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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
A Coney Island charity 

is opening a Bensonhurst 
outpost under the Bay 50th 
Street train station — but 
some locals are concerned 
about the sort of characters 
it will bring their neighbor-
hood.

The Salt and Sea Mis-
sion opens its new location 

on Stillwell Avenue near 
the corner of Avenue X on 
Feb. 26, where it will run a 
food pantry and services for 
drug addicts and domestic 
abuse victims. 

The building — donated 
by an anonymous benefac-
tor — is a dream come true 
for the 29-year-old char-
ity, which has never before 

owned the facility it oper-
ates from.

“After 29 years of pray-
ing that God would give me 
a building — and I did not 
miss one day of praying — 
this man knew I needed a 
building, and God put it in 
his heart to give it to us,” 
said Pastor Debbe Santiago, 

BY MEGAN RIESZ
The state will let go of Long Is-

land College Hospital by May and 
re-open bidding for developers 
and medical providers hopeful to 
overhaul the medical facility as 
part of a court settlement reached 
with staffers and activists on 
Thursday.

A sped-up process for submit-
ting new redevelopment bids will 
be followed by a seven-day period 
for picking who will take over the 
Cobble Hill medical center that 
sits on land valued at as much 
as $500 million, if Brooklyn Su-
preme Court Judge Johnny Lee 
Baynes approves it, according to a 
joint announcement by Governor 
Cuomo and Mayor DeBlasio. The 
mayor made fi ghting to keep the 
hospital full-service a signature 
issue of his 2013 campaign but has 
been  tight - lipped  about it since 
winning the Democratic primary 
in September. Now, he is declar-
ing victory.

“We fought shoulder to shoul-
der with this community and used 
all the tools of city government to 
press for a better outcome — and 
now, we have a resolution that fi -

BY MAX JAEGER
They’re already saying 

“Cheese.”
Residents in two Brook-

lyn neighborhoods are all 
smiles about the prospect 
of having hundreds of secu-
rity cameras watching over 
their streets.

Assemblyman Dov Hi-
kind has sponsored a $1 

million initiative to install 
320 security cameras in 80 
locations throughout Mid-
wood and Borough Park. 
 Residents were torn over 
the surveillance scheme 
when Hikind announced it 
two years ago  — especially 
amid reports that religious 
groups would have access 

Continued on page 9
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Two Bushwick artists to live 
in hamster wheel for 10 days

BY MEGAN RIESZ
This sounds like a wheel-y un-

comfortable living situation.
Beginning yesterday, a pair 

of Bushwick performance artists 
will eat, drink, sleep, and pee in 
a massive hamster wheel-like in-
stallation piece — one on the in-
side, the other around the outside 
— for 10 successive days. 

The live performance piece, 
taking place at Pierogi gallery’s 
the Boiler exhibition space in Wil-
liamsburg through March 9, is in-
tended to demonstrate the natural 
give and take of human relation-
ships, explained one of the art-
ists.

“It’s about this kind-of interde-
Continued on page 8
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SALT OF EARTH: Some resi-
dents fear the Mission’s new 
digs will bring a blight.

Circus season has arrived in Brooklyn! The Golden Dragon Acrobats will 
be swinging by Brooklyn College for one day only on March 9 for a perfor-
mance of impressive aerial feats. Photo by Amitava Sarkar

Midwood cheers cams Some in ‘Hurst wary of shelter

State sets 
drop-dead  
LICH date
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Borrow $10,000
for as low as $300 per month

 Loan Rates Lower Than 
   Credit Card Rates
 Installment Loans Raise 

   Your Credit Score
 Apply Online, By Phone, 

   or Stop In

MAIN OFFICE:
BRUNCH:

Apply Online at www.brfcu.org
Payments based on 8.95% annual percentage rate with automatic loan payments. Rates are based on credit worthiness.

Other rates and terms available. Higher loan amounts available. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

LOANS MADE EASY...
      ... AND THAT’S THE TRUTH!

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
A massive overhaul to 

the Brooklyn Bridge en-
trance-way that the city 
says will make it safer for 
pedestrians and bicyclists 
could make neighbors’ lives 
a noisy nightmare, resi-
dents warn.

The  revamp proposal  
widens and extends the 
walking and bike path in 
the center of Adams Street, 
replacing the cement and 
metal barriers that are 
there now, which planners 
call “the cattle chute,” with 
trees and plants. It also 
eliminates one of two rows 
of parked cars on a service 
road on the Manhattan-
bound side of Adams and 
moves the bridge traffi c 
one lane closer to the neigh-
boring apartment complex 
Concord Village, which res-
idents say will increase traf-
fi c noise so much it could 
threaten their well-being.

“Noise is not a matter 
of comfort, but a matter of 
health,” said Denise Ma-
her, a Villager and mem-
ber of the activist group 
Everyday Adams Street, 
which formed in response 
to the proposal. “The pub-
lic health of the people who 
live on Adams Street should 
be the biggest concern.”

