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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The Brooklyn Public 

Library wants to close the 
book on its $20,000-a-month 
lease on its McKinley Park 
branch — by having the city 
seize the building through 
eminent domain.

“It’s costing us almost 
$250,000 a year. That’s not 
chump change,” said the li-

brary’s executive vice pres-
ident David Woloch, noting 
that amount could pay the 
salaries of three additional 
librarians. 

The city will hold hear-
ings next month on taking 
the building away from the 
Arizona-based bank that 
owns it, claiming that hav-
ing to lease the branch at 

the corner of 68th Street 
and Fort Hamilton Park-
way puts an unfair burden 
on the library and is pre-
venting necessary repairs 
on the facility.

Woloch said that al-
most all of the library’s 60 
branches are in buildings 
owned by the city, which 

BY MAX JAEGER
Homeowners in Southern 

Brooklyn could be in for a fl ood 
of relief.

A long-delayed bill offering a 
break on fl ood insurance premi-
ums fi nally passed the House on 
March 4, as thousands of prop-
erty owners braced for  massive 
rate hikes triggered by new, post-
Sandy federal fl ood-zone maps .

“It’s a big help for Gerritsen 
Beach,” said Linda Cupo, a vice 
president of the Gerritsen Beach 
Property Owners Association, 
noting that worries about higher 
premiums dominates conversa-
tions in the storm-struck area 
more than talk of the city’s recov-
ery programs.

“Most people have been talk-
ing about insurance more than 
Build it Back or anything else,” 
she said.

The Homeowner Flood Insur-
ance Affordability Act would cap 
fl ood insurance premium hikes 
at 15–18 percent, provide subsi-
dies for policies based on the old 
fl ood maps, and reimburse hom-
eowners who experienced large 
premium hikes after buying or 

BY MAX JAEGER
Kings Plaza Mall is 

working to repair its image 
in the wake of recent dis-
turbances, but some locals 
say the push is coming too 
late to undo the damage.

Mall managers issued 
a belated mea culpa for a 
poor public response fol-
lowing two incidents at 

the shopping center in-
volving large groups of 
unruly kids. Residents 
said management did not 
take seriously requests 
to appear before civic 
groups, and a representa-
tive from Macerich, which 
purchased the mall a year 
ago, acknowledged at a 

Continued on page 12
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State to halve hospital’s staff
BY MEGAN RIESZ

Nearly half of Long Island Col-
lege Hospital’s staff will be out of a 
job by April.

The state, freed from a court 
order that prohibited it from mak-
ing any moves to reduce service 
levels at the hospital now that 
lawsuits against it have been set-
tled, is axing about 600 of its 1,400 
employees including nurses, doc-
tors, technicians, patient care 
associates, and support services 
staff, according to a state spokes-
man. The number is double what a 
union rep predicted the day prior. 
An anti-closure activist said the 

staffers fought a good fi ght.
“The unions’ negotiators did 

their best to defend their members’ 
jobs,” said Jeff Strabone, board 
member of the Cobble Hill Associ-
ation, which sued the state along 
with other community groups to 
halt the shuttering of the medical 
center. “The community salutes 
the courageous [New York State 
Nurses Association] and [Service 
Employees International Union 
1199] workers who stayed at their 
posts. They deserve better.” 

But one hospital staffer said 
that Mayor DeBlasio, the unions, 

Continued on page 11
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CENTRAL BOOKING: The 
city wants to seize the rent-
ed McKinley Park building 

Loretta Heaney, owner of Ceol, raises a pint to Saint Patrick’s Day. The 
Boerum Hill bar will have live music, prizes, and giveaways on Monday. For 
more events celebrating all things Irish on March 17, see page 6. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Kings Plaza: Sorry Library checking out land

Bill helps 
fl ood-hit 
homes
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

Borrow $10,000
for as low as $300 per month

 Loan Rates Lower Than 
   Credit Card Rates
 Installment Loans Raise 

   Your Credit Score
 Apply Online, By Phone, 

   or Stop In

MAIN OFFICE:
BRUNCH:

Apply Online at www.brfcu.org
Payments based on 8.95% annual percentage rate with automatic loan payments. Rates are based on credit worthiness.

Other rates and terms available. Higher loan amounts available. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

LOANS MADE EASY...
      ... AND THAT’S THE TRUTH!

Kira Kazantsev is Miss NYC 2014 and the fi rst Russian-speaker 

to earn the title. She’s an aspiring lawyer and women’s advocate, 

too. When she dropped in on Brooklyn’s “Little Odessa,” we took a 

moment to chat with Kazantsev about Russian culture in the city, 

her escape from domestic violence, and some literary recommenda-

tions.

Max Jeager: You were 
born in the U.S. but speak 
fl uent Russian. How has 
that affected your ability to 
connect with Russian cul-
ture?

Kira Kazantsev: Speak-
ing fl uent Russian has al-
lowed me to connect to the 
Russian-speaking culture, 
especially through the 
large Russian speaking 
communities in the US. I at-
tended Russian school, Rus-
sian camp, and have always 
been involved with the Rus-
sian-speaking community, 
which in turn has allowed 
me to connect with the Rus-
sian-speaking culture. Now 
I am very proud to partner 
with the Be Proud Founda-
tion and look forward to 
continuing my work in the 
Russian-speaking commu-
nity. 

MJ: You live in Manhat-
tan. Do you spend a lot of 
time in Brighton Beach and 
other Russian enclaves?

KK: Over the fi ve years 
that I have lived here, I’ve 
spent a lot of time in Brook-
lyn, and I always enjoy 
spending time in the Rus-
sian-speaking community. 
It’s like a home away from 
home, as my family is back 
in California.  

MJ: People are crazy 
about brunch in Brooklyn. 
Is there a Russian equiva-
lent? Where’s the best place 
to have a Russian brunch?

KK: I LOVE Russian-
style brunch, this is some-
thing I like to do at home, 
though.  

MJ: You’re applying for 
law school. Have you heard 
back? What area of law do 
you plan to pursue?

KK: I haven’t heard 
back, but I plan on pursuing 

either international law or 
civil liberties — especially 
for women.

MJ: You were a victim 
of domestic violence. How 
did you get out of that situ-
ation?

KK: Talking about it, 
getting help, leaning on my 
family, removing myself 
from the situation — all of 
these are important steps to 
being able to leave your ag-
gressor.

MJ: Your talent is vocal 
performance, what do you 
like to sing?

KK: I love to sing songs 
that have a jazz or folk feel-
ing to them. 

MJ: Have you spent time 
in Russia? 

KK: I have been there 
several times. All my grand-
parents live there, and I am 
looking forward to travel-
ing to Moscow this coming 
April.

MJ: Many associate 
Russia with a rich literary 
heritage. Do you read nov-
els in Russian? What was 
the last title you really en-
joyed?

KK: I have read many 
Russian novels, and the last 
title I enjoyed was Push-
kin’s “Onegin.” I’m actually 
going to see the theater ver-
sion of the story in Moscow 
in April. — Max Jaeger

Russian beauty queen 
reigns in Brighton Beach

RUSSIAN DOLL: California-born Kira Kazantsev is the fi rst Miss 
New York City to speak both English and Russian. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
It is Brooklyn’s Chrysler 

Building.
The just-completed 

53-story tower at 388 Bridge 
Street is the borough’s new 
tallest building, but only 
for a year, as an under-
construction skyscraper 
across the street will take 
the title when it is fi nished 
in 2015. The Brooklyn Cou-
rier got the grand tour of 
the soon-to-be-second-tall-
est structure in Brooklyn, 
which is bringing 378 of the 
 estimated 3,300 new apart-
ments coming to Downtown 
in the next three years .

