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BY COLIN MIXSON
The Brooklyn Children’s 

Museum is turning into a 
“Little Shop of Horrors.”

As part of its “Icky Fest 
2014” weekend — a celebra-
tion of all things creepy, 
crawly, and covered in 
slime on Jan. 11–12 — the 
Crown Heights museum is 
hosting a talk by an expert 

on meat-eating plants, who 
will bring his carnivorous 
collection with him. 

“My interest in carniv-
orous plants was always 
about role reversals,” said 
Jonathan Kui, and Sheep-
shead Bay resident and the 
owner of plant nursery Mid-
town Carnivores. “Usually, 

BY MEGAN RIESZ
Mega-developer Forest City 

Ratner has taken this whole win-
ter holiday thing extra-seriously 
by stopping the installation of 
modular apartment units at the 
only Atlantic Yards building cur-
rently being built — immediately 
after the work started.

Three weeks have passed 
since the developer began the sec-
ond phase of construction on the 
modular B2 skyscraper to great 
fanfare, but only three of the 
building blocks have been hoisted 
into the tower’s steel frame, de-
spite claims that the operation 
would be around-the-clock, with 
eight apartment modules being 
plunked into place every day, the 
Ratner critic website Atlantic 
Yards Report fi rst reported. Other 
longtime opponents of the project 
say they told us so.

“The delay in delivery and in-
stallation of B2 housing modules 
is just the latest in an unending 
string of broken Atlantic Yards 
promises,” said Eric McClure, 
founder of Park Slope Neighbors, 
pointing out that the developer 
 scrapped its 2016 project dead-

Continued on page 10

Continued on page 7

Garden cleared for Childs venue
BY WILL BREDDERMAN

Gardeners had hoped to bury 
Borough President Markowitz’s 
planned Coney Island amphithe-
ater — but instead got plowed un-
der themselves.

Backhoes sent by a developer 
destroyed the  Boardwalk Com-
munity Garden in Coney Island  
in the early-morning darkness on 
Dec. 28, in order to make way for  a 
permanent home for the outgoing 
Beep’s summer concert series .

The gardeners said they had 

been on guard against the destruc-
tion of their vegetable patch next 
door to the landmarked Childs 
Building, which is slated  to be-
come a new music venue , since 
the afternoon of Dec. 26, when 
they said several men claiming 
to be construction contractors 
came and warned they were going 
to uproot the garden overnight. 
The planters put up a tent in front 
of the garden and camped out in 
shifts. But they found themselves 

Continued on page 10
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Bill DeBlasio was inaugurated as the 109th New York City mayor at City 
Hall on Jan. 1. The oath was administered by former US president Bill 
Clinton, and in attendance were former US secretary Hilary Clinton, for-
mer mayors Mike Bloomberg and David Dinkins, Gov. Cuomo, and former 
governors Mario Cuomo and David Peterson. Photo by Paul Martinka

BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
Oh baby!
Shannon-Lee Willis of 

Crown Heights stole the 
spotlight from the ball 
drop at Times Square on 
Jan. 1, when she arrived 
at the stroke of midnight 
to high fives and pumping 
fists at New York Method-
ist Hospital, which said 

the precious infant girl’s 
buzz-worthy entrance 
made her Gotham’s first 
newborn of 2014.

The doe-eyed dar-
ling tipped the scales at 
7 pounds, 14 ounces, and 
embraced her star power 
by snoozing peacefully 
in the arms of exhausted-
but-ecstatic mom Saman-

tha Nieves, while doting 
dad Shannon Willis hov-
ered protectively over his 
family.

There was plenty of 
back slapping among the 
triumphant staffers.

“We were delighted 
to welcome the first New 
York City baby born in 

BABY GIRL: Samantha 
Nieves and Shannon Willis 
greet Shannon-Lee Willis.

City’s fi rst 2014 baby born in Bklyn

CONEY 
GREEN 
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Work 
stopped 
on Yards

Hungry horticulture

Continued on page 8
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BY COLIN MIXSON
The city has plans to 

turn a blighted spot in 
Sheepshead Bay into a lush 
new park with a playground 
for the kids.

The  shabby, overgrown 
lot at Brigham Street and 
Emmons Avenue will get a 
$3.65 million makeover to 
transform it into the long-
awaited Brigham Street 
Park to serve the boom in 
families moving into the 
neighborhood.

“Many kids have moved 
into the high rise buildings 
in the immediate vicinity 
and it is critical that we 
fi nd a safe venue for them 
to exercise and play,” said 
departing Councilman Lew 
Fidler (D–Canarsie), who 
funded the project from his 
discretionary budget.

The Parks Department 
says the park’s design is 
only a draft, but Fidler 
described the designs as 
“complete,” except for one 
hurdle — the approval of 
the Public Design Commis-
sion, expected in January. 

The councilman has on 
occasion had harsh words 
for the commission — the 
agency that must sign off 
on any “permanent works 
of art, architecture and 
landscape architecture” 
proposed for construction 
on city-owned property — 
as it has frustrated Fidler’s 
park projects in the past,  
but in this case, he doesn’t 

expect any trouble.
“The design phase is 

complete except for the ex-
pected approval at the Pub-
lic Design Commission, 
which will probably come 
next month,” said Fidler.

