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BY MAX JAEGER
Storm-damaged trees along a 

Manhattan Beach street are drop-
ping dead branches left and right, 
creating a clear public safety haz-
ard, but neighbors say the city is 
ignoring the Zombtree menace.

Residents of Falmouth Street 
say they’re calling 311 about the 
matter and either getting the run-
around or not hearing back — 
leaving them in limbo.

“They kept saying they’d con-
tact me within fi ve days but they 
never did,” said Sabrina Banfi , 
who has called 311 about the trees 
at least three times in the last 
month. “I don’t want to feel re-
sponsible if somebody gets hurt.”

This paper was the  fi rst to raise 
the alarm of Southern Brooklyn’s 
zombtree apocalypse . Hurricane 
Sandy fl ooded the peninsula with 
salt water in October 2012,  kill-
ing or severely damaging trees 
throughout the storm-stricken 
area . The salt-killed trees were 
 left looming menacingly over resi-
dents  like undead arbors,  ready to 
strike at any moment . 

In 2013,  the city mounted a cam-
paign to remove Sandy-damaged 
city trees  — inspecting more than 
48,000 and removing about 2,000 
— but the department passed over 
Falmouth Street, where at least 
four residences on both sides of 
the street have lodged complaints 
about dead trees since January, 

BY MAX JAEGER
Two people are dead after a 

collision at a notoriously danger-
ous intersection on the border of 
Marine Park and Mill Basin on 
May 19.

The carnage unfolded at about 
6:40 pm on Monday at the inter-
section of Flatbush Avenue and 
Avenue U, when a sedan travel-
ling south on Flatbush Avenue 
slammed into a sport utility ve-
hicle turning onto Avenue U from 
northbound Flatbush, police said. 
The sedan lost control and hit a 
light pole, wrapping its front end 
around the pole and trapping its 
two passengers inside.

Philbert Martin Williams, 20, 
and 18-year-old Christina Wipper 
— both of Flatlands — were later 
pronounced dead at Coney Island 

Mill Basin 
wreck claims 

two lives

Continued on page 14Continued on page 14
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WORKING AGAINST TIME: Paramedics work feverishly to free the two people trapped in this Nissan Maxima, which 
slammed into another vehicle at the intersection of Flatbush Avenue and Avenue U before wrapping around a pole on 
May 19. Photo by Steve Solomonson
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BY HANNAH FRISHBERG
When a Spanish colonist 

comes along, you must whip 
him.

That was the message 
of the Carnival of Tlaxcala 
(pronounced t-la-SCAH-
lah) celebration, an import 
from the Central Mexican 
state, that fi lled a corner of 
Sunset Park with mask-and-
feather-wearing revelers 
whacking each other in the 
behind with bullwhips on 
Sunday. The pomp and hurt-
in-the-pants takes place 
before Lent in Mexico, but 
folks turned out from Con-
necticut, New Jersey, and 
Queens to catch a glimpse of 
their traditions brought to 
life in Brooklyn.

In the Dance of the 
Snakes, the party’s most at-
tention-grabbing event, men 
called huehues (pronounced 
way-ways) wear natty out-
fi ts, wooden masks, hand-
painted to represent Spanish 
landowners, and hats decked 
out with ostrich feathers to 
simulate indigenous head-
dresses, and exchange fl og-
gings between dance moves. 
Participants often come out 
the worse for wear, but it is 
all worth it to keep the cus-
tom alive, an organizer said.

“It’s really painful — 
sometimes there is bleeding 
and marks on the legs,” said 
Oscar Perez Morales, who 
hails from the Tlaxcala vil-
lage of Panzacola. “Some 
guys use protection, but 
some guys wear only pants. 
It’s the tradition.”

The loud cracks of the 
whip are meant to evoke 
thunder and bring rain in 
the spring.

In Tlaxcala, Mexico’s 
smallest state, the costumed 

dancers process through 
the streets with fl oats after 
crowning a Carnival queen. 

During the celebrations 
there the streets fi ll up with 
craft sellers, food vendors, 
and fi reworks. The proceed-
ings close with the heads of 
groups of costumed dandies 
bearing crosses to the al-
tar of a church and saying 
prayers, then heading to 
the village square for a fi nal 
dance.

Morales, who lives in 
Queens,  organizes the festi-
vals  throughout New York 
City and in New Jersey with 
two other Mexican expats, 
who lay their heads in Dit-
mas Park.
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NATIONAL PRIDE: (Above)
Masked dancers, called hue-
hues or viejitos, trade blows 
with sinister but elegant bull-
whips. Participants wear the 
wooden masks, hand-painted 
to resemble Spanish landown-
ers, who are mocked in this 
parade of cultural pride. (Left) 
Adults and children participat-
ed in the festivities with their 
faces covered.  
 Photos by Stefano Giovannini

TLAXCALA VISTA
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
This ain’t the History 

Channel, folks!
Vikings marauded 

through Bay Ridge over the 
weekend, fi rst striking in 
Owl’s Head Park on May 17, 
and the following day along 
Third Avenue.

The invasion’s planners 
hailed the two-day raid as a 
massive success.

“I thought it was out-
standing. I don’t think 
we’ve had this size turnout 
in many years,” said Arlene 
Rutuelo, chairwoman of the 
17th of May Parade commit-
tee, which this year marked 
the 200th Anniversary of 
Norwegian independence.

Hundreds fi rst poured 
into the park at 68th Street 
and Colonial Road for his-
torically accurate re-en-
actments of ancient Nordic 
life — including a folk band 
from Norway and no short-
age of swordplay. Then on 
Sunday, thousands lined 
Third Avenue to cheer 
on rolling longships and 
marching bands.

Invaders journeyed from 
far and wide to reach the 
Ridge, with some voyaging 
from South Carolina, North 
Dakota, and even Norway 
itself to take part in the rev-
elry of conquest.

“Every year we try to keep 
Bay Ridge a destination, with 
Viking Fest and with the pa-
rade,” said Rutuelo.

The two-pronged attack 
was also an opportunity for 
Scandinavians to introduce 

Brooklyn to their traditions 
— which have roots in the 
borough stretching back to 
the 1890s, when thousands 
of Scandinavians emi-
grated into Sunset Park. 
Many of those Norwegians 
moved up to Bay Ridge by 
the mid-20th Century.

“It’s an important event 
because we get to celebrate 
and educate about our cul-
ture,” said Viking Fest or-
ganizer Victoria Hofmo. 
“We get to talk about the Vi-
kings in a different way. It’s 
not just about raping and 
pillaging.”

LEADING THE NOR-WAY: (Clockwise from above) Molly, Tim and 
Alison Higgins all were Vikings for a day. Lily Adamo, Anikka Ada-
mo, and Makenna Larsen watch the parade. The 17th of May parade 
committee chairwoman Arlene Rutuelo and her cohorts organized 
and marched in the procession. Warriors clashed in Owl’s Head 
Park on May 17. Leif and Noah Westberg hang out with fortune teller 
Eileen Coles-Valkire. Corinne Hall shows off her skald-style ink. 

Ride of the Valkyries! 
Scandinavians seize Bay Ridge for the weekend
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Two of Brooklyn’s lead-

ing ladies are bowing out.
Assemblywoman Rhoda 

Jacobs (D–Flatbush) and 
Assemblywoman Joan 
Millman (D–Brooklyn 
Heights) announced on 
May 18 and May 19, respec-
tively, that they will not 
seek re-election this fall.

Jacobs said she will re-
tire from public service at 
end of her term this year, 
after more than three and 

a half decades represent-
ing her Ditmas Park-to-
Midwood turf.

“It has been an honor 
to represent the diverse 
and hard-working peo-
ple of the 42nd Assembly 
District over the past 36 
years,” Jacobs said. “After 
much thought and consid-
eration, I have decided to 
retire from the New York 
State Assembly.”

Jacobs, who turns 77 
this year, first became a 

state representative in 
1978, when Ed Koch was 
mayor and Jimmy Carter 
was in the Oval Office. As-
sembly Speaker Sheldon 
Silver (D–Manhattan) rec-
ognized her long service 
in 2003, when he appointed 
her assistant speaker. 

She impressed observ-
ers with her ability to hold 
onto elected office even as 
the demographics of her 
district changed dramati-
cally over the decades. 
 Jacobs, who is Jewish, 
crushed Haiti-born activ-
ist Rodneyse Bichotte by 
more than 2,000 votes in 
the now-60-percent black 
district during a closely 
watched 2012 race . 

 This paper first re-
ported rumors of Jacob’s 
retirement in March , 
which reportedly inspired 
Bichotte to take another 
stab at replacing the long-
serving pol this year. Bi-
chotte praised Jacobs in a 
statement shortly after the 
announcement on Sunday.

“I called Rhoda earlier 
today to congratulate her 
on 36 years of service and I 
look forward to her contin-
uous contributions in our 
community. I wish her the 
very best,” said Bichotte, 

who currently serves as 
the area’s district leader, 
an unpaid position rep-
resenting the Assembly 
district inside the Demo-
cratic Party. 

Jacobs’ retirement sets 
up a tense contest for her 
seat in the Democratic 
primary in September. 
Bichotte has already gar-
nered the endorsements 
of leading Brooklyn poli-
ticians including Coun-
cilman Jumaane Wil-
liams (D–East Flatbush) 
and Public Advocate Leti-
tia James. Jacobs aide L. 
Rickie Tulloch announced 
his own bid for the seat in 
April, and has been cam-
paigning, claiming he has 
the incumbent’s backing 
to be her successor. 

A spokesman for Jacobs 
said he could not comment 
on whether the assembly-
woman would endorse 
Tulloch. 

The 74-year-old Mill-
man, who took office in 
1997, said that she would 
leave her post to take a job 
at the city Department for 
the Aging.

Brooklyn Heights dis-
trict leader Jo Anne Si-
mon said she will run for 
the seat in November.

Rhoda Jacobs  File photo

Two long-serving assemblywomen calling it quits

Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, 
pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-sculpting procedure 
designed to remove fat and contour the body without invasive 
surgery. ZERONA® allows you to continue your daily activities 
without interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® 
works by utilizing the Low Level Laser (FDA cleared for laser 
body contouring to emulsify far which them releases into 
the interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through the body during its normal course of 

detoxification. The ZERONA® procedure was 
proven through a double-blind, randomized, 
multi-site, and placebo controlled study in 
which patients average loss of 3.64 inches, and 
some lost as much as 9 inches compared to the 
placebo group that lost only half an inch.

NEW & NON-INVASIVE
“What if I told you this cutting-edge device could melt inches 
off your waist and keep them off for good.” — Doctor Oz

talking about the ZERONA® LipoLaser

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, hips and 
thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight loss program — we 
are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off excess water weight. Results vary individually.

ZERONA®  WORKSHOP
When: Tuesday, May 27th, 6:15pm –8pm

Where:
Cost: FREE

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
A Williamsburg venue 

is looking to turn the for-
tunes of one unlucky couple 
burned by the abrupt clo-
sure of the Dumbo gastro-
pub Rebar upside down.

The owners of the bar 
and restaurant 1 Knicker-
bocker have been trying to 
help fi ll the void left in the 
wake of Rebar’s shuttering 
since shortly after it was 
 announced on May 9 , offer-
ing discounts and trying to 
accommodate last-minute 
bookings from frantic wed-
ding parties. Now they are 
offering up a free wedding 

and holding a sad contest to 
fi nd the engaged pair most 
in need of the nuptials.

“I think this might be a 
way to really make a differ-
ence for one couple,” said 
Jesse Levitt, who owns 1 
Knickerbocker with his 
wife and another business 
partner. “We want to focus 
our effort on where we can 
help the most.”

To fi gure out who exactly 
fi ts the bill, Levitt is asking 
couples to e-mail 1 Knicker-
bocker by May 31 with the 
date the Rebar wedding was 
scheduled for and the predic-

Burned Rebar couple 
could get lucky break

Continued on page 7

Joan Millman  File photo

 Courier Life Classifieds
call (718) 260—2555



M
AY 23–29, 2014, C

OURIER L
IFE

5

B

G

M

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
It’s a jungle in there!
Sixty fourth- and fi fth-

graders at PS 253 let their 
inner animals out on May 
15 in the original musi-
cal “Journey of the Wild-
hearted.”

The furred and feathered 
feature was a collabora-
tion of the Brighton Beach 
school’s theater, dance, and 
music programs.

“When we bring all 
those components together, 
that’s my favorite part,” 

said music teacher Adria 
Francani.

Francani penned the 
play after talking with 
her sister and theater in-
structor Elisia Francani, 
and dance teacher Andrea 
Caputo about what to do 
for PS 253’s annual spring 
show. The trio discussed 
what songs they might like 
to have the kids sing — 
“Dancing in the Streets” by 
Martha and the Vandellas 
and Katy Perry’s “Roar” 
came to mind — and that 

planted the seed of the story 
in Francani’s mind.

“It just popped into my 
head, ‘why don’t we do jun-
gle theme?’ ” said Francani.

So Francani wrote the 
tale of a blue Maltese tiger 
who leaves his rainforest 
home to travel to Disney-
land in hopes of becoming 
a movie star. The show in-
cluded songs ranging from 
Robin Thicke’s “Blurred 
Lines” to “When I Grow 
Up” from the musical 
“Matilda,” all with rewrit-

ten lyrics to fi t the story.
Dozens of students au-

ditioned, and those picked 
practiced three days a week 
for almost three months, 
both during and after 
school. Francani credits 
Principal Lisa Speroni’s 
support of creative pro-
gramming for the show’s 
success.

“We all as a team feel 
very lucky to work in a 
school that has an admin-
istration that truly believes 
in the arts,” Francani said.

WILD AT HEART: (Left) Sixty kids at PS 253 performed the origi-
nal show “Journey of the Wild-Hearted” on May 15. (Center) Fifth-
grader Veronika Zaluha made quite the stylish bird. (Above) Fifth-
grader Karina Garcia played a blue tiger who travels to Disneyland.
 Photos by Elizabeth Graham

Brighton kids go wild in musical
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Thursday, 5/22
5:00PM – 11:00PM 

POP-
pay one price

$25 Pay one price for rides
$20 Pay one price for rides w/ coupon

$5 Regular Admission Applies

DATE NAME SPECIAL

Friday, 5/23
5:00PM – 12:00AM 

POP-
pay one price

$30 Pay one price for rides-8PM-Midnight
$25 Pay one price for rides w/ coupon

$5 Regular Admission Applies

Saturday, 5/24
12:00PM – 12:00AM 

Monday, 5/26
12:00PM – 11:00PM 

Tickets

Memorial Day 
Special - POP -
pay one price

$5 Regular Admission Applies
Coupon not applicable

$25 Pay one price for rides
$20 Pay one price for rides w/ coupon

$5 Regular Admission Applies

Sunday, 5/25
1:00PM – 11:00PM 

Tickets
$5 Regular Admission Applies
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Call it Brighton 
shock.

Sources say 
that Assemblyman Steve 

Cymbrowitz (D–Brighton 
Beach) is trying to broker a 
deal that would permit the 
swank, beachfront Oceana 
condominiums to take over 
a section of the public shore 
— which they say explains 
 the pol’s opposition to the 
high-rise public toilets the 
city is building in front of 
the complex .

Cymbrowitz proposed a 
bill in May 2013 that would 
eliminate state oversight 
of the peninsula’s beach, 
which has always required 
that the city not interfere 
with the public’s ability to 
enjoy the waterfront — a 
fi rst step toward privati-
zation. In the face of pro-
test, Cymbrowitz initially 
claimed the move would 
help create a bike lane link-
ing Brighton Beach to Sea-
gate,  but then promised to 
withdraw the legislation . 
 He put the bill up again in 
January , and only scuttled 
it after further local outcry. 

Sources recalled that 
Oceana posted guards along 
the beach to turn away 
non-residents when it fi rst 
opened in 2001, until the 
Parks Department forced 
them to allow public access 
to the city sands. They also 
noted that builder Muss De-
velopment still advertises a 
“private beach” as one of 
Oceana’s features.

“Muss completed an ar-
ray of recreational facili-
ties, including a swim club, 
private beach, landscaped 
grounds, fully equipped 
and staffed health club and 
a 6,500-square-foot event 
space and spa,” reads the 
 company’s website . 

Of course, a towering pub-
lic toilet between the condos 
and the sand would fl ush any 
chance at privatization. 

Cymbrowitz has led the 
fi ght to prevent a pair of el-
evated bathrooms from ris-
ing along the promenade in 
front of the ritzy condos — 
even though  relocating the 
lofty loos could cost the city 
$6 million . Oceana residents 
and Muss Development 
have rewarded the assem-
blyman’s efforts,  dumping 

thousands into his cam-
paign coffers last year .

But the pol’s history 
with the residential com-
plex — and with the Muss 
family, which has owned 
the land for two genera-
tions — goes back more 
than 20 years. City records 
from then show that Cym-
browitz, then director of 
housing and community 
development for the  scan-
dal-scarred Metropoli-

tan Council on Jewish 

Poverty , testifi ed at a 1992 
hearing in favor of a vari-
ance allowing the condo 
towers to be built higher 
than zoning permitted. 

The Met Council did not 
return calls for comment. 

Cymbrowitz did not 
deny that he has talked 
with Oceana about privatiz-
ing the beach, but Muss De-
velopment said that it has 
had no such discussions 
with the assemblyman — 
and claimed that the “pri-
vate beach” reference on its 
website is a typo. 

The city is due to an-
nounce whether to move the 
toilets in the next month.

• • •
The city wants to change 

its Campaign Finance Act to 
benefi t Sandy-damaged prop-
erty owners — a move that 
is raising questions among 
good-government groups.

A new amendment pro-
posed by the Department of 
Housing Preservation and 
Development — the agency 
responsible for overseeing 
affordable housing — would 
exempt landlords receiv-
ing Sandy-related federal 
aid through the depart-
ment from having to fi le 
the paperwork for business 
dealings with the city. The 
agency argued the proposal 
would eliminate headaches 

for affl icted homeowners.
“Our goal is to help 

streamline the recovery 
process by removing this 
extra paperwork for storm 
victims who are applying 
for federal disaster recovery 
funds,” said agency spokes-
man Eric Bederman.

But watchdogs note that 
the law only empowers Hous-
ing Preservation and Devel-
opment to propose changes 
to the Campaign Finance 
Act that will benefi t resi-
dents of affordable housing.

“Whether recipients of 
federal disaster funds con-
stitute affordable housing is 
an open question. We would 
need to hear HPD’s legal 
rationale for what they be-
lieve is their authority,” 
said Alex Camarda, direc-
tor of public policy and ad-
vocacy for Citizens Union.

The city declined to 
comment on Camarda’s re-
marks.

• • •
Democratic insiders 

say that Kings County 
boss Frank Seddio has 
launched an all-out effort 
to re-elect controversial 
state Sen. John Sampson 
(D–Canarsie) — in spite of 
Sampson’s recent indict-
ment for embezzlement. 

Seddio has reportedly 
been phoning operatives 
throughout Sampson’s 
Brownsville-to-Sheepshead 
Bay turf, pressing them to 
endorse the incumbent,  who 
was arrested last year for al-
legedly looting foreclosure 
sales to fund his 2005 run for 
district attorney . Sampson 
— who pleaded not guilty 
—  faces up to 120 years in 
prison if convicted .

A party source said that 
Seddio’s gamble is that any 
conviction will come after 
the September primary — 
when he hopes Sampson 
will beat back challenges 
from homeless advocate 
Sean Henry and Service 
Employees International 
Union political coordinator 
Dell Smitherman. Seddio 
would then be able to hand-
pick Sampson’s replace-
ment on the ballot for the 
safely Democratic seat. 

Seddio could not be 
reached for comment by 
press time.

WILL’S
WATCH

BY WILL BREDDERMAN

Sources: Brighton’s beach 
could be privatized by pol

* APR = Annual Percentage Rate. These rates are available to well-qualified borrowers 
when payroll deduction or direct deposit is selected as the method of repayment. Some 
applicants will qualify at higher rates as determined by creditworthiness. For model 
years 2014-2013, your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.29 on 
each $1,000 borrowed at 1.45% APR. For model years 2012-2010, your payments will 
consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.60 on each $1,000 borrowed at 2.15% APR. 
Some restrictions apply. Rates will increase after closing if you stop paying your loan by 
automatic payroll deduction or direct deposit. Rates subject to change without notice. 
Competitive rates available for older models and refinances. Membership required. 
Special low rate promotion ends June 2nd, 2014. 

…with an MCU Auto Loan

THINGS ARE    
LOOKING UP
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nymcu.org
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Cops arrested Rebar owner 

Jason Stevens on felony tax fraud 
and theft charges last Thursday, 
a week after he shuttered his bar 
and restaurant suddenly,  leaving 
dozens of to-be-married couples 
out of money and a place to hold 
their weddings .

Stevens was arraigned in 
Kings County Criminal Court for 
allegedly failing to fi le taxes and 
pocketing sales tax money from 
June 2009 to Dec. 2012, according 
to documents from the district 

attorney’s offi ce. A spurned love-
bird praised the allegedly shady 
proprietor’s capture.

“We’re happy that he was 
caught,” said Christian Pas-
carella, who had a wedding 
booked at Rebar and is helping 
 organize some of the put-out cou-
ples . “We’re glad that he’s not out 
of the country or anything like 
that. He’ll probably have to start 
facing the music now.”

The Dumbo space’s closing 
has sent couples  scrambling to 
try to get their money back from 

Stevens and fi nd a new venue to 
host their special day .

The district attorney’s of-
fi ce initially said it was eyeball-
ing the missing wedding deposit 
money, but now says that the is-
sue should be sorted out in civil 
court.

Authorities released Stevens 
on $100,000 bail, $30,000 of which 
Stevens posted in cash, accord-
ing to the district attorney’s of-
fi ce.

Stevens’ lawyer declined to 
comment.

Rebar owner fi nally arrested

Do you have 
chronic knee 
pain from arthri-

tis or a torn meniscus? Do 
you have chronic shoul-
der pain from arthritis 
or a torn rotator cuff? 
Have you had medica-
tions, physical therapy or 
even surgery without any 
relief?

Here’s good news. 
There is a revolutionary 
non-surgical treatment 
called prolotherapy that 
has been proven to be 
80% successful with these 
types of chronic pain. 
When knee or shoulder 
pain does not respond 
to usual treatments, the 
reason is because the real 
cause of pain is the weak-
ened or torn ligaments 
and tendons. Ligaments 
and tendons are strong 
fibers that support and 
stabilize the shoulder 
and knee.

It is easy to find out 
if your knee or shoulder 
problem is due to weak-
ened or torn ligaments 
or tendons. Press your 
knuckle on the inside of 
your knee beginning just 
above the knee going to 

below the knee. If it hurts 
a lot, then most likely, 
the tendons and liga-
ments are torn. You can 
do the same procedure 
in the front and back of 
the shoulder. If it really 
hurts when you press 
your knuckle on the knee 
and shoulder, then you 
are a good candidate for 
prolotherapy.

Prolotherapy is also 
used to treat chronic pain 
in the elbow, ankle and 
wrist (carpal tunnel). It is 
an excellent treatment for 
“whiplash” injuries and 
headaches following car 
accidents. Prolotherapy 
has been used extensive-
ly for chronic back and 
neck pain.

Prolotherapy is a treat-
ment that increases blood 
flow to the damaged ten-
dons and ligaments and 
stimulates repair and 
healing. If done by doc-
tors well experienced in 
prolotherapy, it is a sim-
ple and safe treatment 
with a very high perma-
nent success rate.

Dr. George Stuart 
Hackett, an orthopedic 
surgeon, started pro-

lotherapy in 1939. Dr. 
Hackett, dubbed as the 
“Father of Prolotherapy”, 
had treated about 1,600 
patients in a period of 19 
years. Eighty two percent 
of these patients obtained 
good permanent relief.

A scientific study done 
at the Samsun Medical 
Clinic and University 
of California at San 
Diego was published 
in the Journal of Spinal 
Disorders in 1993. It 
showed prolotherapy to 
have an amazing 87% 
success rate.

Before you, your fam-
ily and friends undergo 
surgery for chronic knee 
or shoulder pain, you 
should check out pro-

lotherapy. To learn more 
about prolotherapy, go 
on www.yourprolo.
com, Facebook/
Dr.Castillo’s Pain 
Relief Center or call 
A.N.L. del Castillo, 
M.D. at 718-966-
8120. 

Dr. Castillo is the most 
experienced board certi-
fied pain management 
specialist in Brooklyn 
and Staten Island with 33 
years experience in this 
field. 

His office is 
located at 9731 
4t h Avenue, 
Brooklyn and 126 
Wieland Avenue, 
Staten Island.

A revolutionary non-surgical 
treatment for chronic knee 

and shoulder pain

BAILED OUT: Rebar owner Jason Stevens was arrested for not paying his taxes six 
days after he suddenly closed his restaurant and event space in Dumbo. He’s now 
out on bail. File photo

ament they fi nd themselves 
in after the business’ abrupt 
closure. The owners say they 
will pick the twosome that 
seems to have it the worst.

The winning couple will 
receive a wedding party for 
as many as 100 guests, a buf-
fet dinner, an open bar, and 
full staffi ng for the event, 
the restaurateur said.

Good deeds like Levitt’s 

are the only bright side to 
a terrible situation, said 
Christian Pascarella, who 
has been helping organize 
the Rebar couples to save 
their weddings, and who 
had shelled out $17,500 to 
Rebar for an October 2015 
wedding only to have owner 
Jason Stevens lock up the 
place and disappear. 

“That’s a beautiful ges-
ture,” he said about 1 Knick-

erbocker’s wedding give-
away. “That’s been the one 
silver lining in all this, see-
ing people come together.”

Pascarella estimates 
that about 200 couples had 
their wedding plans dashed 
when Stevens closed Re-
bar and that he could have 
made off with as much as 
$1 million in cash.

Stevens resurfaced after 
a week under  indictment 
for tax evasion . Prosecu-
tors charge that he pock-
eted the saloon and eatery’s 

sales taxes between 
2009 and 2012. His 
next court date was 
set for Thursday, af-
ter press time.

The district at-
torney’s offi ce ini-
tially said it was eye-
ing whether Rebar’s 
surprise closure was 
criminal, but now 
says jilted lovebirds 
will have to sue to 
get their money back. 
The lack of response 
from law enforcement 
has the spurned ro-
mantics feeling aban-
doned, Pascarella 
said.

“The district at-
torney and the attor-
ney general really 
aren’t doing enough,” 
he said. “They’re not 
helping us.”

Couples that wish to 
apply for the free wedding 
should send an e-mail to 
info@1knickerbocker.net 
by May 31. The message 
should include contact in-
formation, the wedding 
date, and a description of 
what makes your wedding 
situation unique. A couple 
will be announced on June 
2, according to 1 Knicker-
bocker.

Continued from page 4 

Couple

HELPING HANDS: Aimee Arciuolo and 
Jesse Levitt, the owners of 1 Knicker-
bocker in Williamsburg, are offering 
a free wedding to one of the couples 
scorned by Rebar’s closing. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham
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68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Orchard raid
A bandit made off with a feast of Apple 

products from a 14th Avenue home on May 
16, police say.

The victim said that he left his home 
between 66th and 67th streets at 10 am, 
and returned at 2:30 pm to fi nd his iPad, 
iPad mini, iPod Classic, and iPod Touch 
all missing. How the plucky thief got in is 
unclear.

Dyker heist
A burglar busted into a 76th Street res-

idence and stole thousands in jewelry and 
cash on May 16, according to cops.

The victim reported leaving her home 
between 11th and 12th avenues at 2 pm, 
and returned an hour later to fi nd her 
basement door broken in. Inside, she dis-
covered her stash of bling and $3,500 in 
cold cash missing. 

No refund
A lowlife enlisted a locksmith to break 

into a 68th Street garage and steal the 
tools stored inside on May 14 — and left 
only a receipt for the handiwork behind, 
authorities report.

The victim told cops he went to the 
rented carport between Ridge Boulevard 
and Bay Cliff Terrace at 9:55 am to fi nd 
the door unlocked. On the fl oor inside, he 
found the stub from the locksmith. 

He went to the key craftsman, who told 
him he had gotten a call for assistance at 
the garage, and had opened the entryway 
for the perp only an hour before. 

Large sums
A schemer scammed $25,000 out of a 

woman living on 68th Street on May 15, 
cops say.

The victim stated that she got a call 
from the con artist at her home between 
Fort Hamilton Parkway and 10th Avenue 
at 2 pm. The chiseler told her over the 
phone that he was the New York State 
Banking Commissioner, and ordered her 
to immediately withdraw $25,000 from her 
checking account, and await a banking of-
fi cer who would come to her home to pick 
up the funds. 

The woman withdrew the dough, and a 
man with a badge arrived at her door at 5 
pm and took the money.

Parking violation
A thief jacked the tires and rims from 

a man’s vehicle on Colonial Road on May 

13, police state.
The victim told the authorities that he 

left his car between 86th and 87th streets 
at 11:15 pm — and returned an hour and 

a half later to fi nd his treads and hubcap 
covers gone. 

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

McDonald’s run
A crook swiped a woman’s phone from 

her hand on McDonald Avenue on May 15, 
police say.

The woman said she was walking be-
tween Avenues T and S at 11:10 pm when 
the lowlife ran up behind her and grabbed 
the gadget away.

Wolverine State scrape
A thief stole parts from a car parked 

on Rutherford Place — and police say they 
are on the lookout for a van with Michigan 
plates.

The victim said he left his car near Bay 
17th Street at 1 pm, and came back later 
to fi nd the engine stripped. Eyewitnesses 
reported seeing a light-colored minivan 
with plates from the mitten-shaped state 
parked alongside the victim’s vehicle for 
a long period.

Car clean-out
A villain busted into a vehicle parked 

on 67th Street on May 13 and stole the ste-
reo and global positioning system from in-
side, according to cops.

The victim said he left his car near 19th 
Avenue at 7:05 pm, and came back later to 
fi nd the window in splinters and his sound 
system and directions device gone.

Mopping up
A domestic dispute inside an Avenue T 

residence left a man with mop injuries on 
May 15, police state.

The 41-year-old victim said his girl-
friend struck him with the cleaning im-
plement inside their home near the corner 
of W. Ninth Street at 3:02 am.

Mop ’til you drop
A struggle over a mop left both mem-

bers of a young couple hurting inside their 
81st Street apartment on May 14, cops say.

The 28-year-old male claimed his lady 
friend struck him with the tassled end of 
the mop at 2 am in their home between 
20th and 21st avenues at 2 am — while the 
21-year-old female said that he hit her with 
the handle. Both reported bruises and 
scratches. — Will Bredderman

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
A family dispute in Bay Ridge left a 

mother dead and her husband and child 
hospitalized early Tuesday morning in 
what police describe as a murder and 
attempted suicide.

Authorities report responding to 
the call about the incident in a build-
ing on Marine Avenue near the corner 
of 95th Street at 2:21 am. A grisly scene 
greeted them — a 46-year-old woman 
on the ground with a stab wound to the 
neck, a 52-year-old man with a gouged 
stomach, and a 14-year-old boy with a 
slashed forearm.

