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BY MEGAN RIESZ
The state is set to dig the toxic 

dirt out from around the Gow-
anus Batcave, the hulking former 
subway powerhouse a millionaire 
wants to turn into an arts com-
plex, but a more pressing problem 
is keeping out urban adventurers, 
the rich guy’s spokeswoman said. 

The announcement of a plan for 
a clean-up of the lot on Third Av-
enue between Carroll and Third 
streets is the fi rst major step to-
wards breathing new life into the 
abandoned building since Joshua 
Rechnitz, the philanthropist be-
hind  a failed bid to build a cycling 
track in Brooklyn Bridge Park , 
bought it in 2012. The Department 
of Environmental Conservation’s 
plan outlines how it would scoop 
up and cart off the lead, mercury, 
and other nasty toxins that make 
the place hazardous to human 
health and the building needs 

BY MEGAN RIESZ
The mayor’s new guardhouse 

has already landed him in the 
doghouse.

A mini-police fortress in-
stalled on the 
road in front of 
Mayor DeBla-
sio’s Park Slope 
townhouse (at 
left) is the lat-
est in a series 
of heavy-duty 
security mea-
sures that has 
some neighbors 
eager to see the First Family pack 
up and leave already.

“It is an eyesore,” seethed next-
door neighbor Lourdes Leong, re-
ferring to the security shack. “I 

DeB’s home 
now has a 

guardhouse

Continued on page 12Continued on page 19
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Mia Shendervsky of Marine Park gets towed along a Prospect Park hill where legions of kids braved the freezing 
temperatures on Jan. 4 for sledding. A snowstorm kicked off a week of wild weather, which featured 50-degree 
temperatures on the weekend and the dreaded “polar vortex” midweek. For more on the wackiness, see page 3.  

Wild weather
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BAT ATTACK: The toxic dirt around 
this former subway powerhouse is 
about to be cleansed. 
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#1: Bill DeBlasio 
and LICH

In mid-July 2013, Bill De-
Blasio was  getting arrested 
doing civil disobedience  to 
draw attention to the state’s 
attempt to close Long Is-
land College Hospital and, 
according to him, sell the 
prime real estate it sits on 
to a luxury developer.

Fighting hospital clo-
sures was one of the signa-
ture issues of DeBlasio’s 
campaign. But pointing out 
that Gov. Cuomo pulls the 
strings at the state health 
department and the State 
University of New York, 
which were bent on shutter-
ing the place, was not in his 
vocabulary.

Five days before his 
landslide November win, 
DeBlasio  refused to di-
vulge what the governor 
has been saying about 
the 155-year-old Cobble 
Hill hospital’s fate behind 
closed doors . But in De-
cember, the state decided 
to hold off on considering 
a plan to turn the medical 
center into condos, offer-
ing to hand the keys over 
to the city instead.

The ball is in the freshly-
minted mayor’s court. In 
2014, with the governor’s 
goodwill at stake and a 
whole city’s problems com-
peting for his attention, 
will DeBlasio fi nish what 
he started with the hobbled 
hospital, or will he let the 
issue languish now that his 
progressive pledges have 
carried him to City Hall? 

#2: DA Kenneth 
Thompson

Brooklyn’s fi rst black 

district attorney has taken 
the reins at the prosecu-
tor’s offi ce  after 24 years of 
Charles Hynes in charge . 
Thompson painted his op-
ponent as corrupt and be-
holden to political special 
interests, but the rubber is 
going to meet the road in 
2014 now that Thompson 
has to make actual deci-
sions about how to handle 
some of the most hot-button 
cases still wending their 
way through the courts.

What, for instance, will 
become of the reams of pa-
perwork handled by as-
sistant district attorney 
Michael Vecchione, who 
Thompson  slammed on the 
campaign trail  for wrong-
ful convictions that came 
out of  alleged prosecutorial 
misconduct ? Or how about 
the pending prosecution of 
 Orthodox Jewish sex abuse 
whistleblower Sam Kellner  
on extortion charges Kell-

ner and others say were po-
litically motivated?

But one of the big ques-
tions has already been 
answered. Last Saturday, 
 the New York Post fi rst re-
ported  that Thompson has 
hired Abe George, the for-
mer Democratic candidate 
for borough prosecutor 
whose  late July exit from 
the race  paved the way for a 
Thompson win. George will 
be the deputy bureau chief 
of the district attorney’s 
Major Narcotics Investiga-
tions Bureau.

#3: Downtown’s 
population boom

Brooklyn’s central 
shopping and offi ce dis-
trict started to undergo 
a huge transformation in 
2004 thanks to a rezoning 
that allowed skyscrap-
ers to rise. Now, residen-
tial development is  go-
ing whole hog  and Fulton 

Mall has half-turned over 
to chain stores, including 
high-end retailers such as 
Swarovski and Armani 
Exchange. Some 3,300 
apartments are expected 
to be built during the next 
three years, increasing the 
neighborhood’s popula-
tion by four-fi fths to 21,000. 
And, as hordes of mostly 
well-heeled people move 
in, so too will up-scale eat-
eries, bars, and grocery 
stores catering to their do-
mestic wants and needs.

The infl ux will strain 
already-taxed infrastruc-
ture and add to crowding 
in nearby neighborhood 
public schools. It will also 
build pressure to create 
such a school Downtown, 
where  there is not one and 
none are planned , despite 
the huge growth. The city’s 
process for planning a new 
school takes years and has 
increasingly come to rely 
on the cooperation of big de-
velopers to build learning 
centers inside luxury build-
ings. There are plenty of 
high-priced towers planned 
to rise Downtown, but so 
far, the city has given no 

indication that it intends to 
put a school in any of them.

#4: Letitia James
The former Fort Greene 

councilwoman may be off to 
a rocky start as public advo-
cate thanks to her lie that 
she pushed the New York 
Times to do an exhaustive 
front-page series on home-
lessness in the city, but 
James has built her career 
outside of traditional politi-
cal channels.

The public advocate’s of-
fi ce has long been an ugly 
duckling in the city’s struc-
ture. It is all-but-powerless 
and has been the subject of 
frequent calls to abolish it 
entirely. But it has new stat-
ure now that DeBlasio, the 
city’s last full-time nag, is 
in executive offi ce.

Something tells us part 
of James’ loose-tongued 
lapse came from the en-
larged ego that arises out 
of being a momentary cen-
ter of attention at City Hall. 
And if DeBlasio’s liberal 
leadership stays a hit with 
New Yorkers and James 
can avoid putting her foot 
in her mouth too often, she 
is the politician best posi-
tioned to follow his road-
map from outsider to top 
offi ce.
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By Danielle Furfaro

This golden ticket will get you into a 
room of chocolate — and you won’t 
have to go searching through Wonka 

Bars to find one.
On Jan. 14, an assortment of fancy choco-

latiers will host a bash to celebrate some of 
the most adventurous chocolate the city has 
to offer — and you can taste all of it with one 
$20 ticket.

“Brooklyn is so into chocolate and so 
receptive,” said Jean Francois Bonnet, head 
chef at Tumbador Chocolate, which is based 
in Sunset Park. “We will have so many things 
to try, because they want to try everything.”

“Chocolate Party!” is the first birthday 
party for  Chocolate NYC , a blog dedicated 
to eating and reviewing all things chocolatey 
in the city. The celebration will take place at 
the Bell House in Gowanus, where Tumbador 
will be joined by a host of confection and bar 
producers from Brooklyn and the surround-
ing areas — including  Nunu ,  Raaka , and 
 the Chocolate Room  — who will share their 
wares with sweet-toothed revelers.

“People say jokingly that chocolate is its 
own food group. Well, it’s true,” said Bonnet. 
“And it is its own culinary category too. We 
are a very specialized group.”

Party-goers will be able to gorge them-
selves on a range of sweet treats from all the 
chocolate makers in attendance, and the tast-
ing promises to be as educational as it does 
delicious. Organizers will arrange the tables 
in order of chocolate percentages — ranging 
from milk chocolate to 100 percent cacao — 
as well as by bean origins, flavors, and types 
of truffles.

Attendees will also have the opportunity to 
try chocolate that has been made from scratch 
in Brooklyn, via Williamsburg’s Fine & Raw. 
The company is a part of the nascent “bean to 
bar” movement, in which chocolate makers 
create their product directly from the cacao 
bean itself, rather than relying on a middle-
man to provide chocolate couverture.

“It allows us to make flavor combina-
tions that would not have been possible a few 
years ago,” said Daniel Sklaar, Fine & Raw’s 
owner.

“Chocolate Party! Chocolate NYC’s 
First Birthday Bash” at the Bell House [149 
Seventh St. between Second and Third ave-
nues in Gowanus, (718) 643–6510,  www.the-
bellhouseny.com ]. Jan. 14 at 7 pm. $20.

CHOCK FULL
Dine on local confections at this sweet shindig

Sweet spot: Tumbador owner 
Jean Francois Bennet with a tray 
of pumpkin bon bons. Tumbador 
is one of many local chocolate 
makers that will be at Chocolate 
NYC’s first birthday party at the 
Bell House. 
 Photo by  Steve Solomonson
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14 TO WATCH IN ’14
The future is unknowable, but we are students of the recent past and, based on the analysis of our in-house team of 

experts, we have an idea what the next year might hold. We’re confi dent these borough gadfl ies, bosses, changing 

neighborhoods and upstarts-made-good will give our resident scribes plenty to write about in the coming year. 

Continued on page 3
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#5: The G train
There are a battery of big 

changes the Brooklyn Local 
needs to meet its long-suffering 
riders’ needs, but the Metropoli-
tan Transportation Authority is 
holding off on most of them until 

it can fi nd funding. 
In the meantime, 

Ghost Train 
c o m m u t e r s 
have  a handful 
of welcome-but-
minor improve-

ments to look 
forward to , includ-

ing better spacing between G and 
F trains, standardized stopping 
points for the four-car strands, 
public announcement systems at 
the 12 stations that do not have 

them, and better signage. Let 
us just hope that the next stop is 
the major overhaul the borough’s 
backbone deserves. And that it ar-
rives soon.

#6: Eric Adams
The new Beep  started the year 

with two big pledges befi tting the 
theatrics his predecessor loved : 
bringing Brooklyn its own ball 
drop in time for next New Year’s 
Eve and establishing 
a borough Hall of 
Fame. We will of 
course be watch-
ing to see what 
other tricks he 
has up his sleeve 
and whether 
he will follow 
through.

But we will also be 
waiting to see what, if anything, 
happens with  the May 2013 revela-

tion that Adams is being a probed 
by the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation . The feds are not known for 
sharing when they have fi nished 
sniffi ng around about corruption 
— or when they are about to pinch 
a prominent pol — so Adams, who 
denies he has ever done anything 
corrupt, has to spend the year in 
suspense. So, too, do the rest of us 
who keep tabs on him for a living.

#7: Road-safety 
activists

Park Slope residents who 
want to see traffi c reined in hit 
a speed bump in 2011 when the 
city snubbed their bid to have the 
neighborhood designated a “Slow 
Zone,” but the efforts have been 
picking up speed since the tragic 
October 2013  death of 12-year-
old Samuel Cohen Eckstein on 
Prospect Park West . Activists, 
including Cohen Eckstein’s par-

ents, spent the fall ramping up de-
mands for a citywide 20-mile-per-
hour speed limit on residential 
roads, which the Cohen Ecksteins 
say would have saved their son 
from being  killed by a van . The 
road safety activists have gotten 
the word out through  community 
meetings ,  a Council hearing ,  an 
attention-grabbing stunt involv-
ing fake speed limit signs , and, 
most recently,  at Mayor DeBla-
sio’s inauguration .

The car critics found a recep-
tive ear on New Year’s Day with 
DeBlasio’s roads appointee Polly 
Trottenberg, but they are not com-
placent. The group Right of Way 
has vowed to keep the mayor to his 
promise of reducing traffi c deaths 
to zero by trumpeting every fa-
tality in 2014 over social media. 
As the weeks pass and DeBlasio’s 
campaign rhetoric fades into the 
muddle of everyday governance, 

it will be interesting to see what 
else these transportation gadfl ies 
will do to keep traffi c calming on 
the Sloper-in-chief’s agenda.

#8: The new Council
The last election brought a 

whole new crop of Council mem-
bers to power in Brooklyn.

Laurie Cumbo sparked con-
troversy even before she took of-
fi ce by pointing to low-income 
black people’s resentment of Jew-
ish business success as the likely 
cause of the so-called “knockout 
game” attacks in Crown Heights. 
She later apologized for the state-
ment, but other big issues loom 
large as she takes the seat vacated 
by Letitia James, particularly 
 Cumbo’s vow to be friendlier to 
developers .

Other fi rst-year Council mem-
bers include Antonio Reynoso, 

BY COLIN MIXSON
Brooklyn got a double 

dose of winter over the past 
week, with the season’s fi rst 
major snowstorm followed 
swiftly by a record-break-
ing arctic blast.

The borough’s kids got 
their fi rst snow day of the 
new year last Friday after 
a massive winter storm — 
 dubbed Hercules by our 
pals at the Weather Chan-
nel  — dumped six inches of 
snow on the borough. But 
after a brief warming spell 
over the weekend, a weather 
phenomenon called a polar 
vortex pushed frigid air 
down from the Arctic Circle 
to give us the coldest day in 
118 years.

The snow began falling 
at 6 pm on Thursday, and 
fell unabated until around 
10 am Friday, with the 
windchill plummeting to 
-11-degrees overnight, the 
National Weather Service 
reported. When the furious 
fl urries of the year’s fi rst 
great snowstorm ceased, 
the clouds above Brooklyn 
parted and left a pristine 
sky.

The intrepid Polar Bear 
Club, fresh off its New 
Year’s Day fund-raising 
swim on Coney Island, even 

hit the beach again to cel-
ebrate the snowfall with a 
dip in the Atlantic on Fri-
day morning.

But some Brooklynites 
could not wait for the snow 
to fi nish falling to begin 
battling it back.

John Tiedemann, a Bay 
Ridge construction worker, 
had work early in the morn-
ing, so he shoveled his side-
walk and driveway at 10 pm 
— then went back out at mid-
night and did it again ahead 
of his 4:30 am departure. 

Good thing, because 
home and business own-
ers are required to shovel 
the sidewalks outside their 
buildings and scoffl aws 
could get fi ned from $100 to 
$350, according to the De-
partment of Sanitation.

Anthony Marotto, an-
other Ridgite, braced for 
the storm by taking his 
car off the street and pull-
ing into his driveway at 1 
am to avoid getting his ride 
packed into a snowdrift by a 
passing snow plow. He also 

stocked up on cigarettes.
“You just got to be pre-

pared,” said Marotto. “I 
never let myself get stuck.”

Mayor DeBlasio can-
celed school — giving kids 
a welcome three-day week-
end just a day after the New 
Year’s Day holiday — citing 
not only the snow but the 
frigid temperatures.

Winds persisted at speeds 
above 25 mph last Friday, 
driving the wind chill below 
zero, according to the Na-
tional Weather Service.

But that was nothing com-
pared to the deep freeze the 
polar vortex had in store.

After the weather 
warmed up Sunday and 
Monday, the temperature 
plunged by more than 50 de-
gree in 24 hours as the arc-
tic air arrived. The wind 
chill on Tuesday reached a 
bone-chilling 17 degrees.

The iconic sign on the 
Watchtower building showed 
the borough’s temperature 
plunging to 2 degrees — 
shattering the 1896 record of 
6 degrees like an icicle.

Unfortunately for the 
borough’s kids, the frigid 
temperatures weren’t 
enough to move the new 
mayor to close schools this 
time.

Blizzard, ‘polar vortex’ deliver borough a one-two punch

SNOW DAY!: The snow was still around on Saturday when this tyke 
hit the slopes in Prospect Park.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Going vortical!

TWO SNO-PROACHES: (Above) Lina Oleynikova of Midwood didn’t 
care too much about the low temperatures when she joined the 
Polar Bear club in Coney Island on Jan. 3 for a post-snowstorm dip.
(Below) Other Brrrr-ooklynites bundled up once the “polar vortex” 
hit a few days later. 
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BY RYAN SIT
The city’s new school 

chancellor is Brooklyn to 
the core — and one famous 
native son would give her 
another apple if he could.

Carmen Farina began 
her new gig as head of the 
nation’s largest school sys-
tem last Thursday, but she 
got her start as an elemen-
tary teacher at Cobble Hill’s 
PS 29, where she made a big 
impression on fourth-grader 
Jonathan Lethem.

“Carmen Farina was my 
favorite teacher, but I imag-
ine anyone who’d been in 
one of her classrooms would 
say the same,” said the nov-
elist known as the Bard 
of Boerum Hill until his 
 shocking defection to South-
ern California  in 2010 and 
subsequent  trash-talking of 
the borough that made him  
the following year.

“I’m thrilled at the 
news,” he said of her ap-
pointment.

Lethem listened to Elvis 
for the fi rst time and drank 

his fi rst root beer fl oat dur-
ing his class’s end-of-the-
year retreat at Farina’s 
country home in the Poco-
nos, the news website Capi-
tal New York  reported .

“I still think of that 
group as a magic group of 
kids,” the scribe, now a pro-
fessor at Ponoma College, 
told the website.

Lethem loved Farina 
so much he dedicated his 
fi rst novel “Gun, with Occa-
sional Music” to her.

Farina takes Dennis Wal-
cott’s place having served 
at almost every level of the 
school system, making her 
the most experienced educa-
tion honcho in decades.

Farina taught at PS 29 
for 22 years and Lethem 
was not the only one who 
described her skills there in 
supernatural terms.

“She was magical for the 
children,” said Cobble HIll 
resident Dorothy Siegel, an 
autism specialist at New 
York University who trains 
public school teachers.

Siegel, 67, fi rst met Fa-
rina when her daughter was 
enrolled in Farina’s third 
grade class more than three 
decades ago. The two have 
remained close and even 
drove to Park Slope’s MS 
51 last Tuesday for the an-
nouncement of Farina’s ap-
pointment as chancellor.

Sloper-in-chief Bill De-
Blasio’s kids attended MS 
51 and he and Farina ini-
tially crossed paths in 2001, 
when she was leading the 

neighborhood’s school dis-
trict and he was a member 
of its school board, his fi rst 
elected post. She has been a 
sounding board for the ris-
ing political star ever since.

DeBlasio was elected 
Park Slope’s councilman 
soon thereafter and Farina 
went on to became the su-
perintendent for Region 8 
in Brooklyn, which serves 
scores of schools from Wil-
liamsburg to Sunset Park. 

Siegel remembers Farina 
as an “irresistible teacher” 
who went through the re-
gion leaving her mark.

“Williamsburg, Bush-
wick, Sunset Park, Park 
Slope, Kensington — she 
went to all those schools 
and inspired everybody,” 
Siegel said.

Farina was appointed 
deputy chancellor in 2004, 
but stepped down two years 
later over differences with 
then-chancellor Joel Klein. 
Farina was particularly 
opposed to the increased 
weight given to standard-

ized test scores. Both De-
Blasio and Farina have 
said they are unhappy with 
Bloomberg’s data-driven ap-
proach to school planning 
and the school pro helped 
DeBlasio craft his call for 
universal pre-kindergarten, 
a pillar of his mayoral cam-
paign.

Siegel swears teachers 
and principals citywide are 
tickled pink to have Farina 
in charge for a change.

“People in the system 
are exploding with excite-
ment about her being the 
new chancellor,” she said. 
“I wouldn’t be surprised if 
somebody started dancing.”

New head school offi cial was former Bard’s favorite educator growing up

PUCKER UP: Mayor DeBlasio leans in to smooch Carmen Farina, his 
pick for education chancellor, at MS 51 in Park Slope. 
 Photo by Paul Martinka

BARD TIMES: Jonathan Lethem 
has come a long way since he 
was in fourth grade. So has 
Carmen Farina.

Jonathan Lethem is top teacher’s pet

Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014

Your Career 
In Caring

Begins
Here.

Smal l  C o l l e g e .  B i g  D r eams .

SFC . edu2 3 4 5 A BC D N RF
Easily accessible from all major subway lines

SPRING SEMESTER: Begins Jan. 21st - APPLY TODAY!

NEW!  NURSING PROGR AM
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BY JAIME LUTZ
An iconic restaurant on 

the Dumbo waterfront will 
reopen on Feb. 1, more than 
a year after it got soaked by 
Hurricane Sandy, accord-
ing to staff members.

The latest reopening 
date for the River Cafe 
comes three weeks after 
owner Michael “Buzzy” 
O’Keeffe told the New 
York Times the restaurant 
would reopen just ahead of 
Christmas after failing to 
crack its doors in time for 
the Oct. 29 Sandy anniver-
sary and for Thanksgiving. 
Workers we spoke to would 

not give a reason for the lat-
est delay.

Hurricane Sandy  rav-
aged the Dumbo waterfront 
in 2012 , destroying the fa-
mous restaurant’s piano 
and kitchen and keeping 
some eateries, such as then-
newly-opened Governor, 
 closed for   good .

The refurbished River 
Cafe comes with a new, 
$76,000 Steinway piano in 
the lounge and will fea-
ture new menu items such 
as crisp oysters wrapped 
in smoked salmon with 
caviar, the Times  re-
ported . 

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
The owners of Brooklyn Bowl will open 

two more branches of the rock and roll 
bowling alley this year — one in London 
and the other in Las Vegas.

The London branch will open on Jan. 16 
or 17, co-owner Charley Ryan said.

“We are really excited about both of 
them,” said Ryan. “I have always loved 
London and it is a thrill to do something 
there.”

The English edition of the popular venue 
will be in East London, steps from the O2 
Arena, which is similar in size to the Barclay 
Center. 

Ryan said the proximity makes for hip 
company and that he will likely screen 
live feeds of the shows at his big-time 
neighbor.

The Bowl’s owners started on the Las 
Vegas project fi rst, but fi nished the London 
branch more quickly, he said.

“It took a whole lot less time and money 
to build out,” said Ryan.

The Williamsburg bowling alley and 
music venue opened in July of 2009 and 
has become a mecca for Brooklyn hip-
sters and tourists alike. The venue has 
hosted some high-profile shows, includ-
ing Kanye West and  Guns ‘N’ Roses . 

