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BY MAX JAEGER
This blockbuster renovation 

project is running ahead of sched-
ule.

One year after breaking 
ground on a massive restoration 
of the Kings Theatre in Flatbush, 
restorers with Ace Theatrical 
Group say the picture palace that 
had sat abandoned since 1978 is 
actually less messed-up than they 
fi rst thought, and that it could 
open in November, a month ear-
lier than anticipated.

“We thought it was going to be 
harder,” said Ace president David 
Anderson. “It’s been a  derelict 
building for 35 years — just sit-
ting on Flatbush Avenue, gradu-
ally crumbling.”

The Courier took an exclusive 

tour of the construction project, 
which is meant to make the iconic 
theater look like it did when doors 
fi rst opened in 1929.

When it reboots, the theater 
will host live music, theater, and 
dance acts, as well as several con-
cession stands and a basement 
lounge. But fi rst, Ace has to bring 
the venue back from the dead.

Ace inked a deal with the city 
in 2012 to restore the theater and 
operate it for 55 years, with more 
than half the $94-million project’s 
funding coming from taxpayers.

Water damaged much of the 
interior’s decorative plaster, so 
workers made molds of remaining 
embellishments to make recreat-
ing them easier, Anderson said.

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Charters have won the 

day in Southern Brooklyn.
The DeBlasio adminis-

tration decided to allow a 
pair of controversial new 
charter schools to move 
into the buildings of two 
Southern Brooklyn junior 
high schools — while simul-
taneously scrapping a plan 

to “co-locate” a new public 
school inside the building 
of a beleaguered Gravesend 
high school.

After a citywide review 
of so-called “co-location” 
plans approved in the wan-
ing days of the Bloomberg 
administration, the De-
partment of Education an-
nounced on Feb. 27 that 

Joseph Cavallaro middle 
school in Bath Beach and 
Seth Low Intermediate in 
Gravesend will have to open 
their doors to grammar 
schools run by Coney Island 
Prep and Success Academy, 
respectively. At the same 
time, the city decided that 
John Dewey High School on 

BY NATHAN TEMPEY
Space. The rain forest. The 

deep blue sea. Just when you 
thought we were out of fi nal fron-
tiers, comptroller Scott Stringer 
has a fresh one: Brooklyn.

The newly elected city-money-
minder and former Manhattan 
borough president, pictured, 
stopped by The Brookyln Courier’s 
Downtown offi ce last week to hold 

forth about his 
plans and propo-
sitions. Chief 
among them was 
turning the bor-
ough into a hub 
for high-tech 
businesses.

“There’s a lot of density to Man-
hattan, a lot of build-out,” he said. 
“So the new frontier is going to be 
in communities in Brooklyn, which 
have so much vast potential.”

In order to woo silicon-cen-
tric companies, Brooklyn needs 
more bike lanes, more dedicated-
lane bus routes, fast public inter-
net service, and “to create more 
of the offi ce space that younger 
people want to work in,” Stringer 
opined.

“In my generation it was all 
about getting the corner offi ce, 
the big corner offi ce with the 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Talk about low-level cor-

ruption!
Three alleged grifters, 

who police say claimed to 
be members of Bay Ridge’s 
Community Board 10, were 
collared by cops last week 
for allegedly collecting do-
nations for the panel — and 
witnesses suggest they may 

have been pulling a bor-
ough-wide hustle.

Police picked up two men 
and a woman last Friday 
whom they allege bilked 
the owners of a new eatery 
at the corner of 71st Street 
and Third Avenue out of $20 
on Feb. 27 by claiming to be 
fund-raising on behalf of 
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An exclusive look at the 
Kings Theatre restoration

NO KIDDING: Jasmin Al-
monte protested chater co-
locations last year.

FIT FOR 
KINGS

Cops nab grifters Mayor approves ‘co-locations’

At the table 
with city’s 

money man

Scott Wayne Indiana has created a “Dungeons & Dragons”-themed yoga 
class for both fi tness fanatics and fans of the time-honored fantasy 
game. It will have its second outing at LaunchPad on Franklin Street in 
Crown Heights on March 22. Photo Stefano Giovannini

Critical sit
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Borrow $10,000
for as low as $300 per month

 Loan Rates Lower Than 
   Credit Card Rates
 Installment Loans Raise 

   Your Credit Score
 Apply Online, By Phone, 

   or Stop In

MAIN OFFICE:
BRUNCH:

Apply Online at www.brfcu.org
Payments based on 8.95% annual percentage rate with automatic loan payments. Rates are based on credit worthiness.

Other rates and terms available. Higher loan amounts available. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

LOANS MADE EASY...
      ... AND THAT’S THE TRUTH!

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Manhattan Beach lost 

one if its staunchest and 
most tenacious advocates 
this week. Long-time resi-
dent and community activ-
ist Ed Eisenberg passed 
away on March 1 at the age 
of 79.

Neighbors and friends 
will best remember Eisen-
berg for his outspoken 
defense of the neighbor-
hood, its parks, and public 
safety. He was an active 
member of the Manhattan 
Beach Neighborhood As-
sociation, the 61st Precinct 
Community Council, and 
Community Board 15 un-
til his death. And he never 
stopped looking out for the 
community he loved to call 
home.