Residents of the coopera-
tive buildings overlooking 
the bridge ramp also worry 
that construction work for 
the project will kick up dust 
and rattle their nerves and 
are demanding that the city 
do an environmental study 
before lifting a single jack-
hammer.

“There’s such a large 
population of both young 
and old people here,” said 
Concord Village resident 
Anita Maldonado. “What’s 
this going to do to us?”

The proposed spruc-
ing-up extends the Adams 
Street walking and cycling 
path from Tillary Street to 
Johnson Street and removes 
the Adams service roads be-
tween Tillary and Johnson. 
It also adds features such as 
water-bottle fi lling stations, 

benches, street lights, trash 
cans, and bike racks. The 
Adams Street work is the 
fi rst phase of a larger over-
haul and is projected to cost 
$19.5 million.

The second phase adds 
trees and widens sidewalks 
along Tillary Street and 
eliminates a lane of car 
traffi c on the thoroughfare 
between Cadman Plaza 
East and Jay Street. Under 
the plan, the auto areas are 
replaced with grassy me-
dians and bigger strolling 
expanses, as well as a new 
row of street parking on the 
bridge side of the street.

Downtown’s Community 
Board 2 backed up the ner-
vous neighbors when it ap-
proved a revised version of 
the plan at its Feb. 12 meet-
ing, calling on the city to 
address the concerns before 
moving forward. 

The city says it hears 
worried residents loud and 
clear.

“We look forward to 

working with them further 
as this project proceeds,” 
said Nicholas Mosquera, a 
spokesman for the Depart-
ment of Transportation.

And one group that ad-
vocates for taking back 
city streets from cars say 
that plan is a win for driv-
ers, cyclists, and walkers. 
It will, a representative 
for the car critic group 
Transportation Alterna-
tives explained, improve 
the traffic f low while re-
ducing the noise and air 
pollution of idling autos 
and providing more space 
for pedestrians and two-
wheelers.

“It’ll be a more calm, 
easy to navigate street-
scape,” said Miller Nuttle, a 
safe streets organizer with 
the organization.

The plan will now be re-
viewed by the city’s public 
design commission. The 
transportation department 
hopes to begin work by the 
end of the year.

Neighbors to city: Overhaul is tone-deaf

NOT SO FAST: Adams Street resident Denise Maher says the city’s 
plan to revamp the run-up to the Brooklyn Bridge will bring bridge 
traffi c too close to her building. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Brooklyn Bridge work 
plan raises noise fear
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The  impending redevel-

opment of Downtown’s fa-
mous Junior’s restaurant  
goes to show that just be-
cause an eatery is a land-
mark in the guidebooks 
does not mean it is safe from 
the wrecking ball.

Brooklyn’s iconic restau-
rants have acted as beacons 
for tourists and hungry res-
idents for decades — and, 
in some cases, whole centu-
ries. But no eatery currently 
operating in Brooklyn en-
joys offi cial city landmark 
status, meaning nothing 
but the continued entrepre-
neurial spirit of their own-
ers stands between them 
and destruction.

None of these beloved 
eateries are in imminent 

danger, but none have any 
legal protections to prevent 
them from disappearing ei-
ther.

Peter Luger 
Steakhouse
178 Broadway near Dri-

ggs Avenue in Williams-

burg

Peter Luger’s massive 
porterhouses have made it 
a favorite hangout for politi-
cal power brokers, and have 
enjoyed acclaim as some 
of the best in New York. 
The love comes in spite of 
the restaurant’s famously 
sparse and utilitarian in-
terior. The 127-year-old 
steakhouse has watched the 
neighborhood absorb suc-
cessive waves of German, 
Jewish, Latino, and hip-
ster transplants, and still 
thrived. But Williamsburg’s 
real estate values are rising 
fast. The city last assessed 
Peter Luger’s property at 
$2.22 million and a Depart-
ment of Finance spokesman 
said the lot would likely sell 
for much more. Current 
zoning would allow a resi-
dential structure of up to 
seven stories to rise on the 
spot.

Nathan’s Famous 
original location
1310 Surf Ave. at Stillwell 

Avenue in Coney Island

The People’s Play-
ground’s self-declared 
mayor Dick Zigun tried to 
get the home of the Fourth 
of July hot-dog-eating con-
test landmarked in 2009. 
But the Landmarks Com-
mission  shot the idea down , 
arguing that the struc-
ture’s architecture was 
unremarkable and mostly 
concealed under the frank-
furter emporium’s distinc-
tive signage. The controver-
sial Coney Island rezoning 
that passed that year calls 
for a 20-plus-story hotel on 
the premises. But Lloyd 
Handwerker, whose family 
founded Nathan’s and still 
owns the property said the 
98-year-old hot dog joint 

has at least 15 years left on 
its lease, and that there are 
no plans in the works to sell 
the lot.

