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BY MAX JAEGER
It’s a victory for Marine Park 

drivers.
Just a few days after local mo-

torists complained to this paper 
about a poorly placed stop sign 
that was confusing drivers and 
leading to traffi c tickets, the city 
has corrected the problem. 

Residents are thrilled to see 
the sign fi xed.

“I really was amazed fi rst that 
the city did change it, and that 
they did it so quickly,” said resi-
dent John Cortese, who alerted 
this paper about the issue after 
police ticketed his daughter.

The Department of Transpor-
tation recently installed a stop 
sign on Avenue V and E. 38th 
Street, but the department placed 
it several feet in front of the line 
where drivers are legally re-
quired to stop. 

Motorists were stopping for the 
sign and then rolling through the 
line at the corner, which enticed 
police set up nearby to monitor 
speeding into issuing tickets to 
confused drivers.

Residents alleged the city 
placed the sign to set up a stop 
trap and drum up ticket revenue.

The Courier asked the city 
whether the department installed 
the sign properly and  published 
an article about the issue on Feb. 
20 . Comments from concerned 

Continued on page 14

City demands demolition 
of  Homecrest ‘monstrosity’

BY MAX JAEGER
They’re bringing down the 

house — fi nally!
The city issued an order on 

Feb. 28 to demolish a dangerous 
structure under construction at 
1882 E. 12th Street that area resi-
dents have been fi ghting for more 
than eight years — and neighbors 
are ecstatic.

“It feels fantastic,” said Bella 
Center. “We’re delighted.”

“I think this is great news,” 
said Ed Jaworski, who heads the 
Madison-Marine-Homecrest Civic 
Association. “It should have never 
gone this far.”

Residents feared the building 
—  which opponents describe as a 

“grotesque” and “hideous” “mon-
strosity”  — put neighbors at risk. 
Contractors cantilevered the bi-
zarre structure over a crumbling 
bungalow. A cantilever is a beam 
anchored into a wall to hold up a 
structure over a span without sup-
ports on the other side.

At 43 feet tall, the structure 
towers over neighboring homes. A 
portion even hangs over a neigh-
bor’s driveway, and residents 
feared the “monstrosity” would 
topple onto their homes.

The Feb. 28 decision came af-
ter the Department of Buildings 
held a meeting with the architect, 
Shlomo Wygoda, and neighbors 

Continued on page 14
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Joseph Faicco of Troop 20 had the fastest car of the Boy Scouts’ Pinewood 
Derby, held at Kings Plaza on March 1. For more, see page 8. 
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Life in the fast lane

City fixes 
ill-placed 
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BY MAX JAEGER
This blockbuster reno-

vation project is running 
ahead of schedule.

One year after breaking 
ground on a massive resto-
ration of the Kings Theatre 
in Flatbush, restorers with 
Ace Theatrical Group say 
the picture palace that had 
sat abandoned since 1978 
is actually less messed-up 
than they fi rst thought, and 
that it could open in Novem-
ber, a month earlier than 
anticipated.

“We thought it was going 
to be harder,” said Ace pres-
ident David Anderson. “It’s 
been a  derelict building for 
35 years — just sitting on 
Flatbush Avenue, gradually 
crumbling.”

The Courier took an ex-
clusive tour of the construc-
tion project, which is meant 
to make the iconic theater 
look like it did when doors 
fi rst opened in 1929.

When it reboots, the 
theater will host live mu-
sic, theater, and dance acts, 
as well as several conces-
sion stands and a basement 
lounge. But fi rst, Ace has to 
bring the venue back from 
the dead.

Ace inked a deal with 
the city in 2012 to restore 
the theater and operate it 
for 55 years, with more than 
half the $94-million proj-
ect’s funding coming from 
taxpayers.

Water damaged much 
of the interior’s decorative 
plaster, so workers made 
molds of remaining embel-
lishments to make recreat-
ing them easier, Anderson 
said.

Mildew destroyed much 
of the theater’s drapes and 
carpeting, but restorers 
found unharmed swatches 

in the basement and will 
use them as a pattern for 
copies, he said.

The theater’s ornate 
wood carvings were in bet-
ter condition than Ace an-
ticipated, too.

“There was an incredi-
ble amount of life and luster 
left in the wood,” Anderson 
said.

The theater group is 
looking into restoring the 
massive pipe organ that 
once accompanied silent 
movies, he said.

Moviegoers last entered 
the cinema in late 1977, but 
some of the details restor-
ers are uncovering would 
only be familiar to the the-
ater’s earliest patrons.

“We’re peeling back 
layer after layer of paint 
and exposing things that 
you could have never 
known were there,” Ander-
son said.

Workers discovered por-
traits carved into the stage’s 
proscenium arch that no 
one knew existed because 
they were covered in thick, 
black paint, he said.

Restorers aim to bring 
the theater back to its 1930s 
look, but there will be some 
modern-day improvements.

For one, there will be sta-
dium seating — a departure 
from the original arrange-
ment that required contrac-
tors to raise the fl oor.

Ace is also installing 
new heating, cooling, and 
fi re-suppression systems, 
and bringing the back of the 
house up to date.

“There used to be this 
rabbit’s den of dressing 
rooms behind the stage,” 
Anderson said. “That will 
be replaced by a state-of-
the-art facility.”
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By Matthew Perlman

MetroTech is turning Japanese, we really think so.
New York University Polytechnic is hosting its 

10th annual anime festival on March 15 abd 16, open-
ing its doors to cartoon superheroes, video game characters, 
and all manner of costumed creatures.

“It’s a chance to escape from the everyday mundane,” said 
Gregory Fisher, who is helping organize the event, which is 
also open to non-students. “And it’s a place where you can 
really be yourself, even if that’s a little animated.”

“SpringFestNY” drew around 1,000 people last year, and 
organizers believe it is the biggest — and maybe the only 
— Brooklyn gathering of its kind. And while costumes are 
optional, they are strongly encouraged.

“Wearing a costume gets you into character,” said Eddie 
Hooks, who lives in Bedford-Stuyvesant and plans on dressing 
as a character from the video game “Persona 4.” “It’s like I’m 

my own actor on this really big stage.”
Prizes will be awarded for best costumes and best character 

performance during the “cosplay masquerade.” But, one cos-
tuming enthusiast said, dressing up is its own reward.

“When you put a lot of time into making the costume and 
people compliment you on it, it feels really good,” said Shabbir 
Hussaine from East New York, who uses the cosplay name 
Kyon. “It’s the best.”

The festival will also have panel discussions with anime 
voice actors, video game tournaments, and anime-inspired 
musical acts — including a “Final Fantasy” cover band that 
plays music from the epic game series.

There will also be a Japanese soda drinking competition.
The soda, called Ramune, comes in a variety of weird fla-

vors such as wasabi, curry, and corn soup, and has a marble 
that blocks the narrow neck of the bottle — making it difficult 
to drink quickly. The challenge is more about speed than quan-

tity, at least until the last round, when the judges get to pick 
how many bottles competitors have to down.

“How much you drink depends on how sadistic the judge is 
feeling,” said Fisher.

New this year is a festival-wide digital scavenger hunt. 
Organizers will hide QR codes — those complicated bar codes 
that can be read by a smart phone — all around the event. 
Attendees can scan the codes they find and a few lucky win-
ners will stumble across codes with a prize attached.

But for all the bizarre contests, elaborate costumes, and 
kimchi-flavored sodas, Fisher said the best thing about 
“SpringFestNY” is the people.

“You can’t really have a good convention without good 
attendees,” he said. “It’s really all about the community.”

“SpringFestNY” at NYU-Polytechnic (6 MetroTech Center 
at Jay Street, www.springfestny.com). March 15 and 16. 
$12–$35.

ANIMATION DOMINATION
Costumes, codes, and curry sodas at NYU Poly’s ‘SpringFestNY’ anime fest

Down the rabbit hole: Shabbir 
Hussaine, Rosa Echavarria, and 
Eddie Hooks get into character 
for “SpringFestNY.”

Photo by Jason Speakman
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Restoration of Flatbush’s historic Kings Theatre ahead of schedule
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THEATER OF DREAMS: (Top) The elaborate 
decorations inside the Kings Theatre are 
starting to sparkle after one year of restora-
tion work. The ornate ceilings (above) and fi ne 
architectural details of the once-grand movie 
palace (left) are returning to a semblance of 
their former glory.

FIT FOR THE KINGS! 
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BY MAX JAEGER
Either way, their goose 

is cooked.
Albany is backing off 

 its proposal to shoot or gas 
the state’s entire mute swan 
population  and offer the 
meat to food pantries, and 
instead round them up and 
move them to private nature 
preserves. But pro-swan 
conservationists argue that 
keeping the birds in captiv-
ity could land the birds in 
game hunters’ sights.

“Keeping them in captiv-
ity is a euphemism for giving 
them to private citizens for 
hunting,” said Sheila Bolin of 
the Regal Swan Foundation. 

The Department of En-
vironmental Conservation 
announced last Friday that 
it would revise the con-
troversial plan to empha-
size “non-lethal means to 
achieve the management 
plan’s intended goals” of 
eliminating the state’s 2,200 
free-ranging mute swans.

The draft proposal re-
leased last December men-
tioned some non-lethal 
strategies — including 
turning them over to pri-
vate individuals with fa-
cilities appropriate for 
keeping the birds — but 
preservationists cry foul, 
saying that no sanctuaries 
could accommodate large 
numbers of swans, because 
they require large bodies of 
water so the highly territo-
rial birds can spread out.

“There’s not a sanctuary 
that can house them,” said 
Bolin. 

Other experts agreed — 
and suggested the sanctuary 
idea is just a decoy.

“To me there’s no such 
thing as a swan sanctuary, 
and there never could be,” 
said Virginia Frati, who 
runs a wildlife rescue on 
Long Island and sits on the 
New York State Wildlife Re-
habilitation Center’s board 
of directors. “I think that’s 
a carrot that they dangle.”

Public institutions are 
not likely to take in refugee 
swans either.

“We have a large popu-
lation of mute swans that 
we’re trying to fi gure out 
what to do with,” said Dave 
Arwin, chief of resources 
at the Gateway National 
Recreation Area. “I don’t 
believe any natural area in 
New York City would look 
forward to increasing its 
population of mute swans.”

Without wildlife sanc-
tuaries willing to give the 
birds refuge, some conser-
vationists worry that mass 
incarceration would be little 
different from mass exter-
mination, with swans being 
rounded up and delivered to 
private hunting preserves.

David Karopkin of 
Goosewatch NYC — a group 
spawned by the  infamous 
2010 Prospect Park goose 
massacre  — said that any 
plan to give swans to pri-
vate individuals would al-
most certainly deliver them 
into hunters’ hands.

And it would be a golden 
egg for the state, according 
to Karopkin.

“Wildlife services stand 
to collect millions of dollars 
in revenue from hunting 
permits,” he said.

Under the original pro-
posal, hunters would not 
be allowed to shoot mute 
swans — but the plan points 
out that the department 
“has the authority to estab-
lish seasons and bag limits 
for this species.”

Mute swans are the larg-
est bird in the state, and the 
department’s control plan 
noted that trumpeter swans 
have become a popular 
game bird in other states.

Between December and 
Feb. 21, the department re-
ceived 30,000 petition signa-
tures and 16,000 letters that 
mostly opposed slaying the 
birds, according to a press 
release. 

Bowing to the heavy criti-
cism, the department plans to 
hatch a kinder, gentler plan 
in the coming months, which 
will subjected to another 
round of public scrutiny.

“DEC is listening to 

these comments and con-
cerns and will revise the 
draft plan and provide an 
opportunity for the public 
to comment on the revised 
plan this spring,” the de-
partment said.

The department main-
tains that mute swans, 
which roost by the hun-
dreds in Sheepshead Bay, 
are an invasive species that 
displaces native birds, de-
stroy aquatic plants, and 
can be aggressive toward 
humans.

But Assemblyman Ste-
ven Cymbrowitz (D– Sheep-
shead Bay),  who led the 
charge in Albany against 
the extermination plan , has 
urged a more tolerant atti-
tude, given the swans’ place 
in his community.

“Sheepshead Bay 
wouldn’t be the same with-
out the mute swans,” Cym-
browitz said. “They’re syn-
onymous with grace and 
beauty. Yes, they may hiss 
sometimes, but this is New 
York, so they’re entitled.”

Swans out of frying pan 
and into the line of fi re

Swan never caught on in the kitchen .but 

under the state Department of Environmen-

tal Conservation’s swan-eradication plan, 

the culled birds may fi nd their way into 

New York’s food pantries. So here are two 

recipes even non-aviavores can’t refuse:

Swan terrine
Ingredients:

2 fresh bay leaves
½ teaspoon whole 

black pepper corns, 
crushed

12–14 oz. bacon 
3.5 lbs. swan (hung 

for four days for best fl a-
vor)

1 lb. minced veal 
½ teaspoon salt 
½ teaspoon ground 

black pepper
½ teaspoon freshly 

grated nutmeg
2 tablespoons dry 

breadcrumbs
1 egg
1/3 cup dry sherry
Directions:

1. Preheat oven to 325 
degrees. Line a loaf pan 
with parchment paper. 
Scatter bay leaves and 
peppercorns over it.

2. Carefully line pan 
with bacon. Finely dice 
any remaining bacon and 
place in a mixing bowl.

3. De-bone swan 
meat. Cut breast meat 
into strips and set aside. 
Place all other meat into 
a food processor and 
pulse until swan is fi nely 
chopped but not a paste. 

4. Add swan meat to 
mixing bowl, then add 
minced veal, salt, pepper, 
nutmeg, breadcrumbs, 
egg, and sherry. Mix well.

5. Spread a layer in 
the pan, keeping fi rm 
pressure while spread-
ing. Cover the layer 
with swan breast strips. 
Repeat, layering mince-
meat and breast meat. 

Finish with a layer of 
mincemeat and fold ba-
con over the top. Cover 
with wax paper and alu-
minum foil and seal the 
foil around edges of pan.

6. Place pan in baking 
dish fi lled with boiling 
water until level reaches 
halfway up the side of the 
pan. Bake for 75 minutes, 
remove, and let rest for 30 
minutes. Place weights on 
top to compress and re-
frigerate overnight.

Swan fl an
Ingredients:

1 cup white sugar
1 swan egg
14 ounces sweetened 

condensed milk (1 can)
12 fl uid ounces evapo-

rated milk (1 can)
1 tablespoon vanilla 

extract
Directions:

1. Preheat oven to 350 
degrees.

2. Using a medium 
saucepan over medium-
low heat, melt sugar un-
til liquefi ed and golden 
in color. Carefully pour 
hot syrup into a 9-inch 
round, glass baking 
dish. Coat the bottom 
and sides, then set aside.

3. Beat the egg in a 
bowl, then beat in vanilla, 
evaporated milk, and con-
densed milk until smooth. 
Pour egg mixture into 
baking dish and cover 
with aluminum foil.

4. Bake for 60 minutes. 
Let cool completely.

5. To serve, invert 
onto serving plate.

Swans on the menu

SWAN SONG: State plans to remove all swans — an invasive species that has become a staple in neigh-
borhoods such as Sheepshead Bay — have residents worried for the birds’ lives, and could make some 
swans head for the hills. Illustration by John Napoli

Bird-lovers fear iconic waterfowl will be hunted down
IT’S WHAT’S FOR DINNER: Soon, you too could be enjoying 
a roasted swan like this one.
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
It might not be so new 

anymore, but that didn’t 
stop them from ringing in 
the Year of the Horse!

David Boody Interme-
diate School fi nally got to 
celebrate the Chinese Lu-
nar New Year on Feb. 26 
— almost two weeks after 
a snowstorm cancelled 
the originally scheduled 
event.

The kids showed no 
sign of falling behind 

because of the postpone-
ment, as the school’s 
cheerleaders and hip-hop 
dance team put on high-
energy performances. 
But the headlining act 
was the school’s Chinese 
Dance Troupe, which has 
performed throughout the 
city. The troupe showed 
off its skill at the tradi-
tional lion, blue fan, and 
ribbon dances. The event 
featured narration in both 
English and Chinese. 

School offi cials said 
the event was a way to 
create a multi-cultural 
community in which all 
traditions are treated 
with respect. 

“We want to honor the 
heritage of our neighbors 
and share with them the 
joy and beauty of Lunar 
New Year,” said principal 
Dominick D’Angelo

D’Angelo, a Gravesend 
native, also saw the cel-
ebration as a manifesta-

tion of the area’s ongoing 
demographic changes. 
One-third of the student 
body at Boody is Asian-
American, and the school 
was the fi rst in the area to 
roll out a dual-language 
curriculum for Chinese-
speaking youth.

“This is an immigrant 
neighborhood,” he said. 
“When I was young, the 
immigrants were Italian. 
Now, many of them come 
from China.”

TAKE A BOW: (Above) Dancer Ying Shi performs the colorful ribbon dance. 
(Center) Boody’s Chinese Dance Troupe performs the traditional blue fan 
dance. (Right) The school’s hip-hop team did a dance routine in honor of the 
New Year with some help from the school mascot. Photos by Elizabeth Graham

Students ring in Lunar New Year 

SummerSummerDayDayCampCamp

Our                    Low Prices &  
Our Upcoming Open House Dates:

Saturday, Mar. 8, 12pm to 3pm
Sunday, Mar. 23, 12pm to 3pm 

Floyd Bennett Field, 3159 Flatbush Ave.,
Brooklyn, NY 11234  |  Aviatorsports.com

718.758.7518

Aviator Sports and Events Center

��
�

2014

Long-delayed celebration blended local kids’ cultures
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Manhattan Beach lost 

one if its staunchest and 
most tenacious advocates 
this week. Long-time resi-
dent and community activ-
ist Ed Eisenberg passed 
away on March 1 at the age 
of 79.

Neighbors and friends 
will best remember Eisen-
berg for his outspoken 
defense of the neighbor-
hood, its parks, and public 
safety. He was an active 
member of the Manhattan 
Beach Neighborhood As-
sociation, the 61st Precinct 
Community Council, and 
Community Board 15 un-
til his death. And he never 
stopped looking out for the 
community he loved to call 
home.

In recent years he raised 
his voice about  park fund-
ing , a  dangerous pier , and 
even the  NYPD’s blotter 
blackout  in the pages of this 
paper. His opinions may 

have  occasionally differed 
from those of his neigh-
bors , but no one questioned 
where his heart was.

“Ed Eisenberg de-

voted his life to making 
his community a better 
place, and he did it in his 
own uniquely passionate, 
relentless way,” said As-
semblyman Steven Cym-
browitz (D–Sheepshead 
Bay) in a statement. “He 
knew the details of ev-
ery community meeting 
and neighborhood event, 
almost before they were 
scheduled.”

Councilman Chaim 
Deutsch (D–Sheepshead 
Bay) also also recalled 
Eisenberg’s passion for his 
neighborhood.

“I’ve known Ed for a 
long time, and have always 
admired the passion he 
held for his favorite part 
of Brooklyn,” Deutsch said 
in a statement. “Manhat-
tan Beach will never be the 
same.”

Eisenberg is survived 
by his wife Eileen, his two 
sons, and three grand-chil-
dren.

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
A new coach for Brook-

lyn’s Boys of Summer is 
stepping up to the plate!

The Cyclones drafted 
Tom Gamboa to manage 
the team for the 2014 season 
— replacing three-season 
professor  Rich Donnelly, 
who abandoned Brooklyn 
to coach a Triple-A team in 
Washington State . 

The 66-year-old Gam-
boa is a veteran manager, 
having served as skipper 
for a Class-A affi liate of the 
Anaheim Angels for part 
of the 2011 season, and led 
the Triple-A Albuquerque 
Isotopes and the Double-
A Arkansas Travelers to 
division titles in 2000 and 
2005 respectively. 

But Gambo is best 
known as the victim of a 
bizarre incident in 2002, 
while  serving as fi rst base 
coach for the Kansas City 
Royals, in which a father-

son duo ran onto the fi eld 
and attacked him  during a 
game against the Chicago 
White Sox, giving Gamboa 
permanent hearing loss 
ever since.

Gamboa has also moon-
lighted as a movie star, 

having played “Scout Mar-
tinez” in the Oscar-nom-
inated 2011 baseball fl ick 
“Moneyball.”

The Clones hired an-
other Tom as the new pitch-
ing coach — Tom Signore, 
a longtime pitching coach 
for minor league affi liates 
of the Toronto Blue Jays. 
The Mini-Mets have also 
brought back Benny Diste-
fano as hitting coach. Dis-
tefano oversaw the Pride of 
Coney Island’s batting prac-
tice during the 2010 season, 
when the team clinched a 
playoff berth but came up 
short in the championship 
series against the Tri-City 
Valley Cats.

The team’s top brass 
praised the new hires.

“We look forward to 
welcoming the new coach-
ing staff to Brooklyn for 
the 2014 season,” said Cy-
clones vice president Steve 
Cohen.

Outspoken advocate Ed Eisenberg dies at age 79

SERVING TO THE END: Com-
munity activist and Korean War 
veteran Ed Eisenberg never 
missed the Memorial Day Pa-
rade. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Cyclones hire new skipper

Manhattan Beach
booster remembered

A Good Plumber Inc.
Phone: 718-648-6838 718-646-4659

NYC Licensed Master Plumber #1948

When You Need A Good Plumber…Call Us!

718-648-6838

A Good Plumber Inc., with over 20 years of experience 
in the plumbing and heating industry has built our reputation 

on recommendations.    
     That reputation has grown due to our reliable, honest 

and affordable service. Honesty means never recommending 
work that is unnecessary and giving you an accurate price 

before we do the work…no hidden fees.
At A Good Plumber Inc., we believe customer service 

is about exceeding 
the customer’s expectations before, during, 

and after the job!

Our Professionally Trained, Clean and 
Courteous Staff Can Handle:

Why Choose
“A Good Plumber”?

$25 Off 
Any

Plumbing Job 
With This Ad

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer.

READY FOR HIS CLOSE-UP: 
The Brooklyn Cyclones tapped 
Tom Gamboa, who appeared 
in the movie “Moneyball,” to 
manage the team for the 2014 
season. Brooklyn Cyclones
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PCRICHARD.COM
OR VISIT

66  SHOWROOMS SERVING NY, NJ, CT, PA

L O C AT E
OUR 66
 SHOWROOMS

 LAST2DAYS!

Select Laundry Pairs & 4 Pc. Appliance Packages**  
                                     VALID 3/2/14 - 3/8/14

SPECIAL 
FINANCING1UP

TO

†Discounts deducted from P.C. Richard & Son New Low Price offers, cannot be combined with any other P.C. Richard & Son promotion. Percent discounts, shall not apply to and exclude: Computers, Monitors, Printers, Tablets, eReaders, Prepaid Cards, Video Game Consoles, Apple, Designer Appliances, select Polk, 
Weber Grills, Bose, Samsung TV’s, Sony TV’s, prior sales, dealers, clearances, special sale items, P.C. Richard & Son Gift Cards, or competitive ads. We reserve the right to limit quantities. ††If within 30 days of your purchase from P.C. Richard & Son you should see a lower advertised price from any “Brick and Mortar” or “Authorized 
Online” retailer, we will gladly mail you a check for 100% of the difference. Only retailers that are designated by the manufacturer as authorized shall be considered to qualify within this policy. Our Low Price Guarantee applies to all brand new merchandise with the exact model number. Excludes: going out of business sales, 
one-of-a-kinds, limited quantities, discontinued items, installations, delivery, rebates, extended service, financing, free giveaways and bundle offers (See Store For Details). Effective 10/12. Intel, Intel logo, Intel Inside, Intel Inside logo, Intel Centrino, Intel Centrino logo, Celeron, Intel Xeon, Intel SpeedStep, Itanium, and Pentium 
are trademarks or registered trademarks of Intel Corporation or its subsidiaries in the United States and other countries. Not responsible for photographic or typographical errors. © 2014 P.C. RICHARD & SON

20 N.Y.C. LOCATIONS LICENSED BY N.Y.C. DEPT. OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS • UNION SQUARE-Lic#934189/934185 • UPPER EAST SIDE-Lic#1022314/1022315 • BAY PLAZA-Lic#1007888/1007892 • FORDHAM RD-Lic#1127414/1127412 • ATLANTIC AVE-Lic#987568/987569 • CHELSEA-Lic#1180079/1179908 
• UPPER WEST SIDE-Lic#1180082/1179904 • BAY RIDGE-Lic#900095/900094 • BENSONHURST-Lic#899797/899889 • FLATBUSH AVE-Lic#899795/899881 • KINGS HWY-Lic#899791/899884 • RALPH AVE-Lic#900096/899888 • ASTORIA L.I. CITY-Lic#899793/899882 • BAYSIDE-Lic#899792/899883 
• FOREST HILLS-Lic#899790/899885 • OZONE PARK-Lic#899796/899886 • REGO PARK-Lic#899789/899880 • WOODSIDE-Lic#1127420/1127419 • COLLEGE POINT-Lic#1314731/11317281 • STATEN ISLAND-Lic#1253639/1253311

INSTALLATION
REBATE
ON SELECT 

REFRIGERATORS
OFFER EXPIRES 3/8/14.  
AFTER MAIL-IN-REBATE.

UP
TO
$200

POWER PAIR
INSTALLATION

REBATE
OFFER EXPIRES 3/8/14.  
AFTER MAIL-IN-REBATE.

4 PC. PACKAGE
INSTALLATION

REBATE
OFFER EXPIRES 3/8/14.  
AFTER MAIL-IN-REBATE.

$125 $180

INSTALLATION
REBATE
ON SELECT 

LAUNDRY PAIRS
OFFER EXPIRES 3/8/14.  
AFTER MAIL-IN-REBATE.

UP
TO
$200

$399 & UP

$549 & UP

FREE*

INSTALLATION
ON DISHWASHERS
* TO EXISTING HOOK UP. OFFER EXPIRES 3/8/14.  

AFTER MAIL-IN-REBATE. 
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.

1. ALL SPECIAL FINANCING OFFERS:  SUBJECT TO CREDIT APPROVAL. MINIMUM MONTHLY PAYMENTS REQUIRED.  SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.  6 MONTHS SPECIAL FINANCING ON ALL OTHER PURCHASES MADE WITH YOUR 
    P.C. RICHARD & SON CREDIT CARD THROUGH 12/31/14.
1. 2 YEARS SPECIAL FINANCING ON PURCHASES OF ALL JENN-AIR APPLIANCES, FRIGIDAIRE, WHIRLPOOL HE AND MAYTAG HE LAUNDRY PAIRS AND PEDESTALS AND WHIRLPOOL, FRIGIDAIRE AND KITCHENAID 4 PIECE PACKAGES. 
**4 PIECE APPLIANCE PACKAGE PURCHASES MUST INCLUDE: A REFRIGERATOR, DISHWASHER, RANGE OR WALL OVEN AND COOKTOP, AND EITHER A RANGE HOOD OR AN OVER-THE- RANGE MICROWAVE. ALL 4 PRODUCTS MUST 
BE OF THE SAME BRAND.

MON-FRI 10AM-9:30 PM • SAT 9AM-9 PM • SUN 10AM-7 PM
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“My Apple Bank has FREE Business Checking —
PLUS Special Offers of Up to $120 Value!”

www.applebank.com � 914-902-2775

Established 1863 · Member FDIC

SupremeValue Checking®

NO minimum balance requirements

NO monthly maintenance fees

  JUST $100 to open your account

UNLIMITED transactions

NO per check charge

FREE Visa® Business Debit Card*

FREE Online Banking and Mobile Banking**

PLUS. . .

$20 Cash Back
for unused checks and debit card from your 
business checking account at another bank.

$100 Value***
Free IntroPak of 150 Business Checks
(includes deposit tickets, stamp and cover)

*Application required.   **Data fees from your mobile carrier may apply.  ***Sales tax and delivery charge apply.  Offers for new accounts and new money only.  Offers may be 
discontinued at any time without prior notice.  �Gifts available while supplies last.

Receive a free gift� with your new account.  Visit one of our 76 branches today!

BY MAX JAEGER
It was a day at the races.
About 300 people gath-

ered at Kings Plaza Mall 
on March 1 to watch Boy 
Scouts from all over Brook-
lyn compete for pinewood 
derby supremacy. For the 
event, Scouts build a race-
car from a block of wood 
and pit the cars against one 
another in a down-hill race.

“It’s a beautiful day,” 
said parent Ashely Faicco. 

“You get the kids running 
around having a blast.”

Her son Joseph has been 
participating for three 
years as part of Troop 20 
from New Utrecht Reformed 
Church — it was the fi rst 
year that he won, she said.

Joseph took fi rst place 
in his division, and judges 
named his racer the fast-
est car in the competition. 
It crossed the fi nish line in 
2.4820 seconds, said his fa-

ther, Robert Faicco.
Building a racer can 

take months of research, 
prep, and fabrication, he 
said.

“It’s a long, tedious pro-
cess, and we love it,” he 
said.

The competition pitted 
top racers from Boy Scout 
troops around the borough 
and served as a qualifying 
round for a citywide race 
at Yankee Stadium in June, 

said Boy Scouts of America 
Breukelen district activi-
ties chairwoman Melodie 
DePaola.

The event also raised 
money to support three Boy 
Scout camps in the metro-
politan area, she said.

Robert Faicco said he 
and Joseph will not tweak 
their design before June’s 
citywide race.

“Why would we mess 
with perfection?” he said.

ALL DOWNHILL FROM HERE: (Above) Pinewood cars race out of 
the gate. (Center) William Hart of Troop 23 sets his car up for the 
Boy Scouts Pinewood Derby, held at Kings Plaza on March 1. (Right) 
Scouts watch as their cars cross the fi nish line. 
 Photos by Steve Solomonson

Scouts race to the finish in derby
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Brooklyn Spine 
Center, the facility that 
provides the latest and 
most innovative treat-
ment for back pain, has 
expanded to a brand-
new location.

The 4,000-square 
foot, ultra-modern cen-
ter is not only gorgeous 
— it also contains the 
newest technology. It 
is four times the size of 
the former facility.

Dr. Melinda Keller, 
the center’s director, 
says the state-of-the-
art services offered 
are designed to sup-
port people for a “100-
year lifestyle” — keep-
ing them healthy, well, 
and flexible for a life-
time.

Dr. Keller has been 
a practicing chiro-
practor for more than 
30 years. She is proud 
to now offer physical 
therapy services with 
physical therapist 
MaryAnne Coughlin. 

“She is a compas-
sionate, caring, and 
kind physical thera-
pist, with 30 years of 
experience,” says Dr. 
Keller.

The center also in-
cludes Dr. Marilyn Ap-
plebaum, another chi-
ropractor with more 
than 30 years of experi-
ence in the profession. 
All share the same 
vision — to provide 
non-invasive care that 
keeps the musculoskel-
etal system healthy. 

If you feel pain in 
the neck, arm, back, or 
leg, it may be due to a 
bulging or herniated 
disc. 

“Sometimes, pa-
tients have no idea 
what started their con-
ditions, as they cannot 
tie any specific event 
to the onset,” says Dr. 
Keller. Nevertheless, 
these conditions exist, 
causing pain, limiting 
movement, and hin-
dering lifestyles.

The Brooklyn Spine 
Center can help. It of-
fers non-surgical spinal 
decompression. This 
cutting-edge technol-
ogy is “the latest med-
ical breakthrough” 
that alleviates neck 
and back pain caused 
by herniated discs and 
degenerated discs, as 
well as sciatica, says 
Dr. Keller. 

The treatment, com-
bined with Dr. Keller’s 
expertise and compas-
sion, offers top-notch 
care, which gets re-
sults.  

In the past, patients 
suffering from disc 
problems were given 
pain medications, and 
instructed to refrain 
from physical activi-
ties, the doctor says. 
When treatment failed, 
many were then told 
to have back surgery. 
Such surgery can be 
risky. 

“Know your op-
tions,” says the doctor. 
“If you have been told 
this, come in for an ex-
amination so we can 
discuss possible alter-
natives.”

Technology at the 
center includes the 
DRX 9000, state-of-the-
art treatment that re-
lieves nerve compres-
sion. Brooklyn Spine 

Center has six of these 
machines. Four are 
used to relieve back 
pain; two to treat neck 
pain. 

“They significantly 
reduce pain, enabling 
the majority of patients 
to return to more ac-
tive lifestyles,” says 
the doctor.

“Decompression is 
achieved by using a 
specific combination 
of spinal positioning, 

and varying the degree 
and intensity of force,” 
she says. “The key to 
producing this decom-
pression is the gentle 
pull that is created.”  

In fact, “Many pa-
tients have found suc-
cess with the DRX 9000 
after a failed back sur-
gery,” Dr. Keller says. 
“Our mission is to re-
lieve the pain and suf-
fering of people in our 
community. We help 

people live happier, 
healthier lives, without 
drugs and surgery.”  

The highly-trained 
staff speaks English, 
Russian, and Polish. 
There are both male 
and female doctors 
at the facility, should 
patients have a pref-
erence. And the cen-
ter treats people of all 
ages. 

“We provide pediat-
ric care and geriatric 

care,” says Dr. Keller. 
Sports injuries are 
also treated. 

Brooklyn Spine 
Center [5911 16th Av-
enue between 59th 
and 60th streets in 
Borough Park, (718) 
234–6206; www.
BrooklynSpineCen-
ter.com]. Open Mon-
days through Fri-
days, 9 am–7 pm, by 
appointment.

B R O O K LY N  B U S I N E S S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Brooklyn Spine Center keeps you healthy and free of back pain
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68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Island guile
A scammer bilked an 86th Street 

woman out of $2,490 on Feb. 27 by convinc-
ing her to send money to Puerto Rico and 
Rhode Island, police say.

The victim told cops she got the fraud-
ster’s call at her home between Ridge Bou-
levard and Colonial Road at 10 am, telling 
her that her son had been kidnapped. The 
con artist told her that the only way to save 
her child was to immediately wire money 
to the Ocean State and the Isle of Enchant-
ment. The woman did as the chiseler said 
— only to fi nd out shortly afterward that 
her son had never been kidnapped.

Against the wall
Cops say they collared a crook mo-

ments after a mugging on 84th Street on 
Feb. 28.

The victim said he was walking be-
tween 12th and 13th avenues at 9:30 pm 
when the man in custody grabbed him by 
the neck from behind and threw him up 
against a nearby building. 

The victim said that the suspect 
then yanked $1,650 from his pocket and 
scrammed. Cops said they got the call 
about the crime just moments later, and 
rolled up in time to catch the defendant a 
few blocks away.

Fast and furious
The 68th Precinct says it nabbed a car 

thief from East New York on 92nd Street 
on March 2.

Authorities reported that they had 
tracked the stolen vehicle from the con-
fi nes of the 75th Precinct using its global 
positioning system. The Bay Ridge patrol 
said they stopped and cuffed the suspect 
inside the purloined ride near Seventh Av-
enue at 2:30 pm.

Tagged
Police say they caught a pair of vandals 

red-handed on 86th Street on Feb. 27.
A pair of cops on patrol said they spot-

ted the two “street artists” near 13th Av-
enue spraying the tags “CHICO” and 
“TEN” onto a wall at 11:30 pm, and imme-
diately slapped cuffs on the pair.

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Stick and run
A pair of punks tried to rob an 86th 

Street storeowner on Feb. 26 — but chick-
ened out when the victim cried for help, 
police report.

The victim said he was cleaning his 
business’s storefront between 20th Ave-
nue and Bay 26th Street at 11:30 am when 
the two goons came up and pulled a gun. 

The dastardly duo tried to force him 
back into the store, but the proprietor be-
gan to shout for the police — making the 
would-be thieves so nervous they took off.

Keeping tabs
A lowlife broke into a cable lineman’s 

vehicle on W. Fourth Street on March 1 
and stole his work computer tablet, ac-
cording to cops.

The victim reported that he parked his 

company van between Avenue O and Ave-
nue P at 9:40 am and got out to work. When 
he came back to the vehicle, he found the 
passenger-side window in pieces and the 
handheld electronic device gone.

Social insecurity
A burglar swiped a stash of cash and a 

pair of Social Security cards from a Bay 
41st Street bedroom on Feb. 27, authorities 
say.

The victim told cops she returned to 
her home between Benson and Bath av-
enues at 2 pm to discover a rear window 
open and her bedroom looted — with 
$9,000 in cash and the two government 
identifi cations gone.

Sleep light
A villain raided a Bay 11th Street home 

overnight on Feb. 28, cops state.
The victim said she came back to her 

abode between Cropsey and Independence 
avenues at 7 am and found her bedroom 
plundered — reporting $3,900 in cash and 
numerous pieces of jewelry stolen.

Screening process
A fi end sliced out the window screen of 

a 16th Avenue house and pillaged the in-
side overnight on Feb. 25, police say.

The victim said he went back to his 
home at the corner of 72nd Street at 7 am 
and found the window screen cut open, 
the portal ajar, and his iPad, jewelry, and 
checkbook all gone. — Will Bredderman
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN

Charters have won the day in 
Southern Brooklyn.

The DeBlasio administration 
decided to allow a pair of contro-
versial new charter schools to 
move into the buildings of two 
Southern Brooklyn junior high 
schools — while simultaneously 
scrapping a plan to “co-locate” a 
new public school inside the build-
ing of a beleaguered Gravesend 
high school.