Emergency personnel arrived on 
the scene shortly afterward and pro-
nounced Gyltene Rugova dead at the 
scene, and transported the teen and his 
father to Lutheran Medical Center in 
stable condition. 

Police have taken the father into 
custody and charged him with second 
degree murder, criminal possession of 
a weapon, assault, and endangering the 
welfare of a child.

A 68th Precinct source said that the 
father and late mother had gotten into 
an argument that turned deadly, with 
the man grabbing a knife and fatally 
stabbing his wife — before turning 
the blade on himself. The 14-year-old 
was reportedly sleeping in an adjoin-
ing room with his two siblings when he 

awoke and attempted to restrain his fa-
ther, sustaining the wound to his arm 
during the struggle. 

The two other children were not 
physically harmed in the tragedy. 

The father’s attorney could not be 
reached for comment by press time.

Police: Family fi ght 
led to her murder

TRAGIC END: Gyltene Rugova died on May 20 
from a stab wound to the neck that police say 
was infl icted by her husband. 
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BY MAX JAEGER
Sheepshead Bay’s fl ag-

ship street fair drew huge 
crowds over the weekend.

Thousands of Brook-
lynites descended upon 
Emmons Avenue for the 
Bay Improvement Group’s 
annual Bay Fest. The free 
event featured live music, 
kids’ activities, and sam-
ples of local food, as well as 
information about disaster 

recovery. Attendees said 
the occasion was an im-
portant day for communi-
ties still reeling from Hur-
ricane Sandy a year and a 
half after the storm.

“It really was like a sea 
of people on Emmons Av-
enue,” said Michael Tay-
lor of Gerritsen Beach. “It 
was nice to see something 
other than water fl ooding 
the avenue.”

 The weather proved 
better than last year , when 
crowds had to brave a bit of 
rain, attendees said. 

For the fi rst time, or-
ganizers allowed restau-
rants to set up tables and 
give away free samples. 
To draw attention to the 
local fare, Bay Fest orga-
nizers brought in a spe-
cial guest — a travelling 
truck loaded with six-ton 

replica of an Idaho potato. 
Local eateries offered up 
some samples of potato-
based dishes to keep with 
the tater theme, and potato 
pies from Georgian restau-
rant Apani were a big hit, 
folks said.

“My step daughter loved 
them,” said Taylor.

Live music on two 
stages also caught locals’ 
ears, too. 

FATASTIC FEST: (Above) Jerry Sonnal and Richie Hernandez hold 
up a copy of their favorite newspaper — the Bay News. (Center) 
Beatles tribute band Strawberry Fields played a two-hour set of 
songs made famous by the lads from Liverpool. (Right) Michelle 
Li tries on a hat she got from the New York City Fire Department, 
which was giving safety demonstrations during the festival.

Bay Fest fans flock to festivities 

LibertyHearingCenters.com

BAY RIDGE 
9015 5th Ave, Lower Level · Brooklyn, NY 11209

SHEEPSHEAD BAY 
2204 Voorhies Ave · Brooklyn, NY 11235

CENTRAL BROOKLYN 
 445 Lenox Rd, Ste J · Brooklyn, NY 11203

Call today to schedule a 
complimentary consultation.

718.513.9701HEARING CENTERS
DOCTORS OF AUDIOLOGY

COMPLIMENTARY
consultation with free clean/check of 

your current hearing devices.
Expires 5/31/14.

$400 OFF
a two-device hearing system.

Expires 5/31/14. Cannot be combined with 
any other discounts or insurance benefits. 
Applicable with AGX5, 7, or 9 technology.

Attend our event and receive:
• A complimentary hearing screening
• A free clean & check of your current hearing technology
• An in-office demonstration of the latest hearing technology
• Special savings on the most state-of-the-art hearing devices

AGAIN
THE BIRDS 

I CAN HEAR 

BETTER HEARING MONTH EVENT
Free Screenings now until May 31.

GET ALLERGY RELIEF!
The Center for Allergy, Asthma & Immunology

Hay Fever?  Asthma?  Sinusitis?  
Chronic Cough?  Itchy Eyes?  Sneezing?

Board Certified in Adult & Pediatric Allergy & Asthma

Faster Diagnosis Means Faster Relief!

718-444-8014

New Patients 

Welcome

Most Insurance 
Plans Accepted
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WE CARRY KEGS

WHOLESALE RETAIL BEER SODA JUICE WATER ICE
2102 UTICA AVENUE  718-434-3086

(Bet. Avenue M and N) Brooklyn, New York 11234

BEER KING
DISCOUNT BEVERAGES

BUSINESS HOURS:
Monday - Thursday 10am - 9pm  Friday - Saturday 10am - 10pm  Sunday 10am - 8pm

 WE CARRY WIDE SELECTION OF CRAFT BEERS  Exp. 05/31/14

SHANDY CARIB

 $30 

99             
+TAX & DEP.

24 Bottles

ANGOSTURA

 $23 

99            
+TAX & DEP.

Lemon Lime Bitter
24 Bottles

SOLO APPLE J

 $13 

99           
+TAX & DEP.

24 Bottles

RED STRIPE

$12 

99           
+TAX & DEP.

12 Packs

C&C SODA

 $5 

49        
+TAX & DEP.

24 Cans

COKE, D.COKE
SPRITE

$8 

99       
+TAX & DEP.

24 Cans

POLAND SPRING

$5 

99         

 
35 Pack

BUDWEISER

 $14 

99           
+TAX & DEP.

20 Bottles

HEINEKEN

         
+TAX & DEP.

24 Bottles

BECK’S

$19 

99          
+TAX & DEP.

16 Oz. Can
24 Cans

SEAGRAMS

10 FOR 
$10 

00                 
+TAX & DEP.

WINE COOLERS

HEINEKEN

 $19 

99           
+TAX & DEP.

7 Oz.
24 Bottles

CORONA

          
+TAX & DEP.

24 Bottles

GUINNESS

          
+TAX & DEP.

24 Bottles

BUDWEISER

          

36 Pack

RED BULL

$32 

99            
+TAX & DEP.

8 Oz.
24 Cans

SMIRNOFF ICE

$13 

99           
+TAX & DEP.

12 Packs

POLAND SPRING

$5 

99         

1 Gallon Bottle 
6 Packs

ICE

$8 

00
.

 7 BAG SLEEVE

PEARDRAX

 $21 

99            
+TAX & DEP.

10 Oz.
24 Bottles

MEMORIAL
DAY

BRING
THIS AD

FOR
SPECIALS

BRING
THIS AD

FOR
SPECIALS

$28 

99 $27 

99 $27 

99

COORS LIGHT

          

36 Pack Can

+TAX & DEP.

$21 

99
+TAX & DEP.

$21 

99

+TAX & DEP.

+TAX & DEP.

+TAX & DEP.
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Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!
On ALL Air Conditioners & Major Appliances

8705 5

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER                   

$1495
+ PARTS
+ TAX

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 06/30/14

REPAIR ANY VACUUM  
OR SEWING MACHINE

MR. VACUUM COUPON

E

@bkindiemedia
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All Phases Of Quality Home 
Improvement That’s Affordable!!

Local Home Improvement Company 
in Brooklyn, New York

Monday - Saturday, 8 am - 8 pm

Aetos Home Improvement
917-716-9920

www.aetoshomeimprovement.net
Proudly Serving a 30-Mile Radius of Staten Island, 

New York, including Brooklyn, Queens, & Manhattan

10% OFF
Valid on Any Finished Renovation

Everyone should be comfortable at home. That s why the EmPowerEveryone should be comfortable at home That’s why the EmPower
New York program provides income-eligible residents* with free 
energy upgrades—all at no cost to you. To learn more and see if
you’re eligible, visit nyserda.ny.gov/comfort.

* You may be eligible for EmPower New York if you are eligible for HEAP benefits, participate in a utility payment assistance
program or have a household income below 60 percent of the state median (around $50,000 for a family of four).
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Keep your  
home cozy with 
FREE energy
upgrades

» EmPower New York. A better life begins at home.

Stanley Steemer’s® 
deep cleaning process ef-
fectively removes dust, pol-
len, pet dander and other 
microscopic pollutants 
that collect in your carpet, 
making your home cleaner 
and healthier. In fact, Stan-
ley Steemer is the first car-
pet cleaning company to be 
certified asthma & allergy 
friendly™ by the Asthma 
and Allergy Foundation of 
America. Stanley Steemer 
removes an average of 94% 
of common household al-
lergens from the carpet 
we clean. Eight out of ten 
people in the United States 
are exposed to home dust 
mite allergens, and six out 
of ten are exposed to cat or 
dog dander. 

An effective way to 
start controlling indoor 
asthma and allergies is to 

have your carpets profes-
sionally steam cleaned by 
Stanley Steemer. In fact, 
the Allergy and Asthma 
Foundation of America’s 
asthma & allergy friendly™ 
Certification Standard for 
Professional Carpet Steam 
Cleaning recommends you 
get a Certified Professional 
Steam cleaning every 3-4 
months, along with vacu-
uming 2-3 times a week 
with a certified vacuum 
cleaner.

AAFA is the oldest and 
largest asthma and allergy 
patient group in the world 
and is the leading advo-
cacy organization dedi-
cated to those with asthma 
and allergies. In 2006, the 
asthma & allergy friendly™ 
Certification Program was 
developed by AAFA and 
leading medical experts. 

All certified asthma & al-
lergy friendly™ products 
and services must undergo 
extensive scientific testing 
in independent accredited 
laboratories. This indepen-
dent testing ensures that 
these product and services 
meet the standards adopted 
by the Asthma and Allergy 
Foundation of America.

Founded in 1947, Stan-
ley Steemer has been the 
industry leader in carpet 
cleaning services for over 
65 years. President of Stan-
ley Steemer, Justin Bates, is 
the third generation to lead 
the family owned and oper-
ated business. Headquar-
tered in Dublin, OH, Stanley 
Steemer operates through a 
network of more than 250 
company-owned and fran-
chised locations through-
out the United States.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Certified asthma & allergy friendly™

BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Neighbors along 74th Street be-

tween Fifth and Sixth avenues say 
that a car service is clogging their 
block with vehicles — and leaving lit-
tle room for anyone else.

Cars working for a livery cab com-
pany on the block, called Black Sea 
Taxi and Limo, line the street — of-
ten double-parked — with no regard 
for the actual residents, according to 
folks who live there.

“If I look out my window now, there’s 
a Black Sea car parked directly in front 
of my house,” said resident Joseph Col-
lins. “That’s what the real problem is, 
and they won’t give up the spot.”

Homeowners complain that the 
congestion and double parking spoil 
what was once a peaceful neighbor-
hood.

“I used to live on a beautiful tree-
lined block. Now I come home and 
there are 14 double-parked cars,” 
said one resident, who asked not to be 
named.

The problem reportedly began less 
than a year ago, when the taxi stand 
re-opened under new management. 
Neighbors said the previous owner 
would order his drivers to move their 
cars if they were blocking needed 
parking spaces. 

“Before there was an agreement for 
them to not park. If I see them and say 
I need a spot, they would give it to me,” 
said 14-year resident Yefi m Magaza-
nin. “Now I come from work at about 
6, 6:30 and it’s so hard to fi nd a spot.”

Others said that the drivers for the 
new company respond with hostility 
when asked to relocate.

“These guys now, they sit there — 
you ask them to move their car, they’ll 
give you the fi nger,” said another 
neighbor, who asked to remain anony-
mous. “You’ve got a radio, you can go 
park in a commercial area and come 
around when you get a call. You don’t 
have to sit in front of my house!”

Bay Ridge’s Community Board 10 

said that it has gotten more than a dozen 
complaints about Black Sea, and heard 
similar concerns from across the neigh-
borhood. 

“It’s an ongoing problem, to the 
frustration of a lot of local residents,” 
said CB10 district manager Josephine 
Beckmann

But Beckmann points out that the 
law does not consider taxis to be com-
mercial vehicles, and so they are al-
lowed to park on residential streets. 
She also pointed out that the Taxi and 
Limousine Commission — the city 
agency that regulates hired vehicles 
— requires that car services keep half 
their fl eet in off-street parking, but 
does not stipulate any way of marking 
or numbering cabs so that enforcement 
can tell if the statute is being followed.

Black Sea, for its part, claimed that 
it never keeps more than two or three 
cars parked on the street — out of a 
fl eet of 20. The company’s leadership 
also said that they only ever have one 
car double-parked on the street, and 
only directly in front of their base just 
off Fifth Avenue.

“We understand that people want 
parking spots, but we can’t hold spots 
for people just because they live on 
the block,” said co-owner Margarita 
Kaminski.

Cab cram in Bay Ridge

SEA-ZURE: Residents of 74th Street are up 
in arms over the parking habits of the Black 
Sea Car and Limo Service on their block.
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham



CO
UR

IE
R L

IF
E, 

M
AY

 2
3–

29
, 2

01
4

14

M

Hospital, according to po-
lice.

The driver and a pas-
senger from the sport util-
ity vehicle  were taken to 
Kings County Hospital 
with minor injuries, po-
lice said.

The intersection is a 
hotbed for traffi c accidents, 
according to city data. In 
the last 31 months, there 
have been 166 collisions in-
volving 348 people at Flat-
bush Avenue and Avenue 
U, resulting in 34 injuries, 
according to information 
from NYC Crashmapper, 
which compiles NYPD 
crash data from August 
2011 to the present. Mon-
day’s accident was the fi rst 
fatal incident since late 
2011, the data show.

Intense congestion 
took hold of the junction 
 last weekend after traffi c 
signals malfunctioned for 
four hours , resulting in 
several minor accidents, 
according to witnesses.

Councilman Alan Mai-
sel (D–Flatlands) said he 
was surprised to fi nd so 
many accidents have oc-

curred there in less than 
three years.

“That’s a lot of accidents 
— something needs to be 
done,” he said, pledging to 
meet with the Department 
of Transportation about 
improving safety at the 
junction.

Stationing traffi c con-
trol agents at the intersec-
tion might yield the best 
results, Maisel said, but 
the city would need to fi nd 
money for it.

“Having a traffi c con-
trol agents at peak times 
makes sense,” he said.

Continued from cover

Fatality

GONE TOO SOON: Christina Wipper of Flatlands was killed in an 
accident at Flatbush Avenue and Avenue U on Monday evening 
when the car she was riding in slammed into another vehicle. 

city records show.
There has not been any casual-

ties — yet — but falling limbs have 
caused damage to at least two cars, 
forcing residents to give up precious 
spots in the parking-strapped neigh-
borhood.

“It’s not the end of the world, but 
it’s frustrating that I can’t park out-
side of my house,” said Oren Salman, 
who got dinged with a $350 repair bill 
after a plummeting branch dented 
his car.

Salman said he called 311 and, to 
his confusion, the agency referred 
him to the Comptroller’s Offi ce, 
which handles the city’s treasury, not 
its trees.

A 311 spokeswoman said the 
agency may have routed him through 
the Comptroller to get him reim-
bursed for vehicle repairs, but Sal-
man said he just wants the trees taken 
care of before somebody gets hurt.

“Forget the cars, the trees are a 
hazard to people,” he said.

A Parks Department spokes-
woman said the agency will inspect 
the area in June and deal with any 
dead trees at that time. A 311 spokes-
woman could not explain why Banfi 
did not receive confirmations, and 
only found one record of a 311 call 
placed from her address in the last 
month.

Continued from cover

Zombtrees

DANGER LINGERS ABOVE: Sabrina Banfi  of Manhattan 
Beach says it is only a matter of time before a branch 
from the sickly trees on Falmouth Street knocks some-
one on the head. Photo by Steve Solomonson
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.

URGENT CARE & WALK IN CLINIC

Board Certifi ed Emergency Medicine Doctors Same as Kings County & Brookdale Hospital ER!

“Why Wait for 5 hrs in an E.R when you can be seen by Quick Docs in 15 min. Guaranteed”

255 East 98th

www.urgentcareinbrooklyn.com

 

VISIT US TODAY!!

 Internal Medicine

 Pediatrics
 

Chiropractics

 M
 O
Onsite Blood Draws All Major Credit 

Cards AcceptedI P

I A C
S F

Chiropractic and acupuncture treatments are offered by independent practitioners. By coming to the facility you 
are not obligated to see other practitioners on premises. While you may be referred for studies and/or consulta-
tions by other specialists you are free to follow up with the consultants or diagnostic facilities of your choice.

4630 Flatlands Avenue  347-587-4557
Enter On Schenectady Avenue

www.petitefl eurybakery.com

GRAND OPENING Hours of Business: Mon-Sat 7am-6pm
We would love to show you

what we will be offering
at our new location.

Please come and see our
variety of delectable treats.

Crusty Baguettes  Pastries
Scones  Coffee Cakes
Cookies  Sourdough
Fruit  Whole Grain

Sandwich Breads and more!

Dr. Oleg Karpenko, DPM
Board Qualified in Foot Surgery
FAMILY FOOT CENTER / ADULT & PEDIATRIC CARE

SPECIALIZING IN:
 Foot Surgery   Wound Care
 Orthotics   Braces
 Diabetic & Orthopedic Shoes

We Treat All Types of Foot & Ankle Conditions:

2380 Ralph Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11214 
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
The Prospect Park 

Zoo’s fl ock of sheep got a 
haircut over the weekend, 
to the shear delight of on-
lookers.

The zoo’s annual 
Fleece Festival celebrates 
the warm weather with a 
shearing demonstration 
from expert Donald Kad-
ing. Families in atten-
dance were impressed by 
Kading’s speed and ath-
leticism.

“The guy who cuts the 
sheep is amazing,” said 
David Dana, who came out 
with his wife and 4-year-
old son Forest to watch 
the fur of the zoo’s dozen 
sheep fl y.

The trim job keeps 
the creatures cool for the 
summer and the show 
was a great way for the 
family to spend the day, 
Dana said. Watching the 
docile beasts go from 
fl uffy to fi nely coiffed 

was a way to get his boy 
captivated by critters, he 
said.

“My wife loves ani-
mals, and she wants For-
est to as well,” he said.

The public shaving has 
been a staple of the zoo for 
more than 10 years and it 
does not cease to amaze 
the youth of Brooklyn, 
according to the zookeep-
ers.

“It is another oppor-
tunity for us to educate 
our urban community 
about our relationships 
to nature and wildlife, 
even on the farm,” said 
zoo director Denise Mc-
Clean. “For some of 
these children, a sheep 
can be just as exotic as a 
baboon!”

Fleece Fest also in-
cluded crafts and games 
and demonstrations to 
show kids how the freshly 
shorn wool gets spun into 
yarn.

Prospect Park Zoo’s fl ock gets a summer trim

A LITTLE OFF THE SIDES, PLEASE: Donald Kading has shaved a lot of 
sheep in his day. He was demonstrating his wooly work for onlookers 
at Prospect Park this weekend. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Sheep take off wool coats

May 24, 2014
June 14, 21, 2014

 
Don’t feel like cooking tonight ?

Try one of our delicious prepared meals.
Open Tues. thru Sun. 10am to 6pm

9517 3rd

IT’S BARBEQUE TIME
GET QUALITY MEATS AT VINNIES! 
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FREE
PEDICURE

WITH ANY  

TREATMENT

  MADE IN THE USA

BEST PRICE IN BROOKLYN 

MAGIC SLEEK 
the next generation in hair  
straightening - Formaldehyde FREE

ONLY $125

LASIO KERATIN TROPIC 

Only $100

COCO’S BRAZILIAN KERATIN

Only $100

COPPOLA KERATIN TREATMENT

Only $100

INOVA PROFESSIONAL PURE KERATIN 

Only $100

ANTI FRIZZ TREATMENT BY YOKO 

a new generation - safe, gentle & natural 

Only $100

JAPANESE STRAIGHTENING BY YOKO

Only $175

* $25 Mandatory Gratuity * Specials Cannot Be Combined with any other offer. 

GREAT SERVICE - LOW COST - CALL NOW!

OFFERING ALL HAIR 
STRAIGHTENING SYSTEMS

ANY LENGTH HAIR
reduces frizz & curl 

blocks effects of humidity

makes hair smoother & shinier

cuts down on blow-dry time

BENSIMON
OPEN SUNDAY–FRIDAY
468 Avenue P, Brooklyn, NY 11223
718.998.3099
www.bensimonspa.com

ON OUR SPECIAL OFFERS
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BY MAX JAEGER
Call them model youth.
A Flatbush Boys and 

Girls Club put on a fashion 
show at Kings Plaza Mall on 
May 17. The club’s Thomas 
S. Murphy Clubhouse or-
ganized the show to drum 
up interest in the program, 
which offers young people 
role models and mentors, 
one organizer said.

“We wanted to put our 
clubhouse on the map and 
really advertise what we 
do,” said staffer Nigel Wil-
liams, who also hit the run-
way during the event.

About 40 past and pres-
ent club members, as well 
as staffers, strutted their 
stuff down the catwalk 
for about 200 onlookers on 
Saturday, displaying cloth-

ing made by local retailers 
and the clubhouse itself, he 
said.

Williams said he pro-
vided some of the threads 
himself, but he got to keep 
other duds he displayed, 
which included a snappy 
black suit and a denim 
jacket modifi ed with breast 
pockets made using a cloth 
resembling cheetah print. 

It was one of the pieces the 
club modifi ed for the show, 
he said.

The annual tradition of 
a fashion show was created 
by Aleathea Sapp, the club’s 
Cultural Enrichment Pro-
gram specialist, to raise the 
self-esteem of youngsters 
while introducing them to 
careers in the fashion in-
dustry.

FASHION PLATES: (Left to right) Aaliyah Hospedales struts the 
runway at Kings Plaza’s fashion show in a stylish pant suit. Model 
Nigel Williams shows off his casual side. Gold embroidery, Island 
fashions and classic party dresses were all on display. 
 Photos by Steve Solomonson

Role models take to the catwalk

Spring is blooming with great rates.

At Flushing Bank, we’re small enough to know you and large enough to provide  
you with the great rates you’re looking for. Hurry, an offer like this can’t last forever. 

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

Plus, get up to $1503
 when you open a new checking account. 

BestRate Checking

1.00%
On balances of $5,000 or more

APY2

24-Month CD

1 New Accounts and new money only. APY effective May 19, 2014. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. For IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is 
$1,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2 New accounts and new money only. Existing checking account customers are not eligible. 
An existing checking customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. New money is defined as money not currently on deposit with Flushing Bank. The APY is effective  May 12, 2014. The annual percentage yield 
(APY) for BestRate Checking is 1.00% and will remain in effect for 90 days after account opening. At the end of this 90-day period the rate will revert to 0.45% and rate may change at any time without notice. You must maintain a daily balance of $5,000 for the statement cycle to receive 
the disclosed yield and to avoid the monthly maintenance fee of $10. A daily balance below $5,000 will be assessed a lower Annual Percentage Yield. Fees may reduce earnings. 3 New accounts and new money only. Existing checking account customers are not eligible. An existing checking 
customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. This offer is limited to one checking account per household. Minimum deposit required to open a new checking account is $100. Debit Card Purchases – You will 
receive $75 for the completion of 5 debit card purchases. Each debit card purchase must be $25 or more. Online Banking Bill-payments OR Direct Deposit – You will receive $75 for completing 5 online banking bill-payments via Flushing Bank’s Online Banking portal OR signing up for 
and receiving a recurring direct deposit of $250 or more. Each online bill-pay must be $25 or more. Tax refund checks do not qualify as direct deposit. Online Bill-payments, Debit Card Purchases and Direct Deposits must be completed prior to 60 days after the account is opened. THE 
MAXIMUM AMOUNT ANY CUSTOMER CAN RECEIVE IS $150. The compensation will be credited to the checking account on or about 75 days after the account is opened. A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. Other fees and restrictions may apply. Speak with a 
Flushing Bank representative for more information. All offers are subject to change and termination without prior notice at any time. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

1.15%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1
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ASK YOUR DOCTOR IF SOMETHING NONSURGICAL CAN BE DONE NOW 

Dupuytren’s contracture is a disorder of the hand that can worsen over time. XIAFLEX is the only FDA-approved therapy that is 
administered during an in-offi ce nonsurgical procedure to treat Dupuytren’s contracture where a “rope-like” cord can be felt. 
A hand specialist trained to inject XIAFLEX performs the procedure, and no general anesthesia is required for administration.  

Studies show that prescription XIAFLEX may help straighten the affected fi nger and improve range of motion. These results have 
been shown in contractures ranging from less severe to more severe. And that’s no small thing.

In two clinical studies, 64% and 44% of people receiving XIAFLEX (versus 7% and 5% of patients receiving placebo) had a straight or nearly 
straight fi nger after up to 3 XIAFLEX injection procedures. Most people required 1 or 2 injection procedures with XIAFLEX to help “break” the cord.

Since February 2010, approximately 45,000 people have had their Dupuytren’s contracture treated with XIAFLEX. 
Watch a video about one person’s treatment experience, and fi nd more information at XIAFLEX.com. 
Then, talk with your doctor to see if XIAFLEX may be right for you.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION 
Do not receive XIAFLEX if you have had an allergic reaction to collagenase clostridium histolyticum or any of the ingredients in XIAFLEX, 
or to any other collagenase product.

XIAFLEX can cause serious side effects including tendon rupture (break), ligament damage, nerve injury or other serious injury of the hand, or allergic 
reaction. Surgery could be required to fi x the damaged tendon or ligament.

Call your doctor right away if you have trouble bending your injected fi nger after the swelling goes down, pain, tingling, numbness, or problems using your 
treated hand or if you get hives, swollen face, breathing trouble, or chest pain.

Bleeding or bruising at the injection site can happen in people who receive XIAFLEX. It’s important to tell your doctor about a prior allergic reaction to XIAFLEX, 
or if you have a bleeding problem or use a blood thinner.

Common side effects include hand swelling, bruising, injection site reaction or bleeding, and pain.

XIAFLEX should be injected into the cord by a healthcare provider who is experienced in injection procedures of the hand and treating people with 
Dupuytren’s contracture.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 

Please see Important Product Information on the following page.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 1-877-XIAFLEX© 2014 Auxilium Pharmaceuticals, Inc. All rights reserved. XDC-00870 April 2014 

Find a XIAFLEX-experienced hand specialist near you.
Use the Physician Locator tool at XIAFLEX.com.

FOR ADULTS WITH DUPUYTREN’S CONTRACTURE WHEN A “CORD” CAN BE FELT

YOU MAY HAVE MORE OPTIONS 
THAN YOU THINK, AND THAT’S  

NO SMALL THING

XIAFLEX FOR INJECTION
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overactive bladder

Should have fewer bathroom stops
If the signs of overactive bladder (OAB) are becoming an all too familiar pattern, it may be 
time for a new direction. The SYNERGY study is a research study examining an investigational 
combination of two drugs prescribed for OAB to see if, when taken together, they provide more 
relief than when taken on their own. If you experience the frequent and sudden urge to urinate, 
followed by leakage, you may be eligible to participate.

TO learn more, visit OABandYou.com, or speak with our staff by 
contacting 917-409-3917 or beverly@manhattanmedicalresearch.com

MEDICAL 
RESEARCH 

GUIDE

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 
New York’s largest 

group of community 
newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

Important Product Information 
XIAFLEX® (Zī a flex) (collagenase clostridium histolyticum)

For injection, for intralesional use
Read this Important Product Information before you receive XIAFLEX for the treatment of Dupuytren’s contracture and each time you get an 
injection. There may be new information. This Important Product Information does not take the place of talking with your healthcare provider about 
your medical condition or treatment.
What is the most important information I should know about XIAFLEX for the treatment of Dupuytren’s contracture?
XIAFLEX can cause serious side effects, including:

1.   Tendon rupture or ligament damage. Receiving an injection of XIAFLEX may cause damage to a tendon or ligament in your hand and cause it 
to break or weaken. This could require surgery to fix the damaged tendon or ligament. Call your healthcare provider right away if you have 
trouble bending your injected finger (towards the wrist) after the swelling goes down or you have problems using your treated hand after your 
follow-up visit. 

2.   Nerve injury or other serious injury of the hand. Call your healthcare provider right away if you get numbness, tingling, or increased pain 
in your treated finger or hand after your injection or after your follow-up visit.

3.   Allergic reactions. Severe allergic reactions can happen in people who receive XIAFLEX, because it contains foreign proteins.
Call your healthcare provider right away if you have any of these symptoms of an allergic reaction after an injection of XIAFLEX:
• Hives, swollen face, breathing trouble, chest pain

What is XIAFLEX?
XIAFLEX is a prescription medicine used to treat adults with Dupuytren’s contracture when a “cord” can be felt. It is not known if XIAFLEX is safe and 
effective in children under the age of 18. 
Who should not receive XIAFLEX?
Do not receive XIAFLEX if you: 

•  have had an allergic reaction to collagenase clostridium histolyticum, or any of the ingredients in XIAFLEX, or to any other collagenase product. 
See the end of this Important Product Information for a complete list of ingredients in XIAFLEX.

Talk to your healthcare provider before receiving this medicine if you have any of these conditions.
What should I tell my healthcare provider before receiving XIAFLEX?
Before receiving XIAFLEX, tell your healthcare provider if you:

•  have had an allergic reaction to a XIAFLEX injection in the past, have a bleeding problem, have received XIAFLEX to treat another condition, have 
any other medical conditions, are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if XIAFLEX will harm your unborn baby. 

•  are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. It is not known if XIAFLEX passes into your breast milk. Talk to your healthcare provider about the best 
way to feed your baby if you receive XIAFLEX. 

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, including prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal 
supplements. 
Using XIAFLEX with certain other medicines can cause serious side effects. 
Especially tell your healthcare provider if you take:

•  medicines to thin your blood (anticoagulants). If you are told to stop taking a blood thinner before your XIAFLEX injection, your healthcare 
provider should tell you when to restart the blood thinner. 

Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for a list of these medicines, if you are not sure.
Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of them to show to your healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine.
How will I receive XIAFLEX?

•  XIAFLEX should be injected into a cord by a healthcare provider who is experienced in injection procedures of the hand and treating people with 
Dupuytren’s contracture. 

•  Your healthcare provider will inject XIAFLEX into the cord that is causing your finger to bend. 
•  After an injection of XIAFLEX, your affected hand will be wrapped with a bandage. You should limit moving and using the treated finger after the 

injection.
 o   Do not bend or straighten the fingers of the injected hand until your healthcare provider says it is okay. This will help to keep the medicine 

from leaking out of the cord.
 o  Do not try to straighten the treated finger yourself. 
• Keep the injected hand elevated until bedtime. 
• Call your healthcare provider right away if you have:
 o   signs of infection after your injection, such as fever, chills, increased redness, or swelling, numbness or tingling in the treated finger, trouble 

bending the injected finger after the swelling goes down
•  Return to your healthcare provider’s office as directed on the day after your injection. During this first follow-up visit, if you still have the cord, 

your healthcare provider may try to extend the treated finger to “break” the cord and try to straighten your finger. 
•  Your healthcare provider will provide you with a splint to wear on the treated finger. Wear the splint as instructed by your healthcare provider at 

bedtime to keep your finger straight. 
• Do finger exercises each day, as instructed by your healthcare provider. 
•  Follow your healthcare provider’s instructions about when you can start doing your normal activities with the injected hand. 