The Las Vegas branch will open inside 
the Linq, a new entertainment mall near the 
famous Las Vegas Strip. That location will 
be more than twice as big as the Wythe Av-
enue mothership.  

The opening of an outlet of the London-
based record store chain Rough Trade in 
Williamsburg two months ago makes for a 
sort of hipster cultural exchange between 
the two cities.

If your borough-based company wants 

to cash in on some of that cool-Brooklyn 
shine, all it takes is opening up a location 
in another city, according to Ryan.

“If you talk to kids in Tokyo or Amster-
dam, they will tell you they want to come 
to Brooklyn,” he said. 

“It’s not so much branding as us going 
somewhere and saying, ‘We are here.’ ”

Sandy-battered Dumbo eatery is set to reopen Feb. 1

WATER-LOGGED: The iconic 
River cafe pumps out water 
right after Hurricane Sandy. 
 File photo

It’s ‘Bowl’-ing over

River Cafe to fl oat again

Popular alley to open in London and Vegas

BALL BEARINGS: Pretty soon tourists from 
Brooklyn will get a taste of home in London and 
Las Vegas, where Brooklyn Bowl will open out-
posts. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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BY JAIME LUTZ
Mayor DeBlasio’s ap-

pointment of a business-
man who once presided 
over the gutting of Long 
Island College Hospital to 
an advisor position sparked 
outcry among anti-hospital 
closure activists last week, 
then silence.

Fighting the state’s bid 
to close the hospital was a 
signature issue of DeBla-
sio’s campaign, so the an-
nouncement that he would 
hire former Continuum 
Health Partners head Stan 
Brezenoff as an unpaid ad-
visor on labor relations to 
Deputy Mayor Tony Shor-
ris did not sit well with the 
Cobble Hill Association. 
The civic group tweeted its 
outrage immediately after 
the news broke, but then 
clammed up, apparently in 
deference to DeBlasio, who 
as mayor will play a key 
role in deciding the hobbled 
hospital’s fate.

“Stan Brezenoff the 
LICH-killer as special advi-
sor to the deputy mayor?!?! 
Are you kidding me?” the 
association tweeted last 
Tuesday.

Other mini missives 
from the group accused Br-
ezenoff of plundering the 
hospital’s $140-million Oth-
mer Endowment Fund.

The fund has not had a 
public accounting, but Br-
ezenoff’s Continuum ran 
the Cobble Hill medical 
center into the ground in 
the late 2000s, racking up 
$170-million in debt, fi ring 
staffers, selling hospital 
buildings, and trying to 
close key departments. In 
2008, pols including former 
Borough President Marty 
Markowitz  accused the 
company of trying to kill 
the hospital , while then-
Slope councilman DeBla-
sio  said Continuum execs 
should have asked for help 
sooner .

But last Thursday, ac-
tivists’ lips were sealed on 
Brezenoff’s appointment. 
Union reps at the New York 

State Nurses Association 
did not return requests for 
comment. And Roy Sloane, 
president of the Cobble Hill 
Association, would say only 
that he did not want to “in-
fl uence any outcome re-
garding the hospital” and 
that the tweets were writ-
ten by someone else in his 
organization. 

Nor was Brezenoff ea-
ger to highlight his track 
record.

“We have enormous chal-
lenges ahead of us,” said Br-
ezenoff in a written state-
ment that made no mention 
of his time at Continuum. 
“It won’t be easy, but this 
will be a progressive and ef-
fective administration that 
protects taxpayers and re-
spects its workers.”

The State University 
of New York  took over the 
healthcare facility in 2010 , 
but that did little to allevi-
ate its woes. State hospital 
honchos spent 2013 trying 
to again pull the plug on 
the hospital that sits on 
land  valued at as much as 
$500-million  over the ob-
jection of staffers, DeBla-
sio, and other elected offi -
cials.

Brooklyn Supreme Court 
Judge Carolyn Demarest, 
who issued a  bombshell 

court order demanding the 
state relinquish control of 
the hospital to any taker  — 
she fi rst picked Continuum, 
but it declined — has also 
ordered the state to account 
for and pay back the money 
it took from the Othmer 
endowment. The state said 
it burned through most of 
the permanent operating 
fund and would have trou-
ble paying it back because 
it had always planned to 
sell off hospital property to 
make up the difference and 
is now prohibited from do-
ing so.

Brezenoff has been in 
and out of city government 
throughout his career. He 
served under Mayor Ed 
Koch as head of the city’s 
Health and Hospitals Cor-
poration. He later worked 
as director of the Port 
Authority of New York 
and New Jersey and was 
in command during the 
1993 World Trade Center 
bombing, for which the 
agency avoided paying out 
millions to victims after 
nearly 20 years of court 
battles over whether it 
was negligent for ignoring 
warnings that the build-
ings’ underground park-
ing garage was vulnerable 
to a terrorist attack.

Outrage, then silence on Brezenoff pick

TIME CONTINUUM: Stan Br-
ezenoff (left) presided over 
the downsizing of Long Island 
College Hospital (above). He is 
now an advisor to the DeBlasio 
administration. File photos

DeBlasio hires 
‘LICH killer’helps you get back 

on your feet.

 A low-rate  
MCU VISA® Card

APR

6 MONTH INTRODUCTORY RATES

3.9%*

5.9%*
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APR

TO

*Introductory APR for new cardholders is 3.90% for Platinum, 4.90% for 
Gold, and 5.90% for Classic for the first 6 months that your account is 
open. After that, currently 9.15% (Platinum), 10.15% (Gold), and 11.15% 
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Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, 
UNITED, OXFORD, HORIZON, 
HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, 
BLUE CROSS, MAGNACARE, 
AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, 
Restylane, Juvederm, Radiesse, 
Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, Laser 
Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, 
Torn Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, 
No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West 
Park Slope

136 West 17th Street 
NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

238 Prospect Park West 
(Corner of Windsor Place and Prospect Avenue)

(718) 832-5658

We are proud to announce our newly expanded market

OPEN 24 HOURS 7 DAYS A WEEK
Free Delivery ($2500 minimum purchase)

Come see our extensive line of organic products

FOR NETS TICKETS CALL 
(718) NETS-TIX 

OR VISIT BROOKLYNNETS.COM

BROOK LY N  NE T S 
FA N  OF  T HE  W E E K

Get spotted in your Brooklyn Nets gear by our photographers, 

 and we’ll put your picture in the paper!

Jacob Newman, South Slope
“I like the Nets because they are Brooklyn and I live in Brooklyn.”
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76TH PRECINCT
CARROLL GARDENS-COBBLE HILL–RED HOOK

Tea-totaller
An old guy was buying tea and a bagel 

at a grocery store on Hicks Street on Jan. 
3 when a jerk bashed him in the face, po-
lice said.

A goon wearing black jeans and a 
black face-mask hit the 61-year-old in the 
face and slammed a door on his foot at the 
shop between Luquer and Nelson streets 
around 3:30 pm, police reported. The vic-
tim said he did not know his attacker, cops 
said.

Cell thrower
Cops cuffed a guy for hitting a man in 

the foot with a cellphone at an apartment 
complex on Baltic Street on Jan. 6, police 
said.

The 18-year-old attacker threw the 
mobile phone at the man’s left foot at the 
apartment complex between Hoyt and 
Bond streets and was arrested around 
11:23 pm, police said. The suspect refused 
to be handcuffed as he was being arrested, 
said cops, who are charging him with as-
sault.

Skate crime
A meanie broke into a man’s parked 

car on President Street sometime between 
Jan. 4 and Jan. 6 and made off with a pair 
of ice skates and some electronics, cops 
said.

The 42-year-old victim parked his 
green Range Rover between Columbia 
and Hicks streets on Jan. 4 at 5 pm and, 
when he returned on Jan. 6 at 11:30 am, he 

noticed his car window was broken, police 
reported. 

His iPad, iPod mini, and skates 
were nowhere to be found, according to 
cops.

Knife to meet you
Police arrested a guy after pulling 

him over for running a stop sign on Baltic 
Street on Jan. 2 and seeing he was carry-
ing a knife, they said.

Offi cers stopped the 48-year-old man 
in his Ford Explorer near Nevins Street at 
1:40 pm, noticed he had the weapon, and 
cuffed him for weapon possession and fail-
ing to stop.  — Megan Riesz

68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Nailed
A thug with a gun tried to hold up 

a nail salon on 64th Street on Dec. 30 
— then chickened out and scrammed 
empty-handed, police reported.

Store workers told cops the would-
be-stick-up man barged into the parlor 
near 11th Avenue at 3:10 pm with his 

weapon drawn.
“Do you want me to shoot someone?” 

he purportedly demanded.
But before he could get any cash, 

the lowlife turned tail and ran, cops 
said.

Doubled down
A pair of punks mugged a man on 70th 

Street on Jan. 2, according to cops.
The victim said he was walking home 

near Colonial Road at 11:30 pm when one 
perp came up behind him and the other 
approached from the front.

“Give me what you got, run your pock-
ets,” the goon facing him supposedly 
said.

The victim surrendered his phone and 
$20 in cash and the terrible twosome took 
off on foot, police said..

Order’s up
Police picked up two men on New Year’s 

Day who they claim were behind an eight-
day food-runner robbery spree.

The pair attempted to hold up a Chi-
nese-food delivery guy at the corner of 
86th Street and Gelston Avenue on Dec. 
30, cops said. 

The chop suey carrier reported that 
he showed up with food at 8 pm and 
found one of the defendants waiting for 
him. 

The suspect told the courier to go 
into the basement, where he claimed his 
mother had money for the meal, cops said. 
But the delivery man looked down the 
steps and saw a goon standing at the bot-
tom with a gun — so he took off on his bi-
cycle, police reported.

Authorities allege the pair was more 
successful on Jan. 1 — though the crime 
let police fi nally nab them.

The duo stopped another delivery 
man at gunpoint at the corner of 92nd 
Street and Seventh Avenue at 3:51 pm 
and took an unspecified amount of cash, 
cops said. When police canvassed the 
area shortly afterward, they arrested 
the pair.

Authorities have also charged the duo 
with three armed muggings of meal cou-
riers at the corner of 88th Street and Sev-
enth Avenue between Dec. 24 and Dec. 
28.

Smoked out
Two burglars raided a Fifth Avenue 

deli and made off with thousands in to-
bacco products and cash in the early 
hours of Dec. 29, police stated.

Store employees reported locking up 
the shop at the corner of 73rd Street at 2 
am. 

When they came back four and a half 
hours later, they discovered the front door 
bolt broken and $1,800 in cigars and ciga-
rettes — plus $300 in cash — missing, cops 
said. — Will Bredderman

BY NATHAN TEMPEY
If at fi rst you don’t suc-

ceed, police headquarters 
will tell you that you weren’t 
trying right and you should 
try, try again.

A spokesman at One 
Police Plaza told us that 
the restriction on media 
access to crime report in-
formation at local station 
houses, which began in 
early December, is ongoing 
because this paper’s report-
ers failed to make requests 
for weekly meetings with 
the precincts’ command-
ing offi cers directly to him. 

The public information of-
fi cer said that the dozens of 
requests for such meetings 
made at the direction of for-
mer Deputy Commissioner 
of Public Information John 
McCarthy to McCarthy, as 
well as his immediate sub-
ordinate and the command-
ing offi cers and community 
affairs departments of each 
of the 13 precincts we cover 
simply went to the wrong 
places.

“I’m the one that does 
this,” Sgt. Brendan Ryan 
said. “I read every single e-
mail.”

The crime report infor-
mation is the basis of this 
paper’s weekly police blot-
ter and only three precincts 
have continued cooperat-
ing with reporters since 
an order from One Police 
Plaza demanded that all 
press requests be routed 
through the police public 
information offi ce. At the 
blacked-out precincts, sev-
eral commanding offi cers, 
who typically have not had 
a direct hand in providing 
weekly crime information, 
and community affairs 
and crime analysis cops, 

who have, told us that they 
are waiting for word from 
headquarters before letting 
journalists get access to 
the complaint forms again. 
Ryan says that is news to 
him.

“I have not since this 
started had a [commanding 
offi cer] say, ‘No I’m not go-
ing to speak to a reporter,’  ” 
Ryan said.

Ryan suggested that the 
clampdown happened be-
cause some precincts’ prac-
tices jeopardized confi den-
tial information contained 
in police reports, echoing, 

but heavily qualifying, 
claims made by his bosses 
at the beginning of the blot-
ter blackout.

“Apparently, perhaps, 
and I don’t know that this 
is factual, some report-
ers may have been setting 
up relationships with the 
wrong individuals regard-
ing getting information,” 
Ryan said.

“And that can’t hap-
pen. You can’t have some 
reporter and a crime infor-
mation offi cer saying, ‘Let’s 
go meet up at the fi ve-and-
dime to go over some 61s,’ ” 

he said, using the technical 
name for complaint forms.

That runs counter to 
the cause cited by his fel-
low public information 
sergeant, who last week 
said that the blotter black-
out was a response to daily 
newspapers’ jealousy over 
the level of precinct access 
afforded to community me-
dia outlets.

Each of our reporters e-
mailed Sgt. Ryan with re-
quests for weekly meetings 
and, by press time, he said 
that he had okayed meet-
ings for two precincts.

Spokescop says blackout is all big misunderstanding

 Courier Life Classifieds call (718) 260—2555
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Scheduled Bus Trips All Year Round
Over 250 tours to choose from

Cape May, Philadelphia & Newport
Penn Dutch Amish Tour, Longwood Gardens
Charleston & Savannah, Washington, DC
The Ice Hotel & Quebec Winter Carnival
Florida, Smoky Mountain, New Orleans
Casinos, Theatres, Shopping & Much More

NEED A GETAWAY?

L & M Tours
6812 3rd Ave Brooklyn, NY 11220

718-238-2284
www.lmtours.net
info@lmtours.net

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220

www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net
888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

� � � � �� �� �
Air & Land PackagesMotorcoach Tours & Charters

Airline Tickets Domestic & International Cruises

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE

TOUR GUIDES & OFFICE CLERK WANTED

L & M Tours 
New Year’s Dinner Party 

Jan 11, 2014, $69
10-course dinner, live entertainment,
gifts, prizes, raffl es & $65 in coupons
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BY MEGAN RIESZ
Cops brutally broke up 

a Fourth of July barbecue 
in Crown Heights last sum-
mer, busting into a house, 
spraying a crowd with 
Mace, and arresting four, 
according to revelers and 
neighbors who are now de-
manding justice.

The annual barbecue at 
the house on Eastern Park-
way between Utica and 
Rochester avenues went 
sour just after midnight 
when cops swarmed the 
yard and then the house, 
cursing and yelling racial 
epithets, according to wit-
nesses.

“The cops were yelling 
‘get those monkeys’ and 
‘get those m------------,’ ” said 
Gordon Wilson, who was 
arrested at the 71st pre-
cinct when he says he went 
to fi le a complaint. Wil-
son claimed that the collar 
came in late July but police 
records put it the night of 

the party, a half-hour after 
cops cuffed three others. 
One arrested reveler made 
a stop at the hospital before 
jail, according to police, so 
that he could get treated for 
a fractured rib, his friends 
said.

The outdoor party is an 
annual tradition of the Git-
tens family, which lives in 
the three-story townhouse. 
The driveway barbecue 
started in the late after-
noon and was bumping at 
midnight when a patrol car 
pulled up outside the gate, 
according to witnesses. 
Three cops made a beeline 
for the party, prompting 
attendees to pull the gate 
shut, Keenen Gittens among 
them.

Police demanded that 
they open up, according to 
Gittens, who says he asked, 
“What for?” The offi cers, by 
then joined by 10 or 15 more 
cops, responded by shooting 
Mace through the bars and 

muscling the passageway 
open, neighbors said.

“They started hitting 
me over and over,” said Git-
tens, adding that cops then 
cuffed him. “I do not know 
what happened after that.”

“It was chaos — hell on 
earth,” said Nicholas Cum-
mins, who lives in an apart-
ment on the third fl oor of 
the house. “It was just a war 
zone fi lling up with spray. 
Everyone was coughing 
and crying and screaming, 
and police were scattering 
everywhere.”

The resulting melee saw 
one cop get hit in the face 
and, when offi cers arrested 
three men, angry onlookers 
pelted police with bottles 
and furniture, according 
to the NYPD. But Cummins 
disputes the police version 
of events, saying no one 
threw anything.

Videos of the incident 
show offi cers waving bright 
fl ashlights as they storm 

the gate and the front door, 
one yelling, “Get out of the 
f------ way!”

A piece of footage shot 
from an upper fl oor of a 
neighboring building shows 
a man in a basketball jersey 
who is lying on the ground 
shoved to his feet by offi cers 
in blue shirts. In the same 
motion as he stands, the 
man appears to strike an of-
fi cer, whose white shirt in-
dicates a rank of lieutenant 
or above, in the head. In the 
moments that follow, some 
six cops pile onto the man, 
pummeling him with fi sts 
and feet.

A man was arrested at 
the scene and charged with 
assaulting an offi cer, ac-
cording to a police spokes-
woman, but no record of 
the case appears in online 
court records.

In the aftermath, an-
other video shows one 
woman in the largely Afri-

Crown Heights residents say racist cops brutalized revelers for no apparent reason

BBQ stormed on the Fourth of July

INDEPENDENCE DAZE: From left, Alex Bourne, Emma Francis-Sny-
der, Keenen Gittens, Nicholas Cummings, Andrew Gittens, and Gor-
don Wilson say police fl ooded into this gate and beat party-goers. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham Continued on page 19
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You may be thinking “What IS 
going to happen to me if I can’t find 
a solution to my back pain or leg 
pain?” The answer to your question 
starts out hopeful. I’ll just go to my 
doctor and he will take care of me. 
He will know what to do. But then 
something very odd happens to 
you. You discover your primary care 
physician is not really well equipped 
to handle that job. He or she is very 
busy treating infections, diabetes, 
heart conditions and the like, which 
they are very well equipped to 
handle. This is very apparent with 
your resulting drug prescription for 
Soma muscle relaxers and Norco, 
Neurontin or any other of the various 
prescribed pain medications. You then 
take the drugs soon to feel strangely 
like you’re not altogether “there” or 
you immediately are sick, feel nausea 
and vomit the drugs as fast as you 
swallowed them. When you get sick 
of that (pardon the pun! I couldn’t 
resist), you go back to your doctor 
looking for another more appealing 
treatment. This time it’s physical 
therapy. The thing you already can’t 
do!! You already can’t bend over, twist, 
lift things, and now they want you to 
do more of it with a bunch of other 
back pain sufferers! Gimme a break. 
Now, you’ve really had it. You try the 
chiropractor and either you feel better 
for a little while only to have the pain 
return, or worse nothing happens at 
all. Or even worse than that, after 
your treatment you have MORE 
pain (not because chiropractic does 
not work..your condition is just too 
deteriorated or severe). Then you try 
acupuncture because you read in a 
magazine it could help pain. You then 
realize sticking a bunch of needles in 
you will not magically remove the 
bulging disc that is smashing your 
nerve and causing you pain.
You try massage as you read on the 
internet massage may help alleviate 
back pain...only to be disappointed. 
You’re now beginning to feel 
desperate. Back to your primary 
care doctor to tell him about your 
adventures hoping he will have a 
different answer this time. He does. 

“We can inject pain drugs through 
a big needle into your spine.” You 
cringe in fear and reluctantly agree 
at this point. “NOW I will be fixed.” 
Or at least that’s what you’ve been led 
to believe. You have either no pain 
relief, some pain relief, a whole lot of 
pain relief or it makes you have more 
pain. The second pain shot (oh, yes 
there will be a second and a third) 
is usually less effective or not at all 
and requires another one. You come 
to the realization that pain shots will 
not fix the disc bulge or herniation 
still smashing your delicate nerves 
causing you pain. Finally, your doctor 
recommends you see a “Specialist” 
(Back Surgeon) and he can do risky 
surgery. If you’ve read the latest article 
in the Journal Of American Medical 
Association*, you will see surgery 
patients and non surgery patients 
turned out the same ! Why even do 
the surgery ? Risk of paralysis, death, 
infections, more pain. No thanks. 
So. Back to the question. What are 
YOU going to do if you are stuck 
between serious back pain or leg 
pain or surgery? Great News! A new 
extremely effective non surgical 
new back pain treatment is now 
available in Brooklyn. If you are 
suffering from back pain or leg pain, 

having pain at the belt line, fire down 
your legs, numb legs, feet or toes or 
feel like a knife is stuck in your back 
you owe to yourself to check out this 
new procedure.

Finally, Some Good News! If 
you’ve been suffering with back pain 
or arm/leg pain caused by a disc 
bulge, disc herniation or squashed 
or compressed discs.

My name is Dr. Melinda Keller and 
I’ve successfully treated hundreds of 
patients with spinal decompression 
so there’s no reason your back 
problem should be any different.

In fact, I’m so confident we can help 
you, I’m willing to back it up...but 
not with empty promises.

I GUARANTEE you will only be 
accepted into our program IF YOU 
QUALIFY for the treatment AFTER 
having THE MOST THOROUGH  
AND COMPREHENSIVE 
ASSESSMENT YOU HAVE EVER 
HAD or I will buy you lunch! (I 
haven’t bought one yet!)

Yes! I am very confident, but I can’t 
help EVERYBODY. You see, there’s 

a very small percentage of folks we 
can’t help. Here’s what a couple 
applicants said after I told them 
both I couldn’t help them:

“I was treated very well by the staff. 
The doctors actually listened to me and 
I thought they would rush me out of the 
office but didn’t, despite the fact I wasn’t 
a candidate. The exam I had was very 
thorough, more so than any doctor I 
have seen yet. The doctor explained 
things to me that no one else ever has.”
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

“Meeting with the doctor, we discussed 
and viewed if I was truly a candidate for 
the treatment. The doctor let me know 
I was not a candidate but did leave the 
door open for me to seek her services 
in the future if I thought I needed her 
services.
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

And that’s why I’m offering a limited 
time…

The FREE 17 Point 
“Damaged-Disc” 

Qualifying Assessment

That’s right, no charge and no 
obligation to buy or do anything. 
But you will find out if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new 
disc treatment. You won’t be left 
wondering if decompression could 
have eliminated your pain.

