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BY MAX JAEGER
Leaders in Sheepshead 

Bay want to select some 
shorter buses.

The new B44 Select Bus 
Service along Nostrand Av-
enue has eaten up precious 
parking spaces for very 
little benefi t, according to 
Community Board 15, and 
members are asking the 

Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority to take an-
other look at the service’s 
extra-long buses.

“They’re taking away 
parking spaces, and the 
buses are empty,” said Mor-
ris Harary, who chairs 
CB15’s transportation com-
mittee.

Harary and his commit-

tee want the city to look into 
replacing the articulated 
buses — which have 22 ad-
ditional seats — with stan-
dard buses with regular 
ones and restore some lost 
spots, he said.

The 62-foot-long, two-
section, “articulated” 
buses that serve Select Bus 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Bay Ridge is ready for its 

close-up!
The Art of Brooklyn Film Fes-

tival will debut two new screen-
ing events next month at Saint 
John’s Parish Hall on 99th Street 
and at the Green Church school 
at the corner of Ovington and 
Third avenues — the fi rst time 
the arty,  borough-centric movie 
marathon has made a cameo ap-
pearance in the neighborhood.

The four-year-old, four-day-
long, multi-genre, cinematic 
extravaganza requires all its 
submissions to have been made 
in Brooklyn, about Brooklyn, 
by people from Brooklyn, or by 
people living in Brooklyn. It 
has held most of its past screen-
ings at Saint Francis College in 
Brooklyn Heights and at Long Is-
land University Downtown. But 
the festival’s founders — several 
of whom live in Bay Ridge — de-
cided it was time for their cellu-
loid celebration to break out into 
the rest of the borough.

“There are no wrong neigh-
borhoods in Brooklyn, that’s our 
motto,” said festival spokesman 

BY MAX JAEGER
A stolen puppy is home 

safe after a few days on the 
lam.

Four days after a pup 
named Pal was pinched 
from the Puppy Paradise 
store on Flatbush Avenue 
in Marine Park, someone 
— possibly one of the three 
men caught on tape abduct-

ing the dog — returned the 
shanghaied Shih Tzu over 
the weekend.

“The dog is doing great,” 
said store owner David De-
itz. “He ate quite a bit, but 
he seemed to be fi ne.”

When the pup was taken 
last week, the store’s owner 
said it was “Gone In 60 Sec-

Continued on page 8
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City to pinch 
Brooklyn’s 
Pain Street

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Atlantic Avenue is less deadly 

but even more destructive than it 
was nearly a decade ago and the 
city is fi nally taking notice.

The city chose the dangerous 
thoroughfare to be among the 
fi rst in line for the car-slowing 
treatment as part of Mayor De-
Blasio’s Vision Zero push, which 
aims to bring traffi c deaths to 
zero by 2024.

“We cannot wait for any more 
fatalities,” said Councilwoman 

Continued on page 11
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SHORTEN IT: Sheepshead 
leaders want shorter B44 
Select buses. 

ATLANTIC SCARRED: Gib Veconi says the 71 crashes at Atlantic and Flatbush avenues last year is too many. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Filched fi do fetched! S’Bay demands shorter bus

Film fest 
coming 
to Ridge

SLOWDOWN 
ON ATLANTIC
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Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014

Borrow $10,000
for as low as $300 per month

 Loan Rates Lower Than 
   Credit Card Rates
 Installment Loans Raise 

   Your Credit Score
 Apply Online, By Phone, 

   or Stop In

MAIN OFFICE:
BRUNCH:

Apply Online at www.brfcu.org
Payments based on 8.95% annual percentage rate with automatic loan payments. Rates are based on credit worthiness.

Other rates and terms available. Higher loan amounts available. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

LOANS MADE EASY...
      ... AND THAT’S THE TRUTH!

BY NICHELLE HENRY
A Bay Ridge chef is cook-

ing up a fi ght against the 
city’s regime of restaurant 
health-codes and fi nes, 
which he says strangles a 
vital part of the local small-
business sector.

Vincent Tropepe, who re-
cently opened the borough’s 
fi rst restaurant consulting 
business is in his home ’hood 
of Bay Ridge, said has long 
wanted to help fellow restau-
rateurs fi ght back against 
what some have called a 
largely arbitrary system.

“This is something that 
I always wanted to do” said 
Tropepe. “I feel that there is 
no foundation to what is be-
ing written during some in-
spections.”

Tropepe was dubbed the 
“American born Gordon 
Ramsay” by Edible maga-
zine for his work reforming 
struggling restaurants — 
and for a forceful personal-
ity not unlike the high-vol-
ume British chef — and in 
his new consulting business, 
Tropepe will rewrite menus, 
redesign restaurants and 
write business plans. 

But a large part of what 
Tropepe will also do is stand 
behind restaurant owners in 
the city’s court system that 
handles violations by restau-
rants and food service estab-
lishments.

Last month Mayor De-
Blasio made good on a cam-
paign promise to reform the 
restaurant-inspection sys-
tem to reduce fi nes and en-
sure that the process focuses 
on keeping the public safe 

rather than raising revenue 
for the city — which had 
been a common complaint 
from restaurateurs about 
the process. 

Tropepe was not for-
mally involved in lobbying 
for the reform, but said he 
had several discussions with 
elected offi cials regarding 
the inconsistencies in fi nes 
handed down by the Health 
Department.

“I was vocal in demand-
ing the change” said Tro-
pepe. “I saw on a daily ba-
sis the effects of the system 
on New York City business 
owners.” 

In 2013 Tropepe helped 
fellow restaurateurs get 
slightly more than $300,000 
in violations dismissed and 
help secure about $110,000 in 
refunds to business owners. 

A few times a week Tro-
pepe fi nds himself in a 

courtroom and going up 
against agencies such as the 
Department of Health, En-
vironmental Control Board, 
and State Liquor Authority 
that have hit restaurants 
with fi nes and violations. 
Tropepe closely reviews the 
violations and effectively 
cross-examines the inspec-
tors before the case exam-
iner. 

Tropepe has his own ex-
perience as an entrepreneur-
ial restaurateur — in 2011 he 
opened his own restaurant 
in Bay Ridge, a French bis-
tro called Saint Germain.  
He closed Saint Germain al-
most a year and a half ago, 
because he wasn’t able to ex-
pand the restaurant in that 
location,  but when asked if 
he hoped to open a new eat-
ery in the neighborhood, 
Tropepe simply replied 
“something’s brewing.”

SWEET AND SOUR: Chef Vincent Tropepe made plates of French 
pastries to celebrate the ribbon-cutting at his new restaurant con-
sulting business in Bay Ridge — but he won’t sugarcoat his opinion 
about excessive city fi nes against fellow restaurateurs. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Bay Ridge chef preps 
for food fights

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387
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BY NATHAN TEMPEY
A teen girl and a cop 

shattered the window of 
a Downtown Chinese res-
taurant during an alter-
cation that left the young-
ster and her best friend in 
handcuffs last Thursday 
afternoon, cops and wit-
nesses said.