In recent years he raised 
his voice about  park fund-
ing , a  dangerous pier , and 
even the  NYPD’s blotter 
blackout  in the pages of this 
paper. His opinions may 

have  occasionally differed 
from those of his neigh-
bors , but no one questioned 
where his heart was.

“Ed Eisenberg de-

voted his life to making 
his community a better 
place, and he did it in his 
own uniquely passionate, 
relentless way,” said As-
semblyman Steven Cym-
browitz (D–Sheepshead 
Bay) in a statement. “He 
knew the details of ev-
ery community meeting 
and neighborhood event, 
almost before they were 
scheduled.”

Councilman Chaim 
Deutsch (D–Sheepshead 
Bay) also also recalled 
Eisenberg’s passion for his 
neighborhood.

“I’ve known Ed for a 
long time, and have always 
admired the passion he 
held for his favorite part 
of Brooklyn,” Deutsch said 
in a statement. “Manhat-
tan Beach will never be the 
same.”

Eisenberg is survived 
by his wife Eileen, his two 
sons, and three grand-chil-
dren.

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
A new coach for Brook-

lyn’s Boys of Summer is 
stepping up to the plate!

The Cyclones drafted 
Tom Gamboa to manage 
the team for the 2014 season 
— replacing three-season 
professor  Rich Donnelly, 
who abandoned Brooklyn 
to coach a Triple-A team in 
Washington State . 

The 66-year-old Gam-
boa is a veteran manager, 
having served as skipper 
for a Class-A affi liate of the 
Anaheim Angels for part 
of the 2011 season, and led 
the Triple-A Albuquerque 
Isotopes and the Double-
A Arkansas Travelers to 
division titles in 2000 and 
2005 respectively. 

But Gambo is best 
known as the victim of a 
bizarre incident in 2002, 
while  serving as fi rst base 
coach for the Kansas City 
Royals, in which a father-

son duo ran onto the fi eld 
and attacked him  during a 
game against the Chicago 
White Sox, giving Gamboa 
permanent hearing loss 
ever since.

Gamboa has also moon-
lighted as a movie star, 

having played “Scout Mar-
tinez” in the Oscar-nom-
inated 2011 baseball fl ick 
“Moneyball.”

The Clones hired an-
other Tom as the new pitch-
ing coach — Tom Signore, 
a longtime pitching coach 
for minor league affi liates 
of the Toronto Blue Jays. 
The Mini-Mets have also 
brought back Benny Diste-
fano as hitting coach. Dis-
tefano oversaw the Pride of 
Coney Island’s batting prac-
tice during the 2010 season, 
when the team clinched a 
playoff berth but came up 
short in the championship 
series against the Tri-City 
Valley Cats.

The team’s top brass 
praised the new hires.

“We look forward to 
welcoming the new coach-
ing staff to Brooklyn for 
the 2014 season,” said Cy-
clones vice president Steve 
Cohen.

Outspoken advocate Ed Eisenberg dies at age 79

SERVING TO THE END: Com-
munity activist and Korean War 
veteran Ed Eisenberg never 
missed the Memorial Day Pa-
rade. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Cyclones hire new skipper

Manhattan Beach
booster remembered

READY FOR HIS CLOSE-UP: 
The Brooklyn Cyclones tapped 
Tom Gamboa, who appeared 
in the movie “Moneyball,” to 
manage the team for the 2014 
season. Brooklyn Cyclones
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BY MAX JAEGER
Either way, their goose 

is cooked.
Albany is backing off 

 its proposal to shoot or 
gas the state’s entire mute 
swan population  and feed 
the birds to poor people. In-
stead, the state is now plan-
ning to round them up and 
move them to private nature 
preserves. But pro-swan 
conservationists argue that 
keeping the birds in captiv-
ity could land the birds in 
game hunters’ sights.

“Keeping them in captiv-
ity is a euphemism for giving 
them to private citizens for 
hunting,” said Sheila Bolin of 
the Regal Swan Foundation. 

The Department of En-
vironmental Conservation 
announced last Friday that 
it would revise the con-
troversial plan to empha-
size “non-lethal means to 
achieve the management 
plan’s intended goals” of 
eliminating the state’s 2,200 
free-ranging mute swans.

The draft proposal re-
leased last December men-
tioned some non-lethal strat-
egies — including turning 
them over to private individ-
uals with facilities appropri-
ate for keeping the birds — 
but preservationists cry foul, 
saying that no sanctuaries 
could accommodate large 
numbers of swans, because 
they require large bodies of 
water so the highly territo-
rial birds can spread out.

“There’s not a sanctuary 
that can house them,” said 
Bolin. 

Other experts agreed — 
and suggested the sanctuary 
idea is just a decoy.

“To me there’s no such 
thing as a swan sanctuary, 
and there never could be,” 
said Virginia Frati, who 
runs a wildlife rescue on 
Long Island and sits on the 
New York State Wildlife Re-
habilitation Center’s board 
of directors. “I think that’s 
a carrot that they dangle.”

Public institutions are 
not likely to take in refugee 
swans either.

“We have a large popu-
lation of mute swans that 
we’re trying to fi gure out 
what to do with,” said Dave 
Arwin, chief of resources 
at the Gateway National 
Recreation Area. “I don’t 
believe any natural area in 
New York City would look 
forward to increasing its 
population of mute swans.”

