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BY SARAH IANNONE
A battle of words is cook-

ing in Brooklyn.
On April 26, the annual 

Food Book Fair will turn a 
book reading into a heated 
competition with its fi rst 
“Food Book Slam” — in 
which 10 cookbook authors 
will try to win over a live 
audience with the best on-

stage readings of their own 
comestible-centric publica-
tions. 

“It’s a legitimate compe-
tition, but it’s all in fun — 
hopefully,” said Kimberly 
Wetherell, who is co-orga-
nizing the event with David 
Gutowski, with whom she 
also runs the food-focused 
“Dish” reading series at 

Housing Works in Manhat-
tan.

Each of the culinary au-
thors will have fi ve minutes 
to read the most succulent 
part of their book — which 
can be a juicy recipe, a poi-
gnant story about a dish, or 
even just reciting the blurb, 
explained Wetherell. The 

BY MEGAN RIESZ
Park Slope cops have been 

ticketing and seizing unlicensed 
dollar vans since January, a move 
activists are calling a racially mo-
tivated blow against drivers try-
ing to make a living.

Prospect Heights’ 78th police 
precinct has cited nine un-creden-
tialed drivers and seized 14 per-
mit-less vans, which these days 
charge $2 for sometimes-wild 
rides along major thoroughfares 
such as Atlantic and Flatbush av-
enues, according to cops. A com-
munity organizer argues that the 
crackdown is a racist attack on 
black and Caribbean people who 
are just looking to make a buck.

“Most drivers are Caribbean 
or people of color,” said Imani 
Henry, an organizer with the com-
munity group Equality for Flat-
bush, which is campaigning to 
stop the anti-van initiative. “This 
is their income and people are try-
ing to feed their families.”

A longtime dollar-van rider 
echoed Henry’s concerns, saying 
that the city is trying to scrub 
Flatbush Avenue of its trademark 
conveyances to appease future 
residents of luxury developments 

BY MAX JAEGER
A criminal duo went on 

a larcenous rampage across 
Southern Brooklyn this 
week, according to cops.

Police are searching for 
two men believed respon-
sible for four bank robber-
ies reaching from Bergen 
Beach to Gravesend over 
the course of just two hours 

on April 14.
The pair started the 

spree at the Capital One 
Bank on Ralph Avenue and 
Avenue K, where one perp 
passed a note to a teller 
around 12:30 pm and made 
off with about $1,900, police 
said.

The two proceeded west 

Continued on page 12
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Cops crack 
down on 

dollar vans

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
A city contractor, appar-

ently short on time or signposts, 
screwed metal “No Parking” signs 
to trees along Meserole Street in 
Williamsburg, angering neigh-
bors and injuring the trees.

Empire Management and Con-
struction, which asked the city 
for a permit to do construction 
along the block between Graham 
and Manhattan avenues, bolted 
three of the transportation-
department-issued placards to 
three trees to clear the work area 
of vehicles, to the consternation 
of area plant-lovers who say a 
threat to the air-cleaning fl ora is 
a threat to them.

“Maybe we need a public ser-

vice announcement so that people 
understand how trees can be dam-
aged and the cost to replace trees,” 
said activist Teresa Toro. “This is 
not just about aesthetics. Damage 
to trees leads 
to sickness 
and death of 
the trees and 
that is a public 
health issue.”

A Depart-
ment of Trans-
portation rep said on Wednes-
day that the agency inspected 
the trees on Meserole after a 
reporter notified it of the situ-
ation and that it will ticket the 
builder. The rep declined to say 

Contractor bolts parking 
signs to Williamsburg trees

Victor Gelman of EMVI Chocolate with his daughter Mia and their giant 
Easter bunny. The Bensonhurst chocolatier is just one business that’s 
dishing up tasty treats for, well, today. Photo by Steve Solomonson

KNIVES OUT: Butcher and 
author Tom Mylan is ready 
to battle at the “Food Book 
Slam.”

ARBOR 
ABUSE

Foodies do battle at Book SlamBank heist blitz!

Continued on page 13

A family affair
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BY MAX JAEGER
This festival is growing 

like a weed!
The Big Green Theater 

Festival, an annual event 
where professional actors 
perform plays written by 
Bushwick fi fth-graders, is 
putting on a bigger-than-ever 
show this year, with more 
imaginative staging and the 
addition of live music, ac-
cording to the organizers.

“We did some exciting 
new things this year,” said 
director Jeremy Pickard. 
“There are some original 
songs in the production 
that the kids wrote.” 

The festival is part 
play-writing workshop, 
part environmental jus-
tice primer. Each year, the 
Bushwick Starr theater 
and theatrical group Su-
perhero Clubhouse partner 
with Bushwick’s PS 123 to 
stage student-written plays 
while teaching kids envi-
ronmentally conscious the-
ater practices, such as re-
cycling sets and costumes. 
The groups also bring ex-
pert speakers to school 
students on environmental 
conservation. 

This year’s production 
draws the audience into the 
action in new ways, imag-
ining onlookers as a tour 
group in a futuristic mu-
seum. Under the guise of 
historical re-enactors, the 

cast portrays the everyday 
lives of people on an Earth-
like planet just before its en-
vironmental collapse, Pick-
ard said — the audience is 
at once participating in the 
play and the subject of its 
satire.

In addition to getting 
meta with this year’s pro-
duction, the group also in-
troduced students to set- 
and costume-design, as 
well as songwriting, Pick-
ard said.

“There are some origi-
nal songs in the produc-

tion that the kids wrote,” 
he said.

And for the fi rst time, 
the theater is taking its 11 
student playwrights on fi eld 
trips — fi rst to Colombia 
University’s Lamont–Do-
herty Earth Observatory in 
Palisades, and then to the 
New York Harbor School on 
Governor’s Island.

The Big Green Theater 
was conceived as a way to 
give back to the neighbor-
hood in which the Bush-
wick Starr has operated for 

Big Green Theater Festival grows

THE LADDDER TO FAME: Actor Flako Jimenez hams it up while 
Katey Parker practices her puppet work, in preperation for this 
year’s Big Green Theater Festival. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Bushwick in bloom
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   or Stop In
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LOANS MADE EASY...
      ... AND THAT’S THE TRUTH!

BY MAX JAEGER
A Canarsie kid battling 

cancer got a big surprise 
when he came home to his 
room to fi nd that the Heat 
was on — his walls.

Students from State Uni-
versity of New York Down-
state’s Oncology Club redec-
orated the bedroom of an 
11-year-old cancer patient 
— and avid Miami Heat fan 
— transforming into a bas-
ketball-themed dream pad 
on April 6.

“Daryl was crazy about 
it,” said the boy’s father, Ri-

cardo Cantave.
Each year, the med-stu-

dent club  sends a young 
cancer patient’s family out 
for a day on the town to mu-
seums, movies, and restau-
rants — but the real sur-
prise is when the patients 
get home and fi nd that 
their bedrooms have been 
completely transformed.

This year, students 
turned Daryl Cantave’s 
bedroom into a Miami 
Heat-themed paradise with 
life-sized posters of players, 
fi gurines, and a basketball 

bean bag chair.
Organizers say the 

student-run project helps 
them get out of the library 
and connect with people.

“It’s easy to get lost in 
school work, and this is 
a great way to see the hu-
man side of things,” said 
club member Lance Ly-
ons.

This is the third year 
these med-school miracle-
workers have transformed 
a patient’s room. It’s the 
biggest event of the year for 

Med students redo patient’s bedroom

Prescription for smiles

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 9
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BY NATHAN TEMPEY
Sparks are going to fl y on 

the East River once again.
After  fi ve   years  of holding 

its annual July 4 fi reworks 
display on barges along the 
distant Hudson River, Macy’s 
is restoring the light show to 
its longtime home in Brook-
lyn’s front yard, Mayor De-
Blasio announced today.

