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BY MEGAN RIESZ
The state is walking 

away from Long Island 
College Hospital on May 23 
and turning off the lights 
now that a developer that 
pledged to keep the hospital 
open is facing mounting dif-
fi culty getting its ducks in a 
row, the state said.

The State University of 

New York expects to shutter 
the 156-year-old Cobble Hill 
institution before Brooklyn 
Health Partners, the win-
ning bidder to take over the 
hospital, can obtain an op-
erating certifi cate from the 
Department of Health for a 
temporary medical facility, 
according to a letter sent 
from university lawyers to 

anti-closure attorneys. Ac-
tivists said that, despite a 
court settlement that allows 
the state to wash its hands 
of the medical facility after 
May 22, offi cials ought to 
pitch in to keep it open a lit-
tle longer, now that a savior 
appears to be within reach. 

“We expect SUNY and 

BY MAX JAEGER
The city’s beleaguered hurri-

cane-recovery effort is getting a 
second wind.

Mayor DeBlasio announced 
reforms this week to the city-run, 
federally funded Build It Back 
program, which connects hom-
eowners and businesses to re-
sources for repairing destruction 
wrought by several major weather 
events to hit the city — most nota-
bly superstorm Sandy.

After complaints that the pro-
gram is taking too long to pay out, 
the city is promising to cut 500 re-
imbursement checks and start 500 
reconstruction projects by sum-
mer’s end. Recovery advocates 
say that’s a good fi rst step, but it 
doesn’t go far enough.

“Committing to 500 checks 
isn’t going anywhere quickly 
enough,” said Jameson Wells, 
who heads the Gerritsen Beach 
Long-term Recovery Project.

Other reforms attempt to fi x 
applicants’ poor user experience.

For the fi rst time, participants 
will be able to submit paperwork 
and track applications online. In 
the past, residents accused the 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Coney Island will go si-

lent this summer.
Ex-Borough President 

Marty Markowitz’s Seaside 
Concert series will not rock 
the People’s Playground for 
the fi rst time in 35 years, 
sources say.

“So far as I know, there 
are no plans to do it this 

summer at all,” said Chuck 
Reichenthal, district man-
ager of the neighborhood’s 
Community Board 13.

Borough President Ad-
ams’s offi ce confi rmed that 
the music series would be 
taking this summer off, due 
to construction at the venue 
site — which will create an 

Continued on page 10
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Infl atable course comes to M’Park
BY MAX JAEGER

Talk about a “fun” run!
Marine Park’s Aviator Sports 

Complex will host the fi rst “Epic 
Fail Challenge” on May 3. The 
fi ve-kilometer dash pits runners 
against 12 off-the-wall obstacles 
as they make a circuit around 
Floyd Bennett Airfi eld. The race 
will be the fi rst of its kind for Chi-
cago events company Red Frog 
Events, and a spokesman said the 
company couldn’t think of a bet-
ter place to give it a whirl than 
Brooklyn.

“We’ve seen such a great re-
sponse here before, so it makes 
sense to test ‘Epic Fail Challenge’ 
in Brooklyn,” said David Auffen-
berg, an assistant director with 
Red Frog.

The company is shipping in 
infl atable obstacles and a team 
of designers from its Midwest 
headquarters a week early to set 
up the course, which will include 
hurdles that challenge runners to 
jump from platform to platform, 
scramble up walls, and tread bal-

Continued on page 8
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OVER: The state is eager to 
leave Long Island College 
Hospital behind.

Gerritsen Beach native Heather “The Heat” Hardy will become the fi rst 
woman to box at the Barclays Center when she steps into the ring on June 
14.  Photo by Elizabeth Graham

No Seaside Concerts

Reforms 
to Build 
It Back

THAT’S 
A ‘FUN’ 

RUN

State: LICH is kaput May 23

Boxing beauty
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Borrow $10,000
for as low as $300 per month

 Loan Rates Lower Than 
   Credit Card Rates
 Installment Loans Raise 

   Your Credit Score
 Apply Online, By Phone, 

   or Stop In

MAIN OFFICE:
BRANCH:

Apply Online at www.brfcu.org
Payments based on 8.95% annual percentage rate with automatic loan payments. Rates are based on credit worthiness.

Other rates and terms available. Higher loan amounts available. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

LOANS MADE EASY...
      ... AND THAT’S THE TRUTH!

GET ALLERGY RELIEF!
The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology

Hay Fever?  Asthma?  Sinusitis?  
Chronic Cough?  Itchy Eyes?  Sneezing?

Board Certified in Adult & Pediatric Allergy & Asthma

Faster Diagnosis Means Faster Relief!

718-444-8014

New Patients 

Welcome

Most Insurance 
Plans Accepted

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
A Ridgite walking 

their dog in Shore Road 
Park came across a 
grisly scene straight out 
of “Law & Order” early 
on April 23.

Authorities say the 
witness found the body of 
a 33-year-old male at 6:30 
am in the tennis courts 
near the corner of Third 
Avenue and Shore Road 
— with a gunshot wound 
to the head.

Police and medical 
personnel arrived on the 
scene and declared the 
man dead. Cops brought 
the body to the coroner’s 

offi ce, and sources re-
ported that the death is 
believed to be a suicide.

An investigation into 
the incident is still ongo-
ing.

Dog-walker stumbles upon 
corpse in Shore Road Park

SHORE ROAD HORROR: A body was found on the Shore Road 
tennis courts the morning of April 23. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Brooklyn is in the run-

ning to be the host of the 
2016 Democratic National 
Convention. 