“This, along with sev-
eral other buildings, is go-
ing to change the character 
of the neighborhood,” said 
William Ross, managing 
director of Halstead Prop-
erty Development Market-
ing, which is handling sales 
and leasing at the new behe-
moth.

The $270-million lux-
ury residential high-rise 
between Willoughby and 
Fulton streets unseats The 
Brooklyner, half a block 
away on Lawrence Street, 
as the borough’s highest 
edifi ce. The 37-story Wil-
liamsburgh Savings Bank 
held the distinction for 
more than 80 years until 
The Brooklyner opened 
its doors in 2010. But, just 
as Manhattan’s Chrysler 
Building only enjoyed  11 
short months at the top spot 
in that borough between 
1930 and 1931  before being 
dethroned by the Empire 
State Building, 388 Bridge 
Street’s reign  will be cut 
short by Avalon Willoughby 
West, directly across Bridge 
Street on Willoughby Street, 
when it rises to 57 stories  
next year.

For now, though, Avalon 
Willoughby West is just a 
hole in the ground and 388 
Bridge Street wears the 
crown. The glass spire is 
already attracting tenants, 
the fi rst of which started 
moving in on Feb. 28. So far, 
only 20 of the 378 units have 
been fi lled, said Ross, add-
ing that many of the new 
residents came from recent 
developments nearby.

“An enormous number 
of them are from the neigh-

borhood, and were in other 
buildings that aren’t quite 
as nice as this one,” Ross 
said.

Residents of the new 
high-rise will enjoy such 
amenities as a terraced 
common area on the roof 
of the building, an on-site 
dog spa, a media room, and 
a gym. 

The lower 31 fl oors con-
tain 234 rental apartments, 
ranging in price from 
$2,345 a month for a studio 
to $5,850 per month for a 
two-bedroom. The condos 
are on fl oors 32 through 44, 
and will cost from $725,000 
to $1.25 million.

The two penthouses 
on the top fl oor come with 
their own outdoor spaces, 
and could cost as much as 
$6 million.

The tower also holds 48 
below-market-rate units, 
ranging in price from $546 
to $908 per month. Phipps 
Houses, a social service 
provider, received 4,500 ap-
plications for these apart-
ments, according to Ross. 
Six low-income families 
have already moved in, he 
said.

The glass facade is easy 
to spot from the streets, 
especially at night. The 
top is wrapped with Light-
Emitting Diode bulbs that 

can put on a light-show the 
likes of the Empire State 
Building’s. Eventually the 
fl ashy array will be lit up to 
symbolically honor various 
charitable causes, but for 
now they only represent the 
whims of an on-site electri-
cian.

“I told him to have some 
fun,” said Ross.

Construction on 388 
Bridge originally began in 
2008 with an all-condo plan. 
But the project stalled dur-
ing the excavation stage 
because of the Great Re-
cession, Ross said, and re-
started four years later 
with the current owner-
rental mix.

Roger Fortune has seen 
the highs and lows of con-
struction as the project 
manager since 2009 for what 
is now Kings County’s high-
est habitat. This spring, it is 
pay-off time.

“Getting out of the sub-
way at Borough Hall one 
day, I saw it for the fi rst 
time from afar,” Fortune 
said. “I asked, ‘whose build-
ing is that? Oh, that’s where 
I’m going!’ ”

Skyscraper experts say 
that Brooklyn’s battle for 
the tallest building is real, 
but it is a mole-hill com-
pared to the monumental 
war between 40 Wall Street, 

the Chrysler Building, and 
the Empire State Building 
that raged in Manhattan 80 
years ago.

“It’s comparable, but to 
a lesser scale,” said John 
Tauranac, author of “The 
Empire State Building: The 
Making of a Landmark,” 
back in 2009.

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Move over Empire 

State Building — the 
New Yorker says that the 
Williamsburgh Savings 
Bank tower is the new 
center of the city.

The weekly liter-
ary magazine that has 
spent the bulk of its 89 
years focused on the nar-
row island between the 
East and Hudson rivers 
finally admitted that 
Brooklyn is the place to 
be with a March 3 car-
toon depicting an agi-
tated King Kong atop the 
iconic Flatbush Avenue 
clock tower. In the draw-
ing, the big ape is call-
ing to Godzilla, who is 
across the water, tromp-
ing through lower Man-
hattan.

“I’m telling you, Man-
hattan is over,” the cap-
tion reads.

The artist behind the 
game-changing comic 
lays her head in Wind-
sor Terrace, it turns out, 
and figured it was only 
a matter of time before 
Manhattan fatigue hit 
the world’s most notori-
ous movie monsters.

“I was talking to my 
husband about rents go-
ing up in Brooklyn and it 
just percolated into this 

idea of monsters talk-
ing about it,” said Em-
ily Flake, the artist be-
hind the historic claim 
of outer-borough su-
premacy. “I hope people 
thought it was funny.”

Flake has spent the 
last decade in the neigh-
borhood and chose to 
draw the Williamsburgh 
Savings Bank because 
she thinks it is the best 
symbol of Kings County, 
even though developers 
have built bigger tow-
ers during the last few 
years.

“It’s the most iconic 
building in Brooklyn,” 
she said. “The new ones 
are taller, but not as 
iconic.”

The professional doo-
dler also said she rel-
ishes any chance to draw 
skyscrapers, but that 
the Empire State and 
Chrysler buildings are 
getting a bit blase.

“They’re the easy vi-
sual shorthand for New 
York,” she said. “It was 
nice to get the Brooklyn 
side in there.”

A spokesman for the 
New Yorker declined to 
comment beyond say-
ing, “I wouldn’t read too 
much into this — it’s a 
cartoon!”

Brooklyn has a new tallest tower — for now, anyway

BOROUGH SUPREMACY: A cartoon appearing in the March 
3 edition of the New Yorker appears to admit what we have 
known all along — that Brooklyn is the place to be. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

ROOMS WITH VIEWS: (Above) Roger Fortune, vice president of 
the Stahl Organization, shows Brooklyn from an angle never seen 
before, on the roof of 388 Bridge Street (seen from ground level, 
right). Photos by Elizabeth Graham

The New Yorker: 
Manhattan’s over

Watching the throne
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Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The confl ict shaking 

Ukraine is opening schisms 
among the nation’s emigres 
in Brooklyn — but they seem 
to agree on one point: Russia 
needs to stay out.

In the aftermath of a 
pro-European uprising in 
the Ukrainian capital Kiev 
that drove out pro-Russian 
president Viktor Yanuk-
ovych, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin is threaten-
ing to annex the country’s 
Crimea region by force — to 
the chagrin of Brooklynites 
born in Ukraine.

“I believe it is awful. I 
believe Putin is a crimi-
nal,” said Kiev native Yelena 
Makhnin, director of the 
business improvement dis-
trict in Brighton Beach — 
nicknamed “Little Odessa,” 
after the Ukrainian city. 
“Whatever is going on in a 
country should be decided 
in a country, not by any mili-
tary coming into a country.”

Like many Russian-
speaking Ukrainian immi-
grants who came to Brook-
lyn following the fall of the 
Soviet Union, Makhnin is 
Jewish. But she brushed 
off Russian reports that the 
faction now in control of 
Ukraine is anti-ethnic Rus-
sian and anti-Semitic.

“I was never ever discrim-
inated against for speaking 
Russian. I was never called 
bad names for being Jew-
ish,” said Makhnin. “For 
Putin to say he is promoting 
the interests of Russians and 
Jews, it is a joke.”

Other Ukrainian-born 
Brooklynites said they ini-
tially sympathized with 
the anti-Russian protestors 
in Kiev, but have become 
increasingly frightened of 
their allegedly pro-Nazi and 
anti-Semitic tendencies.

