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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
A community space and 

garden in Clinton Hill is fac-
ing a springtime drought af-
ter the city shut off its water.

Advocates for Myrtle 
Village Green, which sits on 
lots owned by the city’s De-
partment of Environmental 
Protection on Myrtle Av-
enue between Franklin and 

Kent avenues, is at logger-
heads with the agency over 
getting its water back after 
it was shut off during the 
winter because of a leak. At 
the same time as the fl ow 
was stymied, the city noti-
fi ed the group that it could 
lose control of the space if it 
fails to banish animals, in-
cluding a dog run, a chicken 

coop, and beehives. The dry 
spell has gardeners of all 
ages praying for rain.

“We really do hope that 
our water gets turned back 
on,” said McKenzie McLean, 
a sixth grader at the Brook-
lyn Urban Garden School 
in Windsor Terrace. “So we 
can freely water our plants 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The city will fi nally repave the 

pothole-plagued stretch of 86th 
Street between 14th and Stillwell 
avenues, offi cials announced on 
May 5.

Residents have complained for 
more than a year about the deteri-
orated state of the street — a con-
dition that the harsh, wet winter 
only made worse.

“It looks worse than the sur-
face of the moon. Every time you 
rode over that street in either a 
car or a bus, your teeth rattled,” 
said longtime Gravesend resident 
Ronald Cohen. “I do not know 
how bus and truck drivers do not 
end up with herniated disks in 
their spines.”

The Department of Trans-
portation says that it will refur-
bish the roadway this summer 
in three stages — the fi rst from 
14th Avenue to 18th Avenue, the 
second from 18th Avenue to Bay 
29th Street, and the third from 
Bay 29th Street to Stillwell Av-
enue. Crews will work at night to 
reduce disruption to traffi c and 
commerce.

“This has been an ongoing 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Denizens of the People’s 

Playground complain that 
Thor Equities — the real es-
tate giant owned by contro-
versial  land baron Joe Sitt  
is giving Coney Island a bad 
image, and dread another 
summer of vacant, trash-
fi lled lots at the heart of the 
amusement district.

A symbol of the blight, 
they say, is the fi rm’s ne-
glected “Welcome to Coney 
Island” sign at the corner 
of Stillwell and Surf ave-
nues, with most of the bulbs 
dead.

“There are so many 
bulbs missing from the 
sign, it’s shameful at this 

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 10Continued on page 9

Transit sleuth 
talks lines that 

never were
BY MAX JAEGER

This transit buff is digging 
deep to unearth the secrets of 
New York’s subway system.

To celebrate the system’s 110th 
birthday, historian and author Joe 
Raskin will sit down with WNYC’s 
transportation reporter at the New 
York Transit Museum on May 13 
to talk about the various plans for 
subway lines that never material-
ized. The scribe who penned “The 
Routes Not Taken: A Trip Through 
New York City’s Unbuilt Subway 
System” gave this paper the run-
down on a few paths that never 

Continued on page 10
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WATERWORKS: Myrtle Vil-
lage Garden planters are ask-
ing the city to turn their water 
back on. Photo by Alec Jacobson

COME SO FAR: Transit historian Joe Raskin stands in front of his local subway station and shows off an early rapid 
transit expansion plan. The lines running today’s F and G trains had not even been imagined yet. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

He’s Sitt-ing vacant City plugs Myrtle garden’s H20

Potholes 
be gone 
on 86th

TALES OF THE 
GHOST-TRAINS
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GET ALLERGY RELIEF!
The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology

Hay Fever?  Asthma?  Sinusitis?  
Chronic Cough?  Itchy Eyes?  Sneezing?

Board Certified in Adult & Pediatric Allergy & Asthma

Faster Diagnosis Means Faster Relief!

718-444-8014

New Patients 

Welcome

Most Insurance 
Plans Accepted

*Payments based on 8.95% annual percentage rate with automatic loan payments. Rates are based on credit worthiness.  
Other rates and terms available. Higher loan amounts available. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

BY MAX JAEGER
A Bergen Beach woman 

is nursing her small busi-
ness into an empire.

Her company, Me Beau 
Bébé, sells breast-feeding 
blankets with a discrete 
mesh window at the top 
that lets moms nurse with 
modesty while maintain-
ing eye-contact with their 
children. The inventor said 
she got the idea when her 
family came to celebrate 
her son’s birth and she kept 
having to leave the party to 
feed the boy.

“I thought, ‘why can’t I 
have fun while at the same 
time being a mom?’ ” said 
Miosotis Melucci, the blan-
ket’s creator.

The mesh window lets 
women keep an eye on their 
infants while allowing them 
to feed discretely, Melucci 
said. The matronly mantles 
prevent the all-too-common 
embarrassment of drop-
ping a conventional nurs-
ing blanket in the midst of 
feeding, which often occurs 
when moms have to fuss 
with other blankets to see 
what their babies are doing 
underneath.

Being a business owner 
is a new experience for 
Melucci, who came to New 
York City from the Domini-
can Republic when she was 
a teenager, but she’s getting 
a schooling on businesses 
with help from the Colum-
bia-Harlem Small Business 
Center, which helps entre-
preneurs develop ideas into 
marketable products. The 
advice she got was invalu-
able, she said.

Days before fi nalizing 
a production order with 
an overseas manufacturer 
in 2012, Melucci brought a 
prototype to the center for 
evaluation, said her men-
tor, Daniel McQuade. He 
convinced her to hold off 

n the order and show the 
blanket to focus groups at 
baby stores fi rst — a move 
that saved the novice entre-
preneur from an expensive 
mistake.

“Although everybody 
loved the idea, they hated 
the product,” McQuade 
said.