After the park’s plans 
are approved and a contrac-
tor selected, work should 
get underway in late 2014 or 
early 2015.

Construction of  
Brigham Street Park is 
planned for two phases, di-
viding the northern and 
southern halves, but Fi-
dler said that work on both 
should get underway simul-
taneously.

The northern half of the 
new park, located just south 
of Emmons Avenue, will 
have all the fun stuff, with 
a playground featuring the 
Evo and Playbooster equip-
ment that’s been popping 
up recently in parks such 
as the recently unveiled 
Canarsie Park Playground, 
which also received most of 
its funding through Fidler.

The play set will be 
joined by a sprinkler sys-
tem — for the kids, not the 
grass — and a climbing con-
traption, which is called a 
“space ball” in the designs, 
but seems more appropriate 
for monkeying around.

There will be a path 
from the park’s entry 
plaza leading past the play-
ground and a modest lawn, 
to a woody area of picnic ta-

bles and winding footpaths, 
ending with a fi ne view of 
Jamaica Bay.

The park will also fea-
ture a thick grove of trees 
separating the playground 
from the dilapidated build-
ings on the other side of 
Brigham Street, which are 
labeled in park’s design as 
“Unsightly Structure(s).”

The lot on Brigham 
Street has always been a 
park, although people not 
familiar with the area back 
in the 1960s wouldn’t know 
it, according to Bay Im-
provement Group president 
Steve Barrison.

“There was always a 
park there, but it’s been ne-
glected, and we’re going to 
bring it back to life,” said 
Barrison.

After the park fell into 
ruin, efforts to renovate 
and reinvigorate the city-
owned property began in 
the early 1990s, when the 
city promised to pay the 
land some attention.

According to Fidler, he 
was able to rope Bloomberg 
into giving the project $1.5 
million in funding, after 
bringing up an old promise 
made by the mayor’s prede-
cessors.

“I arranged for the 
Mayor to give $1.5 million, 
since, as I told him, this 
was the promise that the 
city made to this commu-
nity over 20 years ago,” the 
councilman said.

LUSH LIFE: Brigham Park will have plenty of trees and grassy picnic areas as well as a well-stocked 
playground. New York City Parks Department

New park by the Bay

C.O.D.
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
A term-limited Wil-

liamsburg councilwoman 
is staying in politics, mak-
ing the seamless transition 
into the position of deputy 
to brand-new Borough Pres-
ident Adams.

Adams announced 
his choice of 34th District 
three-termer Diana Reyna 
on Tuesday, saying that her 
commitment to social jus-
tice issues made her an ob-
vious choice.

“Diana Reyna has spent 
her entire career focused in 
the issues that matter the 
most to everyday New York-
ers,” Adams said, pointing 
to her record on affordable 
housing, public schools, 
and small businesses.

Reyna recently fought 
to secure 293 units of be-
low-market-rate housing 
for Bushwick’s  Rheingold 
Brewery development  and 
successfully restored fund-
ing to programs at  the em-
battled Swinging Sixties 
Center  in Williamsburg af-
ter the city pulled the plug. 
The career pol said she will 

bring that same progressive 
pluck to her new position at 
Adams’s side.

“I look forward to help-
ing Team Adams achieve 
its goal of One Brooklyn, a 
borough that leaves no one 
behind and works together 
toward common goals,” she 
said.

The Borough Presi-
dent’s offi ce does not have 
much power beyond a po-

dium, the ability to make 
community board and city 
agency appointments, and 
a dwindling pool of discre-
tionary funds, so Reyna 
will spend most of her time 
setting up events to con-
nect Brooklynites with 
services they need, said 
Borough Hall spokesman 
Evan Thies.

“The borough president 
and deputy president do not 

need massive resources to 
put these people in a room 
and organize around a com-
mon goal,” said Thies.

Reyna will replace 
now-former Beep Marty 
Markowitz’s low-profi le 
right-hand woman Sandra 
Chapman. In Williamsburg, 
her former top aide Antonio 
Reynoso beat out disgraced 
former Assemblyman Vito 
Lopez for her seat.

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
This golden ticket 

will get you into a room 
of chocolate — and you 
won’t have to go search-
ing through Wonka Bars 
to fi nd one.

On Jan. 14, an assort-
ment of fancy chocolat-
iers will host a bash to 
celebrate some of the most 
adventurous chocolate the 
city has to offer — and you 
can taste all of it with one 
$20 ticket.

“Brooklyn is so into 
chocolate and so recep-
tive,” said Jean Francois 
Bonnet, head chef at Tum-
bador Chocolate, which is 
based in Sunset Park. “We 
will have so many things 
to try, because they want 
to try everything.”

“Chocolate Party!” is 
the fi rst birthday party 
for  Chocolate NYC , a blog 
dedicated to eating and re-
viewing all things choco-
latey in the city. The cel-
ebration will take place 
at the Bell House in Gow-
anus, where Tumbador 
will be joined by a host of 
confection and bar 
producers from 
Brooklyn and 
the surrounding 
areas — includ-
ing  Nunu ,  Raaka , 
and  the Chocolate 
Room  — who will 
share their wares 
with sweet-toothed 
revelers.

