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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Bridges and locks are a 

losing combination. 
That is the message of 

the Department of Trans-
portation which, several 
years after the globally pop-
ular tradition of couples af-
fi xing so-called “love locks” 
to picturesque spans  fi rst 
hit the Brooklyn Bridge , 

says tourists need to knock 
it off because the prolifera-
tion of padlocks has gotten 
dangerous.

“The NYC Department 
of Transportation currently 
spends millions of dollars 
each year removing graf-
fi ti in order to protect the 
bridge from corrosion,” the 
agency wrote on the offi cial 

Brooklyn Bridge Facebook 
page. “A similar effort is re-
quired by the department to 
address the increasing oc-
currences of visitors install-
ing ‘love locks’ on the bridge, 
many times directly over the 
roadway creating a hazard 
for motorists below.”

The locks dangle from 

BY HANNAH FRISHBERG
A short-fi lm festival that took 

over Prospect Park’s Nethermead 
in 2013 won’t return this year, or-
ganizers said.

Tropfest, a globe-trotting 
movie marathon that started 21 
years ago in Australia and bills 
itself as the world’s largest, made 
its Brooklyn debut last June over 
resistance from some park lov-
ers who  feared the crowds would 
ruin the grass and wreck their 
peace and quiet . The one-day 
event ended up drawing more 
than 20,000 cineastes and did not 
prompt the same level of outcry 
that caused the two-day music 
and food fest  Great GoogaMooga 
to be canceled last fall , but it is 
taking this summer off to focus 
elsewhere and could return next 
year, according to a statement by 
Tropfest’s founder and head.

“The postponement is due to 
scheduling given the increased 
global footprint of the festival,” 
John Polson said. “Last year’s 
Brooklyn event was a great suc-
cess and we’re already in discus-
sion with partners for a Tropfest 
NY 2015, hopefully back at Pros-

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Talk about a strange 

brew!
Beer lovers who like to 

guzzle something a little 
more “out there” than the 
typical ales and pilsners on 
tap at most Brooklyn bars 
will be in luck on June 5, 
when the Craft New York 
Rare Beer Festival comes to 

the Brooklyn Brewery. 
The festival will give doz-

ens of brewers from across 
the state the chance to show 
off their most unusual and 
hard-to-fi nd brews. 

“They make these beers 
to show off like any art-
ist or handcrafter would,” 
said Paul Leone, executive 

Continued on page 10
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Janelle Monae opens Celebrate Bklyn 
BY DANIELLE FURFARO

The mothership is landing in 
Prospect Park. 

On June 4, funk goddess Janelle 
Monae will open this year’s sea-
son of music at Celebrate Brook-
lyn! with a free show featuring 
her unique blend of rhythm and 
blues, rock, and musings on inter-
galatic relationships. 

Monae carries on the tradi-
tion of funksters such as James 
Brown and Funkadelic, mixing 
epic showwomanship and dance-

able beats with a strong message 
of love, perseverance and resis-
tance. 

Her two full-length albums 
“The Electric Lady” and “the 
ArchAndroid,” as well as earlier 
record “Metropolis the Chase 
Suite,” recount her alter-ego 
Cindi Mayweather’s adventures 
as a feisty android who trav-
els through time and becomes a 
messiah after she is sentenced to 
death for falling in love with a hu-

Continued on page 8

A CNG Publication Vol. 3 No. 22 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

BRIDGE FOR LOVERS: Pas-
cal Werthmann and Paula 
Thielemann left a lock on the 
bridge while on vacation.

SPACE QUEEN: Super pop star Janelle Monae will headline the fi rst of this 
summer’s free Celebrate Brooklyn Prospect Park concerts Wednesday night.

Un-brew-sual beer

End of 
scene for 
fi lm fest

FUNK 
QUEEN 
LANDS 

City to lovebirds: Lock it off!
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2 Join 

Assemblyman 
Steven Cymbrowitz

and  Mount Sinai Beth Israel Brooklyn

FAMILY – FRIENDLY FUN 
with Zippy the Clown, Balloons, Exercise with Gilda

Continuous Music on stage, performances from Bay Academy, 
I.S. 98 and P.S. 255 with DJ “Victory Entertainment”