Tom’s Restaurant
782 Washington Ave. at 

Sterling Place in Pros-

pect Heights

Tom’s breakfasts have 
been a hit since 1936 and 
the old-fashioned diner is 
one of a handful of places 
where you can still get an 
authentic egg cream or lime 
rickey. Sitting just outside 
the purview of the Prospect 
Heights Historic District, 
Tom’s occupies a prime spot 
in an increasingly pricey 
’hood. But the location’s 
zoning is strictly commer-
cial, so the odds of a condo 
tower appearing there are 
slim.

L & B Spumoni 
Gardens
2725 86th St. between W. 

10th and W. 11th streets 

in Bensonhurst

Famed since 1939 for its 
Sicilian squares and the 
nutty Italian ice cream that 
gives it its name, Spumoni 
Gardens sprawls across 
fi ve addresses in a neigh-
borhood where houses can 
sell for more than $1 mil-
lion and chain drug stores 
are spreading like weeds. 
The Italian population of 
the neighborhood has been 
declining for more than a 
decade, but the food is pop-
ular with all nationalities. 
The property is zoned resi-
dential and sits along one of 
the neighborhood’s biggest 
commercial thoroughfares, 
so the Barbati family that 
owns L & B’s could be sit-
ting on a gold mine. 

Brennan & Carr
3432 Nostrand Ave. at 

Avenue U in Sheepshead 

Bay

This Sheepshead Bay 
institution turns 86 this 
year. An old-fashioned Irish 
eatery known for its broth-
soaked roast beef sand-
wiches, it takes up a city 

block between Nostrand 
Avenue, Avenue U, and Gra-
vesend Neck Road. Built at 
a time when Sheepshead 
Bay was still mostly farm-
land, Brennan & Carr is 
today surrounded by banks 
and by a neighborhood that 
has become predominantly 
Russian and Asian.

Totonno’s Pizzeria 
Napolitano
1524 Neptune Ave. be-

tween W. 15th and W. 

16th streets in Coney Is-

land

A fi re  gutted this iconic 
coal-oven pizzeria in 2009  
and Hurricane Sandy al-
most drowned it three years 
later. 

But the staff soldiered 
on and the place is still 
serving by-the-pie-only 
pizza the way Antonio “To-
tonno” Pero did when he 
opened the joint in 1924, 
in the same tiny one-story 
structure now sandwiched 
between a Chinese restau-
rant and a hair salon. Nep-
tune Avenue remains one 
of Coney’s most desolate 
industrial stretches, mostly 
home to auto body shops, 
which is the kind of thing 
the Totonno’s building is 
zoned for.

To be clear, landmark-
ing doesn’t necessarily 
save restaurants. Sheep-
shead Bay fave Lundy’s 
and Downtown’s  Gage   and 
Tollner  both bit the dust 
despite the offi cial desig-
nation.

Borough’s landmark restaurants aren’t landmarked

OLD-FASHIONED TASTE: Some of Brooklyn’s most beloved and iconic restaurants, such as L & B 
Spumoni Gardens in Bensonhurst (top), Peter Luger Steakhouse in Williamsburg (middle), and Coney 
Island’s original Nathan’s Famous hot dog stand (bottom), are not protected as historic landmarks.

Could Brooklyn lose 
its historical flavor?
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DISTINCTIVE: Not even To-
tonno’s Pizzeria Napolitano is 
protected.
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INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
White newcomers to 

Brooklyn are doing the 
wrong things, accord-
ing to the borough’s film-
maker laureate and prodi-
gal son.

Spike Lee dropped by 
Pratt Institute for a Black 
History Month lecture on 
Feb. 25 and his talk ex-
tensively mined the hot-
button issue gripping his 
beloved former neighbor-
hood and borough — gen-
trification.

“There was some b-----
-- article in the New York 
Times saying ‘the good of 
gentrifi cation,’ ” he said, 
perhaps referring the Feb. 
21 “ Argument over a brown-
stone neighborhood ” about 
the debate over creating a 
Bedford-Stuyvesant His-
toric District. “I don’t be-
lieve that.”

With gentrifi cation 
comes unfair disruption, 
he said. For instance, the 
iconic black cineaste ex-
plained, it was pale-com-
plexioned transplants who 
rang the alarm about  his 
planned 2009 Michael Jack-
son tribute party in Fort 
Greene Park . 

“All of a sudden the 
white people in Fort 
Greene said, ‘Wait a min-
ute, we can’t have black 
people having a party for 
Michael Jackson to cel-
ebrate his life — who’s 
coming to the neighbor-
hood?’ ” Lee said, claim-
ing that the Hadley-
come-latelies maintain a 
double standard when it 
comes to sniffing at lit-
ter. “They didn’t want 
the garbage. The gar-
bage. Have you seen Fort 
Greene Park in the morn-
ing? It looks like a m----
- - - - - - - - Westminster Dog 
Show. There’s 3,000 dogs 
running around.”

