
Dec. 29, 2013

Your Neighborhood — Your News®Dec. 29, 2013

BY MEGAN RIESZ
City preservationists 

slapped the just-opened 
Gowanus Whole Foods 
Market with a fi ne on Dec. 
20 for failing to keep up the 
long-abandoned historic 
building the high-end su-
permarket sits on either 
side of, according to a city 
spokeswoman.

The city’s Landmarks 
Preservation Commis-
sion hit Whole Foods with 
a $3,000 fi ne for failing to 
maintain the dilapidated 
Coignet building at the 
corner of Third Avenue 
and Third Street, despite 
a promise to fi x it, accord-
ing to commission spokes-
woman Elisabeth DeBour-

bon. Locals who have been 
calling on the organic gro-
cery giant to renovate the 
landmarked concrete-and-
brick structure for years 
cheered the decision.

“Any time there’s ac-
countability, I’m going to 
be happy,” said Gowanus 
resident and musician 

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
These hospital activist-actors 

have got the blues and they can-
not be satisfi ed, so they are com-
bining their passions by staging a 
play about late blues legend Bessie 
Smith inside a beleaguered Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant hospital.

The New Brooklyn Theater is 
putting on Edward Albee’s play 
“The Death of Bessie Smith” at 
Interfaith Medical Center, which 
has been in the process of clos-
ing for nearly a year but just got 
a few-month lease on life thanks 
to a cash infusion from the state. 
The faltering healthcare facility 
is the perfect venue for dramatiz-
ing the plight of the hospital and 
the mostly uninsured people of 
color who make up the bulk of its 
patient base, say the play’s orga-
nizers.

“If Interfaith were to close, that 
would be, in public health terms, a 
racist and classist outcome,” said 
Jeff Strabone, a board member of 
the Cobble Hill Association and 
the theater troupe board’s chair-
man.

The play, written and set in 
1959, tells the story of the blues 

BY COLIN MIXSON
The money is there, the 

plans have been made, but 
everyone is still waiting to 
see if the improvements to 
Marine Park will ever hap-
pen.

Few are waiting as anx-
iously as outgoing Council-
man Lew Fidler (D–Canar-
sie), who will be leaving 

more than $5 million that he 
earmarked for the project in 
the hands of Parks Depart-
ment, and it will be nearly 
a week after he leaves of-
fi ce Jan. 1 before he’ll know 
whether his vision for an 
improved Marine Park will 
ever be realized, or if the 
plan will be derailed again 

Continued on page 10

Continued on page 8Continued on page 10

Wonder Wheel, Luna Park 
contracts set through 2027

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Coney Island’s biggest attrac-

tions have a new lease on life!
The city renewed contracts 

with Deno’s Wonder Wheel Park 
and Luna Park that will allow 
the neighboring funzones to 
continue operating on publicly-
owned parcels though the sum-
mer of  2027.

A new expanded lease will 

allow Luna Park — which runs 
the beloved Cyclone roller-
coaster — to continue operating 
on public parkland between W. 
Eighth and W. 12th streets, and 
to take over city-owned parcels 
along W. 15th Street in order to 
construct  the new Thunderbolt 
rollercoaster.  

Luna Park owner Zamperla 
Continued on page 8
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STONE-FACED: Martin Bisi 
is not happy about the state 
of the Coignet building.

Park Slope’s Xavier Jones was one of thousands who welcomed in 2013 at 
Grand Army Plaza’s annual fi reworks display. For ideas on how to usher in 
2014, see our New Year’s Eve events roundup on page 2.   
 File photo by Stefano Giovannini

M’Park repair planned City: Whole Foods fi ne fair

Interfaith 
gets Hail 

Mary cash
CONEY 
LEASE 

ON LIFE
Happy New Year
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For the 
sentimentalist  

Billy Joel has not put 
out an album in more than 
a decade — no bother, you 
just want to hear classics 
such as “Tell Her About It” 
and “Scenes from an Italian 
Restaurant,” anyway. And 
you can safely bet money 
that the piano man will 
also play “New York State 
of Mind” when he comes 
to the Barclays Center this 
New Year’s Eve. Ben Folds 
Five will get things started 
— the piano-pop group did 
release an album last year, 
but we imagine it will play 
its classic hit “Brick” at 
some point, too.

Billy Joel at Barclays 
Center [620 Atlantic Ave. at 
Pacifi c Street in Prospect 
Heights, (917) 618–6100, 
 www.barclayscenter.com ], 
8 pm. $64.50–$199.50. 

For the raver
BangOn!NYC is throw-

ing a party in an East Wil-
liamsburg warehouse that 
looks like a one-night Burn-
ing Man. There will be two 
main stages of electronic 
music, as well as art instal-
lations, circus perform-
ers, art cars, vendors, body 
painting, and more.

BangOn!NYC’s “Time 
and Space” (location re-
vealed upon ticket pur-
chase, see  www.bangon-
nyc.com ), 9 pm–6 am. 
$60-$140. 

For the VIP
Custom Fit’s Dumbo loft 

party has it all. Open bar? 
Check. Champagne toast? 
Check. Bottle service? 
Check. Fancy attire? Check. 
Throw in some hookahs, 
a buffet, and multiple DJs, 
and you have got yourself 
a party for those who like it 
classy.

Custom Fit’s “New 
Year’s Eve Under the 
Bridge” at DVA Loft (160 
Water St. between Pearl 
and Jay streets in Dumbo, 
www.customfitparty.com), 
10 pm. $50–$1,500. 

For the Gatsby 
wannabe

Galapagos Art Space’s 
“1920s Paris New Year’s 
Eve Party” is “The Great 
Gatsby” meets “Moulin 
Rouge,” with can-can danc-
ers, acrobats, aerialists, bur-
lesque dancers, and more. 
The entertainment will be 
followed by a dance party, 
so you can shimmy in your 
fl apper dress and make Baz 
Luhrmann proud.

“A 1920s Paris New 
Year’s Eve Party” at Gala-
pagos Art Space [16 Main St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 222–8500,  www.gala-
pagosartspace.com ], 9:30 
pm. $125+ (includes open 
bar until 1 am).

For the Times 
Square fan

If New Year’s Eve to 
you means bundling up to 
watch fi reworks outdoors, 
and cheering till your 
voice is gone with a crowd 
of strangers, then head to 
Prospect Park for its an-

nual concert and fi reworks 
display. The show happens 
at Grand Army Plaza, but 
you can also catch the pyro-
technics on the West Drive 
and along Prospect Park 
West between Grand Army 
Plaza and Ninth Street.

New Year’s Eve at Pros-
pect Park’s Grand Army 
Plaza (Union Street be-
tween Flatbush Avenue 
and Prospect Park West in 
Park Slope,  www.prospect-
park.org ), 11 pm. Free.

For the fi tness 
fanatic

The Brooklyn Road Run-
ners hosts its only night-
time race in Prospect Park 
on New Year’s Eve, and 
runners and walkers of all 
stripes are welcome to at-
tend (festive wear is encour-
aged, too). Reward yourself 
with a cup of hot chocolate 
when you are done, and stick 
around for the fi reworks.

“New Year’s Eve 5K Run” 
at Prospect Park (Pros-
pect Park West and Ninth 
Street in Park Slope,  www.
prospectpark.org ). 11:15 pm. 
$40, or $30 in advance. 
 — By Meredith Deliso

There is no wrong way to celebrate New Year’s Eve, but one person’s 

good time can be another’s personal hell. We get it. So if you are 

still fi guring out where you are going to be when the ball drops this 

Dec. 31, we have compiled a guide for every personality type, to help 

you fi nd the party that is perfect for you.

There’s a New Year’s party for every taste

GOODBYE, 2013: (Above) Tra-
ditionalists can catch fi reworks 
and live music at Prospect 
Park’s Grand Army Plaza. (Left)  
Or, catch Billy Joel at the Bar-
clay’s Center. 

Go out with a bang!

