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BY MEGAN RIESZ
A kid-friendly restau-

rant that will double as an 
adults-only nightclub after 
8 pm will turn a quiet block 
in Gowanus into a mad-
house, opponents of the 
plan claimed on Tuesday. 

The Rock and Roll Play-
house planned for the in-
dustrial building at the 

corner of Bond and De-
graw streets will fl ood the 
neighborhood with noise 
and boozed-up music fans, 
opponents said at a city 
hearing, claiming the 
warehouse where it will 
be built has been silent 
as a morgue for as long as 
they have lived there, and 
any business that moves in 

must keep the peace.
“I have not ever seen 

any commercial activ-
ity on this property,” said 
Emilie Poisson, a Degraw 
Street resident and mem-
ber of the anti-Playhouse 
group We Are Gowanus.

Opponents also claim 
that the building hadn’t 

BY JAIME LUTZ
Forget waterfront high-rises, 

condos in former factories, and 
houseboats on the Gowanus Ca-
nal — Brooklynites will soon have 
the chance to live in a loft above 
Fulton Mall.

The 123-year-old Offerman 
department store building at 505 
Fulton St. is being renovated to 
house four stories of luxury lofts 
above a retail complex on the rap-
idly changing commercial strip. 
When the  landmarked  building 
opens its doors to prospective 
renters — which is supposed to 
happen late this year — it will be 
the fi rst time in decades the shop-
ping haven has housed people 
(apart from a building at 490 Ful-
ton St. that Long Island Univer-
sity converted to dorms in 2012).

“It’s going to be unlike any-
thing else anywhere,” said devel-
oper Jody Laboz, who co-owns 
the building with his brother Al. 
“It’s going to be Old World meets 
New. We’re going to restore all 
the charm and character and the 
bones of the building.”

The overhaul of the ornate 
seven-story structure is part of 
a project by the Laboz brothers’ 
United American Land company, 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The city wants your ta-

ble scraps.
Bay Ridge will be the 

next laboratory for the 
city’s new food-waste recy-
cling program — which the 
Department of Sanitation 
says will mean less trash 
and more cash.

Starting in April, all 

single family houses and 
rental buildings of nine or 
fewer units between 74th 
and 101st streets and from 
Shore Road to Seventh Av-
enue will get brown 13- or 
21-gallon bins for their food 
waste — and Ridgites will 
be asked to separate their 
kitchen scraps just like they 

Continued on page 7

Continued on page 10Continued on page 10

CB10 wants traffi c agents, 
but city offers new signals

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Could a traffic agent point 

the way out of Bay Ridge’s dys-
function junction?

Community Board 10 is call-
ing on the police department’s 
traffic enforcement arm to place 
agents at the problematic 86th 
Street and Fourth Avenue in-
tersection — but the traffic cops 
are recommending red-arrow 
turn lights instead.

The CB10 met with heads of 
the NYPD Transportation Bu-
reau on Jan. 8 to urge them to 

assign enforcement agents to 
the intersection in order to curb 
collisions — of which there have 
been 66 as of since 2012, making 
it the second-most-dangerous 
intersection in all of Bay Ridge 
and Dyker Heights. 

Leaders of the neighborhood 
board blamed the perilous envi-
ronment on illegal habits which 
they argued a police presence 
would help deter.

“It is an area of serious jay-
walking, speeding, cars dou-

Continued on page 7
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Matt Stuart, left, and Anya Sapozhnikova stepped up their game when 
venturing out into Bushwick, where they petitioned for a liquor license 
for arts troupe House of Yes’s new venue. The group’s bout of homeless-
ness is coming to a close after a long search. For the whole story, see 
page 5. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

BEER AND A TOT: Rock and 
Roll Playhouse to be a kid-
friendly restaurant and bar.

COPS OR 
LIGHTS 
ON 4TH

Fulton Mall’s  
latest sale:
Apartments

Gowanus fi ghts kids’ barComposting for Ridge

Tall tale
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BY COLIN MIXSON
If 80 percent of life is just 

showing up, then Mayor De-
Blasio better be good at the 
other 20.

Last Friday, Sloper-in-
Chief DeBlasio further ce-
mented his reputation for 
serial tardiness when he 
showed up an hour late to 
the Department of Correc-
tions academy’s graduation 
ceremony at Brooklyn Col-
lege — which he was emcee-
ing.

Attendees who set their 
alarms early just to get 
seats did not appreciate 
being kept waiting by hiz-
zoner.

“We got up really early,” 
said Joann Della Valle, the 
proud mother of Jordan, 
who graduated on Friday. 
“My son said, ‘You can’t 
be late; there’s no assigned 
seats,’ so we rushed over. 
But to wait for so long was 
embarrassing and a little 
rude.”

The Della Valle Family 
left their home in Manor-
ville, Long Island at 7 am 
and, after a two-hour drive 
and a quest for a parking 
spot, managed to fi nd a seat 
at Brooklyn College’s audi-
torium at 9:30 am. It was a 
half hour before the gradu-
ation ceremonies were sup-
posed to begin and an hour-
and-a-half before DeBlasio 
showed up.

Unlike many of his fel-
low Long Islanders, DeBla-
sio’s Park Slope home is a 
15-minute drive from Mid-
wood’s Brooklyn College, 
yet he did not show up until 
11 am, long after the crowd 
got restless.