What are the possible side effects of XIAFLEX?
XIAFLEX may cause serious side effects, including:

• See “What is the most important information I should know about XIAFLEX?”
•  increased chance of bleeding. Bleeding or bruising at the injection site can happen in people who receive XIAFLEX. Talk to your healthcare 

provider if you have a problem with your blood clotting. XIAFLEX may not be right for you. 
The most common side effects with XIAFLEX for the treatment of Dupuytren’s contracture include:

•  swelling of the injection site or the hand, bruising or bleeding at the injection site, pain or tenderness of the injection site or the hand, swelling of 
the lymph nodes (glands) in the elbow or armpit (axilla), itching, breaks in the skin, redness or warmth of the skin, pain in the armpit 

Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that bothers you or does not go away.
These are not all of the possible side effects with XIAFLEX. For more information, ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist. 
Call your doctor for medical advice about side effects. You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.
General information about the safe and effective use of XIAFLEX. 
Medicines are sometimes prescribed for purposes other than those listed in the Important Product Information. 
This Important Product Information summarizes the most important information about XIAFLEX. If you would like more information, talk to your 
healthcare provider. You can ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for information about XIAFLEX that is written for health professionals. 
For more information, go to www.XIAFLEX.com or call 1-877-663-0412.
What are the ingredients in XIAFLEX?
Active ingredient: collagenase clostridium histolyticum
Inactive ingredients: hydrochloric acid, sucrose, and tromethamine. The diluent contains: calcium chloride dihydrate in 0.9% sodium chloride 
This Important Product Information has been approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.

Manufactured and distributed by:
Auxilium Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
Chesterbrook, PA 19087
Based on PL-1109-001.e
Approved: 12/2013

XDC-00870
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BY MAX JAEGER
Brooklyn’s largest fair is 

still in town — but you only 
have a few days left to catch 
all the fun.

Newcomers who stopped 
by the fi fth annual Kings 
County Fair for the fi rst 
time this year are saying it 
was a gem.

“That was a great, great 
fair,” said Donnovan Sur-
joto, who stumbled on the 
fair while taking his kids to 
play mini-golf at Floyd Ben-
nett Field.

The fair — which is tak-
ing place at Aviator Sports 

and Events Center near 
Marine Park and wraps up 
on May 26 — boasts rides, 
games, and carnival food.

“The fun house was a 
real thrill,” said Steven 
Marks, another fi rst-timer 
from Park Slope. “My 
daughter went on it twice  — 
it defi nitely tested your bal-
ance and dexterity.”

Another visitor said the 
Stinger — a one-of-a-kind 
ride that spins, swings, and 
inverts riders — was a hit 
with her daughter.

“It’s crazy — it stays up 
in the air and holds you 

upside down for like 20 
seconds,” said Georgia Pa-
pathanasiou, who traveled 
from Long Beach, Long Is-
land to come to the fair.

Surjoto said his kids 
liked the petting zoo best, 
but Marks said the zoo got 
a little wild when a camel 
snatched a snack from his 
daughter and ate it.

“She was a little taken 
aback by how forward the 
camel was,” he said.

Marks made up for the 
bumptious camel by buying 
his kids a “mega-sized” cot-
ton candy, which they ate 

with great relish, he said.
In fact, all the fair fa-

vorites are there — includ-
ing funnel cake, hot dogs, 
and of course the deep-fried 
Oreo, which Papathana-
siou described as “a zeppole 
wrapped around an Oreo.” 

“We really liked that 
one,” she said.

Kings County Fair at 
Aviator Sports and Event 
Center [3159 Flatbush Ave. 
off the Belt Parkway in Ma-
rine Park, (718) 758–7500, 
www.thekingscountyfair.
com], May 15–26. Admis-
sion $5.

FUN AT THE FAIR: (Left) Gabriella and Anamarie Gonzalez en-
joy a ride with their mother, Ruth Hernandez. (Center) Steve and 
Pearl Marks of Park Slope cut through blue skies on the Sky Rider. 
(Above) Megan Surjto of Bath Beach won a fl uffy new friend at one 
of the fair’s carnival games. Photos by Steve Solomonson

All’s fair in Southern Brooklyn

We are here to give you personalized care

514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn

718.484.7040 

Board Certifi ed Doctor of Internal Medicine
Zhanna Tsukerman, MDZhanna Tsukerman, MD

Dr. Tsukerman treats patients in Coney Island 
Hospital from admission to discharge

Podiatrist & Physical Therapy On Premises

Board Certifi ed Doctor of Internal Medicine

514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn

718.484.7040 
e-mail: drzhannatsukerman@gmail.com 

We accept Medicare, Medicaid, 
all other major Health Insurances 

Work Compensation

Dr. Tsukerman has active credentials at Beth Israel and Lutheran Hospitals, and is an attending physician in Coney Island Hospital’s internal medicine residency program.
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LATE PAGE

BY MATT HANSON
Call it Arab Spring 

cleaning!
Members of the Arab 

American Association of 
New York turned out to 
clean up Shore Road Park to 
celebrate the National Arab 
American Day of Service on 
May 17.

The 10th-annual service 
event coincided this year 
with the city’s It’s My Park 
Day, which encourages 
volunteers of all stripes 
to pitch in and clean up 
the city’s parks, offering 
a perfect opportunity for 
members of the Bay Ridge-
based association to lend a 
hand.

“I think this service 
day is not only about clean-
ing the park, but it’s about 
bringing all the Arabs to-
gether to show that we are 
part of the community and 
we also can help the commu-
nity to keep it clean,” said 
Wedad Mufl ahi, a young as-
sociation member. 

The idea of a national day 
of volunteerism for Arab 
Americans started in 2004 

in Dearborn, Mich., but has 
since spread to more than 
a dozen cities nationwide. 
Bay Ridge is a natural place 
for the annual event to take 
root, as it’s Arab population 
has increased dramatically 
over the past decade. 

“I volunteer because I 
love to serve the commu-

nity and help in anyway 
I can,” said association 
staffer Sabby Zahir. “It’s 
also important for us as a 
community of Arab Ameri-
cans and immigrants to 
come together and be ac-
tive in our local commu-
nity.”

More than 20 volun-

teers from the association 
showed up to work along-
side kids from half a dozen 
local schools, members of 
the Shore Road Parks Con-
servancy, and even local 
Councilman Vincent Gen-
tile (D–Bay Ridge) and state 
Sen. Marty Golden (R–Bay 
Ridge). 

CLEAN-UP CREW: Members of the Arab American Association of New York turned out to clean up 
Shore Road Park to celebrate the National Arab American Day of Service on May 17. Photo by Winnie Lau

Arab-American clean Shore park

It’s Memorial Day weekend 
— a fitting time to see the Metro 
Chamber Orchestra perform the 
classic, “All Quiet on the West-
ern Front.”

The production will take 
place at Brooklyn’s Roulette 
Theatre on May 24, and will be 
orchestrated by artistic director 
Philip Nuzzo. 

This extra special perfor-
mance will also honor veterans 
as the Metro Chamber Orchestra 
has teamed up with Operation 
Warrior Wellness, an organiza-
tion dedicated to healing hidden 
wounds of war such as post-trau-
matic stress disorder. For $150, 
patrons can sponsor a veteran, 
allowing this hero to attend the 
performance as well as a post 
reception with the cast and com-
poser. A portion of the funds will 
be donated to Operation Warrior 
Wellness, too.  

“It is our hope to sell out the 
entire orchestra section of 250 
seats as a tribute to our brave 
warriors,” says Nuzzo.  

“All Quiet on the Western 

Front,” is an opera by the Ameri-
can composer Nancy Van de Vate, 
who adapted the libretto from 
the classic Eric Maria Remarque 
novel. It’s the story of the futility 
of war, and youth’s loss of inno-
cence. A large body of solo and 
chamber music will be featured, 
using a wide variety of instru-
ments and ensembles. The piece, 
which debuted in Remarque’s 
hometown of Osnabruck, Ger-
many in 2003 to critical acclaim, 

was the first opera composed by 
an American woman to be per-
formed in Germany. 

“It’s always a special occasion 
when we present a new work, 
here in its American premiere,” 
says Nuzzo.

This calendar year marks the 
100th anniversary of World War 
I, making the performance espe-
cially poignant, he says. 

“The decision to partner with 
Operation Warrior Wellness to 

honor wounded heroes makes it 
even more special.”  

Now in its 11th season, the 
Metro Chamber Orchestra is one 
of New York City’s finest musical 
ensembles, and is an active part 
of Brooklyn’s renaissance. Au-
diences have responded enthu-
siastically to programming that 
combines custom arrangements 
for chamber orchestra with com-
missions of new instrumental 
and vocal works.  

The group was established in 
2002 by Artistic Director Philip 
Nuzzo, and is comprised of some 
of New York City’s most talented 
musicians, many of whom are 
veterans of the New York Phil-
harmonic, The Metropolitan Op-
era Orchestra, and major Broad-
way productions.  

The group has attracted 
world-class soloists, collaborat-
ing with international opera 
stars that include Leona Mitch-
ell, Donnie Ray Albert, Audrey 
Stottler, John Horton, Murray 
Mikhail Svetlov, Erica Strauss, 
and Monica Yunis, says Nuzzo. 
Notable performers who have 

worked with the Metro Chamber 
Orchestra include David Gould 
who plays the clarinet for Or-
chestra national de France; Alu-
cia Scalzo, who plays the clarinet 
with the New York Philharmonic; 
and Alex Sopp, flute player of the 
New York Philharmonic. 

Nuzzo has performed through-
out the Far East, Europe, and the 
United States. In recent seasons, 
he has been a principal guest con-
ductor of the Cairo Symphony 
Orchestra in Egypt, and has held 
the post of Artistic Director of 
the Mississippi Opera, he says. 
He has appeared with major sym-
phonies in Vienna, Austria and 
the Ukraine. He has appeared in 
operas in Cairo and Tampa. 

Metro Chamber Orchestra’s 
“All Quiet on the Western Front” 
performance at Roulette Theatre 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third Ave-
nue in Boerum Hill, (718) 801–3811, 
www.themetrochamberorchestra.
org] on May 24 at 8 pm. Tickets 
start at $40. Purchase tickets at 
www.brownpapertickets.com/
event/445937. Or, contact Metro-
ChamberOrch@aol.com.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Honor Veterans at Metro Chamber Orchestra’s ‘All Quiet on the Western Front’
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Tatyana believes that permanent makeup 
is a natural enhancement of your features. 

It makes you look younger & brighter, defi nes 
your fi nest points, & hides some imperfections. 
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HARBOR WATCH
“To Protect and serve” 

is a motto those in law en-
forcement live by as they 
strive to keep others safe. 

Having lived that credo 
for two and a half years as a 
U.S. Army military police of-
fi cer, Capt. Megan  Reading 
continues to serve and pro-
tect, but now she does it from 
above, as an AH-64 Apache 
helicopter pilot with 10th 
Combat Aviation Brigade.

From fall 2009 to spring 
2010, Reading’s MP platoon 
trained the Iraqi Police in 
enhanced law enforcement 
techniques. Part of the joint 
training involved members 
of her platoon patrolling with 
their Iraqi counterparts. 

After seeing the effec-
tiveness of the U.S. Army 
OH-58 Kiowa helicopters 
providing security for her 
patrols, she began consider-
ing how rewarding it would 
be to be an aviator. The fact 
that her father was a heli-
copter pilot (fl ying a CH-
47 Chinook pilot with the 
Texas National Guard and 
later the Bell 206 helicopter 
with the Dallas Police He-
licopter Section) cemented 
her decision to apply to 
fl ight school. 

“I remember looking 
at the 58s — the Kiowas — 
in Iraq, and thinking how 
much fun that would be,” 
Reading said. 

A native of Canton, 
Texas, Reading graduated 
in May 2008, from the United 
States Military Academy 
at West Point, N.Y., with a 
bachelor of science degree 
in human regional geogra-
phy, which she had initially 
intended to use as a foreign 
area offi cer.

Unlike many of her class-
mates who remained on 
campus during the academic 

year, Reading took advan-
tage of West Point’s intercol-
legiate athletics program in 
order to get away from cam-
pus. As an avid runner, she 
competed as a member of the 
Black Knight’s cross coun-
try, and track and fi eld team, 
in which she competed in 
the steeplechase.

Just before graduation, 
Reading was selected to be 
a military police offi cer. 
After graduating from the 
Offi cer Basic Course, she 
reported to her fi rst duty 
assignment, 218th Military 
Police Company, 716th Mili-
tary Police Battalion, 16th 
Military Police Brigade, at 
Fort Campbell, Ky., in the 
fall of 2008. Less than a year 
later, her platoon deployed 
to Hawijah, Iraq.

Insurgent activity made 
travel around Hawijah pre-

carious, but the mission 
required Reading and her 
platoon members to travel 
outside their base nearly ev-
ery day of their deployment. 
As she and members of her 
platoon returned from a bi-
monthly meeting at the Dis-
trict Police Headquarters, 
on Aug. 18, 2009, her vehicle 
was attacked. 

“There were a lot of 
(RKG-3 antitank grenades) 
that they liked to throw at 
our patrols,” Reading said 
of the local insurgents. 
“One of (the RKGs) went 
through my vehicle.”

She, along with her gun-
ner and interpreter, suf-
fered injuries. Reading was 
driven back to their base 
and was medically evacu-
ated to a higher care facil-
ity at Kirkuk Air Base. She 
returned to her platoon 22 

days later.
Reading and her unit re-

turned to Fort Campbell, in 
April 2010. That summer she 
submitted a fl ight packet, 
and in 2011, she began fl ight 
training at Fort Rucker, 
Ala. Reading said she got 
to fl y the Kiowa in fl ight 
school but chose to special-
ize in the AH-64 Apache.

“I really like the mis-
sion of the Apache — the 
security the Apaches pro-
vide,” she said. “Part of it is 
probably from being on the 
ground in Iraq. (Providing 
security) is a way to give 
back — to support the guys 
on the ground.”

Reading fl ew more than 
100 missions and amassed 
just over 650 combat fl ight 
hours during her nine-
month deployment to Af-
ghanistan. 

HARBOR WATCH
More than 20 Fort 

Leonard Wood military 
police offi cers tested the 
regiment’s newest body 
armor vests. 

Both a concealed and 
non-concealed version 
was under scrutiny by 
MPs of the U.S. Army Mil-
itary Police Corps.

According to Connie 
Respress, Capability De-
velopment Integration Di-
rectorate, Requirements 
Determination Division 
program action offi cer, 
Fort Leonard Wood was a 
logical choice for evalua-
tion of the newest Family 
of Concealable Body Ar-
mor, or FoCBA.

“Fort Leonard Wood 
has the MP Corps leaders, 
experts, and soldiers pro-
viding day-to-day opera-

tions as military police,” 
Respress said. 

Repress noted that 
Product Manager Soldier 
Protective Equipment 
within Program Execu-
tive Offi ce Soldier is re-
sponsible for developing 
systems that meet the per-
formance parameters out-
lined in the requirements 
document.

“The body armor con-
sists of two types of vests 
that will be fi elded to mili-
tary police, DOD civilians, 
CID (criminal investiga-
tion division) agents and 
correctional soldiers,” Re-
spress said.

The new vests also of-
fer more protection and 
maneuverability, accord-
ing to Respress who re-
vealed operational and 

Capt. Megan Reading continues to honor her promise

Continued on page 24

Army police try 
out new armor

MP protects and serves

AMMO SAFE: Pfc. Misty Ortiz adjusts the new concealed body 
armor vest during testing at Ford Leonard Wood, Mo. 
 Dawn Arden

FLIGHT CHECK ZERO HOUR: Capt. Megan Reading is a helicopter piolt and assistant operations of-
fi cer with the 1st Battalion. She stands in front of an Apache helicopter before a pre-fl ight check on 
Apri 2 at Ft. Drum, NY. Staff Sgt. Todd Pouliot
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Powerful degrees. 
Recognized excellence.

HARBOR WATCH 
SEOUL (May 6, 2014) 

– Senior South Korean of-
fi cials and U.S. military 
leaders honored American 
troops at the Korean Cul-
tural Night dinner in Seoul, 
Korea.

Sponsored by the 
Kumgok Academico-Cul-
tural Foundation, the cul-
tural night was held for U.S. 
troops, civilians and family 
members, in South Korea.

Among the leaders in at-
tendance were Gen. Curtis 
M. Scaparrotti, commander 
of United Nations Com-
mand, Combined Forces 
Command and U.S. Forces 
Korea; Eighth Army Com-
manding General Lt. Gen. 
Bernard S. Champoux; and 
7th Air Force Commander 
Lt. Gen. Jan-Marc Jouas.

The event was held at 
the Sheraton Walker Hill, a 
posh hotel on the hill named 
after former Eighth Army 
Commanding General Lt. 

Gen. Walton H. Walker. 
Walker was the legendary 
commander who held the 
line at the Pusan Perimeter 
during the early days of the 
Korean War. 

The dinner featured tra-
ditional Korean dancers 
and singers. 

Champoux introduced 
Scholar Ha Yeon-soon, 
the head of Kumgok Aca-
demico-Cultural Founda-
tion and the host of the 5th 
annual Korean Cultural 
Night. 

As a young boy during 
the Korean War, Scholar Ha 

fi rst met American Soldiers 
inside the Pusan Perimeter 
when they saved him a long 
walk by giving him a ride in 
their jeep. 

One of the preeminent 
Confucian scholars in the 
world today, Scholar Ha has 
been a staunch supporter of 
the ROK-U.S. Alliance ever 
since and he donates cars to 
Morale, Welfare and Recre-
ation to allow MWR to hold 
a drawing for the benefi t of 

American troops. 
This year, Pfc. Ashely 

Davis and Sgt. Luis Alva-
rado won Hyundai Sonatas 
at the event. 

Eighth Army Com-
manding General Lt. Gen. 
Bernard S. Champoux said 
Scholar Ha and his foun-
dation have been stalwart 
supporters of the Republic 
of Korea-U.S. Alliance.

“Leaders like Scholar Ha 
make our alliance the stron-

gest in the world today,” said 
Champoux. “Scholar Ha and 
his foundation demonstrate 
the unwavering support 
of our South Korean allies 
and their steadfast commit-
ment to defending liberty on 
Freedom’s Frontier. 

“I salute him for his many 
years of extraordinary sup-
port to Eighth Army, U.S. 
Forces Korea and the Repub-
lic of Korea-U.S. Alliance,” 
said Champoux.

HARBOR WATCH 
Coming form an abusive, 

destructive, non-support-
ive family, Army veteran 
Sheila Nelson was trauma-
tized and always looking 
for an out from that house-
hold. On graduating Tilden 
HS at the age of 18, she saw 
enlisting in the Army Re-
serves as her best option for 
getting a college education 
and advancement. About 
the same time, she also took 
a position with the post of-
fi ce. At the time she was not 
challenged by the job, but 
she liked being a pharmacy 
tech in the Reserves and 
rose to an E6 position.

Early on, however, Nel-
son’s Army experience was 
deeply problematic. While 
in the bathroom in Fort 
Jackson, SC for Basic Train-
ing, she heard an NCO call-
ing to her, “We’re going to 
have sex.” The man repeated 
the threat when she left the 
bathroom. This incident 
triggered symptoms based 
on her childhood traumas. 
Nelson began CUNY while 
in the Reserves and working 
at the post offi ce, but only fi -
nally completed her Bach-

elor of Science two decades 
later. During this time, she 
met and married a man she 
describes as “toxic.” She 
abused substances during 
this marriage.

After deciding to stop 
abusing both herself and 
substances, Nelson had 
three relapses before fi -
nally becoming clean and 
sober in 1998. 

“I’ve been clean and so-
ber for 14 to 15 years,” she 
said. Nelson initially came 
to VA for help seven years 
ago she recalled, “because 
it was a beautiful spring 
day and I didn’t feel like go-
ing out. I thought, this is de-
pression. Let me go and talk 
to someone.”

Today, 35 years since she 
was fi rst hired at the post 
offi ce, she is manager of the 
Crown Heights Post Offi ce, 
in the neighborhood where 
she grew up. Nelson comes 
regularly to VA for her men-
tal health, medical and den-
tal services. Her treatment 
at VA included completion 
of a course in STAIR ther-
apy, which is an evidence 
based therapy for PTSD. She 
is grateful to clinicians like 

Marian Creasap, NP, MST 
Coordinator, with whom 
she feels a strong connec-
tion. She is very grateful for 
Ms. Creasap’s compassion. 

“I agree to speak with 
other patients whenever 
Ms. Creasap asks,” says 
Nelson, explaining that she 
feels strongly that speaking 
about her experiences and 
her issues is important in 
her own recovery and hope-
ful that it helps others. “I 
did a lot of damage. Now, it’s 
good to let people know. It’s 
part of recovery.”

On April 23, in recogni-
tion of April’s designation 
as Sexual Assault Aware-
ness Month, a panel discus-
sion held “From Trauma 
to Recovery,” followed by 
an awareness walk at VA’s 
Manhattan campus. The 
panel discussed issues re-
lated to therapy and recov-
ery and provided informa-
tion on therapy options. 

Sexual assault is experi-
enced by both male and fe-
male veterans. All veterans, 
individuals who support vet-
erans, and those interested 
in learning more about this 
subject were welcome.

Senior South Korean offi cials and US military offi cers meet at cultural gala

American troops honored in Korea

Army vet wins over abuseANNYEONGHASEYO : Members of the the Armed forces in Korea 
gather for a Korean Culture Night to enjoy food, performances, and 
prizes on May 2 at Sheraton Walkerhill. Pfc. Lee Hosu

technical testing was com-
pleted at other locations.

“These vests offer an un-
precedented combination of 
improved ballistic and stab 
protection. They offer im-
proved mobility, are lighter, 

more concealable and in-
tegrate better with police 
equipment than legacy sys-
tems,” said Maj. Michael 
Fowles, assistant program 
manager.

“Soldiers are conduct-
ing various MP tasks that 
are providing feedback to 
fi t, form and function of 
the vest. Soldiers are wear-

ing the vests and assess-
ing their range of motion, 
concealability, uniform 
and vehicle integration, as 
well as performance dur-
ing various fi ring positions 
and physical drills,” Fowles 
added.

Another important 
change to the vest is in the 
sizing, noted Fowles. 

Continued from page

Armor
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There is no doubt that 
women are finally 
rightfully starting 

to become more powerful 
in the backrooms (politics), 
the newsrooms (media), and 
the boardrooms (business).

But there is still lots of 
progress to be made. We have 
some men in power (such as 
Karl Rove, the headline writ-
ers at the tabloid newspa-
pers, and others) who think 
it is provocative and appro-
priate to perpetuate some 
old-fashioned and damaging 
female stereotypes.

There were three im-
portant women in the news 
these past few weeks and 
their different stories are 
instructive about how far 
women have come and the 
sexist speed bumps that 
still stand in their way. 
Presidential nominee-in-
waiting Hillary Clinton, 
former New York Times Ex-
ecutive Editor Jill Abram-
son, and New York’s First 
Lady, Chirlane McCray, all 
had interesting narratives 
swirling around them.

Hillary Clinton, who 

by now is so battle-tested 
by public scrutiny that her 
scars are probably grow-
ing scars, was unfairly 
smeared by Republican po-
litical operative Karl Rove. 
He odiously questioned her 
physical health when he 
inaccurately characterized 
her concussion last year as 
a long-term brain injury. 

Planting this seed of doubt 
about the former Secretary 
of State’s physical fitness 
to serve as president is the 
lowest and oldest form of 
political warfare. Hillary’s 
camp, led by her politically 
shrewd husband, shot down 
this calumny quite effec-
tively. But boy, is it going to 
be an ugly two years until 
election day in 2016 if they 
are starting with this line 
of attack now.

The case against former 
Times editor Jill Abramson 
has become an almost two-
week media frenzy with 
initial reports claiming 
that her abrupt dismissal 
resulted from her hiring a 
lawyer to inquire why she 
wasn’t paid as much as her 
male predecessor. But then 
it became about her manage-
rial style and her clash with 
her deputy, Dean Baquet, 
over the potential hiring of 
a new digital managing edi-
tor without consulting him. 
Times Publisher Arthur 
Sulzberger, Jr. spoke pub-
licly and too often that her 
managerial style (“pushy 

women?”) rankled her col-
leagues and that he was of-
fended that anyone could 
think that the Times would 
do anything sexist like fire 
an editor who inquired 
about her pay equity with 
male colleagues.

Lost in all this is that in 
a pure power play between 
Dean Baquet, now the first 
African-American execu-
tive editor of the Times, and 
Abramson, the first female 
editor of the Times, Baquet 
won. He was livid that his 
boss didn’t properly consult 
with him on a major person-
nel decision, went above her 
head and did the classic “it’s 
her or me” play with the 
publisher. It worked, and 
Baquet emerged victorious.

Abramson, like one of her 
male predecessors, Howell 
Raines, ruffled one too many 
feathers in an extremely po-
litical newsroom, and did 
not have enough allies in 
high places when the owner 
needed to pick sides. 

And then there was the 
long and interesting pro-
file of New York’s new first 

lady, Chirlane McCray, that 
ran in New York magazine. 
McCray is a unique and in-
teresting political spouse, 
and much like Hillary, her 
husband wisely looks to her 
for counsel in many areas of 
governing. She has been a 
huge asset in Bill  DeBlasio’s 
climb up the political ladder 
and deserves tremendous 
admiration for staying true 
to her beliefs and now being 
in a position to act on them.

She was unfairly ma-
ligned by the tabloid head-
line writers of the New York 
dailies, who took a comment 
she made out of context and 
followed that old canard 
about working women be-
ing bad mothers. In fact, 
McCray and  DeBlasio have 
raised two very strong and 
thoughtful children, Chi-
ara and Dante, and as a par-
ent of three teenagers I tip 
my hat to both of them.

Actually, what struck me 
as one of the most impres-
sive things about McCray 
in the New York magazine 
piece is the section which 
mentions that she and Bill 

took in both of their ailing 
mothers to live near them in 
Brooklyn and that McCray 
single-handedly cared for 
them while also raising two 
kids and supporting a very 
active political spouse. 

So while women in 
power make gains on many 
fronts (except in Northeast 
Statehouses as the Times 
pointed out last week), there 
are still too many speed 
bumps of sexism that need-
lessly get in their way.

I say to the three of 
them:

Run, Hillary, Run.
Jill: go to the Wall Street 

Journal or Vox and give the 
Times a run for its money.

And to Chirlane: kudos for 
not only being a great mother, 
but also for setting a great ex-
ample as a devoted daughter 
and daughter-in-law.

Tom Allon, president 
of City & State NY, was a 
Republican and Liberal 
Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sec-
tor. Reach him at tallon@
cityandstateny.com.

Even now, sexism speedbumps in women’s way

MAYORAL 
SPIN CYCLE

Tom Allon
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Pebble-brained city planners can’t 
see the forest for the trees when it comes 
to Boardwalk repairs in the People’s 
Playground, said readers who wrote 
overwhelmingly in favor of wood over 
cement for the storied walkway (“Pols 
hope to crack concrete B’walk plans” 
by Will Bredderman, May 18).

To the editor,
I was delighted to see your article on 

the Boardwalk, and even more delighted 
to learn that our neighborhood finally has 
councilmembers who represent the inter-
ests of the community. Hurricane Sandy 
was proof that concrete is dangerous for 
our Boardwalk and does not withstand 
the elements. Other places have learned 
that the hard way, installing concrete only 
to switch back to wood after years of prob-
lems. Let’s learn from the evidence rather 
than make the same mistakes. Domestic 
wood is safe and durable, and should be 
what is used for our beloved Boardwalk.
 Jennifer Thorpe-Moscon

 Brooklyn
The writer is the chairwoman of the 

Southern Brooklyn Democrats.

To the editor,
Sincere thanks for your excellent ar-

ticle on the fight for a well-maintained, 
true-wooden Boardwalk! I was so pleas-
antly surprised to read the article, and 
felt compelled to thank you for your sup-
portive point of view. The Boardwalk is a 
city beachside treasure, and to abandon 
it to plastic and concrete when it has been 
shown that wood is unequivocally the 
better, safer, more reliable, and certainly 
more aesthetically pleasing substance 
would be a terrible shame. Though I do 
have a sentimental attachment to the 
wooden Boardwalk, that’s not the whole 
story — and I am glad that story is fi-
nally, thanks to you, being told! 

 Alice Shechter

 Williamsburg

To the editor,
I agree with Councilmen Chaim 

Deutsch and Mark Treyger. The Coney Is-

land Boardwalk should remain a Board-
walk made of sustainable wood and not 
concrete. I grew up in Coney Island and 
return often. The Boardwalk will be de-
stroyed, both visually and physically if 
the city moves ahead and keeps replacing 
sections with concrete. Most cities and 
towns along the east coast have repaired 
their Boardwalks with wood, including 
my nearby Boardwalk in Long Beach, 
N.Y.  

An iconic world famous jewel of New 
York City, the Riegelmann Boardwalk, 
which should be on the historic preser-
vation list, is being destroyed. Mayor 
Bloomberg and his minions have dis-
regarded and disrespected the citizen’s 
wishes. We need Mayor DeBlasio to stop 
this path of destruction and accept the 
fact that in 2014 there are a plethora of 
available materials that can be used that 
are not concrete, and that maintain the 
actuality of a real Coney Island Board-
walk, not a concrete ocean promenade.
 Bob Lazar

Oceanside, N.Y.

To the editor,
Regarding your article about the 

neighborhood’s representatives who are 
finally speaking up for their constituents, 
your coverage was fair and thoughtful. I 
am a long-time member of the commu-
nity who uses the Boardwalk daily and, 
among other factors that point toward 
keeping the wood, I have witnessed the 
deterioration of the Parks Department’s 
attention to the Boardwalk, no matter 
what the material consists of, and I am 
not surprised at the lack of comment on 
the subject from that agency.

So many of us have testified at hear-
ings regarding the community’s desires 
and needs and have recruited expert 
testimony as well. The city sat deaf and 
inattentive at those hearings and the 
court also seemed to pre-judge the situa-
tion. All of this in advance of Hurricane 
Sandy was disheartening and unfair. 
Now, the after-effects of the storm have 
led to even greater substantiation of the 
community’s concerns against slapping 
concrete onto an environmentally sen-
sitive space that had always been well 
served by wood, particularly when all 
other boardwalks along the eastern coast 
have rejected using concrete post-Sandy. 
Indeed, previously two boardwalks that 
had tried concrete returned to wood.