“We’re grateful to Macy’s 
for lighting our skyline ev-
ery Fourth of July — and 
I’m thrilled that, after years 
of working with Macy’s and 
my colleagues to make this 
a reality, the fi reworks will 
return to the East River this 
year,” DeBlasio said, point-
ing out that New Jersey resi-
dents will no longer bask in 
the glow of the retail giant’s 
largesse. “Now even more 
New Yorkers will get to take 
part in this extraordinary 
celebration, against the back-
drop of the Brooklyn Bridge, 
the harbor, and our skyline.”

The succession of dark 
nights on the United States’ 
birthday saddened Brook-
lynites and borough pols, 
who called on the city and 
the Big Cotton vendor to re-
turn the razzle-dazzle to its 
rightful place on the East 
River.

This year’s spectacle will 
include fi reworks launched 
from the Brooklyn Bridge, 
according to Macy’s.

The pyrotechnic barges 
will be positioned along the 
river from below the Man-
hattan Bridge to alongside 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, or-
ganizers said.

The announcement was 
so momentous that it drew 
an appearance from former 

Borough President Marty 
Markowitz, who, newly em-
ployed as vice outer-bor-
ough tourism czar for the 
city, joined current Beep 
Eric Adams around the 
podium on the Brooklyn 

Heights Promenade.
As for New Jersey, the 

state across the harbor is 
going to have to find its 
own flashy, big-spending 
benefactor, state Sen. Dan-
iel Squadron (D–Brooklyn 

Heights) said.
“The big loser today 

is New Jersey,” Squadron 
said. “And I want to say to 
New Jersey, ‘we hope you 
have a wonderful July 4.’ ”
— with Matthew Perlman

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Bishop Ford High School, a 52-year-old Windsor 

Terrace Catholic academy, will close its doors at the 
end of the school year in June. 

The closure, announced on Monday, is due to declin-
ing enrollment and income, administrators said.

“There has not been a suffi cient revenue stream 
other than tuition, which alone cannot support the 
operation,” said principal Thomas Arria in a state-
ment. “Thus, it was determined that, despite Hercu-
lean efforts on the part of many people, the school 
was just not sustainable.”

Arria said that the rolls at Bishop Ford have 
shrunk from 1,347 to 499 in the past eight years, and 
that the school expected to have just 422 students next 
year. The principal promised to help place those pu-
pils at other parochial schools in the borough.

“We have asked that other Catholic high schools 
in the area give special consideration to Bishop Ford 
students who may be enrolling next school year,” said 
Arria. 

“We intend to meet with each family to ensure that 
students are placed in a school environment which 
will best meet their academic and personal needs.”

State Sen. Marty Golden (R–Bay Ridge) blamed 
the closure on the blocked passage of the Education 
Investment Tax Credit in the state Assembly, which 
would have dramatically increased the tax ben-
efi t from donations to fund scholarships at private 
schools.

“The sad truth today is the failure to pass the Edu-
cation Investment Tax Credit was the fi nal straw on 
this school. There is no doubt in my mind that the 
tax credit would have made a difference here,” said 
Golden. 

Ford was known for its athletics program, and 
served as the location for music videos by artists 
as diverse as Drake and R.E.M. The school also re-
cently made headlines after a video of break-dancing 
teacher Michael Satira went viral.

Famous alumni include Peter Nash, better known 
as “Prime Minister Pete Nice” of the early-1990s rap 
group 3rd Bass, which produced two gold albums, 
1989’s “The Cactus Album” and 1991’s “Derelicts of 
Dialect.”

Fireworks return to East River this Independence Day

SCHOOL’S OUT FOREVER: Bishop Ford High School served 
as a location for music videos by Drake and R.E.M and edu-
cated such luminaries as Prime Minister Pete Nice of the 
early-1990s rap group 3rd Bass. Photo by Jason Speakman

HAVE A BLAST: (Above) The 
old glow of American spirit is 
returning to Brooklyn’s door-
step this July 4, and should 
look a lot like it did back in 
2004, when this was taken. 
(Left) Mayor DeBlasio, for-
mer Borough President Marty 
Markowitz, and current beep 
Eric Adams assembled like the 
Avengers to announce the res-
toration of the Macy’s fi reworks 
to the Brooklyn waterfront.

Brooklyn booms!

Church in state! 
Bishop Ford HS 

is set to close

SPRUNG: Warm weather drew visitors in droves — and strollers — to peek at the peeping blossoms at the Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
on April 10. Photo by Paul Martinka
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
A book-mobile, a playground 

overhaul, and a dirty-bathroom 
clean-up are top priority city proj-
ects, according to residents of 
neighborhoods from Gowanus to 
Greenpoint who put their heads 
together to decide how $1 million 
of public money should be spent.

More than 2,000 voters turned 
out from March 30 to April 6 for 
the so-called “participatory bud-
geting” process to choose pet proj-
ects for the 33rd Council district, 
which encompasses Brooklyn 
Heights, Greenpoint, and parts 
of Williamsburg, Park Slope, and 
Boerum Hill. Fixing the dilapi-
dated playground in Greenpoint’s 
McGolrick Park got the support of 
neighbors to the tune of $450,000 
— and to the delight of area activ-
ists.

“The playground has been de-
bilitated in recent years and kids 
are getting injured,” said Mike 
Schade, a member of the McGol-
rick Park Neighborhood Alliance. 
“We are so grateful that we will be 
able to fi x it up.”

The playground’s wooden 

planks are splintery, the paint is 
chipping, and the benches are in 
rough shape, a park regular said.

Affordable housing group Saint 
Nick’s Alliances scored $198,000 
for its  Booklyn Shuttle , which 
will drive around Williamsburg, 
Bushwick, and Greenpoint offer-
ing free books to poor kids. The 

group needs an additional $127,000 
to get the buggy on the road, but 
the fi rst windfall is much appreci-
ated, a group rep said.

“We’re incredibly grateful that 
North Brooklyn residents recog-
nized the importance of fostering 
literacy in our community,” said 
Greg Hanlon, spokesman for the 
advocacy group.

Other winners included a 
handful of playgrounds in public 
housing developments, the Gow-
anus Houses’ community center, 
and the bathrooms at PS 261 in 
Boerum Hill, where many toi-
lets currently do not fl ush, many 
stalls will not lock, and there are 
no soap and towel dispensers, ac-
cording to the  New York Post .

The schoolhouse’s royal fl ush 
harkens back to the 2013 citizen 
pick of Carroll Gradens’ PS 51, 
where nasty lavatories got a high-
tech upgrade in the neighboring 
39th District. 

The million-dollar chunk may 
sound like a lot of cash to let the 
citizenry throw around, but the 
city is planning to spend a total of 
$55.2 billion in 2015.

Books, swings, and bathroom things top list

PARK REPLACE: (Above) Neighbors say the old and decrepit matting below the 
McGolrick playground has injured children. (Left) The funding the park scored 
will go in part toward repainting playground equipment, including this fountain. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

People’s picks announced

PAINT THE PARK RED: The funding 
McGolrick Park will get from the par-
ticipatory budget will go partially to-
ward repainting the amenities, includ-
ing this water fountain. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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Asthma: 

A disorder affecting the airways of 
the lungs. People with asthma 
have Allergic airways that cause 
Wheezing and cough in response 
to certain “triggers”, leading to 
difficulty in breathing. The air-
way narrowing is caused by 
inflammation and swelling of 
the airway lining, the tight-
ening of the airway muscles, 
and the production of excess 
mucus. This results in a 
reduced airflow in and out of 
the lungs.  You may be waking 
up at night coughing or wheez-
ing after exertion.  Why suffer; 
today’s treatments may permit you 
to breath and live much better.

Allergies: 
An allergy is an overreaction of your 

body’s immune system to substances 
that usually cause no reaction in 

most individuals. Reactions can 
be hives, congestion, sneezing, 
coughing, sore throat, headache, 
and itchy runny eyes and nose. 
Allergy symptoms are triggered 
by pollen, molds, dust mites, 
cockroach and animal dander. 

For people allergic to these 
common substances, symptoms 

can be quite bothersome. And 
treatment can result in dramatic 

improvement.

The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology
GADI AVSHALOMOV, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Allergy and Immunology

Do allergy symptoms keep you 
from doing what you want to do?