Melucci found that 
stores wanted products 
made with organic mate-
rials that were manufac-
tured close to home, so she 
changed her product specs 
and producer. Me Beau Bé-
bé’s blankets are now made 
at a factory in Manhattan 
from organic cotton grown 
in California. 

Her Brooklyn-based 

company now employs fi ve 
people and provides work 
for another 10 at the Man-
hattan factory, Melucci 
said.

The skylight-equipped 
nursing blankets retail 
for $79, and Melucci’s fi rst 
 Amazon.com  order rolled 
in on May 2. Now the bud-
ding Bergen Beach busi-
nesswoman is working on 
a fi nancial plan to pitch to 
investors.

Going from being a 
housewife to a CEO has 
been an adjustment accord-
ing to Melucci, but her real 
challenge — inspiration — 
came well before.

“My life changed when I 
became a mama,” she said.

Maternal mantle marketed to modest mothers

PEEKABOO!: (Above) Miosotis 
Melucci’s Me Beau Bebe breast-
feeding blanket lets moms 
keep an eye on their infants as 
they feed. (Right) The nursing 
blankets are made with organic 
materials in New York City. 
 Photos by Elizabeth Graham

Bergen Beach woman’s 
breast-feed biz booming

 Courier Life Classifieds
call (718) 260—2555
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Borough President Adams wants to re-

zone nearly the entire length of Broadway 
so that developers can build taller, bigger 
buildings in exchange for providing so-
called “affordable” housing. 

Adams hopes to apply the zoning 
changes the city made to a small section 
of Broadway in Bedford-Stuyvesant a few 
years ago to the entire four-mile corri-
dor, saying on the expected eve of Mayor 
DeBlasio unveiling his citywide housing 
plan that it would be a smart way to stack 
up cheap digs and uplift the neighbor-
hoods along one of the borough’s main 
thoroughfares.

Dead cetacean bobs in Narrows

BY MAX JAEGER
As warm weather arrives 

in earnest, the Community 
Newspaper Group’s adventure 
corespondent — yours truly 
— and a companion headed to 
Floyd Bennett Field — Brook-
lyn’s portion of the Gateway 
National Recreation Area — to 
scope out all the outdoorsy fun 
to be had in Brooklyn’s only 
national park.

To get to Floyd Bennett 
Field, we set out towards Ja-
maica Bay on bicycles, taking 
advantage of the Ocean Park-
way bike path and Avenue U 
before a jaunt on the Jamaica 
Bay Greenway dropped us at 
our destination.

Two uncharacteristically 
friendly federal employees at 
the Ryan Visitor’s Center — 
originally the former airport’s 
control tower — gave us a run-
down of the rules and pointed 
out the park’s offerings on a 
map. On offer was an archery 
range, kayak launches, and, 
appropriately for a nature pre-
serve in the fl ight path of John 
Fitzgerald Kennedy Airport, 
a remote-control car track. 
One ranger explained that the 
campgrounds would be sleepy 
this weekend, but will wake up 
when summer hits, leaving all 
30 tent sites and 20 recreational 
vehicle hookups booked for 
several months straight.

After checking in, a short 
pedal down one of the defunct 
airport and naval station’s 
runways brought us to the 
campgrounds, where we came 

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Authorities believe that a 30-foot-long ceta-

cean that washed up near the Brooklyn Army 
Terminal on May 5 may have fallen prey to 
that most feared of all predators haunting the 
open sea — a Norwegian Cruise line ship.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration fi shery service — the govern-
ment agency charged with overseeing the ac-
tivities of large marine mammals in Ameri-
can shipping routes — said that one of the 
Scandinavian vacation boats reported strik-
ing a whale and dragging it into the harbor on 
May 4. The boat reported to the agency that the 
beast hit was a Sei whale — the third-largest 
species of plankton-eating marine mammals 
on the planet — just like the one that drifted to 
the docks near 58th Street a day later.

“The animal fi ts the description of the animal 
that was reported to us over the weekend,” said 
agency spokeswoman Marjorie Mooney-Seus.

Mooney-Seus said that preliminary exam-
ination indicated that the animal — a female 
— suffered a blunt force trauma on to its right 
side. Eyewitnesses told our sister publication 
the  New York Post that the beast appeared to 
have a large gash across its body . 

A citizen spotted the huge carcass around 
9:30 am, and called the police. The NYPD con-
tacted the Army Corps of Engineers, which 
sent a crane-equipped drift-collection vessel 
to tow away the expired carcass at 9:45 am. 

“The Corps of Engineers is committed to 
working with our partners in and around the 
New York Harbor to collect items, whether it’s 
a deceased whale or driftwood or other drift 
and debris, that could potentially be hazardous 
to marine navigation,” said spokesman Chris 
Gardner.

Experts told the Post that the Hudson River 
is along the Sei whale’s normal migratory 
route. But Gardner said it was abnormal to 
fi nd a whale past the Narrows — except when 
accidentally struck by a boat and dragged in.

“Whales generally do not naturally swim 
in the harbor, though it’s often the case that 
a whale found in the harbor like this has been 
brought into the harbor on the bow of a large 
vessel,” said Gardner, though he added that 
there is no evidence that this is what happened 
to the cetacean discovered this morning. 

This isn’t the fi rst time that a warm-blooded 
creature from the deep has died on Brook-
lyn’s shores. A baby Minke whale  nicknamed 

HOT DOG!: (Above) Elana Ehrenberg enjoys a roaring campfi re while camping at Floyd Bennett Field’s camping 
grounds. Unseen is reporter Max Jaeger, who held the wieners — and shot the two photos below of the camp 
site (left) and an old runway (right). Community Newspaper Group / Max Jaeger

Roughing it Brooklyn style

Weird way to 
whale watch

THAR SHE BLOWS: A dead whale washed up in the 
Brooklyn Army Terminal on May 5. 
 Photo by Edwin Lopez

Our reporter camps out for a night at Floyd Bennett Field

Beep: Put high-rises along J-train tracks

UPON BROADWAY: Borough President Adams wants skyscrapers built along the length of the 
elevated J and Z tracks over Broadway. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 9 Continued on page 6
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
This brew bubbling between 

the Coney Island and Newtown 
creeks will get you buzzed in 
more ways than 
one. 