The two 15-year-olds 
were hanging out with a 
group of friends at New 
China Star on Lawrence 
Street around 3:50 pm 
when two school safety 
agents walked in and 
a manager asked them 
to make all of the 15-20 
rowdy kids inside leave, 
police reported.

One girl, a Queens 
high school student, told 
police that she was wait-
ing for her food order and 
that she did not want to go, 
according to witnesses.

Her buddy, a scholar at 
Boys and Girls High School 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
started to leave, but offi -
cers stopped her and began 
questioning her, said Ta 
Kim McCollum, who was 
ordering with the crew.

The offi cers yelled, 
“Get out,” according to 
witnesses, four times, ac-
cording to authorities. 

Two cops then threw 
the Brooklyn kid to the 
ground and started slam-
ming her face on the fl oor, 
bloodying it, bystanders 
stated.

The Queens girl, en-
raged, tried to pull the 
male offi cers off of her 
chum and three other of-
fi cers tackled her, then sat 
on her, according to a wit-

ness and intimate of the 
youngster.

“[The Queens teen] is 
my ex so I wanted to at-
tack the cop but I didn’t,” 
the witness said. “I just 
stood there and cried.”

Two cops tried to lead 
the Queens girl out the 
door, witnesses said. She 
stopped near the front of 
the restaurant and they 
tried to shove her forward. 

Instead, one smashed 
her into the picture win-
dow, shattering it, and 
tumbled into the falling 
glass after her, the wit-
ness and cops said.

Cops then led the girl, 
bloodied and dusted with 
broken glass, to a waiting 
police van.

“Where’d my best 
friend go?” the cuffed teen 
yelled, blood streaming 
down her face.  

Offi cers followed with 
the best friend in tow, also 
cuffed.

The youths who re-
mained were upset that 
the bloodied girl was held 
in the back of the van 
for 20 minutes while she 
screamed for medical at-
tention.

“You’re f------ late,” Mc-
Collum yelled when an 
ambulance arrived after 
cops had driven her away.

The schoolgirl who 
crashed through the 
glass suffered gashes on 
her face and lower back 
and was treated at Kings 
County Hospital Center 
before cops released her, 
police stated.

Three offi cers were 

BY MEGAN RIESZ
The state and anti-Long-

Island-College-Hospital-clo-
sure activists have reached 
a new legal agreement after 
the advocates say the state 
tried to rig the hospital re-
development bidding pro-
cess.

Offi cials tried to mis-
lead appointed experts who 
are supposed to score each 
of the nine plans without 
conferring with anyone, ac-
cording to the community 
groups who sued the state 
to halt the closure of the 
156-year-old Cobble Hill in-
stitution. Lawyers for the 
activists threatened to sue 
again when they got wind of 
the alleged jury tampering, 
in which state offi cials al-
legedly told the evaluators 
falsehoods about the viabil-
ity of some plans that call 
for full-service hospitals, 
which the activists want to 
be picked.

“Guidance provided by 
[the State University of New 
York] and [the Department 
of Health] to the [evaluation 
committee] that would re-
sult in lower scores to full-
service hospitals, if true, 
may been seen as an effort 
to undercut the framework 
of our settlement, which is 
to issue a new [Request for 
Proposals] with the aim 
of fi nding a full-service 
hospital,” said lawyer Jim 
Walden, who represents 
six community groups, in a 
March 26 letter to state law-
yers.

Walden claimed that 
state reps gave evaluators 
bogus information during 
a March 24 phone call, im-
pugning some full-service 
plans on the basis that it 
would take 163 days for 
companies who do not have 
hospital operating licenses 
to obtain them, but not men-
tioning a law that says the 
state could award a tempo-
rary license to whomever 
takes over the medical facil-
ity. The lawyers got wind of 
the call from an evaluator 
on the committee who does 
not represent the six com-
munity groups, according 
to an anti-closure advocate 
who would not divulge the 
identity of the mole.

“SUNY should stop try-

ing to manipulate the out-
come and should let LICH 
be a hospital,” said Cobble 
Hill Association member 
Jeff Strabone. “Their hospi-
tal-killing zeal boggles the 
mind.”

A state attorney vehe-
mently denied the claims, 
saying that the evaluators 
were not instructed to devi-
ate from the rules and that 
the state expected the com-
mittee members to award 
higher scores to plans that 
include a full-service hos-
pital.

“The bottom line is that 
the evaluators were free to 
evaluate in a manner that 
they individually deemed 
appropriate and without 
interference,” state lawyer 
Frank Carone wrote in a re-
sponse to Walden.

An additional stipula-
tion to the latest settle-
ment signed by Carone 
and Walden states that 
members of the committee 
should disregard any infor-
mation conveyed to them, 
or information they read in 

the media, about the regu-
latory process for approval 
of a hospital operator. The 
stipulation has been ap-
proved by Brooklyn Su-
preme Court Judge Johnny 
Lee Baynes, who is oversee-
ing the lawsuit.

The committee, which 
handed in its fi nal scores 
on March 31, is charged 
with evaluating the nine 
plans based on a point sys-
tem that weighs medical 
services as two-thirds of 
the score and assesses the 
rest in terms of the amount 
of cash that the proposer is 
willing to put up. A group 
including Councilman Car-
los Menchaca (D–Red Hook) 
and reps from the nurses 
union and community 
groups that sued the state 
to halt the hospital closure 
have less than half the say 
in scoring the medical cat-
egory and none in scoring 
the fi nancials. 

The state does not stand 
to gain huge amounts of 
cash from trying to kill re-
development proposals that 

include full-service hospi-
tals because of a $250-mil-
lion cap on how much it 
could bag for the prime real 
estate the hospital sits on, 
which  experts value at as 
much as $500 million . A plan 
by a group called Brooklyn 
Health Partners would pay 
the state $250 million and 
keep the hospital a hospital, 
while a proposal from the 
Peebles Corporation, a de-
veloper, would pay the same 
amount, plus $10 million to 
a non-profi t dedicated to im-
proving healthcare in the 
borough, but turn the hospi-
tal into luxury apartments. 
Fortis Property Group also 
wants to dismantle the hos-
pital and is offering up just 
$240 million, but has long 
been considered a favorite 
of the state, in part because 
a company founder and his 
uncle, who does not work 
for the company, donated 
$17,500 to Gov. Cuomo, who 
controls the State Univer-
sity of New York.

University trustees met 
on April 3, after press time.

New court agreement after activists allege funny business

BROKEN WINDOW THEORY: Shattered glass covers the side-
walk outside the New China Star restaurant, where a teen and a 
police offi cer fl ew through a window. CNG / Matthew Perlman

LONG AND ORDER: Attorney Jim Walden says the state tried to mislead experts evaluating the Long 
Island College Hospital redevelopment pitches. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

LICH ‘bid rigging’ truce

Police and teens 
battle Downtown

Continued on page 7
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BY MAX JAEGER
It was enough to give 

them a sinking feeling.
After more than a year, 

a dozen 311 calls, a couple of 
inspections, and a big run-
around, residents of E. 37th 
Street felt like they were only 
digging themselves in deeper 
trying to get the city to fi x a 
fi ve-foot-deep sinkhole open-
ing up under their sidewalk.