At your FREE Assessment we’ll 
check out your: ligaments, muscle 
activity, hips, pain levels, reflex 
response, discs, tendons, spine, 
pelvis, x-rays or mri, range of 
motion, nerve function

Expires December 30, 2009

Just read what a few of our 
patients that have been through 
the procedure had to say:
“I suffered with lower back pain and 
leg pain for 2 years. I tried physical 
therapy, acupuncture, spinal injections 

but none of it worked. After receiving 
spinal decompression treatment, my 
pain has been totally eliminated and 
I can now walk much better.” 
Lincoln Leung
Brooklyn, NY

I felt like a truck ran over me. I was in 
such pain it was unbelievable. I gotta tell 
you, so far I’ve had 7 or 8 treatments, 
and I feel 100% better. I live aways 
away but worth every mile to come 
here.” 
Fabienne Alexander - Retired
Brooklyn, NY

I saw several different doctors, medical 
doctors, chiropractors and other 
various treatments with no results. I 
had a couple bad discs. I immediately 
started feeling much, much better and 
the back pain decreased. At the end of 
my treatments my pain is almost non-
existent.” 
Burt Mclvain
Brooklyn, NY

“After reading the full page article in 
the paper, I was skeptical of the positive 
results of a treatment for degenerative 
disc that might show pain relief My wife 
and I decided to make an appointment 
for the no charge (nothing to lose) 
17 point evaluation. Guess What! 
Following only my third treatment, I 
was virtually pain free. I cannot thank 
the doctor and her staff enough as I am 
pain free! 
Bud Hillis
Brooklyn, NY

Call 
718-234-6206 

Today! 
Dr. Melinda Keller

5911 16th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11204

Visit: 
brooklynspinecenter.com

*JAMA 2008: 296(20):2441-2450
This offer does not apply to federal 
beneficiaries or CAN members

How To Avoid Risky Back Surgery With  
A Breakthrough Non Surgical 

Treatment And Get Out Of Pain Fast
Here’s how the newest breakthrough non-surgical back pain 

and sciatica treatment may end your pain and solve 
your herniated, bulging or degenerated disc pain problems…

ADVERTISEMENT

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller 
Brooklyn, NY 11204
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
A term-limited Williams-

burg councilwoman is staying 
in politics, making the seam-
less transition into the position 
of deputy to brand-new Borough 
President Adams.

Adams announced his choice 
of 34th District three-termer Di-
ana Reyna last Tuesday, saying 
that her commitment to social 
justice issues made her an obvi-
ous choice.

“Diana Reyna has spent 
her entire career focused in 
the issues that matter the 
most to everyday New York-
ers,” Adams said, pointing to 
her record on affordable hous-
ing, public schools, and small 
businesses.

Reyna recently fought to se-
cure 293 units of below-market-
rate housing for Bushwick’s 
 Rheingold Brewery develop-
ment  and successfully restored 
funding to programs at  the em-
battled Swinging Sixties Center  
in Williamsburg after the city 
pulled the plug. The career pol 

people in a room and organize 
around a common goal,” said 
Thies.

Reyna will replace now-for-
mer Beep Marty Markowitz’s 
low-profi le right-hand woman 
Sandra Chapman. 

In Williamsburg, Reyna’s 
former top aide Antonio Rey-
noso beat out disgraced former 
Assemblyman Vito Lopez for 
her seat.

to make community board and 
city agency appointments, and 
a dwindling pool of discretion-
ary funds, so Reyna will spend 
most of her time setting up 
events to connect Brooklynites 
with services they need, said 
Adams’ transition spokesman 
Evan Thies.

“The borough president and 
deputy president do not need 
massive resources to put these 

said she will bring that same 
progressive pluck to her new 
position at Adams’s side.

“I look forward to helping 
Team Adams achieve its goal 
of One Brooklyn, a borough 
that leaves no one behind and 
works together toward common 
goals,” she said.

The Borough President’s of-
fi ce does not have much power 
beyond a podium, the ability 

The Williamsburg councilwoman will be Deputy Borough President under Eric Adams

HOUSEHOLD NAME: As councilwoman, Diana 
Reyna cared about affordable housing so much 
that she railed against the rezoning of Broadway 
Triangle, which is just outside of her district. 

Reyna moves her reign Downtown

thought he already moved to 
Gracie Mansion — why does it 
take so long?”

The Sloper-in-chief an-
nounced on Dec. 12 that he 
and his family would make the 
move from their three-story 
pad to the city-owned man-
sion in Manhattan, but has not 
yet declared a date for the big 

schlep, leaving neighbors to 
deal with frequent closures of 
the 11th Street block between 
Sixth and Seventh Avenues, a 
constant media presence, and, 
since Thursday, the loss of two 
parking spaces to the new hut.

 The parking space erasure 
worsens an already-nightmar-
ish situation for car owners, 
Leong said.

The police booth is equipped 
with picture windows on all 
four sides and comes with a 24-

hour sentinel. Security cam-
eras also went up outside the 
DeBlasio abode last week, ac-
cording to another longtime 
neighbor who is less bothered 
by all the hubbub.

“In a way, it is a good 
thing,” said Alan Emdin, who 
lives four doors down.

Police headquarters did not 
return repeated calls for com-
ment on such burning ques-
tions as where the guard goes 
to the bathroom.

Continued from cover

Guardhouse
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Balady Foods has been 
serving the needs of the Bay 
Ridge community since April 
of 2003.

The 2,000-square foot 
Middle Eastern market is a 
family-owned Halal store, so 
all food comes from suppliers 
that practice Halal methods. 
No pork is carried, and there 
are no liquor byproducts in 
the food, says Essa Masoud, 
who co-owns the store with 
his three brothers: Mosa, 
Moe, and Ibraheam.

The shop’s main attrac-
tion is the wide variety of im-
ported items from the Middle 
East, Africa, the Mediterra-
nean, and Far East Asia.

Perhaps one of the more 
popular items the store car-
ries is couscous, a tradi-
tional North African dish of 
semolina, says Masoud. It is 
a staple in countries such as 
Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, 
Mauritania, and Libya. It is 
also served in Italy, and is be-
coming more common in the 
United States, as it contains 

protein levels that are higher 
than those found in other 
grains. As a result, many be-
lieve it to be a healthier way 
of eating.  

In Morocco, people enjoy 
couscous and their prized 
spice “Ras el Hanout”. Both 
items are sold in the store. 
Ras el Hanout is an Arabic 
phrase that means, “top of 
the shop.” As the name im-
plies, it is considered to be 
a premium spice. This, too, 
is making its way into the 
American diet. 

“It’s frequently mentioned 
on the Food Network,” says 
Masoud. Each manufacturer 
may create its own special 
blend, and in addition to be-
ing used in couscous dishes, 
it is used to season meat.

Balady Foods imports 
spices from all over the world, 
says Masoud — products such 
as caraway, sesame seed, and 
all-spice. The store imports 
olives from Greece, Italy, and 
the Mediterranean. 

The shop takes pride in 
selling healthy items that in-
clude grains, semolina, oat 

bran, whole wheat, and beans, 
says Masoud. Raw nuts and 
seeds such as almonds, pe-
cans, chickpeas, and honey-
roasted cashews may be pur-
chased by the quarter pound, 
or half pound, as needed, so 
you can always buy fresh, he 
says.

Pickles, both jarred and 
bulk, are imported from 
Egypt. Interestingly, people 
in ancient Egypt ate pickles 
because they thought it en-
hanced beauty. It is believed 
that Cleopatra consumed a 
steady diet of pickles, and 
that she attributed her good 
looks to this eating habit. 

Bread is baked daily, and 
the shop is noted for its soft 
pita bread. There is a full line 
of dairy products. Cheeses 
are imported from countries 
that include Syria, while oth-
ers are domestic. Dried fruits 
such as cranberries, mango, 
pineapple, and ginger are of-
fered. Imported desserts and 
sweets are carried. 

Fresh meat, hand-slaugh-
tered according to Halal 
practices — goat, beef, lamb, 

chicken — is for sale.
There are traditional 

American products as well. 
For example, Masoud says 
the shop always sells four-
pound bags of Domino Sugar, 
two-for-$5. Mazola oil is al-
ways $9.99 for a gallon; and 
one can get a 25-pound bag of 
rice for $11, he says. 

“We have good buys all the 
time.”

Weekly specials are on 
display at the store, and can 
be found in local newspapers 
that are distributed all over 
Brooklyn, Queens, Manhat-
tan, and Staten Island, says 
Masoud; and they can also be 
found on the shop’s Facebook 
page.

Customers may notice 
how well-stocked and clean 
the store is. There’s proper 
lighting; and just as impor-
tant, there’s a welcoming feel 
from the friendly staff. It’s 
all been very well thought-
out, as prior to owning this 
particular shop, the Masoud 
family worked for a large 
supermarket chain. It was 
there that they learned what 

worked and what didn’t. 
Masoud, studying his 

craft, noted that far too many 
ethnic stores seemed unpro-
fessional and were not al-
ways pristine, he says. The 
atmosphere was unwelcom-
ing, and some people may 
have felt intimidated about 
shopping there. 

“I wanted to create a mom-
and-pop store that made the 
shopping experience com-
fortable for all,” he says. “I 
wanted to specialize, but I 
wanted the transition to com-
bine efficiency and old-world 
style.” 

He is confident that this 
goal has been achieved, and 
he is satisfied that the shop is 
neat and organized, allowing 
customers to find what they 
need. .

Balady Foods [7128 Fifth 
Ave. between 72nd Street and 
Ovington Avenue in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 567–2252, www.Balady-
Foods.com]. Open daily, 9 am–
10 pm.

B U S I N E S S  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  -  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Balady Foods providing Halal food since 2003
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YOU MAY 
QUALIFY FOR AN 
INVESTIGATIONAL 
FLU STUDY  
NEAR YOU.

ARE YOU EXPERIENCING:
Fever?
Cough, Sore Throat or Nasal Obstruction?
Fatigue, Headache, Muscle Pain?

www.InfluenceStudy.com
Participants will be compensated for time and travel.

A GLOBAL
FLU STUDY

CALL

646-361-4059

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
Community newspapers.

-Weekly Bannered directory
-Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

M E DICAL  RE SEARCH  GUIDE
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BY MEGAN RIESZ
Downtown fried chicken 

fans are getting a taste of 
how Manhattan does the 
down-home staple.

The upscale greasy meat 
joint Hill Country opened a 
location in a formerly de-
crepit city building near 
Borough Hall on Dec. 27. 
Company bigwigs saw a 
need for fancier fi nger-lick-
ing fare in the increasingly 
residential neighborhood, 
an executive said.

“Downtown is under-
served for food,” said Bill 
Lukashok, the Central 
Texas-style eatery’s head 
of real estate and fi nance. 
“I think a new perspective 
on fried chicken, quality of 
food, and preparation is al-
ways welcome.”

The massive restaurant 
at 345 Adams St. near Ful-
ton Street is Hill Country’s 
third location — there is 
also one in Washington, 
DC — and boasts a menu 
that includes macaroni 
and cheese, beef brisket, 
and wings by the pound. 
Only the front seating area 
is open at the moment, but 
the ambitious eatery is 
suppose to include a per-
formance space that will 

host folk hoedowns fi ve 
nights a week. A separate 
Hill Country Market will 
open inside with a bar and 
a butcher counter. 

The new outpost has a 
Panera Bread, a Potbelly, 
and  Brooklyn’s fi rst Shake 
Shack  for neighbors — not 
to mention a KFC, a Pop-
eye’s, and a Crown Chicken 
and Pizza within a few 
blocks — but Lukashok in-
sists the competition is all 
gravy.

“In the restaurant busi-
ness, we looks at our com-

petition as entrepreneurs 
— even if we are going for 
the same customers as 
Shake Shack,” Lukashok 
said.

Hill Country fans who 
know the restaurant from 
across the East River were 
thrilled to see it land here.

“I like the fact that it is 
very Southern in its orien-
tation,” said Manhattanite 
Neel Chemburkar, who has 
frequented the location in 
the not-long island. “As op-
posed to [KFC], which is 
more generic.”

Fancy fried chicken joint opens Downtown

FINGER-LICKIN’: Fried chicken, mac’ and cheese, and coleslaw are 
on offer at Downtown’s new ritzy barbecue. 
 Community Newspaper Group / Megan Riesz

Borough hillbillies

DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT:
  Liver, pancreatic and gallbladder problems
  Gastritis, stomach ulcers, heartburn
  Hemorrhoids, colitis, constipation, anal fissure
  Small Intestine Bacteria

ALL PROCEDURES ARE DONE IN AN ENDOSCOPIC CENTER 
WITH MODERN EQUIPMENT (ENDOSCOPY, COLONOSCOPY)

Procedure available on weekend 
Provide Transportation 

Take all of insurance including Medicaid/Medicare

GASTROENTEROLOGIST
HEPATOLOGIST

EXAMINATIONS & TESTS:
  Upper Endoscopy
  Colonoscopy With Polyp Removal
  Capsule Endoscopy
  Lactose Intolerance Test

The doctor is affiliated with top clinics and hospitals: 
Beth Israel Medical Center, New York Community 
Hospital, Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center

DIAGNOSIS AND NEW TREATMENT METHODS OF

HEPATITIS B & C
HEMORRHOIDS

1517 Voorhies Avenue, 1st Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11235

718.332.0600
372 Utica Avenue, 1st Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11213

347.627.9107

Doctor
Igor
Grosman,
DO, FASG
Board Certified
in Gastroenterology
and Internal
Medicine Residency 
& Fellowship
in North Shore 
Long Island Jewish
University Hospital

CHANDER PAHAR PG 6:10p, 9p
HER R 11a, 1:35p, 4:10p, 6:45p, 9:25p

LONE SURVIVOR R 11a, 12p, 1:30p, 2:45p, 4:10p, 
5:30p, 6:45p, 8:30p, 9:30p

THE LEGEND OF HERCULES PG13 1p, 3:45p, 6:30p, 9:15p

AMERICAN HUSTLE  ANCHORMAN 2: THE LEGEND CONTINUES
FROZEN  PARANORMAL ACTIVITY 5  THE WOLF OF WALL STREET

For showtimes: www.paviliontheater.com or 718-369-0838

The Pavilion Theater

FREE POPCORN!
WITH THIS AD

The source for news in your 
neighborhood:
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BY MEGAN RIESZ
A former Park Slope 

lawyer convicted of helping 
a jailed terrorist commu-
nicate with his followers is 
home after a judge ordered 
her release from a Texas 
prison where she has been 
dying of cancer.

The federal-prison-bu-
reau-requested release of 
Lynne Stewart, 74, ends 
four years of imprisonment, 
much of which Stewart 
spent suffering from breast 
cancer. She was known for 
representing poor, politi-
cally active, and sometimes 
deeply unpopular clients as 
a defense attorney before 
her 2007 disbarment and 
subsequent jailing for com-
municating on behalf of 
blind cleric Sheik Omar Ab-
del-Rahman, convicted of 
plotting to blow up the New 
York landmarks including 
the United Nations and the 
Lincoln and Holland tun-
nels. Her family cheered 
the decision to allow her to 
return home, but lamented 
the circumstances. 

“We were pretty sur-
prised — it is very bitter-
sweet,” said Stewart’s son 
and lawyer Geoffrey Stew-
art. “Freedom is the most 
important thing, and we 
still feel like she should have 
never been put through this 
in the fi rst place.”

Stewart arrived home 
on Jan. 1 and was greeted 
at LaGuardia Airport by a 

throng of supporters.
The release ruling cut 

short a 10-year sentence 
and followed a global out-
pouring of support for the 
fi rebrand advocate and an 
order from the Bureau of 
Prisons recommending her 
freeing.

Backers argued that 
her conviction threatened 
the constitutional right to 
counsel, but multiple courts 
disagreed, fi nding that her 
transmission of messages 
from Rahman, nicknamed 

“the blind sheik,” to his sup-
porters in Egypt’s “Islamic 
Group” was conspiracy to 
provide material support to 
terrorism.

Judges overturned 
and quadrupled an ini-
tial 28-month sentence fol-
lowing a press conference 
where Stewart said she 
could do that time “stand-
ing on [her] head.” 

U.S. District Judge John 
Koeltl granted the compas-
sionate release appeal af-
ter denying the same bid in 
April because the federal 
Bureau of Prisons had not 
approved it. The prison bu-
reau and the justice depart-
ment recommended Stew-
art be freed on New Year’s 
Eve morning and the Koeltl 
signed off on Stewart’s 
release in the afternoon. 
In his decision, the judge 
pointed out that Stewart is 
near death and unlikely to 
commit further crimes.

The freed advocate will 
live in her son’s Flatbush 
home because a grand-
daughter lives in the Park 
Slope pad the agitator owns, 
a supporter said. She will be 
excited to check out Prospect 
Park’s new ice-skating rinks 
and to listen to jazz with her 
husband, her son said.

“I know she has a lot of 
people that she wants to 
thank, have private meetings 
with, and catch up with,” he 
said. “She will be amazed at 
all the changes in Brooklyn.”

Dying lawyer is freed from prison

UNREPENTANT: Slope lawyer 
Lynne Stewart has maintained 
that the justice system pun-
ished her for doing her job. 
  Associated Press

She’s dis-barred

THE 

SPOT 

Come
with Family  Thursdays are FUN!  

Concert & Balloon Twisting 4-6p, $15/family suggstd 

Beer - Wine - Liquor - Food 
at The Moxie Spot Restaurant

Let Your Freak Flag Fly!
Live Music Every Saturday Night! 9:30PM – 2AM

OPEN MIC SATURDAY NIGHT
MUSIC | SPOKEN WORD | COMEDY | POETRY

www.facebook.com/shindigbrooklyn

Mon Wed 10am 3:00pm,  
Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
www.themoxiespot.com 

Family Disco Movie Night, Bingo Night! 

NIGHT 

Wii Night 

Singalongs DAY Storytimes Dance Around 

“Best Restaurant Play Room”- TimeOut 
NY Kids! 

2 blocks from B. Bridge Park Pier 6 Playgrnd 
2 floors Restaurant and Play Space 
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  

( )
Mon-Wed 10am—3:00pm,  
Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
www.themoxiespot.com 

Singalongs $5/child, Otherwise 2nd Floor Play Fee $2.50/child 
$2.50 play fee waived with each $15 food purchase 

T 

with Family & Friends Come Together  

AnimalLeague.org
1.877.4.SAVE.PET

ADOPT A PET
BROOKLYN BRIDGE ANIMAL WELFARE COALITION, SEAN CASEY ANIMAL 

RESCUE & NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

Like us on

81 7th Avenue • Brooklyn, NY 
SAT JAN 11 • 12PM - 5PM

211 Montague Street • Brooklyn, NY
FRI JAN 10 • 1PM - 6PM

1112 Cortelyou Rd • Brooklyn, NY • SUN JAN 12 • 11AM - 4PM

81 7th A B kl NY81 7t7th AA B kkll NNY
Unleashed by Petco

TD Bank

1112 C l Rd1112 C l Rd
Qathra Cafe

-B.B.A.W.C

-B.B.A.W.C

-S.C.A.R

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387
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For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer, smartphone, 
or iPad, visit BrooklynDaily.com.

Includes: Complete History, Consultation, 
Thermal Image Study & X-Rays (if necessary)

Dr. Vincent Adamo
718-921-5483

446 Bay Ridge Pkwy., Brooklyn, NY 11209
www.liveholistic.net

LARGE SELECTION 
OF HOMEOPATHIC & 
NATURAL VITAMINS
Chiropractic Care 
for kids too!

Turn your power on at Live Holistic



J
AN. 10-16, 2014, C

OURIER L
IFE

17

DT

UNIFIEDSYSTEMS, INC.
WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

SAVE THIS AD SAVE THIS ADSale Prices Valid January 1st through January 31st

We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

$500
TAX BREAK

IS
BACK

ROOFING SIDING

MASONRY

Starting at 

29952995
Starting at 

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

Whole HouseWhole House

3995

2129

3995

2129
LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!

STEEL & FIBERGLASS
DOORS

FULLY INSTALLED

Includes:

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

$899 $899 $949 $949

INCLUDES CAPPING, CAULKING,
STOP MOULDING AND DEBRIS REMOVAL

FULL LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Energy Star WindowsSUPER
SAVER

Uniweld Double Hung
FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

TL

REG. ON SALE

STEEL SECURITY DOOR
•3 Standard Sizes
•Real Steel Construction
•Dead Bolt and Door Knob
•Black Powder Coat Finish
•Glass and Screen
FULLY INSTALLED

$69900$81500

REG.

REG.

ON SALE
$29900

$59900

$149900

ON SALE

ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE

$18900
REG.

$39900

  A1-SEN
Custom sizes and 10 colors available NO TAX

COUPON

• 8 Coat Paint Finish
• Adjustable Saddle
• 20 Gauge/10 Gauge
      Reinforced Steel Frame
• Magnetic Seal
• Double Insulated Glass
• Door knob/Dead Bolt

BRASS
LEADED
GLASS

FULLY INSTALLED

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

•Low E Argon Gas
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Moulding

COUPON

All Showrooms Open 7 Days!FREE in Home
Estimates

NO
SALES
TAX! www.uwds.com (888) 631-2131

BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.
Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-25660-H13 

• Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 

BOW WINDOWS
CUSTOM MADE

ON SALE
$189900

REG.
$289900

GARAGE DOOR

8' x 7'

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

REG.
ON SALE

$59900

$89900

COUPON

• 2 Inch Thick Steel Door
• New Tracks and Hardware

42” x 36”

6' x 4'

AWNINGS & CARPORTS
DOOR HOODS SAVE $150

REG. ON SALE
$39900$49900

REG. ON SALE
$58900$63900

COUPON

(718) 362-5222•(914) 358-9650•(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510

HUNTINGTON PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

BROOKLYN•QUEENS
130-11 Atlantic Ave.

Richmond Hill, NY  11418
299 Peninsula Blvd.