The coffee 
snobs at Green-
point’s Cafe 
Grumpy are join-
ing forces with Co-
ney Island Lager to 
create a new coffee-
beer blend due to de-
but this fall — a pump-
kin-spice espresso ale. 
The makers of the People’s 
Playground’s hometown brew 
said they reached out to several 
Brooklyn enterprises about a 
collaboration, but the Meserole 
Avenue roaster, famous for its 
central role on the hit Home 
Box Offi ce show “Girls,” perked 
up right away.

“We reached out to a bunch 
of businesses and some of them 
were just like, ‘Huh? What are 
you talking about?’ ” said Alan 

Newman, president and founder 
of Burlington-based Alchemy 
and Magic, which  bought Co-
ney Island Lager last year . “But 

Grumpy, they were re-
ally enthusiastic — they 
jumped at the chance.”

The java gurus 
said they were eager 
to blend their beans 
with another borough 

business’ wares and 
were impressed at Co-
ney Island Lager’s 

attention to de-
tail during the de-

velopment process.
“They treat ev-

ery ingredient really 
seriously. It’s not just 
a fl avoring they throw 
in there,” said Grumpy 
founder Caroline Bell.

The result, Bell said, 
was a caffeine-laced ale like 
no other.

“It’s two things that people 
like to drink, together. It’s fun. 
We taste this coffee every day, 

but it’s interesting to taste it in 
a beer,” said Bell. “It’s very sub-
tle, complex, unexpected.”

The cold-coffee collabora-
tion will be brewed this au-
tumn in a small batch, which is 
the embodiment of what New-
man envisions for the planned 
seaside Coney Island Lager 
brewer, which he hopes to open 
by winter 2015. The main brew-
ing and bottling plant will be in 
Florida, but the Sodom by the 

Sea suds-works will 
be a laboratory 

for new ideas 
and fl avors to 
be made and dis-

tributed locally.
“We want it to 

be a place where 
anybody can come 

in with a concept 
for a beer, and we’ll 

work with them to 
develop it and produce 

i t , ” said Newman. “It’s going 
to be a small-scale place, not a 
major facility.”

Coney Island Lager and Grumpy Coffee mix two of borough’s favorite drinks

Beer and coffee, together at last  

MIXOLOGY: Liam Singer, head roaster for Cafe Grumpy, is collaborating with Coney Island 
Brewing Company to make an espresso pumpkin ale. Photo by Elizabeth Graham
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You may be thinking “What IS 
going to happen to me if I can’t find 
a solution to my back pain or leg 
pain?” The answer to your question 
starts out hopeful. I’ll just go to my 
doctor and he will take care of me. 
He will know what to do. But then 
something very odd happens to 
you. You discover your primary care 
physician is not really well equipped 
to handle that job. He or she is very 
busy treating infections, diabetes, 
heart conditions and the like, which 
they are very well equipped to 
handle. This is very apparent with 
your resulting drug prescription for 
Soma muscle relaxers and Norco, 
Neurontin or any other of the various 
prescribed pain medications. You then 
take the drugs soon to feel strangely 
like you’re not altogether “there” or 
you immediately are sick, feel nausea 
and vomit the drugs as fast as you 
swallowed them. When you get sick 
of that (pardon the pun! I couldn’t 
resist), you go back to your doctor 
looking for another more appealing 
treatment. This time it’s physical 
therapy. The thing you already can’t 
do!! You already can’t bend over, twist, 
lift things, and now they want you to 
do more of it with a bunch of other 
back pain sufferers! Gimme a break. 
Now, you’ve really had it. You try the 
chiropractor and either you feel better 
for a little while only to have the pain 
return, or worse nothing happens at 
all. Or even worse than that, after 
your treatment you have MORE 
pain (not because chiropractic does 
not work..your condition is just too 
deteriorated or severe). Then you try 
acupuncture because you read in a 
magazine it could help pain. You then 
realize sticking a bunch of needles in 
you will not magically remove the 
bulging disc that is smashing your 
nerve and causing you pain.
You try massage as you read on the 
internet massage may help alleviate 
back pain...only to be disappointed. 
You’re now beginning to feel 
desperate. Back to your primary 
care doctor to tell him about your 
adventures hoping he will have a 
different answer this time. He does. 

“We can inject pain drugs through 
a big needle into your spine.” You 
cringe in fear and reluctantly agree 
at this point. “NOW I will be fixed.” 
Or at least that’s what you’ve been led 
to believe. You have either no pain 
relief, some pain relief, a whole lot of 
pain relief or it makes you have more 
pain. The second pain shot (oh, yes 
there will be a second and a third) 
is usually less effective or not at all 
and requires another one. You come 
to the realization that pain shots will 
not fix the disc bulge or herniation 
still smashing your delicate nerves 
causing you pain. Finally, your doctor 
recommends you see a “Specialist” 
(Back Surgeon) and he can do risky 
surgery. If you’ve read the latest article 
in the Journal Of American Medical 
Association*, you will see surgery 
patients and non surgery patients 
turned out the same ! Why even do 
the surgery ? Risk of paralysis, death, 
infections, more pain. No thanks. 
So. Back to the question. What are 
YOU going to do if you are stuck 
between serious back pain or leg 
pain or surgery? Great News! A new 
extremely effective non surgical 
new back pain treatment is now 
available in Brooklyn. If you are 
suffering from back pain or leg pain, 

having pain at the belt line, fire down 
your legs, numb legs, feet or toes or 
feel like a knife is stuck in your back 
you owe to yourself to check out this 
new procedure.