There can be no excuse from a no-

comment, low-performing New York City 
Parks Department in the face of the follow-
ing additional facts: A real Boardwalk is 
good for business and that’s why the busi-
nesses in the amusement area fought for 
and got a declaration that their area will 
always remain wood. Locals and visitors 
alike enjoy walking, running or dancing 
on wood, or some approximation of it, un-
derfoot, not concrete. An iconic, world 
famous jewel of New York City is being 
destroyed without regard for the citizens 
who use it and spend their money there. 
Why don’t we pour a slab of concrete on 
Central Park’s Great Lawn — certainly 
that would be easier than seeding and 
maintaining the grass.

I am concerned for myself and my fam-
ily, for my neighbors and my community, 
and for a beautiful pleasure spot of the city 
that gives respite from the rush and rum-
ble away from the beach and the Board-
walk. How does such a diverse and creative 
New York City allow any of its government 
agencies to make such a boilerplate, auto-
pilot decision? Rose Cherry

 Coney Island

To the editor,
For those of us who spend time year 

round at the Coney Island-Brighton 
Beach Boardwalk, I am writing to voice 
my extreme disgust at the idea that the 
Parks Department is going ahead with 
their plan to replace the “boards” in 
Boardwalk with the putrid concrete they 
insist is better. It is ugly, visibly unpleas-
ant, and cracking since the day it was in-
stalled. No other shore resort area that I 
have visited is concrete. The is no reason 
to believe that the greatest amusement 
area and most visited beach in the north-
east should have a concrete Boardwalk. 
Stop the concrete! Joel Friedman

 Brooklyn

To the editor,
Coney Island is a local and national 

treasure, and a huge part of the magic 
of this extraordinary place is the Board-
walk.  Nothing says summer more won-
derfully than sliding off your sandy flip 
flops and walking down the sun-warmed 
boards of the Boardwalk while eating 
that afternoon hot dog. Concrete just 
doesn’t do it — it’s hot, rough, miserable, 
too bright in the sun, and unwelcoming 
to walk on. Concrete doesn’t say beach, 
it says city. And going to the beach, es-
pecially an urban one like Coney Island, 

should be a respite from the city side-
walks rather than an extension of them. 
Boards are easy to replace if there is 
storm damage. In the winter, the space 
between boards allows natural drain-
age which is impossible in a concrete 
slab. Ipe and other sustainably harvested 
woods have been used with great success 
(for example in Atlantic City) and could 
be a great “green” marketing point for 
a revitalized Coney Island. Please don’t 
pave our waterfront! Keep the boards in 
the Boardwalk! Jo Walker

 Brooklyn

To the editor,
I am a long-time resident of the Coney 

Island area. Few pleasures in life can 
rival walking and jogging on the Coney 
Island Boardwalk. It’s great on the legs 
and aesthetically one of man’s great won-
ders. 

During the past several years I have 
joined with other residents to preserve 
the Boardwalk. If the city can find the 
money to keep up Strawberry Fields for 
rich folks in Manhattan, it can find the 
money to preserve the Boardwalk for 
working folks in Brooklyn.

It’s encouraging to  learn from your 
newspaper that two local councilmen 
have joined in the struggle to preserve 
the boardwalk.

Dr. Norman G. Finkelstein

 Brooklyn

To the editor,
Notwithstanding the already men-

tioned alternate materials that can be 
used as wood replacements instead of con-
crete, it would be an aesthetic disaster as 
well as a greater problem should another 
hurricane like Superstorm Sandy occur 
again. I have coincidently just returned 
from a week stay at Virginia Beach, and 
I can say from personal experience from 
having actually seen what the results 
would be of removing all the wood and re-
placing it with concrete, as they did there 
in Virginia. The beach is still beautiful 
as always, but the “boardwalk” is a bar-
ren cold experience. I had absolutely no 
desire to walk along it for any length of 
time. It was for all intents and purposes a 
side walk not a organic boardwalk. I hope 
they don’t go through with their plans to 
ruin our beautiful Coney Island Board-
walk and turn that into a sidewalk as 
well. Nelson Levine

 Midwood

LET US HEAR FROM YOU

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
Readers want ‘true-wooden’ B’walk
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Monday, May 23 is 
Memorial Day and 
an opportunity to 

salute the brave military 
men and women who gave 
up their lives for American 
values, and whose bodies 
are buried in nearly every 
graveyard in the country.

They have preserved our founding 
ideals of life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness, and made the United 
States the greatest force for freedom 
and security in all of history. Their 
memories shape our present and mold 
our future, but our sinking national 
appreciation is a blow to their selfless 
sacrifices.

Many towns no longer hold Memo-
rial Day parades. Our flag etiquette is 
in shreds. The graves of war heroes 
have been left to rot at many cemeter-
ies. And sponging misfits are given 
more consideration on Capitol Hill.

A much-celebrated bipartisanship 
federal budget deal last year slashed 
veterans’ benefits, but didn’t touch tax-
payer-funded entitlement programs 
for illegals and other moochers. 

Our living veterans — many of 
whom return home desolate, limbless 
shells of their former selves — must 
bear the added pain of witnessing the 
preposterous diss. They are relegated 

to stepping on political land mines so 
partisans, politicians, limousine lib-
erals, and other bottom-feeders can 
legislate, bloviate, and push for low-
level causes from the comfort of their 
chambers, offices, and armchairs. 

American soldiers are dying be-
cause of delays in diagnoses and 
treatments at Veterans Adminis-
tration hospitals or made into char-
ity cases while Congress squanders 
money on ungrateful, uncooperative 
nations: Pfc. Cody J. Patterson, Sgt. 
Patrick C. Hawkins, 1st Lt. Jennifer 
M. Moreno, and Special Agent Jo-
seph M. Peters died in Afghanistan 
last fall defending their country, but 
their selfish bosses at the Depart-
ment of Defense — the world’s might-
iest military agency with a whopping 
$500-billion budget — didn’t want to 
cough up a red, white and blue cent 
for their funerals or for death bene-
fits to their grieving families during 
the government shutdown, until a 
public outcry embarrassed them into 

restoring the payments.
America triumphed dur-

ing World War II chiefly 
because of a patriotic pop 
culture that fueled troop 
morale and raised money 
for the war effort. Holly-
wood played a major role, 

with stars and film industry workers 
enlisting or reporting for duty, help-
ing boost relief funds and war bonds 
through benefits, and volunteering 
to perform for service members here 
and overseas. Today’s Tinseltown is 
in denial about the war on terror and 
deserves no Academy Awards for in-
dulging our sworn enemies with its 
destructive, milksop neutrality.

Ordinary Americans have an-
swered the call of duty to become ex-
traordinary human shields on the 
front lines since the nation’s forma-
tion, and we remain in their debt for 
securing and advancing our national 
stability, abundance, and economic 
health while making the American 
Dream possible for you and me. 

On Memorial Day let their valiant 
service count in every home, school, 
and community because America 
would be just another problem land 
— instead of the greatest one ever — 
without her battlefield bravehearts.

https://twitter.com/#!/BritShavana

I was listening to an in-
teresting discussion 
on the radio about four 

18-year-old students in 
Atlanta. Two were high-
school seniors approach-
ing graduation and two 
were college freshmen 
making plans for their 
summer vacation. 

Their intentions were to 
pool their money, share the 
driving, and make it all the 
way to Denver in less than 
22 hours. Why are they go-
ing to Denver in the sum-
mer? Certainly not to go 
skiing. They are heading to 
a place where they can le-
gally score all the pot they 
want and get high to their 
heart’s content. 

But if their plan is to 
load up a large quantity 
and return home with it, 
watch out! Colorado state 
lines join seven different 
states — Nebraska, Okla-
homa, Wyoming, New 
Mexico, Kansas, Utah and, 
technically, Arizona.

Four young men driv-
ing out of Colorado fit the 
profile, whatever that may 
be, and will be stopped by 
state troopers at the first 
“Welcome” sign at any of 
those states. Shep will sniff 
out the contraband which, 
while legal in Colorado, is 
not in most other areas. 
The grass will be seized, 
and while the Centennial 
State is raking in big bucks 
via the grass tax, the sur-
rounding states will be 
making more by way of the 
heavy fines collected from 
the foursome and others. 

Hey fellas, maybe you 
should think it over and 
spend your vacation in 
Disney World?

During the first four 
months of this year, the 
state of Colorado raked in 
$7.6 million in taxes for the 
legal sale of marijuana. 
We can only wonder how 
much the bordering states 
raked in by way of fines.

“If you don’t like the 
president you are a racist. 
That’s ridiculous. Perhaps 
you just don’t like his poli-
cies.”  That was said by 
Alan Colmes. Yes, the Alan 
Colmes, left-winger, Demo-
crat, Liberal, Progressive 

Alan Colmes. And yes! I do 
agree with him.

Ben D. e-mailed the 
following message to me: 
“We are told not to judge 
all muslims by the actions 
of a few lunatics, but we 
are encouraged to judge 
all gun owners by the ac-
tions of a few lunatics.”

Thirteen-year-old Sa-
mantha Pratts decided 
that her hair was a bit lon-
ger than she would like it 
to be. A quick trip to the 
hair salon and more than 
10 inches was cut, properly 
prepared and, at her sug-
gestion, mailed by mommy 
to an organization called 
“Locks of Love.” 

To those of you who are 
not familiar with “Locks,” 
it is a charity that accepts 
donations of long hair. It 
provides hairpieces to fi-
nancially disadvantaged 
children under the age 
of 18 who are suffering 
from long-term medical 
hair loss. Charity Navi-
gator awards this group 
four stars for accountabil-
ity and transparency and 
three stars overall. This is 
a great way to teach your 
daughters about chari-
table donations without 
having to take out your 
checkbook. I am StanG-

ershbein@Bellsouth.net 
telling you that I am very 
proud of Samantha, my 
beautiful, intelligent, lov-
ing granddaughter. I love 
you Sam.

What not to do in 
Denver on dope

Who is the press person for the 
new mayor and his wife? I’d 
like to suggest that the flak be 

terminated. Why was the city’s  First 
Lady Chirlane McCray allowed to talk, 
let alone bare her soul on the finer 
points of postpartum “I don’t want to 
be a mommy blues,” and declare for all 
the city to read, “I was a bad mom,” af-
ter giving birth to daughter Chiara?

So she didn’t want to give up her 
job, her freedom, her creativity, her 
autonomy for the joy of motherhood. 
The statement was emblazoned on the 
front page of the New York Post arti-
cle. This PR person had to have been 
out on a coffee break or something.

First of all, it happened 19 years 
ago. Did she abandoned her daughter? 
No. Did she abuse her daughter? No. 
Did she go out to work one day and not 
come home? No. So as far as I’m con-
cerned there is no news here. 

Secondly, what mother does em-
brace the joys of motherhood right out 
of the gate? 

We all go through a period of ad-
justment when we give birth, espe-
cially with a first child. 

I can truly say becoming a mother 
was the single most life-altering expe-
rience of my life — more than moving 
out on my own, more than marriage.  
Being a mother changed everything, 
and nothing in life prepared me for it. 

Not even having a pet. Nothing before, 
during, or after jolted my realities like 
motherhood, and I was not ready to 
embrace it 100 percent of the time, ev-
ery day, every month, and every year. 

So Chirlane was out there on a job, 
navigating all those raging hormones, 
caring for an infant, and being a wife. 
Who wouldn’t feel the same?

Heck, that first week that I came 
home from the hospital I was so con-
fused, I couldn’t figure out how to 
schedule a diaper change let alone the 
more important issues of what I was 

going to do for the rest of my life. Being 
at a job was safer than being a mom. 

I knew who I was on the job. At 
home, I couldn’t remember my name.  
Heck, why not stay at work a little 
while longer? There was only the noise 
of typewriters, phone conversations, 
and crazy clients to contend with. 

Yes, I love my child dearly, there 
is nothing that can ever change that 
love and devotion I feel for my Bri. The 
all consuming, all nurturing, all the 
time love — but there are days that be-
ing a mom is not the most welcomed 
job in the world. 

When they are little, you worry 
about every bump, scratch, cough, and 
sneeze. When they go off to school, ev-
ery phone ring makes you jump out of 
your skin, and when they go away to 
college, every night you wonder how 
your child is, who your child is with, 
and if your child will be safe. 

Then when your little one comes 
home from college and is all grown up, 
you worry about dates, parties, travel-
ing. You name it, the worry never ends. 

So, yeah, I guess I was a bad mom 
too, because as sure as god made little 
green apples, there were many times I 
asked, “What the heck did I get into.”

Not for Nuthin™, Chirlane, but 
don’t worry, you couldn’t have been 
that bad a mother, considering you 
have a daughter to be proud of.

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

Joanna DelBuono

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION
Stanley P. Gershbein

A BRITISHER’S
VIEW

Shavana Abruzzo

Joanna has advice for the city’s first lady

Every day should be Memorial Day
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I’m madder than my lovely 
wife Sharon when she breaks 
a nail while trying to tie my 

tie because I’m all fat thumbs 
and simply can’t make a double-
windsor like I use to over the 
fact that every time I think I’m 
out, they pull me back in.

Look, you all know the 
ol’Screecher is as tight as a clam 
when it comes to spending them, 
and I’ll do just about anything to 
save a buck — or find one — in 
order to make sure I have cash 
for my old age.

And I don’t need to tell you 
that when I roll down the street 
atop my trusty steed Tornado, 
I’m not looking where I am go-
ing because I’m too busy looking 
down on the ground. Why? Be-
cause money don’t fall up!

So you wouldn’t be surprised 
to learn that when Sharon 
called me to let me know that 
she couldn’t find her wallet dur-
ing another one of her shopping 
sprees that reminds me of those 
24-hour-dance marathon from 
those halcyon Happy Days, I 
practically jumped up out of Tor-
nado and did a jig myself.

Of course, I didn’t let her 
know how happy I was, laying 
on the “I feel so bad for you,” 
and “I’ll call the credit card 
companies,” and stuff like that. 
But deep down inside I knew for 
a fact that her without her bill-
fold for just a few minutes saves 

me a small fortune. 
And by the way, calling the 

credit card companies is no 
small job, as Sharon has a pro-
verbial pinochle deck of those 
plastic things that would make 
a suicide king do something I 
wouldn’t necessarily recom-
mend.

But I digresss.
It seems Sharon was walk-

ing out of this week’s shameless 
plug, Pizza D’Amore, near the 
Best Buys at Caesars Bay Ba-
zaar where the Korvettes used to 
be, carrying a slice and a Coke 
and her wallet and the keys to 
the Plymouth all in one hand. 
Now, obviously I’ve told her not 
to do this, but as usual she didn’t 
listen, and sure enough she 
dropped something while get-
ting into the car, and it wasn’t 
the keys, because she drove off.

Off she sped, with her driv-
er’s license, registration, and 
that emergency $20 I make her 
keep behind the picture of our 
grandkids just in case, left on 
the ground.

Not to mention the pinochle 
deck of cards.

By the time Sharon got home, 
I had already cancelled the Din-
er’s Club, Master Charge, Play-
ers Club with Telly Salavas, and 
BankAmericard, when she told 
me we had to rush over to the 
DMV on W. Eighth Street before 
it closed at three o’clock so she 
could continue to legally chauf-
feur me around because she’s 
afraid to stay awake when I 
drive, so that means I can’t take 
her to get her hair done because 
she doesn’t have enough time 
to get to sleep. I waited in the 
car, using my six cellphones to 
make sure I got as many cards 
canceled as I could, and she 
popped inside to get her license. 
Miraculously, she returned 25 
minutes later with a temporary 
license. 

As she was getting into the 
car, we got a call from the Best 
Buys asking me if I would au-
thorize a $2,141 purchase of one 
of them big televisions not made 
by Zenith. I screamed into the 
phone “FRAUDULENT PUR-
CHASE! FRAUDULENT PUR-
CHASE!” and claimed I can-
celed that card an hour ago. The 

guy over there was nice enough, 
pointing out to me that I didn’t 
have to yell because they didn’t 
let the sale go through. Boy was 
that a relief!

So I says to the guy, “Hey, is 
this the Best Buy where the Kor-
vettes used to be?”

And he said “Yes,” and I said 
“The one in Caesars’s Bay?” and 
he said, “No, the one on Staten 
Island.”

I was nearly flawed! I forgot 
that there was once a Korvettes 
there, too!

Folks, there is a moral to the 
story, of course, and this week’s 
lesson from the Screecher is 
to make sure you carry only 
the credit cards you need, and 
have a Zerox of every card you 
use just in case. And lastly, buy 
a powerful magnifying glass 
and read the small print on the 
back of those cards that says “If 
your wife is a shop-a-holic, start 
bankruptcy proceedings early 
and get some insurance quick!”

And the worst part about it 
is she already has all new cards! 
Just when I thought I was out!

Screech at you next week!

Just when Carmine thought he was out…

BIG
SCREECHER
Carmine Santa Maria
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Bay Ridge activist Mau-

reen Stramka — a mem-
ber of scores of community 
groups — passed away on 
May 16.

The 76-year-old Stramka 
served on Community 
Board 10, the Ragamuffi n 
Parade Committee, the Bay 
Ridge Ambulance Volun-
teer Organization, the Bay 
Ridge Community Council, 
the Bay Ridge Lions Club, 
the district attorney’s offi ce, 
the Fort Hamilton Citizens 
Action Committee, and the 
68th Precinct Community 
Council — and volunteered 
at countless neighborhood 
events.

“Add them all up, my 
friend, and there you have 
it — that was what she did,” 
said the local leader’s surviv-
ing son, Tommy Stramka, 
co-owner of Fifth Avenue deli 
Mejlander and Mulgannon.

Stramka was born in the 
Bronx on June 22, 1937, but 
moved to Bay Ridge with her 
parents Norma and Tommy 
Mulgannon as an infant. 
Her father, a fi refi ghter and 
entrepreneur, owned Mul-
gannon’s Bar on Fifth Av-
enue and a neighborhood 
liquor store — which gave 
Stramka invaluable con-
tacts in the Bay Ridge busi-
ness community when she 
became a fund-raiser for lo-
cal groups decades later.

“She knew every restau-
rant owner and bartender 
in the neighborhood, from 
growing up in Bay Ridge,” 
her son recalled.

Tommy Stramka said 
his mother became active 
in neighborhood causes 
during the early ’90s, when 
she began working for the 

Angel Guardian Home or-
phanage on 12th Avenue 
— today part of the Mer-
cyFirst chain. She put her 
connections to good use, 
raising money for the chil-
dren’s shelter from Ridge 
store owners. Soon, she was 
also fund-raising for the 
Advocates for the Blind and 
Mult-Handicapped, and her 
community service snow-
balled from there.

“That just led to getting 
involved in everything else 
in the neighborhood,” said 
her son. “She was always in-
volved in something. It kept 
her busy and it was a social 
outlet for her.”

Stramka was active al-
most to the end, despite be-
ing diagnosed with lung 
cancer in 2009. She had her 

lung removed but the can-
cer survived in the cavity. 
Most people with lingering 
malignancies live just a few 
months, but Stramka sur-
vived another four years.

“She was a walking mir-
acle,” said her son.

Tommy Stramka said 
he remembered his mother 
as fi ercely dedicated to her 
loved ones and her commu-
nity.

“She enjoyed every-
thing, helping everyone. 
She enjoyed her family, her 
grandchildren, and being 
socially active and commit-
ted,” he said.

Stramka is survived by 
her son, her daughters Cath-
erine and Maureen, and by 
her grandkids Thomas, Mi-
chelle, and Kristen.

Maureen Stramka did a bit of everything

IN MEMORY: Maureen Stramka, who worked with numerous Bay 
Ridge civic groups, died this week. File photo by Gregory P. Mango

Bay Ridge civic 
superhero passes

36 HOUR ADOPTION EVENT 
9AM Sat, May 31 thru 9PM Sun, June 1

Over 700 Dogs, Cats, Puppies & Kittens!  
Plus, Fun for the Entire Family

25 Davis Avenue, Port Washington, NY • AnimalLeague.org • 516.883.7575
Presenting Sponsor:

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Call us for a free consultation: 212-608-8840

If you have a loved one in a nursing home or assisted living facility 
who has suffered from:

NURSING HOME ABUSE LAWYERS

Bamundo Zwal & Schermerhorn, LLP
No Recovery - No Fee

The source for news in your neighborhood:



Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us! Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!** TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6 1 - 8 7 7 - 6 2 5 - 6 7 6 6

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be 
accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. 
**Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. §Choice of tv or tablet giveaway, only with purchase of vehicle, while supplies last. Must purchase and take 
immediate delivery of vehicle. Giveaway is not available on advertised specials. Giveaway Friday May 23-Monday, May 26, 2014. Must present ad at time of arrival. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.
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$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

15k miles, Stk#73236

$9,995
RAV4 4WD'10 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

16k miles, Stk#73241

$10,995
CIVIC'12 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
31k miles, Stk#5650

$17,995
PATHFINDER'12 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

29k miles, Stk#78422

$14,995
CAMARO'12 CHEVY

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
42k miles, Stk#1196

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 

21k miles, Stk#84619

$8,995
SONATA'11 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 

32k miles, Stk#1616
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2008 Jeep Liberty, 17k 54235 $9,495
 2011 Ford Escape XLT, 25k 74493 $9,995
 2009 Acura TSX, 99k 3895 $11,995
 2009 Nissan Murano, 45k 73621  $12,888
 2012 Volkswagen Passat, 22k 4362 $13,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 16k 82570 $13,995
 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 GMC Terrain, 51k 82272 $13,995
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 82896 $16,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $18,995
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2011 Lexus ES350, 34k 2242 $19,995
 2011 Acura MDX, 48k 1321 $23,459
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $31,995
    MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!  
 

MEMORIAL DAY
SAVING STARTS NOW!

AT MAJOR WORLD!AT MAJOR WORLD!

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up

Stk# 84301, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$103BUY 
FOR:

COROLLA s'12 TOYOTA

ACCORD LX'12 HONDA

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$115BUY 
FOR:

C300^2011 MERCEDES

Stk# 68924, 13k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2013 CHEVY

$99 Stk# 1382, 3k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2011 HONDAPILOT EX

Stk# 5210, 23k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$199BUY 
FOR:

ML-3502011 MERCEDES

Stk# 5589, 25k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$25,995

Complimentary
40" LED HD
SMART TV

OR TABLET§
5/23-5/26/14

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be 
accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. ^slight h2o damage. 
**Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. §Choice of tv or tablet giveaway, only with purchase of vehicle, while supplies last. Must purchase and take 
immediate delivery of vehicle. Giveaway is not available on advertised specials. Giveaway Friday May 23-Monday, May 26, 2014. Must present ad at time of arrival. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

FOR THE FIRST 10 CUSTOMERS TO PURCHASE A VEHICLE MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
One of the best ways to hear music is 

sitting outside on a patch of grass, under 
the sun or some stars. Luckily for Brook-
lynites, there’s ample opportunity to catch 
some tunes in the open air this summer. 
Check out our go-to spots for the best out-
door acoustic action.

Concerts In The Park
Split mainly between Marine Park 

and Bay Ridge’s Shore Park, this annual 
free concert series treats attendees to a 
range of music all summer, including 
classic rock, ’80s dance hits, disco, impro-
visational blues rock, and even a Beatles 
tribute band. Concerts mostly alternate 
between locations, with performances at 
Shore Park on Tuesdays and Marine Park 
rocking out on Wednesdays throughout 
July and August.

Concerts in the Park [(718) 238–6044], 
at 79th Street and Shore Road in Bay 
Ridge, July 8, 15, 29 and Aug. 12, 19, 26; 
Marine Park at Fillmore Street in Ma-

rine Park, July 9, 16, 30 and Aug. 6, 13, 
20; Dyker Park at 86th Street and 14th 
Avenue in Dyker Heights, July 22; Av-
enue U and Van Sicklen Street in Gra-
vesend, July 23, 7 pm, free.

Rock the bandshell
The National, originally from Cincin-

nati but now based in Brooklyn, makes a 
three-day run at Prospect Park as a sort of 
homecoming.

The National at Prospect Park Band-
shell, Park Slope. June 17–19, 7 pm, $50.

Neutral music
Neutral Milk Hotel was an under-

ground sensation for 10 years in the 1990s. 
Then it disappeared leaving fans of its 
infl uential indie rock sadder and more 
depressed than the band’s lyrics did origi-
nally. The band started touring again in 
2013, after a decade’s-long hiatus. Catch it 
now before it disappears again, like a fi re-
fl y into the night of Prospect Park’s Neth-

Must-see Must-see 
bandsbands
Don’t miss these 
artists perform

OUT ROCKING: Brooklyn loves seeing music in the wide-open outdoors. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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“The Birds;” Aug. 28 (to be determined by 
public vote).

Brooklyn Bridge Park on the Harbor 
View Lawn of Pier 1 (2 Old Fulton St. at 
Furman Street in Brooklyn Heights, www.
brooklynbridgepark.org.) Films start at 
sundown and admission is free.

SummerScreen
McCarren Park hosts weekly movie 

nights on Wednesdays from July 9 through 
Aug. 13 — July 9: “Back to the Future;” July 
16: “Zoolander;” July 23: “Cry-Baby;” July 30: 
“Heathers;” Aug. 6: “Big Lebowski;” Aug. 13 

ermead.
Neutral Milk Hotel at Pros-

pect Park Bandshell, Park Slope. 
July 22–23, 7 pm, $50.

Hail the saints
St. Vincent creates some deep 

and interesting sonic landscapes, 
so it makes sense to see her among 
the green pastures of Brooklyn’s 
backyard. San Fermin, another 
band with a saintly name and the 
brainchild of a classically trained 
composer and songwriter from 
Brooklyn, will open for her.

St. Vincent, San Fermin at 
Prospect Park Bandshell, Park 
Slope. Aug. 9, 7:30 pm, free.

The funkiest office 
park in town

The Ohio Players have been 
playing funk and R&B since the 
1950s. It is responsible for semi-
nal songs such as “Love Roller-
coaster” and “Fire.” And this 
summer you can catch it in the 
middle of Brooklyn’s biggest offi ce 
complex — MetroTech. The show 
is part of a summer long program 
that brings the funk to lunch on 
Jay Street once a week.

The Ohio Players at the lawn 
in MetroTech Commons (Metro-
Tech, Jay Street and Flatbush 
Avenue at Myrtle Avenue in 
Downtown). June 19, 12 pm, free.

Indie world
The indie rockers behind Bei-

rut take a lot of cues from world 
music, especially from the Bal-
kans. And that means horns, lots 
of horns. Who doesn’t like horns? 
Check them out.

Beirut at Williamsburg Park 
(50 Kent Street, between N. 11th 
and N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg), June 14, 5 pm, $35.

Thong Song cometh
Who can forget Sisqo’s 1999 

smash hit “Thong Song” and the 
silver-haired singer that made it 
happen? His ode to skimpy under-
garments is super catchy. And 
it’s charming if only because of 
its simplicity. We may not have 
heard much from Sisqo since that 
song, but he is playing for free in 
Brownsville and who knows if 
you will ever get the chance to see 
him again.

Sisqo at Betsy Head Park 
(Bounded by Dumont and 
Blake avenues, and Bristol 
and Thomas Boyland streets in 
Brownsville). June 11, 7 pm, free.

BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
Take the popcorn outdoors and view 

blockbuster movies under star-studded skies 
this summer, as Brooklyn parks, gardens, 
rooftops, and other open spaces transform 
into alfresco theaters to bring you popular 
favorites and rare screenings right in your 
backyard. It’s the hottest ticket in town for 
the season’s best entertainment — and it’s 
free, too! So bring a chair or blanket, and en-
joy.

Syfy Movies With a View
Brooklyn Bridge Park screens classic 

fi lms every Thursday night from July 10 
to Aug. 28 — July 10: “Duck Soup;” July 17: 
“Sharknado;” July 24: “Fantastic Mr. Fox;” 
July 31: “Beetlejuice;” Aug. 7: “Cat on a Hot 
Tin Roof;” Aug. 14: “Ghost Dog;” Aug. 21: 

FIRST FAMILY: Belt the sloth, Guy, Eep and other favorites from “The Croods” will take over the outdoor 
screen at Narrows Botanical Garden on Aug. 8. Associated Press / DreamWorks Animation

OUTDOOR 
MOVIE 
MAGIC

Here’s where to watch 
movies al fresco

Continued on page 44

1. The National is one of the most popular indie rock bands around right now. Of course the members moved to Brooklyn. Come catch the band at a homecoming 
show in Prospect Park. 2. That’s right‚ Sisqo is coming to Brooklyn for a free show at Betsy Head Park in Brownsville. He has to sing the “Thong Song”; at least once. 
3. St. Vincent and San Fermin are playing the bandshell for free this summer. Both acts have saint in their name, so the show should be pretty holy. 
 1. Associated Press / Robb Cohen   2. Associated Press / Suzanne Plunkett   3. Associated Press / Charles Sykes 

1 32
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BY MAX JAEGER
It’s time to explore the land beyond your 

stoop, with summer in full swing. Sure, the 
borough is mostly concrete, and averages 
36,732 people per square mile, but there are 
plenty of places to spread out, get a breath of 
fresh air, and enjoy some outdoor fun with-
out feeling like a canned sardine.

TAKE TO THE SEA
There’s nothing like the smell of salt air 

and the sound of waves lapping on a hull, 
and with 13 launches, you won’t have to 
travel far to make a splash. The truly adven-
turous can even paddle the Gowanus Canal 
and Newtown Creek — just don’t fall in.

Brooklyn Bridge Park
Explore the East River and soak in some 

stunning views of lower Manhattan at this 
prime launch. The Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Boathouse even offers a free public kayak-
ing program on Thursdays and Saturdays 
from June 7 to Aug. 31.

(Brooklyn Bridge Park between Piers 1 

and 2 near Furman and Cranberry streets, 
www.bbpboathouse.org).

Salt Marsh Nature Center
Get a glimpse of untouched Brooklyn 

paddling through the Gerritsen inlet in 
Marine Park. You can even rent a boat from 
Wheel Fun Rentals just across Avenue U.

(Launch at the corner of Burnett Street 
and Avenue U in Marine Park, www.wheel-
funrentals.com/).

Louis Valentino Jr. Pier Park
Explore the protected cove in Louis Val-

entino Jr. Pier Park. Red Hook Boaters will 
set you up with a boat, paddles, and life vest 
— for free!

(At the end of Coffey Street in Red Hook, 
www.redhookboaters.org).