“Kids were making 
noise, people were getting 
fi dgety, and then a speaker 
came up and said the grad-
uation will begin in 10 
minutes,” said Nick Della 
Valle, the cadet’s father. 
“Then 10 minutes went by, 
then 20 minutes, then a 
half hour.”

A spokesman for the 
mayor pointed out that De-
Blasio only agreed to speak 
at the event the morning of, 
after discovering an open-
ing in his schedule, and 
arrived at the graduation 

ceremony as soon as he was 
able.

The Della Valle family 
acknowledged that when 
the mayor finally did 
show up, he gave a lovely 
speech. But they were 
again disappointed when 
the mayor  skipped out on 
pressing the f lesh with 
the new officers and their 
families.

“The speech was very 
nice,” said Nick. “But 
when he was done, he left. I 
thought that was rude.”

The couple’s other son 
recently graduated from 
the police academy and 
the parents could not 
help but draw compari-
sons between DeBalsio 
at Brooklyn College and 
his predecessor Michael 
Bloomberg, who did not 
keep the NYPD’s Madi-
son Square Garden Crowd 
waiting.

“I know nothing about 

the man, but he has big 
boots to fi ll,” said Joann. 
“My other son graduated 
two weeks ago from the 
NYPD, and Bloomberg was 
on time.”

DeBlasio earned a repu-
tation for taking a fl exible 
approach to punctuality 
during his campaign for 
mayor, giving his Republi-
can opponent fodder when 
an event was delayed on 
his account, according to 
a  businessinsider.com re-
port . The mayor was late so 
often that a Twitter account 
was created for the express 
purpose of documenting his 
arrival times.

The Della Valles said that 
DeBlasio may be mayor, but 
he might not have been able 
to hack it in correctional of-
fi cer academy.

“One of the things the 
department insisted on 
was punctuality,” said 
Joann.

New mayor shows up an hour late to 
Department of Corrections graduation

PROUD PARENTS: 
(Above) Nick and 
Joann Della Valle 
celebrated their son 
Jordan’s graduation 
from the Department 
of Corrections Acad-
emy at Brooklyn Col-
lege last Friday, but 
were miffed that it 
was delayed an hour 
by a very late Mayor 
DeBlasio. They did like 
his speech, however 
(right). 
 Photos by Paul Martinka

DeBlasio corrected
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BY JAIME LUTZ
Finally — a throwback 

concert for the millenials!
The Amnesty Interna-

tional Human Rights Con-
cert series — famously 
part of the U2- and Sting-
helmed Human Rights 
Now! tour 25 years ago — is 
making its comeback at the 
Barclays Center. On Feb. 5, 
the Prospect Heights arena 
will host the Flaming Lips, 
Lauryn Hill, Tegan and 
Sara, Cold War Kids, Cake, 
and more, to raise money 
and awareness for the 
group’s causes. 

“We wanted to em-
power a new generation to 
stand up for human rights 
both at home and abroad,” 
said Natalie Butz, spokes-
woman at Amnesty Inter-
national USA, explaining 
the youthful appeal of the 
2014 lineup. 

The original concert se-
ries ran from 1986 to 1998. 
The shows were inspired 
by Monty Python jokester 
John Cleese’s Secret Police-
man’s Ball comedy galas, 

and in turn served as the 
model for concert series 
such as Live Aid. In keep-
ing with the money-mak-
ing bent of those shows, the 
tickets for this concert are 
expensive — the cheapest 
are more than $66 dollars 
and some “platinum” pack-

ages run as high as $795.
“Bringing Human 

Rights Home” concert at 
the Barclays Center [620 
Atlantic Ave. in Prospect 
Heights, (917) 618–6100, 
www.amnestyusa.org/
Feb5Concert]. Feb. 5 at 8 
pm. Tickets start at $66.

BY MEGAN RIESZ
Cheap Nets fans have 

lost their seats.
The Barclays Center is 

no longer selling the 2,000 
$15 tickets per game it 
promised in 2012 because 
scalpers were buying up the 
cheap ducats as fast as they 
could and fl ipping them, 
a company representative 
said.

“Last year, we found that 
many of our $15 tickets were 
being resold for a higher 
price on the secondary mar-
ket, which was against the 
spirit of our initial offer,” 
said Nets spokesman Barry 
Baum.

Barclays Center head 
Brett Yormark told bas-
ketball magazine Slam in 
2012 that the bundles of af-
fordable tickets proved the 
“commitment we’re mak-
ing to the borough.” The 
individual stubs are no lon-

ger for sale, but the arena 
is still offering the bargain 
seats to big groups, though 
this season’s have been sold 
out since August, Baum 
said. 

“This year we decided 
to offer $15 seats through 
our group sales department 
as a way to ensure that the 
tickets were being used by 
people who bought them at 
the original price.”