The mayor’s offi ce is 
pitching the Barclays Cen-
ter as a possible venue for 
the Democrats’ quadren-
nial presidential-candidate 
nominating ritual. The ob-
vious best choice to host 
the event appears along-
side Manhattan’s played-
out Jacob Javits Conven-
tion Center and Madison 
Square Garden in a letter 
from a deputy of Mayor De-
Blaiso outlining the virtues 
of New York to the liberal 
party’s lead event planner, 
Democratic National Com-
mittee chairwoman Debbie 
Wasserman Schultz.

“The new Barclays Cen-
ter, in the heart of Brooklyn, 
is a multi-purpose venue 
that can accommodate audi-
ences of up to 18,000,” wrote 
Alicia Glen, deputy mayor 
for housing and economic 
development, in a March 1 
letter to the committee fi rst 
obtained by the New York 
Daily News.

The missive lumps the 
Prospect Heights arena in 
with its aging counterparts 

in Manhattan in the de-
scription that follows.

“Each of these state-
of-the-art venues is well-
equipped to host the Demo-
cratic National Convention 
Committee’s operations,” 
the letter says. “Each is 
also located close to the 
transit hubs, hotels, res-
taurants, theaters, and at-
tractions that inspire more 
than 54 million people to 
visit New York City every 
year.”

The convention would be 
Brooklyn’s fi rst presiden-
tial nominating bash and, 
drawing tens of thousands 
of politicos, would be even 

larger and substantially 
longer than last year’s  MTV 
Video Music Awards .

A major political con-
vention could be a boon to 
borough hotels, bars, and 
restaurants, but would also 
bring with it a massive se-
curity apparatus and possi-
bly major protests.

In its letter, the mayor’s 
offi ce brushed aside wor-
ries about terrorism, call-
ing New York “America’s 
safest big city.”

Republicans held their 
convention in Manhattan 
in 2004, drawing legions of 
delegates and hundreds of 
thousands of protesters.

DeBlasio: Bring Dem 
convention to Brooklyn

RAISE THE ROOF: The Barclays Center could look like Charlotte, 
N.C.’s Time Warner Cable Arena did in 2012 if it gets picked to host 
the 2016 Democratic National Convention. Associated Press
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BY MEGAN RIESZ
Park Slope’s police pre-

cinct has made cracking 
down on drivers its signa-
ture issue, but the neigh-
borhood’s girls and boys 
in blue have handed out 
many fewer tickets so far 
this year than most other 
Brooklyn precincts.

The neighborhood’s 
78th police precinct gave 
out 2,104 moving violations 
from January to March, a 
252 increase from the fi rst 
three months of 2013, which 
probably has something to 
do with the series of tick-
eting blitzes it has gone on 
since January, including 
 an undercover failure-to-
yield-to-pedestrians sting 
operation  and crackdowns 
on  parking in bike lanes  

 and unlicensed dollar 
vans . But the total is less 
than the amount doled out 
by all but 3 of the borough’s 
23 precincts. Among the 
area road-safety activists 
who are quick to criticize 
those they perceive as go-
ing easy on motorists, the 
78th’s light-on-citations re-
cord has plenty of defend-
ers. One said that the pre-
cinct owes its popularity 
to making nice with the 
neighbors.

“The 78th has made a 
name for itself because 
it has done a tremendous 
amount of positive commu-
nity outreach,” said Keegan 
Stephan, an organizer with 
the group Right of Way.

For the sake of compari-
son, the 75th Precinct in 

East New York handed out 
5,694 traffi c summonses in 
the fi rst three months of 
this year, the most of any 
Brooklyn station house de-
spite logging a 382-ticket 
drop from last year. But 
the 75th’s most-written 
tickets by far were for 
tinted windows (987) and 
the miscellaneous “Other” 
category (1,298), while it 
wrote just 71 for failure to 
yield to pedestrians and 89 
for speeding, the catego-
ries pedestrian and cyclist 
advocates say are the most 
important.

“It’s about quality, not 
quantity,” Transportation 
Alternatives lawyer Juan 
Martinez said. 

In Park Slope and Pros-
pect Heights, where offi cers 

wrote two-fi fths the amount 
of tickets of their East New 
York counterparts overall, 
they cited 90 drivers for 
speeding and 85 for failure 
to yield, up from 55 and 17 
by this time last year, re-
spectively.

The goal of the driver-
pinching movement backed 
by Mayor DeBlasio’s Vi-
sion Zero plan is to change 
behavior, not to punish 
people or stir up revenue, 
so tickets should not be the 
primary measure, though 
they have been the Slope 
cop shop’s calling card, 
Stephan said.

The precinct’s com-
manding offi cer said that 
comparing ticket totals is 
apples and oranges.

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
A mile-long stretch of McGuinness Bou-

levard in Greenpoint will get the car-pinch-
ing treatment from the city, pols announced 
on Tuesday. 

The city will lower the speed limit on 
the fast-moving thoroughfare that leads up 
to the Pulaski Bridge to 25 miles per hour 
and rejigger its traffi c signals in an effort 
to avoid more deaths like the four the road 
has seen since 2008. A local activist hailed 
the move.

“I think it will help prevent deaths and 
any steps we can take to slow traffi c is prog-
ress,” said John Beadle, a member of the 
Kings County Democratic Committee.

The offi cial Slow Zone will start at Free-
man Street at the base of the Pulaski Bridge 
and extend all the way to Bayard Street, just 
short of the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway. 
The city will also reset the timing of all of 
the stoplights along that stretch of road to 
force drivers to get into lower gears.

Politicians made the announcement at 
the intersection of McGuinness and Nas-
sau Avenue, where a woman was  killed by 
a motorist in December as she tried to cross 
the fast-paced road . Two other pedestrians 
and a cyclist have also been killed on that 
stretch of pavement during the past six 
years. 