The talk was personal 
and passionate, with Lee 
dressed in a trademark 
Knicks hat — despite the as-
cendancy of the Nets in his 
old stomping grounds, Lee  
has  vowed to be buried in 
orange and blue  — match-
ing blue Nike sneakers, and 
a hooded sweatshirt with a 
“Defend Brooklyn” patch. 
He tried to stick to topics 

linked to his fi lmmaking 
and to issues of black cul-
ture at large. But as ques-
tions from the audience 
fl ew, the points hit closer to 
home.

“I’m all for democracy 
and letting everybody 
live, but you’ve got to have 
some respect,” said Lee 
in regards to the Jackson 
party incident. “You can’t 
just come in here, where 
people have a culture that 
has been laid down for gen-
erations, and you come and 
now s---- gotta change be-
cause you’re here? Get the 
f--- out of here. You can’t do 
that.”

He talked about the 
neighbors who moved in 
next door to his parents’ 
Washington Park home of 
40 years in 2010 and now 
call the cops on his dad for 
allegedly playing jazz mu-
sic too loudly.

“He doesn’t even play 
electric bass,” Lee said. “It’s 
acoustic.”

Nor was the discussion 
limited to Fort Greene.

“The people that used 
to live on the Lower East 
Side, they moved to Wil-
liamsburg,” he said, ex-
plaining the tidal wave 
of gentrification that has 
swept the borough since 
he was a young lad grow-
ing up in Cobble Hill and 
Fort Greene. “And now 
they can’t afford m--------
--- Williamsburg because 

of the m----------- hipsters. 
And what are they calling 
Bushwick now?”

The luminary behind 
such Brooklyn classics as 
“Do the Right Thing” and 
“She’s Gotta Have It” said 
it took the arrival of white 
people in those and other 
poor Brooklyn neighbor-
hoods for the city to im-
prove services, and that is 
wrong.

“The garbage wasn’t 
picked up every m----------
--- day when I lived at 165 
Washington Park,” he said. 
“PS 20 wasn’t good.”

Lee also talked about 
how he took up fi lmmak-
ing after his friend, who 
lived in University Towers 
on Willoughby Street, gave 
him an old Super-8 cam-
era she no longer wanted. 
He gave advice to aspiring 
movie directors, discussed 
the changing fi lm industry, 
and emphasized his devo-
tion to all forms of educa-
tion.

But he inevitably came 
back to bemoaning the state 
of racial and economic af-
fairs in his home borough. 

At one point, he likened 
gentrifi cation to a form 
of imperialism, calling it 
“Christopher Columbus 
Syndrome.”

“You can’t discover this, 
We’ve been here,” he said. 
“There’s a culture. There’s 
a people. You can’t just 
move in stuff.”

BUGGIN’ OUT: Brooklyn’s fi lmmaker laureate Spike Lee let loose 
an epic rant about gentrifi cation during a lecture at Pratt Institute 
for Black History Month. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Spike Lee speaks against 
gentrification at Pratt
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NEED A GETAWAY?

L & M Tours

5 Convenient Pick Ups in NYC

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220

www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net
888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 4
Air & Land PackagesMotorcoach Tours & Charters

Airline Tickets Domestic & International Cruises

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE

Scheduled Bus Trips All Year Round
Over 300 tours to choose from

BY MAX JAEGER
It was a hockey charity 

hat trick.
New York Rangers play-

ers dropped by the Abe Stark 
Arena in Coney Island to 
give a free hockey lesson to 
Brooklyn kids on Feb. 25 — 
the third time the squad has 
teamed up with the Greater 
New York City Ice Hockey 
League for such an event. 
Parents lauded the Rangers 

and the league for their assist 
to local kids.

“It’s nice they can have 
people like the Rangers come 
in and teach the kids,” said 
Laurie Kwiatkowski, who 
brought her son Joseph from 
Dyker Heights for the event.

Rangers defensemen John 
Moore and Kevin Klein took 
to the ice to teach shooting 
and puck-handling drills to 
seasoned skaters. Newcom-

ers got a lesson in hockey ba-
sics, said league coach John 
O’Brien.

“They learned how to 
skate, fall, and get back up,” 
he said.

Kwiatkowski said her son 
learned some skills just by 
getting a chance to see the 
pros in person.

“Watching how some of 
the players play the game, 
he picked up a lot of new rou-

tines,” she said.
More than 100 kids got 

the chance to participate, 
O’Brien said.

“It keeps them off the 
streets; gives them some-
thing to do,” he said.

In addition, the Rangers 
donated 100 sets of equip-
ment, including sticks — hel-
mets and pads — as well as a 
puck feeder to help kids prac-
tice shooting, O’Brien said.

NY Rangers coach local youth

PRO BONO HOCKEY PROS: (Above) Rangers defenseman John 
Moore teaches hockey basics during a free lesson at Abe Stark 
Arena in Coney Island. (Center) John O’Brien of the Greater New 
York City Ice Hockey League goes through some drills with John 
O’Sullivan. (Right) Kids show off the hockey gear that the New York 
Rangers donated. Photos by Steve Solomonson
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to the camera feeds — but 
public opinion seems to 
have changed with news 
that only the police will 
use the cameras.