“People say jok-
ingly that choco-
late is its own food 
group. Well, it’s 
true,” said Bon-
net. “And it is its 
own culinary cat-
egory too. We are 
a very specialized 
group.”

P a r t y - g o e r s 
will be able to 
gorge themselves 
on a range of sweet 
treats from all the 
chocolate mak-
ers in attendance, 
and the tasting 
promises to be as 
educational as it 
does delicious. Or-
ganizers will ar-
range the tables 
in order of choco-
late percentages 
— ranging from 

milk chocolate to 100 per-
cent cacao — as well as by 
bean origins, fl avors, and 
types of truffl es.

Attendees will also 
have the opportunity to 
try chocolate that has 
been made from scratch 
in Brooklyn, via Wil-
liamsburg’s Fine & Raw. 
The company is a part of 
the nascent “bean to bar” 
movement, in which choc-
olate makers create their 
product directly from the 
cacao bean itself, rather 
than relying on a middle-
man to provide chocolate 
couverture.

“It allows us to make 
fl avor combinations that 
would not have been pos-
sible a few years ago,” 
said Daniel Sklaar, Fine & 
Raw’s owner.

“Chocolate Party! 
Chocolate NYC’s First 
Birthday Bash” at the Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. be-
tween Second and Third 
avenues in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510,  www.the-
bellhouseny.com ]. Jan. 14 
at 7 pm. $20.

HOUSEHOLD NAME: As councilwoman, Diana Reyna cared about affordable housing so much that she 
railed against the rezoning of Broadway Triangle, which is just outside of her district. 

SWEET SPOT: Tumbador owner Jean 
Francois Bennet with a tray of pump-
kin bon bons. Tumbador is one of many 
local chocolate makers that will be at 
Chocolate NYC’s fi rst birthday party at 
the Bell House.  
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Piano man

Sample sweets at 
this tasty shindig

Reyna’s reign moves Downtown

Billy Joel, the Long Island singer and songwriter whose brand of classic rock sells out arenas across the globe, played a one-night-
only show at the Barclays Center on New Year’s Eve. The concert was the fi rst show in Brooklyn for the musician — and his fi rst in 
New York City since he played Shea Stadium in 2008 just before it was torn down. Piano-pop group Ben Folds Five started things 
off. Photo by Paul Martinka
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Oh, what Marty could 

have done with another year.
During his tenure, Bor-

ough President Markowitz 
has achieved many of his 
visions for the Borough of 
Kings — not least bringing 
the Nets, Ikea, and a succes-
sion of cruise ships to Brook-
lyn. But the Beep’s ambitions 
for the borough were as big 
as his personality, so inevi-
tably some dreams must be 
deferred.

Many of the projects he 
championed have been com-
pleted during his term, but 
others — such as the Loews 
Kings Theater renovation 
that got under way this year 
— will not be fi nished until 
Markowitz’s successor has 
taken the throne.

“While I am proud of 
what I have accomplished as 
Borough President, there are 
several projects that I will not 

get to see completed under 
my tenure,” said Markowitz. 
“I will be the Borough Pres-
ident Emeritus when this 
‘wonder theater’ reopens its 
doors for the fi rst time in this 
millennia.”

His vision for a Coney 
Island amphitheater in the 
Childs building is also on 

its way with the near-unan-
imous blessing of the Coun-
cil in its last vote of the year. 
The initiative made its fi rst 
concrete progress early on 
the morning of Dec. 28, when 
backhoes  cleared out a com-
munity garden in the venue’s 
footprint .

Other pet projects remain 
on the drawing board, but 
Markowitz is nevertheless 
optimistic that he will one 
day see their completion. 
But for all his tireless cheer-
leading, Markowitz will ad-
mit that even his best efforts 
could not always yield the de-
sired results. 

“There are several proj-
ects that were simply beyond 
my control,” he said.

Markowitz has long 
dreamed of returning Brook-
lyn to its industrial roots, 
and hoped to lure high-tech 
electronic manufacturers to 
the working-class neighbor-

hoods of Brownsville and 
East New York. But alas, that 
task will be left to his succes-
sors.

“We cannot give up on 
bringing manufacturing 
back,” said Markowitz. “Our 
communities want to work, 
and we must provide them 
with good-paying jobs. I am 
disappointed that I was un-
able to accomplish this, but I 
have high hopes that the next 

administration will.”
Markowitz’s other dreams 

include a casino in Coney Is-
land and bringing the world’s 
sport — professional soccer 
— to the borough that is a 
crossroads of the world.

 “What better place than 
Brooklyn for a soccer sta-
dium and a team to call it 
home?” Markowitz said.

Ultimately, the outgoing 
Beep is certain that no mat-

ter what he has achieved, 
Brooklyn is the greatest city 
in the world, and if its citi-
zens were smart enough to 
elect him three times in a 
row, he says, they are smart 
enough to achieve anything.