Assemblyman Joe Lentol said that 
Mayor DeBlasio’s Vision Zero plan to re-
duce traffi c deaths to zilch during the next 
decade is music to his ears after years of 
calling to squeeze drivers to no avail.

“I have been advocating for traffi c calm-
ing measures along McGuinness Boule-
vard for quite some time now, with little 
success,” said Assemblyman Joe Lentol 

(D–Greenpoint). “This is the fi rst indica-
tion that Vision Zero is making its way into 
Greenpoint. I applaud DOT Commissioner 
[Polly] Trottenberg and Mayor DeBlasio’s 
approach to improving the safety of motor-
ists, pedestrians, and cyclists through Vi-
sion Zero and I hope that this is only the 
beginning.”

The street is the second in Brooklyn 
tapped for a major slowdown in the past 
two weeks after Atlantic Avenue, which is 
being  designated a 25-miles-per-hour road 
along its entire eight miles in the borough .

This NYPD school 
safety offi cer needs to go 
back to driver’s ed.

The cop behind the 
wheel of a law-enforce-
ment vehicle van in Pros-
pect Heights blatantly 
ignored a sign forbidding 
left turns on Flatbush Av-
enue and veered across 
oncoming traffi c onto 
Park Place around 1:30 
pm on Thursday.

The van did not have 

its fl ashing lights or si-
ren activated, according 
to our ace photographer, 
who caught the hair-rais-
ing turn on camera.

Drivers who want 
to turn onto Park Place 
while heading toward 
Prospect Park on the busy 
thoroughfare are sup-
posed to make a right up 
at Sterling Place, another 
right at Seventh Avenue, 
and a third and fi nal right 

onto Park.
The neighborhood’s 

police precinct has un-
dertaken a series of high-
profi le road-safety initia-
tives this year, including 
cracking down on unli-
censed dollar vans and on 
drivers double-parking in 
bike lanes and failing to 
yield to pedestrians.

The police department 
did not respond to a re-
quest for comment.

City lowering McGuinness 
Boulevard speed limit to 25

We saw something

Park Slope police trail borough in tickets

SLOW-MOTION: McGuinness Boulevard is about 
to become a 25 miles-per-hour zone from Free-
man Street to Bayard Street. 
 Photo by Steven Schnibbe

TALKIN’ SPEEDING BLUES: Deputy Inspector Michael Ameri 
thanks the community for supporting his 78th Precinct at a Vision 
Zero town hall meeting in Park Slope on April 21. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
This guy is chairman of the 

cardboard.
Terrence Kelleman, the 

founder of Dynomighty, a com-
pany best known for its paper-
thin wallets, opened a storefront 
and shared artist work-space in 
Dumbo on April 16 and decked the 
place out with cardboard seating. 
The chairs are made from three 
pieces of thick cardboard cut 
with lasers and can be shipped 
fl at and assembled in a jiffy. The 
engineering feat came out of Kel-
leman’s dissatisfaction with the 
seat-us quo when trying to fur-
nish the shop.

“I just couldn’t fi nd anything 
I liked,” he said. “The chairs I 

was seeing were just the blandest 
things.”

He started Dnynomighty 12 
years ago in his living room, with 
a box of magnets that his father 
lent him $300 to buy. He made link-
less bracelets out of the magnets 
and sold them to his employer, the 
Museum of Modern Art Design 
Store in Manhattan.

“I was a struggling artist try-
ing to fi nd my way,” Kelleman 
said. “But I’ve always been in-
quisitive about materials.”

Kelleman trained as a painter 
at the Cleveland Institute of Art, 
but said his work in the public 
relations department at the Mu-
seum of Modern Art got him into 
drawing fanciful products.

“It germinated an apprecia-
tion for industrial design and de-
sign in general,” he said.

Today, the company’s trade-
mark product the Mighty Wallet 
is sold in 60 countries, bringing 
in $4 million per year, according 
to Kelleman.

The unique billfolds are made 
from a material called Tyvek, 
which the postal service uses 
for its express mail envelopes. 
Tyvek is paper-thin, but its plas-
tic-like fibers make it durable, 
waterproof, and possible to fold 
into a wallet without a single 
stitch.

The fi rst version of the Mighty 
Wallet hit the market in 2005 with 

Sit on designer chairs at this new Dumbo store

BY MAX JAEGER
Prosecutors are charging 

a Brooklyn man with murder 
after police discovered a body 
in a plastic storage container 
at his Flatlands home on April 
19.

Police arrested Joshua Sim-
ser at his house on E. 54th Street 
near Avenue N and charged him 
with second-degree murder, law 
enforcement sources said. Po-
lice have not released the vic-
tim’s name, but law enforcement 
sources say he went by the nick-
name “Chino.”

Chino reportedly spent the 
night at Simser’s home around 
April 14, police said. According 
to a criminal complaint, Simser 
allegedly stabbed Chino several 
times in the head, neck, and 
body sometime between April 14 
and April 19.

The two did not appear to 
have a close relationship, police 
said.

The suspect’s employer 
tipped off the police after Sim-
ser, a bouncer, allegedly con-
fessed the homicide to his boss 
on Saturday, according to law 
enforcement sources. Investi-
gators from the 63rd Precinct 
found the body shortly after 
noon on Saturday, according to 
police reports. The victim had 
suffered several stab wounds, 
which likely led to his death, 
sources said. Simser was ar-
rested the next day, court re-
cords show.

Neighbors said they rarely 
saw the suspect or his house-
mates, who were relatively new 
to the neighborhood.

“I’m living there my whole 
life and I don’t know the people 
who live in that house,” said 
Joanne Ascanio, who has lived 

three doors down for 50 years.
Another neighbor who de-

clined to give her name said she 
had never spoken with anyone 
in the house since its previous 
owners moved fi ve years ago.