RADIO-CONTROLLED
This is ground control to major fun — 

can you hear me up there? Southern Brook-
lyn is home to two parks where model air-

Explore the great outdoorsExplore the great outdoors
Get off the couch and have some fun on land, sea, or in the air

SUMMER ’14

TEEING UP SOME FUN: Enjoy an afternoon of America’s pasttime on one of the Brooklyn Bridge 
Park’s lawns. File photo by Andy Campbell Continued on page 44
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718-758-7500718-758-7500718-758-7500

FLOYD BENNETT FIELD, 3159 FLATBUSH AVE., BROOKLYNFLOYD BENNETT FIELD, 3159 FLATBUSH AVE., BROOKLYN

IRIRFF IRIRFFPRESENTS THE PRESENTS THE 
KINGS COUNTYKINGS COUNTYsports and eventssports and events

#KINGSCOUNTYFAIR#KINGSCOUNTYFAIR

MAY 15th - 26thMAY 15th - 26thMAY 15th - 26th

EXIT 11S OFF THE BELT PKWYEXIT 11S OFF THE BELT PKWY
TO B’KLYN COLLEGE TOTO B’KLYN COLLEGE TO2 5 Q35

WWW.THEKINGSCOUNTYFAIR.COMWWW.THEKINGSCOUNTYFAIR.COM WWW.AVIATORSPORTS.COMWWW.AVIATORSPORTS.COM

Thursday, 5/22
5:00PM – 11:00PM 

POP-
pay one price

$25 Pay one price for rides
$20 Pay one price for rides w/ coupon

$5 Regular Admission Applies

DATE NAME SPECIAL

Friday, 5/23
5:00PM – 12:00AM 

POP-
pay one price

$30 Pay one price for rides-8PM-Midnight
$25 Pay one price for rides w/ coupon

$5 Regular Admission Applies

Saturday, 5/24
12:00PM – 12:00AM 

Monday, 5/26
12:00PM – 11:00PM 

Tickets

Memorial Day 
Special - POP -
pay one price

$5 Regular Admission Applies
Coupon not applicable

$25 Pay one price for rides
$20 Pay one price for rides w/ coupon

$5 Regular Admission Applies

Sunday, 5/25
1:00PM – 11:00PM 

Tickets
$5 Regular Admission Applies

Coupon not applicable

FREE PARKING EVERY DAY ALL DAY
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Brooklynites without backyards can 

still savor an outdoor barbecue on hot, sul-
try summer days and feel at home. Here are 
some of our favorite places to eat outdoors:

Aurora
The patio of this charming Italian spot 

is perfect for a brunch or a dinner.
[70 Grand St. between Wythe and Kent av-

enues in Williamsburg, (718) 388–5100].

Anella
The French toast is the stuff of a break-

fast lover’s dreams. 
[222 Franklin St. between Freeman and 

Green streets in Greenpoint, (718) 389–8102].

Frankies 457
The food is the star here, from creatively 

stuffed ravioli to the best meatballs in the 
borough.

[457 Court St. between Fourth Place and 
Luquer Street in Carroll Gardens, (718) 402–
0033].

Sea Witch
This nautical take on the gastropub has 

a back garden with real fi sh swimming in 
the pebbled pond.

[705 Fifth Ave. between 21st and 22nd streets 

in South Slope, (347) 923–9322].

Pok Pok
The casual street-food-in-Thailand feel 

matches the food.
[127 Columbia St. between  Kane and Ir-

ving streets in the Columbia Street Waterfront 
District, (718) 923–9322].

The Farm on Adderley
The best evening here involves a simple 

burger.
[1108 Cortelyou Rd. between Stratford and 

Westminster roads in Ditmas Park, (718) 287–
3101].

Lonestar Bar and Grill
This country-themed sports bar features 

three big-screen TVs and barbecue grills in 
its open-air patio.

[8703 Fifth Avenue, between 86th and 
88th streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 833–7180].

The Lockyard
This beer garden pours dozens of differ-

ent brews, and serves artisanal sausages 
and hot dogs in its leafy backyard space.

[9221 Fifth Avenue, between 92nd and 
94th streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 333–5282].

Brooklyn’s Brooklyn’s 
backyardsbackyards

The best restaurants with 
outdoor seating and eating

BACKYARD GRUB: Christina Thorsen, left, and Krysten Friscia serve up drinks and burgers on the 
deck at Lonestar Bar and Grill on Fifth Avenue in Bay Ridge. Photo by Elizabeth GrahamCOMING SOON

CAFÉ 

New Outdoor
Lounge Style Café

Small Plates
Wood Oven Gourmet Pizza

Specialty Cocktails

Cafe Fornetto
2902 Emmons Ave., Sheepshead Bay 

(Btwn Nostrand and E29th Street)

(718) 332-8494 www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

On Premise Valet Parking
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BY BROOKE CORTESE
It is that time of year again, the time 

Brooklyn’s rabid baseball fans wait all year 
for: the start of the Cyclones season. This 
year the Mini-Mets once again open up the 
season at MCU Park against the hated Baby 
Bombers, the Staten Island Yankees with 
the second game of a four-game series. 

The Cyclones go into the 2014 season 
looking to improve on the squad’s 38–37 
season last year, its worst fi nish since 
joining the New York-Penn League in 
2001. The Cyclones are without the help 
of last year’s manager Rich Donnelly, who 
left Brooklyn to go West to manage the Ta-
coma Rainiers, the Triple-A affi liate for 
the Seattle Mariners. This time around, 
the Cyclones look to Tom Gamboa, a man 
who has 30  years of coaching experience 
and more than 40 years of experience in 
professional sports to lead the team to its 
fi rst real championship. Gamboa, a Cali-
fornia native, began his professional ca-
reer as a scout in Baltimore in the 1970s 
and continued to work his way through 
the majors and minors as a coach and a 
manager during the next 40 years. In the 
2010 season, Gamboa as a manager, led 
the Palm Springs Power of the Southern 
California Collegiate Baseball League, to 

a franchise record of 34–4, the Cyclones 
hope he can bring some of that success 
with him to the East Coast. 

Gamboa is joined by Benny Distefano, 
the Brooklyn-born hitting coach, and Tom 
Signore, the pitching coach. Distefano, who 
held the job of hitting coach in 2010, returns 
to the Cyclones after serving as the hitting 
coach for the Savannah Sand Gnats in 
2011 and as the hitting coach for the St Lu-
cie Mets during the 2012 and 2013 seasons. 

Baseball Baseball 
is back is back 

in Coneyin Coney

The Brooklyn Cyclones The Brooklyn Cyclones 
season is packed with season is packed with 
promotions and givea-promotions and givea-
ways, including the ways, including the 
New York-Penn League New York-Penn League 
All-Star Game and the All-Star Game and the 
highly anticipated highly anticipated 
“Seinfeld Night.”“Seinfeld Night.”

SUMMER DAYS: See the exciting Brooklyn Cyclones at MCU Field. Photo by Tom Callan

Cyclones return for 
the team’s 14th 

season by the sea
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Date Opponent Time

June 14 Staten Island Yankees 6:00 pm

June 16 Staten Island Yankees 7:00 pm

June 17 Hudson Valley Renegades 7:00 pm

June 23 Hudson Valley Renegades 7:00 pm

June 25 Aberdeen Ironbirds 7:00 pm

June 26 Aberdeen Ironbirds 7:00 pm

June 27 Staten Island Yankees 7:00 pm

June 29 Staten Island Yankees 5:00 pm

July 2 Hudson Valley Renegades 7:00 pm

July 4 Aberdeen Ironbirds 5:00 pm

July 5 Aberdeen Ironbirds 6:00 pm

July 6 Aberdeen Ironbirds 1:00 pm

July 7 Hudson Valley Renegades 7:00 pm

July 8 Hudson Valley Renegades 11:00 am

July 16 Jamestown Jammers 7:00 pm

July 17 Jamestown Jammers 7:00 pm

July 18 Jamestown Jammers 7:00 pm

July 19 Williamsport Crosscutters 6:00 pm

July 20 Williamsport Crosscutters 5:00 pm

July 21 Williamsport Crosscutters 11:00 am

July 24 Vermont Lake Monsters 7:00 pm

July 25 Vermont Lake Monsters 7:00 pm

July 26 Vermont Lake Monsters 6:00 pm

July 30 Auburn Doubledays 7:00 pm

July 31 Auburn Doubledays 7:00 pm

Aug. 1 Auburn Doubledays 7:00 pm

Aug. 2 Connecticut Tigers 6:00 pm

Aug. 3 Connecticut Tigers 5:00 pm

Aug. 4 Connecticut Tigers 7:00 pm

Aug. 12 Lowell Spinners 7:00 pm

Aug. 13 Lowell Spinners 7:00 pm

Aug. 14 Lowell Spinners 7:00 pm

Aug. 21 Staten Island Yankees 7:00 pm

Aug. 22 Tri-City Valleycats 7:00 pm

Aug. 23 Tri-City Valleycats 6:00 pm

Aug. 24 Tri-City Valleycats 5:00 pm

Aug. 27 Staten Island Yankees 7:00 pm

Aug. 31 Staten Island Yankees 6:00 pm

Pitching coach Tom Signore begins his fi rst sea-
son with the Cyclones this year, after serving as 
pitching coach for Triple-A Las Vegas. 

Just like every year this Brooklyn Cyclones 
season is packed with promotions and give-
aways, including the New York-Penn League 
All-Star Game and the highly anticipated 
“Seinfeld Night,” which celebrates the 25th 

anniversary of the beloved television series 
“Seinfeld.” The first 2,500 fans will receive a 
Keith Hernandez Magic Loogie Bobblehead, 
in honor of, well, the second spitter. Who’s the 
chuck? 

MCU Park will also be home to this year’s New 
York-Penn League All-Star game, to be played on 
Aug. 19.

SUMMER DAYS: See the exciting Brooklyn Cyclones at MCU Field. Photo By Gary Thomas

June 14: 2014 Schedule Magnet, courtesy of MCU
June 16: Garage Sale Giveaway, Verrazano Bridge 50th anniversary 
June 25: All-Star Cup Series (1 of 6), “Price is Right” Night 
June 26: Soccer Jersey, courtesy of St Francis College 
June 27: All-Star Game Visor, courtesy of Pepsi 
June 29: Sunday Funday: Pre-game photos with mascots, post-game kids run the bases 
July 2: All-Star Cup Series (2 of 6) Zombie Night 
July 4: Dri-fi t Shirt, courtesy of Midwood Ambulance 
July 5: Keith Hernandez Magic Loogie Bobblehead, “Seinfeld” 25th Anniversary Celebration
July 7: Cyclones and Stars Cap (Field Box Tickets Only) 
July16: All-Star Cup Series (3 of 6), T-shirt giveaway 
July 17: Hockey Jersey, courtesy of Domino’s Pizza 
July 18: FDNY Night 
July 20: Superhero Lunch Box, courtesy of Geico
July 21: Scholastic Book Giveaway, courtesy of Scholastic Books 
July 24: 1 <3 BKLYN Jersey, presented by Verizon 
July 26: “The King” Bobblehead, Elvis Presley Night 
July 30: All-Star Cup Series (4 of 6), NYPD Night 
July 31: Shamrock Jersey, presented by Budweiser 
Aug. 1: Gil Hodges 1969 Bobblehead, courtesy of Lutheran Healthcare 
Aug. 2: Padawan Pee Wee Bobblehead, courtesy of Holiday Inn Express 
Aug. 3: Scholastic Book Giveaway, courtesy of Scholastic Books
Aug. 13:  All-Star Cup Series (5 of 6) 
Aug. 14: Gil Hodges Jersey, courtesy of MCU 
Aug. 19: NYPL All-Star Game 
Aug. 21: Brooklyn Bridge Jersey, courtesy of Pepsi 
Aug. 23: Educator Sandy Bobblehead, courtesy of MCU 
Aug. 27: All-Star Cup Series (6 of 6) 
Aug. 31: Team Photo Giveaway  

BROOKLYN CYCLONE GIVEAWAYS

BROOKLYN 
CYCLONES 

HOME 
GAME 

SCHEDULE

Look, there had to be a second 
spitter.  Associated Press
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of the best of Agatha Christie. Junior 
Bender is a good-natured, too-smart-
for-his-own good burglar who cases 
the houses of Hollywood’s rich and 
famous. His criminal 
underworld contacts 
hire Junior as a fi xer 
to solve their problems 
and locate their stolen 
valuables. Well, actu-
ally, Junior is black-
mailed into taking on 
cases more often than 
he is hired. Each book 
is full of Hollywood trivia, de-
lightful quips, and burglary secrets. 
The latest novel, “Herbie’s Game,” 
which comes out in July, has Junior 
solving the murder of his own burglar 
mentor. I love this whole series, but 
think this fourth book is the best in-
stallment yet.

— Bina Valenzano, co-owner, The 
BookMark Shoppe [8415 Third Ave. 
between 84th and 85th streets in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 833–5115, www.book-
markshoppe.com].

Word’s Picks: 
“Lexicon” by Max Barry

This one sits in a particular place 
between “The Flame Alphabet” and 
“Snow Crash” — a fun-smart-affect-
ing-thoughtful-absurdly-enjoyable 
thriller in which language’s power as 
a weapon and a tool is 
massively heightened 
in the hands of “po-
ets” who hone their 
scary skills in a spe-
cial school (of course). 
Barry neatly com-
bines a love story, a 
globe-trotting adven-
ture, and nifty ideas 
about identity, love, and the compel-
ling power of the right words.

— Molly Templeton, Word [126 
Franklin St. at Milton Street in Green-
point, (718) 383–0096, www.word-
brooklyn.com].

“The Girl in the Road” 
by Monica Byrne

This science fi ction tale of future 
Africa and Asia has all the escape you 
could want — new technology, a mur-
der mystery, two interwoven narra-
tives — plus the cultural 
commentary inherent 
in the best of specula-
tive fi ction. Byrne’s 
characters are compli-
cated, a little lost, and 
well worth rooting for. 
With a debut like this, 
you’ll want to keep an 
eye on her.

— Jenn Northing-
ton, Word [126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096, 
www.wordbrooklyn.com].

TURN 
THE PAGE 

ON THE 
BEST BEACH 

READS

Make a splash Make a splash 
at area poolsat area pools

SPLISH, SPLASH: Splash it up this summer at McCarren Park Pool. File photo by Ken Yapelli

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Hot weather is just around the corner. 

Luckily, Brooklyn has a wealth of pools and 
beaches to cool your jets. See our complete 
list of beaches and outdoor pools of all sizes.

OPEN JUNE 27

Outdoor swimming pools
All pools are open from 11 am to 7 pm 

with a break for pool cleaning between 3 pm 
and 4 pm. Early bird and night owl lap swim 
hours are also available at some pools.

• Betsy Head [Livonia Avenue between 
Hopkins Avenue and Strauss Street in Browns-
ville, (718) 865–6581]. Olympic-size pool.

• Bushwick Playground [Flushing Av-
enue between Beaver Street in Bushwick, 
(718) 452–2116]. Intermediate-size and wad-
ing pools.

• Commodore Barry Park [N. Elliott 
Place and Flushing Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 243–2593]. Intermediate-size and wad-
ing pools.

• David Fox-PS 251 [E. 54th Street and 
Avenue H in East Flatbush, (718) 531–2437]. 
Mini-size pool.

• Glenwood Houses [Farragut Road and 

Ralph Avenue in Flatlands, (718) 531–2480]. 
Mini-size pool.

• Howard [E. New York Avenue between 
Rockaway Avenue and Mother Gaston Bou-
levard in Brownsville, (718) 385–1023]. Inter-
mediate-size and wading pools.

• JHS 57-HS 26 [117 Stuyvesant Avenue 
between Lafayette and Green avenues in 
Bushwick, (718) 452–0519]. Mini-size pool.

• McCarren [Lorimer Street between Ba-
yar Street and Driggs Avenue in Greenpoint, 
(212) 639–9675]. Olympic-size pool.

• PS 20 Playground [Claremont Avenue 
between Willoughby and DeKalb avenues in 
Fort Greene, (718) 625–6101]. Mini-size pool.

Beaches
• Coney Island and Brighton Beach 

[Surf Avenue between W. 37th Street and 
Corbin Place in Coney Island, (718) 946–
1350]. Open 10 am to 6 pm starting May 24. 
Parking free.

• Kingsborough Community College 

Beach [end of Oriental Boulevard in Man-
hattan Beach, (718) 318–4300]. Opens June 21 
from 11 am to 5 pm.

• Manhattan Beach [Oriental Boule-
vard and Irwin Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 646–5913]. Open 10 am to 6 pm starting 
May 24. Parking $10.

BY SARAH IANNONE

Summertime is beach time, 

and for many that means 

time to catch up on some 

reading. We asked the bor-

ough’s brightest bookworms 

for their picks of the year’s 

best beach reads:

The BookMark 
Shoppe’s Picks: 
“Inside Madeleine” 
by Paula Bomer

Paula Bomer’s new short story col-
lection, “Inside Madeleine,” should 
come with a warning label: not for the 
timid or easily shocked. This slim vol-
ume packs in extreme quantities of 
sex, drugs, violence and mental illness. 
Somehow, though, Bomer’s use of these 
volatile ingredients never becomes gra-
tuitous. She pushes 
her characters to the 
extreme in service of 
exploring the lives of 
girls and women who 
are fi ghting to claim 
their own space in the 
world (as often as not, 
her character fi nd 
that the world has 
other plans for them). The title novella 
follows Madeleine from overweight pre-
teen, to promiscuous high school stu-
dent, to anorexic, anxiety-ridden adult. 
It’s a remarkable transformation, not 
less shocking for the fact that every 
step of Madeleine’s journey is credibly 
and compellingly drawn, making the 
haunting fi nal pages feel both wrench-
ing and inevitable. If you’re looking for 
an unconventional summer read that 
is both brutally funny and powerfully 
emotional, don’t miss this book.

“Herbie’s Game” 
by Timothy Hallinan

Timothy Hallinan’s hilarious mys-
tery novels about burglar detective Ju-
nior Bender are the ultimate summer 
beach reading — as funny as the best 
of Carl Hiaasen, but with the kinds of 
puzzling mysteries and plot surprises 
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Van 
Leeuwen

The pale yellow truck at-
tracts lines all summer for $7 scoops, but 
cool down inside at the Boerum Hill or 
Greenpoint shops of this artisan ice cream 
vendor. Since 2008, Van Leeuwen has been 
making ice cream from scratch in Green-
point using only fresh hormone and anti-
biotic free milk and cream. The store also 
sources ingredients like chocolate, fruit, 
and nuts from small producers interna-
tionally. Simple fl avors like vanilla, pis-
tachio, and mint chip surely stand out for 
their high quality. 

[81 Bergen St at Smith St in Boerum 
Hill and 632 Manhattan Ave in Green-
point, (718)701–1630, http://www.vanleeu-
wenicecream.com/].

Uncle Louie G’s
This ice cream and Italian ice vendor 

boasts “flavors so good they’ll make you 
feel like a kid again,” but this decades-old 
Brooklyn business is truly good for any 
age or state of mind. With 11 outposts in 
Brooklyn (along with many expansions 
to other cities and states), cooling down 
with a cup of their frozen treats is pretty 

much a borough staple. Creamy ices like 
cake batter or mint chocolate chip will 
trick you into thinking you’re eating real 
ice cream! But if you don’t like to feel 

tricked, their 
ice cream is just 

as high quality — try 
the Brooklyn Cheesecake, 

Peanut Butter Cookie Dough, and So-
prano Spumoni. Prices are low and serv-
ings are large, and it doesn’t get much 
better than that. 

[1272 Bayridge Parkway at 13th Avenue 
in Dyker Heights, (718) 748–3494, http://
www.unclelouiegee.com/].

Anapoli Ice Cream Parlor
Now in its 117th summer of serving ex-

travagant sundaes and treats, there’s no 
question that 
the centenar-
ian ice cream 
parlor has an 
e s t a b l i s h e d 
place in Brook-
lyn history. The 
double old-fash-
ioned “Sunday” 
comes with 
classic top-
pings like whipped cream, hot fudge, but-
terscotch, walnuts, strawberries, and more. 
Banana splits, shakes, and fl oats are also 
all available at this nostalgic dessert shop.  

[6920 Third Ave. between Ovington Av-
enue and 69th Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 
748–3863], https://anopolifamilyrestau-
rant.com].

Sweet Dynasty 
This Asian Ice Cream parlor in Brook-

lyn’s Chinatown specializes in Eastern fl a-
vors like sesame, lychee, taro, and green 
tea. Daring diners can opt for durian, 
which is notorious as the only food Bizarre 
Foods’ host Andrew Zimmern truly hates. 
This popular and creative shop is certainly 
at the top of many lists!

[6410 8th Ave at 64th Street in Dyker 
Heights, (718) 765–1668, https://www.face-
book.com/No1IceCream].

SUMMER ’14

BY MELISSA KRAVITZ

The Polar Vortex is long gone 

and it’s almost time to crave yet 

another cold swell in the swelter-

ing heat of a New York summer. 

June through September can 

be some of the most uncomfort-

able months, but they can dish 

out some of the year’s tastiest 

delights. Cool off with some of 

Brooklyn’s best ice cream, and 

try to enjoy it all before it melts 

on the sidewalk!

OddFellows
If the name doesn’t say it all, don’t be 

surprised to fi nd foods like chorizo, beets, 
celery, pumpernickel, manchego, or olive 
oil in your fresh scoops of this small-batch 
ice cream. Popular not only for shock value 
but for its absolutely delectability, OddFel-
lows is a Brooklyn favorite (and they re-
cently opened an East Village location!), 
with up to 10 ice cream fl avors and up to 
four sorbets made in-house daily, so you 
never know what crazy delicious creation 
will end up in your cone.

[175 Kent Ave in Williamsburg, (347) 
599–0556, http://www.oddfellowsnyc.
com/].

Carvel
The iconic soft serve swirl is served at 

an old-time scoop shop in Sheepshead Bay, 

where the franchise has been family-run 
for more than 60 years! “There’s vanilla 
syrup running through my veins,” says Pat 
Aceto, who took over operations from his 
father. Known as the Coney Island Carvel, 
this shop is just steps from the beach, and a 
perfect detour after a ride on the Cyclone. 
The brightly colored corner building at the 

corner of Avenues X and Y will welcome 
you with festive cheer and scents of choco-
late syrup.  

[2744 Coney Island Avenue in Sheep-
shead Bay, (718) 934–8173, http://www.co-
neyislandcarvel.com/]. 

Williamsburg Creamery
Right on a busy stretch of Bedford 

packed with strollers and tourists on a 
hot weekend afternoon, this creamery is a 
great stop for a scoop to cool down. It was 
put on the map by its wine-fl avored ice 
cream (Chocolate Cabernet, Red Raspberry 
Chardonnay, 21+), but its rich, sweet, kid-
friendly fl avors are also worth exploring 
— savor the chocolate peanut butter Oreo 
or blueberry cheesecake. Organic frozen 
yogurt and ice cream sandwiches are also 
served. The creamery offers delivery and 
online ordering for those who prefer not to 
leave the air-conditioning.  

[201 Bedford Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(347) 762–1827, https://williamsburgcream-
eryny.com ]

B’klyn Ice Cream Factory
The original location of this handmade 

ice cream shop right by the Brooklyn 
Bridge was so popular that they branched 
off and opened a Greenpoint location in 
2007. Go for the classic fl avors here, like 
chocolate, vanilla, and strawberry, which 
can be enhanced with syrups, or as shakes 
or banana splits.  

[Corners of Old Fulton and Water St 
and  97 Commercial Street at Manhattan 
Ave in Greenpoint, (718) 246–3963 and (718) 
349–2506, http://www.brooklynicecream-
factory.com/]. 

Ample Hills Creamery
This family-owned Prospect Heights 

scoop shop recently came out with a cook-
book for their funky, creative fl avors loaded 
with mix-ins like potato chips, pretzels, cot-
ton candy, and more. New fl avors appear 
daily, based on staff inspiration, fan sug-
gestions, and toppings from local food ven-
dors, like Liddabit Sweets and Brooklyn 
Roasting Company. Floats made with root 
beer or grape soda are also a highlight. The 
shop teems with kids after school or dur-
ing camp hours. There’s a play area in the 
back, so plan accordingly.  

[623 Vanderbilt Ave in Prospect Heights, 
(347) 240–3926, http://www.amplehills.
com/]. 

Here’s the scoop Here’s the scoop 
on borough’s on borough’s 
coolest conescoolest cones

Lauren Kaelin, director of market-

ing at Ample Hills, with cotton candy and snap 

mallow pop ice cream. Snap mallow pop is the 

ice cream parlor’s new fl avor for summer. 

 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Snap!: 
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
The People’s Playground 

is back!
The borough’s famous 

amusement district is the 
rolling out cotton candy 
machines and revving up 
the rides for the summer 
crowds — expected to be the 
biggest ever.

“This year is poised to 
be Coney Island’s best sea-
son in modern history,” 
said Johanna Zaki, director 
of operations for the Alli-
ance for Coney Island busi-
ness group.

Memorial Day week-
end is the traditional start 
of the summer fun sea-
son in Coney Island, but 
its two biggest funzones 
— Deno’s Wonder Wheel 
Park and Luna Park — al-
ready opened on April 13, 
with a ceremony featuring 
Borough President Adams 

christening Coney’s mighty 
Cyclone coaster with an egg 
cream. 

Luna Park’s brand new 
Thunderbolt roller coaster 
— featuring an 11-story ver-
tical drop and a 360-degree 
loop — is slated to open Me-
morial Day or soon after-
wards, becoming the fi rst 
ride to send Coney-goers up-
side-down since the Loop-
the-Loop, which closed 
shortly after World War I. 
The new ride is named after 
a famous wooden coaster 
that stood nearby until the 

city razed it in 2000.
Blocks away, another 

Coney classic has returned. 
Pete’s Clam Stop at the cor-
ner of W. 15th Street and 
Surf Avenue, shuttered 
since superstorm Sandy in 
2012, made its long-awaited 
reappearance. The owners 
— who had to replace the 

fl oors, ceilings, and equip-
ment — are looking forward 
to the summer crowds, 
which now include interna-
tional tourists.

“Before, years ago when 

I was a kid, it was just peo-
ple from the New York area. 
Now you’ve got a variety of 
people from all over,” said 
owner Pete Agripides.

Across the street, Rita’s 

Italian Ices opened its doors 
for the fi rst time in its new 
location, after moving to 
the amusement area from 
Marine Park this year. 

More eateries are on 

the way, too. Frozen yogurt 
hotspot Red Mango and 50s 
retro eatery Johnny Rock-
ets are expected to open on 
Surf Avenue in time for the 
Fourth of July weekend.

Ride On!Ride On!
People’s Playground comes 

out of hibernation

“Years ago when I was a kid, “Years ago when I was a kid, 
it was just people from the it was just people from the 
New York area. Now, you’ve got New York area. Now, you’ve got 
people from all over.”people from all over.”

Top: Going up!: The brand new Thunderbolt roller coaster takes shape in Coney Island. Echo: Luna Park’s new Thunderbolt is named for a 
famous wooden coaster that stood nearby until it was razed by the city in 2000. Photos by Steve Solomonson
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SUMMER ’14

craft fanatics can take fl ight. Two 
groups of model aircraft fanatics offer 
insight and support for neophytes and 
experienced pilots.

Calvert Vaux Park
This Gravesend park is home to 

the Seaview Rotary Wings, a collec-
tive of model helicopter enthusiasts 
from across the city. For insurance 
reasons, you’ll have to join the Ro-
tary Wings and the Academy of Model 
Aeronautics to fl y at the fi eld.

(Park entrance at 26th Avenue & 
Cropsey Avenue in Gravesend, www.
fl ysrw.com).

Marine Park
Model airplanes take fl ight in 

Brooklyn’s largest park, and you can 
bring your miniature war bird and 
spend a sunny afternoon doing loop-
the-loops. The Radio Control Society 
of Marine Park asks that all fl yers 
be members of the Academy of Model 
Aeronautics.

(Gerritsen Avenue between Seba 
and Lois avenues, behind the Seba 
Playground, www.rcsmp.com).

BIKE THE BOROUGH
Follow Brooklyn’s coastal green-

ways on a roughly 30-mile tour of the 
borough’s waterfront and adjacent 
neighborhoods. Most of the path in-
cludes protected bicycle lanes that 

will keep you out of cars’ way and set 
you up for the best views.

Waterfront Greenway
See the East River waterfront from 

two wheels as you cycle from Green-
point to Sunset Park, passing under 
three bridges as you tour the iconic 
Brooklyn Navy yard, a bustling Down-
town, and serene Red Hook — among 
other locales.

(Runs between Manhattan and Bay 
Ridge avenues, www.brooklyngreen-
way.org).

Shore Parkway Greenway
When the Belt and Gowanus park-

ways split, head west to the Shore Park-
way Greenway, which will take you 
south around Bay Ridge, under the Ver-
razano–Narrows Bridge, and into Ben-
sonhurst. When you hit Cropsey Av-
enue, go south for a couple of blocks and 
head east on Neptune Avenue. Keep on 
truckin’ until Neptune turns into Em-

Continued from page 34

FLOATS YOUR BOAT: Boaters can launch kayaks from Marine Park to enjoy a paddle 
around Jamaica Bay and its various inlets. File photo by Steve Solomonson

Continued from page 33

(audience pick). 
McCarren Park (corner of Bedford Avenue and N. 

12th Street in Greenpoint, www.summerscreen.org). 
Films begin at dusk and admission is free.

Rooftop Films
Rooftop Films presents indie movies — both free 

and ticketed (tickets start at $13) — all summer long 
at: Greenpoint High School for Engineering and Au-
tomotive Technology in Williamsburg, Metrotech 
Commons, the Old American Can Factory in Gow-
anus, the beach at Coney Island, Trilok Fusion Cen-
ter for the Arts in Clinton Hill, and Industry City in 
Sunset Park. 

Visit rooftopfi lms.com for fi lms and locations.

Celebrate Brooklyn!
Celebrate Brooklyn!, now in its 36th pulsating 

year, has a fi lm line up to match its musical offer-
ings — July 12: “He Who Gets Slapped;” July 25: 
“Amandla!: A Revolution in Four-Part Harmony;” 
Aug. 8: “THX 1138.” 

Prospect Park Bandshell (95 Prospect Park 
West). Free admission. Visit bricartsmedia.org/
performing-arts/celebrate-brooklyn for updates.

Narrows Botanical Garden
Mother nature emcees Friday-night screenings 

at the Ridge greenspace, with lots of family-friendly 
activities if you come early — June 27: “Overboard;” 
July 11 “Mr. Popper’s Penguins;” July 25: “The Tak-
ing of the Pelham 1, 2, 3” (1974 version); Aug. 8: “The 
Croods;” Sept. 12: “War of the Worlds” (1953 ver-
sion).

Narrows Botanical Garden (enter on Shore 
Road between Bay Ridge Avenue and 72nd Street 
in Bay Ridge). Films start at sundown and admis-
sion is free. Raindates are the next day.

Red Hook Flicks
Nothing trumps a show overlooking Valentino 

Pier — with Lady Liberty in the audience! Red Hook 
Flicks hasn’t announced its 2014 movie schedule 
yet, but keep tuned to www.redhookfl icks.com for 
updates.

Valentino Pier (Ferris Street between Coffey 
and Van Dyke streets in Red Hook). Films begin at 
dusk and admission is free.