“The future of Brooklyn 
is boundless potential. We 
have the greatest dream-
ers anywhere, and I’m sure 
there is plenty of excitement 
to come,” he said. 

BOROUGH RESIDENT: Marty 
Markowitz is about to make the 
transition to civilian life. 
 File photo

WHEN WE WERE KINGS: Borough President Markowitz left offi ce with restoration work on the palatial 
Loew’s Kings Theater in Flatbush, the site of his fi rst date, still ongoing. 
 Brooklyn Borough President / Kathryn Kirk

Markowitz leaves 
work to be done
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
They got scrooged.
Williamsburg’s Swing-

ing Sixties Center got a 
big dose of bah humbug 
on Christmas Eve in the 
form of an eviction notice 
from its new landlord, ac-
cording to activists. The 
paperwork, dated Dec. 
19, gives the hundreds of 
kids and seniors who use 
its services until the end 
of January to clear out 
and center leaders say 
the timing of the delivery 
shows a calculated mean-
ness best encapsulated by 
Dr. Seuss’s famous green 
grouch.

“He knew what he was 
doing when he served 
these papers on Christmas 
Eve,” said Community 
Board 1 member Jan Pe-
terson of building owner 
Victor Einhorn. “He’s a 
grinch.”

Peterson spent the late 
1960s and early 1970s work-
ing to open the center, fi -
nally succeeding in 1974, 
and is also a member of its 
board.

Einhorn purchased the 
three-story Ainslie Street 
building last month with 
his son Harry and, three 
weeks ago,  raised the rent 
by a third , prompting sup-
porters of all ages  to rally to 
save the place .

Peterson is convinced 
that the Einhorns plan 
to demolish the commu-
nity center and build 
condos.

“They are trying to tear 
down a place that is an in-

stitution,” she said. 
Current zoning allows 

for a six or seven-story resi-
dential building to go up on 
the lot.

Center supporters say 
there is no way the Ein-
horns will be able to get the 
daycare, after-school, and 
senior operations out so 
quickly, given that the pro-
grams have received city 
funding for decades.

“There’s absolutely no 
chance that they will kick 
these seniors and toddlers 
out in 30 days,” said Saint 
Nick’s Alliance spokesman 
Greg Hanlon. “We are con-
fi dent they will be there for 
years to come.”

A lawyer for the center 
said there is a lot work-
ing against the land-
lords, including their con-
sciences.

“We believe that the 
city’s investment in the 
property, as well as its 
agreements with the prior 

owner, not to mention 
moral mandates, obligate 
the new owners to maintain 
this property as the home 
of the day care and senior 
centers that have occupied 
it for some 40 years,” said 
Marty Needelman, a law-
yer working on behalf of 
the Conselyea Street Block 
Association, which runs 
the center.

The hub has been with-
out a lease for more than 
a year. Peterson said she 
plans to continue getting 
city politicians on board to 
fi ght for it and to organize 
those who use its services 
to launch letter and phone 
campaigns.

The building hosted 
Community Board 1’s meet-
ings until mid-December, 
when the panel decided to 
cut and run ahead of the 
feared eviction.

The Einhorns and their 
attorney did not return 
calls for comment.

‘Grinch’ booted seniors on Xmas Eve: Activists

SEEING GREEN: Saint Nick’s Alliance spokesman Greg Hanlon, 
dressed as the Grinch, holds the notice the Swinging Sixties Center 
received on Christmas Eve. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Swinging evictees
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BY MEREDITH DELISO
This is a tribute fi t for a king.
Elvis Presley would have turned 78 years old on Jan. 

8. So to honor the late icon’s birthday, new venue Radio 
Bushwick is hosting the “Elvis Birthday Tribute Ex-
travaganza,” with performances from four live bands, 
plus Elvis-themed dance, costume and trivia contests.

Headlining the show will be Brooklyn-based rock-
abilly band  Screamin’ Rebel Angels . Frontwoman 
Laura Rebel Angel has been throwing an Elvis trib-
ute for the past fi ve years as a way to celebrate the 
man and his music.

“Besides loving Elvis as the amazing performer 
and icon that he is, I fi nd that these shows are a great 
way to introduce a larger audience to the current 
genre of rockabilly that is happening in New York 
City, and Brooklyn in particular,” said Angel, who 
is christening Radio Bushwick, the neighborhood’s 
fi rst professional concert hall, with its fi rst rocka-
billy show. “Early Elvis is the gateway drug of rocka-
billy, and we’re trying to give the audience a taste and 
hope that they get hooked.”

To that end, Screamin’ Rebel Angels and the three 
other bands on the bill —  the Bothers ,  Sean Coleman 
and the Quasars , and  the Raw Dogs  — will each be 
performing a handful of Elvis songs — both classics 
and more obscure tunes — alongside their own origi-
nals. Angel said her band will take on Elvis’s trea-
sured tracks “Hard Headed Woman,” “Hound Dog,” 
and “One Night of Sin.”

