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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Who’s afraid of the Bay 

Ridge Courier?
A literacy-loathing lar-

cenist has stolen nine side-
walk boxes containing the 
renowned local newspa-
per since the end of April, 
robbing the Ridge of its 
only real newspaper.

The no-goodnik hit 

seven locations between 9 
am on April 30 and 7 am on 
May 2:

• 88th Street and Fifth 
Avenue 

• 85th Street and Sixth Av-
enue

• 69th Street and Third 
Avenue

• 84th Street and Third 
Avenue

• 69th Street and Fifth Av-
enue

• Ovington Avenue and 
Fifth Avenue 

The news-napper also 
jacked a bin at the corner 
of 78th Street and Fifth 
Avenue that contained 
Brooklyn Family maga-
zines — another offering 

BY MAX JAEGER
The city’s much-maligned 

Build It Back program is working 
great — for is contractors.

The hundreds of caseworkers 
subcontracted to help thousands 
of storm victims get aid through 
the Hurricane Sandy recovery 
scheme have pock-
eted more than 
fi ve times more 
money than the 
residents have 
received.

Nearly $10 
million in federal 
relief funds have 
gone to pay the case-
workers, while just $1.63 million 
has gone to stricken homeowners, 
according to the city’s own fi gures. 
Add in the money paid to contracted 
architects and inspectors — some 
fl own in from out of state and put up 
in hotels — and the program’s total 
back-offi ce expenses tally at least 
$20 million.

Comptroller Scott Stringer is 
preparing to audit the program 
— particularly its infamous case-
management system — but Brook-
lyn storm victims and community 
leaders are already declaring Build 
It Back a bona fi de boondoggle.

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Slices are this guy’s life.
Scott Wiener writes 

about pizza, gives guided 
pizza tours, and on May 
21 he will lecture about 
the sacred edible form at 
the Brooklyn Historical 
Society. Wiener’s talk, ti-
tled “Pizza: The Brooklyn 
Story,” will explain how the 

cheesy fi nger-food became 
a staple of New York fare 
and how his home borough 
helped get it there.

“It’s cheap, portable, 
fast, and tasty,” said Wie-
ner about his mozzarella-
topped muse. “It fi ts in with 
the pace of New York.”

But pizza was not always 

Continued on page 10
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Cyclists: Grocery giant is 
blocking our bike lane

BY MEGAN RIESZ
The Whole Foods Market in 

Gowanus is using the bike lane 
and sidewalk that run along its 
side as a loading bay, blocking the 
path with forklifts, trucks, and 
pallets, say irked neighbors and 
cyclists.

A musician who lives around 
the corner from the high-end gro-
cer claims the store’s unloading 
obstructs the Third Avenue paths 
nearly every day and sometimes 
into the evening. The congestion 
shows a gaping hole in the store’s 
planning and proves why the city 
should have never let Big Kale 
get the zoning variance to build 
such a huge facility, the longtime 

resident contended, saying it has 
ruined that side of the street for 
him.

“It’s pretty chaotic over there, 
with trucks unloading and not 
taking care where they do it — 
and sometimes multiple trucks,” 
said Martin Bisi. “I’ve actually 
stopped walking on that side be-
cause of it.”

Park Slope cyclist and road-
safety gadfl y Doug Gordon snapped 
a photograph of a Whole Foods fork-
lift driving over a bike lane on the 
afternoon of April 28. Gordon said 
he has seen the same thing happen 
a few times over the last month, 
but a spokesman for the craft-beer-

Continued on page 10
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PAPER CHASE: Courier Life 
boxes disappeared from a 
dozen Ridge corners.

Kimberly and Stephanie Santos of Flatbush have a topsy-turvy time on a 
ride at last year’s Kings County Fair at Aviator Sports and Events Center at 
Floyd Bennett Field. This year’s fest kicked off on Thursday and will run until 
May 26. See page 2 for all the thrills. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Brooklyn’s pie society Box thief strikes Ridge again

$10M goes to 
‘Build it Back’ 
bureaucrats

WHOLE 
FEUDS

All’s fair!
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To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88

Kings County Fair is back!
BY MAX JAEGER

What are you do-
ing reading the paper? 
There’s a fair in town!

The Kings County 
Fair celebrates its fi fth 
year at Aviator Sprots 
at Floyd Bennett Field. 
bringing food, games, 
and rides from May 
15–26.

If you’re into fl ips 
and spins, there are 
exhilarating rides for 
all ages, including 
roller coasters, a Fer-
ris wheel, and  the only 

“Stinger” in these 

United States. 
New for this year 

are two funhouses — 
the Crazy Outback and 
the Glass House Maze 
— and a brand new 
roller coaster called 
the “Wild Mouse.”

Eudora farms pet-
ting zoo will give you 
the chance to meet 

Kevin Bacon — the pot-
belly pig, that is, not  the 
star of “Footloose”  — 
as well as rare animals 
including the adorable 
Fennec fox and a wal-
laby. You can even take 
a  ride on a camel .

Food offerings will 
include the entire car-
nival food pyramid, 
including fried dough, 
deep-fried candy bars, 
cotton candy, popcorn, 
hot dogs, and barbe-
cue.

So f ly down to 
Floyd Bennett Field 
and dig in!

“Kings County 
Fair” at Aviator 
Sports and Event Cen-
ter [3159 Flatbush Ave. 
off the Belt Parkway 
in Marine Park, (718) 
758–7500, www.thek-
ingscountyfair.com/], 
May 15–26. Admission 
$5.

SWEET TOOTH: Corey Janssen of Pros-
pect Heights tickles her tastebuds with 
some cotton candy at the Kings County 
Fair at Aviator Sports and Event Center in 
Floyd Bennett Field. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

BY SARAH IANNONE 
Ava Chin is a hunter-

gatherer of the urban vari-
ety.

