669)

FREE 
1/2 Onion Loaf 

With Purchase Of  
Any Entree.

FREE 
Mini Dessert 
With Purchase Of  

Any Entree.

FREE 
Steak Flatbread 

With Purchase Of  
Any Two Entrees of $16 or 

Higher Value.
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ity.com. 
ZAWADI FUN: Children make 

a necklace as a zawadi, or 
gift for a friend. Free with 
museum admission. 11:30 am 
and 2:30 pm. Brooklyn Chil-
dren’s Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue in 
Crown Heights, (718) 735–
4400], www.brooklynkids.org. 

ART, “HOMECOMING”: Site-
specifi c installation by Andrea 
Loefke. Free. Noon–6 pm. 
Smack Mellon [92 Plymouth 
St. at Washington Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 834–8761], 
www.smackmellon.org. 

ART, “ROOTS NO SHOOTS”: 
LoVid’s latest project. Free. 
Noon–6 pm. Smack Mellon 
[92 Plymouth St. at Washing-
ton Street in DUMBO, (718) 
834–8761], www.smackmel-
lon.org. 

ART, “THE CAR POOLERS”: 
Work by Alejandro Carta-
gena, whose projects employ 
landscape and portraiture as 
a means to examine social, 
urban, and environmental 
issues. Free. Noon–6 pm. 
United Photo Industries Gal-
lery (111 Front St. between 
Washington and Adams 
streets, Suite 226 in Dumbo), 
unitedphotoindustries.com. 

ART, “LEADERS OF MEN”: 
Exhibition of work by Marek 
Danielewski. Free. 1–7 pm. 
Yes Gallery (147 India St. near 
Manhattan Avenue in Green-
point), www.yesgalleryyes.
com. 

ART, “THE SEA IS A BIG GREEN 
LENS”: A collaborative instal-
lation of sound and sculpture 
from David Henderson & 
Douglas Henderson. Free. 
1–6 pm. Studio10 [56 Bogart 
St. at Harrison Place in Bush-
wick, (718) 852–4396], www.
studio10bogart.com.

LEARN ABOUT KWANZAA: 
Children performance and 
learn the seven principals of 
the holiday. Free with mu-
seum admission. 1 pm. Brook-
lyn Public Library’s Central 
branch [Flatbush Ave. at East-
ern Parkway in Grand Army 
Plaza in Park Slope, (718) 230–
2100], www.brooklynpublicli-
brary.org/branch_library_de-
tail.jsp?branchpageid=265. 

ART, “TOO ART FOR TV 7”: 
Fine art exhibition of 20 art-
ists in the animation industry. 
Free. 2–8 pm. Bunnycutlet 
Gallery [158 Roebling St. near 
Fillmore Place in Williams-
burg, (917) 584–7420], www.
bunnycutlet.com. 

ANIMAL ENCOUNTER: Meet 
Snappy the turtle and learn 
about the animals at the park. 
Free. 2–2:30 pm. Prospect 
Park Audubon Center [Enter 
park at Lincoln Road and 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 287–3400], www.
prospectpark.org/audubon. 

ART, “CONTAINMENT”: Group 
show exploring our increas-
ingly troubled relationship 
with water. Free. 3–6 pm. 
Proteus Gowanus (543 Union 
St. at Nevins Street in Gow-
anus), proteusgowanus.org. 

[620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c 
Street in Prospect Heights, 
(917) 618–6100], www.barclay-
scenter.com. 

WEARABLE ART: Children use 
recycled materials to create 
fun fashions. Free. 6 pm. Salt 
Marsh Nature Center [3302 
Avenue U in Marine Park, 
(718) 421–2021]. 

ARE YOU GAME? A NIGHT OF 
BOOZE, BOARD GAMES & 
BURNIN’ LOVE: Meet some 
like-minded game enthusiasts 
at this singles board game 
night. $15. 8 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400], www.unionhallny.com. 

DJ MIKE “MARK PAZE” PACE: 
Free. 10 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

SUN, DEC. 29

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
FARMERS MARKET: Brought 

to you by Down to Earth. 10 
am–5 pm. The Old Stone 
House (Fourth Street and 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope), 
downtoearthmarkets.com. 

FARMERS MARKET: Brought 
to you by Down to Earth. 11 
am–4 pm. McGolrick Park 
(Russell Street and Nassau 
Avenue in Greenpoint), down-
toearthmarkets.com. 

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, DAVID POLLACK, 

MIRANDA INZUNZA, 
SWEETHEARTS, TWO BOR-
OUGHS: $7. 8 pm. Trash Bar 
[256 Grand St. at Driggs Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (718) 
599–1000], www.thetrashbar.
com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
ARTISTS & FLEAS: New design-

ers come in each weekend. 
Free admission. 10 am–7 pm. 
Artists & Fleas (70 N. Seventh 
St. between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg), 
www.artistsandfl eas.com. 

UNDERGROUND THRIFT 
STORE: Browse a curated 
collection of upscale and 
designer clothing and acces-
sories as well as collectibles 
for the home. A percentage 
of proceeds benefi ts orga-
nizations that fi ght human 
traffi cking. Free. 12:30–4:30 
pm. Plymouth Church [65 
Hicks St. between Orange 
and Cranberry streets in 
Brooklyn Heights, (212) 
829–4923], aki.smugmug.
com/Brooklyn/Plymouth-Un-
derground-Store/19205133_
Tv5Lkh#1497281739_4r2dz3B. 

OTHER
NEW YEAR’S EVE CELEBRA-

TION: Welcome in 2014. Free 
with museum admission. 
11:30 am. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn Ave. 
at St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

KWANZAA CELEBRATION: 
Teaching artist Iris Wilson 
leads participants in an inter-
active celebration with song, 
dance and a candle-lighting 
ceremony. $10 (family of fi ve; 
$2 each additional member). 
11:30 am. Cumbe: Center for 
African and Diaspora Dance 
[558 Fulton St. at Flatbush 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 
935–9700], www.cumbe-
dance.com. 

FRI, DEC. 27
ART, “PANGEA”: Exhibition of 

work by artists from around 
the world, all living and work-
ing in New York City. Free. 
9:30 am–5:30 pm. New York 
Foundation for the Arts (20 
Jay St. at Plymouth Street; 
Suite 740 in DUMBO). 

ART, “TAMARA STAPLES: The 
Magnifi cent Chicken”: Exhibi-
tion that explores and docu-
ments historic, bred chickens 
known as “The Fancy.” Free. 
10 am–7 pm. powerHouse on 
8th [1111 Eighth Ave. between 
11th and 12th streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 666–3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

ART, “T E R R A E”: Exhibition 
of paintings by Orazio. Free. 
10 am–4 pm. VESPA Projects 
[262 Court St. between Kane 
and Degraw streets in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 243–0990], vespa-
artsandcommunity.tumblr.
com. 

ART, “ALBUM TRACKS: Subway 
Record Covers”: Exhibition 
celebrates album artwork that 
features the New York City 
subway and elevated system. 
$7 ($5 children and seniors). 
10 am–4 pm. New York Tran-
sit Museum [Boerum Place 
at Schermerhorn Street in 
Downtown, (718) 694–1600], 
www.mta.info/mta/museum. 

ART, “TWICE MILITANT: Lor-
raine Hansberry’s Letters to 
‘The Ladder’”: New exhibi-
tion examining a lesser-
known aspect of the life of 
the award-winning author of 
the landmark play “A Raisin in 
the Sun.” $12 (suggested). 11 
am–6 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

ART, “FOR & ABOUT: Art & 
Reactions to Superstorm 
Sandy”: Multiple local artists 
commemorate the fi rst an-
niversary of Hurricane Sandy. 
Free. 11 am–5 pm. BAC Gal-
lery [111 Front St. near Wash-
ington Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 625–0080], www.brook-
lynartscouncil.org. 

ART, “WAR/PHOTOGRAPHY: 
Images of Armed Confl ict 
and Its Aftermath”: Explores 
the experience of war with 
an unprecedented collection 
of 400 photographic prints, 
books, magazines, albums, 
and camera equipment. $12 
(suggested). 11 am–6 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 East-
ern Pkwy. at Washington 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.brook-
lynmuseum.org. 

CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR: It’s 
that time of year again when 
the Rockettes are kicking 
it high for the holidays and 
paving the way for Santa’s 
big visit to the city. Don’t 
forget the fabulous live nativ-
ity scene. $58- $508. 11 am, 
2 pm, 5 pm and 8 pm. Radio 
City Music Hall [1260 Ave. 
of the Americas in Midtown, 
(212) 247–4777], www.radioc-

HOLIDAY CIRCUS: “Grandma” 
the clown is coming to the 
borough along with Santa, 
jugglers, acrobatics, and 
dancers. $45–$65. 3 and 7 
pm. Master Theater [1029 
Brighton Beach Ave. at Coney 
Island Avenue in Brighton 
Beach, (718) 732–3838], www.
holidaycircus.com. 

ART, “SMALL WORKS”: Each 
of the 80 pieces of artwork in 
the gallery are no larger than 
12 inches. Free. 4–7 pm. 440 
Gallery [440 Sixth Ave. be-
tween Ninth and 10th streets 
in Park Slope, (718) 499–
3844], www.440gallery.com. 

COMPETITIVE EROTIC FAN 
FICTION: NYC Champion-
ship Edition: Featuring all 
past NYC winners. Hosted by 
Bryan Cook. $10. 8 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.unionhallny.
com. 

MUSIC, VON WILDER, CO-
RALEENA ELLIS, BOSKO 
SUBARA, T HEART, J-SYN-
DROME: $13. 8 pm. Trash 
Bar [256 Grand St. at Driggs 
Avenue in Williamsburg, (718) 
599–1000], www.thetrashbar.
com. 

HEAD ON: 2013 vs. 2003: 
Monthly dance battle where 
you pick the winner (by danc-
ing). With DJ Brian Blackout. 
Free. 10 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

SAT, DEC. 28

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “A MIDSUMMER 

NIGHT’S DREAM”: Theatre 
for a New Audience’s inaugu-
ral production, directed by 
Julie Taymor. $75–$100. 7:30 
pm. Polonsky Shakespeare 
Center (262 Ashland Pl. at 
Fulton Street in Fort Greene), 

www.tfana.org.
MUSIC, BLINDMAN, TEC-

HUNKA, NEWBORN, 
HEAVYFLOW: $8. 8 pm. 
Trash Bar [256 Grand St. at 
Driggs Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 599–1000], www.
thetrashbar.com.

MUSIC, CHARANGA SOLEIL: 
As part of BAMcafe Life. 
Free. 9 pm. Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100], 
www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, DEAD POP STARS SO-
CIETY: 10 pm. The Flat (308 
Hooper St. between S. Fifth 
Street and Broadway in Wil-
liamsburg), www.thefl atbkny.
com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
ARTISAN HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE: 

Presenting innovative artisa-
nal designs to the Brooklyn 
community. 2–8 pm. The Art 
Cafe [884 Pacifi c St. in Pros-
pect Heights, (718) 857–
2522], www.facebook.com/
OfHandandSpirit. 

OTHER
ART, “10 LAWS”: Exhibition by 

Al Paldrok, aka Anonymous 
Boh of Non Grata Group. 
Free. Grace Exhibition Space 
[840 Broadway Ave. at Park 
Street in Bushwick, (646) 
578–3402], grace-exhibition-
space.com. 

ART, “BROOKLYN UTOPIAS: In 
TRANSITion”: Artists, activ-
ists, architects, designers, 
and urban theorists consider 
differing visions of an ideal 
city through the “concrete” 
example of Brooklyn. Free. 
11 am–4 pm. Old Stone 
House [Fifth Avenue between 
Third and Fourth streets in 
Park Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
brooklynutopias.wordpress.
com/upcoming-exhibitions. 

KWANZAA CRAFTING: Chil-

dren learn about the holiday 
and make fun project to take 
home. Free with museum 
admission. 11:30 am and 2:30 
pm. Brooklyn Children’s Mu-
seum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at 
St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

POP-UP AUDUBON: Explore 
the wilds of the park. Free. 
Noon–4 pm. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center [Enter 
park at Lincoln Road and 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 287–3400], www.
prospectpark.org/audubon. 

INTRODUCTION TO BIRD 
WATCHING: Children learn 
about the over 250 species of 
birds that call Prospect Park 
home. Free. Noon–1 pm and 
1–2 pm. Prospect Park Audu-
bon Center [Enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean Av-
enue in Prospect Park, (718) 
287–3400], www.prospect-
park.org/audubon. 

HISTORY IN YOUR HANDS: 
Children learn how to process 
wool into yarn, card, spin and 
use a drop spindle and even 
make a felt ball to take home. 
$3 (free for children). 1–2 
pm. Lefferts Historic Home-
stead [452 Flatbush Ave. 
between Empire Boulevard 
and Eastern Parkway in Park 
Slope, (718) 789–2822], www.
prospectpark.org. 

FAMILIES CELEBRATE KWAN-
ZAA: Join with the Harris 
family and celebrate. Free 
with museum admission. 1–4 
pm. Brooklyn Children’s Mu-
seum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at 
St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

ART, “A-SIDE/B-SIDE”: Exhibi-
tion examining the trend of 
artists extending their cre-
ativity outside the realm of 
a traditional studio practice 
and into the everyday world. 
info@rhombusspace.com. 
1–5 pm. Rhombus Space (183 
Lorraine St. between Clinton 
and Court streets, Third Floor 
in Red Hook), www.rhom-
busspace.com. 

HOUSE TOURS: Children take a 
view of life on a 19th century 
farm and tour the Lefferts 
family legacy. $3. 1–3 pm. 
Lefferts Historic Home-
stead [452 Flatbush Ave. 
between Empire Boulevard 
and Eastern Parkway in Park 
Slope, (718) 789–2822], www.
prospectpark.org. 

MILES OF TILES: Children 4 
years and older discover the 
art of mosaics that decorate 
the subway stations through-
out the system. Free with 
museum admission. 1:30 pm. 
New York Transit Museum 
[Boerum Place at Schermer-
horn Street in Downtown, 
(718) 694–1600], www.mta.
info/mta/museum. 

RACE AROUND THE YARD: 
Enter a potato sack; spoon 
race, and other old fash-
ioned games. $3. 2:30–3:30 
pm. Lefferts Historic Home-
stead [452 Flatbush Ave. 
between Empire Boulevard 
and Eastern Parkway in Park 
Slope, (718) 789–2822], www.
prospectpark.org. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN HOOPS 
WINTER FESTIVAL: College 
basketball. St. John’s vs. Co-
lumbia, Kansas State vs. Tu-
lane, and Boston College vs. 
VCU. $26–$206. 3 pm, 5:30 
pm, 8 pm. Barclays Center 

Kwanzaa queen: Artist and dancer Iris Wilson will lead an interactive 
Kwanzaa ceremony at the Center for African and Diaspora Dance on 
Dec. 29. Photo by James Petrozzello
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MON, DEC. 30
ART, “10 LAWS”: See Friday, 

Dec. 27. 
ART, “PANGEA”: 9:30 am–5:30 

pm. See Friday, Dec. 27. 
ART, “TAMARA STAPLES: The 

Magnifi cent Chicken”: 10 
am–7 pm. See Friday, Dec. 27. 

ART, “FOR & ABOUT: Art & 
Reactions to Superstorm 
Sandy”: 11 am–5 pm. See Fri-
day, Dec. 27. 

CHARLES H. TALLY HOLIDAY 
MONDAY FAMILY PRO-
GRAMS: Take a day to play at 
the Met and enjoy fun discus-
sion and sketching! For fami-
lies with children ages 5–12. 
Free with museum admission. 
11 am, Noon, 1:15 pm, 2:30 
pm. Metropolitan Museum of 
Art [1000 Fifth Ave. at East 
82nd Street in Upper East 
Side, (212) 570–7710], www.
metmuseum.org. 

ART, “THE CAR POOLERS”: 
Noon–6 pm. See Friday, Dec. 
27. 

TUES, DEC. 31
ART, “ALBUM TRACKS: Subway 

Record Covers”: 10 am–4 pm. 
See Friday, Dec. 27. Art, “For 
& About: Art & Reactions to 
Superstorm Sandy”: 11 am–5 
pm. See Friday, Dec. 27. 

COUNTDOWN: Learn about 
the traditions behind the 
party and make a party hat 
to welcome in the new year. 
Free with museum admission. 
11:30 am and 2:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.brook-
lynkids.org. 