Do You Suffer From

Specializing In Identification & Treatment Of
Hay Fever & Seasonal Allergies  Pet & Food Allergies
Sinus Conditions & Asthma  Environmental Allergies

Mold Spores & Dust Mites

718-444-8014

Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY MAX JAEGER
She was on a roll, but was 

any one listening?
A Bay Ridge woman 

made a moving case from her 
wheelchair at a recent traf-
fi c safety town hall that the 
city needs to fi x faulty and 
missing pedestrian ramps at 
intersections, but despite as-
surances from the transpor-
tation commissioner that 
the city wanted to work with 
her to solve the problem, she 
says no one from the depart-
ment has yet followed up.

“I haven’t heard from 
them, but what’s new?” said 
Jean Ryan, a disability advo-
cate who uses a wheelchair.

During a Vision Zero 
Town Hall meeting at Bor-
ough Hall April 2, Ryan 
testifi ed that faulty side-
walk ramps — sometimes 
called “curb cuts” — in her 
neighborhood are so steeply 
graded that they have caused 
her chair to tip backwards — 
one time into the path of an 
oncoming sanitation truck.

“I was totally on my back 
like a turtle,” she said.

After Ryan’s testimony, 
Department of Transporta-
tion Commissioner Polly 
Trottenburg said the depart-
ment wanted Ryan’s input to 
help correct the problem.

“In terms the curb cuts, 
I think that what you’re say-
ing is very powerful,” Trot-
tenburg said. “If there are 
parts of the city where you 

are falling down, we want to 
sit down and talk with you 
to fi gure out where those 
places are.”

But Ryan said she hasn’t 
heard anything from Trot-
tenburg or the agency since 
then. 

A spokeswoman for the 
department said that it is 
still working through the 
feedback received at the 

town hall and intends to con-
tact everyone who requested 
follow-up.

“The agency will be 
reaching out to Ms. Ryan 
shortly,” the spokeswoman 
said.

Ryan said she has to 
avoid sidewalks that have 
faulty ramps, and after fall-
ing over, getting stuck, and 

Ridge woman says faulty sidewalk ramps 
are a common danger to the disabled

CURB YOUR ENTHUSIASM: (Above) Bay Ridge resident Jean Ryan 
says that faulty curb cuts like this one at Geltson Avenue and 88th 
Street are so steep they topple her wheelchair backwards. 

Curb appeal

Continued on page 8
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BY MEGAN RIESZ
Any reporter worth her 

keyboard is willing to make 
a fool out of herself for a 
story.

So when I heard that the 
Barclays Center was hold-
ing public auditions for the 
chance to belt out the na-
tional anthem at a Nets play-
off game, there was no way 
I could pass up the oppor-
tunity to throw my singing 
voice, such as it is, into the 
running.

I am by no means a singer 
or musician. The last time I 
really let my pipes soar was 
in a middle-school choir per-
formance of “Colors of the 
Wind” and my cello-playing 
days are as distant a mem-
ory as my calluses.

But pride be damned. On 
Monday morning, I started 
to prepare for my afternoon 
tryout as any good Ameri-
can would — by printing 
out the lyrics to “The Star-
Spangled Banner.” I know 
the words, more or less, but 
at sporting events I am usu-
ally scouring the aisles for 
a beer when our republic’s 
signature ditty is being sung 
and I fi gured I could stand to 
brush up.

I then scoured my closet 
for some patriotic garb and 
came up with a black leather 
jacket, because to me, there 
is nothing more American 
than shopping at Marshall’s.

Outside the Barclays 
Center, I found a long line 
of would-be Celine Dions 
waiting for their shot at the 
big time. I was certain that 
at least one or two of them 
would be even more abys-
mal vocalists than I, but af-
ter a few eagerly burst out 
in song for gathered televi-
sion reporters, I realized 
this was less talent show and 
more “American Idol.” Cue 

clammy hands and those 
familiar middle-school but-
terfl ies.

I was grouped in with 
fi ve other eager beavers — 
including a violinist, a tap 
dancer who was wheeling 
around a wooden hand-

drum, and a young girl who, 
in an ominous turn, burst 
into tears and backed out 
at the last minute. We were 
led to a practice court in-
side the massive arena and 
instructed to sit in a line of 
plush chairs that offered a 

front-and-center view of our 
competition.

And it was as fi erce as I 
had feared. From my seat, I 
watched a steady procession 
of Brooklynites hit notes 
that made me hang my head 
in shame. The table of judges 

was less impressed, cutting 
off top operatic talents mid-
”banners yet wave” or, if 
they were lucky, “home of 
the brave,” each judge hold-
ing up one hand to mark the 
moment of her or his disap-
proval.

Before I knew what was 
happening, it was my turn to 
show them what I had to of-
fer, which was nothing more 
than a box of mints and some 
gossip about Long Island 
College Hospital. I stepped 
up to the mic stand, lyrics in 
hand, and only made it as far 
as “broad stripes” when the 
judges began waving for me 
to halt my screeching. They 
used both hands and pulled 
no punches when it came 
to assessing my chances at 
stage stardom.

“Try an easier song next 
time — maybe ‘Mary Had a 
Little Lamb?’ ” said judge Pe-
tra Pope, marketing head for 
the Nets.

That smarted.
“Is this your fi rst audi-

tion?” another judge asked.
Well, duh.
I hurried off the court 

with all the composure of an 
antelope that is about to be 
mauled.

But not all the reviews 
were so harsh. The tap 
dancer in my group, who 
turned out to be a producer 
of the annual Fort Greene 
Jazz Festival, said I could 
actually be an in-demand 
entertainer — with some 
practice.

“With some voice lessons, 
you could be smokin,’ ” com-
poser Eric Frazier said.

So although I probably 
will not be belting out the 
opening number at a Nets 
game anytime soon, I might 
one day improve enough to 
make it through at least to 
“gallantly streaming.”

Reporter’s bid to sing national anthem at Barclays ends embarrassingly

GIVING THEIR ALL:  (Left) Mill 
Basin resident Sandy Lucas, 
near left, and Gabrielle Cal-
ixte of Flatbush, right, wait for 
their chance to audition to sing 
the national anthem at a Nets 
game. (Above) Our own intrepid 
reporter Megan Riesz was ex-
cited ahead of her audition. At 
the microphone, she gave it her 
all, until the judges demanded 
that she stop just a few sec-
onds later.

AN AMERICAN IDLED! 
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WORKOUT: A map of the 
fi tness route planned to 
criss-cross around Dumbo, 
with stops in some of the 
borough’s worst parks. 
 Dumbo Improvement District

Fix for 
parks

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Brooklyn’s worst parks 

ever could be getting a 
temporary makeover.

The Dumbo Improve-
ment District is looking 
for designers to help 
transform Bridge Park 
1, Bridge Park 2, and 
Bridge Park 3, barren 
concrete parks at the 
base of the Brooklyn-
Queens Expressway, 
into a workout loop.

“These are very un-
der-utilized areas,” said 
Alexandria Sica, execu-
tive director of the pro-
business group. “We’re 
hoping to breathe some 
life into them.”

The organization 
wants to take eight small 
parks in the area, includ-
ing the Bridge Parks, 
which are a far cry from 
the nearby luxury of 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
and turn them into a 
mile-long fi tness track. 
Designers can incorpo-
rate signs, paint, custom 
workout equipment, and 
other elements — as long 
as they get people mov-
ing, Sica said.

The Bridge Parks, 
which we  profi led in Sep-
tember , live up to their 

Continued on page 9
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
The artist is not present.
Ai Weiwei has a new 

exhibition at the Brooklyn 
Museum opening on April 
18, but the persecuted Chi-
nese artist will not be com-
ing to present his work, be-
cause he is stuck in Beijing 
without a passport.

Instead, the show’s cura-
tor visited Ai in China last 
year, and has been working 
closely with him through 
phone and email, and four 
installers sent by Ai to help 
set the works up to his spec-
ifi cations.

“It’s a wonder what you 
can do with email,” said 
Sharon Matt Atkins, man-
aging curator at the Brook-
lyn Museum.