The Nets’ 2012–2013 sea-
son, its fi rst, saw some fans 
snap up the bargain base-
ment admission slips while 
others were stonewalled 
and blamed scalpers, the 
watchdog website Atlantic 
Yards Report wrote. This 
season, Nets tickets started 
out at a base price of $25, 
but the team has since 
played some terrible bas-
ketball and executives have 
quietly introduced a dy-
namic pricing scheme that 

sets values based on likely 
demand, the website  fi rst 
noted . Under the new sys-
tem, for instance, tickets 
start at $15 (plus a $5.35 fee) 
for next Wednesday night’s 
game against the Charlotte 

Bobcats, while the cheapest 
you can get into the Friday, 
Jan. 31 game against the 
Oklahoma City Thunder, 
which more working peo-
ple will be able to attend, is 
$75 (plus another so-called 

“service fee,” this one for 
$11.70).  

A longtime Atlantic 
Yards opponent said the 
Barclays Center could 
combat scalping by forc-
ing buyers to pick up their 

tickets at a will-call box 
office and that the failed 
delivery is only the latest 
in a string of broken prom-
ises. 

“The Nets average close 
to 900 unsold tickets a game, 
and the Nets are infamous 
for understating the num-
ber of unsold tickets” said 
Eric McClure, president of 
the group Park Slope Neigh-
bors. 

Barclays honchos are 
in fact giving away tickets 
to winners of  an obscure 
monthly lottery run by Rev. 
Herbert Daughtry , an activ-
ist and pastor at the House 
of the Lord Church on At-
lantic Avenue, but only 54, 
plus a sky-box seat for one 
lucky winner. The give-
away is part of the Com-
munity Benefi ts Agreement 
developer Forest City Rat-
ner signed to get the arena 
built. 

NIGHT MOVES: The Barclays Center stopped offering $15 tickets to every Nets game after one season.
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

HILL OF A GOOD TIME: Amnesty International is bringing Lau-
ryn Hill and other big names to the Barclays Center on Feb. 5. 
 Associated Press / Patrick Semansky

Barclays: $15 Nets tix nixed to stop scaplers

Get up, stand up!
Concert to benefi t Amnesty International brings 
Flaming Lips to the Barclays Center next month

State typographers responsible for this Gowanus 
Expressway sign pointing drivers to the Huge Carey 
Tunnel (above) took some liberties with capitaliza-
tion, and the wacky use of what appears to be an 
uppercase “y” at the end of “Carey” was passed 
under for weeks. That changed after we published 
a story online about the sign and, by Wednesday, a 
patch appeared, fi xing the problem (right). It is all 
moot, of course, because everybody still calls the 
tube the Battery Tunnel.   Photos by Elizabeth Graham

A Hugh-e mistake
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LESTER’S COMMUNION SHOWCASE
Saturday, January 18 thru Monday, January 20

Hours: Saturday 10am-6pm / Sunday 12pm-6pm  / Monday 10am-6pm

SINCE
1948BROOKLYN

ONLY

1111  AVE U • BROOKLYN •  718.645.4501  x12

Featuring the complete line of designer dresses by:

Joan Calabrese for Mon Cheri & US Angels

Exclusive designs for Lester’s by:

Christie Helene

Accessories by:

Adriana, Christie Helene, Anja’s Dream

and Nan & Jan

BOYS SUITS & SHIRTS by Michael Kors

SHIRTS by Joseph Abboud

FREE GIFT with Communion purchase

BY MEGAN RIESZ
Long before a federal 

clean-up was poised to 
dredge the toxic sludge 
from the bottom of the Gow-
anus Canal, one canal-side 
recording studio was kick-
ing out a different kind of 
jam.

A new documentary 
chronicles the rags-to-semi-
riches story of BC Studio, 
which has honed the sound 
of some of rock’s most in-
fl uential acts since back in 
the day, when the neigh-
borhood that welcomed a 
Whole Foods Market in De-
cember was better known 
for its baseball bat-wielding 
gangs.

“This is one of the last 
remaining studios with a 
long history,” said producer 
Martin Bisi, who landed 
the two-fl oor space between 
Third and Fourth avenues 
for $500 a month in 1976. 

“Sound and Chaos” fol-
lows Bisi from the time he 

fi rst signed the lease, think-
ing he was renting out a pad 
for his fi ve-person art col-
lective.

Bisi said he started look-
ing for a post-industrial 
place to live upon mov-
ing to New York, before 
he had even heard of Wil-
liamsburg or Park Slope. 
Upon choosing the corner 
of Third Street and Third 
Avenue, he soon learned 
that his building was home 
to squatters and the sur-
rounding area was the do-
main of gangs with names 
such as the Crazy Homi-
cides. And he will never 
forget the afternoon when 
six kids outside the studio 
beat the daylights out of 
two cops.

“That was a sight that 
always kind-of hurts me in-
side,” Bisi said. “There was 
not a lot of policing around 
here.”

His open-ended art space 
gave way to a full-blown 

recording studio in the 
late 1970s as Bisi became 
buds with English musi-
cian Brian Eno, who had 
by then worked with David 
Bowie, Paul Simon and the 
Talking Heads, and Eno re-
ferred other innovative mu-

sic makers his way.
Among them were 

Herbie Hancock, whose 
Grammy-winning single 
“Rockit” Bisi recorded, and 
Sonic Youth, whose 1985 
album “Bad Moon Rising” 
Bisi produced. 

“Sound and Chaos” co-
director Sara Leavitt, a 
television editor by day, met 
Bisi through a mutual friend 
and became enthralled by 
the sound mixing process 
that he goes through to cre-
ate a record, she said. Mak-

ing the movie was a lesson 
of another kind.