Seeing a platoon of police out-
side their homes rattled many 
living on the block, neighbors 
said. One resident said he would 
never have thought such a vio-
lent crime could occur in his 
backyard.

“This is a good neighbor-
hood — I’m shocked that this oc-
curred,” said neighbor Michael 
Guest.

Simser was arraigned in 
Kings County Criminal Court 
on April 21, and his next appear-
ance is scheduled for April 25.

His lawyer said evidence is 
preliminary but could show the 
alleged stabbing was not a mur-
der.

“It appears there are ele-
ments of self-defense that may 
come into play here,” said attor-
ney Hermann Walz.

CONTAINED SCENE: Police investi-
gate after a body was discovered in 
a plastic storage container at a Flat-
bush home on April 19. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

CHAIRMAN OF THE CARDBOARD: Dynomighty’s founder and CEO Terrence Kelleman kicks back on one of his new card-
board chairs. They are made from three pieces of laser-cut honeycomb cardboard. Photo by Jason Speakman

Body found in bin

Park your cardboard

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving
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community 
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WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Flatbush man charged with murder 

Continued on page 8
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BY MEGAN RIESZ
Pole dancing is no lon-

ger just for strippers and 
Linsday Lohan.

A Brooklyn dance com-
pany is bringing a gritty 
pole dancing show to a secret 
Williamsburg space on May 
1 and 2, in the hopes of fl ip-
ping the art’s strip-club ste-
reotype on its head and prov-
ing that its performances are 
fi t for the legitimate stage.

“It’s a reimagining of 
what pole dancing can be 
in the theater world,” pro-
ducer Alice Dugan said. 
“We want to be able to have 
a show where people go for 
a ‘pole dance’ show, and 
they go out of it thinking, ‘I 

didn’t even remember that 
there were poles there.’”

The Pulse Project, 
founded by former Brook-
lyn Academy of Music cho-
reographer and aerialist 
Brook Notary in 2011, has 
already put on two shows 
drawing inspiration from a 
host of movement and dance 
styles, including acrobat-
ics and parkour. The com-
pany’s third and upcoming 
performance, “She IS,” will 
feature a bevy of vignettes 
titled “Grounded,” “Reck-
less,” and “Bound,” and 
will highlight the tunes of 
Jimi Hendrix and Beyonce. 
The entire spectacle has a 
distinctly urban and female 

vibe, said Dugan.
“It’s going to be an in-

credibly industrial feel, 
from color to theme,” she 
said. “It’s really conceptu-
ally different.”

The all-woman cast, 
helmed by 2012 US pole 
dance champion Michelle 
Stanek, will utilize ropes, 
scaffolding, bungees, and 
even the performers’ own 
shirts and socks, which they 
will use to slip around the 
poles. Dugan and Notary 
have also raised more than 
$20,000 on the crowdfund-
ing platform Kickstarter 
in the hopes of buying a 
customized aerial truss for 
the show, which would help 

keep the poles upright.
The Pulse Project does 

not claim to be a specifi cally 
feminist group, but the duo 
is adamant that pole danc-
ing inspires female empow-
erment and that the negative 
connotation of pole dancing 
— namely, that it is only for 
strippers — is bogus.

“It makes you feel in-
credibly in control of your-
self,” Dugan said. “For us, 
we really like people to un-
derstand that it’s an exten-
sion of the body.”

“She IS” at secret Wil-
liamsburg location. May 
1 and 2 at 8:30 pm. Tickets 
and more information at 
www.thepulseproject.com.

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2014 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

PROUD POLE DANCERS: Director Alice Dugan, front, and her danc-
ers during a rehearsal of the Pulse Project’s upcoming show “She 
IS.” Photo by Stefano Giovannini

W’burg show hopes to prove pole dancing is serious art 

A day of wilderness activities
BY MAX JAEGER

Brooklyn’s young city slickers got 
to experience the great outdoors with-
out leaving the borough on April 16. 

The Gateway National Recreation 
Area and youth organization Mil-
lennium Development Corporation 
hosted a Spring Fling at Floyd Ben-
net Field — part of the borough’s only 
national park — to give local public 
school kids a taste of outdoor activi-
ties they don’t usually get a chance to 
enjoy, like archery and camping. 

It was also a chance for them to 
build a sense of community, one orga-

nizer said.
“The Spring Fling gives children 

another reason to be invested in their 
school,” said Roy H. Mann archery in-
structor Mike Amari, who also works 
with Millennium Development.

Kids hiked to the park’s archery 
range and learned to shoot a bow and 
arrow, got expert instruction on how to 
build a camp fi re, and learned the ins 
and outs of pitching a tent — something 
that comes in handy at the ony park in 
Brooklyn where camping is permitted.

Park rangers even showed the 
students how to kayak — though the 

boats never actually hit the water. 
Instead the would-be mariners sat in 
dry-docked boats and got a primer in 
paddling.

Students got a bit of a history les-
son during their spring break, too. 
They visited the air fi eld’s Hangar B 
and got to check out some historic air-
planes and make their own “nose art” 
— the cartoons often painted on the 
nose of old war planes.

The free event was funded as part 
of the city’s Out-of-School Time pro-
gram, which creates after-school pro-
gramming for students. 

GREAT OUTDOORS: (Above) Nyssa Clark Griles gears up for a trail 
ride. (Center) Park Rangers taught kids how to set up a tent and 
offered other camping safety tips. (Right) Rasaan Bonair of Mil-
lennium Development shows Sebastian Millien how to how to fi re a 
bow and arrow.  Photos by Steve Solomonson
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Credit. Debit. Default. 
Bankruptcy.