Without wildlife sanc-
tuaries willing to give the 
birds refuge, some conser-
vationists worry that mass 
incarceration would be little 
different from mass exter-
mination, with swans being 
rounded up and delivered to 
private hunting preserves.

David Karopkin of 
Goosewatch NYC — a group 
spawned by the  infamous 
2010 Prospect Park goose 
massacre  — said that any 
plan to give swans to individ-
uals would probably deliver 
them into hunters’ hands.

Either way, it would be a 
golden egg for the state, ac-
cording to Karopkin.

The Department of En-

vironmental Conservation 
could benefi t from selling 
hunting permits to private 
citizens taking aim at the 
birds on private land, he 
said, but state wildlife ser-
vices could rake in even 
more cash under a full ex-
termination plan, because 
they would get contracts 
with local municipalities to 
cull the swans.

Under the original pro-
posal, hunters would not 
be allowed to shoot mute 
swans — but the plan points 
out that the department 
“has the authority to estab-
lish seasons and bag limits 
for this species.”

Mute swans are the larg-
est bird in the state, and the 
department’s control plan 
noted that trumpeter swans 
have become a popular 
game bird in other states.

The department received 
30,000 petition signatures 
and 16,000 letters that mostly 
opposed slaying the birds, ac-
cording to a press release. 

Bowing to the heavy criti-

cism, the department plans to 
hatch a kinder, gentler plan 
in the coming months, which 
will subjected to another 
round of public scrutiny.

“DEC is listening to these 
comments and concerns and 
will revise the draft plan 
and provide an opportunity 
for the public to comment on 
the revised plan this spring,” 
the department said.

The department main-
tains that mute swans, 
which roost by the hundreds 
in Sheepshead Bay, are an in-
vasive species that displaces 
native birds, destroy aquatic 
plants, and can be aggres-
sive toward humans.

But Assemblyman Steven 
Cymbrowitz (D– Sheepshead 
Bay),  who led the charge in 
Albany against the extermi-
nation plan , has appealed for 
a more tolerant attitude.

“Sheepshead Bay 
wouldn’t be the same without 
the mute swans,” Cymbrow-
itz said. “Yes, they may hiss 
sometimes, but this is New 
York, so they’re entitled.”

Swans out of frying pan 
and into the line of fi re

Swan never caught on in the kitchen .but 

under the state Department of Environmen-

tal Conservation’s swan-eradication plan, 

the culled birds may fi nd their way into 

New York’s food pantries. So here are two 

recipes even non-aviavores can’t refuse:

Swan terrine
Ingredients:

2 fresh bay leaves
½ teaspoon whole 

black pepper corns, 
crushed

12–14 oz. bacon 
3.5 lbs. swan (hung 

for four days for best fl a-
vor)

1 lb. minced veal 
½ teaspoon salt 
½ teaspoon ground 

black pepper
½ teaspoon freshly 

grated nutmeg
2 tablespoons dry 

breadcrumbs
1 egg
1/3 cup dry sherry
Directions:

1. Preheat oven to 325 
degrees. Line a loaf pan 
with parchment paper. 
Scatter bay leaves and 
peppercorns over it.

2. Carefully line pan 
with bacon. Finely dice 
any remaining bacon and 
place in a mixing bowl.

3. De-bone swan 
meat. Cut breast meat 
into strips and set aside. 
Place all other meat into 
a food processor and 
pulse until swan is fi nely 
chopped but not a paste. 

4. Add swan meat to 
mixing bowl, then add 
minced veal, salt, pepper, 
nutmeg, breadcrumbs, 
egg, and sherry. Mix well.

5. Spread a layer in 
the pan, keeping fi rm 
pressure while spread-
ing. Cover the layer 
with swan breast strips. 
Repeat, layering mince-
meat and breast meat. 

Finish with a layer of 
mincemeat and fold ba-
con over the top. Cover 
with wax paper and alu-
minum foil and seal the 
foil around edges of pan.

6. Place pan in baking 
dish fi lled with boiling 
water until level reaches 
halfway up the side of the 
pan. Bake for 75 minutes, 
remove, and let rest for 30 
minutes. Place weights on 
top to compress and re-
frigerate overnight.

Swan fl an
Ingredients:

1 cup white sugar
1 swan egg
14 ounces sweetened 

condensed milk (1 can)
12 fl uid ounces evapo-

rated milk (1 can)
1 tablespoon vanilla 

extract
Directions:

1. Preheat oven to 350 
degrees.

2. Using a medium 
saucepan over medium-
low heat, melt sugar un-
til liquefi ed and golden 
in color. Carefully pour 
hot syrup into a 9-inch 
round, glass baking 
dish. Coat the bottom 
and sides, then set aside.

3. Beat the egg in a 
bowl, then beat in vanilla, 
evaporated milk, and con-
densed milk until smooth. 
Pour egg mixture into 
baking dish and cover 
with aluminum foil.