Finally, Some Good News! If 
you’ve been suffering with back pain 
or arm/leg pain caused by a disc 
bulge, disc herniation or squashed 
or compressed discs.

My name is Dr. Melinda Keller and 
I’ve successfully treated hundreds of 
patients with spinal decompression 
so there’s no reason your back 
problem should be any different.

In fact, I’m so confident we can help 
you, I’m willing to back it up...but 
not with empty promises.

I GUARANTEE you will only be 
accepted into our program IF YOU 
QUALIFY for the treatment AFTER 
having THE MOST THOROUGH  
AND COMPREHENSIVE 
ASSESSMENT YOU HAVE EVER 
HAD or I will buy you lunch! (I 
haven’t bought one yet!)

Yes! I am very confident, but I can’t 
help EVERYBODY. You see, there’s 

a very small percentage of folks we 
can’t help. Here’s what a couple 
applicants said after I told them 
both I couldn’t help them:

“I was treated very well by the staff. 
The doctors actually listened to me and 
I thought they would rush me out of the 
office but didn’t, despite the fact I wasn’t 
a candidate. The exam I had was very 
thorough, more so than any doctor I 
have seen yet. The doctor explained 
things to me that no one else ever has.”
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

“Meeting with the doctor, we discussed 
and viewed if I was truly a candidate for 
the treatment. The doctor let me know 
I was not a candidate but did leave the 
door open for me to seek her services 
in the future if I thought I needed her 
services.
Non-Candidate
Brooklyn, NY

And that’s why I’m offering a limited 
time…

The FREE 17 Point 
“Damaged-Disc” 

Qualifying Assessment

That’s right, no charge and no 
obligation to buy or do anything. 
But you will find out if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new 
disc treatment. You won’t be left 
wondering if decompression could 
have eliminated your pain.

At your FREE Assessment we’ll 
check out your: ligaments, muscle 
activity, hips, pain levels, reflex 
response, discs, tendons, spine, 
pelvis, x-rays or mri, range of 
motion, nerve function

Expires December 30, 2009

Just read what a few of our 
patients that have been through 
the procedure had to say:
“I suffered with lower back pain and 
leg pain for 2 years. I tried physical 
therapy, acupuncture, spinal injections 

but none of it worked. After receiving 
spinal decompression treatment, my 
pain has been totally eliminated and 
I can now walk much better.” 
Lincoln Leung
Brooklyn, NY

I felt like a truck ran over me. I was in 
such pain it was unbelievable. I gotta tell 
you, so far I’ve had 7 or 8 treatments, 
and I feel 100% better. I live aways 
away but worth every mile to come 
here.” 
Fabienne Alexander - Retired
Brooklyn, NY

I saw several different doctors, medical 
doctors, chiropractors and other 
various treatments with no results. I 
had a couple bad discs. I immediately 
started feeling much, much better and 
the back pain decreased. At the end of 
my treatments my pain is almost non-
existent.” 
Burt Mclvain
Brooklyn, NY

“After reading the full page article in 
the paper, I was skeptical of the positive 
results of a treatment for degenerative 
disc that might show pain relief My wife 
and I decided to make an appointment 
for the no charge (nothing to lose) 
17 point evaluation. Guess What! 
Following only my third treatment, I 
was virtually pain free. I cannot thank 
the doctor and her staff enough as I am 
pain free! 
Bud Hillis
Brooklyn, NY

Call 
718-234-6206 

Today! 
Dr. Melinda Keller

5911 16th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11204

Visit: 
brooklynspinecenter.com

*JAMA 2008: 296(20):2441-2450
This offer does not apply to federal 
beneficiaries or CAN members

How To Avoid Risky Back Surgery With  
A Breakthrough Non Surgical 

Treatment And Get Out Of Pain Fast
Here’s how the newest breakthrough non-surgical back pain 

and sciatica treatment may end your pain and solve 
your herniated, bulging or degenerated disc pain problems…

ADVERTISEMENT

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller 
Brooklyn, NY 11204
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problem in the commu-
nity for a long time, and 
people were very upset 
because it has created a 
dangerous situation for 
pedestrians and vehi-
cles,” said Assemblyman 
Bill Colton (D–Benson-
hurst). “I am very happy 
that DOT is finally ad-
dressing this problem.”

But residents say 
still more work will 
need to be done on 
the thoroughfare be-
fore the ride to Dyker 
Heights gets completely 
smoothed out.

“The avenue beyond 
New Utrecht Avenue to 

the west is in poor con-
dition also, all the way 
to 12th Avenue,” Cohen 
said.

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2014 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

Kids Zumba for charity
BY MAX JAEGER

PS 236 in Mill Basin 
took a morning off from 
the classroom on May 7 
to educate students on 
healthy living and physi-
cal fi tness. The Avenue U 
primary school pupils took 
part in a massive Zumba 
fi tness class to celebrate 
raising more than $1,200 
for the American Cancer 
Society’s Relay for Life.

“There were 700 kids — it 
was fantastic,” said Relay for 
Life organizer Joe Gillette.

The classes are part 
of a district-wide health 
education effort the Relay 
is spearheading, and the 
group has already visited 
more than a dozen schools 
in District 22 to talk about 
healthy living and exer-
cise. Thanks to warmer 
weather, Wednesday’s ses-

sion was the fi rst time this 
year such an event could 
be held outside, which al-
lowed the whole school to 
participate in two blocks 
rather than class by class, 
Gillette said.