When you start seeing 
paperwork with words like 
these, you know it’s time to 
call an attorney.

But which one?
Demetrios Tsatis of 

Tsatis and Pantelidis, PC 
Law Firm, used to repre-
sent major lending insti-
tutions before opening his 
Bay Ridge practice. As a 
result, he understands the 
way these matters unfold 
from the viewpoint of the 
banking establishment. 
He knows the players, and 
grasps their way of think-
ing. This experience is 
a huge advantage to the 
consumers he now repre-
sents. 

While others may find 
it difficult to navigate the 
process, “I am aware of 
what it’s like, and know the 
issues that can arise,” says 
Tsatis. It all translates to 
providing his clients with 

an edge they might not get 
elsewhere.

Bankruptcy is serious 
business, so it is under-
standable that some peo-
ple are reluctant to file for 
bankruptcy. If you are a 
consumer who has credit 
card debt, even if you have 
been delinquent for years, 
there may be other options, 
says Tsatis.  

“We can work with 
creditors and their coun-
sel to see what legal steps 
can be taken to work out 
a structured settlement,” 
he says. It would involve 
paying a certain  amount 
of money over a set period 
of time, reducing debt, and 
managing it.  

More than this, it 
means peace of mind, get-
ting the collectors off your 
back, and allowing you 
the freedom to plan your 
life again. Tsatis says he 
has represented hundreds 
of individuals in Chap-
ter 7 and 13 bankruptcy 

proceedings, helping 
hardworking individu-
als achieve financial free-
dom. This expertise was 
further developed while 
working pro bono for the 
New York City Bar Asso-
ciation’s Consumer Bank-
ruptcy Project.

Another advantage of 
working with Tsatis is that 
when it comes to customer 
service, he goes above and 
beyond. His clients always 
have access to him because 
all calls are forwarded to 
his cellphone. 

“If clients have issues 

that need to be addressed 
on a Saturday afternoon 
because these issues are 
weighing heavily on their 
minds, we can always go 
over them,” he says. 

An additional focus of 
the firm is commercial and 
residential property trans-
actions. The company rep-
resents sellers, buyers, 
developers, investors, and 
commercial landlords. 
It assists with landlord–
tenant leases and negotia-
tions. 

“We can step in when 
it comes to any legal issue 
having to do with a land-
lord,” says Tsatis. A sub-
stantial part of the firm’s 
litigation practice concen-
trates on these landlord–
tenant matters and com-
mercial disputes.

Tsatis attended Ba-
ruch College, graduating 
in 2004 with a Bachelor 
of Business Administra-
tion in economics. From 
there he attended Touro 

College Jacob D. Fuchs-
berg Law Center, where 
he received his Juris 
Doctor, Cum Laude. He 
is a member of the New 
York City Bar Associa-
tion, the Brooklyn Bar 
Association, and the Hel-
lenic-American Bankers’ 
Association. 

Kriton Pantelidis is the 
partner of counsel to the 
firm. He has an advisory 
role in matters of litiga-
tion.

The firm’s mission is 
to provide dedicated and 
effective legal services at 
an affordable cost to cli-
ents.

Tsatis and Pantelidis 
[8222 Third Ave. between 
82nd and 83rd streets in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 491–3300, 
www.legalassociatesnyc.
com]. Open Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
and Fridays, 8 am–6:30 
pm; Wednesdays, 8 am–
7:30 pm; and Saturdays, 
10 am–2 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Get help managing debt with Tsatis and Pantelidis law firm

Learn more at
autismspeaks.org/signs

Some signs to look for:

No big smiles or other joyful
expressions by 6 months

No babbling by 
12 months

No words by
16 months
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ance beams over ball pits, he 
said.

Course-builders will 
makes use of the airfi eld’s 
layout to create a unique 
experience, Auffenberg 
said. Runners will dodge, 
dip, duck, and dive through 
equipment on the same tar-
mac that launched aerial ac-
robats in the fi eld’s heyday.

The inspiration for the 
event comes from reality 

television shows like ABC’s 
“Wipeout” and Spike TV’s 
“Most Extreme Elimination 
Challenge,” where contes-
tants battle with clownishly 
unnavigable obstacles.

The task might sounds 
intense, but Auffenberg 
said you don’t have to be a 
gym junkie to fi nish.

“The run accommodates 
fi tness buffs and fun-run-
ners alike,” he said, adding 
that the race is not timed 
and participants are free to 
skip obstacles.

After the challenge, run-

ners can enjoy food, drinks, 
and music at an after-party 
also at Aviator. Registering 
for the run also gets you a 
free beer if you are over 21.

Registration is open up to 
and including the day of the 
event, which will run rain or 
shine — unless the weather 
turns seriously sour. 

“Epic Fail Challenge” 
at Aviator Sports Complex 
(3159 Flatbush Ave. off the 
Belt Parkway in Marine 
Park, www.epicfailchal-
lenge.com). May 3. $75-
$90.

Continued from page 1 

Obstacles

amphitheater adjacent to 
the landmarked Childs 
restaurant building to pro-
vide a permanent home to 
the concerts.

Reichenthal wondered 
if perhaps the shows — 
which last year featured 
acts like Cheap Trick, 
Lynyrd Skynyrd, and 
Smokey Robinson — might 
lack the necessary funding 
and organization to con-
tinue after Markowitz’s 
departure from elected of-
fi ce in January.

“They were Marty’s 
baby,” said Reichenthal.

Markowitz started the 

free concert series in Co-
ney Island’s Asser Levy 
Park in 1978, while he was 
serving in the state Sen-
ate, and ran them through 
a private organization. 
They received both pub-
lic funding and corporate 
sponsorship, and were at-
tended by thousands each 
year. 