“I think it’s great,” said 
Midwood resident Raul Ro-
driguez. “I hope they do it 
all over the place — Brook-
lyn, Queens, all over the 
place.”

The cameras will be 
purchased by a religious 
group, Agudath Israel 
of America, which will 
be reimbursed though a 
state grant that can only 
be awarded to private or-
ganizations, but once the 
cameras are installed, 
Agudath will have nothing 
to do with the cameras, ac-
cording to Hikind.

Only the police will 
get to see footage, accord-
ing to Hikind, not outside 
groups.

“Not Dov Hikind, not 
Agudath Israel, no one but 
the police can see these 
cameras,” he said.

Footage is stored on the 
cameras and is only ac-
cessible from Police head-
quarters in Manhattan, ac-

cording to Secure Watch 24, 
which built the camera sys-
tem. In order to access foot-
age, precincts must request 
permission from headquar-
ters, and visit 1 Police Plaza 
to view it.

“The only place the 
cameras go to is the real-
time crime center at 1 Po-
lice Plaza,” said Desmond 
Smyth, president of Secure 
Watch 24.

In addition, the camera 
system keeps a log of who 
accessed a given camera, 
the time they did so, how 
long they were connected, 
and what data they viewed 

or copied, Smyth 
said.

The only excep-
tion to the police-
only access policy 
is Secure Watch 24’s 
technicians, who 
can access the cam-
eras and footage for 
maintenance pur-
poses, but their ac-
tions will also be re-
cord in the activity 
logs, according to 
Smyth, and the logs 
will be available to 
the public.

As of press time, 
however, police 
could not confi rm 
that the public can 

access the logs, or how to 
obtain them. 

Another wrinkle is 
that, due to the terms of 
the state grant, Agudath 
Israel must remain the 
owners of the cameras 
for the next three years. 
At that point, the group 
would like to transfer 
ownership to the city, but 
a spokesperson conceded 
that the group may have 
to retain ownership in or-
der to maintain funding 
for the project. 

Despite apparent neigh-
borhood support, civil 

rights watchdogs say the 
proliferation of cameras is 
cause for concern.

A report from the New 
York Civil Liberties Union 
contends that cameras do 
little to deter crime and 
much to inhibit civil liber-
ties.

“There is a growing 
body of evidence that in-
dicates the proliferation of 
video surveillance technol-
ogy is undermining funda-
mental rights of privacy, 
speech, expression, and as-
sociation,” the report said. 

Cameras on public 
streets can also sometimes 
point into homes, robbing 
residents of privacy, ac-
cording to the report.

One Midwood mer-
chant said that possibility 
concerned him, though he 
generally supported the 
camera installation.

“They shouldn’t be ev-
erywhere, because, in the 
same token, it’s an inva-
sion of privacy,” said Edgar 
Garcia, who sells fl owers 
on the corner of Avenue J 
and E. 12th Street. “Not so 
much in residential areas.”

Technicians can tweak 
where the cameras are 
aimed if one creates a pri-
vacy issue, Hikind said.

Continued from page 1 

Cameras

READY FOR YOUR CLOSE-UP?: Ex-
perts say police department security 
cameras can rotate, tilt, and zoom with 
such power that they can read license 
plates from as far as a mile away. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

who founded the mission al-
most 30 years ago, and  has 
long struggled with making 
rent and avoiding eviction . 
“To have this fi nally come 
to fruition is truly remark-
able to me.”

But residents of the 
nearby Harway Terrace 
apartments say Pastor Deb-
be’s dream will be a night-
mare for them, as they fear 
the new Salt and Sea facil-
ity will draw a crowd of 
troubled Coney Islanders to 
Bensonhurst.

“The lines over on Nep-
tune Avenue, they’re going 
to be here now. Nothing we 
can do about it,” Detective 
John Nevandro of the 60th 
Precinct warned members 
of the Bensonhurst West End 
Community Council at a Feb. 
20 meeting at the Harway Av-
enue residential complex.

Residents were dis-
mayed at the prospect of 
a magnet for the indigent 
and addicted opening just 
around the corner from 
their homes.

“It’s going to be a disaster. 
You see all of them lined up 
on Neptune Avenue. I’m not 

putting them down, but there 
are a lot of undesirables,” 
said Norman Hyman.

Others feared that hav-
ing such a facility nearby 
would torpedo local home 
prices.

“I guess it’s time to sell 
now. Our housing values 
are going to go way down,” 
said a woman who declined 
to give her name, but said 
she owned a home around 
the corner.

Pastor Debbe — herself 
a formerly homeless, recov-
ering drug user — said she 
was shocked by the objec-
tions. She pointed out that 
she is a member of the 60th 
Precinct Community Coun-
cil and Community Board 
10, and said that she man-
ages the people who come 
to her mission or prevent 
them from being disrup-
tive. She also noted that 
her new building is on a 
non-residential block domi-
nated by John Dewey High 
School.