The exhibition, called 
“Ai Weiwei: According to 
What?,” features new and old 
work from the activist and 
artist, including large scale 
installations, smaller sculp-

tures, and photographs.
Many of the new works 

represent a direct response 
to Ai’s 81-day imprisonment 
in a Chinese jail in 2011, an 
incident that galvanized his 
place as a symbol for free-
dom of expression around 
the world, said Atkins. 

“The intersection of his 
art and his activism really 

infl uence a lot of people,” 
she said. “He’s had a signifi -
cant impact on people’s un-
derstanding of the political 
situation in China.”

The artist’s criticism of 
the Chinese government, 
especially in the wake of a 
2008 earthquake in Sich-
uan, earned him intense 
scrutiny from authorities 
in his country, which cul-
minated in an arrest for tax 
evasion, detention, fi nes, 
and the stripping of his 
travel papers.

Ai called Williamsburg 
home for a brief time in the 
1980s. In a show of solidar-
ity in his one-time home, 
freedom of speech advo-
cates rallied in front of Cen-
tral Library on Thursday 
April 10, and marched to 
the steps of the Brooklyn 
Museum, where a video 
message from Ai was pro-
jected against the wall.

“As an artist, I think 

free expression is a very es-
sential foundation for any 
type of activity,” he said in 
the video.

One of the more impres-
sive pieces in the show is 
“S.A.C.R.E.D.,” which in-
cludes six iron boxes that 
contain fi berglass dioramas 
of scenes from his detention 
and interrogation.

“It’s a very personal ex-
perience,” said Atkins. “It 
takes you inside the cell 
where he was detained.”

“Ai Weiwei: According 
to What?” has been tour-
ing museums around the 
world, and Brooklyn will 
be its fi nal stop. A very 
Brooklyn-esque installa-
tion was also created for 
the show — a sculpture 
made from about 700 bicy-
cles. But like most of Ai’s 
work, the meaning goes 
back to his Chinese roots, 
where bicycles are a major 
part of everyday life. 

The show also includes 
some of Ai’s smaller works, 
including his furniture-like 
sculptures and re-purposed 
ancient Chinese vases. 

Atkins said Ai is exactly 
the type of artist the Brooklyn 
Museum loves to showcase.

“We’re trying to high-
light artists that have had 
signifi cant impacts on the 
art of our time,” she said. 

“And Ai Weiwei is one of 
the most important contem-
porary artists.”

“Ai Weiwei: According 
to What?” at the Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Parkway between Washing-
ton and Flatbush avenues 
in Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000, www.brooklyn-
museum.org]. April 18–Au-
gust 10. $15

DETAINED: One of the scenes depicted in Ai Weiwei’s “S.A.C.R.E.D” 
piece, which includes six fi berglass dioramas of his time in a Chi-
nese jail in 2011. Ai Weiwei Studio

FREE SPEECH!: A video mes-
sage from Ai Weiwei was pro-
jected on the Brooklyn Museum 
during a rally to call for more 
freedom of expression in China.
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Ai Wei-where?

Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

Chinese artist’s work coming to Brooklyn — but he is not
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the Oncology Club, Ly-
ons said.

The group sets up a 
gift registry at a depart-
ment store and spends all 
year fund-raising for the 
project with events like 
“pie a professor.”

“That one always has 
a good turnout,” Lyons 
said.

About 45 people con-
tributed to the work on 
Saturday, which took 
about 12 hours, and it 
was all worth every drop 
of sweat, Lyons said.

“It’s a feel-good kind 
of thing, and everybody 
in the school really ral-
lies behind it,” he said.

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
A border dispute is brew-

ing over which community 
board should have the priv-
ilege of holding the Atlantic 
Yards mega-development 
within its boundaries.

The panel overseeing 
Downtown and Fort Greene 
made the fi rst offensive when 
it voted 22–7–2 on Wednesday 
night to rejigger the district 
boundaries so that all of the 
mega-development is within 
its grip, which would end the 
project’s years as the famous 
Three Corners of Brooklyn, 
where it is possible to stand 
in community boards 2, 6, 
and 8 at once. In pitching 
the idea, which would sim-
plify who picks up the trash 
and sweeps the streets at the 
planned 16-tower town cen-
tered around Flatbush and 
Atlantic avenues, leadership 
from Fort Greene’s Commu-
nity Board 2 insisted that 
the move was to make gov-
ernment more effi cient, not 
to bogart the right to have a 
say over the project.

“This is not a land grab,” 
said board 2 chairwoman 
Shirley McRae, who voted 
against the measure. “I 
don’t want this to be misin-
terpreted.”

The three boards’ 
boundaries converge on 

Sixth Avenue and Pacifi c 
Street, behind the Barclays 
Center. The arena itself is 
split between community 
boards 2 and 6 and a por-
tion of the planned residen-
tial development, which 
 a Chinese-government-
owned developer plans to 
fi nance , falls within Pros-
pect Heights’ board 8, a 
member of which says it is 
the rightful arbiter of the 
compound.

“Future residents of At-

lantic Yards are going to 
consider themselves resi-
dents of Prospect Heights,” 
said Gib Veconi, a member 
of Community Board 8’s 
housing committee. “You 
need to respect neighbor-
hood boundaries.”

Aside from their advi-
sory duties on land use is-
sues, the appointed com-
munity boards are also 
the conduit for residents 
to communicate with city 
agencies about services 

such as trash-pickup, street-
sweeping, and policing. The 
three boards all weighed in 
during the early phases of 
the project, and they all get 
preferential treatment when 
it comes to job training pro-
grams and affordable hous-
ing tied to the plan.

The process surround-
ing the city approval of the 
hot-button complex, which 
Forest City once promised 
to have completed by 2016, 
but which now has no public 

deadline, familiarized the 
boards with each other, one 
bureaucratic stalwart said.

“We share interests be-
cause we share borders,” 
said Craig Hammerman, 
district manager for Com-
munity Board 6. “Atlantic 
Yards has brought us to-
gether.”

But now that the three 
boards have gotten a taste 
of the complex, none is ea-
ger to part with it. The 
community boards used to 
share boundaries with the 
local police precincts, as is 
common citywide, but the 
police department changed 
precinct lines in 2012 ahead 
of  the Barclays Center’s 
grand opening , giving Pros-
pect Heights’ 78th Precinct 
full responsibility for the 
arena. Community Board 
2 is against following suit 
because to do so would be to 
lose its sway over the devel-
opment, McRae said.

“The board members feel 
very passionately about the 
promises that were made 
with Atlantic Yards,” said 
McRae after the meeting. 
“They want to ensure those 
promises are kept.”

Robert Perris, the pan-
el’s one full-time employee, 
tasked with administrating 
the sometimes-unwieldy 

volunteer body, says he 
does not care which group 
ends up in charge, so long 
as it is just one.

“It’s inefficient for 
three different district 
managers to be manag-
ing one development 
site,” said Robert Perris, 
board 2’s district man-
ager, explaining that as 
the 32-story B2 tower rises 
and an additional 15 loom 
in theory, the problem can 
only worsen. “With each 
successive building it be-
comes more of an issue.”

The city charter pro-
vides an opportunity to 
redraw the lines every 10 
years and the latest window 
is rapidly closing.

Mayor DeBlasio would 
have to submit a proposal 
for changes to the districts 
by May 1 and Perris and 
Hammerman both said the 
city is unlikely to make any 
changes unless all three 
boards agree.

Board 2 is the only one 
to take an offi cial stance so 
far.

McRae stressed that de-
spite her board’s bold an-
nexation bid, it is open to 
working with its neighbors.

“What needs to happen, 
is for all three boards to 
come together,” she said.

Trio of community boards vie to annex shared Atlantic Yards land

THREE POINTS: The boundaries of community boards 2, 6, and 8 meet smack in the middle of the 
planned Atlantic Yards mega-development. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Rumble at Three Points

struggling with rampless 
curbs, she sometimes reluc-
tantly has to travel in the 
road rather than on the side-
walk.

“I’m not a daredevil — 
I don’t like to ride in the 
street, but sometimes I have 
to,” Ryan said.