Call Today to Schedule a 
Convenient Appointment

We call our office State-
of-the-Art Dentistry 
because we keep 

our technology and 
techniques up-to-date 
to provide you the best 
experience possible. We 
accommodate families 
of all ages with strict 

sterilization techniques.

718.339.7878

Your smile is our priority.

PROVIDING QUALITY, AFFORDABLE CARE

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.

Cosmetic dentistry / extreme 
makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 
Velscope, for early detection 
of oral cancer 
Digital intraoral photography 

Digital, low-radiation x-rays
Soft tissue laser for 
recontouring gum tissue
Zoom! in-offi ce whitening 
for safe, immediate results 
Diagnodent, a noninvasive 
diode laser that can detect 
decay while it’s still small
TMJ & endodontic therapy 

Korenblit & Vasserman, PLLC
TWO OFFICE 
LOCATIONS
www.kovalaw.com
info@kovalaw.com

BROOKLYN
1210 Kings Highway
2nd Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11229

STATEN ISLAND
*By Appointment Only

837 Father Capodanno Blvd.
Suite 2C 
Staten Island, NY 10305

FREE CONSULTATIONS:
Business / Corporate Law

All Commercial And Residential Landlord - Tenant Matters
Administrative Hearings - (DOB, DOH, DOS, SLA, ECB, Unemployment, Medicaid, Medicare, SSI, etc.)

Commercial & Real Estate Transactions
Divorce/Family Law

Wills & Estates  
Employment Law

Medical Malpractice / Nursing Home Neglect / Personal Injury

(718) 336-3390

EXPERIENCED 
ATTORNEYS 
WHO WILL 
PROVIDE YOU WITH 
THE DILIGENT AND 
PERSONALIZED 
REPRESENTATION 
YOU DESERVE
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Oh, what Marty could 

have done with another 
year.

During his tenure, Bor-
ough President Markowitz 
has achieved many of his 
visions for the Borough of 
Kings — not least bringing 
the Nets, Ikea, and a suc-
cession of cruise ships to 
Brooklyn. But the Beep’s 
ambitions for the borough 
were as big as his person-
ality, so inevitably some 
dreams must be deferred.

Many of the projects he 
championed have been com-
pleted during his term, but 
others — such as the Loews 
Kings Theater renovation 
that got under way this year 
— will not be fi nished until 
Markowitz’s successor has 
taken the throne.

“While I am proud of 
what I have accomplished 
as Borough President, 
there are several projects 
that I will not get to see 
completed under my ten-
ure,” said Markowitz. “I 
will be the Borough Presi-
dent Emeritus when this 
‘wonder theater’ reopens 
its doors for the fi rst time 
in this millennia.”

Other developments 
that Markowitz endorsed 
remain on the drawing 
board, such as his vision 
for a Coney Island am-
phitheater in the Childs 
building — which was just 

approved by the Council 
— but Markowitz remains 
optimistic that he will one 
day see their completion.

However, for all his tire-
less cheerleading, Markow-
itz will admit that even his 
best efforts could not always 
yield the desired results. 

“There are several proj-
ects that were simply be-
yond my control,” he said.

Markowitz has long 
dreamed of returning 
Brooklyn to its industrial 
roots, and hoped to lure 
high-tech electronic manu-
facturers to the working-
class neighborhoods of 
Brownsville and East New 
York. But alas, that task will 
be left to his successors.

“We cannot give up 
on bringing manufactur-
ing back,” said Markow-

itz. “Our com-
munities want 
to work, and 
we must pro-
vide them with 
g o o d - p a y i n g 
jobs. I am dis-
appointed that 
I was unable 
to accomplish 
this, but I have 
high hopes that 
the next admin-
istration will.”

Markowitz’s 
other pie-in-
the-sky dreams 
include a ca-
sino in Coney 
Island and 

bringing the world’s sport 
to the world’s borough — 
professional soccer.

“What better place 
than Brooklyn for a soccer 
stadium and a team to call 
it home?” Markowitz said.

Ultimately, Markowitz 
knows that no matter what 
he has achieved, Brooklyn 
is the greatest city in the 
world, and if its citizens 
were smart enough to 
elect him borough presi-
dent three times in a row, 
they’re smart enough to 
achieve anything.

“The future of Brook-
lyn is boundless poten-
tial. We have the greatest 
dreamers anywhere, and 
I’m sure there is plenty of 
excitement to come,” he 
said. 

As Marty leaves offi ce, he leaves some 
of his dreams for Brooklyn unfulfi lled

APPLE PIE: The Beep put all the might of 
his offi ce behind an effort to get an Apple 
store in Brooklyn, but it remains a pie-in-
the-sky dream. Photo by Kathryn Kirk

BOARDWALK DRAW: The Beep’s grandest dream is to transform Coney Island’s long-abandoned 
Childs Building (inset) into a new amphitheater and restaurant space.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

So much left to do!
Bill Egbert: How do 

you plan to ring in the New 
Year? 

Eric Adams: I’m go-
ing to be in Prospect Park 
for the celebration and 
fi reworks display, just as 
I’ve done for the past four 
years.

It’s great fun.

BE: Are you going to 
sworn in at the stroke of 
midnight like the mayor?

EA: No, I plan to take the 
oath in a small family cer-
emony, with a close friend 
who’s a justice of the peace 
doing the honors — prob-
ably at my parents’ house.

BE: So, what’s your New 
Year’s resolution? 

EA: To get no sleep! No, 
seriously, I want to spend 
as much time as I can this 
year getting out into all the 
neighborhoods and getting 
to know people. I want to be 
everywhere and be acces-
sible to everyone.

BE: What’s the fi rst 
thing you’re going to do af-
ter you’re sworn in?  

EA: I plan to go on a 
learning tour of the bor-
ough, speaking to as many 
people as I can, to hear 
their concerns and let 
them set my priorities for 
the year.  I went to a lot of 
places and met a lot of peo-
ple during the campaign, 
and I want to go out and 
thank the people I met, and 
introduce myself to the 
people I didn’t.

BE: Marty Markowitz 
is said to have issued more 
than 15,000 proclamations 
during his three terms in 
Borough Hall. What sort of 
proclamations are you look-

ing forward to making?
EA: Well, I doubt I’ll be 

able to keep up his pace, 
but I am looking for ideas. I 
want to fi nd people who are 
doing great things all over 
Brooklyn and give them the 
recognition they deserve.  
I’d love to get some nomi-
nations from people who 
see individuals doing good 
works in their own neigh-
borhoods.

Another thing I’d like 
to do along these lines is 
to create a Brooklyn Hall 
of Fame. Our borough has 
produced so many amaz-
ing people who have given 
so much to the city, the 
country and the world. We 
should have a place to cele-

brate those contributions.
BE: Any other big plans 

for the New Year?

EA: Oh yes — by next 
New Year’s Eve, I want 
Brooklyn to have its own 
ball drop! There’s no reason 
Brooklynites should have 
to go into Manhattan to see 
a ball drop. We deserve one 
of our own. We’re not sure 
where it will be yet. I’d like 
to see it in Prospect Park 
with the rest of the celebra-
tions. Or we may need to do 
it at Borough Hall. 

We’re still looking into 
the logistics, but next year 
Brooklyn should have a 
New Year’s ball drop of our 
own. — Bill Egbert

As Brooklynites prepare to say so long to their Borough President of the 

past 12 years, we wanted to check in with the man who will be sworn in to 

that job on New Year’s Day. It’s the second installment of our monthly fea-

ture touching base with Eric Adams — “The President on line one” — New 

Year’s edition.

Incoming Borough President Eric Adams 
has big plans in mind for the New Year

TAKE OUR BALL AND GO HOME: Incoming Borough President Eric 
Adams wants Brooklyn to have its own ball drop next New Year’s 
Eve. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

It’s the President 
on line one!
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1111  AVE U • BROOKLYN •  718.645.4501  x12

BROOKLYN ONLY

Featuring the complete line of designer dresses by:

Joan Calabrese for Mon Cheri & US Angels

Exclusive designs for Lester’s by:

Christie Helene

Accessories by:

Adriana, Christie Helene, Anja’s Dream

and Nan & Jan

BOYS SUITS & SHIRTS by Michael Kors

SHIRTS by Joseph Abboud

FREE GIFT with Communion purchase

COMMUNION TRUNK SHOW

Saturday, January 4, 10 am - 5pm

SINCE
1948

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
City preservationists 

think renovations of the old 
Domino Sugar factory in 
Williamsburg should make 
the building look even 
older.