DUDE!: View a classic from 1998 when McCarren Park pres-
ents &quot;The Big Lebowski&quot; on Aug. 6. 
 Associated Press / Merrick Morton

Movies

HAUNTINGLY BEAUTIFUL: With its rolling lawns and ornate gravestones, Green-Wood 
Cemetery makes a fresh and unusual date spot. File photo by Tom Callan

mons Avenue and drops you at the foot 
of the Jamaica Bay Greenway.

Jamaica Bay Greenway
The last leg of your coastal tour of 

Brooklyn will take you all the way to 
borough line, and the ride is wonder-
ful. You’ll pass through Marine Park 
and the Gateway National Recreation 
Area and cross over Gerritsen Inlet, 
Mill Basin, and Paerdegat Basin be-
fore hitting the Canarsie Pier. You 
can hop on the L train and head back 
nearly to where you started, or press 
on through East New York to the bor-
ough line at Spring Creek.

www.rpa.org/jamaica-bay-green-
way.

OUTDOOR DATE SPOTS
Show your sweetheart the sights on 

a balmy summer afternoon — there are 
plenty of fun places to woo your boo.

Green-Wood Cemetery
If you and your paramour are not 

the types to get spooked by hanging out 
around old bones, Green-Wood Ceme-
tery could be your perfect date spot. It’s 
as green and lush as Prospect Park and 
not nearly as crowded — with the living 
anyway. And it’s got some of the most 
beautiful headstones in the country. 

Green-Wood Cemetery [500 25th 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Greenwood, 
(718) 768–7300, www.green-wood.
com]. $35.

Brooklyn Bridge Park
In summer, there’s always some 

kind of activity to watch or participate 
in, including summer movies, evening 
concerts, a stacked soccer schedule, and 
more. You can’t go wrong, especially if 
you take your date for some ice cream 
afterwards at the Brooklyn Ice Cream 
Factory. 

Brooklyn Bridge Park [Pier 1 en-
trance at Furman and Old Fulton 
streets. (718) 222–9939. www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org].

Brooklyn Crab
If you want to mix your foodie and 

outdoor sides, there’s few better places 
than Brooklyn Crab. This joint is like a 
mini New England getaway, without all 
the traffi c and tolls. 

Brooklyn Crab [24 Reed St. at Van 
Brunt Street in Red Hook, (718) 643–
2722].

Outdoor adventures
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Rainsite: 
Poppenhusen Institute 114-04 14th Road

A FREE CONCERT 
Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the 

Beatles’ “Invasion” perfromed by “The Sessions”
At a beautiful waterfront setting

Date:        Sunday, June 1st

Time:        5:00 p.m. (Come early for some other fun activities)
Location:   Mac Neil Park (by the 5th Ave. & College Place ent.)
       College Point (easy access by Q25 bus)

Funded in part by the Honorable Borough President Melinda Katz and the New York City Dept. of 
Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council, Councilman Vallone.  Sponsored by the 

New York City Dept. of Parks and Recreation, and Poppenhusen Institute.

Bring a chair or blanket.

For more information, contact us at poppenhusen@juno.com or 718–358–0067

Join us on our amazing city view rooftop for...

Salute the sparkling city skyline during a rooftop yoga series in partnership with 
Yoga Instructor, Dina Ivas. Classes offered fi rst Tuesday of the month from June to 
September 2014 beginning at 7:30 pm. 

Cost of one-hour class is $25; includes skinny cocktails & light bites following the 
session until 9:30 pm. 

Space is limited. Reserve in advance 212.319.7000
Class dates: June 3, July 1, August 5, September 2

Rooftop Sunset Yoga    
There is no better place 

to see the largest fi reworks 

display in the world 

on the East River!

Celebrates 
Macy’s Fireworks 

Spectacular!

Spend Fourth of July with the Z NYC Hotel 

Z Roof hosts the Ultimate Fourth of July Extravaganza! 
Join us for a rooftop picnic at 3pm featuring American fare & two patriotic cocktails. 

Price is $125 per person plus tax and service charge.  
Space is limited. Call to book in advance 212.319.7000

11-01 43RD AVE LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101 / 212.319.7000 / WWW.ZHOTELNY.COM

CUSTOM CAKES & DESSERTS
Catering for Weddings, Birthdays, Graduations, Baby Showers & More

917-434-1756
www.OneLoveCakery.com
info@onelovecakery.com

One   Love
Cakery
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A D V E N T U R E R S 
Family  Entertainment  Center 

Formerly Nellie Bly Amusement Park

BROOKLYN’S COMPLETELY RENOVATED AMUSEMENT PARKBROOKLYN’S COMPLETELY RENOVATED AMUSEMENT PARKBROOKLYN’S COMPLETELY RENOVATED AMUSEMENT PARK   

NOW FUN FOR ALL AGES!NOW FUN FOR ALL AGES!NOW FUN FOR ALL AGES!    
Enjoy Enjoy Enjoy 242424   Exciting Rides, Miniature Golf & Gaming!Exciting Rides, Miniature Golf & Gaming!Exciting Rides, Miniature Golf & Gaming!   NOW FUN FOR ALL AGES!

Enjoy 25 Exciting Rides, Miniature Golf, Games & Food.

BROOKLYN’S COMPLETELY RENOVATED AMUSEMENT PARK

Birthday
Parties 

& Groups
Make your 

reservations now!

FREE
Admission
& Parking

Formerly Nellie Bly Amusement Park

www.adventurerspark.com
718.975.2748

ADVENTURER’S 
AMUSEMENT 
PARK
1824 Shore Parkway
Brooklyn NY 11214
Tel: 718-975-2748
Expiration Date: 6.30.2014

Family Book 
of 10 Tickets

$5 OFF
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GRAVESEND

No thanks goes unthanked, so thanks 
to the Bay Democrats for appreciating the 
anti-crime unit of the 61st Police Precinct. 
The grateful dems presented a plaque to 

Brooklyn’s Finest for keeping our commu-
nity safe and sound. 

Offi cer Edwin Vargas accepted the 
award on the precinct’s behalf from district 
leader Ari Kagan and president Ben Ak-

selrod at the last bi-weekly meeting. 
Standing O pal Ben pointed out that 

members of the unit work in plain clothes 
and are not seen or noticed, yet their “dan-
gerous and signifi cant work keeps the com-
munity safe.” 

“Even if you aren’t noticed, your efforts 
are,” he told the law enforcers.

Standing O gives a high-fi ve to the 
Dems for the thanks, and to the anti-crime 
unit for its unseen and unwavering pro-
tection.

Bay Democrats [2508 Coney Island Ave. 
at Avenue V in Gravesend, (646) 797–6552].

SUNSET PARK 

What is old is new again
Like a good neighbor, Sunset Park 

Restoration is bringing back the “Thank 
You Good Neighbor” initiative that it cre-
ated 24 years ago. 

What better way to express gratitude 
and appreciation than a merit certifi-
cate? We all like to be appreciated, said 
boardmember Tony Giordano. 

“We all like a pat on the back once in 
awhile,” he said. “Recognizing the good 
deed with a certificate, reinforces that 
positive behavior.” Hey, isn’t that what 
Standing O is for?

To kick-off the event, the group pre-
sented a certificate to Assemblyman Fe-
lix Ortiz (D–Red Hook) for all the hard 
work he does for his constituency. 

Standing O appreciates Sunset Park 
Restoration — it’s a good neighbor, 
too!

Sunset Park 5th Avenue Business Im-
provement District [5116 Fifth Ave. at 51st 

Street in Sunset Park, (718) 439–776].

CONEY ISLAND

Ice-cool arrival
Standing O hears that Rita’s Italian 

Ice is opening in Coney Island. The best 
part is that the fi rst 50 guests win free ices 
for a year. Can you believe it, complimen-
tary, rich, creamy, cooling, delicious Rita’s 
ices for 365 days?

You have to be there first thing on 
May 23 at 9:30 am for the ribbon cutting, 
donate a school supply for the nonprofit 
group Coney Island Greeters Program, 
and stay in line until the doors open at 10 
am. Oh, and you have to be older than 13 
years old, and only one entry per house-
hold, please. 

Standing O can’t wait to have a large 
lemon chocolate on a hot Coney day. 

Rita’s Italian Ices [1327 Surf Ave. at 
W. 15th Street in Coney Island, (718) 266–
7482].

DOWNTOWN

Florence Nightingale
President and CEO of HeartShare Bill 

Guarinello traded in his brief case and 
three-piece suit for a white coat and a stetho-

scope to be an angel of mercy for “Nurse for 
a Day” at Maimonides Medical Center. 

Standing O pal Bill made the rounds 
and learned just how hard it is to care for 
patients. 

“I enjoyed having a fi rst-hand look at 
how patients are cared for,” he said. “Day 
in and day out, hardworking individuals in 
the fi eld, like nurses at Maimonides, keep 
New Yorkers healthy.”

Bill is no stranger to hard work. In ad-
dition to more than 40 years of service to 
HeartShare, he is active as a community 
leader, serving as chairman of Community 
Board 11 and president of the Fort Hamil-
ton Citizens Action Committee.

HeartShare Human Services of New 
York [12 MetroTech Center, 29th fl oor at 
Jay Street and Myrtle Avenue in Down-
town, (718) 422–4200].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BRIGHTON BEACH

Standing O pal Pat Singer, founder 
and executive director of the Brigh-

ton Neighborhood Association, let 
us know that the grassroots group that 
does more for Brighton Beach than ad-
dressing the Boardwalk and the beach 
just celebrated 37 years of successful 
service to the community. 

Pat and her staff have long helped 
area residents with quality-of-life issues, 
including housing, senior care, youth 
services, and immigrant outreach. 

Helping Pat blow out the candles 
were local residents Samia Butt, a pub-

lic health administrator from Coney 
Island Hospital, and Sarah Plishtiev 
from COJO. Both patted Pat and BNA 
staff on the back for a job well done. 
Staff members Kristina Yiannaki, 

Janet Veksler, and Concepcion Ron-

cal took time away from solving com-
munity problems to have their piece of 
cake and eat it too!

Standing O offers congrats to Pat and 
her staff, and wishes BNA another 37 
years — and more — of great service.  

Brighton Neighborhood Association 
[1002 Brighton Beach Ave. at Coney Is-
land Avenue in Brighton Beach, (718) 
891–0800].

GERRITSEN BEACH

What a gift
Thanks and blessings to state Sen. 

Marty Golden (R–Bay Ridge) and 
Twin America, LLC, who teamed 
up to present the Gerritsen Beach 

Volunteer Fire Department  with a 
whopping $5,000 donation. 

The vollie smoke-eaters have been 
protecting the neighborhood and 
surrounding communities in times 
of emergency, including Hurricane 
Sandy, for 91 years. 

No slouch in the assistance cat-
egory, Twin America has led the 
way in recovery efforts since the last 
waves receded by providing shuttle 
buses to volunteers who came from 
all over the city to help.

Head of Global Integrated Market-
ing and Media David Chien said it 
best.

“We and Twin America custom-
ers want the Gerritsen Beach com-
munity to know we are here to help, 
we too are part of this fantastic New 
York City fabric,” he stated.

Standing O pal Golden added to 
the sentiment.

“I am proud to represent Gerritsen 
Beach, and the volunteer ambulance 
and fi re department,” he said.

Volunteer fi remen Frank Aluto, 

Dan Cavanagh, and Dave Os-

trowski, along with Chief Doreen 

Garson and Fire Dept. Captain 
Mike Castro, accepted the award on 
behalf of their team.

“We are grateful to Twin America 
for their donation, which will allow 
us to continue to achieve our mis-
sion,” said Chief Garson.

Gerritsen Beach Volunteer Fire De-
partment [52 Seba Ave. and Dare Court 
in Gerritsen Beach, (718) 332–9292].

Gather 37 candles for this civic group

Bay Dems say, ‘Thanks’ to Finest

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: Founder and Standing O Pal Pat Singer, center, celebrates the 37th anniver-
sary of the Brighton Neighborhood Association with staff and community members.
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How can 155, 886 
households in 

Brooklyn help your 
business?

CNG’s newspapers, Courier-Life, The Brooklyn Paper and Caribbean 
Life, have been an important part of the Brooklyn advertising land-
scape for decades. Our weekly newspapers let you target a specific 
neighborhood or reach all parts of the borough with your advertising 
message. And with the borough’s largest household coverage, that’s a 
lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn with CNG’s Queens, Bronx 
and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising professional who can help 
you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510
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LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE SU- 
PREME COURT, KINGS  
COUNTY. ASTORIA FED- 
ERAL SAVINGS AND  
LOAN ASSOCIATION vs.  
CHAIM BERMAN, et al.,  
defts. Index No.  
17682/10. Pursuant to a  
Judgment of Foreclosure  
and Sale entered April 1,  
2014, I will sell at public  
auction to the highest  
bidder in Room 224 of  
Kings County Supreme  
Court House, 360 Adams  
St., Brooklyn, NY on May  
29,2014 at 2:30 in the  
afternoon, the premises  
described as follows: BE- 
GINNING at a point on the  
easterly side of East 12th  
Street distant 100 feet  
southerly from the corner  
formed by the intersec- 
tion of the easterly side  
of East 12th Street with  
the southerly side of Ave- 
nue N, being a plot 100  
ft x 20 ft. Said premises  
being more accurately  
described in the Judg- 
ment of Foreclosure and  
Sale. Approx. Judgment  
amt.: $732,802.28 plus  
interest. Subject to terms  
and conditions of filed  
Judgment. Premises k/a  
1413 East 12th Street,  
Brooklyn, NY. Dated April  
15, 2014. JAY DENNIS  
COHEN, Referee. THOM- 
AS & GRAHAM, LLP,  
Plaintiff’s attorneys. -  
#84063

LEGAL NOTICE

550 55TH STREET RE- 
ALTY LLC, a domestic  
LLC, filed with the SSNY  
on 4/16/14. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
is designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to The LLC, 124  
Swinnerton St., Staten Is- 
land, NY 10307. General  
Purpose.

Notice of Formation of  
GRANT 167 REALTY LLC  
Arts. of Org. filed with  
Secy. of State of NY  
(SSNY) on 10/16/03. Of- 
fice location: Kings  
County.  SSNY designat- 
ed as agent of LLC upon  
whom process against it  
may be served. SSNY  
shall mail process to c/o  
USI Management Corp.,  
421 Ave. P, Brooklyn, NY  
11223. Purpose: Any  
lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of  
LIFE ANIMATED DOCU- 
MENTARY PRODUC- 
TIONS, LLC Arts. of Org.  
filed with Secy. of State  
of NY (SSNY) on  
05/01/14. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County.   
Princ. office of LLC: 68  
Jay St., Ste. 319, Brook- 
lyn, NY 11201. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process  
to the LLC at the addr. of  
its princ. office. Purpose:  
Any lawful activity.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of Formation of  
Franklin Apartments LLC.  
Arts. of Org. filed with  
Secy. of State of NY  
(SSNY) on 04/10/14.  Of- 
fice location: Kings  
County.  SSNY designat- 
ed as agent of LLC upon  
whom process against it  
may be served.  SSNY  
shall mail process to: c/o  
Neptune Associates LLC,  
2681 East 14th St.,  
Brooklyn, NY 11235.   
Purpose: any lawful ac- 
tivities.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
OF LIMITED LIABILITY  
COMPANY. NAME: CAPRI  
STREET PARTNERS LLC.  
Articles of Organization 

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: HALF  
NELSON BK, LLC. Arti- 
cles of Organization filed  
with Secretary of State of  
New York (SSNY) on  
04/07/2014. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: Joseph Swei- 
gart, 180 West Houston  
St., Apt 10E, New York,  
NY 10014. Purpose: any  
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: ANDY- 
MAR MINI MARKET LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 06/06/2011. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: The  
LLC, 338 Euclid Ave.,  
1Fl, Brooklyn NY 11208.  
Purpose: any lawful pur- 
pose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

were filed with the Secre- 
tary of State of New York  
(SSNY) on 03/31/14. Of- 
fice location: Kings  
County. SSNY has been  
designated as agent of  
the LLC upon whom pro- 
cess against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail a  
copy of process to the  
LLC, 2564 Bedford Ave- 
nue, Brooklyn, New York  
11226. Purpose: For any  
lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice of formation of M  
& N ENTERPRISES LLC  
Arts. of Org. filed with the  
Sect’y of State of NY  
(SSNY) on 8/17/1999. 

Notice of Qual. of 144  
Willow Street LLC, Auth.  
filed Sec’y of State  
(SSNY) 3/20/14. Office  
loc.: Kings County. LLC  
org. in DE 3/14/14. SSNY  
desig. as agent of LLC  
upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
proc. to Kushner Co.,  
666 Fifth Ave., 15th Fl.,  
NY, NY 10103. DE off.  
addr.: 160 Greentree Dr.,  
Ste. 101, Dover, DE  
19904. Cert. of Form. on  
file: SSDE, Townsend  
Bldg., Dover, DE 19901.  
Purp.: any lawful ac- 
tivities.                                                                                                          

PIE OF TRUTH, LLC, a  
domestic LLC, filed with  
the SSNY on 3/27/14.  
Office location: Kings  
County. SSNY is desig- 
nated as agent upon  
whom process against  
the LLC may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process  
to The LLC, 1953 E. 29th  
St., Brooklyn, NY 11229.  
General Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Office location, County of  
Kings.  SSNY has been  
designated as agent of  
the LLC upon whom pro- 
cess against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to: 140 Beach  
139th Street, Belle Har- 
bor, New York 11694.  
Purpose: any lawful act.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

UBB PROJECT L.L.C., a  
domestic LLC, filed with  
the SSNY on 10/16/13.  
Office location: Kings  
County. SSNY is desig- 
nated as agent upon  
whom process against  
the LLC may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process  
to Yelena Sklyut, 1213  
Ave. Z, Apt. 26F, Brook- 
lyn, NY 11235. General  
Purpose.
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KNOCK ‘EM DEAD
‘Our Town’ to be staged at Green-Wood Cemetery

By Max Jaeger

They’re breathing life into the house of 
the dead.

Green-Wood Cemetery will be the 
setting for a three-week run of the classic 
play “Our Town” this June. The story is set in 
a fictional, turn-of-the-century New England 
town, but the production’s director said moonlit 
productions at the centuries-old burial ground 
will transport viewers to the time — if not 
the place — playwright Thornton Wilder first 
envisioned.

“What’s great about Green-Wood is its rich 
history — it’s totally an old-time, histori-

cal American landmark,” said director James 
Presson, who grew up in Flatbush and whose 
father is supervisor of the cemetery grounds.

Presson is staging the production in a small 
section of the massive graveyard known for its 
sprawling hills and ancient tombstones, and he 
said setting the stage amidst the larger grave-
yard is certainly in the spirit of the tale.

“The play is about the largeness and small-
ness of life — those two things in tandem — 
and in this space we have an opportunity to be 
both,” he said.

The play may be centered around themes of 
love and death, and set in a corpse repository, 

but “Our Town” is no bummer, Presson said.
“It’s actually quite lovely and light and poi-

gnant for most of it,” he said. “The lushness of 
the place counteracts the intensity.”

Green-Wood hills and headstones actually 
make a brief cameo in the text when one char-
acter makes an off-hand remark about a burial 
ground in Brooklyn, according to Presson.

This is not the graveyard’s first stint as a 
stage, either. Green-Wood first became a the-
ater in 2011, when a production of the “Spoon 
River Project” was staged there. Since then, the 
memorial park’s minders have been looking for 
chances to reprise its role as a playhouse, said 

manager Chelsea Dowell.
“We got the theater bug,” she said.
The production features original music and 

choral arrangements by acclaimed classical 
composer Brendan Fox. There will be an after-
party following Friday and Saturday night 
performances, and the truly adventurous can 
take tours of Green-Wood’s catacombs ahead 
of midnight shows on Saturdays.

“Our Town” at Green-Wood Cemetery [25th 
Street and 5th Avenue in Greenwood Heights, 
(718) 210–3080, www.green-wood.com/event]. 
June 11–28 — show times and dates vary. 
$30–$40.

Dying to get in: Amanda 
Brooklyn and Cory Asinofsky 
will be featured in an adapta-
tion of Thornton Wilder’s “Our 
Town,” which be staged in 
Green-Wood Cemetery.
  Photo by Hunter Canning
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By Matthew Perlman

Long live the knish.
The potato pastry 

has been a staple of on-
the-go food in Brooklyn since 
the early 1900s, but its lus-
ter started to fade toward the 
millennium’s end. Fortunately 
for folks like the knish his-
torian who is going to give a 
talk about the Jewish treat at 
the Central Library on May 
28, recent years have seen the 
knish finding a new niche.

“The knish renaissance 
has begun,” said Laura Silver, 
who recently penned a book 
called “Knish: In Search of the 
Jewish Soul Food.”

Silver’s book opens with the 
story of Mrs. Stahl’s, a bakery 
that served Brighton Beach for 
seven decades. Silver’s father 
and grandmother used to eat 
the knishes there and Silver 
eventually took up the job of 
delivering the snacks to her 
grandmother after she moved 
to a nursing home.

Mrs. Stahl’s closed down 
in 2006, and Silver was so 
distraught she had to find out 
what happened.

“It was like a ruptured 
link,” Silver said. “My whole 
pilgrimage site was gone.”

Silver tracked down the old 
owner and discovered the Mrs. 
Stahl’s recipe had been taken 
up by a pasta factory in New 
Jersey, an odyssey she  immor-

talized in the pages of the 
Brooklyn Paper . But the cre-
ations coming from the armpit 
of America could not compare 
to Mrs. Stahl’s, she said.

“The construction was 
similar,” she said. “They were 
perhaps recognizable, but not 
the same thing.”

The same year Mrs. Stahl’s 

closed, Brooklyn lost another 
of its knisheries when Gabila’s 
left Williamsburg for Long 
Island.

“That’s two knish exiles in 
a short period of time,” Silver 
said.

She believes the borough 
lost the folks who used to chow 
down on the mustard-covered 

Polish delight and that others 
were ashamed of their love 
for it.

“A lot of the people who 
loved the knish had left,” she 
said. “And people’s upward 
mobility made them want noth-
ing to do with their roots.”

Since then, however, Silver 
has been seeing a resurgence, 
which she thinks is partly driv-
en by people re-connecting 
with their past.

“Now there’s a nostalgia for 
the knish,” she said.

Silver points to long-
standing knish-makers like 
Gauttlieb’s in Williamsburg 
as proof that people still care 
about the snack she calls 
“Jewish soul food.” And inno-
vations like the former own-
ers of Adelman’s Deli opening 
a food truck called Katz & 
Dogz, show that the oldsters 
are capable of adapting. In 
a way, she said, the pastry 
mimics our borough’s ebb and 
flow.

“Knish history is Brooklyn 
history,” Silver said.

Laura Silver, author of 
“Knish: In Search of the Jewish 
Soul Food” at the Central 
Library’s Brooklyn Collection 
[10 Grand Army Plaza between 
Eastern Parkway and Flatbush 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 230–2100, www.brook-
lynpubliclibrary.org]. May 28 
at 7 pm. Free.

KNISH-STORY CHANNEL
Author gives talk on history of a tasty potato pastry

Very knish: Laura Silver love knishes so much she dressed as one for 
Halloween in 2010. Now she’s penned a book about her favorite potato pastry.
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Zimmer-men and women to play whole 

Bob Dylan album for his birthday
By Danielle Furfaro

A group of musicians will bring it all 
back home and revisit “Highway 61 
Revisited” as they celebrate Bob 

Dylan’s 73rd birthday with a tribute show in 
Prospect Heights on May 30. 

A veritable Traveling Wilburys  of 
Brooklyn rockers called the the Zimmymen 
and the Wimmymen, after Dylan’s birth 
name Robert Zimmerman, will perform 
at the “Doctor Who”-themed bar the Way 
Station for the occasion. As if there were 
not enough pop culture references already at 
work in this scenario, an organizer invoked 
Ernest Hemingway when describing how 
awesome of a performance it will be.

“I would call it a moveable feast of 
Dylan-tologists,” said Richard Bryant, 
who is heading up the Zimmymen and the 
Wimmymen.

The bash will include the group playing 
its version of all of the songs on the 1965 

album “Bringing It All Back Home.” The 
players will fill out the show with songs 
pulled from the rest of Dylan’s 52-year 
recording career. 

A revolving group of diehard Dylan fans 
has hosted this marathon birthday tribute 

for several years. In the past the strummers 
have performed the albums “John Wesley 
Harding,” “Highway 61 Revisited,” “Blood 
on the Tracks,” and “Nashville Skyline,” all 
in their entireties. Why?

“He is the bard. He is the guy. He is 
the greatest writer of songs of the past 50 
years,” said Bryant. “He has written so 
much important music that it is always 
great fun to say, ‘Let’s play wall-to-wall 
Bob Dylan.’ ”

The Way Station has been building up 
serious tribute-band cred as of late. The 
watering hole hosted a Lou Reed birthday 
tribute show in March and has a Byrds trib-
ute show on the calendar for August. 

“A Bob Dylan Birthday Tribute” at the 
Way Station [683 Washington Ave. between 
Prospect Place and Saint Marks Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (347) 627–4949, www.
waystationbk.blogspot.com]. May 30 at 8 
pm. $5 suggested donation.

Zimmer-win!: These Brooklyn musicians, who 
all consider themselves Dylanologists, will play 
“Bringing It All Back Home” in its entirety for Bob 
Dylan’s birthday bash at the Way Station. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

By Danielle Furfaro

An occult bookstore in Bushwick is hosting a 24-hour 
variety show and streaming it online to fund the 
installation of a garden.

The Flushing Avenue store Catland has already raised 
$2,700 of the $15,000 it says it needs to spruce up the 
backyard and gussy up the store through an online fund-
raiser. Co-owner Philip English hopes the store can conjure 
the rest of the money in one fell swoop with the Public 
Broadcasting Service-style pledge drive.

“It is our beg-athon,” said English. “We want as many 
people as possible hanging out here and we will be passing 
the hat. We hope people can donate money and acts of kind-
ness in helping us beg for money.”

The lineup is not yet finalized, but the acts already 
on board include a magician and comedian who goes by 
Kat Toledo, Duchess Wendi of the electronic goth band 
Thorazine Unicorn, who will perform a kabuki dance, and 
Russ Marshalek, who makes eerie soundtrack music under 
the name A Place Both Wonderful and Strange. Marshalek 
says he is more than happy to lend his esoteric talents to 
the shop that is the borough’s go-to spot for practitioners 
of the dark arts.

“Catland has been an integral part of the occult com-
munity since the day they opened,” he said. “I hope that, 
by me showing up and being weird for half an hour, I can 
encourage people to donate.”

Catland will stream the performance marathon on 
YouTube so that fans of the store who cannot show up in 
person can tune in at home and be spellbound.

The cash that materializes will go towards the construc-
tion of an outdoor garden and performance space, removal 
of the plumbing supply store sign that still hangs over the 
entrance, and renovation and soundproofing of the indoor 
performance space, English said. English plans to send 
any money made beyond the goal to Best Friends Animal 
Society, an animal sanctuary.

“Cat-athon” at Catland [987 Flushing Ave. between Bogart 
Street and Evergreen Avenue in Bushwick, (718) 418–9393, 
www.allevents.inbrooklyn/cat-a-thon/1450674921845340, 
online at www.youtube.com/watch?v=GPFJaHyHIlE]. May 
24–25, noon–noon. Donations encouraged.

BushWiccans seek 

to conjure cash with 

green-thumb spell

The joke is on us: Kat Toledo will be one of several performers during 
Catland’s 24-hour-long Cat-A-Thon fund-raiser.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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Telecharge.com 212-239-6200 iLuminate.com 
       New World Stages, 340 W 50th St.        

NOW LIVE in the heart of BROADWAY!OADWAY!

“Move over  
Blue Man Group & Stomp,  

iLUMINATE is in the house!” 
Times Square Chronic les

SatchmoNYC.com
Westside Theatre, 407 W. 43rd St. · Telecharge.com · 212-239-6200

“ASTONISHING!”

–Newsday

“RIVETING!”

–The New Yorker

“ TERRIFIC!
”

–Daily N
ews

“ BREATHTAKING!”

–Theatermania

“ SUPERB!”

–New York Post

“ BRILLI
ANT!”

    

–New York Post

“A POWE RHOUSE ! ”

–Tim
e Out N

ew York

JOHN DOUGLAS THOMPSON is

“DAZ Z LI NG!”

–The New York Times

AMERICA WAS CHANGING. LOUIS ARMSTRONG PLAYED ON.
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By Jules Bentley

Whatcha gonna 
do when She-
Hulkamania runs 

wild on you?
On May 24, a wrestling 

venue in Sunset Park will host 
Valkyrie, New York’s first all-
female professional wrestling 
event. There have been many 
great lady pro wrestlers, but 
most women’s wrestling in 
the television era has been at 
best a sideshow and at worst 
an exploitative skin-show in 
which bikini models awk-
wardly pull each other’s hair. 
That is not what this grapple-
fest is about, a promoter said.

“We are looking to show-
case some of the best female 
wrestlers out there right now 
in a serious, sports-driven 
atmosphere,” said Valkyrie’s 
vice president Phil Stamper. 
“This is the first of its kind 
in New York City and we aim 
not to break the mold but to 
shatter the foundation.”

Female pro wrestling 
was banned in New York 
state for decades, meaning 
the first women’s pro wres-
tling match did not happen 
here until 1972. It is hard 
to believe there hasn’t ever 
been an all-female pro wres-
tling show anywhere in the 
five boroughs, but even the 
most obsessive examination 
of what historical record 
exists suggests Valkyrie’s 
Saturday show will indeed 
be precedent-setting. The 
lineup includes some of the 
independent circuit’s hottest 
established female bruisers 
as well as up-and-comers 
from around the United 

States, Puerto Rico, Canada, 
Colombia, and Japan.

Likely to be the night’s big-
gest match is a “special chal-
lenge” in which former National 

Wrestling Alliance World 
Women’s Champ Kacee Carlisle 
will take on the savage and sadis-
tic Mickie Knuckles. Knuckles, 
reached by phone, sounded not 

just confident but crazed.
“I’ve put myself through 

hell and back,” she told this 
reporter. “I’ve wrestled men — 
men like [horrendous maniac] 

Necro Butcher and 2 Cold 
Scorpio.”

How might her notorious 
toughness match up against 
Carlisle’s championship 
experience?

“I’ve broken my femur 
and wrestled with it still 
broken,” Knuckles snarled. 
“I’ve got crazy on my side.”

A check-in with her oppo-
nent bore out this claim.

“Mickie Knuckles is 
known as one of the toughest 
women in professional wres-
tling for a reason,” Carlisle 
said. “I always welcome the 
opportunity to have my lim-
its and skills tested in the 
ring, and I’m sure this match 
against Mickie will do just 
that … [but] I’m confident 
I will find a way to leave 
the match, Brooklyn, and 
Valkyrie victorious.”

Both bruisers are excited 
to be part of this history-
making event and will be 
bringing their A games, they 
say. If you haven’t recently 
experienced the fun, raucous 
atmosphere of independent 
pro wrestling, this all-ages, 
family-friendly event is a 
perfect opportunity.