The city’s public ser-
vice hotline kept routing 
neighbors’ complaints ei-
ther to the Parks Depart-
ment — because the hole 
was in the corner of a street 
tree planted — or to the  De-
partment of Transportation 
— because it reached un-
der the sidewalk. But both 
agencies said that the sink-
hole wasn’t their problem, 
and they had no idea which 
city department would be 
responsible.

“We just kept getting the 
runaround,” said Alonna 
Bondar, who fi rst noticed 

the hole in front of her home 
in 2012. “Nobody wants to 
take responsibility.”

After months of calling 
311, Bondar and her neigh-
bors got discouraged, but 
when someone tripped in 
the growing hazard, they 
renewed their efforts.

“When my neighbor fell, 
we decided to get more ag-
gressive,” she said.

Finally, Bondar reached 
out to this paper for help, 
and an investigation re-
vealed that the 311 operators 
should have referred her 
complaints to the Depart-
ment of Environmental Pro-
tection, the city agency re-
sponsible for underground 
water mains, which are the 
typical cause of sinkholes. 
Shortly after a call from a 
reporter about the problem, 
the department dispatched 
a crew to explore the grow-
ing cavern beneath the side-
walk with a long-necked, 
closed-circuit camera.

“I can’t even believe 
what’s been done since you 
got involved,” Bondar said.

Ironically, the city once 

again shifted re-
sponsibility for fi x-
ing the problem — 
to Bondar.

The department 
found that the sink-
hole was caused by 
a leak in the pipes 
that run between 
Bondar’s home and 
the water main 
below the street, 
and homeowners 
are responsible for 
maintaining and 
repairing pipes that 
tie homes to main 
lines, according to a 
department spokes-
man.

But ultimately, 
the city will have to 
take responsibility 
for the thousands 
of dollars in re-
pair costs, because 

Bondar is enrolled in the 
city’s sewer line protection 
program — a sort of pipe in-
surance that costs homeown-

ers about $8 a month added 
to a home’s water bill.

“It has paid for itself al-
ready,” said Bondar, who 
enrolled in the program 
about six months ago.

Bondar said she’s 
pleased her ordeal is close 
to resolution, but she’s still 
a bit upset that her all calls 
to 311 were so useless.

“We really did every-
thing right and got nowhere, 
until now,” she said.

In fact, the city is still 
defl ecting blame for the 
hotline fi asco — again, to 
Bondar.

A spokeswoman for the 
311 system said the con-
fusion was all her fault, 
because Bondar said the 
sinkhole was in a Parks 
Department  street-tree 
planter, and was near a 
sidewalk, which is the De-
partment of Transporta-
tion’s purview — and using 
keywords like “tree” and 
“sidewalk” cued 311 work-

ers to route the complaint 
to those agencies, despite 
the sinkhole being the root 
of the complaint. 

Unfortunately, repeat-
edly using the keyword 
“sinkhole” never clued in 
the 311 staff that the com-
plaint should have gone to 
the Department of Environ-
mental Protection in the 
fi rst place, because hotline 
workers are told that sink-
holes only happen in the 
street.

“A sinkhole is defi ned as 
a hole in a roadway, and the 
way she defi ned it was that 
it was on the sidewalk, so 
that’s the difference,” a 311 
spokeswoman said.

But Bondar said that is 
no excuse for the city’s own 
public-services help-line to 
be so unhelpful.

“It shouldn’t have taken 
this long,” she said. “A per-
son should be able to call 
the city and get the help 
they need.”

More than a year of calling 311 about sinkhole had departments just passing the buck

IN DEEP: Anthony Mottola and his neigh-
bors have been trying to get the city to 
fi ll this 5-foot-deep sinkhole for more 
than a year. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Sunk in a hole of city-agency runaround
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5FREE WILLS and LIVING TRUSTS SEMINARS!

Brooklyn law firm reveals the 
7 costly mistakes families 

make in their estate plans!
Will your family be one of those casualties?

Attend this seminar and immediately discover how 
you can avoid mistakes in these key areas

1. PROBATE COSTS AND DELAYS: Avoid potential delays of 9 months to 1 year or more. Eliminate or 
minimize substantial court, attorneys’ and executors’ fees.

2. NURSING HOME COSTS: Protect your nest egg from nursing home costs, which average over 
$10,000 per month in Brooklyn.

3. DIVORCE: Preserve your children’s inheritance if they divorce...up to 50% of your assets could 
walk out the door with your ex in-law.

4. REMARRIAGE: Prevent your assets from going to a stranger instead of your children if your spouse 
gets remarried after your death. 

5. ESTATE TAXES: Eliminate or minimize state and federal estate taxes. In New York state, assets over 
$1 million may be subject to estate tax rates as high as 16%. 

6. RETIREMENT PLANS: Choose the right options to preserve your IRA or 401(k). Take advantage of 
opportunities to minimize income taxes for your beneficiaries. 

7. INCAPACITY: Make your final wishes known with a Living Will and Health Care Proxy. Avoid a 
publicly humiliating and expensive guardianship proceeding if you become legally incapacitated 
or disabled.

Even though you’ve worked hard your entire life and saved up something you’d like to pass on to 
your family, they may end up with nothing, without proper planning. When you attend one of our 
Wills and Living Trust seminars, you’ll immediately discover how you can prevent this from hap-
pening to you and your family… but space is limited, so call now to reserve your seat.

(718) 238-1727
All seminar attendees will receive a FREE one-hour, private consultation to see how a proper 
estate plan will benefit you and your family ($340 value).

Sponsored by: Minko Law Office
Attorney Anthony Minko is a noted speaker on estate planning. His seminars are said to be entertaining, 
informative and easy-to-understand. Anthony Minko is a member of the American Academy of Estate 
Planning Attorneys. The Academy is an exclusive membership organization dedicated to promoting ex-
cellence in estate planning and elder law by providing its members with the latest research and educa-
tional resources. The Academy has been recognized as a consumer legal source by Money Magazine and 
Suze Orman in her book, 9 Steps to Financial Freedom.

Seating is limited, so call now!
(718) 238-1727

24-hr Reservation Line or Register Online

www.minkolaw.com

RESERVE YOUR SEAT TODAY

SHEEPSHEAD BAY
Tuesday, April 8

7:00 PM – 9:00 PM
il Fornetto Restaurant
2902 Emmons Avenue

MARINE PARK
Wednesday, April 9

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Buckley’s Catering

2926 Avenue S
BENSONHURST

Wednesday, April 9
7:00 PM – 9:00 PM
Minko Law Office

1766 Cropsey Avenue
BENSONHURST
Thursday, April 10
2:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Minko Law Office

1766 Cropsey Avenue
BAY RIDGE

Saturday, April 12
10:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Bridgeview Diner
9011 3rd Avenue

Refreshments Served  
at All Seminars

TAX LAW  CHANGES REVEALED

1766 Cropsey Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11214

Attorney Advertising
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.