The city’s Landmarks 
Preservation Commission, 
which has say over work on 
landmarked buildings, has 
asked developer Two Trees 
Management to go back to 
the drawing board for its 
East River mega-develop-
ment and come up with a 
design that adorns the fac-
tory’s facade with old-timey 
features and shows more of 
the smokestack from Kent 
Avenue.

“They asked for those 
changes because they 
thought it would enhance 
the important architectural 
features of the building,” 
said Landmark Preserva-
tion Commission spokes-
woman Elisabeth DeBour-
bon.

The commission was 
otherwise happy with Two 
Trees’ plans to turn the old 

factory into retail and offi ce 
space, DeBourbon said.

“We always encourage 

the adaptive reuse of the 
city’s historical buildings,” 
said DeBourbon.

The old factory is the 
centerpiece of a massive 
development project that 

will including fi ve towers, 
a park, and a community 
center. 

Two Trees said it will 
see what it can do to ap-
pease the city sticklers.

“We thank the commis-
sioners for their feedback 
and we’re taking their mod-
ifi cations into consideration 
to improve the plan,” said 
Dave Lombino, Two Trees’ 
head of special projects. 

This is the fi rst major 
bump in the road that Two 
Trees has encountered in 
its quest to get the new plan 
for the Domino develop-
ment approved. So far, the 
plan has received  major 
support  from people who 
would rather see this de-
sign go through than have 
the  previous, homogenous 
design that the city has al-
ready approved  be built. 

The commission will 
schedule a hearing once 
Two Trees submits new 
plans.

Landmarks asks Two Trees to add more historical features to Williamsburg sugar factory

City wants to go Domin-old school

MIXING OLD AND NEW: The city’s Landmarks Preservation Commission has asked developer Two Trees Management to incorporate 
historical features into its design for the Domino Sugar factory. Two Trees Management Company
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You may be thinking “What IS 
going to happen to me if I can’t find 
a solution to my back pain or leg 
pain?” The answer to your question 
starts out hopeful. I’ll just go to my 
doctor and he will take care of me. 
He will know what to do. But then 
something very odd happens to 
you. You discover your primary care 
physician is not really well equipped 
to handle that job. He or she is very 
busy treating infections, diabetes, 
heart conditions and the like, which 
they are very well equipped to 
handle. This is very apparent with 
your resulting drug prescription for 
Soma muscle relaxers and Norco, 
Neurontin or any other of the various 
prescribed pain medications. You then 
take the drugs soon to feel strangely 
like you’re not altogether “there” or 
you immediately are sick, feel nausea 
and vomit the drugs as fast as you 
swallowed them. When you get sick 
of that (pardon the pun! I couldn’t 
resist), you go back to your doctor 
looking for another more appealing 
treatment. This time it’s physical 
therapy. The thing you already can’t 
do!! You already can’t bend over, twist, 
lift things, and now they want you to 
do more of it with a bunch of other 
back pain sufferers! Gimme a break. 
Now, you’ve really had it. You try the 
chiropractor and either you feel better 
for a little while only to have the pain 
return, or worse nothing happens at 
all. Or even worse than that, after 
your treatment you have MORE 
pain (not because chiropractic does 
not work..your condition is just too 
deteriorated or severe). Then you try 
acupuncture because you read in a 
magazine it could help pain. You then 
realize sticking a bunch of needles in 
you will not magically remove the 
bulging disc that is smashing your 
nerve and causing you pain.
You try massage as you read on the 
internet massage may help alleviate 
back pain...only to be disappointed. 
You’re now beginning to feel 
desperate. Back to your primary 
care doctor to tell him about your 
adventures hoping he will have a 
different answer this time. He does. 

“We can inject pain drugs through 
a big needle into your spine.” You 
cringe in fear and reluctantly agree 
at this point. “NOW I will be fixed.” 
Or at least that’s what you’ve been led 
to believe. You have either no pain 
relief, some pain relief, a whole lot of 
pain relief or it makes you have more 
pain. The second pain shot (oh, yes 
there will be a second and a third) 
is usually less effective or not at all 
and requires another one. You come 
to the realization that pain shots will 
not fix the disc bulge or herniation 
still smashing your delicate nerves 
causing you pain. Finally, your doctor 
recommends you see a “Specialist” 
(Back Surgeon) and he can do risky 
surgery. If you’ve read the latest article 
in the Journal Of American Medical 
Association*, you will see surgery 
patients and non surgery patients 
turned out the same ! Why even do 
the surgery ? Risk of paralysis, death, 
infections, more pain. No thanks. 
So. Back to the question. What are 
YOU going to do if you are stuck 
between serious back pain or leg 
pain or surgery? Great News! A new 
extremely effective non surgical 
new back pain treatment is now 
available in Brooklyn. If you are 
suffering from back pain or leg pain, 

having pain at the belt line, fire down 
your legs, numb legs, feet or toes or 
feel like a knife is stuck in your back 
you owe to yourself to check out this 
new procedure.

Finally, Some Good News! If 
you’ve been suffering with back pain 
or arm/leg pain caused by a disc 
bulge, disc herniation or squashed 
or compressed discs.

My name is Dr. Melinda Keller and 
I’ve successfully treated hundreds of 
patients with spinal decompression 
so there’s no reason your back 
problem should be any different.

In fact, I’m so confident we can help 
you, I’m willing to back it up...but 
not with empty promises.

I GUARANTEE you will only be 
accepted into our program IF YOU 
QUALIFY for the treatment AFTER 
having THE MOST THOROUGH  
AND COMPREHENSIVE 
ASSESSMENT YOU HAVE EVER 
HAD or I will buy you lunch! (I 
haven’t bought one yet!)

Yes! I am very confident, but I can’t 
help EVERYBODY. You see, there’s 

a very small percentage of folks we 
can’t help. Here’s what a couple 
applicants said after I told them 
both I couldn’t help them:

“I was treated very well by the staff. 
The doctors actually listened to me and 
I thought they would rush me out of the 
office but didn’t, despite the fact I wasn’t 
a candidate. The exam I had was very 
thorough, more so than any doctor I 
have seen yet. The doctor explained 
things to me that no one else ever has.”
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

“Meeting with the doctor, we discussed 
and viewed if I was truly a candidate for 
the treatment. The doctor let me know 
I was not a candidate but did leave the 
door open for me to seek her services 
in the future if I thought I needed her 
services.
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

And that’s why I’m offering a limited 
time…

The FREE 17 Point 
“Damaged-Disc” 

Qualifying Assessment

That’s right, no charge and no 
obligation to buy or do anything. 
But you will find out if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new 
disc treatment. You won’t be left 
wondering if decompression could 
have eliminated your pain.