4. Bake for 60 minutes. 
Let cool completely.

5. To serve, invert 
onto serving plate.

Swans on the menu

SWAN SONG: State plans to remove all swans — an invasive species that has become a staple in neigh-
borhoods such as Sheepshead Bay — have residents worried for the birds’ lives, and could make some 
swans head for the hills. Illustration by John Napoli

Bird-lovers fear iconic waterfowl will be hunted down
IT’S WHAT’S FOR DINNER: Soon, you too could be enjoying 
a roasted swan like this one.
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Book lovers fl ocking to 

the Central Library will 
soon be able to purchase 
some treats to keep their 
literary fl ights of fancy 
aloft when a Gowanus pie 
shop opens an outpost in 
the lobby.

The bakery and cafe 
Four and Twenty Black-

birds will start serving up 
pies and grub on March 14, 
which math nerds celebrate 
as Pi Day in honor of the 
endless number which be-
gins “3.14.” A co-owner of 
the sweet shop said that, 
cheeky though the choice 
of deadline may be, it also 
adds much-needed urgency 
to getting the shop in order.

“That date was inten-
tional, and it puts us under 
the gun to fi nish setting 
up,” said partial pro-pie-
etor Emily Elsen. 

Elsen and her sister Me-
lissa opened the Gowanus 
location, on Third Avenue 
and Eighth Street, in 2010 
and made a name for them-
selves with surprising cre-

ations such as salted cara-
mel apple, chili chocolate, 
and grapefruit custard 
pies, all using ingredients 
from nearby locales.

The library followed 
their lead by selecting a ven-
dor locally, a Brooklyn Pub-
lic Library spokesman said.

“They’re homegrown 
and locally based,” David 
Woloch said. “It’s great to 
have them aboard.”

The new location will 
be in the main lobby of 
the prose palace on Grand 
Army Plaza between East-
ern Parkway and Flatbush 
Avenue, but bookworms 
will have to check out 
their titles before chowing 
down.

In addition to pies, the 
eatery will carry sand-
wiches, soups, salads, and 
coffee.

The Elsens inked a 
three-year lease with the 
Brooklyn Public Library, 
and will pay the library a 
percentage of what they 

make in lieu of rent. This is 
not the fi rst time a Brook-
lyn cultural institution has 
opened its doors to restau-
rateurs. Next door to the 
library, the Brooklyn Mu-
seum  welcomed top-rated 
chef Saul Bolton last sum-
mer . And Fort Greene’s 
Theatre for a New Audience 
opened in November with a 
Danny Meyers-run cafe we 
are calling  “Shakespeare 
Shack.” 

Nor is it the fi rst move 

to open up public libraries 
to private use. An initiative 
is under way to  rent out for-
mer offi ce space in the Red 
Hook and Williamsburg 
branches to artists and mu-
sicians  (see opposite page).

Once their doors open, 
the sisters hope to start 
educational programs, in-
cluding pie-baking classes 
and reading rewards.

The library will also 
host Pi Day activities for 
kids on March 14.

Gowanus bakery and cafe is setting up shop in the Central Library

PIE SOCIETY: Stephanie Monohan shows off a tray of Four and 
Twenty Blackbird’s signatures wares at the bakery’s Gowanus loca-
tion. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Coming soon: Pie at the library

Some books to eat by
The Brooklyn Public Library will begin selling pie, and we’re adding 

value to this story by detailing our favorite pie-centric books:

Look, we’re not going to lie to you. When not involving math, the ma-
jority of pie-themed books are for kids. So don’t be afraid to give 
your wee-one a slice of apple a la mode while you check out (literal-
ly) “Moon Pie” by Simon Mason, the story of a little girl who has to 
take on many responsibilities 
after her dad falls 
off a ladder. Then 
there’s “Enemy 

Pie” by Derek Munson, in 
which a boy tries to gain the trust 

of a new kid in town through 
a secret recipe. Of 
course, no pie list 
would be complete 
without Beatrix Potter’s classic 
“The Pie and the Patty-Pan.”
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Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014

BUY
PAWN
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WE DO

APPRAISALS

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

Jewelry EX
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.

BY MAX JAEGER
They’re bringing down 

the house — fi nally!
The city issued an or-

der on Feb. 28 to demolish 
a dangerous structure un-
der construction at 1882 E. 
12th Street that area resi-
dents have been fi ghting 
for more than eight years 
— and neighbors are ec-
static.

“It feels fantastic,” said 
Bella Center. “We’re de-
lighted.”

“I think this is great 
news,” said Ed Jaworski, 
who heads the Madison-Ma-
rine-Homecrest Civic As-
sociation. “It should have 
never gone this far.”

Residents feared the 
building —  which oppo-
nents describe as a “gro-
tesque” and “hideous” 
“monstrosity”  — put 
neighbors at risk. Con-
tractors cantilevered the 
bizarre structure over a 
crumbling bungalow. A 
cantilever is a beam an-
chored into a wall to hold 
up a structure over a span 
without supports on the 
other side.

At 43 feet tall, the struc-
ture towers over neighbor-
ing homes. A portion even 
hangs over a neighbor’s 
driveway, and residents 
feared the “monstrosity” 
would topple onto their 
homes.

The Feb. 28 decision 
came after the Department 
of Buildings held a meeting 
with the architect, Shlomo 
Wygoda, and neighbors on 
Feb. 24 to determine the 
contentious building’s fu-
ture.