Her upcoming memoir 
“Eating Wildly: Foraging 
for Life, Love and the Per-
fect Meal” talks about how 
she started her serious 
foraging habit to take her 
mind off a hard breakup, 
channelling her energy 
into learning about plants 
and how to fi nd wild edible 
weeds in the most unlikely 
of places.

Chin grew up in Flush-
ing Queens, where her fi rst 
foraging discovery as a 
young child was fi eld garlic, 
which reminded her of the 
scallions and the Chinese 
chives that her grandfather 
used to cook with. 

“My mother wouldn’t 
want me to eat it but I 
would always eat it,” said 
Chin. 

The former Park Sloper 
began her Brooklyn-based 
urban foraging in Clin-
ton Hill and Park Slope, 
though initially she didn’t 
think of the area as a place 
where nature thrived. 

 “I was a little nervous 
when I fi rst started out, but 
as I started foraging I re-
alized there were actually 

plenty of wild edibles to 
fi nd,” said Chin, who still 
forages in the area. 

She soon started writ-
ing about foraging for a 
local section of the New 
York Times focused on 
Fort Greene, Clinton Hill, 
and Prospect Park, and af-
ter a year of writing about 
that area, Chin expanded 
her range into a citywide 
column called “Urban For-
ager.” 

If she had to pick one 
place in Brooklyn, Chin 
said her favorite place to 

forage is Prospect Park. 
“There are so many 

great areas that are a little 
more wooded and secluded,” 
Chin said.

Prospect Park’s terrain 
offers a forager an escape 
from the urban pollution 
affl icting much of the bor-
ough, according to Chin, 
with many areas that are 
more elevated and further 
away from the sources of 
pollution. 

“There aren’t a lot of cars 
that necessarily go through 
there, and there are cer-
tain hours of the day that 
cars don’t drive through 
the park,” said Chin. “Your 
chances of fi nding more 
pristine wild edibles are 
grander.”

Prospect Park has 
some of the city’s best 
wild edibles, according 
to Chin, such as mulber-
ries, mushrooms and day 
lilies to name a few. The 
untrained eye may not 
notice, but these forag-
ing delicacies f lourish 
throughout the park’s 
grounds, from just off of 
the jogging paths to the 
edges of reservoirs.  

Outside of the parks and 
around the neighborhood, 

New meaning of ‘street food’

URBAN FORAGING: Ava Chin, a 
forager and author of “Eating 
Wildly” leads a foraging class in 
Fort Greene Park. 
 Photo by Alec Jacobson

Continued on page 5

Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, 
pain or wounds. Z is a new body-sculpting procedure designed to 
remove fat and contour the body without invasive surgery. ZERONA® 
allows you to continue your daily activities without interruptions 
from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing the 
Low Level Laser (FDA cleared for laser body contouring to emulsify 
far which them releases into the interstitial space. The excess fat 

is passed through the body during its normal 
course of detoxification. The ZERONA® procedure 
was proven through a double-blind, randomized, 
multi-site, and placebo controlled study in which 
patients average loss of 3.64 inches, and some 
lost as much as 9 inches compared to the placebo 
group that lost only half an inch.

REDUCE FAT, REMOVE INCHES
“What if I told you this cutting-edge device could melt inches 
off your waist and keep them off for good.” — Doctor Oz

talking about the ZERONA® LipoLaser

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, hips and thighs 
and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight loss program — we are targeting 
adipose tissue and not taking off excess water weight. Results vary individually.

ZERONA®  WORKSHOP
When: Tuesday, May 13th, 6:15pm — 8pm

Where:
Cost: FREE

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
The  surprise closing of Rebar , a 

bar, restaurant, and  event space on 
Front Street in Dumbo, has sparked 
former employees, scorned custom-
ers, and neighboring venues to band 
together to help save the dozens of 
weddings booked at the defunct party 
palace for the next two years.

Rebar employees came in to work 
on  May 9 expecting a normal day, but 
found a note on the door saying the 
joint was shuttered. A two line e–mail 
from Jason Stevens, Rebar’s owner, ac-
companied the note, but the message 
did not provide any further informa-
tion about what is happening or why, 
nor did it make any mention of reim-
bursing the couples who have booked 
the space for weddings through 2016. 

Borough businesses rallied to aid 
the spurned couples. At One Knick-
erbocker, a bar and restaurant in Wil-
liamsburg, one staffer recalled booking 
his own wedding not too long ago and 
said he shudders to think about how the 
stranded couples must be feeling.

“I remember going through all the 
different hassles and experiences of 
planning a wedding,” said co-owner 
Jesse Levitt. “I feel really terrible for 
these people.”

Levitt said his restaurant can host 
a party of 125 in a pinch, and most of 
the events it has booked right now are 
for the end of the summer and later. 
He is hoping to help fi ll some of the 
immediate void left behind by Re-
bar’s closing by offering a 25-percent 
discount for anyone trying to re-book 
their nuptials in a hurry.

“We happen to be in a position 
where we can help a little,” he said.

Supporters also started an online 
fund-raiser that hopes to raise $5,000 
for each of the 18 couples with wed-
dings booked over the next couple of 

months. They had raised $1,600 by 
Wednesday afternoon.

“It’s nice to see the positive aspects 
of humanity,” said Victoria Friedrich, 
a public school teacher who had a Feb. 

2015 wedding booked at Rebar, and 
paid $20,000 for it up front. “But the 
fi nancial loss is devastating.”