The city is required to 
install curb cuts on any 

sidewalk that is missing 
them when there is a recon-
struction project at the in-
tersection, according to the 
transportation department 
spokeswoman, and the city 
may also add the ramps as 
part of upcoming Zero-re-
lated traffi c afety projects.

The spokeswoman added 
that about 96 percent of 
Brooklyn’s sidewalks al-
ready have the ramps.

But that doesn’t mean 

they are all in good shape, 
Ryan said. She identifi ed 
several intersections along 
Gelston Avenue and Fort 
Hamilton Parkway that are 
impassable because of poor 
curb cuts. 

For now, Ryan is stuck 
making concessions — like 
taking roundabout ways to 
the post offi ce and avoiding a 
favorite fruit stand because 
the trip there is too treach-
erous.

Curb
Continued from page 5

Bedroom
Continued from page 2

THE HEAT IS ON: Daryl Cantave and his father, Ricardo, are 
pumped about Daryl’s new, Miami Heat-themed bedroom. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

if there is a fine associated 
with the citation.

The city issues more 
than 100 sidewalk and 

roadway construction per-
mits to utility companies, 
contractors, government 
agencies, and homeown-
ers annually. The permits 
come with the “No Park-
ing” signs, which, accord-
ing to city rules, must be 

attached to posts or guard-
rails. 

The city was not imme-
diately sure what Empire 
Management and Con-
struction’s permit was for. 
The company could not be 
reached for comment.

Signs
Continued from page 1
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Soviet-sounding names, 
tucked as they are into the 
shadows of the Brooklyn 
and Manhattan bridges and 
the elevated expressway 
and consisting of little more 
than cracked pavement, a 
rusty playground, and a sol-
itary basketball hoop. A few 
well-placed touches could 
turn the area from a dump 
into the perfect place to get 
your heart pumping, a de-
sign fi rm honcho said.

“It’s an urban environ-
ment. It’s pretty nasty. It’s 
tough. It’s noisy,” said La-
etitia Wolff, program di-
rector with the American 
Institute for Graphic Arts, 
which is helping with the 
project. “Graphic design 
could really help enhance 
its sense of place.”

The planned workout 
course is supposed to re-
main in place for a year 
after it gets installed this 
fall. The city’s Department 
of Small Business Services 
is footing the bill, which is 

expected to come to $40,000. 
Robert Moses spearheaded 
construction of the portion 
of the Brooklyn-Queens 
Expressway that today 
separates Downtown from 
Dumbo in the 1950s and 
1960s. The planned route for 
the elevated highway was 
adjusted to avoid cutting di-
rectly through Downtown 
and Brooklyn Heights. The 
Bridge Parks were made 
out of leftover space at the 
foot of the overpass and a 
visit makes it clear that 
they were afterthoughts.

“The shapes are dictated 
by the way the streets are 
sliced,” Sica said.

Sica hopes sprucing up 
the desolate expanses will 
encourage people to move be-
tween Brooklyn Heights and 
Dumbo more. The planned 
gym-rat route starts at the 
Cadman Plaza running loop, 
winds past  Clumber Corner  
and through  Bar and Grill 
Park , similarly uninvit-
ing slivers of grass, parts 
of them sloping up to meet 
the freeway, and fi nishes by 
traveling through the three 
Bridge Parks.

 

Fri., April 25, 2014 at 7:00 PM

( le )  po isson rouge                                     
158 Bleecker Street ,  N.Y.C.

(212) 505-FISHInfo@lprnyc.com.                                       
158 Bleecker Street

www.WickedMonk.com    |         WickedMonk
9510 - 3rd Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11209    |    347-497-5152

Restaurant & Bar

APPETIZERS (CHOICE OF ONE)

Dublin Crab Cakes

Shrimp Dumplings

Spinach and Beet Salad

Spring Pea Soup

Mozzarella, Roasted Pepper, and 
Portabello Salad

ENTREES (CHOICE OF ONE)

Roasted Leg of Lamb

Stuffed Jumbo Shrimp

Roast Loin of Berkshire Pork

Grilled Ahi Tuna

Marinated Grilled Half Chicken

Garlic Steak

DESSERT (CHOICE OF ONE)

New York Cheesecake

Chocolate Marquise

Homemade Key Lime Pie

Entrees (Choice of 1): Leg of Lamb,

 Loin of Pork, Fingers & Fries, 

Kidburger & Fries, or Mac & Cheese

Desserts (Choice of 1): Chocolate 

Mousse or an Ice Cream Sundae

pp +tax

nearly a decade, Allain 
said.

“We were really ex-
cited to be part of the 
arts community in 
Bushwick, but we were 
also aware that this was 
part of a gentrifi cation 
process,” he said.

Locals told Allain 
there was a lack of arts 
and after-school program-
ming in the neighbor-
hood, so the Starr created 
the Big Green Theater 
Festival to combine after-
school arts with commu-
nity outreach. Now Allain 
is starting to see the fruits 
of that labor pay off.

“It’s nice when you 
see kids who go to 123 
that weren’t in the pro-
gram but saw the show 
and recognize you,” he 
said.

“Big Green Theater 
Festival” at the Bushwick 
Starr (207 Starr St. near 
Irving Avenue, www.
thebushwickstarr.org). 
April 27 at 7 pm. $18.

Theater
Continued from page 2

DINE OUT EASTER SUNDAY

Parks
Continued from page 6

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
A Prospect Lefferts Gardens landlord 

is harassing his rent-stabilized, black ten-
ants and letting their apartments crumble 
around them to move in wealthy white peo-
ple, a lawsuit alleges.

Residents of Homewood Gardens, a par-
tially rent-regulated complex near the State 
University of New York Downstate Medi-
cal Center, fi led the federal suit on Monday, 
claiming that building owner Yeshaya Was-
serman is refusing to make repairs and mak-
ing fake claims about missing rent checks, 
illegal appliances, and pet ownership. The 
predominately African-American renters 
claim the tactics constitute a campaign to 
clear them out and replace them with affl u-
ent white people, in violation of federal civil 
rights law.

“His motivation is to get people like me 
out,” said Alston Pilgrim, a math professor 

at Medgar Evers College who has lived in his 
apartment since 1980. “But I’ve been here a 
long time. I don’t really care to go anyplace 
else.”

Wasserman, who bought the 52-apart-
ment complex in 2009, is not cashing their 
rent checks and is claiming long-tolerated 
washing machines and pets are not allowed 
in a bid to put their owners out on the street, 
tenants claimed at a press conference inside 
Saint Gabriel’s Episcopal Church on Haw-
thorne Street on Tuesday. Since buying the 
place, Wasserman has managed to drive out 
20 tenants and has replaced them almost 
exclusively with white renters, the court pa-
pers say.

“This goes beyond just harassment,” said 
Edward Josephson, director of litigation at 
Legal Services NYC, which helped fi le the 
lawsuit. “This is discrimination. They’re 

Tenants sue ‘slumlord’ 
in Prospect Lefferts

HOME BITTERSWEET HOME: These buildings on Brooklyn Avenue are part of the Homewood Gar-
dens complex, where rent-stabilized black tenants say their landlord is trying to push them out for 
higher-paying white replacements. Photo by Jason Speakman

DINE OUT EASTER SUNDAY

Continued on page 10
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to the Chase Bank near 
the corner of Flatlands 
and Flatbush avenues at 
about 1:55 pm, but fl ed be-
fore they got any dough, 
law enforcement sources 
said.

Around 2:12 pm, the 
duo tried their luck at 
the Northfi eld Bank at 
Kings Highway and E. 
12th Street, but came up 
empty-handed again, ac-
cording to police reports.

The suspects did score 
at their fi nal stop, how-
ever, when they stuck 
up a Santander Bank at 

Avenue U and McDonald 
Avenue around 2:30 pm 
— making off with more 
than $4,500, police said.

Law enforcement of-
fi cials describe the sus-
pects as two black males 
in their 20s. One stands 
about 6-feet-5 and has 
a slim build, while the 
other is around 5-feet-7 
with a medium build, po-
lice said.