“Valkyrie Women’s 
Professional Wrestling” at 
Ludus Wrestling Center (133 
29th St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Sunset 
Park, www.valkyriewomens.
com). May 24, 7 pm. $20, 
$15 for kids, less expensive 
in advance.

WRESTLE MANIA
Women’s grappling comes to Sunset Park

— and New York — for the first time

Watch out: Jessie “Bonesaw” Brooks, the self-proclaimed “baddest woman on 
the planet.” Valkyrie Women’s Professional Wrestling

Stretch out! 
Yoga comes to M’Park

Do battle with stress: Cathy Dews demonstrates the Warrior Pose, a 
stress-relieving yoga move that does not require a lot of flexibility.
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

By Max Jaeger

If you think yoga classes are beyond your reach, this is the 
class for you.

Marine Park residents of all ages and experience levels 
can take a break from the everyday bustle to stretch out and 
relax at free beginners yoga classes in Marine Park on May 22 
and June 5. Many know the practice as a form of exercise, but 
the instructor said it is more about shedding stress.

“Of course there are many physical benefits, but the main 
benefit is to release the mind,”  said Cathy Dews, who has been 
teaching yoga since 2008.

State Sen. Martin Golden (R–Bay Ridge) funded the two 
classes to help his constituency unwind.

“It is important that in the midst of our busy lives that we 
never neglect our personal health,” Golden said.

The class will take place under the flagpole in Marine Park. 
Dews will gear the sessions toward beginners but will reach 
for a few intermediate poses to make things interesting for the 
more experienced, she said.

Performing the contortions perfectly isn’t as important as 
proper breathing and relaxation and the instructor will walk 
attendees through simple poses and stretches, she said.

“Its an important part of the class — especially the way we 
live now,” she said. “We’re always doing. Life is very hectic.”

Dews will also guide the group through a meditation called 
“Yoga Nidra.” In the exercise, the practitioner tries to attain 
a state of waking sleep that Dews said is better than catching 
Zs.

“Its more relaxing than sleep — in sleep, the muscles con-
tract,” she said.

The sessions are free but participants are expected to bring 
their own mats or towels.

“Beginners Yoga Class” in Marine Park [3000 Fillmore 
Ave. near Marine Parkway, (718) 238–6044]. May 22 and June 
5 at 7 pm. Free.

By Will Bredderman
It’s Memorial Day Weekend — and 

Bay Ridge Nights knows how to make it 
one to remember!

Friday night, you can catch the London 
Fogg re-enacting the British Invasion at 
9 pm at the Greenhouse [7717 Third 
Ave. between 77th and 78th streets]. Or 
you can pop on over to the Schnitzel 
Haus [7319 Fifth Ave. between 73rd and 
74th streets] at 10 pm to ride the High 

Tides and their classic rock 
covers.

Get that Saturday night 
fever going by catching 
dance-party band Maybe 
Monday at No Quarter 
[8015 Fifth Ave. between 
80th and 81st streets] at 
10 pm. If that doesn’t get 
you into the groove, head 
on up to the Monk [9510 

Third Ave. between 95th and 96th 
streets] at 11 pm, where DJ Tree 
will be spinning the hottest club 
hits. 

You can rest up Sunday, but 
show your true colors — red, 
white, and blue — on Monday by 
lining up along Third Avenue to 
see the Kings County Memorial 
Day Parade, America’s longest-
running tribute to fallen soldiers. 

It’s Memorial play weekend in Bay Ridge
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Celebrate All Of Life’s Greatest Occasions
 Wedding’s    Birthday’s 

 Just Because    Communion    Congratulations

Peace & Dove 
Bouquet

COUPON OCCS0014

Save $5.00 Off 
Any 

Dipped Fruit Box 
or Arrangement

Expires 06/30/2014

993 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11226

(718) 484-3800
1446 86th St., Brooklyn, NY 11228

(718) 837-3784
1736 Sheepshead Bay Rd., Brooklyn, NY 11235 

(718) 535-7909
224 Livingston St., Brooklyn, NY 11201

(718) 522-6300
5114 Ave. N, Brooklyn, NY 11234

(347) 587-7500

COUPON GRAD0014

Save $5.00 Off 
Any 

Dipped Fruit Box 
or Arrangement

Expires 06/30/2014

Graduation Celebration 
Dipped Bananas 2014

Give A Fresher Graduation Gift This Year
And Personalize any fruit bouquet with our 2014 pineapple 

Edible Numbers!

Grad
Arrangement
Grad

Arrangement DoveArrangement
DoveArrangement
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I’ve said it before, and 
it’s worth repeating: No-
body treats you like New 
Corner Restaurant treats 
you. 

Dining at New Corner 
is like a Sunday afternoon 
dinner with family. The 
atmosphere is warm and 
friendly — brothers Steve 
and Vinny Colandrea 
greet patrons, creating a 
welcoming environment. 
Portions are as they would 
be at any gracious Italian 
home: very generous. 

And yet somehow, the 
Colandrea family has fig-
ured out a way to provide 
us with even more food and 
value for our money. Now 
there’s “Feel Good Thurs-
days” and “Fish Fridays.” 
Word of advice: Wear loose-
fitting pants.

Dine on Thursday 
evenings, and feast on a 
seven-course meal while 
enjoying live music. Start 
with a cold antipasto com-
prised of salami, mozza-
rella, provolone, roasted 
peppers, olives, and let-
tuce. Move on to a creamy 
Caesar’s salad or the soup 
of the day. Then, enjoy one 
of New Corner’s irresist-
ible homemade manicotti, 
followed by a plate of ten-
der baked clams. At this 
point, a demitasse cup of 
lemon ice will be brought 
to you so the pallet can be 
cleansed. 

You choose your sixth 
course: chicken parmi-
giana with potato cro-
quettes; homemade ravi-
oli with meatballs; veal 
pizzaiola with gnocchi; 
chicken scaloppini with 
marsala mushrooms and 
potato croquettes; chicken 
scarpariello with sautéed 
spinach; grilled salmon 
over tri-color salad; or egg-
plant parmigiana with po-
tato croquettes. Any one 
of these is fabulous, and a 
glass of wine comes with 
the meal. 

Course number seven 
is dessert, but why pick 
one? New Corner gives you 
two — a slice of homemade 
cheesecake and a cannoli, 
along with coffee, tea, or 
espresso. This magnificent 
meal is $28. 

Entertainment is in-

cluded. It varies weekly. 
Some nights there’s Leo 
Leydeker, who roams from 
table to table, taking re-
quests, serenading guests 
on the accordion. 

“I have memorized 
5,000 songs,” he tells pa-
trons. “What’s your favor-
ite one?” 

Another night, Carl 
Thomas may be there, 
singing Frank Sinatra 
and Dean Martin selec-
tions. Or, Barbara Lauren 
will be belting out songs of 
yesteryear. It’s difficult to 
imagine going anywhere 
on a Thursday night that 
offers a better value for the 
dollar — or that would be 
more fun. 

Fishin’ for a Friday 
night out? New Corner pro-
vides a wealth of treasures 
from the sea for $26.95. 

You choose the appetizer: 
stuffed mushrooms; pasta 
fagioli; minestrone soup; 
baked mussels; or pay an 
additional $2 for shrimp 
cocktail or baked clams. 
You’ll get a house salad. 
Then, select an entrée: 
salmon with vodka sauce; 
shrimp parmigiana; scrod 
oreganata; calamari casse-
role; fried calamari; zuppa 
di mussels; zuppa di clams; 
eggplant parmigiana; or 
for another $3, lobster fra 
diavolo.  

It’s served with lin-
guine or spaghetti or po-
tato croquettes, plus the 
vegetable of the day.

Dessert and coffee 
are included, too: Italian 
cheese cake, tortoni, or a 
chocolate mousse cup. 

There are Happy Hours 
Specials, Mondays through 

Saturdays at the bar, from 
noon to 3 pm. House wine 
is $3.50; beer $3; and well 
drinks are $6. Appetiz-
ers like mozzarella sticks, 
baked mussels, stuffed 
mushroom, Bruschetta, 
fried ravioli, fried zuc-
chini, Caesar salad, potato 
croquettes, and fried broc-
coli are $6.

New Corner started as 
a one-room pizzeria, more 
than 75 years ago. Many of 
the recipes are traditional 
family favorites, created 
by the Colandrea grand-
parents when they first 
opened the restaurant and 
would toil in the kitchen. 
Since those humble begin-
nings, three generations of 
the Colandrea family have 
worked hard to continue 
these traditions, expand-
ing, and establishing New 

Corner as a premier Ital-
ian restaurant in the bor-
ough. 

There’s no messing with 
family favorites here; no 
fusions or “new” flavors. 
It’s classic southern Ital-
ian food, and it’s always 
consistently good.    

New Corner’s hot appe-
tizers are legendary. Egg-
plant rollatine is rich and 
creamy. Fried calamari is 
tender and crisp. The moz-
zarella carrozza is chewy 
and cheesy, surrounded 
by a crisp crust. Fried zuc-
chini is sliced in long, thin 
sticks, and cooked to per-
fection. 

Pasta dishes abound, 
many covered with classic 
red tomato sauce.   

And when they serve 
the espresso, they put a 
bottle of Anisette on the ta-

ble. It doesn’t get any more 
classic Italian than that.

New Corner has joined 
the modern communica-
tion movement: Friend it 
on Facebook. At last count, 
there were more than 1,800 
fans. There’s free WiFi at 
the restaurant, too, and 
you can play Lotto.

New Corner has catered 
countless engagements, 
bridal showers, christen-
ings, confirmations, and 
retirement parties. Bring 
the entire family here.

New Corner [7201 Eighth 
Ave. between 72nd and 
73rd streets in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 833–0800, www.New-
CornerRestaurant.com]. 
Open Mondays through 
Thursdays, noon–10 pm; 
Fridays and Saturdays, 
noon–11 pm; and Sundays, 
noon–9:30 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

You’ll feel like family at New Corner Restaurant
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Authentic Spanish & Mexican Cuisine

114 Bay Ridge Ave. (Off Colonial Rd.)

presents

Midweek Dinner for Two - $4000

Fiesta Fridays 4-7pm
$450 Drink Specials

1/2 Off Mexican Menu at the Bar indoors or Garden Bar

Be a part of the 
Greatest Show 

on Earth 

FIFA 
World Cup 

Soccer 
Begins June 12th

GOOAALL!!!

Have you ever tried an Organic Margarita?

718 -475 - 6738
7717 3rd Ave., Bay Ridge  GreenhouseCafe.com 

Entertainment
Mon. Karaoke w/ Little Neil

Wed. Karaoke w/ DJ Dave

Thur. Originals w/ Max & Richie

Fri. 05/23 London Fogg 9:30pm

Sat. 05/24 Blues Circus  10pm

Sun. 05/25 Tony Travis & Friends 
- 7pm

Mon. 05/26 Come Sing Karaoke

Fri. 05/30 6,000 Days 9:30pm

Sat. 05/31 On A Good Run 10pm

Sun. 06/01 Tommy Anderson & 
Mary Ellen - 7pm

Our Restaurant 
For Your Special Occasions 

And Banquet Affairs
BRIDAL & BABY SHOWER

COMMUNION & CONFIRMATION  BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY
BOUTIQUE WEDDINGS & BUSINESS FUNCTIONS

END OF TERM  GRADUATIONS
RETIREMENTS

www.GreenhouseCafe.com 718-475-6738 

expires 6/30/14
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St. at Harrison Place in Bush-
wick, (718) 852–4396], www.
studio10bogart.com. 

ART, “GRACEFUL TRANSI-
TIONS”: Photographs by An-
ders Bernard Jones. Free. 1–6 
pm. 5Myles [558 St. Johns Pl. 
between Classon and Franklin 
avenues in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 783–4438], www.fi vem-
yles.org. 

MUSIC, “THE MUSIC OF JE-
ROME KITZKE”: “Music At 
First” series presents varied 
Kitzke works performed by 
local singers and musicians. 
$10. 7:30 pm. First Presby-
terian Church [124 Henry St. 
at Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 624–3883], mu-
sicatfi rstsite.com. 

THEATER, “THE SEEDS OF 
ABRAHAM: Part Two of 
the Prophet’s Cycle”: Fam-
ily drama for teens and up, 
written by Angelica Chéri. 
$15–$25 (children and seniors 
$12–$15). 8 pm. Billie Holiday 
Theatre [1368 Fulton St. be-
tween Marcy and Brooklyn 
avenues in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 636–0918], www.
thebillieholiday.org. 

THEATER, “WEST SIDE 
STORY”: Classic musical 
about two star-crossed-lov-
ers caught between warring 
gangs in 1960s New York. 
$25 ($23 seniors, children 
under 18). 8 pm. Heights Play-
ers [26 Willow Pl. between 
Joralemon and State streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
237–2752], www.heightsplay-
ers.org. 

MUSIC, BRETT SAXON: Free. 
9 pm. Tea Lounge [837 Union 
St. at Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 789–2762], www.
tealoungeny.com. 

MUSIC, BAMCAFE: The Earth-
man Experience, with DJ 
Hard Hittin Harry: Free. 10 
pm. BAM Cafe (30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org/pro-
grams/bamcafe-live. 

MUSIC, “KARAOKE KILLED 
THE CAT”: Weekly karaoke 
dance party hosted by the 
frenzied duo of Chris Gold-
teeth and Lord Easy. Free. 
Midnight. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, “FREE FRIDAYS” MID-
NIGHT SHOW: Ever-chang-
ing local lineup and drink 
specials from 11 pm to close. 
Free. 11:59 pm. Knitting Fac-
tory [361 Metropolitan Ave. 
at Havemeyer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 529–6696], 
ny.knittingfactory.com. 

SAT, MAY 24

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
TALK, INTRO TO BIRD WATCH-

ING: Take a tour and learn 
about the 250 species of birds 
that call Prospect Park home 
with Brooklyn Bird Club. 
Free. Noon–1 pm. Prospect 
Park Audubon Center [Enter 

FRI, MAY 23
ART, “ANATOMY OF A POW-

ERHOUSE: Electrifying the 
El”: Archival photo exhibition 
showing construction and 
early operation of the 74th 
Street Powerhouse. $7 ($5 
for children 2–17 and seniors, 
free for members and chil-
dren under 2). 10 am–4 pm. 
New York Transit Museum 
[Boerum Place at Schermer-
horn Street in Downtown, 
(718) 694–1600], www.mta.
info/mta/museum. 

DANCE, COSMIC YOGA: $15. 
10 am, Noon, 7 pm. Body Ac-
tualized Center [143 Troutman 
St. between Central and Ev-
ergreen avenues in Bushwick, 
(347) 770–1437], bodyactual-
ized.org. 

ART, “LEE FRIEDLANDER: The 
Printed Picture”: Fifty years of 
award-winning photographs 
through 40 publications, 
ephemera, and selected epi-
graphs. Free. 10 am–5 pm. 
Pratt Library (200 Willoughby 
Ave. at Steuben Street in Clin-
ton Hill). 

ART, “CHICAGO IN L.A.: Judy 
Chicago’s Early Work 1963-
74”: The fi rst survey on the 
East Coast of the artist’s early 
career. $12 (suggested). 11 
am–6 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

ART, “AI WEIWEI: According to 
What?”: The fi rst North Amer-
ican survey of the work of the 
provocative Chinese concep-
tual artist, sculptor, photogra-
pher, fi lmmaker, and activist. 
$12 (suggested). 11 am–6 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washington 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.brook-
lynmuseum.org. 

ART, ““WITNESS: Art and Civil 
Rights in the Sixties””: Exhibi-
tion that explores how artists 
expressed the Civil Rights 
era. $12 (suggested). 11 am–6 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washington 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.brook-
lynmuseum.org. 

ART, “SUBMERGED MOTHER-
LANDS”: Swoon creates a 
site-specifi c installation in the 
museum’s rotunda gallery. 
$12 (suggested). 11 am–6 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washington 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.brook-
lynmuseum.org. 

ART KID: Children 5 years and 
older explore a new style 
each week. Free with museum 
admission. 11:30 am. Brook-
lyn Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.brook-
lynkids.org. 

ART, JOHN AVELLUTO: “Disin-
tegrator”: Illusory new paint-
ings on folded, cut, and re-
confi gured graph paper. Free. 
1–6 pm. Studio10 [56 Bogart 

The Thunderbolt, Coney Island’s first new roller coaster since the 
1920s, will open this weekend. 
 New York City Economic Development Corporation

park at Lincoln Road and 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 287–3400], www.
prospectpark.org/audubon. 

PERFORMANCE
DANCE, OPEN HOUSE: Cynthia 

King Dance Studio: Tour facil-
ity, meet teachers and take 
open dance classes, dance 
demos, and raffl es. Free. 
2–5 pm. Cynthia King Dance 
Studio [21 Snyder Ave. be-
tween Bedford and Flatbush 
avenues in Flatbush, (718) 
437–0101], cynthiakingdance.
com. 

THEATER, “RIGOLETTO”: A 
hunchbacked jester seeks 
revenge against the Duke 
who seduced his daugh-
ter. $26 ($21 students under 
25, seniors; $5 teens). 3 pm. 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
School [5902 Sixth Avenue in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 439–8067], 
www.olphschoolbrooklyn.org. 

MUSIC, FERAL FOSTER WITH 
NAOMI SHELTON AND THE 
GOSPEL QUEENS: Record 
release show. $10. 8:30 pm. 
Jalopy [315 Columbia St. be-
tween Hamilton Avenue and 
Woodhull Street in Columbia 
Street Waterfront, (718) 395–
3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

MUSIC, BRAZILIAN NIGHT 
WITH MAIS UM: Free. 9 pm. 
Tea Lounge [837 Union St. 
at Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 789–2762], www.
tealoungeny.com. 

MUSIC, XAVIER RUDD WITH 
ASH GRUNWALD: $15–$17. 9 
pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and N. 
12th streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.brook-
lynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, BAMCAFE: Late Night 
Dance Party with DJ Ian Fri-
day: Free. 10 pm. BAM Cafe 
(30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), www.
bam.org/programs/bamcafe-
live. 

SALES AND MARKETS
GRAND ARMY PLAZA GREEN-

MARKET: Farm-fresh 
seasonal produce, meats, 
prepared foods, compost 
drop-off, and live perfor-

mances. Free. 8 am–4 pm. 
Grand Army Plaza (Union 
Street between Flatbush Av-
enue and Prospect Park West 
in Park Slope). 

FLEA MARKET: Clothing, com-
modities and refreshments. 
Free. 9 am–4 pm. Episco-
pal Church of the Holy Spirit 
[8117 Bay Parkway at 82nd 
Street in Bensonhurst, (718) 
837–0412], episcopalchurch-
of-holyspirit.org. 

ARTISTS & FLEAS: New design-
ers come in each weekend. 
Free admission. 10 am–7 pm. 
Artists & Fleas (70 N. Seventh 
St. between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg), 
www.artistsandfl eas.com. 

BROOKLYN FLEA- FORT 
GREENE: 150 vendors sell-
ing crafts, antiques, food, 
and more. Free. 10 am–5 pm. 
[176 Lafayette Ave. between 
Clermont and Vanderbilt av-
enues in Fort Greene, (718) 
928–6603], www.brooklyn-
fl ea.com. 

OTHER
LITTLE KIDS, BIG STARS: 

Baseball is back and the Cy-
clones want the little ones 
to experience the game. 
Coaches of little league and 
softball leagues throughout 
the boroughs can nominate 
one player their team to be 
named Little Kids, Big Stars of 
the week. For boys and girls 
between the ages of 5 and 
14 years old. The child should 
have a passion for baseball/
softball, serve as a leader 
to the team and be helpful 
to the coaches. The winners 
will receive an invitation to 
a baseball clinic with the Cy-
clones a chance to throw out 
a fi rst pitch and a commemo-
rative t-shirt. Free. MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
St. in Coney Island, (718) 37-
BKLYN], www.brooklyncy-
clones.com. 

KIDS’ DISCOVERY STATIONS: 
Each week children explore 
different topics. No classes 
on April 19, 20, 26 and 27; and 
May 1, 24 and 25. free with 
admission to the grounds. 
10:30 am–12:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden [1000 Wash-

ington Ave., at Eastern Park-
way in Crown Heights, (718) 
623–7220], www.bbg.org. 

ART, “CHICAGO IN L.A.: 
Judy Chicago’s Early Work 
1963-74”: 11 am–6 pm. See 
Friday, May 23. 

ART, “AI WEIWEI: According to 
What?”: 11 am–6 pm. See Fri-
day, May 23. 

ART, “ANATOMY OF A POW-
ERHOUSE: Electrifying the 
El”: 11 am–5 pm. See Friday, 
May 23. 

ART, ““WITNESS: Art and Civil 
Rights in the Sixties””: 11 
am–6 pm. See Friday, May 23. 

ART, “SUBMERGED MOTHER-
LANDS”: 11 am–6 pm. See 
Friday, May 23. 

TOUCH TANK: Children of all 
ages touch a starfi sh, a horse-
shoe crab, or a sea snail. Free 
with museum admission. 
11:30 am–12:30 pm and 2:30–
3:30 pm. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn Ave. 
at St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

SENSORY ROOM: For chil-
dren with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder and their families. 
Space limited, fi rst come fi rst 
served. Free with museum 
admission. 11:30 am–12:30 
pm and 2:30–3:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.brook-
lynkids.org. 

CIRCLE SECRETS: What makes 
a circle unique? discover the 
structure of the amazing 
shape. Free with museum 
admission. 11:30 am. Brook-
lyn Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.brook-
lynkids.org. 

THE ART OF MATH: Children 
learn all about shapes, tri-
angles, squares. Free with 
museum admission. 12:30 
pm. Brooklyn Children’s Mu-
seum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at 
St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

SUMMER SERIES PUPPET THE-
ATER: Prokofi ev’s orchestral 
adventure including Peter & 
the Wolf, The Frog Prince, 
The comedians and The Ugly 
Duckling. Recommended for 
children 3 years and older. 
Total running time is ap-
proximately one hour. $8 ($9 
adults; $7 groups of 20 or 
more). 12:30 pm and 2:30 pm. 
Puppetworks [338 Sixth Ave. 
at Fourth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–3391], www.pup-
petworks.org. 

ART THERAPY: All ages are wel-
come to express their feelings 
through art. Every other Sat-
urday. Free. 1–2:30 pm. The 
Carmine Carro Community 
[3000 Fillmore Ave. at Marine 
Parkway in Marine Park, (718) 
869– 0100]. 

BUILD A BIRD FEEDER: Chil-
dren learn about nature and 
how to build a bird feeder to 
take home. Free. 1 pm. Salt 
Marsh Nature Center [3302 
Avenue U in Marine Park, 
(718) 421–2021]. 

FLIP BOOKS: All sorts of books 
are on the agenda for chil-
dren 4 years and older. Free 
with museum admission. 
1:30 pm. New York Tran-
sit Museum [Boerum Place 
at Schermerhorn Street in 

Downtown, (718) 694–1600], 
www.mta.info/mta/museum. 

URBAN GARDENING: Children 
4 years and older learn about 
seeds, planting, and how to 
make a garden more effi cient. 
Free with museum admission. 
1:30 pm. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn Ave. 
at St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

NYC ATLAS: Children 5 years 
and older learn about maps, 
then make a map of their 
own. Free with museum ad-
mission. 2–4 pm. New York 
Transit Museum [Boerum 
Place at Schermerhorn Street 
in Downtown, (718) 694–
1600], www.mta.info/mta/
museum. 

SUN, MAY 25

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
FIX YOUR BIKE WORKSHOP: 

Fix your own bike with advice 
and some assistance from 
experienced bike mechan-
ics. Tools provided. Free. 6–8 
pm. (99 South 6th St. near 
Bedford (Under Williamsburg 
bridge) in Williamsburg). 

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “THE SEEDS OF 

ABRAHAM: Part Two of the 
Prophet’s Cycle”: 4 pm. See 
Friday, May 23. 

MUSIC, ENDLESS BOOGIE, 
WATERY LOVE, MORDE-
CAI: $8. 9 pm. Union Pool 
[484 Union Ave. at Meeker 
Avenue in Williamsburg, (718) 
609–0484], www.myspace.
com/unionpool.

SALES AND MARKETS
BROOKLYN FLEA- WILLIAMS-

BURG: 150 vendors selling 
crafts, antiques, and more. 
Free. 10 am–5 pm. [50 Kent 
Ave. between N. 11th and N. 
12th streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 928–6603], www.brook-
lynfl ea.com. 

UNDERGROUND THRIFT 
STORE: Browse a curated 
collection of upscale and 
designer clothing and acces-
sories as well as collectibles 
for the home. A percentage 
of proceeds benefi ts orga-
nizations that fi ght human 
traffi cking. Free. 12:30–4:30 
pm. Plymouth Church [65 
Hicks St. between Orange 
and Cranberry streets in 
Brooklyn Heights, (212) 
829–4923], aki.smugmug.
com/Brooklyn/Plymouth-Un-
derground-Store/19205133_
Tv5Lkh#1497281739_4r2dz3B. 

OTHER
COMEDY, COMEDY NIGHT: 

Hosted by Hannibal Bur-
ress. First come, fi rst serve. 
Free. 9 pm. Knitting Factory 
[361 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Havemeyer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 529–6696], 
ny.knittingfactory.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDY NIGHT AT 
THE FRONT BAR: Weekly 
Sunday funnies with Han-
nibal Buress and friends. 
Free. 9 pm. Knitting Factory 
[361 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Havemeyer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 529–6696], 
ny.knittingfactory.com. 

ART, DRINK & DRAW: Weekly 
fi gure drawing class; model, 
crayons, and paper provided, 
or bring your own materials. 
Free (2-drink minimum). 10:30 
pm. Macri Park Bar [462 Union 
Ave. at Metropolitan Avenue 



M
AY 23-29, 2014, C

OURIER L
IFE

59

24
SEVEN

in Williamsburg, (718) 599–
4999], www.macripark.com. 

MON, MAY 26
SPORTS, SENIOR FITNESS: 

Yoga: Free. 9 am. Marine Park 
Nature Center [Enter at Av-
enue U and E. 32nd Street in 
Marine Park, (718) 376–1675]. 

SPORTS, SENIOR FITNESS: 
Yoga: Free. 11 am. Oxford 
Park (South Oxford Street 
between Atlantic Avenue and 
Commos in Fort Greene). 

BLOOMING NATURALIST: Chil-
dren use fun games and activ-
ities to learn what makes birds 
so special. A different lesson 
each day. Free. Noon–4 pm. 
Prospect Park Audubon Cen-
ter [Enter park at Lincoln Road 
and Ocean Avenue in Pros-
pect Park, (718) 287–3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/
audubon. 

POTATO PLANTING: Join with 
rangers and learn what life 
was like 200 years ago on a 
farm. Plant this year’s crop of 
the spuds and enjoy potato 
sack races. $3. Noon–5 pm. 
Lefferts Historic Home-
stead [452 Flatbush Ave. 
between Empire Boulevard 
and Eastern Parkway in Park 
Slope, (718) 789–2822], www.
prospectpark.org. 

POTATO PLANTING: Visit Lef-
ferts Historic House for a 
taste of what life was like on 
a Flatbush Farm in spring; 
planting and other activities. 
$3 (suggested). 1–4 pm. Lef-
ferts Historic Homestead [452 
Flatbush Ave. between Em-
pire Boulevard and Eastern 
Parkway in Park Slope, (718) 
789–2822], www.prospect-
park.org. 

COMEDY, STAND UP COMEDY: 
Free. 9 pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 
Fifth Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

TUES, MAY 27
SPORTS, SENIOR FITNESS: Ten-

nis: Free. 11 am. Marine Park 
Tennis Courts [Enter at Av-
enue S and E. 32nd Street in 
Marine Park, (718) 376–1675]. 

SENSORY ROOM: 11:30 am–
12:30 pm and 2:30–3:30 pm. 
See Saturday, May 24. 

COMEDY, “THE FANCY 
SHOW”: Producers Michael 
Joyce, Langston Kerman, 
Lane Pieschel, Simmons Mc-
David and Jenny Zigrino share 
the stage with local talent. 
Free. 8 pm. Bar Reis [375 Fifth 

Ave. between 5th and 6th 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 
974–2412]. 

MUSIC, “THE WAY YA LIKE” 
OPEN MIC: Local bands, mu-
sicians, singers, artists, and 
poets ply their craft on an 
open stage. Play or just listen. 
Free. 8 pm. Goodbye Blue 
Monday [1087 Broadway, be-
tween Lawton and Dodworth 
streets in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 453–6343], www.
myspace.com/goodbyeblue-
mondayinc. 

WED, MAY 28
BALLROOM DANCE CLASSES: 

For beginners of all ages. 
Free. 6–9 pm. FIAO Beacon 
Community Center at IS 96 
[99 Avenue P. between W. 
11th and W.12th streets in 
Bensonhurst, (718) 232–2266]. 

READING, MEG WOLITZER: 
The author talks with Ben 
Greenman as part of the se-
ries “Eat, Drink and Be Liter-
ary.” The evening includes 
dinner and wine. $55. 6:30 
pm. Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. be-
tween Ashland Place and St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636–4100], www.bam.
org. 

TALK, BROOKLYN BRIDGE 
PARK: Wednesday Night 
Tours: Learn about the his-
tory, ecology and design of 
Brooklyn Bridge Park from 
noted scholars and commu-
nity members; for schedule 
see website. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, Pier 1 
(Enter at Old Fulton St. near 
Furman Street in Dumbo), 
www.brooklynbridgepark.
org. 

READING, LAURA SILVER: 
Learn the history of the 
knish with author of “Knish: 
In Search of the Jewish Soul 
Food.” Free. 6:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Public Library’s Central 
branch [Flatbush Ave. at East-
ern Parkway in Grand Army 
Plaza in Park Slope, (718) 230–
2100], www.brooklynpublicli-
brary.org/branch_library_de-
tail.jsp?branchpageid=265. 

READING, AMY ROWLAND: 
Former New York Times tran-
scriptionist and author of 
“The Transcriptionist.” Free. 
7 pm. PowerHouse Arena 
[37 Main St. at Water Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.com. 

THEATER, “THE SONIC LIFE 
OF A GIANT TORTOISE”: 
English-language premiere of 
Toshiki Okada’s play probing 

the lives of comfortable pro-
fessionals in their 30s. TBA. 
8 pm. Jack (505 1/2 Waverly 
Ave. at Fulton Street in Fort 
Greene), www.jackny.org/ . 

TWIN PEAKS BINGO: Gather 
with fellow Twin Peaks lov-
ers, gorge on doughnuts and 
Agent Cooper cocktails, and 
play bingo! Free. 8:30 pm. 
Videology (308 Bedford Ave. 
at S. First Street in Williams-
burg), www.videology.info. 

THURS, MAY 29
BLOOMING NATURALIST: Chil-

dren use fun games and activ-
ities to learn what makes birds 
so special. Free. Noon–4 
pm. Prospect Park Audubon 
Center [Enter park at Lincoln 
Road and Ocean Avenue in 
Prospect Park, (718) 287–
3400], www.prospectpark.
org/audubon. 