BUG OUT!: Children of all ages 
meet grasshoppers, worms, 
and Madagascar hissing cock-
roaches. Free with museum 
admission. 11:30 am–12:30 
pm and 2:30–3:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.brook-
lynkids.org. 

ART, “THE CAR POOLERS”: 
Noon–6 pm. See Friday, Dec. 
27. 

MUSIC, BILLY JOEL: With Ben 
Folds Five. $64.50–$199.50. 
8 pm. Barclays Center [620 

Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street 
in Prospect Heights, (917) 
618–6100], www.barclayscen-
ter.com. 

THE RUB NYE: With DJ Ayres 
and DJ Eleven, plus special 
guests Nick Cathdubs and 
Prince Klassen. $45. 9 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

A 1920S PARIS NEW YEAR’S 
EVE PARTY: Dress for an 
elegant night of dancing. 
Seated tickets include open 
bar until 1 am. $125-$225 
(seated). 9:30 pm. Galapa-
gos Art Space [16 Main St. at 
Water Street in Dumbo, (718) 
222–8500], www.galapa-
gosartspace.com. 

KARAOKE KILLED THE CAT 
NEW YEAR’S EVE SPECTAC-
ULAR: Karaoke dance party, 
hosted by Chris Goldteeth 
and Lord Easy. $5. 10 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

NEW YEAR’S EVE: Celebrate 
the new year Brooklyn style 
with a concert, refreshments 
and the annual fi reworks 
display. Free. 11 pm. Grand 
Army Plaza (Union Street be-
tween Flatbush Avenue and 
Prospect Park West in Park 
Slope). 

WED, JAN. 1
ART, “TOO ART FOR TV 7”: See 

Friday, Dec. 27. 
TRAIN SHOW: 8 am–8 pm. See 

Friday, Dec. 27. 
31ST ANNUAL WREATH INTER-

PRETATIONS: 9 am–5 pm. 
See Friday, Dec. 27. 

ART, “PANGEA”: 9:30 am–5:30 
pm. See Friday, Dec. 27. 

ART, “ALBUM TRACKS: Subway 
Record Covers”: 10 am–4 pm. 
See Friday, Dec. 27. 

ART, “TWICE MILITANT: Lor-
raine Hansberry’s Letters to 
‘The Ladder’”: 11 am–6 pm. 
See Friday, Dec. 27. 

ART, “THE FASHION WORLD 
OF JEAN PAUL GAULTIER: 
From the Sidewalk to the 
Catwalk”: 11 am–6 pm. See 
Friday, Dec. 27. 

ART, “FOR & ABOUT: Art & 
Reactions to Superstorm 

Sandy”: 11 am–5 pm. See Fri-
day, Dec. 27. 

ART, “THE GAMES WE 
PLAYED”: 11 am–7 pm. See 
Friday, Dec. 27. 

ART, “WAR/PHOTOGRAPHY: 
Images of Armed Confl ict and 
Its Aftermath”: 11 am–6 pm. 
See Friday, Dec. 27. 

ART, “HOMECOMING”: 
Noon–6 pm. See Friday, Dec. 
27. 

ART, “ROOTS NO SHOOTS”: 
Noon–6 pm. See Friday, Dec. 
27. 

ART, “THE CAR POOLERS”: 
Noon–6 pm. See Friday, Dec. 
27. 

ART, “LEADERS OF MEN”: 1–7 
pm. See Friday, Dec. 27. 

CONEY ISLAND POLAR BEAR 
CLUB’S POLAR DIP: Take 
the plunge and help raise 
money for Camp Sunshine. 
$20 (suggested donation). 1 
pm. [Stillwell Avenue at the 
Boardwalk in Coney Island, 
(207) 655–3800], www.polar-
bearclub.org. 

BALLROOM DANCE CLASSES: 
For beginners of all ages. 
Free. 6–9 pm. FIAO Beacon 
Community Center at IS 96 
[99 Avenue P. between W. 
11th and W.12th streets in 
Bensonhurst, (718) 232–2266]. 

TWIN PEAKS BINGO: Gather 
with fellow Twin Peaks lov-
ers, gorge on doughnuts and 
Agent Cooper cocktails, and 
play bingo! Free. 8:30 pm. 
Videology (308 Bedford Ave. 
at S. First Street in Williams-
burg), www.videology.info. 

THURS, JAN. 2
ART, “THE FASHION WORLD 

OF JEAN PAUL GAULTIER: 
From the Sidewalk to the Cat-
walk”: The fi rst international 
exhibition of the celebrated 
French couturier’s work, in-
cluding stage costumes worn 
by Madonna and Beyonce. 
$12 (suggested). 11 am–6 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washington 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.brook-
lynmuseum.org. 

ART, “FOR & ABOUT: Art & 
Reactions to Superstorm 
Sandy”: 11 am–5 pm. See Fri-
day, Dec. 27. 

ART, “THE GAMES WE 

PLAYED”: 11 am–7 pm. See 
Friday, Dec. 27. 

ART, “WAR/PHOTOGRAPHY: 
Images of Armed Confl ict and 
Its Aftermath”: 11 am–10 pm. 
See Friday, Dec. 27. 

ART, “HOMECOMING”: 
Noon–6 pm. See Friday, Dec. 
27. 

ART, “ROOTS NO SHOOTS”: 
Noon–6 pm. See Friday, Dec. 
27. 

ART, “THE CAR POOLERS”: 
Noon–6 pm. See Friday, Dec. 
27. 

ART, “LEADERS OF MEN”: 1–7 
pm. See Friday, Dec. 27. 

ART, “THE SEA IS A BIG GREEN 
LENS”: 1–6 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 27. 

TALES OF WONDER: Children 
5 years old and younger 
travel to far away places in 
their imagination by listen-
ing to stories from around 
the world. Free with museum 
admission. 2:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.brook-
lynkids.org. 

ASTRONOMY LIVE: Celestial 
Polar Express: This lecture will 
discuss polaris, and the differ-
ence between the poles. $15, 
$13.50 (seniors & students,) 
$12 (members). 6:30 pm. 
American Museum of Natural 
History [Central Park West 
at 79th Street in Upper West 
Side, (212) 769–5200], www.
amnh.org/calendar/celestial-
polar-express. 

THEATER, “A MIDSUMMER 
NIGHT’S DREAM”: 7:30 pm. 
See Friday, Dec. 27. 

MUSIC, LIVING COLOUR: $15–
$20. 8 pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 11th 
and N. 12th streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

FRI, JAN. 3
ART, “THE GAMES WE 

PLAYED”: Throwback-themed 
exhibition featuring urban art-
ists, including Jamel Shabazz. 
Free. 11 am–7 pm. House 
of Art Gallery [408 Marcus 
Garvey Blvd. at Hasley Street 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, (347) 
663–8195], www.hoagallery.
com. Art, “WAR/PHOTOGRA-
PHY: Images of Armed Con-

HAPPY 
NEW
YEAR!

– S T E A K H O U S E –

SINCE 1985

Have a Happy and Healthy New Year

WWW.EMBERSBAYRIDGE.COM

9519 3RD AVENUE
FOR RESERVATIONS

718-745-3700

PRIVATE PARTIES WELCOME We are open 7 days

By Will Bredderman

Welcome back 
to Bay Ridge 
Nights, your 

guide to the weekend on the 
right side of 65th Street.

By now, the only thing 
left to wrap up is the year, 
and here at Bay Ridge 
Nights, we know all the 
best places to take a cup of 
kindness and forget your 
old acquaintances.

Leave your cares — 
and the stacks of dirty 
dishes — behind, and 
take the stage yourself  on 
Thurday, Dec. 26 for the famous karaoke 
at the Schnitzel Haus [7319 Fifth Ave., 
between 73rd and 74th streets]. You be the 

DJ — regale your friends 
and some strangers with 
some of you favorite tunes, 
as only you can do them.

Make an early resolu-
tion to meet some new 
neighbors and try some-
thing different on Friday, 
Dec. 27, with DJ Johnny 
Versace’s set at Club 
Cats [10007 Fourth Ave., 
between 100th and 101st 
streets]. The lounge is a 
spin-off of hot Sheepshead 
Bay nightspot New Cats 
Cafe on Emmons Avenue. 
Versace spins the hottest 

Russian dance music, for a Russian and 
American crowd. The place starts poppin’ 
at 10 pm. 