Police are asking any-
one with information to 
call Crime Stoppers at 
(800) 577–8477. The pub-
lic can also submit tips 
through the  Crime Stop-
pers website , or by texting 
tips to 274637 (CRIMES) 
then entering TIP577.

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The People’s Play-

ground is back!
Coney Island came 

to life April 13 with the 
opening of its two big-
gest funzones — Deno’s 
Wonder Wheel Park 
and Luna Park — and 
the inauguration of 
eateries old and new.

In a new twist for 
opening day festivities, 
Sodom by the Sea’s self-
declared mayor Dick 
Zigun toured his do-
main with an oversized 
key, unlocking the at-
tractions. Zigun said 
the crowd was unprec-
edented — which he at-
tributed to a warm week-
end after a bitter winter.

“It was the strongest 
Palm Sunday I’ve ever 
seen,” said Coney’s 
hizzoner. “Everyone’s 
been so cooped up, the 
weather was so nice, 
there was really in-
credible turnout.”

Among the crowds 
that thronged Deno’s 
were some 350 neighbor-
hood youth — mainly 

from the housing devel-
opments on the peninsu-
la’s west end — who got 
to ride the Wonder Wheel 
and other attractions for 
free, part of a 26-year-
old tradition. The park’s 
owners described the 
scene as impressive and 
heart-warming .

“We had a real nice 
turnout, probably the 
biggest turnout in years. 
The kids had a great time, 
as usual,” said co-owner 
Dennis Vourderis. 

Over at Luna Park, 
Borough President Ad-
ams presided over the 
annual egg cream chris-
tening of Coney’s mighty 
Cyclone coaster. 

The excitement sur-
rounding the event re-
flected the anticipation 
of a wildly successful 
summer.

“This year is poised 
to be Coney Island’s 
best season in modern 
history,” said Johanna 
Zaki, director of opera-
tions for the Alliance 
for Coney Island busi-
ness group.

Blocks away, another 
Coney classic returned. 
Pete’s Clam Stop at the 
corner of W. 15th Street 
and Surf Avenue, shut-
tered since superstorm 
Sandy in 2012, made 
its long-awaited reap-
pearance. The owners 
— who had to replace 
the floors, ceilings, and 
equipment — were also 
in awe of the crowds, 
which now include in-
ternational tourists.

“Before, years ago 
when I was a kid, it was 
just people from the New 
York area. Now you’ve 
got a variety of people 
from all over,” said 
owner Pete Agripides.

Across the street, 
chilly treats stop Rita’s 
Italian Ices opened its 
doors, its freezer, and 
its heart — giving out 
free ices to all comers. 
The store, which moved 
this year to the amuse-
ment area from Marine 
Park, described it as a 
way to build a warm 
relationship with its 
new neighbors. 

The People’s Playground’s main attractions kick off for early summer fun

LET THE GAMES BEGIN: (Above) Kids celebrated the opening and annual blessing of the Wonder Wheel. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

IT’S OPEN SEASON!

trying to push out the people 
who have been here for de-
cades.”

The buildings are located 
along Hawthorne and Brook-
lyn avenues near Wingate 
Park and all the units are 
three-bedrooms. The only 
new black tenant left the 
complex after Wasserman 
jacked up his rent when his 
fi rst lease expired, residents 
said.

Mikela Atherton lives in 
one of the Brooklyn Avenue 
buildings with her mother 
and three kids. She said the 
family paid their rent on time 
every month, but came home 
one day to fi nd an eviction 
notice taped to her door, de-
manding 10 months in back 
rent.

“I was like, ‘What?’ ” she 

said. “It’s scary. He’s harass-
ing these people so much — 
until they get fed up and just 
leave.”

Worse is the landlord’s ne-
glect of apartments rented by 
long-term renters, Altherton 
said. The sink in her bath-
room fell off the wall recently, 

nearly crushing 
her 6-year-old son, 
she said.

“He was shak-
ing,” she said. 
“He was really 
scared.”

The landlord 
had the sink re-
placed later the 
same day, but Al-
therton said the 
fi x was a shoddy 
one.

“They came 
and just slapped a 
new one up. Now 
it’s leaking,” she 
said.

One of the tenants’ law-
yers said this type of half-
hearted upkeep is part of 
Wasserman’s strategy.

“They do a sort of parody 
of repairs,” said Josephson. 
Aside from the lawsuit, Le-
gal Services is also helping 
tenants fi le complaints in 

housing court to get the city 
to force Wasserman to make 
repairs.

Meanwhile, Wasserman 
continues to bring his own 
housing court complaints 
against his tenants, most 
of them for non-payment of 
rent, which the renters say is 
totally frivolous. 

The dense, working-class 
neighborhood served by four 
subway lines and bordering 
Prospect Park is prime ter-
ritory for speculative real es-
tate investment, but tenant 
advocates say this landlord 
has gone too far.

“It’s inescapable that 
Prospect Lefferts Gardens 
is experiencing tremendous 
amounts of development and 
gentrifi cation,” said Pavita 
Krishnaswamy, another law-
yer with Legal Services NYC. 

Wasserman’s lawyer did 
not respond to requests for 
comment.

DEMANDING CHANGE: Tenants, from 
left, Paulette James, Beverly Rivers, Lloyd 
Smith, and Alston Pilgrim are fi ghting what 
they say is a racist pattern of harassment. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

‘Slumlord’
Continued from page 9

Bank
Continued from page 1

 Courier Life Classifieds
call (718) 260—2555



A
PRIL 20, 2014, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

11

BY MAX JAEGER
It’s a whole new ball game 

for a local little league.
The Joe Torre East High-

way Little League received 
a $5,000 grant to replace a 
tractor damaged by super-
storm Sandy a year and a 
half ago. Local sports tele-
vision network SportsNet 
New York made the award, 
and the little league’s 
president said the money 
could not have come soon 

enough.
“For the league, heavy 

equipment is hard to come 
by,” said league president 
Joe Arena.

The league has had to 
cobble together necessary 
equipment since the record-
breaking storm came out 
of left fi eld and submerged 
much of the league’s lawn-
care gear in briny water, 
Arena said.

But with the SportsNet 

grant, the league will pur-
chase a new, all-in-one trac-
tor that can handle jobs 
such as mowing and groom-
ing baseline clay, which 
will make a world of differ-
ence, according to Arena.

“The stuff that we had 
prior was outdated, and los-
ing it all didn’t help,” Arena 
said. “This equipment is 
going to maintain the fi eld 
a lot nicer than before,” he 
said.

Joe Torre Little League 
is one of two leagues that 
received the grant, though 
more than 100 programs in 
the New York metropolitan 
area applied, a SportsNet 
spokesman said.

The league held a pre-
season opening day on 
April 9 in Marine Park to 
celebrate the grant and 
drum up excitement for the 
coming season.

SportsNet, which airs 

Mets games, brought the 
team’s mascot, Mr. Met, 
to visit with kids and sign 
autographs. The sports 

network also announced it 
will take the kids and their 
coaches to a Mets game at 
CitiField on April 22.

Little league gets a little help
LIL SLUGGERS: (Above) Christopher Ayala of Bath Beach gets 
ready to play ball. (Center) Mr. Met swung by to say hello to the 
The Red Devils softball team. (Left) Frank Ricapito of Bensonhurst 
warms up his arm before the game. Photos by Elizabeth Graham
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along the thoroughfare.  
“This is gentrifi cation 

101,” said Derrick Edwards, 
who has lived on Flatbush 
Avenue for four years.

Another veteran dollar-
van commuter said the no-
frills rides fi ll in the gaps 
left by the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority’s 
spotty service.

“The MTA is not always 
reliable,” said Cheryl Sea-
ley, a Flatbush resident. 
“Folks use them as regular 
transportation not because 
they’re cheaper or any-
thing, but to cut the time 
people have to wait at bus 
stations to get to work on 
time.”

But cops’ take is that the 
lead-footed drivers piloting 
un-permitted passenger 
vans and illegally picking 
up street hails pose a haz-
ard to everyone else on the 
road.