The department found 
that contractors built the 
supporting wall on a foun-
dation initially intended 
to support a porch — not 
a two-story home, said 
Walter Maffei, a Brook-
lyn architect who advised 
neighbors fighting the 
building.

Center actually dug up 
part of her house to expose 
the slab for inspection.

“We really had to ‘get 
to the bottom of this,’ ” she 
said.

Locals have been asking 

the city to halt construc-
tion since it issued permits 
to the builder eight years 
ago, and many had given up 
hope.

“I cannot believe that it 
has been eight years,” said 
Community Board 15 chair-
woman Theresa Scavo. “Af-
ter the fi rst two or three 
years, you start to think the 
city is not going to step up 
and do anything.”

Scavo said the building 
plan conformed to zoning 
requirements when con-
struction began nearly a 
decade ago, but a 2006 re-
zoning would have halted 
work had builders not got-
ten special permission 
from the city in the form 
of a vesting right. Scavo 
said the community board 
unanimously opposed the 
vesting, but the city okayed 
it anyway. Neighbors then 
sued to stop construction 
on the grounds the building 
was unsafe and the permit 
application contained sev-
eral major errors. 

As a result of the suit, 
the Board of Standards 
and Appeals, which over-
sees the buildings depart-
ment, took another look at 
the building permit, but 
deemed it valid.

Maffei said the permit 
was ill-gotten in the fi rst 
place, because Wygoda 
applied for an alteration 

permit though he 
was building a new 
structure.

“It’s a gaming of 
the system which 
produced this awful 
monstrosity,” Maf-
fei said. “The ap-
plication was pure 
fantasy and total 
disregard for any 
policies and proce-
dures required by 
the DOB.”

In June of last 
year, a state su-
preme court judge 
ordered the board 
to review the per-
mit again, but it 
ruled the permit 
valid a second time, 
despite admitting 
it issued the wrong 
permit due to an ad-
ministrative error. 

Residents pressed on.
“We were so convinced 

of the rightness of our case, 
and we couldn’t step down 
from that,” Center said.

Under pressure from 
residents and Assembly-
man Steven Cymbrowitz 
(D–Sheepshead Bay), the 
department issued a stop-
work order in mid-Febru-
ary and scheduled the Feb. 
24 meeting to consider re-
voking the permits.

“We are so thrilled with 
what amazing work Assem-
blyman Cymbrowitz does 
for his constituents,” Cen-
ter said.

A department of build-
ings spokeswoman said the 
builder has denied access 
to the site and has not pro-
vided a structural peer re-
view as required by a city 
audit.

Property owner Joseph 
Durzieh has 60 days to sub-
mit new plans or tear down 
the home, according to a 
press release from Cym-
browitz’s offi ce.

“The city did the right 
thing,” Scavo said. “If you 
look over the wood con-
struction fence you can see 
that the building is collaps-
ing right there.”

Wygoda declined to com-
ment, and Durzieh did not 
return calls to his E. 14th 
Street medical practice.

City slays Homecrest 
‘monstrosity’ home

TEAR DOWN THIS HOUSE: After an 
eight-year battle, the city has fi nally 
sided with neighbors and ordered the 
owner of this bizarre building to tear it 
down. File photo by Arthur De Gaeta
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Community Board 10. 
Authorities reported 

that the threesome went 
into recently opened Turk-
ish restaurant Pashazade 
at around 3 pm that day and 
told the owner that they 
were collecting money on 
behalf of CB10 for the fam-
ily of a local boy killed in 
a hit-and-run incident. The 
owner gave a Jackson to 
what she believed was a 
good cause.

The accused con artists 
then allegedly went across 
Third Avenue and tried to 
solicit from another restau-
rant owner, who found the 
troika’s tale suspicious — 
and said he discovered that 
the scam may span much of 
Brooklyn. 

“This sounded fi shy to 
me from the beginning, 
because I knew the com-
munity board wouldn’t do 
something like that,” said 
Anthony Loupos, owner of 
Glow Thai. “They were so 
full of s--- from the moment 
they walked in, it was hi-
larious.”

Loupos said that when 
he asked to see some kind of 

identifi cation proving that 
they were affi liated with the 
board, the three just showed 
him a bag full of cash and 
checks — and a Gmail ac-
count called “Friends of 
the Community Board.” As 
they scrolled through the 
account’s sent mail, Loupos 
said he noticed “Thank you” 
messages sent to restaurants 
in dozens of different neigh-
borhoods, purporting to be 
from several different com-
munity boards. The restau-
rateur said he knew for sure 
then that he was in the com-
pany of crooks — and pretty 
bad ones at that. 

“They weren’t the sharp-
est criminals,” Loupos said. 
“It was laughable. To show 
me the e-mail address as 
proof of who they were was 
just ridiculous.”

Loupos said the three 
high-tailed it when he made 
it clear he was not going to 
donate. He said he phoned 
CB10 to be sure they were not 
sending around solicitors, 
and then called the police. 
Then he phoned Pashazade, 
and learned that not only 
had the owner given the trio 
money, but that one of the al-
leged chiselers had told her 
that they could expedite her 

liquor license for a mere $650 
— and left a phone number.

Loupos said that the Pa-
shazade proprietor — who 
declined to comment for 
this story — made arrange-
ments to meet again with 
one of the accused fraud-
sters at her restaurant Fri-
day night. The suspected 
swindler showed up for a 7 
pm appointment with the 
eatery owner — and several 
plainclothes cops.