The night’s festivities will also give audience mem-
bers the opportunity to channel the King themselves. 
SlapBack, a vintage boutique in Williamsburg, will 
host a costume contest and award prizes for three dif-
ferent Elvis-related personas — “Rockabilly Elvis” 
(think vintage blazers with skinny ties and pocket 
squares, or gabardine shirts with neckerchiefs), 
“Crazy Vegas Elvis” (jumpsuits and sunglasses will 
do the trick), and “1960s Priscilla Presley” (“We will 
be looking for the giant hair, heavy eyeliner, and 
bombshell dresses,” said Angel). 

Additionally, an “Elvis Pelvis Dance-Off” will 
award those with the best moves, while the trivia con-
test will give attendees the chance to prove they know 
their “Blue Suede Shoes” from their “Moody Blue.”

“An Elvis Birthday Tribute Extravaganza” at 
Radio Bushwick [22 Wyckoff Ave. between Trout-
man and Starr streets in Bushwick, (917) 893–8935, 
 www.radiobushwick.com ], Jan. 8 at 8 pm. $10.

Hail to the King
Band throws birthday bash for Elvis

WHAT A SCREAM: Brooklyn rockabilly band the Screamin’ 
Rebel Angels will headline the “Elvis Birthday Tribute Ex-
travaganza” on Jan. 8.  Screamin’ Rebel Angels 

BY MEGAN RIESZ
Forget NBC’s “The Sound of Music 

Live.”
A daring director is taking the 

same concept as the recent hit TV event 
— fi lming and screening a live theater 
production — but applying it to a much 
more challenging work: Anton Chek-
hov’s 1878 play “Platanov.” Each perfor-
mance will be screened at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music as it is staged, shot, 
and edited in real-time from a theater 
in Manhattan on Jan. 9, 16, and 23.

“I was really interested in tak-
ing some of the cultural capital of the 
movies — some of our understands 
of how events are portrayed in mov-
ies — and bringing that onstage,” said 
director  Jay Scheib , who won an Obie 
award for his 2012 production “World 
of Wires,” and was awarded a Guggen-
heim Fellowship in 2011.

The live event will take eight actors, 
six designers and technicians, and one 
single editor to pull off. The team is set 
to fi lm and edit at the Kitchen, an ex-
perimental arts space in Chelsea, with 

two cameras and a fi ve-second delay — 
less time than the NBA has to edit dur-
ing games, Scheib said.

“Without them, I would have no 
chance,” Scheib said of his collabora-
tors. “This has a lot of moving parts.”

But Scheib will not be out of his 
depth. He has already directed about 
six other live cinema productions, in-
cluding Italian director Michelangelo 

Antonioni’s “This Place is a Desert.” 
The ambitious artist said he decided 
to tackle Chekhov’s unfi nished “Pla-
tanov” — which follows an embittered 
teacher and a band of anti-heroes who 
use vodka and sex to cope with the dis-
appointment of life — because it is one 
of the Russian author’s longest and 
unfi nished plays.

“I have this passion for the early 
works of major writers,” he said.

Scheib, a professor for music and 
theater arts at Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology, has also produced 
several contemporary operas and mu-
sicals — including “punk songspiel” 
“Addicted to Bad Ideas: Peter Lorre’s 
20th Century,” and Evan Ziporyn’s op-
era, “A House in Bali.” But despite his 
lengthy theater resume, Scheib said 
his true love is the big screen.

“Platonov, or The Disinherited” at 
BAM Rose Cinemas [30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 636–4100, 
 www.bam.org ]. Jan. 9, 16, and 23 at 8 
pm. $7–$13.

BY SAMANTHA LIM 
This photography show will make 

you think twice before complaining 
about New York rush hour.

“The Car Poolers,” on display at 
United Photo Industries in Dumbo, 
features photos of commuters headed 
to work while lying on hard wooden 
planks in open-air trucks. Dominican-
born photographer Alejandro Carta-
gena spent a year capturing the images 
on the southbound Highway 85 in Mon-
terrey, Mexico, where he now resides. 

Taken from a high-angle, the pho-
tos give viewers the unique sensation 
of hovering above vehicles speeding 
down a highway. And in a way, they 
are — the audacious artist achieved 
this effect by dangling from an over-
head bridge.

“I found a pedestrian bridge cross-
ing the busiest highways in the metro 
area and stuck half of my body out to be 
able to shoot straight down,” he said.

Cartagena was invited to present the 
solo exhibition at United Photo Indus-
tries after winning the jury award in 
the gallery’s annual photography con-
test. But if his photos already look famil-
iar to you, it may be because “The Car 
Poolers” received a signifi cant amount 
of media attention when it opened at a 
Los Angeles gallery in early 2013, gar-
nering write-ups from the likes of the 

New York Times, ABC News, and the 
Guardian, among many others.

Although the photos are from Mex-
ico, the striking images address an is-
sue that should resonate with many 
Americans — urban sprawl. In Mon-
terrey, Cartagena explained, suburbs 
are being built at great distances from 

urban centers, causing longer com-
mutes and higher fuel consumption.