At your FREE Assessment we’ll 
check out your: ligaments, muscle 
activity, hips, pain levels, reflex 
response, discs, tendons, spine, 
pelvis, x-rays or mri, range of 
motion, nerve function

Expires December 30, 2009

Just read what a few of our 
patients that have been through 
the procedure had to say:
“I suffered with lower back pain and 
leg pain for 2 years. I tried physical 
therapy, acupuncture, spinal injections 

but none of it worked. After receiving 
spinal decompression treatment, my 
pain has been totally eliminated and 
I can now walk much better.” 
Lincoln Leung
Brooklyn, NY

I felt like a truck ran over me. I was in 
such pain it was unbelievable. I gotta tell 
you, so far I’ve had 7 or 8 treatments, 
and I feel 100% better. I live aways 
away but worth every mile to come 
here.” 
Fabienne Alexander - Retired
Brooklyn, NY

I saw several different doctors, medical 
doctors, chiropractors and other 
various treatments with no results. I 
had a couple bad discs. I immediately 
started feeling much, much better and 
the back pain decreased. At the end of 
my treatments my pain is almost non-
existent.” 
Burt Mclvain
Brooklyn, NY

“After reading the full page article in 
the paper, I was skeptical of the positive 
results of a treatment for degenerative 
disc that might show pain relief My wife 
and I decided to make an appointment 
for the no charge (nothing to lose) 
17 point evaluation. Guess What! 
Following only my third treatment, I 
was virtually pain free. I cannot thank 
the doctor and her staff enough as I am 
pain free! 
Bud Hillis
Brooklyn, NY

Call 
718-234-6206 

Today! 
Dr. Melinda Keller

5911 16th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11204

Visit: 
brooklynspinecenter.com

*JAMA 2008: 296(20):2441-2450
This offer does not apply to federal 
beneficiaries or CAN members

How To Avoid Risky Back Surgery With  
A Breakthrough Non Surgical 

Treatment And Get Out Of Pain Fast
Here’s how the newest breakthrough non-surgical back pain 

and sciatica treatment may end your pain and solve 
your herniated, bulging or degenerated disc pain problems…

ADVERTISEMENT

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller 
Brooklyn, NY 11204
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NEED 
HOLIDAY 

CASH?
PERSONAL LOANS 

AVAILABLE!
Borrow $10,000 for 

as little as $300 per month

APPLY ONLINE, BY PHONE, 
OR STOP IN

*Payments based on 8.95% annual percentage rate with automatic loan payments. Rates are based on credit worthiness. 
Other rates and terms available. Higher loan amounts available. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

www.brfcu.org

Merry 
 Christmas
     and 
   a Happy 
      New Year

From your friends at

MAIN OFFICE: 
718.680.2121

1750 86th St.  Brooklyn, NY 11214

BRANCH: 
718.934.6809

1609 Ave. Z  Brooklyn, NY 11235

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY BILL EGBERT
Brooklyn takes trash 

from nobody — but soon it 
will be taking recyclables 
from throughout the city 
and beyond.

A new 11-acre, $110-mil-
lion recycling center 
opened at the South Brook-
lyn Marine Terminal that 
will eventually handle all 
the recyclables collected in 
the city, and will likely im-
port more from elsewhere 
for processing. 

The city is touting the 
facility — which brings 
75 full-time jobs to Sunset 
Park — as the fi rst major in-
vestment in the borough’s 
industrial waterfront in de-
cades, and a catalyst for fur-
ther development.

“The state-of-the-art 
Sunset Park Material Re-
covery Facility will con-
tinue the reactivation of 
New York City’s working 
waterfront, bringing inno-
vative industries, economic 
activity, and jobs to the 
Brooklyn waterfront,” Kyle 
Kimball, president of the 
New York City Economic 
Development Corporation, 
said at the opening.

The vast recycling cen-
ter has the capacity to pro-
cess 1,000 tons of material a 
day — 37 percent more than 
the Department of Sanita-
tion collects — allowing for 
lots of excess capacity even 
if the city’s curbside haul 
grows in the future.

But bringing in all that 
material won’t mean more 
trucks rumbling though 
the neighborhood. Most of 
it will arrive by barge, with 
the sorted commodities 
exported mostly by train 
along a newly renovated 
freight rail line.

In fact, by centralizing 
the city’s recycling and di-
verting transportation onto 
water and rail, the new Sun-
set Park facility will elimi-
nate approximately 240,000 
miles of sanitation truck 
travel from city roadways 
every year, according to the 
operator, Sims Metal Man-
agement, the largest met-
als and electronics recycler 
in the world. The company 
has a 40-year contract with 
the city.

The facility has taken al-
most a decade to design and 

build, and includes several 
eco-friendly fl ourishes — 
including an on-site storm-
water-runoff management 
system and a 600-kilowatt 
solar power plant, one of 
the city’s largest. Next year 
Sims plans to add a 100 kilo-
watt wind turbine. In 2010, 
it won the NYC Excellence 
in Design Award.

“The Sunset Park facil-
ity has been nearly 10 years 
in the making,” said Tom 
Outerbridge, general man-
ager of Sims Municipal Re-
cycling. “We think the re-
sult is something everyone 
can be proud of.”

One Brooklynite who 
was especially proud 
was Borough President 
Markowitz, who declared 
at the opening: “Here in 
Brooklyn, when we green 
it, we mean it!”

Huge recycling center opens in Sunset Park

PAPER OR PLASTIC: The $110-million, 11-acre facility in Sunset Park is capable of processing 1,000 
tons of material per day, and will eventually handle all of the city’s recyclables. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Reuse of refuse

FEED STOCK: The facility, run by Sims Metal Management, sepa-
rates out waste materials like these plastic bottles and exports 
them as commodities to become raw materials for new products. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

Onofrio D. Oro

Gold, Platinum, Silver, Diamond Jewelry Collections
ESQ Movado, Offi cina Del Tempo, Nomination, Citizen Watches

Overstocked Merchandise
From The Queen Mary Cruise Line

UP TO 40% OFF 
SELECT WATCHES

USE OUR FREE LAYAWAY PLAN

We Buy Gold For Top Prices!

718.680.5723
CALL FOR HOLIDAY HOURS 

OPEN LATE
ON FIFTH

7407 5th Avenue | Brooklyn, NY
FINE JEWELRY

All original designs & custom made orders

New Selection of Engagement Rings
Free bottle of champagne with purchase!

If we’re good enough for the Queen, we’re good enough for you!

Getting inked for a cause
Artists raise funds for Philippines with tattoos

BY MEGAN RIESZ
Attendees at this Philip-

pines fund-raiser can wear 
their support for the ty-
phoon-ravaged country on 
their sleeve — forever.

A group of artists is 
holding a unique charity 
event in Crown Heights 
on Jan. 4, to raise money 
for disaster relief efforts 
in the Philippines. The 
fund-raising “experience” 
will be held at creative co-
working and gallery space 
FREECANDY, and will in-
clude burlesque perform-
ers, painted models, and 
live hip-hop. But the big 
draw of the event is an old-
fashioned raffle — where 
the grand prize winner 
will score a tattoo covering 
their entire upper-arm and 
shoulder.

“Our generation is 
thrifty,” said Miranda Sulli-
van, spokeswoman for event 
co-sponsor  Anonymous Arts 
Alliance , adding that this 
means the group often has 

to come up with unconven-
tional ways to get people to 
part with their hard-earned 
money.

“We come up with a lot of 
great ideas that maybe don’t 
make any sense,” she said.

The arts alliance is team-
ing up with producer and 
booker Felicia Cruz, as well 
as the  ArtForSkins  clothing 
line and  Fight For Future , 
an Internet freedom advo-
cacy group, to deliver the 
cash-generating bash. The 
event will offer three cheap 
raffl es, chock-full of hipster 
and hippie prizes. One fea-
tures a chance to win signed 
paintings and original art-
works for $2 per ticket, while 
the others, for $5 and $10 per 
ticket, promise the lucky 
winner a gift that will stay 
with them for a very long 
time — a half-sleeve tattoo, 
courtesy of ink artists Jil-
lien Reveron and Terrell 
Middlebrooks.

“That better bring every 
hipster in Brooklyn,” Sul-

livan said. “You are going 
to be answering to that de-
cision for the rest of your 
life.”

The collaborative eve-
ning — dubbed “Mahal” 
from the Filipino word for 
“love” — was designed not 
only to raise money for those 
affected by the typhoon that 
hit the island nation in No-
vember, Sullivan explained, 
but also to explore how peo-
ple can transform and heal 
through human interaction.

“We’ve chosen to focus 
on a particular incident, 
Typhoon Haiyan, because 
it is easier for humanity to 
understand the reactions 
needed of them in these sit-
uations — to put effort into 
love for a select group in-
stead of the collective,” she 
said.

“Mahal” at FREE-
CANDY (905 Atlantic Ave. 
between Waverly and Wash-
ington avenues in Crown 
Heights,  www.freecandy.tv ). 
Jan. 4 at 8 pm. $10.