“It was so cool going 
around talking to musicians 
and fi nding out stuff about 
Gowanus,” said Leavitt, 
who lives in Crown Heights. 
“I did not realize how rough 
it was in the ’80s.”

Since then, the studio 
has seen the likes of car-
nival metal band White 
Zombie and punk-cabaret 
duo the Dresden Dolls pass 
through. And last month, 
Whole Foods opened across 
the street, to the chagrin of 
Bisi, who wishes it would 
take better care of the his-
toric Coignet building the 
grocer abuts on two sides.

“The neighborhood is 
sort of a fl ash point right 
now,” he said.

Leavitt and her co-direc-
tor Ryan Douglass plan to 
submit the documentary to 
fi lm festivals such as one at 
South by Southwest, which 
kicks off in early March.

New documentary follows canal-side recording studio from gangs to organic greens

BEHIND THE BOARDS: (Left) 
Record producer Martin Bisi 
has heard a lot from his perch 
in Gowanus’ BC Studio since he 
started it in the late 1970s near 
the fi lthy canal (above).

New wave meets sludge metal in Gowanus

Ph
ot

o 
by

 E
liz

ab
et

h 
Gr

ah
am

Ph
ot

o 
by

 S
te

fa
no

 G
io

va
nn

in
i



5
J

AN. 19, 2014, B
ROOKLYN W

EEKLY

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

Jewelry EX
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.

*Payments based on 8.95% annual percentage rate with automatic loan payments. Rates are based on credit worthiness.  
Other rates and terms available. Higher loan amounts available. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
An experimental Bush-

wick library’s attempt to 
get into the black backfi red 
after the book-minders’ 
tale that they turned down 
money from Big Oil sprang 
a big leak.

The curators of the 
Mellow Pages Library be-
came heroes of the local 
art scene this week when 
they claimed they turned 
down a massive donation 
from ExxonMobil on moral 
grounds, but the gas giant 
never offered them money 
in the fi rst place.

“We have no record of 
any interaction whatsoever 
with this library, and the 
fi rst we have heard of this 
matter is through media in-
quiries,” said ExxonMobil 

spokesman Richard Keil.
The year-old library on 

Bogart Street at Harrison 
Place houses more than 
3,000 titles and gives an-
nual memberships for $20 
or 10 donated books. Found-
ers Matt Nelson and Jacob 
Perkins ran an online fund-
raising campaign to save 
the place in the fall. The 
pledge drive netted just 
$5,218, far short of a $20,000 
goal. Shortly thereafter, 
the bookworms behind the 
project claimed they got an 
out-of-the-blue letter from 
ExxonMobil offering them 
$50,000 in the form of three-
and-a-half years of monthly 
rent payments.

On Tuesday, Nelson and 
Perkins posted a lengthy 
blog post  on the Fanzine 

website  asking support-
ers to weigh in on whether 
they should take the money 
from the company respon-
sible for some of the world’s 
largest environmental di-
sasters, including part of 
the decades-long oil spill in 
Greenpoint that was three 
times the size of the Exxon 
Valdez spill, another com-
pany catastrophe. 

The following day, the 
pair posted a lengthy let-
ter on the library’s Face-
book page explaining that 
they were turning down 
the cash infusion because 
a) Perkin’s father was an 
Alaskan fi sherman whose 
livelihood was destroyed by 
the Exxon Valdez crash; b) 
they valued their indepen-

Faked turning down $50,000 from ExxonMobil

RELAXATION STATION: The Mellow Pages is a laid-back reading room in Bushwick that sought donations 
by claiming on Facebook that it turned down money from Big Oil (inset). Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Library lied about cash

Continued on page 6
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Brooklyn’s Premier Entertainment Guide

Elegance without Extravagance

Enjoy our Three course dinner menu $27 
For Reservations 718-236-9883

1464 86th St. between 14th and 15th Ave.

I t a l i a n  R e s t a u r a n t

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
A scrappy acrobatic arts 

venue has signed a new 
lease on life. 

The House Of Yes has 
been homeless since the 
lease on its Williasmburg 
space  ran out last summer , 
but its founders inked a deal 
for new digs in Bushwick 
last Friday afternoon. 

“It hasn’t sunk in yet,” 
said Anya, an acrobat and 
aerialist who  runs the or-
ganization with artists Kae 
Burke and Elena Delgado . 
“I have gotten really good at 
not getting my hopes up in 
the past six months.”

The new performance 
parlor will have a larger 
stage and seating area than 
the old one, not to mention 
a smokehouse restaurant, a 
bar, and an outdoor lounge.

“This space is going to 
be a little bit more profes-
sional and sustainable,” Sa-
pozhnikova said.

The troupe’s new home at 
the corner of Wyckoff and Jef-
ferson avenues last housed a 
laundromat and will need an 
extensive renovation before 

the new House of Yes can af-
fi rmatively open. 

The circus crew needs to 
raise the ceiling from its cur-
rent height of 17 feet to around 
30 to accommodate its high-
fl ying classes and shows.

The aerial art house also 
needs a liquor license be-
fore it can open its doors.