But they were not 
without controversy. In 
2008, Markowitz proposed 
building an amphitheater 
with a much-mocked po-
tato chip-shaped roof in 
the park as a permanent 
home for the performances 
—  triggering a successful 
lawsuit by Brighton Beach 
residents, who c onvinced 
a judge that the concerts 

violated city statutes by 
having amplifi ed sound 
too close to a pair of syna-
gogues .

As a result, the shows 
were  exiled to a cramped 
lot at W. 21st Street and 
Surf Avenue in 2011  — 
much to fans’ chagrin.

Markowitz  succeeded 
last year in getting city  — 
if  not neighborhood  — ap-
proval for another amphi-
theater to be built into the 
landmark Childs Build-
ing. 

Reichenthal expects the 
concerts will resume after 
construction on the new 
venue wraps up in 2015.

Calls to Markowitz for 
comment were not imme-
diately returned.

Continued from page 1 

Concerts

HOLD STEADY: Obstacles in the “Epic Fail Challenge” will test runners’ balance and coordination. 
 Red Frog

a few basic designs, in-
cluding one resembling a 
newspaper and one with 
the fi rst 3,000 digits of 
the number pi printed 
on it. Once Kelleman got 
the process perfected, he 
started seeing new possi-
bilities for the product.

“I realized that the 
Mighty Wallet was really 
a canvas,” he said. 

Dynomighty now 
works with a network of 
500 artists who all come 
up with graphics that can 
be printed on the wallets. 
And customers can now 
have their own images 
printed on wallets at the 
new store, on John Street 
between Bridge and Jay 

streets.
The Dumbo space is a 

place for Kelleman to test 
out new products, which 
is where the cardboard 
chairs come in.

Dynomighty store and 
work space [80 John St. 
between Jay and Bridge 
streets in Dumbo, www.
dynomighty.com, (212) 
431–3005]. Monday–Fri-
day, 10 am–5 pm.

Chairs
Continued from page 4

www.WickedMonk.com    |         WickedMonk
9510 - 3rd Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11209    |    347-497-5152

Restaurant & Bar

APPETIZERS (Choice of One)
Dublin Crab Cakes

Reuben Spring Rolls
Jumbo Shrimp Cocktail

Gazpacho Soup
Asian Pear & Peanut Salad
ENTREES (Choice of One)

Stuffed Braised Loin of Pork
Stuffed Jumbo Shrimp

Stuffed Breast of Chicken
Grilled Salmon

Pistachio Crusted Rack of Lamb
($5 Additional)

Grilled Filet Mignon ($5 Additional)
All selections will include 

Chef’s choice of potato and vegetable

DESSERTS (Choice of One)
Chocolate Marquis

Apple Cobbler
Berries and Cream

* 
ENTREES (Choice of One): 
Chicken Fingers & Fries,

Cheeseburger/Hamburger & Fries
Macaroni & Cheese

DESSERTS (Choice of One): 
Chocolate Mousse
Ice Cream Sundae

*

*Plus Tax on all and 18% Gratuity Added on all parties of 6 or more
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“Some of the precincts 
have different sizes of com-
mands,” said Deputy Inspec-
tor Michael Ameri. “You 
can’t compare precincts to 
precincts. You have to be 
concentrated on where the 
accidents happen.”

One Slope road warrior 
echoed the notion, saying 
that despite all the activ-
ism aimed at making area 
streets safer, other ’hoods 
have more reckless motor-
ists to worry about.

“It wouldn’t surprise 
me that there are a num-
ber of precincts that have 
issued more violations, 
because frankly, there 

are some neighborhoods 
that have bigger problems 
with speeding and dan-
gerous driving than Park 
Slope does,” said Eric Mc-
Clure, founder of the Park 
Slope Street Safety Part-
nership.

McClure’s group is 
pushing to make Park 
Slope a 20-mile-per-hour 
zone.

BY MEGAN RIESZ
Sunset Park residents 

asked for it and they are get-
ting it — more government 
surveillance.

Neighborhood denizens 
were invited to pick a mu-
nicipal project to fund from 
an array of neighborhood 
beautifi cation and social 
service options as part of 
the so-called “participa-
tory budgeting” process 
and their number-one pri-
ority was installing more 
surveillance cameras on 
Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth 
avenues between 42nd and 
62nd streets. The measure 
will make would-be smooth 
criminals feel like someone 
is watching them, said a fa-
cilitator of the voting.

“When people try to 
commit a crime, they will 
think twice, and this will 
help scare away potential 
suspects,” Jimmy Li said.

The fact that 1,890 peo-
ple voted to have their ev-
ery move monitored by eyes 
in the sky, more people than 
favored any other initiative 
on the table, proves once 
again that Brooklyn loves 
surveillance despite grow-
ing concerns worldwide 
about spy agencies tram-
pling basic privacy. The 
borough’s pro-government-
monitoring climate was 
 made clear last year  by a 
poll showing that  four out of 
fi ve borough residents favor 
more cameras .

The $600,000 Council-
man Carlos Menchaca 
(D–Sunset Park) plans to 
put toward the police-con-
trolled devices is 10 times 

the amount he will allot 
for a community room in 
the Sunset Park library 
branch. 

Residents voted from 
March 30 to April 6 about 
how to dispense more than 
$2 million. The results 
were announced on April 
15 at the Red Hook library 

branch, which is getting 
$85,000 for its community 
garden thanks to the vote.

The owner of a bicycle 
shop on Seventh Avenue 
near 47th Street said he 
only sees crime every once 
in a while, but that he will 
feel safer constantly being 
fi lmed.