SWEET EVENT: Keith Gill, the gallery director of FREECANDY, and Miranda Sullivan of Anonymous 
Art Alliance, which will host the “Mahal” fund-raiser in the space on Jan. 4. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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announced plans back in 
June to build a new Thun-
derbolt roller coaster — 
named for the famed at-
traction the city razed in 
2000 — next to where its 
predecessor once stood. 
Luna’s Thunderbolt will 
be a steel, rather than 
wooden coaster. It will be 
built around an 11-story 
straight drop and a verti-
cal loop — making it the 
first ride to send Coney-
goers upside-down since 
the Loop-the-Loop, which 
closed shortly after World 
War I.

Zamperla rents its cur-
rent space for $100,000 a 
year, but a spokesperson 
for the New York City Eco-
nomic Development Corpo-
ration — which brokered 
the new lease — said that 
Luna’s rent would likely 
go up by an unspecified 
amount.

Wonder Wheel Park 
will get to continue run-
ning its kiddie park on 
the lot along the Board-
walk between W. 12th 
Street and Jones Walk — 
which was  once home to 

Ward’s Kiddie Park, and 
which the city purchased 
in 2008 . The park owners 
would not specify his rent, 

but said it was in the six 
figures.

“We’re very happy to 
continue to be in the lo-

cation, and we’re looking 
forward to the summer,” 
said Wonder Wheel owner 
Dennis Vourderis. 

Martin Bisi, who has doc-
umented the building’s 
decay, including the dis-
appearance last week of a 
crumbling banister on its 
front steps. “Hopefully this 
will be enough of a deter-
rent where it will motivate 
Whole Foods to keep it up.”

A few grand is pocket 
change to the grocery gi-
ant, which took in $11.7-bil-
lion in revenue in 2012.

The city gave the re-
tailer a permit on Aug. 1 
to repair and restore the 
landmark, but that work 
has not yet begun, De-
Bourbon said.

A Whole Foods spokes-
man said he was not aware 
of a violation, though he 
had heard construction 
workers talked to the city 
about plans to revamp the 
Coignet façade.

Neighbors have ac-
cused Whole Foods of let-
ting the Coignet building 
rot since the company 
bought the neighboring 
lots and agreed to revamp 
it in 2005. The loss of the 
right banister was only 
the latest in a long line of 

blows to the building, in-
cluding the recent  appear-
ance of a large crack on its 
base  that neighbors said 
was caused by construc-
tion on the supermarket.

“Every time I walk by, 
it just seems more dilapi-
dated,” said Joe Mariano, 
a member of the activist 
group Friends and Resi-
dents of Greater Gowanus. 

Whole Foods categori-
cally denies that it played 
any part in the disintegra-
tion of the former New 
York and Long Island Coi-
gnet Stone Company head-
quarters.

“I do not think that the 
building is in any different 
condition — except that it 
has been sitting there for 10 
years,” Whole Foods spokes-
man Michael Sinatra said.

Sinatra said he thinks 
the city’s response came 
as a result of locals com-
plaining and not anything 
the store did, adding that 
the company completed 
work on the building’s 
roof last year.

The Coignet building 
may have been the fi rst 
concrete building in the 
city when it was erected 
in 1873. It was designated 
a landmark in 2006.

Coney
Continued from page 1

SET FOR THE FUTURE: The Wonder Wheel and Luna Park just got their city leases extended through 
the 2027 season. File photo by Paul Martinka

Fine
Continued from page 1
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Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

Jewelry EX
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.

BY JAIME LUTZ
Not in Brooklyn’s back-

yard’s backyard!
Prospect Lefferts Gar-

dens residents are suing the 
state and the developer of 
a 23-story apartment com-
plex planned for Flatbush 
Avenue, saying that the 
tower will destroy the low-
rise residential neighbor-
hood’s charming character 
and cast recreation-ruin-
ing shadows over Prospect 
Park.

“My initial interest in 
the project was, ‘How is 
my personal life going to 
change when a 23-story 
apartment goes up in my 
backyard?’ ” said Celeste 
Davis, who has lived in 
the neighborhood for 25 
years. “But then I realized 
that it was about actually 
the whole backyard of the 
neighborhood — Prospect 
Park is our backyard.”

The lawsuit claims 
that developer Hudson 
Companies Inc. got more 
than $72-million from the 
state’s Housing Finance 
Agency without fi rst doing 
a legally required environ-
mental impact study. That 
is a big problem, lawyers 

for the petitioners say, be-
cause the building at Lin-
coln Road could have an 
unprecedented effect on 
the neighborhood’s look, 
its socioeconomic mix, and 
even the plant-life in Pros-
pect Park.

“The tower is going 
to cast shadows over the 
park,” said Rachel Han-
naford, one of the Legal Ser-
vices lawyers representing 
residents.

Neighbors of the planned 
high-rise claim that the 

building would be nearly 
one-and-a-half times as tall 
as the next tallest building 
near the park’s edge, and 
that its shadows could kill 
plants that need direct sun-
light. 

Other neighborhoods 
surrounding the park — 
including Park Slope and 
Windsor Terrace — re-
strict how high developers 
can build, in part for this 
reason, the activists point 
out, while Prospect Lef-

Planned apartment tower near 
park has locals mad in the shade

UP AND COMING: The planned tower is a long building with a low-rise commercial portion along 
Flatbush Avenue and 23 stories of apartments down Lincoln Road.  Marvel Architects

Shadow boxing

NOT ABOVE MY ROOFTOP GARDEN: Celeste Davis points from her 
roof to the Flatbush Avenue site where a 23-story apartment build-
ing is planned that she says will ruin Prospect Lefferts Gardens 
and Prospect Park. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Continued on page 13
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singer Bessie Smith being 
severely injured in a car 
crash and dying after being 
refused admission at an all-
white hospital. The story 
was widely believed for de-
cades and, though Smith 
did die as a result of an auto 
wreck, the racist element of 
the story has been proven to 
be apocryphal.

Strabone has gone to 
great lengths as an activ-
ist opposing the closure 
of Interfaith and Cobble 
Hill’s Long Island College 
Hospital, including getting 
arrested alongside mayor-
elect DeBlasio at a demon-
stration. So it comes as no 
surprise that he went the 
extra mile to contact Albee, 

the elderly playwright of 
“Who’s Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf” fame, to get permis-
sion to stage the Smith play. 

The show has not been 
performed in New York 
since 1967, but when Albee 
heard about the possible clo-
sure of Interfaith, he agreed 
immediately, with the stip-
ulation that the actors vol-
unteer their time and the 
company make admission 
free. The result will be a 
lively community forum on 
the normally wonky topic of 
hospital management and 
funding, the activists hope.

“This is not just for en-
tertainment, but it’s a ve-
hicle for discussion,” said 
Claudette Brady, who is 
on the board of the theater 
company and is organizing 
post-play panel discussions.

Strabone was worried 

about what would happen 
to the production if the hos-
pital closed in January, but 
now that the hospital has 
won a temporary reprieve 
from the state, the show is 
back on track. 

The few-month service 
extension is not enough to 
satisfy him, though.

“We have a saying in the 
theater that the show must go 
on,” said Strabone.  “But soci-
ety doesn’t feel the same way 
about hospitals and health 
care, and that has to change.”

“The Death of Bessie 
Smith” at Interfaith Medi-
cal Center (1545 Atlantic 
Ave. at Albany Avenue in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, www.
newbrooklyntheater.com). 
Jan. 9–12 and Jan. 16–19, 
7:30 pm on Fridays and 
Saturdays, 2 pm on Sun-
days. Free.

Continued from page 1 

Interfaith

by the Public Design Com-
mission, a little-known city 
agency that has frustrated 
such attempts in the past.

“We are hoping to have 
no trouble from the Public 
Design Commission,” said 
Fidler, who showed off the 
city’s design for the project 
to local civics last week.