Call Assemblyman Cymbrowitz’ office for info at 

(718) 743-4078

Participants include: Maimonides Cancer Center, Peripheral 
Arterial Disease-Vascular Center, Blood Pressure, Pulse Oximetry, 
Thoracic Surgery-Lung Health Information, Friedman Diabetes 
Institute, Mount Sinai Beth Israel, Net Cost Market, United Health 
Care, Shorefront Mental Health Board, Madison Physical & Occu-
pational Therapy, All Car Rent-A-Car, MJHS, Walgreen’s Pharmacy, 
Department for the Aging, Kingsborough Community College, The 
My Turn Program, Ridgewood Bank, UFC Gym, NYU’s Smiling Faces 
Dental Van, Brooklyn Public Library, Project Renewal Mammogra-
phy Scan-Van, Rite-Aid Pharmacy, Coney Island Hospital, Kings Bay 
YM-YWHA, FDNY Fire Safety, SUNY Downstate Medical Center, Af-
finity Health Plan, NYC Community EMS Volunteer Ambulance Corp. 
and much more....

at
The 11th Annual Lena Cymbrowitz 

Community Health Fair
Health Info for All Ages….Giveaways…Entertainment

Free Health Screenings…Meet Health Care Professionals

Raising Funds For Dynamic Youth Community, Inc.

Sunday, June 8th 
11:30 am – 2:30 pm

Emmons Avenue between East 15th Street and Ocean Avenue
(RAIN LOCATION: BAY ACADEMY, 1401 EMMONS AVENUE)
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BY MAX JAEGER
The state gave would-

be -Long-Island-College -
Hospital developer Peebles 
Corporation the boot on 
Wednesday, moving on 
to negotiate with its fi rst 
choice to take over the med-
ical campus, a company 
with fi nancial ties to Gov. 
Cuomo.

Negotiations between 
the state and Peebles, the 
erstwhile top bidder to de-
velop the former hospital, 
which closed on Thursday 
night after 156 years, fell 
apart in the half-week that 
followed, putting developer 
Fortis Property Group in 
the negotiating seat. The 
state said Peebles was try-
ing to drastically depart 
from its original proposal, 
pushing back its provisions 
for medical care and de-
manding public money.

“Several portions of the 
Peebles proposal have dra-
matically changed, includ-
ing the possibility of long 
delays in the manner and 
method in which health-
care will be provided at the 
site,” said State University 
of New York spokesman 
David Doyle in an e-mailed 
statement.

Despite a settlement 
reached in court last week 
to keep the former hospi-
tal’s emergency department 
open, Peebles and the state 
could not hammer out a per-
manent deal to determine 
who would run the depart-
ment, the state said.

The emergency room 
will remain open for the 
time being, Doyle said.

“Even though the settle-
ment agreement allowed 
SUNY to close on May 22, 
we will continue our best 
efforts to staff and main-
tain current services at 
the emergency department 
while we negotiate with 
Fortis,” he said.

But without a hospital 
attached to it, the facility is 
little more than a walk-in 
clinic, activists argue. The 
emergency department is 
not accepting ambulances 

or admitting patients.
Talks also ended be-

cause Peebles sought to 
fi nance required environ-
mental remediation with 
taxpayer money, which fl ies 
in the face of requirements 
set forth in the state’s call 
for bids, Doyle said.

The dissolution of dis-
cussions follows the torpe-
doing of talks with Brook-
lyn Health Partners, the 
company that scored high-
est in a ranking of redevel-
opment proposals that was 
supposed to favor bids that 
called for a hospital at the 
site as part of a settlement 
in a lawsuit brought by com-
munity groups and unions 
to stop the state from shut-
tering the hospital. Peebles 
and Fortis came in second 
and third places, though 
neither plan included a hos-
pital.

Fortis president Joel 
Kestenbaum gave Gov. Cuo-
mo’s re-election campaign 
$5,000 last November, while 
his uncle Moshe — who is 
not a partner in the fi rm — 
gave $12,500 in Jan. 2014. 
Cuomo controls the State 
University of New York.

The state originally 
tapped Fortis last year to 
develop the land, which is 
valued at as much as $500 
million, without public in-
put, but a judge ordered the 
state to throw out the deal 
and fi nd a developer us-
ing the settlement-outlined 
scoring process.

Fortis’ plan calls for 
apartments, condos, and 
townhouses, a quarter of 
them below market-rate, as 
well as an amublatory sur-
gery center and a cancer 
center.

One activist said Fortis 
was always in line to get the 
prime Cobble Hill real es-
tate with views of the New 
York Harbor and suggested 
the second round of bidding 
was a sham orchestrated by 
the state.

