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BY MEGAN RIESZ
The mayor’s new guard-

house has already landed 
him in the doghouse.

A mini-police fortress 
installed on the road in 
front of Mayor DeBlasio’s 
Park Slope townhouse (at 
left) is the latest in a series 
of heavy-duty security mea-
sures that has some neigh-

bors eager to see the First 
Family pack up and leave 
already.

“It is an eyesore,” 
seethed next-door neighbor 
Lourdes Leong, referring 
to the security shack. “I 
thought he already moved 
to Gracie Mansion — why 
does it take so long?”

The Sloper-in-chief an-

nounced on Dec. 12 that he 
and his family would make 
the move from their three-
story pad to the city-owned 
mansion in Manhattan, but 
has not yet declared a date 
for the big schlep, leaving 
neighbors to deal with fre-
quent closures of the 11th 
Street block between Sixth 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
People’s Playground leaders 

say a new facility for the hearing-
impaired on Surf Avenue is vio-
lating the amusement district’s 
building codes — but the center’s 
founders say they just want a fair 
hearing.

Coney advocates claim that 
the new Deaf and Wellness Rec-
reation Center under construc-
tion at the corner of W. 12th Street 
runs afoul of zoning regulations, 
which allows only for entertain-
ment-related businesses. 

The space has been under con-
struction since summer 2013, and 
the center’s website promises yoga 
and tai-chi classes for deaf and 
mute clients, along with  excur-
sions to Atlantic City and Brook-
lyn Cyclones’ games . The site even 
advertises trips to  Astroland, the 
famed Sodom by the Sea funzone 
shuttered in 2008 . But opponents 
of the center allege that none of 
that falls within the city statutes, 
which were designed to bring in 
retail catering to beachgoers and 
amusement park visitors.

“That’s not a legitimate use. It’s 
got to be predominantly arts and 

BY COLIN MIXSON
Locals with questions 

for the police about the post-
Christmas chaos at Kings 
Plaza Shopping Center got 
mozzarella sticks instead of 
answers at the Dec. 30 meet-
ing of the 63rd Precinct 
Community Council, and 
local leaders are complain-
ing of a cover-up.

The fi nal community 
council gathering of 2013 
was more of a party than a 
meeting for the community 
residents who showed at the 
festively decorated John 
Malone Community Center 
four days after hundreds of 
teens ran rampant through 
the nearby mall, fi ghting 

Continued on page 7
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Cops cuff ‘knockout’ suspect after beating spree
BY COLIN MIXSON

Cops busted a 35-year-old 
Brownsville man suspected in a 
string of ambush attacks across 
Brooklyn that were supposedly part 
of the so-called “knockout game.”

The suspect, Barry Baldwin, 
has been charged with allegedly 
cold-cocking fi ve women — two 
of whom were over 70 years old — 
across three neighborhoods, ac-
cording to a spokesman for District 
Attorney Ken Thompson.

The 35-year-old tough guy, who 
would allegedly creep up behind 
his female victims before punching 
them in the back of the head, is also 
the main suspect in two additional 
attack attempts — one of which 
cops say was a pathetic whiff.

But the city is prosecuting Bald-
win only for attacks in which he 
was allegedly able to make contact 
and actually physically harm a 
woman, according a complaint re-
port obtained from the Brooklyn 
District Attorney’s Offi ce.

The fi rst attack attributed to 
Baldwin occurred on Avenue L in 
Midwood on Nov. 9, when the sus-
pect allegedly attacked a 78-year-

Continued on page 10
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WATCH: A cop mans the new 
booth outside the mayor’s 
home.  Photo by Steve Schnibbe

Locals: Mall cover-up

Biz gives 
Coney a 

bellyache
PUNCHED OUT

Cop box on DeBlasio’s block

To the net
The Nets’ Paul Pierce drives past Golden State Warriors’ Klay Thompson during the fi rst half of the NBA  game on 
Wednesday at the Barclays Center. Brooklyn’s home team won the game 102–98.  Associated Press / Frank Franklin II
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BY MEGAN RIESZ
The state is set to dig the 

toxic dirt out from around 
the Gowanus Batcave, the 
hulking former subway 
powerhouse a millionaire 
wants to turn into an arts 
complex, but a more press-
ing problem is keeping out 
urban adventurers, the rich 
guy’s spokeswoman said. 

The announcement of a 
plan for a clean-up of the lot 
on Third Avenue between 
Carroll and Third streets is 
the fi rst major step towards 
breathing new life into the 
abandoned building since 
Joshua Rechnitz, the phi-
lanthropist behind  a failed 
bid to build a cycling track 
in Brooklyn Bridge Park , 
bought it in 2012. The De-
partment of Environmental 
Conservation’s plan out-
lines how it would scoop 
up and cart off the lead, 
mercury, and other nasty 
toxins that make the place 
hazardous to human health 
and the building needs ma-
jor structural work. But 
since the purchase, the new 
owner’s main challenge has 
been keeping out the tres-
passers who have made the 
brick structure a destina-
tion over the last decade, 
according to spokeswoman 
Maureen Connelly.

“We have spent the last 
year securing the building 
from squatters,” Connelly 
said.