 Rebar’s owner Jason Stevens owes 
the government millions of dollars in 
back taxes , the news website Gotha-
mist reported, citing former employ-
ees of the venue as sources. It is also 
unclear if Stevens has actually fi led 
for bankruptcy, as suggested by the 
signs he posted on Rebar’s windows 
Friday morning.

If Stevens really did fi le, it could 
limit the legal recourses available to 
the now not-so-happy couples. Calls to 
Stevens and Rebar were not returned, 
but the district attorney’s offi ce said it 
was aware of the situation and is look-
ing into any impropriety.

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Police pulled the swol-

len body of missing fash-
ion designer James “Jay” 
Ott out of the New York 
Harbor last Thursday 
morning, ending a nearly 
two-month search for the 
man  friends described as 
depressed . 

Boat-equipped cops 
retrieved the body from 
the harbor at Pier 4 off of 
Second Avenue and 58th 
Street in Sunset Park at 
11:12 am on May 8. It took 
more than 24 hours to 
identify the body as Ott’s. 

Friends last saw Ott on 
the evening of March 22, 
and he was captured on a 
surveillance video enter-
ing his home in Williams-
burg’s McKibbin Lofts at 
about 10 pm. His friends 
later found footage of him 
walking on the William-
burg Bridge. 

At the time, his friends 
and family put out notices 
and fl iers across the city in 
search of him, and warned 
that he suffered from de-
pression and anxiety. 

Ott worked for the Los 
Angeles-based fashion in-
vestment fi rm Dock Group 
and had also worked as a 
designer for J. Mendel and 
the Row. He was profi led 
by the entertainment web-
site Stylelikeu in 2009. 

Venue’s owner nowhere to be found, nups put on hold

FOUND: James “Jay” Ott van-
ished on March 22.  NYPD

BIG TOW: Police recovered the badly decomposed body of 
James Ott fl oating just off Pier 4 at 58th Street in Bay Ridge at 
11:12 am on May 8. Photo by Paul Martinka

LOCKED OUT: (Above) Dishwasher Rob-
ert Albino tried to come to work at Rebar 
on May 9, only to learn that the owner 
had closed up without notice. (Left) Vicki 
Friedrich and Egon Smullyan paid $20,000 
up front for a February 2015 wedding, but 
are now venue-less. 

Police fi nd 
missing artist 

dead in harbor

Weddings are ReBarred!

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Forget turning Japanese, the 

Japanese are turning Brook-
lyn.

Bklyn Designs, a design con-
vention that happened last week-
end in Dumbo, usually limits its 
roster to borough designers, but 
this year it featured a group of 
Japanese thing-makers inspired 
by our borough — even if they are 
a bit fuzzy on the details.

“Nowadays in Japan, Brooklyn 
is like a brand,” said Shigekazu 
Yasuta, a designer and professor 
of design from Osaka. “They love 

the lifestyle. But most don’t know 
where Brooklyn is.”

Yasuta has been coming to 
design shows in New York for 10 
years, and what struck him fi rst 
about Brooklyn designers was 
their turning trash into trea-
sure.

“I was so impressed by the use 
of sustainable materials,” said Ya-
suta. “At the time, no one was do-
ing that.”

He likes the Brooklyn design 
scene so much that he brought 10 
young Japanese designers along 
on his trip this year so they 

could see what Kings County 
creators are turning out. And 
work from Yasuta’s proteges is 
now being showcased at Bklyn 
Designs. 

“We want to build a bridge be-
tween Dumbo and Japan,” Yasuta 
said.

Kiichiro Ogawa (at left with 

his chair made from plywood 

and magazines) is one of the Jap-
anese designers at the show. He 
likes to save stuff from ending up 
in a landfi ll.

He brought a chair constructed 

Japan designers turn up at this year’s Brooklyn Designs
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Timber!
Two Southern Brooklyn 

councilmen are calling for 
the Parks Department to 
abandon its plans to replace 
the wooden planks of the 
Coney Island Boardwalk 
with a strip of concrete. 

Freshman councilmen 
Chaim Deutsch (D–Brigh-
ton Beach) and Mark Trey-
ger (D–Coney Island) have 
penned a letter to the city, 
arguing that Hurricane 
Sandy demonstrated the 
protective superiority of a 
wooden walkway — and de-
manding the city stop using 
a string of so-called “pilot 
projects” to turn sections 
of the promenade into con-
crete and faux-wood deck-
ing. 

“What we learned from 
Sandy is that the Board-
walk is a part of our infra-
structure, and if you look at 
the areas where the city has 
installed concrete, the im-
pact of the storm was mag-
nifi ed,” said Treyger.

In recent years, Parks 
has been replacing dam-

aged parts of the Board-
walk with concrete and 
synthetic boards,  referring 
to sections of new materials 
as “pilot projects”  — which 
critics complained allowed 
the agency to avoid having 
to do studies on the poten-
tial consequences of the 
change. 

In 2011, the c ity proposed 
a plan that would turn all 
but the four blocks of the 
promenade bordering the 
amusement district into a 
concrete sidewalk , and ar-
gued that no studies were 
necessary  since the struc-
ture of the Boardwalk would 
remain the same, even if its 
substance changed . 

But after Hurricane 
Sandy, this paper reported 
that  areas of the beach be-
neath the wood suffered 
only minimal erosion, 
while the shorefront along 
an experimental stretch of 
concrete near Sea Breeze 
Avenue had tons of its sand 
washed up onto Ocean 
Parkway .

Councilman Deutsch ar-
gues that the concrete con-

version must be called off 
until the potential dangers 
to nearby neighborhoods 
have been assessed.

“We have to listen to what 
the community is telling us. 

They have experience living 
on the waterfront, and they 
saw what happened during 
the storm,” said Deutsch. 
“We’re asking for a morato-
rium on concrete until the 

studies have been done. At 
the end of the day, the safety 
of the residents is the most 
important.”