“We all know who these 
people are. They were the 
ones burning Jewish vil-
lages to the ground during 
the war, and they were the 
ones beating gays in the 
streets before they found 
Molotov cocktails to toss 
at the Russian tanks,”  
said Lena Tsodikovich, a 
26-year-old community or-
ganizer. “I’m so torn on this 
— glad that they’re fi ghting 

back, but afraid of the in-
evitability of both their loss 
and their rise to power.”

Tsodikovich’s family 
moved to Coney Island when 
she was eight years old on 
refugee visas granted to Jews 
fl eeing persecution. She said 
her Jewish relatives in the 
old country haven’t reported 
any problems so far, but 
Tsodikovich still suspects 
the Western press has white-
washed the nastier aspects 
of the nationalist movement 
in order to advance a pro-
American agenda.

“I’m getting the sense 
that this is like any other 
seemingly unrelated con-
fl ict — for America, it is an 
opportunity to supply the 
rebellion, build alliances, 
and have a hand in the 
next administration,” said 
Tsodikovich. “I’m so sad 
that my home country is 
just another battleground 
of an opportunity to expand 
American imperialism.”

Still, Tsodikovich 
doesn’t want Russia inter-
vening in Ukraine.

“When our land was rich 
with resources — wheat, in-
frastructure, skilled labor 
— Russia took it all,” she 
said.

Some shared Tsodok-
ovich’s fears of anti-Jew-
ish sentiments in the new 
Ukrainian government — 
but were still overjoyed to 
see Yanukovych deposed, 
noting the ex-leader’s past 
convictions for robbery and 
assault, and claims that 
he embezzled money and 
abused protestors.

“He’s a criminal. He 

stole billions of dollars from 
the country, from the pub-
lic funds. The people were 
suffering,” said Michael 
Belogorodsky, a Gravesend 
resident. “But he didn’t have 
any fascist or nationalistic 
views.”

Belogorodsky was born 
in the Simferopol, the 
Crimea’s provincial capi-
tal, and came to America 
in 1995 at age 11. Today, he 
is an NYPD sergeant and 
president of the Russian-
American Offi cers Asso-
ciation. Belogorodsky re-
calls enduring anti-Semitic 
taunts as a boy, and said he 
never identifi ed himself as 
a Ukrainian. 

He has stayed in contact 
with friends throughout the 
country of his birth, and has 
tried to sort out what is really 
happening on the ground.

“I’ve tried to dissect the 
facts. Russian media has 
a lot of propaganda, but 
what they show is true,” Be-
logorodsky said. “But the 
selection of what they show 
appears to have a purpose.”

Belogorodsky said he be-
lieved Crimea, which has a 
majority of ethnic Russians 
and was part of Russia until 
1954, should be allowed to 
decide if it wants to break 
away from Ukraine — but 
he was resolute in his con-
demnation of Russia’s mili-
tary intervention. 

“What Russia is doing 
is politically, is ethically, is 
legally wrong,” Belogorod-
sky said. “I don’t support 
Russia, but I can tell you I 
support the people in the 
Crimea.”

Brooklynites from war-torn nation blast Russia

SHCHE NE VMERLA UKRAINA: Brighton Beach Business Improve-
ment District director Yelena Makhnin is fi ercely opposed to Rus-
sian intervention. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Ukraine pain 
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NEED A GETAWAY?

L & M Tours

5 Convenient Pick Ups in NYC

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220

www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net
888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 4
Air & Land PackagesMotorcoach Tours & Charters

Airline Tickets Domestic & International Cruises

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE

Scheduled Bus Trips All Year Round
Over 300 tours to choose from

BY MAX JAEGER
Performers from three 

Southern Brooklyn high 
schools reprised a borough 
tradition.

Students attending the 
schools — Edward R. Mur-
row on Avenue L, James 
Madison on Bedford Ave-
nue, and Fillmore Avenue’s 
Marine Park — competed in 
the fi rst multi-school Sing! 
competition in decades, go-
ing head-to-head-to-head for 
bragging rights and to raise 
money for the American Can-
cer Society’s Relay for Life. 
Murrow’s team took top hon-
ors for its riff on Harry Pot-

ter called “MurrowWarts,” 
but judges said all three acts 
hit the right notes.

“It was a very diffi cult 
decision,” said District 22 
Superintendant Rhonda 
Farkas, one of the judges. “I 
had to make a rough draft 
before handing in my fi nal 
scores. Each school had a 
remarkable talent — the 
acting, the singing, playing 
in the band.”

Students produce all as-
pects of the show — including 
choreography, song-writing, 
and live accompaniment, 
said Lisa Willner, a spokes-
woman for Murrow.

“It really does bring to-
gether everyone from ev-
ery creative group in the 
school,” she said. “Every 
Sing-er has ownership over 
all this.”

The competition raised 
more than $20,000 for the 
Relay for Life — more than 
any single Relay fund-
raiser, she said.

Sing! has been a South-
ern Brooklyn institution 
since Midwood High School 
music teacher Bella Tillis 
created the competition in 
1947.

“It’s like the pre-cursor 
to TV’s ‘Glee,’ ” said Relay 

for Life organizer Joe Gil-
lette.

In the past, schools would 
compete against each other 
for bragging rights. More 
recently, the competitions 
pitted grades within the 
same school against one an-
other. For the fund-raiser, 
organizers wanted to bring 
Sing! back to its heyday and 
stoke inter-school competi-
tion, Gillette said.

“We thought: ‘Wouldn’t 
it be a great idea to get the 
winners from each of the 
schools together to face-off 
like they did in the ’60s?’ ” 
he said.

GLEE!: (Above) Midwood High School’s team performed “The Re-
union of the Forgotten” — a song about an undead high school re-
union. (Center) Edward R. Murrow High School performs their riff 
on Harry Potter: “Wizards of MurrowWarts.” (Right) Madison High 
School’s team sings “Don’t Stop Believing” for Sing!, held at Mur-
row High School on March 8.  Photos by Steve Solomonson

Southern Brooklyn high schools ‘Sing!’
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BY THE BROOKLYN WEEKLY 
GREEN BEER BUREAU
Go green this March 17 

— Kelly green, that is!  
All you really need to 

have a grand Saint Pat-
rick’s Day is to head down 
to your local boozer and or-
der a few pints. But many of 
Brooklyn’s fi nest Irish bars 
are offering something spe-
cial on the big day — live 
music, free corned beef and 
cabbage, and drink specials 
abound across the borough. 
We have put together a ex-
haustive guide to the bars 
across Brooklyn going 
above and beyond.

Shayz Lounge
This laid-back Green-

point Irish bar will have 
a DJ spinning tunes from 
the Emerald Isle all day 
Monday, and serving up 
corned beef sandwiches 
from 8 pm. 

[130 Franklin St. be-
tween Milton Street and 
Greenpoint Avenue in 

Greenpoint, (718) 389–3888, 
www.shayzloungeny.com]

Spike Hill
Whiskey-soaked Wil-

liamsburg bar and music 
venue Spike Hill will have 
drink specials, DJs, and 
live music.

[186 Bedford Ave. be-
tween N. Sixth and N. Sev-
enth streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 218–9737, www.
spikehill.com].

Iona
Technically more of a Scot-

tish bar, on Monday this Wil-
liamsburg bar is nevertheless 
offering live traditional Irish 
music from 5 to 9 pm, along-
side corned beef sandwiches 
and drink specials.

[180 Grand St. between 
Driggs and Bedford ave-
nues in Williamsburg, (718) 
384–5008, www.ionabrook-
lyn.com].

Banter
Soccer-mad public house 

Banter plans on having tra-
ditional music — including 
one of its bartenders play-
ing the bagpipes! It will also 
be selling a pint of Guinness 
and a pie for $10.

[132 Havermeyer St. at 
S. First Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 599–5200, www.
banterbrooklyn.com].