The lot has been home to 
a coal-fi red power station, a 
paper mill, and an electri-
cal power station over the 
past 125 years — and has 
the heavy metals and coal 
tar to prove it. But it has sat 
abandoned since the 1990s 
and has become a beacon 
to transients, graffi ti writ-
ers, and punk rockers who 
have alternately used it as 
a crash pad, a canvas, and 
a venue. The mid-2000s saw 
plans for a high-rise luxury 
development called Gow-
anus Village on the site fall 
through around the time of 
the economic collapse, but 
Rechnitz may have gotten 
more than he bargained for 
when he bought the place 
for $7 million with plans to 
turn it into some kind of art 
center.

Throughout the sum-
mer leading up to, and 
even three days after the 
purchase, the cavernous 
space played host to a se-
ries of generator-powered 
shows and word-of-mouth 
parties, the news website 
 Gothamist reported . Nor 
did the intrusions stop once 
the new owner had sealed 

the doors and bricked up 
the windows. Obsessed ur-
ban explorers cut through 
fences for a look at the 
heavily photographed post-
industrial ruin, prompting 
Rechnitz to hire round-the-
clock security, according to 
Connelly.

The visits have slowed to 
a trickle in recent months, 
she said.

“We have had instances 
of young people age 14 to 
25 — some with backpacks, 
some with cameras — over 
the summer, but now that 
construction to stabilize 
the building has begun, it 
really is unsafe,” she said.

The bike-loving heir is 
tight-lipped about what his 
project will entail, but Con-
nelly said the ground and 
building need heavy-duty 
work before an architect 
can even begin to lay out 
Rechnitz’s vision.

Locals say the art space 
would be a welcome addi-
tion to the neighborhood.

“The plan for this prop-
erty, if successful would 
further prove that Gowanus 
is a place for investment,” 
said Paul Basile, president 
of the Gowanus Alliance.

The state is taking pub-
lic comments on its clean-
up plan until Feb. 17.

Abandoned building to get state scrub-down

KEEP OUT: The Gowanus Batcave used to be an underground party haven, but building owner Joshua 
Rechnitz is intent on keeping trespassers out. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Gowanus Batcave 
to get a cleanup
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#1: Bill DeBlasio 
and LICH

In mid-July 2013, Bill De-
Blasio was  getting arrested 
doing civil disobedience  to 
draw attention to the state’s 
attempt to close Long Is-
land College Hospital and, 
according to him, sell the 
prime real estate it sits on 
to a luxury developer.

Fighting hospital clo-
sures was one of the signa-
ture issues of DeBlasio’s 
campaign. But pointing out 
that Gov. Cuomo pulls the 
strings at the state health 
department and the State 
University of New York, 
which were bent on shutter-
ing the place, was not in his 
vocabulary.

Five days before his 
landslide November win, 
DeBlasio  refused to di-
vulge what the governor 
has been saying about 
the 155-year-old Cobble 
Hill hospital’s fate behind 
closed doors . But in De-
cember, the state decided 
to hold off on considering 
a plan to turn the medical 
center into condos, offer-
ing to hand the keys over 
to the city instead.

The ball is in the freshly-
minted mayor’s court. In 
2014, with the governor’s 
goodwill at stake and a 
whole city’s problems com-
peting for his attention, 
will DeBlasio fi nish what 
he started with the hobbled 
hospital, or will he let the 
issue languish now that his 
progressive pledges have 
carried him to City Hall? 

#2: DA Kenneth 
Thompson

Brooklyn’s fi rst black 
district attorney has taken 
the reins at the prosecu-
tor’s offi ce  after 24 years of 
Charles Hynes in charge . 
Thompson painted his op-
ponent as corrupt and be-
holden to political special 
interests, but the rubber is 
going to meet the road in 
2014 now that Thompson 
has to make actual deci-
sions about how to handle 
some of the most hot-button 

cases still wending their 
way through the courts.

What, for instance, will 
become of the reams of pa-
perwork handled by as-
sistant district attorney 
Michael Vecchione, who 
Thompson  slammed on the 
campaign trail  for wrong-
ful convictions that came 
out of  alleged prosecutorial 
misconduct ? Or how about 
the pending prosecution of 
 Orthodox Jewish sex abuse 
whistleblower Sam Kellner  
on extortion charges Kell-
ner and others say were po-
litically motivated?

But one of the big ques-
tions has already been 
answered. Last Saturday, 
 the New York Post fi rst re-
ported  that Thompson has 
hired Abe George, the for-
mer Democratic candidate 
for borough prosecutor 

whose  late July exit from 
the race  paved the way for a 
Thompson win. George will 
be the deputy bureau chief 
of the district attorney’s 
Major Narcotics Investiga-
tions Bureau.

#3: Downtown’s 
population boom

Brooklyn’s central 
shopping and offi ce dis-
trict started to undergo 
a huge transformation in 
2004 thanks to a rezoning 
that allowed skyscrap-
ers to rise. Now, residen-
tial development is  go-
ing whole hog  and Fulton 
Mall has half-turned over 
to chain stores, including 
high-end retailers such as 
Swarovski and Armani 
Exchange. Some 3,300 
apartments are expected 
to be built during the next 
three years, increasing the 
neighborhood’s popula-
tion by four-fi fths to 21,000. 
And, as hordes of mostly 
well-heeled people move 
in, so too will up-scale eat-
eries, bars, and grocery 
stores catering to their do-
mestic wants and needs.

