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BY MEGAN RIESZ
Turn off that devil music!
Members of the Russian 

protest punk group Pussy 
Riot are set to make their 
fi rst post-prison appearance 
in the United States at the 
Barclays Center in Febru-
ary, but one local priest does 
not want those heretics any-
where near his fl ock.

“This is satanic,” said 
Archpriest Serge Lukianov 
of the Orthodox New Mar-
tyrs and Confessors of Rus-
sia Church in Bensonhurst.

The anarchist rockers 
made headlines in 2012 when 
the Russian authorities ar-
rested three of them for 
fi lming a raucous anti-Vlad-
mir Putin music video in a 

Russian Orthodox Church 
cathedral in Moscow. The 
group became a cause cel-
ebre over the course of the 
trio’s subsequent trial and 
imprisonment on hooligan-
ism charges. Two are now 
fresh out of the pokey — the 
third was released in 2012 
— and planning to say a few 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The People’s Playground’s alco-

hol content is about to rise!
The company behind Coney Is-

land Lager will soon debut a full-
scale brewery in the beer’s name-
sake neighborhood.

The craft-brewer Alchemy — 
a subsidiary of Boston Brewery, 
which produces Sam Adams — said 
that plans are underway to start 
mixing the barley malt and hops 
at an as-yet undecided spot near 
Surf Avenue and the world-famous 
amusement district. The ferment-
ing facility should be making suds 
by summer, in time to quench the 
crowds thronging the beach and 
the rides, a sales manager said.

“We’re looking to create a space 
where you can drink beer there 
on the premises and where we can 
supply beer to the New York City 
area,” said manager Mike Shee-
han.

The brewery could include a 
bar and will defi nitely feature a 
tasting room, he said.

Coney Island Lager began as an 
offshoot of San Francisco’s Shmaltz 
Brewing Company, and  operated 
out of Sideshows by the Seashore  at 

BY NICHELLE HENRY
The Metropolitan Trans-

portation Authority will fi -
nally be reimbursed for mil-
lions of dollars in repairs it 
made in Marine Park after 
Hurricane Sandy.

Nearly $3.5 million in 
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency funding will 
reimburse the agency for 

repairs and improvements 
on the Marine Parkway-Gil 
Hodges Bridge done last year 
after the superstorm swept 
away a sea wall and doused 
its electrical systems with 
seawater.

The Marine Parkway 
Bridge is a four-lane bridge 
connecting Beach Channel 

Continued on page 6
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State’s plan to exterminate 
mute swans ruffl es feathers

BY COLIN MIXSON
What does an ugly duckling 

grow up to become in New York?  
A dead swan, that’s what — if the 
state gets its way!

Albany has declared the mute 
swan an enemy of the state and 
plans to eradicate the menace by 
2025.

The state’s Department of 
Environmental Conservation’s 
recently released “Mute Swan 
Management Plan,” labels the 
bird an invasive species that 
hurts the environment and calls 
for the elimination of the per-
swan-a non grata’s free-ranging 
population in the state.

“This plan supports actions 
by DEC to eliminate free-rang-
ing mute swans from New York 
by 2025,” the department’s web-
site reads.

The bird, which can weigh up 
to 25 pounds and is New York’s 
largest fowl, has become ubiqui-
tous along Southern Brooklyn’s 
waterfront and Prospect Park 
is home to nine of the birds, ac-
cording to the anti-fowl-slaugh-
ter group Goosewatch NYC. 

Mute swans are a particularly 
common sight in Sheepshead 
Bay, where  one unfortunate 
feathered friend was discovered 

Continued on page 6
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DEVIL MUSIC: A priest says 
the Russian band is not wel-
come in the borough.

PER-SWAN-A NON GRATA: The Department of Environmental Conservation 
wants to eradicate every mute swan in New York state — including those living 
in Brooklyn — by 2025.  File photo

Fed cash for bridge Priest: Pussy Riot ‘Satanic’
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
The city plans to narrow 

several blocks of Kent Avenue 
to keep drivers from speeding 
after exiting the Brooklyn-
Queens Expressway. 

The traffi c calming 
proposal for the stretch of 
road between Williams-
burg Street West and Cly-
mer Street was prompted 
in part by the March deaths 
of Raizy and Nathan Glau-
ber, newlyweds who were 
driving down Kent Avenue 
when a speeding cabbie hit 
them on Wilson Avenue. 
One Williamsburg resident 
praised the changes. 

“It will cause inconve-
nience, but if it saves lives, 
it is a good thing,” said 
James Planert, who often 
walks along the avenue. 

The proposed tweaks 
include moving the Wil-
liamsburg-Bridge-bound 
bike lane off the sidewalk to 
create a two-way bike path 
on the East River side of 
the road. The bike highway 
would be separated from 
car traffi c with a barricade 
and drivers travelling in 
opposite directions would 
be divided by a seven-foot-
wide median. 

The city has installed 
new traffi c lights and cross-
walks where Kent Avenue 

crosses Wilson and Hooper 
streets over the past few 
months 

A study by the city found 
that four-fi fths of drivers 
speed when headed towards 
the Williamsburg Bridge 
on Kent while just a quar-
ter of drivers speed going 
the other way. The problem 
is exacerbated by the street 
having two lanes heading 
bridge-ward and the lane 
facing the expressway ap-
pearing wider than it is 
because of the median-less 
bike and parking lanes, ac-

cording to the city. 
Moving the sidewalk 

bike lane will also give 
pedestrians more elbow 
room on an increasingly 
congested stretch. Biking 
on the Kent Avenue lanes 
increased by two-thirds on 
weekdays between 2008 and 
2010 and by more than three 
times on weekends during 
the same period. 