Saturday, Dec. 28, celebrate both the 
ghost of Christmas past and Baby New 
Year at the Head and South Christmas/
New Year’s Show at the Greenhouse Cafe 
[7717 Third Ave., between 77th and 78th 
streets] at 10 pm. Taking the stage will be 
beloved local party band, Head Over Heels. 
The band’s repertoire ranges from Top 40 
to southern rock, and is guaranteed to give 
you a high-energy jumpstart to your 2014.

Sunday and Monday will give you time 
to rest up before heading to the Monk 
[9510 Third Ave., between 95th and 96th 
streets] on Dec. 31 at 11 pm for Brooklyn’s 
own Holla Back and its genre-bending 
New Year’s Eve show. Expect a mash-up 
of rock, dance, hip-hop, ’80s and ’90s 
classics, and good dash of humor thrown 
in — the perfect soundtrack to kiss the 
year goodbye to!

Kiss 2013 goodbye in the Ridge!

fl ict and Its Aftermath”: 11 
am–6 pm. See Friday, Dec. 27. 

50 FIRST JOKES: Fifty comics 
come together to tell the fi rst 
joke they’ve written for the 
new year. Hosted by John F. 
O’Donnell. $12 ($10 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, AYANNA LEE: As part 
of BAMcafe Life. Free. 9 pm. 
Brooklyn Academy of Music 
[30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100], www.bam.org. 

SAT, JAN. 4

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, TIMESHARES, UP FOR 

NOTHING, MIKEY ERG, 
FREELANCE ROMANTIC: 
$10. 7 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, MARY HALVOR-
SON QUINTET: As part of 
BAMcafe Life. Free. 9 pm. 
Brooklyn Academy of Music 
[30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100], www.bam.org. 

OTHER
BLOOMING BABIES: It’s a 

snowy day! Children 18 
months to 2 years old learn 
about the season through 
fi nger play, stories, and fun 
activities. Free with museum 
admission. 11:30 am–12:30 
pm. Brooklyn Children’s Mu-
seum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at 
St. Marks Avenue in Crown 

Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

SUBWAY SAFARI: Children 2 
years and older learn about 
the trains through stories 
and games. Free with transit 
museum admission. 11:30 
am–12:15 pm. New York Tran-
sit Museum [Boerum Place 
at Schermerhorn Street in 
Downtown, (718) 694–1600], 
www.mta.info/mta/museum. 

OWL PELLETS: Children 4 years 
and older learn about owls, 
what they eat, how they eat 
and how do they digest their 
food. Free with museum 
admission. 1:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.brook-
lynkids.org. 

TRANSIT MYSTERIES: Children 
of all ages have fun being a 
detective, seeking clues and 
uncovering fun facts about 
transit history. Free with 
transit museum admission. 
1:30 pm. New York Tran-
sit Museum [Boerum Place 
at Schermerhorn Street in 
Downtown, (718) 694–1600], 
www.mta.info/mta/museum. 

ART, TARGET FIRST SATUR-
DAY: Music, entertainment, 
and fun activities. Free. 5–11 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washington 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.brook-
lynmuseum.org. 

PARTY LIKE IT’S 1999: Dance 
to the best pop, rock, hip hop 
and R&B jams of the ’90s. 
Free. 10 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 
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Corks will pop 
and mouths 
will drop.

Season’s Sweetest 
Greetings

TATTS ALL, FOLKS
Artist group raises funds for the 

Philippines by raffling off tattoos
By Megan Riesz

Attendees at this Philippines fund-raiser can wear 
their support for the typhoon-ravaged country on 
their sleeve — forever.

A group of artists is holding a unique charity event in 
Crown Heights on Jan. 4, to raise money for disaster relief 
efforts in the Philippines. The fund-raising “experience” 
will be held at creative co-working and gallery space 
FREECANDY, and will include burlesque performers, 
painted models, and live hip-hop. But the big draw of the 
event is an old fashioned raffle — where the grand prize 
winner will score a tattoo covering their entire upper-arm 
and shoulder.

“Our generation is thrifty,” said Miranda Sullivan, 
spokeswoman for event co-sponsor  Anonymous Arts 
Alliance , adding that this means the group often has to 
come up with unconventional ways to get people to part 
with their hard earned money.

“We come up with a lot of great ideas that maybe don’t 
make any sense,” she said.

The arts alliance is teaming up with producer and 
booker Felicia Cruz, as well as the  ArtForSkins  clothing 
line and  Fight For Future , an Internet freedom advocacy 
group, to deliver the cash-generating bash. The event will 

offer three cheap raffles, chock-full of hipster and hippie 
prizes. One features a chance to win signed paintings and 
original artworks for $2 per ticket, while the others, for 
$5 and $10 per ticket, promise the lucky winner a gift that 
will stay with them for a very long time — a half-sleeve 
tattoo, courtesy of ink artists Jillien Reveron and Terrell 
Middlebrooks.

“That better bring every hipster in Brooklyn,” Sullivan 
said. “You are going to be answering to that decision for 
the rest of your life.”

The collaborative evening — dubbed “Mahal” from 
the Filipino word for “love” — was designed not only to 
raise money for those affected by the typhoon that hit the 
island nation in November, Sullivan explained, but also to 
explore how people can transform and heal through human 
interaction.

“We’ve chosen to focus on a particular incident, 
Typhoon Haiyan, because it is easier for humanity to 
understand the reactions needed of them in these situations 
— to put effort into love for a select group instead of the 
collective,” she said.

“Mahal” at FREECANDY (905 Atlantic Ave. between 
Waverly and Washington avenues in Crown Heights,  www.
freecandy.tv ). Jan. 4 at 8 pm. $10.

Sweet event: Keith Gill, the gallery director of FREECANDY, and Miranda Sullivan of 
Anonymous Art Alliance, which will host the “Mahal” fund-raiser in the space on Jan. 4.
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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BROWNSVILLE

Cheers galore to 91-year-young Sarah 

Simpkins for being an independent lady 
— and to GuildNet Managed Long Term 

Care for making it possible. Our pal Sarah 
is able to live at home and stay involved in 
her community, and she says it’s all due to 
the service organization.

“GuildNet adds 
quality to my life, 
by providing a net-
work of services, 
which saves me a 
great deal of anxi-
ety and stress,” 
said the spry se-
nior, also the se-
nior delegate for 
her housing and 
senior center. 
“Thank the Lord 

that my brain is still together.” Not even 
Standing O can say that!

Sarah is a young whippersnapper com-
pared to her some of her GuildNet peers, 
who are 100 years young and older, and still 
living at home and enjoying an indepen-
dent life.

Standing O wishes Sarah many more 
years of independent happiness, and thanks 
GuildNet for making it happen.

KENSINGTON

‘Super’ blood drive
Give the gift of life this holiday season, 

when the Knights of Columbus Cardinal 

Stritch Council and the New York Blood 

Center co-present the “super bowl” of blood 
drives. 

Both groups want to increase blood do-
nations leading up to Super Bowl XLVIII 
(that’s 48 to you non-Roman numeral types), 
which will be held right here in the Big Ap-
ple — well not quite, but close enough. All 
donors through Jan. 17 will be entered into 
a sweepstakes to win a pair of prized Su-
per Bowl tickets. We all know how expen-
sive those tix can be, but so is blood, so be 
a mensch and make an appointment to do-
nate today. Don’t forget to eat a nutritious 
meal before rolling up your sleeve, and 
bring along your photo ID.

Call (800) 688–0900 for an appointment 
or walk in on Jan. 11 between 10 am and 
2:30 pm.

Knights of Columbus Cardinal Stritch 
Council [349 Quentin Rd. between Dahill 
Road and McDonald Avenue in Kensing-
ton, (800) 932–2566]

BOROUGH WIDE

Big-buck scholarships
Municipal Credit Union is accepting 

applications for its $66,000 scholarship pro-
gram from college-bound, graduating, high 

school seniors.
Eight memorial grants of $5,000 and 13 

endowments of $2,000 are up for grabs. Ap-
plications are open to union members, or 
a child or grandchild of a member in good 
standing. Selection is based on academic 
performance, extracurricular and commu-
nity activities, letters of recommendation, 
and an essay expressing personal goals. Stu-
dent applicants who are also credit union 
members will be automatically entered for 
another $500 statewide scholarship.