After a citywide review of 
so-called “co-location” plans ap-
proved in the waning days of the 
Bloomberg administration, the 
Department of Education an-
nounced on Feb. 27 that Joseph 
Cavallaro middle school in Bath 
Beach and Seth Low Intermediate 
in Gravesend will have to open 
their doors to grammar schools 
run by Coney Island Prep and 
Success Academy, respectively. 
At the same time, the city decided 
that John Dewey High School on 
Avenue X will not have to share 
space with a traditional district 
school. 

All three building-sharing 

plans, along with dozens of oth-
ers across the city, were passed 
in the last months of 2013,  in the 
face of widespread public opposi-
tion . Soon after taking offi ce, the 
new mayor promised to carefully 
review all of the proposals pushed 
through during Bloomberg’s fi -
nal months, and the Department 
of Education said it took the best 
interests of students and parents 
into account when making its de-
cision.

“As enrollment deadlines ap-
proach, we considered the thou-
sands of families that could be 
affected,” said new schools chan-
cellor Carmen Farina. “We were 
deliberate in our decisions and, 
under the circumstances we in-
herited, believe this is the best ap-
proach.”

School leaders applauded the 
decision to stop a new school from 
moving in with Dewey —  long tar-
geted for closure  — but lamented 
the loss of vital space at the pair of 
middle schools. 

Offi cials at Cavallaro and Seth 
Low argued that the existing 
schools are already near-capacity 

and need the room both to accom-
modate new junior high kids, and 
for special needs children who 
require a separate space during 
state exams. 

They also questioned the wis-
dom of having Kindergarten 
through fi fth grade students shar-
ing a building with middle school-
ers. 

“Our community is growing, 
we need this space,” said Heather 
Fiorica, president of Community 
Education Council District 21, the 
offi cial oversight organization for 
Dewey, Seth Low, and Cavallaro. 
“They’re going to need junior high 
school seats. They’re giving my 
junior high school seats to elemen-
tary school students.”

But the charter schools are not 
smiling either, noting that Farina 
blocked three new charter schools 
in other parts of the city — a de-
cision that charter-school propo-
nents argued will hurt children.

“This isn’t a case where you can 
split the difference and declare vic-
tory,” said Success Academy spokes-
woman Kerri Lyon. “When even one 
child is denied a high quality public 

education, we are not fulfi lling our 
civic and moral promise to put them 
on the road to success.”

Coney Island Prep did not re-
spond to repeated requests for 
comment. 

Public-private school bells will ring at Cavallaro & Seth Low

NO KIDDING: Cavallaro seventh grader Jasmin Almonte raised her sign and her 
voice against the city’s plan to co-locate a charter school in the Bath Beach 
intermediate school last year.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

A chartered course!

  
KINGSBOROUGH COMMUNITY COLLEGE

CONTINUING
EDUCATION

Kingsborough Community College/CUNY
Office of Continuing Education
2001 Oriental Boulevard, Brooklyn, NY 11235
www.kingsborough.edu

K I N G S B O R O U G H  C O N T I N U I N G  E D U C A T I O N

ESL
CAREER ADVANCEMENT

ADULT FITNESS

ACCOUNTING

ARTS & CRAFTS

COMPUTERS

HEALTHCARE CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

COLLEGE FOR KIDS

TASC®
Whether you are seeking a job or a promotion, 

starting a new business or simply trying to stay 
ahead of the curve, Kingsborough’s Continuing 

Education program has the course for you.

M BUILDING, 2ND FLOOR

Please call 718-368-5052
for more information.

TUESDAY

at 6:30pm

Now recruiting students for the 2014-15 Academic Year 

HEBREW LANGUAGE ACADEMY 
CHARTER SCHOOL

a Public Elementary School in Community District 22 located at

ALL ARE WELCOME! APPLY FOR YOUR CHILD NOW!
Open Houses Scheduled every Tuesday!

75 seats available for Kindergarten 
Limited seats available for grades 1-5

HLA is a dual language public school which offers 
an academically rigorous K-5 curriculum:

IMPORTANT DATES!!

 
   APPLY TODAY!!

Enriched Math for High Performing 
Students
STEM Activities – Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math 

Community Service

Extended School Day and School Year
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Attention Brooklynites!
Stay informed with THE source 
for news in your neighborhoods:

 
Courier Life Publications — the most powerful name in news from 
Canarsie to Greenpoint — keeps you up to date with BrooklynDaily.com, 
featuring fresh news, arts, and features from all the neighborhoods that 
matter to you.

Click on BrooklynDaily.com every day for coverage of Brooklyn that is 
faster, better and deeper than any other online publication. Every day, 
you’ll get all the top-notch coverage you’ve come to expect from the 
Bay News & Bay Ridge Courier, Brooklyn Graphic, Mill-Marine Courier, and 
Brooklyn Courier — and more!

BrooklynDaily.com — ALL BROOKLYN. ALL DAY.

UPDATED DAILY

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Talk about low-level cor-

ruption!
Three alleged grifters, 

who police say claimed to 
be members of Bay Ridge’s 
Community Board 10, were 
collared by cops last week 
for allegedly collecting do-
nations for the panel — and 
witnesses suggest they may 
have been pulling a bor-
ough-wide hustle.

Police picked up two men 
and a woman last Friday 
whom they allege bilked 
the owners of a new eatery 
at the corner of 71st Street 
and Third Avenue out of $20 
on Feb. 27 by claiming to be 
fund-raising on behalf of 
Community Board 10. 

Authorities reported 
that the threesome went 
into recently opened Turk-
ish restaurant Pashazade 
at around 3 pm that day and 
told the owner that they 
were collecting money on 
behalf of CB10 for the fam-
ily of a local boy killed in 
a hit-and-run incident. The 

owner gave a Jackson to 
what she believed was a 
good cause.

The accused con artists 
then allegedly went across 
Third Avenue and tried to 
solicit from another restau-
rant owner, who found the 
troika’s tale suspicious — 
and said he discovered that 
the scam may span much of 
Brooklyn. 

“This sounded fi shy to 
me from the beginning, 
because I knew the com-
munity board wouldn’t do 
something like that,” said 
Anthony Loupos, owner of 
Glow Thai. “They were so 
full of s--- from the moment 
they walked in, it was hi-
larious.”

Loupos said that when 
he asked to see some kind of 
identifi cation proving that 
they were affi liated with the 
board, the three just showed 
him a bag full of cash and 
checks — and a Gmail ac-
count called “Friends of 
the Community Board.” As 
they scrolled through the 

account’s sent mail, Loupos 
said he noticed “Thank you” 
messages sent to restaurants 
in dozens of different neigh-
borhoods, purporting to be 
from several different com-
munity boards. The restau-
rateur said he knew for sure 
then that he was in the com-
pany of crooks — and pretty 
bad ones at that. 

“They weren’t the sharp-
est criminals,” Loupos said. 
“It was laughable. To show 
me the e-mail address as 
proof of who they were was 
just ridiculous.”

Loupos said the three 
high-tailed it when he made 
it clear he was not going to 
donate. He said he phoned 
CB10 to be sure they were not 
sending around solicitors, 
and then called the police. 
Then he phoned Pashazade, 
and learned that not only 
had the owner given the trio 
money, but that one of the al-
leged chiselers had told her 
that they could expedite her 
liquor license for a mere $650 
— and left a phone number.

Loupos said that the Pa-
shazade proprietor — who 
declined to comment for 
this story — made arrange-
ments to meet again with 
one of the accused fraud-
sters at her restaurant Fri-
day night. The suspected 
swindler showed up for a 7 
pm appointment with the 
eatery owner — and several 
plainclothes cops.

The Pashazade owner 
and the alleged scammer 
met at the restaurant and 
talked about getting the 
Turkish joint a booze per-
mit, while police offi cers in 
street garb sat at neighbor-
ing tables and stood nearby 
outside. The other two in 
custody allegedly made the 
mistake of accompanying 
their accomplice back to 
Bay Ridge, and according 
to Loupos were pacing the 
street close at hand. This 
enabled the cops to nab 
them all at once when they 
attempted to leave.

Police said that the tri-
umvirate in custody are 

Cops nab three alleged scammers

GLOWING WORK: Glow Thai owner Anthony Loupos helped bust a 
ring of serial scammers last week. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Trio posed as CB10 fund-raisers in Brooklyn-spanning fraud, witness says

currently only charged in 
the $20 fraud at the Turkish 
joint, with one count of petty 
larceny and criminal imper-
sonation each. 

They would not confi rm 
Loupos’s account. 

Community boards are 
the lowest rung of city gov-
ernment, staffed by volun-
teers who advise city agen-
cies an offi cials on issues 
and policies affecting their 
area.
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URGENT CARE & WALK IN CLINIC

Board Certifi ed Emergency Medicine Doctors Same as Kings County & Brookdale Hospital ER!

“Why Wait for 5 hrs in an E.R when you can be seen by Quick Docs in 15 min. Guaranteed”

255 East 98th

www.urgentcareinbrooklyn.com

 

VISIT US TODAY!!

 Internal Medicine

 Pediatrics
 

Chiropractics

 M
 O
Onsite Blood Draws All Major Credit 

Cards AcceptedI P

I A C
S F

Chiropractic and acupuncture treatments are offered by independent practitioners. By coming to the facility you 
are not obligated to see other practitioners on premises. While you may be referred for studies and/or consulta-
tions by other specialists you are free to follow up with the consultants or diagnostic facilities of your choice.

Dr. Oleg Karpenko, DPM
Board Qualified in Foot Surgery
FAMILY FOOT CENTER / ADULT & PEDIATRIC CARE

SPECIALIZING IN:
 Foot Surgery   Wound Care
 Orthotics   Braces
 Diabetic & Orthopedic Shoes

We Treat All Types of Foot & Ankle Conditions:

2380 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11214 

We are here for all of your pets’ health care needs! 
CALL OR STOP BY TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT

    Mill Basin Veterinary Clinic

Amy Lipnicki, DVM
Peter Montella, DVM

6315 Avenue N, Brooklyn
718-763-3777

millbasinvetclinic@gmail.com
millbasinvetclinic.com

Alert! Gun threat at two schools
BY MAX JAEGER

Someone fi red off their 
mouth, but little else.

It was business as usual 
for students at three South-
ern Brooklyn high schools 
on Feb. 28, even after 
threats of a school shooting 
surfaced on social media.

“School was chill. Noth-
ing happened,” said Hamza 
Murtza, a student at James 
Madison High School.

The schools called stu-
dents’ parents on Feb. 27 
warning there had been 
threats of a shooting at 
James Madison, Edward R. 
Murrow, and Midwood high 
schools.

Police said an individ-
ual posted a status update 
on Facebook referencing 
school shootings and the 
three high schools. The 
post passed through sev-
eral channels before a con-
cerned parent called 911.

Police investigated and 
determined the threat was 
not a serious one and the 
threat may have been a re-
post of an older message, 
a department spokesman 
said. But the NYPD in-
creased its presence in and 

around the schools as a pre-
caution, he said.

Most students didn’t 
take the threat too seri-
ously, they said.

“I think it was kind of 
over-hyped,” said Madison’s 
Jay Melvin. “I wasn’t wor-
ried about coming to school 
or anything.”

“Many people felt indif-
ferent,” said Murrow’s Al-
bert Wu. “People thought it 
was fake — they didn’t pay 
any attention.”

Some parents, however, 
paid the threats more heed, 

and students said there 
were more empty chairs 
than usual that day.

“One third of my class 
wasn’t in school,” said Lisa 
Dong, a student at Murrow.

Police will maintain a 
stronger presence around 
the schools for the next few 
days, a spokesperson said. 
The Department of Educa-
tion issued a statement say-
ing it is working with police 
to investigate the reported 
threats. It declined to com-
ment on protocol for han-
dling such threats.

SAVED BY THE SIREN: Police patrol outside James Madison High 
School after messages threatening the school surfaced on social 
media. Community Newspaper Group / Max Jaeger
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Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014

FURNITURE FOR EVERY ROOM
GOOD CREDIT OR BAD CREDIT – NO PROBLEM

ASK ABOUT OUR 
FREE DELIVERY

WE OPEN 
7 DAYS  9AM 7 PM

3M FURNITURE INC

7917 FLATLANDS AVE BROOKLYN NY 11236 
(BET 79TH AND 80TH  STREETS)

718 241 1122

5 PIECES

$1699
CHEST ALSO AVAILABLE

$1899
MANY COLORS AVAILABLE

LAY-AWAY
PLAN

PERSONAL
CHECKS

ACCEPTED

residents poured in, and 
the story was one of the 
most-read items on Brook-
lynDaily.com the week it 
was published.

The Department of 
Transportation inspected 
the site on Feb. 26 and cor-
rected the issue, a depart-
ment spokesperson said.

“I’m very happy that 
the Mill-Marine Courier 
cured the problem,” Cor-
tese said.

Continued from cover

Sign

A MOVING PLEA: (Above) Marine Park residents said this mis-
placed stop sign at the corner of Avenue V and E. 38th Street was 
causing drivers confusion about whether they needed to stop at 
the intersection twice to avoid a ticket. (Below) The city moved 
the poorly placed sign after the complaints and an article by this 
newspaper. Photos by Steve Solomonson

on Feb. 24 to determine the 
contentious building’s fu-
ture.

The department found 
that contractors built the 
supporting wall on a foun-
dation initially intended 
to support a porch — not a 
two-story home, said Walter 
Maffei, a Brooklyn archi-
tect who advised neighbors 
fi ghting the building.

Center actually dug up 
part of her house to expose 
the slab for inspection.

“We really had to ‘get 
to the bottom of this,’ ” she 
said.

Locals have been asking 
the city to halt construc-
tion since it issued permits 
to the builder eight years 
ago, and many had given up 
hope.

“I cannot believe that it 
has been eight years,” said 
Community Board 15 chair-
woman Theresa Scavo. “Af-
ter the fi rst two or three 
years, you start to think the 
city is not going to step up 
and do anything.”

Scavo said the building 
plan conformed to zoning 
requirements when con-
struction began nearly a 
decade ago, but a 2006 re-
zoning would have halted 
work had builders not got-
ten special permission 
from the city in the form 
of a vesting right. Scavo 
said the community board 
unanimously opposed the 
vesting, but the city okayed 
it anyway. Neighbors then 
sued to stop construction 
on the grounds the building 
was unsafe and the permit 
application contained sev-
eral major errors. 

As a result of the suit, 
the Board of Standards and 
Appeals, which oversees the 
buildings department, took 
another look at the building 
permit, but deemed it valid.

Maffei said the permit 
was ill-gotten in the fi rst 
place, because Wygoda ap-
plied for an alteration per-
mit thoughh he was build-
ing a new structure.

“It’s a gaming of the sys-
tem which produced this 
awful monstrosity,” Maffei 
said. “The application was 
pure fantasy and total dis-
regard for any policies and 
procedures required by the 
DOB.”

In June of last year, a 
state supreme court judge 
ordered the board to review 
the permit again, but it 

ruled the permit valid a sec-
ond time, despite admitting 
it issued the wrong permit 
due to an administrative er-
ror. Residents pressed on.

“We were so convinced 
of the rightness of our case, 
and we couldn’t step down 
from that,” Center said.

Under pressure from 
residents and Assembly-
man Steven Cymbrowitz 
(D–Sheepshead Bay), the 
department issued a stop-
work order in mid-Febru-
ary and scheduled the Feb. 
24 meeting to consider re-
voking the permits.

“We are so thrilled with 
what amazing work Assem-
blyman Cymbrowitz does 
for his constituents,” Cen-
ter said.

A department of build-
ings spokeswoman said the 
builder has denied access 
to the site and has not pro-
vided a structural peer re-
view as required by a city 
audit.

Property owner Joseph 
Durzieh has 60 days to sub-
mit new plans or tear down 
the home, according to a 
press release from Cym-

browitz’s offi ce.
“The city did the right 

thing,” Scavo said. “If you 
look over the wood con-
struction fence you can see 
that the building is collaps-
ing right there.”

Wygoda declined to com-
ment, and Durzieh did not 
return calls to his E. 14th 
Street medical practice.

Continued from cover

House

TEAR DOWN THIS HOUSE: 
After an eight-year battle, the 
city has fi nally ordered the 
owner of this bizarre building 
to tear it down. 
 Photo by Arthur De Gaeta
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FREE
PEDICURE

WITH ANY  

TREATMENT

  MADE IN THE USA

BEST PRICE IN BROOKLYN 

MAGIC SLEEK 
the next generation in hair  
straightening - Formaldehyde FREE

ONLY $125

LASIO KERATIN TROPIC 

Only $100

COCO’S BRAZILIAN KERATIN

Only $100

COPPOLA KERATIN TREATMENT

Only $100

INOVA PROFESSIONAL PURE KERATIN 

Only $100

ANTI FRIZZ TREATMENT BY YOKO 

a new generation - safe, gentle & natural 

Only $100

JAPANESE STRAIGHTENING BY YOKO

Only $175

* $25 Mandatory Gratuity * Specials Cannot Be Combined with any other offer. 

GREAT SERVICE - LOW COST - CALL NOW!

OFFERING ALL HAIR 
STRAIGHTENING SYSTEMS

ANY LENGTH HAIR
reduces frizz & curl 

blocks effects of humidity

makes hair smoother & shinier

cuts down on blow-dry time

BENSIMON
OPEN SUNDAY–FRIDAY
468 Avenue P, Brooklyn, NY 11223
718.998.3099
www.bensimonspa.com

ON OUR SPECIAL OFFERS



CO
UR

IE
R L

IF
E, 

M
AR

. 7
-13

, 2
01

4
16

B

G

M

Borrow $10,000
for as low as $300 per month

 Loan Rates Lower Than 
   Credit Card Rates
 Installment Loans Raise 

   Your Credit Score
 Apply Online, By Phone, 

   or Stop In

MAIN OFFICE:
BRUNCH:

Apply Online at www.brfcu.org
Payments based on 8.95% annual percentage rate with automatic loan payments. Rates are based on credit worthiness.

Other rates and terms available. Higher loan amounts available. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

LOANS MADE EASY...
      ... AND THAT’S THE TRUTH!

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!
On ALL Air Conditioners & Major Appliances

8705 5

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER

$1495
+ PARTS
+ TAX

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 04/30/14

REPAIR ANY VACUUM 
OR SEWING MACHINE

MR. VACUUM COUPON
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There is nothing more 
fundamentally im-
portant for this city 

than the safety of its people. 
As a 22-year veteran of the 
New York City Police De-
partment, I have been able 
to speak to the variety of 
public safety issues facing 
the fi ve boroughs, from po-
lice-community relations 
to the protocols protecting 
our key offi cials and insti-
tutions. As an elected repre-
sentative of Brooklyn, fi rst 
as a four-term state Senator 
and now as Borough Presi-
dent, I have broadened this 
dialogue to advocate on ad-
dressing the full range of 
dangers facing New York-
ers, including those on our 
highways and byways.

Traffic safety, for pedes-
trians, cyclists and motor-
ists alike, has finally be-
come a hot-button issue in 
our municipal discourse. 
Frankly, it has taken too 
long. Statistics show that, 
on average, a vehicle on 
our streets seriously in-
jures or kills a New Yorker 

every two hours. Close to 
4,000 of our neighbors are 
seriously injured and over 
250 more are killed each 
year in crashes. This cri-
sis has become the lead-
ing cause of injury-related 
death for youth under the 
age of 14, as well as the 
second-leading cause for 

our elder population.
In the last month alone, 

Brooklyn has mourned the 
senseless losses of Stanis-
lav Chernyshov, Min Lin, 
Gedalia Gruntzweig and, 
just this Saturday, Marisol 
Martinez. These tragic ac-
cidents are taking place in 
every neighborhood, from 
Brighton Beach to Bush-
wick, from Sunset Park to 
Starrett City. This crisis 
refl ects the undeniable fact 
that previous administra-
tions have not regarded 
these accidents with the 
weight they have deserved.

Thankfully, we have 
a team of elected offi -
cials across this city that, 
united with our passion-
ate advocates and commu-
nity leaders, is prioritiz-
ing this pressing issue. A 
couple weeks ago, Mayor 
Bill DeBlasio and his ad-
ministration unveiled his 
comprehensive blueprint 
to enact Vision Zero, a plan 
to prevent traffi c fatalities, 
improve pedestrian safety 
and protect our most vul-

nerable populations, par-
ticularly young children 
and seniors. For context 
on this approach, efforts 
similar to this in states 
like Minnesota, Utah and 
Washington have reduced 
traffi c fatalities by over 40 
percent. New York City’s 
set of common-sense ideas 
includes expanding neigh-
borhood slow zones, teach-
ing safety in classrooms 
and advertisements as well 
as increasing precinct-
level enforcement against 
speeding and other moving 
violations.

To build on this, I re-
cently convened an initial 
meeting of transportation 
stakeholders at Borough 
Hall, including City agen-
cies, elected offi cials and 
community members, in 
order to prioritize traffi c 
safety in Brooklyn. The 
group included representa-
tives from the Department 
of Transportation (DOT), 
the NYPD, New York City 
Council Transportation 
Chair Ydanis Rodriguez, 

Transportation Alterna-
tives, Park Slope Neigh-
bors and Neighbors Allied 
for Good Growth (NAGG). 
The ideas and action items 
we shared will be part of 
our borough’s plan to en-
suring Vision Zero is a suc-
cess, and I look forward to 
engaging the activists and 
experts in every commu-
nity to further this essen-
tial dialogue.

Traffi c safety is at the 
top end of our food chain 
here at Borough Hall, and 
we are hungry for solu-
tions. Some will be on the 
local level, such as the con-
stant education for pedes-
trians, bicyclists and mo-
torists on how to change 
poor behaviors and be safe 
on our roads. We will also 
look forward to working 
with the DOT, community 
boards and local leaders 
on their borough planning 
to address dangerous lo-
cations as well as how we 
can redesign our intersec-
tions and corridors. Other 
necessary fi xes require the 

support of our legislators 
in Albany. For example, it 
was Brooklyn that started 
the conversation about 
dropping the speed limit to 
20 miles per hour, an action 
that would signifi cantly re-
duce the likelihood of a fa-
tal crash. To enact that, as 
well as a broader authori-
zation of red light enforce-
ment cameras and stiffer 
penalties against danger-
ous driving, will take the 
votes of our state legisla-
ture and the signature of 
our governor.

Every New Yorker’s 
voice must be heard loud 
and clear in this struggle 
for safe streets. The lives 
of our families and friends 
cannot hang in the balance 
of the political trade winds 
or be trapped by the bu-
reaucratic red tape of the 
past. Traffi c safety reforms 
must be fast-tracked, both 
those we can start on here 
at home and those that we 
need Albany to approve. 
We need to slow down, and 
fast.

BOROUGH 
PRESIDENT

Eric Adams

We need to slow down, and fast

IS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns
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To the editor,
It is with great sadness that we mourn 

the passing of our dear friend, Edward 
Eisenberg.

Eddie, as he was affectionately known 
by all, was one of Manhattan Beach’s fin-
est advocates. He fought hard on many 
levels to keep his neighborhood as pris-
tine and safe as possible.

He served many other communities as 
well within Community Board 15, which he 
was a member for more than 30 years. His 
love and admiration for Manhattan Beach 
and its surrounding neighborhoods should 
serve us all well to continue his efforts in 
the future. He will be truly missed!

Our sincerest condolences to his wife 
Eileen and the entire Eisenberg family. 
May they find strength at this difficult 
time, and we pray that they always have 
good health and joyous occasions for 
years to come. The Manhattan Beach 

 Neighborhood Association

To the editor,
Regarding children, teens, and the ilk, 

I whole-heartedly agree with Joanna Del-
Buono (“Jo’s got a few questions for kids,” 
Not for Nuthin’, Feb. 21).

Unfortunately I have been using a med-
ical scooter for the past 16 years. Adults as 
well as kids have snickered, laughed, and 
gaped with their mouths to the floor. I did 
notice in the past few years though the 
lack of respect children have for me. Just 
the other day, kids in a car were laughing 
hysterically at me. I turned around mim-
icking them, the back-seat kids stopped, 
yet the brat in the front kept laughing and 
telling me it’s not a motorcycle. 

Another time I was on the Q36 bus. 
Each stop is a beach stop, I didn’t know. 
These kids — college kids — came on and 
one of them was screaming as she talked. 
I turned around, that’s all she had to see. 
All the wet kids were leaning on me, she 
was screaming louder, swearing at me, and 
calling me names. The best was when one 
of her cronies uttered, “Sorry,” quietly, as 
they exited the bus. Sorry? If she was sorry, 
she would have told them to stop.

I have had other incidents — too many 

to list. Mayor DeBlasio wants to end stop-
and-frisk. Yay for them, but heaven help 
the rest of us.

Name withheld upon request

To the editor,
Joanna DelBuono, a great article on 

the kids of today (“Jo’s got a few questions 
for kids,” Not for Nuthin’, Feb. 21).  How-
ever, the answer might be due to drugs, 
and that is a crime against humanity. 

Again, I appeal to everyone of all ages, 
who harass me to stop aiming your hate 
at me. Enough is enough. Amy Kaye

 Sheepshead Bay  

To the editor,
I felt the need to try and set the record 

straight for residents of E. 38th Street, 
concerning my comments in your article 
on the stop sign at Avenue V and E. 38th 
Street in Marine Park (“Locals want halt 
on stop trap,” online Feb. 20).

My purpose was not to question the 
need for the sign, encourage motorists to 
ignore the sign, or for drivers to speed up 
your street. I was unaware you had such 
issues, admire your passion for civic re-
sponsibility, and hope these problems 
will be resolved soon. 

My sole point was that my daughter 
was issued a ticket for stopping at the sign. 
The traffic officer even acknowledged that 
point. I only questioned the police presence 
there because I found it odd they would be 
giving tickets at the only city intersection 
where the white stop line was painted eight 
feet after the stop sign. The Department of 
Transportation evidently agreed there was 
confusion and has since then repositioned 
the sign to be even with the line. 

I agree that we need to teach our kids 
to respect traffic rules. May I add, it is 
also important to teach our children not 
to remain silent in the face of injustice. 
 John Cortese

 Marine Park

To the editor,
I applaud the New York Rangers, Abe 

Stark Arena in Coney Island, and the 
Greater New York City Hockey League for 
having the vision to engage students in 
the skills of hockey (“NY Rangers coach 
local youth,” online Feb. 27).

As an educator and community edu-
cation advocate, I look at the big picture 
and see how we can connect education 
to an activity that a student is playing or 
watching. Optimal brain activation oc-

curs when subjects are in positive emo-
tional states or when the material holds 
personal meaning, connects to their in-
terests, is presented with elements of nov-
elty, or evokes wonder.

Let’s talk about a “classroom on the 
hockey rink.” We can tie-in different lev-
els of mathematics, science, social stud-
ies, technology, and literacy into this won-
derful sport. Also, we cannot forget about 
civility and proper etiquette on the ice.

Since spring and summer are around 
the corner, let’s make our first classroom 
education stop at the People’s Playground 
in Coney Island. Imagine learning about 
math and physics by riding the roller 
coaster, Ferris wheel, or even the carou-
sel in Coney Island.

I’m even thinking about the possibil-
ity of learning marine science and tech-
nology on the Coney Island Pier. Finally, 
our students can learn about the history 
of Coney Island. 

Education is so much fun when you 
have the resources and you know where 
to connect them. Let the pathway to Co-
ney Island education begin.
 Scott Krivitsky

The writer is a teacher at PS 188  
in Coney Island.

To the editor,
Assemblyman Dov Hikind (D–Bor-

ough Park-Midwood) will not be so ex-
cited about those security cameras when 
they will record and ruin the lives of at-
risk Jewish youth (“Midwood ready for its 
close-up outside places,” online Feb. 26).

Every “small” quality of life “crime” 
will be on video for the police — from 
drinking beer to smoking pot to name-tag-
ging some wall. There will be no turning 
the lives around by the Torah in Rikers.

I love the absurdly misguided and con-
voluted Kletzky-killing reasoning of “an 
extremely rare crime in a Jewish neigh-
borhood.”

The killer killed the kid because he 
got scared off by big mouths like Hikind 
leaking information. Even with that, the 
killer was caught shortly after. Is he say-
ing that 320 cameras can stop a split-sec-
ond murder inside a house, too?

Sylvia Sluzhman

 Midwood

To the editor,
On Dec. 14, 2012 I received a ticket for 

parking on the wrong side of the street. 
Knowing that since I live in a Community 

Board 15 area, and we were exempt from 
alternate-side parking, I didn’t read the 
entire ticket and sent it back with my not-
guilty plea stating that residents of CB15 
were exempt from alternate-side parking 
until the week of Dec. 17.  

A few weeks later I received the deci-
sion back, stating I was still guilty and had 
to pay for the ticket, plus a penalty. At that 
point I got on the phone and started mak-
ing calls, and to my amazement I discov-
ered that the ticket was also written for an 
incorrect address! I had parked my car on 
E. Second Street near Avenue X, but the ad-
dress listed was about two miles away from 
where I live and parked, in Ditmas Park.  

I drove down to the address only to 
discover that not only was there no house 
number with that address, but they did 
not have alternate side parking on that 
Friday — theirs was on Thursday, and 
Dec. 14 was a Friday. I immediately took 
pictures, including that of the sign which 
clearly states Thursday was their alter-
nate side no-parking and showing there 
was no house number as listed on the 
ticket, and mailed that in.  

To my surprise I got the verdict back 
stating that I was still guilty and had to 
pay the fine! I have been fighting this ever 
since, calling city officials for help. When 
I spoke to the Parking Violations Bureau 
again last month, they said I could take 
them to court and forwarded me to the Su-
preme Court, which sent me paperwork to 
fill out, plus advised me that I would have 
to pay court costs of over $250 just to get 
started on this.  

I’m a senior citizen on a limited bud-
get, and paying $250 to take the city to 
court is a real burden for me. I’m at my 
wits end. Rosalie Caliendo

 Gravesend

To the editor,
After the post-storm freeze, I drove 

around until I finally found a metered 
spot. I then had to climb over a mound of 
ice to get to the sidewalk. The muni-meter 
itself was surrounded by ice, necessitating 
another climb over a slippery slope to in-
sert my coins. Next, I return to my car by 
climbing over the ice to place the receipt 
in its proper spot, and then another climb 
over the ice to get back onto the sidewalk. 

When I called my councilman’s office, 
I was told that the Sanitation Department 
was never given instructions to clear the 
area around these meters.

Martin E. Boxer

 Sheepshead Bay

LET US HEAR FROM YOU

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
M’ Beach mourns passing of Eddie Eisenberg
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Past-his-prime movi-
emaker Spike Lee 
did the wrong thing, 

turning a Black History 
Month lecture at Pratt Insti-
tute into a soliloquy about 
rich, white folk allegedly 
ruining Fort Greene — the 
neighborhood he ditched 
after striking it rich.

The crabby auteur, whose recent 
film “Red Hook Summer’ did a pal-
try $338,803 at the box office, who is 
reported to have made a fortune in 
New York’s booming real estate mar-
ket, skewered upwardly mobile types 
in a profane and racist rant meant to 
defend minorities against the estab-
lishment — a riotous about-face, since 
Lee is the establishment.

He slammed gentrification as “b-----
--.” He speared newcomers: “You come, 
and now s---- gotta change because 
you’re here? Get the f--- out of here.”

He bashed whites for suppos-
edly sounding the alarm about his 
planned 2009 Michael Jackson trib-
ute party: “All of a sudden the white 
people in Fort Greene said, ‘Wait a 
minute, we can’t have black people 
having a party for Michael Jackson to 

celebrate his life — who’s coming to 
the neighborhood?’ ” 

He spiraled out of control on gar-
bage: “Have you seen Fort Greene 
Park in the morning? It looks like a 
m------------ Westminster Dog Show.”

Lee should have sermonized in-
stead about how he manages to keep 
a straight face as he moves up the eco-
nomic ladder while claiming to have 
the backs his old friends in the ’hood. 

His rise is a textbook example 
of gentrification. Lee bought a posh 
house on Washington Park for 
$650,000 and sold it for $1 million. 
He shelled out $16 million for a lav-
ish home on the Upper East Side and 
then put it up for sale for double that. 
And he left the community he prof-
ited from for greener pastures and 
never looked back, except to unleash 
cussed-filled diatribes on its behalf to 
restore his crumbling street cred. 

Spike Lee is an oppor-
tunist who is reportedly no 
great champion of the down-
trodden, supporting just six 
charities, compared to black 
actors Samuel L. Jackson 
and Don Cheadle who bol-
ster 18 and 19, respectively. 
He raised $1.4 million for 

his new movie through a website 
meant to finance the creative and in-
dependent projects of hard-up artists, 
instead of digging into his fat wal-
let. And he held himself up to a false 
higher standard when he raged, “Hol-
lywood knows nothing about black 
people,” while hosting a $36,000-a-
plate presidential fund-raiser at his 
home, hobnobbing with celebrities 
and President Obama — the most gen-
trified man on the planet.

Spike Lee is a rebel without a 
cause, and one who has a tough time 
keeping it real. He should have used 
his platform at Pratt to exalt the ac-
complishments of mighty African 
Americans, instead of shooting off 
his “m------------” mouth to make his 
“b-------” point.

https://twitter.com/#!/BritSha-
vana

Is Edward Snowden 
a patriotic whistle-
blower who is worthy 

of a Presidential pardon? 
Is Edward Snowden a spy 
who, for committing espio-
nage, should spend the rest 
of his life behind bars if he 
ever returns to the United 
States? 

On the one hand, the 
man clearly broke the law, 
while on the other hand, 
he informed this nation 
about the NSA’s very se-
cretive surveillance pro-
grams which one Federal 
Judge referred to as almost 
Orwellian. Which hand 
serves us best? Most of us 
can make a great case for 
both sides of this argu-
ment. The following is a 
quote on the issue that I 
have pinned to my bulletin 
board:

“When someone reveals 
that government officials 
have routinely and deliber-
ately broken the law, that 
person should not face life 
in prison at the hands of 
the same government.”

Do you think that a plea 
bargain might satisfy both 
sides? 

I really loved watch-
ing the short ice dancing 
performances in the Sochi 
Olympics. Everybody was 
wonderful and, in my hum-
ble opinion, I would give a 
special award to American 
music. We couldn’t help 
but notice that almost all 
of the competing couples 
performed to the music of 
Benny Goodman, Louis 
Armstrong, Sinatra, Ger-
shwin, and many scores of 
Broadway shows. On and 
on they danced to our mu-
sic. Give us the gold.

America learned that 
the “If you like your doc-
tor, you can keep your doc-
tor” line is just not true. 
According to Sen. Jeanne 
Shaheen of New Hamp-
shire, it actually is true. 
She told us that you can see 
your favorite physicians, 
but you’d have to be will-
ing to pay more. 

Pay more? Come on Sen-
ator. Weren’t there prom-
ises made that our health-
care costs will be reduced?

He is 8 years old and 
pretty bright. He wants to 
know why they are called 
“buffalo wings” when they 
look and taste like chicken. 
Besides, buffalos don’t 
have wings. Do they?

I know why they are 
called Buffalo wings. Do 
you?

Let me start by say-
ing that I am not a Chris 
Christie fan even though 
he continues to deny any 
wrongdoing in the Bridge-
gate scandal. He still in-
sists that he knew nothing 
about his aides’ scheme 
to screw up the traffic ap-
proach to the Washington 
Bridge. I believe him as 
much as I believe President 
Obama, who also insists he 
knew nothing about, well, 
you fill in the blanks. 

I am a firm believer that 
when people are on top, 
there are a lot of credible 
people around them who 
whisper loads of informa-
tion in their ears. It’s only 
my opinion; I think they 
are both liars — one proven 
and one yet to be proved.

A recent advertisement 
opened with “More excit-
ing than a curling match.” 
I am StanGershbein@

telling the 
world that nothing is more 
exciting than a curling 
match. Zzzzzzzzzzzzzz.

Stan on Snowden, 
music, and Christie

“C
ould this be my fam-
ily?” I asked. Me, 
hubby, and daughter 
slogged through the en-

tire broadcast from pre-award glam 
to the last painful acceptance speech. 
All together for the whole night with-
out one solid disagreement. Wow.

All snuggled with blankets, pop-
corn, and drinks in front of the brand-
new high-definition, Samsung Smart 
TV that the hubby surprised us with 
last week, we sat back and watched 
the spectacle that was this year’s Os-
car production.

Let’s get down to it.
Overall I give it a “B plus” — El-

len was a decent host. She gave a new 
twist with Twitter and selfies. The 
pizza was a nice touch, but she should 
have paid for it —  after all it was her 
gig. Ellen even made a great Good 
Witch. 

Were there any surprises? Not re-
ally. Other than all three of us in the 
same room at the same time, watching 
the same program, nothing rocked 
the boat.