“This is what they 
wanted all along,” said Sue 
Raboy, a member of the pro-
hospital group Patients for 
LICH.

Fortis has partnered 
with New York University 
Langone Medical Center 
and Lutheran Health Care 
to provide health services 
at the site in the future.

EMPTY BEDS: Emergency beds at Long Island College Hospital sit 
empty. The hospital closed on May 22 but the state says it will keep the 
emergency department open for now. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer,
smartphone, or iPad, visit BrooklynDaily.com.

An undone deal
State axes LICH talks, turns to Cuomo pal



J
UNE 1, 2014, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

3

ALL-AMERICAN: (Above) Jackson Cadotte shows his love for 
the Land of Liberty at the annual Memorial Day Parade. (Center) 
Marchers fl ew the fl ags of all branches of the United States mili-
tary. (Right) Colorful cars drove down Third Avenue as part of the 
cavalcade. Photos by Steve Schnibbe

Oldest Memorial Day parade goes on

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
What a long, slithering trip it’s 

been.
Fantasia, the beloved and ma-

jestic albino Burmese python who 
 captivated visitors to the Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum  for more than a 
decade, died at her new home in the 
Staten Island Zoo on May 13. She was 
20 years old.

“All of us at Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum are heartbroken,” said mu-
seum president Mindy Duitz. “She 
was such an important part of the Mu-
seum’s educational programs for chil-
dren and loved by so many of our visi-
tors.”

Fantasia arrived at the fi eld-
trip destination in 2000 and quickly 
crawled her way into the hearts of 
young visitors, who she thrilled and 
chilled during petting sessions and, 
on at least one birthday, a feast on a re-
cently dead rabbit.

She was more than 20 feet long 
and weighed more than 300 pounds at 

the time of her death, making her the 
largest legless reptile in New York 
City.

Keepers moved the spellbinding 
boa from the museum to the menag-
erie across the Verrazano Bridge back 
in February in order to give her more 
space to uncoil and handlers say she 
quickly became a favorite at her new 
home.

“Fantasia had become a very pop-
ular attraction here at the zoo from 
her fi rst day,” said a Staten Island Zoo 
spokesman.

The rep also said the revered rep-
tile did not suffer before her death, 
which experts blamed on her old 
age. 

“We were happy to have her in her 
fi nal years, and it was an important 
opportunity to collaborate with the 
Brooklyn Children’s Museum,” the 
spokesman said.

For legions of Fantasia fans, in 
Brooklyn and on Staten Island, her 
last coil came too soon.

Sssss-say ‘Farewell’ to Fantasia the snake

GONE TOO SOON: Fantasia, the majestic 
albino Burmese python of the Brooklyn Chil-
dren’s Museum, died at her new home at the 
Staten Island Zoo on May 13 at the age of 20. 
She was more than 20 feet long and more 
than 300 pounds. 
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BY WILL BREDDERMAN
Thousands of Brook-

lynites lined Third Avenue 
on May 26 to observe Amer-
ica’s oldest parade saluting 
those who died in the line 
of duty.

Some 2,300 people in 
cars and on foot stepped off 
at the corner of 87th Street 
and proceeded to Cannon-
ball Park as part of the 
147th Annual Kings County 
Memorial Day Parade.

“It was great. Third 
Avenue was lined with 
people on both sides, com-
ing out to remember those 
who gave their lives for 
their country,” said pa-
rade chairman and Air 
Force veteran Ray Aalbue, 
noting that attendance has 
been on the uptick. “It’s 

been growing for the past 
few years, and this was the 
largest turnout.”

Heading up the caval-
cade of commemoration 
were four Gold Star Moth-
ers — who each lost a son 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
Then came representa-
tives from the Fort Ham-
ilton Army Base. Also 
participating were new 
Fire Department offi cers 
who served in the recent 
Middle Eastern confl icts, 
along with ex-military po-
lice offi cers from Southern 
Brooklyn precincts and 
active-duty soldiers from 
the New York City Recruit-
ing Battalion. The renewed 
youth participation was a 
breakthrough for the pa-
rade, which has  long con-

sisted mostly of veterans 
from World War II, Korea, 
and Vietnam .

“It was a move in the 
right direction. We got a 
lot of help from the NYPD 
and the FDNY in getting in 
touch with those people,” 
said Aalbue. “It closes the 
loop to have active duty sol-
diers, because they’re the 
ones who are out there on 
the battlefi eld. They’re the 
ones who might have lost 
some of their comrades. 
And it gives them the op-
portunity to remember 
them and to get the respect 
that they deserve.”