Deutsch also made a his-
torical and aesthetic argu-
ment for sticking with good 
old-fashioned lumber.

“The Boardwalk is 
called the Boardwalk and 
that’s what it’s always been. 
If you use concrete, it’s not 
the Boardwalk that people 
come to the waterfront com-
munities to enjoy,” said 
Deutsch.

Longtime lumber advo-
cates applauded the pols’ 
move, and were hopeful that 
Mayor DeBlasio’s Parks De-
partment would take a dif-
ferent position on the Board-
walk than Bloomberg’s.

“I think with the new ad-
ministration, we’re hopeful 
that this moratorium will 
be put in place,” said Robb 
Burstein, president of the 
Coney-Brighton Boardwalk 
Alliance, which  fi led an un-
successful lawsuit to block 
the concrete in 2012 . “The 
materials they are plan-
ning to use have not been 

fully tested, and in terms of 
safety, there are better al-
ternatives.”

Burstein’s group has 
long pushed the city to use 
black locust or pine wood 
hardened through a pro-
cess called Kebony to re-
place damaged sections of 
the Boardwalk, rather than 
concrete or traditional rain-
forest hardwoods.

Deutsch’s and Treyger’s 
stance is a complete turn-
around from the position 
of the previous local leader-
ship. Former Coney council-
man Domenic Recchia was 
 an avid advocate of trans-
forming almost the entire 
walkway into concrete and 
plastic planking . Commu-
nity Board 13, on the other 
hand,  voted against the ar-
tifi cial materials last year .

“We’re really pleased 
that we fi nally have local 
representatives as well who 
are representing the ex-
pressed needs of the people 
in the community,” Burst-
ein said. 

The Parks Department 
declined to comment. 

STRADDLING THE LINE: Intrepid reporter Will Bredderman dem-
onstrated the different impact the Sandy storm surge had on the 
concrete and wooden sections of the Boardwalk. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Pols hope to crack concrete B’walk plans
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

*Payments based on 8.95% annual percentage rate with automatic loan payments. Rates are based on credit worthiness.  
Other rates and terms available. Higher loan amounts available. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
An embattled center for 

seniors and kids in Wil-
liamsburg is getting a shot 
in the arm from Mayor De-
Blasio’s universal prekin-
dergarten program.

The Swinging Sixties 
Center, which had been 
given till Jan. 31 to vacate 
its Ainslie Street home of 40 
years, has gotten a fi ghting 
chance in a housing court 
battle thanks to a cash infu-
sion from the Brooklynite 
in chief’s trademark school 
program. A longtime leader 
of the community hub said 
that it is going to survive 
whether its landlords want 
it to stay or not.

“We are moving ahead 
here no matter what the 
landlord is doing,” said 

Community Board 1 mem-
ber Jan Peterson, who 
helped to open the place in 
the 1970s.

In November, Victor Ein-
horn purchased the build-
ing for $4.5 million. In the 
weeks after, he jacked up 
the rent and served the cen-
ter with an eviction notice 
on Christmas Eve, accord-
ing to center supporters.

Now advocates say the 
mayoral money, as well as 
the other public funds the 
outfi t gets for its daycare 
program, will convince a 
judge that Einhorn has no 
standing to give it the boot.

Dire winter warnings 
about its imminent closure 
aside, the center seems un-
perturbed and in decent fi -
nancial shape. Center lead-

ers are so confi dent and 
fl ush they just renovated 
the basement to include a 
bocce court, a pool table, 
and a ceramics studio.

“There were bugs and 
mold down here. It was un-
usable for more than fi ve 
years,” said Peterson. “Now 
it’s all fi xed up, and that is a 
big victory.”

Most of the renovations 
were paid for by the hous-
ing advocacy group Saint 
Nick’s Alliance, whose 
$6-million offer to buy the 
building from the previous 
owner was rebuffed.

Swinging Sixties offi -
cials say they are not yet 
sure exactly how much 
money the city will give 
them for the prekindergar-
ten program.

So confi dent in evict spat, it redid basement

Community center 
in front of 8-ball

HAVING A BALL: Antonio Cacace, left, donated a pool table to the Swinging Sixties Center. Here he plays with 
center prez Michael Liantonio, unconcerned about a battle with the center’s landlord. Photo by Jason Speakman

Chin practices and teaches 
what she calls “guerrilla 
foraging” or “street forag-
ing”  — trolling the side-
walk tree planters and 
cracks in the pavement 
for natural noshes.  But on 

these jaunts, Chin isn’t ac-
tually collecting things to 
eat, but rather just seeing 
what edibles are growing 
from block to block. 

“It’s to kind of sharpen 
my foraging skills,” she 
said.

Chin shows other people 
how to do this to training 
their forager eyes for use in 

less grimy climes. “If they 
fi nd themselves in an area 
that’s a little bit more ru-
ral or a little further away 
from pollution they’ll al-
ready be trained to see it,” 
said Chin.

Chin’s memoir “Eating 
Wildly: Foraging for Life, 
Love and the Perfect Meal” 
comes out this month. 

Foraging
Continued from page 2
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BY MEGAN RIESZ
Court Street is now a no-

smoking zone!
Someone working in the 

Department of Education 
building on the Downtown 
street declared a smok-
ing ban within 50 feet of 
the structure’s entrance 
by posting homemade “no 
smoking” signs near the 
front door.

The signs warn tobacco 
tokers not to indulge un-
less they head down nearby 
Joralemon and Livingston 
streets, since even going 
across the street would still 
leave the smoker within the 
forbidden zone.