But can we say, “What the heck 
happened to Kim Novak?” The once 
beautiful, sexy, aging starlet had a 
bad run in with Botox for sure. She 
looked like the Joker in Batman — 
not a pretty sight. And her smokey 
sexy voice of the past now sounded 
like Deep Throat ratting out Nixon to 
Woodward and Bernstein in a Wash-

ington men’s room.
Next on the weird meter was Liza 

Minelli. She got up grabbed Lupita 
Nyong’o like she was a life preserver 
and hung on for dear life. It’s nice to 
offer congratulations, but it looked 
like the surprised winner couldn’t get 
out of Liza’s grasp fast enough.

It is also time for aging rock stars 
to accept the fact that age hits us all. 
Bono needs to change those glasses. 
The orangy, pinky tint is tre passé, 
plus, the time has come for looser 
pants. It was okay 25 years ago, but 
now it’s just three-links of sausage in 

a two-link bag — know what I mean? 
A smattering of presenters who 

left out names, looked confused, or 
just missed the funny mark, along 
with the memoriam rounded out the 
show. 

I do think that the show would 
benefit by cutting two hours off. Start 
with the glam parade walking into 
the theater, continue to best actor and 
actress in supporting role, best actor 
and actress in lead role, best director, 
best movie, best sound track and call 
it a day. Three-plus hours is just too 
long.

I also think shorter acceptance 
speeches should be required. One 
blanket “Thank you to the universe” 
and get the heck off the stage.

Most were so long I wanted to mute 
them. Jared Leto’s was so pretentious 
and long-winded, I forgot why he was 
saying thanks. Do they really enjoy 
the sound of their own pompousness 
that they need to present a soliloquy 
as a thank you?

Not for Nuthin™, but the best part 
of this Oscar night was being together 
with the hubby and daughter and eat-
ing really good popcorn.

Postscript: I offer my condolences 
to the family of Ed Eisenberg. The 
community activist, past King Nep-
tune of the Mermaid Parade, and all-
around good guy passed away this 
week. His regular phone calls will be 
sorely missed.

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

Joanna DelBuono

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION
Stanley P. Gershbein

A BRITISHER’S
VIEW

Shavana Abruzzo

Jo gives her review of the Oscars

Shavana takes down Spike Lee
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I’m madder than Spike 
Lee at one of this sum-
mer’s block parties in 

Fort Greene over the fact 
that I’ve spent way too 
much time this winter wait-
ing in line for gas because 
I’m afraid my wheels will 
run out of fuel during the 
latest snow blizzard, and I’ll 
end up having to high-tail it 
to Florida atop my trusty 
steed Tornado instead of in 
the comfort of my Hyundai 
driven by my lead-footed 
(but lovely) wife Sharon!

Look, you all know the 
ol’Screecher stopped using 
subways the minute I got 
so heavy I couldn’t make it 
up the steps of the el on 86th 
Street, and my subsequent 
demands that the MTA put 
in elevators at every station 
(and I mean every one of 
them — even them ones on 
Staten Island that nobody 
even knows about) fell on 
deaf ears.

So it would be no sur-
prise to you that when I am 

not using Access-A-Ride or 
it’s too cold to ride Tornado, 
I spend a lot of time in that 
great American dream ma-
chine, my own personal mo-
tor vehicle that’s made in 
South Korea.

Now, I know exactly what 

you’re thinking: “Carmine, 
if you’re such an Ameri-
can, and, for lack of a better 
term, such a BIG American, 
why the heck are you driv-
ing around in a car that’s 
too small to fit your left arm 
inside it, and why do you 
force your lovely wife to get 
squashed by you when you 
cram your enormous self 
into the passenger seat that 
can barely support you?”

Well, the answer is sim-
ple. Economics.

But I digress.
Folks, what you really 

need to know is that spend-
ing all this time crammed 
into such a small space in-
evitably leads me to drop 
things in areas I can’t fit my 
fat paw into to pick them 
back up. Now, that’s not too 
much of a problem if it’s a 
pickle or a Marathon Bar 
(I’ve got grosses of cases of 
those at the Stop and Store 
on Shore Parkway that I 
bought once I heard they 
cancelled them in ’81), but 

it can become a big problem 
when I drop my darn keys 
down there.

Which is precisely what 
happened this past week 
while I was — you guessed it 
— waiting in line for gas so 
I don’t run out during this 
next coming snow blizzard!

I spent over an hour — 
broken down into three equal 
halves — trying to figure out 
a way to get them back. Dur-
ing the first half, I cursed my-
self and screamed. During 
the second, I MacGruber’ed 
it by building a makeshift 
tool out of a comb attached 
to a pencil, but that didn’t 
work. And in the third half, 
I took a mail flyer tightened 
by rubber bands curved at 
the end of it to try to scoop 
them up. 

None of this worked of 
course, which once again 
deflated my trust in the 
things I learn by watch-
ing the Zenith in the living 
room.

So when I noticed an 

EMT parked next to me, I 
frantically tried to get her 
attention, but to no avail, as 
she was eating a hamburger 
(which I perfectly under-
stand, as nothing keeps 
me more focused on myself 
than a double-meat bacon 
cheeseburger (which proba-
bly makes that triple meat)).

I waited until she fin-
ished her lunch and politely 
asked for her help, and she 
asked me what was wrong. 
I told her I dropped the 
keys, and then, using my 
cellphone as a flashlight to 
show her where I dropped 
it, I dropped the cellphone 
into the same crevasse. 

She got a bulldozer to 
move me out of the way and, 
in just four swoops, picked 
up my cellphone, a set of 
keys, another set of keys 
and third set of keys, and a 
few old Marathon Bars. For-
tunately the car keys were 
the first retrieved and the 
other sets of keys had keys 
that were no longer used.

My angel EMT saved 
the day and it even stopped 
snowing. I thanked her pro-
fusely a thousand times and 
didn’t know what I could do 
for her to make up for her 
kindness. Hopefully she’ll 
hear about this column and 
contact me through this 
newspaper. Oh, by the way, 
with my cellphone retrieved 
I was able to call Sharon 
whom was seen by the doc-
tor and was coming down to 
go into the drugstore.

The motto of this story 
is that the EMTs who are 
real angels of mercy during 
their tours can also sprout 
their wings.

Now, normally, this is 
the time where I go on and 
on about how awesome my 
latest “Carmine” award-
winner is, but I think I ran 
out of words. So next week, 
look for my column on Ro-
salia Bacarella, our School 
Leadership Award winner.

Screech at you next 
week!

Carmine’s lost his car keys! And his candy!

BIG
SCREECHER
Carmine Santa Maria
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Dr. Castillo, a board certi-
fi ed pain management spe-
cialist has decades of expe-
rience in the fi eld of pain 
management. If you are 
suffering from back pain, 
neck pain, herniated discs 
or sciatica, you deserve an 
experienced pain manage-
ment specialist. If your pain 
prevents you from enjoy-

ing life, it’s time to see Dr. 
Castillo. Having practiced 
as a surgeon, family prac-
titioner and anesthesiolo-
gist, Dr. Castillo is able to 
analyze the patient’s pain 
from many view points. 
His broad experience has 
led to innovative methods 
that are renowned for suc-
cessful results.

New York Community 
Hospital provides a modern 
state of the art pain man-
agement suite with a very 
caring staff for Dr. Castil-
lo’s patients. The doctor’s 
offi ces in Brooklyn, Staten 
Island and Manhattan make 
it convenient to experience 
the personalized care given 
by Dr. Castillo.

New York Community Hospital
is proud to introduce

Alfredo L. Del Castillo, M.D.

You don’t have to suffer with your neck or back pain!
Please call 718-966-8120 for an appointment.

9731 Fourth Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209

126 Wieland Avenue
Staten Island, NY 10309

Temple Sholom 
Purim Carnival 
Sunday, March 16th 

1:00pm—5:00pm 

RIDES 
GAMES 
FOOD 

HAMENTASH 
PRIZES 

RAFFLES 
MUSIC 
MORE 

 

COME ONE, COME ALL! 

Members, non-members.  Join us for a special Purim  
Celebration and Birthday Party.  Come and meet old 

and new friends. Become part of our Temple Family.  

FREE! 

Rsvp to this event at temsholom@aol.com 

TEMPLE SHOLOM  
is a Welcoming Conservative Synagogue.   

We offer Hebrew School  for the young as well as adult  
education classes.  Our religious services schedule includes 

daily minyanim, Shabbat, and holiday services. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Family Night Shabbat—March 14th @ 7:30PM  
REFRESHEMENTS FOLLOWING SERVICES 
Megillah Reading and Purim Costume Contest– 

March 15th @ 7:30PM  
Sisterhood Fashion Show—March 30th 

Bingo & Supperette—May 15th 
Casino Night and much more….. 

LOG ON TO OUR WEBSITE OR CALL THE 2075 E. 68th Street 
718-251-0370 

www.ourtemplesholom.org 

Temple Sholom is a proud member of  

The United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
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N Y S C A S
A Div ision of 
TOURO     COLLEGE

New York School  of  Career  and Appl ied Studies

ASSOCIATE’S AND BACHELOR’S DEGREES
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Touro College is an equal opportunity institution

OTHER PROFESSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
��)�	,+�����)�	,
	��������)�	,&	����

www.touro.edu/nyscas
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INFORMATION SESSIONS:

BROOKLYN:     718.265.6534 x1003
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MANHATTAN:  212.463.0400 x5500
QUEENS:      718.520.5107 x109 ���	���!����College with 

  a personal touch

STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos
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BY MEGAN RIESZ
Leave it to Brooklynites 

to steal the show.
A pair of Park Slope 

songwriters nabbed an 
Academy Award for Best 
Song on Sunday night for 
their smash hit song “Let 
it Go” — the catchy num-
ber from the Disney block-
buster “Frozen” — and 
served up the best accep-
tance speech of the eve-
ning.

“We have so many peo-
ple to thank — luckily, ev-
erybody’s name rhymed,” 
said Kristen Anderson-
Lopez who, with her co-
author and husband Bobby 
Lopez, ran through the 
list, including “Let it Go” 
singer Idina Menzel and 
Kristen Bell, the voice of 
the movie’s protagonist.

The talented pair 

shouted out Brooklyn and 
thanked their daughters 
for giving them the inspi-
ration to write the ditty, 
which now boasts more 
than 121 million views on 
YouTube, up 80 million 
from Jan. 20.

“Katie and Annie, this 
song is inspired by our love 
for you and the hope that 
you never let fear or shame 
keep you from celebrating 
the unique people that you 
are,” said an emotional An-
derson-Lopez. 

The couple came up 
with the idea for “Let it 
Go,” which marks the mo-
ment that main character 
Elsa reveals her magical 
abilities and weaves a huge 
ice palace, after taking a 
stroll in Brooklyn’s back-
yard.

“We went for a walk in 

Prospect Park and stood on 
picnic bench,” Anderson-
Lopez told the Courier in 
January. “We looked across 
the park and said, ‘You’re 
on a mountain alone and 
you’ve lost everything 
you knew. But also every-
thing you’ve been holding 
back.’ ” 

Recent Brooklyn trans-
plant Lupita Nyong’o, a 
regular at Fort Greene’s 
Madiba restaurant — she 
likes the prawns, according 
to the owner — also took 

home a gold statue for her 
part as an enslaved woman 
named Patsey in the Best 
Picture-winning “12 Years 
a Slave.” 

But not every Brook-
lynite was so lucky.

Journalist Jeremy Sca-
hill, whose Best Documen-
tary-nominated “Dirty 
Wars” follows him from 
his home borough to the 
sites of covert U.S. military 
operations and back again, 
lost out to Morgan Neville’s 
“20 Feet From Stardom.”

It has been a brutal win-
ter, and it has impacted every-
thing.

Our muscles ache from shov-
eling. Our winter boots are 
showing wear. Our cars may be 
responding with a slow start, 
taking a while to warm up in 
the frigid temperatures.

Our houses have taken a 
beating, too. Have you checked 
your roof lately?

Fortunately, springtime is 
near, and if your house is a bit 
battled-fatigued from its con-
frontation with Old Man Winter 
this season, VJV Home Improve-
ments can get it back in shape.

Vincent Vizzini is the Re-
naissance man available for 
residential and business repair. 
He can paint; put up new sheet-
rock; remodel kitchens, bath-
rooms, and basements; install 
flooring; and repair and install 
roofs. 

“He is a perfectionist,” says 
his wife, Cynthia. “Even when 
it comes to doing things in our 
home.”

Vizzini says his passion for 
perfection applies to all jobs. 

“If it doesn’t look right — 
even if it cost me money — I fix 
it until it looks good.”

VJV Home Improvements 
opened for business on Jan. 1, 
but Vizzini has been working in 
the remodeling profession for 17 
years. The company he worked 
for prior to opening this new 
venture — a family business — 
had several huge funeral home 
accounts. 

“We were responsible for 
maintaining them,” he says. 
Vizzini himself was involved 
in this maintenance, which in-
cluded remodeling some of the 
buildings from scratch. Major 
repair work was involved when 
another suffered termite dam-
age. 

He estimates that he has 
probably installed more than 
three dozen kitchens in the past 
17 years. He works closely with 
designers, and can make rec-
ommendations to clients. He 
also works with reliable plumb-
ers and electricians that he can 

bring on the job.
“His tile work is excellent,” 

says Cynthia. “He does every-
thing from scratch until it is 
perfect.” This is important be-
cause tile can crack if it is not 
cut properly, she says. 

He is familiar with new ideas 
for bathrooms, which include 
tiling to the ceiling so people 
don’t have to deal with paint-
ing bathrooms. Steam gener-
ated from the shower can cause 
paint to bubble, so tiling all the 
way up the wall can be advanta-
geous, Vizzini says.

His family has appreciated 
having such talent in the fam-
ily. 

“He remodeled my parent’s 
house,” Cynthia says. He has 
also put new molding and has 
painted many homes.

“We take the risk out of the 
work,” says Vizzini. “We are 
committed to customer service, 
customer satisfaction, and we 
offer a warranty.” 

Your home is your biggest 
investment, and VJV Home Im-
provements wants to provide 

you with peace of mind. 
“Recommendations are 70 

percent of our annual work 
flow,” he says.  

The company is based 
in Brooklyn, but it services 
Queens, and Long Island as 
well.

VJV Home Improvements 
is offering a special promotion 
so customers can get to know 
their services. Get a 10 percent 
discount on any job over $2,000, 
says Vizzini, not including the 
material. This offer is valid un-
til the end of the summer.

VJV Home Improvements 
[(888) 411–3936]. Open Mondays 
through Fridays, 9 am–6 pm, 
and Saturdays, 9 am–5 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

When in need of repairs, call VJV Home Improvement

BY NICHELLE HENRY
Minister Lamar White-

head, founder of Leaders 
of Tomorrow, held a Black 
History Month celebration 
called “One Brooklyn Hon-
ors” last Thursday at Boys 
and Girls High School.

Honorees included com-
munity leaders as well as 
celebrities who display con-
cern and take action and 
continuously provide the 
youth with positive infl u-
ence. 

Whitehead said he hon-
ored individuals who take 
pride in showing young 
people that all things are 
possible. 

“The youth need to un-
derstand that they are 
loved, and to understand 
their black heritage,” said 
Whitehead. “Everyone hon-
ored played a huge role in 
their lives without them 
knowing.”

Whitehead’s group, Lead-
ers of Tomorrow, provides 
educational opportunities, 
mentoring, and athletic 
training to Brooklyn youth.

At the Feb. 27 ceremony 
Whitehead presented 
Councilwoman Inez Bar-
ron with the Shirley Ch-
isholm Award. Other hon-
orees included Borough 
President Adams, hip-hop 
legend Tretch from the 
group Naughty by Nau-
ture, creator of Video Mu-
sic Box Ralph McDaniels, 
editor of “Right On Mag-
azine” Cynthia Horner, 
Bad Boy Entertainment 
CFO Derek Ferguson, Dr. 
Melanie Samuels, and Dr. 
Cheryl Anthony.

Guest were entertained 
by performances from Clay 
Johnson Ministries, the 
Black and Gold Marching 
Elite, Sheimyrah Mighty 
and many more.

With the success of his 
“One Brooklyn Honors” 
Whitehead said he wants 
to keep the momentum go-
ing with another event at 
Boys and Girls High School 
on March 29 designed for 
young girls ages 11–18, 
where Whitehead will host 
a celebration of women.

‘One Brooklyn Honors’ 
lauds black leaders

And the 
Oscar goes to 
— Brooklyn!

REPRESENTING BROOKLYN: Kristen Anderson-Lopez, left, and 
Robert Lopez accept the award for “Let It Go” from “Frozen.” 
 Associated Press / John Shearer



CO
UR

IE
R L

IF
E, 

M
AR

. 7
-13

, 2
01

4
24

B

G

M

B&W
The leadership-hungry 

Brooklyn Republican Party 
just got Eaton — again!

Kings County Republican 
Party chairman Craig Eaton 
will get to keep his position after 
a Brooklyn judge threw out a legal 
challenge from allies of state Sen. 
Marty Golden (R–Bay Ridge). 

A deepening   schism  between 
former allies Golden and Eaton 
devolved into  all-out warfare at 
the party’s county convention in 
September , when Golden sought 
to replace the seven-year incum-
bent with former Conservative 
Party Congressional candidate 
Timothy Cochrane.

The profane and  accusation-
laced  battle for control of the bor-
ough’s GOP came down to a dis-
pute over absentee “proxy” votes 
— Golden brought enough of the 
signed affi davits to the conven-
tion to unseat Eaton, but a com-
mittee appointed by Eaton threw 
out most of Golden’s proxies on a 
technicality.

Golden’s allies sued, but the 
judge tossed the case on Feb. 28 — 
also on a technicality — saying that 

when they fi led the suit they did not 
send it to all the parties involved.

Members of the anti-Eaton fac-
tion were disheartened, but said they 
were considering fi ling an appeal.

“We’re obviously disappointed 
at the ruling. We’re going to weigh 
the value and likelihood of an ap-
peal and go from there,” an in-
sider said. “I think we’d like to see 
the actual merits of this case de-
cided on.”

• • •
Former Democratic district 

leader Chris Olechowski — 
whose turf includes Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, and parts of Fort 
Greene — claims the Brooklyn 
machine pressured him to step 
down in order to make way for his 
successor, Michael Cavaliere, 

a Greenpoint native and a union 
mechanic for Con Edison. 

Olechowski — with the back-
ing of disgraced Democratic boss 
Vito Lopez —  defeated incum-
bent Lincoln Restler by just 19 
votes  in a hotly contested race for 
the unpaid party position, which 
covers the 50th Assembly district, 
represented by Assemblyman 
Joe Lentol (D–Greenpoint). Dis-
trict leaders — also called state 
committeemen —  form the Kings 
County Democratic Party’s execu-
tive committee, and elect the pow-
erful party chairman . 

Olechowski resigned his hard-
won position on New Year’s Eve 
2013, allegedly under pressure 
from the Democratic machine 
headed by Frank Seddio.

“I was approached by a member 
of the local political establishment 
who urged that I resign before my 

term was up, so that ‘the Party’ 
could prepare a new candidate for 
the state committeeman to step in 
as an incumbent right after the 
New Year,” Olechowski said.

Olechowski said he was glad to 
leave the post, and regretted ever 
running for it. Besides his razor-
thin victory, Olechowski said he 
sensed ill feelings toward him from 
the machine because he was Lopez’s 
candidate — even though he was 
the ex-Assemblyman’s fourth pick 
to run against Restler. Olechowski 
also said he was disappointed in the 
lack of enthusiasm in the party for 
his drive to create special afford-
able housing for Polish immigrants 
who fl ed communism.

Cavaliere comes from a family 
of old friends and donors to the 50th 
Assembly district’s other district 
leader Linda Minucci, and  faces 
a challenge from New Kings Demo-
crats club leader Nick Rizzo .

The Kings County Democratic 
Party declined to confi rm or deny 
Olechowski’s claims, but praised 
his service.

• • •
Ben Akselrod,  president of the 

Bay Democrats Club , is gearing up 
for a second run against Assem-
blyman Steve Cymbrowitz (D–
Sheepshead Bay), sources said. 

Cymbrowitz — fi rst elected in 
2000 —  eked out a victory over Ak-
selrod by just a few hundred votes 
in the 2012 Democratic primary , 
making it the closest election of the 
pol’s career. Akselrod then carried 
on his campaign on the Indepen-
dence Party line, but  pulled just 20 
percent of the vote on Election Day .

Akselrod ran as a more conser-
vative alternative to the incum-
bent,  drawing on right-leaning 
sentiments like opposition to the 
Voorhies Avenue mosque . But he 
split the conservative vote in No-
vember with  Republican candi-
date Russ Gallo. 

Akselrod, a one-time aide to 
ex-state Sen. Seymour Lachman, 
declined to confi rm he is in the 
running. 

A source close to Gallo said the 
Young Republicans Club president 
is defi nitely not running against 
Cymbrowitz again,  but is consid-
ering making a challenge to state 
Sen. Golden .

Olechowski says Dems pushed him to step down, Akselrod to challenge Cymbrowitz

WILL’S
WATCH

BY WILL BREDDERMAN

TO FIND YOUR NEAREST DONATION CENTER, 

GO TO 

Golden fails to boot GOP head from post

Please join us for our next  

Graduate Business  
Information Session 

on

March 10, 2014
7–8 p.m.

Kelleher Center, 300 Howard Avenue
Staten Island Campus

 

Learn about our M.B.A. and M.S. offerings, convenient  
locations, flexible schedules, and available financial aid.

 

For more information, please call 718-990-1345.  
stjohns.edu/tobinsi
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DISCOVER MORE AND APPLY NOW

SuccessAcademies.org

An exceptional choice
for free public education

in your neighborhood.
BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

Jewelry EX
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.

We treat all facets of foot & ankle problems in people 
of all ages, including infants.
 SURGERY: Elective and Reconstructive, Bunions, 
Hammertoes, Ankle Arthroscopy, Trauma, Ankle 
Instability, Flatfeet
 DERMATOLOGY: Skin and Nails Disorders
 DIABETES: Foot Diseases, Infections, Charcott Foot, 
Neuropathy
 SPORTS MEDICINE: Sprains, Fractures, Instability
 ARTHRITIS: Foot and Ankle
 PEDIATRIC: Flat Feet, Developmental, Club Feet

FOOT & ANKLE CENTER
of Mill Basin, Bergen Beach 
& Georgetown

MARIO VOLOSHIN, DPM, AACFAS
Foot & Ankle Reconstructive Surgery

1584 East 66th

www.greenpointfootandankle.com
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Business Checking with a little something extra.

Open a Flushing Bank Free Business Checking account today and receive 
a Nexus 7 32GB tablet with an opening deposit of $15,000 or more.2 
Visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889, or go to www.FlushingBank.com for details.

Plus, get up to                        when you open a new business checking account.1$100

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

1 New account with new money only. A new business checking account is defined as any new business checking account that does not have any authorized signatures in common with any other existing Flushing Bank business checking account(s). An existing 

checking customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. New money is defined as money not currently on deposit with Flushing Bank. You must deposit a minimum of $100 to open 

a business checking account. You will receive $50 for the completion of 5 debit card purchases. And $50 for the completion of 5 online banking bill-payments via Flushing Bank’s Online Banking portal. Each debit card purchase and each online bill-payment 

must be $25 or more and must be completed prior to 60 days after the account is opened. The compensation will be credited to the checking account on or about 75 days after the account is opened. The offer is subject to change and early termination without 

prior notice at any time. A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. Other fees and restrictions may apply. Speak with a branch representative for more information.  2 New account with new money only. For purposes of the promotion, a new 

business checking customer is defined as any new business checking account that does not have any authorized signatures in common with any other existing Flushing Bank checking account(s). You must deposit a minimum of $100 to open this account. No 

minimum balance is required to avoid a monthly maintenance fee. New Free Business Checking account customers will receive a Google Nexus 7 32GB wifi tablet for an opening balance of $15,000 or more. Valid business documentation must be provided at the 

time of account opening. The cost of the promotional item of $285 (including sales tax and delivery charge) will be reported as interest income in the form of a 1099. The new account must remain open, active and in good standing for six months. If the account 

is closed prior to six months, the cost of the promotional item will be deducted from the balance. Flushing Bank reserves the right to make promotional item substitutions of comparable value and assumes no liability for any defects in, or direct or consequential 

damages relating to promotional items. The warranty is the sole responsibility of the manufacturer. Google, Android, and Nexus are trademarks of Google Inc. Google is not affiliated with, or sponsor of, this promotion. Other fees and restrictions may apply. Speak 

with a Flushing Bank representative for more information about minimum balance requirements and certain fees that may apply to the business checking account. The promotion and offers are subject to change and termination without prior notice at any time. 

Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more information. From Forbes.com March 18, 2013. © 2013 Forbes.com LLC. All rights reserved. Used by permission and 

protected by the Copyright Laws of the United States. The printing, copying, redistribution, or retransmission of this Content without express written permission is prohibited.

Business
Checking

•  No monthly maintenance fees
•  No minimum balance required

Free
with an opening deposit of 
$15,000 or more2

Nexus 7 32GB

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

CAREERS FOR THE
21ST CENTURY!
� C�URT RE��RT�N�
   (REALTIME WRITING)
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CE� NYC (Conveniently Located in Lower Manhattan)
For Disclosure Information, view Program Details @ nyci.edu

NYCI
established 1941

NEW YORK 
CAREER

INSTITUTE
T�e C���e�e �� �e��� � �edic�� ����e��i�n�.

��EN
�U�E

Wednesday, 3/12 11�� � ����"�
& Saturday, 3/15 11��

Sales Office Open Daily 11am-5pm & By Appointment Only
1810 Hawthorn Way, New Windsor, NY 12553

GroveAtNewWindsor.com

Join us for our Open House 
THIS WEEKEND!

ONLY HOMES REMAIN!

Hurry!

Don’t miss this opportunity to live at   
The Grove at New Windsor, featuring:
•  2 and 3 bedroom townhomes        
•  Quick move-in homes available
•   Community Fitness Center, Pool,  

Tennis Court and Game Room
•  Washingtonville Central School District

 Courier Life Classifieds call (718) 260—2555
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT:
  Liver, pancreatic and gallbladder problems
  Gastritis, stomach ulcers, heartburn
  Hemorrhoids, colitis, constipation, anal fissure
  Small Intestine Bacteria

ALL PROCEDURES ARE DONE IN AN ENDOSCOPIC CENTER 
WITH MODERN EQUIPMENT (ENDOSCOPY, COLONOSCOPY)

Procedure available on weekend 
Provide Transportation 

Take all of insurance including Medicaid/Medicare

GASTROENTEROLOGIST
HEPATOLOGIST

EXAMINATIONS & TESTS:
  Upper Endoscopy
  Colonoscopy With Polyp Removal
  Capsule Endoscopy
  Lactose Intolerance Test

The doctor is affiliated with top clinics and hospitals: 
Beth Israel Medical Center, New York Community 
Hospital, Kingsbrook Jewish Medical Center

DIAGNOSIS AND NEW TREATMENT METHODS OF

HEPATITIS B & C
HEMORRHOIDS

1517 Voorhies Avenue, 1st Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11235

718.332.0600
372 Utica Avenue, 1st Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11213

347.627.9107

Doctor
Igor
Grosman,
DO, FASG
Board Certified
in Gastroenterology
and Internal
Medicine Residency 
& Fellowship
in North Shore 
Long Island Jewish
University Hospital

By now, you’ve heard all about the Affordable Care Act. 
Maybe you’re not sure what to do. Call MetroPlus today 
and we can answer all your questions. We can help you 
keep the coverage you have now or talk to you about an 
affordable new plan that’s just right for you. Join one of the 

top-ranked health plans in NYC for almost 10 years.*

The plan of choice for 
nearly half a million 

New Yorkers.

*Based on indicators chosen by the New York State Department of Health and published in its publication  
A Consumer’s Guide to Medicaid Managed Care in NYC 2003-2012. 

WHAT’S YOUR PLAN?
Choose Quality. Choose Affordability. Choose MetroPlus.

Call 1.855.809.4073
M E T R O P L U S . O R G
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The trend of long-mar-
ried couples calling it 
quits has been grow-

ing. However, there are 
some steps couples can take 
to keep their relationships 
going strong.

According to the AARP, 
divorces among people over 
the age of 50 have doubled 
since 1990. According to 
Susan Brown, co-director 
of the National Center for 
Family and Marriage Re-

search at Bowling Green 
State University, one out 
of three baby boomers will 
face their golden years un-
married.

There are a number of 
reasons why divorce rates 
have skyrocketed among 
the over-50 set. Understand-
ing just why these divorces 
are taking place and taking 
proactive steps to alleviate 
some of the divorce trig-
gers can be a recipe for a 

happy marriage that contin-
ues throughout a couple’s 
golden years.

Increase 
accountability 

Ours is a transient soci-
ety where families no lon-
ger bat an eyelash over mov-
ing great distances away 
from other family members. 
As a result, boomers may 
feel like they are not con-
nected to children or grand-

children. With this in mind, 
they may feel less attached 
to their marriage or their 
responsibilities, or believe 
that no one will get hurt by 
a divorce. Keeping families 
close and remaining in fre-
quent contact can increase 
accountability and reduce 
the propensity for divorce.

Get things out 
in the open 

A major reason for a 

failed marriage is years of 
avoiding signifi cant issues, 
rather than addressing 
problems. Couples should 
make time to talk to each 
other about anything that 
might be bothering them, 
rather than letting too many 
things slide. If these conver-
sations turn into shouting 
matches, there is always the 
option of bringing in a third 
party to serve as a media-
tor.

Spend time apart 
After retirement, cou-

ples may fi nd themselves 
spending hours upon hours 
in each other’s company. 
While togetherness can be 
benefi cial, too much time 
spent together may lead to 
feelings of suffocation and 
the perception that each 
member of the relationship 
is no longer his or her own 
person. Individuals can 

KEEPING YOUR MARRIAGE GOING STRONG 
— WELL INTO YOUR GOLDEN YEARS

Continued on page 5
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ELDERCARE TODAY

Illnesses of the muscu-
loskeletal system can 
result in temporary loss 

of mobility. But physical 
therapy can help to prevent 
those temporary problems 
from becoming permanent.

The American Physical 
Therapy Association says 
physical therapists diag-
nose and treat individuals 
of all ages who have condi-
tions that limit their abili-
ties to perform functional 
activities. Limitations in 
mobility may result from 
injury or illness or be pres-
ent at birth. Many physical 
therapists develop a plan 
to reduce pain and restore 
function through various 
treatment techniques with 
the ultimate goal of restor-
ing a patient’s functional 
independence.

Physical therapists are 
licensed healthcare profes-

sionals who must receive a 
degree from an accredited 
physical therapist program 
before taking national li-
censure exams that enable 
them to open a practice or 
work in a facility. The Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics pre-
dicts a 30 percent growth in 
physical therapy careers 
through 2018, which is a 
rate better than all other oc-
cupations. Unemployment 
rates for physical therapists 
are very low, and they are 
in high demand.

Physical therapists em-
ploy various physical mo-
dalities to help with certain 
conditions. For example, 
a patient may be asked to 
perform various range-of-
motion exercises to restore 
function to an injured part 
of the body. Physical thera-
pists also may use heat, cold 
and electrical impulses to 

reduce pain and stimulate 
muscle function. Physical 
therapy sessions frequently 
include some form of mas-
sage as well. 

Physical therapy may 
work in conjunction with 
other treatments for car-
diopulmonary disease. The 
cardiopulmonary system 
delivers oxygen to active 
tissues, which plays an im-
portant part in movement. 
When the cardiopulmonary 
system is compromised, 
muscles and other tissues 
may not function as they 
should, and certain exer-
cises and mobility therapies 
may be needed. Physical 
therapists also aid in im-
proving ailments related to 
neurological diseases, such 
as cerebral palsy, multiple 
sclerosis, spinal cord inju-
ries, Parkinson’s disease, 
and Alzheimer’s disease. 

Physical therapy a vital part 
of treatment and recovery

Celebrating over 25 years 
of servicing the community!

Evening & Weekend Hours Available

PT owned
Most Insurance Plans Accepted

718-258-6699

Dedicated To Your Recovery!

Home Care
Therapy
Available

And much more! 

Let 
provide you the care you deserve!

Finally a book that 
helps families understand 

nursing home care!
By Joanna R. Leefer 

Senior Care Advisor/Advocate

In easy to understand 
language, this 

book answers basic 
questions, identifi es 

care issues and offers 
the steps you need to 
take to insure that a 

loved one gets the best 
nursing home care.

“Expertly written with sage advice, Joanna Leefer offers 
families the intelligent answers they need to answer the 

questions that they have to ask.”

Special Early Bird Price  $9.95
TO ORDER GO TO

http://joannaleefer.com/almost-like-home-buy-now/
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506 Sixth Street, Brooklyn • 866-362-7148 • www.nym.org

“I needed surgery but couldn’t be
out of commission for too long.”
The specialists at New York Methodist Hospital are a step ahead in using robotic surgery
to treat conditions in a growing number of fields including  gynecological and urologic
disorders, thoracic surgery, prostate cancer, and more. This technique is known to
be extremely precise, with fewer complications – and typically results in a quicker recov-
ery, less pain, and shorter hospital stay for patients.  That means you can get back more
quickly to what’s most important.  Your life.

Institute for Advanced and Minimally Invasive Surgery

We fixed that.

Men and women must 
alter their diets as 
they age. Portion 

sizes that young adults might 
have been able to get away 
must shrink when those 
same men and women enter 
their 30s. And as 30-some-
things head into their 40s, 
what’s on the plate requires 
more careful consideration 
than it might have a decade 
ago. The same goes for men 
and women over 50, who 
must take steps to reduce 
their risk for heart disease, 
stroke and diabetes. One of 
the easiest ways to do just 
that is to eat healthy foods. 
The following are fi ve fl avor-
ful and healthy foods tailor-
made for the over 50 crowd.

Apples: Apples defi nitely 
qualify as a superfood, help-
ing reduce cholesterol by 
preventing plaque buildup 
in the blood vessels and, as a 
result cutting an individual’s 
risk of diabetes considerably. 
In fact, a recent study pub-

lished in the British Medical 
Journal found that eating at 
least two servings of apples 
per week can reduce a per-
son’s risk of type 2 diabetes 
by as much as 23 percent. 
Apples also make for a great 
source of fi ber, potassium 
and vitamin C.

Blueberries: Blueberries 
help men and women main-
tain healthy blood sugar lev-
els because they are high in 
soluble fi ber, which lowers 
cholesterol while slowing 
the body’s uptake of glucose. 
And despite their relatively 
small size, blueberries con-
tain more fi ber, vitamins 
and minerals per ounce than 
any other fruit.

Broccoli: Though broc-
coli might not have been 
your best friend during 
childhood, you may want 
to cozy up to this powerful 
green vegetable now that 
you have cracked the half-
century mark. Broccoli is 
loaded with vitamin C. A 

single 3.5 ounce serving of 
broccoli contains more than 
150 percent of the recom-
mended daily intake of vi-
tamin C, which can shorten 
the duration of the common 
cold. In addition, a 2013 Brit-
ish study published in Medi-
cal News Today found that 
broccoli may help prevent 
osteoarthritis, a degenera-
tion of joint cartilage and the 
underlying bone that is most 
common from middle age on-
ward. A similar study from 
researchers at New York’s 
Roswell Park Cancer Insti-
tute published in the same 
publication six years earlier 
found that just three serv-
ings of broccoli per month 
can decrease bladder cancer 
risk by as much as 40 per-
cent.

Fava beans: Fava beans 
are cholesterol-free and low 
in fat. Fava beans also may 
provide cardiovascular 
benefi ts and help men and 
women maintain healthy 

weights. Fava beans are con-
sidered “nutrient-dense,” a 
term used to describe low-
calorie foods that boast lots 
of nutrients, and are an ex-
cellent source of vitamin B1, 
which is important for ner-
vous system function and 
energy metabolism. 

Oatmeal: Another food 
that might never make 
youngsters’ lists of their 
favorite foods, oatmeal is 
nonetheless a healthy op-
tion at the breakfast table. 
Oatmeal is loaded with sol-
uble fi ber, which can reduce 
cholesterol levels and sub-
sequently reduce a person’s 
risk of heart disease. Also 
low in calories, oatmeal can 
help men and women main-
tain a healthy weight. Those 
who fi nd oatmeal a tad too 
bland for their tastes can 
double on their superfoods 
by adding some blueberries 
into the mix, making their 
breakfast more fl avorful 
and more healthy. 

ELDERCARE TODAY

Superfoods for the 50 & over

Certain foods can help the over-50 crowd fend of many health ail-
ments.
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Deep Tissue Laser Treatment is an innovative, scientifically 
based, therapeutic modality. This new technology 
offers advanced pain relief and expedited healing times 
through a process known as photobiostimulation.

Deep Tissue Laser Treatment delivers, deep, 
penetrating, photonic (light) energy to bring about 
profound physiological changes. ATP (Adenosine-
triphosphate) production is increased, inflammation 
and pain reduced and circulation increased at the site of 
pain. These changes in cellular chemistry are triggered by 
the deep tissue laser making it a true healing modality.