Both Community Board 
1 and 2 have approved the 
changes. The city says it 
will begin construction on 
the road in the spring. 

More car-braking measures coming to W’burg

Kent get enough

LANE CHANGES: A new design for part of Kent Avenue moves a 
bike lane off the sidewalk, switches the side of the street that driv-
ers park on, and adds paint and concrete to keep cyclists, motor-
ists, and pedestrians separated.  Department of Transportation

BY COLIN MIXSON
An early morning fi re in 

Flatlands claimed a three-
story, Victorian-era home on 
Brooklyn Avenue last Fri-
day, but spared the lives of 
its inhabitants, who escaped 
with only minor injuries.

Firefi ghters were called 
in to battle the inferno be-
tween Avenue I and J at 7:22 
am, and when they reached 
the scene they quickly up-
graded the blaze to a sec-
ond-alarm fi re, according 
to an FDNY spokesman.

Before it was all over, 
106 of New York’s Brav-
est attacked the fi re for an 
hour amidst the frigid air of 
the polar vortex, which re-
turned to Kings County for 

round two, after fi rst strik-
ing the city a few days into 
the New Year.

The bitter temperature, 
which sank to an icy 9 de-

grees, made the job harder 
on the fi refi ghters, but didn’t 
cause any signifi cant prob-
lems with the equipment, ac-
cording to a spokesman.

“As far as cold, the most 
we get is some icicles on the 
rig, or problems with the 
hose lines freezing up,” said 
an FDNY spokesman. “It 
makes the job a little more 
diffi cult, but we’re trained to 
prevent problems like those 
happening.”

The Victorian home was 
destroyed by the fi re, but 
the folks inside managed to 
escape without harm, save 
for one man who suffered 
minor injuries that were 
treated at the scene, accord-
ing to an FDNY spokesman.

Fire in frigid Flatlands

FIRE FIGHTING IN THE COLD: 
Firefi ghters struggled to 
smother a blaze at a Brooklyn 
Avenue home. 
 Photo by Paul Martinka
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Who needs the Super Bowl — the New York-Penn 

League All-Star Game is coming to Brooklyn!
The best and brightest of the Class-A short-sea-

son league will go to bat at MCU Park in Coney Is-
land on Aug. 19, 2014 — marking the fi rst time since 
2005 that the Cy-
clones’ home has 
hosted the match-
up.

Top brass at 
the ’Clones orga-
nization said the 
game will not only 
showcase the bat-
ting, pitching, and 
fi elding skills of 
the young base-
ball players, but 
also the enormous 
transformations 
the People’s Play-
ground has un-
dergone in the last 
decade.

“It’s been al-
most 10 years since 
we hosted the 
game, and we are 
excited for the op-
portunity to show 
the fans, players, 
and executives from around the league the transfor-
mation that Coney Island has undergone,” said Mini-
Mets vice president Steve Cohen.

New York-Penn offi cials said they picked the 
Pride of Coney Island’s stadium to host the game 
because the team has led the league in attendance 
every year since it came to Brooklyn in 2001.

“The Cyclones have consistently set the bar for 
excellence in their operations, overall fan experi-
ence, and community involvement,” said league 
prez Ben Hayes.

The game promises to be a Civil War of sorts, 
pitting South against North. The South All-Star 
Affiliates will feature the finest talents from 
the Cyclones, alongside players from their re-
viled rivals the Staten Island Yankees, as well 
as the Williamsport Crosscutters, Jamestown 
Jammers, Aberdeen Ironbirds, Mahoning Val-
ley Scrappers, and the State College Spikes. The 
North team will include athletes from the Au-
burn Doubledays, Batavia Muckdogs, Connecti-
cut Tigers, Hudson Valley Renegades, Lowell 
Spinners, Tri-City Valleycats, and the Vermont 
Lake Monsters.

The 2005 All-Star Game — the fi rst ever in the 
New York Penn League — pitted National League 
affi liates against the American League-connected 
clubs, with the Cyclones and the National League 
edging out the Yankees and the American League 
in a 5–4 squeaker.

The All-Star Game will not be the only showdown 
at MCU. The day before the professional baseball game, 
the stadium will host the Civil Servant/Celebrity All-
Star Challenge — a softball game featuring players 
from the Police, Fire, Sanitation, and Port Authority 
Police departments, with one team led by Brooklyn-
born retired Mets hurler John Franco and the other 
by borough-native Rosanna Scotto of Fox 5’s Good Day 
New York.

AMAZIN’: Legendary Mets south-
paw and Bensonhurst native John 
Franco will captain a team of civil 
servant softballers at MCU Park 
before the All-Star Game. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

A dinger!
All-Stars coming to ConeyGRIMM’S  GRIMM’S  

REGRETREGRET

Rep apologizes to reporter for verbal threat
BY WILL BREDDERMAN

Rep. Michael Grimm 
says he is sorry for  menac-
ing a television journalist 
after the President’s State 
of the Union address on Jan. 
28 , but Dems are saying he 
is not sorry enough — and 
political experts say he soon 
may be even sorrier.

Grimm (R–Bay Ridge) 
threatened to throw a NY1 
reporter over the Congres-
sional balcony, then “break 
him in half” after the news-
man inquired about a fed-
eral investigation into the 
pol’s campaign fi nances.

“I shouldn’t have al-
lowed my emotions to get 
the better of me and lose my 
cool,” said in a statement. “I 
have apologized to Michael 
Scotto, which he graciously 
accepted, and will be sched-
uling a lunch soon.”

Scotto  tweeted that he 
had accepted the apology , 
but it wasn’t enough for the 
ex-Marine and Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation agent’s 
Democratic critics. 