“The Car Poolers” at United Photo 
Industries HQ  [111 Front St. Suite 
204 between Washington and Ad-
ams streets in Dumbo, (718) 215–9075, 
 www.unitedphotoindustries.com ] On 
view through Jan 31.

Have truck, will travel
Photography show captures a unique perspective on Mexican carpoolers

BAM!: Jay Scheib’s “Platonov, or The Disin-
herited” will be staged and fi lmed live from 
an art space in Manhattan and screened at 
the Brooklyn Academy of Music.  
 Photo by Jim Carmody

Lights! Camera! Live-action!
Brooklyn Academy of Music screens ambitious Chekov play in real-time

KEEP ON TRUCKIN’: Alejandro Cartagena captured photos of carpoolers in Monterrey, 
Mexico, by dangling off the side of overhead bridges with his cameras.  
 Photos by Alejandro Cartagena 
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BY JAIME LUTZ
Apartments are coming to Down-

town’s offi ce complex — technically, 
anyway.

The seven-story building at 10 
MetroTech Center — which is actually 
located on Fulton Street, a 10-minute 
walk from its namesake offi ce tower 
compound — is undergoing a $8.2-mil-
lion demolition to make way for a resi-
dential development, mega-developer 
Forest City Ratner said in a quarterly 
shareholders conference call.

“We are currently demolishing the 
building and will then evaluate our 
options,” said company spokesman 
Michael Rapfogel, when asked about 
the future of the space.

The Ratner-owned building previ-
ously housed a double-whammy of bu-
reaucratic dread in the form of offi ces 
for the Internal Revenue Service and 
the Department of Motor Vehicles. 
The tear-down started on Nov. 29 and 
workers have cleared out much of the 
building’s interior. The structure’s 
skeleton still stands at 625 Fulton St. 

near Flatbush Avenue and contrac-
tors are now ripping out plumbing and 
partitions, according to Department 
of Buildings records.

Under the lot’s current zoning, 
it could become an offi ce tower, an 
apartment high-rise with ground-fl oor 
retail, or a hotel, and a real estate ex-
pert says the latter two are the more 
lucrative options.

“The best and highest use for the 
space is a hotel, or residential and re-
tail if permitted,” said Chris Havens, 
a commercial broker with aptsand-
lofts.com. 

Forest City is currently in default 
on a $40-million mortgage for the 

building, but it is not in immediate 
danger of foreclosure. It has two years 
to pay back the lender, which it might 
do with the cash it brings in from re-
developing the lot.

When the complex goes non-com-
mercial, it will be the latest in a long 
line of Downtown facilities to make 
the switch from offi ce space to retail 
or luxury residential digs, including 
the Municipal Building, the bottom 
two fl oors of which are  now being 
leased to stores , and the former Board 
of Education building at 110 Livings-
ton St., which is now  apartments with 
the Issue Project Room’s performing 
arts venue on the ground fl oor. 

Tear-down 
could mean 

condos

GOING DOWN: Ten Metrotech Center is in the slow process of being demolished to make 
way for more a profi table residential or mixed-use building. 
 Community Newspaper Group / Jaime Lutz

you have animals eating 
plants, but the plants I’m 
bringing have found in-
teresting ways of catching 
and digesting animals.”

Most people have heard 
of the venus fl ytrap — a 
fl ower-producing plant 
that comes equipped with 
a few vicious bulbs for en-
snaring hapless bugs and 
then digesting them in a 
spicy enzyme bath. But Kui 
believes that the venus fl y-
trap has received enough 
press, and he is more in-
terested in teaching kids 
about lesser-known bug-
eating vegetation.

“I always wanted to 
give back to the commu-
nity, by teaching children 
that there’s more to car-
nivorous plants than the 
venus fl ytrap,” he said.

His favorite plant is the 
very rare, very odd-looking 
Australian pitcher plant, 
which snares unfortu-
nate bugs in its pit-shaped 
leaves, before devouring 
them at its leisure.

“It’s really gnarly look-
ing,” he said.

Every kid in atten-

dance at Kui’s two Icky 
Fest seminars will receive 
a pot and the seeds of a 
South African Cape sun-
dew plant to take home, so 
they can grow little carni-
vores of their own.

“It’s a fantastic begin-
ner plant and I can’t recom-
mend it enough,” he said.

“Carnivorous Plants” 
at the Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. between St. Marks 
Avenue and Prospect 
Place in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400,  www.
brooklynkids.org ]. Jan 
11–12 at 1:30 pm. Free with 
$9 museum admission.

Icky
Continued from page 1

FEED ME, SEYMOUR: Carniv-
orous plant expert Jonathen 
Kui’s venus fl ytrap is just one 
of the fl esh-eating foliage he 
will bring to “Icky Fest.” 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson
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1750 86th Street  Brooklyn, NY 11214
Phone: 718-680-2121  www.brfcu.org

www.brfcu.org

Happy New Year
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It’s that time of the 

year — the beginning 

— when people the 

world over vow to cut 

back on booze, lose 

that winter weight, 

and make the world 

a better place. We 

asked a cross-section 

of Brooklyn’s movers 

and shakers for their 

New Year’s resolu-

tions, and what they 

came up with might 

surprise you. 