The procession also in-
cluded Marines and sailors 
in town for Fleet Week — 
who were absent last year 
due to the government shut-

down that prevented the 
fl eet from entering the har-
bor.

“It’s important to have 
all our servicemembers 
represented, the Marines, 
the Navy and the Amy,” 
said Aalbue, adding that 
next year he hopes to also 
have members of the Air 
Force and Coast Guard in 
the parade.

The event wrapped up 
with a memorial service in 
Cannonball Park, with a 21-
gun salute from Fort Ham-
ilton and a special tribute to 
the Gold Star Mothers and 
their sons.

“It was a very solemn 
and somber moment,” Aal-
bue said. “It was a very im-
pressive display to remem-
ber those who died.”

Ariella Abramova shows her best witch face dur-
ing PS 192’s production of “The Wizard of Oz” at the 
school on May 22.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

Wicked!
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Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, 
pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-sculpting procedure 
designed to remove fat and contour the body without invasive 
surgery. ZERONA® allows you to continue your daily activities 
without interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® 
works by utilizing the Low Level Laser (FDA cleared for laser 
body contouring to emulsify far which them releases into 
the interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through the body during its normal course of 

detoxification. The ZERONA® procedure was 
proven through a double-blind, randomized, 
multi-site, and placebo controlled study in 
which patients average loss of 3.64 inches, and 
some lost as much as 9 inches compared to the 
placebo group that lost only half an inch.

LOSE 3–9 INCHES IN 2 WEEKS, NON-INVASIVE!
“What if I told you this cutting-edge device could melt inches 
off your waist and keep them off for good.” — Doctor Oz

talking about the ZERONA® LipoLaser

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, hips and 
thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight loss program — we 
are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off excess water weight. Results vary individually.

ZERONA®  WORKSHOP
When: Tuesday, June 10th, 6:15pm –8pm

Where:
Cost: FREE

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
They can’t get no satis-

faction.
A dozen angry couples 

rallied outside a Brooklyn 
courthouse on Thursday 
to demand that Jason Ste-
vens, owner of the Dumbo 
venue Rebar, be crimi-
nally charged for pocket-
ing the money they paid 
him for weddings that 

can’t happen now that the 
venue is shuttered and he 
is facing separate charges 
of tax fraud. Police and 
the district attorney have 
refused to pursue the 
spurned lovebirds’ case, 
which they say shows the 
state has a double stan-
dard when it comes to set-
tling scores.

“The government is 

Couples cry: Lock him up!
Rebar victims demand cops arrest the ‘Dumbo duper’

STANDING UP: Stephanie Kutch and Christian Pascarella are help-
ing organize the roughly 150 couples who were affected by Rebar’s 
sudden shuttering. Community Newspaper Group / Matthew Perlman

making sure they get their 
money,” said Injy Carpen-
ter, a Brooklyn Heights 
resident who says she paid 
Rebar more than $18,000 for 
a January 2015 wedding. 
“[Stevens is] not being held 
accountable for his crimes 
against us. We have a lot of 
working class people who 
put their life savings into 
their weddings.”

Outside Stevens’ court 
hearing the embattled res-
taurateur was swarmed by 
members of the press and 
aggrieved couples who say 
he duped them out of money 
and made their special day 
a nightmare. Stevens  closed 
shop abruptly on May 9 , 
then disappeared for a week 
before turning himself in 
to face the music for alleg-
edly  skimming sales tax at 
his busy gastropub for four 
years .

The couples say that 
Stevens took payments for 
150 weddings that were to 
take place over the next two 
years and made off with $1 
million.

The couples have tried 
fi ling complaints with the 
police and with state and 
borough prosecutors, but 
Brooklyn District Attor-
ney Ken Thompson’s offi ce 
called it a civil problem, 
and police won’t even take 
a report, they say. Police 
would not respond to a re-
quest for comment and the 
state attorney general’s of-
fi ce said only that it is in-
vestigating.

But the should-be-weds 
are still fl ooding law en-
forcement phone-lines, 
with some saying that tack-

ing years onto a potential 
prison sentence for Stevens 
is more important than get-
ting their money back.

“At this point, I’d just 
rather see him behind 
bars,” said Stephanie Kutch, 
who is helping to organize 
the couples with her fi ance 
Christian Pascarella. 