BY MEGAN RIESZ
There is no disputin’ the 

intrigue of Rasputin.
An enamored fan of the 

mysterious Siberian holy 
man Grigori Rasputin is 
throwing a dinner party to 
celebrate the life and legacy 
of the mystic who has been 
accused of bringing down 
the last tsarist regime of 
Russia. Rasputin is a fas-
cinating character who re-
mains a magnet for mis-
representation and myth, 
according to the organizer 
of the shindig.

“More people think that 
they know about him be-
cause he’s such a popular 
touchstone, then you talk to 
people and you realize peo-
ple don’t have an idea who 
he was,” said organizer Ja-
mie Hook.

The April 7 dinner at 
Le Gamin Cafe in Green-
point comes on the 99th 
anniversary of Rasputin’s 
attention-grabbing inci-
dent at Yar Restaurant in 
Moscow, where he alleg-
edly pulled out his member 
in front of stunned diners. 
Some have said the fl asher 
was only an impersonator 
of Rasputin out to discredit 
the healer, but either way, 
Hook and company will be 
dining on the same meal 
the man had that night — a 

bowl of the beetroot-based 
soup borscht.

“When else do you get 
to eat a huge bowl of bloody 
vegetables?” Hook said. 
“Being a notorious coun-
tercultural type lad, Ras-
putin reveled in eating this 
in front of high-born Rus-
sians, so that’s the connec-
tion.”

Known for seducing 
women under the pretense 
that they would be closer 
to God if they fornicated 
and deeply repented, Ras-
putin was often invited to 
the court of Russian Tsar 
Nicholas II so that he could 
heal the hemophiliac heir 
apparent, Alexei. His odd 
relationship with the Ro-
manov family — some say 
he had too much political 

infl uence over the tsarina 
— is heavily disputed, as is 
his alleged magical prow-
ess, according to Hook.

“There was something 
strange about him, some-
thing that’s beyond the 
pale,” he said. “There are 
people who are strangely 
attuned to subtleties in 
life, and he was one of 
them.”

Hook recalled listening 
to Boney M.’s Euro-disco 
song “Rasputin” as a young 
kid growing up in Kenya. 
Since then, the Greenpoint 
dad has been enthralled by 
the wanderer’s life, eventu-
ally deciding to put together 
the feast that will feature 
live Russian music, melo-
dramatic vodka toasts, and 
a 15-minute presentation 
on the honoree. Onlookers 
will be bewitched, Hook in-
sisted.  

“His life is so fascinat-
ing that it doesn’t need 
any embellishments,” he 
said.

“Ra Ra Rasputin: A Din-
ner and Celebration of the 
Life and Times of Russia’s 
Greatest Love Machine” at 
Le Gamin Cafe [108 Frank-
lin St. near Noble Street in 
Greenpoint, (718) 770–7918, 
www.legamin.com]. April 
7 from 7–11 pm. $30 includ-
ing three-course dinner.

Greenpoint cafe hosts dinner honoring 
Russia’s mystical advisor to the Tsars

Ra Ra Rasputin!
MAD MONK MUNCHIES: Jamie Hook is throwing a dinner in honor of the Russian mystic Rasputin at 
Le Gamin Cafe in Greenpoint. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

RUSSIA’S GREATEST LOVE 
MACHINE: Say “Zazdarovje!” 
to Rasputin at Le Gamin Cafe on 
April 7. Associated Press
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BY NICHELLE HENRY
A 10-year-old Mill 

Basin boy has shown the 
world his mettle — and 
it’s a fencing sword.

Superlative swords-
man Ethan Kushnerik 
came in fi rst at the 37th 
annual International 
Children’s Fencing 
Tournament Challenge, 
held in Wroclaw, Poland, 
March 27–31.

The fi ve-day tourna-
ment is considered one 
of the premier fencing 
contests in the world, 
drawing 1,400 competi-
tors under age 15 from 21 
different countries.

Kushnerik was one of 
19 kids representing the 
United States, and he 
won one of the two gold 
medals taken home by 
Americans.

He crossed swords 
with 142 fencers from 
around the world in 
back-to-back matches, 
fi ghting for seven hours 
straight, and he re-
mained undefeated.

After the last competi-
tor met his blade, Kush-
nerik didn’t even realize 

that he had just won the 
gold, because he was so fo-
cused on the swordplay.

“I was just concentrat-
ing on hitting may target,” 
he said.

It was that mental disci-
pline that made Kushnerik 
an international champion, 
according to his coach.

“For 10-year-old ath-
letes, competing at such a 
big, international event, it’s 
a great accomplishment to 
be able to maintain such a 
strong physical and mental 
focus untill the end,” said 

Misha Mokretsov, 
head coach at the 
New York Fencing 
Academy in Coney 
Island. 

This was Kush-
nerik’s fi rst inter-
national compe-
tition, though he 
had also recently 
won silver and 
bronze medals at 
the North Ameri-
can Cup in Nash-
ville, Tenn. 

Kushnerik said 
his biggest chal-

lenge in Wroclaw was 
adapting to the various 
fencing styles of his Euro-
pean opponents, who come 
out of different traditions. 
Mokretsov agreed that 
dealing with the variety 
of fighting techniques is 
what make international 
tournaments so demand-
ing.

“This was a world event 
of the highest magnitude,” 
said Mokretsov. “You need 
to be very fl exible and able 
to adjust to different fenc-
ing styles.”

SHARP KID: (Above) Ten-year-
old Ethan Kushnerik of Mill Basin, 
center, took the top prize at an 
international fencing competition 
held in Poland over the weekend. 
(Right) Kushnerik, at left, goes on 
the attack against his opponent.  
 Photos by Vadim Kushnerik

Brooklyn kid is world blade champ

Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

also injured in the melee, 
including one who was cut 
across his forehead and 
left eyelid and another who 
needed fi ve stitches on his 
hand, according to cops.

Cops charged both girls 
with trespassing, criminal 
mischief, disorderly con-
duct, and resisting arrest 
and released them into 
their parents’ custody.

In an interview with 
the NYPD’s Internal Af-
fairs Bureau, the injured 
girl admitted to refusing 
the cops’ initial orders 
and resisting arrest, a law 
enforcement source said.

This year, Downtown 

cops have been cracking 
down on teens who con-
gregate after school, forc-
ing them to disperse, said a 
barber at nearby Lawrence 
Barber Shop who stepped 
out for a cigarette and saw 
the whole incident.

“Cops are pushing 
them,” said Cesar San-
chez.

About 100 teens 
mobbed Jay Street follow-
ing the bloody arrest, ac-
cording to witnesses, and 
at least two people were 
hauled off by police in the 
back of a squad car.

“It was a mini-riot,” 
said Myra Eanes, an 
NYPD employee who said 
she saw the tail end of the 
chaos on Jay Street.

 — Matt Perlman

Police
Continued from page 3

OUCH: Blood on a glass shard was left behind after police 
cuffed and took away the teenager last week. 
 CNG / Matthew Perlman
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Anthony Devito, a Bergen 
Beach native now residing 
in the Ridge. “Film festivals 
tend to be clustered around 
a few neighborhoods, 
but our mission since we 
started has been about be-
ing the fi lm festival for the 
whole borough.”