“Everything is 100 per-
cent hinging on the liquor 
license,” said Sapozhnik-
ova. “This place will not be 

sustainable without it.”
Restaurateur Ilan Tel-

mont, who also owns the 
recently-opened Bake Shop 
on Driggs Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg as well as three 
cafes in Manhattan, plans 
to run the smokehouse and 
bar in the venue and host 
“circus brunches” on the 
weekends. 

“There will be people 
performing, DJs, a fashion 
show,” said Telmont. “Every 
brunch will be different.”

The team of tumblers 
will continue to throw 
shows, run its circus school, 
The Sky Box, and rent the 
space out to other entertain-
ers. The organization also 
plans to begin putting on 
children’s performances. 

“We want to do them once 
a month on Sundays, with 
deep discounts for neigh-
borhood kids,” said Sapo-
zhnikova. “We really want 
to expose the neighborhood 
kids to circus arts.”

Sapozhnikova said she 
expects the venue to open 
in late summer or early fall 
if all goes well. 

House of Yes gets home

dence; and c) they stood to 
lose the support of the in-
die arts community that 
would presumably frown 
on the tar-stained money.

The problem with the 
story is that the world’s 
largest publicly traded oil 
and gas company is not in 
the habit of making unso-
licited offers to save hip-
ster houses of mellow edu-
cation.

“ExxonMobil Corpora-
tion has a long and proud 
tradition of supporting 
a wide range of worthy 
charitable causes, and the 
funding scenario the li-
brary’s offi cials describe 
in no way comports with 
the open and transparent 
way we handle our chari-
table and philanthropic 
giving,” he said.

Perkins copped to the 
deception in an interview 
with the so-called “life-

style” website Brokelyn.
“We did it for the sur-

vival of the library,” he 
said. “But we’re okay with 
the reality of the situa-
tion, that people will hate 
us now.”

The schemer added that 
the bizarre lie was more 
of a performance than a 
prank and claimed that 
it has not saved the cash-
strapped reading room.

“We had no intention 
of capitalizing on this and 
there’s been no material 
gain,” he  told the website .

But the tale also got 
traction and pulled at peo-
ple’s purse strings. The 
Facebook responses to the 
long posting detailing the 
Exxon refusal are fi lled 
with offers of cold, hard 
cash. 

“Where is the link 
where we can all donate to 
in solidarity?!” wrote Liz 
Clark Wessel. 

“You’re awesome,” 
wrote Stephanie Theo-
dore. “If you need fund-

raising help, I’m happy to 
provide it.”

“Yes, really, WHERE 
SHOULD WE DONATE?” 
wrote Molly Rose Quinn. 

Once the prank was 
revealed, though, many 
online bibliophiles said 
it was as low as an avant-
garde book-borrowing 
business could go.

“I have to say this is 
probably one of the most 
disappointing things I 
have encountered since 
moving to New York,” 
wrote former supporter 
Conal Darcy on Facebook. 
“I had a lot of faith in the 
idea of Mellow Pages … 
I am reminded of a girl I 
dated in college who had 
a serious problem with ly-
ing.”

“Was belittling your 
fanbase with this prank 
actually worth it?” wrote 
Jimmy McMillan. “I don’t 
see why anybody would 
visit your library if you 
feel the need for this kind 
of cheap publicity.”

ON THE UP AND UP: Anya Sapozhnikova and Matt Stuart, both members of the House of Yes perfor-
mance collective, collect signature of community support for the new venue’s liquor license. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

COMMUNITY SUPPORT: Mem-
bers of the House of Yes are try-
ing to collect as many neighbors’ 
signatures as possible before 
they go before the state liquor 
board. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Continued from page 5

Library
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Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

ble-parking and blocking 
buses,” said Doris Cruz, 
chairwoman of CB10’s 
traffic and transportation 
committee. “We need some 
help.”

But enforcement of-
ficials warned that the 
large intersection would 
require three agents to 
monitor — and the bureau 
has just 186 agents for all 
of Brooklyn, lower Man-
hattan, and Staten Island. 
The traffic chiefs instead 
recommended red-arrow 
turn lights for Fourth Av-
enue in both directions, 
which they said would 
prevent turning vehicles 
from getting caught in 
the intersection after the 
lights change, or swing-
ing around into the cross-
walks while pedestrians 
have the right-of-way.

“There’s a big mess go-
ing on in the middle of 
the street with the turn-
ers,” said traffic enforce-
ment manager Joe Ellis. 
“A light would cut back on 
your congestion there.”

But Ellis said the board 
could still request officers 
for the junction.

“You can try,” Ellis 
said.

The city has suggested 
numerous reforms for the 
intersection in the past. 
The board voted against 
Department of Trans-
portation recommenda-
tions in Oct. 2013 for an 
elevated concrete island 
in the middle of the Ver-
razanno Bridge-side of the 
intersection and a  Herald 
Square-style pedestrian 
fence  — but embraced a 
proposal for a red-painted, 
buses-only lane on the side 
of Fourth Avenue nearest 
the Narrows.

The neighborhood 

panel has also  suggested 
relocating one of the five 
bus lines that use the in-
tersection . CB10 district 
manager Josephine Beck-
mann said that the board 
has already submitted a 
request to the city for the 
arrow lights, and has been 
told a study is underway. 