“It’s great to be proac-
tive rather than reactive,” 
said Mr. C’s Cycles owner 
Carlos Valentino, who has 
lived in the neighborhood 
for 45 years. “Obviously, I 
will welcome it.”

Spy devices win big at citizen budget vote

EYES IN THE SKY: Sunset Park 
residents want more spy cam-
eras like those on Eighth Av-
enue, pictured above and left, 
only they want the government 
behind the controls.  
 Photos by  Steven Schnibbe

Sunset Park loves 
surveillance cams

Tickets
Continued from page 3

Are Back 4-7PM
at the Bar

Authentic 
Spanish & 
Mexican 
Cuisine

5-7pm
STAY THIRSTY
MY FRIEND

1/2 OFF1/2 OFF

(Off Colonial Rd.)

114 Bay Ridge Ave. 
718-833-8865

 www.casapepe.com

Enjoy 

½ Off 
the Mexican side of our Menu 

& Relax with 
$350 Drink Specials

Frozen Margaritas, Daiquiris, Piña Coladas, 
Sangria & Mexican Beers at the Bar

Brunch Saturday & Sunday   

includes Mimosa or Bloody Mary

Mother’s
Day

We are 
now taking 

Mother’s
Day 

Reservations
Call for menu & details

$1250 per person
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the Department of Health to 
do everything within their 
power to ensure that the 
community served by LICH 
is not left without a hospital 
for any period of time,” said 
Eliza Bates, spokeswoman 
for the New York State 
Nurses Association, which 
sued the state to try to stop 
it from closing the health-
care center.

Brooklyn Health Part-
ners, which wants to estab-
lish a temporary, 150-bed 
hospital while it builds a 

new 300–400-bed facility 
and 1,000 apartments on the 
medical campus, asked the 
state to consider bringing 
in a temporary hospital op-
erator while the new owner 
gets its paperwork in order. 
The university refused, say-
ing that the settlement that 
ended the nearly year-long 
court battle over the hospi-
tal’s fate absolves it of any 
responsibility for what hap-
pens to the hospital after 
May 22.

Headed by real estate de-
veloper and former clinical 
laboratory supervisor Mer-
rell Schexnydre, Brooklyn 
Health Partners is conduct-

ing its own search for a tem-
porary operator and look-
ing at ways to expedite the 
permitting process, accord-
ing to the state letter. But 
the state’s prognosis about 
whether any of these mea-
sures will save the hospital 
from closure is negative.

Brooklyn Health Part-
ners has pledge to employ 
Long Island College Hospi-
tal staffers at a temporary 
facility, but everybody cur-
rently working there is get-
ting a pink slip soon, the 
state said.

Schexnydre did not re-
spond to a request for com-
ment.

Continued from page 1 

LICH

program of mismanage-
ment,  charging at a March 
31 oversight hearing that 
caseworkers gave incom-
plete information and lost 
paperwork .

“The people taking info 
were not trained — nobody 
was on the same page,” said 
David Wynn, president of a 
homeowners association in 
Seagate.

The web portal will come 
pre-loaded with documents 
already submitted to the pro-
gram and will provide more 
transparency, according to a 
spokeswoman for the may-
or’s Offi ce of Recovery.

Wells said the portal 
sounds promising, but he 
had concerns about privacy.

“If it works, it’s a great 
idea,” he said. “But talk 
about an identity-thief’s 
dream — that’s exactly 
what these reports are. It’s 
every detail of these peo-
ples’ lives.”

The reforms will also 
reduce penalties for accept-
ing relief funding outside of 
Build It Back.

Previously, homeowners 
who accepted relief money 
from other sources might 
have to repay a portion to 
participate in the program, 
but reforms would allow 
them to instead apply that 
so-called “transfer amount” 
to temporary housing costs 
during reconstruction.

Wells said the change 
is a boon, but doesn’t go 
far enough. Build It Back 
counts relief not used for 
actual reconstruction 
when calculating transfer 
amounts — effectively pe-
nalizing participants for 

double-dipping even though 
there was no duplication of 
benefi ts, he said. 

Many applicants re-
ceived insurance checks 
earmarked for reconstruc-
tion and others for replac-
ing household goods and ap-
pliances, but Build It Back 
counts both against the cost 
of reconstruction, so some 
applicants may have to re-
pay the cost of re-stocking 
their homes to take advan-
tage of federal Build It Back 
money, Wells said.

“That is still a huge dis-
crepancy,” he said.

There are two immedi-
ate benefi ts for homeowners 
by way of tax relief. More 
than 1,500 homeowners 
who have already rebuilt 
won’t see their property 
taxes spike, and those with 
vacant properties will see a 
water bill abatement, a city 
spokeswoman said.

The DeBlasio adminis-
tration is also promising 
more interagency collabo-
ration and community en-
gagement through local 
non-profi ts, and will ap-
point a Brooklyn borough 
director specifi cally to 
meet those ends. Changes 
also bulk up the Build It 
Back workforce, including 
dedicating Department of 
Buildings workers to site 
inspections.

Program under 
fi re

Since its inception, 
Build It Back has met criti-
cism for being unwieldy for 
applicants and slow to pay 
out. The program was cre-
ated under the Bloomberg 
administration and at-
tracted more than 25,000 
registrants during the en-
rollment period from June 

2013 to October 2013.
It took almost a year 

before the city began dol-
ing out the more than $1.45 
billion in federal aid to ho-
meowners. So far, just 30 
households have received re-
imbursement for construc-
tion already completed, 
and nine participants have 
begun program-funded con-
struction, a report detailing 
the recovery shows.

In February,  Council-
man Mark Treyger (D–Co-
ney Island) called for the 
city to re-open registration  
after fi nding out that only 
876 out of thousands of Co-
ney Islanders devastated 
by the storm enrolled be-
fore the application period 
closed last year.