To make their Bay Ridge 
silver-screen dreams a re-
ality, the festival is team-
ing up with Bay Ridge arts 
company brooklynONE 
Productions.  The company 
is best known for putting 
on local stage events , but 
it has been working to ex-
pand its repertoire — and 
its founders jumped at the 
chance to help bring a fl ick 
fi esta to the neighborhood.

“We do the theater stuff, 
but we’re trying to get it out 
there that we do fi lm and all 

the other media of the arts. 
It’s important that people 
know brooklynONE is at the 
epicenter of the Bay Ridge 
Cultural District we’re 
trying to build,” said co-
founder Anthony Marino, 
a native of Dyker Heights. 
“It’s for Brooklyn — it’s in 
Brooklyn — it’s a fantas-

tic collaboration. We’re so 
grateful to be a part of it.”

Devito said he and his 
colleagues are in the pro-
cess of putting together a 
line-up of documentaries, 
dramas, comedies, shorts, 
features, and even avant-
garde pieces which they 
think will appeal to a Bay 
Ridge audience. 

“We’re defi nitely going 
to program fi lms that will 
be a good fi t for the neigh-
borhood,” Devito said.  
“But one thing we notice 
is, regardless of the neigh-
borhood, if it’s a good fi lm, 
people are going to like it.”

The festival begins on 
May 7, with the showing at 
the school on May 8 and at 
the parish hall on May 10. 
Starting times are still be-
ing decided. Tickets will be 
available in advance for $10 
and at the door for $12.

The festival will wrap up 
on May 11 at Borough Hall. 

onds” — puppy style.
Three men burst into 

the store on March 25, let 
themselves into a “secure 
puppy room,” and stuffed 
the $1,000 puppy under one 
of their jackets before tak-
ing off, Deitz said.

“It all took about 60 sec-
onds,” he said.

The staff did not imme-
diately realize the gold-and-
white male pup was gone. 

The store rents out pup-
pies for kids’ parties, and 
Pal was scheduled to work 
last Tuesday afternoon, 
Deitz said. It was not un-
til staff went to prep the 
pooch that they realized it 
was gone, and after a brief 
search, a check of the se-
curity footage revealed the 
hound heist.

“We went back to the 
tape, and we saw the dog be-
ing puppy-napped,” he said.

Deitz believes the men 
came in to rob the register, 
but when they saw several 
customers inside, decided 
to cut their losses and steal 
the canine instead, he said.

“They were not family 
people coming in for a pet,” 
he said. “They were defi -
nitely out of character to be 
in the store.”

This is not the fi rst time 
Puppy Paradise has had to 
track down a poached pup.

Two years ago,  someone 

swiped a pricey Yorkshire 
terrier from the store , De-
itz said.  Cops collared the 
crooks , but the dog had 
already changed hands. 
The teen who bought the 
hot dog felt bad, but did 
not want to confront store 
owners, so she sent them 
fi rst to the corner of E. 87th 
and Farragut Road in Ca-
narsie. There Deitz said 
he found a note pinned 
to a tree directing him 
to the nearby Floridian 
Diner. Deitz found the dog 
at the diner and, after he 
hounded the waitstaff — 
who thought the adorable 
pup was a gift from the girl 
and did not want to give it 
up — he fi nally  reclaimed 
the purloined pup .

Pal’s return was a little 
less dramatic, but it still 
had an air of mystery.

Deitz said a hooded 
man came to the store and 
dropped the dog just inside 
the front door. Then, 10 
minutes later, he called to 
say he had returned the dog 
and asked Deitz not to pros-
ecute.

The mystery man’s face 
was not visible, but based 
on his build, Deitz believes 
he was one of the original 
puppy-nappers.

Deistz said he harbors 
no ill will toward the man, 
and sees the rover rustling 
— and returning — as a 
clear cry for help. 

“It was a mistake, he lived 
up to it and corrected it, and 
he wants to live a better life,” 
Deistz said. “He’s welcome to 
come back, and I’d be willing 
to shake his hand and talk to 
him about what’s going on 
with his life.”

Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 

Continued from page 1

Puppy

Continued from page 1 

Film

REUNITED AND IT FEELS SO GOOD: David Dietz is happy to be 
reunited with Pal, the Shih Tzu stolen from Dietz’s pet store on 
Flatbush Avenue on March 25. Photo by Steve Solomonson

LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION: 
Anthony Marino of brook-
lynONE Productions is helping 
bring the Art of Brooklyn Film 
Festival to Bay Ridge. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos
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Veins Veins Go Away
FOR THE TREATMENT OF VARICOSE VEINS, 
LEG SWELLING AND LEG WOUNDS

Dr. Natalie Marks: The First Vascular 
Medicine Specialist in Brooklyn
DIRECTOR OF THE VEIN CENTER

The Vein Center of
The Vascular Institute of New York

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Evict housing court!
That is the rallying cry 

of tenant advocates who 
say the hall’s small size 
prevents justice from be-
ing served and the city 
should stop renting it from 
a notorious slumlord when 
its lease runs out at the end 
of May. In addition to being 
owned by a real estate ty-
coon who landed on Mayor 
DeBlasio’s list of worst 
landlords in the city back 
when he was public advo-
cate, the building where 
building owners and ten-
ants go to settle scores is 
too small and ill-equipped 
for the hordes who come 
each day.

“It’s a horror story down 
there,” said Delcina Biggs, a 
tenant leader with the Pratt 
Area Community Council 
who spent four years fi ght-

ing a spurious eviction in 
the court. “The building is 
inadequate. That’s the bot-
tom line.”

Housing court handles 

cases involving building 
owners and tenants, both 
for potential evictions and 
for tenants trying to force 
their landlords to make 
building repairs, though ac-
tivists  argue that system’s 
slant in favor of landlords 
is clear if you consider that 
14 of 15 courtrooms are ded-
icated to eviction proceed-
ings . 

Last year, the Brooklyn 
housing courts processed 
70,349 cases, according to 
data from the civil court 
clerk’s offi ce.

The city has leased the 
18-story offi ce building on 
Livingston Street, between 
Smith Street and Red Hook 
Lane, since 1983. In addi-
tion to the housing court, 
the building also contains 
the civil and small-claims 
courts for Kings County. 
Pols and gadfl ies say there 

is not enough room under 
the roof for justice to be 
served.

“It’s just not an ap-
propriate building,” said 
Jackie del Valle, an orga-
nizer with the social justice 
group Fifth Avenue Com-
mittee. “The building is too 
small.”

Overcrowding prevents 
tenants from waiting for 
their cases to be called in 
the actual courtrooms. 
Instead, they are forced 
to stand in the hall, near 
enough to the door to hear 
a court offi cer call their 
name when the case comes 
up. If someone misses being 
called, he or she could lose 
the case.

“It’s a nightmare,” said 
Junie Desire, a Park Slope 
resident who has been bat-
tling a supposedly bogus 
eviction for more than a year. 