Forces seeking to un-
seat the Congressman in 
this year’s election jumped 
on the incident,  recalling 
the recent arrest of Grimm 
contributor Diana Durand 
for allegedly breaking fed-
eral campaign fi nance 
laws through donations to 
Grimm’s 2010 election ef-

fort . They also alluded to the 
ongoing investigation into 
whether the Congressman’s 
fund-raisers  strong-armed 
members of a Manhattan 
rabbi’s congregation into 
giving money to Grimm’s 
successful bid for the Staten 
Island–to–Gravesend seat .

“What exactly was Con-
gressman Michael Grimm 
so afraid of discussing that 
he threatened to throw a 

reporter off a balcony?” de-
manded the Democratic 
Congressional Campaign 
Committee, which funds 
deep-blue bids for the House 
of Representatives. “There’s 
an abundance of corruption, 
ethics and fund-raising con-
troversies to choose from.”

And Grimm’s Democrat 
rival, ex-Coney Island Coun-
cilman Domenic Recchia, 
blasted the incumbent as a 

national disgrace.
“Michael Grimm’s be-

havior last night was dis-
graceful, completely unac-
ceptable, and unfi tting of a 
United States Congressman. 
Using threats of physical 
violence to intimidate the 
press from doing their jobs 
is against everything our 
country — and our govern-
ment — stands for, and is a 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Hot-headed Rep. Michael Grimm’s 

scrape with NY1 reporter Michael 
Scotto may not have been the 
fi rst time his temper got the 
best of him in public. Stories 
about the Bay Ridge congress-
man’s volatile demeanor have 
followed him for years, so we 
have rounded up the Republi-
can’s greatest hits:

• In 1999, Grimm and a date en-
tered a Queens nightclub called Ca-
ribbean Tropics — apparently unaware 
that the woman’s estranged husband was 
inside,  according the New Yorker maga-
zine . The spurned hubby accosted the 
then-Federal Bureau of Investigations 
agent, and a heated exchange ensued 
where Grimm allegedly warned “He don’t 
know who he’s f------ with. I’ll f------ make 
him disappear where nobody will fi nd 

him.” Grimm then left, and reportedly re-
turned later with a gun, screaming, “I’m 

gonna f------ kill him.” Grimm alleg-
edly then left again, and returned 
a third time with a fellow g-man 
and a group of police offi cers and 
declared the Feds were taking 
control of the scene. To locate 
the husband, he reportedly or-

dered, “All the white people get 
out of here.” Grimm denied the 

incident took place.
• In 2012, at a meeting of the 

Bensonhurst West End Community 
Council, several residents in attendance 
demanded to know how Grimm could rep-
resent their largely Democratic neighbor-
hood when he was a “Tea-Party Republi-
can.” The critics attempted to talk over 
the Congressman, causing him to become 
visibly angry. 

Mike’s history of violent talk

Continued on page 9

Continued on page 9
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Putting together a last-minute 
Super Bowl party? There is no need 
to drop the ball by only serving 
your guests chips and dip. We have 
rounded up several Brooklyn eat-
eries that will take care of the big 
game catering for you, at late no-
tice. Whether you are in the mood 
for wings, barbecue, or even meat-
balls, Brooklyn has you covered like 
Buffalo sauce.

Uncle Jimmy’s 
Backyard BBQ

The package: Deals start ay 
two-dozen grilled wings, a rack 
of ribs, and two pounds of pulled 
pork for $90, and go up to fi ve slabs 
of ribs, fi ve-dozen grilled wings, 
and fi ve pounds of pulled pork for 
$300. You will also get plenty of 
mac ’n’ cheese and coleslaw, plus 
a choice of add-ons. For dessert, 
there is an apple crisp.

Delivery?: Yes.
Pre-order: By 9 pm, Feb. 1.
[8727 Fourth Ave. at 88th 

Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 567–
3800, www.bbqbrooklyn.com].

The Meatball Shop
The package: Mix things up 

with an order of meatballs. You 
can order 36 balls (including 
sauce) for $70, or 80 for $145. Meat 
choices include beef, spicy pork, 
chicken, and veggie. Sides and 
cookies can also be added on. 

Delivery?: No.
Pre-order: 48 hours in ad-

vance.
[170 Bedford Ave. near N. 

Eighth Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 551–0520, www.themeat-
ballshop.com].

Pork Slope
The package: This punny 

Park Slope barbecue joint is offer-
ing a pork shoulder, 25 wings, and 
half-trays of coleslaw and potato 
salad for $195.

Delivery?: No.
Pre-order: 48 hours in ad-

vance.
247 Fifth Ave. between Carroll 

Street and Garfi eld Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–7675, www.pork-
slopebrooklyn.com].

The Wing Bar
The package: What is a Su-

per Bowl party without loads of 
wings? You can order 100 for $75 
here, in mild, medium, hot, or 
barbecue. Beyond wings, menu 
options also include fried pick-
les, fried Brussels sprouts, cream 
cheese jalapeno poppers, and moz-
zarella sticks.

Delivery?: Yes.
Pre-order: Recommended, but 

will take limited orders on the 
day.

[275 Smith St. between Degraw 
and Sackett streets in Carroll 
Gardens, (718) 237–2728, www.
thewingbar.com].

Eastern District
The package: Create a custom-

ized party platter and choose from 
a variety of meats and cheeses at 
this high-end Greenpoint gro-
cery. Platters are $7 per person 
(minimum of fi ve) and come with 
crackers, olives, nuts, and dried 
fruit and are displayed on a com-
postable bamboo tray. 

Delivery?: No.
Pre-order: At least 24 hours in 

advance.
[1053 Manhattan Ave. be-

tween Eagle and Freeman 
streets in Greenpoint, (718) 349–
1432, www.easterndistrictny.
com].