A month later, residents 
and lawmakers sounded off 
about the program’s slow 
response during an  over-
sight hearing in the Coun-
cil chamber .

Earlier this month, 
newly minted housing and 
recovery director Amy Pe-
terson toured hard-hit ar-
eas of Coney Island to get a 
feel for how Sandy-stricken 
residents are living.

Treyger, who escorted 
Peterson on the tour, said 
he believes the administra-
tion has a desire to fi x the 
broken program.

“It’s crystallizing for her 
that these people are deal-
ing with not only Sandy’s 
impact but the impact of in-
action,” he said. 

The mayor indicated on 
Thursday that the reform 
package may be the fi rst in 
a series.

“This is an ongoing pro-
cess to say the least,” De-
Blasio said during a press 
conference unveiling the 
reforms.

Continued from page 1 

Reforms
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Deep Tissue Laser Treatment is an innovative, scientifically 
based, therapeutic modality. This new technology 
offers advanced pain relief and expedited healing times 
through a process known as photobiostimulation.

Deep Tissue Laser Treatment delivers, deep, 
penetrating, photonic (light) energy to bring about 
profound physiological changes. ATP (Adenosine-
triphosphate) production is increased, inflammation 
and pain reduced and circulation increased at the site of 
pain. These changes in cellular chemistry are triggered by 
the deep tissue laser making it a true healing modality.

Deep Tissue Laser Therapy does not require the use 
of drugs or surgery, and there are no known side effects 
or risks that may occur with other forms of treatment. 
In addition, it can often achieve results faster than other 
treatment modalities. During the treatment the patient 
will feel a deep soothing warmth. This pleasant sensation 
reassures the patient that the laser is stimulating cellular 
activity.

Lasers have made a remarkable contribution toward 
healthcare, allowing practitioners to treat a variety of 
conditions with the speed of light. As a non-invasive 
tool, the laser is particularly effective for the efficient 
treatment of soft tissue injuries, sprains and strains, and 
a variety of other ailments and pain.

Low Level Laser enhances metabolic activity at the 
cellular level, without generating tissue-damaging heat.

Some of the benefits of laser treatment include:
 Fast reduction of pain 
 Improvement of nerve function
 Reduction of muscle spasms.
 Speeding of tissue repair
 Development of muscle tissue and collagen
 Reduction of inflammation,swelling 

  and scar tissue formation
 Pain reduction immediately 

The Class IV laser, approved by the FDA in 2006, 
packs a punch while remaining non-invasive. The Class 
IV laser is capable of reaching depths of 6 to 9 inches, 
with a treatment beam of up to 3 inches.

Because the Class IV laser reaches deep into the 
tissues, it is ideal for treating sprains and strains, arthritis, 
calcified muscles and fibrotic adhesions, as well as intra-
articular tissues inside of the joints. Its far-reaching 
capabilities also allow the Class IV to achieve results 
in less time than most cold lasers currently used today. 
With treatment times of as little as 5 to 15 minutes, the 
Class IV laser allows many conditions to vastly improve 
within a few visits. Oftentimes, patients find immediate, 
soothing relief that improves with each treatment.

A partial list of the kind of conditions that can be 
helped… 

 Bulging, Slipped Discs 
 Spinal Fusion
 Neck Pain
 Sciatica Pain
 Migraine Headaches
 Back Pain & Spinal Conditions
 Tennis Elbow
 Carpal Tunnel Syndrome 
 Neuropathy Pain
 Bell’s Palsy
 Plantar Fasciitis
 Sports Injuries
 Sprains & Strains
 Knee Pain
 Hamstring Tears
 Arthritic Pain

If you are tired of living with pain and would like 
to see if you qualify for deep tissue laser treatment call 
718-234-6206 for a FREE CONSULTATION right 
now. Dr. Keller has seen such dramatic fast pain relief 
with Deep Tissue Laser Treatment, that she offers one 
FREE treatment to see if you respond and if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new non surgical pain 
relieving treatment. Due to the overwhelming response 
to this type of offer, this offer will be good for the first 
25 callers. If the lines are busy, keep trying. 

Listen to what patients are saying: 
“I had been suffering from knee pain for many 
months before I tried laser treatments using Deep 
Tissue Laser. After just a couple treatments, my knee 
pain was reduced to the point where I can finally 
live a more normal life again. These treatments are 
simply remarkable!” 
 - Jennifer C. 

 “I started treatments with Deep Tissue Laser 
after I had injured my neck in a car accident. The 
treatments allowed me to return to work much more 
quickly than anyone had expected, considering the 
pain I was in. During the treatments, all I felt was a 
warming sensation as the laser was moved across the 
injured area where all my pain was. After just three 
short treatments, my pain was almost totally gone. 
Thanks, Doctor!” 
 - Jason B. 

“The Deep Tissue Laser treatments I received 
dramatically helped my recovery from a broken leg. 
Not only did it help reduce the swelling, the pain 
relief I experienced was nothing short of miraculous. 
My orthopedic doctor was amazed with the results.” 
- John M. 

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller
5911 16th Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11204
brooklynspinecenter.com

718.234.6206
Does not apply to federal beneficiaries 
Copyright © 2009 Martin

Are You Suffering With Severe Constant Pain?
New Laser Light Breakthrough Treatment

 May Reduce Or Even Eliminate Pain 
Of  The Worst Kind In Just Minutes

If you are suffering with severe pain despite all the treatments, that may have failed you 
in the past, you may now have some hope of reducing or even eliminating your pain 

with a new non-surgical, painless laser treatment now available in Brooklyn.

ADVERTISEMENT