Harbor Fitness instruc-
tor Krista Witkowski led 
students, teachers, and 
administrators in two ses-
sions of the part-dance-part-
aerobics exercise routine.

upon as eclectic a mix of 
neighbors as one can fi nd 
in Brooklyn. Here was a 
group of plaid-clad dads 
bonding with their toddler 
daughters over s’mores, 
there a dozen Russians and 
Ukranians ignoring inter-
national tensions to swill 
cognac together and play 
charades, and yonder sat a 
loner hunched over his fi re, 
enjoying the solitude, such 
as it was. 

After setting up our tent, 
we wandered around the 
airfi eld, looking at the old 
hangars and making our 
way to the park’s nature 
trails.

Secluded though the 
trails appeared, we could 
still hear a disc jockey 
bumping Top 40 hits for  a 
5k run at nearby Aviator 
Sports Complex  and there 
was the frequent roar of jets 
taking off and landing at the 
very-much-active airport 
next door.

Some ominous clouds 
and a brief rain sent us 
back to camp to build a 
fire before things got too 
soggy. The park maintains 
a hefty firewood pile at the 
campground entrance, so 
scavenging in the woods 
is not necessary.

In fact, scavenging for 
timber is not allowed in 
the park, and the logs pro-
vided are rather large, so 
you may want to bring 

your own starter. For this 
your humble narrator 
would recommend hitting 
up your local laundromat 
— dryer lint makes for 
light, compactible, and 
highly combustible kin-
dling.

After the campfi re was 
crackling, we roasted some 
Nathan’s Famous hotdogs 
and waited for the stars 
to come out. A few peeked 
out of the black, but New 
York’s immense glow over-
powered most of the night 
sky. We visited with some 
of our neighbors before 
turning in early.

The next morning, we 
packed up and headed 
to Marine Park to do 
some kayaking. A vendor 
there rents hourly and by 

the day. We paddled to-
ward Gerritsen inlet and 
the Belt Parkway, but a 
brisk headwind deterred 
us, and we stopped on a 
shell-lined sandbar of the 
creek’s central island and 
had lunch. West across the 
water, a dirt bike buzzed 
through the section of the 
park bordering Gerritsen 
Beach.

Having had our fi ll of 
the sea, we mounted up 
and started the ride home 
by way of Canarsie. The Ja-
maica Bay Greenway took 
us to the Canarsie Pier — 
also part of the Gateway 
National Recreation Area. 
There we eyed  the local 
anglers  before hopping 
onto E. 94th Street toward 
home.

Camping
Continued from page 3Continued from page 1 

Holes

POTHOLE POLITICS: Coun-
cilmember Mark Treyger and 
Assemblyman Bill Colton 
have convinced the city to 
repave a wretched stretch of 
86th Street.

“The Broadway corridor 
is an untapped opportunity 
to expand Brooklyn’s af-
fordable housing capacity 
and to unlock the poten-
tial of Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
Bushwick, Ocean Hill, and 
Williamsburg,” Adams 
said. “Now is the time for us 
to reexamine our borough’s 
zoning and identify oppor-
tunities for responsible de-
velopment.”

The stretch of Broad-
way between Myrtle and 
Saratoga avenues in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant allows  
developers to build bigger 
in exchange for renting 
one fi fth of the building’s 
apartments at a below-
market rate. The scheme 
allows developers to erect 
structures with a fi fth 
more fl oor space if they in-
clude low-rent units than if 
they do not.

Adams wants to apply 
that system all the way from 
the Williamsburg Bridge to 
Broadway Junction.

The city could opt to 
change zoning rules piece-
meal according to commu-
nity board districts or the 

Council and DeBlasio could 
team up to make the change 
in one shot. 

Some housing activists 
are concerned that a zon-
ing change could stir up 
gentrifi cation despite the 
Beep’s stated good inten-
tions. 

“Encouraging market-
rate- and above-market-rate 
development in low-income 
neighborhoods brings with 
it many negative impacts 
for long-standing resident 
communities,” said activist 
Brigette Blood. “This type of 
rezoning proposal must hold 
developers accountable to 
their true impact.”

Neither party discussing 
the plan mentioned what ef-
fect the dirty, loud, dark, 
and constantly shaking 
street environment that the 
elevated J, M, and Z trains 
create along the length of 
Broadway would have on 
the feasibility of such an 
initiative.

Mayor DeBlasio had said 
he would unveil his plan to 
create 200,000 below-mar-
ket-rate apartments in the 
next decade on May 1, but 
postponed it, apparently to 
fi nalize a new, nine-year 
contract for public school 
teachers.

He released  the plan  on 
Monday. Among its many 
recommendations are calls 
for building upwards along 
Atlantic Avenue in East 
New York, which the plan 
says “offers the greatest 
opportunity for higher-
density, mixed-use develop-
ment with several large op-
portunity sites.”

The thoroughfare that 
stretches from the New York 
Harbor to Queens drew a 
less rosy review from Car-
roll Gardens poet and re-
cent Pulitzer Prize winner 
Vijay Seshadri who, in his 
16-page “Personal Essay” 
describes it as “a wound.”

He writes:
“The fact they make 

people live here/on Atlantic 
Avenue, reveals as nothing 
else can/the criminality of 
the social order.”

Fulton Street and Pit-
kin Avenue in East New 
York also got hot-spot des-
ignation in the mayor’s 
plan, which does not de-
mand a particular ratio of 
below-market-rate hous-
ing in all new develop-
ments, but instead calls 
for a case-by-case negotia-
tion between the city and 
developers, which is what 
is done now.