The Pashazade owner 
and the alleged scammer 
met at the restaurant and 
talked about getting the 
Turkish joint a booze per-
mit, while police offi cers in 
street garb sat at neighbor-
ing tables and stood nearby 
outside. The other two in 
custody allegedly made the 
mistake of accompanying 
their accomplice back to 
Bay Ridge, and according 
to Loupos were pacing the 
street close at hand. This 
enabled the cops to nab 
them all at once when they 
attempted to leave.

Police said that the tri-
umvirate in custody are 
currently only charged in 
the $20 fraud at the Turkish 
joint, with one count of petty 
larceny and criminal imper-
sonation each. 

Continued from page 1 

Scam

LOBSTER DINNER SPECIALS

Cup of any Chowder or Bisque (add $4)  Key Lime Pie or Chocolate Cake (add $4)

SINGLE  
$24 + TAX 
INCLUDES: 
 1¼ lb Lobster  

(steamed or broiled)
 French Fries, Sweet Potato Fries  

or Lettuce & Tomato Salad 
 Cole Slaw

TWIN  
$44 + TAX 

INCLUDES: 
 (Two) 1¼ lb Lobsters  
(steamed or broiled)

 (Two) French Fries, Sweet Potato 
Fries or Lettuce & Tomato Salad 

 Cole Slaw

Market Specials & Menu Online: Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Pkwy (Exit 9 or 9a) Sheepshead Bay BKLYN

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across from the UA Movies)

Hours: Sun.–Thurs. 9am–9pm  Fri. & Sat. 9am–11pm
1-800-404-CLAW FREE 

PARKING

ZAGAT  
RATED  
EXCELLENT

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

3 $39F
O
R

LOBSTER SALE

GUARANTEED TO AVERAGE 
OVER 1 1/4 LBS EACH

OTHER SIZES
AVAILABLE

LIVE OR STEAMED
NO LIMIT

RETAIL
MARKET ONLY

Exp. 3/18/14

Exp. 3/18/14

Kickoff St. Patrick’s Weekend @ Buckley’s
 Friday, March 14th

LIVE MUSIC AT THE BAR FEATURING

SUSAN & GERARD
Saturday, March 15 

th  And 
Sunday, March 16 

th

 Serving Corned Beef & Cabbage All Weekend

Monday, March 17 
th

2 SHOWS FEATURING

BILLY KEENAN & THE PRIME TIME SHOW BAND 
& O’MALLEY IRISH DANCE ACADEMY

For Reservations 718-998-4222

www.buckleyscaterers.com

view,” he said. “Today, 
younger people are work-
ing around tables with 
laptops and computers. 
They’re inventing things 
among fi ve people.”

Also on Stringer’s 
agenda is deciding what 
it is worth to taxpay-
ers to litigate the cases 
freshman District Attor-
ney Ken Thompson has 
 opened up for review , 
citing possible miscon-
duct by his predecessor 
Charles Hynes, should 
the prisoners be exoner-
ated and sue the city.

Stringer claimed vic-
tory for overseeing the 
$6.4-million settlement 
in the lawsuit brought 
by David Ranta, who 
was sprung from prison 
in 2013 after serving 23 
years for a murder he did 
not commit.

The fi nancial top dog 
demurred when asked how 
much the agreement had 
saved the city, but said he 
assigned an in-house legal 
team to the task and that 
the result was a good deal 
for all involved.

“We negotiated a fair 
settlement but we were 
able to act right away,” 
he said. “We didn’t go 
through years and years 
of litigation.”

The Ranta case is one 
of many allegedly ques-
tionable cases handled by 
Hynes’ offi ce that Thomp-
son has assigned a team 
of legal eagles to pore over 
and Stringer says that, if 
additional exonerees turn 
up, his offi ce will work to 
put a dollar amount on 
their suffering, too.

When pressed on whose 
side he takes in the stand-
off between Mayor DeBla-
sio and Gov. Cuomo on 
how to pay for universal 
prekindergarten — DeBla-
sio wants to raises taxes 
on New Yorkers making 
more than $500,000 while 
Cuomo says the program 
can be paid for with exist-
ing state funds — Stringer 
said that DeBlasio’s pro-
posal makes sense money-
wise.

“Cuomo’s plan hasn’t 
crystallized so I don’t think 
it’s much of a plan,” he said. 
“The DeBlasio plan is real, 
consistent, and I praise 
him for giving us a way to 
pay for it.”

Continued from page 1 

Stringer

GLOWING WORK: Glow Thai owner Anthony Loupos helped bust a 
ring of serial scammers last week. Photo by Steve Solomonson
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Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 

Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
These gardeners are 

sowing the seeds of dis-
content.

The New York Commu-
nity Gardens Coalition is 
suing the city on behalf of 
Coney Island’s Boardwalk 
Garden, which was bull-
dozed last December to 
make way for  ex-Borough 
President Marty Markow-
itz’s $53-million amphi-
theater project .

The Coalition’s le-
gal team claims that the 
planned Seaside Park 
and Community Arts 
Center violates munici-
pal requirements for 
sewer capacity — and so 
the city should therefore 
not have booted the Peo-
ple’s Playground plant-
ers from their 17-year-old 
garden.