Last-minute Super Bowl party solutions from local eateries

FOR THE WING: Uncle Jimmy’s Backyard BBQ’s Maria Young holds a plate of 
wings from the Bay Ridge eatery’s Super Bowl menu. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

A guide to winging it
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

Jewelry EX
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.

Borrow $10,000
for as low as $300 per month

 Loan Rates Lower Than 
   Credit Card Rates
 Installment Loans Raise 

   Your Credit Score
 Apply Online, By Phone, 

   or Stop In

MAIN OFFICE:
BRUNCH:

Apply Online at www.brfcu.org
Payments based on 8.95% annual percentage rate with automatic loan payments. Rates are based on credit worthiness.

Other rates and terms available. Higher loan amounts available. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

LOANS MADE EASY...
      ... AND THAT’S THE TRUTH!

BY MEGAN RIESZ
The Park Slope Food 

Co-op knows it could lose 
business to a fledgling do-
good food store in Wind-
sor Terrace, and it does 
not care.

The famed Union 
Street co-op has been giv-
ing Windsor Terrace or-
ganizers advice on how to 
form their own members-
only grocery despite the 
fact that hundreds of the 
up-and-coming store’s 
would-be worker-owners 
currently belong to the 
longtime kale haven.

“We feel that we could 
possibly lose members, but 
it is a good thing to have 
co-ops in neighborhoods,” 
said Amy Herpel, general 
coordinator at the Park 
Slope Food Co-op. 

The idea for the Wind-
sor Terrace Food Co-op 
took root after the beloved 
Key Foods on Prospect Av-
enue closed two summers 
ago, sparking rallies and 
petitions by locals who la-
mented the disappearance 
of the neighborhood’s only 
grocery store. Slope co-
operators encouraged the 
venture, which has buy-in 
from 300 to 350 people, ac-
cording to a Windsor Ter-
race organizer.

“Our relationship with 
Park Slope is the center-
piece of what could be 
problematic or what could 
be successful,” said Wind-
sor Terrace food activist 
Jack O’Connell. “At one 
point in the very begin-
ning I did think of this as 

competitive, but my think-
ing has evolved.”

Herpel and other Park 
Slope members initially 
advised O’Connell and his 
team to wrangle up com-
munity support and win 
firm commitments from 
would-be members and 
eventually agreed to help 
with drafts of Windsor 
Terrace’s by-laws, which 
would make the new ven-
ture a fully-fledged corpo-
ration with a board of di-
rectors.

Windsor Terrace also 
hopes to broker a deal 
with Park Slope that 
would allow members of 
the 41-year-old co-op, who 
have to work one two-
hour, 45-minute shift ev-
ery month, to have their 
time spent pitching in at 
the new market counted. 
Park Slope’s world-famous 
green grocer has more 

than 16,000 members, and 
at least a few of them could 
defect to a more intimate 
store, O’Connell said.

“You have people that 
feel the tasks they do on 
a monthly basis [at Park 
Slope] are meaningless, 
or not the greatest ex-
periences in the world,” 
O’Connell said. “It is so 
crowded that they do not 
look at it as being a won-
derful co-op experience.”

But the hunt for a two-
story space has not been 
easy. The team was pursu-
ing a building on Green-
wood Avenue near Pros-
pect Avenue — the former 
home of Blondie’s Deli — 
but rent was astronomi-
cal, O’Connell said. Wind-
sor Terrace is not exactly 
flush with commercial 
space, either, he said.

“The neighborhood 
is changing, and the dol-
lar signs are going up,” 
O’Connell said. 

The Windsor Terrace 
Food Co-op would charge 
between $125 and $200 to 
join, plus a $25 member-
ship fee, much like its Park 
Slope counterpart, but the 
next six months will prob-
ably decide whether the 
project will even make it 
to that point. The grocery 
needs buy-in from about 
400 comrades to open, ac-
cording to O’Connell.

“It has to be a moment 
of do or die at some point,” 
he said. “If we do not get 
X number of members, we 
will have to say this just 
did not work.”

Planned Windsor Terrace grocery would 
take members from its Park Slope peer

GROCERY GUY: Jack O’Connell 
hopes to make the Windsor Ter-
race Food Co-op a thing, but 
nothing is certain yet. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Cooperating 
cooperatives

 COURIER LIFE CLASSIFIEDS
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the corner of W. 12th Street 
and Surf Avenue from 2011 
to 2012. The freakshow’s 
owner, Dick Zigun, let the 
company make its micro-
micro-brews by the one-
gallon batch in his building 
rent free. 

But  Hurricane Sandy 
swamped the property, and 
the brewers moved out . 
Shmaltz sold the label to Al-
chemy in Aug. 2013, Shee-
han said. The lager will 
remain as a legacy brand 
and will be joined by a new 
version of the Mermaid Pil-
sner and an India Pale Ale, 
among other varieties.

“We may use the same 
names, but all of the liquid 
will be brand new,” Shee-
han said.

Alcohol and Coney Is-
land have been synonymous 
for more than a century. 

Besides the famous bars 
on the Boardwalk, the Her-
man Popper Building fi rst 
rose on Surf Avenue be-
tween Stillwell Avenue and 
W. 12th Street in 1904 as a 

bottling plant. The facil-
ity supplied spirits to the 
neighborhood bars until 
Prohibition hit in 1920. To-
day, the Popper Building 
houses Popeye’s Chicken.

Continued from page 1 

Brewery
suffering from lead poison-
ing on E. 19th Street near 
Emmons Avenue last sum-
mer by local resident Sha-
ron Messer , who happened 
to be the offi ce manager for 
then-Assemblyman Steve 
Cymbrowitz. 

The big-hearted state 
employee quickly sum-
moned the NYPD, which 
transported the swan to 
the Wild Bird Fund in 
Manhattan, where it was 
treated before being sent 
to live out its days at a bird 
sanctuary in Stamford, 
Conn.