Eric Adams
Borough President
Visit every neighbor-

hood in the borough and 
speak to as many residents 
as I can.

Joe Lentol
Assemblyman (D–Wil-

liamsburg)
As some might know, we 

have an offi ce cat named 
Brooke, she is our offi ce 
mascot. Truth be told, I 
am a sucker for her meow-
ing, purring, and begging, 
which often leads me to give 
her a few too many treats. 
So this year I am going to 
work on that. Sorry Brooke, 
but this year your treat in-
take is going to be reduced!

But I have serious ones 
too, the most important be-
ing to do the best I can to al-
low the residents of North 
Brooklyn to enjoy their 
days with as much peace 
and harmony as possible.

Linda Mariano
Co-founder, Friends and 

Residents of Greater Gow-
anus

1) Focus on several re-
search projects started last 
year.

2) Go to law school and 

get a law degree in order to 
sue developers and politi-
cians.

3) Upgrade my cellphone 
and not be afraid of technol-
ogy.

Dick Zigun
Self-proclaimed Mayor, 

Coney Island
To exaggerate Coney Is-

land’s charms less — while 
I personally enjoy Coney Is-
land’s charms more! In 2014, 
the new Coney emerges as a 
reality that can stand proud 

on its own — so I plan to 
work on my suntan.

Jennifer Schork
Co-founder, Preservation 

Greenpoint
My resolution for 2014 is 

to learn a new skill. More 
specifi cally, to buy an in-
strument (or crafting sup-
plies), tell everyone how I 
plan to take lessons (and 
practice), never get around 
to it, spend more time talk-
ing to friends about how 
I can never fi nd the time, 

and fi nally tuck that man-
dolin under my bed next to 
the sewing box and brewing 
supplies.

On second thought, I 
think I’ll just resolve to 
swear less next year.

Paul Basile
President, Gowanus 

Alliance

We resolve to fi nd ways 
to make our community 
cleaner, safer, more pro-
ductive, and different from 
other communities that 

succumb to greed and fi l-
tered life!

Steve Hindy
Owner, Brooklyn Brew-

ery
My New Year’s resolu-

tion is kind of selfi sh. I want 
to sell a lot of my new book 
“The Craft Beer Revolu-
tion,” which is coming out 
in April.

Dale Talde
Owner, Talde restaurant 

in Park Slope
Lose weight, drink less, 

and exercise more.

Tom Wentworth
Activist, Fort Greene
My New Year’s resolu-

tion is to spend less time 
interacting on social media 
and more time meeting face 
to face, especially with those 
local leaders with the infl u-
ence to  Turf the Slab  and 
build a home fi eld for youth 
sports in Fort Greene.

Paul Kermizian
Owner, Barcade bar in 

Williamsburg
Drive less.

Prominent Brooklynites share their 2014 self-improvement plans

A FRESH START: (Clockwise from above) Activist Linda Mariano, 
pictured here at a parade to celebrate the centennial of the Gow-
anus Canal’s fl ushing tunnel, wants to go to law school to better 
stick it to the Man. Newly minted Borough President Eric Adams 
wants to get out there among the people. Assemblyman Joe Lentol 
is putting his beloved offi ce cat on a diet. File photos

RESOLUTION REVOLUTION

2014, but even more 
pleased that she is 
healthy, as well as 
adorable,” said spokes-
woman Lyn Hill.

Brooklyn’s other 
first babies opted for a 
more leisurely debut.

Tyson Yu opened 
his eyes to a brand new 
world at 4:48 am at Lu-
theran Medical Center, 
delivering glad tidings 
to his thrilled par-
ents — mom Chen Ya 
Ting and dad Long Yu 
of Sunset Park — who 
couldn’t stop gazing at 
their 6-pound bundle of 
cuteness.

Workers there 
handed it to Tyson.

“He took his time, 
he wanted to make sure 
Times Square was all 
cleaned up,” said hos-
pital spokesman Neal 
Gorman.

Courier Life Publi-
cations and Commu-
nity Newspaper Group 
extend congratulations 
and good wishes to all 
the 2014 babies and 
their families.

OH BOY!: Tyson Yu was the 
fi rst baby of the year at 
Lutheran Medical Center, 
but the precious newborn 
seems blissfully unaware 
of his local celebrity, as he 
catches some zzzs in the 
arms of proud mom Chen 
Ya Ting of Sunset Park. 
 Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Baby
Continued from page 1
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powerless when, at 5 am on 
Saturday morning, a con-
struction crew arrived with 
earth-movers and broke the 
gates.

“I get a call in the mid-
dle of the night, and they 
told me the trucks were 
here,” said Yury Opendik, 
who had helped organize 
the growers. “I got here 
in time to watch it all un-
fold. They tore the garden 
apart.”

Workers caged the 20 
chickens living in the gar-
den, but the dozens of cats, 
rabbits, and pigeons gar-
deners were keeping at the 
parcel appear to have fl ed 
ahead of the machines. Gar-
deners said the backhoes 
crushed stuff they kept 
inside the lot, including a 
bungalow full of tools and 
seeds Opendik had built by 
hand.