Ceol
The ideal location to 

engage in some hair of 
the dog, this bright-green 
Boerum Hill Irish bar will 
open early at noon on Mon-
day, with live music at 3 pm 
plus prizes and giveaways.

[191 Smith St. at Warren 
Street in Boerum Hill, (347) 
643–9911, www.ceolpub.
com].

Mullanes 
Bar & Grill 

Fort Greene’s hippest 
sports bar will be serving 
up a special Irish menu, 
with dishes including 
corned beef and cabbage 

and beef and Guinness stew. 
It is also selling Irish cof-
fees for $6 every hour on the 
hour for the whole month of 
March, and will have more 
drink specials on Saint Pat-
rick’s Day itself. 

[71 Lafayette Ave. near 
Fulton Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 797–7606, 
www.mullanesbrooklyn.
com]. 

Rocky Sullivan’s
For those who want to 

celebrate Saint Patrick’s 
Day with a song, this Red 
Hook bar is offering live 
music — locals the Lost 
Tribe of Donegal at 8 pm on 
Monday.

[34 Van Dyke St. at 
Dwight Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 246–8050, www.rocky-
sullivansredhook.com].

Irish Haven
Line your stomach for 

free at this Sunset Park 
neighborhood favorite, 
which will be offering com-

plimentary servings of 
corned beef and cabbage on 
Monday.

[4721 Fourth Ave. at 58th 
Street in Sunset Park, (718) 
439–9893].

Soccer Tavern
Sunset Park gets back to 

its roots at this Irish-owned 
bar, which will spend Mon-
day serving up complimen-
tary corned beef and cab-

bage and potatoes, with 
Irish music on the jukebox. 

[6004 Eighth Ave. at 60th 
Street in Sunset Park, (718) 
439–9336].

Farrell’s 
Bar & Grill

This 81-year-old Windsor 
Terrace cop and fi refi ghter 
bar — known for its giant 
Styrofoam cups — will be 

Celebrate Saint Patrick’s Day with events at Brooklyn’s best bars

Where to wet the shamrock

Dr. Abdul Rehman has been 
helping Brooklynites and Staten 
Islanders for more than 41 years 
and using his faith, brilliance and 
deep compassion to make their 
lives better. After 37 years as a 
board certified internist and he-
matology oncologist, his steps into 
retirement led him down a differ-
ent path.

In 2009, a nurse from the Visit-
ing Nurse Association in Brooklyn 
told Dr. Rehman about an elderly 
woman from Staten Island who 
had not been out of bed for three 
years and was in serious need of 
medical care.  Dr. Rehman found 
himself going to the woman’s bed-
side to provide her with his medi-
cal attention.

“The satisfaction I got from 
this service was only matched by 
the sense of gratitude that I saw 
in this frail and grateful patient’s 
eyes,” he said.

It was this that inspired him 
to make home visits to the el-

derly and disabled.  Dr. Rehman 
currently sees more than 500 pa-
tients each year. He also arranges 
lab tests, hospital care and home 
health services if necessary.

 Dr. Rehman has worked since 
1973 at the Brooklyn Medical Cen-
ter and is now the Senior Attend-
ing Physician for the Department 
of Internal Medicine. He also 

serves as President of the profes-
sional staff and chairman of the 
medical board. 

Dr. Rehman’s humanitari-
anism is global. After the 2005 
Pakistan earthquake, he worked 
to raise funds for victims. He per-
sonally traveled to the affected 
area, helping to build shelters for 
the victims and partnering with 
a local self-help group.  Dr. Reh-
man also serves as the director 
of religious affairs and chairman 
of the founding committee for the 
Masjid Al-Noor Mosque in Con-
cord.

In 2013, Dr. Rehman received 
the Best DoctorAward as well as 
The Humanitarian Award both by 
the Medical Society of the County 
of Kings.

In addition to his professional 
life and community service, Dr. 
Rehman is an author of five pub-
lished books in his native lan-
guage, Irdu.  These works reflect 
his love of humanity, nature and 

the divine.
“To me, my soul is the essence 

of my being and I like to nurture 
it and be true to it,” he said. “This 
gives me satisfaction and happi-
ness.”

Dr. Rehman is part of count-
less medical groups.  He is a del-
egate of the American Medical As-
sociation (Medical Staff section), 
on the Medical Society of the State 
of New York, a life member of the 
American College of Physicians 
and on the Finance Committee (Is-
land Peer Review Organization). 
He is also a part of several com-
munity organizations. Dr. Reh-
man is on the board of directors of 
the Rotary Club of Staten Island, a 
board member of the Staten Island 
YMCA and the editor/founder 
of the Medical Staff Journal for 
Brooklyn Hospital Center.

Dr. Rehman is located at 
240 Willoughby St., Suite 10F, 
Brooklyn, NY 11201. (718) 638–
4800.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Congratulations to Brooklyn’s Dr. Abdul Rehman for 
receiving the Louis R. Miller Business Leadership Award

RED, GREEN, AND WHITE HOOK: Have a pint of Guinness at Red 
Hook’s Rocky Sullivan’s, which is having live music on Saint Pat-
rick’s Day. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Continued on page 13
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BY MAX JAEGER
A freshman lawmaker is 

renewing a push to install 
traffi c signals at a confus-
ing Manhattan Beach inter-
section —  despite the city’s 
insistence the crossing does 
not need stoplights.

Councilman Chaim 
Deutsch confronted trans-
portation commissioner 
Polly Trottenberg at a joint 
hearing of the Council’s 
Transportation and Public 
Safety committees on Feb. 
24, saying the city needs 
to install traffi c signals at 
the intersection of Oriental 
Boulevard and Ocean Av-
enue, because the fl ashing 
yellow light there now only 
confuses drivers — and has 
led to crashes.

“Drivers have repeatedly 
complained that the fl ash-
ing yellow signal at Orien-
tal Boulevard and Ocean 
Avenue is more confusing 
than helpful,” Deutsch said. 
“The existing blinking sig-
nal merely exacerbates an 
already hazardous environ-
ment for motorists and pe-
destrians alike.”  

Residents have been 
complaining for years 
about the light, which is 
near a popular playground. 
The intersection is already 
equipped for a full traffi c 
signal, but the light is pro-
gramed to function only as 
a fl ashing yellow.

“All the sensibility in 

the world says it should be 
a traffi c signal,” said  Ed-
mond Dweck , spokesman 
for the Manhattan Beach 
Neighborhood Association. 
“People assume the light 
is out of order, so they just 
slide through it.”

The confusion is blamed 
in several fatalities at and 
around the intersection 
in recent years.  A B49 bus 
struck and killed 4-year-old 
Evan Svirsky at the inter-
section in 2010. 

The city has conducted 
traffi c studies of the area 
in 2008, 2010, and 2012, but 
said the intersection did not 

meet the minimum criteria 
for a signal under federal 
regulations. 

Still, Trottenberg said at 
the hearing that her depart-
ment would look into the 
problem.

“Yes the yellow flash-
ing light is ‘proceed with 
caution,’ but obviously, if 
in a particular location 
people are confused by it, 
and it’s not helping, then 
we should certainly take 
a look and try and find a 
better solution,” Trotten-
berg said.

The last time the com-

City will again consider installing signal

TRICK OF THE LIGHT: Residents and lawmakers say a blinking 
light at the intersection of Oriental Boulevard and Ocean Avenue 
is confusing drivers and leading to accidents. Compounding safety 
concerns, the intersection is adjacent to a playground. 
 Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Tricky light gets 
a second look
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Brooklyn cops are tak-

ing Mayor DeBlasio’s pledge 
to make the roads safer to 
heart — by ticketing jay-
walkers.