The infl ux will strain 
already-taxed infrastruc-
ture and add to crowding 
in nearby neighborhood 
public schools. It will also 
build pressure to create 
such a school Downtown, 

where  there is not one 
and none are planned , de-
spite the huge growth. The 
city’s process for planning 
a new school takes years 
and has increasingly come 
to rely on the cooperation 
of big developers to build 
learning centers inside 
luxury buildings. There 
are plenty of high-priced 
towers planned to rise 
Downtown, but so far, the 
city has given no indica-
tion that it intends to put a 
school in any of them.

#4: Letitia James
The former Fort Greene 

councilwoman may be off to 
a rocky start as public advo-
cate thanks to her lie that 
she pushed the New York 
Times to do an exhaustive 
front-page series on home-
lessness in the city, but 
James has built her career 
outside of traditional politi-
cal channels.

The public advocate’s of-
fi ce has long been an ugly 
duckling in the city’s struc-
ture. It is all-but-powerless 
and has been the subject of 
frequent calls to abolish it 
entirely. But it has new stat-
ure now that DeBlasio, the 
city’s last full-time nag, is 
in executive offi ce.

Something tells us part 
of James’ loose-tongued 
lapse came from the en-
larged ego that arises out 
of being a momentary 
center of attention at City 
Hall. And if DeBlasio’s 
liberal leadership stays a 
hit with New Yorkers and 
James can avoid putting 
her foot in her mouth too 
often, she is the politician 
best positioned to follow 
his road-map from out-

sider to top office.

#5: The G train
There are a battery of big 

changes the Brooklyn Local 
needs to meet its long-suffer-
ing riders’ needs, but the Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority is holding off on 
most of them until it can fi nd 
funding. In the meantime, 
Ghost Train commuters 
have  a handful of welcome-
but-minor improvements 
to look forward to , includ-
ing better spacing between 
G and F trains, standard-
ized stopping points for the 
four-car strands, public an-
nouncement systems at the 
12 stations that do not have 
them, and better signage. 
Let us just hope that the next 
stop is the major overhaul 
the borough’s backbone de-
serves. And that it arrives 
soon.

#6: Eric Adams
The new Beep  started the 

year with two big pledges 
befi tting the theatrics his 
predecessor loved : bringing 
Brooklyn its own ball drop 
in time for next New Year’s 
Eve and establishing a bor-
ough Hall of Fame. We will 
of course be watching to see 
what other tricks he has up 
his sleeve and whether he 
will follow through.

But we will also be wait-
ing to see what, if anything, 
happens with  the May 2013 
revelation that Adams is be-
ing a probed by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation . 
The feds are not known for 
sharing when they have fi n-
ished sniffi ng around about 
corruption — or when they 
are about to pinch a promi-
nent pol — so Adams, who 
denies he has ever done 
anything corrupt, has to 
spend the year in suspense. 
So, too, do the rest of us who 
keep tabs on him for a liv-
ing.

#7: Road-safety 
activists

Park Slope residents who 
want to see traffi c reined in 
hit a speed bump in 2011 

when the city snubbed their 
bid to have the neighbor-
hood designated a “Slow 
Zone,” but the efforts have 
been picking up speed 
since the tragic October 
2013  death of 12-year-old 
Samuel Cohen Eckstein on 
Prospect Park West . Activ-
ists, including Cohen Eck-
stein’s parents, spent the 
fall ramping up demands 
for a citywide 20-mile-per-
hour speed limit on residen-
tial roads, which the Cohen 
Ecksteins say would have 
saved their son from being 
 killed by a van . The road 
safety activists have gotten 
the word out through  com-
munity meetings ,  a Council 
hearing ,  an attention-grab-
bing stunt involving fake 
speed limit signs , and, most 
recently,  at Mayor DeBla-
sio’s inauguration .

The car critics found a 
receptive ear on New Year’s 
Day with DeBlasio’s roads 
appointee Polly Trotten-
berg, but they are not com-
placent. The group Right of 
Way has vowed to keep the 
mayor to his promise of re-
ducing traffi c deaths to zero 
by trumpeting every fatal-
ity in 2014 over social me-
dia. As the weeks pass and 
DeBlasio’s campaign rheto-
ric fades into the muddle 
of everyday governance, it 
will be interesting to see 
what else these transpor-
tation gadfl ies will do to 
keep traffi c calming on the 
Sloper-in-chief’s agenda.

#8: The new 
Council

The last election brought 
a whole new crop of Coun-
cil members to power in 
Brooklyn.

Laurie Cumbo sparked 
controversy even before 
she took offi ce by point-
ing to low-income black 
people’s resentment of Jew-
ish business success as the 
likely cause of the so-called 
“knockout game” attacks in 
Crown Heights. She later 
apologized for the state-
ment, but other big issues 

These borough movers and shakers are sure to make news in the coming year
14 TO WATCH IN 2014

The future is unknowable, but we are students of the recent past and, based on the analysis of our in-house team of experts, we have an 

idea of what the next year might hold. We’re confi dent these borough gadfl ies, bosses, changing neighborhoods and upstarts-made-good 

will give our resident scribes plenty to write about in the coming year. 

#1

#2

#4

Continued on page 7
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Convenient Appointment

We call our office State-
of-the-Art Dentistry 
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accommodate families 
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1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
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 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

BY RYAN SIT
The city’s new school 

chancellor is Brooklyn to 
the core — and one famous 
native son would give her 
another apple if he could.

Carmen Farina began 
her new gig as head of the 
nation’s largest school sys-
tem last Thursday, but she 
got her start as an elemen-
tary teacher at Cobble Hill’s 
PS 29, where she made a big 
impression on fourth-grader 
Jonathan Lethem.