The act of soliciting and 
accepting money for nup-
tials that Stevens knew 
would not happen may con-
stitute a crime, but a crimi-
nal defense attorney said 
that it is unlikely to be pros-
ecuted in criminal court.

“It appears that this 
could be a theft,” said David 
Rankin, an attorney with 
the law fi rm Rankin and 
Taylor. “It looks like he may 
have taken their money. 
But people don’t usually 
get arrested for this type of 
thing.”

Rankin said such is-
sues are usually handled 
through lawsuits because 
it’s easier to win a case in 
civil court and a win there 
could get the victims some 
cash back.

The couples have also 
reached out to local pols to 
see if they can provide le-
verage with the authorities.

None have offered their 
help so far, but Councilman 
Steve Levin (D–Dumbo) is-
sued a statement condemn-
ing the alleged misdeeds.

“Couples on the eve of 
their marriage and the 
employees of Rebar should 
not be forced into this ter-
rible situation,”  Levin said. 
“And it is important that we 
work together as a commu-
nity to fi nd justice.”

STILL TOGETHER: Steve Obeng and Suzanne Budesa know they will get 
married eventually, but the fi asco at Rebar has forced them to start mak-
ing plans all over again. Community Newspaper Group / Matthew Perlman
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*Payments based on 8.95% annual percentage rate with automatic loan payments. Rates are based on credit worthiness.  
Other rates and terms available. Higher loan amounts available. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?
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This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2014 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
“For most of history, Anon-

ymous was a woman,” said 
Virginia Woolf, who should 
have been at our Brooklyn 
Women of Distinction awards 
night to see the hoo-ha sur-
rounding our honorees.

Courier Life Publica-
tions and the Community 
Newspaper Group honored 
25 of the borough’s best and 
brightest females with a 
gala at the El Caribe Coun-
try Club in Mill Basin on 
May 21, attended by Bor-
ough President Adams.

The accolades capped 
our 2014 Brooklyn Women 
of Distinction magazine, 
which came out last month 
and reported the accom-
plishments of the diverse 
group. Honorees hailed 
from all tiers of the work-
force and included in its 
ranks educators, social 
workers, activists, health-
care advocates, executives, 
and entrepreneurs.

The award recipients — 
nominated by their peers 
and selected by independent 
judges — were picked for 
turning simple workdays into 
exceptional opportunities to 
improve the lives of others 
and advance Brooklyn, stated 
the publisher of the weekly 
community newspapers.

“You may see these 
women walking along the 
street, seated next to you 
on the bus or train, or shop-
ping in your local grocery 
store, but there is nothing 
ordinary about them,” said 
Clifford Luster.

Their stories were inspir-
ing: A Marine Park restau-
rateur was displaced from 
her own home after Hurri-
cane Sandy, but worked to 
locate shelter for neighbors 
and patrons whose homes 
were washed away. A Jew-
ish healthcare executive re-
vived a fl atlining Christian 
medical institution and re-
stored its broken bond with 

Courier’s ‘Women of Distinction’ lauded for work in borough and beyond

PRIZE TIME: (Top) Friends show support to honoree, center, Wendy Z. Goldstein, president and CEO of Lutheran Healthcare at the gala 
honoring the 2014 Women of Distinction. (Above right) Kathleen Longo, director of corporate programns at Estee Lauder Companies, 
right, is lauded by Courier Life senior account executive Stephanie Stellaccio. (Above center) Keynote speaker and About.com writer 
and activist Ellen Freundenheim salutes the women and hails their accomplishments. (Above left) Verna DuBerry Ademu-John, program 
manager for the Partnership for a Healthier Brooklyn at the Bedford-Stuyvesant Restoration Corporation, right, accepts her honor from 
Courier Life administrative assistant Jennifer Stern. (Left) Founder and “chief enjoyment offi cer” of Akwaaba Bed & Breakfast Inns, right, 
Monique Greenwood accepts her trophy from publisher Celia Weintrob.  Photos by Steve Solomonson

HONORING BKLYN’S WOMEN
the church. A retired dance 
teacher from Manhattan 
Beach kicked off a success-
ful second career as a per-
forming hip-hop artist. 

Their combined efforts 
contributed to raising pub-
lic consciousness about im-
portant issues, remarked 
keynote speaker Ellen 
Freudenheim, a freelance 
author and activist and 
Brooklyn editor for the web-
site About.com.

“It’s people like the hon-
orees that make the prob-
lems and solutions in our 
lives visible,” she said.