Police handed out 97 jay-
walking tickets in the bor-
ough during the fi rst two 
months of this year, which 
is nearly fi ve times the 
amount they gave out during 
the same period in 2013. The 
crackdown on pedestrians 
who cross against the light 
comes as the mayor is push-
ing his so-called “Vision 
Zero” package of car-slow-
ing measures, aimed at re-
ducing traffi c deaths to zero 
by 2024, and  offi cers in Park 
Slope are ramping up reck-
less-driving enforcement . 
In Greenpoint, offi cers have 
been staking out an inter-
section on McGuiness Bou-
levard where 32-year-old pe-
destrian Nicole Detweiller 
was killed by drivers in 

December, the blog Green-
pointers reported, only in-
stead of  ticketing motorists 
for failure to yield as their 
counterparts in Park Slope 
have done , these cops re-
portedly targeted scoffl aw 
walkers, which one resident 
says is ridiculous.

“It is the cars who are 
killing people, so why 
are the cops picking on 
the people who are walk-
ing?” asked Kristen Abate, 
who was strolling along 
McGuinness Boulevard on 
Monday. “Cops never focus 
on the drivers.”

Detweiller  died when 
she stepped off into the 
crosswalk at the corner of 
McGuinness and Nassau 
Avenue  and was hit twice, 
fi rst by the driver of a BMW 
car, then by the motorist 
behind the wheel of a box 
truck, according to cops.

At the time, Assembly-
man Joe Lentol (D–Green-
point) called for the instal-
lation of red-light cameras, 
speed cameras, and physical 
measures to slow drivers. 
But one road safety activ-
ist and political insider said 
any action to restore law and 

order to the mean streets of 
Brooklyn is welcome.

“I think it’s a good level 
of police reaction,” said 
John Beadle, a member of 
the Kings County Demo-
cratic Committee, explain-
ing that the presence of cops 
at crosswalks will motivate 
both drivers and pedestri-
ans to follow the rules. “It 
is a win-win that tickets are 
being written to jaywalkers 
to increase safety and it a 
potential to slow down the 
traffi c and make everyone 
think a bit more.”

Offi cers were also spot-
ted staking out an inter-
section on Downtown’s Jay 
Street on March 7.

The tickets have not 
halted the automotive car-
nage just yet. On Sunday, 
47-year-old Jorge Rios died 
when he drove his 2001 Su-
zuki motorcycle into the 
side of a 2007 Lexus sedan, 
according to police.

Borough-wide jaywalking crackdown coincides with mayor’s road-safety push

PAY TO JAY: Cops have handed out fi ve times more tickets for 
these types of behavior so far this year than in the fi rst two months 
of 2013. File photos

NYPD’s tip: Don’t walk, seriously
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Thunder will roll once 

more in the People’s Play-
ground!

Coney Island leaders 
broke ground on March 10 
for the Thunderbolt, the 
fi rst new roller coaster in 
Sodom by the Sea since 
1927, named for  a ride the 
city ripped down in 2000 . 
City leaders, amusement 
impresarios, and Board-
walk freaks converged on 
an empty lot along W. 15th 
Street to scoop the fi rst 
shovelfuls of sand for an 
11-story, nearly half-mile-
long rail ride. Its owner 
said the coaster embodies 
Coney’s wild soul. 

“When you come here, 
it is a place where you don’t 
have to think of your ev-
eryday job — you can be a 
free spirit,” said Alberto 
Zamperla, whose namesake 
company owns Luna Park 
and will build and operate 
the new Thunderbolt.

Zamperla will have to 
pull out all the stops to get 
the attraction up and run-
ning by its planned opening 
date of May 22, the begin-
ning of Memorial Day week-
end and the Coney summer 
season. To help make the 
date, the company has en-
listed the assistance of the 
Keith Suber Foundation, a 
local organization that  re-
cruits neighborhood resi-
dents for jobs in the amuse-
ment area . Zamperla vowed 
that the ride would bring 
several hundred construc-
tion jobs and 20 new per-
manent positions, which, 
along with the company’s 
multi-million dollar down-
payment on the attraction, 
he said shows his commit-
ment to the Playground of 
the World.

“The fact we are invest-
ing $10 million of our own 
money shows we are dedi-
cated to Coney Island,” 
Zamperla said.

The Thunderbolt will 
differ from its predecessor 
in a number of ways — and 
not just because it won’t 
have a house beneath it.

Luna’s Thunderbolt 

will be a steel, rather than 
wooden coaster, and will sit 
next door to where the pre-
vious Thunderbolt roared. 
The new attraction will be 
built around an 11-story 
straight drop and a 10-story 
loop, making it the fi rst ride 
to send thrill-seekers upside-
down since the Loop-the-
Loop, which  closed shortly 

after World War I . The cars 
are supposed to reach speeds 
as fast as 55 miles and hour, 
with the entire ride lasting 
about 2 minutes.

The original Thunder-
bolt was built in 1925 atop 
the Kensington Hotel, which 
served as home to many of 
the coaster’s caretakers, in-
cluding the late Andy Bada-

lamenti and Alvy Singer, 
the fi ctional protagonist of 
Woody Allen’s “Annie Hall.” 
The ride closed in 1982 after 
suffering severe damage 
in an arson. The Giuliani 
administration destroyed 
the derelict attraction in a 
controversial pre-dawn de-
molition in 2000, a move a 
federal judge later declared 

illegal. The owner, the late 
Horace Bullard,  received 
just $1 in compensation .

Zamperla also operates 
the city-owned Cyclone, the 
most recent coaster to rise 
in Coney, and the company 
is behind the  lighting of the 
Parachute Jump  and the 
restoration and operation 
of  the B & B Carousell . 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The people behind Luna Park 

are looking to make an even big-
ger splash in Coney Island.

Zamperla — the company that 
operates  Luna Park , lights the 
 Parachute Jump , and makes the 
 B&B Carousell  go round — is in 
talks to build a water park on the 
former site of the original Thun-
derbolt rollercoaster. 

Italian-born amusement tycoon 
Alberto Zamperla said that he is 
in negotiations with Jasmine Bul-
lard, daughter of  the late Sodom by 
the Sea land baron Horace Bullard,  

to construct a slippery funzone on 
fi ve parcels stretching from Surf 
Avenue to the Boardwalk. 

Zamperla said part of his ex-
citement to develop the site comes 
from his admiration for Horace 
Bullard’s failed dream to resur-
rect Coney Island in the 1980s.

“I have great respect for their 
family,” said Zamperla, adding 
that he keeps a copy of Bullard’s 
old blueprints for a new Luna 
Park in his offi ce.

Zamperla’s company is already 
working on a new Thunderbolt 
rollercoaster in the lot next door 

to where the old one stood from 
1925 until 2000 — when  the Giu-
liani administration ordered the 
derelict ride torn down in a pre-
dawn demolition that a federal 
judge later declared illegal . 

Details on the water park deal 
are still sketchy.

“It’s in the very primary stages, 
we don’t want to mention any-
thing yet,” said Valerio Ferrari, 
president of Central Amusements 
International, the Zamperla sub-
sidiary which operates its attrac-
tions in Coney.

But real estate experts pointed 

out that the Bullard property in-
cludes rights to build concessions 
and a grand entryway along the 
Boardwalk.

“It can be anything as long as it 
fi ts the zoning — and that means 
amusements or food,” said Joe Vi-
tacco, a friend and real estate bro-
ker to the late Bullard.

This wouldn’t be the fi rst  ef-
fort to bring a water park to the 
People’s Playground , but it could 
be the fi rst to succeed, after a 2010 
plan to erect a set of infl atable wa-
terslides on the beach  couldn’t get 
the necessary state permits .