“Carmen Farina was my 
favorite teacher, but I imag-
ine anyone who’d been in 
one of her classrooms would 
say the same,” said the nov-
elist known as the Bard 
of Boerum Hill until his 
 shocking defection to South-
ern California  in 2010 and 
subsequent  trash-talking of 
the borough that made him  
the following year.

“I’m thrilled at the 
news,” he said of her ap-
pointment.

Lethem listened to Elvis 
for the fi rst time and drank 

his fi rst root beer fl oat dur-
ing his class’s end-of-the-
year retreat at Farina’s 
country home in the Poco-
nos, the news website Capi-
tal New York  reported .

“I still think of that 
group as a magic group of 
kids,” the scribe, now a pro-
fessor at Ponoma College, 
told the website.

Lethem loved Farina 
so much he dedicated his 
fi rst novel “Gun, with Occa-
sional Music” to her.

Farina takes Dennis Wal-
cott’s place having served 
at almost every level of the 
school system, making her 
the most experienced educa-
tion honcho in decades.

Farina taught at PS 29 
for 22 years and Lethem 
was not the only one who 
described her skills there in 
supernatural terms.

“She was magical for the 
children,” said Cobble HIll 
resident Dorothy Siegel, an 
autism specialist at New 
York University who trains 
public school teachers.

Siegel, 67, fi rst met Fa-
rina when her daughter was 
enrolled in Farina’s third 
grade class more than three 
decades ago. The two have 
remained close and even 
drove to Park Slope’s MS 
51 last Tuesday for the an-
nouncement of Farina’s ap-
pointment as chancellor.

Sloper-in-chief Bill De-
Blasio’s kids attended MS 
51 and he and Farina ini-
tially crossed paths in 2001, 
when she was leading the 

neighborhood’s school dis-
trict and he was a member 
of its school board, his fi rst 
elected post. She has been a 
sounding board for the ris-
ing political star ever since.

DeBlasio was elected 
Park Slope’s councilman 
soon thereafter and Farina 
went on to became the su-
perintendent for Region 8 
in Brooklyn, which serves 
scores of schools from Wil-
liamsburg to Sunset Park. 

Siegel remembers Farina 
as an “irresistible teacher” 
who went through the re-
gion leaving her mark.

“Williamsburg, Bush-
wick, Sunset Park, Park 
Slope, Kensington — she 
went to all those schools 
and inspired everybody,” 
Siegel said.

Farina was appointed 
deputy chancellor in 2004, 
but stepped down two years 
later over differences with 
then-chancellor Joel Klein. 
Farina was particularly 
opposed to the increased 
weight given to standard-

ized test scores. Both De-
Blasio and Farina have 
said they are unhappy with 
Bloomberg’s data-driven ap-
proach to school planning 
and the school pro helped 
DeBlasio craft his call for 
universal pre-kindergarten, 
a pillar of his mayoral cam-
paign.

Siegel swears teachers 
and principals citywide are 
tickled pink to have Farina 
in charge for a change.

“People in the system 
are exploding with excite-
ment about her being the 
new chancellor,” she said. 
“I wouldn’t be surprised if 
somebody started dancing.”

New head school offi cial was former Bard’s favorite educator growing up

PUCKER UP: Mayor DeBlasio leans in to smooch Carmen Farina, his 
pick for education chancellor, at MS 51 in Park Slope. 
 Photo by Paul Martinka

BARD TIMES: Jonathan Lethem 
has come a long way since he 
was in fourth grade. So has 
Carmen Farina.

Jonathan Lethem is top teacher’s pet
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Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
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difficulty in breathing. The air-
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
The owners of Brooklyn 

Bowl will open two more 
branches of the rock and 
roll bowling alley this year 
— one in London and the 
other in Las Vegas.

The London branch will 
open on Jan. 16 or 17, co-
owner Charley Ryan said.

“We are really excited 
about both of them,” said 
Ryan. “I have always loved 
London and it is a thrill to 
do something there.”

The English edition of the 
popular venue will be in East 
London, steps from the O2 
Arena, which is similar in 
size to the Barclay Center. 

Ryan said the proximity 
makes for hip company and 
that he will likely screen 
live feeds of the shows at 
his big-time neighbor.

The Bowl’s owners 
started on the Las Vegas 
project fi rst, but fi nished 
the London branch more 
quickly, he said.

“It took a whole lot less 
time and money to build 
out,” said Ryan.

The Williamsburg 
bowling alley and music 
venue opened in July of 
2009 and has become a 
mecca for Brooklyn hip-
sters and tourists alike. 
The venue has hosted 
some high-profile shows, 
including Kanye West and 
 Guns ‘N’ Roses . 

The Las Vegas branch 
will open inside the Linq, 
a new entertainment mall 
near the famous Las Vegas 
Strip. That location will be 
more than twice as big as the 
Wythe Avenue mothership.  

The opening of an outlet 
of the London-based record 
store chain Rough Trade in 
Williamsburg two months 
ago makes for a sort of hip-
ster cultural exchange be-
tween the two cities.

If your borough-based 
company wants to cash 
in on some of that cool-
Brooklyn shine, all it takes 

is opening up a location in 
another city, according to 
Ryan.

“If you talk to kids in 
Tokyo or Amsterdam, they 
will tell you they want 
to come to Brooklyn,” he 
said. 