Deep Tissue Laser Therapy does not require the use 
of drugs or surgery, and there are no known side effects 
or risks that may occur with other forms of treatment. 
In addition, it can often achieve results faster than other 
treatment modalities. During the treatment the patient 
will feel a deep soothing warmth. This pleasant sensation 
reassures the patient that the laser is stimulating cellular 
activity.

Lasers have made a remarkable contribution toward 
healthcare, allowing practitioners to treat a variety of 
conditions with the speed of light. As a non-invasive 
tool, the laser is particularly effective for the efficient 
treatment of soft tissue injuries, sprains and strains, and 
a variety of other ailments and pain.

Low Level Laser enhances metabolic activity at the 
cellular level, without generating tissue-damaging heat.

Some of the benefits of laser treatment include:
 Fast reduction of pain 
 Improvement of nerve function
 Reduction of muscle spasms.
 Speeding of tissue repair
 Development of muscle tissue and collagen
 Reduction of inflammation,swelling 

  and scar tissue formation
 Pain reduction immediately 

The Class IV laser, approved by the FDA in 2006, 
packs a punch while remaining non-invasive. The Class 
IV laser is capable of reaching depths of 6 to 9 inches, 
with a treatment beam of up to 3 inches.

Because the Class IV laser reaches deep into the 
tissues, it is ideal for treating sprains and strains, arthritis, 
calcified muscles and fibrotic adhesions, as well as intra-
articular tissues inside of the joints. Its far-reaching 
capabilities also allow the Class IV to achieve results 
in less time than most cold lasers currently used today. 
With treatment times of as little as 5 to 15 minutes, the 
Class IV laser allows many conditions to vastly improve 
within a few visits. Oftentimes, patients find immediate, 
soothing relief that improves with each treatment.

A partial list of the kind of conditions that can be 
helped… 

 Bulging, Slipped Discs 
 Spinal Fusion
 Neck Pain
 Sciatica Pain
 Migraine Headaches
 Back Pain & Spinal Conditions
 Tennis Elbow
 Carpal Tunnel Syndrome 
 Neuropathy Pain
 Bell’s Palsy
 Plantar Fasciitis
 Sports Injuries
 Sprains & Strains
 Knee Pain
 Hamstring Tears
 Arthritic Pain

If you are tired of living with pain and would like 
to see if you qualify for deep tissue laser treatment call 
718-234-6206 for a FREE CONSULTATION right 
now. Dr. Keller has seen such dramatic fast pain relief 
with Deep Tissue Laser Treatment, that she offers one 
FREE treatment to see if you respond and if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new non surgical pain 
relieving treatment. Due to the overwhelming response 
to this type of offer, this offer will be good for the first 
25 callers. If the lines are busy, keep trying. 

Listen to what patients are saying: 
“I had been suffering from knee pain for many 
months before I tried laser treatments using Deep 
Tissue Laser. After just a couple treatments, my knee 
pain was reduced to the point where I can finally 
live a more normal life again. These treatments are 
simply remarkable!” 
 - Jennifer C. 

 “I started treatments with Deep Tissue Laser 
after I had injured my neck in a car accident. The 
treatments allowed me to return to work much more 
quickly than anyone had expected, considering the 
pain I was in. During the treatments, all I felt was a 
warming sensation as the laser was moved across the 
injured area where all my pain was. After just three 
short treatments, my pain was almost totally gone. 
Thanks, Doctor!” 
 - Jason B. 

“The Deep Tissue Laser treatments I received 
dramatically helped my recovery from a broken leg. 
Not only did it help reduce the swelling, the pain 
relief I experienced was nothing short of miraculous. 
My orthopedic doctor was amazed with the results.” 
- John M. 

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller
5911 16th Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11204
brooklynspinecenter.com

718.234.6206
Does not apply to federal beneficiaries 
Copyright © 2009 Martin

Are You Suffering With Severe Constant Pain?
New Laser Light Breakthrough Treatment

 May Reduce Or Even Eliminate Pain 
Of  The Worst Kind In Just Minutes

If you are suffering with severe pain despite all the treatments, that may have failed you 
in the past, you may now have some hope of reducing or even eliminating your pain 

with a new non-surgical, painless laser treatment now available in Brooklyn.

ADVERTISEMENT
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The Vascular Institute of New York
Welcomes Dr. Natalie Marks

the fi rst and only vascular medicine specialist in Brooklyn.

Dr. Marks is a Board-certifi ed internist who has dedicated 100% 
of her time to the management of vascular diseases. Working in 
a modern 4,000-square-foot, state-of-the-art facility, Dr. Marks 
is a nationally known vascular specialist with over 200 scientifi c 
publications and lectures nationally and internationally.

Dr. Natalie Marks
Director of the Vein Center

No one, regardless 
of age, is immune 
to random bouts of 

memory loss. While mis-
placed car keys or forget-
ting items on your gro-
cery list are nothing to get 
worked up over, many men 
and women over 50 do start 
to worry about memory 
lapses, especially when 
they start to occur with 
more frequency than they 
might have just a few years 
ago. But while memory loss 
might be quickly associated 
with aging, increased for-
getfulness is not an inevi-
table side effect of getting 
older, a fact that those at or 
approaching retirement age 
should fi nd comforting.

When considering the 
relationship between mem-
ory and aging, it’s impor-
tant that men and women 
recognize the distinction 
between memory lapses 
and dementia, as the two 
are not one and the same. 
As a person ages, his or her 

hippocampus, the region of 
the brain involved in the 
formation and retrieval of 
memories, often deterio-
rates. This can affect how 
long it takes to learn and 
recall information. But 

just because this process is 
slower does not mean it’s a 
warning sign of dementia, 
which is the loss of certain 
mental functions, including 
memory. Though taking 
longer to recall information 

can be frustrating, many 
people still retain their abil-
ity to recall information. In 
addition, while dementia 
brought on by conditions 
such as Alzheimer’s dis-
ease or Parkinson’s disease 

is untreatable, there are 
things men and women can 
do to strengthen their mem-
ories and reduce their mo-
mentary lapses in memory.

Start playing games
Games that test the 

mind have long been be-
lieved to benefi t the brain, 
though some remain skep-
tical about the true impact 
of brain games. However, 
a University of Iowa study 
funded by the National In-
stitute on Aging found that 
brain games may in fact pay 
numerous and long-term 
dividends. In the study, 681 
healthy volunteers over the 
age of 40 were divided into 
four groups. One group 
played computerized cross-
word puzzles, and three 
other groups played a brain 
training video game from 
Posit Science designed spe-
cifi cally to enhance the 
speed and accuracy of vi-
sual processing. The volun-
teers showed less decline in 

visual processing as well 
as in other tests that mea-
sured concentration, mem-
ory, and the ability to shift 
quickly between tasks, and 
the benefi ts from the train-
ing games lasted as long as 
seven years after training. 
Brain games are now more 
accessible than ever be-
fore, as players can access 
such games on their smart-
phones, tablets, e-readers, 
and computers. And in ad-
dition to being effective, the 
games also provide enter-
tainment value.

Alter your routine
Many working profes-

sionals recognize that each 
day tends to have its mun-
dane moments. The brain 
can grow accustomed to 
these moments, which 
tend to be a routine part of 
the day. But altering your 
daily routine can jar the 
brain awake, forcing it to 
focus during those times 

ELDERCARE TODAY

Memory loss not an automatic side effect of aging

Continued on page 35
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Thank you GuildNet.

Having a chronic illness can mean many changes 
– especially if your loved one is visually impaired. 
But one thing that doesn’t have to change is your 
doctor. With GuildNet’s long term care plans, 
your loved ones can keep their own doctors. 

Call GuildNet – we speak your language.

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220
or visit  
www.GuildNetNY.org

Dad kept his doctor, 
and his independence.

BY JOANNA R. LEEFER

Families rarely want 
to place a family 
member or friend in 

a nursing home. But when 
faced with the responsibili-
ties of providing 24-hour 
care for an aging person 
who has ever-increasing 
physical needs, a nursing 
home frequently becomes 
the best alternative.   

One big fear is that a 
loved one will not get proper 
care in a nursing facility. 
We have all read new stories 
that reveal nursing home 
abuses.  But remember, 
people are more interested 
in reading about a nursing 
home aide being arrested 
for mistreating a resident 
than an aide that refuses to 
leave the side of a dying pa-
tient.  

Most nursing homes 
fall between these two ex-
tremes. The majority of 
nursing homes are capable 
of offering good care but it 
takes an added ingredient 

to insure a loved one to get 
optimum care. That ingre-
dient is you. You, or a per-
son you assign, can make 
the difference between so-
so care and great care. Here 
are four steps that insure a 
resident gets great nursing 
home care. 

Become your loved 
one’s health care 
proxy

A healthcare proxy is one 
of the most important docu-
ments you can have to guaran-
tee a family member or friend 
gets great care in a nursing 
home. This document offers 

you legal access to all your 
loved one’s medical records 
and allows you to make deci-
sions when your loved one is 
not conscious, even for just a 
short period of time. 

The health care proxy 
permits you to stay in the 
room with your loved one 

when he is being examined 
or dressed. This is a very 
important privilege that 
allows you to determine if 
your mom or dad is being 
treated well. The health 
care proxy is an easy docu-
ment to obtain; you do not 
need a lawyer to activate it, 
only two adults to witness 
its signing. You can down-
load it online or by going to 
www.health.ny.gov/forms/
doh-1430.pdf.

Attend the 
comprehensive care 
plan meeting 

Every skilled nursing fa-
cility that accepts Medicare 
or Medicaid funds must de-
velop a care plan for a new 
resident within the fi rst 21 
days after entry. The facili-
ty’s major decision-makers, 
typically called the Inter-
disciplinary Team, work to-
gether to develop this plan of 
care. As the name implies, 
the team consists of mem-
bers from all disciplines, 

including nursing, social 
services, therapy, dietary, 
activities, and medical. 

Nursing home regula-
tions mandate that the fam-
ily (and resident, if able) 
must be involved in the Com-
prehensive Care Plan. The 
Interdisciplinary Team will 
schedule a meeting to re-
view its recommendations, 
sending written notifi cation 
and an invitation to family 
members (and the resident) 
to attend. While family at-
tendance at this meeting is 
not mandatory, it is recom-
mended. Remember, your 
loved one’s care will be de-
termined at this time. 

Before the Comprehen-
sive Care Plan meeting, you 
should compile a list of ques-
tions and issues you wish to 
address. If you are anxious 
about the meeting, bring a 
friend or trusted individual, 
such as a clergyman, for as-
sistance and support. If 
English is not your fi rst lan-

ELDERCARE TODAY

Four pointers to guarantee great nursing home care

Continued on page 36
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remedy this by doing more 
things on their own, whether 
spending time apart with 
friends or engaging in hobby 
time without your spouse. 
After all, absence makes the 
heart grow fonder. Brief pe-
riods of separation can make 
the time married couples do 
spend together feel more 
meaningful.

Recommit to 
your vows 

After 30 or more years, 
the vows you shared on your 
wedding day may be a dis-
tant memory. Some people 
may have different views 
on the permanence of vows, 

putting personal happiness 
ahead of the happiness of 
the couple. Take stock of 
what you promised one an-
other on your wedding day 
and stick to those words.

Become a comedian
Laughter has a way of 

dissolving a tenuous situa-
tion. Focus energy on laugh-
ing at mistakes instead of 
pointing blame. Couples can 
make fun of themselves and 
resolve to not take things 
too seriously.

Act like 
you’re dating

Couples often become 
complacent after many 
years of marriage. They 
may forget about the little 
details that made the rela-

tionship fun in the early 
years. The personal notes 
and cards and other sur-
prises may fall by the way-
side after being together for 
some time. Make an effort to 
go on dates, write love notes, 
and think of what was ap-
preciated by your partners 
when you were in the dating 
stage.

Practice selflessness
Sometimes all that is 

needed to rekindle a rela-
tionship is a selfl ess act that 
shows how much you care 
for your partner. 

Couples who are on the 
fence with regard to di-
vorce can make an effort 
to improve the relationship 
rather than simply see di-
vorce as the best option. 

that had become mundane 
but now present new chal-
lenges. Something as sim-
ple as alternating driving 
routes to work from day to 
day or preparing some new, 
yet healthy, breakfast each 
morning can help the brain 
stay alert and sharp.

Become a social 
butterfly

Maintaining a social life 
as you age is a great way to 
keep in touch with friends 
and family. But there’s an-
other reason to continue to 
be socially engaged. A 2008 
study spearheaded by the 
clinical trials administra-
tive director at Southern 

California Kaiser Perma-
nente Medical Group and 
published in the American 
Journal of Public Health 
found that older women 
who maintained large so-
cial networks were 26 per-
cent less likely to develop 
dementia than women with 
smaller social networks. 
In addition, those who had 
daily contact with friends 
and family cut their risk 
of dementia by nearly half. 
The study also noted that 
regular social interaction 
can delay or possibly even 
prevent cognitive impair-
ment. 

Continue your career
While the idea of retir-

ing poolside and watching 
the world go by might seem 
nice, such a scenario is not 

necessarily good for your 
brain. Numerous studies 
have shown the benefi ts 
that staying engaged in pro-
fessional activities can have 
on brain health. The brain 
does not thrive if it’s sitting 
on the sideline. Staying ac-
tive in your career will con-
tinue to provide the chal-
lenges your brain needs to 
stay sharp and avoid mem-
ory loss and struggles with 
concentration. Men and 
women who want to leave of-
fi ce life behind can branch 
out on their own and work 
as consultants or put their 
years of experience to use 
by teaching at a nearby uni-
versity or secondary school. 
But heading off for the ham-
mock once you have hung 
up your briefcase can prove 
troublesome for your brain.  

Continued from page 33

Memory

Continued from page 29

Marriage

Giving love notes and going on dates are great ways for older married couples to create excitement 
and romance.

ELDERCARE TODAY

Senior Residences on the Beach

Island Shores is a place you can call home 
at a price you can afford.

At Island Shores, you will enjoy fully furnished 
studios and suites with daily housekeeping, 

cable television, three gourmet meals, 
a complete library of books and 

periodicals, a healthy living exercise 
center, a mini-theatre with daily 
shows, computers with Internet 

access, plus planned trips, 
walking tours, 

and so much more!

(718) 667-0666
www.islandshores.org

*All services, amenities, and utilities included – no additional fees. 

No Community Fee 
& First Month Rent Free

Newly renovated bathrooms with walk-in marble showers! 
Must see!
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guage, you may request an interpreter.
Take notes during the meeting. You 

might even consider making a record-
ing if that will make you feel more com-
fortable. Before the meeting ends, review 
your notes, and make sure all your ques-
tions have been answered. Summarize 
what you feel has been decided and indi-
cate how you feel about the plan.

Visit often and 
vary your schedule

You want to make sure your loved one 
gets the best care at all times, not just 
when you visit, so be sure to be unpredict-
able. Don’t come at the same time every 
day. Keep the staff on their toes! Be sure 
to visit on weekends, evenings, and holi-
days, when many facilities are not fully 
staffed. Come at meal times or in the eve-
ning to make sure your family member 
has not been put to bed too early, is not 
isolated, and is involved in activities. You 
don’t have to stay long, just “pop in” and 
out. When visiting, introduce yourself to 
all the staff members, so they know you 
are watching them. Make sure you let 
everyone know if you are having doubts 
about your loved one’s care.

If you live in another state or are un-
able to visit for some reason, you should 
appoint someone to visit your loved one, 
either another relative, a friend, or a pro-
fessional like a geriatric care manager, 
senior care advisor, or social worker. 
Make sure you trust the person and feel 
assured that he will be vigilant in follow-
ing your loved one’s care.

Become the squeaky wheel
Anytime you have a question about 

your mother’s care, voice your concern.  
If you are not sure if your mom is being 
bathed frequently enough, ask. If you 
think her clothes are wrinkled, let the 
staff know. Make sure your dad’s hair is 
combed, and that he is well shaven and 
involved in all the activities he is inter-
ested in. The more often you make a com-
ment or ask a question, the more likely 
the staff will think of you as they are car-
ing for your loved one.

The best way to approach staff mem-
bers is to assume they are professional. 
Talk with them pleasantly, but fi rmly. 
Don’t yell or appear confrontational. No 
matter how right you are, people do not 
respond well to accusations. If you attack, 
they will probably become defensive and 
return the attack, escalating the situa-
tion. Even if you get the desired change 
in behavior, you will lose your allies. On 
the other hand, you don’t want to be too 
conciliatory. You are both adults with a 
problem that can be solved if you discuss 
it and come up with a solution.

By knowing your rights and being in-
volved, you can become a pivotal part in 
insuring a loved one gets the best care in 
a nursing home.

Excerpted from “Almost Like Home: A 
Family Guide to Navigating the Nursing 
Home Maze,” now available at http://jo-
annaleefer.com/almost-like-home-buy-
now/. Special price for readers $9.95.

Continued from page 34

Home

Sometimes patients suc-
cumb to a disease, in spite 
of the best treatments and 

support. When the time comes 
for a family to confront a loved 
one’s declining health, hospice 
care can be a dignifi ed way to 
make that person’s fi nal days as 
comforting as possible.

Hospice is a type of care de-
signed to make the fi nal mo-
ments of a person’s life as pain-
free and manageable as possible. 
It can take place in a medical 
facility, but very often hospice 
care occurs at home or wherever 
the ill person feels most comfort-
able. 

Hospice care is usually the 
last step when all other options 
have been exhausted. Making 
the decision to move a loved one 
to hospice care can be an emo-
tionally wrenching time. Deci-
sions such as these may be bet-
ter made at a time in a person’s 
life when he is not sick. That is 
why living wills that spell out 
details for end-of-life care can 

be quite valuable. Decisions are 
made with a level head and not 
wrought with emotions. Such liv-
ing wills also can take the pres-
sure off of family members who 
may not feel comfortable making 
such decisions on their own or in 
concert with relatives.

Hospice is a type of care and 
a philosophy that focuses on the 
palliative care of terminally ill 
patients. Rather than providing 
medication to try to treat the ill-
ness, medicine is offered to make 
a person more comfortable and 
remove any pain. Psychological 
therapy may also be offered to 
help the person come to terms 
with the end of life. Although 
hospice is a concept that has 
gradually evolved since the 11th 
century, the principles of mod-
ern hospice care can trace their 
roots to the 1950s and Dame Ci-
cely Saunders, a nurse and social 
worker who is known as the cre-
ator of the hospice movement.

If hospice care is outlined in 
a dying person’s living will or ex-

pressed wishes, there are some 
guidelines that can be followed 
by the sick individual.

• Visit various medical care 
centers to see if away-from-home 
options provide the care and en-
vironment you desire. If Be sure 
to establish what type of hos-
pice care you prefer. This may 
include care within a nursing 
home or hospital, or in the com-
fort of your own home.

• Sign a medical durable 
power of attorney. This signed 
document gives authority to an 
adult age 18 or older, who then 
has the right to make necessary 
medical and healthcare deci-
sions for you in the event you be-
come incapacitated.

• Clearly indicate your wishes 
regarding resuscitation. A signed 
document may alert emergency 
healthcare personnel or others 
of your wishes not to be resus-
citated. This document must be 
signed by you and a doctor and 
witnessed by others.

• Decide on the duration of 

care. Hospice care generally lasts 
six months. This enables a long 
stretch of palliative care. Should 
you live beyond the time period, 
hospice care can continue. Stud-
ies have shown that patients who 
receive hospice care for at least 
30 to 60 days gain greater benefi t 
than those who are placed in hos-
pice only in their fi nal days.

• Investigate fi nancial op-
tions for hospice. Medicare and 
Medicaid provide hospice cov-
erage in 44 states. Many private 
insurance plans have a hospice 
benefi t as well. Understand how 
payment is made to fi gure out if 
private funding will be neces-
sary.

Not all hospice programs are 
the same. Certain core models 
of care are followed by many 
hospice facilities, but options 
vary. Hospice can provide com-
fort in a person’s fi nal days and 
help sufferers better enjoy life 
and time spent with loved ones 
in these last days.  

The image many people 
get when they think of 
heart conditions is a 

grown man cluthing his chest. 
But not all heart conditions are 
as obvious or pronounced as a 
heart attack.

Ischemia is a term used to de-
scribe the restriction of oxygen-
rich blood to an area of the body. 
Cardiac ischemia occurs when 
the blood cannot reach the heart.

Generally, cardiac isch-
emia causes pain in the chest, 
known as angina. However, in 
some cases, there is no warn-
ing pain and the condition is 
called silent ischemia.

Facts and figures
Silent ischemia affects 

roughly three to four million 
Americans every year. Individ-
uals who have had a previous 
heart attack are at higher risk 
for silent ischemia than others. 
But there are many other risk 
factors:

• Diabetes
• Coronary artery disease
• Hypertension
• Coronary artery 
anomalies
• Smoking
• Obesity

• Alcohol and drug abuse
• Cardiomyopathy
If ischemia lasts too long 

or is especially severe, it may 
cause a heart attack. It can also 
affect the natural rhythm of the 
heart and its pumping ability, 
which can cause fainting, and 
even sudden cardiac arrest.

Symptoms 
and diagnosis 

Silent ischemia has no 
symptoms. However, if a per-
son has had previous episodes 
of chest pain, there’s a likli-
hood that he or she could also 
be experiencing silent isch-
emia and not know it. Doctors 

may use an exercise stress test 
to determine silent ischemia. 
Also, a special monitor called a 
Holter monitor will record the 
heart rate and rhythm over the 
course of a day and determine 
if ischemia occurred.

Treatment
The main way to treat silent 

ischemia is to reduce certain 
behaviors that increase risk. 
This includes quitting smoking, 
avoiding alcohol, and maintain-
ing a healthy weight and diet.

For those who are diagnosed 
with silent ischemia, there are 
some treatment options avail-
able. Most of these involve im-
proving blood fl ow to the heart, 
which often requires prescrip-
tion medications. Oxygen also 
may be given to increase the 
oxygen content of the blood that 
is reaching the heart. Other peo-
ple may take medicines that re-
lax blood vessels, enabling more 
blood to fl ow. 

In most cases, this is all that 
is needed to fi x the situation. For 
those not responding to treat-
ment, they may need a balloon 
angioplasty, coronary artery 
bypass surgery, or a similar pro-
cedure.  

Heart conditions can be ‘silent’

Preparing your family for hospice care

ELDERCARE TODAY
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– Deborah DeGregorio 

Visit us today at www.calvaryhospital.org or call us at 718-518-2465.

2012 Winner 
of the Circle of Life Award®

for innovative programs 
in palliative and end-of-life care.

In November of 2013, the 
American Heart Associa-
tion and American College 
of Cardiologists released a 
new series of guidelines 
regarding heart disease 
and the role that choles-
terol lowering drugs (sta-
tins) should play in reduce 
a person’s risk of heart at-
tack or stroke. There has 
been some controversy 
regarding the guidelines, 
which some contend over-
estimate a person’s risk of 
heart attack.

However, there is one 
thing that both proponents 
and detractors of the new 
guidelines alike agree on: 
heart health for seniors is 
not one-size-fits-all. And 
for any senior who exhibits 
the warning signs of heart 
disease, a cardiologist can 
be crucial in evaluating 

what comes next.
“For a long time, a per-

son’s cholesterol has been 
a broad but valuable ‘base-
line’ indicator a person’s 
risk of heart disease,” said 
Terrance Sacchi, M.D., 
chief of cardiology at New 
York Methodist Hospi-
tal (NYM).  “Unhealthy 
cholesterol levels cause 
plaque to accumulate in 
the artery walls, which 
narrows your vessels and 
increases the risk of blood 
clots that can ultimately 
break off and travel 
through the blood stream 
and ultimately block blood 
flow to the heart (heart 
attack) or brain (stroke). 
This is why working with 
a primary care provider 
to get a yearly physical 
examination—which in-
cludes a test for choles-

terol levels—is important, 
and why working with a 
cardiologist or specializes 
in heart health to address 
high cholesterol, and de-
termine whether a patient 
can benefit from statin us-
age, can be crucial.

“However, cholesterol 
is only one piece of the 
puzzle when it comes to re-
ducing a senior’s risk for 
heart disease. Any senior 
who has a family history 
of heart attacks below 60 
years of age, or has heart 
palpitations (abnormal 
heart rhythm), unexplain-
able shortness of breath, 
dizziness or chest pain, 
would benefit from a visit 
to a cardiologist.”

NYM’s Institute for 
Cardiology and Cardiac 
Surgery provides compre-
hensive prevention, diag-

nosis, and treatment of all 
types of heart disease. The 
Institute brings together 
a panel of specialists and 
a range of service in all 
areas related to heart dis-
ease, which range from 
screening and diagnostic 
procedures to emergency 
and ongoing treatment for 
heart attacks and chronic 
heart disease. These ser-
vices are provided at the 
Hospital’s specialized 
laboratories and clinical 
units, on both an inpatient 
and outpatient basis.

The Institute’s staff of 
physicians includes spe-
cialists in all areas of car-
diology interventional car-
diology, electrophysiology 
(using electrical technol-
ogy to measure and treat 
heart problems), and car-
diac (heart) surgery. Re-

ferrals to these specialists 
or to cardiac programs 
and services available can 
be made through an indi-
vidual’s primary care phy-
sician or can be requested 
through the Institute’s re-
ferral service.  All of this 
allows patients to come to 
one place for all heart-re-
lated health needs.

“NYM treats heart at-
tacks and heart conditions 
with expert specialists and 
advanced technology, but 
we go beyond that to con-
nect patients to all forms 

of prevention and care to 
keep the heart healthy. 
Heart disease has been 
the leading cause of death 
in America for almost 100 
years, and there is no rea-
son to wait until a serious 
condition develops to get 
serious about your heart 
health.”’

To find a physician 
affiliated with New York 
Methodist Hospital’s In-
stitute for Cardiology 
and Cardiac Surgery, 
call 1.866.84.HEART 
(866.844.3278).

Beyond Calculation:  
NYM Cardiologists Help Seniors 

Prevent Heart Disease
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TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!** TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

TAKE 
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TO 46TH ST 
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QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6 1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6

MALIBU'11 CHEVY

Stk# 69396, 18k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Stk# 72824, 36k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$99BUY 
FOR:

$103BUY 
FOR:

$199BUY 
FOR:

COROLLA s'12 TOYOTA

PILOT 
EX

'09 HONDA

EDGE
'11 FORDACCORD LX'12 HONDA

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115BUY 
FOR: Stk# 82896, 51k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$147BUY 
FOR:

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 29k miles, Stk#78422

RAV4 
4WD

'10 TOYOTA

CIVIC
'10 HONDA

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$9,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$10,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$14,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$16,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

$17,995 PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#73241

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 35k miles, Stk#74688

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#84619

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#73236

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 16k miles, Stk#76311

CRUZE
'12 CHEVY $9,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 59k miles, Stk#2788

CAMRY 
'12 TOYOTA

SIENNA
'11 TOYOTA

MAXIMA
'12 NISSAN

PATHFINDER
'12 NISSAN

SONATA
'11 HYUNDAI $8,995 PLUS TAX 

& TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 42k miles, Stk#83604

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2006 Nissan Altima, 6K TMU 65610 $6,995
 2009 Honda Accord EX, 40k 65124 $7,995
 2009 Chevy Cobalt, 56k  65308 $7,995 
 2010 Nissan Sentra, 46k 68559 $7,995
 2012 Hyundai Elantra, 15k 79461 $8,995 
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2010 Chrysler Sebring, 38k 61787 $9,995
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2007 Lexus ES350, 34k 2242 $19,995
 2009 Acura MDX, 31k 73459 $22,888
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
 

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of 
$10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 
exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000, must show proof of tax return. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of 
$10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some 
exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined.  §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000, must show proof of tax return. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, 

Call 877-356-5030
If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 

For Complimentary Pick Up.

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^ E
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Rock the 
crop top

How to look fab sporting this fad
BY NATALIE Y. HENRY

You don’t have to be 
Rihanna to rock a 
crop-top. The key to 

sporting this trend is fi nd-
ing one that suits you and 
your body type. Crop tops 
usually end at the small of 
your waist just above your 
belly button and can be 
tasteful.  

The playful crop top 
that Belle Thorne is wear-
ing, for instance, hits the 
small of her waist and the 
bold print widens her petite 
frame, so the pattern helps 
to create an illusion. 

“If you have a smaller 
bust, your crop top should 
be shorter, falling right 
on the diaphragm,” says 
Shaunya Hartley, a fash-
ion stylist and blogger who 
has worked with the likes 
of Usher and Lauryn Hill. 

“If you are small, choose a 
print. It will give the illu-
sion of being fuller.” 

Prints are also great for 
expression of your person-
ality. Yet, if you do choose a 
print, be sure to keep your 
make-up neutral to avoid 
taking away from the look. 

Plus-size girls should 
wear crop tops that hit the 
small of the waist, paired 
with a high waist skirt like 
Rachel Antonoff. Prints, 
surprisingly, can also be 
a curvy-girl’s best friend 
— if she chooses the right 
one. Make sure to keep the 
prints small. Small prints 
can add a visual blam! to 
your outfi t, so don’t go over-
board. 

“Prints are like an ac-
cessory,” says Hartley. 
“Also, take one the colors 
from the pattern and ac-

cent it with similar-colored 
makeup.”

Girls with an athletic 
build should choose a crop 
top with a little support. 

“If you have broad shoul-
ders, choose a crop top with 
thick straps,” says Hart-

ley. “Also consider a choice 
with some structure to cre-
ate a waistline,” says Hart-
ley. Fresh-faced Lucy Hale 
looks adorable in her wide-
strapped crop top paired 
with an A-line skirt focus-
ing all the attention on her 

waist, good for those who 
want a curvy look.

If you don’t want to feel 
overexposed, try a high-
waist skirt paired with a 
crop top, like Marion Cotil-
lard. She opted for a whim-
sical, trendy fl oral version 

that shows just a slither 
of skin. Jessie Ware looks 
statuesque in her black 
crop top and matching 
skirt. The embellished long 
sleeves add just the right 
amount of sparkle and elon-
gate her limbs.

ATHLETIC

Lucy Hale
Associated Press / 

Jordan Strauss

CURVY 

Rachel Antonoff 
Associated Press / 

Evan Agostini

CONSERVATIVE 

Marion Cotillard 
Associated Press / 

Jordan Strauss

SHORT

Jessie Ware 
Associated Press / 

Joel Ryan

THIN

Belle Thorne 
Associated Press / 

Jordan Strauss

14 & 20 passenger  
Escalades

2 HOURS 
FREE
if booked 

before 
April 30th

NEW!

Limo Party Bus

6 & 12 passenger
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a 
TWIST 
of FATE
What braided hairstyle 

should you wear? 

BY ELYSE WANSHEL
1) What’s the last thing 
you texted?

a) A picture of a pretty 
fl ower growing out of a 
crack in the sidewalk.

b) “Yolo”
c) An inside-joke 

haiku.
d) “I’ll give u my calc 

notes after 3rd per, but I 
need them back by 5th, 
OK?”

e) “TTYL”

2) If you could have a 
super power it would 
be…

a) Invisibility
b) Shape shifter
c) Flight
d) Telepathy
e) Super strength

3) Your idea of a dream 
date is …

a) Movie and a quiet 
dinner where the two 
of you can really get to 
know one another.

b) Skydiving!
c) Going to a weird 

event you stumbled upon 
in the local alt weekly.

d) A competitive game 
of skee ball at an arcade.

e) Surf lessons for two.

4) The last movie you 
loved was…

a) “The Way Way 
Back”

b) “The Lego Movie”
c) “Frances Ha”
d) “Frozen”
e) “The Hunger 

Games: Catching Fire”

5) The fi rst animal you 
want to see at the zoo 
is a…

a) Panda
b) Otter
c) Penguin
d) Elephant
e) Cheetah

6) What’s the fi rst 
thing you would do 
when the zombie apoc-
alypse hits…

a) Hide!
b) Find the nearest 

Twinkie factory and have 
some fun before you’re 
bitten.

c) Stock up on duct 
tape, it can be handy and 
you can be crafty.

d) Bunker down in 
your basement packed to 
the brim with supplies.

e) Add knife throwing 
to your workout regimen.

7) If you could have a 
theme song it would be…

a) One Direction’s 
“What Makes You Beauti-
ful”

b) Icona Pop’s “I Love It”
c) Ylvis’ “What Does 

the Fox Say?”
d) Beyonce’s “Run the 

World”
e) Katy Perry’s “Roar”

8) When you want to 
pig out, your go-to 
munchie is…

a) Your grandmother’s 
oatmeal cookies.

b) A plate of fries that 
you can share.

c) Nutella dripped in 
anything that happens to 
be lying around.

d) You don’t ever over 
eat, but you do like a slice 
of pizza every now and 
again.

e) A Ballpark Frank 
with all the fi xings.

9) When you’re upset, 
you let off steam by …

a) Listening to music.
b) Calling your best 

friend.
c) Putting paint on a 

canvas.  
d) Reading a good book.
e) Going to a yoga class.

Answers on page 45

BY JENNI D.

Hey, guys! Getting 
ready for your 
fi rst prom? Well, I 

have some great news for 
you! I’m what some people 
would call a prom pro — 
I’ve been to four of them. I 
want to help make prom an 
unforgettable experience 
for you, so here are some 
helpful tips!

Don’t panic! 
Whether it’s fi nding a 

date, buying a dress, or 
picking a fabulous hair-
style, there’s nothing to 
worry about. Everything 
will come together in the 
end. Don’t stress — it’s only 
prom!

Ask your date 
in a cute way 

It doesn’t matter if you’re 
a guy or girl — be creative. 
Show your date that you 
care. Your date deserves a 
nice invitation, whether it’s 
giving her fl owers with a 
note or asking him in front 
of your math class. 

Book appointments
in advance

The day of prom is hec-
tic. Hair salons get booked 
quickly, so make sure you 
get a defi nite spot for the big 
day. I’d advise you to make 
an appointment … now!

Make sure your 
dress fi ts

It might sound like 
common sense, but make 
sure your dress is comfort-
able and fi ts you perfectly 
before you buy it. Don’t 
go for something that’s a 
little uncomfortable just 
because you like the way 
it looks. You’ll have more 
fun and enjoy your night if 
you’re comfortable. Prom 
is about your experience, 
not what others think of 
you.

Communicate 
with your date

Prom should be fun for 
both of you, so it’s impor-
tant to stay on the same 
page. Let your date know 
what you want, ask him 

the same, and if there are 
any issues, come to a com-
promise. Make sure to keep 
your date in the loop at all 
times. Inform him of any 
plans — big or small — 
from cost of limo and after 
party, to what color dress 
you’ll be wearing. Speak-
ing of clothes, make sure 
your outfi ts coordinate. 
You don’t want to clash…in 
any kind of way! 

The earlier, 
the better! 

Get ready early! Plan 
your appointments for the 
late morning or early af-
ternoon. Make sure you’re 
ready an hour before you 
have to leave the house, this 
way you won’t rush and you 
can avoid last-minute pan-
icking.

Plan a pre-prom
Give yourself and your 

friends a couple of hours 
to take pictures before the 
prom starts. This way, 
you, your family, and your 
friends have an opportu-

nity to capture some memo-
ries with the camera before 
the fun begins!

Be prepared! 
Bring a little purse or a 

clutch with you. Make sure 
you have lip-gloss, your 
phone, a camera, a mirror, 
mints, and any other little 
things you think you might 
need — even a Band-Aid for 
blisters if you’re not used to 
wearing heels.

Be appropriate
Even though it seems 

like a huge party with all 
of your friends, the prom 
is still a school function. 
Be respectful towards the 
school staff, dance appro-
priately, and leave a good 
impression!

Enjoy yourself! 
Never lose sight that it’s 

only the prom! It’s nothing 
to stress over. Most of the 
fun is in the preparation, 
anyway! Just enjoy your 
date, your friends, and 
make the best of it!

the PROM PRO
A teen expert off ers advice

Associated Press / Richard Foreman Jr.

TAKE OUR QUIZ!
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TUXEDOWORLD
Tuxedos, Ties, Shirts, Shoes & Vests Since 1985

$50.00 OFF 
any prom rental

BOOK PRIOR TO MARCH 31, 2014 
AND GET AN ADDITIONAL $10.00 OFF

2791 Richmond Avenue, Staten Island, NY (Near the mall)

718-698-4859

BKPretzels.com 718.439.5100

           7504 5th Ave, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn

PARTY TRAYS
For all Occasions

with DELICIOUS DIPS
Chocolate, Caramel, Cheddar, 
Jalapeño Cheddar, Ranch, 
Spicy Ranch, Honey Dijon, and
Yellow or Brown Mustard

Call for Special Wholesale Pricing

FIND US ON FACEBOOK
   6 Passenger Limo – Starting at $650 for 12 hours 

8 Passenger $800 for 12 hours
Please call for our specialty limousines

Plus 20% Gratituty Charge
Visit our Website at:

PuleoLimousines.com

                                             At
                       Four Star
                      LIMOUSINES 

we believe you deserve the best for your special 
day, which is why you can always expect 
prompt, professional, courteous service 

as well as properly dressed and groomed chauffeurs, 
who are there for your  every need and comfort!

A family run limo service, 
dedicated to satisfying 
our customers 
since 1986.