The deadline is Jan. 31. Applications 
are available at www.nymcu.org or at the 
following locations: MCU, 1904 Surf Ave.; 
2142 Ralph Ave.; 1560 Flatbush Ave.; and 
350 Jay St. 

BENSONHURST

Reason for the season
Blessings to selfl ess Bishop Kearney 

High School students for adopting local 

charities and fulfi lling the holiday wish 
lists of underprivileged neighbors.

Sister Virginia Lake, director of Insti-
tutional Advancement, let Standing O know 
just how giving her students really are. 

“Early on the morning of Dec. 1, the tree 
was bare, but by the time the students piled 
into school at 8:30 am, the gifts were piled 
high,” she said.

St. John the Baptist Parish, St. John’s 

Bread for Life, St. Francis of Assisi, St. 

Francis Breadline, and Sisters for Life 

were among this year’s benefi ciaries.
Bishop Kearney High School [2202 60th 

St. at Bay Parkway in Bensonhurst, (718) 
236–6363].

BAY RIDGE

Honor and relief
Cheers to the members of the Xaver-

ian High School Honor Society for or-
ganizing a relief drive for the people of the 

Philippines. The group collected hundreds 
of items for those who were affected by Cy-
clone Haiyan, which hit the islands in No-
vember. 

Nina Santos-Becker from the Phil-
ippine American Chamber of Commerce 
picked up the supplies on Dec. 13, which are 
slated for delivery to the Visayas Islands. 

Members of the class of 2015 — Har-

rison Jamin, Dylan Gittins, Anthony 

John Scotto, Brandon Smith, Anthony 

Scotti, Peter Mosconi, Christopher 

Nierva, Christopher Carroll, Joseph 

Tadros, Antonio Mannino, and Joseph 

Gatto — helped load the items into the van 
for delivery. 

Xaverian High School [7100 Shore Rd. 
at 71st Street in Bay Ridge; (718) 759–5728].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

SHEEPSHEAD BAY 

Hooray! Capital One Bank’s 

Sandy-rocked Sheepshead Bay branch 
reopened to the delight of customers 
and staff, who united for a rollicking 
ribbon-cutting earlier this month.

Capital was so badly damaged that 
it set up a makeshift bank in a trailer 
for more than a year, but Standing O is 
happy to report that it’s back in busi-
ness.

“Our customers are happy we are 

back, and so are we,” said assistant 
manager Wilma Forde, a long-time 
employee. “We were all in the trailer 
and space was tight, but we did what 
we had to do.”

Staff led the Dec. 16 festivities, 
treating customers to food, contests, 
games, and prizes, including cups 
and tote bags bearing the Capital One 
logo.

Capital One Bank [3090 Ocean 
Ave. at Voorhies Avenue in Sheep-
shead Bay, (718) 891–6301].

FLATBUSH 

BIG news at BID
Standing O congratulates Lauren 

Elvers Collins, the new executive 
director of the Flatbush Business 

Improvement District. Lauren cur-
rently helms the adjacent Church Av-

enue Business Improvement Dis-

trict, and her new post benefi ts both 
groups through overlapping programs 
and cost reductions, while keeping the 
two groups separate entities.

Small biz advocates are rooting 
for her. 

“Lauren will help make the two 
organizations strong, bigger, and 
better, and I am convinced will have 
a greater impact on the neighbor-
hood and the city at large,” said Rob 

Walsh, commissioner of the New 
York City Department of Small Busi-
ness Services. “Lauren has a great 
track record and it makes perfect 
sense for the two groups to come to-
gether under her leadership.” 

Our pal Lauren gets around town: 
She is the former executive director 
of Gowanus Canal Conservancy and 
the cofounder of the Windsor Ter-
race Alliance, as well as a member of 
Community Board 7. She also over-
saw a $300,000 storefront restoration 
program that improved shopping 
and business along Church Avenue’s 
commercial corridor.

Soon-to-be-ex Borough Presi-

dent Markowitz added his two cents 
in favor of Lauren.

“Flatbush is primed for great 
growth in the years ahead, and I wish 
Lauren all the best,” said the beep.

Standing O says, “Welcome and 
good luck.”

Flatbush Avenue District Man-
agement Association [1616 Newkirk 
Ave. between E. 16th and E. 17th 
streets in Flatbush, (718) 859–2298].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

‘Capital’ reopens in the bay

On her own and living la vida bella!

JOLLY HELPERS: Staff welcome customers back into the renovated Capital One Bank in Sheep-
shead Bay with holiday cheer. Photo by Steve Solomonson
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NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: ANGOY  
LLC. Articles of Organiza- 
tion filed with Secretary  
of State of New York  
(SSNY) on 08/26/2013.  
Office location: Kings  
County. SSNY designated  
as agent of LLC upon  
whom process against it  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail copy of pro- 
cess to: Lumumba An- 
goy, 3500 Snyder Ave- 
nue, 7E, Brooklyn, NY  
11203. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
RACHEL SHERMAN  
CONSULTING LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 06/17/2013. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: C/O  
United States Corporation  
Agents, Inc., 7014 13th  
Avenue, Suite 202,  
Brooklyn, NY 11228.  
Purpose: any lawful  
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of  
RSG-SHEF 298  
WEIRFIELD LLC Arts. of  
Org. filed with Secy. of  
State of NY (SSNY) on  
11/22/13. Office  
location: Kings County.   
Princ. office of LLC: c/o  
Mack Real Estate Group,  
60 Columbus Circle,  
20th Fl., NY, NY 10023.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail 

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of SCHONE DESIGN LLC.  
Art. of Org. filed w/Secy.  
of State of NY (SSNY) on  
3/25/13. Office location:  
Kings County. SSNY des- 
ignated as agent for ser- 
vice of process. SSNY  
shall mail process to 571  
10 St. #3, Bklyn, NY  
11215. Purpose: Any  
lawful activity.

Notice of formation of  
ST. JAMES REALTY NY  
LLC Arts. of Org. filed  
with the Sect’y of State of  
NY (SSNY) on  
10/11/2011. Office loca- 
tion, County of Kings.  
The street address is:  
275 Moriches Rd,. St.  
James NY. SSNY has  
been designated as  
agent of the LLC upon  
whom process against it  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail process to: c/o  
St. James Realty NY LLC,  
1035 East 27th St.,  
Brooklyn NY 11210. Pur- 
pose: any lawful act.

Notice of Formation of  
WY&L LLC, Art. of Org.  
filed Sec’y of State  
(SSNY) 10/8/13. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to 1215  
8th Ave., Brooklyn, NY  
11215. Purpose: any  
lawful activities.                                                                                                          

LEGAL NOTICE

process to the LLC at the  
addr. of its princ. office.  
Purpose: Any lawful  
activity. 

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Pure Plenty LLC. Art. of  
Org. filed with NY Secy.  
of State (SSNY) on  
10/29/13. Office loca- 
tion: Kings Co. SSNY  
designated for service of  
process. SSNY shall mail  
process to registered  
agent at United States  
Corporation Agents, Inc.  
7014 13th Ave, Ste.  
202, Brooklyn, NY  
11228. Purpose: Any  
lawful activity.

ROCK THE AUDITION  
LLC, a domestic LLC,  
filed with the SSNY on  
10/15/13. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
is designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to Sheri Sanders,  
160 Schermerhorn St.,  
Unit 827, Brooklyn, NY  
11201. General Purpose.

TCST MANAGEMENT  
LLC, a domestic LLC,  
filed with the SSNY on  
10/4/13. Office location:  
Kings County. SSNY is  
designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to The LLC, 218  
Avenue T, Brooklyn, NY  
11223. General Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

PJC RESTAURANT,  
LLC, a domestic LLC,  
filed with the SSNY on  
10/30/13. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
is designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to C/O Pierre  
Cournot, 200 Mercer St.,  
Apt. 1-C, NY, NY 10012.  
General Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

YMS Belmont, LLC. Arts.  
of Org. filed with SSNY  
on 06/04/13. Off. Loc.:  
Kings Co. SSNY desig. as  
agt. upon whom process  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail process to: The  
LLC, 1693 E. 2nd St.,  
Brooklyn, NY 11223.  
General Purposes.