Hempstead, NY 11550

FULLY INSTALLED UP TO 96” x 45”

0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
purchase

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
purchase

or

WINDOW
FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS • FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES AND ENERGY LOSS INSPECTIONS

REG. ON SALE
$18900

BASEMENT WINDOWS
CUSTOM MADE UP TO 32” x 18”

FULLY WELDED FULLY INSTALLED

BASEMENT
SLIDERS

$39900

COUPON

No Min. Req. NO TAX
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Cosmetic Dentistry
Zoom

the former top aide to Diana Reyna 
who beat out disgraced former Assem-
blyman Vito Lopez for her seat,  Car-
los Menchaca , who ousted incumbent 
Sara Gonzalez, Coney Island’s  Mark 
Treyger, and Midwood’s upset winner 
Chaim Deutsch .

#9: Bill Bratton on 
transparency

Police at neighborhood station 
houses  stopped   letting   reporters ac-
cess crime report information  for our 
weekly police blotter in early Decem-
ber, citing orders from headquarters. 
Since then, we have only gotten access 
to three of the 13 precincts we cover 
due to what we are calling the blotter 
blackout. When the crime news em-
bargo began,  the New York Civil Lib-
erties Union insisted that the clamp-
down was a parting move by former 
Commissioner Ray Kelly , whose rela-
tionship with the press had long been 
combative, and would quickly be rec-
tifi ed by new top cop Bill Bratton. 

So when will it?

#10: Bossert Hotel 
It has been a long time coming, but 

the Bossert Hotel, once considered the 
Waldorf-Astoria of Brooklyn and host 
to the Brooklyn Dodgers’ 1955 World 
Series championship party, is  slated to 
become an up-scale guesthouse again . 
The revamp comes after decades of 
the building serving as  an apartment 
complex and providing housing to Je-
hova’s Witnesses . Rooms in the posh 
302-room hotel are supposed to rent 
for $250 per night and could transform 
the sleepy neighborhood into a global 
destination. 

#11: Jason Kidd
The Nets’ former elder statesman 

 switched into the role of rookie coach 
ahead of this season  and so far  it has 
not been pretty to watch .

He could turn it around. Center 
Brook Lopez’s year-end foot injury 
 makes that seem increasingly un-
likely , but he could turn it around. We 
all love a comeback Kidd.

#12: New York Methodist 
Hospital

Park Slope’s hospital is expanding 
while nearby Long Island College Hos-
pital and Interfaith Medical Center 
face shuttering after many lean years. 
Methodist’s apparent fi nancial health 
is a good thing if you are a Methodist 

executive or a would-be patient, but 
tell that to neighbors who are against 
 a proposed outpatient center that 
would take the place of 16 townhouses 
on three tree-lined blocks .  The expan-
sion will go up no matter what  —  the 
hospital can build a taller, thinner 
version without special permission if 
the city balks at its current plan .

But will the hospital continue to 
expand as the healthcare industry 
moves away from the hospital model, 
 as one insider told us it is doing , and 
other one-stop medical centers limp 
along on life support? 

#13: Dying dolphins
Brooklyn was a dolphin graveyard 

in 2013, serving as  the fi nal resting 
place of   four   wayward   cetaceans  dur-
ing the course of the year. Experts 
said a measles-like virus was respon-
sible for the stranding deaths of 333 
dolphins on the East Coast between 
July 1 and Aug. 27, including 96 on the 
shores of New York and New Jersey. 

But the coroner is still out on what 
killed the latest Kings County casual-
ties, which is why we will be watching 
the borough’s ample shoreline for any 
sign of marine mammal maladies in 
the coming year.

#14: Atlantic Yards
A deal is in place to sell a seven-

tenths stake in the stagnated mega-de-
velopment to a Chinese-government-
owned fi rm, but it is unclear what 
that means for its future. Forest City 
Ratner maintains that it will keep 
control, but a group of politicians, in-
cluding new Public Advocate Letitia 
James, are  demanding the state put 
the brakes on the sale and look for a 
buyer that will create affordable hous-
ing fi rst . Also, there is no time-line in 
place for starting work on any of the 15 
un-built towers which, under an early 
Forest City pledge, were supposed to 
be fi nished by 2016.

Who did we miss? Let us know in an 
e-mail at editorial@cnglocal.com.

Continued from page 3 

14 to watch
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A Good Plumber Inc.
Phone: 718-648-6838 718-646-4659

NYC Licensed Master Plumber #1948

When You Need A Good Plumber…Call Us!

718-648-6838

A Good Plumber Inc., with over 20 years of experience 
in the plumbing and heating industry has built our reputation 

on recommendations.    
     That reputation has grown due to our reliable, honest 

and affordable service. Honesty means never recommending 
work that is unnecessary and giving you an accurate price 

before we do the work…no hidden fees.
At A Good Plumber Inc., we believe customer service 

is about exceeding 
the customer’s expectations before, during, 

and after the job!

Our Professionally Trained, Clean and 
Courteous Staff Can Handle:

Why Choose
“A Good Plumber”?

$25 Off 
Any

Plumbing Job 
With This Ad

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer.

can-American and West In-
dian crowd accusing police 
on the scene of racism for 
their handling of the inci-
dent.

“It’s because we’re 
black!” she yells.

“You’re f------ pigs,” an-
other man exclaims. “Ev-
erything you did was ille-
gal!”

Emma Francis-Snyder 
lives on the second fl oor of 
the building and was hang-
ing out there when cops 
swarmed the front yard. 
She shot the second video, 
which shows at least fi ve of-
fi cers barging into the yard 
and then the house over 
screams of protest. Francis-
Snyder said that cops have 
visited the holiday barbe-
cue in years past to ask 
the hosts to keep the noise 
down, but that nothing at 
this year’s event merited 
the response that she said 
was heavy-handed.

A police department 
spokeswoman said cops 
came because someone shot 
off fi reworks in the road 
and that 100 people were 
crammed in front of the 

driveway when the law ar-
rived, but a commanding 
offi cer fi lmed on the scene 
said he was there because 
of a “large disorderly party 
with alcohol and drugs.”

Wilson, the reveler who 
got pinched when he went 
to complain to police, faced 
charges of disorderly con-
duct, trespassing, and re-
sisting arrest, but a judge 
gave him an adjournment 
contemplating dismissal 
in September, meaning the 
charges will go away as 
long as he stays out of trou-
ble until mid-March. Git-
tens and another man both 
faced charges of rioting, 
interfering with offi cers, 
disorderly conduct, and re-
sisting arrest, but all the 
charges have been dropped 
under similar deals.

Gittens ultimately did 
fi le a complaint with police, 
but the internal affairs in-
vestigation was dead on ar-
rival, according to Wilson. 

“This not going any-
where,” he said.

Wilson learned at a 
November meeting of the 
71st Precinct’s community 
council that the investiga-
tion has been handed down 
from a captain to a lower-
ranged sergeant. He said he 

has spoken to an attorney 
about suing, but is waiting 
until his charges are dis-
posed of to make any fur-
ther moves.

A civil rights lawyer 
who frequently sues the city 
for police misconduct said 
Brooklyn cops have a repu-
tation for cracking down on 
black barbecues for no rea-
son.

“This is a product of a 
police response to assem-
blies, particularly of Afri-
can Americans,” said attor-
ney Mark Taylor of the law 
fi rm Rankin & Taylor.

“The police seem to con-
sider such assemblies un-
lawful,” he said. “There is 
no legal basis for it.”

To come onto private 
property, police need the 
permission of residents or 
must be responding to an 
emergency, Taylor said, 
pointing out that law en-
forcement offi cers rarely 
bust heads at lighter-com-
plexioned block parties.

“If you are white, you 
can have a barbecue,” he 
said. “It is crazy.”

A community affairs 
offi cer at the precinct con-
fi rmed that the investiga-
tion was handed off from 
the captain to a sergeant.

Continued from page 10 

Police

major structural work. But 
since the purchase, the new 
owner’s main challenge has 
been keeping out the tres-
passers who have made the 
brick structure a destina-
tion over the last decade, 
according to spokeswoman 
Maureen Connelly.

“We have spent the last 
year securing the building 
from squatters,” Connelly 
said.

The lot has been home to 
a coal-fi red power station, a 
paper mill, and an electri-
cal power station over the 
past 125 years — and has 
the heavy metals and coal 
tar to prove it. But it has sat 
abandoned since the 1990s 
and has become a beacon 
to transients, graffi ti writ-
ers, and punk rockers who 
have alternately used it as 
a crash pad, a canvas, and 
a venue. The mid-2000s saw 

plans for a high-rise luxury 
development called Gow-
anus Village on the site fall 
through around the time of 
the economic collapse, but 
Rechnitz may have gotten 
more than he bargained for 
when he bought the place 
for $7 million with plans to 
turn it into some kind of art 
center.

Throughout the sum-
mer leading up to, and 
even three days after the 
purchase, the cavernous 
space played host to a se-
ries of generator-powered 
shows and word-of-mouth 
parties, the news website 
 Gothamist reported . Nor 
did the intrusions stop once 
the new owner had sealed 
the doors and bricked up 
the windows. Obsessed ur-
ban explorers cut through 
fences for a look at the 
heavily photographed post-
industrial ruin, prompting 
Rechnitz to hire round-the-
clock security, according to 
Connelly.

The visits have slowed to 
a trickle in recent months, 
she said.

“We have had instances 
of young people age 14 to 
25 — some with backpacks, 
some with cameras — over 
the summer, but now that 
construction to stabilize 
the building has begun, it 
really is unsafe,” she said.

The bike-loving heir is 
tight-lipped about what his 
project will entail, but Con-
nelly said the ground and 
building need heavy-duty 
work before an architect 
can even begin to lay out 
Rechnitz’s vision.

Locals say the art space 
would be a welcome addi-
tion to the neighborhood.

“The plan for this prop-
erty, if successful would 
further prove that Gowanus 
is a place for investment,” 
said Paul Basile, president 
of the Gowanus Alliance.

The state is taking pub-
lic comments on its clean-
up plan until Feb. 17.

Continued from cover

Batcave

For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit BrooklynDaily.com.
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Is your bank closing your business account?

From Forbes.com March 18, 2013. © 2013 Forbes.com LLC. All rights reserved. Used by permission and protected by the Copyright Laws of the United States. The printing, copying, redistribution, or retransmission 

of this Content without express written permission is prohibited.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark 

Recently, a bank announced that they’re shutting their doors to their small and mid-sized business customers. At Flushing Bank, we focus on 
creating long-lasting relationships with the businesses in the neighborhoods and local communities we serve.  

We are a local community bank that provides businesses with the expertise, products and business banking solutions they need and deserve, and 
we‘re ready to provide them to you today. As a Flushing Bank business customer, you will quickly learn that we’re small enough to know you, yet 
large enough to help you.

For more information, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 
800.581.2889 or go to www.FlushingBank.com. Don’t forget to 
ask about our Free Business Checking Nexus7 32GB tablet offer.

The Vascular Institute of New York
Welcomes Dr. Natalie Marks

the fi rst and only vascular medicine specialist in Brooklyn.

Dr. Marks is a Board-certifi ed internist who has dedicated 100% 
of her time to the management of vascular diseases. Working in 
a modern 4,000-square-foot, state-of-the-art facility, Dr. Marks 
is a nationally known vascular specialist with over 200 scientifi c 
publications and lectures nationally and internationally.

Dr. Natalie Marks
Director of the Vein Center
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EDUCATION

Children are energetic 
learners, trying to make 
sense of the world around 

them. One of the most important 
activities to help a child stretch 
his mind, especially in the early 
years, is reading. From birth to 
age 5, development in all areas 
of the brain is rapid, so it is espe-
cially important during this time 
that parents make an intentional 
effort to integrate reading into a 
child’s daily routine. This prac-
tice helps mold your child into 
an active reader and establishes 
the foundational literacy skills he 
needs for future success in school 
and life.

“The fi rst fi ve years of life of-
fer a critical window for brain 
development and learning,” said 
Anne-Marie Fitzgerald, execu-
tive Director of Reach Out and 
Read, a national nonprofi t whose 
pediatricians promote early lit-
eracy and school readiness to 
4 million children nationwide. 
“By reading aloud and talking 
to their children from birth, 
parents can play a key role in 
helping their little ones develop 
essential foundational language 
skills and eventually, arrive 
at kindergarten ready to read, 
learn, and succeed. Learning 
does not begin on the fi rst day 

of school; it begins in the home 
with engaged parents who take 
the time to share stories, words, 
and a love of reading with their 
children.”

While picking up a book and 
reading to your child may seem 
like a simple act, many children 
miss this benefi t. A 3-year-old 
child’s vocabulary should span 
about 600 words with 80 percent 
intelligibility. This means that 
a person who has not previously 
heard this child speak can un-
derstand eight out of 10 words. 
Providing children with a solid 
foundation in literacy skills not 
only equips them to thrive in the 

21st Century, it also impacts our 
country’s ability to compete in 
the global workplace.

“The future of our children 
and our country depend on co-
ordinated community efforts to 
prepare all students in the U.S. 
to excel in a dynamic, global soci-
ety,” says Jo Kirchner, president 
and CEO of Primrose Schools, a 
group of more than 270 private 
preschools across the country. 
“Together we have a responsi-
bility to step up to the challenge 
by pooling our knowledge, time, 
expertise and ideas to improve 
early literacy and education out-
comes.”

As you read aloud to your child, 
keep these tips in mind to maxi-
mize your reading time together:

1  Start early. 
Begin reading and speaking to 

your child the day she is born — it 
is never too early to start.

2  Practice every day. 
Make reading with your child 

a daily routine, reinforcing the 
development of language and lit-
eracy skills.

3  Serve and return. 
A key part of language learn-

ing occurs in conversations with 
children. After a baby listens to 
people around her talking for a 
few months, she begins to respond 
with her own rendition of those 
sounds, starting with coos, babbles 
or shrieks. Dr. Jack Shonkoff of the 
Center on the Developing Child 
at Harvard University calls this 
back-and-forth interaction serve 
and return. As we serve words, 
children return sounds. Before 
we realize, the child is beginning 
to speak intelligibly and meaning-
fully — fi rst with syllables and 
single words, then with phrases 
and complete sentences. Use serve 
and return when reading together 
as your child starts to learn about 
story background and context.

4  Play word games. 
Letter puzzles, rhyming games, 

breaking words into sounds, and 
other phonological play helps your 
child build a foundation that will 
later be used to decode words.

5  Have a conversation. 
While you are reading a book 

with your child, engage in con-
versation about the characters, 
the plot, the setting, and ask your 
child questions. This offers him an 
opportunity to build his vocabu-
lary and comprehension skills.

.
0

6,
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             FOCUS ON

PARENTING TIPS PARENTING TIPS 
TO HELP YOUNG CHILDREN LOVE TO READTO HELP YOUNG CHILDREN LOVE TO READ

Tips on how to 
raise a reader
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Hebrew Summer Camp
HA'GEEMNASIA at CBE

A practice that was 
once frowned upon, 
many schools are 

now encouraging students 
to bring their own tablets, 
smartphones and notebook 
computers into the class-
room to improve student 
learning opportunities. 
With the rise of Bring Your 
Own Device (BYOD) pro-
grams, many parents are 
wondering how they can 
ensure their child has the 
most appropriate technol-
ogy to help them succeed. 
The upcoming holiday sea-
son is a great opportunity 
to fi nd the right device for 
your child.

If your student has the 
opportunity to participate 
in a BYOD program this 
year, you may have ques-
tions about the program 
and how you can ensure 

your child is as success-
ful as possible. Read on to 
learn more about BYOD 
and what you can do to sup-
port your child’s learning 
in the digital world.

What is this 
program? 

The program’s core 
appeal is that it enables 
schools to have personal-
ized, one-to-one learning 
programs with greater stu-
dent engagement and ac-
countability, while allow-
ing students and parents 
the freedom to choose the 
device that best meets their 
child’s individual needs.

What device should 
I get for my child? 

Unlike school clothes, if 
you choose to invest a little 
more in a device, you won’t 

have to replace it next fall. 
For example, a Notebook/
convertible UltraBook or 
two-in-one device with an 
Intel core processor and 
Windows 8 operating sys-
tem grows with students as 
their learning needs evolve 
- it’s an investment your 
child can benefi t from for 
many years. A 2 in 1 device 
allows your child to switch 
between a tablet and laptop, 
depending on their needs 
for the school project at 
hand. These devices weigh 
less than 4 pounds, so they 
won’t overload your child’s 
backpack. They also have 
the battery strength to 
keep going strong until the 
fi nal bell. Your child might 
also enjoy a device that al-
lows her to draw, write, 
highlight, annotate and 
more on her digital touch-

screens in a natural man-
ner. Intel-powered Win-
dows 8 tablets come with a 
new generation of “pens,” 
which engage students in 
learning and allow educa-
tors to maximize the ver-
satility and benefi ts of the 
technology they’re already 
using.

Another device option is 
a Chromebook, which can 
provide your child with a 
full Internet browsing ex-
perience at a lower cost. 
Although Chromebooks 
are limited in the types of 
applications and software 
they can run, they allow 
students to do real time 
collaboration and share 
their work with the world 
on the Web. They also have 
the fl exibility to be person-
alized by each student or 
teacher.

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

Maximizing your child’s 
learning with technology
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January 25 & February 8

339 8 Street 
Just below 6 Ave

Presentations
1:00pm & 2:30pm

FEBRUARY MINI-CAMP
Join us for fun day trips and 

wacky camp culture!
For grades PK – 6

February 17 - 21

a Kids Orbit program
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Very flexible registration, extra long season and accomodating 
hours, free morning transportation from most Brownstone 
Brooklyn neighborhoods, door to door transportation available 
for most other Brooklyn locations, air-conditioned buses

�������	����������?�
 Outdoor, fun, stimulating programs for campers ages 3.5 to 14 
 in addition to specialty programs:

����@�
�$B
�

 Acrobatics, circus skills, clowning and more for campers entering 
 grades Pre-K-5

����	��������
?�
 Specializing in soccer skills for campers entering grades 1 - 5

��	����

��
 Travel camp featuring daily and overnight trips for campers 
 entering grades 6 - 8
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��
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 for teens entering grades 9 - 10
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Start your 

child’s Jewish education 

at Union Temple

Union Temple
Reform  Egalitarian  Inclusive

17 Eastern Parkway
Across from the Brooklyn Public Library at Grand Army Plaza

www.uniontemple.org

uniontemple@uniontemple.org

Also ask about our Preschool!

Call 

The Brooklyn Fencing Center 
opened in Carroll Gardens, 
Brooklyn, in January 2003. 
We are proud to be Brooklyn’s 
first competitive fencing club, 

and our mission is to make the 
excitement and joy of fencing more 
accessible to Brooklynites of all ages!

WE DO FENCING BIRTHDAYS! 
Parties up to 20 kids 

FENCING CENTER
BROOKLYN 62 Fourth St (corner of Hoyt)

(718) 522-5822
www.BrooklynFencing.com

2014 Winter Classes 
Ongoing Enrollment

Fence competitively 
or just for fun!

Kids Juniors: Ages 10-17 
Adults: Ages 18 and up

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

A college education is a 
lifelong investment. College 
graduates are more likely to 
be employed and earn more 
throughout the course of 
their lives, according to a 
recent report by the College 
Board. While the benefi ts of 
a college education may be 
clear, fi guring out the true 
cost and how to pay for it 
isn’t always as obvious.

Today, college-bound stu-
dents and parents face lots 
of questions in determin-
ing how to pay for college. 
An early step in the pro-
cess should be determining 
the difference between the 
published cost of attending 
a particular school and the 
available scholarships or fi -
nancial aid from the school. 
This is called the net price of 

attending a university. Most 
colleges have a net price cal-
culator on their websites 
to assist in this determina-
tion. Additionally, students 
and parents should try and 
forecast the true cost of col-
lege beyond courses and 
textbooks — including all 
the unforeseen costs, such 
as supplementary study 
materials, transportation, 
technology, extracurricular 
activities, any of which can 
push students and parents 
into unexpected debt.

Eighty-one percent of 
parents plan to help pay 
for their children’s college 
education, but a willing-
ness to pay doesn’t always 
correspond to an ability 
to pay, according to an an-
nual survey commissioned 

by Discover Student Loans. 
Scholarships, grants and 
savings can help cover some 
expenses, but student loans 
can be needed to help cover 
the full cost of attendance. 
It’s important for students 
and parents to understand 
their options and carefully 
compare federal and pri-
vate student loans so they 
can choose the loans that 
best fi t their needs.

Tips for paying for a 
higher education

A few additional tips stu-
dents and parents should 
keep in mind when navigat-
ing the college fi nancial aid 
process include:

• Maximize free money: 
Grants, scholarships and 
other free fi nancial aid can 
help students pay for some 

college costs. Resources 
such as StudentLoan.com 
and Studentaid.ed.gov can 
help students and parents 
identify and apply for im-
portant free money. When 
considering the full mix of 
fi nancing options, families 
should compare federal and 
private student loans in-
cluding interest rates and 
origination fees.

• Have a continuous and 
honest dialogue with each 
other: The fi nancial aid 
process can be overwhelm-
ing. It’s essential that col-
lege-bound students and 
their parents know their 
respective responsibilities 
and roles in paying for col-
lege. Parents should talk 
with their kids about what’s 
important, their fi nancial 

limits and where the money 
is coming from, and then 
designate who will pay for 
what expenses.

• Know when to request 
a professional judgment: 
If a parent loses his or her 
job or has his or her wages 
reduced, then he or she can 
ask the university’s fi nan-
cial offi ce for a professional 

judgment review. During 
this process, the fi nancial 
aid offi ce may consider the 
projected year income as 
opposed to prior year in-
come, which could result in 
possible increases in fi nan-
cial aid awards and a reduc-
tion in the expected fi nan-
cial contribution from the 
parents and student.

Finding the true cost of a 
COLLEGE EDUCATION
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WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE  YOU?

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission
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Now recruiting students for the 2014-15 Academic Year 

HEBREW LANGUAGE ACADEMY 
CHARTER SCHOOL

a Public Elementary School in Community District 22 located at

ALL ARE WELCOME! APPLY FOR YOUR CHILD NOW!
Open Houses Scheduled every Tuesday!