The event was coordi-
nated by senior account 
executive Stephanie Stel-
laccio, with help from ad-
ministrative assistant 
Jennifer Stern, and Celia 
Weintrob, publisher of The 
Brooklyn Paper.

Check out our 2014 Women 
of Distinction magazine at 
www.brooklyndaily.com/
women-of-distinction.
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SWB PARKS TASK FORCE & 

62nd PRECIENT COMMUNITY COUNCIL   

presents  

86TH ST. BENSONHURST 
FESTIVAL 

SUNDAY JUNE 8TH, 2014   11AM – 5PM 
19th Avenue to Bay Parkway on 86th St.   

FOOD, GAMES, RIDES, MUSIC  

“A SHOPPER’S PARADISE” 
PLUS  

STREET VENDORS - WHOLESALERS  
STORE SALES!!  

BY MAX JAEGER
Flatlands is moving full 

speed ahead with a plan to 
slow down traffi c on Foster 
Avenue.

The city rolled out a slate 
of safety improvements on 
Foster Avenue that would 
narrow and in some areas 
eliminate traffi c lanes and 
residents at the May 21 Com-
munity Board 18 meeting 
were on board. 

But part of the plan that 
had the most support — a 
proposal to give Foster Av-
enue’s service roads a dedi-
cated light where they feed 
into the avenue at E. 87th 
Street — isn’t guaranteed, 
though locals say the change 
is needed.

“It’s the safest thing to 
do,” said Canarsie resident 
Barbara Bieber, who holds 
her breath when passing 
through the intersection 
daily. “Once I make it past 
that intersection, I know I’m 
home safe.”

That specifi c portion of 
the proposal is still under 
investigation by the depart-
ment’s Signals Division, but 
other aspects of the plan are 
on the way now that it has 
board approval, according to 
department representative 
Rob Viola.

The department is also 
calling for a wider parking 
lane and narrower traffi c 
lanes along the avenue be-
tween Kings Highway and 
Remsen Avenue — a mea-
sure intended to discourage 
drivers from speeding and 

weaving, Viola said. The 
new, 12-foot parking lanes 
will be so wide that even 
double-parked cars would 
hardly jut into traffi c lanes, 
creating fewer obstacles for 
drivers, he said.

The plan would alto-
gether eliminate one travel 
lane in each direction be-
tween E. 81st and E. 88th 
streets, replacing them with 
painted hash lines or dedi-
cated turning lanes. Plastic 
bollards will prevent mo-
torists from simply driving 
through the hash-marked 
sections of the road, Viola 
said.

Bike lanes are not in-
cluded in the proposal, but 
Viola said the extra-wide 
parking lanes will make the 
avenue safer for cyclists.

The improvements 
were recommended be-
cause the police have des-
ignated that stretch of Fos-
ter Avenue as a high-crash 
area. According to police 
department data, there 
have been six fatalities 
as a result of traffic acci-
dents along the one-mile 
corridor since 2008.

“That’s a lot of fatalities 
for a roadway that’s this 
short,” Viola said.

The board’s district man-
ager said the updated traffi c 
patterns could not come soon 
enough.

“That street was con-
figured during the horse-
and-buggy days,” said 
District Manager Dottie 
Turano.

BY MAX JAEGER
Community Board 18 will once 

again be allowed to assemble in its 
offi ce’s meeting room beginning in 
September after a nearly year-long 
battle for the space with another gov-
ernment agency.  

 The board got the boot in August 
when the city handed the community 
room over to staffers from the city’s 
Build It Back disaster recovery pro-
gram . The board’s district manager 
said she’s happy to return to the meet-
ing room, but said fi rst the city needs to 
patch some holes left by Build It Back.

“They left us a mess,” said Dis-

trict Manager Dorothy Turano.
The meeting room — part of the 

board’s offi ce nestled in a larger 
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection facility on Bergen Avenue — 
was a feather in the board’s cap that 
it barely got to use before getting the 
temporary boot.

In the 1980s, the city promised 
the board a shiny new building and 
a community meeting room if it gave 
its blessing to a Department of En-
vironmental Protection project to 
install a 20-million-gallon water re-
tention tank underneath Bergen Av-
enue. The board got its meeting space 

in 2011, spending two years using the 
site  before the city changed the locks 
on them and ushered in the Build It 
Back consultants .

In the meantime, the board con-
tinued to operate out of the offi ce, 
but had to scramble to fi nd a place to 
hold public meetings — ultimately 
conducting most meetings down the 
street at the John Malone Commu-
nity Center.