LEGAL NOTICE

VENIR MAISON, LLC,  
Arts. of Org. filed with the  
SSNY on 09/16/2013.  
Office loc: Kings County.  
SSNY has been designat- 
ed as agent upon whom  
process against the LLC  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail process to:  
130 Fenimore St., #6A,  
Brooklyn, NY 11225.  
Purpose: Any Lawful Pur- 
pose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LAW OFFICES OF  
JAMES PINCOW, PLLC,  
a Prof. LLC. Arts. of Org.  
filed with the SSNY on  
07/30/2013. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
has been designated as  
agent upon whom pro- 
cess against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to: 250 Lorraine  
St., Brooklyn, NY 11231.  
Purpose: To Practice the  
profession of Law.

LEGAL NOTICE

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To 
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• ‘It’s been really hard on me 
to just sit here and watch.’

• ‘There’s no better point 
guard in the country.’

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Bishop Loughlin’s 

Khadeen Carrington and 
Mike Williams were both 
nearing milestones head-
ing into their home opener, 
and they wanted to achieve 
them together. 

The Seton Hall-bound 
Carrington came into the 
game against St. Francis 
Prep on Dec. 17, closing in 
on becoming the school’s 
all-time leading scorer, as 
Williams was even closer to 
scoring his 1,000th point. 

The backcourt duo got 
their wish — and their scor-
ing marks — during a 79–65 
victory over the Terriers in 
Catholic High School Ath-
letic Association Class AA 
boys’ basketball.

“This is a big moment 
for the school and for both 
of us,” Carrington said. “I 
never heard of two players 
getting 1,000 points and be-
coming the all-time leading 
scorer at the same time and 
the same game. That’s a big 
accomplishment.” 

The Rutgers-bound Wil-
liams, a three-year varsity 
player, scored his 1,000th 
point on a put back in the 
third quarter. He needed 
13 points for the mark and 
scored 18 in the game. 

Carrington, who played 
varsity as a freshman, broke 
JayVaughn Pinkston’s mark 
of 1,643 by scoring a game-
high 28 points to give him 
1,645 for his career. His fi nal 
hoop was a dunk off a steal 
with 1:31 to go in the game. 

Both times the game 
was stopped and the players 
were given commemorative 
basketballs.  

“We told each other we 
should get our milestones 
together at home in front of 

our family and friends and 
for us to win was a bonus,” 
said Williams, who is play-
ing with plantar fasciitis.  

The fi rst player to con-
gratulate Williams was 
Carrington. Williams told 
him it was his turn now and 
started counting down Car-
rington’s points to Lions 
coach Ed Gonzalez, who at 

the time was focused on se-
curing a hard-fought win.

“They support each 
other,” Gonzalez said.  

Carrington said he 
started the game trying to 
feed Williams and get him 
going toward his goal. When 
it happened, he then knew 
it was going to be his turn. 
Carrington found himself 

trying too hard early in 
the fourth quarter and was 
taken out by Gonzalez to re-
focus. He said it worked and 
he went on to score four-
straight points to secure his 
place in history. 

“I guess I was going too 
hard,” Carrington said. 

Gonzalez said it was fi t-

BY RICHARD KAGAN
If you walked past Ja-

son Brickman in street 
clothes, you would likely 
never guess that he is one 
of the nation’s top point 
guards.

The Long Island Univer-
sity senior stands shorter 
than his 6-foot listing, and 
you might think he’s on his 
way to an Economics class 
instead of the hardwood. 
But Brickman recently set 
the Northeast Conference 
record for career assists, 
with 805 — breaking a 
25-year-old mark — and he 
hopes to reach 1,000 by the 
end of his career.   

Brickman surpassed 
Drafton Davis of Marist 
College, who set his record 
in 1988, in a win over New 
Jersey Institute of Technol-
ogy on Dec. 12. Last season, 
he set the Long Island Uni-
versity record for assists 
and is a candidate this 
season for the Bob Cousy 
Award, given to the top 
point guard in the nation. 
Long Island University 
coach Jack Perri called 
Brickman a once-in-a-life-
time fi nd.

“He’s a superstar,” Perri 
said. “There’s no better 
point guard in the country 

as far as I’m concerned.”
Brickman, a native of 

San Antonio, Texas, is light 
on his feet, always at the 
ready, and the ball seems 
glued to his hand before he 
releases it. His eyes look 
forward with a downward 
gaze as if he is searching 
for any opening he can 
fi nd. He usually does and 
exploits it instinctively. 

“I don’t know how I 
learned to pass,” Brick-
man said rather modestly. 
“I try to make the team bet-
ter and try to fi nd seams.” 

Brickman was aware 
of how close he was to 
the record going into the 
NJIT game, needing just 
three. He wanted to break 
it quickly and get back to 
worrying about helping 
LIU win.   

“He’s my Peyton Man-
ning,” Perri said in refer-
ence to the Denver Bron-
cos’ star quarterback. 
“He never gets rattled. 
He keeps his composure, 
whether the team is down 
or ahead.”

The Blackbirds are 4–6 
in the early season and 
their non-conference sched-
ule ends in a few weeks. 
Much of their growth and 

— Brooklyn Collegiate basketball star Jahlil Tripp on 
being sidelined by a stray bullet to the leg

— Long Island University basketball coach 
Jack Perri on star Jason Brickman 

Continued on page 41 Continued on page 41

BEST MAN: Blackbirds guard Jason Brickman is the Northeast 
Conference’s all-time leader in assists.  
 LIU Athletics / Mike McLaughlin

ALL-TIME GREAT: (Above) 
Bishop Loughlin’s Khadeen 
Carrington has the ball during 
Bishop Loughlin’s 79-65 win 
over St. Francis Prep. (Right) 
Carrington, on the left, broke 
the school’s all-time scoring 
record with 1,645 points, and 
Michael Williams scored his 
1,000th point during Dec. 14’s 
game, and they both got com-
memorative balls to immortal-
ize the moment. 
 Photos by Elizabeth Graham

Brickman drives 
LIU’s success

Two Loughlin milestones 
reached in one victory 
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It was near the very 
end of all the pomp 
and circumstance 

surrounding the open-
ing of Abraham Lin-
coln’s new fi tness center 
that I heard something 
that really hit home. 

Councilman Do-
menic Recchia (D–Co-
ney Island), who played 
a large part in securing 
funding for the facility, 
mentioned how one of 
Mayor Bloomberg’s an-
swers to the city’s obe-
sity epidemic was to ban 
large sugary drinks. 
Recchia has a different 
vision that just makes 
more sense after all the 
gym improvements I’ve 
covered over the years. 

“Give them programs 
and places they can ex-
ercise and you’ll see 
our students start los-
ing weight much faster,” 
Recchia said — and I 
couldn’t agree more. 

I went to St. Francis 
Prep in Fresh Meadows 
and played basketball 
there. Before the school 
recently built a multi-
million-dollar facility, 
the weight rooms were a 
garage and an equipment 
closet in the basement, 
which I didn’t visit once 
in my four years there. 

Had there been a 
larger and more modern 
facility, I would have been 
more eager to work out. I 
may have even made a 
few more jump shots. 

Lincoln quarterback 
Javon Moore believes that 
can be the case in Coney 
Island also. He can’t wait 
to get into the new room 
even after injuring his 
ankle in the title game. 

“Kids are just going to 
see the weight room and 
they are going to want 
to stay healthy,” Moore 
said. “They are going to 
want to come in here be-
cause it’s so nice.”

The Railsplitters had 
been using a room half 
the size of the new facil-
ity. This season the play-

ers were forced to lug 
their rusty, old workout 
machines into a nearby 
classroom after fi ve feet 
of fl oodwaters from Hur-
ricane Sandy set back 
work on the new fi tness 
center by nearly a year.  

“I’m hoping it is just 
going to open their eyes 
and motive them more 
to get in here and work 
harder and to know that 
people out there care 
about them,” Lincoln 
coach Shawn O’Connor 
said of his players. 

Don’t get me wrong — 
the construction of the 
fi tness center is as much 
about helping to con-
tinue the success of Lin-
coln’s athletic programs 
— especially the cham-
pionship football and 
basketball teams — as it 
is anything else.  But it 
can’t just be about that. 

“Let this not only be 
for the team and future, 
but for you students as 
well — students who des-
perately need to get into 
an exercise regimen,” 
said Borough President 
Markowitz. 

Gym memberships 
are expensive and moti-
vation to work out in a 
world fi lled with Xbox’s 
and iPads is hard to come 
by. Any incentive we 
can give our kids to stay 
healthy is priceless. 