“You have to stay right there. 
You can’t even leave, even to 
get something to eat.”

The lack of space also 
means that lawyers ap-
proach tenants in the hall 
and try to get them to sign 
papers and make agree-

ments that would sink their 
chances at a fair hearing, 
rabble-rousers said.

“Legal proceedings are 
happening in the hallways 
instead of the courtrooms,” 
said del Valle.

ON THE CASE: Vidal Hernandez, right, gets help with his housing 
issue from Marina Cardona, a case manager for Univerity Settle-
ment. Photo by Stefano GiovanniniPACKED: Brooklyn housing 

courts is crammed into this of-
fi ce building at 141 Livingston 
St.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Activists: Housing court 
needs change of address

Continued on page 14
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BY MEGAN RIESZ
A team of Park Slope Poin-

dexters has come up with its 
own plan for the expansion 
of New York Methodist Hos-
pital that its leaders say will 
trade the hospital’s moun-
tain for an easier-to-swallow 
molehill.

Members of Preserve 
Park Slope, a group of Slop-
ers who think the hospital’s 
plan to expand will inundate 
the neighborhood with traf-
fi c, smog, and out-of-place ar-
chitecture, have put together 
an alternate plan that low-
ers the building’s roof by 45 
feet by shifting a portion of 
its bulk to an attached park-
ing garage. An architect who 
lent his drafting skills to the 
cause said the benefi ts of the 
elaborate counter-proposal, 
which brings the top of the 
compound closer to the four-
story roof-line of the town-
houses on the block, will 
force hospital offi cials to con-
sider the plan.

“The benefi ts of using the 
adjacent garage space are 
so numerous and so obvi-
ous that we are hopeful that 
the [city] will require [New 
York Methodist Hospital] to 
re-examine this potential,” 
said Urban Architectural 
Initiatives architect David 
Hirsch, who penned a letter 
with four other designers to 
the city singing the praises of 
the idea.

Among the supposed vir-
tues of the activist version of 
the outpatient clinic, which 
would require a zoning vari-
ance, are that it would be 
closer to the height allowed 
under the current rules, 
would fi t in better with the 
surrounding buildings, and 
would help medical staffers 
move around the complex 
more easily, activists say. 

Methodist has so far re-
fused to entertain the idea 
of building over the garage 
on Fifth Street near Seventh 
Avenue. The hospital says do-
ing so would require seismic 
retrofi tting — modifi cation to 
make the structure more re-
sistant to earthquakes — and 
the process would require 
closing the garage for about 
17 months, as a hospital rep 
 wrote in a March 4 letter to 
the city . Such a structure’s 
fl oors would also be too small 
to accommodate the various 
clinical institutes and would 
keep doctors from consulting 
each other — the same prob-
lem Methodist has with the 
taller, thinner version of the 

center that it can build with-
out city approval, the letter 
said.

Not so, insist the persis-
tent project foes, who have 
pulled out all the stops in 
railing against the plan, 
bringing in their own ar-
chitects, lawyers, and traf-
fi c and environmental ex-
perts to refute the hospital’s 
claims about why the com-
plex, dubbed the Center for 
Community Health, has to be 
built the way it wants. Mov-
ing patients and staff from 
fl oor to fl oor for consultation 
is not a standard or prefer-
able hospital procedure, 
claimed Hirsch. The activ-
ists want the city’s Board 

of Standards and Appeals, 
which has fi nal say over the 
zoning variance the hospital 
is seeking, to demand more 
information.

“The Board and the com-
munity deserve to better 
understand why the garage 
site is being preserved while 
excessive variances are be-
ing sought for a larger devel-
opment than the zoning al-
lows,” the letter states.

The only possible reason 
that the hospital would over-
look the plan is if it was se-
cretly planning to build even 
more above the garage in the 
future, the activists claim.

“It is clear to us that ei-
ther the architects have not 

properly considered the ob-
viously better option to in-
clude the garage potential or 
they have been told by New 
York Methodist to reserve 
this space for future devel-
opment,” Hirsch said. “They 
have instead tried to defeat 
this potential by using falla-
cious arguments.”

Methodist architects are 
studying the activist plan 
and will respond to it at the 
next Board of Standards and 
Appeals hearing on April 8, 
hospital spokeswoman Lyn 
Hill said.

The expansion would take 
the place of 16 townhouses, 
some of them more than a 
century old.

Expansion opponents unveil alternate plan for hot-button complex

GAME CHANGER: (Above) The group Preserve Park 
Slope thinks Methodist should build fi ve fl oors of its 
proposed auxiliary medical facility over a nearby park-
ing garage. Activists claim the change would pull the 
building’s roof (top left) in line with neighboring town-
houses (left). Preserve Park Slope

METHODIST REDUX

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
The state has taken 

over Interfaith Medical 
Center in a bid to keep 
it alive.

The state Depart-
ment of Health booted 
the beleaguered Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant hospi-
tal’s top management 
and appointed former 
bankruptcy judge Mel-
anie Cyganowski and 
medical maestro Steven 
Korf to oversee a re-
structuring made possi-
ble by a $20- to $30-mil-
lion bailout. Both are 
tasked with trying to 
pull the ailing hospi-
tal out of bankruptcy, a 
hospital representative 
said. 

“It will be up to them 
what the hospital will 
look like,” said Inter-
faith spokeswoman Me-
lissa Krantz. “What is 
good is that this means 
the state realizes the 
importance of this hos-
pital.”

Now that the state has 
installed its people, it 
will cover the hospital’s 
losses for at least a year, 
to the tune of between 
$20- and $30-million, ac-
cording to Krantz. 

Cyganowski served 
as a United States 
bankruptcy court 
judge in federal court 

Interfaith 
gets state 
bailout

Continued on page 11
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Laurie Cumbo (D–Fort 
Greene) at a press confer-
ence last week. “Vision Zero 
needs to happen now.”

City data compiled by 
our crack number-crunch-
ing team shows that there 
were a horrifying 843 
crashes along the stretch 
of road between the harbor 
and Flatbush Avenue dur-
ing the past two years, up 
from  583 during a 22-month 
period in 2005 and 2006 . The 
recent slew of collisions av-
erage out to more than one 
per day and caused a total of 
173 injuries and one death, 
down from nine deaths be-
tween 2006 and 2008, but 

tragic nonetheless.
And preventable, road-

safety advocates argue.
“This announcement 

brings long-overdue atten-
tion to a corridor plagued 
by traffi c violence and reck-
less driving,” said Paul 
Steely White, executive di-
rector of the group Trans-
portation Alternatives, in a 
statement.

The mayor’s Vision Zero 
push calls for overhauls to 
50 corridors and intersec-
tions each year, including 
changes to street designs, 
stoplights, and speed limits. 
In response to the announce-
ment last week by roads czar 
and recent Cobble Hill trans-
plant Polly Trottenberg that 
Atlantic is at the top of her 
list, activist organizations 

including Transportation 
Alternatives called for such 
measures as a protected bike 
path and a dedicated-lane 
bus route along the unruly 
roadway.