A Department of Educa-
tion rep said the sidewalk 
no-smoking zone is not the 
offi cial policy of the build-
ing, and the agency is try-
ing to fi gure out who put up 
the warnings.

“It was created by some-
one in the building who taped 
it to a window,” said spokes-
woman Marge Feinberg.

But others said they 

liked the idea. The amount 
of smoke that has been 
fl ooding into the edifi ce is a 
problem, according to a se-
curity guard.

“People are coming in 
and out of the building,” 
she said.

A guard did not know 
who put the signs up, which 

cite a state law banning 
smoking within 50 feet of 
entrances to buildings that 
house 100 or more employ-
ees of a state agency. Fein-
berg pointed out that the de-
partment is a city, not state, 
agency.

A 40-year Department of 
Education employee — and 

non-smoker — applauded 
the initiative.

“I think it’s probably a 
good idea to keep that smoke 
away,” said Staten Island res-
ident Philip Wladessa.

But a man working at a 
stand outside said smokers 
ignore the signs by taking 
their drags just a few feet 

away from the entrance. 
“All of them used to come 

back here, smoking,” said 
Sam Sahan, adding that he 
did not mind the signs.

The signs came down 
soon after this paper start-
ing asking questions, but 
the clean-air vigilante re-
mains at large.

Rogue Court Street offi ce worker demands passersby kick butts

SMOKE AND MIRRORS: (Right) A 
Department of Education worker 
posted no-smoking signs outside 
65 Court St, but  most people, in-
cluding the man above, ignored 
them. 

SMOKING THEM OUT

BY NATHAN TEMPEY
Unicorns are real 

and we have the proof, 
maybe.

Our ace photogra-
pher spotted what might 
have been one of the 
creatures, which till 
now have been thought 
to reside only in fairy-
tale books, riding a cus-
tomized Raleigh road 
bike down Jay Street in 
Downtown last week. 

Then again, there 
is an equally strong 
chance that what our 

shutterbug saw was 
actually Kalan Sher-
rard, a performance 
artist who thrills and 
chills straphangers in 
the Bedford Avenue 
L station with bone 
marionettes, harmoni-
cas, and dirty  doll 
parts. Or, in the art-
ist’s words, “a nihilist, 
anarchist puppet show 
about literary theory,” 
as he explained to a vid-
eographer for the news 
website Gothamist.

“I like to collect 

things that seem to 
weigh a lot, semiotically, 
and collage with them,” 
Sherrard told the site. 
“Sort of to suggest that 
it’s very meaningful, but 
also to say that nothing 
is meaningful at all.”

Strengthening our 
suspicion that the cyclist 
was the performer, there 
is video of Sherrard be-
ing arrested for acting 
strangely in a Manhattan 
subway station, which, it 
should be pointed out, is 
not a crime. 

He was wearing a hel-
met similar to the pic-
tured, pronged one at the 
time of his apparently 
baseless incarceration. 

The horn is made out 
of spray foam, he told 
Gothamist, which seems 
to be in the process of po-
sitioning itself as a clear-
inghouse for Sherrard-re-
lated news and rumors.

“Metaphorically, it’s 
the wetness, that tellu-
rion wetness,” he said 
about his headgear, after 
his arrest.

Performance art rides on Jay St.
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of salvaged plywood and 
discarded manga comic 
books, and some rain-
coats made from old um-
brellas.

“It’s a waste of mate-
rials when these things 
get thrown away,” said 
Ogawa through a trans-
lator. “I want to use 
them.”

Bklyn Designs took 
place in five locations 
around Dumbo, includ-
ing Saint Ann’s Ware-
house, Brooklyn Roast-
ing Company, and the 
Mark Jupiter Show-
room. Sponsored by 
the Chamber of Com-
merce, the 11th-annual 
design convention 
featured furniture, 
lighting, and home ac-
cessories made by 60 
Brooklyn designers, 
in addition to the Japa-
nese imports.

The Chamber’s presi-
dent Carlo Scissura said 
the guest designers dem-
onstrate how long the 
reach of the borough’s 
creative community is.

“Our friends from 
Osaka have taken the 
idea of Brooklyn and 
integrated it into their 
own designs,” Scissura 
said. “It is a recogni-
tion that Brooklyn has 
become a global brand 
that has cachet people 
not only want to be as-
sociated with, but are in-
spired by.”

Japan
Continued from page 3

A LONG SKATE: Japanese 
designer Hiroyuki Ogura cre-
ates hand-made skateboards. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

IN THE WILD: Unicorn or artist? Our team 
investigates.

Co
m

m
un

it
y 

Ne
w

sp
ap

er
 G

 ro
up

 / 
Vi

nc
e 

Di
M

ic
el

i

Ph
ot

o 
by

 J
as

on
 S

pe
ak

m
an



M
AY 18, 2014, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

7

Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

BY MAX JAEGER
A manhole exploded 

in Bergen Beach and sent 
a sewer cover tearing 
through a nearby parked 
car on May 9. 

The blast at Avenue L 
and E. 68th Street was so 
powerful that a man living 
three blocks away felt it.

“It shook the house a lit-
tle,” said John Marghella, 
who lives on E. 72nd Street.

There were no injuries 
in the blast.

The boom came at about 
10:30 last Friday morning 
and the fi re blazed for sev-
eral hours before being ex-
tinguished around 1:30 pm, 
fi re offi cials said.

Firefighters arrived 
on the scene immediately 
but had to cool their heels 
for hours waiting for util-
ity workers to arrive to 
switch off the power at 
the source of the electri-
cal fire before dousing 
the f lame, a department 
spokesman said.