Other Brooklynites 
have a soft spot for swans 
as well, such as Anne-Ka-
trin Titze and her trusty 
sidekick Ed Bahlman, who 
 rescued three swans in 
Prospect Park last June 
that had gotten their beaks 
snared on carelessly dis-
carded fi shing hooks . 

But in the eyes of the 
state, Messer, the Wild 
Bird Fund, Bahlman, and 
even Titze — a wildlife 
rehabilitator licensed by 
none other than the De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Conservation — were 
all aiding and abetting a 
foul fowl bent on the de-
struction of New York’s 
watery habitats.

“Mute swans can cause 
a variety of problems, in-
cluding aggressive behav-
ior towards people, destruc-
tion of submerged aquatic 
vegetation, displacement 

of native wildlife species, 
degradation of water qual-
ity, and potential hazards 
to aviation,” reads the de-
partment’s website.

The mute swan, which 
was introduced to the New 
World from Europe in the 
late 19th century, may be 
prized for its aesthetic 
qualities, but it’s also a 
vicious brawler, known 
to harass hapless pedes-
trians and other birds, 
which wander too close the 
swan’s nesting areas.

In addition, the mute 
swan is a terrible glutton, 
and has been gobbling up 
underwater plant life at an 
alarming rate, according 
to the agency, destroying 
95 percent of submerged 
vegetation where they 
hang out, thus depriving 
other animals of food and 
habitat.

But perhaps most dis-
turbing is what happens 
to all that vegetation after 
the swans eat it.

The department cites a 
1979 study in Maryland of 
a similar species — tundra 
swans — which found they 
excreted 100 times more fe-
cal coliform bacteria than 
Canada geese. A follow-up 
study by the department 
confi rmed that water in ar-
eas where mute swans feed 
had elevated concentra-
tions of coliform bacteria, 
which can trigger beach 
closings when detected at 
high levels.

This is not the fi rst time 
Brooklyn has been touched 
by anti-avian atrocities 
—  authorities carried out 

a goose massacre in Pros-
pect Park in 2010 , sparking 
 widespread public outrage  
and  pro-goose civic ac-
tion . And the state regu-
larly rounds up and gasses 
geese on Brooklyn’s south-
ern shore.

Public opinion could 
stall the state’s swan cull-
ing initiative. The mute 
swan’s distinctive white 
plumage, black facial 
markings, and gracefully 
curved neck have become 
symbols of beauty and ro-
mance, so the idea of tax 
dollars funding a program 
to exterminate the birds 
may not go over well.

“There are different ac-
tions at play and people are 
trying to do their best to 
have this turned around,” 
said veterinarian Rita Mc-
Mahon, who cared for the 
sick swan found in Sheep-
shead Bay. “All the swans 
that people respond to 
about how lovely and ma-
jestic they are, those are 
mute swans.”

Indeed,  GooseWatch 
NYC  — a group spawned 
by  the infamous Prospect 
Park goose massacre  — 
has already started a peti-
tion on Change.org.

It has gotten more than 
20,000 signatures so far.
The state is taking com-
ments on the plan through 
Feb. 21. Mail to NYSDEC 
Bureau of Wildlife, Swan 
Management Plan, 625 
Broadway, Albany, NY 
12233-4754 or e-mail  fw-
wildlf@gw.dec.state.ny.us  
with “Swan plan” in the 
subject line.

Continued from page 1 

Swans

CONEY ALE-LAND: Coney Island Lager will open a large-scale 
brewery in the People’s Playground this summer. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson
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Drive in Rockaway, Queens, 
to Flatbush Avenue in Ma-
rine Park, with nearly 8 mil-
lion vehicle crossings a year. 
The bridge is also popular 
among Brooklyn cyclists 
who use the bike lane to get 
to the beaches of Rockaway 
in the summer. More impor-
tantly, the critical causeway 
is the main evacuation route 
for residents of the Rockaway 
Peninsula. 

It is also a lift bridge, 
equipped to raise a portion of 
its span to allow boats to en-
ter Jamaica Bay.

Hurricane Sandy caused 
critical damage to the 
bridge’s electrical and me-
chanical systems, requiring 

immediate repair, in addi-
tion to damaging several 
parts of the bridge structure, 
including an adjacent sea 
wall and service road. 

Most of the money will 
reimburse the agency for 
repairs, including $1.5 mil-
lion to repair erosion caused 
by the storm surge, $161,144 
to repair equipment ruined 
when the electrical rooms 
were fl ooded by salt water, 
and $600,914 to replace elec-
trical conduits where junc-
tion boxes and cables for nav-
igation and security lights 
were submerged under San-
dy’s fl oodwaters.

The rest of the federal 
cash will pay for improve-
ments the agency made to the 
bridge to make it more resis-
tant to damage from future 
storms, including installing 

fl ood-proof doors on electri-
cal rooms, raising 45 secu-
rity fl oodlights and 12 navi-
gation lights to fl ood-safe 
levels, and adding a layer of 
“rip rap” — loosely packed 
rocks — on the sea wall to 
better protect the waterfront 
service road.

Sen. Charles Schumer — 
who pushed a reluctant Con-
gress to provide funding not 
only to repair the damage 
wrought by Hurricane Sandy 
but also to guard against fu-
ture superstorms — hailed 
the reimbursements for the 
bridge work. 

“Marine Parkway-Gil 
Hodges Bridge is a critical 
link for residents of Queens 
and Brooklyn and these fed-
eral funds will help make 
sure it stays that way,” he 
said.

Continued from page 1 

Bridge

words at the Feb. 5 Amnesty 
International concert in 
Prospect Heights. But Luki-
anov says their message of 
protest against the church 
and its role in government 
is nothing to celebrate. 