Ground broken on second Thunderbolt roller coaster for People’s Playground

PAVING THE WAY: (Left) Borough President Adams, Councilman 
Mark Treyger, New York City Economic Development Corporation 
president Kyle Kimball, Parks Commissioner Kevin Jeffrey, and 
Zamperla head Alberto Zamperla break ground for the new Thun-
derbolt (model above right) on March 10. 

Lightning strikes twice in Coney 

Full moon: Luna planning seaside water park
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and the community groups 
double-crossed the work-
ers when they agreed to 
settle with the state.

“The staff at LICH 
feel the ‘Save LICH’ fi ght 
was over as soon as NY-
SNA and the community 
signed the agreement 
with SUNY.” said the 
worker, who asked to re-
main anonymous. “There 
was no victory and we feel 
like the unions, the mayor, 
and the community sold 
us out.”

The massive person-
nel cuts will bring staff-
ing levels in line with the 
number of patients, said 
State University of New 
York rep David Doyle, 
claiming that the hospi-
tal’s service will not be af-
fected by the loss.

A lawyer who repre-
sented six community 
groups in a lawsuit against 
the state, as well as reps 
for the Service Employ-
ees International Union 
1199, did not respond to re-
quests for comment.

A New York State 
Nurses Association mem-
ber at the hospital stressed 
that the fi ght went beyond 
trying to save her and her 
co-workers’ paychecks.

“Contrary to what has 
been reported in some of 
the media, the fi ght is a 
lot bigger than jobs,” said 

registered nurse Linda 
O’Neil in a statement. 
“The priority has been to 
stop the trend of hospital 
closures without any con-
sideration of the commu-
nities affected.”

The pink slips were ex-
pected, but the number of 
cuts is too much to bear, 
an 1199 rep said last week.

Anti-closure advocates 
have long argued that the 
medical center is not over-
staffed and that patient 
levels were proportion-
ate to the number of staff 
before the state stopped 
admitting patients and 
diverted ambulances in 
July 2013.

The hospital has 506 
beds but currently houses 
only 39 in-patients, ac-
cording to Doyle. 

The layoffs come as 
part of the settlement 
reached between anti-
closure activists and the 
state, which reopened the 
bidding process for the 
beleaguered hospital and 
allows the state to walk 
away from the medical 
center in May whether 
or not a buyer steps up to 
take the place over.

A pack of fi ve bidders 
were vying to redevelop 
the hospital as a luxury 
housing complex with a 
medical component — 
only one planned to keep 
it a hospital — before bid-
ding was reopened. De-
velopers and medical ex-
ecutives now have until 

March 19 to submit new 
proposals.

Under the new bidding 
process created by the set-
tlement, plans will be eval-
uated based on a point sys-
tem that weighs medical 
services as two-thirds of 
the score and assesses the 
rest in terms of fi nancial 
commitments. State reps 
will determine a majority 
of the score, but are not 
supposed to consult each 
other in the process, ac-
cording to the terms of the 
settlement. A committee 
made up of Councilman 
Carlos Menchaca (D—Red 
Hook) and representatives 
of the nurses unions and 
community groups that 
sued the state will have 
less than half the say in 
scoring the medical cat-
egory and none in scoring 
the fi nancials.

Strabone said that he 
hopes someone will step 
up to the plate who is will-
ing to keep the hospital a 
hospital.

“The best we can do for 
them now is to impress 
upon the bidders that 
LICH remains viable and 
necessary as a full-service 
hospital,” he said.

The development fi rm 
MedDev, which says it rep-
resents healthcare clients 
such as the State Univer-
sity of New York and the 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering 
Cancer Center in Manhat-
tan, is planning to make a 
pitch for the hospital.

Continued from page 1 

LICH

HEMORRHAGING: Six-hundred Long Island College Hospital staffers are losing their jobs come 
April. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Jay Street is a treacher-

ous stretch of asphalt that 
sends cars, buses, bikes, 
and pedestrians on a col-
lision course every hour 
of the day, but a couple of 
barricades could make it a 
whole lot safer, road safety 
advocates said at a meeting 
on Monday night.

Downtown and Dumbo 
residents called for the city 
to install a protected bike 
lane along the length of the 
busy Manhattan Bridge 
route, whose current bike 
lanes were  voted scariest 
in Brooklyn by our read-
ers in 2012 , during a brain-
storming session about how 
to improve the roadway 
hosted by car critic group 
Transportation Alterna-
tives at Downtown’s Metro-
Tech Center. The 17-block 
thoroughfare continues to 
be a danger zone thanks to 
rampant U-turns, double 
parking, and buses cross-
ing the bike lane to pick up 
passengers, according to 
the group.

“The street just isn’t 
working for all the people 
that use it,” said Miller 
Nuttle, an organizer with 
Transportation Alterna-
tives. “This grew from a 
rising chorus of demands to 
make Jay Street safer,” he 
said of the forum.

Jay Street logged 204 
crash injuries to pedestri-
ans and cyclists, and two pe-
destrian fatalities between 
1995 and 2009, according to 
city data compiled by the 
group.

The traffi c-calming 
meeting comes as Mayor 
DeBlasio is pushing his Vi-
sion Zero plan in an effort 
to eliminate traffi c deaths 
by 2024. Transportation Al-
ternatives hopes that the 
newfound political momen-
tum behind street safety 
will help a Jay Street rede-
sign make it onto the desk 
of new transportation com-
missioner Polly Trotten-
berg.

“Under the banner of 

‘Vision Zero’ hopefully Jay 
Street can rise to the top of 
priorities,” said Nuttle.

A pitch to install physi-
cally separated bike lanes 
along the 17-block length of 
the street in both directions 
drew the widest support of 
the evening, but an array of 
other rejiggering ideas were 
fl oated, including easy solu-
tions such as better road 
markings and more compli-
cated undertakings such as 
pedestrian overpasses or an 
outright parking ban.

Participants put mark-
ers on a giant map of Jay 
Street, indicating the spots 
they use the most and 
places that give them the 
most trouble. The intersec-
tion at Tillary Street was 
the biggest offender, with 
complainants citing driv-
ers exiting the Manhattan 
Bridge competing for terri-
tory with cyclists and with 
pedestrians heading to-
wards McLaughlin Park.

People also griped about 
rampant double parking 
along the whole road, from 
Dumbo to the Fulton Mall. 
Scoffl aw parkers — police 
cars outside the courts in-
cluded — clog up the works, 
which is not a matter of 
moving lanes but of cops 

enforcing the law, attendees 
said.

“I think enforcement is 
humongous,” said Kenneth 
Nelson, who lives in Crown 
Heights and works Down-
town. “I don’t know where 
enforcement went.”

Cops have recently come 
out in force to cite pedes-
trians, not cars, for con-
tributing to unsafe street 
conditions, handing out 97 
jaywalking tickets in the 
fi rst two months of this 
year, more than fi ve times 
the number of the same 
period in 2013. Offi cers 
were spotted staking out 
Jay Street near Livingston 
Street on March 7 and tick-
eting jaywalkers.

Councilman Steve Levin 
attended the meeting and 
told the crowd of about 50 
people he agreed with the 
premise that Jay Street is 
a mess.

“It’s been so long since it 
was re-imagined,” he said. 
“It’s outdated.”

Levin did not back any 
particular fi x.

Fix is in for Brooklyn’s scariest route

SPOT CHECK: (Above) Adam 
Mansky of Park Slope points 
out problem points on a map 
of Jay Street. (Right) Double-
parking helps make Jay Street 
home to Brooklyn’s scariest 
bike lanes.

Activists: ‘Wall 
off Jay bike lanes’
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selling a home.
Rep. Michael Grimm 

(R–Bay Ridge) co-spon-
sored the bill, which 
passed the House with bi-
partisan support on March 
4, and he is confi dent that 
the Senate will adopt the 
bill and the president will 
sign it into law in coming 
weeks, a spokesperson 
said.