FIRE IN THE HOLE: (Above) The 
fi re raged on for a little more 
than an hour while fi refi ghters 
waited for utility workers to ar-
rive. (Right) The explosion sent 
a manhole cover fl ying through 
this parked car.  
 Photos by Steve Solomonson

Big blast in Bergen Beach
Manhole explosion sends cover through car’s engine block

Pediatrician Dr. Pramod Narula and wife Kelly grab a bite 
during the gala New York Methodist Hospital’s annual 
Candlelight Gala at the Brooklyn Museum on May 10, cel-
ebrating the people who make the hospital possible and 
raising money to improve health care at the 132-year-old 
Park Slope hospital. Organizers said the event exceeded 
their own prognosis for success.

Rubbing elbows
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Going to the gym before 

work is so passe.
A party company is now 

offering a new kind of morn-
ing workout regiment — 
early morning, sober raves. 
The eye-opening format is 
the perfect way to start a 
weekday, a participant said.

“We do not have to rele-
gate dancing to super-late at 
night and while under the in-
fl uence of drugs,” said Tasha 
Blank, one of the disc jockeys 
who spun at the fi rst Morn-
ing Glory rave, which was 
held at the Kinfolk 94 gallery 
space in Williamsburg early 
last Wednesday morning.  

The raves are mod-
eled after well-lit morn-
ing bashes that debuted in 
London last year. 

Annie Fabricant, the 
co-founder of the New York 
branch of Morning Glory, 
discovered the events when 
she went home for the holi-
days and she decided to rep-
licate them here. The differ-
ence between them and the 
dance parties she had been 
to was like night and day, 
she said.

“It was a wave of really 
positive energy, everyone 
was really dancing and 
moving,” said Fabricant 
of her fi rst Morning Glory 
experience. “I was used to 
raves where everyone was 
on drugs and alcohol. But 
this had an atmosphere that 
was so warm and loving.” 

Revelers who fork over 

$20 to attend the raves are 
called “citizens” and get to 
dance from 6:30 am to 10:30 
am. The cover also includes 
a massage to work out the 
kinks before heading in 
to the offi ce and there are 
fruit and smoothie vendors 
from the company Juice 
Witches on hand to provide 
all the social — and gastro-
intestinal — lubrication the 
party needs.

The organizers of the 
Morning Glory raves have 
very specific reasons for 

throwing the parties on 
Wednesday mornings. 

“It is not an after-party. 
We do not want it to have 
that vibe,” said Fabricant. 
“This is part of a healthy 
regimen.”

The sock hops might 
also have other unin-
tended but positive conse-
quences. 

“A lot of people who 
went to the Morning 
Glory parties in London 
and went to job interviews 
that same day got the job,” 

said Fabricant. 
The mix masters said 

they play house music as 
they would at night, but they 
go for a sunnier sound.

“I go for a really high-
vibe, celebratory, life-af-
fi rming, groovy house set,” 
said Blank. 

“Morning Glory” raves 
at Kinfolk 94 (94 Wythe Ave. 
between N. 10th and N. 11 
streets in Williamburg, 
www.facebook.com/morn-
inggloryvillenyc) June 18, 
6:30 am–10:30 am. $20.

Early riser — and sober — raves are new morning workout in Williamsburg
GET UP AND DANCE!

The source for news
in your neighborhood:

BROOKLYN DAILY.com

IT GIVES YOU WINGS: More than 200 dancers showed up for Morning Glory’s sober, early morning 
dance party on May 7.  Photos by Matthew Gilbertson
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so ubiquitous an item. The 
circular staple was fi rst 
used by bakeries to cool 
and clean the ovens, and as 
a way to get rid of leftover 
dough.

“Pizza was just a throw-
away,” the Bedford-Stuyve-
sant resident and slice 
scholar said.

The fi rst pizza parlor 
in the country was Lom-
bardi’s, which opened in 
1905 in Manhattan, but its 
owner Gennaro Lombardi 
lived across the East River 
in Williamsburg and Dyker 
Heights.

Lombardi’s is still open, 
but because of a decade-
long hiatus and a short 
move, Wiener says the lon-

gest continuously operating 
pizza joint is Coney Island’s 
Totonno’s, which opened in 
1924 and has been slinging 
pies ever since.

Brooklyn at the turn of 
the century was home to 
loads of bakeries and build-
ings with coal ovens and 
they became appetizing 
real estate for pizzaiolos as 
the profi le of their product 
rose. Today, many of the 
coal ovens are gone, but the 
tradition of dough-twirling 
is as going strong in Kings 
County.

Wiener is about to launch 
a pair of Brooklyn pizza 
tours, one in Williamsburg 
and one in Cobble Hill. He 
currently offers a few Man-
hattan options, and occa-
sionally runs the pie walks 
in other boroughs. 

He also does tours 
for private groups by re-
quest.

The tours include three 
or four stops and, to sim-
plify sharing, he tries 
to keep his customers in 
groups that are multiples 
of eight.

“It’s all about pie divi-
sion,” he said, explaining 
the need to keep butter 
knives out of the picture. 
“Whole slices only. It would 
be too disrespectful to the 
slice.”

“Pizza: The Brooklyn 
Story” at Brooklyn Histori-
cal Society [128 Pierrepont 
St. between Clinton Street 
and Monroe Place in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 222–4111, 
www.brooklynhistory.org]. 
May 21 at 7 pm. $8, $5 for 
members.