“We want to send a mes-
sage that they’re not safe,” 
said community affairs of-
fi cer Brian Laffey.

Slopers and Prospect 
Heights residents complain 
that the vans often block 
traffi c near bus stops to 
pick up and drop off passen-
gers, according to Laffey. 
The 78th Precinct is still 
pouncing on scoffl aw pri-
vate-shuttle drivers and 
handing them over to the 
Taxi and Limousine Com-
mission, which will seize 
the vehicles and charge 

owners $1,500 to get them 
back, Laffey said.

Dollar vans are rolling 
liabilities because they of-
ten do not have adequate 
insurance, and there are 
no guarantees that the 
vans have been properly 
inspected and registered or 
that drivers are properly li-
censed, according to a Taxi 
and Limousine Commis-
sion rep.

Van drivers playing 
by the rules, which would 
technically include only 
picking up passengers who 
call ahead for rides, have 
nothing to fear, the spokes-
man said. The city offers 
licenses for passenger-
van drivers and operators 
which are contingent on 
thrice-yearly van inspec-
tions, rider insurance, and 
drug tests and background 
checks for drivers.

Dollar van drivers and 
company owners  unsuc-
cessfully lobbied to get a 
shot at the 6,000 livery-cab 
street hail permits the city 
sold off for $1,500 each start-
ing in 2012 . All but 10 of the 
permits have been sold, ac-
cording to  city records . The 
illegal-but-long-tolerated 
vans are so ingrained into 
Brooklynites’ transit hab-
its that the city recruited 
dollar-van hacks to pick up 
pedestrians along termi-
nated bus routes in 2010, but 
the plan fell apart when not 
enough people were will-
ing to use the vans, offi cials 
said.

The buggies also plied 
the roads in the immediate 
aftermath of the Sept. 11 at-
tacks and hurricanes Irene 
and Sandy, when the city’s 
public transit network 
shuddered to a halt.

winner will be determined 
by the amount of applause 
their monologue receives 
from the audience.

One competitor said she 
is already pumped up for 
the foodie feud, which will 
take place at the Wythe Ho-
tel in Williamsburg.

“I’m so excited to be do-
ing something with other 
writers and food folks, with 
other books that I totally 
respect,” said Sarah Zorn, 
a former Brooklyn Paper 
scribe and author of “The 
Brooklyn Chef’s Table,” 
which explores the evolu-
tion of the Brooklyn food 
scene through the recipes 
of and stories from borough 
restaurants.

Other Brooklyn compet-
itors include food photog-

rapher Noah Fecks, Food 
Network regular Ben Sar-
gent,  Rawia Bishara  from 
Bay Ridge’s Tanoreen, and 
butcher Tom Mylan from 
the Meat Hook in Williams-
burg.

Mylan said he is confi -
dent his book, “The Meat 
Hook Meat Book,” has the 
right ingredients to be a 
crowd pleaser.

“It’s a pretty diverse lot 
I’m competing against so I 
think everyone will have 
their advantages and dis-
advantages, but I’m pretty 
confi dent in my writing in 
the book,” he said. “It’s fun, 
conversational, and full of 
explicatives.”

Zorn said she plans on 
keeping things above the 
belt with her fellow Brook-
lynites.   

“I make my career talk-
ing about amazing Brook-
lyn-based restaurants and 

food folks, so I have total 
respect for people like Tom 
Mylan and Rawia Bishara,” 
she said.

But the organizers are 
hoping the contestants will 
all put up a good fi ght. To en-
courage some healthy com-
petition, they are encourag-
ing the authors to win over 
the audience by almost any 
means necessary.  

“Costumes, T-shirt can-
nons, playing with the au-
dience — we’re telling the 
authors that everything is 
fair game,” said Wetherell. 
“They can really pull out all 
the stops and make it a lot of 
fun. After all, it’s 10 o’clock 
on a Saturday morning.”

“Food Book Slam” at 
the Wythe Hotel [80 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12 streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 460–8000, www.
foodbookfair.com]. April 26 
at 10 am. $25. 

Vans
Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

Slam

ON THE PROWL: Cops are ticketing and seizing dollar vans that go 
down major thoroughfares such as Atlantic  and Flatbush avenues.
 Photo by Steve Solomonson
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Thousands of kids and 

parents hippity-hopped to 
Shore Road Park on April 
13 for the 12th annual Eas-
ter Egg Hunt sponsored by 
state Sen. Marty Golden (R–
Bay Ridge).

Organizers scattered 
some 6,000 eggs — stuffed 
with small candies or 
prizes, or tickets to win big 
Easter baskets — around 

the greenspace, and let 
more than 1,000 children 
search for them. 

“There wasn’t one kid 
who went out there and 
couldn’t fi nd at least three 
or four eggs,” said Chip 
“Festival Guy” Cafi ero, who 
oversaw the event with help 
from the Fort Hamilton 
High School Reserve Offi -
cer Training Corps. “It was 
packed, really mobbed.”

But there was more to the 
six-hour egg-stravaganza 
than fi nding plastic-shelled 
prizes. Kids got their faces 
painted, went on rides, and 
even saw the Easter Bunny.

Twelve tots participated 
in the new Easter Bonnet 
Contest, adorning straw 
hats, baseball caps, and 
even paper bags with rab-
bit and egg designs — with 
three taking home prize 

Easter baskets.
Cafi ero said that every 

child at the event was smil-
ing.

“If you look at the kids 
faces, just out there fi nding 
eggs,” said Cafi ero. “They 
get so excited.”

But no one was more 
pleased than Golden him-
self.

“What a great day and 
what a great event,” he said. 

EASTER FUN: (Left to right) Gemma Rose Ponton shows off her Easter bonnet. Zayaan Zahid gets ready to dig into a cupcake. Kacey 
Maxwell adds another prize to her basket. Photos by Steve Solomonson

Hopping down the bunny trail

BY MAX JAEGER
Kids and cars could 

make a lethal combina-
tion, say neighbors of a new 
development in Brighton 
Beach.

The developers behind 
a controversial apartment 
building plan to bring an 
after-school program to a 
community space planned 
for the building, but locals 
say the nearby intersec-
tions are too dangerous, 
and adding kids to the equa-
tion is an accident waiting 
to happen.

“I’m afraid to cross 
Corbin Place every day 
with my child,” said resi-
dent Milana Landsaw.

The new development 
sits between two T-inter-
sections — where Brighton 
12th Street meets Corbin 
Place and where Corbin 
Place runs into Cass Place, 

a short, busy road linking 
Neptune Avenue to Shore 
Boulevard — creating a 
hard-to-predict traffi c fl ow.

The seven-story build-
ing will include eight 

apartments, eight parking 
spaces, and community 
space, and a representa-
tive for the developer said 
it is negotiating with New 
American Self Help Jewish 

Educational World to open 
an after-school program on 
the ground fl oor. No lease 
has been signed, but both 
parties indicated the pro-
gram is a go.

“When the building is 
done, we will open,” said Jew-
ish Education World’s presi-
dent, Yefi m Buberman.

Residents charge that the 
seven-story development 
will exacerbate dangerous 
traffi c conditions, create a 
headache for neighbors, and 
stick out like a sore thumb 
among the two-story row 
houses along Corbin Place. 
During a community meet-
ing to fi ght the project, a 
representative for the devel-
oper admitted some of the 
gripes were well-founded, 
but said his clients will 
move forward anyway, be-
cause zoning allows it.

“I’ve heard all about 

the congestion, and that 
is true,” said Michael Mi-
chael, who represents the 
developer. “All that is true, 
but doesn’t take away from 
the fact that this building is 
properly zoned.”

Elected offi cials vowed 
to battle the proposal, but 
said fi ghting the as-of-right 
construction may go no-
where.

Councilman Chaim 
Deutsch (D–Brighton 
Beach) said he will push for 
improved traffi c safety at 
the intersection and noted 
that the Department of 
Transportation has com-
mitted to a traffi c study on 
Corbin Place.