Fidler has lavished the 
northern end of Marine 
Park along Fillmore Avenue 
with funding for the past 
three years, but the accrued 
balance of $5.15 million has 
not been spent on more than 
a few scoping meetings and 
design contracts.

But that’s all poised to 
change on Jan. 6, when the 
Public Design Commission 
— which must sign off on 
any new Parks construc-
tion — will either approve 
or disapprove the plans.

There is a reasonable 
concern that the commis-
sion will disapprove the 
plan as a result of its policy 
forbidding pre-fabricated 
structures from being 
erected in public parks. 
And that’s a policy that 
Fidler, whose designs in-
clude pre-fabricated roof-
ing for Marine Park’s bocce 
courts, has blasted for slow-
ing progress on renovating 
the park.

“The Parks Department 
can use the funding I have 
provided to purchase a per-
fectly acceptable pre-fabri-
cated covering for the bocce 
courts,” Fidler explained to 

an audience of park fans at 
a Marine Park Civic Asso-
ciation meeting earlier this 
year. “But the policy of the 
Public Design Commission 
is to reject any pre-fabri-
cated materials.”

The project features 
renovations not only for 
the bocce courts, but for 
the handball courts and 
each of the park’s fi fteen 
tennis courts, which will 
be repaved, along with gen-
eral landscaping and adult 
workout equipment — all of 
which will either be signed 
off on, or rejected by the 
design commission next 
month.

Previous efforts to roof 
the bocce courts with af-
fordable pre-fabricated 
roofi ng have blocked by the 
commission in the past, but 
Fidler is confi dent that by 
publicly criticizing the com-
mission’s policy, the agency 
will be more inclined to let 
the project move forward.

“I do think that making 
a public issue about it has 

quite possible affected the 
process and their think-
ing,” Fidler told the paper.

Furthermore, Fidler 
raised the issue of the com-
mission preventing the con-
struction of pre-fabricated 
structures at a Rules Com-
mittee Meeting earlier this 
year where two new com-
missioners were appointed. 
He is confi dent they got the 
message that the bizarre 
policy at their new job 
does little more than waste 
money and delay public 
projects.

“I made quite an issue of 
it,” said Fidler. “I hope and 
believe that they heard the 
point about not wasting tax-
payer’s money, when per-
fectly good pre-fabricated 
and less-expensive materials 
are available,” Fidler said.

If the project is approved 
by the commission, the 
Parks Department will send 
the contract out to bid in 
Spring next year, with work 
expected to begin at the end 
of 2014, or in early 2015.

Continued from page 1 

Park

DRAFTED: The draft plans for $5.15 million in long-awaited im-
provements to Marine Park will go before the Public Design Com-
mission on Jan. 6. New York City Parks Department
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Includes: Complete History, Consultation, 
Thermal Image Study & X-Rays (if necessary)

Dr. Vincent Adamo
718-921-5483

446 Bay Ridge Pkwy., Brooklyn, NY 11209
www.liveholistic.net

LARGE SELECTION 
OF HOMEOPATHIC & 
NATURAL VITAMINS
Chiropractic Care 
for kids too!

Turn your power on at Live Holistic

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY COLIN MIXSON
As elected offi ces go, the 

position of Beep does not of-
fer very much power, but Bor-
ough President Markowitz 
has certainly made the most 
of what little he has.

Aside from appointing 
community board members 
and disbursing a dwindling 
pool of discretionary funds, 
a borough president’s remit 
extends little further than 
being a cheerleader — like 
a mascot for a sports team 
with 2.9-million players.

There is, however, one def-
inite power which the people 
of Brooklyn have vested in 
Markowitz — one which he 
wields with an almost mania-
cal zeal that defi es any sense 
of reason or scale — the hon-
orary proclamation.

Since our Beep entered 
Borough Hall in 2002, he has 
issued more than 15,000 proc-
lamations and citations, ac-
cording to his offi ce, which 
could not provide an exact 
count due to his relentless 
pace.

That amounts to nearly 
three and a half proclama-
tions per day, every day, for 

nearly 12 years — counting 
weekends.

Laid end-to-end, Markow-
itz’s proclamations would 
stretch more than four miles 
— from Borough Hall Down-
town all the way to Owls Head 
Park in Bay Ridge, or back 
and forth across the entire 
length of the Brooklyn Bridge 
four times.

Thanks to our prolifi c 
pontiff of proclamations, on 
any given day Brooklynites 
are honoring an average of 41 
different exceptional people, 
places, ideas, things, events, 
and restaurant openings.

Compared to Markowitz, 
other borough presidents can 
look downright lazy, if not 
coldly indifferent to all the 
crochet clubs, Little League 
teams, and school bake sales 
in their jurisdictions deserv-
ing of formal recognition.

In 2009, for example, 
Markowitz signed 700 hon-
orary proclamations, while 
his Manhattan counterpart, 
Scott Stringer, signed only 
150, and Staten Island’s Bor-
ough President put his name 
to a mere 100, according to 
the New York Times.

Marty took full advantage of the power of the pen and paper while in offi ce

CITATION INFLATION: (Clockwise from above) Borough Presi-
dent Markowitz presented 103-year-old Daniel Dube of Borough 
Park with a proclamation listing notable events from 1908, the 
year Dube was born. Markowitz awards a proclamation to Ring-
ling Bros. and Barnum and Bailey Circus to celebrate its fi rst 
performances at the Barclays Center. Markowitz gives a procla-
mation on the 40th anniversary of Roll and Roaster.

BEEP DOMINATED 
PROCLAMATIONS
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BY MEGAN RIESZ
There might be a light 

at the end of this tunnel.
The city reactivated 

the Gowanus Canal’s on-
again,-off-again flushing 
tunnel last Wednesday, 
but the jury is still out on 
whether the drainage sys-
tem will finally live up to 
its century-old promise 
and freshen the fetid ca-
nal.

“This needs to be effec-
tive,” said Gowanus Alli-
ance president Paul Basile. 
“This is the fi rst key ele-
ment of the clean canal. It 
will never been sustain-
able without this.”

The 1.2-mile-long tube 
was installed 102 years 
ago to pump polluted water 
from the canal into But-
termilk Channel, the East 
River passageway that sep-
arates Governors Island 
from Brooklyn. The tunnel 
broke in the 1960s and the 
canal sat stagnant until 
the city started the pumps 
up again in 1999, reversing 
the fl ow so that water from 
the Buttermilk Channel 
fl ushed into the still-stinky 
canal. The turbines went 
silent again in 2008 ahead 

of the feds’ $506-million ca-
nal clean-up.

The city’s Department 
of Environmental Protec-
tion would not give an es-
timate of how long it will 
be before the next break-
down.

The tunnel has three 
pumps that will funnel 
in the oxygen-rich water, 
but the machinery is not 
yet moving the promised 
100-million gallons per day 
it should, the department 
said. Two pumps are being 
kept deactivated to avoid 

stirring up the toxic gunk 
at the bottom of the canal 
and to keep the tunnel in-
tact after three years with 
no motion from the ocean.

Offi cials believe re-
starting the system could 
eventually make  Brook-
lyn’s nautical purgatory  
livable for fi sh, crabs, and 
all kinds of aquatic life. 
Offi cials doubt it will ever 
be safe to eat aquatic crit-
ters out of the canal, even 
after the federal govern-
ment is fi nished scraping 
its bottom and sealing the 

remaining mercury and 
heavy metals under con-
crete as part of its Super-
fund scrub-down.

But one local leader 
sure hopes the water-mover 
works this time around.

“We are wildly optimis-
tic about this because hav-
ing reliable infrastructure 
in place is essential for the 
future environmental and 
economic viability of the 
Gowanus Canal,” Commu-
nity Board 6 district man-
ager Craig Hammerman 
said.

The Gowanus Canal’s fl ushing tunnel is back 

online, but it is anybody’s guess how long it will 

be before the crusty tube goes silent again. Join 

us for a look back at the putrid pipe’s history.