Pizza

718 -475 - 6738
7717 3rd Ave., Bay Ridge  GreenhouseCafe.com 

Entertainment
MONDAY

Karaoke with Little Neil
WEDNESDAY

Karaoke with DJ Dave
THURSDAY

Originals with Max & Richie
FRIDAY, 05/16

Tom Cat & The Whiskey Rats - 9:30pm
SATURDAY, 05/17

Frankie Marra & His Band - 10pm

FRIDAY, 05/23
London Fogg - 9:30 pm
SATURDAY, 05/24

Blues Circus - 10 pm
SUNDAY, 05/25

Tony Travis & Friends - 7 pm

Our Restaurant 
For Your Special Occasions 

And Banquet Affairs
BRIDAL & BABY SHOWER

COMMUNION & CONFIRMATION  BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY
BOUTIQUE WEDDINGS & BUSINESS FUNCTIONS

END OF TERM  GRADUATIONS
RETIREMENTS

www.GreenhouseCafe.com 718-475-6738 

expires 6/30/14

CHOWING DOWN: Scott Wiener pretty much sleeps, eats, and breaths pizza. And you can see him talk 
about Brooklyn’s part in the food’s history at the Brooklyn Historical Society on May 21. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

of the Community News-
paper Group, the com-
pany that publishes The 
Brooklyn Paper and Cou-
rier Life papers, among 
others. 

The press pilferer 
struck again overnight on 
May 8, snatching another 
two bins from Fifth Ave-
nue at the corners of 86th 
and 88th streets.

Boxes for other print 
products were not stolen 
from any of the locations.

Leaders at the Com-
munity Newspaper Group 
condemned the heists as 
a crime against the press 
and people of Bay Ridge.

“We’re deeply disturbed 

that our boxes in Bay 
Ridge are disappearing, 
depriving the neighbor-
hood of local stories that 
are meaningful to them,” 
said James Spielman, vice 
president of marketing 
and operations. 

“I hate to think it’s 
somebody who doesn’t like 
what we’re putting in our 
papers.”

This isn’t the first time 
box burglars have swiped 
Bay Ridge Courier con-
tainers. 

In fact, the boxes sto-
len from 88th Street and 
Fifth Avenue and 69th 
Street and Third Avenue 
were replacements for 
bins poached last year, 
 when 13 Courier boxes 
vanished overnight on 

Oct. 1  — totalling 22 miss-
ing Courier containers in 
eight months.

Police said they closed 
the investigation into the 
April 30–May 2 disappear-
ances after not being able 
to track down any video 
footage of the news-nap-
per in action. 

The investigation into 
the most recent pair of 
purloined periodical dis-
pensers remains open. 

We ask that anyone 
with any information 
about the disappearance 
or present whereabouts 
of our boxes please con-
tact Will Bredderman at 
(718) 260–4507,  wbred-
derman@cnglocal.com , 
or via Twitter at twitter.
com/WillBredderman. 

Boxes

Continued from page 1 

Continued from page 1 
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and-prosciutto dispensary 
claimed that Gordon’s snap-
shot showed a one-time oc-
currence and compared the 
forklift to a car backing out 
of a driveway.

“It was an unfortunate 
incident, but it was a one-off 
incident and it happens,” Mi-
chael Sinatra said. “There 
is a lot of activity that goes 
on in the loading dock, but 
we work hard to make sure 
that bike lane is clear.”

Gordon posted a sec-
ond picture of the sidewalk 
blocked by boxes on May 10. 
Another Park Slope cyclist 
argued that Whole Foods 
is using a public space for a 
private function and could 
have easily put its loading 
bays on its lot. The organic-
centric grocer should work 
with the Department of 
Transportation to rejigger 
Third Avenue so that bike-
riders’ right of way is pre-

served, the activist said.
“It’s disappointing no 

one raised this as an issue 
before the building was 

built,” said Alex Knight. 
“It’s less safe than it was 
before they opened and that 
needs to change.”

Continued from page 1 

Feud

ALL CLEAR: On Monday morning Whole Foods delivery workers 
kept the bike line clear while unloading supplies. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

“It’s a crock,” said Ger-
ritsen Beach resident and 
recovery advocate Jim 
Donovan of the vast gap be-
tween aid checks and con-
sultant compensation.

Stories of  mismanage-
ment  and  tone-deafness  
have dogged the program 
almost since its inception.

At a recent hearing con-
vened by Stringer, one Man-
hattan Beach resident said 
that the program wasted 
thousands of dollars on her 
case before realizing she 
was not eligible for Build It 
Back funds.

“Most of the cost associ-
ated with my case appears 
to be sheer waste,” said 
Phyllis Cion, a Wall Street 
fi nancial advisor.

Cion took out a Small 
Business Administration 
loan in early 2013 to rebuild 
her basement, which she 
disclosed in her initial pa-
perwork when she applied 
for Build It Back aid last 
July, she said.

In December, an engi-
neer — fl own in from Geor-
gia — came to inspect her 
home. Then Build It Back 
paid a lead paint specialist 
to inspect her home again in 
March. 

But on April 1 — April 
Fool’s Day — Cion’s case-

worker told her the small-
business loan made her 
ineligible for Build It Back 
aid — and that she actu-
ally owed $6,800 to the pro-
gram.

That fi gure was later re-
duced to just $38.25, but the 
whole process amounted to 
a waste of time and money, 
said Cion.

“My case should have 
been thrown out in Janu-
ary,” she said.

The caseworkers who 
took so long to realize Cion 
was ineligible — and have 
lost paperwork and given 
incorrect information to 
hundreds of infuriated 
storm victims — are the 
subcontractors that have 

received $9,226,487 so far 
from Build It Back, through 
a $50 million, two-year con-
tract the city signed with 
Philadelphia-based Public 
Financial Management, 
Inc. last July to vet appli-
cants.  

About 100 city staffers 
work for Build It Back, but 
they are far outnumbered 
by a menagerie of contrac-
tors and subcontractors, 
so tracking where the pro-
gram’s money has gone 
is diffi cult, according to 
Deputy Comptroller Lisa 
Flores.