“The city did not follow 
its own regulations,” said 
attorney Joel Kupferman 
of the New York Environ-
mental Law and Justice 
Project, which is spear-
heading the suit. “You’re 
going to have thousands 
of people coming to a con-
cert, and the sewers in 
Coney West cannot take 
that.”

Kupferman further al-
leged that iStar Financial, 
the company that will con-
struct and operate the new 
hall as a permanent home 
for Markowitz’s summer 
concert series, did not do 
the proper studies when 
they designed the under-
ground reservoirs that 
the company claims will 

combat f looding at the wa-
terfront venue.

Attorneys for iStar say 
that the blueprints are 
perfectly in line with reg-
ulations.

“I’m not sure what 
they think their grounds 
are, but I know that ev-
erything that needed to 
be done was done for this 
project,” said Howard 
Weiss.

 The Coney gardeners 
began tilling the soil at 
the W. 22nd Street spot in 
1997 . The city kicked the 
growers out in 2004 in or-
der to convert the parcel 
into a parking lot for MCU 
Park, but the garden was 
never paved, and seed-
sowers returned without 
much notice. 

Hurricane Sandy 

soaked the spot and bur-
ied it in sand, but the gar-
deners dug their way out 
and replanted last spring 
— about the same time 
 Markowitz announced 
his plan to place his long-
dreamt-of amphitheater 
inside the landmarked 
Childs Building next door 
— and to convert the gar-
den into seating . 

 Community Board 13 
voted down Markowitz’s 
proposal last Septem-
ber , but the plan  breezed 
through the City Plan-
ning Commission  and 
then  the Council . 

The gardeners hoped 
to hold out and somehow 
keep their longtime lo-
cation, but late last year 
 iStar deployed an array 

Booted Boardwalk gardeners to sue city

LAYING DOWN THE LAW: Lawyer Joel Kupferman is suing the city 
on behalf of the Boardwalk Community Garden to stop the con-
struction of Marty Markowitz’s Coney Island amphitheater. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Garden of thorns! 

Continued on page 8
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Avenue X will not have to 
share space with a tradi-
tional district school. 

All three building-
sharing plans, along with 
dozens of others across 
the city, were passed in 
the last months of 2013, 
 in the face of widespread 
public opposition . Soon 
after taking offi ce, the 
new mayor promised to 
carefully review all of the 
proposals pushed through 
during Bloomberg’s fi nal 
months, and the Depart-
ment of Education said it 
took the best interests of 
students and parents into 
account when making its 
decision.

“As enrollment dead-
lines approach, we con-
sidered the thousands of 
families that could be af-
fected,” said new schools 
chancellor Carmen Fa-
rina. “We were deliberate 
in our decisions and, un-
der the circumstances we 
inherited, believe this is 
the best approach.”

School leaders ap-
plauded the decision to stop 
a new school from mov-
ing in with Dewey —  long 
targeted for closure  — but 
lamented the loss of vital 
space at the pair of middle 
schools. 

Offi cials at Cavallaro 
and Seth Low argued that 
the existing schools are 
already near-capacity and 

need the room both to ac-
commodate new junior 
high kids, and for special 
needs children who re-
quire a separate space dur-
ing state exams. 

They also questioned 
the wisdom of having Kin-
dergarten through fi fth 
grade students sharing 
a building with middle 
schoolers. 

“Our community is 
growing, we need this 
space,” said Heather Fior-
ica, president of Commu-
nity Education Council 
District 21, the offi cial 
oversight organization 
for Dewey, Seth Low, and 
Cavallaro. “They’re going 
to need junior high school 
seats. They’re giving my 
junior high school seats 
to elementary school stu-
dents.”

But the charter schools 
are not smiling either, not-
ing that Farina blocked 
three new charter schools 
in other parts of the city 
— a decision that charter-
school proponents argued 
will hurt children.

“This isn’t a case where 
you can split the difference 
and declare victory,” said 
Success Academy spokes-
woman Kerri Lyon. “When 
even one child is denied a 
high quality public educa-
tion, we are not fulfi lling 
our civic and moral prom-
ise to put them on the road 
to success.”

Coney Island Prep did 
not respond to repeated 
requests for comment. 

Continued from page 1 

Charters
Mildew destroyed much 

of the theater’s drapes and 
carpeting, but restorers 
found unharmed swatches 
in the basement and will 
use them as a pattern for 
copies, he said.

The theater’s ornate 
wood carvings were in bet-
ter condition than Ace an-
ticipated, too.

“There was an incredi-
ble amount of life and luster 
left in the wood,” Anderson 
said.

The theater group is 
looking into restoring the 
massive pipe organ that 
once accompanied silent 
movies, he said.

Moviegoers last entered 
the cinema in late 1977, but 
some of the details restor-
ers are uncovering would 
only be familiar to the the-
ater’s earliest patrons.

“We’re peeling back 
layer after layer of paint 
and exposing things that 
you could have never 
known were there,” Ander-
son said.

Workers discovered por-
traits carved into the stage’s 
proscenium arch that no 
one knew existed because 
they were covered in thick, 
black paint, he said.

Restorers aim to bring 
the theater back to its 1930s 
look, but there will be some 
modern-day improvements.