“Long lines of people, 
those are hungry people, 
we keep them quiet and we 
keep them orderly,” Pastor 
Debbe said. “We care about 
the community, we don’t 
want to go in the commu-
nity and cause a problem.”

Continued from page 1 

Shelter
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BY MEGAN RIESZ
Small business champion 

and longtime Park Slope ac-
tivist Albert Cabbad passed 
away in his Bay Ridge home 
last week. He was 88.

Cabbad died in his sleep 
on Feb. 18 after a bout of 
pneumonia and was buried 
on Monday, his family said.

Co-owner of the R&A 
Discount Store on Fifth Av-
enue along with his wife Ra-
mona, who died three weeks 
ago at age 84, Cabbad helped 
found National Night Out, 
an annual summer event 
that encourages neighbor-
hood police precincts to or-
ganize anti-crime rallies. At 
the gatherings, he marched 
alongside former mayors Ed 
Koch and Rudy Giuliani, for-
mer Borough President How-
ard Golden and, proudly, his 
own grandchildren. 

“We have lost a great 
man,” his daughter Debra 
Cabbad said. “He didn’t miss 
out on anything.”

Often referred to as the 

mayor of Fifth Avenue, Cab-
bad always invited the U.S. 
president, the mayor, the 
governor, and a slew of other 
elected offi cials to the Night 
Out rallies. The Syrian im-
migrant was a proud Ameri-
can who always hung up his 
fl ag on the Fourth of July and 
loved his neighbors, accord-
ing to his daughter.

“He was politically in-
volved — he knew a lot of peo-
ple,” she said. “He was always 
seeing what everyone was do-
ing, always donating.”

Cabbad was also a vo-
cal  member of Community 
Board 6’s economic develop-
ment committee in the 1990s 
and 2000s and was among 
the board members  ousted 
by former Borough President 
Marty Markowitz in 2007 for 
their opposition to the Atlan-
tic Yards mega-development .

“He was constantly teach-
ing us to be more accepting, 
welcoming of diversity, and 
tolerant,” Community Board 
6 district manager Craig 
Hammerman said.

Cabbad closed his Park 
Slope shop in 2004, but he 
visited it every day to play 
his lottery machine until last 
October, when he fell ill, his 
daughter said. 

He is survived by four 
children, 10 grandchildren, 
and nine great-grandchil-
dren.

BIG SHOT: Park Slope shop 
owner Albert Cabbad, who died 
at age 88 in Bay Ridge, was 
known as the “mayor of Fifth 
Avenue.” Debra Cabbad

Remembering ‘mayor of Fifth Ave.’

Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

Jewelry EX
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Mullanes Bar & Grill bartender David Jeffares serves up the Lafayette Avenue bar’s special 
Oscars-night “Meryl Streep” cocktail for a screening party of tonight’s Academy Awards.

Sweet Streep
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Get your cheesecake 

while you can, Brooklyn.
Junior’s restaurant has 

put its iconic building on 
the market. But the owner 
says not to worry — Junior’s 
may close for a while as a 
developer tears it down to 
build a tower on the spot, but 
the iconic cheesecake dis-
pensary will return to the 
ground fl oor of whatever is 
constructed.

“I don’t want people to 
panic,” said Alan Rosen, 
third-generation owner of 
the famous eatery. “You’re 
always going to have your 
cheesecake in Downtown 
Brooklyn.”

Rosen’s family has occu-
pied the building at the busy 
intersection of Flatbush Av-
enue Extension and DeKalb 
Avenue since the 1920s, when 
his grandfather ran a restau-
rant there. Junior’s opened 
in 1950 and the family bought 
the building in 1981.

The booming real estate 
market Downtown has con-
vinced the family it is time 
to sell, Rosen said.

“We’ve seen the neigh-
borhood change many 
times over,” he said. “We’ve 
been getting unsolicited of-
fers for many years.”

Bob Knakal, a partner 
at realtor Massey Knakal, 
is marketing the property, 
and said since it went public 
last Tuesday his offi ce has 
been fl ooded with inquiries 
about the prime slice of real 
estate.

“As booming as Brook-
lyn has become, this is the 
best development site in 
Brooklyn,” Knakal said. 

The sale price could 
reach $55 million, the New 
York Post reported.

The area’s zoning al-

lows for an 11-story build-
ing,  the Post reported, but 
Chase bank, which is adja-
cent to Junior’s, has a load 

of air rights it could sell, 
meaning that the sky is the 
limit for potential builders, 
Knakal said.

But a condition of any 
sale will include space for 
Junior’s on the ground 
fl oor, either in the form of 

a long-term lease or a con-
dominium interest, Rosen 
said. He also said Junior’s 
will open a second location 
Downtown, closer to Bar-
clays Center.

“This is our home,” he 
said. “We’ve been here for 
64 years. And we expect to 
be here another 64 years.”