One resident cited the 
intersection at Flatbush 
Avenue, where Atlantic 
widens heading away from 
the water and where 71 
crashes occurred last year, 
as a prime candidate for a 
rejiggering.

“The wider street leads 
to faster traffi c and longer 
pedestrian crosses, which 
can be frightening, espe-
cially for older residents 
and those with children,” 
said Gib Veconi, a mem-
ber of the Prospect Heights 
Neighborhood Development 
Council. “There’s tremen-

dous room for improvement 
there.”

A few blocks beyond 
the arena, a motorist be-
hind the wheel of a pickup 
truck jumped the curb at 
Atlantic and Clinton Street 
and killed Martha Atwa-
ter, a 48-year-old Brooklyn 
Heights resident  in 2013 . 
The Brooklyn Heights As-
sociation issued an award 
in her name at its annual 
meeting  in February .

The most collision-prone 
intersection of all on the 
chaotic car-track is four 
miles beyond the bright 
lights of the Barclays Cen-
ter at the eight-lane-on-fi ve-
lane crossing at Pennsyl-
vania Avenue in Cypress 
Hills, which logged a whop-
ping 115 crashes in 2013 and 
109 in 2012, resulting in 62 
injuries.

Continued from page 1 

Atlantic

Service riders need longer 
loading lanes and more 
room to turn, so the city 
eliminated many parking 
spots along the Nostrand 
Avenue route. 

“We must have lost two 
dozen spots, and we didn’t 
have many spots to begin 
with” said CB15 chair-
woman Theresa Scavo.

The board sent a letter 
to the Authority on March 
19 requesting a ridership 
study, Scavo said.

The buses appear mostly 
empty along the south-

ern portion of their route, 
which extends from Sheep-
shead Bay to Williamsburg, 
according to Harary, and 
he said the city needs to do 
a study to make certain the 
long buses are the best way 
to serve Brooklynites.

Scavo said she’s also 
skeptical that the articu-
lated buses are necessary.

“You might need those 
buses on Second Avenue, but 
on Nostrand?” Scavo said.

This is not the fi rst time 
the board or the community 
at large has pushed back 
against the new B44 Select 
Bus Service.

 CB15 blasted the pro-

posal in its early stages  
because the plan would 
eliminate parking in the 
space-strapped district.

The community recently 
scored a victory when the 
 Metropolitan Transit Au-
thority added two Select 
Bus Service stops  that resi-
dents were clamoring for.

Harary said the board 
hasn’t heard back from the au-
thority, but he expects a fi ght 
over the articulated buses.

“This will be a tough 
one, because they’re in love 
with them,” he said.

The Metropolitan Tran-
sit Authority did not return 
calls for comment.

Continued from page 1 

Buses

To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88
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ROCKY ROAD: This map shows the number of accidents at each intersection of Atlantic Avenue in the years 2012 and 2013. 

for 14 years. Korf, who 
was previously top hon-
cho at Brookdale Hospi-
tal and Medical Center 
in Brownsville, will re-

place Pradeep Chandra, 
who took over as chief 
executive officer in Janu-
ary after his predecessor 
Patrick Sullivan diverted 
ambulances and  report-
edly  shut himself in his 
office and refused to leave 
until cops arrived.

The hospital has been 
broke and its future has 
been touch and go  for al-
most a year .

For the past few months, 
the hospital has survived 
on more than $15 million 
that it had to  go to court   to 
collect from the state .

Interfaith
Continued from page 10

Since 1985

S T E A K H O U S E

GREAT STEAKS
GREAT VALUE
Open 7 days for Lunch, Dinner, 

& Private Parties

9519 Third Avenue, Bay Ridge
(Between 95th & 96th Streets)

718-745-3700
www.EmbersBayRidge.com

 Courier Life Classifieds call (718) 260—2555
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BY MAX JAEGER
Build it back already!
The city’s “Build it 

Back” superstorm Sandy 
recovery program has 
many Brooklynites living 
in shells of the cherished 
homes they’ve had for 30 
years or more, residents 
complained at a Council 
hearing on the program on 
Monday.

“These people have 
nowhere to go” said Da-
vid Wynn, president of 
the Seagate Association, 
whose homeowners on 
the western end of Coney 
Island were particularly 
hard hit. “They’re living 
in hovels.”

Nearly all of the storm 
victims who testifi ed com-
plained about the program’s 
snail-like pace — just three 
households in the city 
shared $100,000 in stipends 
for single-family home re-
pairs since June of 2013 — 
and residents focused their 
ire on newly minted Offi ce 
of Housing and Recovery 
Operations director Amy 
Peterson, who admitted 
that the program has been 
seriously fl awed.

Build It Back launched 
without a customer ser-
vice team, she said, and it 
didn’t even have enough 
staff to properly serve cus-
tomers until late October, 
2013.

Since then, its workforce 
has grown to 70 employees 
and 200 contracted work-
ers, and Mayor Bill DeBla-
sio announced on March 29 
that he will assign an ad-
ditional 35 workers to the 
program.

But that’s come too 
late for residents who say 

they’ve squandered pre-
cious dollars on repairs 
that weren’t compliant with 
the new program.

“All the money I got from 
the insurance company is 
wasted,” said Rocco Bres-
cia, who learned he had to 
elevate his home in Coney 
Island after he sunk thou-
sands of dollars into fi rst-
fl oor repairs.

Peterson, who promised 
that checks for residents 
totaling $800,000 were al-
ready disbursed or in the 
mail, said that there was a 
method to all the bureau-
cratic madness. 

The program was de-
signed to not repeat the 
sins of past disaster relief 
programs, which were rife 
with contractor fraud and 
shoddy construction.

“The intent was for cli-
ents of the program to feel 
assured that construction 
would be done correctly, to 

the resilient building stan-
dards, and that they would 
bear no risk that funds 
would be reclaimed or ex-
torted,” she said.

To that end, she said, 
the process includes mul-
tiple steps, including hav-
ing those affected meet with 
multiple contractors and 

specialists. But handing ap-
plicants off through differ-
ent technocrats breaks down 
accountability, she said.

Homeowners said this 

aspect was particularly 
frustrating, because it was 
clear that important infor-
mation was being lost in the 
shuffl e.

Slow relief
The federally funded 

program is finally start-
ing to pay out, but the go-
ing is slow, and the money 
available can’t help every-
one.

More than 600 of Build 
It Back’s 20,000 applicants 
citywide have accepted 
deals and are in the early 
stages of planning their re-
pairs or rebuilds.

Program benefi ciaries 
have accepted about $40 
million — though the city 
has not yet issued most of 
the checks — and the city 
has offered an additional 
$312 million for rebuild-
ing plans that homeowners 
have not yet committed to, 
Peterson said.