For one, there will be sta-
dium seating — a departure 
from the original arrange-
ment that required contrac-
tors to raise the fl oor.

Ace is also installing 
new heating, cooling, and 
fi re-suppression systems, 
and bringing the back of the 
house up to date.

“There used to be this 
rabbit’s den of dressing 
rooms behind the stage,” 
Anderson said. “That will 
be replaced by a state-of-
the-art facility.”

The football fi eld-sized 
theater will be 1.5 times 
larger after the restoration, 
and the backstage area 

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2014 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

Theater
Continued from page 1

of earthmovers early 
one morning to forcibly 
uproot the garden . The 
amphitheater plan calls 
for construction to be-
gin this year, and for the 
venue to open in 2015.

The Coalition ex-
pressed hope that 
Markowitz’s successor, 
Eric Adams, would work 

with them to let the gar-
deners return to their 
vegetable patch. 

“We’re asking our new 
elected offi cial to right 
the wrong that has been 
done,” said Aresh Tavadi, 
legislative coordinator 
for the Coalition.

Adams’s office de-
clined to say if the new 
beep would aid the 
gardeners, but said he 
would be glad to meet 
with them.

Garden
Continued from page 7

will take up most of that 
additional space. Ace also 
bought an adjacent com-
mercial property, which it 
will turn into a box offi ce, 
Anderson said.

There will be food and 
drinks — including alco-
hol — but management has 
not yet selected a vendor, 
said Matt Wolf, the the-
ater’s newly minted execu-
tive director. There is no 

kitchen, but the theater 
may bring in caterers for 
special events or private 
parties, he said.

And do not let the sea 
of white faces on the archi-
tectural rendering outside 
fool you. Anderson said 
Ace will make sure the 
theater programming is 
affordable and appropri-
ate for the predominately 
Caribbean and African-

American neighborhood 
around the theater, where 
the median income is 
about $40,000.

“There is incredible 
variety in the population 
within a quarter mile of 
the theater — not to men-
tion the whole of Brooklyn,” 
he said. “Ticket prices will 
be affordable for the local 
community for virtually all 
shows.”

THEATER OF DREAMS: (Top) The elaborate 
decorations inside the Kings Theatre are 
starting to sparkle after one year of restora-
tion work. The ornate ceilings (above) and fi ne 
architectural details of the once-grand movie 
palace (left) are returning to a semblance of 
their former glory. Photos by Steve Solomonson
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Aviator Summer Camps
Hanger 5 Floyd Bennett Field
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-758-9800
www.aviatorsports.com

Brooklyn Arts Exchange
421 5th Ave., Park Slope, Brooklyn 11215
718-832-0018
www.youth.bax.org

Beth Elohim Summer Day Camp
274 Garfi eld Place, Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-768-3814
congregationbethelohim.org/camp

Brooklyn Fencing Center
62 4th Street, Brooklyn, NY 1231
718-522-5822
www.brooklynfencing.com

Brooklyn Urban Garden
500 19th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-280-9556
www.bugsbrooklyn.org

Frost Valley YMCA
2000 Frost Valley Road
Claryville, NY 12725
845-985-2291
www.frostvalley.org

Mill Basin Day Camp
5945 Strickland Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-351-6200
www.millbasindaycamp.com

Park Slope Day Camp
694 5th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-788-7732
www.parkslopedaycamp.com

Shorefront YM-YWHA
3300 Coney Island Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11235
718-646-1444
www.shorefronty.org

Summit Academy Charter School
27 Huntington Street, Brooklyn, NY 11231
718-875-1403
www.summitacademycharterschool.org

Union Temple
17 Eastern Pkwy, Brooklyn, NY 11238
718-638-7600
www.uniontemple.org

YMCA Summer Camp
www.ymcanyc.org

CAMP & SUMMER ACTIVITIES DIRECTORY

Asphalt Green
555 East 90th Street
New York, NY 10128
646-981-2261
www.asphaltgreen.org

Dwight School Summer Camp
2116 1st Avenue (bet. 108-109 St.)
New York, NY 10029
917-551-6430
www.dwightsumercamp.org

Frost Valley YMCA
2000 Frost Valley Road
Claryville, NY 12725
845-985-2291
www.frostvalley.org

Henry Street School Da Camp
301 Henry Street, NY, NY 10002
212-254-3100
www.henrystreet.org

Surprise Lake
307 7th Avenue
New York, NY 10001
212-924-3131
www.surpriselake.org

YMCA Summer Camp
www.ymcanyc.org

Aviator Summer Camps
Hanger 5 Floyd Bennett Field
Brooklyn, NY 11234
718-758-9800
www.aviatorsports.com

Christ the King Summer Camp                                    
68-02 Metropolitan Avenue
Middle Village, NY 11379
www.christtheking.com

Frost Valley YMCA
2000 Frost Valley Road
Claryville, NY 12725
845-985-2291
www.frostvalley.org

YMCA Summer Camp
www.ymcanyc.org

Frost Valley YMCA
2000 Frost Valley Road, Claryville, NY 12725
845-985-2291
www.frostvalley.org

LuHi Summer Programs
131 Brookville Road, Brookville, NY 11545
516-626-1100
www.luhisummercamps.org
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