The Comptroller’s audit 
will try to sort out those lay-
ers of contracts, said Deputy 
Comptroller for Audits Mar-
jorie Landa.

“A fundamental part of 
what we’re going to be do-
ing is looking at where this 
money was spent — where 
those consultants are from, 
who those contractors are 
— we will be looking at 
that,” she said.

The Mayor’s offi ce, which 
is responsible for Build It 
Back said that it was reeval-
uating its contracts.

“Following the hous-
ing recovery overhaul an-
nounced last month, the 
City is exploring changes 
to contracts,” said a spokes-
woman.

Public Financial Man-
agement did not return 
calls for comment.

Continued from page 1 

Money

GUT CHECK: Comptroller Scott 
Stringer says he will investi-
gate the contractors hired as 
Build It Back caseworkers, be-
cuase so many applicants have 
complained the consultants 
mishandled their cases. 
 CNG / Max Jaeger
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Deep Tissue Laser Treatment is an innovative, scientifically 
based, therapeutic modality. This new technology 
offers advanced pain relief and expedited healing times 
through a process known as photobiostimulation.

Deep Tissue Laser Treatment delivers, deep, 
penetrating, photonic (light) energy to bring about 
profound physiological changes. ATP (Adenosine-
triphosphate) production is increased, inflammation 
and pain reduced and circulation increased at the site of 
pain. These changes in cellular chemistry are triggered by 
the deep tissue laser making it a true healing modality.

Deep Tissue Laser Therapy does not require the use 
of drugs or surgery, and there are no known side effects 
or risks that may occur with other forms of treatment. 
In addition, it can often achieve results faster than other 
treatment modalities. During the treatment the patient 
will feel a deep soothing warmth. This pleasant sensation 
reassures the patient that the laser is stimulating cellular 
activity.

Lasers have made a remarkable contribution toward 
healthcare, allowing practitioners to treat a variety of 
conditions with the speed of light. As a non-invasive 
tool, the laser is particularly effective for the efficient 
treatment of soft tissue injuries, sprains and strains, and 
a variety of other ailments and pain.

Low Level Laser enhances metabolic activity at the 
cellular level, without generating tissue-damaging heat.

Some of the benefits of laser treatment include:
 Fast reduction of pain 
 Improvement of nerve function
 Reduction of muscle spasms.
 Speeding of tissue repair
 Development of muscle tissue and collagen
 Reduction of inflammation,swelling 

  and scar tissue formation
 Pain reduction immediately 

The Class IV laser, approved by the FDA in 2006, 
packs a punch while remaining non-invasive. The Class 
IV laser is capable of reaching depths of 6 to 9 inches, 
with a treatment beam of up to 3 inches.

Because the Class IV laser reaches deep into the 
tissues, it is ideal for treating sprains and strains, arthritis, 
calcified muscles and fibrotic adhesions, as well as intra-
articular tissues inside of the joints. Its far-reaching 
capabilities also allow the Class IV to achieve results 
in less time than most cold lasers currently used today. 
With treatment times of as little as 5 to 15 minutes, the 
Class IV laser allows many conditions to vastly improve 
within a few visits. Oftentimes, patients find immediate, 
soothing relief that improves with each treatment.

A partial list of the kind of conditions that can be 
helped… 

 Bulging, Slipped Discs 
 Spinal Fusion
 Neck Pain
 Sciatica Pain
 Migraine Headaches
 Back Pain & Spinal Conditions
 Tennis Elbow
 Carpal Tunnel Syndrome 
 Neuropathy Pain
 Bell’s Palsy
 Plantar Fasciitis
 Sports Injuries
 Sprains & Strains
 Knee Pain
 Hamstring Tears
 Arthritic Pain

If you are tired of living with pain and would like 
to see if you qualify for deep tissue laser treatment call 
718-234-6206 for a FREE CONSULTATION right 
now. Dr. Keller has seen such dramatic fast pain relief 
with Deep Tissue Laser Treatment, that she offers one 
FREE treatment to see if you respond and if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new non surgical pain 
relieving treatment. Due to the overwhelming response 
to this type of offer, this offer will be good for the first 
25 callers. If the lines are busy, keep trying. 

Listen to what patients are saying: 
“I had been suffering from knee pain for many 
months before I tried laser treatments using Deep 
Tissue Laser. After just a couple treatments, my knee 
pain was reduced to the point where I can finally 
live a more normal life again. These treatments are 
simply remarkable!” 
 - Jennifer C. 

 “I started treatments with Deep Tissue Laser 
after I had injured my neck in a car accident. The 
treatments allowed me to return to work much more 
quickly than anyone had expected, considering the 
pain I was in. During the treatments, all I felt was a 
warming sensation as the laser was moved across the 
injured area where all my pain was. After just three 
short treatments, my pain was almost totally gone. 
Thanks, Doctor!” 
 - Jason B. 

“The Deep Tissue Laser treatments I received 
dramatically helped my recovery from a broken leg. 
Not only did it help reduce the swelling, the pain 
relief I experienced was nothing short of miraculous. 
My orthopedic doctor was amazed with the results.” 
- John M. 

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller
5911 16th Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11204
brooklynspinecenter.com

718.234.6206
Does not apply to federal beneficiaries 
Copyright © 2009 Martin

Are You Suffering With Severe Constant Pain?
New Laser Light Breakthrough Treatment

 May Reduce Or Even Eliminate Pain 
Of  The Worst Kind In Just Minutes

If you are suffering with severe pain despite all the treatments, that may have failed you 
in the past, you may now have some hope of reducing or even eliminating your pain 

with a new non-surgical, painless laser treatment now available in Brooklyn.

ADVERTISEMENT