High-rises
Continued from page 3

FUN IN THE SUN: Harbor Fitness instructor Krista Witkowski leads students from PS 236 in a 
Zumba class. Photo by Steve Solomonson
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Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

MOTHER’S DAY SPECIALS

 Cup of any Chowder or Bisque (add $4)  Key Lime Pie or Chocolate Cake (add $4)

SINGLE  
$24 + TAX 
INCLUDES: 
 1¼ lb Lobster  

(steamed or broiled)
 French Fries, Sweet Potato Fries  

or Lettuce & Tomato Salad 
 Cole Slaw

TWIN  
$44 + TAX 

INCLUDES: 
 (Two) 1¼ lb Lobsters  
(steamed or broiled)

 (Two) French Fries, Sweet Potato 
Fries or Lettuce & Tomato Salad 

 Cole Slaw

Market Specials & Menu Online: Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 Knapp St. & Belt Pkwy (Exit 9 or 9a) Sheepshead Bay BKLYN

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across from the UA Movies)

Hours: Sun.–Thurs. 9am–10pm  Fri. & Sat. 9am–11pm
1-800-404-CLAW FREE 

PARKING

ZAGAT  
RATED  
EXCELLENT

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
LOBSTER DOCK RESTAURANT

3 $39F
O
R

LOBSTER SALE

GUARANTEED TO AVERAGE 
OVER 1 1/4 LBS EACH

OTHER SIZES
AVAILABLE

LIVE OR STEAMED
NO LIMIT

RETAIL
MARKET ONLY

Exp. 5/24/14

Exp. 5/24/14

STARTS 
5/8/14

STARTS 
5/8/14

Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, 
pain or wounds. Z is a new body-sculpting procedure designed to 
remove fat and contour the body without invasive surgery. ZERONA® 
allows you to continue your daily activities without interruptions 
from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing the 
Low Level Laser (FDA cleared for laser body contouring to emulsify 
far which them releases into the interstitial space. The excess fat 

is passed through the body during its normal 
course of detoxification. The ZERONA® procedure 
was proven through a double-blind, randomized, 
multi-site, and placebo controlled study in which 
patients average loss of 3.64 inches, and some 
lost as much as 9 inches compared to the placebo 
group that lost only half an inch.

REDUCE FAT, REMOVE INCHES
“What if I told you this cutting-edge device could melt inches 
off your waist and keep them off for good.” — Doctor Oz

talking about the ZERONA® LipoLaser

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, hips and thighs 
and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight loss program — we are targeting 
adipose tissue and not taking off excess water weight. Results vary individually.

ZERONA®  WORKSHOP
When: Tuesday, May 13th, 6:15pm — 8pm

Where:
Cost: FREE

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York
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BY MEGAN RIESZ
The state okayed the clo-

sure of a Park Slope old folks 
home without stopping to 
think that its eviction of el-
derly residents could mean 
their demise, a lawsuit by 
angry relatives claims.

Families and friends of 
seniors living in the Pros-
pect Park Residence on 
Grand Army Plaza are su-
ing the state Department 
of Health and the owner of 
the 134-unit facility, which 
is set to close next month 
after just  90 days notice . 
Management says that the 
nursing home was too cash-
strapped to keep open, but 
the litigants argue that the 
sudden exit will cost their 
loved ones the medical care 
they need to survive. Add-

ing insult to possibly mor-
tal injury is the fact that the 
landlord has failed to keep 
up services since dropping 
the eviction bomb, accord-
ing to a woman who signed 
onto the suit on behalf of 
her 89-year-old dad, an Al-
zheimer’s patient.

“It’s very traumatic to 
uproot someone with Al-
zheimer’s,” said Jennifer 
Stock, daughter of resident 
Jack Stock. “They don’t have 
the apparatus for coping 
with that kind of change in 
the way that someone who 
doesn’t have that illness 
would.”

There are very few as-
sisted-living facilities in 
the area that are affordable 
and do not have wait-lists, 
according to Stock. The ag-

grieved lady also said she 
is working with a lawyer to 
get back a $4,000 fee that she 
paid to the facility to move 
in her father one year ago, 
claiming that the bosses 
knew the place was going 
to close and accepted her 
money anyway.

“I never would have 
moved him in there and 
paid that pretty high free if 
I didn’t think he could live 
there for the rest of his life,” 
she said. “In retrospective, 
it seems pretty fraudulent.”

Another woman is also 
suing on behalf of her 
97-year-old father, a Ho-
locaust survivor who has 
been living in the facility 
for more than three years 
and does not know that it 
is closing. She said Pros-

pect Park Residence offers 
a lot of freedoms compared 
to other nursing homes 
— there is no curfew and 
family members can visit 
anytime, to name a few. It 
would be close to impossi-
ble to transport her dad to 
another facility because the 
move would be so disorient-
ing, she added.

“There are a lot of peo-
ple like my father for whom 
moving is an impossible op-
tion and would only mean 
that he would go downhill,” 
said the daughter, who 
asked to remain anony-
mous. 

“It’s worth fi ghting to 
have his right to stay.” 

The facility pledged to 
help the elderly tenants 
fi nd new digs, but manag-

ers have only sent scant 
e-mails announcing other 
nursing home tours and 
have not addressed indi-
vidual needs of tenants, 
according to the lawsuit. 
The residence’s landlord 
has also failed to tell resi-
dents’ families that he can-
not close the place down 
until everyone has another 
place to live, according to 
a lawyer for the plaintiffs 
who said the state Depart-
ment of Health is also to 

blame for signing off on 
the emptying-out.

“The Department of 
Health knew that there 
were insuffi cient alterna-
tive placements for resi-
dents at the Prospect Park 
Residence and yet the DOH 
rubber-stamped a com-
pletely inadequate plan,” 
said Legal Aid Society rep 
Judith Goldiner.

A Prospect Park Resi-
dence manager could not be 
reached for comment.