75 seats available for Kindergarten 

Limited seats available for grades 1-5

HLA is a dual language public school which offers 

an academically rigorous K-5 curriculum:

IMPORTANT DATES!!

 

   APPLY TODAY!!

Enriched Math for High Performing 

Students

STEM Activities – Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Math 

Community Service

Extended School Day and School Year
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LETTERS

Brooklyn road safety warriors are 

keeping their brights on Mayor DeBla-

sio for his pledge to eliminate traffi c 

deaths in the city by 2024 (“Zero tol-

erance: Grieving Slope parents say 

they’ll hold DeBlasio to his promise to 

end crash deaths,” online Jan. 3).

Activists from the Park Slope Street 

Safety Partnership spent Inaugura-

tion Day rallying outside City Hall to 

remind hizzoner of his oath to install 

slow zones and accident-tracking de-

vices as part of the Vision Zero pro-

gram — a Swedish initiative modeled 

on the belief that no loss of life is ac-

ceptable. 

Brooklynites can expect the city to 

roll out a safeness road map within 

the next few months, said the group’s 

founder.

Commentators accelerated the con-

versation online.

I applaud these parents for their cour-
age. With their help, no other parent will 
have to endure what they have. I hope 
Mayor DeBlasio lives up to his word.
 Stu from Prospect Park West

It’s going to take a combination of ag-
gressive street redesigns and enforce-
ment. The Department of Transportation 
and NYPD are going to play a huge role in 
this. In the past, the DOT has done what 
it needs to when it can, but the NYPD 
was lacking. More camera enforcement is 
needed to scare drivers into following the 
rules. The NYPD cannot be everywhere 
at once, but drivers are less likely to 
speed or attempt to take lights in the pres-
ence of cameras. They should blanket the 
city. At the same time, the DOT needs to 
continue rolling out slow zones with even 
more traffi c-calming features such as chi-
canes. This will make it much less likely 
a driver will reach an unsafe speed.

J. from New York City

Crash deaths down to zero? Then don’t 
get rid of the horse and carriages!
 Rufus Leaking from B.H. 

If you believe a promise from a politi-

cian about something he has no control 
over, you are a fool who is gladly fooled.
 Or from Yellow Hook 

Between 2009 and 2011 there were 451 
pedestrian fatalities in the fi ve boroughs, 
many of them children, and mostly chil-
dren of color. Where were all you arm-
chair activists then? A tragedy occurred. 
Let’s unite to make our street safer for 
kids whose concern is to play. 

J. from Bklyn 

Car drivers of all backgrounds think 
everybody should just get out of their way. 
They are selfi sh and dangerous. Every 
time a child dies at the blunt force of an 
automobile, the news features it. The real 
problem is the lack of enforcement and 
punishment for excessive speeding by car 
and truck drivers, and by the police and 
courts.  Peter from Park Slope

If you don’t want your child to get 
killed or seriously injured, then look out 
for them when they are going into the 
streets. Most of those accidents occurred 
because of such failures. The anti-car 
crowd is making a scapegoat of motorists 
when some of the accidents weren’t solely 
their fault. It makes no sense to lower the 
speed limits when the current ones are 
hardly enforced to begin with. This is 
just another way to give us responsible 
motorists the royal screw job, as always. 
Responsibility needs to come from both 
sides.
 Tal Barzilai from Pleasantville, N.Y. 

How many economically disadvan-
taged children of color have been killed 
by cars on city streets for years with not 
a whisper, but a couple of white kids from 
wealthy families die and its “stop the 
madness.” Please. 
 Jbob from Park Slope. 

If you had been at this rally, you might 
have met the parents of Allison Liao, 4. 
Their daughter was killed crossing the 
street in Flushing. Or if you had been 
at the rally we attended in Queens, you 
might have learned that it was prompted 
by the death of Noshat Nahian, 8, who 
was run over while walking to school by 
an unlicensed truck driver. Never mind, 
however, that this paper is the one that 
chose to focus on just one family that trag-
ically lost their son. 

You just don’t know what you’re talk-
ing about, and you probably haven’t done 
a thing about this scourge yourself. But, 

hey, it’s easy to yell about rich white peo-
ple, right? Parent from Slope 

These parents were incompetent for 
not teaching their child that one does not 
chase a ball that rolls into traffi c.

Lawrence Alvarez

from Park Slope

The real problem is loud mouth name 
callers who make a crusade out of the 
senseless death of a kid who ran into the 
street after a ball and “shockingly!” got 
hit by a car. Your nastiness and idiocy 
doesn’t give his life purpose. You want 
someone to blame? Look in the mirror.

Phil from Park Slope

The twisting of this story by anti car 
zealots and folks who always want to 
blame someone else is absurd. The acci-
dent is tragic, but it was a mistake to run 
after a ball into the street and if the re-
trieval had been done properly it wouldn’t 
have happened.

Jimmie from Park Slope

The boy did not “run into the street af-
ter his ball.” As has been explained over 
and over again, the ball did roll into the 
street, but he did not dash out after it. He 
went to retrieve it while he had the light. 
He slipped as the light changed, and a 
driver entered the intersection at full 
speed, not slowing down even as he saw 
the ball and another stopped car. 
 Another Parent from Park Slope 

The online comments smack of igno-
rant nastiness like this often enough, but 
when it comes to topics as diffi cult and 
home-based as this, or any of the recent 
pedestrian fatalities, one would hope that 
people would give a second’s thought to 
what they are putting out into the world.
 Another Parent from Park Slope 

Library con-do
To the editor,

Your article states that under the li-
brary’s scheme, the library will own its 
section of the building the way a con-
dominium owner does (“Library book-
marks Brooklyn Heights branch plans,” 
online Dec. 13, 2013).

How many thousands of dollars would 
the monthly maintenance fee be for a 
$20,000 condominium with a separate en-
trance?   Assessments amounting to thou-
sands of dollars are charged to condomin-
ium owners. Will the library be responsible 
for assessment fees? What other expenses 

are in the works for this white elephant? 
Libraries are not condominiums, but 

critical public cultural institutions that 
must be supported by city and state bud-
gets.   Justine Swartz

Brooklyn Heights

Mayor DeBlasé
To the editor,

I am totally puzzled. I want to the city 
to look up tax fi gures on Mayor DeBlasio’s 
home at 384 11th Street. It appears to be 
owned by three people — Chirlane and 
Bill DeBlasio, and Bill’s mother, Maria 
Wilhelm, who died a few years ago. 

Isn’t one supposed to change the names 
on ownership after a death?  
 Name withheld upon request

Crime cop-out
To the editor,

Restore our police blotters (“Public 
information cop shines light on blotter 
blackout as it turns one month old,” Jan. 
1).

To expel it would leave many law-abid-
ing residents and businesses of all sorts 
in complete darkness. In fact more infor-
mation should be published on the crimi-
nals in our midst. Amy Kaye

 Sheepshead Bay

Class-act Carmen
To the editor,

At least new schools Chancellor Car-
men Farina will not need a waiver, as 
the previous several chancellors have 
needed.  With her experience, she doesn’t 
need on-the-job training, regarding the 
intricacies of the city’s public school sys-
tem. Nonetheless, she must concentrate 
on lowering class sizes, removing dis-
ruptive children from classrooms and 
placing them in alternative 600 schools, 
removing Leadership Academy princi-
pals who never taught but are now rating 
teachers, and returning Absent Teacher 
Reserve teachers to the classroom teach-
ing and not doing substitute work. 

She must also focus her attention on 
vocational education and drop her idea of 
being against homogeneous class group-
ing. Slower students can’t keep up with 
brighter pupils and the latter shouldn’t 
be held back by the teacher having to stop 
the lesson to explain things over and over 
to slower learners.

Glad to see that Farina believes in 
content education, and the importance of 
returning social studies, science, and the 
arts to the classroom. Ed Greenspan

 Sheepshead Bay

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
telephone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve the 
right to edit all correspondence, which 
becomes the property of Courier Life 
Publications. To read more comments, 
visit www.BrooklynDaily.com.

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Slopers push DeBlasio on ‘Vision Zero’ vow
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By Danielle Furfaro

This golden ticket will get you into a 
room of chocolate — and you won’t 
have to go searching through Wonka 

Bars to find one.
On Jan. 14, an assortment of fancy choco-

latiers will host a bash to celebrate some of 
the most adventurous chocolate the city has 
to offer — and you can taste all of it with one 
$20 ticket.

“Brooklyn is so into chocolate and so 
receptive,” said Jean Francois Bonnet, head 
chef at Tumbador Chocolate, which is based 
in Sunset Park. “We will have so many things 
to try, because they want to try everything.”

“Chocolate Party!” is the first birthday 
party for  Chocolate NYC , a blog dedicated 
to eating and reviewing all things chocolatey 
in the city. The celebration will take place at 
the Bell House in Gowanus, where Tumbador 
will be joined by a host of confection and bar 
producers from Brooklyn and the surround-
ing areas — including  Nunu ,  Raaka , and 
 the Chocolate Room  — who will share their 
wares with sweet-toothed revelers.

“People say jokingly that chocolate is its 
own food group. Well, it’s true,” said Bonnet. 
“And it is its own culinary category too. We 
are a very specialized group.”

Party-goers will be able to gorge them-
selves on a range of sweet treats from all the 
chocolate makers in attendance, and the tast-
ing promises to be as educational as it does 
delicious. Organizers will arrange the tables 
in order of chocolate percentages — ranging 
from milk chocolate to 100 percent cacao — 
as well as by bean origins, flavors, and types 
of truffles.

Attendees will also have the opportunity to 
try chocolate that has been made from scratch 
in Brooklyn, via Williamsburg’s Fine & Raw. 
The company is a part of the nascent “bean to 
bar” movement, in which chocolate makers 
create their product directly from the cacao 
bean itself, rather than relying on a middle-
man to provide chocolate couverture.

“It allows us to make flavor combina-
tions that would not have been possible a few 
years ago,” said Daniel Sklaar, Fine & Raw’s 
owner.

“Chocolate Party! Chocolate NYC’s 
First Birthday Bash” at the Bell House [149 
Seventh St. between Second and Third ave-
nues in Gowanus, (718) 643–6510,  www.the-
bellhouseny.com ]. Jan. 14 at 7 pm. $20.

CHOCK FULL
Dine on local confections at this sweet shindig

Sweet spot: Tumbador owner 
Jean Francois Bennet with a tray 
of pumpkin bon bons. Tumbador 
is one of many local chocolate 
makers that will be at Chocolate 
NYC’s first birthday party at the 
Bell House. 
 Photo by  Steve Solomonson
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By Megan Riesz

Fans of Gowanus, your time 
has finally arrived. The 
TEDxGowanus conference will 

see people with big Gowanus-related 
ideas gather by the neighborhood’s 
notoriously disease-ridden waterway to 
share their thoughts in snappy spoken-
word presentations. All tickets to attend 
have sold out, but you can still stream 
the event live online on Jan. 26. We 
have rounded up the five most Gownus-
centric talks to keep an eye on.

Hans Hesselein 
Hesselin, executive director of the 

Gowanus Canal Conservancy — an 
organization that calls itself the “envi-
ronmental steward” for the Gowanus 
Canal — will call on local residents 
to start cleaning up their own public 
parks, and stop relying on park main-
tenance to keep their Brooklyn greens 
litter-free.

Pete Raho
“Artisan ambassador” Pete Raho 

makes fancy cutting boards out of 
industrial materials and hosts wood-
working classes at his shop, Gowanus 

Furniture. He will talk about how the 
small-scale industry has exploded and 
created a new manufacturing sector 
in Gowanus — with ample job oppor-
tunities.

Ate Atema
Architect Ate Atema will discuss 

innovative ways to channel freshwater 
into the Gowanus Canal, following on 
from his December 2012 TED talk, 
in which he proposed that in-street 
channels and pollutant-removing gar-
dens could diminish sewer overflows. 
Atema’s “Street Creeks,” or sidewalk 
gutters, catch dirty water and keep 
it out of local waterways, and have 

already been tested for the canal on 
Third St. between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus.

Marlene Donnely 
Donnely, a member of “Friends and 

Residents of Greater Gowanus” who 
researches and promotes the histori-
cal viability of the neighborhood, will 
outline what it would take for Gowanus 
to become the first urban industrial site 
on the “National Registry of Historic 
Places.” Such a designation would pre-
serve the buildings, structures, places, 
and open spaces of Gowanus for adap-
tive re-use.

T.M. Rives
Did you know that early set-

tlers named “Gowanes Creek” after 
Gowanes, leader of the local Canarsees 
tribe, centuries before the canal became 
one of the city’s major docking water-
ways? Rives, author of “Secret New 
York: an Unusual Guide,” will elabo-
rate on how Native American culture 
has become lost in the city’s history.

TEDxGowanus will be broadcast 
live at  www.tedxgowanus.com , Jan. 26 
from 12:15 pm.

The most Gowanus-centric talks at TEDxGowanus

Like a canal in the wind: Who would not want to 
hear more about this local landmark?
 Photo by Kate Emerson

By Megan Riesz

It is a whale of an exhibition. 
Literally. 

“Sludgie,” the ill-fated baby 
whale who famously meandered into the 
Gowanus Canal in April 2007  and died  
after hitting some submerged rocks, is 
returning to Brooklyn. Or at least part 
of it is — two artists have designed an 
educational exhibit featuring Sludgie’s 
massive skull, which will be displayed at 
the upcoming TEDxGowanus conference 
at event space 501 Union on Jan. 26.

“This is a gesture toward the whale 
in the sense that the whale dying in the 
canal was a tragedy,” said co-designer 
Sasha Chavchavadze.

Chavchavadze, who is also the co-
founder of the art and reading gallery 
 Gowanus Proteus , worked with fellow 
artist Christina Kelly to create a massive 
broadside featuring newspapers that tell 
tales of animals and people falling into, 
or becoming otherwise ensnared by, the 
centuries-old canal. The installation will 
also boast cards attached to helium bal-
loons that list flora and fauna that have 
disappeared or returned to the canal over 
the years — and of course, the massive 
cetacean cranium itself.

“There have been many tragedies — 
some more humorous, some sadder,” 
Chavchavadze said, also noting the death 

of the dolphin that  swam into the canal 
in January last year and died  after only 
one day in the fetid waterway. “This will 
show how the canal has been the site of 
multiple issues, almost from the time it 
was constructed.”

The artist said she was approached 
by the organizers of TEDxGowanus — a 
spin-off from the popular TED confer-
ence series, which puts on global con-

ferences with talks on topics such as 
“The $80 prosthetic knee that’s chang-
ing lives” and “The astounding athletic 
power of quadcopters” — to construct 
an interactive installation featuring the 
famed aquatic mammal for the one-day 
event. The conference will also high-
light some 20 speakers, including writer 
Joseph Alexiou, who is penning a book 
about the canal, and Rachel Fershleiser, 
the literary and nonprofit outreach guru 
for blogging platform Tumblr.

The conference creators said they are 
looking forward to bringing Sludgie back 
from the dead.

“I think the exhibit will do a bunch 
of great things — it will tell the story 
of what happened to Sludgie after she 
died, educate people on whale anato-
my, and also revitalize awareness of the 
intersection between our urban envi-
ronment and natural environment,” said 
TEDxGowanus organizer Sean Gannet.

After the conference is done, Sludgie’s 
skull will f loat around Gowanus for 
awhile longer, on display at Proteus 
Gowanus’s mini-museum, Hall of the 
Gowanus, until March.

See Sludgie’s skull at 501 Union [501 
Union St. between Nevins and Bond 
streets in Gowanus, (347) 529–6486, 
 www.tedxgowanus.com ]. Jan. 26 from 
11 am. 

SKULL AND WHALEBONES
Sludgie the whale returns to Gowanus for exhibit

Head case: TEDxGowanus organizer Sean Gannet 
admines Sludgie the whale’s skull.
 Photo by Matt Suter

By Megan Riesz

Watch out, Coca-Cola — the co-op is coming.
New York Times investigative reporter and Park 

Slope Food Co-op veteran Michael Moss will bring 
his four-year exploration into the processed food industry to a 
reading series at the crunchy grocery store on Jan. 17. 

“I like to call it the food you hate to love,” said Moss, whose 
bestselling 2013 book “Salt Sugar Fat: How the Food Giants 
Hooked Us” explores how big food companies knowingly 
contributed to the obesity epidemic by engineering difficult-
to-resist treats, laden with fat, sugar, and salt.

Moss said he realizes he is preaching to the choir amongst 
his fellow kale shoppers, but the store will also open its usu-
ally exclusive doors to non-members for the free event. The 
talk will also cover shopping strategies for those whose local 
market is less Park Slope and more Pathmark.

“I think co-op members 
are in an incredibly enviable 
position where they have 
access to incredibly fresh 
local produce that is relative-
ly inexpensive,” said Moss, 
who has been a member of 
the Park Slope Food Co-op 
for about 15 years. “When I 
talk to co-op members, it is going to be less about their situation 
because, frankly, they are in close to an ideal situation.”

Moss says his investigation into Big Food yielded two par-
ticularly shocking discoveries — the largest food companies 
in America, such as Nabisco, General Mills, and Kraft, have 
known all along that they were contributing to the grow-
ing obesity problem; and they are even more addicted to the 
miracle ingredient of salt than we are, because of its ability to 
mask less tasty flavors inherent to processed food.

The Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist became interested 
in exposing the corruption of giant food companies after his 
2008 return from Algeria, where he says he was reporting on 
terrorism and Islamic militants until the FBI told him he was 
on an al-Qaeda hit list. The reporter and his editor decided that 
he needed to pick a different beat — and before long, he was 
reporting on an outbreak of salmonella.

“I think that I have done with food what I have done with 
any subject I have grappled with — which is to put a huge 
amount of relevancy back into readers’ hands so they feel 
empowered,” Moss said. “That is my goal in writing any story 
about any subject.”

Michael Moss at the Park Slope Food Co-op (782 Union 
St. between Fifth and Sixth avenues in Park Slope,  www.food-
coop.com ). Jan. 17 at 7 pm. Free. Non-members welcome.

Co-opting the
grocery aisle
Reporter gives free talk on 
how to eat less-terrible food

Co-operate: Journalist Michael Moss 
started investigating big food compa-
nies’ contributions to the obesity epi-
demic after reporting on Islamic militants 
in Algeria. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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Featuring 
Broadway Legend

CAROL 
LAWRENCE 
Tony® Nominee 
West Side Story
and
CHARLOTTE COHN
SHEFFIELD CHASTAIN
JONATHAN SALE

Written by 
Emmy� Nominee  
JASON ODELL WILLIAMS
Directed by  
Karen Carpenter  
Love, Loss and What I Wore

The Westside Theatre, 407 W. 43rd St 
    Telecharge.com        212-239-6200        HandleWithCareThePlay.com

“MIRACULOUS - LEAVES THE AUDIENCE DELIGHTED!”
– Jewish Week

“A HILARIOUS & HEARTWARMING 
ROMANTIC COMEDY!”

ritten by
mmy�yy Nominee  �

ASON ODELL WILLIAMS
irected by

Ben Brantley, New York Times

SmartTix.com   
(212) 868-4444

Barrow Street Theatre 
27 Barrow Street at 7th Ave.

PHOTO: JOAN MARCUS     DESIGN: FRAVER
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Out of Africa: Filmmaker revisits a trip 

to Angola in three-part performance
By Danielle Furfaro

It is a long way from here to 
Angola. And, apparently, it 
takes even longer to make a 

film about going there.
Dancer and filmmaker 

Jeremy Xido focuses his work 
on the intersection between 
narrative fiction and reality. 
His latest group of works, “the 
Angola Project,” is a fusion of 
filmmaking and live perfor-
mance that looks at the five-
year process he went through in 
making a film in the south-west 
African country, including what 
happened behind the scenes and 
what got thrown out from the 
final product.

“I want to underscore the 
fiction of reality and the fiction 
of real spaces,” said Xido.

“Angola” is comprised of 
three parts, which will be per-
formed across four nights at 

Cobble Hill’s Invisible Dog as 
part of Performance Space 122’s 
annual winter performance fes-
tival, COIL.

In the first part, Xido works 
out plans for a film about his trip 
to Angola, but the movie’s nar-
rative falls apart. In the second 
part, Xido makes a pitch to the 

audience to get the film made. 
In the third part, he engages the 
audience in an interactive tell-
ing of stories related to travel, 
identity, colonialism, and biog-
raphies.

“It’s almost as if you’re in 
the editing studio with me,” said 
Xido, who started his career in 

Detroit before moving to New 
York City. “You see a film made 
out of bits and pieces of material. 
You see it being constructed and 
crumbling before your eyes.”

Xido has performed parts 
one and two several times, but 
this is the first time that he 
will perform all three parts 
together.

“They all refer to each other, 
but it is kind of dizzying in the 
twists and turns that the nar-
rative takes,” said Xido. “It’s 
entertaining and it is extraordi-
narily intimate.”

“The Angola Project” at 
the Invisible Dog [51 Bergen 
St. between Boerum Place and 
Smith Street in Cobble Hill, 
(212) 352–3101,  www.ps122.org/
coil ]. Parts 1 and 2, Jan. 14 and 
16 at 7 pm; part 3, Jan 15 at 7 
pm and 9 pm; full trilogy, Jan. 
17 at 7 pm. $20–$25.

By Colin Mixson

Trivia is coming.
A mercenary fellowship of 

Brooklyn literature nerds is putting 
the gentry in gentrified with the debut of a 
new Williamsburg bar-based trivia night, 
which focuses on the books behind the 
hit HBO series “Game of Thrones.” At 
“A Trivia of Ice and Fire,” which will take 
place at Over the Eight on the first and third 
Sundays of the month, fans of George RR 
Martin’s fantasy novels are invited to test 
their knowledge of the Seven Kingdom’s 
noble families and their violent and sexy 
adventures in the cult five-book series.

“It’s such a huge world to get into,” said 
Danielle Francis, a member of the organiz-
ing group, which goes by the name the 
Upjumped Sellswords. “I’m looking for-
ward to seeing how deep people’s knowl-
edge of the books are.”

Every night of the biweekly contest will 
consist of five rounds of questions, each 
based on a theme, such as the locations in 
the books, or the customs of its fictional 
peoples. 