The NYPD already has 
agents posted five days 
a week at the neighbor-
hood’s most dangerous in-
tersection — 65th Street 
and Sixth Avenue — which 
are a holdover from a high-
way construction project. 
Authorities assured the 
board that those crossing 
guards will not be going 
anywhere any time soon.

“We plan on maintain-
ing them,” traffic enforce-
ment representative Don-
ald Powe said.

There were 104 colli-
sions at 65th Street and 
Sixth Avenue in 2012 and 
2013.

which has had a big hand in 
transforming the commer-
cial strip.

In 2005, Al Laboz, long-
time chairman of the Ful-
ton Mall Improvement As-
sociation,  told this paper 
he would redevelop the 
shopping area known as the 
Main Street of Black Amer-
ica the way he did Soho and 
Tribeca in Manhattan , con-
verting the old commercial 
space into chic loft digs with 
the help of public money. 
The following year he told 
the New York Observer that 
he wanted to “make Ful-
ton Mall into 34th Street” 
with “a sprinkling” of high-
end lingerie and women’s 
clothing stores on the drag 
known for its sneaker and 
cellphone shops but an-
chored by a Macy’s.

It appears that he is get-
ting his wish. The Offer-
man complex will include a 
TJ Maxx discount threads 
depot and sits next door to 
the already-opened loca-
tion of the Swedish cloth-
ier  H&M in a glass-walled 
building that the Laboz 
brothers also own . The sur-
rounding few blocks still 
contain a smattering of 
hat and jewelry shops and 
lunch spots, but are also 
home to a growing crop of 
luxury retailers such as  a 
Swarovski jewelry store  

and  an Armani Exchange .
But apartments, which 

have in large part driven 
the massive upward devel-
opment of Downtown since 
the neighborhood’s 2004 re-
zoning, will be a new sight 
on Fulton Mall. Shoppers 
we spoke to said they saw 
the latest change coming, 
but that does not necessar-
ily make it a good thing.

“They have to build 
places for the young profes-
sional,” said Rock Smith, a 
lifelong Brooklynite brows-
ing the racks at Fulton 
Mall’s Gap outlet. “It’s all 
part of gentrifi cation.”

Residents of the 120 
luxury lofts will not actu-
ally open up their doors 
onto the shopping haven, 
but will instead exit onto 
Duffi eld Street. As for the 
apartments themselves, 
they are going to be a sight 
to behold, according to 
Jody Laboz.

“Some of these apart-
ments are going to have 
15-foot ceilings,” he said. 
“There’s also going to be 
a common roof-deck and a 
magnifi cent atrium.”

The Offerman building 
housed Martin’s Depart-
ment Store from 1924 to 1979 
and was home to a Conway 
low-cost outfi tter ahead of 
its latest overhaul.

Fulton Mall is the bor-
ough’s busiest shopping 
area with 100,000 people 
passing through each day, 
according to the Fulton 

Mall Improvement Associa-
tion, but it holds a stigma 
that dates back to the eco-
nomic downturn of the 
1970s, according to one real 
estate broker.

“Old-time Brooklyners 
perceived it as a negative 
place. You only go there for 
jury duty or to a medical 
offi ce,” said Chris Havens, 
founder of aptsandlofts.
com. “But the people com-
ing in now, they haven’t 
heard about that.”

Havens is white and that 
negative perception depends 
on which old-timers you are 
talking about, according to 
documentarian Kelly An-
derson. Anderson is a white 
woman whose movie “My 
Brooklyn” chronicles the 
displacement of small busi-
nesses Downtown after the 
2004 rezoning, making the 
case that Fulton Mall’s sta-
tus as a hub for working-
class African-American 
shoppers was brushed aside 
in the push to build skyward 
and attract high-end stores.

“That sense of it as a 
gathering space has defi -
nitely been disrupted,” she 
said.

Smith, a black woman, 
echoed the sentiment, but 
said the seismic shifts 
Downtown have to do more 
with class than race.

“They want a certain 
demographic,” she said of 
developers like the Laboz 
brothers. “People with 
money.”

Continued from page 1 

Fulton

Continued from page 1 

Traffi c cop
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BY NATHAN TEMPEY
The Barclays Center 

saw a lot of action last 
weekend.

Friday saw the opening 
of a barbershop inside the 
arena. The two-chair hair-
cut shop will be run by the 
Williamsburg groomers of 
Fellow Barber in partner-
ship with the men’s maga-
zine GQ.

It may sit at Brooklyn’s 
crossroads, but the opera-
tion is not exactly conve-
nient, being that it will only 
be open during games and 
concerts.

It will also cost image-
conscious event-goers a 
pretty penny — a shave and 

a haircut will run you 300 
bits (that’s $75, for those of 
you keeping score).

Cypress Hills-bred 
boxer Luis Collazo broke 
in a chair with a presum-
ably free head shave ahead 
of the Brooklyn Nets’ 
double-overtime win that 
night over the hated Mi-
ami Heat.

The victory was the 
Nets’ fi fth straight, but the 
winning streak came to 
a bitter end on Saturday 
in Canada, when the bor-
ough’s home team fell to the 
Toronto Raptors.