Since then, Turano has called 
on the city to remove the recovery 
offi ces, which  she said were under-
utilized and causing a safety hazard 

Changes coming to Foster Ave.

WAIT YOUR TURN: The city may tweak lights controlling Foster 
Avenue and its service road so drivers have a chance to merge 
onto the main line without fi ghting with motorists already on Fos-
ter Avenue. Photo by Steve Solomonson

‘Build It Back’ out of panel’s room

Fostering street 
safety in Flatlands

Continued on page 10
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director of the New York 
State Brewers Association. 
“Any brewer can make an 
IPA or something like that, 
but they love to spread their 
wings and explore.”

The Brooklyn Brewery 
will host 26 breweries from 
across the state. There will 
be more than 50 weird beers 
on hand, such as Big Alice 
Brewing’s hot chili and oat-
meal India Pale Ale, Olde 
Saratoga’s talon smoked 
double porter, and Kelso’s 
brett saison, which is aged in 
Jameson whiskey barrels. 

The festival is aimed at 
beer connoisseurs who ap-
preciate all variety of odd 
ales, said Brooklyn Brewery 
co-owner Robin Ottaway. 

“This is for the more de-
veloped consumers who un-
derstand beer and know the 
weird things that we can 
make in these breweries,” 
said Ottaway. “These things 

are always a surprise.”
The money raised by the 

event will go toward the 
New York State Brewers 
Association’s lobbying and 
marketing activities. 

Craft New York Rare 

Beer Festival at the Brook-
lyn Brewery (79 N. 11th 
Street between Berry Street 
and Wythe Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, www.brooklyn-
brewery.com) June 5 at 6 
pm. $100.

Continued from page 1 

Beer

man man.
On Monae’s albums, she 

has collaborated with art-
ists such as Erykah Badu, 
Of Montreal and Big Boi. 

Offi cials from BRIC, 
which has been staging 
the summer-long Celebrate 
Brooklyn! series for 36 
years, said they felt Monae 
was the perfect opening act 
for the season of concerts 
at the Prospect Park Badn-
shell. 

“She is at once, futur-
istic, retro and completely 
of the moment — which is 
what Celebrate Brooklyn! 
aspires to be,” said Rachel 

Chanoff, the festival’s artis-
tic director.

Other free Celebrate 

Brooklyn! shows 
this year will in-
clude St. Vincent, 
the Dum Dum 
Girls, and Bebel 
Gilberto. Ticketed 
shows, including 
big names such as 
Jack Johnson, the 
National, and Neu-
tral Milk Hotel, 
are already sold 
out.

Janelle Monae 
at Celebrate 
Brooklyn! (Pros-
pect Park band 
shell near Ninth 
Street and Pros-
pect Park West in 

Park Slope, www.bricarts-
media.org). June 4 at 8 pm, 
Free

Continued from page 1 

Monae

STRANGE BREW: Brooklyn Brewery founder Steve Hindy shows off 
Cuve E Noire, one of the brewery’s rare batches.  
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving
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community 
for over 
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WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

SPACE QUEEN: Janelle Monae has re-
leased two albums and an EP on the topic 
of oppressed alien love. 
 Photo by Baptiste Monae
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Authentic Spanish & Mexican Cuisine

114 Bay Ridge Ave. (Off Colonial Rd.)

presents

Be a part of the 
Greatest Show 

on Earth 

FIFA 
World Cup 

Soccer 
Begins June 12th

GOOAALL!!!

Have you ever tried an Organic Margarita?

MIDWEEK DINNER 
FOR TWO

Monday–Thursday

$40 
Choice of 1 Appetizer, 2 Entrees, 

and 1 dessert to share!

FIESTA FRIDAYS 
4–7pm

$450 Drink Specials
1/2 Off Mexican side of 
our menu at the bar.
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street lamps over the road 
and a latticed section of 
fence lining the pedestrian 
walkway is lousy with 
them. Crews occasionally 
clip the offending fasten-
ers, but the transportation 
commissioner says that 
the practice is getting more 
popular by the day.

“There has been a real 
increase, and we’re very, 
very concerned about 
them,” roads honcho Polly 
Trottenberg  told  ABC 7’s 
Eyewitness News.

In Paris, where some ar-
gue the custom originated, 
city offi cials have resorted 
to removing sections of foot-
bridges because the weight 
of the metal devices threat-
ens to pull down whole 

pieces of the structures. 
The problem is so perni-
cious that the City of Love’s 
tourism website pleads for 
visitors to fi nd other ways 
to express their everlasting 
bond.