The adventurous trivia bands will, 
above all other considerations, be required 
to agree upon a title for their group, and the 
Upjumed Sellswords has high hopes that its 
contestants will conjure up some appropri-
ate Westeros monikers. 

“I’m pretty sure they can come up 
with really good punny names,” said 
Franics. “They could be something like 
‘the Brotherhood Without Banners,’ or they 
could come up with their own names, like 

‘House Johnson.’”
Francis, who earned her maester chain 

in film studies before moving to Brooklyn, 
said the trivia night — the first the group 
has organized — is something of an experi-
ment. 

“We have questions for our first few 
nights planned, and we’re going to see 
how it goes,” said Francis. “We don’t know 
how deep people’s knowledge of the books 
are.”

In this rag-tag spirit, the group has still 
not entirely settled on what the contest’s 
prizes will be. It has a few ideas, though — 
the winners may have their bar tab paid in 
full, or receive priceless gifts such as a mug 
style after the sword hilt of Daario Naharis, 
who fans of the books and TV show will 

recognize as Daenerys Targaryen’s latest 
lover.

“It has a naked woman for a handle,” 
said Francis. “Just like the hilts of Naharis’s 
sword.”

But regardless of where their audience’s 
knowledge of the popular novels stand, 
Francis said her clan has been studying 
heavily in preparation for the trivia chal-
lenge.

“It’s always really fun to come up with 
questions and nerd out about what you 
love,” she said.

“A Trivia of Ice and Fire” at Over the 
Eight (594 Union Ave. between Richardson 
and Bayard streets,  www.overtheeight.
com ). Jan. 19 at 6 pm. Runs every second 
Sunday.

 WORD’s pick: “Stay Up With 
Me” by Tom Barbash

The episodes of awkwardness, 
embarrassment, selfishness, and lone-
liness that exist in this collection hit 
humanity on the nose. Tom Barbash’s 
crisp, minimalist storytelling cuts to 
the chase and leaves his characters 
exposed. What particularly moved 
me were the incredible flaws of his 
older characters. Often, his youth-
ful characters are flawed in the 
way youth is flawed, but are open, 
kindhearted people. The older characters, however, 
are self-seeking and completely, utterly lost. Each story is 
better than the next, and I am sure I will go back to them 
again.

— CJ Schmidt, WORD [126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.wordbrook-
lyn.com ].

The BookMark Shoppe’s pick: 
“In The Blood” by Lisa Unger

“In The Blood” is Lisa Unger’s 
most thrilling psychological thriller 
yet. Lana Granger has spent most of 
her young adult life as a student at 
Sacred Heart College. What better 
way to avoid facing the world than 
to remain in college? But as a con-
dition of her trust fund, Lana will 
need to find part-time employ-
ment. When her college profes-
sor and mentor suggests a part-time 
nanny position to a bright, energetic boy, Lana quickly 
agrees. What Lana learns is that young Luke, who attends 
a school for troubled children, can be extremely is volatile 
and vicious. He reminds of her of another young troubled 
boy from her past, a past she had succeeded in running 
away from. Or so she thought. A gripping parallel story of 
diary entries brings this novel to a head in an explosive, 
jaw-dropping ending. A fast-paced story best read with a 
several nightlights on.

— Bina Valenzano, co-owner, The BookMark Shoppe 
[8415 Third Ave. between 84th and 85th streets in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 833–5115,  www.bookmarkshoppe.com ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“How to Read a Novelist” by 
John Freeman

Get ready to add to your “to-be-
read” pile. John Freeman’s essays and 
interviews with some of the world’s 
top authors in “How To Read a 
Novelist” are thoughtful, engaging, 
and passionate. I have purchased 
numerous new books based on 
Freeman’s essays, and am plan-
ning to revisit quite a few more 
with fresh eyes. 

— Emily Russo, Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.greenlightbook-
store.com ].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
local bookstore 

employees
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A STORM OF WORDS
‘Game of Thrones’ book nerds do battle at new W’burg trivia night

Study session: “A Trivia of Ice and Fire” organizers and Upjump Sellswords members Geoffrey Golia (left), 
Stephen Savin, and Steve Danay brush up on their George RR Martin trivia at Over the Eight bar.
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

A wild hair: Jeremy Xido has spent years creating art based on his travels to 
places such as Angola, Portugal, and China. CABULA6
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Authentic Spanish & Mexican Cuisine

presents

Fiesta 
Fridays

ON/OFF
PREMISE

CATERING
AVAILABLE

$40

$15
per person 

MID-WEEK DINNER 
AT-THE-BAR

Mon.-Thurs. Only

MEXICAN MID-WEEK 
DINNER FOR TWO 

Mon.-Thurs. Only

    Have you ever tried an  
      Organic Margarita?
                                  Amazing…..

By Samantha Lim

When this couple was separated by 3,000 
miles, they did not write each other 
love letters — they wrote a musical.

A Dutch actor and a Brooklyn-based play-
wright are reprising “The Skype Show” at the 
Brick Theater on Jan. 11 — a show the pair 
wrote entirely over the titular instant messaging 
service from their respective homelands, and 
debuted at the New York International Fringe 
Festival last year.

The musical was not just penned over Skype, 
it also tells the true story of how couple Jody 
Christopherson and Michael de Roos maintained 
their long-distance relationship via the applica-
tion — something the audience will be able to 
experience first-hand.

“It’s the story of us trying to stay con-
nected via Skype while facing the challenge of 
distance,” said Christopherson. “The audience 
makes it snow, eats some wedding cake, and 
learns to play the guitar. There is a lot of live 
music and a lot of Skype calls.”

De Roos and Christopherson, who hail from 
Leiden, the Netherlands, and Omaha, Nebraska, 
respectively, first met in Brooklyn in 2013 when 
de Roos saw Christopherson performing in a 
play at a Crown Heights church.

“We went to Dutch Boy Burger afterwards 
to celebrate and immediately hit it off,” said 
Christopherson. “He was a beatboxer, I was a 
singer. We both liked French fries and Brooklyn. 
So we moved in together and made music, film, 
and theater for two years.” 

The multi-talented twosome founded a self-

described “indie folk beatbox rock” duo called 
 Greencard Wedding , but in 2012, de Roos was 
forced to return to Amsterdam due to visa com-
plications. Although the separation was tough, it 
ultimately resulted in “The Skype Show.”

The couple initially found Skype creatively 
stifling — the video messaging service’s vexing 
lags and disconnections meant they were not 
being able to sing harmonies together. But the 
artists discovered another alternative — they 
could write a play. 

The pair’s perseverance draws attention to a 
predicament faced by many international artists 
based in New York — without expensive paper-
work, such creatives have to travel back and forth 
between the city and their countries of origin. 
But creating “The Skype Show” may have also 
inadvertently helped the couple overcome this 
problem.

“Producing the show allows us to create a 
case for a visa,” said Christopherson. “Ideally, 
with enough engagements, we can put funding 
toward getting his visa and make a case for him 
to reside in America.”

But de Roos joked that if he had more money, 
he would tackle the problem a different way.

“I would just build a bridge between New 
York and Amsterdam,” he said. “Why nobody 
has ever thought of this is beyond me, espe-
cially since the Dutch are famous for building 
bridges.”

“The Skype Show” at the Brick Theater 
[579 Metropolitan Ave. at Lorimer Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 285–3863,  www.brickthe-
ater.com ]. Jan. 11–Feb. 8. $18.

LOVE IN A TIME 
OF VIDEO CHAT
Brooklyn couple pens musical show over Skype

You’ve got male: Jody Christopherson, with Michael de Roos projected in the background, in “The Skype Show.”
 Photo by Anna Flores 
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Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
349–0162], redstarny.com. 

THEATER, “ARMINIO IN ARME-
NIA: A Budget Epic”: Opera 
Feroce presents a concert 
version of their opera, which 
features music by Nicola Por-
pora and an original storyline. 
$20 (suggested). 7:30 pm. 
Zion German Evangelical Lu-
theran Church [125-131 Henry 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(347) 909–1501], operaferoce.
com. 

FILM, POINT BREAK LIVE!: 
Meta-parody of the ’90s ac-
tion blockbuster. $26–$41. 8 
pm. Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, MEET ME IN THE 
BATHROOM AND TELL 
ME ALL YOUR SECRETS: A 
night of comedy and music 
with Dave Hill, Valley Lodge, 
Har Mar Superstar, Jackie 
Kashian, Doug Gillard, Mike 
Bocchetti, Ben Lerman, and 
Jodi Lennon. $10. 8:30 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

MUSIC, BILLY MINTZ RESI-
DENCY: $15 (suggested). 
8:30 pm. IBeam Brooklyn (168 
Seventh St. Third Fl. between 
Second and Third avenues in 
Gowanus), www.ibeambrook-
lyn.com. 

MUSIC, MIGGUEL ANGGELO: 
As part of BAMcafe Life. 
Free. 9 pm. Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100], 
www.bam.org. 

SAT, JAN. 11

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, THREEFIFTY: As part 

of BAMcafe Life. Free. 9 pm. 
Brooklyn Academy of Music 
[30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100], www.bam.org. 

lynmuseum.org. 
TALK, FRAN LEBOWITZ: In con-

versation with Martin Scors-
ese. $30. 7:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 Lafay-
ette Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street in 
Fort Greene, (718) 636–4100], 
www.bam.org. 

DROP-IN DRAWING: Explore 
artists’ processes and build 
professional drawing skills. All 
ages welcome, no experience 
necessary. $8 ($7members). 
7:30–9 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

MUSIC, COURT & SPARK 
TURNS 40: A concert per-
formance celebrating Joni 
Mitchell’s 1974 album. $5 
(donation). 8 pm. Old Stone 
House (Third Street between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope), theoldstone-
house.org. 

FRI, JAN. 17
MUSIC, ONAJE ALLAN GUMBS 

& NEW VINTAGE: As part 
of BAMcafe Life. Free. 9 pm. 
Brooklyn Academy of Music 
[30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100], www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, BRIDGES AND POW-
ERLINES, HIGH WAISTED, 
EULA: $8. 9 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400], www.unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, LEVON VINCENT/ DJ 
QU/ DAKINI9 WITH TER-
RENCE PARKER/ DJ SPI-
DER: $20. 10 pm. Output (74 
Wythe Ave. at N. 12th Street 
in Williamsburg), outputclub.
com. 

KARAOKE KILLED THE CAT: 
Karaoke dance party for peo-
ple who never thought they’d 
like karaoke. Free. Midnight. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

SAT, JAN. 18

PERFORMANCE
TALK, ART SPIEGELMAN AND 

PHILLIP JOHNSTON: WORD-
LESS!: The two collaborate 
on an innovative hybrid of 
slides, talk, and musical 
performance. $30. 7:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Academy of Music 
[30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100], www.bam.org. 

OTHER
LET’S MARCH: Children learn 

about the Civil Rights move-
ment and hear stories about 
Martin Luther King, Jr., and 
his famous march on Wash-
ington. Free with museum 
admission. 11:30 am. Brook-
lyn Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.brook-
lynkids.org. 

WALKING TOUR: Join Urban 
Rangers for a tour of historic 
sites of the American Revolu-
tion. Wear appropriate cloth-
ing. Free. 1 pm. Fort Greene 
Park Visitor Center [Enter park 
at Myrtle Avenue and Wash-
ington Park in Fort Greene, 
(718) 722–3218]. 

FRI, JAN. 10
ART, “THE FASHION WORLD 

OF JEAN PAUL GAULTIER: 
From the Sidewalk to the Cat-
walk”: The fi rst international 
exhibition of the celebrated 
French couturier’s work, in-
cluding stage costumes worn 
by Madonna and Beyonce. 
$12 (suggested). 11 am–6 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washington 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.brook-
lynmuseum.org. 

ART, “THE CAR POOLERS”: 
Work by Alejandro Carta-
gena, whose projects employ 
landscape and portraiture as 
a means to examine social, 
urban, and environmental 
issues. Free. Noon–6 pm. 
United Photo Industries Gal-
lery (111 Front St. between 
Washington and Adams 
streets, Suite 226 in Dumbo), 
unitedphotoindustries.com. 

AFTER SCHOOL ICE SKAT-
ING: Children ages 5–7 learn 
the basic elements of ice 
skating through group and 
individual instruction. Free. 
4 pm. Lasker Pool & Rink [110 
Malcolm X Blvd., Central Park 
in Harlem, (212) 348–4867], 
www.nycgovparks.org/
events/2014/01/08/after-
school-ice-skating. 

A NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM 
SLEEPOVER: This unique 
sleepover will delight children 
ages 6 to 13 and their caregiv-
ers. The night includes tours 
of live-animal exhibitions, Mu-
seum Quests, and more. $145 
per person, $135 (Members). 
6 pm. American Museum of 
Natural History [Central Park 
West at 79th Street in Upper 
West Side, (212) 769–5200], 
www.amnh.org/calendar/a-
night-at-the-museum-slee-
pover-friday-january-10-2014. 

COMEDY, THE HYSTERODAC-
TYL COMEDY SHOW: Danny 
DelColle and Dillon Steven-
son host a lineup of some 
of their favorite comedians. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Red Star Bar 
[37 Greenpoint Ave. at West 

MUSIC, LEE RANALDO AND 
THE DUST, STEVE GUNN, 
SPECTRE FOLK: $17 ($15 in 
advance). 9 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third Av-
enue in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510], www.thebellhouseny.
com. 

MUSIC, RENEE & THE DER-
ELICTS: Free. 9 pm. The 
Branded Saloon [603 Van-
derbilt Ave. at Bergen Street 
in Prospect Heights, (718) 
484–8704]. 

OTHER
MULCHFEST: Recycle your tree. 

10 am–2 pm. Owl’s Head 
Park (Colonial Road and 68th 
Street in Bay Ridge), www.
nyc.gov (mulchfest). 

ICKY FEST WEEKEND: Chil-
dren learn all about what is 
gross, gooey, yucky and icky 
with fun activities. Free with 
museum admission. 10 am–5 
pm. Brooklyn Children’s Mu-
seum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at 
St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

READING, “INSIDE OUTSIDE”: 
After reading the book chil-
dren create inside outside 
pictures of the subway. Free 
with transit museum admis-
sion. 1:30 pm. New York Tran-
sit Museum [Boerum Place 
at Schermerhorn Street in 
Downtown, (718) 694–1600], 
www.mta.info/mta/museum. 

ART, “REANIMATION LIBRARY/
GOWANUS BRANCH”: Fea-

turing work by Jen Bervin, 
David East, and Marget Long. 
Free. 7–9 pm. Proteus Gow-
anus (543 Union St. at Nevins 
Street in Gowanus), proteus-
gowanus.org. 

SUN, JAN. 12

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, MIL’S TRILLS: Celebrate 

the fi rst concert of the new 
year with Melanie Hope 
Greenberg, Mil’s Trills and 
lots of fun. $15 ($10 advance), 
free for babies. 11 am. Shape-
shifter Lab [18 Whitewell Pl. 
between Carroll and First 
streets in Park Slope, (646) 
820–9452]. 

MUSIC, JAY Z: $32.50–$175. 
8 pm. Barclays Center [620 
Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street 
in Prospect Heights, (917) 
618–6100], www.barclayscen-
ter.com. 

OTHER
READING, MELISSA GUION: 

Author of “Baby Penguins 
Love Their Mama.” RSVP 
requested. Free. 11:30 am. 
powerHouse on 8th [1111 
Eighth Ave. between 11th and 
12th streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 666–3049], www.power-
housearena.com. 

“ALEXANDER AND THE TER-
RIBLE, HORRIBLE, NO 
GOOD, VERY BAD DAY”: 
Have you ever had a really 
bad day? Alexander has and 
he has to learn to deal with 

it. This musical is suitable for 
children 4 years and older. $7. 
2 pm. Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brooklyn 
College [2900 Campus Rd., 
between Amersfort Place and 
Kenilworth Place in Midwood, 
(718) 951–4500], www.brook-
lyncenteronline.org. 

MON, JAN. 13
MUSIC, ASK ME ANOTHER: 

Night of trivia, comedy, and 
music hosted by Ophira 
Eisenberg. With guest Delia 
Ephron. $20 ($15 in advance). 
7:30 pm. Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com.

COMEDY, MICHAEL KOSTA 
AND HIS “FRIENDS”: The 
comedian hosts a night of 
comedy with Michelle Buteau, 
Jared Logan, and more. $5. 8 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union St. 
at Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

MUSIC, HANK MAY, SMALL 
WONDER, THE BEARS: $7. 8 
pm. Trash Bar [256 Grand St. 
at Driggs Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 599–1000], www.
thetrashbar.com. 

TUES, JAN. 14
BESSIE’S BIG SHOT: It’s a bird, 

it’s a plane, no–it’s Bessie 
the cow! Based on the Pup-
petMobile show of the same 
name, this popular produc-
tion is making its debut at the 
Swedish Cottage Marionette 
Theatre. $10, $7 (children 
under 12). 10:30 am & Noon. 
Swedish Cottage Marionette 
Theater [79th & West Dr, (212) 
988–9093]. 

COMEDY, CHEAP DATE COM-
EDY SHOW: With Kevin 
Avery, Jackie Kashian, Jay 
Welch, and more. $5. 8 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

WED, JAN. 15
TALK, COMIC BOOK NIGHT: 

With Sean Howe and Tim 
Leong. After a panel discus-
sion, the experts will answer 
questions and sign copies. 
Free. 7 pm. Word Bookstore 
[126 Franklin St. between 
Milton and Noble streets in 
Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096], 
www.wordbrooklyn.com. 

SECRET SCIENCE CLUB: Featur-
ing mind-bending lectures, 
volatile experiments, and 
chemical libations. Free. 8 
pm. Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

COMEDY, “THE ELECTRIC 
STUDY BREAK”: With Rob 
Cantrell, Matt Koff, and more. 
$5. 8:30 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

THURS, JAN. 16
HAT WORKSHOP: Learn how 

to make a hat inspired by the 
work of Jean Paul Gaultier 
with design alchemist Heidi 
Lee. $15 ($10 members). 7 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washington 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.brook-

Star power: The always dapper Har Mar Superstar will be one of 
the performers at “Meet Me In The Bathroom and Tell Me All Your 
Secrets” at Union Hall on Jan. 10. Associated Press / Matt Sayles

  By Will Bredderman

Welcome back to Bay 
Ridge Nights, showing 
you the exits to fun 

between the Gowanus and the 
Belt.

Warm up from the polar vor-
tex that was your work week by 
hearing your favorite tunes at the 
Greenhouse Cafe [7717 Third 
Ave., between 77th and 78th 
streets], courtesy of DJ Suds. The 
longtime Brooklyn mixmaster 
starts spinning your requests at 
10 pm — and no request is too 
tough. The veteran crate digger boasts a 
220,000 song repertoire, ranging from ’50s 

classics to contempo-
rary hits.

Things get even 
hotter on Saturday 
night at 10 pm, on 
the dance floor of the 
Lone Star Bar [8703 
Fifth Ave., at the cor-
ner of 87th Street]. DJ 
Anthony will be at the 
country and western-
themed bar, blasting 
modern Top 40 and 
dance music hits sure 
to make you buck like 

a mechanical bull. 
Feel more in the mood for a live band, 

but can’t decide what you want to hear? 
Then bring your droogs to the Wicked 
Monk [9510 Third Ave., between 95th and 
96th streets] at 11 pm, where Mashwork 
Orange will be dishing out its trademark 
medleys and mash-ups of beloved songs. 
Be sure to bring your Visine, because you 
won’t be able to take your eyes off the 
band’s electrifying live act. 

Then on Sunday, soothe your aching 
hangover at 2 pm with the quiet zither 
sounds of Dr. Bill Kolb at the Schnitzel 
Haus [7319 Fifth Ave., between 73rd and 
74th streets). The man known as “Doctor 
Zither” will be serving up the sounds of 
Bavaria while the Schnitzel Haus’s kitchen 
provides the taste.

Spend your frosty Bay Ridge Nights at local hotspots 
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GRAND OPENING

PRIVATE ROOM AVAILABLE 
HAPPY HOUR IS ALL DAY, EVERY DAY AT THE BAR 

Breakfast is served every Saturday & Sunday, 10 a.m.–1 p.m.

 

718-623-TONY (8669)

FREE 
1/2 Onion Loaf 

With Purchase Of  
Any Entree.

FREE 
Mini Dessert 
With Purchase Of  

Any Entree.

FREE 
Steak Flatbread 

With Purchase Of  
Any Two Entrees of $16 or 

Higher Value.

$8.95 Price Fixed Menu
Includes Beverage, Entree and a Treat

7721 3rd Avenue, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn
718-989-8951

Free Delivery

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

KARAOKE
Every Wed. 8pm

LIVE 
MUSIC

7717 3rd GreenhouseCafe.com Valet Parking

Friday, 1/10 - DJ Suds @ 9pm
Saturday, 1/11 - Head Over Heels @ 10pm
Sunday, 1/12 - David Vann and Co. @ 6pm

Friday, 1/17 - Alive n’ Kickin @ 9:30pm
Saturday, 1/18 - Frankie Marra @ 10pm
Sunday, 1/19 - Tommy Anderson @ 7pm718 -989 - 8952

APPETIZERS

Add $3 Add $3

ENTREES
 

 
 

 
 

Add $5 

DESSERTS

COFFEE OR TEA

$28 maximum 12 peoplePlus tax & 
gratuity

405 81st Street (at 4th Ave.) 
718.836.3103 | office@bayridgejewishcenter.org 

present 

The BRJC 2nd Annual Book Fair 

Bay Ridge Jewish Center 
 

Discounted Prices

Book Signings
Refreshments

with 
The Book Mark Shoppe 

Children & Adult Books

Author Meet & Greet

Sunday 
January 19th, 2014 

 12-4pm 
FUN FOR ALL AGES!

Face Painting 

Elegance without Extravagance

Enjoy our Three course dinner menu $27 
For Reservations 718-236-9883

1464 86th St. between 14th and 15th Ave.

I t a l i a n  R e s t a u r a n t

Critically Acclaimed Wine List
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COBBLE HILL

Three cheers to recipients of Commu-

nity Board 6’s Core of the Apple awards. 
The honorees were: James Proscia, 

retired district superintendent of the New 
York Sanitation Department, and Deputy 

Inspector Jeffrey Schiff, former com-
mander of the 76th Precinct and one of New 
York’s fi nest. 