Registered with Nassau County TLC

   PROM
   SPECIAL

Call for 10%

Discount

with mention 

of ad

800.358.5919    516.482.0470    718.507.4211
New York’s Best Limousine Service

All new model                                 Lincoln 4-8 Passenger
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If you got mostly As

You should wear a French side braid 
People may perceive you as shy but you’re more 

complex than that.
You have a lot of interests, talents, and opinions you 

keep bottled up and only share with those you trust 
and respect. Try a side French braid like AnnaSophia 
Robb’s — it may appear simple, but with closer inspec-
tion you can see that it is a multifaceted ’do utilizing 
numerous braids and a lot of skill. Plus, the look will 
also pull your hair elegantly out of your face, accentu-
ating your inquisitive eyes.

If you got mostly Bs

You should wear a fi shtail braid
You are out-going and chatty — a true extrovert. You 

also have a wild side and crave spontaneity and chaos. 
Your many friends can fi nd you anywhere from your 
local Starbucks working on your gossip column for the 
school newspaper, an improv class, at the mall chilling 
with your girls, or moshing at a punk rock show. You 
like to let your hair down and have fun, so try a fl irty 
fi shtail braid like American Idol’s Jessica Sanchez.

If you got mostly Cs

You should wear a braided crown
One day you’ll be composing a song on a piccolo and 

the next teaching yourself how to blow glass. You’re 
constantly buzzing with creative energy and not afraid 
to be yourself, which is often times a little silly. You tend 
to fl y by the seam of your pants and because of this, you 
should defi nitely rock a boho-inspired braided crown 
like Sarah Hyland. The pretty hairstyle represents 
your free-spirited personality with it’s loose strands 
and will stay in place regardless of your post-party ex-
tracurricular activities, which can be anything from 
riding around in your friend’s convertible blasting 
tunes, doing a little karaoke, or climbing a tree.

If you got mostly Ds

You should wear a braided headband 
You probably carry a fi rst aid beauty kit in your 

well-organized purse, started an afterschool Key Club, 
and have been on honor roll since kindergarten, haven’t 
you? A Type-A Personality to the umpteenth degree, 
you’ve got your head screwed on straight and always 
have your eye on the prize. The phrase “salon appt.” 
pops up on your iPhone calendar every six to 10 weeks, 
so try a simple braided headband like Bella Thorne in 
order to show off your gorgeously maintained locks.

If you got mostly Es

You should wear a braided bun 
Spunky and sporty, you’re always on the go. And 

because of your active lifestyle, you are a no fuss kind 
of girl. You’d much rather be at fi eld hockey practice or 
working on perfecting your roundhouse kick than deal-
ing with your hair. You’re a ponytail girl by heart, so try 
professional cheerleader Taylour Paige’s cute braided 
bun. The hairstyle rings true to your look but adds an 
extra pinch pretty, perfect for your special occasion.

Continued from page 42

(A) Associated Press / Richard Shotwell; (B) Associated Press / Chris Pizzell; 
(C, E) Associated Press / Jordan Strauss; (D) Associated Press / Richard Shotwell  

A

B

C

D

E

 Authentic Italian Cuisine 
  Inspired by the Sea
 Upscale, Casual Atmosphere 

  on the Bay
 Wood-Fired, Brick Oven 

  Specialties

Private Party Room Available

2902 Emmons Avenue
Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn 

(Just off the Belt Parkway)
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

718.332.8494
On-Premises Parking

CATERING PARTIES, 
WEDDINGS AND SHOWERS

From an elegant lunch 
to a black-tie affair, we’ll help you 
create a memorable reception.
Our beautiful banquet rooms 

can comfortably accommodate 
up to 120 guests in an intimate, 

gracious setting.

Contact Our Banquet Manager 
to Customize Your Affair

A delicious place to dine and unwindQUIZ RESULTS



CO
UR

IE
R L

IF
E, 

M
AR

. 7
–1

3,
 2

01
4

46

B

G

M

what is your

PROM 
STYLE?

BY ELYSE WANSHEL

A re you too busy cramming for fi nals, 
hitting home runs, or learning how 
to silk screen while playing the har-

monica (we’re looking at you, most unique!) 
to fi gure out what you’re wearing to prom? 
No worries! We’ve compiled a list of typical 
high school class superlatives and matched 
each with the perfect dress for prom. Look 
up whatever title you’ve been nominated for 
and get inspired:

Most likely to succeed

Bright colors and lace illusions are all the rage 
this year. Look as stellar as your GPA in a smart, 
short dress like Allison Williams’s, which will 
show off your incredible knowledge … of fashion!

Associated Press / Matt Sayles

Class sweetheart

Give your peers a visual cavity in a sweet dress 
like Hannah Simone’s. Frilly, white, and as light 
as a feather, an effervescent dress like this will 
make you look like the angel you truly are.

Associated Press / Jordan Strauss

Most stylish

Your look? It’s yours. You own it and always 
look fl awlessly put together, chic, and cool. Look 
to fashionistas like Lily Collins, who looks daring 
and modern in this white-hot cut out dress. 

Associated Press / Dan Steinberg
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Most likely to hug a tree

Nothing makes you happier than being out in 
nature on a lovely spring day — and your dress 
should refl ect that. Try a sky blue dress adorned 
with fl owers paired with some pretty, earth-toned 
neutral shoes, just like Crystal Reed.

Associated Press / Dan Steinberg

Class rebel

Glitter makes you bitter and frills make you 
ill. Try something sleek, sheer, and dark like this 
beautiful, black gown worn by Kylie Jenner. Add 
a touch of leather to solidify your bad gal rep.

Associated Press / Jordan Strauss

Most athletic

You’ve earned MVP, now earn Most Vivacious 
Prom-goer by showing off the gorgeous body you 
earned from hours of after-school practice. Sport 
an outfi t that fl aunts your well-sculpted shoulders 
and toned curves by wearing a clingy, fl owing, 
fi gure-hugging frock just like Nina Dobrev. 

Associated Press / Dan Steinberg

Most attractive

Hey, prom queen! Look like high school royalty 
in a gold-and-white fl oral gown with a fl owing, 
tulle skirt and a romantic corset just like Kerry 
Washington’s pretty number. All that’s missing is 
a dashing prince! 

Associated Press / Dan Steinberg

Most unique

Most likely you will fi nd a ton of cool (and 
cheap!) prom dresses at your local thrift shop dur-
ing a well-needed break from writing your second 
screenplay — but what dress should you choose? 
How about one that represents your style on your 
own terms, like Lena Dunham who symbolizes 
her standout personality with this loud yet chic 
Prada dress.

Associated Press / Scott Kirkland

Most likely to become president

You know how to get a vote, Miss Student Body 
President, now learn how to get attention! Wear 
a brightly colored dress with distinctive details 
like Lupita Nyong’o. Make sure to use a color that 
contrasts nicely with your skin tone in order to 
stand out — just like your name on a ballot.

Associated Press / Paul A. Hebert
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BY NATALIE HENRY

 Kendall Jenner  passed 
up a chance to take 75 
of her closest friends 

to the Bahamas for her 
Sweet 16. Instead she had 
a low-key party at a Holly-
wood hotel, where she asked 
her guests to bring toys for 
sick kids at Children’s Hos-
pital in Los Angeles. 

Jenner proves that big-
ger isn’t always better. A 
charitable party doesn’t 
have to take away from your 
special day, like your bar or 
bat mitzvah — it only en-
hances it. 

Here are some ideas that 
you could use to give back 
without giving up the spot-
light:

• A popular option for 
charitable parties is hav-
ing guests bring donations. 

Donations don’t necessarily 
have to be monetary; it could 
be anything, depending on 
the needs of your charity. 
While you and your guest 
dine on prepared foods, there 
are so many people that go 
without. This is where you 
could make a difference — 
have your guest bring in 
non-perishables, like canned 
food. Your donations can go 
to  Feeding America,  a large 
hunger-relief charity that 
feeds those in need through 
a nationwide network of food 
banks. You could also give 
donations to a local char-
ity and help bolster those in 
your own community. Ask-
ing guests to clean out their 
packed pantries and bring 
their unwanted non-per-
ishables to your party may 
seem like a very small ges-

ture, but it can have a huge 
impact on someone who is 
truly in need.

• Haven’t worn those 
skinny jeans in a while? 
Chances are you probably 
won’t be reaching for them 
anytime soon. Maybe your 
friends also have some 
clothes they no longer wear. 
This is the perfect opportu-
nity to turn your party into 
a clothes drive. Have guests 
bring their gently worn 
clothing and accessories to 
be donated to the  Salvation 
Army . This can be win-win 
situation — you and your 
friends will have cleaner 
closets and you’re helping 
the less fortunate.

• If you’re an eco-friendly 
teen and want others to join 
the cause, your party is the 
perfect platform. Check to 

see if any of your local parks 
need help planting trees. 
Then take your party to the 
great outdoors and have a 
tree-planting party — this 
could be a great way to bond 
and get fresh air. Not the 
outdoorsy type but still care 
about the environment? 
Make sure your party ma-
terials are as green as possi-
ble. Replace physical invites 
with e-invitations using 
websites like  punchbowl , 
 Evite ,  pingg . Instead of buy-
ing imported food or fl owers, 
hit up your local farmer’s 
market for fresh, seasonal 

selections. Another easy 
way to keep things green is 
in lieu of gifts, have guests 
donate money in your name 
to an organization like  Love 
Trees , which makes sure 
kids all over the world have 
trees by planting them in 
countries like Zambia, Ke-
nya, Malawi, and Haiti. 

• Are you an animal 
lover? Giving to the furry 
and feathered would be the 
purr-fect cause. Animal 
shelters and many other or-
ganizations like the  ASPCA  
depend on volunteers and 
donations to function, so ev-

ery little bit of kibble helps. 
Have your guests bring ani-
mal food, pet supplies, and 
toys for animal shelters. 

A charity party is a great 
way to share something 
that you believe in with 
your friends and family. Ev-
eryone knows that you are 
special, but this displays 
to your loved ones that you 
are truly becoming a well-
rounded adult. Just keep in 
mind that there is no dona-
tion too small — every bit 
helps! And nothing brings 
people closer together like a 
common cause.

Kendall Jenner is the kind-hearted, kid-sister of the Kardashian clan. Associated Press / Chris Pizzello

Philantropic 
festivities

A truly ‘sweet’ Sweet 16

Please join us on Thursday, March 27, 2014 
for our Bridal Showcase

EVENT RUNS FROM:

CALL OR EMAIL OUR OFFICE TO RESERVE SEATING:

Valet Parking Available
Free Admission, so call early to reserve space. 

(3 Person maximum per reservation)

LOCATED AT:

OFFICE HOURS ARE: 

VISIT US ON OUR WEBSITE:

Bay Ridge Manor
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Servicing All Areas Of New York & New Jersey
37 New Dorp Plaza, Staten Island 

Featuring

 ESCALADE  HUMMER  LINCOLN STRETCH  PARTY BUS

Great Proms
SHOWCASE: 
Other Days Call for Appointment

Begin With Special Moments

Book Before
April 15th, 2014

Get 2 Hours
FREE

26 Passenger Party Bus40 Passenger Party Bus

Sweet 16s  |  Quinceañeras  |  Small Weddings  |  Engagements  |  Showers  |  Rehearsal Dinners

FASHION HEADQUARTERS

Over
50 Years

In
Business!

STORE 
HOURS:

Mon., Wed., 
Fri., Sat. 10–6

Tues., Thurs. 10–9
Sun. 11–5

Lestan,
Home of 
Designer Fashions
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BY ELIZABETH MICHAELSON

Wedding venue-
wise, you may 
fi nd the local 

VFW Hall as appealing as 
a bottle of Budweiser. You 
want something cool and 
unique — a place that reso-
nates with you and your fi -
ance, is within your budget, 
can host all your guests, 
provides essential features 
(dance fl oor, seating, and ar-
eas for a ceremony, bar, and 
food prep), and, most im-
portantly, is not at all hum-
drum. Keep all that in mind, 
and use these tips on how to 
unearth a gem of a spot:

Think with 
your heart

First and foremost, 
think about the places in 
New York that you truly 
love — or even the specifi c 
spot where the two of you 
fell in love.

“To fi nd your ideal wed-
ding setting, allow your-
self to think outside the 
box,” says Denyse Galiothe, 
founder and owner of  Events 
With Intention , a boutique 
New York City-based event-
planning company. “Con-
sider non-traditional spaces, 
like a favorite restaurant, 
park, or perhaps the mu-
seum or art gallery where 
you had your fi rst date.”

If nothing comes to mind, 
Galiothe suggests asking 
yourself the following ques-
tions: “What is the most 
meaningful setting you can 
imagine exchanging your 
vows? Is there a beach club, 
farm, broad tree canopy, or 
perhaps a distinct view that 
must be the backdrop for 
your vows?”  

Make a list
Once you have an idea of 

what you’re looking for, pri-
oritize.

“Try to identify what 
features are a ‘must’ ver-
sus what can be sacrifi ced,” 
says Galiothe. “Perhaps you 
would prefer to exchange 
vows during a certain sea-
son of the year or you wish 
to have specifi c outdoor ele-
ments in your wedding cer-
emony photographs.” 

Write down the three 
most important aspects 
your venue needs to have 
and then stick to those key 
factors. And if you are hav-
ing diffi culty pinning down 
exactly what these factors 
should be, try distinguish-
ing what kind of vibe or style 
you would like your wed-
ding to have — casual, tra-
ditional, grandiose, quirky, 
rustic, modern, bohemian, 
classic, or personalized? 
This can help you identity 
what details a venue needs 
to have. 

For instance, if you want 
something casual and bo-
hemian, you may want to 
get married barefoot — and 
if you want to get married 
barefoot, you need to fi nd 
a location where it will be 
comfortable to forgo the 
Manolo Blahniks.

“Identifying non-nego-
tiables, taste-wise can be in-
valuable during your entire 
wedding planning process,” 
Galiothe points out.

Get chatty
It is also wise to talk to 

friends and colleagues who 
entertain regularly — espe-
cially ones who have gotten 
married recently or are ac-

tive in business, charitable, 
or social organizations. 
These are people who are 
the most likely out of your 
social circle to be familiar 
with local event spaces and 
what each has to offer. 

“One of the most useful 
resources might be wed-
ding industry profession-
als,” adds Galiothe. This in-
cludes local event planners, 
fl orists, bakers, caterers, 
even the staff at the shop 
where you just bought your 
wedding dress. 

Connect the dots
Basically, once you’ve 

found one wedding profes-
sional you like, she will 
most likely be part of a well-
connected professional web 
of other knowledgeable wed-
ding vendors that are often 
great sources for insider in-
formation.

“A fl orist can be your key 
to fi nding a unique venue,” 
confi rms Alexander Balikas 
Fell of New York City’s  Ster-
ling Fell Florist and Special 
Events . “Not only do fl orists 
do events, but they have cli-
ents in all sorts of interest-
ing corners of the city. And 

a fl orist often has a vast cli-
entele that they can use to 
make you, and themselves, 
look good!”

For instance, Fell once 
connected two clients who 
were from completely dif-
ferent walks of life.

“I had a client who 
wanted a truly unique, yet 
elegant and sophisticated 
New York wedding venue. 
I told her about [one of my 
clients] the  Ukrainian In-
stitute of America ,” says 
Fell. “After a few calls and 
texts, my client had an ap-
pointment to preview this 
iconic New York mansion, 
a venue that holds one wed-
ding a month at the most — 
and is not advertised in any 
traditional wedding collat-
eral.”

Photographers are an-
other excellent resource for 
information about lesser-
known venues.

“I see all kinds of 
spaces,” says  Sofi a Negron , 
who has been shooting wed-
dings and events profes-
sionally for 10 years. “I get 
to see places that may be 
perfect for a runway fash-
ion show but aren’t your 

typical wedding venue.” 
The casual observer may 

overlook spots like photo 
studios, lofts, restaurants, 
nightclubs, ballrooms, and 
rooftops, but an established 
local photographer will 
know about them — and can 
help you visualize their po-
tential. 

Get personal 
with professionals

Don’t be afraid to create 
a bond with your wedding 
vendors. 

“I build a strong relation-
ship with my clients, so I 
know and understand what 
they really like,” says Ne-
gron. “I can suggest things 
they may not have thought 
about because I know their 
personalities, and what’s 
out there.”

For instance, Negron 
was able to recommend a 
few options to a couple who 
wanted a non-traditional 
wedding venue that could 
support lots of dancing, 
cocktails, and their own ca-
terer. 

“I sent them several sug-
gestions before they settled 
on a dance studio with gor-

geous brick walls, high 
ceilings, and the freedom 
to bring in whatever they 
wanted,” says Negron.

Keep in mind that pho-
tographers also go to vari-
ous networking events, 
where they meet all kinds of 
venue owners. 

“We learn about new 
spaces that may not be on 
the radar yet,” says Ne-
gron.

Professionals you be-
come close to, like photogra-
phers and fl orists, may also 
know about venues that can 
pose problems for couples. 
Clients talk about their ex-
periences, and wedding pro-
fessionals are more likely 
to be aware of sites where 
service or facilities are less 
than stellar — and they’re 
happy to share their knowl-
edge with you.

So, even if you want to 
get married on a boat, in 
a moat, with a goat — you 
can have whatever you like 
just so long as you’re savvy 
about your search.

“Trust that your ideal 
wedding venue exists,” says 
Galiothe. “And we can lo-
cate it together!”

Unearthing a gem

Coney Island Boardwalk Stak Wedding Photography

Brooklyn Winery Jacob Arthur Studio

Here’s some tips on how to fi nd a unique wedding venue
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Three Distinctly Decorated Rooms
Accomodating 30–150 People

We Offer Several Catering Menus To Select From...

www.GreenHouseCafe.com

718-833-8200 

Perf ect for “your” Party

A Blend of Tradition & Tre nds

The wedding officiant had just married 
them when Lori Rivera turned to her hus-
band, John, and said, “You could do that.” 

A bit baffled he asked, “Do what?”
“Become a wedding officiant,” she said.
So six months later, he earned his offici-

ant license, took a number of courses related 
to ordination and marriage, and officially 
became Rev. John, ordained through the Uni-
versal Life Church. It was the start of a new 
career. Both Lori and Rev. John went on to be-
come certified marriage educators, affiliated 
with the National Marriage Center, offering 
information and advice to couples who plan 
to marry. 

It has been a labor of love that has grown 
into a business called, The Wedding Shoppe 
of Brooklyn, a quaint place that offers cou-
ples personalized service for all wedding 
needs. Couples come for marriage education 
and to speak with Rev. John about their wed-
ding ceremonies. But they also come to shop 
for items like invitations, favors, champagne 
flutes, sign-in books, garters, ring pillows, 
and most of all, for bridal jewelry. 

In fact, bridal jewelry — items such as 
shiny, rhinestone necklaces, earrings, and 
bracelets — is the reason why Rev. John and 
Lori opened a storefront. In the early days, 
they worked out of their home, concentrat-
ing solely on educating and ceremonies. But 

brides would ask them, “Where can I find 
bridal jewelry?” 

Eventually Lori said to John, “Let’s find 
out where we can get some nice jewelry that 
we can sell at reasonable prices.” So they did. 

They started showing brides one jewelry 
showcase of treasures. It quickly grew to two 
showcases. Then, John had to build three 
shelves in his living room to accommodate 
everything. One day, as he watched the foot-
ball game surrounded by bridal jewelry, he 
had an epiphany.  

“It was time to branch out into a place of 
business.” Today, The Wedding Shoppe of 
Brooklyn offers a tremendous amount of mer-
chandise inside a small space.  

Working with Lori, growing a business to-
gether, keeps the couple close. 

“It roots us into the business of helping 
people stay married, and also helps us stay 
married,” says Rev. John. “It is very reward-
ing.”

Rev. John has performed more than 400 
ceremonies since officiating his first wedding 
on March 19, 2011. For that one, he had placed 
an ad on Craig’s list, and a couple responded, 
asking to be married at the top of the Brook-
lyn Bridge. 

“I had to fetch two tourists to be wit-
nesses,” said Rev. John. “They were delighted 
to be part of a wedding in Brooklyn, NY.” 

Since then, he has married 20 members of 

the same family, and people re-
view him on the popular website, 
WeddingWire.com. 

Non-denomination weddings 
appear to be growing, and Rev. 
John fulfills the need. Religious 
ceremonies can be costly, and 
since many people are marry-
ing for the second time, meeting 
requirements that allow them to 
marry again can also be costly 
and time-consuming.

People may be looking at wed-
dings differently as well. 

“We are a melting pot of cul-
tures,” says Rev. John. “A wed-
ding should be a celebration 
of joy, happiness, love, and ro-
mance. Sometimes religious cer-
emonies are about a solemn oath. 
Modern thinking is different.”

 Ironically, Rev. John was a pro-boxer for 
11 years. In his early 20s, he drew 10,000 peo-
ple to see him box. 

“I would look around the room, and say ‘I 
can’t believe I made it in this business.’ ”

Now, in his 50s, he is experiencing deja vu. 
He recently performed a wedding at Pier 61 in 
Manhattan, and the ceremony was such that 
he found himself standing next to the groom, 
behind a curtain. When the curtain opened, 
450 people were staring at him, waiting to 

hear his words. He turned to Lori and said, “I 
can’t believe I made it in this business.”

The Wedding Shoppe 
of Brooklyn [1808A Har-
ing St. between Avenues 
R and S in Marine Park, 
(347) 492–3470]. Open Mon-
days through Fridays, 
noon–7:30 pm; Saturdays, 
11 am–4:30 pm; Sundays, 
by appointment.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

The Wedding Shoppe of Brooklyn helps couples with all planning needs
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“The Name Says it All”
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BY COURIER STAFF
We give Brooklyn news 

its dues: The Beatles rein-

carnated as three fab gals 

from the Land of the Ris-

ing Sun, a junkie blogger 

reviewing lethal smack, 

and the leggiest gal in 

the universe, were among 

our bold, brow-raising 

reports that gave readers 

their news fi x last month. 

Read on, as Month In Re-

view recaps these and 

other top stories from 

February.

Hey, girl: The Clover 
might not have the same 
ring as the Fab Four, but 
that didn’t stop a Japanese, 
all-female Beatles cover 
band from zooming across 
the Pacifi c to the Branded 
Saloon in Park Slope for its 
U.S.  debut . The Fab Three 
— a George Harrison stand-
in was a no-show — made 
the guest gig to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of 
their mop-topped mentors’ 
appearance on the Ed Sul-
livan Show back on Feb. 9, 
1964.

Crack report: Philip 
Seymour Hoffman had a 
monkey on his back when 
he died from a heroin over-
dose last month, but read-
ers of a  dope-sharing web-
site  went ape over the “Ace 
of Hearts” junk that killed 
the Oscar-winner, giving it 
a 7.5 rating for overall qual-
ity. The pseudonymous blog 
Jynxie’s Natural Habitat 
claims to keep heroin users 
safe by sharing informa-
tion about drug potency and 
delivering the lowdown on 
smack stamped with logos, 
such as the “Ace of Hearts” 
and “Ace of Spades” enve-
lopes found in Hoffman’s 
Manhattan pad.

Wham gams: Ma-
rine Park beauty Brooke 
Banker’s  47-inch pins  gave 
Brooklyn a leg up on the 
world’s long-limbed lasses. 
The New York Post re-
ported 5-foot-11 Banker was 
head and shoulders above 
6-foot-1 British model Al-
exandra Robertson, whose 
pulchritudinous poles also 
stack up to 47 inches. The 

reason? The Brooklynkite 
is proportionally 66 percent 
leg, while the Brit is just 64 
percent, giving her a toe-
hold on the lofty claim.

Snow tragedy: The Po-
lar Vortex wrought death 
in Brighton Beach when an 
elderly man was struck and 
 killed  by a backhoe that was 
clearing snow at the Oceana 
condominium. Stanislav 
Chernyshov, 73, was cross-
ing Oceana Terrace near 
his home around noon 
when the snow-removal ve-
hicle backed up between 
Oceana Drive West and 
Brighton Beach Avenue and 
fatally struck him. Cherny-
shov was pronounced dead 
on arrival at Coney Island 
Hospital. The driver of the 
privately-operated snow-
plow was not charged.

Emotionally strung: 

Innovative Vermont puppe-
teers proved their show was 
no child’s play when they 
took to the stage at Irondale 
Ensemble Project in Fort 
Greene, using marionettes 
to highlight the creative 
abilities of elderly people 
with late-stage  dementia . 
Sandglass Theater’s “D-
Generation: An Exaltation 
of Larks” depicted puppe-

teers performing the roles 
of caregivers while con-
trolling realistic-looking, 
wheelchair-bound mari-
onettes as patients. The 
story moved between con-
versations among the group 
and the characters’ inner 
thoughts.

Fowl play: Albany’s 
plan to  eradicate  New York’s 
mute swan population by 
2030 ruffl ed the feathers of 
Assemblyman Steven Cym-
browitz (D–Sheepshead 
Bay), who promised to dis-
suade the state Department 
of Environmental Conser-
vation from shooting or 
gassing the state’s 2,200 
mute swans, while explor-
ing alternatives for a non-
lethal solution. State kill-
joys claim the swans are 
aggressive, displace other 
bird species, and pose an 
aviation hazard, irking ani-
mal activists who mounted 
an online petition.

Kinky hoots: Love-
birds, lovelorn singles, and 
thrillseekers courting a 
memorable time celebrated 
 Valentine’s Day  with a 
smorgasbord of Cupidesqe-
pades around town. Our 
favorites included the Shi-

Month In Review delivers the lowdown 
on the top stories from last month

COMIC AND TRAGIC: (Above) 
All-girl Japanese Beatles cover 
trio the Clover made its US de-
but at South Slope venue Fred-
dy’s Bar. (Right) Philip Seymour 
Hoffman overdosed on heroin 
that was reviewed on a Brook-
lyn drug blog.

February recap

FOR NETS TICKETS CALL 
(718) NETS-TIX 

OR VISIT BROOKLYNNETS.COM

BROOK LY N  NE T S 
FA N  OF  T HE  W E E K

Get spotted in your Brooklyn Nets gear by our photographers, 

 and we’ll put your picture in the paper!

Arthur Porter, Prospect Park South
“I like the way they play and the players they have acquired, 

making them a solid team.”
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Continued on page 58
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LATE PAGE

Honor her with 
an ad in Courier 

Life’s special 
issue published 
April 18, 2014!

Deadline April 11, 2014

For advertising information call: 
Stephanie Stellaccio: (718) 260-2575 

sstellaccio@cnglocal.com

SIZE OF ADS:
1/4V $280 (4.55 X 5) 

1/8H $150 (4.55 X 2.37)
1/12 $75 (2.97 X 2.4)

Full Page (9.25 X 10.25) $900 
1/2 Page (9.25 X 5) $450

Do you know 
one of our Women 

of Distinction?
HONOREES

Annette Fisher
Arlene Figaro

Christine Buckley Strehle
Donna Mae DePola

Rev. Dr. Emma Jordan Simpson
Irina Roizin

Jamee Schleifer
Joan Krystal Levy
Josephine Brown
Katherine Khatari
Kathleen Longo

Kimberly R. Cline
Lilya Gelfand

Lisa Jones
Martha Kamber

Monique Greenwood
Olga Novikova
Ruth Arberman

Susan Eaton
Tiffany Raspberry

Rev Dr. Valerie Oliver Durrah
Verna DuBerry Ademu-John

Victoria Mitchell
Wendy Goldstein

Dorothy Ryan
Dr. Melinda Keller, D.C.

Order Tickets for 
Family & Friends: 
$100 per person

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Jennifer Stern
(718) 260-8302

Email: 
sstellaccio@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #________________ EXP.___________ Sec. Code_____

Fax to (718) 260-2579 or Mail: 
One MetroTech Center North 10th Floor Brooklyn, NY 11201
Ticket orders must be in no later than May 12, 2014

Gala Dinner & Awards
Wednesday, May 21 at

Join us for

C O U N T R Y  C L U B  C AT E R E R S
5945 Strickland Ave, Mill Basin 

Family
BROOKLYN August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537



CO
UR

IE
R L

IF
E, 

M
AR

. 7
-13

, 2
01

4
58

B

G

M

The football fi eld-sized 
theater will be 1.5 times 
larger after the restoration, 
and the backstage area 
will take up most of that 
additional space. Ace also 
bought an adjacent com-
mercial property, which it 
will turn into a box offi ce, 
Anderson said.

There will be food and 
drinks — including alco-
hol — but management has 
not yet selected a vendor, 
said Matt Wolf, the the-

ater’s newly minted execu-
tive director. There is no 
kitchen, but the theater 
may bring in caterers for 
special events or private 
parties, he said.

And do not let the sea 
of white faces on the archi-
tectural rendering outside 
fool you. Anderson said 
Ace will make sure the 
theater programming is 
affordable and appropri-
ate for the predominately 
Caribbean and African-
American neighborhood 
around the theater, where 
the median income is 
about $40,000.

“There is incredible 
variety in the population 
within a quarter mile of 
the theater — not to men-
tion the whole of Brooklyn,” 
he said. “Ticket prices will 
be affordable for the local 
community for virtually all 
shows.”

Musical acts will include 
such genres as pop, reggae, 
and gospel, and the space 
will be available for events 
like high school gradua-
tions, Wolf said.

“We’re building a rela-
tionship with the commu-
nity,” he said. “We want to 
create a sense of ownership.”

bari rope bondage work-
shop at Williamsburg sex 
shop Shag — we’re knot 
faint-hearted — and the 
couples welding workshop 
with artist Susan Woods at 
the Brooklyn Navy Yard, 
where sweethearts forged 
hearts fused from metal 
and bonded with love. 

Karate kids: The terri-
ble twos are the perfect age 
for tempestuous tots to hone 
their  self-defense  and disci-
pline skills, claimed self-
defense experts at the Wil-
liamsburg Mixed Martial 
Arts school. They prepped 
the just-out-of-Pampers set 
on roundhouse kicks, jabs, 
and foot sweeps, while har-
nessing their focus and 
concentration skills, with 
classes aimed at fun and 
functionality — with em-
phasis on respect, respon-
sibility, and friendship. For 
now, the kids remain bliss-
fully ignorant of the brutal, 
grown-up world of pro fi ght-
ing — and champs, such 
as Georges “Rush” Saint-
Pierre and Johny “Bigg 
Rigg” Hendricks, and their 
parents claimed they intend 
to keep it that way.

Suds salute: Cheers! 
Brooklyn is offi cially the 
craft beer capital of the 
world, overfl owing with 
new breweries — the likes 
of which haven’t been seen 
in these parts since Prohibi-
tion — claim New York City 
Beer Week organizers, who 
got their froth on by tapping 
the Wythe Hotel in Wil-
liamsburg for their signa-

ture  Brewer’s Choice  night. 
At least four new breweries 
opened in Kings County in 
the past year, with several 
more set to launch soon. As 
Brooklyn’s premier week-
lies, we’re proud to say, 
“Here’s mud in yer eye.”

Ferry troubling: The 
city let the company that 
runs the East River ferry 
pier in Greenpoint — where 
a ramp  collapsed  during 
a snowstorm — perform 
its own inspections on the 
structure, and the operator 
never bothered to peek un-
der the waterline. Inspec-
tors found the India Street 
pier, gangway, and barge to 
be safe just 10 days before 
the ramp fell into the icy 
waters, the city said, but the 
assessment was not based 
on any underwater exami-

nation by the ferry corpo-
ration Billybey, according 
to our source. Billybey eye-
balls the pier weekly, but 
did not send a diver to look 
under the waterline because 
it is apparently unheard of 
for such equipment to fall 
apart two and a half years 
after being built. A spokes-
woman for the city’s Eco-
nomic Development Corpo-
ration, which oversees the 
boat-commuting service, 
said that the city was com-
mitted to ensuring riders a 
safe and reliable ferry, but 
refused to provide a copy of 
the latest inspection. INSTEAD OF JUST HANGING OUT ON SATURDAYS

I HELP KIDS HANG IN THERE

AT SCHOOL
BECAUSE I DON’T JUST WEAR THE SHIRT, I LIVE IT.
GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED®

Michael Cleveland is part of United Way’s ongoing work to 
improve the education, income, and health of our communities. 
To find out how you can help create opportunities for a better 
life for all, visit LIVEUNITED.ORG.

Continued from page 56 

Review

BEARDY BEER: (Above) Other 
Half brewery owners Matt Mo-
nahan and Samuel Richardson 
poured their Imperial Pale Ales 
at the NYC Brewer’s Choice 
event in Williamsburg. (Right) 
Phoenix Burciu-Ballen kicks at 
Stella Cris while teacher teach-
er Diego Lopez assists and Kai 
Crowley looks on. 

Continued from page 2 
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 Courier Life Classifieds call (718) 260—2555
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HARBOR WATCH
In 1968 the country was 

involved in a war, there 
were protests and civil un-
rest it was also the year that 
Santiago Erevia became a 
soldier

The year also marked 
the assinations of Martin 
Luther King Jr. and Robert 
F. Kennedy and the Viet-
nam War exploded into new 
levels of violence. As troops 
poured into ‘Nam and more 
and more young men died 
— 1968 was the deadliest 
year of the Vietnam War 
— Americans watched it 
all from their living rooms 
with anger and disgust. The 
protest movement gained 
traction. Protesters spit on 
returning soldiers, called 
them rapists and baby kill-
ers. In fact, the U.S. agreed 
to begin peace talks in 
Paris that year, due in part 
to the dwindling support at 
home.

Erevia had been scrap-
ing by, working in restau-
rants in San Antonio. The 
future stretched before him, 
an endless sea of dead-end 
job after dead-end job. So he 
volunteered. If you volun-
teered versus being drafted, 
it meant fewer years of 
service, he explained. He 
knew he would end up in 
Vietnam, but he fi gured 
the Army would give him 
a lot of opportunities he 
wouldn’t have if he stayed 
in Texas. Erevia knew what 
he was risking — a friend 
had just come home horri-
bly wounded and disfi gured 
after only a month in com-
bat and many more months 
in the hospital. 

“People take their 
chances,” Erevia said. It 
didn’t mean anything would 
happen to him.

And it didn’t. He arrived 

in country in November 
1968, and although he was 
assigned to the infantry 
-- he joked that he was too 
dumb for anything else — 
and came through Vietnam 
as a hero who will receive 
the Medal of Honor during 
a March 18 White House 
ceremony, then-Spc. 4 Er-
evia also went home almost 

unscathed. A grenade did 
send some shrapnel into his 
back, earning him a Purple 
Heart, but the wound was 
so insignifi cant that he was 
back on patrol the next day. 
Indeed, Erevia narrowly 
escaped death or maiming 
time and again, even after 
a daring mission to capture 
and ultimately kill North 

Vietnamese Army, known 
as the NVA, soldiers, for 
which he received a Bronze 
Star. The other Soldiers in 
his unit, Company C, 1st 
Battalion (Airmobile), 501st 
Infantry Regiment, 101st 
Airborne Division (Airmo-
bile), even started to joke 
about the radio-telephone 
operator’s luck.

“I was very fortunate, 
very, very fortunate,” Er-
evia admitted. “I think 
I stepped on quite a few 
mines.” One close call in-
volved a Claymore mine 
that had actually been sto-
len from Co. C: “We came 
up to a culvert, about six or 
seven feet deep,” he said. “I 
had to climb down and get 
up again. That was my sav-
ior. I helped everybody get 
up. There were three or four 
guys who went up ahead of 
me. They hit the Claymore 
mine. The front guy lost his 
leg. One guy had pellets all 
the way up his front. The 
third man had his hand bro-
ken. I was the fourth man. 
Nothing touched me. I was 
like a miracle baby.”

After Vietnam, Erevia 
fi nished his tour at Fort 
Riley, Kan., and went back 
to San Antonio, where he 
joined the Texas National 
Guard and served for an-
other 17 years. He received 
the nation’s second highest 
award for valor, the Distin-
guished Service Cross, in 
1970, and he thought that 
was the end of it. It was 
an honor, one that he was 
proud of, one that helped 
him get a good job as a mail 
carrier for the U.S. Postal 
Service (a job he held for the 
next 32 years).

So when he got a phone 
call from the White House 
a few months ago, Erevia 

HARBOR WATCH
Soldiers at the Army 

Mountain Warfare School 
in Vermont are slated to 
receive new equipment 
designed to improve their 
performance and give 
them “Spiderman-like” 
abilities. The equipment is 
part of the improved Army 
Mountaineering Kit.

The new kit, developed 
by Project Manager Sol-
dier Clothing and Individ-
ual Equipment, will help 
soldiers traverse cliffs and 
mountain faces, and cross 
snow and ice. The Army 
Mountaineering Kit will 
help soldiers function more 
effectively in harsh, high-
altitude environments 
similar to that of the moun-
tains in Afghanistan.

The kit will be fi elded 
in four kits tailored to 
meet different mission re-
quirements. These kits 
will replace the mix of 
older Army-issued equip-
ment and commercially-
available mountain gear 
currently being used by 
most units.