Lawsuit alleges that shutting facility could kill seniors

CAN’T HOLD US DOWN: Jennifer Stock (seated) is suing the state 
to keep her father, Jack, in Prospect Park Residence with his aide, 
Selima Hosein. Photo by Alec Jacobson

Nursing home closure 
is challenged in court

General Admission $50 
Reserved $75  Ringside $100

VIP TABLES AVAILABLE 
Doors open at 6:00 pm and first bout is 7:00 pm 
For more information call 718 209 1010 or finalforumboxing.com

To Purchase tickets online go to eventbrite.com

SAL MUSUMECI’S FINAL FORUM PRESENTS 
 

 
 

“A REVOLUTION IN BOXING” 

PAC PLEX / JUDAH BROS. ARENA & B.C. 
1500 Paerdegat Avenue N • Brooklyn, NY 11236

  ALSO ON THE CARD  
DELEN PARSLEY  DAVID “FLATS” STARKS 

DAVID VALYKEO  OBEY BAKARE 
MARLON “THE BABY FACE ASSASSIN” BROWN

MAMA’S BOY DENNIS DOUGLIN  BECKFORD BROTHERS

$

INCLUDING  
UNDEFEATED

NATU VISICIA

Featuring Staten Island’s Own  
ANTHONY CARAMANNO
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“Sludgie” famously mean-
dered into the Gowanus Ca-
nal in 2007  and died after 
striking submerged rocks. 
 Sludgie’s skull returned to 

the neighborhood as part 
of an educational exhibit in 
January . 

Numerous dolphins have 
expired in the borough, 
most recently in November 
of last year, when  one died 
in the Coney Island Creek . 
Another  dolphin died in 

the fetid Gowanus Canal in 
January 2013 , and two more 
were found dead on Coney 
Island beach last year —  a 
baby in February  and  an 
adult last July .  And  a dol-
phin swam up the noxious 
Newtown Creek  to its death 
in 2010.

point. It’s the fi rst thing vis-
itors see when they get off 
the train,” said Coney’s self-
declared mayor Dick Zigun, 
founder of Sideshows by the 
Seashore. 

Zigun also railed against 
the lack of upkeep of Thor’s 
properties along Bowery 
Street.

“The problem with the 
lots is that they’re dirty, 
they have garbage. I re-
ally wish they would clean 
them up, cover them, bring 
in rides, bring in anything 
that contributes to the 
neighborhood,” he said.

Thor bought the plots 
during its early 2000s spend-
ing spree, when it acquired 
13 acres of the amusement 
district, including the now-
defunct park Astroland — 
where Luna Park stands 
today. 

The parcels were home 
to  McCullough’s Kiddie 
Park for more than three 
decades , but Sitt whittled 
McCullough’s footprint 
to a fraction of its former 
size by refusing to renew 
leases on the various lots 
as they expired. When the 
final contract came up in 
2012, the last remnant of 
the funzone got the boot — 
leaving the space totally 
deserted. 

Sitt briefl y rented the 
space between Stillwell Av-
enue and W. 15th Street to 
 Cha Cha’s Steeplechase Fun 
Park , but the theme park 
was destroyed in Hurricane 
Sandy and has since sat va-
cant, steadily accumulating 
rubbish.

Business leaders said 
they have begged Thor to 
remove the gathering gar-
bage, and were success-
ful in getting the fi rm to 
do a cursory clean-up two 
months ago. But more trash 
soon accumulated, again 
making the heart of the fa-
mous amusement area look 
blighted as the summer sea-
son approaches.

With Thor seeming to 
take little responsibility 

for the property, neigh-
bors think the only remedy 
would be a new tenant.

“We are hoping some 
development will come to 
those lots sooner rather 
than later, and they’ll be 
cleaned up, and spruced 
up like the rest of Coney 
Island,” said Dennis Vour-
deris, co-owner of Deno’s 
Wonder Wheel Park and 
president of the Alliance 
for Coney Island business 
group.

But given Sitt’s track re-
cord, few expect the lots to 
see any development while 
he owns them.

Sitt kicked out Astroland 
and nearly all of his other 
tenants in 2008, turning 
Coney Island — which the 
Bloomberg Administration 
had hoped to revitalize — into 
a ghost town. After former 
Councilman Domenic Rec-
chia helped block the use of 
eminent domain to seize the 
fallow land, the city agreed in 
2009 to cough up more than 
$95.6 million to buy less than 
seven acres of Sitt’s property 
so that development could go 
forward. That left Sitt with 
a tidy $50 million taxpayer-
funded profi t, while retain-
ing sizable holdings in the 
center of the renewed amuse-
ment area.

Real estate experts 
suggest that Sitt may be 
holding his remaining 
properties hostage from 
development in the hope 
of another payday from a 
frustrated city.

“I would guess he’s hold-

ing onto them waiting for 
the city to buy him out 
again,” said leading Peo-
ple’s Playground real estate 
broker Joe Vitacco. “He’s a 
fl ipper. He holds onto it a lit-
tle longer than the average 
fl ipper.”

Vitacco pointed that the 
lots lie between the larger 
part of Luna Park and the 
funzone’s newest and biggest 
attractions — the new  Thun-
derbolt roller coaster  due to 
open this summer, and the 
recently-restored  B&B Car-
ousell . Luna Park also op-
erates  the lighting system 
of the Parachute Jump , and 
hopes to  build a water park  
next door to the new Thun-
derbolt. The broker said it 
would make sense for Luna 
Park to expand into Sitt’s 
parcels in between.

Curiously,  a document 
on Thor Equities’ website 
from about 2012  — which 
appears to be promoting its 
storefront spaces on Surf 
Avenue — labels the vacant 
lots as “Luna Park Exten-
sion.”

But the bigs at Luna 
Park said they have 
never even been able to 
get Thor on the phone to 
talk about possible real 
estate deals.