“It’s not so much brand-
ing as us going somewhere 
and saying, ‘We are here.’ ”

Brooklyn Bowl to open in London, Vegas

Bowled overseas

BOWLED OVER: Jake Reuben and Renee Roberts love Brooklyn 
Bowl, and soon alley cats in London and Las Vegas can fall in love 
with the brand when it opens in a location in each city. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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BY MEGAN RIESZ
A former Park Slope 

lawyer convicted of helping 
a jailed terrorist commu-
nicate with his followers is 
home after a judge ordered 
her release from a Texas 
prison where she has been 
dying of cancer.

The federal-prison-bu-
reau-requested release of 
Lynne Stewart, 74, ends 
four years of imprisonment, 
much of which Stewart 
spent suffering from breast 
cancer. She was known for 
representing poor, politi-
cally active, and sometimes 
deeply unpopular clients as 
a defense attorney before 
her 2007 disbarment and 
subsequent jailing for com-
municating on behalf of 
blind cleric Sheik Omar Ab-
del-Rahman, convicted of 
plotting to blow up the New 
York landmarks including 
the United Nations and the 
Lincoln and Holland tun-
nels. Her family cheered 
the decision to allow her to 
return home, but lamented 
the circumstances. 

“We were pretty sur-
prised — it is very bitter-

sweet,” said Stewart’s son 
and lawyer Geoffrey Stew-
art. “Freedom is the most 
important thing, and we 
still feel like she should have 
never been put through this 
in the fi rst place.”

Stewart arrived home 
on Jan. 1 and was greeted 
at LaGuardia Airport by a 
throng of supporters.

The release ruling cut 
short a 10-year sentence 
and followed a global out-
pouring of support for the 

fi rebrand advocate and an 
order from the Bureau of 
Prisons recommending her 
freeing.

Backers argued that 
her conviction threatened 
the constitutional right to 
counsel, but multiple courts 
disagreed, fi nding that her 
transmission of messages 
from Rahman, nicknamed 
“the blind sheik,” to his sup-
porters in Egypt’s “Islamic 
Group” was conspiracy to 
provide material support to 
terrorism.

Judges overturned 
and quadrupled an ini-
tial 28-month sentence fol-
lowing a press conference 
where Stewart said she 
could do that time “stand-
ing on [her] head.” 

U.S. District Judge John 
Koeltl granted the compas-
sionate release appeal af-
ter denying the same bid in 
April because the federal 
Bureau of Prisons had not 
approved it. The prison bu-
reau and the justice depart-
ment recommended Stew-
art be freed on New Year’s 
Eve morning and the Koeltl 
signed off on Stewart’s 

UNREPENTANT: Slope lawyer 
Lynne Stewart has maintained 
that the justice system pun-
ished her for doing her job. 
 Associated Press

Bay Ridge native Janet Yellen, at left, was confi rmed by the Senate on Monday to replace Ben 
Bernanke, at right, as the head of the Fedreal Reserve. The Fort Hamilton High School grad has 
been vice chairwoman of the Fed since October 2010, but will become the fi rst woman ever to 
take the reins of America’s central bank on Feb. 1. Associated Press / Charles Dharapak

Terror lawyer ‘dis-barred’

Ridgite rises

release in the afternoon. 
In his decision, the judge 
pointed out that Stewart is 
near death and unlikely to 
commit further crimes.

The freed advocate will 
live in her son’s Flatbush 

home because a grand-
daughter lives in the Park 
Slope pad the agitator owns, 
a supporter said. She will be 
excited to check out Prospect 
Park’s new ice-skating rinks 
and to listen to jazz with her 

husband, her son said.
“I know she has a lot of 

people that she wants to 
thank, have private meetings 
with, and catch up with,” he 
said. “She will be amazed at 
all the changes in Brooklyn.”
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amusement based, and this 
is not,” said Marty Levine, 
who helped steer the zoning 
process as the former chair-
man of Community Board 
13 and a member of the Co-
ney Island Development 
Corporation, a semi-private 
agency the city founded to 
promote new investment in 
the world-famous destina-
tion. 

Other opponents argued 
that such a facility would 
set back a growing restau-
rant corridor (see page 47) 
that has welcomed  new, 
large-scale investors like 
Applebee’s and Johnny 
Rockets in recent years  — 
and send a message to land-
lords that they can fl out the 
law.

“It’s an eating and drink-
ing strip that’s been coming 
along nicely, and millions 
of dollars have been in-
vested here to bring it up,” 
said self-proclaimed Coney 
mayor and Sideshows by 
the Seashore founder Dick 
Zigun. “It doesn’t belong 
here. And it’s a sign to the 
building owners that they 
don’t have to obey the zon-
ing.”

The Buildings Depart-

ment slapped the site with 
a stop work order late last 
year due to an expired per-
mit, but Zigun alleged that 
construction on the center 
has continued. And Levine 
pointed out that the location 
does not have the stop work 
order on display, as the law 
requires.

But those behind the new 
facility say they have heard 
the concerns loud and clear 
— and that their new opera-
tion will be in compliance 
with zoning. The owners 
said that they will offer pot-
tery and dance classes to 
clients, which they argue 
counts as amusement.

“We are an entertain-
ment center for the deaf 
and elderly in the neigh-

borhood. We are provid-
ing food, amusement, and 
entertainment to the deaf 
and elderly,” said co-owner 
Vadim Agafonov.

Agafonov said he and 
his partners had obeyed 
the stop work order, and 
were in talks with the 
Buildings Department.