BY MEGAN RIESZ
And the Manhattanization of Brooklyn 

continues — with oysters.
The Grand Central Oyster Bar, a Mid-

town seafood icon that opened along with 
the landmark terminal in 1913, unveiled 
its fi rst Brooklyn location in a triple-wide 
storefront in Park Slope on Dec. 18. The af-
ternoon opening of Oyster Bar Brooklyn on 

Fifth Avenue was not so grand thanks to a 
total absence of diners, but the eatery’s co-

owners say they know they will do well be-
cause they know Brooklyn.

“Fifth Avenue used to be the a-- of Park 
Slope,” co-owner and Park Slope resident 
Jonathan Young said. “Now it’s sort-of like 
restaurant row here, but we do not want to 
change too much.”

Young, who previously served as general 
manager of the original restaurant, said 
he and his partner Bruce Fox wanted Park 
Slope to be the next outpost for the shellfi sh 
dispensary because of the borough’s “hot” 
factor. The proprietors never considered 
opening another Manhattan outpost, they 
said.

“Obviously, it’s a business decision as 

much as it’s a gut feeling,” Fox said.
Oyster Bar Brooklyn will offer a rotating 

menu of oysters from Long Island, Rhode 
Island, and Prince Edward Island, a Cana-
dian province, among other bivalve havens, 
plus other pescatarian fare such as fried 
calamari and mussels. Beer picks include 
Blue Point Hoptical Ilusion and Bronx Pale 
Ale, though those might change as the own-
ers get a better idea of what the locals want.

“If they sell, great. If they don’t, we’ll 
change it up,” Fox said.

Oyster Bar Brooklyn [254-256 Fifth Ave. 
between Carroll Street and Garfi eld Place 
in Park Slope, (347) 294–0596, www.oyster-
barbrooklyn.com]. 

The canal gets its motor running, but for how long?

SHUCK SHACK: Oysterman José Cisneros gets his 
shuck on at the Dec. 18 opening of Grand Central Oys-
ter Bar’s Park Slope outpost. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

PUMP IT UP: The Gowanus Canal’s fl ushing tunnel is back online and experts say it will make the chan-
nel look a little less like this. File photo

Life and grimes

Grand Central 
Oyster to Slope

Gowanus’ spoil flush
RIVER RUNS EW IT: The Gowanus has long been a mess. 

1911: The canal is 
gross after four decades 
as an industrial water-
way. The fl ushing tun-
nel is built to push water 
from the channel into the 
New York Harbor.

1961: Service on the 
tube is suspended due to 
mechanical failure.

1994: The Department 
of Environmental Pro-
tection begins a rehabili-
tation of the system, re-
versing the fl ow to bring 
harbor water into the 
head of the fetid canal.

1999: Work is com-
pleted and the pumps are 
turned on again. The city 
proclaims that schools of 
fi sh and blue crabs have 
miraculously returned.

2008: The city an-
nounces that it will close 

the pipe for two years to 
prep for the canal’s fed-
eral Superfund clean-up.

2010: The drainage 
system comes back online 
briefl y, but then closes for 
further repairs.

May 2013: Mayor 
Bloomberg declares 
that the city will spend 
$160-million to make the 
tube move 215-million 
gallons of seawater into 
the canal every day — 
60-million gallons more 
than it could prior to the 
2010 shutdown.

December 2013: City 
offi cials hail the reac-
tivation of the tunnel, 
which they say will bring 
up 100-million gallons 
of fresh water daily, for 
now.

— Megan Riesz
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Holiday Catering

We will be open New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day.
—Make Reservations Early—

718.252.3030
4220 Quentin Road, Marine Park

Call on us for all of your holiday catering needs, 
from small, intimate gatherings to large-scale corporate events, 

we create a night your guests will be talking about all year!
On/Off Premises Catering.

Our Friday Lobster Special includes:

/2

$2895

EVERY 
FRIDAY 
ENJOY 

LOBSTER!

From all of us at Salvi:
A Happy Holiday & A Happy New Year.

ferts Gardens’ zoning al-
lows for the building to go 
up without special permis-
sion from the city.

Letting the skyscraper 
rise would make Prospect 
Park’s long-dead designers 
roll in their graves, accord-
ing to opponents. 

“This tower would have 
a detrimental effect on 
[Calvert] Vaux and [Fred-
erick Law] Olmsted’s vi-
sion of the park,” Han-
naford said. 

The litigious Lefferts 

Gardeners add that the 200 
luxury apartments that 
come with the building 
would draw rich people in 
droves and prompt land-
lords throughout the neigh-
borhood to raise their rents. 
But the project developer 
says all that is just talk.

“The opponents of the 
project really just are 
against the development,” 
said Hudson vice president 
Allison Novak, pointing 
out that the Tivoli Towers 
complex on nearby Crown 
Street is 33 stories tall.

One-fi fth of apartments 
will be below-market-rate 
housing, reserved for fami-

lies making no more than 
half the area’s median in-
come, and the project is 
also set to include retail, 
parking, and community 
facilities. 

Construction is sched-
uled for completion in early 
2016, according to the com-
pany’s website.

Lawsuits challenging 
developers for lacking en-
vironmental impact studies 
are popular tools of proj-
ect foes. The companies 
behind Downtown’s  City 
Point mega-development  
and  a luxury tower town in 
Greenpoint  are facing simi-
lar project-stopping suits.

Shadow
Continued from page 9

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
A group of Brooklyn mu-

sicians want to share their 
passion for performing 
by starting a school based 
around the notion that jam 
sessions, not scales and ar-
peggios, will get students 
to stick with their instru-
ments.

Play It Forward is the 
brainchild of drummer Mi-
chael Beck, who believes 
that would-be guitar gods 
and mandolin masters will 
do better in a group setting, 
without the pressure of 
practice books and looming 
solo recitals.

“We are trying to take 
away any excuse that 
people have for not learn-
ing something new,” said 
Beck, who has been taking 
drum lessons since he was 
a kid. 

The proposed school 
will allow walk-in students 
to take beginner, group les-
sons on a by-donation ba-
sis, but fi rst it has to fi nd a 
home. Beck and his liberal-
minded maestro friends 
just raised $16,300 through 
a monthlong Kickstarter 
fund-raising campaign. 
Now they are looking for 
a place to put their musi-

cal chairs. Red Hook, Wil-
liamsburg, and Gowanus 
are the lead contenders so 
far, Beck said.

The format will be loose 
and open to all ages so that, 
for instance, a dad could 
bring in a bunch of kids for 
a rocking birthday party.

“They will all be in it 
together without the pres-

sure,” said pianist Tyler 
Gilmore, who plans to teach 
electronic music composi-
tion. “People learn differ-
ently and going into a room 
in solitude does not work 
for everyone.”

If students do want to go 
on to more intensive, pri-
vate lessons, they will be 
charged for those.

A group of Brooklyn musicians start a 
school to offer donation-based lessons

PLAY IT AGAIN, SAM: Williamsburg musician Michael Beck is the 
founder of Play it Forward, an organization providing collaborative 
and group music lessons to adults and children. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

All together now

 COURIER-LIFE CLASSIFIEDS
call (718) 260-2555
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Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Yet another massive de-

velopment project planned 
for the Brooklyn waterfront 
has passed city muster.

The 77 Commercial 
Street project, one of two 
high-rise luxury devel-
opments planned for the 
East River shore in the far 
reaches of Greenpoint, won 
a yes vote from the Council 
last Thursday. Councilman 
Steve Levin (D–Greenpoint) 
said he voted to green-light 
the towers that many of his 
neighbors hate because he 
feels, on balance, it will be 
good for the ’hood.

“I have heard from 
many Greenpointers ex-
pressing their opposition 
to the height and density 
of this project, but the open 
space and affordable hous-
ing needs of our commu-
nity that have persisted for 
years also go without ques-
tion,” said Levin.

The pol added that the 

Council worked to get as 
many concessions as possi-
ble out of both the developer 
and the city.

The perks include 
$9.5-million to fully fund 
the Box Street park that  the 
city once promised to build 
before tethering it to the de-
velopment . Also included 

is $14-million to move the 
disabled city vehicles cur-
rently rotting on the site of 
the future park, including 
transit authority Access-
A-Ride and emergency re-
sponse buggies that have 
sat there for decades.