Program of the Year: 

Abraham Lincoln
The Coney Island school 

pulled off a rare double dip. 
It won the Public School 
Athletic League’s Class AA 
boys’ basketball title for the 
fi rst time since 2009, and 
more recently earned the 
league football crown. 

It did so as the home 
of two of the nation’s top 
recruits — Isaiah White-
head, who will play hoops 
at Seton Hall, and Thomas 
Holley, who just commit-
ted to play football at Penn 
State. Lincoln’s boy’s soc-
cer team also took home 
the Brooklyn A West divi-
sion crown, after fi nishing 
.500 a year ago. 

Athlete of the Year: 

Isaiah Whitehead, Abraham 
Lincoln boy’s basketball  

The explosive shooting 
guard is one of the nation’s 
top-ranked players and 
ended one of most intensely 
covered recruiting pro-
cesses in years by signing 
to play at Seton Hall next 
season. 

Whitehead helped lead 
Lincoln to its fi rst city ti-
tle since 2009 and earned 
most-valuable-player hon-
ors in the prestigious Elite 
24 high school all-star game 
this summer.   

Coach of Year: Frank 
Marinello, Fontbonne Hall 
softball  

Marinello and his Bon-
nies made history this 
season. He helped the Bay 
Ridge school win its fi rst 
diocesan title — the fi rst 
Brooklyn school to do so 
since 2004 — and reach its 
fi rst Catholic state fi nal. 

Marinello’s ability to 
teach the game and no-non-
sense approach helped de-
velop this group into one of 
the city’s top teams. 

Breakout star: Aaliyah 
Jones, Bishop Ford girl’s 
basketball

Jones, now at Murry 
Bergtraum, had always 
been considered the Fal-
cons’ second-best player 
behind St. John’s-bound 
guard Aaliyah Lewis. 

That changed in March, 
when Jones pushed herself 
to an elite level in New York 
City. She dropped in 25 
points in the state fi nal, one 
of nine 20-plus-point perfor-
mances during the season. 

Comeback Athlete of 

the Year: Levi Stern, Poly 
Prep boy’s soccer 

The senior midfi elder 
was never fully healthy as a 
junior after tearing his an-
terior cruciate ligament as 
a sophomore. Going from 
feeling 60 percent to 100 
percent showed this sea-
son. Stern was one of the 
borough’s most dynamic 
players at midfi eld with his 
ability to score and distrib-

ute. He helped lead Poly to 
its fi rst Ivy League title and 
a spot in the New York State 
Association of Independent 
Schools Athletic Associa-
tion fi nal.  

Best Newcomer: Bren-
den Femiano, Poly Prep foot-
ball

The junior running back 
brought his talent to Brook-
lyn from St. Anthony’s (LI). 
Femiano made an imme-
diate impact at running 
back and linebacker with 
big plays. He scored four 
touchdowns against Xaver-
ian and scored on defense 
throughout the season. 
Femiano was a key reason 
for the Blue Devils’ best 
season since 2010.    

Game of the Year: 

Thomas Jefferson vs. Benja-
min Cardozo, Public School 
Athletic League boys’ bas-
ketball quarterfi nals    

Jaquan “Son Son” 
Lynch hit a fl oater with 40 
seconds left in overtime to 
send Jefferson to the semi-
fi nals. Cardozo was playing 
without suspended coach 
Ron Naclerio and 19–2 early 
in the second quarter, only 
to watch the Orange Wave 
creep back into the game. 
Jefferson took its fi rst lead 

with 38 seconds left in 
regulation, but the Judges 
forced overtime, thanks to 
a tip in with 19.2 seconds 
to go. Talk about some high 
drama. 

Quote of the Year: 

Fontbonne Hall coach Frank 
Marinello after his team’s 
state fi nal loss

“We are not that little 
school on top of the hill any 
more. These kids made a 
name for themselves. Hope-
fully we keep it here where 
its supposed to be.” 

Story of the Year: 

Bishop Ford wins school’s 
fi rst Federation girls bas-
ketball title with coach sus-
pended

Falcons coach Mike 
Toro had to watch from 
the stands in Albany as 
his team made history. He 
was suspended in Febru-
ary for allegedly providing 
improper fi nancial ben-
efi ts to one of his players, 
but he has since moved on 
to Medgar Evers. Assistant 
coaches Mary Gillespie and 
Eric Davis fi lled in admi-
rably, but the Falcons play-
ers competed with Toro in 
mind and were motivated 
by his absence.

— Joseph Staszewski

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

The dawn of the New Year provided us with 

a moment to look back on the events of the 

last 365 days. That’s exactly what Sports 

Editor Joseph Staszewski is doing as he rec-

ognizes the top players, coaches, and perfor-

mances of the year in Brooklyn high school 

sports. Here is a look at who and what made 

the cut.

Year’s fi nest in the borough’s high school sports 

BREAKOUT STAR: Bishop 
Ford’s Aaliyah Jones goes for 
the basket during her team’s 
51-45 win over Arshbishop Mol-
loy on March 2. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

ATHLETE OF THE YEAR: Abraham Lincoln star Isaiah Whitehead 
avoids a Brooklyn Collegiate player during the two schools’ game 
on Dec. 14. Photo by Steve Solomonson

The best in Brooklyn Weight rooms like 
Lincoln’s best way 
to combat obesity 
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Jahlil Tripp sat in the 

bleachers, crutches in hand, 
knowing things could have 
been much worse.

The Brooklyn Collegiate 
boys’ basketball star was 
struck in the calf by a stray 
bullet near the school fol-
lowing a girls’ basketball 
game earlier this month. 
The highly-recruited junior 
wing will be out of action 
until January — and feels 
lucky that’s the worst of it. 

“I was pretty scared at 
the time, because I didn’t 
know what was going to 
happen,” Tripp said.

He and teammate Ra-
shad John, who was with 
him, said they heard a gun 
shot, but were not sure ex-
actly what it was at that mo-
ment. It could have been a 
fake gun or a fi recracker. 
The second shot made them 
realize they were in danger 
so they ran — and only then 
did Tripp realize he was in-
jured. They returned to the 
school where an ambulance 
was called.     

“You saw the red stuff 
from the gun, sparkles, and 
everyone ran,” John re-
called. 

The small bullet is still 
in his leg after it pierced the 
muscle. Tripp must wait for 

it to be removed before he 
can start any kind of ther-
apy, so he’s limited to being 
a cheerleader for now. 

“It’s been really hard 
on me to just sit here and 
watch, and see my team 
play without me,” he said.

The 6-foot-3 Tripp, who 
has scholarship offers from 
Manhattan and Quinnipiac, 
was supposed to be a major 

piece for the Lions this sea-
son as the program tries to 
put itself among the Public 
School Athletic League’s 
elite teams. He scored 16 
points and grabbed 11 re-
bounds in his lone league 
game this season, after av-
eraging 9.3 points and 5.0 
rebounds last season. 

Brooklyn Collegiate is 
off to a 2–1 start behind 

John, Davere Creighton, 
Craig McKenzie and Chey-
enne Nettleton. Tripp will 
be a big part of what the Li-
ons hope is a deep playoff 
run when he returns. 

“He knows with him 
there it is some added fi re-
power that we need,” Lions 
coach Jacob Edwards said. 
“He sucks it up and can’t 
wait to get back.”

The coach felt Tripp was 
missed most in a loss to de-
fending champions Abra-
ham Lincoln on Dec. 14. 
Brooklyn Collegiate had no 
answer when things got in-
tense and the Railsplitters 
made a third-quarter push. 
It’s usually Tripp’s job to or-
chestrate the response.

“Jahlil usually settles 
us down, makes sure we get 
some good shots,” Edwards 
said. 

Tripp is being patient, 
but John said there are 
times his teammates need 
to tell him to keep his head 
up. Jacobs believes Tripp’s 
absence hurts his team in 
the short term, but will aid 
them in the long run. 

“The experience we get 
right now is actually go-
ing to help us,” Jacobs said. 
“When Jahlil does come 
back its only going to make 
us even stronger.”