“It is appalling that peo-
ple are making them into 
heroes,” he said. “Anyone 
who desecrates a church, 
synagogue, or mosque is not 
a hero.”

International civil liber-
ties organizations, includ-
ing Amnesty International, 
say the two years Nadezhda 
“Nadva” Tolokonnikova 
and Maria “Masha” Aly-
okhina spent in a Mordo-
vian prison were unjust 
attacks on political speech, 

but Lukianov thinks their 
jailing was called for.

“They have their own 
opinion, but to desecrate the 
holiest of holy churches is 
completely out of line,” the 
priest said.

Another prominent Rus-
sian took a more tempered 
view.

Pussy Riot has the right 
to protest wherever it wants, 
but probably should not 
have picked a beloved cathe-
dral for their now-famous 
performance, according to 
Assemblyman Alec Brook-
Krasny (D—Coney Island), 
the fi rst and only Russian-
born legislator in New York 
state.

“Freedom of speech is 
freedom of speech,” said 
Brook-Krasny.

Tolokonnikova and Aly-
okhina were supposed to 

be held until April 2014, but 
were released in December, 
which they said was an ef-
fort by Putin to clean up 
his dictatorial image ahead 
of the Winter Olympics in 
early February. 

The rabble-rousing pair 
said they are lending their 
radical bona fi des to Am-
nesty International because 
the organization had their 
backs while they were on 
the inside.

“We will never forget 
what it’s like to be in prison 
after a political conviction,” 
the twosome said in a state-
ment. “We have vowed to 
continue helping those who 
remain behind bars.”

They plan to “inspect the 
conditions of U.S. inmates” 
during their time here,  ac-
cording to the Hollywood 
Reporter . 

Continued from page 1 

Pussy Riot
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Onofrio D. Oro Fine Jewelers is Fifth Avenue’s gem
His jewelry is fit for three 

queens — the Queen Mary 2, 
the Queen Elizabeth, and the 
Queen Victoria.

Onofrio Demattia of Onofrio 
D. Oro Fine Jewelers is Cunard 
Cruise Lines’ top-selling jew-
elry salesperson for two con-
secutive years. He cruises the 
world, lecturing about gems, 
and offering passengers his 
custom-designed jewelry in 
shops aboard these gorgeous 
ocean liners. 

But you don’t have to sail 
the seven seas to make a pur-
chase because Demattia has a 
store in Bay Ridge where he of-
fers one-of-a-kind masterpieces 
that are created by him, right 
on the premises. 

Among the special pieces 
include rare gemstones such as 
Alexandrites. 

“They are one of the rar-
est gemstones in the world,” 
he says. They change color 
as their exposure to sunlight 
changes. In the day, they may 
be emerald-color in appear-
ance. By night, they turn pur-

ple or ruby-colored. They make 
beautiful rings.

Only about 60 karats per 
year are mined, and usually 
they are a half karat or less, he 
says. 

“Anything over two karats is 
considered a museum piece.” 

Yet, Demattia has a 2.08 
stone, set in a platinum ring, 
adorned on each side by dia-
mond baguettes, at the shop. 

That would make one spec-
tacular gift.  

Indicolite tourmaline is an-
other gem that is in demand. 
Onofrio D. Oro carries pen-
dants featuring this blue-ish 
green stone that is highly cov-
eted. Some say indicolite brings 
happiness and helps to relieve 
stress. It is also the modern 
birthstone for those born dur-
ing the month of October. 

What makes shopping at On-
ofrio D. Oro so inviting is its 
unique pieces. Here, you’ll find 
jewelry that you won’t find any-

where else. They are offered at 
affordable prices because there 
is no middle man, says Demat-
tia. It is Demattia who creates 
everything. 

Yet, if you don’t find the piece 
of your dreams, don¹t despair. 
He will design it for you. 

“Bring us your ideas, and 
we will bring them to life,” he 
says. Customers are involved 
in the process, as the piece 
progresses, seeing sketches, 
wax carvings, and finally wit-

nessing the design turn to 
gold. What an incredible op-
portunity to design something 
extraordinary for yourself or 
someone special.

There are many other gift 
ideas, too. For example, the 
store carries Nomination jew-
elry from Italy, which features 
high-quality stainless steel, 
sterling silver, gemstones, and 
18 karat gold pieces for men 
and women. 

“They are very unique and 

different,” he says. 
You’ll also find Officina Del 

Tempo, elegant watches from 
Italy. 

“They make stunning gifts,” 
he says. 

Demattia’s flare for his craft 
began at New Utrecht High 
School when he took a jewelry-
making class. He enjoyed it so 
much, he went on to earn a de-
gree at the Fashion Institute of 
Technology. He spent a decade 
working for a division of Tif-
fany and Co., and also had a 
shop in Manhattan before open-
ing a jewelry store in Brooklyn 
more than 10 years ago.    

Customers can depend upon 
Onofrio D. Oro to repair jew-
elry, too.  

You can cruise the world, 
looking for fine jewelry. Or, you 
can shop in Bay Ridge. 

Onofrio D. Oro Fine Jewel-
ers [7407 Fifth Ave. between 74th 
and 75th streets in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 680– 5723]. Open Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays, 10:30 
am–6 pm; Thursdays and Sat-
urdays, 10:30 am –7 pm. “Like” it 
on Facebook.

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
 They sing to unite the 

world — and the borough!
Youth singing groups 

from Bay Ridge, Dyker 
Heights, and Park Slope 
converged on Good Shep-
herd Lutheran Church on 
Fourth Avenue between 
74th and 75th streets Jan. 
26 for the third annual 
Children’s Choral and 
Arts Festival for Peace.