“Mountain combat is 
unforgiving. In addition to 

fi ghting a determined en-
emy, you are dealing with 
high altitudes, rocky and of-
ten dangerous terrain, and 
extreme temperatures,” 
said Maj. Laverne Stanley, 
assistant product manager 
for Nuclear, Biological and 
Chemical, or NBC, and 
Load Carriage Equipment. 
“The kit gives our soldiers 
the equipment they need 
to take and keep that vital 
high ground and complete 
their missions at peak lev-
els of performance.

“The kit will also pro-
vide soldiers with proven 
standardized gear which 
will simplify both training 
and logistics for units that 
specialize in mountaineer-
ing,” Stanley added. “The 
project manager worked 
closely on this effort with 
the Army Mountain War-
fare School in Jericho.”

Former sergeant major 
and Army Mountain War-
fare School chief instruc-
tor, Darren Bean, said the 
new kits for soldiers con-
tain about 80 percent of the 
same equipment that the 
Marine Corps presently 

President to bestow Medal of Honor on retired soldier

Continued on page 60Continued on page 60

Warfare school 
gets hi-tech toys

Vietnam vet to be honored

LOCK AND UNLOAD: U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Bradley Cormier, a 
supply sergeant with the Army Mountain Warfare School, in-
ventories the newly received Army Mountaineering Kits. 
 Staff Sgt. Sarah Mattison

HERO: Medal of Honor recipient Sgt. Santiago Erevia. US Army



CO
UR

IE
R L

IF
E, 

M
AR

. 7
-13

, 2
01

4
60

B

G

M

HARBOR WATCH 
Police offi cer Andre 

Joseph passed out histori-
cal information about the 
Buffalo Soldiers after he 
discussed their history 
during Career Day at PS 
187 in Bensonhurst on 
Feb. 11. 

Offi cer Joseph cel-
ebrated Black History 
Month by providing en-
couragement and inspira-
tion to the middle school-
ers. 

PS  187 [1171 65th St. 
at 12th Avenue in Benson-
hurst, (718) 236–3394]

HARBOR WATCH
Brooklyn native and 

Brooklyn Tech graduate 
Adam Simonoff is a Naval 
Surface Warfare Center 
Dahlgren Division cyberse-
curity engineer. He received 
the Department of the Navy 
Information Management–
Information Technology 
Excellence Award on Feb. 
11.

Navy Chief Information 
Offi cer Terry Halvorsen 
presented the award to USS 
Secure project lead Adam 
Simonoff for his work with 
USS Secure — a standalone 
cybersecurity test bed — 
during the Armed Forces 
Communications and Elec-
tronics Association awards 
ceremony.

“I am extremely pleased 
and proud that Adam has 
won this award as it demon-
strates his commitment and 
enthusiasm to cybersecu-
rity engineering excellence 
and to ensuring Navy com-
bat and weapon systems can 
protect, detect, character-
ize, mitigate, and recover 
from unauthorized activity, 
vulnerabilities, and cyber-
attacks,” said Chris Nerney, 
Division cyber lead.

The annual Excellence 
Awards recognize projects, 
teams and individuals that 
have helped to transform 
the Navy and Marine Corps 
through information tech-
nology.

“I feel honored to re-
ceive this award on behalf 
of all the organizations that 
collaborate on the USS Se-
cure project to defend and 
respond in the event of a 
cyberattack against our 

fl eet,” said Simonoff. “Our 
men and women in uniform 
will be able to execute their 
mission trusting their auto-
mated systems to commu-
nicate reliable information 
and return home to their 
families and loved ones.”

USS Secure’s test bed 
determines the best com-
bination of cyberdefense 
technologies to secure a na-
val combatant without im-
pacting real time deadline 
scheduled performance re-
quirements.

“This test bed enables us 
to develop, evaluate and test 
cybersecurity concepts and 
technologies to defend mis-
sion critical systems at sea 
and ashore,” said Simonoff.

The USS Secure cyber-
security test bed is a col-
laboration between the 
National Security Agency, 
Department of Defense 
Information Assurance 
Range Quantico, Combat 
Systems Direction Activ-
ity Dam Neck, Naval Sur-
face Warfare Center  Card-
erock/Philadelphia, Offi ce 
of Naval Research, Johns 
Hopkins University Applied 
Physics Lab, and Real Time 
Innovations Inc.

“The USS Secure has 
led a series of cybersecu-
rity and cyberengineer-
ing ‘fi rsts’ for the Division 
and has helped position the 
command as a leader and 
innovator for cybersecu-
rity solutions that will ben-
efi t not only our Navy but 
the Department of Defense 
community at large,” said 
Nerney.

USS Secure’s objective is 
to immunize a warfare sys-
tem against the effects of a 
cyberattack and to rapidly 
recover when the system is 
impacted.

“The success of USS Se-
cure is a direct outcome 
of Simonoff’s leadership, 
dedication and diligence,” 
according to the award 
nomination, adding that 
the project, “was conceived 
and continues to develop 
through Simonoff’s inspi-
ration, technical vision and 
depth of understanding.”

This USS Secure devel-
opment enables engineers 
to address cybersecurity 
holistically across the en-
tire platform so that cy-
bersecurity in the combat 
system extends to the hull, 
mechanical and engineer-
ing enclaves.

Simonoff anticipates 
that USS Secure’s success-
ful cyberdefense technolo-
gies will transition into 
the fl eet and will be offered 
throughout Defense Depart-
ment and the Department of 
Homeland Security to pro-
tect and defend the nation’s 
critical infrastructure.

“For Dahlgren the award 
means that we continue our 
tradition of delivering reli-

able warfare systems to win 
the fi ght,” said Simonoff. 
“For the Navy, it means in-
creasing maneuverability 
in cyberspace to execute 
the assigned mission un-
deterred by a cyberattack. 
For Defense Department, 
the nation is well served 
because America’s Navy 
stands available 24/7, even 
in the face of a cyberat-
tack.”

The USS Secure re-
search was completed uti-
lizing Naval Innovation for 
Science and Engineering  
funds. The program pro-
vides the Department sci-
ence and engineering orga-
nizations the capability to 
develop and transition tech-
nology, as well as develop 
the workforce, and enhance 
laboratory facilities and 
equipment.

The Navy and cyber-
space mission is to provide 
effective, effi cient, trusted 
and shared information 
management–information 
technology, cyberspace and 
resources management 
(IRM) capabilities to sup-
port the Navy, Marines, 
sailors, and their mission 
partners conducting global 
military and business op-
erations.

Dahlgren translates 
the warfi ghter’s needs into 
technical solutions within 
an operational context for 
the nation by developing 
and supporting systems, 
technologies, concepts and 
tactics that enable military 
forces to conduct their mis-
sions safely and effectively 
across the complete spec-
trum of operations.

Brooklyn native to receive excellence recognition

Navy tech gets award

Police offi cer shares 
his experiences

INSPIRING: Police offi cer Andrew Joseph visits students at PS 
187 during Career Day. Fort Hamilton

AWARD-WORTHY: Adam Simo-
nboff, a Brooklyn native and 
Naval cybersecurity engineer.

couldn’t quite believe it. 
“They called me and 

the one lady said, ‘I’m 
with President Obama. 
He wishes to talk to you.’ 
He said that upon review-
ing the documents that he 
thought that I deserved 
the Medal of Honor. I went 

numb. I couldn’t talk. 
He fi nally said, ‘Are you 
there?’ I said, ‘Sir, let me 
recoup my emotions. I’m 
talking to the president! 
It’s not every day that I do 
that.’ ”

There are no words 
that can describe how he’s 
feeling, Erevia continued, 
adding, “I’m only thank-
ful I’m getting it while I’m 
alive.”

Continued from page 59

Honored

uses. The similarity in kits 
should prove benefi cial to 
joint operations.

Darren Bean, who was 
heavily involved in the de-
velopment of the kit, said the 
effort began in earnest in 
2006. It was then the Army 
increased operations in the 
eastern part of Afghanistan. 
In that part of the coun-
try, mountains tower from 

10,000 to 14,000 feet and re-
quire mountain-climbing 
expertise.

“You always want to fi ght 
from the high ground,” said 
Bean, adding that high van-
tage points are also neces-
sary for observation points 
and sniper positions.

“Getting to those loca-
tions by helicopter is not al-
ways a good idea because of 
the high altitude, high winds 
and rocky terrain,” Bean 
noted. “Therefore, soldiers 
have to be able to climb.

“We identifi ed a need for 
a new kit because the old 
Special Operations Forces 
Mountaineering Kit that 
had been supplied to units 
was outdated. Much of the 
equipment did not meet the 
standards set by the UIAA,” 
Bean said.

The UIAA is the Union 
Internationale des Asso-
ciations d’Alpinisme. The 
organization, known in 
English as the Interna-
tional Mountaineering 
and Climbing Federation, 

says on its website that 
its mission is to “promote 
the growth and protection 
of mountaineering and 
climbing worldwide.”

Many units began supple-
menting their Special Opera-
tions Forces Mountaineering 
Kits with rope and equip-
ment purchased from com-
mercial sources. The kit was 
developed to meet the needs 
of these units. It will not only 
reduce the burden on unit 
funds, it will ensure soldiers 
receive equipment they can 

trust. Each kit component 
had to earn UIAA certifi ca-
tion and then pass a rigorous 
Army evaluation before it 
was added to the kit.

The AMK consists of four 
different kits:

• The High Angle Moun-
taineering Kit enables a pla-
toon to traverse steep obsta-
cles, such as cliffs.

• The Assault Climber 
Team Kit is used by soldiers 
who are trained as assault 
climbers. It provides them 
with the capability to confi g-

ure ropes and gear to enable 
a platoon to traverse diffi -
cult and challenging high-al-
titude terrain.

• The Snow and Ice Mobil-
ity Kit contains the equip-
ment a platoon requires for 
traversing snow and ice.

• The Squad Mountain 
Leader Kit provides Special 
Operations mountain teams 
full operational capability. It 
is essentially a compilation 
of all of the gear found in the 
other  kits. This kit accom-
modates 12 soldiers.

Continued from page 59

Hi-tech
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At St. John’s University’s Staten 
Island campus, you’ll find bachelor’s 
degree programs and services 
designed for veterans and members 
of our country’s military.

• Flexible day, evening, weekend,  
and online courses 

• Discounted tuition rate 

• Joint Service Transcript 
evaluation—up to 90 transfer 
credits accepted 

• Academic advisement and  
career counseling 

stjohns.edu/
adultstudents OPEN 

HOUSE
MARCH 20, 2014

Welcomes Military  
Personnel and Veterans

The CMU degree that over 150 fl ag offi  cers have earned.

Master of Science in Administration degree
Provides the knowledge and skills necessary to lead 
eff ectively in various military, business, and agency 
settings. Available at CMU’s Fort Hamilton Center:

•  Health Services Administration 
•  Plus, other concentrations online 

Quality and convenience
•  No GMAT or GRE required
•  Open to military and civilians
•  Military tuition discounted rate
 (Visit cmich.edu/military for details.)

Get it all at CMU’s Global Campus at Fort Hamilton & Online.
Call 718-748-8386 or toll-free 877-268-4636 today!

cmich.edu/FortHamilton
CMU is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools. 

CMU is an AA/EO institution (see cmich.edu/aaeo).    CMUglobal@cmich.edu    37101   7/13

Powerful degrees. 
Recognized excellence.

HARBOR WATCH
Col. Eluyn Gines, U.S. 

Army Garrison Fort 
Hamilton commander, 
explained infrastructure 
issues with one of the 
buildings at Fort Hamil-
ton to Tom Schoenbeck, 
Installation Management 
Command central region 
director, during the direc-
tor’s tour of Fort Hamilton 
on Feb. 19. 

Schoenbeck and Maj. 
Gen. Jeffrey Buchanan, 
U.S. Army Military Dis-
trict of Washington, Joint 
Force Headquarters, Na-
tional Capital Region com-
manding general, visited 

the installation last week 
to discuss Fort Hamilton’s 
way ahead and ways to fos-

ter relationships with its 
surrounding communities 
and partners.

Ft. Ham bldg. gets makeover

GRAND TOUR: Col. Elyn Gines, Tom Schoenbeck, and Mag. Gen. Jef-
frey Buchanan visit the new installation. Ft. Hamilton

The source for news
in your neighborhood:
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By Camille Sperrazza

Fontbonne Hall Acad-
emy, a girls’ Catholic 
high school in Bay 
Ridge, has its first prin-
cipal who is not a nun.

Principal Mary Ann 
Spicijaric is dedicated to 
providing students with 
the same quality edu-
cation that has defined 
the school’s 75-year his-
tory. At the same time, 
she also wants to ensure 
that students are taught 
the skills needed to be 
successful today — and 
that includes enhanc-
ing the school’s Science, 
Technology, Engineer-
ing and Math Program, 
also known as STEM.

Spicijaric was a teach-
er at St. Francis Prep for 
25 years, and she spent 
a decade of that time 
as head of the Science 
Department. Perhaps it 
was this science back-
ground that was “the big 
draw,” she says, when it 
came to getting the job 
as the first lay person to 
run Fontbonne Hall. 

“The community and 
the Sisters of St. Joseph 
were committed to grow-
ing the STEM Program,” 
she says. The committee 
felt that Spicijaric would 
have the knowledge and 
drive to make that hap-
pen.   

She is introducing 
Google’s Chromebook 
Program to the school, 
an educational tool de-
signed specifically for 
teachers and students. 

“It will set us apart,” 
she says. “It provides 
what teachers need to be 
more effective instruc-
tors.” 

Because the apps are 
created specifically for 
education, she prefers 
it to the iPad which she 
believes is more enter-
tainment-oriented. 

The curriculum will 
expand as well. Eleven 
Advanced Placement 
classes will be offered 
in various subjects, al-

lowing students to have 
these much-coveted 
credits on their tran-
scripts. 

“College administra-
tors want to see these 
courses on transcripts,” 
says Spicijaric, and hav-
ing them will put these 
students in a favorable 
position.

On the horizon is a 
Science Research Pro-
gram, a three-year se-
quence of classes that 
starts in 10th grade. 
Students will conduct 
an original research in-

vestigation by selecting 
an area of research they 
would like to explore. 
They will design a ques-
tion, and then work with 
Fontbonne teachers and 
scientists of universities 
to explore the answers 
to that question. 

As the United States 
expects jobs in the sci-
ence, technology, engi-
neering and math areas 
to grow, these studies 
will prepare students 
for the future. 

“We’ve done a lot in 
terms of technology, and 

the feedback has been 
very positive,” says 
Spicijaric. 

Fontbonne Hall Acad-
emy students have 
always strived for ex-
cellence. The 128 gradu-
ates of the class of 2013 
earned more than $20 
million dollars in schol-
arships, says Spicijaric, 
a notable achievement.

Empowering girls and 
making them aware of 
social justice issues is 
another of the school’s 
goals. Fontbonne re-
cently held an Aware-

ness Day concerning the 
topic of human traffick-
ing that was attended 
by local politicians and 
members of the media, 
calling attention to this 
concern.

It’s not all work and 
no play. The school has 
a basketball team, cheer-
leading squad, and the 
girls put on productions 
that include the Broad-
way show, “Grease.”

Girls interested in at-
tending Fontbonne Hall 
Academy should regis-
ter to take the TACHS 

exam. They should list 
Fontbonne as first or 
second choice. Only first 
choice applicants will be 
considered for academic 
scholarships, service 
scholarships, and incen-
tive awards, according 
to the school’s website.

Fontbonne Hall Acad-
emy [9901 Shore Rd. be-
tween Shore Road and 
Third Avenue in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 748–2244]. 
Contact the school Mon-
days through Fridays, 
8:30 am–3 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Fontbonne growing its science, math and technology program
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By Matthew Perlman

MetroTech is turning Japanese.
New York University Polytechnic is hosting its 

10th annual anime festival on March 15 abd 16, open-
ing its doors to cartoon superheroes, video game characters, 
and all manner of costumed creatures.

“It’s a chance to escape from the everyday mundane,” said 
Gregory Fisher, who is helping organize the event, which is 
also open to non-students. “And it’s a place where you can 
really be yourself, even if that’s a little animated.”

“SpringFestNY” drew around 1,000 people last year, and 
organizers believe it is the biggest — and maybe the only 
— Brooklyn gathering of its kind. And while costumes are 
optional, they are strongly encouraged.

“Wearing a costume gets you into character,” said Eddie 
Hooks, who lives in Bedford-Stuyvesant and plans on dressing 
as a character from the video game “Persona 4.” “It’s like I’m 

my own actor on this really big stage.”
Prizes will be awarded for best costumes and best character 

performance during the “cosplay masquerade.” But, one cos-
tuming enthusiast said, dressing up is its own reward.

“When you put a lot of time into making the costume and 
people compliment you on it, it feels really good,” said Shabbir 
Hussaine from East New York, who uses the cosplay name 
Kyon. “It’s the best.”

The festival will also have panel discussions with anime 
voice actors, video game tournaments, and anime-inspired 
musical acts — including a “Final Fantasy” cover band that 
plays music from the epic game series.

There will also be a Japanese soda drinking competition.
The soda, called Ramune, comes in a variety of weird fla-

vors such as wasabi, curry, and corn soup, and has a marble 
that blocks the narrow neck of the bottle — making it difficult 
to drink quickly. The challenge is more about speed than quan-

tity, at least until the last round, when the judges get to pick 
how many bottles competitors have to down.

“How much you drink depends on how sadistic the judge is 
feeling,” said Fisher.

New this year is a festival-wide digital scavenger hunt. 
Organizers will hide QR codes — those complicated bar codes 
that can be read by a smart phone — all around the event. 
Attendees can scan the codes they find and a few lucky win-
ners will stumble across codes with a prize attached.

But for all the bizarre contests, elaborate costumes, and 
kimchi-flavored sodas, Fisher said the best thing about 
“SpringFestNY” is the people.

“You can’t really have a good convention without good 
attendees,” he said. “It’s really all about the community.”

“SpringFestNY” at NYU-Polytechnic (6 MetroTech Center 
at Jay Street, www.springfestny.com). March 15 and 16. 
$12–$35.

ANIMATION DOMINATION
Costumes, codes, and curry sodas at NYU Poly’s ‘SpringFestNY’ anime fest

Down the rabbit hole: Shabbir 
Hussaine, Rosa Echavarria, and 
Eddie Hooks get into character 
for “SpringFestNY.”

Photo by Jason Speakman
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By Merle Exit

Why go to the Whitney when you 
can go to Whitney Houston? 

On March 9, an artists studio 
in Dumbo will play host to an exhibit titled 
“The 2014 Whitney Houston Biennial: I’m 
Every Woman.” But don’t expect walls 
covered in images of the late diva. 

Instead, curator Christine Finley has 
chosen works from 75 female artists, across 
a range of ages, backgrounds, and disci-
plines, who capture the singer’s spirit more 
so than her visage. The show’s title also 
playfully addresses the Whitney Museum’s 
annual “Whitney Biennial,” where Finley 
believes women are underrepresented 
— this year’s exhibition at the renowned 
Manhattan art museum has just 38 female 
contributors out of a total 103.

“It comes as a response to the awak-
ening representation of women artists in 
major museums and galleries,” said Finley, 
a Boerum Hill resident. 

It is a message that rings true for 
Suzanne Wright, a former Brooklyn resi-
dent who specializes in large colored-pen-
cil drawings and a subject matter that she 
calls “future feminism.” 

“I was immediately drawn to the idea 

of a ‘Whitney Houston Biennial,’” Wright 
said. “The play on words and sentiment 
seemed so right on. Loss of this amazing 
diva was devastating and almost seemed 
like people were afraid to honor her fully.”

The show also became a source of 
inspiration for Wright, who is contributing 
a giant drawing of an Amazonite crystal — 
named for the legendary female warriors of 
the Amazon in Greek mythology.

“At first I was going to put up a funny 
collage that I had been working on in my 
studio, but when I started to realize the 
project’s potential, that gave me the incen-
tive to finish my seven-foot Amazonite 
drawing, so it could potentially absorb the 
collective power of all the other women 
artists in the show,” said Wright. “The 
Amazonite crystal is very powerful and 
I hope it gives as much as I know it will 
get.”

Other works in the one-night show will 
include Heather Powell’s “Battlefield,” a 
mixed-media sculpture using 3-D materi-
als, and  “Previa Trip” by Annie Ewaskio, 
a mysterious painting evoking Alaska and 
environmental activism.

The show will only be exhibited for one 
night, but Wright believes its legacy will 
be enduring.

“Finley has created a venue where we 
can unite for one night and honor one anoth-
er, and I predict this innovative endeavor 
will live on, much like Whitney Houston’s 
incredible spirit and voice,” she said.

“The 2014 Whitney Houston Biennial: 
I’m Every Woman” (20 Jay St. near 
Greenwich Street, Suite 207, in Dumbo) 
March 9 at 4–8 pm. Free.

A DIFFERENT KIND OF WHITNEY
Boerum Hill curator puts feminist twist on the Biennial

Amazing Amazonian: Artist Suzanne Wright, left, and “Whitney Houston 
Biennial” curator Christine Finley, with Wright’s piece — a seven-foot drawing 
of an Amazonite crystal. Photo by Merle Exit

By Matthew Perlman

The Brooklyn Academy of 
Music is kicking off its 
latest film series with a 

very quiet bang.
From March 12–26, 

BAMcinematek will screen 
a series of Martin Scorsese 
films, each paired with flicks 
from early New York City 
filmmaker Raoul Walsh, who 
Scorsese cites as a major influ-
ence. But the series opener will 
add a third local film fixture 
to the mix — expert movie 
accompanist Steve Sterner, 
who will provide the sound-
track for Walsh’s 1915 silent 
film “Regeneration.”

“There aren’t that many 
venues that still do these per-
formances,” said Sterner, one 
of the few New Yorkers who 
still specializes in the dying 
art of silent-film accompani-
ment. “It’s a wonderful place. 
It’s always wonderful to play a 
good film there.”

Sterner has played the music 
for over 300 mute movies in 
his career, which started in the 
early 1980s, and each has been 
a one-off event. He prepares for 

each performance by watching 
the film, and taking notes on 
the action. Then he writes a 
musical theme to accompany 
each scene, and practices at 
home. But when the projector 
starts humming, it is all off 
the cuff.

“I go to the theater and I 
improvise,” Sterner said. “If I 
have to play the same film more 
than once, it will never sound 

exactly the same.”
“Regeneration” is an early 

gangster movie set in lower 
Manhattan that used actual 
locations and people to depict 
the gritty reality of immigrant 
life and organized crime in 
Walsh’s era. The characters, 
streetscapes, and violence are 
all elements Scorsese picked up 
early on in his career, in films 
such as “Mean Streets.”

“Under the Influence: 
Scorsese/Walsh” features 12 
films, six from each director. 
The festival’s curators hope 
making a connection between 
the two will expose more peo-
ple to Walsh’s work.’

“We hope to bring Walsh’s 
movies to a new audience by 
pairing them with the work of 
one of his greatest admirers,” 
said Nellie Killian, a program-
mer at BAMcinematek.

Sterner, however, is just 
happy to expose people to silent 
films in general — no matter 
who made them.

The musician worries that 
moviegoers are afraid to go 
see silent films these days, and 
hopes events like this film series 
will get people interested.

“Some of the greatest films 
are silent,” he said. “People 
should open up their minds and 
experience the experience.”

“Regeneration” at BAM 
Rose Cinemas [30 Lafayette 
Ave. near Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100, www.
bam.org]. March 12 at 7:30 pm. 
$15, $11 seniors and students, 
$10 cinema club members.

Silent night: BAM pairs Scorsese flicks 

with classic influences — and a piano

Jaws: Raoul Walsh’s 1915 film “Regeneration,” left, will be paired with 
Martin Scorsese’s 1973 film “Mean Streets” at BAM’s new film series.
 Warner Bros. Pictures / Photofest

Off the wall: Heather Powell’s “Battlefield” — just 
one of many female-created artworks at the “2014 
Whitney Houston Biennial.” Heather Powell

3 Course $25
Prix Fixe
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Telecharge.com 212-239-6200 iLuminate.com 
       New World Stages, 340 W 50th St.        

NOW LIVE in the heart of BROADWAY!OADWAY!

“Move over  
Blue Man Group & Stomp,  

iLUMINATE is in the house!” 
Times Square Chronic les

Call: (718) 368-5596 or www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org

Kingsborough Community College, Leon M. Goldstein  
Performing Arts Center, 2001 Oriental Boulevard, Brooklyn, NY

Walnut Street Theatre’s 
DRIVING MISS DAISY

Sunday, March 9 at 3:00 p.m. | $25/20
“Spectacular, electrifying, stupendous!”—Philadelphia Weekly

BRINGING WORLD-CLASS 
PERFORMANCES HOME

Pulitzer P
rize Winner!

Daring Chinese acrobatics will 
visit the Brooklyn Center stage on 
Sunday March 9, 3 pm, with Cirque 

Ziva, a fast-paced and technically-
innovative performance showcas-
ing  traditional Chinese dance and 
costume. Tickets $35.

Brought to Brooklyn by the 
Mermaid Theatre of Nova Scotia, A 

Brown Bear, a Moon, and a Cat-

erpillar: Treasured Stories by 

Eric Carle brings to life three of 
Eric Carle’s most popular stories. A 
Target Storybook Series presenta-
tion for ages four and up on March 
16 at 2pm. Tickets $7.

The Russian National Ballet 
Theatre visits the Brooklyn stage 
on March 23 with Tchaikovsky’s 
The Sleeping Beauty; this com-
pany of dancers has received inter-
national acclaim. Tickets run from 
$36 to $45.

Grammy-nominated Jamaican 
jazz virtuoso Monty Alexander 

will bring his singular style to the 
Walt Whitman stage on Saturday, 
March 29, 2014 at 8pm, with his jazz 
trio. An infectious blend of classic 
American jazz and the rhythms of 

the West Indies from this veteran 
pianist. Tickets $30 to $40.

Watch your kids laugh and 
learn at the same time, with Sid 

the Science Kid – Live! based on 
the popular PBS Kids series. This 
fun and interactive performance is 
on Sunday, April 6 at 2pm and tick-
ets are $10.

Celebrate Earth Day at BCBC on 
Sunday April 6 at 3pm, at the sev-
enth annual National Grid Earth 

Day Celebration, a free commu-

nity festival for the whole family, 
with live music, arts and crafts and 
interactive activities that illustrate 
a more sustainable future and the 
need to care for the earth.

A must-see for jazz fans, A 

Tribute to Ella Fitzgerald, is a 
special concert featuring vocalist 
Kim Nazarian and the 17-member 
Smithsonian Jazz Masterworks Or-
chestra. Presented by the Smithso-
nian Jazz Masterworks Orchestra 
on Sunday, April 27, 2014 at 3pm, 

tickets are $35.
On Sunday, May 18, 2014 at 

2pm, the Brooklyn Center pres-
ents American Family Theater’s 
production of The Wizard of Oz. 
A Target Storybook Series presen-
tation recommended for ages four 
and up. Tickets are $7.

Brooklyn Center for the Per-
forming Arts, Walt Whitman 
Theatre at Brooklyn College. 
Tajke the 2 or 5 train to the 
Brooklyn College/Flatbush Ave-

nue station. Order tickets online 
at www.brooklyncenteronline.
com, or call the box office, open 
Tuesday through Saturday from 
1-6 pm: (718) 951-4500.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E

Spring line-up of performances at Brooklyn College
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Rock with you: Audience stars in Michael Jackson show

By Max Jaeger

This one is sure to be a 
thriller.

You may never be able 
to sing with the King of Pop, but 
if you wanna be startin’ some-
thin’ you can star in a musical 
full of his hits at “The Michael 
Jackson Jukebox Musical: A 
Hastily Written Masterpiece 
Starring the Audience” at 
Cameo Gallery on March 10. 

The show promises to be 
an off-the-wall mish-mash of 
Jackson tunes and audience 
participation, where viewers 
get a chance to get on the floor 
and burn that disco out.

“We wanted to create a piece 
that engaged people and also 
kind of felt like a party,” said 
organizer and Lefferts Garden 
resident Jo Firestone.

Firestone and fellow Upright 
Citizens Brigade comedians 
Josh Sharp and Aaron Jackson 
have written the script, and will 
select audience volunteers to 

act and sing. Firestone said they 
aren’t exactly workin’ day and 
night on the plot — it is more a 
vehicle for song.

“It’s a very shoestring plot,” 
Firestone said. “There are mer-
maids and a dead cat that comes 
back to life in every scene.”

To make things easier, the 
lyrics are projected on a screen, 

and you don’t have to worry 
about being somebody’s fool, 
because participation is not 
mandatory.

“We never pull up anybody 
who doesn’t want to go up 
there,” Firestone said. “Most 
people just dance and sing 
along. It can feel pretty anony-
mous if you want.”

Don’t expect it all to be 
bad karaoke, either. At a past 
“Jukebox Musical,” one audi-
ence member turned out to be 
a Broadway singer, who belted 
Beyonce’s “Halo’ and put on 
the greatest show on Earth, 
Firestone said.

And if you like the way it 
makes you feel, you don’t have 
to stop ’til you get enough — 
Firestone and crew put on a 
similar show at Cameo Gallery 
every other month.

May’s jukebox might be one 
step down the royal succession, 
Firestone revealed.

“We’re pretty sure it’s going 
to be Prince,” she said.

“The Michael Jackson 
Jukebox Musical: A Hastily 
Written Masterpiece Starring 
the Audience” at Cameo Gallery 
[93 N. Sixth St. between Berry 
Street and Wythe Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 302–1180, 
www.cameony.com]. March 10 
at 8 pm. $10.

By Max Jaeger

The ladies had won it. 
With pen and pad they’d 
done it — they’re talkin’ 

baseball!
Greenpoint author Caryn 

Rose will celebrate the release 
of her novel “A Whole New 
Ballgame” with an all-female 
talk on all things baseball at 
Word bookstore on March 12. 

Author Joan Walsh (“Splash 
Hit! Pac Bell Park and the San 
Francisco Giants”), and blog-
gers Taryn Cooper ( A Gal for 
All Seasons ), Amanda Rykoff 
( Awful Announcing ), and 
Diane Firstman ( Value Over 
Replacement Grit ) will chow 
down on peanuts and Cracker 
Jack while joining Rose in a 
discussion titled “You Sure 
Know A Lot About Baseball 
For A Girl” — a name that 
pokes fun at the misconcep-
tion that women are sports-
illiterate, Rose said.

“That’s a thing that women 
who write about sports are 
still hearing today,” said Rose, 
who has been writing about 
America’s pastime on her site 
 MetsGrrl.com  for nearly a 
decade. “It is a silly thing, but 
we still hear it.”

Rose said she was not raised 
as a baseball fanatic, but she 
fell love with the Mets while 

dating a fan, and subsequently 
began blogging about her new 
passion. 

“I knew saying ‘You can’t 
go to baseball games’ was like 
saying ‘You have to change the 

color of your eyes,’ so I started 
going to games with him,” she 
said.

Even in the year 2014, the 
female sports-writing special-
ists say they still have to deal 

with backlash from misogy-
nistic readers — hence the 
idea behind the Word event.

“They’re almost f loored 
that a female could rattle off 
stats and not just enjoy a sport 
for the visuals,” Taryn Cooper 
said.

To counterbalance work-
ing in such a male-dominated 
field, Cooper said she seeks 
out fellow female sports writ-
ers. She befriended Rose in 
2007, and the pair started 
going on road trips to baseball 
games together.

These trips provided some 
of the inspiration for Rose’s 
new novel, which follows a girl 
traveling cross-country to visit 
America’s great baseball sta-
diums, while trying to forget 
about her crumbling personal 
and professional lives. 

“The whole notion of her 
book is something that hits 
home with me as somebody 
who went through relationship 
issues and immersed herself 
in baseball as a form of escap-
ism,” said Cooper.

“You Sure Know A Lot 
About Baseball For A Girl” at 
Word [126 Franklin St. between 
Noble and Milton streets in 
Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096, 
www.wordbrooklyn.com] Mar. 
12 at 7 pm. Free.

MAJOR LEAGUE LADIES
Greenpoint book launch celebrates female baseball writers

Authors in the outfield: Greenpoint author Caryn Rose will release her new novel 
“A Whole New Ballgame” at Word bookstore on March 12, with a dicussion 
about female baseball writers. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Spontaneous solo: Audience member (and musical volunteer) David Greenslade 
belts out a number at a “Musical Jukebox” show. Photo by Paul Logston

Word’s pick: “What I Had Before I 
Had You” by Sarah Cornwell

I was truly impressed with Cornwell’s debut, which 
centers on a mother and a daughter and the ways that men-
tal illness has had an impact on them 
through generations. As you’re read-
ing, you’re enthralled by the story 
and the characters and the Jersey 
Shore in the summer, and sprinkled 
throughout are these wonderful sen-
tences that make you stop — sim-
ple yet resonant like the clear ping 
of crystal stemware. It reminded 
me a bit of Simon Van Booy, and I 
don’t think I’ve seen as strong and solid 
of a debut since Emily St. John Mandel.

— Emily Pullen, Word [126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.wordbrook-
lyn.com ].

The BookMark Shoppe’s pick: “The 
Lost Sisterhood” by Anne Fortier

Two stories are woven together brilliantly in this 
modern day retelling of a mythical band of women war-
riors — legend has called them Amazons. Diana Morgan, 
an Oxford academic, has always been fascinated with 
Amazonian tales since her troubled 
grandmother recounted these fabled 
adventures to her as a child. Now a 
mysterious foundation has asked for 
her help in translating inscriptions 
unearthed in the Sahara. A parallel 
story takes readers on a journey 
about the first Amazon queen, 
Myrina, and her story of love, 
loss, and redemption. Separated 
by thousands of years, this fast-
paced adventure takes readers from England to 
North Africa, the coastline of Greece to the ruins of 
Ancient Troy. “The Lost Sisterhood” is a spellbinding 
read showing how fate, one way or another, catches up 
with us all.

— Bina Valenzano, co-owner, The BookMark Shoppe 
[8415 Third Ave. between 84th and 85th streets in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 833–5115,  www.bookmarkshoppe.com ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“Redeployment” by Phil Klay

Move over Tim O’Brien, there is a new guy in town. 
Phil Klay writes powerfully, clearly, and humanely about 
contemporary war from the individ-
ual soldier’s perspective. Each short 
story in this taut collection comes at 
the Iraq War from a slightly differ-
ent emotional angle — leading up 
to war, preparing for war, being 
in the midst of war, returning to 
war, how relationships suffer as a 
result of war, and the long-lasting 
after affects of war and trauma. 
This book is a must-read and if we have 
our way, it will win at least one major award this year! 

— Rebecca Fitting, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton 
St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
local bookstore 

employees
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DO YOU TWEET?
STAY CURRENT 

THROUGH FACEBOOK?
To get the latest in Brooklyn news, 

check us out online at our
Twitter and Facebook pages.

Just search for Brooklyn Daily

FREE GARLIC KNOTS WITH $12 ORDER

871 3RD

Benevento
P I Z Z E R I A  &  G R I L L

We Now Serve  
Wine & Tap Beer

1 Lg. Square Pie  
1 Lg. Round Pie

Order of Garlic Knot
2 Liter Soda

Order of Zeppoles

2 Lg. Pies w/1  
FREE Topping 

2 2-Liter Soda
12 pcs. Garlic Knot
20 pcs. Wings  
(Buffalo/BBQ)

$26.99 $39.99

#1 #3

NEED A GETAWAY?

L & M Tours
6812 3rd Ave Brooklyn, NY 11220

718-238-2284
www.lmtours.net
info@lmtours.net5 Convenient Pick Ups in NYC

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220

www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net
888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 4
Air & Land PackagesMotorcoach Tours & Charters

Airline Tickets Domestic & International Cruises

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE

Scheduled Bus Trips All Year Round
Over 300 tours to choose from

15 piece big band will perform music from the Great 
American Songbook including songs by Frank Sinatra, 

Dean Martin, Benny Goodman and Glenn Miller

St. Marks School
2602 East 19th St., Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn 11235

(Use entrance on East 18th St. and Jerome Ave.)

Admission $30.00 per person and will include a luncheon buffet

www.mariestack.com

M.A.S.
Swing

Celebrate Purim! 
Saturday March 15th 

6:30 – 9:00pm 

BAY RIDGE JEWISH CENTER  
4th Avenue at 81st Street / 718.836.3103 / office@bayridgejewishcenter.org 

 Come in Costume   
 Songs 

  Hamantashen 
 Crafts 

 Refreshments 

 hear the  megillah 

Mimosas, Megillah and Brunch:  Sunday, March 16th, 10:00am 
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Ben Brantley, New York Times

SmartTix.com   
(212) 868-4444

Barrow Street Theatre 
27 Barrow Street at 7th Ave.

PHOTO: JOAN MARCUS     DESIGN: FRAVER

Greene, (718) 488–9233], 
www.irondale.org. 

THEATER, “MAID’S DOOR”: 
Family drama written by 
Cheryl L. Davis. $15–$25 (chil-
dren and seniors $12–$15). 
8 pm. Billie Holiday Theatre 
[1368 Fulton St. between 
Marcy and Brooklyn avenues 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
636–0918], www.thebillieholi-
day.org. 