BLOOMING NATURALISTS: 
Play games and activities and 
learn all about birds. Free. 
1–2 pm. Prospect Park Audu-
bon Center [Enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean Av-
enue in Prospect Park, (718) 
287–3400], www.prospect-
park.org/audubon. 

NATURE ON THE GO: Explore 
the fl ora and fauna in the 
Park and discover nature all 
around. Free. 2–3 pm. Pros-
pect Park Audubon Center 
[Enter park at Lincoln Road 
and Ocean Avenue in Pros-
pect Park, (718) 287–3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/
audubon. 

CHILDREN’S BOOK FAIR: Used 
books for $1 each; book do-
nations welcome starting 
April 1. Free. 3–6 pm. Kings 
Bay Y [14 Hope St. between 
Havemeyer and Roebling 
streets in Williamsburg, (718) 
407–6388], www.northwil-
liamsburgY.org. 

ANIMAL ENCOUNTER: Curi-
ous about Snappy the turtle? 
learn all about the little crea-
tures at the park. Free. 3–4 
pm. Prospect Park Audubon 
Center [Enter park at Lincoln 
Road and Ocean Avenue in 
Prospect Park, (718) 287–
3400], www.prospectpark.
org/audubon. 

ANIMAL ENCOUNTER: How did 
Snappy get its name? Find 
out in this fun event. Free. 
3–4 pm. Prospect Park Audu-
bon Center [Enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean Av-
enue in Prospect Park, (718) 
287–3400], www.prospect-
park.org/audubon. 

TALK, CAFE B’IVRIT: Learn 

conversational Hebrew, open 
to individuals in their twen-
ties and thirties. Free. 6pm. 
Park Slope Armory [Eighth 
Avenue at 15th Street in Park 
Slope, (212) 673–7030 ], www.
ymcanyc.org/armory-sports-
complex/armory-sports-
home/facility. 

READING, TOM ROBBINS: Au-
thor of “Even Cowgirls Get 
the Blues,” “Jitterbug Per-
fume,” and others launches 
memoir-ish book, “Tibetan 
Peach Pie.” Free. 7 pm. Pow-
erHouse Arena [37 Main St. at 
Water Street in Dumbo, (718) 
666–3049], www.powerhou-
searena.com. 

READING, “HOW TO BUILD A 
FIRE”: Prominent community 
members share true tales in 
this monthly series curated by 
poet Terence Degnan. Free. 
7:30–10 pm. Open Source 
Gallery [306 17th St. between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues in 
South Slope, (646) 279–3969], 
open-source-gallery.org/how-
to-build-a-fi re. 

COMEDY, FREESTANDING 
STANDUP: Weekly comedy 
series with local talent and 
lots of hilarity. Free. 8 pm. 
Goodbye Blue Monday [1087 
Broadway, between Lawton 
and Dodworth streets in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
453–6343], www.myspace.
com/goodbyebluemonday-
inc. 

MUSIC, JEN SHYU: Perform-
ing “Solo rites: Observing the 
Sounds and Cries of the World,” 
directed by Garin Nugroho. 
$20–$25. 8 pm. Roulette [509 
Atlantic Ave. near Third Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (917) 267–0368], 
www.roulette.org. 

Great music from around the world, including:
Ballroom, Latin, Club, Italian, and modern hits! 

Entrance: $8 (mention this ad).  
FREE Refreshments included! 

Age group: 25 and up. 
Plenty of parking | Cash Bar on premises. 

For any questions, please call: 718. 259. 0053

For those who enjoy dancing and meeting new people, 
the “Crystal Ballroom Dance” invites you to try 

out our brand new dance fl oor 

EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT from 7:30PM – 12:30PM.

Location:  Knights of Columbus Council, 
1305 86th Street, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn NY, 11228

Sicilian Style Comfort Food
Our inspiration for Sicilian comfort food starts with my family. 

Growing up Sicilian is like no other experience. My parents and 
grandparents always had me in the kitchen helping prepare dishes 
for holidays and other celebrations.

From a young age, I was taught the importance of sharing a 
meal with family. Our goal with Bella Gioia is to take my family 
traditions, flavors and experiences — and share them with you.

 
209 4th Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11217

 

3 Course $25 
Prix Fixe
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ChooseVW.com

2014 JETTA S SEDAN
AUTOMATIC TRANS, A/C, PWR WND/
LK/ST/BR, AM/FM CD, CRUISE, TILT, 
$2735 DUE AT SIGNING PLUS TAX. 
MSRP $19,085. MANY TO 
CHOOSE FROM.

$115*

LEASE PER MO | 36 MO

2014 TIGUAN S
AUTOMATIC TRANS, 
A/C, BLUETOOTH, PWR WND/LKS/
ST/BR, 8-SPEAKER SOUND SYSTEM, 
$2765 DUE AT SIGNING PLUS TAX. 
MSRP $26,685. MANY TO 
CHOOSE FROM.

$145*

LEASE PER MO | 36 MO

No-Charge
Scheduled Maintenance

Volkswagen Carefree Maintenance® for 2 Years or 24,000 Miles.
Whichever occurs fi rst. 2014 Models. Some restrictions. See dealer or program for details.

®

Bay Ridge Volkswagen
(888) 300-1645

8910 4th Ave, Bklyn, NY
Hours: M-Th 9-9, F 9-7, Sa 9-6, Su 11-5

DMV#7009036, NYC DCA Lic.#527907

Volkswagen of Brooklyn
(888) 282-0508
100 Neptune Ave, Bklyn, NY

Hours: M-Th 9-8, F 9-7, Sa 9-6, Su 11-4
DMV#7115099, NYC DCA Lic.#1450827

Price includes all costs to a consumer except tax, tags & MV fees. *Prices include Memorial Day Bonus & also avail towards the purchase or lease of a new 2014 Volkswagen Jetta, Passat 
or Tiguan models between 5/16/14 thru 6/2/14.  Not valid for cash.  See dealer for details.Leases are closed ended with purchase option included 10K mi/yr @ 25¢/mi thereafter. Lease 
requires $1995 dwn pymt + $625 bank fee + 1st mo pymt + $0 sec dep. Ttl pymt/purch opt: Jetta = $4140/$10,306; Tiguan = $5220/$15,210. Lessee resp for excess wear & tear. All 
subject to Tier A approval by Volkswagen Credit. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Not resp for typo errors. Must take delivery from in-stock vehicles by 5/31/14.

Get

$500
Memorial Day

Bonus
thru June 2ND*

OPEN 
MEMORIAL DAY
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• ‘Any one of my girls can be 
one of the league’s most 
dangerous attackers.’

• ‘I think we surprised 
quite a few people.’

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK
Eagle Academy for 

Young Men II stuck to what 
it did all year and got a stel-
lar performance from goalie 
Victor Godette to complete 
an undefeated champion-
ship season. 

The top-seeded Eagle 
boys’ lacrosse squad ended 
its fi rst varsity season in 
the Public School Athletic 
League with a 7–5 victory 
over No. 3 Bronx Science 
in the Class B title game 
at Aviator Sports Complex 
last Sunday. 

Eagle coach Michael 
Skrilow knew staying com-
posed was going to be key in 
such a big game. 

 “One of the things we 
talked about was not play-
ing with desperation, not 
playing with your hair 
on fi re, but rather play-
ing with urgency, playing 
smart, playing focused,” 
Skrilow said. “Just playing 
our game, because that’s 
what we have been doing all 
year.”

The Bedford-Stuyvesant 
school was able to feed off 
of the hot play of Godette 
in net. The junior, who 
made eight saves total, al-
lowed one goal on six shots 
in the second half to hold 
off Bronx Science. Godette 
was named the game’s most 
valuable player.

“I got to get in front of 
the ball, get my head out of 
the gutter and play smart,” 
the goalie said.

Skrilow moved Godette 
from attack to goalie be-
cause he caught everything 
— and the move paid off. 

“Victor has been a phe-
nomenal goalie ever since I 
have known him,” the coach 

said. “Just as a goalie he 
had over 100 saves this sea-
son. One thing about Victor 
is he doesn’t get unnerved. 
He is just very focused in-
goal.”

The Eagle offense was 
able to get just enough goals 
for the goalie to get the vic-
tory. The squad outscored 
Bronx Science 3–1 in the 
third quarter, the big goal 
coming from Kernell War-
ner, who had a hat trick in 
the contest. William Er-
win scored three times 
and Giancarlo Zirpolo had 

two goals for Bronx Sci-
ence. Warner, however, did 
enough to secure his team 
the win.

 “Throughout the game, 
I kept on getting good looks 
and good shots,” Warner 
said.

Early in the game, 
Bronx Science (9–4) jumped 
out to a 2–1 advantage. But 
Eagle (13–0) was able to bat-
tle back and take a 4–2 lead 
on a score by Peter Miles 
with 8:38 to go in the second 
quarter. 

Bronx Science scored 

back-to-back goals to tie the 
score at 4–4 before the half, 
and it looked like they had 
the momentum, but Skrilow 
adjusted the defense. That 
and the play of Godette al-
lowed Eagle to gain it back. 
Eagle went up 7–4 with 1:59 
to go in the third and never 
looked back. 

 “We talked at halftime 
about keeping possession on 
our side, and also just get-
ting them out of the middle, 
moving the ball outside,” 
Skrilow said “They listened 
and executed.” 

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK
Brooklyn Tech thinks 

of itself as a second-half 
team — and proved it in 
the championship game. 

The top-seeded and un-
beaten Engineers scored 
six times after the break 
to secure a comfortable 
8–3 victory over No. 3 New 
Dorp in the Public School 
Athletic League Class B 
girls’ lacrosse fi nal last 
Sunday at Aviator Sports 
Complex. 

“First half, we start 
out slow, and second half 
we wake up and always 
calm down and play the 
way we know,” Brooklyn 
Tech Coach Anthony Ci-
colini said. 

After holding a 2–1 
advantage going to the 
half, the Engineer of-
fense exploded in the sec-
ond frame. Senior Nicole 
Vento and Cynthia Chu, 
who had a hat trick, led 
the Engineers’ scoring at-
tack after the break. Chu 
and Vento, who have 42 
goals for the year, have 
been the Engineers’ top 
players all season. Ingrid 
Sitner, Victoria Steiner 
and Brianna Shipp each 

scored for New Dorp (13–
4).

“They have been solid 
all year,” Cicolini said. 
“Vento has been the num-
ber-one goal-scorer for 
the last three seasons. 
Cynthia stepped up huge 
today.” 

Vento — named the 
championship game’s 
most valuable player — 
said the team focused on 
the title and picked up 
their game. 

“We like to call our-
selves the second-half 
team because in the sec-
ond half we come out 
strong and motivated by 
that end goal,” Vento said. 
“I guess we saw the end in 
sight and saw the win and 
grabbed it.”

It took the Engineers 
11 minutes to open the 
game’s scoring. Cicolini 
saw nerves as a key factor 
to his team’s slow start. 

“Overall, we came 
out a little stale in the 
beginning. There were a 
lot of nerves, so we were 
missing simple routine 
ground balls, and passing 
and catching,” the coach 

— Midwood girl’s lacrosse coach Michael Giordano 
on his team’s offensive talent 

— Nazareth baseball coach Oggie Quiles 
on his team’s success in its return 
to the Catholic High School League

Continued on page 64

GOLDEN BOY: Quandel Golding takes a shot for Eagle Academy II against Bronx Science during the 
championships. Photo by William Thomas

DEFENSE: Brooklyn Tech’s Olivia Wargo and Lilian Tran defend 
New Dorp’s Shaunte Nicholson. Photo by William Thomas

Brooklyn Tech 
gets girls’ crown 

Eagle Academy grabs 
boys’ lacrosse title 
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Auto, 4 Cyl 2.5L, Alloy Wheels, SYNC and Sound Package, MSRP: $22,305, VIN: 383181 
Lease based on 24 months with $2,995 due at inception. $0 security deposit. $14,816.75 residual available at lease end. 10.5k mi/yr, .20¢ thereafter. 

Must qualify for Competitive Lease Conquest Cash. Expires: 5/31/14.

$79

New 2014 FORD FUSION S
Our Goal is

Your Favorite

Bay Ridge

Always Up to

Credit Approval

Pre-Owned 
Fords

Over Book
Value

100%

NEW & 
CERTIFIED

RIGHT 
PRICE

GUARANTEE

125%

CREDIT...the Bay Way

SELECTION...the Bay Way

SALES...the Bay Way

Trade-In...the Bay Way

888-847-1024612 86TH ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11228
ONLINE 24/7 AT: BAYRIDGEFORD.COM

BRAND NEW 
SERVICE FACILITY

• 20+ Service Bays
• Free Wifi
• Factory Trained  
   Technicians

• Free Shuttle  
   Service 
• Refreshments  
   While You Wait

Lease for

per Month

Not all will qualify. See dealer for details. Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA)#1017929. Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7111183. Not responsible for typographical errors. Photos for representation only. †2014 EPA estimate HWY. Actual mileage may vary.

34 MPG
up to †

q y pp q p

New 2014 FORD ESCAPE SE

Lease based on 24 mos w/ $2,995 + tax, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at 
inception. $0 security deposit. $18,707 residual available at lease end. 10.5k mi/yr, 
.20¢ thereafter. Must qualify for Competitive Lease Conquest Cash. Exp: 5/31/14.

Auto, 4 Cyl 1.6L, FWD, SE Convenience Pkg., 
Reverse Sensing, Navigation, Back-Up Camera 
Alloy Wheels, MSRP: $28,780, VIN: C72236

Lease 
for

per mo

$149SE

Le
ince
.20.2

g., 
mera

Lease 
for up to

32 MPG
†

New 2014 FORD EDGE SE

Lease based on 24 mos w/ $2,995 + tax, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at 
inception. $0 security deposit. $20,777.60 residual available at lease end. 10.5k mi/yr, 

.20¢ thereafter. Must qualify for Competitive Lease Conquest Cash. Exp: 5/31/14.

up to
27 MPG

†

Auto, V6 3.5L, AWD, SYNC, Alum. Wheels, 
Roof Rails, MSRP: $32,465, VIN: A08369

Lease 
for

per mo

$189SE

inc

s, 

Lease
for

New 2014 FORD FUSION 
        ENERGI TITANIUM

Lease based on 24 mos w/ $2,995 + tax, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at 
inception. $0 security deposit. $23,451 residual available at lease end. 10.5k mi/yr, 
.20¢ thereafter. Must qualify for Competitive Lease Conquest Cash. Exp: 5/31/14.

§100 combined city & hwy MPGe. MPGe is the EPA equivalent measure of 
�������	
��	�
	���	���
���
	�	�����
���	
��	�������

CVT, Hybrid 4 Cyl 2.0L, Leather, Moonroof, 
Navigation, MSRP: $39,085, VIN: 216429

Lease 
for

100 MPGe
per mo

$189
i

ce
.20

inc

inin
.

Lease
for §
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The Public School 
Athletic League’s 
expanded softball 

playoff format doesn’t 
help anyone. 

The league tradition-
ally allowed 32 teams 
each into postseason 
play in both its Class A 
and B divisions. This 
year, Public School Ath-
letic League let all 104 
teams in the league com-
pete in the playoffs. 

Even Petrides from 
Staten Island (0–16) is in 
the playoffs as the No. 
39 seed out of 40 in the 
A division, where the 
bottom 16 teams have a 
combined record 51–166. 
There are 16 teams in 
the B-division playoffs 
with two wins or less. 

The top eight seeds in 
the A division have to sit 
around for two rounds 
and nine B-division teams 
get fi rst-round byes based 
on the number of teams in 
their borough.

I get it. Let the kids 
play, even if it is for one 
more game. But that’s 
not what high school 
sports are supposed to be 
about. Leave that to the 
middle school leagues. 

There are winners 
and losers in life, as harsh 
as that may sound when 
talking about a group 
of teenagers. Sports are 
supposed to teach you 
about working as hard as 
you can to achieve a goal. 
For some teams that is 
winning a city or a divi-
sion title. For others it 
is making the playoffs. 
Doing so consistently or 
following a rough season 
with a playoff berth was a 
badge of honor for a lot of 
programs. 

It showed the kids 
progress as much as 
their improved record 
does. If this format 
continues, making the 
playoffs stops being 
something special and 
becomes a given for ev-
eryone. What realistic 

goal do you give those 
teams that aren’t at the 
top of their division?

What good are you 
doing the teams at the 
top and bottom of the 
seeding? Another loss 
probably looms for the 
lower half, and even if 
the team wins, its sec-
ond round game could 
produce an ugly result. 
For the clubs at the top, 
how does waiting two 
rounds help them? Soft-
ball is about repetition 
and playing regularly to 
stay sharp. The Catholic 
and private school play-
offs are in progress, so 
opportunities for scrim-
mages are limited.  

Also, stretching out 
the playoffs more also 
leaves you increas-
ingly susceptible to 
rain wreaking havoc on 
the schedule. The title 
games are a week later 
than last year. 

While the idea of 
letting everyone play 
sounds great, it’s not 
something that should 
be practiced in this case. 
It helps no one, devalues 
the regular season and 
gives dozens of teams 
nothing to strive for. 

Keep the playoffs as a 
meaningful accomplish-
ment instead of a given 
from day one.  

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK 
Nazareth baseball re-

turned to the Catholic High 
School League and showed 
it can be one of its top 
teams. 

The Kingsmen squad 
used its speed and defense 
to clinch second place in the 
Class A baseball division by 
defeating Cathedral Prep 
3–0 last Thursday at Ameri-
can Legion Field.

“We came out and played 
defense, we scored just 
enough, and made enough 
plays,” Nazareth coach Og-
gie Quiles said. “The de-
fense played and I tell the 
team when we play defense 
we have a chance to win.” 

Nazareth, which scored 
all three of its runs without 
recording a base hit, wasted 
no time showing that it was 
an aggressive team when 
Gus Quiles, the coach’s son, 
laid down a suicide squeeze 
to get his team on the board 
in the fi rst inning. The 
Kingsmen also used stolen 

bases to take advantage of 
errors and wild pitches to 
post runs in the second and 
sixth to grab a secure lead 
over third-place Cathedral 
(6–5).  

“We are a very fast team 

— that is one of our biggest 
assets,” Coach Quiles said. 
“We try and used it to the 
best of our ability.”

Starting pitcher Shama-
riah McCullough allowed 
just four hits, two walks, 
and struck out three in six 
innings of work. Reliever 
William Navarro tossed 
a scoreless seventh. The 
coach saw his team battle 
like that all season long, 
and it paid off with a posi-
tive result again. 

“I think we surprised 
quite a few people,” he said. 
“We are really young. We 
are freshmen and sopho-
mores. There are a lot of 
good teams in the CHSAA.”

After playing in the Pri-
vate School Athletic Asso-
ciation last year, Nazareth 
came back to the Catholic 
High School Athletic As-
sociation this season. The 
more demanding schedule 
has not affected the team’s 
performance on the fi eld. 
Nazareth is 8–4 and sits be-

hind just fi rst place and un-
beaten Sacred Heart of Yon-
kers in the standings.  

“There are a lot differ-
ent teams, a lot competitive 
teams, a lot more travel-
ing,” Coach Quiles said.

The tougher sched-
ule has helped Kingsmen 
catcher Gus Quiles, who 
was two-for-two, stay fo-
cused on the game. 

“This league is a lot 
more compact,” he said. 
“Baseball doesn’t stop right 
now, it keeps you focused.”

Nazareth, which can be 
at the top of the league for 
a long time with a young 
team, enters the playoffs in 
a good position to try and 
make a run at a title. Go-
ing forward, Coach Quiles 
is hoping the pitching can 
hold up as his young team 
matures. 

“We want to see if our 
kids have grown mentally 
from the beginning of the 
year,” he said.  “We are a 
very young team.”

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Fontbonne Hall made 

history last season by win-
ning the school’s fi rst dioce-
san title, but history did not 
repeat itself.

The second-seeded Bon-
nies’ run for a second-
straight crown ended in a 
4–1 defeat at the hands of 
No. 3 St. Francis Prep in the 
Brooklyn-Queens Class AA 
softball semifi nals in Ber-
gen Beach on May 14. 

Fontbonne managed just 
one run on a solo homer to 
left fi eld by Bianca Marletta 
to lead off the fi rst inning.

The game marks the fi -
nal contest in the careers 
of fi ve seniors who have en-
joyed more success in their 
four years than any other 
group in the school’s his-
tory. Bonnies coach Frank 
Marinello called Nicolette 
Trapani, Maria Serrantino, 
Maria Gentile, Christina 
Calascione, and Sue Nordbo 
the best class the Bay Ridge 
school has ever had — and 
the ones who put it on the 
map. 

Their careers ended ear-
lier than they would have 
liked. 

“It’s defi nitely a lot to 
take in,” Trapani said. “The 
way we started the season, 
we never would have really 
expected this ending, but 

I’m proud of every single 
girl on this team. We gave it 
our all.”

The Terriers (8–5) tied 
the score at 1–1 on a home 
run by Kelly Licul to start 
the top of the second, and 
took the lead in the follow-
ing frame. Alyssa Siess 
singled home a run, and an 
outfi eld error allowed an-
other to score on the play 
to make it 3–1. Licul, with 
the Bonnies (8–5) trying 
to pitch around her, deliv-
ered a RBI single to extend 
the St. Francis Prep lead to 
4–1 in the fi fth. Trapani al-
lowed six hits and struck 
out nine. 

Marinello felt his play-
ers did all they could. 

“I didn’t coach well 
enough,” Marinello said. 
“It’s not kids. It’s nothing 
else. We prepared them to 
the best of our abilities and 
we failed these kids. These 
kids did not fail.”

His batting order strug-
gled against St. Francis 
Prep sophomore starter 
Monica Zhivanaj. Calas-

cione said the team has 
struggled at the plate of late. 
Zhivanaj mixed her fastball 
and change up well, and 
allowed just fi ve hits and 
walked just one. Ariana 
Dillon, a junior, doubled 
twice for the Bonnies, but 
was kept from crossing the 
plate. She and Marletta will 
be key cogs in the team’s 
success next season.

“Great players,” 
Marinello said of the duo. 
“Fontbonne is going to be 
fi ne.”

The 2015 team was the 
last thing on his mind 
last Wednesday, however. 
Marinello brought his se-
niors together for one last 
time as teammates. They 
talked about how no one can 
take away what they accom-
plished last year, and how 
they have enjoyed every min-
ute of their ride together. 

“It’s going to be hard 
leaving this behind,” Tra-
pani said. “We made friend-
ships with everybody that 
we are never going to for-
get.”

BEST EFFORT: Fontbonne’s se-
nior Nicolette Trapani and her 
teammates gave it their all, but 
fell 4–1 to St. Francis Prep in the 
Brooklyn-Queens softball semi-
fi nals on Wednesday. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

STRONG ARM: Nazareth starter 
Shamariah McCullough allowed 
just four hits, two walks, and 
struck out three in six innings 
during the game against Cathe-
dral Prep on May 15. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

No repeat for Bonnies 

Nazareth thrives back in Catholic League 

New softball 
playoff format 
is misguided 

Quest for consecutive titles ends with semifi nal loss to St. Francis Prep
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
The Subway Series remains a 

main event for Brooklynites, and 
fans would like to see the Mets and 
Yankees face off more than just four 
times each season.

“You still want to come see this,” 
said Frank Amodio of Sheepshead 
Bay, a Yankee fan sitting in the 
Pepsi Porch at Citi Field. “I think it 
should go on longer. ”

The teams split their meetings 
this season with both taking two 
games in the other club’s home ball-
park, culminating in the Yankees 
1–0 victory at Citi Field on May 15. 

There has been talk in recent 
years that the series has lost its 
luster because of the Mets’ overall 
struggles, the Yankees’s last World 
Series being in 2009, and the fact that 
the series is losing it’s novelty in its 
17th year. Brooklyn fans believe it 
may have dipped slightly, but there 
is still plenty to be excited about. 

“I think its lost a little because 
it’s done every year, but the rivalry 
between the fans is still there,” said 
Marine Park resident and Mets 
fan Steven Orr. “If you’re a Mets 
fan you hate the Yankees. If you’re 
a Yankees fan you hate the Mets. I 
don’t hate the Yankees. I hate Yan-
kee fans.” 

Those fan rivalries run between 
parents and children, husbands and 
wives, boyfriends and girlfriends. 
Mets fan Anthony Bellingeri of 
Sheephead Bay brought Gina Tart, 
his Yankee fan girlfriend, to her fi rst 
Subway Series game for her birth-
day last Wednesday. It’s because of 
that dynamic that fans believe ev-
ery one of the games the teams play 
are meaningful. 

“It’s the best,” said Melissa 
Storger, a Yankee fan and a Mid-
wood High School grad.

Fans still can’t get enough of the 
Mets and Yankees facing off, and 
would like to see it go back to its old 
format. Since its start in 1999, the 
crosstown rivals played two sepa-

rate series, one in Yankee Stadium 
and another at Shea Stadium or Citi 
Field. That changed last season with 
Major League Baseball scaling back 
interleague play in general.

Mets manager Terry Collins 
said he is just fi ne with the way 
things are because the atmosphere 
around the games is so different 
than the rest of the regular season, 
but Brooklyn fans felt four games so 
early in the year feels too short com-
pared to the old way.

“It was more of an event,” said 
Billy Duryea, a Mets fan from Bay 
Ridge. “I kind of liked it. Six games 
as opposed to four, it was nice.”

Former Yankees great Mickey 
Rivers, who attended the game with 
a busload of fans coming from Pip-
pin’s Pub in Bay Ridge, said he 
wished the two teams played more 
than just the one exhibition game 
during his time with the Yankees 
from 1976 to ’79. Back then, they had 
little interaction with the Mets.

“It would defi nitely be more fun, 
because we didn’t see all the Na-
tional League teams,” Rivers said. 
“We just saw them in the Mayor’s 
Trophy game.” 

In fans’ eyes, the series still holds 
more weight for Mets fans because 
the Yankees have been more suc-
cessful over the years and the Mets 
have made the post season just once 
since 2000 World Series. Trying to 
beat the Yankees is one of the few 
things they have to look forward to. 

“As a Mets fan, it’s exciting for us 
because it’s our World Series,” Orr 
said.    

While neither team earned true 
bragging rights this season, there is 
no denying the importance of each 
Subway Series game to the teams’ 
fan bases.

“If the Yankees win, they go af-
ter the Mets fans,” Belligeri said. “If 
he Mets win, they go after the Yan-
kees fans. There is still a rivalry go-
ing on.”  

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Michael Giordano had 

some diffi cult choices to make 
at the start of the season, but 
those decisions paid off. 

The Midwood girl’s lacrosse 
coach had too many quality of-
fensive players and couldn’t 
use all of them to score the ball. 
The second-year headman 
chose to put seniors Naillenla 
Haris and Daniela Qyteza and 
junior Monica Riskevich on 
attack, and kept seniors Maya 
Snagg and Elzaya Sangadzhiev 
on defense. 

The move helped Mid-
wood to its best regular sea-
son in program history, with 
an 11–2 record and wins 
over Public School Athletic 
League powers Tottenville 
and Curtis for the fi rst time 
in the same season. Nonethe-
less, the fi fth-seeded Hornets 
again ended a game short of 
reaching the fi nal, after fall-
ing 16–8 to top-seeded Totten-
ville last Thursday.   

“This year, it’s really pick 
your poison,” Giordano said. 
“I would really hate to coach 
against Midwood because 
there are goal scorers all over 
the fi eld. There are just not 
enough offensive positions to 
put my goal scorers.”  

Haris, Qyteza and Riskev-
ich were one of the league’s 
best offensive units. Haris 
fi nished among the league 
leaders with 51 goals. Riskev-
ich is one of the top playmak-
ers with 27 goals and 23 as-
sists, and Qyteza has chipped 
in 24 goals and 13 assists. 
Midwood’s top scorer from 
last season, Janae Headly, 
found the back of the net just 
26 times last year.

“Any one of my girls can 
be one of the league’s most 
dangerous attackers,” Gior-
dano said. 

Haris and Riskevich de-
veloped a great chemistry to-
gether on the fi eld. One often 
fi nds the other with a quick 
pass heading to the net for a 
goal. Giordano calls Riskevich 
the point guard of his team and 
refers to her as “Jason Kidd.” 

“I think it’s the way me 
and Nelly see the fi eld and see 
the same game plan.” Riskev-
ich said. “I always come to 
her and we are always on the 
same page.” 

Haris believes the same 
camaraderie fl owed through-
out the team, which led to this 
year’s successful season.   

“We have more chemis-
try,” she said. “Last year we 
lacked that. We are friends 
this year. We work hard.” 

As Haris, Riskevich and 
Qyteza powered the offense, 
Snagg and Sangadzhiev on the 
other end of the fi eld turned 
into two of the league’s best 
defenders. They and Tiffany 
Sanabia combined to hold 
Hunter star Lindsey Tarpin-
ian to just one goal in a 14–8 
fi rst-round playoff victory 
last Tuesday on Randall’s Is-
land. Senior Miriam Avrutin 
also chipped in on defense. 

“The experience on the 
team knows how to handle 
that,” Giordano said of control-
ling a team’s top scorer. “We’ve 
practiced that. We’ve drilled 
that. It’s great to see the girls 
transfer that lesson and the 
practices into game day.”

It was also fun for him to 
watch his preseason choices 
translate into wins.    

Borough’s fans want more games between Mets and Yankees 

POWER PLAYER: Midwood senior Maya Snagg had a strong game 
against Hunter last Tuesday — scoring two goals for the Hornets. 
 Photo by Steve Schnibbe 

FAN FAVORITES: Midwood graduates Melissa Storger and her brother Steve Storger 
take in Subway Series at Citi Field. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Midwood lacrosse
sees best season ever 

Brooklyn loves Subway Series

said. “They started get-
ting comfortable around 
the 10-minute mark and 
we started playing the 
game we played the whole 
way, and it worked it out 
for the best.” 

Ten minutes after the 
Engineers scored fi rst, 
Vento made it 2–0 with 
her fi rst of two goals on 

the day, which got the 
team going. 

“New Dorp, they are 
a good team,” Vento said. 
“To get a two-goal lead 
right away boosted our 
morale as a team, and 
we moved forward from 
there.” 

 The Engineers (16–0) 
used the championship 
as motivation all season, 
after falling in last year’s 
fi nal to Forest Hills, and 
saw it as the end point to 

a successful year. As the 
season came to a close on 
Sunday, the players were 
able to reach their goal. 

“It feels almost unreal, 
but at the same time, I 
know we have been work-
ing really hard towards 
it, and it was the beacon 
at the end,” Vento said. 
“We looked to the cham-
pionship. We looked to 
making ourselves better, 
and when we got here, it 
made it all worth it.”

Continued from page 61 

Tech

DEFENSE: Brooklyn Tech’s 
Samantha Siebor and Olivia 
Wargo defend New Dorp. 
 Photo by William Thomas
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Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 
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TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org
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