The city said it is still 
looking into whether the 
center falls within the law, 
and is holding off on per-
mitting further work at the 
address until they reach a 
decision. 

“When this happens 
we usually have some ob-
jections, usually zoning-
related, about the project,” 
said Buildings spokes-
woman Kelly Magee.

Continued from page 1 

Coney

and Seventh Avenues, a 
constant media presence, 
and, since Thursday, the 
loss of two parking spaces 
to the new hut.

 The parking space era-
sure worsens an already-

nightmarish situation for 
car owners, Leong said.

The police booth is 
equipped with picture 
windows on all four sides 
and comes with a 24-hour 
sentinel. Security cam-
eras also went up outside 
the DeBlasio abode last 
week, according to an-
other longtime neighbor 

who is less bothered by all 
the hubbub.

“In a way, it is a good 
thing,” said Alan Emdin, 
who lives four doors down.

Police headquarters did 
not return repeated calls 
for comment on such burn-
ing questions as where the 
guard goes to the bath-
room.

Continued from page 1 

Guard

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88

Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 

OVERHEARD: Coney leaders allege this new center for the deaf is 
breaking the area’s amusement-centric zoning laws. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

loom large as she takes 
the seat vacated by Letitia 
James, particularly  Cum-
bo’s vow to be friendlier to 
developers .

Other fi rst-year Coun-
cil members include An-
tonio Reynoso, the former 
top aide to Diana Reyna 
who beat out disgraced 
former Assemblyman Vito 
Lopez for her seat,  Carlos 
Menchaca , who ousted in-
cumbent Sara Gonzalez, 
Coney Island’s  Mark Trey-
ger, and Midwood’s upset 
winner Chaim Deutsch .

#9: Bill Bratton
Police at neighborhood 

station houses  stopped   let-
ting   reporters access crime 
report information  for our 
weekly police blotter in 
early December, citing or-
ders from headquarters. 
Since then, we have only 
gotten access to three of the 
13 precincts we cover due 
to what we are calling the 
blotter blackout. When the 
crime news embargo began, 
 the New York Civil Liber-
ties Union insisted that the 
clampdown was a parting 
move by former Commis-
sioner Ray Kelly , whose re-
lationship with the press 

had long been combative, 
and would quickly be rec-
tifi ed by new top cop Bill 
Bratton. 

So when will it?

#10: Bossert 
Hotel 

It has been a long time 
coming, but the Bossert 
Hotel, once considered the 
Waldorf-Astoria of Brook-
lyn and host to the Brook-
lyn Dodgers’ 1955 World Se-
ries championship party, is 
 slated to become an up-scale 
guesthouse again . The re-
vamp comes after decades 
of the building serving as 

Watch
Continued from page 3

Continued on page 8
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BY COLIN MIXSON
Brooklyn got a double 

dose of winter over the past 
week, with the season’s fi rst 
major snowstorm followed 
swiftly by a record-break-
ing arctic blast.

The borough’s kids got 
their fi rst snow day of the 
new year last Friday after 
a massive winter storm — 
 dubbed Hercules by our 
pals at the Weather Chan-
nel  — dumped six inches of 
snow on the borough. But 
after a brief warming spell 
over the weekend, a weather 
phenomenon called a polar 
vortex pushed frigid air 
down from the Arctic Circle 
to give us the coldest day in 
118 years.

The snow began falling 
at 6 pm on Thursday, and 
fell unabated until around 
10 am Friday, with the 
windchill plummeting to 
-11-degrees overnight, the 
National Weather Service 
reported. When the furious 
fl urries of the year’s fi rst 
great snowstorm ceased, 
the clouds above Brooklyn 
parted and left a pristine 
sky.

The intrepid Polar Bear 
Club, fresh off its New 
Year’s Day fund-raising 
swim on Coney Island, even 

hit the beach again to cel-
ebrate the snowfall with a 
dip in the Atlantic on Fri-
day morning.

But some Brooklynites 
could not wait for the snow 
to fi nish falling to begin 
battling it back.

John Tiedemann, a Bay 
Ridge construction worker, 
had work early in the morn-
ing, so he shoveled his side-
walk and driveway at 10 pm 
— then went back out at mid-
night and did it again ahead 
of his 4:30 am departure. 

Good thing, because 
home and business own-
ers are required to shovel 
the sidewalks outside their 
buildings and scoffl aws 
could get fi ned from $100 to 
$350, according to the De-
partment of Sanitation.

Anthony Marotto, an-
other Ridgite, braced for 
the storm by taking his 
car off the street and pull-
ing into his driveway at 1 
am to avoid getting his ride 
packed into a snowdrift by a 
passing snow plow. He also 

stocked up on cigarettes.
“You just got to be pre-

pared,” said Marotto. “I 
never let myself get stuck.”

Mayor DeBlasio can-
celed school — giving kids 
a welcome three-day week-
end just a day after the New 
Year’s Day holiday — citing 
not only the snow but the 
frigid temperatures.

Winds persisted at speeds 
above 25 mph last Friday, 
driving the wind chill below 
zero, according to the Na-
tional Weather Service.

But that was nothing com-
pared to the deep freeze the 
polar vortex had in store.

After the weather 
warmed up Sunday and 
Monday, the temperature 
plunged by more than 50 de-
gree in 24 hours as the arc-
tic air arrived. The wind 
chill on Tuesday reached a 
bone-chilling 17 degrees.