MUSIC, THE AVETT BROTH-
ERS: With Old Crow Medicine 
Show. $38.50–$55. 8 pm. 
Barclays Center [620 Atlantic 
Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Pros-
pect Heights, (917) 618–6100], 
www.barclayscenter.com. 

THEATER, “CANDIDE”: Theater 
2020 celebrates its 40th an-
niversary production of the 
Hal Prince version of Leonard 
Bernstein’s musical. $18. 8 
pm. Saint Charles Borro-
meo Church (19 Sidney Pl. 
between Joralemon Street 
and Aitken Place in Brooklyn 
Heights), www.brownpaper-
tickets.com/event/543936. 

THEATER, “AS BEES IN HONEY 
DROWN”: A young New York 
writer struggles with fast 
fame after the success of his 
debut novel. 8 pm. Heights 
Players [26 Willow Pl. be-
tween Joralemon and State 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 237–2752], www.height-
splayers.org. 

THEATER, “REPUBLIC”: Hoi 
Polloi Theater Company 
performs a dream-like piece 
inspired by Plato’s Repub-
lic. $18. 8 pm. Jack (505 1/2 
Waverly Ave. at Fulton Street 
in Fort Greene), www.jackny.
org. 

MUSIC, THE MARY ONETTES: 
$12. 8:30 pm. Glasslands (289 
Kent Ave. at S. Second Street 
in Williamsburg), www.glass-
lands.com. 

MUSIC, JOE CANTOR: Free. 
10:30 pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 
Fifth Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

SAT, MARCH 8

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
“MAKING BROOKLYN 

BLOOM”: Full day of garden-
ing talks, workshops, and fi lm 
screenings. Free. 10 am – 4 
pm. Brooklyn Botanic Gar-
den [1000 Washington Ave., 
at Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 623–7220], 
www.bbg.org. 

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “CINDERELLA”: 

Children 3 years and older 
will enjoy this version of the 
classic fairy tale of a girl, a 
fairy godmother and a glass 
slipper. $9 ($8 children, $7 
for groups of 20 or more). 
12:30 pm and 2:30 pm. Pup-
petworks [338 Sixth Ave. at 
Fourth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–3391], www.pup-
petworks.org. 

THEATER, “I PAGLIACCI”: 

FRI, MARCH 7
ART, “ANATOMY OF A POW-

ERHOUSE: Electrifying the 
El”: Archival photo exhibition 
showing construction and 
early operation of the 74th 
Street Powerhouse. $7 ($5 
for children 2–17 and seniors, 
free for members and chil-
dren under 2). 10 am–4 pm. 
New York Transit Museum 
[Boerum Place at Schermer-
horn Street in Downtown, 
(718) 694–1600], www.mta.
info/mta/museum. 

THEATER, “THE AFRICAN 
DRUM”: Puppet show tell-
ing traditional African folk-
tales. $15. 10:30 am. PS 3 
The Bedford Village School 
[50 Jefferson Ave. between 
Bedford and Franklin avenues 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, (212) 
724–0677], www.shadow-
boxtheatre.org. 

ART, “OBSESSION”: Group 
show featuring artwork borne 
of extreme passion and 
obsessive commitment to 
process. Free. 1–5 pm. Tabla 
Rasa Gallery [224 48th St. 
between Second and Third 
avenues in Sunset Park, (718) 
833–9100], www.TablaRasa-
Gallery.com. 

MUSIC, GRACE & SPIRITUS 
CHORALE: Gala of music 
from Broadway to Bach. $60. 
7 pm. Plymouth Church [75 
Hicks St. at Orange Street in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 624–9385], 
www.graceandspiritus.org. 

TALK, RABBI DAN AIN & AU-
THOR LEAH VINCENT: Din-
ner, drinks, and conversation 
between Rabbi Dan Ain and 
writer/activist Leah Vincent 
on her new memoir, “Cut 
Me Loose: Sin and Salva-
tion After My Ultra-Ortho-
dox Girlhood.” $46. 7 pm. 
Randolph Brooklyn [104 S. 
4th Street, in Williamsburg, 
(718) 599–0412], www.92Y.
org/35andUnder. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN BRASS 
FEST: Steve Turre Quintet: 
Free. 7–10:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Conservatory of Music [58 
Seventh Ave. between Lincoln 
Place and Seventh Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 622–3300], 
www.bqcm.org. 

MUSIC, “PARADIGM SHIFTS”: 
Music and fi lm festival run-
ning through March 9. $15–
$25. 7:00pm. Actors Fund 
Arts Center [160 Schermer-
horn St. between Smith and 
Hoyt streets in Downtown 
Brooklyn, (718) 398–4675], 
www.encompassopera.org. 

MUSIC, ENSEMBLE FOR THE 
ROMANTIC CENTURY: Per-
forming the theatrical concert 
“Tchaikovsky: None But the 
Lonely Heart.” $70–$95. 7:30 
pm. BAM Fisher (321 Ashland 
Pl. at Hanson Place in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “DEAD END”: Five 
teenagers struggle with ex-
treme wealth and poverty 
in a divided New York City. 
$15-25. 7:30 pm. Irondale 
Center [85 S. Oxford St. at 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 

Regina Opera Company 
performs Leoncavallo’s 
opera. $25 ($20 seniors and 
students, $5 teens, free for 
children). 3 pm. Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help School [5902 
Sixth Avenue in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 439–8067], www.ol-
phschoolbrooklyn.org. 

MUSIC, CIBO MATTO: $20. 8 
pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and N. 
12th streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.brook-
lynbowl.com. 

OTHER
TEEN ARTS CONFERENCE: 

A day of workshops led by 
performers and arts educa-
tors. Free. 9 am–6 pm. BAX – 
Brooklyn Arts Exchange [421 
Fifth Ave. at Eighth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 832–0018], 
www.bax.org. 

SPORTS, PSAL BASKETBALL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS: Division 
AA girls varsity fi nals game 
followed by the AA boys 
varsity game. $12. Noon. 
Barclays Center [620 Atlantic 
Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Pros-
pect Heights, (917) 618–6100], 
www.barclayscenter.com. 

BIRDWATCHING: Junior birders 
take a tour of the park and 
try to identify the 250 spe-
cies of birds that live there. . 
Free. Noon–1 pm. Prospect 
Park Audubon Center [Enter 
park at Lincoln Road and 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 287–3400], www.
prospectpark.org/audubon. 

JUST SALAD: Celebrate the one 
year anniversary with face 
painting and fun activities. 
Check the menu. Noon–3 pm. 
Just Salads (252 Seventh Ave. 
at 5th Street in Park Slope).

IMAGINATIVE DANCE WITH 
ERICA ESSNER: Stretch your 
bodies and imagination and 
enjoy a new exciting dance . 
Free with Museum Admission. 
1 pm. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn Ave. 
at St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

METRO CRAFTY: Celebrate 
20 years of Metrocards and 
then create your own one-of-
a-kind design. For all ages. 
Free with museum admission. 
1:30 pm. New York Tran-
sit Museum [Boerum Place 
at Schermerhorn Street in 
Downtown, (718) 694–1600], 
www.mta.info/mta/museum. 

BALLET PROGRAM: Students 
and faculty of the School of 
American Ballet present a 
dance demo and excerpts 
from famous ballets. Recom-
mended for children 4 years 
and older. Free. 2 pm. Brook-
lyn Center for the Perform-
ing Arts at Brooklyn College 
[2900 Campus Rd., between 
Amersfort Place and Kenil-
worth Place in Midwood, (718) 
951–4500], www.brooklyn-
centeronline.org. 

STORYTIME: Children 3 to 8 
years old listen to a story and 
look at picture books. Free. 
2:30 pm. Greenlight Book-
store [686 Fulton St. between 
S. Elliott Place and S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 
246–0200], greenlightbook-
store.com. 

“A COW NAMED COW”: Chil-
dren’s musical and book se-
ries, part of “Paradigm Shifts” 
festival. $10–$15. 3:00pm. 
Actors Fund Arts Center [160 
Schermerhorn St. between 
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THURS, MARCH 13
FILM, “MEAN STREETS”: As 

part of the fi lm series “Under 
the Infl uence: Scorsese/
Walsh.” $13 ($8 members). 
4:30 pm, 7 pm, 9:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Academy of Music 
[30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100], www.bam.org. 

COMEDY, STEAMBOAT: A Lit-
erary Humor Series: Hosted 
by Bob Powers with Jason 
Diamond, Wayne Gladstone, 
and other funny people. Free. 
7:30 pm. Greenlight Book-
store [686 Fulton St. between 
S. Elliott Place and S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 
246–0200], greenlightbook-
store.com. 

BINDLESTIFF FAMILY CIRKUS 
CABARET: Alternative vari-
ety show featuring sideshow, 
vaudeville, and burlesque. 8 
pm. Brooklyn Lyceum [227 
Fourth Ave. at President 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
857–4816], www.brooklynly-
ceum.com. 

FRI, MARCH 14
FILM, “RAGING BULL”: Part 

of the fi lm series “Under the 
Infl uence: Scorsese/Walsh.” 
$13 ($8 members). 2 pm, 4:40 
pm, 9:45 pm. Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100], 
www.bam.org. 

READING, BEDTIME MATH 
2: Glow in the Dark party 
with Laura Overdeck. RSVP 
requested. Free. 3:30–4:30 
pm. powerHouse on 8th [1111 
Eighth Ave. between 11th and 
12th streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 666–3049], www.power-
housearena.com. 

READING, WESLEY STACE: 
Author of “Wonderkid.” 
With Dan Zanes. Free. 7:30 
pm. Greenlight Bookstore 
[686 Fulton St. between S. 
Elliott Place and S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 
246–0200], greenlightbook-
store.com. 

THEATER, “KING LEAR”: The-
atre for a New Audience 
performs Shakespeare’s play. 
$60–$75. 7:30 pm. Polon-
sky Shakespeare Center [262 
Ashland Pl. between Fulton 
and Lafayette avenues in 
Fort Greene, (866) 811–4111], 
www.tfana.org. 

THEATER, “A ONE NIGHT 
STAND”: Student-performed 
and directed one-act plays 
and monologues. Free. 7:30 
pm. St. Francis College [180 
Remsen St. between Court 
and Clinton streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 489–5200], 
www.sfc.edu. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN CHAMBER 
MUSIC SOCIETY: Perform-
ing works by Scarlatti, Gideon 
Klein, and Dvorák. $30 ($20 
students). 8 pm. Chapel at 
First Unitarian Church [Pierre-
pont Street between Clinton 
Street and Monroe Place in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 858–
0718], www.brooklyncham-
bermusicsociety.org. 

SAT, MARCH 15

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
MULCH AND TREE GIVEAWAY: 

The Green-Wood Historic 
Fund will be giving away free 
mulch and trees at Green-

Wood Cemetery. Free. 2–4 
pm. Green-Wood Cemetery 
[Fifth Avenue and 25th Street 
in Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–7300], www.green-wood.
com. 

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “MEDEA”: Gallery 

Players perform the classic 
Greek play of a woman aveng-
ing her husband’s betrayal. 2 
pm, 8 pm. Gallery Players [199 
14th St., between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Park Slope, 
(212) 352–3101], www.gallery-
players.com. 

MUSIC, METRO CHAMBER 
ORCHESTRA: Featuring the 
American operatic debut of 
Russian soprano Svetlana 
Kasyan. $30–$50. 7 pm. Ca-
thedral of St. Joseph (856 
Pacifi c St. between Vanderbilt 
and Underhill avenues in Pros-
pect Heights), www.brownpa-
pertickets.com/event/445928. 

MUSIC, “TURANDOT”: Metro 
Chamber Orchestra performs 
Puccini’s fi nal opera. $30–$50. 
8 pm. Cathedral of St. Joseph 
(856 Pacifi c St. between Van-
derbilt and Underhill avenues 
in Prospect Heights), www.
themetrochamberorchestra.
org. 

OTHER
“HICCUP HELP”: The Paper Bag 

Players celebrate 55 years 
of creating and performing 
great theater for children. 
$12. 10:30 am. Kingsborough 
Community College [2001 
Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 
Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 368–5596], www.on-
stageatkingsborough.org. 

IMAGINE JACKSON POLLOCK: 
Young tots examine the 
natural elements and explore 
fi re and water while learn-
ing about the artist Jackson 
Pollock. Free with museum 
admission. 11:30 am. Brook-
lyn Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.brook-
lynkids.org. 

PURIM CELEBRATION: Songs, 
costume parade, crafts, and 
hamanstschen. 6:30 pm. Bay 
Ridge Jewish Center [405 81st 
Street, near Fourth Avenue in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 836–3103], 
www.bayridgejewishcenter.
org. 

By Will Bredderman

Slainte! Saint Paddy’s Day 
is still more than a week 
away, but shamrock sea-

son has already started in Bay 
Ridge. And Bay Ridge Nights 
has a modest proposal or two 
for your week’s end. 

Don’t let the German last 
name fool you — your Bay 
Ridge Nights guide is bursting 
with half-Irish pride (case in 
point — did you know that a 
proper shamrock has only three 
leaves, as Saint Patrick used 
it to teach the Catholic con-
cept of the Trinity to the Irish 
pagans?). So head on down to 
the old main drag this weekend, 
and raise a pint of Gat to the 
Emerald Isle.

Start Friday 
at one of Bay 
Ridge’s finest 
Irish public hous-
es, Pipin’s Pub 
[9701 Third Ave. 
at 97th Street], 
where singer — 
and former police 
officer — Brian 
Monaghan will 
regale the audi-
ence with acoustic 
Celtic tunes start-
ing at 9 pm. Or if you would 
prefer to dance and have a bit of 
craic, head to the Harp [7710 
Third Ave. between 77th and 
78th streets] at 10 pm for the 
“Saturday Night Dance Mix” 
with DJ Sally B. The man at 

the tables may be 
Italian, but the bar 
is pure Eire.

Aye, but 
Saturday is when 
the streets really 
run kelly green. 
Have a whale of 
a time down at 
the Yellow Hook 
Grille [7003 Third 
Ave. at Ovington 
Avenue] with 
John Rafferty, 

a Brooklyn-born Irish rocker 
whose original songs bear hints 
of both traditional Celtic folk 
and country music — and, of 
course, classic rock. Or stop by 
another of the neighborhood’s 
esteemed Irish institutions, 

Hunter’s Steak & Ale House 
[9404 Fourth Ave. between 94th 
and 95th streets], where Frankie 
Marra — the president of Bay 
Ridge’s famous Saint Patrick’s 
Day Parade committee — and 
Tony Monier will strum a set of 
classic crowd-pleasing ditties. 

If you really want to say 
“cead mile failte” to the Irish 
spring, head up to Kitty 
Kiernan’s [9715 Third Ave. 
between 97th Street and Marine 
Avenue] to catch all-original 
singer-songwriter Brion Riborn 
on the acoustic guitar. The 
music is not quite Irish, but the 
bar’s ambience is enough to 
have you thinking you’re back 
in dear, dirty Dublin. 

Erin go bragh!

Get ossified early in Bay Ridge this weekend

BALLROOM DANCE CLASSES: 
For beginners of all ages. 
Free. 6–9 pm. FIAO Beacon 
Community Center at IS 96 
[99 Avenue P. between W. 
11th and W.12th streets in 
Bensonhurst, (718) 232–2266]. 

SPORTS, ATLANTIC 10 CHAM-
PIONSHIP: College basket-
ball. $21–$75. 7 pm. Barclays 
Center [620 Atlantic Ave. 
at Pacifi c Street in Prospect 
Heights, (917) 618–6100], 
www.barclayscenter.com. 

FILM, “REGENERATION”: Silent 
fi lm with live accompaniment 
by pianist Steve Sterner. Part 
of the fi lm series “Under the 
Infl uence: Scorsese/Walsh.” 
$13 ($8 members). 7:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Academy of Music 
[30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100], www.bam.org. 

TALK, “SHELTER PEEP SHOW”: 
Ongoing series dedicated to 
kinky, “stripped down” the-
ater. $10. 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

Smith and Hoyt streets in 
Downtown Brooklyn, (718) 
398–4675], www.encom-
passopera.org. 

NIGHT SKY: Let the rangers be 
your guide to the stars. Free. 
7 pm. Salt Marsh Nature Cen-
ter [3302 Avenue U in Marine 
Park, (718) 421–2021]. 

SUN, MARCH 9

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, JAZZ CLASSES: WeBop 

teaches children 2 to 5 years 
old and their caregivers about 
the core concepts, instru-
ments, and great performers 
of jazz in eight workshops. 
$350 (whole series for one 
child and adult). BAM Kids 
[30 Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4129], www.bam.org. 

THEATER, DRIVING MISS 
DAISY: The funny, timeless, 
Pulitzer prize winning play 
tells the story of Miss Daisy, 
her chauffeur and the deep 
south. $20. 3 pm. Kingsbor-
ough Community College 
[2001 Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 
Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 368–5596], www.on-
stageatkingsborough.org. 

OTHER
FILM, FILM FESTIVAL — “IS-

RAEL TALKING @ THE MOV-
IES”: Four fi lms examine how 
Jewish ideas of identity and 
responsibility are portrayed 
in modern Israeli fi lm. $10. 
11 am. Brooklyn Heights 
Synagogue [131 Remsen St. 
near Court Street in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 522–2070], 
www.bhsbrooklyn.org. 

ARTY FACTS: Children 4 to 7 
years old explore the galler-
ies, enjoy an activity and take 
an art class. $10 materials 
fee plus museum admission. 
11 am and 1:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Avenue 
in Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

TRUMMYTONES: March is roar-
ing like a lion with Kindi rock’s 
best Trumytones joined by 
Mil’s Trill’s Amelia Robinson 
on electric ukulele and ac-
cordionist extrordinaire Matt 
Dallow. $10 ($15 at door, 
non-walkers free). 11 am. 
Shapeshifter Lab [18 Whitwell 
Place in Park Slope, (646) 
820–9452], www.shapeshift-
erlab.com. 

“MY FAVORITE THINGS”: Jazz 
and Latin melodies per-
formed by Marjorie R. Sanua 
and accompanying musicians. 
3–5 pm. East Midwood Jew-
ish Center [1625 Ocean Ave. 
between avenues P and L in 
Midwood, (718) 338–3800]. 

“CIRQUE ZIVA”: The Golden 
Dragon Acrobats showcase 
traditional Chinese acrobat-
ics, dance and costumes. Suit-
able for children of all ages. 
$35 ($17.50 for children). 3 
pm. Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brooklyn 
College [2900 Campus Rd., 
between Amersfort Place and 
Kenilworth Place in Midwood, 
(718) 951–4500], www.brook-
lyncenteronline.org. 

MON, MARCH 10
TALK, FINDING YOUR FOOT-

ING IN A FRACTURED 
LAND: Lecture by author 
and activist Seamus McGraw. 

Free. 4 pm. St. Francis Col-
lege [180 Remsen St. between 
Court and Clinton streets in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 489–
5200], www.sfc.edu. 

READING, PHIL KLAY: Au-
thor of “Redeployment.” In 
conversation with Patrick 
McGrath. Free. 7–9 pm. Pow-
erHouse Arena [37 Main St. at 
Water Street in Dumbo, (718) 
666–3049], www.powerhou-
searena.com. 

READING, DINAW MENGESTU: 
Author of “All Our Names.” 
Free. 7:30 pm. Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliott Place and 
S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246–0200], 
greenlightbookstore.com. 

MUSIC, SHOKO NAGAI: “Take’n 
Shadows”: Composer and 
pianist Shoko Nagai performs 
new ensemble project. $20 
($15 students, seniors, mem-
bers). 8 pm. Roulette [509 At-
lantic Ave. at Third avenue in 
Fort Greene, (917) 267–0368], 
roulette.org. 

TUES, MARCH 11
BUG OUT!: Children of all ages 

meet grasshoppers, worms, 
and Madagascar hissing cock-
roaches. Free with museum 
admission. 11:30 am–12:30 
pm and 2:30–3:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.brook-
lynkids.org. 

FILM, “HAITI — WHERE DID 
THE MONEY GO?”: Docu-
mentary tracing the money 
donated toward Haitian relief 
efforts after 2010 earthquake. 
$15. 6:30 pm. 61 Local (61 
Bergen St. between Boerum 
Place and Smith Street in 
Boerum Hill), www.61local.
com. 

READING, SHAOLAN: Author 
of “Chineasy.” Reading. 7–9 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.com. 

COMEDY, DUMBO COMEDY: 
Standup hosted by Aaron 
Kominos-Smith and Meghan 
Hanley. Free. 8 pm. Dish 
Dumbo [81 Washington St. 
between York and Front 
streets in Dumbo, (718) 625–
3474], www.facebook.com/
dumbocomedy. 

TALK, SECRET SCIENCE CLUB: 
Cognitive scientist Paul 
Bloom discusses the origins 
of good and evil. Free. 8 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

WED, MARCH 12
READING, CHARISE MERICLE 

HARPER: Author of “GO, GO, 
GO, STOP.” RSVP requested. 
Free. 11:30 am. powerHouse 
on 8th [1111 Eighth Ave. be-
tween 11th and 12th streets in 
Park Slope, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.com. 

THEATER, “GETTYSBURG: 
One Woman’s War”: Actress 
Michele LaRue’s one woman 
show offers a look at the 
battle and its aftermath from 
a female perspective. Free. 
4:30 pm. St. Francis College 
[180 Remsen St. between 
Court and Clinton streets in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 489–
5200], www.sfc.edu. 

Candide camera: Theater2020’s rendition of Leonard Bernstein’s 
“Candide” is at Saint Charles Borromeo Church through March 9.
 LAB Photography
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By Ruth Brown

Interfaith Medical Center 
has long served as a place to 
get a physical or have your 

tonsils taken out, but recently 
it has taken on a second life as 
a theater.

Since early January, the 
New Brooklyn Theater  has 
been staging  an on-site rendi-
tion of Edward Albee’s 1959 
play “The Death of Bessie 
Smith” inside the bankrupt 
Bedford-Stuyvesant hospital’s 
yellowing conference room, 
and the production has become 
an unlikely hit.

The local troupe initially 
planned a modest two-week 
run of the once-act play — 
which tells the story of blues 
singer Bessie Smith’s death 
after being refused admission 
to an all-white hospital — in 
an effort to raise awareness of 
the hospital’s precarious future 
and the impact its closure could 
have on the community. 

But the free show, which 
sees accomplished actors per-
forming in front of sets drawn 
on cardboard and battling the 
nearby Long Island Rail Road 
to be heard, has enjoyed nation-
al press attention and packed 
houses, and the play is now in 
its seventh week, with more 
planned if the donations con-
tinue to flow in.

Will the show’s critical 
success translate into political 
action? We caught up with Jeff 
Strabone, the New Brooklyn 
Theater’s board chairman, to 
find out. 

Ruth Brown: Are your audi-
ence members typically aware 
of the situation at Interfaith 
coming in?

Jeff Strabone: Some come 
for the hospital, some for Albee, 
some because it sounds like 
a hot ticket. Everyone leaves 
with a heightened awareness 
of the politics of health in New 
York City.

RB: Have any actually been 
inspired to join the cause?

JS: We think so. I don’t 
know how many people go 
from the audience to the coali-
tion meetings — there is no 
way to measure some things. 
But we’re satisfied that we’ve 
raised consciousness about 
hospitals and inequality and 
delivery. And also, all of the 
elected officials who represent 
Bed-Stuy have spoken to our 
audiences. So they have been 
reminded that saving Interfaith 
is a community priority.

RB: Do hospital staff and 
patients come to see the show?

JS: Every audience varies. 
Some have been heavy with 
nurses and hospital workers, 
others have been Bed-Stuy 

people. We’ve had people come 
from as far away as the Bronx 
and New Jersey just because 
they’ve heard it was happen-
ing. Some people from other 
hospital catchment areas hear-
ing about what is happening at 
Interfaith may be all the more 
ready to get involved when 
their hospital is threatened. So 
if nothing else, we’ve put lots of 
people on alert that this is a big 
issue for this city.

RB: What are some of the 
unique challenges you have 
encountered staging a play in 
a hospital?

JS: It’s a challenge for the 
actors to perform there. They 
enter the performance space 
from either the waiting room or 
the cafeteria. So they’re stand-
ing there in the waiting room 
while people are watching 
“Wheel of Fortune” and talk-
ing on cellphones and crying 
about their loved ones, and then 
they have to be ready to be back 
in the scene. In the final scene, 
the Intern and the Orderly char-
acters re-enter with bloody out-
fits and I’ve been in the wait-
ing room and seen people gasp 
and say “They’ve got blood on 
them!” And we tell them, “No, 
no they’re actors!” There has 
been some unintentional com-
edy, but our actors are really 
troopers and they’re committed 
to the project.

“The Death of Bessie 
Smith” at Interfaith Medical 
Center (1545 Atlantic Ave. at 
Albany Avenue in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, www.newbrook-
lyntheater.com). March 7 at 
7:30 pm, March at 2 pm and 
7:30 pm, March 9 at 2 pm. Free. 
Reservations recommended.
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Join us as the journey continues...
11 years of  great performances 

with the Metro Chamber Orchestra

Philip Nuzzo – Artistic Director & Conductor

Saturday, 
March 15, 2014 • 8PM

Puccini’s 
TURANDOT

Panicali, Murray, Svetlov: Nuzzo
Brooklyn Conservatory Choral

Leif  Ericson Day School Junior Choir
Our Lady of  Guadalupe Childrens Choir

— Co Cathedral of  St. Joseph —
856 Pacific Street • Brooklyn, NY

www.brownpapertickets.com/event/445928

www.themetrochamberorchestra.org 

Come down, sit back with your 
favorite order of food and drinks.

Every time, is the perfect time!

274 4th Avenue | Brooklyn, NY 11215 | 718-222-0280

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR OTHER EVENTS AT
www.brooklyncolony.com

OPERATING THEATER
A play inside Interfaith Medical Center 

has become an unlikely success story

Medical drama: Actors Jessica Afton and Edwin Lee Gibson in “The Death of 
Bessie Smith” at Interfaih Medical Center. Photo by Kristina Williamson
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KARAOKE
Every Wed. 8pm

LIVE 
MUSIC

Fri., 03/07 - Closenuf - 10pm
Sat., 03/08 - Prodigal Child - 9pm

Sun., 03/09 - Tommy & Mary Ellen - 6pm
Fri., 03/14 - DJ Suds - 10pm

Sat., 03/15 - Frankie Marra & His Band - 10pm 
Sun., 03/16 - Martin McQuade St Patty’s Show - 6pm718 -989 - 8952

7717 3rd Ave., Bay Ridge  GreenhouseCafe.com  Valet Parking

Off Premise Catering

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH

RESERVATION SUGGESTED

(718) 833-8200

Lunch Menu 
$2500

plus tax
and gratuity

Choice of Appetizers
Zuppa De Mussels  Soup Du Jour  Dinner Salad  French Onion Soup

Pasta Du Jour  Stuffed Mushrooms  Eggplant Rolletini  Seafood Salad 
Caesar Salad  Fried Calamari  Baked Clams  Shrimp Cocktail

Fresh Fruit plate

Entrées
*All Entrées served with Fresh Vegetables and Potato or Rice

Half Semi-Boneless Roasted Chicken  Stuffed Rack of Pork 
Roasted Long Island Duck  Grilled Boneless Shell Steak  Filet Mignon 

Rack of Lamb  Filet of Sole Florentine  Salmon Filet
Twin 5oz Lobster Tails  Shrimp with Pecan Pesto  Surf ‘n’ Turf

J.R. Seafood Platter

Choice of Dessert
 Chocolate Mousse

Ice Cream or Sherbert
Tiramisu  Brownie Overload
Apple Strudel  Cheesecake

Fresh Fruit Plate
Chocolate Mousse Pie

Mousse Pie Cheesecake

 celebrates 

         NYC Restaurant Week 

plus tax & gratuity

Dinner Menu
$3800

International 
Woman’s 

Day

LOBSTER DINNER SPECIALS

Cup of any Chowder or Bisque (add $4)  Key Lime Pie or Chocolate Cake (add $4)

SINGLE  
$24 + TAX 
INCLUDES: 
 1¼ lb Lobster  

(steamed or broiled)
 French Fries, Sweet Potato Fries  

or Lettuce & Tomato Salad 
 Cole Slaw

TWIN  
$44 + TAX 

INCLUDES: 
 (Two) 1¼ lb Lobsters  
(steamed or broiled)

 (Two) French Fries, Sweet Potato 
Fries or Lettuce & Tomato Salad 

 Cole Slaw

Market Specials & Menu Online: Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Pkwy (Exit 9 or 9a) Sheepshead Bay BKLYN

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across from the UA Movies)

Hours: Sun.–Thurs. 9am–9pm  Fri. & Sat. 9am–11pm
1-800-404-CLAW FREE 

PARKING

ZAGAT  
RATED  
EXCELLENT

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

3 $39F
O
R

LOBSTER SALE

GUARANTEED TO AVERAGE 
OVER 1 1/4 LBS EACH

OTHER SIZES
AVAILABLE

LIVE OR STEAMED
NO LIMIT

RETAIL
MARKET ONLY

Exp. 3/18/14

Exp. 3/18/14

DINER & RESTAURANT
1619 718-331-2221

 

RATED #1 DINER IN BROOKLYN
BY THE DAILY NEWS

FREE PARKING
ON PREMISES

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Enjoy a FREE 
Glass of Wine 
with Dinner

Coffee or Soda 
with Lunch 
and Dinner

(with this ad)
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A Center for Adults

EAST NY ADULT DAY CARE
21 Snyder Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11226
FOR ADULTS with DISABILITIES

VISIT US!!!

Celebrate each day

of your life!

East NY Adult Day Care is a social day program that 
provides unique, stimulating and comprehensive 
services to adults that require assistance; while 
enhancing socialization and daily living skills.

We offer a safe, supportive and culturally sensitive
environment that promotes Health, Independence,
Dignity and Better Quality of Life.

Our goal is to enable you to live in 
your home and in the community; 
while tailoring a structured program 
that enriches the way you live.

TO REGISTER PLEASE CALL:

347–770–8993
Fax: (347) 770–8994

Email: eastnyadultdaycare@gmail.com

FREE

FREE
if you qualify

if you qualify
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MARINE PARK 

Hip, hip, hooray to the nursing staff at 
Mount Sinai Beth Israel Brooklyn Med-

ical Center. The Florence Nightingales 
were honored at the inaugural Nursing Re-
search Day on Feb. 12. 

Registered Nurse Michael Willis was 
named “Evidence Based Champion” for 
his efforts to disseminate best practices in 
pressure ulcer assessment and prevention.

“Best Innovative Approach” awards 
went to Registered Nurses Yvetgte Tab-

ernilla, Eugene Vaknansky, Maritoni 

Farin, and Genalyn Bravo. These angels 
of mercy are on the frontlines of patient 
care, and leading the way in new and inno-
vative techniques to give the best darn nur-
turing anywhere, according to Registered 
Nurse Angela Babaev, interim director.

“Nurses are lifelong learners,” she said. 
“The ultimate goal of research is to develop, 
refi ne, and expand the body of knowledge 
that guides nursing practice, to improve 
quality of nursing care and ultimately pa-
tient outcomes.”

Mount Sinai Beth Israel Medical Cen-
ter [3201 Kings Hwy. at E. 32nd Street in 
Marine Park (718) 252–3000].

FLATBUSH

Welcome to the director
Congrats to Matthew Wolf, the new 

executive director of the Kings Theater, 
formerly the Lowes Kings. The ACE The-

atrical Group is in charge of refurbishing 
the grand dame of movie theaters and it in-
formed Standing O that Matthew assumed 
the offi ce on March 1. 

Matthew was a borough son from 1999 
to 2009, and then moved away. But he is re-
ally happy to be back, and said the Kings 
Theater would give Brooklyn one more 
voice in the community and a world class 
venue, alongside the Barclays Center and 
the Brooklyn Academy of Music. 

“Brooklyn is a vast and growing city,” 
he said. “It is an exciting opportunity to 
create a new venue that Brooklynites and 
patrons from across the region are sure to 
fall in love with all over again.”

Standing O has fond memories of the 

movie theater that hosted her high school 
graduation. 

Kings Theater (1027 Flatbush Ave. at 
Tilden Avenue in Flatbush).

BOROUGH WIDE

Yippee! 
Hats off to Gene Berardelli and Russ 

Gallo, whose red-blooded, weekly podcast 
“Brooklyn GOP Radio” has been nomi-
nated for an award at the annual conserva-
tive blogger powwow, BlogBash. 

Gene and Russ were picked for their 
work issuing right-of-center dispatches 
from deep-blue Brooklyn every Wednes-

day night at 8 pm. Since 2010, they have fea-
tured interviews with Republican luminar-
ies, such as National Rifl e Association prez 
David Keene and former Florida congress-
man Allen West. 

The pair faces stiff competition for the 
top prize, but as Brooklyn GOP-ers, Be-
rardelli and Gallo are used to staring down 
the competition.

• • •

Kearney card night
Bishop Kearney High School will be 

hosting its 41st annual Card Party Extrava-
ganza — “Go for the Gold” — on March 21 
at 7 pm.

A $20 donation includes a sandwich, 
soda, cookies, tea, and coffee. Come and en-
joy a fun night, with hundreds of prizes — 
Chinese auction-style. 

For tickets — in advance only — call 
(718) 236–6363 X 247 or e-mail vlake@bish-
opkearneyhs.org. 

BENSONHURST

Reaching out with grant
Cheers to the American Red Cross. 

The charitable giant that helps out in 
times of need awarded a grant for $40,000 
to Reaching-Out Community Services 

— that other giant charitable organization 
right here in Brooklyn — to help Hurricane 
Sandy victims. Can you feel the love? 

The funding will provide food distribu-
tion to those still suffering from the effects 
of the super storm, especially in Coney Is-
land and Canarsie. 

Sandy may have blown out more than 16 
months ago, but the effects are still lingering, 
and Reaching Out is still out there helping. 

“The American Red Cross is enabling 
us to reach people who are still in need of 
support and services,” said Thomas Neve, 
executive director at Reaching-Out. “This 
outreach would not be possible without Red 
Cross support.”

Standing O is reaching out to say, 
“Thanks Red Cross.”

Reaching-Out Community Services 
[7708 New Utrecht Ave. at 79th Street in 
Bensonhurst, (718) 373–4565].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

MIDWOOD

Put your hands together for 
Clara Leiberman. The glowing, gor-
geous centenarian turned the big 100 
amid balloons, candles, cards, cake, 
and loving wishes from family and 
friends. 

Our pal Clara was all smiles when 
she received congratulations from 
Councilman Chaim Deutsch (D–
Midwood). His representative, Mariya 

Yudkevich, presented the birthday 
gal with a beautiful plaque commemo-
rating her milestone anniversary.

Clara’s daughter Lillian Leiber-

man presented her mama with the big-
gest cake you can imagine, while loving 
family members, granddaughters Deb-

bie Herman, Julie Sullivan, and Sue 

Michaels, grandson Joe Anthony, Sr., 
and great-grandsons Dylan Michales 
and Joe Anthony Jr., added their 
voices to a rousing chorus of “Happy 
Birthday.”

Standing O wishes Clara a very happy 
birthday, and many more to come. 

St. Brendan’s Senior Citizen Apart-
ments [1215 Avenue O at E. 13th Street in 
Midwood, (718) 645–7112].

BENSONHURST

On your mark, get set, go
Faster than a speeding bullet, re-

laying around the track in a single 
bound, are Jackie and Tessy Gal-

lagher. The zooming sibs, students 
at Bishop Kearney High School, 
left the competition in the dust at last 
week’s Brooklyn-Queens Diocesan 
Indoor Track tourney at the New 
York Armory.

The pair covered the track faster 
than the wind, earning themselves 
the championship. Tessy whizzed the 
3,000-meter run, and Jackie clocked 
the 1,500 meter in 5:04, setting an all-
new Kearney Varsity record. 

Speed is in the Gallagher genes. 
Cousin Colleen Gallagher broke 
the freshman record for the 1,000 me-
ter run at the same event last year. 

Standing O wishes the Gallagher 
clan many speedy congratulations.

Bishop Kearney High Scool [2202 
60th St. at Bay Parkway in Benson-
hurst, (718) 236–6363].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

Best nurses = Best practices at hosp.

Yeah! 100 years young & counting

CELEBRATE!: Centenarian Clara Leiberman celebrates her big day with daughter Lillian Leiber-
man; granddaughters Sue Michaels, Debbie Herman, and Julie Sullivan; grandson Joe Anthony, 
Sr.; and great grandsons Dylan Michaels and Joe Anthony, Jr. Photo by Steve Solomonson
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Book lovers fl ocking to 

the Central Library will 
soon be able to purchase 
some treats to keep their 
literary fl ights of fancy 
aloft when a Gowanus pie 
shop opens an outpost in 
the lobby.

The bakery and cafe 
Four and Twenty Black-
birds will start serving up 
pies and grub on March 14, 
which math nerds celebrate 
as Pi Day in honor of the 
endless number which be-
gins “3.14.” A co-owner of 
the sweet shop said that, 
cheeky though the choice 
of deadline may be, it also 
adds much-needed ur-
gency to getting the shop 
in order.