“It wasn’t expensive 
things, but personal things 
that meant so much more 
to me than money,” said 
Opendik.

The People’s Playground 
planters had hoed the plot 
of along W. 22nd Street 
since 1997. The city kicked 
the growers out in 2004 in 
order to convert the parcel 
into a parking lot for MCU 
Park, then under construc-
tion. But the garden was 
never paved and the doz-
ens of seed-sowers returned 
without offi cial sanction. 
Hurricane Sandy soaked 

the spot and buried it in 
sand, but the gardeners dug 
their way out and replanted 
last spring. 

The earth-moving ma-
chinery was sent by iStar 
Financial, which owns the 
Childs Building. The plan 
is for the city to pay $53-mil-
lion to buy the 90-year-old 
Boardwalk icon and have 
the developer renovate the 
space into a music hall and 
restaurant, turning the 
Boardwalk Garden and two 
parcels along W. 23rd Street 
into seating and a sprawl-
ing, landscaped lawn. The 
developer will then operate 
the facility at a profi t until 
2025, before turning it over 
to the city.

The gardeners success-
fully lobbied Community 
Board 13 to  vote down 
the amphitheater plan in 
September , but failed to 
prevent the project from 
breezing through  the City 
Planning Commission  and 
 the Council . 

The gardeners insisted 

they were not opposed to the 
Childs Building project, but 
said they wanted the city to 
provide a replacement lot 
for them to use. Coney Is-
land Holdings, an iStar sub-
sidiary, pointed out that the 
city has offered the garden-
ers a stake in another space 
on W. 29th Street and Surf 
Avenue, which the company 
called “under-utilized.” 
But the planters complain 
that the proffered parcel is 
paved, smaller than their 
current spot, and already 
home to two-dozen other 
gardeners.

“It’s a concrete jungle 
over there,” said Opendik. 
“It’s not a pleasant place to 
be, and it’s not a comfort-
able site for growing veg-
etables.”

The gardeners said they 
are considering a lawsuit 
to stop the project, point-
ing out city documents that 
show the space mapped as 
parkland, which would re-
quire state approval for a 
private lease.

Continued from page 1 

Garden

line  years ago and has yet 
to commit to another one. 
“Forest City said the project 
would be built in 10 years, 
with no intention of actu-
ally doing that, and this is 
more of the same.”

B2 is supposed to rise to 
32 stories at the corner of 
Dean Street and Flatbush 
Avenue, but the media event 
that showcased the installa-
tion of the second block on 
Dec. 12 was never supposed 
to signal the beginning of a 
new period of construction, 
claimed Ratner spokesman 
Michael Rapfogel on Thurs-
day, saying that the plan 
was always to start slot-
ting the apartment pieces 
in mid-January. But Rapfo-

gel’s explanation fl ies in the 
face of what his colleague, 
head of construction Robert 
Sanna, told us at the inau-
gural block drop-in.

“We’ll be erecting the 
mods now through the sum-
mer, when we’ll go into the 
period of on-site work,” 
Sanna said back then.

Another Atlantic Yards 
foe says he is worried about 
the noise of constant truck 
traffi c when the units fi -
nally do start arriving.

“Forest City Ratner 
Company has made a huge 
gamble on modular without 
ever bothering to consider 
how it might impact their 
project’s neighbors, who 
now may end up bearing 
the brunt of its omission,” 
said Gib Veconi, member 
of the activist group Brook-
lynSpeaks, which  sued For-

est City in 2009 .
The developer has 

stressed that the prefabri-
cated building method re-
quires fewer deliveries than 
conventional construction.

B2 is supposed to boast 
363 rental apartments, half 
of them renting for below-
market-rate, and is the fi rst 
of 15 planned towers in the 
development.

The Chinese-government-
owned developer Greenland 
fi nalized an agreement to 
buy a 70-percent stake in At-
lantic Yards — not includ-
ing the Barclays Center or 
B2 — for about $200-million 
in mid-December. The com-
panies expect to seal the deal 
in 2014, but need the sign-off 
of the federal Committee on 
Foreign Investment in the 
United States, a federal na-
tional security agency.

Continued from page 1 

Yards

PLOW-DOWN: A backhoe sits atop all that is left of Coney Island’s 
Boardwalk Community Garden, which was destroyed to make way 
for a summer concert venue. Photo by Steve Solomonson
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69-40 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-7200  |  StammtischPorkStore.com

Located Right Next to Our Zum Stammtisch Restaurant

HOT ITEMS
ON SALE

WE HAVE ALL THE
INGREDIENTS TO MAKE

YOUR FAMILY GATHERING
A CULINARY SUCCESS

Enjoy Zum Stammtisch 
Classics for Your Next Event!
Available in Half or Full Trays 

with All The Trimmings

We Have... Roasts
Fresh Hams

Holiday Platters
Coldcut Platters

Traditional German Choices
Herring in Cream Sauce

Herring Salad
Rollmops

Stammtisch Stollen
$10.99 lb.

Hot Spiced Glühwein
Not Responsible for Any Typographical Errors.
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