“It is wonderful to see 
such a vast amount of de-
voted couples; however the 
ritual is posing several 
problems due to the weight 
of the thousands of small 
steel padlocks,”  the site 
says . “Certain sections of 
the railings are becoming 
weakened under the weight 
and sections of the grates 
require regular replace-
ment.”

Here in New York, roads 
offi cials say concern over 
falling locks forces them to 
temporarily close lanes of 
traffi c while workers clip 
the clasps.

Former Borough Presi-

dent Marty Markowitz had 
not heard of the phenome-
non before a reporter’s call 
and fi rst thought the idea 
was romantic. But after 
reading up, he walked back 
his position.

“Even if it’s a beautiful 
little thing, there’s always a 
downside,” said Markowitz, 
who is now the city’s tour-
ism czar for the outer bor-
oughs. “Those locks could 
fall and cause a lot of dam-
age.”

But for Swedish tour-
ists Henrik Salgfors and 
Mikaela Ahlquist, leaving 
a metal memento was some-
thing they could not skip on 
their Brooklyn trip.

“You have to do this 
when you come to New 
York,” Ahlquist said. 
“They don’t have this in 
Sweden!”
— with Hannah Frishberg

Continued from page 1 

Locks

pect Park.”
Polson postponed the 

picture show to focus on 
“Elementary,” the televi-
sion series he produces 
about a modern-day Sher-
lock Holmes character, a 
spokeswoman said earlier.

GoogaMooga’s exit was 
more ignominious. The 
foodie and music-fan bo-
nanza got the boot from the 
parks department in Octo-
ber after two years in the 
park. Each of the parties at-
tracted tens of thousands of 
revelers and left the green-
sward’s fi elds scarred and 
litter-strewn.

Park advocates decried 
the big-ticket shindig and 
others like it, including a 

 Nickelodeon-sponsored kids 
fest , saying that the crowds, 
loud noise, and commercial-
ism have no place in Brook-
lyn’s backyard.

The Prospect Park Alli-
ance, a private group that 
manages the green space, 
argues that such events 
are crucial to funding 
park operations. A park 
rep dismissed the notion 
that GoogaMooga’s exile 
or Tropfest’s hiatus have 
anything to do with the 
kvetching that the events 
provoked.

“It’s not accurate to 
say GoogaMooga was can-
celled. It just isn’t coming 
back,” said Eric Landau, 
vice president of govern-
ment and external affairs 
for the Alliance.

And most everybody 
loved Tropfest, he claimed.

“It was a fantastic event 
in the park,” he said. “The 
public reacted well to it.”

A Prospect Lefferts Gar-
dens resident and park reg-
ular begged to differ.

“While the Park Alli-
ance will never admit the 
backlash as a signifi cant 
factor, it is clear it played a 
role” in GoogaMooga’s can-
cellation, Noel Hefele said.

As for Tropfest, it was 
smaller, but still a bitter pill 
to swallow, he said.

“Twenty thousand peo-
ple in the Nethermead is 
not great, but the event was 
brief in comparison,” he 
said.

The Alliance made 
$75,000 from GoogaMooga, 
$41,500 from Tropfest, and 
$150,000 from Nickelodeon 
last year.

— with Max Jaeger

Continued from page 1 

Tropfest

in the building .
The community room 

housed 10 workstations 
for consultants handling 
intake and processing for 
recovery fund applicants. 
Two of those workstations 
will move to Councilman 
Alan Maisel’s district offi ce 
on Ralph Avenue. 

The other eight posi-
tions are being redeployed 
to other elected offi cials’ 
offi ces and community cen-
ters, and also sent into the 
fi eld to conduct home vis-

its, because many program 
applicants have entered 
later stages of the process, 
reducing the need for in-

take workers at for-
mal offi ces, said a 
spokeswoman from 
the Mayor’s Offi ce 
on Recovery. 

As part of a 
push initiated 
by Mayor DeBla-
sio and newly ap-
pointed Housing 
Recovery director 
Amy Peterson, the 
program is bring-
ing workers di-
rectly into commu-
nities — including 

at elected officials’ offices 
— to increase its presence 
in under-served neighbor-
hoods, she said.

Build
Continued from page 7

CUBED: Community Board 18 was boot-
ed out of its meeting room last August to 
make room for cubicles for Build It Back 
case workers. Photo by Steve Solomonson
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