“That date was inten-
tional, and it puts us under 
the gun to fi nish setting 
up,” said partial pro-pie-
etor Emily Elsen. 

Elsen and her sister Me-
lissa opened the Gowanus 
location, on Third Avenue 

and Eighth Street, in 2010 
and made a name for them-
selves with surprising cre-
ations such as salted cara-
mel apple, chili chocolate, 
and grapefruit custard 
pies, all using ingredients 
from nearby locales.

The library followed 
their lead by selecting a ven-
dor locally, a Brooklyn Pub-

lic Library spokesman said.
“They’re homegrown 

and locally based,” David 
Woloch said. “It’s great to 
have them aboard.”

The new location will 
be in the main lobby of 
the prose palace on Grand 
Army Plaza between East-
ern Parkway and Flatbush 
Avenue, but bookworms 

will have to check out their 
titles before chowing down.

In addition to pies, the 
eatery will carry sand-
wiches, soups, salads, and 
coffee.

The Elsens inked a 
three-year lease with the 
Brooklyn Public Library, 
and will pay the library a 
percentage of what they 

make in lieu of rent. This is 
not the fi rst time a Brook-
lyn cultural institution has 
opened its doors to restau-
rateurs. Next door to the 
library, the Brooklyn Mu-
seum  welcomed top-rated 
chef Saul Bolton last sum-
mer . And Fort Greene’s 
Theatre for a New Audience 
opened in November with a 
Danny Meyers-run cafe we 
are calling  “Shakespeare 
Shack.” 

Nor is it the fi rst move 

to open up public libraries 
to private use. An initiative 
is under way to  rent out for-
mer offi ce space in the Red 
Hook and Williamsburg 
branches to artists and mu-
sicians  (see opposite page).

Once their doors open, 
the sisters hope to start 
educational programs, in-
cluding pie-baking classes 
and reading rewards.

The library will also 
host Pi Day activities for 
kids on March 14.

Gowanus bakery and cafe is setting up shop in the Central Library

PIE SOCIETY: Stephanie Monohan shows off a tray of Four and 
Twenty Blackbird’s signatures wares at the bakery’s Gowanus loca-
tion. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Coming soon: Pie at the library

Some books to eat by
The Brooklyn Public Library will begin selling pie, and we’re adding 

value to this story by detailing our favorite pie-centric books:

Look, we’re not going to lie to you. When not involving math, the ma-
jority of pie-themed books are for kids. So don’t be afraid to give 
your wee-one a slice of apple a la mode while you check out (literal-
ly) “Moon Pie” by Simon Mason, the story of a little girl who has to 
take on many responsibilities 
after her dad falls 
off a ladder. Then 
there’s “Enemy 

Pie” by Derek Munson, in 
which a boy tries to gain the trust 

of a new kid in town through 
a secret recipe. Of 
course, no pie list 
would be complete 
without Beatrix Potter’s classic 
“The Pie and the Patty-Pan.”
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Pick up a little something 
for your chest pain.
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• ‘I never had a point guard like 
him and I probably never will 
again.’

• ‘All we kept saying 
was ‘we have to keep 
it up.’ ’

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Abraham Lincoln made 

it clear that it has the best 
squad in the city last Sun-
day, with one of its most fa-
mous alums in attendance.

“We kind of fi gured that 
everybody heard of us, but 
they never experienced us,” 
Seton Hall-bound guard Isa-
iah Whitehead said. 

Former Railsplitters 
star and Indiana Pacers 
guard Lance Stephenson 
got to see the team grab an 
impressive 90–71 victory 
over Thomas Jefferson in 
the Public School Athletic 
League Brooklyn boys’ bas-
ketball fi nal at City College. 
Stephenson was also at the 
team’s semifi nal game and 
spent a few days watching 
practice.  

“We huddled [Saturday] 
and he said, ‘Great teams 
win big games.’ ” White-
head said. “Today is a big 
game and we won.” 

Railsplitters coach 
Dwayne “Tiny” Morton 
feels it was important for 
his players to get to hear 
from Stephenson, a four-
time city champion, with 
the playoffs on the hori-
zon. He talked about the 
physicality of postseason 
games.

“Everybody needs that,” 
Morton said. “Somebody 
from the outside, somebody 
who has been there that 
knows the program. They 
will defi nitely listen to a 
guy like him.”   

The visit from Stephen-
son was only a small piece 
of the Railsplitters’ mo-
tivation coming into the 
game. Orange Wave coach 

Lawrence “Bud” Pollard 
boasted of a guaranteed vic-
tory. That prompted Morton 
to show up in an Iron Mike 
Tyson sweatshirt to signify 
who the undisputed champ 
was.

“Everyone wants to beat 
us,” said St. Peter’s commit 
Elisha Boone. “Every time 
we play we have say that we 

are the best in the city, the 
best in the state, and that 
we are one of the top teams 
in the country.”  

He and his teammates 
took out their frustrations 
by starting the game on an 
18–0 run before Jefferson 
even got going. The Rail-
splitters (24–3) — ranked 
No. 20 in the country by 

USA Today — were 
up 24–9 after the 
fi rst quarter and 
46–25 at the half. 

Desi Rodriguez 
scored 24 points. 
Whitehead tallied 
22 and Boone added 
21. Daquise An-
drews paced Jeffer-
son (18–9) with 21 
points and Shamo-
rie Ponds had 16. 
Patrick Bryant 
chipped in 15. 

Morton knew his 
team was ready to 
go.

“I didn’t know 
we are going to start 
like that, but I knew 
we were going to be 
ready.” he said. 

Jefferson did 
get back into the 
game with Lincoln 
subbing and losing 
focus on defense. 
The Railspitters 
lead went down to 
just nine several 
times in the third 
and fourth quar-
ter, the last coming 
at 72–63 with 4:08 
remaining in the 
game. Lincoln went 
on to blow the game 
open late.

The victory 
locks up the top 

seed for the defending city 
champions in the upcom-
ing city playoffs. Lincoln 
enjoyed this win, but has 
its eyes on even bigger ones 
moving forward.

“We are very good,” 
Whitehead said. “We still 
have a couple of games left 
to be the best in the city.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Fontbonne Hall’s sea-

son didn’t start very 
promisingly, but it fi n-
ished strong. 

The Bonnies team 
dropped its fi rst two Cath-
olic High School Athletic 
Association Brooklyn-
Queens Division II games 
with star forward Kris-
ten Sullivan out with an 
ankle injury. But then a 
Christmas-break trip to 
the Cactus Jam tourna-
ment in Arizona brought 
the inexperienced group 
together. 

Senior guard Kate Oli-
ver said she wasn’t sure 
if her teammates had a 
big season in them when 
the year started, but 
14-straight league wins 
later, Fontbonne is cele-
brating its fourth regular 
season crown in the last 
fi ve years.

“We’ve gotten through 
it,” Oliver said. “We fi n-
ished in fi rst.”

The Bonnies will face 
further adversity head-
ing into the postseason, 
which begins on Feb. 27 
at Monsignor McClancy 
in the diocesan semifi -
nals. Sullivan, the team’s 
leading rebounder, may 

be lost again for the post-
season with a bone bruise 
on her leg, according to 
head coach Steve Oliver. 
But Sullivan’s absence 
won’t be as detrimental as 
it was when the season be-
gan — as the team’s recent 
victories over McClancy 
and rival Bishop Kearney 
proved. 

Senior Elizabeth Ser-
rone and junior Ari-
enna Boumoussa have 
raised the level of their 
game. Freshmen call ups 
Meghan Glynn and Emily 
Lind have blossomed into 
scoring threats. Oliver 
has greatly picked up her 
scoring after the gradu-
ation of back backcourt 
mate Cindy Henderson. 
Christina Calascione has 
stepped up to help with 
the ball-handling duties. 
Coach Oliver is thrilled 
with the way the team has 
progressed.

“It gives you so much 
confi dence moving for-
ward,” he said.

Beating McClancy 
and Kearney last week 
even with Sullivan on 
the bench to claim the di-
vision crown certainly 
gave the Bonnies a shot 

— Long Island University’s Landon Atterberry on his 
teammate Jason Brickman 

— Medgar Evers sprinter Ja’Nai Cameron 
on her school’s track record

Continued on page 80

SOARING: Lincoln’s Elisha Boone aims to score during the boys basketball 
fi nal game against Jefferson on Sunday. Photo by Yinghao Luo

BONNE BONNIE: Fontebonne senior Christina Calascione 
makes a fast break and drives down the lane for two points
 Photo by Steve Schnibbe

Fontbonne wins 
its division title

Abraham Lincoln claims 
another borough crown 

Wins second-straight title with Stephenson in stands
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Heather Hardy’s 
i n s pi r a t i o n a l 
story grows with 

each victory. 
The Gerritsen Beach 

boxer’s tale is one of 
perseverance, discovery 
and will. She fi nally has 
a home — an apartment 
near Gleason’s Gym in 
Brooklyn Heights — af-
ter a fi re and Hurricane 
Sandy respectively de-
stroyed her two previous 
residences. Hardy’s true 
habitat remains the ring 
after taking up boxing 
three years ago. 

“I was the most shy 
girl in the whole world 
and I still am, but for 
whatever reason, when I 
got in the ring and fought 
in front of over 2,000 peo-
ple, it felt like home for 
the fi rst time,” she said.

The 32-year-old 
Hardy, nicknamed “The 
Heat,” is now a perfect 
8-0 in her professional 
career after a split-deci-
sion win over Cristina 
Fuentes (77–75, 77–75, 
75–77) in a super ban-
tamweight fi ght at Rose-
land Ballroom on Feb. 
12. She is the Universal 
Boxing Federation In-
ternational champion 
and is expected to head-
line an all female card 
put on by DiBella Enter-
tainment and rapper 50 
Cent’s SMS Promotions. 

Hardy still has a hard 
time believing it all.

“I can’t believe I’m a 
pro boxer,” Hardy said. 
“I can’t believe this is 
my life. ”

Her story illustrates a 
lesson for all. Even in our 
darkest days, we can still 
fi nd hope and a new be-
ginning. 

For Hardy, a divorced 
single mother, that new 
beginning was a kickbox-
ing class in her local gym. 
For others, it could be go-
ing back to school, mak-
ing a career change or no 
longer putting off some-
thing you always wanted 

to do. You just have to go 
out there and try.

“To know that I took 
that fi rst step and did 
something with my life 
is the greatest feeling,” 
Hardy said.

Her calm and tough-
ness comes across in the 
ring. Hardy took a bar-
rage of power punches 
from Fuentes in the open-
ing round. Red marks, 
which later turned to 
black and blues, formed 
on her face. Hardy took 
plenty of punches, but was 
never knocked down and 
made sure to return the 
favor with vicious combi-
nations. She relaxed and 
out-boxed her opponent. 

“I don’t really need to 
calm her down,” said her 
trainer Devon Cormack.  
“I just need to explain 
what happened.”

There is no need to 
explain what happened 
to Hardy’s life. She dis-
covered herself in box-
ing — found what she 
was good at and loved it. 

If you haven’t found 
what you love, Hardy’s is 
one of those stories that 
shows it is never too late. 

“All the moms were 
doing all this shopping 
stuff,” she said. “I felt so 
out of place.”

Now she is right were 
she belongs. 

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Winning at the Millrose Games 

has become an annual even for the 
Medgar Evers girls’ track team. This 
year’s group wasn’t about to let that 
end — despite not featuring the big 
names it did in the past. 

“All we kept saying was ‘we have 
to keep it up,’ ” junior sprinter Ja’Nai 
Cameron said. “It has to be a tradi-
tion.”

She and her teammates kept it that 
way. 

The team of Brenessa Thomp-
son, Kenisha Pugh, Aleah Stewart 
and Cameron won the Public School 
Athletic League 4 x 400 relay with a 
city-leading time of 3:53.58 at the Ar-
mory last Saturday night. It is also 
the third-best mark in the state this 
season. 

This is the Cougars’ fourth-
straight win at the meet after rival 
Benjamin Cardozo won fi ve of the pre-
vious six.

“It’s a big accomplishment,” Cam-
eron said. “We lost a strong team, but 
we just had to build up another team 
to make it just as strong and maintain 
what they have done.”

Medgar Evers did so without hav-
ing to race against Cardozo, which 
had the fastest qualifying time in the 
Millrose Trials (3:58.68). 

The Cardozo team was disquali-
fi ed for a false start and did not get 
to compete. Thompson said that her 

and her teammates’ competiveness 
wanted Cardozo on the track, but 
felt the race’s outcome was never in 
doubt. The Cougars team wasn’t the 
topranked team coming in last season 
either and still won.

“We knew we were going to win,” 
said Thompson, who also placed sec-
ond in the 55 dash with a time of 7.10. 

Medgar Evers still needed a strong 
anchor leg from Cameron to make it 
happen. Paul Robeson star Amanda 
Crawford surged to the front during 
the third leg and opened up a small 
lead prior to the fi nal baton pass, but 
Cameron quickly made up the differ-
ence. 

Crawford, Latoya Stewart, Eketa 
Roberts and Leslieann of Robeson 
placed second with a time of 3:55.71.

“I had a lot of drive coming from 
behind,” Cameron said. “It was more 
motivating. I had to be up in the front. 
It makes me push harder.”

Getting the most out of what it has 
is what this team continues to do. 
There is no Kadecia Baird (Nebraska), 
Shakele Seaton (UPenn), Camile Ed-
wards (UMass) or Nyanka Joseph 
(UConn) this time around. That didn’t 
stop the Medgar Evers team from join-
ing them as Millrose champions.

“We just wanted to do it this year 
again,” Thompson said. 

Young team continues relay heyday at Millrose Games

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Boys and Girls track star Richard 

Rose has experienced the highs and 
lows of the Millrose Games. Knowing 
how losing feels only made the ela-
tion of victory more thrilling.

“It means everything,” The junior 
said of winning the track and fi eld 
showcase. “Last year when we lost, I 
felt like crying. I know how it feels [to 
win] because my freshman year we 
won. It felt good.”

Rose and teammates Michael 
Moore, Donald Merceus and Sha-
vanes Robinson ran Boys & Girls to 
a victory in the Public School Ath-
letic League 4 x 400 meter relay with 
a time of 3:19.66 during the Millrose 
Games at The Armory last Saturday. 
It is the Bedford-Stuyvesant school’s 
third title in the last fi ve years and 
avenges last year’s loss to Tilden. 
The time is the best in New York 
State this season. 

Rose, who has interest from 
Florida State, Louisiana University, 
Michigan and Penn State, had al-
ready closed the gap between fi rst 
and second when the race-leading 

Paul Robeson runner dropped the 
baton in the back turn of the second 

leg. Rose saw a chance to kick it into 
another gear and open up a sizeable 
lead.

“Once I’m in the front, I just go out 
and I don’t wait for no one to come 
and get me,” Rose said. 

Tilden’s team of Kyle Baptist, 
Paul Clarke, Kwasi Applewhite and 
Adekunie Samuel placed second in 
3:22.19. Samuel made a late push for 
fi rst on the anchor leg. He pulled 
within 10 meters of Robinson around 
the fi nal turn, but ran out of gas. Rob-
inson expected the surge to come at 
some point, but had enough left to 
hold it off and secure Boys & Girls 
the title again. 

“This is what we came here to do,” 
Robinson said. “It is a great feeling 
for me and my teammates. Our hard 
work had paid off.”

Tilden had to digest the feeling of 
a second-place fi nish twice last Sat-
urday. The team of Applewhite, Bap-
tist, Clarke and Solomon came sec-
ond again in the boys’ 4 x 200 meter 
relay with a time of 1:31.36. 

Tilden was happy to place at the 

FAST LANE: Boys and Girls’ Shavanes Rob-
inson anchors the Public School Athletic 
League Boys’ 4x400 Relay. 
 Photo by Robert Cole

FLEET FOOTED: Megar Evers’ Brenessa 
Thompson leads off the Eastern High 
School Girls’ 4x200 relay during the 2014 
Millrose Games. Photo by Robert Cole

Boys & Girls reclaims Millrose crown 

Medgar Evers wins 4 in row Hardy’s success 
a lesson that all 

is never lost

Continued on page 80
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SPORTS

Sales: 612 86th St at BQE/278, Brooklyn, NY
Service: 152 58th St, Brooklyn, NY
347.578.7900|www.BayRidgeFord.com

NYCDCA#1017929  DMV#7111183

SALES 
Mon–Thu: 9–9
Fri: 9–7 
Sat: 9–6 
Sun: 11–5

SERVICE 
Mon–Fri: 7–7
Sat: 8–4
Closed 
Sunday

Parliamo 
Italiano

Hablamos 
Español
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*Leases based on 24 months, include 10,500 mi/yr @ 20¢ after. Lease due @ sign= $2995 customer cash down+1st pymt +$0 security + $645 bank fee +tax, tags & DMV fees. Total 
Pymts/Residual: ‘13 Edge $3336/$18,069, ‘14 Escape $2376/ $15,356, ‘14 Fusion SE $2376/$18,169, ’13 C-Max $1896/$19,418, ’14 Fusion Energi $4536/$23,841. †Available on select 
vehicles for qualifi ed buyers. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Not valid on previous purchase. Offers valid with ad. Not resp for typographical errors. Photos for illustration purposes 
only. Used vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Must take delivery by 3/31/14. Offers expire 3 days after pub.

�Sales Drive

COMMERCIAL TRUCK HEADQUARTERS
2013 FORD
F-150 
Supercab STX
Vin# G01567, Stk# FT3637, auto, 

8cyl, AM/FM/CD, a/c, pwr str/brks/lcks, 

Includes and must qualify for factory 

retail cash rebate $2250, 

Conquest $1000, STX Bonus Cash $1000, 

Special Retail Customer Cash $500, 

MSRP $36,680

2013 FORD
Transit 
Connect XL
Vin#145514, Stk# FT3097, auto, 4cyl, 

AM/FM/CD, a/c, pwr str/brks/lcks, 

Includes and must qualify for factory 

retail cash rebate $2500, Conquest 

$1000,Upfit Rebate $350, 

MSRP $23,440

2013 FORD 
E-250 
Cargo Van
Vin#A70869, Stk# FT2976,  auto, 8cyl, 

AM/FM/CD, a/c, pwr str/brks, Commercial 

Van Package, Includes & must qualify for 

factory retail cash rebate $3000, 

Conquest $1200, Upfit Rebate $2500, 

MSRP $29,845 $29,250BUY FORBUY FOR BUY FOR
$23,200$18,945

VIN #556985, Stk# FC3799, auto, 
4cyl, AM/FM/cd, pwr str/brks/wind/
lks, a/c, lthr, nav, rear camera, power 

liftgate, tech pkg. Must qualify for 
Ford conquest rebates. MSRP: $35,960. 

$2995 Due at signing. $0 sec. 
excl taxes & fees.

PER MO | 24 MO LEASE*

$79

Vin#U56125, Stk#FT4017, auto, 
V6, AM/FM/cd, pwr str/brks/wind/
lks, a/c, nav, reverse camera, alloy 

wheels. Must qualify for Ford conquest 
rebates. MSRP: $23,995. $2995 

Due at signing. $0 sec. excl 
taxes & fees.

PER MO | 24 MO LEASE*

$99

Vin#139651, Stk#FC3503, auto, 4cyl, 
AM/FM/cd, pwr str/brks/wind/lks, a/c, 
nav, SE tech/My Ford Touch package, 

appearance package, 18” wheels. 
Must qualify for Ford conquest rebates. 
MSRP: $27,530. $2995 Due at signing. 

$0 sec. excl taxes & fees.

PER MO | 24 MO LEASE*

$99

Vin#E22279, Stk# FT3689, auto, V6, 
AM/FM/cd, pwr str/brks/wind/lks, a/c, 

sync system, aluminum wheels, roof 
rails. Must qualify for Ford conquest 

rebates. MSRP: $30,115. $2995 Due 
at signing. 

$0 sec. excl taxes & fees.

PER MO | 24 MO LEASE*

$139

VIN #216429, Stk# FC392, auto, 
4cyl, AM/FM/cd, pwr str/brks/wind/
lks, a/c, lthr, nav, moonrf. Must qualify 

for Ford conquest rebates. 
MSRP: $39,085. $2995 Due 
at signing. $0 sec. excl taxes 

& fees.

PER MO | 24 MO LEASE*

$189

NEW
2013 FORD

CMax Energi SEL

NEW
2014 FORD

Escape S FWD

NEW
2014 FORD

Fusion SE

NEW
2013 FORD

Edge SE FWD

NEW
2014 FORD

Fusion Energi Titanium
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prestigious meet be-
hind Delaware Valley 
Charter (1:30.37), but 
did not best what it did 
year, when it also place 
number two, with a 
time below its best of 
the season.

“We would have 
won,” the anchor leg 
Solomon said. 

The sophomore, who 
is returning from a 
hamstring injury, was 
still able to keep the 
Blue Devils in second. 
He had to hold off a 
late burst from Medgar 
Evers’ Rasheed Best 
around the fi nal turn. 
The Cougars team of 

Semasa Oni, Corey 
Butcher, Kyle John-
son and Best was third 
with a time of 1:31.42 

“I saw him coming,” 
Solomon said. “I just 
tried to fi nish strong and 
just try to hold him off.” 

Tidlen was in the 
position thanks to 
great second leg from 
the senior Baptist. He 
saw Anthony McFar-
land of DeMatha Catho-
lic (Md.) drop the baton 
on the handoff. Baptist 
immediately pushed 
himself forward and 
erased a small gain to 
takeover second place 
for good.

“I had to switch it to 
next gear and just try 
to go for fi rst,” Baptist 
said. 

in the arm heading into the 
postseason. Sullivan’s team-
mates have stepped up in her 
absence. 

Lind scored 21 points in 
the Bonnies’ Feb. 9 match-up 
versus McClancy. And against 
Kearney on Feb. 10, Oliver 
scored nine of her team-high 
19 points in the fourth quarter 
to help hold off a 30-point night 
from Tigers star Christina 
Heyer. Meghan Glynn scored 
13 points in that game and Ser-
rone added 10 to beat the de-
fending diocesan champions 
58–51.

Kate Oliver raising her 
game at crucial moments has 
been key to the late-season 
run, according to her coach — 

and father.
“She has been playing tre-

mendous against the bigger 
teams,” coach Oliver said.

Fontbonne’s focus now 
shifts to the big prize as the 
Bonnies look to reclaim the 
diocesan crown after its title 
defense ended with a semifi -
nal loss to St. John’s Prep last 
year. Kate Oliver broke her 
hand in that game, and the 
Bonnies lost the lead and then 
the game. This group believes 
it is playing well enough to 
bring home its second title in 
three years.

“I want us to keep playing 
the way we have been, and try 
to get it through the semifi -
nals and get to the champion-
ship,” Kate Oliver said. “If we 
keep playing the way we have 
been playing, it’s going to ben-
efi t us.”

BY MICHAEL RANDAZZO
What a difference a week made 

for the St. Francis College and Long 
Island University men’s basketball 
teams.

Going into the Feb. 8 home 
matchup against conference leader 
Robert Morris, St. Francis was still 
the Northeast Conference upstart 
aiming to burnish its résumé. At that 
same time, the injury-riddled Black-
birds were in a tailspin, losers of four 
straight and outside the conference 
playoffs. 

But then came the pre-tip suspen-
sions of St. Francis stars Brent Jones, 
Wayne Martin, P.J. Santavenere and 
Anthony White, a lopsided loss to the 
Colonials, and White’s arrest for al-
legedly beating his girlfriend. 

The Blackbirds’ luck turned 
around when a snowstorm cancelled 
a game against Sacred Heart and 
gave the squad time to heal. 

Even with Jones, Martin, Santave-
nere back in the lineup last Sunday, 
St. Francis couldn’t hold off a resur-
gent Long Island University squad 
that snapped it’s losing streak by 
pulling out a 69–68 win in the second 
installment of the Battle of Brooklyn 
at the Barclays Center on Feb. 16. 

“We had that long layoff, but to be 
honest, that might have been the best 
thing for us,” said Blackbird coach 
Jack Perri. “We got some really good 
practices in this week.”

St. Francis did have a late chance 
for a win, down just 67–65 with the 
ball and 16 seconds to play. Martin 
looked to drive and split the Black-
bird defense, but his shot hit off the 
rim.

“Wayne saw an opening and drove 

it, that’s what good players do,” said 
Terriers coach Glenn Braica. “He’s 
won three games for us on the last 
possession. Tonight it didn’t work 
out.”

Perri’s decision to switch from a 
zone defense to man-to-man was key, 
because St. Francis (15–11, 6–5) over-
whelmed LIU (8–16, 3–8) on the boards 

in the fi rst matchup. The Blackbirds 
out-rebounded St. Francis 36–34 this 
time around. 

“LIU’s been primarily a zone 
team this year,” Braica said. “Last 
game we had 20 offensive rebounds 
in the fi rst half. Them playing man 
today was about trying to keep us off 
the glass.”

The game was a seesaw affair as 
St. Francis twice rallied from nine 
points down, but couldn’t overtake a 
Blackbird squad desperate for a win. 

LIU senior Jason Brickman — who 
on Monday was named a fi nalist for 
the 2014 Bob Cousy Collegiate Point 
Guard of the Year Award — dished 
out 14 assists. With 961 career assists, 
the sterling playmaker is now eighth 
on the NCAA career assists list.

“A lot of players really stepped up 
and helped me out,” Brickman said. 
“It’s great to win the Battle of Brook-
lyn after they beat us pretty good the 
fi rst game.”

Junior Landon Atterberry scored 
a game-high 20 points, and junior Gil-
bert Parga returned from injury to 
tally 14 points. Atterberry has lit up 
St. Francis for 39 points in two meet-
ings, with help from Brickman.

“I never had a point guard like 
him and I probably never will again,” 
Atterberry said. “It’s just a blessing 
playing with Jason.”

Ben Mockford led the way for St. 
Francis with 17 points — a far cry 
from the 30 he dropped in the previ-
ous meeting. Jalen Cannon tallied 15 
points and six rebounds, and junior 
Jones scored 13 points, including big 
shots down the stretch that almost 
gave the Terriers a rare sweep of 
their rival.

LIU ends four-game skid with tight Battle of Brooklyn victory

REUNION: Nets guard Joe Johnson, center, drives past Bulls 
center and former Poly Prep star Joakim Noah, right, in their 
Feb. 13 game in Chicago. Both Brooklyn-rooted ballers played in 
last Sunday’s NBA All Star Game. AP /  Nam Y. Huh

ANYONE’S BALL: LIU’s Landon Atterberry 
and St. Francis’s Amdy Fall battle for the 
ball. 
 Photo by Steve Schnibbe 

Johnson, Plumlee 
shine with All-Stars

Blackbirds soar over St. Francis

Continued from page 77 

Bonnies
Continued from page 78 

Millrose

BY BRANDON ROBINSON
New Orleans, LA — 

The National Basketball 
Associations’s 63rd All 
Star Weekend featured 
the league’s top talent, in-
cluding Mason Plumlee 
and Joe Johnson of the 
Brooklyn Nets. 

Plumlee competed in 
the Rising Stars game on 
Friday for Team Webber, 
fi nishing with 20 points, 
seven rebounds, four steals 
and a huge block on Pistons 
center Andre Drummond. 
Plumlee credited the ad-
vice he received from Nets 
teammates before he left 
for the New Orleans.

“They told me ‘go do 
whatever you want be-
cause when you get back 
you’re limited again,’ ” 
Plumlee said. “They said 
‘have fun with it, take 
your shots, and all that 
stupid stuff you try in 
practice — go ahead and 
do it in the game.’ ” 

Johnson competed in 
the three-point shootout 
where he fi nished with a 
score of only 11, the low-
est tally of the bunch. He 
also played in the All Star-
game on Sunday. 

The East’s 163–155 vic-
tory over the West was a 
record setter. Both teams 
combined for 318 points, 
shattering the previous 
record of 303 set in 1987. 
Johnson entered the game 
at the end of the fi rst quar-
ter and played signifi cant 
minutes in the second and 
third. He fi nished with 
fi ve points after hitting a 
trey in the third quarter.  

This was his seventh 
All Star appearance, but it 

stood out for Johnson, es-
pecially with how strong 
the Nets ended the fi rst 
half of the season. 

“This will probably be 
the most memorable one 
out of all of them,” John-
son said. “Being able to 
have a great month of Jan-
uary is what got me here 
and what I’ve done per-
sonally and what we’ve 
done as a team.”

At 24–27, the Nets start 
the second half of the sea-
son with fi ve games on the 
West Coast. Plumlee be-
lieves the team can have a 
new beginning.  

“It’s a fresh start com-
ing back after break,” he 
said. “That West Coast 
road trip, we have to get 
some wins on the road. We 
haven’t been on the road in 
a while for a long stretch.” 

Johnson said health 
and lack of nagging inju-
ries will be key to their 
success going forward. 
The Nets, who have one of 
the league’s oldest rosters, 
have struggled playing on 
consecutive nights.  

“I think once we get 
healthy, we’ll develop 
some consistency where 
we’re a pretty good team 
on a day-to-day basis,” 
Johnson said. 

Johnson and Plumlee 
weren’t the only all stars 
with Brooklyn ties. The 
Chicago Bulls’ Joakim 
Noah, a former Poly Prep 
standout, fi nished the 
All-Star Game with six 
points, fi ve assists and fi ve 
rebounds for the East.

‘‘The game got close,’’ 
Noah said. ‘‘That’s when 
the fun usually begins.’’
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LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE SU- 
PREME COURT COUNTY  
OF KINGS U.S. Bank Na- 
tional Association, as  
Trustee, on behalf of the  
Holders of the Home Eq- 
uity Asset Trust 2005-9  
Home Equity Pass- 
Through Certificates, Se- 
ries 2005-9, Plaintiff,  
against Julett Brown; et  
al., Defendant(s). Pursu- 
ant to a Judgment of  
Foreclosure and Sale  
duly dated January 2,  
2014 I, the undersigned  
Referee will sell at public  
auction  in Room 224 of  
Kings County Supreme  
Court, 360 Adams Street,  
Brooklyn, New York  
11201 on April 10, 2014  
at 2:30PM, premises  
known as 948 E 85th  
Street, Brooklyn, NY  
11236 All that certain  
plot piece or parcel of  
land, with the buildings  
and improvements erect- 
ed, situate, lying and be- 
ing in the Borough of  
Brooklyn, County of  
Kings, and City and State  
of NY, Block 8021 Lot  
60.  Approximate amount  
of judgment  
$736,244.41 plus inter- 
est and costs.  Premises  
will be sold subject to  
provisions of filed Judg- 
ment Index# 20983/09.  
Thomas Anselmo, Esq.,  
Referee Shapiro, DiCaro  
& Barak, LLC Attorney(s)  
for the Plaintiff 250 Mile  
Crossing Boulevard, Suite  
One, Rochester, NY  
14624 (877) 759-1835  
Dated: February 26,  
2014 1084068 3/7,  
3/14, 3/21, 03/28/2014

Notice of Formation of  
247365 LLC Arts. of Org.  
filed with Secy. of State  
of NY (SSNY) on  
12/16/13. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County.  SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process  
to the LLC, 561 Clinton  
St., Storefront 2, Brook- 
lyn, NY 11231. Purpose:  
Any lawful activity.

Notice of formation of  
BRIDGE AGENCY LLC.  
Arts of Org filed with  
Secy of State of NY  
(SSNY) on 1/27/14. Of- 
fice location: Kings  
County. SSNY designated  
as agent upon whom  
process may be served  
and shall mail copy of  
process against LLC to:  
91 Rutland Rd, Brooklyn,  
NY 11225. Purpose: any  
lawful act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
NASKVAR, LLC. Articles  
of Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
01/31/2014. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to:  
Corporation Service  
Company, 80 State St.,  
Albany, NY 12207.  
Purpose: any lawful  
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: 3E NEW  
YORK LLC. Articles of Or- 
ganization filed with Sec- 
retary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
11/12/2013. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: 3E New York  
LLC, 234 67th Street,  
Brooklyn, NY 11220.  
Purpose: any lawful pur- 
pose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
B R O O K LY N C A P T U R E  
LLC. Articles of  
Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
12/30/2013. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: C/O  
United States Corporation  
Agents, Inc., 7014 13th  
Avenue, Suite 202,  
Brookyn, NY 11228.  
Purpose: any lawful  
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE
JPMorgan Chase Bank,  
National Association, in  
accordance with its rights  
as current secured party,  
will conduct a public sale  
of security: the proprie- 
tary lease and 101  
shares of stock of CLIN- 
TON HILL APTS. OWN- 
ERS CORP. Said security  
is appurtenant to premis- 
es: located at 193 CLIN- 
TON AVE, Apt. 7A,  
BROOKLYN, NY 11205.  
Said sale includes the fix- 
tures and articles of per- 
sonal property now or  
hereafter affixed to or  
used in connection with  
said premises. The sale 

LEGAL NOTICE

shall be on March 27,  
2014 at 10:45 AM at the  
foot of the Courthouse  
steps, facing Adams  
Street, of the Supreme  
Court of the State of New  
York, County of Kings, lo- 
cated at 360 Adams  
Street, Brooklyn, NY  
11201. The secured par- 
ty reserves the right to  
bid. The secured party  
makes no representa- 
tions or warranties as to  
the title or premises be- 
ing sold herein.
The sale is subject to any  
conditions of transfer set  
by the cooperative corpo- 
ration or its board, and  
subject to any tenants or  
occupants of the subject  
premises and the Terms  
of Sale to be read at the  
sale. Victor Rawner, Auc- 
tioneer, License #  
1224356 
ROSICKI, ROSICKI & AS- 
SOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Secured  
Party
Fishkill Office 2 Summit  
Court
Suite 301
Fishkill, NY 12524
845.897.1600

NOTICE OF SALE
JPMorgan Chase Bank,  
National Association, in  
accordance with its rights  
as current secured party,  
will conduct a public sale  
of security: the  
proprietary lease and  
353 shares of stock of  
110 OCEAN PARKWAY  
OWNERS CORP. Said  
security is appurtenant to  
premises: located at 110  
OCEAN PKY, Apt. 1E,  
BROOKLYN, NY 11218.  
Said sale includes the  
fixtures and articles of  
personal property now or  
hereafter affixed to or  
used in connection with  
said premises. The sale  
shall be on March 27,  
2014 at 10:30 AM at the  
foot of the Courthouse  
steps, facing Adams  
Street, of the Supreme  
Court of the State of New  
York, County of Kings,  
located at 360 Adams  
Street, Brooklyn, NY  
11201. The secured  
party reserves the right to  
bid. The secured party  
makes no  
representations or  
warranties as to the title  
or premises being sold  
herein. The sale is  
subject to any conditions  
of transfer set by the  
cooperative corporation  
or its board, and subject 

LEGAL NOTICE

to any tenants or  
occupants of the subject  
premises and the Terms  
of Sale to be read at the  
sale. Victor Rawner,  
Auctioneer, License #  
1224356 
ROSICKI, ROSICKI &  
ASSOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Secured  
Party
Fishkill Office 2 Summit  
Court
Suite 301
Fishkill, NY 12524
845.897.1600

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

IRON HORSE RACING  
LLC, a domestic LLC,  
filed with the SSNY on  
1/9/14. Office location:  
Kings County. SSNY is  
designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be 

LEGAL NOTICE

served. SSNY shall mail  
process to The LLC,  
100-09 Glenwood Rd.,  
Brooklyn, NY 11236.  
General Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: RONCH- 
ESS INTERNATIONAL,  
LLC. Articles of Organiza- 
tion filed with Secretary  
of State of New York  
(SSNY) on 01/30/2014.  
Office location: Kings  
County. SSNY designated  
as agent of LLC upon  
whom process against it  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail copy of pro- 
cess to: C/O eResidentA-

LEGAL NOTICE

gent, Inc., 12121 Wil- 
shire Boulevard, Suite  
1201, Los Angeles, CA  
90025. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: OPEN  
STUDIO DESIGN, LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 01/09/2014. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: Open  
Studio Design, LLC, 139  
Emerson Place, #103,  
Brookly, NY 11205. Pur- 
pose: any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
DIGITAL TOWN, LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 01/08/2014. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to:  
Digital Town, LLC, 273  
84th Street, Apt. 3,  
Brooklyn, NY 11209.  
Purpose: any lawful  
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

The HowellEnterprise  
Group LLC. Arts. of Org.  
filed with SSNY on  
12/12/13. Off. Loc.:  
Kings Co. SSNY desig. as  
agt. upon whom process  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail process to: The  
LLC, 1315 East 100 St,  
Brooklyn, NY 11236.  
General Purposes.

Your Freelance Partner  
LLC. Art. of Org. filed  
with NY Secy. of State  
(SSNY) on 12/26/13.  
Office location: Kings Co.  
SSNY designated as  
agent for service of  
process. SSNY shall mail  
process to the registered  
agent: Karina Mikhli,  
1338 E 15th St. Apt 3,  
Brooklyn, NY 11230  
Purpose: Any lawful  
activity.

Need a Tutor?
Check out our 

Educational Services/TutorsEducation Services and 
Tutors for more options

Find What You Are 
Looking for 

Right Here in 
Our classifi ed

Pages
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Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 
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