Students from Saint 
Saviour’s Catholic Acad-
emy in Park Slope, Leif Er-
icson Day School in Dyker, 

PS 102 in Bay Ridge, Bay 
Ridge Prep, and the Chil-
dren’s Chorus of Bay Ridge 
intoned songs for peace 
in front of an audience of 
300,  recalling the life and 
work of late South Afri-
can leader Nelson Man-
dela  and the 22,000 home-
less children in New York 
City.

Organizers said they 
first conceived of the chil-
dren’s concert three years 
ago in the aftermath of 
the Haitian earthquake. 
The planners decided they 

wanted to raise money to 
help those affected while 
teaching valuable lessons 
about cooperation. 

“We wanted to get the 
kids together to sing for 
each other and to exercise 
peace-building, building 
bridges between people,” 
said Rita Pihra-Majurinen, 
music director of the Chil-
dren’s Chorus of Bay Ridge 
and at Good Shepherd, 
and an employee of Leif 
Ericson. “We just want to 
make sure we’re instill-
ing in children a way to 

become peaceful citizens 
and global citizens.”

The first event was a 
success, and Pihra-Ma-
jurinen and her co-orga-
nizer Julia Hurn — the 
music teacher and choral 
director at Saint Saviour’s 
— held it again in 2013 to 
raise money for Sandy vic-
tims. This year, the two 
took inspiration from the 
passing of anti-apartheid 
leader and former South 
African President Nelson 
Mandela and from the 

RAINBOW CONNECTION: (Above) The Children’s Chorus of Bay 
Ridge belted out tunes honoring late South African leader Nelson 
Mandela and opposing child homelessness. (Center) Kids from 
Saint Savior Catholic Academy play the bongoes at the Third An-
nual Children’s Choral and Arts Festival of Peace on Jan. 26. (Right) 
Kids from Leif Ericson Day School also performed onstage at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church in Bay Ridge. Photos by Elizabeth Graham

Kids sing for peace in Bay Ridge

Continued on page 9
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BY MEGAN RIESZ
Cops in Park Slope are 

doing something seldom 
attempted by the New 
York Police Department — 
enforcing traffic laws.

Undercover officers 
with the neighborhood’s 
78th Pre-
cinct went 
on a tick-
eting blitz 
last Thurs-
day and 
F r i d a y , 
h i t t i n g 
drivers with the rarely-
enforced charge of failure 
to yield to a pedestrian, 
according to police. Only 
instead of camping out 
near crosswalks to watch 
for the countless infrac-
tions that occur in a given 
hour, the precinct had un-
dercover cops pose as hap-
less walkers. 

However they did it, the 
car crackdown is a step in 
the right direction, road 
safety activists say.

“Drivers are supposed 

to yield because anything 
could go wrong,” said 
Doug Gordon, Park Slope 
resident and writer of the 
bike activist blog Brook-
lyn Spoke. 

“This is a really good 
and easy way to make 

walking a little safer for 
everyone.”

Over two days, the girls 
and boys in blue handed 
out 16 summonses, one 
sixth of the 96 they gave 
out over all of 2013, and 
nearly two thirds of the 26 
they wrote in December.

The crosswalk stings 
come as part of Mayor 
DeBlasio’s road safety 
agenda and they took 
place less than two weeks 
after the city supposedly 
started issuing tickets 

from 20 speed cameras in 
school zones as part of De-
Blasio’s plan to bring traf-

fic deaths down to zero by 
2024.

The Sloper-in-chief 

wants to devote more cops 
to traffic enforcement and 
push legislation to lower 

speed limits citywide, a 
priority of neighborhood 
road safety activists.

Park Slope’s Finest 
should be applauded for 
their legwork, but rein-
ing in reckless motorists 
is going to take a lot more, 
Gordon said.

“Enforcement will be 
really big, and that is 
clearly starting, but edu-
cation will be a small part 
of it,” he said.

The citation spree 
started the same day that 
the precinct’s command-
ing officer, Deputy Inspec-
tor Michael Ameri, drew 
praise from cyclists for 
personally shoveling out 
a section of Bergen Street 
bike lane.

The lane is directly 
outside Ameri’s station 
house.

Slope police offi cers ding drivers with crosswalk sting operation

HAVE A BALL: Maya Parfrey, 3, tries 
out a soccer class at Schoolfest.  
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

DRIVER DETERRENT: Undercover Park Slope cops are stalking intersections to catch drivers who do not yield to pedestrians. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

YIELD TO THE SHIELD, CARS

It’s the too-cool-for-school festival
BY DANIELLE FURFARO

Parents, students, and teach-
ers gathered on Saturday to check 
out the wealth of academic and 
recreational options available to 
Brooklyn kids.

More than 700 gathered 
in Williamsburg’s MS 126 for 
Schoolfest, an annual sampling of 
the many offerings of public and 
private schools and after-school 
programs.

“We showed by example what 
is possible for the children,” said 
Susan Anderson, the head of the 

group Town Square, which orga-
nized the event. “We wanted to 
make the connections so that the 
children can have the best pos-
sible education.”

Schoolfest is held in the win-
ter, when many parents and kids 
are weighing enrollment options 
for the next school year.

Participants included Gym 
Park, a group that teaches tum-
bling and  parkour, a form of ac-
robatic walking that is like skate-
boarding without a skateboard , a 
soccer club, and the chess organi-

zation Chess NYC.
The board game outfi t runs 

chess tournaments and classes 
throughout the city, but is espe-
cially known for training the 
checkmate champs at IS 318, 
whose king-capturing team has 
won several national tourna-
ments.

“Especially in elementary 
schools, chess is the perfect blend 
of fun, sport and academics,” said 
director Russell Makossky. “We 
want to get as many kids as pos-
sible involved.”
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 “You asked me a question, let 
me answer it,” Grimm snapped. 
“I’ve earned that respect.”  