Hometown hero Jay-Z 
raised spirits on Sunday, 
when he touched down at 

the arena for a concert as 
part of his Magna Carta 
Holy Grail tour. The rap 
superstar grew up two-
and-a-half miles away in 
the Marcy Houses and 
owned a small stake in the 
Nets and the arena until 
September 2013, when he 
reportedly sold it to Nets 
coach Jason Kidd and 
someone else to avoid a 
legal conflict of interest 
with his new sports man-
agement company. The hip 
hopper’s endorsement of 
the Atlantic Yards mega-
development ahead of its 
ground-breaking gave the 
controversial project a 
public relations bump.

Haircuts, Heat, and Hova brought the 
fans out in droves last weekend

DROPPIN’ ANCHOR: (Top) Jay Z makes a homecoming visit to the Barclays Center on Jan. 12 as part 
of his Magna Carta Holy Grail tour. (Above) Boxer Luis Collazo gets his dome shaved at the Jan. 10 
opening of a GQ-sponsored barbershop inside the Barclays Center. (Left) Nets fans get ready to watch 
Brooklyn’s home team beat the hated Miami Heat. 
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do with recyclables.
Sorting out leftovers — 

as well as food-stained pa-
per plates, napkins, coffee 
fi lters, and tea bags — along 
with existing plastic and 
metal recycling measures, 
will mean almost no actual 
trash to drag to the curb, 
according to Deputy Sani-
tation Commissioner Ron 
Gonen. 

“You’re not going to 
have that much refuse left, 
and that’s our goal,” Gonen 
told Community Board 10 
on Jan. 13.

It’s an early phase in a 
plan that Gonen says will 
slash the amount of trash 
the city pays to bury in out-
of-state landfi lls, saving $85 
million a year.

“We’re linking up the 
environmental movement 
with economic develop-
ment,” Gonen said.

The city will transport 
the putrefying table scraps 
by train, truck, or barge ei-
ther to a processing facility 
upstate, or to an experimen-
tal digester on the Newtown 
Creek. The upstate facil-
ity will take the waste for 
free and convert it to com-
post to sell to farmers. The 
Newtown Creek facility 
will let the moldy victuals 
decompose in sealed cham-
bers and capture burnable 
natural gas — which the 
city hopes one day to con-
vert into fuel for Sanitation 
trucks. The eventual objec-
tive is to have all the rotting 
fodder processed into gas 
inside the city’s metro area, 

saving even more 
money. 

The 18-month 
Ridge pilot pro-
gram currently 
calls for private 
houses to get 
13-gallon bins to 
wheel out to the 
curb once a week. 
Apartment build-
ings of up to nine 
units will receive 
three or four 
21-gallon bins 
— plus a small 
kitchen collector 
for each individ-
ual houshold, so 
that tenants can 
load up their old 
food and dump 
it in the larger 
containers. Resi-
dents can request 
more and larger 
bins for free, and 
buildings of 10 or 
more units can 
ask the city consider add-
ing them to the program. 

A bin full of moldy food 
might seem like a rat magnet 
in the making, but Gonen as-
sured CB10 that the carriers 
are heavy-duty, with latch-
ing, animal-proof lids.

“Nothing’s getting into 
this thing,” Gonen assured 
the board.

The city will launch 
a mailer and doorhanger 
campaign in the next few 
months to raise awareness 
about the experiment. The 
program is entirely volun-
tary, and there are no pen-
alties for not participating. 
But Sanitation selected Bay 
Ridge as a testing ground 
because of the neighbor-
hood’s high rate of house-

hold recycling.
“Government is usually 

risk-averse, they want to go 
slowly, go where it’s likely 
to work,” said Gonen.

The board backed the 
plan, but requested two 
things — that the city include 
the entire area the panel rep-
resents, spanning from 62nd 
Street to 101st Street, and 
Shore Road to 14th Avenue, 
and that the bins get picked 
up twice weekly. 

The board was espe-
cially concerned about 
the potential for unpleas-
ant odors in the warmer 
months if Sanitation only 
comes by once a week.

“It’s not going to be 
pretty in August,” said 
panel member Doris Cruz.

Continued from page 1 

Compost

been used in years, and a 
zoning variance that will 
allow the nightclub to open 
is void as a result.

But one of the struc-
ture’s owners, Sharon 
Ackerman, who handed 
over the lease to Brooklyn 
Bowl honcho Peter Shapiro 
in 2012, claimed the ware-
house has been a bustling 
piece of her plumbing and 
heating business since 
1982, though neighbors 
with day jobs may not have 
been around to see it.

“People who work 9-to-5 
or 9-to-6, would not see our 
trucks leaving and enter-

ing the building unless 
they stood there all day,” 
she said at the hearing. 
“We maintained the entire 
building at 280 Bond St. for 
our business.”

We Are Gowanus reps 
countered that there is no 
evidence work happened 
there for at least the last 
two years, meaning the 
building should be stripped 
of its commercial use since 
it sits within a zone that 
does not allow the business 
to be there. 

A local pol concurred, 
saying the city should re-
visit its October decision 
to approve the family-
oriented eatery that will 
turn into a music venue at 
night.

“It is an exceptionally 
quiet block,” Councilman 
Steve Levin said. 

“This deserves the high-
est level of scrutiny.”

Activists fear the play 
place will be an unruly 
rock hall, but Shapiro has 
insisted that it will be a 
low-key jazz club with oc-
casional lectures and the-
atrical performances. 