Two hundred of the 720 
apartments planned for the 

two 30-story high-rises will 
be set aside for below-mar-
ket rate housing as part of 
the deal. The so-called “af-
fordable” units will be re-
served for people making 
from 40 to 125 percent of 
area median income, which 
is down from the rates of 
between 80 percent and 175 
that the builder had pro-
posed.

“It has been years in 
the making but Greenpoint 
will now be getting a beau-
tiful, fully-funded, and long-
sought-for park on the water-
front and 200 permanently 
units of affordable housing 
that make our community 
more affordable for working 
families,” said Levin.

The approval comes on 
the heels of the Council  giv-
ing key elements of the huge 
Greenpoint Landing project 
the go-ahead  the previous 
week.

The developer did not re-
turn calls for comment. 

Council’s G’point green-light comes with neighbor perks

IN TOWERS: The Council gave this pair of skyscrapers two thumbs 
up. CetraRuddy

Easy Commercial Street
BY MEGAN RIESZ

One teen died and three 
people were injured, two 
severely, after a fire broke 
out in an apartment on E. 
Eighth Street in Kensing-
ton at 5:30 am on Dec. 20, 
fire officials said.

The victim, 16, was 
found unconscious in the 
bathroom on the second 
f loor of the three-story 
home between Beverly 
Road and Avenue C, along 
with her two sisters, 24 
and 27, according to the 
fire department. The 
girl was rushed to Mai-
monides Medical Cen-
ter, where she was pro-
nounced dead.

The other two sisters 
are in critical condition 
at Kings County Hospi-
tal Center along with a 
third person who suffered 
minor injuries, officials 
said. 

There were no work-
ing smoke detectors at the 
house and the blaze took 
approximately 106 fire-
fighters to extinguish.

GUTTED: One woman is 
dead after a two-alarm fi re 
tore through (above) this 
house in Kensington on Dec. 
20. (Below) A fi re marshal 
investigates. 
 Photos by Steve Solomonson

Kensington 
fi re death
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JACK FROST

SUGAR
4 LB.

BUMBLE BEE

PINK SALMON
14.75 OZ.

ALL

GALLON MILK
CRACKER BARREL

CHEESE

SABRA

HUMMUS
10 OZ.

TROPICANA PREMIUM

ORANGE JUICE
59 OZ.

WHITE ROSE

SHERBERT
QUART

STUFFED FILLET 
OF SOLE

ITALIAN STYLE 
SAUSAGE & PEPPERS

ORZO PEAS 
& MUSHROOMS

CAVATELLI & SUNDRIED 
TOMATOES IN TRUFFOLIO OIL

$499

$699$299

2/$400

2/$500 $299CAMPBELL’S ON THE GO
SOUPS
10.75 OZ.–10.8 OZ.

$199

$199

2/$500

4/$500 ALEXIA

FRENCH FRIES
7.7 OZ.–28 OZ.

WHITE ROSE
BROCCOLI SPEARS 
OR CAULIFLOWER 10 OZ. BOX

BAGEL BITES

PIZZA BITES
7 OZ.

2/$300$299
99¢

$349

$549
LB.

LB.

LB.

LB.

#3 Cold Catering
Finest in Boar’s Head Cold Cuts 
Deluxe Cold Cut Buffet
All of Our Cold Cuts & Salads are    
Trayed & Artistically Decorated.
Potato & Cole Slaw Salads Plus Macaroni Salad 
or A Choice of Pasta Salad, Broccoli & Rigatoni Salad, 
Plus Rolls, Mayonnaise, Mustard & Paper Goods

#1
Roast Beef
Turkey Breast
Baked Ham
Genoa Salami
American Cheese
Swiss Cheese

Kosher & Italian
Slightly Higher

$695
Per 
person

10 Person Min.

#2 Hot Buffet Special
Pasta Choices:

Homemade Stuffed Shells
Baked Ziti
Lasagna
Linguini with Garlic & Oil
Penne with Broccoli
Pasta Primavera

Entree Choices:
Sausage & Peppers
Pork & Mushrooms
Pork Rollatini
Pork Cutlet Parmigiana
Pepper Steak
Beef & Broccoli
Meatballs in Sauce
Beef Rollatini
Chicken Francaise

$1095
Per 
person

Our Hot Buffet Consists of:
2 Pasta Choices & 3 Entrees

Chicken Marsala
Chicken Cutlet
Grilled Lemon Garlic Chicken
Chicken Rollatini
Chicken Oreganato
Sweet & Sour Chicken
Chicken Cacciatore
Eggplant Parmigiana
Eggplant Rollatini
Eggplant Florentine
Swedish Meatballs 20 Person Min.

HONEY
HAM

BEEF 
BOLOGNA

MUENSTER
CHEESE

TURKEY
BREAST

BOLOGNA OR 
LIVERWURST

5 LB. BAG

79¢
LB.79¢

EA.

BOAR’S HEAD #1 IN COLD CUTS HATFIELD BRANDRIVERSIDE BRAND

HEBREW NATIONALGREAT LAKES SILVER STAR COMBO 1/2 LB. EACH

$299
LB.

$299
LB.

$649
LB.

$549
LB.

$399

$399

BOILED HAM &
AMERICAN CHEESE

3838 Nostrand Avenue             718-934-8520       FAX # 718-332-4620(Between 
Ave. Y & Z)

USDA CHOICE 
WHOLE

EYE ROUND 
ROAST

$299
LB.

$149
LB.

SHADY BROOK FARMS

TURKEY
BREAST

IDAHO

POTATOES

CALIFORNIA
ICEBERG 
LETTUCE

SUGAR SWEET
GOLDEN 

PINEAPPLES

WESTERN
BOSC 
PEARS

SHRIMP SALE
COLOSSAL (U–15) ...............................21.99
JUMBO (16–20) ...................................19.99
EX LARGE (31–40) ...............................16.99
COOKED TAIL ON (31–40) .................21.99

ALL PRICES ARE FOR 2 LB. BAGS

SEAFOOD SPECIALS
ALL CLAMS - 2 DOZEN (FRESH CLEANED) 7.99
MUSSELS 2 LB. BAG ......................................4.99
FRESH BAY SCALLOPS ...........................4.99 LB.
EX LARGE SEA SCALLOPS ...................10.99 LB.
PANAMEI BACALAO (12 OZ. PKG.) .............2.99 
LA MONICA SCUNGILLI (29 OZ. CAN) ......11.99 
CLEANED SQUID (2.5 LB. PK.) ......................7.99
2–4 PUPO (OCTOPUS) .............................2.99 LB.

GREAT SELECTION OF LIVE CRABS,
BRAZILIAN LOBSTER TAILS & LIVE LOBSTERS

EA.

$1492/$300

CUT FROM
CORN FED PORKERS
CENTER CUT

PORK CHOPS

LB.

3/$500
APPLE & EVE

APPLE JUICE
64 OZ.

$199
LB.

SilverStarsGourmetCatering.com   FREE DELIVERY ON STORE ORDERS!
FREE PARKING

Sale Dates: Friday Dec. 27th –Thursday Jan. 2nd, 2014
Open: Monday – Saturday 8am – 7pm, Sunday 8am – 5pm

SilverStarQualityMeats.com   
We Gladly Accept 

EBT & WIC

(4–7 LB. AVG.)

CUT FROM 
CORN FED PORKERS

PORK SPARE 
RIBS

$199
LB.

HOLIDAY COCKTAIL PLATTERS
TASTY RICE BALLS
SICILIAN RICE BALLS
FRANKS IN A BLANKET
POTATO CROQUETTES 
(PLAIN OR WITH SUNDRIED TOMATOES)
FRIED BROCCOLI OR CAULIFLOWER
STUFFED MUSHROOMS

Closing 5 PM New Year’s Eve
Closed New Year’s Day

A HAPPY, HEALTHY & JOYOUS NEW YEAR TO ALL!