Chairperson Daniel Kummer bestowed 
the accolades at the board’s Nov. 2013 meet-
ing, where district manager Craig Ham-

merman and his assistant Leroy Branch 

shared in the festivities.

The awardees received the recognition 
for consistently going above and beyond in 
their service to the district, stated Stand-
ing O pal Kummer.

“In both cases, we have two excellent 
examples of local service chiefs,” he said, 
adding clean streets and crime reduction 
can make us forget the hard work of our 
uniformed workers. “It’s important that we 
make the time to recognize those that are 
responsible for these essential services that 
improve our quality of life.”

Standing O salutes Deputy Inspector 
Schiff and District Superintendent Pros-
cia. 

Community Board 6 [250 Baltic St. 
at Court Street in Cobble Hill, (718) 643–
3027].

CONEY ISLAND

Gelt for People’s Playground
Hip, hip, hooray to the New York City 

Regional Council for awarding the Alli-

ance for Coney Island a $225,000 grant to 
improve tourism in the one-and-only Coney 
Island. 

The campaign draws tourists by market-
ing and expanding seasonal events and pro-
grams, according to Senate Majority Coali-
tion Leader Jeffrey Klein, who hailed the 
group’s workers.

“I am proud of the awardees who are 
making environmental sustainability and 
long-term job growth a touchstone of their 
success,” he said.

Standing O is especially proud of the Al-
liance for Coney Island for helping to keep 
America’s Playground strong for Brook-
lynites and attractive to visitors. 

Alliance For Coney Island [1000 Surf 

Ave. at W. Eighth Street in Coney Island, 
(718) 594–7895]. 

GREENPOINT

And the Tony goes to...
Brava to Josh Hecht. The borough son 

is directing “The Clearing,” which will run 
off-Broadway at the Theatre at St. Clement’s 
in that other borough across the river, from 
Jan. 15 through Feb. 9.

Josh is also the recipient of the Drama 
Desk Award for “Christine Jorgensen Re-
veals,” and a director of fi rst-run produc-
tions, including “Wearing Lorca’s Bowtie,” 
“Drew Larimore’s Out Of Iceland,” “Bob 
Morris’s Assisted Loving,” and “The DR2 
Anna Ziegler’s BFF,” among many others.

“The Clearing,” written by Jake Jepp-
son and starring Allison Daugherty, Gene 

Gallerano, Brian McManamon and Brian 
Murphy, tells the story of two brothers 
bound together by a terrible secret. 

Josh offi cially hit the big time with this 
Standing O to add to his accomplishments!

“The Clearing” at Theatre at St. Clem-
ent’s [423 W. 46th St. in Manhattan, (212) 
246–7277].

PARK SLOPE

In their ‘Hour’ of need
The do-gooding family at Saint Saviour 

High School has done it again. Students, 
staff, and parents joined together for the 
second consecutive year to donate clothes, 
toys, and other items to Hour Children, 
a compassionate service organization that 
helps incarcerated and formerly incarcer-
ated women and their children to rejoin the 

community and reunite with their fami-
lies.

Sr. Anne Lalley, head of Religious Stud-
ies, organized the drive. 

Standing O is proud to give a shout-out 
to Saint Saviour’s good Samaritans, who 
make sure people are not neglected in their 
hour of need.

St. Saviour High School [588 Sixth St. 
at Eighth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 768–
4406].

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

Rub-a-dub-dub
Three cheers to the Massage Envy Spa 

in Brooklyn Heights for giving the gift of 
relaxation to staffers at PS 8, the Robert 

Fulton School.
Spa workers provided stress-reducing 

chair massages for a teacher appreciation 
event over the holidays, to thank the hard-
working educators for their dedication to 
the next generation.

Spa owner Aaron Jones said it felt 
great to let teachers know just how impor-
tant and appreciated they really are.

“Giving them a few minutes of calm in 
the middle of a busy day is just a small way 
that we can say thank you for all that they 
do,” he said.

In return, Standing O says, “Thank you” 
to the Massage Envy Spa. 

PS 8, the Robert Fulton School [37 Hicks 
St. at Middagh Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 834–6740].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

PROSPECT PARK SOUTH

Residents of the Caton Park Nurs-

ing Home were treated to a Carnegie 
Hall concert without ever leaving the 
borough. 

Students from the Maa Sa Akhi 

Performing Arts Academy in Pros-
pect Park South braved the rain 
and toted over keyboards, speakers, 
drums, and mics to perform an award-
winning holiday concert. 

Assistant director Marilyn An-

toine welcomed all the performers, 
especially her son Jayden, who after 
only three months of lessons is able 
to tickle the ivories and play “Jingle 
Bells.”

“He played with both hands” 
boasted the proud mom, who spread 
the admiration around. “For kids so 
young, it was unbelievable. It was even 

better than Carnegie Hall.”
Seasonal songs and pop favorites 

included “Every Breath You Take,” 
performed by Randy Valcourt, Fred-

eric Renaud, and the Mesasdieu 

twins, Samien and Sebastien, along 
with dad, Samuel. And the Wee Rock 

Band crooned “Ain’t No Mountain 
High Enough,” featuring solos by Mar-

quise Sutton and Akayla Worme. 

The medley had seniors toe-tapping 
along, shared Sutton.

“The kids played pieces that made 
the seniors get from their seats and 
sing along,” she said.

Singing students also delivered 
loads of cheer by handing out beauti-
fully packaged gifts provided by HSBC 

Bank’s Flatbush branch. 
Caton Park Nursing Home [1312 

Caton Ave. at  Rugby Road in Pros-
pect Park South, (718) 693–7000].

MARINE PARK 

‘Madison’ band is a hit
A toot-toot-tootin’ New Year’s 

shout-out to James Madison High 

School Marching Band for bring-
ing musical cheer last month to pa-
tients at Beth Israel Medical Cen-

ter’s Kings Highway Division, 
with a crowd-pleasing holiday con-
cert in the lobby.

James Trybendis, a music 
teacher at the Marine Park school, 
directed his talented musicians 
through rousing renditions of “Jin-
gle Bells,” “Feliz Navidad,” “Santa 
Claus is Coming to Town,” and other 
seasonal favorites.

Welcome committee members, in-
cluding Rabbi Sheldon Goldsmith, 
administrative vice president Rhona 

Hetsrony, patient care services veep 
Marguerite Corda, RN, and Rabbi 

Jacob Hoenig who arranged the an-
nual event, added their sweet voices 
to the merry making.

Beth Israel Medical Center [3201 
Kings Hwy. at New York Avenue in 
Marine Park, (718) 252–3000].

Rockin’ the Jingle Bells at the Center

Apple Core awards of Community Board 6

HO, HO, HO: Nikoa Gaudin, accompanied by Mother Hefen on keyboard, rocks the Caton Park 
Nursing Home during a Christmas concert.
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IS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns

Family
BROOKLYN August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 
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*Leases based on 24 months, include 10,500 mi/yr @ 20¢ after. Lease due @ sign= ($2995 Fusion/Escape, $3995 Edge) customer cash down+1st pymt +$0 security + $645 bank fee = (Escape: $3735, Fusion: $3725, Edge: $4745) +tax, 
tags & DMV fees. Total Pymts/Residual: ‘13 Edge $2520/$18,024, ‘14 Escape $2280/ $15,100.80, ‘14 Fusion $2040/$17,751.75. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Not valid on previous purchase. Offers valid 
with ad. Not resp for typographical errors. Photos for illustration purposes only. Used vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Must  take delivery by  1/31/14. Offers expire 3 days after pub. 

NYCDCA# 1017929
DMV# 7111183

PER MO*
24-Mo Lease
$2995 Due at Signing
$0 Sec. Excl taxes & fees.

COMMERCIAL TRUCK HEADQUARTERS

Sales: 612 86th St at BQE/278, Brooklyn, NY SALES: Mon-Thu: 9-9, Fri: 9-7, Sat: 9-6, Sun: 11-5
Service: 152 58th St, Brooklyn, NY 11220 SERVICE: Mon-Fri: 7-7, Sat: 8-4, Closed Sunday

347.578.7900|www.BayRidgeFord.com

$95 VIN #DBC68452, auto,
4cyl, AM/FM/cd, pwr
str/brks/wind/lks, a/c, 
oof rack, Sync. Includes
$3250 retail cash rebate,
$1000 conquest rebate.
MSRP: $30,040.

VIN #B68959, auto, back-
up camera, 4cyl, 
AM/FM/cd, pwr str/
brks/wind/lks, a/c, Sync. 
Includes $1500 retail cash 
rebate, $1000 conquest 
rebate. MSRP: $23,595.

VIN #369472, auto, 
moonroof, 4cyl, AM/FM/
cd, pwr str/brks/wind/lks, 
a/c, alloy wheels, reverse  
sensing, Sync. Includes 
$1000 retail cash rebate, 
$1000 conquest rebate. 
MSRP: $22,695.

Fusion S FWD

NEW
2014 FORD

Escape S FWD

NEW
2014 FORD

Edge SE FWD

NEW
2013 FORD

$105$85
PER MO*
24-Mo Lease
$2995 Due at Signing
$0 Sec. Excl taxes & fees.

PER MO*
24-Mo Lease
$3995 Due at Signing
$0 Sec. Excl taxes & fees.

2013 FORD F-150 Supercab STX
Vin# G01567, Stk# FT3637, auto, 8cyl,  AM/FM/CD, a/c,
pwr str/brks/lcks,  Includes and must qualify for retail cash rebate
$2250,  Conquest $1000, STX Bonus Cash $1000, Special 
Retail Customer Cash $500, MSRP $36680 BUY FOR

$29,250

2013 FORD Transit Connect XL
Vin#145514, Stk# FT3097, auto, 4cyl, AM/FM/CD,
a/c, pwr str/brks/lcks, Includes  and must qualify
for retail cash rebate $2500, Conquest $1000,
Upfit Rebate $350,  MSRP $23,440 BUY FOR

$18,495

2013 FORD E-250 Cargo Van
Vin#A70869, Stk# FT2976,  auto, 8cyl, AM/FM/CD,a/c, 
pwr str/brks, Commercial Van Package, Includes & must
qualify for retail cash rebate $3000, Conquest $1200,
Upfit Rebate $2500, MSRP $29845 BUY FOR

$23,200
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• ‘Everyone was telling me to 
wake up. I woke up and I was 
making shots.’

• ‘We’ve got to move on, 
get better, and get 
ready to play them.’

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Brooklyn Collegiate and 

guard Willie Barnes turned 
a wild back-and-forth game 
fi lled with long scoring 
runs into a decisive rout 
last Saturday. 

The Lions used a 30-point 
fourth quarter to secure 
a 94–78 home victory over 
Thomas Jefferson in Brook-
lyn Class AA boy’s bas-
ketball. Barnes, who was 
inconsistent early, scored 
nine of his game-high 22 
points in the fi nal frame. 

“The biggest difference 
was Willie Barnes fi nally 
started hitting shots he 
wasn’t hitting early on the 
game,” said Lions coach Ja-
cob Edwards. 

The victory moves 
Brooklyn Collegiate (6–3, 
5–1) into second place in the 
division, but it will have to 
go the rest of the way with-
out star wing Jahlil Tripp. 

The junior, who was 
playing his fi rst game since 
being hit in the right calf 
with a stray bullet in early 
December, slipped taking a 
layup during warm ups and 
broke his left tibia in two 
places.

“It’s really sad to see 
him not play,” said Lions 
junior Craig McKenzie. 
“His fi rst game back and he 
can’t even get on the court. 
It hurts.”   

Barnes allowed his team 
to leave on a happier note. 
His teammates moved the 
ball crisply and fi nally got 
him open looks in the fl ow 
of the offense. He converted 
a three-point play and hit 
consecutive treys to help 
Brooklyn Collegiate take 
a 78–68 lead, the largest 
by any team up until that 

point, with 5:00 remaining 
in the game.

“I realized I had to wake 
up,” Barnes said. “Every-
one was telling me to wake 
up. I woke up and I was 
making shots. They got me 
the ball.”     

His long-range shoot-
ing allowed Brooklyn Col-
legiate to spread the fl oor. 
It opened up the paint for 
drives from big man Da-
vere Creighton (13 points) 
and point guard Cheyenne 
Nettleton (12 points). Jeffer-
son had no answers on both 
ends of the fl oor. 

Brooklyn Collegiate 
lightened up its pressure 
defense and used a zone 

to make the Orange Wave 
(7–4, 4–1) have to execute in 
the half court. Sophomore 
Shamorie Ponds paced Jef-
ferson with 21 points, in-
cluding fi ve three-pointers, 
and star Daqauise Andrews, 
who was under the weather, 
added 13 points. The Orange 
Wave led 47–43 at the half.           

Brooklyn Collegiate’s 
game-changing surge 
started in the third quarter. 
It went on a 6–0 run to close 
the frame behind Craig 
McKenzie (16 points) to take 
a 64–59 lead into the fourth. 
Jefferson failed to respond 
after doing so for much of 
the game.    

“We played three quar-

ters,” said Orange Wave 
coach Lawrence “Bud” Pol-
lard. “In the fourth quarter 
we just gave up. We didn’t 
have enough fi ght in us. 
They had a lot of fi ght. They 
took the game over.”

Brooklyn Collegiate felt 
its experience was the rea-
son it was able to put the 
game away.

“Some of our players have 
been in the situation before,” 
McKenzie said. “A lot of them 
know what to do.” 

BY MICHAEL RANDAZZO
St. Francis College’s 

hopes of making con-
ference history were 
dashed last Saturday in 
a 81–61 defeat by host Co-
lumbia.

The Terriers, looking 
to become the fi rst North-
east Conference team to 
win 10 games entering 
league play, got off to a 
slow start before a defeat 
that snapped St. Fran-
cis’ four-game winning 
streak.  

Columbia rolled to 
an 11–2 lead 4:00 into the 
game. Consecutive three-
pointers by Alex Rosen-
berg and Meiko Lyles 
pushed the Lions’ ad-
vantage to 27–9 midway 
through the fi rst half. An-
other Lyles’s three made it 
45–29 with 2:00 left before 
the break. 

“We had no energy to 
start,” St. Francis coach 
Glenn Braica said. “It was 
one of those games where 
everything was going 
wrong — missing layups, 
every bounce going their 
way.”

Columbia sophomore 
Maodo Lo led all scorers 
with 22 points and Rosen-
berg had 21, including 
four of six shooting from 
behind the arc.

Junior Jalen Cannon 
and senior Ben Mockford 
each scored 11 second-half 
points and fi nished with 
15 apiece for the Terriers, 
who never got closer than 
13 points.

St. Francis (9–6) played 
man to man, it played 
zone, it pressed and it 
used every player on the 
bench. Nothing Braica de-

— Brooklyn Collegiate and guard Willie Barnes on his 
strong fourth quarter against Thomas Jefferson 

— St. Francis coach Glenn Braica on rebound-
ing from a tough loss to face LIU this week 

Continued on page 39

NOT ENOUGH: St. Francis College forward Jalen Cannon scored 
15 points in a loss to Columbia last Saturday. 
 St. Francis College Athletics / JC Ridley

HEAR US ROAR: (Above) Brooklyn Collegiate’s Davere Creighton 
has the ball during the Lions’ win over Thomas Jefferson on Jan. 4. 
(Right) Collegiate’s Adrian Williams plans his next move. 
 Photos by Steve Solomonson

St. Francis 
misses a chance 

at history 

Brooklyn Collegiate 
routs rival Jefferson 
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The New Year cer-
tainly wasn’t a 
happy one for two 

of Brooklyn’s best bas-
ketball players trying to 
return from injuries. 

Long Island Univer-
sity forward Julian Boyd 
and Brooklyn Collegiate 
wing Jahlil Tripp saw 
their seasons ended in-
stead of restarted. 

Boyd, a graduate stu-
dent, again tore his an-
terior cruciate ligament 
in non-contact drills on 
Dec. 26 as the Blackbirds 
prepared to play Texas 
State. It is the same knee 
Boyd injured against 
Rice in December 2012.

A day later, Brook-
lyn Collegiate star Jahlil 
Tripp was set to return to 
action after being struck 
in his right calf by a stray 
bullet in early Decem-
ber. He was suited up and 
ready, but just minutes be-
fore game time he slipped 
taking a layup during 
warm ups and broke his 
left tibia in two places. 
Tripp will miss the re-
mainder of the season. 

“It was hard to see,” 
Lions junior Willie 
Barnes said.        

It is the kind of news 
in both cases that hits 
home and reminds you 
that life can be as unfair 
and cruel and as it is giv-
ing and exhilarating. 
The timing, especially 
around the holidays, just 
seemed to make it worse.

You can’t help but feel 
for the two, who worked 
so hard to come back and 
were unable to enjoy the 
fruits of their labor. 

The original hope was 
to have Boyd in uniform, 
even in a limited capac-
ity for conference play, 
which opened on Jan. 
9 in Brooklyn Heights 
against rival St. Francis 
College. Boyd return-
ing for that game would 
have been special.   

Boyd, who missed 
the 2009–10 season with 

a heart condition, was 
destined to at least make 
a very good living play-
ing professionally over-
seas and take a run at 
the NBA. But all of that 
just got a lot harder.  

“He was determined 
to make it back on the 
court in whatever capac-
ity he could,” Blackbirds 
coach Jack Perri said. 
“He has such an incred-
ible work ethic that you 
thought if anyone could 
do it, he could. I just 
can’t help but feel sick 
with all that he has gone 
through and had to deal 
with over his career.”

Tripp, who has schol-
arship offers from Man-
hattan and Quinnipiac, 
was looking to take 
his career to the next 
level and attract more 
schools. He and his vet-
eran Brooklyn Collegiate 
team were supposed to 
challenge Abraham Lin-
coln for a city title. It still 
might, but having Tripp 
in the line up could be 
the difference between a 
trip to the fi nal and fall-
ing short. 

“The kid deserves 
to be out here on the 
court,” said Thomas Jef-
ferson coach Lawrence 
“Bud” Pollard. “He’s a 
good kid. It is just luck. 
It’s just bad luck.”

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Brooklyn teams made 

their presence felt in the 
city’s volleyball landscape 
this year, and here we honor 
the programs and individu-
als who made the biggest 
impact in girls’ volleyball. 

Midwood reached the 
Public School Athletic 
League’s Class A fi nal for 
the fi rst time since 2001. 
Fort Hamilton, which beat 
the Hornets at tournaments 
throughout the season, took 
home its second-straight 
PSAL Class B crown. Font-
bonne Hall made it to the 
Catholic High School Ath-
letic Association Brook-
lyn-Queens Division I fi nal 
for the fi rst time in three 
years. Poly Prep and Brook-
lyn Tech made semifi nal 
appearances in the private 
school state tournament 
and the PSAL respectively, 
and St. Edmund was the 
Brooklyn-Queens Division 
II runner up. 

Here are the people who 
excelled most on the court 
this season:        

All-Brooklyn Player of 

the Year: Elisabet Genis, 
Midwood

The four-year varsity 
starter has been among the 
city’s elite players through-
out her career. Midwood 
coach Thomasina Lenzi’s 
style of moving players 
around the court allows 
Genis, predominantly a set-
ter, to fl ourish. She recorded 
116 assists, 36 digs, and 37 
aces in PSAL play this sea-
son and always gave the ex-
tra effort on the court. Genis 
pumped out 12 assists in the 
Hornets’ semifi nal win over 
rival Susan Wagner.  

All-Brooklyn Coach of 

the Year: Richard Sherry, 
Fort Hamilton 

Sherry has pushed the 
Tigers into the upper ech-
elon of girls’ volleyball pro-
grams in New York City 
after just seven seasons of 
existence. Fort Hamilton 
won its second-straight 
PSAL Class B title this 
year with hopes of compet-

ing for one at the highest 
level next season. Along 
the way, Fort Hamilton 
beat teams like Midwood, 
Fontbonne Hall and Susan 
Wagner. Fort Hamilton 
is a program on the rise 
thanks to Sherry’s willing 
to go the extra mile to help 
players improve.   

All-Brooklyn Girls’ 

Volleyball First Team:  
MH Marlena Budna, 

Fort Hamilton 
Few players can change 

a game the way Bunda can. 
The 6-foot-1 junior is a dom-
inant force around the net. 
She recorded 154 kills, 72 
blocks and 29 digs in PSAL 
play. Bunda made oppo-
nents think twice about at-
tacking the net.  

MH Gillian Chan, Poly 
Prep 

The senior had big shoes 

to fi ll with the graduation 
of Jackie Kennedy, and did 
so seamlessly. Chan was 
the Blue Devils’ best player 
at the net, and was usually 
on the sharp end of most of 
the team’s big points. She 
helped lead Poly Prep to the 
New York State Associa-
tion of Independent Schools 
Athletic Association semi-
fi nals. 

OH Alexandra Gordon, 
Midwood

Gordon’s athleticism 
was easy to see. The senior 
was the Hornets’ most con-
sistent hitter, usually get-
ting up high to bring down 
booming kills and was also 
quick to dig out tough balls. 
Gordon also compiled 41 
aces in PSAL play, adding 
to the ways she helped her 
team.    

MH Emily Greenstein, 

Fontbonne Hall 
The sophomore was one 

of the pleasant surprises 
of the 2013 campaign. She 
emerged as the Bonnies’ 
best offensive force after se-
nior Kristen Sullivan. Her 
big arm and athleticism 
mean Fontbonne’s future is 
bright.   

MH Victoria Plonski, 
Brooklyn Tech  

Plonski, a sophomore, 
is one of the city’s best 
young players. She helped 
lead Brooklyn Tech to the 
program’s fi rst ever PSAL 
Class A semifi nals while 
displaying an array of 
skills. Plonski recorded 86 
kills, 15 blocks and 36 aces 
in league play.  