The iconic sign on the 
Watchtower building showed 
the borough’s temperature 
plunging to 2 degrees — 
shattering the 1896 record of 
6 degrees like an icicle.

Unfortunately for the 
borough’s kids, the frigid 
temperatures weren’t 
enough to move the new 
mayor to close schools this 
time.

Blizzard, ‘polar vortex’ deliver borough a one-two punch

SNOW DAY!: The snow was still around on Saturday when this tyke 
hit the slopes in Prospect Park.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Going vortical!

TWO SNO-PROACHES: (Above) Lina Oleynikova of Midwood didn’t 
care too much about the low temperatures when she joined the 
Polar Bear club in Coney Island on Jan. 3 for a post-snowstorm dip.
(Below) Other Brrrr-ooklynites bundled up once the “polar vortex” 
hit a few days later. 
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 an apartment complex and 
providing housing to Jeho-
va’s Witnesses . 

#11: Jason Kidd
The Nets’ former elder 

statesman  switched into the 
role of rookie coach ahead of 

this season  and so far  it has 
not been pretty to watch .

Center Brook Lopez’s year-
end foot injury  makes that 
seem increasingly unlikely , 
but he could turn it around. 
We all love a comeback Kidd.

#12: New York 
Methodist Hospital

Park Slope’s hospital is 
expanding while nearby 

Long Island College Hospi-
tal and Interfaith Medical 
Center face shuttering af-
ter many lean years. Meth-
odist’s apparent fi nancial 
health is a good thing if you 
are a Methodist executive or 
a would-be patient, but tell 
that to neighbors who are 
against  a proposed outpa-
tient center that would take 
the place of 16 townhouses 

on three tree-lined blocks . 
 The expansion will go up no 
matter what  —  the hospital 
can build a taller, thinner 
version without special per-
mission if the city balks at 
its current plan .

#13: Dying 
dolphins

Brooklyn was a dolphin 
graveyard in 2013, serving 

as  the fi nal resting place 
of   four   wayward   cetaceans  
during the course of the 
year. Experts said a mea-
sles-like virus was responsi-
ble for the stranding deaths 
of 333 dolphins on the East 
Coast between July 1 and 
Aug. 27, including 96 on the 
shores of New York and New 
Jersey. But the coroner is 
still out on what killed the 

latest Kings County casual-
ties, which is why we will be 
watching the borough’s am-
ple shoreline for any sign of 
marine mammal maladies 
in the coming year.

#14: Atlantic 
Yards

A deal is in place to sell 
a seven-tenths stake in the 

Watch
Continued from page 7

Continued on page 10
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THE WOUND HEALING CENTER
of the Vascular Institute of New York 

Established in 1992

Dr. Enrico Ascher is One of the Pioneers in  
Opening the First Wound Care Center in New York

Diabetic Ulcers

Wounds with Swollen Legs

Venous Ulcers

Discoloration in Legs

Vericose Veins

Enrico Ascher, M.D. Anil Hingorani, M.D.

www.VascularNYC.com

Visitation Academy
8902 Ridge Boulevard – Brooklyn, New York 11209 | 718.680.9452 | www.visitationacademy.net

LOWER SCHOOL, 9:00 AM
Balanced Literacy, Enriched Math Curriculum,

Parent/Daughter Playgroup 2 Yr. Old, Early Pre-K (Nursery-3 Yr. Old)

MIDDLE SCHOOL, 11:30AM
1 hr. classes, Advanced Math, 

Language Arts (Socratic Circles)

Top Scores NYS  Math Counts   Mathletics Technology   Webinars   STEM Researched based (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics)

Gilder Lehrman Affiliate School | All Girl Private Catholic Academy | Nursery-8th Grade | Situated on 7.5 Secured Acres in a Park–Like Campus Setting

Performing Arts, Theater · British Brass Band · Cabaret Troupe · Choir

Artist In Residence, Daniel Rodriguez · New York Tenor

Physical Education, Girl Power Program in Conjunction with Harbor Fitness

French Immersion Language
Visual Art Program

ARLENE FIGARO, Head Of School
Educating the Mind and Heart

OPEN HOUSE
Friday, January 24, 2014
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and shoving police who 
tried to intervene.

The Dec. 26 mayhem 
— recorded on grainy cell-
phone videos that went viral 
the day after the incident — 
resulted in no arrests and no 
reported theft or property 
damage, according to offi -
cial statements from NYPD 
headquarters — a claim out-
going Councilman Lew Fi-
dler found incredible.

“If you saw the video, 
there were kids fi ghting 
with police,” said Fidler at 
the meeting. “You can see 
a girl walk up and hit an of-
fi cer in the face. How can 
there be no arrests?”

The NYPD’s offi cial 
stance is that no arrests 
were made, because no com-
plaints were fi led regarding 
any theft and violence that 
occurred at the mall, ac-
cording to statements from 
both the department’s Of-
fi ce of the Deputy Commis-
sioner of Public Informa-
tion and the 63rd Precinct.

Police headquarters ini-
tially claimed that no NYPD 
personnel were involved 
until Kings Plaza manage-
ment called for help at 9 pm 
— when the mall was sched-
uled to close, and hours af-
ter the violence began — but 
the 63rd Precinct later said 
that it already had offi cers 

on the scene at the time.
A letter to community 

leaders from Offi cer Thomas 
Podd of the 63rd Precinct’s 
community affairs offi ce 
dismissed the incident as 
“a group of rambunctious 
teens acting like children.”