• At a 2012 forum at the 
Dyker Civic Association, Jona-
than Yedin — the former chief-
of-staff to Rep. Micheal McMa-
hon, who Grimm unseated in 
2010 — questioned the ongoing 
investigation into Grimm’s 
fund-raising practices. Grimm 
began to respond, and Yedin in-
terrupted, causing the legisla-
tor to lash out.

 “Have a little respect. And if 
you don’t have any, I’d be happy 
to teach it to you,” Grimm said. 

Yedin said he was aghast at 
the incident afterward.

“Congressman Grimm 
came to a public meeting to 

campaign and answer ques-
tions about why he deserved to 
get our votes. 

“Yet when I asked him for 
a simple explanation, he ex-
ploded and physically threat-
ened me,” Yedin said.

Of course, Grimm is not the 
only politician to blow up on 
camera.

Who can forget then-Coun-
cilman and now Staten Island 
Borough President  Jimmy Od-
do’s outburst when a Norwe-
gian comedy show attempted 
an “Ali-G”-style interview , only 
to have the Republican repre-
sentative completely lose his 
cool.

“Get the f---- out of my of-
fi ce! What the f--- is this?” 
Oddo screamed when he real-
ized what was going on and 
demanded his staff remove the 
phoney news crew from his 

shameful abuse of power,” Recchia wrote on 
his Facebook page. “He also owes the people 
of Staten Island and South Brooklyn an apol-
ogy.” 

Both Democrats and Republicans in the 
district have questioned Recchia’s viability 
as a candidate due to his Brooklyn roots in 
a district where the majority of votes are 
on the Rock, and because to his  ties to dis-
graced Brooklyn Democratic County boss 
Vito Lopez . Experts said that the battlefi eld 
will still be on the other side of the Narrows, 
but argued that Recchia may have fi nally 
found a weapon to use against Grimm on 
his home turf.

“It gives the Recchia team a very good 
negative ad, and it makes the South Shore of 
Staten Island less important, because more 
people on the North Shore might vote for 
Recchia because of this incident,” said  lead-
ing strategist and lobbyist Hank Sheinkopf.

Grimm
Continued from page 3

History
Continued from page 3

news that the number of 
homeless children in New 
York has topped the num-
ber during the Great De-
pression.

“It’s absolutely unac-
ceptable, the number of 

transient children in this 
city,” said Pihra-Maju-
rinen. 

So the two had the chil-
dren decorate the Good 
Shepherd’s sanctuary 
with Mandela-inspired 
artwork, and had them 
perform traditional Af-
rican numbers alongside 
Katy Perry’s anti-bully-

ing number “Roar” and 
John Lennon’s pacifist 
anthem “Imagine.” They 
also collected donations 
from attendees to benefit 
school counseling pro-
grams for homeless chil-
dren. The organizers are 
still counting up all the 
contributions. 

Pihra-Majurinen also 

argued it was important 
that the young perform-
ers met in a friendly, egal-
itarian forum.

“It’s really a way to 
get kids together in a way 
that is not adjudicated, 
not competitive,” the di-
rector said. “This is just 
a way for them to express 
themselves.”

Kids
Continued from page 7

BY MEGAN RIESZ
Sometimes the Nets get 

slam dunks off the court.
Brooklyn Nets point 

guard Shaun Livingston 
and team mascot Brook-
lyKnight surprised wide-
eyed shoppers at a Park 
Slope Key Food super-
market with gift cards 
last Wednesday night — 
and even helped them bag 
a few groceries.

“It is a great surprise for 
kids,” Livingston said. “You 
never know when they are 
having a bad day.”

The unexpected ap-
pearance at the store 
on Fifth Avenue at Ster-
ling Place was part of 
the Nets’ Random Acts 
of Kindness program, in 
which players surprise 
Brooklynites with good-
ies such as free gas. Last 
year, Kim Kardashian’s 
former hubby Kris 
Humphries and small 
forward Jerry Stack-
house came to the same 
Key Food and paid for 
the items of a few work-
ing stiffs.

SWISH: Martina Bellevue gets a surprise gift card from Nets 
point guard Shaun Livingston — who even helped bag a few gro-
ceries — at the supermarket. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

B’klyn Nets ‘Key’ assist
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Authentic German
Dining & Experience

From Europe to New York...

Authentic German
Dining & Experience

69-46 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-3014  |  ZumStammtisch.com

Located Right Next to Our Stammtisch Pork Store

CHOICE OF APPETIZER
Goulash Soup or Salad

CHOICE OF ENTRÉE
Served with Homefried Potatoes.
Choice of Pork or Chicken Cutlet:

Wienerschnitzel
traditional breaded cutlet, served with lemon

Wienerschnitzel ala Holstein
with an egg, capers and anchovie (optional)

Jägerschnitzel
mushroom sauce, house favorite

Zigeunerschnitzel
onion, pepper, paprika sauce

Schnitzel Hawaii
pineapple, curryrahm sauce, ham and cheese

Pfe�erschnitzel
light peppercorn cream sauce

FOR DESSERT
Homemade Rice Pudding

with meringue topping
Co�ee or �ea

�ondays � �uesdays Pri� �i� � 	nly 
��.�
�ine��n 	nly. �o Substitutions.


	02.brooklyn.p01
	02.brooklyn.p02
	02.brooklyn.p03
	02.brooklyn.p04
	02.brooklyn.p05
	02.brooklyn.p06
	02.brooklyn.p07
	02.brooklyn.p08
	02.brooklyn.p09
	02.brooklyn.p10
	02.brooklyn.p11
	02.brooklyn.p12