Brooklyn Collegiate star sidelined by stray bullet to leg

GETTING AIR: Temple’s Daniel Dingle goes up for a basket 
against LIU at the Barclays Center. Photo by Steve Schnibbe

ON THE BENCH: Brooklyn Collegiate’s Jahlil Tripp was struck in 
the calf by a stray bullet near the school earlier this month. He 
watched from the bleachers as his team played Lincoln on Dec. 14. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Temple tops LIU 
at Barlcays Center

Wounded Tripp sits out

ting for both milestones to 
occur on the some night and 
for these particular players. 
Williams and Carrington 
were loyal to Loughlin when 
others player transferred 

out after their sophomore 
years. They stayed a helped 
push Loughlin, which lost 
in the Catholic league fi nal 
last season, back among the 
elite team in the city.   

“It’s a great feeling be-
cause he is like my brother,” 
Williams said. “I want us to 
succeed.” 

success is because of the 
level Brickman is play-
ing at. He is averaging 11 
points and 10 assists per 
game.  

“He makes unbeliev-
able decisions,” Perri 
said. 

The Blackbirds beat 
Lamar on Dec. 18 with 
only eight scholarship 
players in the lineup. 
Brickman scored 17 points 
and dished out 12 assists. 
But his future at the next 
level is still uncertain be-
cause of his height. 

“People ask me, ‘could 
he be an NBA player?’ ” 
Perri said. “He is on the 
small side. It will take a 
general manager in the 
NBA to think outside the 

box.”
Until then, Brickman 

will keep breaking re-
cords and changing per-
ceptions. 

Loughlin

Continued from page 39 

Continued from page 39 

Brickman

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
As Long Island Univer-

sity struggled to fi nd its 
shooting stroke, Temple 
and Dalton Pepper treated 
the Barclays Center rims 
like the ones in the play-
ground back home.

The sharpshooting 
guard scored a game-high 
26 points and connected on 
six three-pointers to hand 
the Blackbirds an 101–65 de-
feat at the Brooklyn Hoops 
Holiday Invitational last 
Saturday. Long Island Uni-
versity shot just 28.8 percent 
from the fi eld as Temple shot 
a blistering 61.3 percent for 
the game and 71.9 percent 
after the break.

“They shot our lights 
out in the second half,” 
Blackbirds coach Jack 
Perri said.  

The defeat snapped 
LIU’s modest two-game 
winning streak, including 
an 82–79 victory over La-
mar last Wednesday at the 
Wellness Center. Long Is-
land University (4–7) hung 
around with Temple (5–5) 
for a half, trailing just 38–
22 despite failing to get into 
any real offensive fl ow. 

The Owls’ defense, espe-
cially Will Cummings, was 
able to neutralize Black-
birds point guard Jason 
Brickman, not letting him 
get the ball back if he passed 
it away. He scored just nine 
points and dished out six 
assists. E.J. Reed paced the 
Blackbirds with 13 points 
and 12 boards and Troy Jo-
seph added 11 points.  

“It got us a little fl us-
tered and a little whacked 
out, especially in the fi rst 
half,” Perri said. 

The Blackbirds were 

playing short handed be-
cause of injuries, with just 
eight scholarship players 
and three forwards against 
a long and athletic Temple 
squad that had fi ve players 
in double fi gures. Landon 
Atterberry ended up foul-
ing out. It forced the Black-
birds to help in the paint 
and left Pepper, who shot 
10-of-12 from the fi eld, open 
for shots. 

“It felt like everything 
I was shooting was going 
in,” Pepper said. “It felt 
good to make shots, and re-
ally our team in the second 
half knocked down a lot of 
threes.

Perri thought his team 
had some good looks at 
shots that just didn’t go 
down, and his team didn’t 
take advantage of the 43 
free throws they took by 
making just 26. The Black-
birds have games against 
Sam Houston State and 
Texas State before opening 
up league play against bor-
ough rival St. Francis Col-
lege in Brooklyn Heights 
on Jan. 9

. . .

Brooklyn natives 

Brown, Williams lead 

Manhattan past Buffalo: 
A pair of former East New 
York Transit Tech stars 
were the difference down 
the stretch of an 84–81 vic-
tory for the Jaspers in the 
opener at the Barclays 
Center. Richard Williams 
scored nine points, in-
cluding the go ahead bas-
ket with 18 seconds left in 
overtime. Rhamel Brown, 
a Brownsville native, 
blocked two shots in the 
closing seconds to seal the 
victory. 

JUMP UP: St. Francis’s Michael Fields gets in the air to make the 
shot. Photo by Elizabeth Graham TEAM LEADER: Blackbirds 

guard Jason Brickman is the 
Northeast Conference’s all-
time leader in assists. 
 LIU Athletics / Mike McLaughlin
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SHOP BETTER - EAT FRESH - ALWAYS HALAL!

All Natural Halal Poultry;
Only at Balady!

We gladly accept phone orders for meats and groceries!

Halal USDA Meat Specials

Dairy Specials

Frozen Specials

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.

Cheese
8 Portions

Labne
16 Oz.

Hummus
All Varieties
10 Oz.

Only

4/$500

2/$400

Only

2/$500

Only

2/$400
Only

400 Grams

Fillo Pastry
Sheets

Frozen
Vegetables

2/$500
Only

Chicken Nuggets or 
Chicken Patties

Paratha
Bread

$5 99
Only

3/$500
Only

7128 5th Avenue - 718-567-2252
BETWEEN OVINGTON AND 72ND STREET

OPEN 7 DAYS: 9AM-10PM
We Accept:  Food Stamps - All Credit Cards

Rice

Sugar
4 Lb. Bag

Corn Oil
96 Oz.

Jordanian Sweets Green
Olives
Approx.
4 Lbs.

Coffee
8 Oz.

2/$400
Only

2/$100
Only

$999
Only

$599
Only

2/$500
Only

4/$500
Only

4/$300
Only

$699
Only

$599
Only

$899
Only

$1 99
Only

$5 99
Only

Fruit
Drink
6 Pack

$399
Only U.K.’s Most 

Popular Drink!

24 Pack $14.99

Couscous
1 Kg.
Medium
and Fine

Fruit
Drink
2 Liter

2/$500
Only

Water
500 Ml.

$299
Only

From Mecca

Ginger
Tea

$349
Only

Mashmallows
White or Colored
8.82 Oz. Pkg.

2/$300
Only

New Crop Fresh Arrival

From Jordan

Mixed
Vegetables

Chick
Peas

Foule
Medammas
14 Oz.

Tahini
Glass Jar
32 Oz.

Mango/Guava
Nectars
1 Ltr.

Dried
Figs

Olive Oil
93 Oz.

Soup
Starter

Rice
10 Lbs.

Date
Bars
12 Pack

4/$300
Only

Soups

New
Soft Batch

Vermicelli
16 Oz.

$499
Only

Wafers
24 Pcs.

From Italy

Speciality Foods

FRESH
OLIVES

Gifts and Decor

Located in
Bay Ridge
Brooklyn!

Bidet

Jewelry Box

Glass Set
Ceramic
Plate

Tea Pot
Handcrafted 
Traditional Design

Only
$4499

Only
$2499

Only Only
$2499

Only
$1499

Only
$3999

$2999

#4 or #7

5 Pc.

Feta Cheese
All Varieties
500 G.

From Palestine
For Better

Hygiene

 
Digital Clock
with automated call to prayer!

Chocolates
900 Grams

Nuts
&

454 Grams

$1199
Only

4/$500
Only

Fafagello
Mango/Guava
Nectars
1 Ltr.

$119 9
Only

El Koura
Extra Virgin
Olive Oil
93 Oz.

$69 9
Only

Ziyad
Jameed
Soup
Starter

Each

Gifts and DecorPilot
Bidet

Syrian
Jewelry Box
With legs & key

Moroccan
6 Piece
Glass Set

Hand Crafted
Ceramic
Plate

Moroccan
Tea Pot
Handcrafted 
Traditional Design

Only
$4499

Only
$2499

Only Only
$2499

Reg. $34.99

Only
$1499

Reg. $19.99Reg. $29.99Reg. $65.99

Only
$3999

Reg. $49.99

$2999
Reg. $44.99

From Palestine
For Better

Hygiene

Athan Prayer 
Digital Clock
with automated call to prayer!

Sale Dates: 12-26-13 thru 1-6-14

Stainless Steel
Whistling Tea Kettle

$849
Only

+Tax

Beautiful Quaranic
Embroidered Flag
or Wall Hanging

2/$1200

Castania
Nuts
Extra & Super Extra
454 Grams

Happy & 
Healthy
New Year
from 

Balady 
Market