Several of those commu-
nity leaders attended the 
community council meet-
ing hoping to ask the com-
manding offi cer, Deputy 
Inspector John Rowell, how 
the situation was allowed 
to escalate to the point 
where many businesses 
were forced to close their 
roll-down gates, holding 
customers inside for their 
safety. But Rowell skipped 
the meeting due to a “prior 
engagement” — an excuse 
that outraged Fidler.

“I don’t know what busi-
ness the inspector had, but 

he should 
be here to 
c o m m u n i -
cate what’s 
h a p p e n e d 
at Kings 
Plaza,” Fi-
dler said.

The pre-
cinct did 
send a rep-
resentative, 
but the re-
port the offi -
cer provided 
m a n a g e d 
to omit any 
new infor-
mation re-

garding the mall incident, 
while boasting about a reduc-
tion of the precinct’s crime 
rate — which some attendees 
believed might be related.

“They sent [an offi cer] 
down here to boast to every-
body how the precinct led 
the city in crime reduction, 
when their offi cers aren’t 
reporting the crimes they 
witness,” he said.

Michael Benjamin, the 
President of the Bergen 
Beach Civic Association, 
later posted his agreement 
with Fidler on the group’s 
Facebook page.

“Councilman Lew Fi-
dler was exactly right in his 
comments about police not 
wanting to increase their 
crime stats via arrests,” 
Benjamin wrote. “So, a 
near-riot is ‘off the books’ 
in the 63.”

Continued from page 1 

Mall

old woman, according to a 
spokesman for the district 
attorney.

The surprise attack oc-
curred near E. Fifth Street 
at 2:45 pm, when Baldwin 
allegedly attacked the older 
woman from behind, strik-
ing her once in the back of 
the head before running 
away, cops said.

Subsequent attacks 
shared common traits with 
the fi rst, according to court 
papers. During each inci-

dent, the suspect punched 
the victim in the face or the 
back of the head before fl ee-
ing on foot, cops said.

In addition to the Nov. 9 
attack, prosecutors and po-
lice say Baldwin was respon-
sible for these additional at-
tacks:

• A 20-year-old woman told 
police that she was attacked 
on Avenue M near McDonald 
Avenue at 2:40 pm on Dec. 7, 
when the suspect snuck up 
behind her and struck her in 
the back of her head.

• A 33-year-old woman 
told police she was with her 
7-year-old daughter on Elm 

Street near E. 12th Street at 
2:45 pm on Dec. 21, when the 
suspect struck her in the 
back of the head, sending her 
sprawling onto her child. 

• A 71-year-old woman told 
police she was on a Seaview 
Avenue bench near 93rd 
Street at 11:45 am on Dec. 24, 
when the suspect punched 
her in the face.

• A 35-year-old woman 
told police that she was on 
Skidmore Avenue between 
E. 92nd and E. 93rd streets 
at 12:50 pm on Dec. 27, when 
the suspect slugged her in 
the face as she spoke on her 
cellphone.

Arrest

APPALLED: Outgoing Councilman Lew Fidler ex-
pressed his disappointment of the NYPD’s han-
dling of the Kings Plaza incident and the lack of 
communication with the public following it. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

stagnated mega-develop-
ment to a Chinese-govern-
ment-owned fi rm, but it is 
unclear what that means for 
its future. Forest City Rat-

ner maintains that it will 
keep control, but a group 
of politicians, including 
new Public Advocate Leti-
tia James, are  demanding 
the state put the brakes on 
the sale and look for a buyer 
that will create affordable 
housing fi rst . Also, there 

is no time-line in place for 
starting work on any of the 
15 un-built towers which, 
under an early Forest City 
pledge, were supposed to be 
fi nished by 2016.

Who did we miss? Let us 
know in an e-mail at edito-
rial@cnglocal.com.

Watch
Continued from page 8

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY SAVE 10% ON 
ANY INSURANCE COMPANY’S APPRAISAL 

SAVE 
10%

SAVE TIME 
EMAIL US:

jr@autodentcollision.com
SEND US A PHOTO & WE 

WILL SEND YOU A QUOTE

Family Owned & Operated Since 1958
CAR RENTALS & 24HR TOWING AVAILABLE.

Max. Savings $500 Offer ends March, 2014

HAD A FENDER BENDER?
WE CAN HELP!

3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy. 718–854–7900

ITS YOUR CHOICE. Choose who you want to fix your car.

The source for news 
in your neighborhood:

Continued from page 1 





BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

JA
N. 

12
, 2

01
4

12

Scheduled Bus Trips All Year Round
Over 250 tours to choose from

Cape May, Philadelphia & Newport

Penn Dutch Amish Tour, Longwood Gardens

Charleston & Savannah, Washington, DC

The Ice Hotel & Quebec Winter Carnival

Florida, Smoky Mountain, New Orleans

Casinos, Theatres, Shopping & Much More

NEED A GETAWAY?

L & M Tours
6812 3rd Ave Brooklyn, NY 11220

718-238-2284
www.lmtours.net
info@lmtours.net

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220

www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net
888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

� � � � �� �� �
Air & Land PackagesMotorcoach Tours & Charters

Airline Tickets Domestic & International Cruises

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE

TOUR GUIDES & OFFICE CLERK WANTED

L & M Tours 
New Year’s Dinner Party 

Jan 11, 2014, $69
10-course dinner, live entertainment,

gifts, prizes, raffl es & $65 in coupons