Owners put Junior’s up for sale and the sky is the limit for developers

END OF AN ICON: The fam-
ily that owns Junior’s Restau-
rant has run an eatery on the 
same corner (above) since the 
1920s, but this week they put 
their building up for sale. They 
expect it to be torn down for 
condos, but promise to open 
a new Junior’s on the ground 
fl oor and continue selling their 
world-famous cheesecake (left) 
from the same location. 
 Photos by Stefano Giovannini

CHEESECAKE SALE!

pendent and cooperation 
of two people to make a 
fairly extreme environ-
ment livable,” said Ward 
Shelley.

Complete with 
fi xed bathrooms, mini-
fridges, chairs, and 
beds, the 25-foot wheel 
exhibition, called “In 
Orbit,” requires careful 
maneuvering by Shel-
ley and his partner, Alex 
Schweder, who has a 
degree in architecture 
from the Pratt Institute 
in Clinton Hill. 

In order to get to what 
they need, Schweder and 
Shelley must coordinate 
their movements to ro-
tate the wheel. If one 
artist bends sideways, 
he could send his fellow 
performer’s food fl ying 
— or worse. 

The artists are no 
strangers to works of 
“performance architec-
ture,” as they call it. In 
2009, they created “Sta-
bility,” a 25-foot house 
balanced on a seesaw-
like wooden structure. 
Two years later, they 
followed up with “Coun-
terfeit Roommate,” a 
vertical habitat also re-
quiring movement coor-
dination between Shel-
ley and Schweder, 

Continued from page 1 

Wheel

SPIN DOCTORS: Artists 
Ward Shelley, sitting, and 
Alex Schweder plan to live 
on a giant wheel for 10 days. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham
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nally puts people’s health 
fi rst,” Mayor DeBlasio said 
in a statement. “There is 
more work ahead, but we 
are closer than ever to the 
long-term, sustainable solu-
tion all of us have sought.”

The agreement between 
the State University of New 
York and hospital advocates 
marks the end of a yearlong 
chapter in the battle over 
the state’s attempts to close 
the hospital and sell off 
the prime real estate it sits 
on. The settlement was an-
nounced on Thursday after-
noon and is expected to be 
unveiled in its entirety this 
afternoon.

The settlement ends 
the lawsuits by unions 
and community groups 
against the State Univer-
sity of New York, which 
is still technically facing 
contempt charges until 

this afternoon for barring 
emergency vehicles from 
Long Island College Hospi-
tal despite orders by Judge 
Baynes to keep service lev-
els where they were on July 
19. In the latter fi ve months 
of 2013, the state placed 650 
hospital staffers on paid ad-
ministrative leave, stopped 
surgeries, and surrounded 
the hospital with security 
guards, moves that hospital 
advocates said were obvi-
ously illegal.

The  fi ve current bidders , 
each of them developer-
healthcare-company part-
nerships, are encouraged 
to re-submit their plans, ac-
cording to the statement.

The agreement is 
“unique” and “extraordi-
nary,” according to attor-
neys representing six anti-
closure community groups 
who said they could not le-
gally unveil any details of 
the compromise on Thurs-
day afternoon.

“At the end of the day, 

we achieved our core prin-
ciples,” said lawyer Jim 
Walden. “We really appreci-
ate SUNY coming forward 
and choosing peace rather 
than continuing litigation.”

Judge Baynes, who 
avoided deciding whether 
the state broke the law for 
the last four months, ap-
plauded both sides for fi nally 
reaching a compromise in 
the lengthy lawsuits.

“I am impressed and I do 
not impress easy,” Baynes 
said. “We did some of the 
most diffi cult work I have 
seen in 21 years.”

Defenders of the hospi-
tal said they are relieved 
and optimistic that the 
settlement could bring 
an outcome that includes 
a substantial amount of 
healthcare services.

“I feel safe for the fi rst 
time since I almost died at 
LICH two and a half years 
ago,” Brooklyn Heights res-
ident Sue Raboy said. “I am 
very hopeful.”

Continued from page 1 

LICH

LOBSTER DINNER SPECIALS

Cup of any Chowder or Bisque (add $4)  Key Lime Pie or Chocolate Cake (add $4)

SINGLE  
$24 + TAX 
INCLUDES: 
 1¼ lb Lobster  

(steamed or broiled)
 French Fries, Sweet Potato Fries  

or Lettuce & Tomato Salad 
 Cole Slaw

TWIN  
$44 + TAX 

INCLUDES: 
 (Two) 1¼ lb Lobsters  
(steamed or broiled)

 (Two) French Fries, Sweet Potato 
Fries or Lettuce & Tomato Salad 

 Cole Slaw

Market Specials & Menu Online: Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Pkwy (Exit 9 or 9a) Sheepshead Bay BKLYN

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across from the UA Movies)

Hours: Sun.–Thurs. 9am–9pm  Fri. & Sat. 9am–11pm
1-800-404-CLAW FREE 

PARKING

ZAGAT  
RATED  
EXCELLENT

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

3 $39F
O
R

LOBSTER SALE

GUARANTEED TO AVERAGE 
OVER 1 1/4 LBS EACH

OTHER SIZES
AVAILABLE

LIVE OR STEAMED
NO LIMIT

RETAIL
MARKET ONLY

Exp. 3/18/14

Exp. 3/18/14

DA will review old cases
BY WILL BREDDERMAN
District Attorney Ken 

Thompson has selected a 
trio of power attorneys to 
pick over the legacy of the 
man  he defeated last No-
vember — 23-year top law-
man Charles “Joe” Hynes .