OH Sarina Rozek, Fort 
Hamilton

Rozek, a senior, was one 

All-Brooklyn girls’ 
volleyball honors 

No holiday 
cheer for two 

top hoops stars 

Continued on page 39

GAME, SET, MATCH: (Clockwise from above) 
Brooklyn Tech’s Victoria Plonski, one of the 
city’s best young players, blocks a shot by 
Cardoza’s Alyssa McAdam. Setter Elisabet 
Genis is the All-Brooklyn Player of the Year 
for her help in leading Midwood to the Public 
School league’s Class A fi nal. From left, Fort 
Hamilton coach — and Coach of the Year — 
Richard Sherry accepts the championship 
plaque from commissioner Tomas Baez. 
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Khadeen Carrington 

and Bishop Loughlin came 
up just short on Tuesday. 

The Seton Hall-bound 
guard poured in a game-
high 36 points, but had a 
potential game-tying three-
pointer in the closing sec-
onds of the Lions’ 86–83 loss 
to host Cardinal Hayes in 
Catholic High School Ath-
letic Association Class AA 
boys basketball. Carrington 
got a deep, but straight-on 
open look — but he mis-
judged how much time he 
had to take it, and it hit off 
the front rim.

“I think I just short 
armed it,” Carrington said. 
“I didn’t know how open I 
was, so I just kind of shot it 
quick.”

He and his team were 
only in the position to tie 
thanks to a frantic fourth 
quarter comeback in what 
was a back-and-forth battle 

between two of the league’s 
top teams. Loughlin trailed 
83–73 with 2:11 to play in the 
game after Hayes (9–0, 8–0) 
was able to score quickly 
in transition. Carrington 
responded by tallying six 
straight points as Hayes 

missed free throws and 
committed key turnovers.

Consecutive layups by 
Khalik Howe put Loughlin 
down just 84–83 with 22 sec-
onds left in the game. Hayes 
star Shavar Newkirk, who 
scored 19 of his 24 points 
in the second half, made 
two free throws with nine 
seconds left to go. That left 
the Lions (8–3, 5–1) need-
ing a three-pointer to force 
overtime. Carrington just 
wasn’t able to get it in. 

“He makes that shot in 
practice,” Loughlin coach 
Ed Gonzalez said. “He was 
just a little short. Who bet-
ter to take the last shot than 
your best player?”

Gonzalez was not happy 
with his team’s defensive 
effort as fi ve Hayes play-
ers scored in double digits, 
but he did like that they 
shot 28 of 31 from the free 
throw line. He also watched 
Javian Delacruz step up in 

the second half with Rut-
gers-bound guard Mike 
Williams (13 points) in foul 
trouble. Delacruz scored 
14 points and connected on 
four three-pointers to help 
open up the diving lanes.  

“He spread them out,” 
Gonzalez said. “When we 
are hitting on all cylinders 
we are a tough team to de-
fend.”

Loughlin, which reached 
the CHSAA city title game 
last year, has lost its last 
three meetings against 
Hayes. Carrington called 
it a tough defeat to swal-
low. He and his teammates 
know if they see the Cardi-
nals again, it will be deep 
into a playoff run. 

Carrington wants to 
ready for that moment next 
time he is called on with the 
game on the line.

“I think I’m about to go 
the gym now, to tell you the 
truth,” Carrington said.     

KILLER SHOT: Fort Hamilton senior Sarina Rozek goes for a 
kill against Riverdale-Kingsbridge in the Public School Athletic 
League Class B fi nal. Photo by Yinghao Luo

of the biggest reasons for 
Fort Hamilton’s rise to 
prominence. She’s been 
the glue for the Tigers 
over her four years. Rozek 
tallied 148 kills, 77 digs 
and 31 aces in PSAL play. 

MH Aleksandra Ry-
shina, Midwood

The senior’s contribu-
tions didn’t always show 
up in the stat sheets. Ry-
shina was an imposing 
presence around the net 
and big part of a talented 
front line. She and Alex-
andra Gordon formed a 
dynamic hitting duo.   

OH Kristen Sullivan, 
Fontbonne Hall

The senior is one of the 
city’s hardest working and 
determined players. Sulli-
van was the Bonnies’ most 
productive and feared hit-
ter. She was a leader and 
an example to the club’s 
younger players. Sullivan 
had 10 kills and 16 digs in 
a diocesan fi nal loss.   

S Katherine Vaskev-
ich, Brooklyn Tech

Vaskevich, a ju-
nior, was the engine for 
Brooklyn Tech. The two-
year starter spread the 
ball around brilliantly 
throughout the season, 
but knew when to feed 

the hot hand. Vaskev-
ich posted 164 assists in 
league play, including 21 
in a quarterfi nal win over 
Bronx Science, and also 
had 33 aces. 

L Shannon Twomey, 
Poly Prep

Twomey fi lled in admi-
rably for graduated libero 
Kerri Saputo. The senior 
made all the hustle plays 
and helped Poly be one of 
the city’s better defensive 
teams. Twomey was a big 
reason for the Blue Dev-
ils’ late surge and run to 
the New York State As-
sociation of Independent 
Schools Athletic Associa-
tion semifi nals.  

All-Brooklyn Honor-

able Mention

RS Michaela Appel, 
Midwood 

S Kayse Brown, Bishop 
Loughlin

S Erin Blum, St. Ed-
mund 

OH Francesca Castel-
lano, Fontbonne Hall 

OH Monique Cham-
bers, Van Arsdale 

S Flora Gallina Jones, 
Poly Prep

S Morgan Henderson, 
Leon Goldstein

OH/L Alexandra Ki-
osse, Brooklyn Tech

RS Stefanie Rozek, 
Fort Hamilton 

S Julia Yu, New 
Utrecht 

Continued from page 38 

Volleyball

vised could slow down 
Rosenberg, Lo or Co-
lumbia’s up-tempo and 
unselfi sh attack. Colum-
bia’s Isaac Cohen — who 
led all players with 14 
boards — snatched the 
rebound and shoveled in 
a put-back at the buzzer 
to give Columbia a com-
manding 50–33 halftime 
lead.

“It’s a tough matchup 
for some of our young 
guys who are not used 
to guarding stuff like 
that,” Braica said. 

Columbia (9–6) bested 
St. Francis in every way. 
It out-scored them from 
outside by hitting 45.5 
percent of its threes (10 
of 22), compiling 15 as-
sists to just four for the 
Terriers. Columbia also 
shot 23 of 28 from the 
free throw line.

“We do a good job of 
moving — cutting hard 
— because that gets 
other guys open,” Rosen-
berg said. 

Despite Braica’s ef-
forts to regroup, Colum-
bia had no intention of 
letting up after inter-

mission. Behind seven 
points by Lo and two free 
throws by sophomore 
Grant Mullins, the Li-
ons scored the fi rst nine 
points of the second half 
and sprinted to a 59–33 
lead, the largest of the 
game.

There is little time  
for the Terriers squad 
to lick its wounds. 
Northeast Conference 
play began this Thurs-
day against visiting 
Long Island University 
in the first of two meet-
ings.

“It’s now 0–0 [in the 
conference],” said Bra-
ica of the upcoming Bat-
tle of Brooklyn. “We’ve 
got to move on, get bet-
ter in practice and get 
ready to play them.”

He remains confi -
dent in his squad despite 
them not being able to 
earn a place in the his-
tory books. In goes into 
conference play with 
a win over Miami and 
near upset of a nation-
ally ranked Syracuse.  

“We’ve had it good,” 
Braica said. “If you 
looked at it before this 
season, the games we 
had to play, we’ve done 
very well.”

Continued from page 37 

History

Loughlin falls to Hayes

Nets guard Alan Anderson defends against Atlanta Hawks point 
guard Jeff Teague at the Barclays Center on Jan. 6, when Brook-
lyn’s home team defeated the Hawks 91–86. AP / Kathy Willens

En garde!

NOT ENOUGH: Khadeen Car-
rington scored 36 points for 
Bishop Loughlin in a loss to 
Cardinal Hayes. 
 Photo by William Thomas
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2282 ATLANTIC  
AVENUE LLC, a  
domestic LLC, currently  
known as 2272  
ATLANTIC AVENUE LLC,  
filed with the SSNY on  
9/13/13. Office location:  
Kings County. SSNY is  
designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to Luis  
Campoverde, 2282  
Atlantic Ave., Brooklyn,  
NY 11233. General  
Purpose.

BFC St George Hotel  
LLC Arts. of Org. filed  
with SSNY 12/11/2013.  
Off. Loc.: Kings Cnty.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC whom  
process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process  
to: c/o The LLC, 150  
Myrtle Avenue, 2nd  
Floor, Brooklyn, NY  
11201. Purpose: all  
lawful activities.

BUNNY HILL LLC, Arts.  
of Org. filed with the  
SSNY on 11/12/2013.  
Office loc: Kings County.  
SSNY has been designat- 
ed as agent upon whom  
process against the LLC  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail process to:  
81-08 15th Ave., Dyker  
Heights, NY 11228. Pur- 
pose: Any Lawful Pur- 
pose.

CLZ EVERGREEN LLC, a  
domestic LLC, filed with  
the SSNY on 9/10/13.  
Office location: Kings  
County. SSNY is desig- 
nated as agent upon  
whom process against  
the LLC may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process  
to The LLC, 742 68th St.,  
Brooklyn, NY 11220.  
General Purpose.

Erin Goodman LLC.  
Arts. of Org. filed with  
SSNY on 09/23/13. Off.  
Loc.: Kings Co. SSNY  
desig. as agt. upon  
whom process may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to: The LLC, 110  
Livingston St., Brooklyn,  
NY 11201.  The reg. agt.  
is Erin Marie Goodman,  
at the same address.  
General Purposes.

H & LE REALTY LLC, a  
domestic LLC, filed with  
the SSNY on 11/5/13.  
Office location: Kings  
County. SSNY is desig- 
nated as agent upon  
whom process against  
the LLC may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process  
to The LLC, 1127 61st  
St., Brooklyn, NY 11219.  
General Purpose.

JLC MERC LLC, a  
domestic LLC, filed with  
the SSNY on 11/27/13.  
Office location: Kings  
County. SSNY is  
designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to John J. Vento  
CPA, P.C., 95 New Dorp  
Ln., Staten Island, NY  
10306. General Purpose.

JS 36 REALTY  
HOLDINGS LLC, a  
domestic LLC, filed with  
the SSNY on 12/9/2013.  
Office location: Kings  
County. SSNY is  
designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to Joseph  
Shamma, 620 Ave. W.,  
Brooklyn, NY 11223.  
General Purpose.

MY LITTLE SUNSHINE  
CHILD CARE LLC, a do- 
mestic LLC, filed with the  
SSNY on 11/19/13. Of- 
fice location: Kings  
County. SSNY is desig- 
nated as agent upon  
whom process against  
the LLC may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process  
to The LLC, 141 India  
St., Apt. 2, Brooklyn, NY  
11222. General Purpose.

Name of LLC: 283  
Sackett Street, LLC.   
Arts. of Org. filed with NY  
Dept. of State: 11/12/13.   
Office location: Kings  
County.   Sec. of State  
designated agent of LLC  
upon whom process  
against it may be served  
and shall mail process to:  
3006 Quentin Rd.,  
Brooklyn, NY 11229.   
Purpose: any lawful ac- 
tivity.

Name of LLC: GUSTI D’  
ITALIA LLC.  Arts. of Org.  
filed with NY Dept. of  
State: 11/25/13.  Office  
loc.: Kings Co.  Sec. of  
State designated agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served  
and shall mail process to:  
Business Filings Inc.,  
187 Wolf Rd., Ste. 101,  
Albany, NY 12205, regd.  
agt. upon whom process  
may be served.  Purpose:  
any lawful act.

NEW CITI 86 LLC, a do- 
mestic LLC, filed with the  
SSNY on 11/1/13. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY is designated as  
agent upon whom pro- 
cess against the LLC may  
be served. SSNY shall  
mail process to The LLC,  
31 Bay 17th St., Brook- 
lyn, NY 11214. General  
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

113 FREEMAN LLC, a  
domestic LLC, filed with  
the SSNY on 12/24/13.  
Office location: Kings  
County. SSNY is desig- 
nated as agent upon  
whom process against  
the LLC may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process  
to The LLC, 48 W. 48th  
St., Ste. 401, NY, NY  
10036. General Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

DOT DASH LLC, Arts. of  
Org. filed with the SSNY  
on 12/06/2013. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY has been  
designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to: Christopher  
Cheap and Julie Cheap,  
205 Clinton Ave.  10d,  
Brooklyn , NY 11205.  
Purpose: Any Lawful  
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

KYLYM LLC. Arts. of  
Org. filed with SSNY on  
03/27/13. Off. Loc.:  
Kings Co. SSNY desig. as  
agt. upon whom process  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail process to: The  
LLC, 1940 Ocean Ave.,  
Apt. 1C, Brooklyn, NY  
11230. General  
Purposes.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF APPLICA- 
TION for Authority of  70  
BATTERY PARK LLC, a 

Notice of Formation of  
BFC/ST. GEORGE LLC  
Arts. of Org. filed with  
Secy. of State of NY  
(SSNY) on 11/25/13.  
Office location: Kings  
County.  SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process  
to Corporation Service  
Co., 80 State St., Albany,  
NY 12207-2543.  
Purpose: Any lawful  
activity. 

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
OF LIMITED LIABILITY  
COMPANY. NAME: 1429  
70th STREET LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
were filed with the  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
12/13/13. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY has been  
designated as agent of  
the LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail a  
copy of process to the  
LLC, c/o Robert Littera,  
10 Saddle Brook Court,  
Dix Hills, New York  
11746. Purpose: For any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

foreign limited liability  
company (LLC).  Applica- 
tion for Authority filed  
with Secretary of State of  
New York (SSNY) on  
11/20/2013. LLC orga- 
nized in Delaware on  
11/18/2013.  Office lo- 
cation: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: The  
LLC, 4611-12th Avenue,  
Suite 1L, Brooklyn, NY  
11219. Office address in  
jurisdiction of organiza- 
tion: 2711 Centerville  
Road, Ste 400, Wilming- 
ton, 19808.  Copy of Ar- 
ticles of Organization on  
file with Secy. Of State of  
Delaware, 401 Federal St  
#3, Dover, DE 19901.   
Purpose of LLC: any law- 
ful act or activity.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
Sterling Place 2013 LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 4/10/2013. Office  
location: Kings County. 

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
LADY JUNE, L.L.C.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 10/28/2013. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: The  
LLC, 860 Saint Johns  
Place, Brooklyn, NY  
11216. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
FRENCH ‘ ENCAS LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 10/16/2013. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: C/O  
United States Corporation  
Agents, Inc., 7014 13th  
Floor, Suite 202,  
Brooklyn, NY 11228.  
Purpose: any lawful  
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
CAKE MAN EVENTS LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 07/09/2013. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: The  
LLC, 2914 Atlantic  
Avenue, Brooklyn, NY  
11207. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to:  
Robert Wilson 363  
Atlantic Ave Brooklyn, NY  
11217. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
NEW EDEN FARMS, LLC.  
Articles of Organization 

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
BOROUGHS OF DEAD  
LLC. Articles of  
Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
06/28/2013. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: The  
LLC, 826 43rd St., #13,  
Brooklyn, NY 11232.  
Purpose: any lawful  
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: APPLIED  
SAFETY LLC. Articles of  
Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
12/14/2007. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: THE LLC, 562  
Irving Avenue, Brooklyn,  
NY 11237. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: ANGOY  
LLC. Articles of Organiza- 
tion filed with Secretary  
of State of New York  
(SSNY) on 08/26/2013.  
Office location: Kings  
County. SSNY designated  
as agent of LLC upon  
whom process against it  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail copy of pro- 
cess to: Lumumba An- 
goy, 3500 Snyder Ave- 
nue, 7E, Brooklyn, NY  
11203. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 11/04/2013. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to:  
Corporation Services  
Company, 80 State St.,  
Albany, NY 12207.  
Purpose: any lawful  
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name: 

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: KON  
DEF LLC. Articles of Or- 
ganization filed with Sec- 
retary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
09/12/2013. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: Konstantin Vi- 
lenchitz, 10 Stratford  
Road, Suite #12J, Brook- 
lyn, NY 11218. Purpose:  
any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: EULEN- 
SPIEGEL SOFTWARE  
LLC. Articles of Organiza- 
tion filed with Secretary  
of State of New York  
(SSNY) on 09/25/2013.  
Office location: Kings  
County. SSNY designated  
as agent of LLC upon  
whom process against it  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail copy of pro- 
cess to: EULENSPIEGEL  
SOFTWARE LLC, 442  
47th Street, #2, Brook- 
lyn, New York, 11220.  
Purpose: any lawful pur- 
pose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: LAURA  
MORGAN LLC. Articles of  
Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
11/19/2013. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: C/O Pat G  
Wright CPA, 330 East  
19th Street #7, Brooklyn,  
NY 11226 . Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

TOPSCOPE TUTOR, LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 07/23/2013. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: C/O  
United States Corporation  
Agents, Inc., 7014 13th  
Avenue, Suite 202,  
Brooklyn, NY 11228.  
Purpose: any lawful  
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of  
RSG-SHEF 298  
WEIRFIELD LLC Arts. of  
Org. filed with Secy. of  
State of NY (SSNY) on  
11/22/13. Office  
location: Kings County.   
Princ. office of LLC: c/o  
Mack Real Estate Group,  
60 Columbus Circle,  
20th Fl., NY, NY 10023.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to the LLC at the  
addr. of its princ. office.  
Purpose: Any lawful  
activity. 

ROCK THE AUDITION  
LLC, a domestic LLC,  
filed with the SSNY on  
10/15/13. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
is designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to Sheri Sanders,  
160 Schermerhorn St.,  
Unit 827, Brooklyn, NY  
11201. General Purpose.

PJC RESTAURANT,  
LLC, a domestic LLC,  
filed with the SSNY on  
10/30/13. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
is designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to C/O Pierre  
Cournot, 200 Mercer St.,  
Apt. 1-C, NY, NY 10012.  
General Purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of SCHONE DESIGN LLC.  
Art. of Org. filed w/Secy.  
of State of NY (SSNY) on  
3/25/13. Office location:  
Kings County. SSNY des- 
ignated as agent for ser- 
vice of process. SSNY  
shall mail process to 571  
10 St. #3, Bklyn, NY  
11215. Purpose: Any  
lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of  
NAH GROUP, LLC Arts. of  
Org. filed with Secy. of  
State of NY (SSNY) on  
12/31/13. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County.  SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process  
to Corporation Service  
Co., 80 State St., Albany,  
NY 12207-2543. Pur- 
pose: Any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
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Notice of Formation of  
The Goodly Group, LLC.   
Arts. of Org. filed with NY  
Dept. of State on  
8/26/13.  Office location:  
Kings County.  Sec. of  
State designated agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served  
and shall mail process to:  
The LLC, 365 Bridge St.,  
Apt. 9D, Brooklyn, NY  
11201, principal  
business address.   
Purpose: any lawful  
activity.

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of  
ST. JAMES REALTY NY  
LLC Arts. of Org. filed  
with the Sect’y of State of  
NY (SSNY) on  
10/11/2011. Office loca- 
tion, County of Kings.  
The street address is:  
275 Moriches Rd,. St.  
James NY. SSNY has  
been designated as  
agent of the LLC upon  
whom process against it  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail process to: c/o  
St. James Realty NY LLC,  
1035 East 27th St.,  
Brooklyn NY 11210. Pur- 
pose: any lawful act.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LAW OFFICES OF  
JAMES PINCOW, PLLC,  
a Prof. LLC. Arts. of Org.  
filed with the SSNY on  
07/30/2013. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
has been designated as  
agent upon whom pro- 
cess against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to: 250 Lorraine  
St., Brooklyn, NY 11231.  
Purpose: To Practice the  
profession of Law.

CALL

TO ADVERTISE HERE
718 260 2555

Need a Hand ?

Check out our

Handyman
Section 

To get 

The Help 

You’ve been 

Waiting For!

To 
advertise  

your 

SCHOOL or 
EDUCATION  
PROGRAM

call
718.260.2555
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Syrian
Jewelry Box
With legs & key

Only
$2999

Reg. $44.99

Glass 
Water 
Pitcher 

Moroccan
Tea Pot
Handcrafted 
Traditional Design

Only
$3999

Reg. $49.99

Handcrafted 
Traditional 

Design

Moroccan 
Tea Pot

From Lebanon

Copper 
Turkish 
Coffee Pot 

Hand Crafted
Ceramic
Plate
Only
$2499

Reg. $29.99

From Palestine

Pilot
Bidet

Only
$4499

Reg. $65.99

For Better
Hygiene

Moroccan
6 Piece
Glass Set
Only
$1499

Reg. $19.99

Stainless Steel
Espresso
Coffee Pot

in many sizes

Beautiful Quaranic
Embroidered Flag
or Wall Hanging

Stainless Steel
Whistling 
Tea Kettle

$849

Only

We guarantee all of our meats, poultry and much more arrive fresh daily! Never frozen, like in other supermarkets! 

Sale Dates: 1-10-14 thru 1-17-14

7128 5TH Ave.
Between Ovington and 72nd street

718-567-2252
OPEN 7 DAYS: 9 AM–10 PM

World of Olives

Green French Olives 
Black French Olives 

with Herbs
Green Olives 

stuffed with Pimento
Stuffed Grape Leaves 
Fresh Pickled Turnips

Greek Kalamata Olives
Stuffed Eggplant 

with Walnuts & Garlic 
And Many More

World of Dried Fruits 

World of Grains World of Nuts
Fresh Roasted, Salted and Raw 

Dried Pitted Prunes
Dried Turkish Figs

Dried Apricots
Dried Cranberries

Fresh Medjool Dates
and Many More

Hazelnuts
Corn Nuts
Cashews
Almonds
Pecans

Pistachios
Walnuts

And Many More 

Sliced Almonds
Raw Pistachios

Whole Green Candamon
Pignoli Lentils

Cracked Wheat (Burghol)
Old Fashioned 

Rolled Oats
And Many More

SHOP BETTER - EAT FRESH - ALWAYS HALAL!

All Natural Halal Poultry;
Only at Balady!

We gladly accept phone orders for meats and groceries!

We Accept:  Food Stamps - All Credit Cards

Sale Dates: 1-10-14 thru 1-17-14

EVERYTHING SOLD BY BULK WEIGHT