During the day, it is 
slated to offer kids music 
classes with names such as 
Reggae for Babies and Lit-
tle Rockers.

The city asked the venue 
to submit phone bills and 
evidence of employment at 
the Bond Street warehouse 
before another hearing on 
March 25.

Continued from page 1 

Kids’ bar

NEW BIN IN TOWN: Ridgites will be sepa-
rating their kitchen scraps into these new 
organics collection bins to be composted 
instead of dumped in a landfi ll. 
 Photo by Josephine Beckmann
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Deep Tissue Laser Treatment is an innovative, scientifically 
based, therapeutic modality. This new technology 
offers advanced pain relief and expedited healing times 
through a process known as photobiostimulation.

Deep Tissue Laser Treatment delivers, deep, 
penetrating, photonic (light) energy to bring about 
profound physiological changes. ATP (Adenosine-
triphosphate) production is increased, inflammation 
and pain reduced and circulation increased at the site of 
pain. These changes in cellular chemistry are triggered by 
the deep tissue laser making it a true healing modality.

Deep Tissue Laser Therapy does not require the use 
of drugs or surgery, and there are no known side effects 
or risks that may occur with other forms of treatment. 
In addition, it can often achieve results faster than other 
treatment modalities. During the treatment the patient 
will feel a deep soothing warmth. This pleasant sensation 
reassures the patient that the laser is stimulating cellular 
activity.

Lasers have made a remarkable contribution toward 
healthcare, allowing practitioners to treat a variety of 
conditions with the speed of light. As a non-invasive 
tool, the laser is particularly effective for the efficient 
treatment of soft tissue injuries, sprains and strains, and 
a variety of other ailments and pain.

Low Level Laser enhances metabolic activity at the 
cellular level, without generating tissue-damaging heat.

Some of the benefits of laser treatment include:
 Fast reduction of pain 
 Improvement of nerve function
 Reduction of muscle spasms.
 Speeding of tissue repair
 Development of muscle tissue and collagen
 Reduction of inflammation,swelling 

  and scar tissue formation
 Pain reduction immediately 

The Class IV laser, approved by the FDA in 2006, 
packs a punch while remaining non-invasive. The Class 
IV laser is capable of reaching depths of 6 to 9 inches, 
with a treatment beam of up to 3 inches.

Because the Class IV laser reaches deep into the 
tissues, it is ideal for treating sprains and strains, arthritis, 
calcified muscles and fibrotic adhesions, as well as intra-
articular tissues inside of the joints. Its far-reaching 
capabilities also allow the Class IV to achieve results 
in less time than most cold lasers currently used today. 
With treatment times of as little as 5 to 15 minutes, the 
Class IV laser allows many conditions to vastly improve 
within a few visits. Oftentimes, patients find immediate, 
soothing relief that improves with each treatment.

A partial list of the kind of conditions that can be 
helped… 

 Bulging, Slipped Discs 
 Spinal Fusion
 Neck Pain
 Sciatica Pain
 Migraine Headaches
 Back Pain & Spinal Conditions
 Tennis Elbow
 Carpal Tunnel Syndrome 
 Neuropathy Pain
 Bell’s Palsy
 Plantar Fasciitis
 Sports Injuries
 Sprains & Strains
 Knee Pain
 Hamstring Tears
 Arthritic Pain

If you are tired of living with pain and would like 
to see if you qualify for deep tissue laser treatment call 
718-234-6206 for a FREE CONSULTATION right 
now. Dr. Keller has seen such dramatic fast pain relief 
with Deep Tissue Laser Treatment, that she offers one 
FREE treatment to see if you respond and if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new non surgical pain 
relieving treatment. Due to the overwhelming response 
to this type of offer, this offer will be good for the first 
25 callers. If the lines are busy, keep trying. 

Listen to what patients are saying: 
“I had been suffering from knee pain for many 
months before I tried laser treatments using Deep 
Tissue Laser. After just a couple treatments, my knee 
pain was reduced to the point where I can finally 
live a more normal life again. These treatments are 
simply remarkable!” 
 - Jennifer C. 

 “I started treatments with Deep Tissue Laser 
after I had injured my neck in a car accident. The 
treatments allowed me to return to work much more 
quickly than anyone had expected, considering the 
pain I was in. During the treatments, all I felt was a 
warming sensation as the laser was moved across the 
injured area where all my pain was. After just three 
short treatments, my pain was almost totally gone. 
Thanks, Doctor!” 
 - Jason B. 

“The Deep Tissue Laser treatments I received 
dramatically helped my recovery from a broken leg. 
Not only did it help reduce the swelling, the pain 
relief I experienced was nothing short of miraculous. 
My orthopedic doctor was amazed with the results.” 
- John M. 

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller
5911 16th Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11204
brooklynspinecenter.com

718.234.6206
Does not apply to federal beneficiaries 
Copyright © 2009 Martin

Are You Suffering With Severe Constant Pain?
New Laser Light Breakthrough Treatment

 May Reduce Or Even Eliminate Pain 
Of  The Worst Kind In Just Minutes

If you are suffering with severe pain despite all the treatments, that may have failed you 
in the past, you may now have some hope of reducing or even eliminating your pain 

with a new non-surgical, painless laser treatment now available in Brooklyn.
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