The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency is 
responsible for adminis-
tering the federally subsi-
dized fl ood insurance pro-
gram and is in the process 
of updating fl ood maps 
nationwide. New maps for 
Brooklyn that expanded 
the areas considered high-
est risk were released 
a year ago — just three 
months after superstorm 
Sandy ravaged the region.

The exact amount and 
duration of the bill’s new 
subsidies would depend 
on an individual’s insurer, 
said Richard Hoffman, a 
Grimm aide who helped 
write the bill. But he said 
that homeowners could 
count on more than a few 

years of relief.
“It’s going to take a very 

long time for the subsidies 
to erode,” Hoffmann said.

The bill offers special 
protections to homeown-
ers in Southern Brooklyn 
whose homes were built 
before the fi rst federal 
fl ood maps were adopted 
in the late 1970s, accord-
ing to Hoffmann. Those 
provisions would make 
it easier for them to sell 
their homes.

The government re-
quires homeowners with 
federally backed mort-
gages living in fl ood zones 
purchase fl ood insurance, 
but many in Southern 
Brooklyn own their homes 
outright, meaning they 
can choose whether to 

purchase insurance. 
They are nonetheless 

concerned they would not 
be able to sell, because 
hefty insurance require-
ments would scare poten-
tial homebuyers — most 
of which would fi nance 
their homes with feder-
ally backed mortgages.

Under the House bill, 
individuals who buy pre-
1970s homes would not be 
on the hook for the full 
fl ood insurance rate, Hoff-
mann said, since the addi-
tional subsidy would go to 
the property, rather than 
the owner.

“It’s a big relief,” said 
Cupo. 

“That’s what everyone 
was talking about — ‘I 
can’t sell my house.’ ” 

Continued from page 1 

Flood
pays for utilities and lets 
the library use them rent-
free. But seven branches 
— including McKinley — 
are rented from private 
landlords who require the 
library to pay for utilities, 
as well as all maintenance 
and repairs. 

The library has been 
putting off more than $5 
million in needed plumb-
ing work, roof repairs, win-
dow replacement and other 
basic repairs at McKinley 
for years to avoid investing 
scarce resources in a facil-
ity it does not own.

With the lease at the 
Dyker Heights branch ex-
piring this summer, the 
library would rather have 

the city seize the building 
from the owner, a branch 
of BMO Harris Bank in 
Scottsdale, Ariz., than 
sign another long-term 
rental commitment. 

The library fi rst offered 
to buy the building for 
$2.4 million, but the bank 
turned it down and made no 
counter offer, so the library 
began the eminent domain 
process, which allows the 
city to take over private 
property to use for the pub-
lic good.

“At this point the land-
lord has indicated an un-
willingness to sell, and it 
serves the public interest 
for the library to own the 
building,” Woloch said.

McKinley would be the 
fi rst building the library 
has had seized through 
eminent domain, accord-

ing to Woloch, but it began 
the process to take over the 
Ulmer Park branch build-
ing in Bath Beach last year, 
at which point the owner 
agreed to sell. 

Woloch said the library 
is not worried that fear of 
losing their property would 
cause the owners of the other 
six leased branches to try 
to push them out, or would 
make landlords reluctant to 
rent to it in the future.

“I don’t think it changes 
the playing fi eld for us to 
our disadvantage at all,” 
said Woloch, adding that the 
library would likely seek 
to acquire all of the rental 
spaces. “I would not be sur-
prised if we pursued a simi-
lar path down the road for 
some of the others.”

A spokesman for the 
bank declined to comment. 

Continued from page 1 
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To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88

FLOOD OF RELIEF: Three months after superstorm Sandy dev-
astated Southern Brooklyn, the government announced a mas-
sive hike in the cost of fl ood insurance — which a new bill rolls 
back. Photo by Paul Martinka

LOBSTER DINNER SPECIALS

Cup of any Chowder or Bisque (add $4)  Key Lime Pie or Chocolate Cake (add $4)

SINGLE  
$24 + TAX 
INCLUDES: 
 1¼ lb Lobster  

(steamed or broiled)
 French Fries, Sweet Potato Fries  

or Lettuce & Tomato Salad 
 Cole Slaw

TWIN  
$44 + TAX 

INCLUDES: 
 (Two) 1¼ lb Lobsters  
(steamed or broiled)

 (Two) French Fries, Sweet Potato 
Fries or Lettuce & Tomato Salad 

 Cole Slaw

Market Specials & Menu Online: Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Pkwy (Exit 9 or 9a) Sheepshead Bay BKLYN

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across from the UA Movies)

Hours: Sun.–Thurs. 9am–9pm  Fri. & Sat. 9am–11pm
1-800-404-CLAW FREE 

PARKING

ZAGAT  
RATED  
EXCELLENT

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

3 $39F
O
R

LOBSTER SALE

GUARANTEED TO AVERAGE 
OVER 1 1/4 LBS EACH

OTHER SIZES
AVAILABLE

LIVE OR STEAMED
NO LIMIT

RETAIL
MARKET ONLY

Exp. 3/18/14

Exp. 3/18/14

munity got the Department 
of Transportation to recon-
sider the intersection, how-
ever, after an initial hope of 
progress, the ultimate out-
come was disappointing.

Dweck said he and 
neighbors met with the 
department’s Brooklyn 
Borough Commissioner 
Joseph Palmeri two years 
ago to address the prob-
lem with the light, and 
shortly after the meeting, 
it stopped blinking yellow 
and started operating as a 

regular traffi c signal. 
But when he said he sent 

a letter to Palmeri thanking 
him for the fi x, Palmeri said 
that the “fi x” was an error, 
and the signal would have to 
revert back to a blinking light.

“For two weeks, we had 
normalcy — peace, calm, no 
speeding,” Dweck said.

Light
Continued from page 7
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BY MEGAN RIESZ
The reading series is 

both sexual and textual.
A Park Slope mom is 

bringing a lust-themed 
reading series to Bergen 
Street sex toy haven  Ba-
beland  for neighbors who 
want to explore their sexu-
ality through the written 
word.

“I love the idea of liter-
ary events in unexpected 
places,” said curator Louise 
Crawford. “There’s so much 
great writing about sexual-
ity, sensuality, and inti-
macy, so it just seems like a 
fun place and a fun idea.”

“Books in Babeland” 
will kicked off on March 7 
with several local writers, 
including Nicole Callihan, 
a lecturer at New York Uni-
versity and author of the 
recently published poetry 
book “SuperLoop,” and Di-
ana Raab, whose poetry an-
thology “Lust” chronicles 
the complexities of sexual 
intimacy.

“Every poem is ex-
tremely sensual and very 
honest and brave about the 
experience of wanting love 
and joy,” said Crawford of 
“Lust.”

The series is an oppor-
tunity for locals to dig into 
their deepest sexual desires 
in the midst of Babeland, 

which offers a host of sex 
toys, including dildos, vi-
brators, and “Fifty Shades 
of Grey” beginners bond-
age kits. Nobody should 
be afraid to let loose in the 
store, said Crawford, who 
emphasized that sexual lib-
eration should be encour-
aged for women and men.

“There’s nothing to be 
ashamed about,” she said.

The next installation of 
“Books in Babeland” will 
be in May. Titled “Sexy 
Edgy Moms,” it will focus 
on poetry, memoir, and fi c-
tion that revolves around 
motherhood and sensual-
ity. Crawford also hopes to 
have an open mic, where 

neighbors can bring their 
favorite sex-themed works 
or even read their own 
original work. And there 
is no better place to let it 
all out than Park Slope’s 
sex-positive showroom, she 
insists.

“It’s this really positive 
environment that affi rms 
the sexual and affi rms ev-
eryone’s needs to pleasure 
themselves,” Crawford said.