Thompson named Ber-
nard Nussbaum, Jennifer 
Rodgers, and Gary Villan-
ueva to assist his expanded 
Conviction Review Unit, 
which will take a magnify-
ing glass to many of Hynes’ 
successful —  and contro-
versial  — prosecutions, and 
decide whether the verdicts 
deserve to be overturned.

“Their combined expe-
rience and uncompromis-
ing integrity will prove 
invaluable in my offi ce’s 
efforts to meticulously ex-
amine available evidence 
in order to right wrongs 
or confi rm convictions,” 
Thompson said on Feb. 
21. “My ultimate goal is to 
ensure that the people of 
Brooklyn have faith in the 
fairness of our criminal 
justice system.”

Nussbaum was part 
of the Congressional le-
gal team that investigated 
the Watergate incident in 
1973 and he later served 
as White House counsel 
to President Bill Clinton, 
though he resigned over 

Clinton’s refusal to appoint 
an independent prosecutor 
to investigate the White-
water scandal. Rodgers 
served as top attorney for 
the Justice Department 
and Villanueva served as 
an assistant district attor-
ney under Hynes’s prede-
cessor, Liz Holtzman.

Hynes’ offi ce drew re-
peated accusations of police 
and prosecutorial miscon-
duct, particularly on the 
part of  retired Detective 
Louis Scarcella and star as-
sistant district attorney Mi-
chael Vecchione, who were 
accused of bullying suspects 
and witnesses and conceal-
ing important evidence .

During his tenure, 
Hynes created a similar 
panel to look into both his 
and Holtzman’s controver-
sial prosecutions — a body 
he called the Conviction In-
tegrity Unit. 

Thompson’s new unit — 
and its new title — won plau-
dits from legal observers.

“I’m glad they properly 
named it,” said Brooklyn 
attorney John O’Hara, 
a longtime Hynes critic. 
“Otherwise, you would be 
assuming that Hynes’ con-
victions had integrity, and 
none of them did.” 

Hynes prosecuted 
O’Hara — who had repeat-
edly run for office against 
the district attorney’s po-
litical allies — and had 
him disbarred in 1997 on 
the obscure felony charge 
of voting at the wrong poll-
ing place.  O’Hara was re-
instated to the bar in 2009 , 
and is currently seeking a 
gubernatorial pardon. 

INVESTIGATING: Former Clin-
ton White House Counsel Ber-
nard Nussbaum is one of three 
tapped by District Attorney Ken 
Thompson to help his Convic-
tion Review Unit evaluate cases 
of allegedly unlawful convic-
tions. 
 Associated Press / Joe Marquette

visit BAX’s website for details

youth.bax.org/summer-arts-program 

Summer
Arts

Program

BROOKLYN 

ARTS EXCHANGE

arts & artists in progress

421 5th Avenue, Park Slope, Brooklyn

YOUTH.BAX.ORG | 718-832-0018

REGISTRATION 

IS NOW OPEN 

June 30 – August 15

9:00am–3:00pm 

drop off begins at 8:30 am  

Extended Day Program (3-5:45 pm)

For children entering grades K-6

Register for one week, mix-and match, 

or register for all seven.







BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

M
AR

. 2
, 2

01
4

12

69-40 Myrtle Avenue  |  Glendale, NY 11385
(718) 386-7200  |  StammtischPorkStore.com

Located Right Next to Our Zum Stammtisch Restaurant

WINTER’S
NOT OVER YET!
Keep Your Freezer Stocked

with Zum Stammtisch
Frozen Soups & Dinners

SOUPS $4.99 GOULASH $6.99
GOULASH SOUP, POTATO SOUP,

VEGETABLE SOUP, SPLIT PEA SOUP,
CHICKEN NOODLE SOUP, LENTIL SOUP,

MANHATTAN CLAM CHOWDER

DINNERS $8.99 TO $12.99
INCLUDES APPROPRIATE

POTATOES & VEGETABLES
SAUERBRATEN, BAVARIAN MEATLOAF,

POT ROAST, GOULASH, ROULADEN,
LOIN OF PORK, CHICKEN & MUSHROOM

ALL SOUPS & DINNERS ARE
MADE TRUE TO OUR RECIPES
BY OUR RESTAURANT CHEFS

Not Responsible for Any Typographical Errors.
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