“Four years we’ve been 
in Coney Island, and we 
have not been able to talk to 
Joe Sitt,” said Valerio Fer-
rari, president of Central 
Amusements International, 
which runs Luna Park.

Thor did not respond to 
repeated calls for comment. 

Continued from page 1 

Sitt

SITT-UATION VACANT: People’s Playground leaders complain that 
Thor Equities’s properties off Stillwell Avenue are lying fallow for 
yet another summer. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Italian
Restaurant

& Caterer

Treat Mom to a

overlooking Sheepshead Bay

Mother’s Day at

il Fornetto

Mother’s Day Brunch Menu 
$2695 per person plus tax and gratuity
Available seatings: 11 a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 12 p.m. 

Kids Brunch $1295

Mother’s Day Prix Fixe Menu 
$4295 per person plus tax and gratuity

Available from 1 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Kids Menu $1495

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED

il Fornetto Restaurant
2902 Emmons Ave, Sheepshead Bay 

(Btwn Nostrand and E29th Street)

www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

On Premise Valet Parking

Whale
Continued from page 3
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and they can be happy.”
The spacious plot was 

an empty lot for decades 
and neighbors had been 
trying to get access to it 
for 20 years when the city 
fi nally relented in 2012, of-
fering green thumbs a two-
year, rent-free lease that 
expires this July. The dirt 
patch contains an access 
point for one of the city’s 
water mains, and is owned 
by the environmental pro-
tection agency. Volunteers 
have since transformed the 
place into a garden, outdoor 
classroom, and gathering 
place, but now the good will 
has run dry and the city is 
telling the group to clean up 
its act, or else.

“We want to make this 
garden work,” said a spokes-
woman for the Department of 
Environmental Protection. 
“But they have to be in com-
pliance with regulations.”

McLean volunteers at 
the garden with her fam-
ily, who used to live in the 
neighborhood but moved 
to Bedford-Stuyvesant. For 

them, the space is a place to 
spend time together.

“Last year, it was a great 
bonding experience for us,” 
said Tabitha McLean, McK-
enzie’s mother.

Gardeners have already 
removed the chicken coop 
and beehives and closed the 
dog run, but the water trou-
bles run deeper.

Deep freezes this win-
ter caused the big pipe to 
spring a leak and required 
it be shut off before it froze 
and burst. The city handled 
it, but when the gardeners 

asked to have service re-
stored for the spring plant-
ing season, it told the group 
it needed to spend $2,500 on 
an anti-contamination fi x-
ture before it would turn 
the water back on. Offi cials 
say the equipment is man-
datory and should have 
been there all along.

“It’s required for every 
facility with a spigot like 
that,” said a Department of 
Environmental Protection 
spokeswoman. “We just 
don’t want to contaminate 
the water system.”

The gardeners don’t 
have the cash on hand and 
have held off on planting 
for now. Some are hauling 
in jugs and buckets to keep 
their sprouting crops alive.

“About half the beds are 
empty because people are 
concerned they wouldn’t 
have water,” said Eddie 
Bricker, a volunteer at the 
space who is also a me-
chanical engineer and is 
trying to hook up a tem-
porary water supply. “The 
number one temporary so-
lution is to bring water in 
buckets. But a lot of people 
in the garden just aren’t up 
for that.”

Continued from page 1 

Garden

were. First stop on our ver-
bal tour was Downtown, 
which was once dominated 
by an elevated train hub 
feeding into Manhattan.

“It looked like a huge 
English train station,” said 
Raskin, who works at the 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority. “But after the el-
evateds were torn down, the 
entire landscape of Down-
town Brooklyn changed.”

In the early 1900s as 

now, people didn’t want to 
live near the noise, dirt, 
and darkness the above-
ground tracks created. 

The Independent Sub-
way System Crosstown 
Line (known today as the 
G train) was originally 
designed as an elevated 
line running along Kent 
Avenue with a stop at the 
Domino Sugar factory for 
deliveries, but local opposi-
tion thwarted the plan, said 
Raskin, who now lives off 
the line in Cobble Hill.

“Greenpoint and Wil-
liamsburg went crazy over 

having an overhead train,” 
he said.

The metro maestro said 
his passion for transit his-
tory began in the 1980s 
when he was working in 
the Queens Borough Presi-
dent’s offi ce and he stum-
bled on a map of the pro-
posed 1929 expansion. 

“The Routes Not Taken” 
at the Transit Museum 
[Boerum Place at Schermer-
horn Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 694–1600, 
web.mta .info/mta/mu-
seum/programs.htm]. May 
13 at 6:30 pm. Free.

Continued from page 1 

Subway

MAKING IT WORK: Without an 
on-site water source, McKenzie 
McLean has to bring water from 
home for her thirsty plants. 
 Photo by Alec Jacobson

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387
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One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones. 

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our 
FREE seminars to learn about elder law,  

trusts and estates law, and estate planning.  

We’ll help you make educated decisions. 
Get answers to questions such as: 

-How can I protect assets 
from the government? 

-How can I save myself from 
expensive nursing home bills? 

-How can I spare my loved ones 
from the difficulties of probate? 

We’re also on the radio. 
TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer 
and 570 AM WMCA, Saturdays at 

6:00 PM to listen to  
Ask the Lawyer with  

 Mike Connors.  
www.askmikethelawyer.com 

at 

om

MON. MAY 19th   

BROOKLYN- 
BAY RIDGE 

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM 
Vesuvio Restaurant  
7305 Third Avenue 

TUES. MAY 20th  THUR. MAY 22nd  

BROOKLYN- 
SHEEPSHEAD BAY 

11 AM & 3 PM  
Buckley’s 

2926 Avenue S 

BROOKLYN- 
PARK SLOPE 
3 PM & 7 PM 

The Montauk Club 
25 Eighth Avenue 

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation. 
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.  

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209 
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