BUILD IT BACK BLUES: (Left) 
Coney Islanders Rocco Brescia, 
Pamela Harris, and David Wynn 
said the program is too slow 
and fraught with clerical er-
rors. (Above) Councilman Mark 
Treyger blasted the program’s 
disorganization and slow roll-
out. Photos by Stefano Giovannini

IT’S A WASTELAND
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Homeowners: City’s ‘Build it Back’ Sandy relief program is where money goes to die

During a city council hearing about the Build It Back program on March 31, city staffers answered for the 
federally funded, city-run disaster relief program’s slow response and poor outreach. At the same time, staffers 
offered some insight into the numbers the controversial program has served thus far. According to a Housing 
and Urban Development analysis of Federal Emergency Management Administration data, the unprecedented 
storm damaged 62,230 households in New York City. As of March 26, 2014, the Build It Back program has 
achieved the following results:

Build It Back by the numbers

Multi-Family Program
• 978 applicants registered
• 278 withdrew or were unresponsive
• 554 completed applications
• 383 underwent damage inspections
• 60 started environmental review
• 4 selected contractors 
• 3 started work, awaiting payment

Single-Family Program
• 19,985 applicants registered
• 5,176 withdrew or were unresponsive
• 13,888 had initial meetings
• 9,464 underwent damage inspections
• 3,182 had option meetings
• 634 selected an option
• 152 began design
• 6 began repairs — Max Jaeger
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Jenny Laurie works in 
the hall as assistant direc-
tor of Housing Court An-
swers, an organization that 
provides people with free 
legal help in housing court 
cases.

Her group keeps an in-
formation table for waiting 
litigants and says lawyers 
practicing in these condi-
tions is bad news.

“There’s no privacy. No 
time to think, or to look 
over your papers,” Laurie 
said. “It’s a madhouse.”

Activists’ other gripe 
is that the city rents the 
structure from David Bis-
tricer, who bought it back 
in 2002. Bistricer owns a 
ton of real estate around 
Brooklyn and in Manhat-
tan and made then-Public-
Advocate Bill DeBlasio’s 
blacklist in 2010 because 
of the 6,475 building viola-
tions at Flatbush Gardens, 
a sprawling 59-building 
housing complex in East 
Flatbush. Back then, De-
Blasio penned letters to 
Mayor Bloomberg and the 
Department of Citywide 
Administrative Service, 
the agency in charge of 
leases for city-used prop-

erty, urging them to not 
renew the lease for hous-
ing court unless Bistricer 
cleaned up his act.

“I urge you to consider 
what steps the City, as 
a commercial tenant of a 
considerable size, might 
take to improve condi-
tions for residential ten-
ants of Flatbush Gardens. 
Steps might include any-
thing from rendering fu-
ture lease renewals con-
tingent upon significant 
demonstrated efforts to 
improve conditions to re-
fusing to renew leases,” 
he wrote.

In 2013 the city paid Bis-
tricer’s company, Berkshire 
Equities, $10.5 million for 
the Livingston Street space 
as well as other properties, 
according to the comptrol-
ler’s offi ce.

His Flatbush buildings 
still have 1,273 open vio-
lations, according to data 
from the city’s housing de-
partment that was updated 
March 1. 

The situation makes 
Brooklyn tenants feel even 
worse about their legal 
woes, Biggs said.

“It’s just an added rea-
son why you can’t feel like 
you go down there and get a 
fair shot,” she said.

Bistricer and his son do-
nated a total of $7,450 to De-

Blasio’s 2013 mayoral cam-
paign and the newly elected 
Hizzoner has not criticized 
the fat cat since.

A mayoral spokes-
woman refused to comment 
on the city’s rental arrange-
ment with her boss’ former 
target.

With the current lease 
coming due in the next 
couple of months, the 
Department of Citywide 
Administrative services 
says it is looking at new 
places to put the courts 
while also haggling with 
Bistricer.

“We are looking for al-
ternative locations, while 
negotiating details of a 
lease renewal that will 
ensure needed upgrades 
to the Kings County Civil 
Court space at 141 Livings-
ton St. in  Brooklyn,” said 
Jerome White, a spokes-
man for the agency.

Advocates admit fi nd-
ing a new space is no easy 
task.

“It needs to be centrally 
located, needs to be a big 
space and a secure space,” 
said Laurie. “And that’s not 
easy to fi nd in Downtown 
Brooklyn.”

The tight timetable 
means a lease with an es-
cape option might have 
to be brokered if the city 
wants to move.

Housing
Continued from page 9

BY NICHELLE HENRY
Hunter College stu-

dents and other local vol-
unteers fi nished out Red 
Cross Month with a rebuild-
ing project in Canarsie on 
March 29.

The Red Cross orga-
nized the volunteer day 
with six partner organiza-
tions, including Rebuilding 
Together NYC, to rebuild 
homes damaged by super-
storm Sandy. 

The volunteers worked 
on an apartment that 
was ruined by the storm 
surge from Jamaica Bay 
— hanging insulation, 
painting, taping and redo-
ing f looring. It was hard 
work, but satisfying, ac-
cording to the volunteers.

“I try to do this type of 
work as much as I can,” said 
Farwa Ilyas, a student vol-
unteer from Hunter College 
who lives in Midwood.

She said it was her way 
to repay her good fortune 

after being spared the chaos 
Sandy visited upon so many 
people she knows.

“I wasn’t affected much 
by the storm but my friends 
were affected and other 

people that I know” said 
Ilyas “This was a very grat-
ifying experience and I’m 
giving back to the commu-
nity where I spent my whole 
life.”

Still rebuilding after Sandy 

HELPING HAND: Farwa Ilyas of Midwood, a Red Cross volunteer, 
helps rebuild a Canarsie apartment that had been ruined by Sandy. 
on March 29.  Photo by Elizabeth Graham
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MERCHANTS — TO SIGN UP CONTACT JENNIFER STERN (718) 269-8302
jstern@cnglocal.com

BURGER ON SMITH $10 off a $20 bill
209 Smith St., Cobble Hill

ELIONNE (DESIGNER CLOTHING) 30% off
377 Metropolitan Avenue, Williamsburg

JUNIPER (AMERICAN CUISINE) 30% off
112 Berry St. at N. 7, Williamsburg

KHAO SAM (THAI) Free Appetizer w/ Entree
311 Bedford Avenue, Williamsburg

EAT (ORGANIC CUISINE) $10 off a $30 bill
124 Meserole Ave., Greenpoint

WYNE A BIT (WINE BAR) 2 for 1 Wine
200 Franklin St. Greenpoint

BLACK RABBIT $6 off a $20 Bill
91 Greenpoint Ave. Greenpoint

FLIPS BROOKLYN (ANTIQUES) 30% off
164 Havemeyer St. Williamsburg

BEEHIVE SALON $25 off a $75 bill
115 N. 7th Street, Williamsburg

HONEY SPA $6 off a $29 bill
592 Manhattan
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With Leloca, enjoy deals like these:

Once upon a time, there was an empty table
in a fabulous, trendy restaurant.

This table was only a few blocks away. The chef decided
he’d like to have someone sitting at that lonely table.

The Leloca app puts restaurants together with people 
like you, providing instant, delicious deals nearby.

Scan the QR codes to download the Leloca app for free.

SCAN TO DOWNLOAD 
LELOCA FOR FREE

THAT’S WHERE LELOCA CAME IN