“Books in Babeland” at 
Babeland [462 Bergen St. 
between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–3820, www.babe-
land.com]. Check website 
for next installation date. 
Free.

Literary series comes to Slope sex shop

LUSTY LIT: “Books in Babeland” organizer Louise Crawford. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Randy reading

Authentic Spanish & Mexican Cuisine

presents

Fiesta 
Fridays

ON/OFF
PREMISE

CATERING
AVAILABLE

$40

$15
per person 

MID-WEEK DINNER 
AT-THE-BAR

Mon.-Thurs. Only

MEXICAN MID-WEEK 
DINNER FOR TWO 

Mon.-Thurs. Only

    Have you ever tried an  
      Organic Margarita?
                                  Amazing…..

4–7 PM

serving up free corned beef 
sandwiches on Monday.

[215 Prospect Park 
West at 16th Street in 
Windsor Terrace, (718) 
788–8779].

Brooklyn Colony
This newish Park Slope 

sports bar boasts New 
York City’s only stand-
alone Guinness tower — 
which it will be pouring 
into 20-ounce pint glasses 
and serving with corned 
beef and cabbage on Mon-
day.

[274 Fourth Ave. be-
tween First and Carroll 
streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 222-0280, www.

brooklyncolony.com.]

773 Lounge
Ditmas Park’s 773 

Lounge is serving up 
corned beef and cabbage 
at 4 pm, proceeded by mu-
sic from Hiram Kings at 6 
pm. The bar also promises 
to have a special guest lep-
rechaun pouring drinks be-
hind the bar!

[773 Coney Island Ave. 
between Courtelyou and 
Dorchester roads in Dit-
mas Park, (718) 462–9746, 
www.773lounge.com].

Shenanigans Pub
Jimmy O’dea will be per-

forming at 8:30 pm. Free 
corned beef and cabbage sand-
wiches will also be on hand.

[802 Caton Ave. at East 
8th Street in Kensington, 

(718) 633–3689].

Charles’ 
Ale House

A big crowd typically 
packs this tiny Madison Irish 
bar for its free corned beef 
and cabbage on Monday.

[2943 Avenue S between 
Nostrand Avenue and Har-
ing Street in Madison, (718) 
627–6100].

The Wicked Monk
Perhaps Brooklyn’s most 

handsome Irish pub, Bay 
Ridge’s the Wicked Monk 
will have Irish acoustic 
acts early in the evening. 
The bar will also serve up 
corned beef and cabbage.

[8415 Fifth Ave. between 
84th and 85th streets in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 921–0601, www.
wickedmonk.com].

St. Paddy’s
Continued from page 6
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March 11 meeting of the 
Bergen Beach Civic Asso-
ciation that it was a bad 
decision.

“I wish I’d done that 
differently,” said Don Pott, 
Macerich’s vice president 
of property management. 
“I wish we had come.”

Residents said they felt 
ignored after  more than 
100 rowdy teens descended 
on the mall on Dec. 26 last 
year , and Macerich down-
played the incident.  A sim-
ilar scenario unfolded on 
Feb. 17 , resulting in two 
arrests for disorderly con-
duct, but locals felt mall 
management tried to mini-
mize that incident as well.

Compounding that im-
age Tuesday night, Macer-
ich brought five repre-
sentatives to the civic 
meeting, but none were 
from the company’s se-
curity department. After 
several security-related 
questions from residents, 
Pott called Macerich’s 
vice president of security 
and had him give answers 
over the phone.

A chief concern among 
locals was whether  Kings 
Plaza was brushing incidents 
under the rug rather than re-
porting them to police . Pott 
said that was not the case.

“We don’t skew num-

bers. We don’t not report 
things,” he said.

The mall reports all vi-
olations of New York State 
penal code to the 63rd Pre-
cinct, said Anthony Lauro, 
Macerich’s vice president 
of security. He said police 
do not arrest minors for 
low-level crimes, and the 
police department had no 
grounds to arrest teens for 
simply congregating or be-
ing noisy.

But infringements on 
Kings Plaza’s code of con-
duct, which includes pro-
hibitions on saggy pants 
and groups of three or 
more teens, do not neces-
sarily warrant informing 
police, Pott said.

“They don’t want to 
know if we threw a kid out 
because he didn’t pull up 
his pants,” he said.

Pott said Macerich is 
installing new lighting 
and security cameras in 
the mall and parking ga-
rage, but it will not imple-
ment valet parking.

In addition, two offi cers 
from the 63rd precinct will 
patrol the mall, said 63 
precinct commanding offi -
cer Deputy Inspector John 
Rowell. They will arrive 
at 1 pm —  before schools 
let out  — and stay until 
the Kings Plaza closes, he 
said.

But locals pointed out 
that the increased police 
security takes officers off 

the street and taxpayers 
will be paying for it rather 
than Macerich.

“If there’s two cops who 
are not walking the beat, 
that is very problematic for 
this community,” said Ber-
gen Beach Civic Association 
president Michael Benjamin.

Pott countered the mall 
deserves some police pres-
ence as well.

“We’re taxpayers too, 
and we pay a lot of taxes,” 
he said.

Councilman Alan Mai-
sel (D–Canarsie) agreed 
with Pott, pointing out that 
the mall and its shops are 
among the borough’s top 
sources of tax revenue.

“They’re entitled to 
the police, but, internally, 
they have to do a better job 
of increasing security,” 
said Maisel, who also re-
peated a call for Kings 
Plaza to pay off-duty cops 
to provide security.

Some residents main-
tained the mall is unsafe, 
but others acknowledged 
Macerich’s attempts to im-
prove security and called 
for more communication 
to reassure the public.

“This is an urban area, 
and we realize we’re not 
living in Lollypop Land 
— this is Brooklyn,” said 
resident Donna Cafiero. 
“But we need to know 
there is a partnership 
between the mall and the 
community.”

Continued from page 1 
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
The battle of the bots hit 

Downtown last weekend.
Nearly 400 teenagers 

took part in the New York 
City First Tech Challenge 
Regional Championship, a 
robotics competition at NYU 
Polytechnic School of Engi-
neering on Saturday, where 
the machines fought to per-
form everyday tasks harder, 
better, faster, and stronger 
than the rest. Youngsters 
who came out had a blast and 
said being able to form like 
Voltron was key to prepping 
for the well-oiled rumble.

“It was amazing,” said 
18-year-old Kim Rawlins, a 
senior at It Takes a Village 
Academy in Flatbush whose 
team built three prototypes 
and one fi nal competition 
robot in six months.  “You 
have to come together and 
you give different ideas and 

come together for one big 
idea.”

The teens were tasked 
with making their ma-
chines pick up blocks and 
balance them on scales, 
climb to the top of a bridge, 
and perform a pull-up for 
extra points.

Simple as these proce-
dures may sound, not just 

any spring robot-chicken 
can pull them off, according 
to an organizer.

“If you want to enter 
these fi elds, you need to be 
prepared, and the bars are 
pretty high,” said Ben Es-
ner, director of the Center 
for Science, Technology, En-
gineering, and Mathemat-
ics Education at NYU-Poly. 

A SHARP EYE: Team Titanium Tigers from Francis Lewis High 
School looks over its robot.  Photo by Tyrone Z. McCants

Robots put ‘Tech’ in MetroTech
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Comprehensive
Medical Excellence
Express Service to

131 year commitment 
to providing health 
care to Brooklyn.

Quality Health Care.
Just a Stop Away.

Stroke and

  Neuroscience Center

Lutheran

 HealthCare

Orthopedics

Interventional Neuroradiology

  (Biplane Technology)

Women’s Health

Primary Care

  (Level 3 Medical Home)
Rehabilitation

Cardiology

Need help finding a physician?
Call 718-630-RXRX (7979)LutheranHealthCare.org
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