Assemblyman Steven 
Cymbrowitz (D–Sheep-
shead Bay) said he will 
push the city to down-zone 
the lot before the developer 
can begin construction — 

effectively blocking the 
project. 

The Department of 
Buildings approved plans 
for the project at 7 Corbin 
Place in January, according 
to department representa-
tive David Nussbaum, but it 
has not yet issued a permit 
to start construction.

Redesignating the lot 
could take months, so 
Deutsch urged the Depart-
ment of Buildings to hold 
off. But even if the depart-
ment allows construction 
to go foward, the city could 
still slow the building pro-
cess by challenging permits 
and slating inspections.

“We can make sure they 
comply with every piece of 
minutia,” said Cymbrow-
itz’s community liaison Ilya 
Novofastovsky. “This proj-
ect is going to be under a 
microscope.”

Say planned Corbin Pl. after-school site could put kids in harm’s way

WALK WITH CARE: Residents say the corner of Cass and Corbin 
places is a traffi c nightmare. Now a developer is planning to build 
eight apartments and an after-school community center at the in-
tersection. Community Newspaper Group / Max Jaeger

Residents: It’s a danger zone
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You may be thinking “What IS 
going to happen to me if I can’t find 
a solution to my back pain or leg 
pain?” The answer to your question 
starts out hopeful. I’ll just go to my 
doctor and he will take care of me. 
He will know what to do. But then 
something very odd happens to 
you. You discover your primary care 
physician is not really well equipped 
to handle that job. He or she is very 
busy treating infections, diabetes, 
heart conditions and the like, which 
they are very well equipped to 
handle. This is very apparent with 
your resulting drug prescription for 
Soma muscle relaxers and Norco, 
Neurontin or any other of the various 
prescribed pain medications. You then 
take the drugs soon to feel strangely 
like you’re not altogether “there” or 
you immediately are sick, feel nausea 
and vomit the drugs as fast as you 
swallowed them. When you get sick 
of that (pardon the pun! I couldn’t 
resist), you go back to your doctor 
looking for another more appealing 
treatment. This time it’s physical 
therapy. The thing you already can’t 
do!! You already can’t bend over, twist, 
lift things, and now they want you to 
do more of it with a bunch of other 
back pain sufferers! Gimme a break. 
Now, you’ve really had it. You try the 
chiropractor and either you feel better 
for a little while only to have the pain 
return, or worse nothing happens at 
all. Or even worse than that, after 
your treatment you have MORE 
pain (not because chiropractic does 
not work..your condition is just too 
deteriorated or severe). Then you try 
acupuncture because you read in a 
magazine it could help pain. You then 
realize sticking a bunch of needles in 
you will not magically remove the 
bulging disc that is smashing your 
nerve and causing you pain.
You try massage as you read on the 
internet massage may help alleviate 
back pain...only to be disappointed. 
You’re now beginning to feel 
desperate. Back to your primary 
care doctor to tell him about your 
adventures hoping he will have a 
different answer this time. He does. 

“We can inject pain drugs through 
a big needle into your spine.” You 
cringe in fear and reluctantly agree 
at this point. “NOW I will be fixed.” 
Or at least that’s what you’ve been led 
to believe. You have either no pain 
relief, some pain relief, a whole lot of 
pain relief or it makes you have more 
pain. The second pain shot (oh, yes 
there will be a second and a third) 
is usually less effective or not at all 
and requires another one. You come 
to the realization that pain shots will 
not fix the disc bulge or herniation 
still smashing your delicate nerves 
causing you pain. Finally, your doctor 
recommends you see a “Specialist” 
(Back Surgeon) and he can do risky 
surgery. If you’ve read the latest article 
in the Journal Of American Medical 
Association*, you will see surgery 
patients and non surgery patients 
turned out the same ! Why even do 
the surgery ? Risk of paralysis, death, 
infections, more pain. No thanks. 
So. Back to the question. What are 
YOU going to do if you are stuck 
between serious back pain or leg 
pain or surgery? Great News! A new 
extremely effective non surgical 
new back pain treatment is now 
available in Brooklyn. If you are 
suffering from back pain or leg pain, 

having pain at the belt line, fire down 
your legs, numb legs, feet or toes or 
feel like a knife is stuck in your back 
you owe to yourself to check out this 
new procedure.

Finally, Some Good News! If 
you’ve been suffering with back pain 
or arm/leg pain caused by a disc 
bulge, disc herniation or squashed 
or compressed discs.

My name is Dr. Melinda Keller and 
I’ve successfully treated hundreds of 
patients with spinal decompression 
so there’s no reason your back 
problem should be any different.

In fact, I’m so confident we can help 
you, I’m willing to back it up...but 
not with empty promises.

I GUARANTEE you will only be 
accepted into our program IF YOU 
QUALIFY for the treatment AFTER 
having THE MOST THOROUGH  
AND COMPREHENSIVE 
ASSESSMENT YOU HAVE EVER 
HAD or I will buy you lunch! (I 
haven’t bought one yet!)

Yes! I am very confident, but I can’t 
help EVERYBODY. You see, there’s 

a very small percentage of folks we 
can’t help. Here’s what a couple 
applicants said after I told them 
both I couldn’t help them:

“I was treated very well by the staff. 
The doctors actually listened to me and 
I thought they would rush me out of the 
office but didn’t, despite the fact I wasn’t 
a candidate. The exam I had was very 
thorough, more so than any doctor I 
have seen yet. The doctor explained 
things to me that no one else ever has.”
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

“Meeting with the doctor, we discussed 
and viewed if I was truly a candidate for 
the treatment. The doctor let me know 
I was not a candidate but did leave the 
door open for me to seek her services 
in the future if I thought I needed her 
services.
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

And that’s why I’m offering a limited 
time…

The FREE 17 Point 
“Damaged-Disc” 

Qualifying Assessment

That’s right, no charge and no 
obligation to buy or do anything. 
But you will find out if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new 
disc treatment. You won’t be left 
wondering if decompression could 
have eliminated your pain.

At your FREE Assessment we’ll 
check out your: ligaments, muscle 
activity, hips, pain levels, reflex 
response, discs, tendons, spine, 
pelvis, x-rays or mri, range of 
motion, nerve function

Expires December 30, 2009

Just read what a few of our 
patients that have been through 
the procedure had to say:
“I suffered with lower back pain and 
leg pain for 2 years. I tried physical 
therapy, acupuncture, spinal injections 

but none of it worked. After receiving 
spinal decompression treatment, my 
pain has been totally eliminated and 
I can now walk much better.” 
Lincoln Leung
Brooklyn, NY

I felt like a truck ran over me. I was in 
such pain it was unbelievable. I gotta tell 
you, so far I’ve had 7 or 8 treatments, 
and I feel 100% better. I live aways 
away but worth every mile to come 
here.” 
Fabienne Alexander - Retired
Brooklyn, NY

I saw several different doctors, medical 
doctors, chiropractors and other 
various treatments with no results. I 
had a couple bad discs. I immediately 
started feeling much, much better and 
the back pain decreased. At the end of 
my treatments my pain is almost non-
existent.” 
Burt Mclvain
Brooklyn, NY

“After reading the full page article in 
the paper, I was skeptical of the positive 
results of a treatment for degenerative 
disc that might show pain relief My wife 
and I decided to make an appointment 
for the no charge (nothing to lose) 
17 point evaluation. Guess What! 
Following only my third treatment, I 
was virtually pain free. I cannot thank 
the doctor and her staff enough as I am 
pain free! 
Bud Hillis
Brooklyn, NY

Call 
718-234-6206 

Today! 
Dr. Melinda Keller

5911 16th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11204

Visit: 
brooklynspinecenter.com

*JAMA 2008: 296(20):2441-2450
This offer does not apply to federal 
beneficiaries or CAN members

How To Avoid Risky Back Surgery With  
A Breakthrough Non Surgical 

Treatment And Get Out Of Pain Fast
Here’s how the newest breakthrough non-surgical back pain 

and sciatica treatment may end your pain and solve 
your herniated, bulging or degenerated disc pain problems…

ADVERTISEMENT

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller 
Brooklyn, NY 11204
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