
July 27—Aug. 2, 2014

Your Neighborhood — Your News®July 27, 2014

LOCAL
CLASSIFIEDS

PAGE 11

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Sorry didn’t cut it.
On Monday a judge 

sentenced the Dumbo bar 
owner who bilked dozens of 
couples out of more than $1 
million in wedding money 
to three years and four 
months to 10 years in prison 
for tax fraud — the exact 
amount prosecutors had 

sought — moments after 
he apologized for the fi rst 
time.

“I completely failed the 
trust that was put in me by 
my family and friends and 
the city and state of New 
York and the borough of 
Brooklyn and, most impor-
tantly, my employees and 
customers,” Stevens said in 

Brooklyn Supreme Court, 
as the New York Post  re-
ported .

“I’ll spend my time in 
prison trying to become a 
better man so when I come 
out, I can begin the long 
process of starting to repay 
the fi nancial and emotional 
debts that I incurred,” he 

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Call it Harry Potter and the 

Goblet of Beer.
A party for Harry Potter-lov-

ing muggles is coming to the Bell 
House in Gowanus on Aug. 2. And 
unlike the books, this event is 
strictly for adults.

“There is going to be a little 
more debauchery,” said PotterCon 
organizer Margaret Kaminski. 

The free event promises drink-
ing and other activities restricted 
from the original target demo-
graphic of the books, along with 
trivia, a sorting ceremony, and 
an Instagram-based costume con-
test.

Kaminski started PotterCon 
last year as a small party with 
about 10 of her friends at Fred-
dy’s Bar in Park Slope. Her pals 
indulged her Harry Potter ob-
session, she said, telling her the 
party could stand in as her birth-
day party that year. But when 
other acquaintances started grip-
ing that they hadn’t been invited, 
she realized the event had broader 
appeal. 

“So many people who hadn’t 
known about it saw pictures and 

BY MAX JAEGER
Jewish and Muslim lead-

ers came together on Tues-
day to denounce two week-
end harassment incidents 
targeting Bay Ridge Mus-
lims. 

Passengers in a car bear-
ing Israeli fl ags, sirens, 
and fl ashing lights hurled 
Islamophobic slurs at Mus-

lims walking to the Thayba 
Islamic Center on Coney 
Island Avenue for evening 
prayers on July 18, say wit-
nesses, and a similar inci-
dent occurred in the early 
morning hours of July 21 
outside of the Islamic Soci-
ety of Bay Ridge, according 
to police. 

Continued on page 10

Continued on page 10Continued on page 8

Anchor hosts food trivia night
BY MATTHEW PERLMAN

Get quizzed by a pro.
NY1 anchor Pat Kiernan is 

coming to the Bell House in Gow-
anus for an epic food trivia night 
on July 29. And the Canadian–
born Williamsburg resident said 
the event will be even more fun 
than his broadcast shows.

“A live audience gives you en-
ergy in a way a television audience 
just doesn’t,” Kiernan said. “You 
get more back from 300 people at 

the Bell House than you do from 
all the people who watch NY1.”

Questions for the quiz will re-
volve around food, but they are 
not aimed at epicureans, Kiernan 
said. Each query is connected to 
the world of music, movies, and 
popular culture — all areas of ex-
pertise for the host.

“You’re more likely to be asked 
what fl avor was the pie in the pie 
eating contest in ‘Stand by Me’ 

Continued on page 10
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BAD DAY IN COURT: Jason 
Stevens, owner of shuttered 
Dumbo event space Rebar, 
leaves court.

Ridge makes peace Hard time for Rebar owner

Harry 
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ANCHORMAN: Williamsburg resident Pat Kiernan has cultivated a devoted 
following as an anchor on NY1 since 1997, but he doubles as an expert in 
popular culture. Photo by Tim Hill
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN 
AND NATHAN TEMPEY
Borough President Ad-

ams, above, said that, far 
from being a harmless 
prank, Tuesday’s Brooklyn-
Bridge-fl ag incident was an 
act of terrorism.

The Brooklyn pol held a 
press conference early on 
Tuesday afternoon, a few 
hours after police  pulled 
down the white fl ags that 
briefl y replaced the stars 
and stripes atop the iconic 
span’s two towers . Adams 
offered a $5,000 reward that 
he claimed would come out 
of his own pocket for infor-
mation leading to the cap-
ture of the person or people 
responsible for the switch-
eroo, and emphasized that 
the stunt sowed fear in the 
hearts of Brooklynites.

“This was a terrorist 
act,” Adams said. “Anytime 
you bring about terror, it’s a 
terrorist act.”

Adams explained that 
motorists, pedestrians, and 
cyclists on the bridge could 

well have been freaked 
out by the surrender fl ags, 
though he did not speculate 
about what political aims 
they may have been meant 
to achieve.

Adams encouraged the 
culprit or culprits to give 
themselves up.

“The only thing or per-
son that should be surren-
dering at this time is the 
person responsible for the 
desecration of these fl ags,” 
he said.

NYPD brass pooh-
poohed the notion of a ter-
ror connection.

The pranksters respon-
sible could face charges of 
criminal trespassing, reck-
less endangerment — for 
endangering themselves 
— malicious mischief, and 
theft of city property — for 
stealing the original fl ags 
— NYPD deputy commis-
sioner of counter-terrorism 
John Miller said.

Overhead footage from 
the website EarthCam 
 shows  the lights illuminat-
ing the bridge fl ags going 
dark at 3:42 am.

The bridge was consid-
ered for a target of an actual 
terror attack in 2002, when 
an American named Iyman 
Faris researched cutting 
its cables for Al Qaeda. For-
mer police chief Ray Kelly 

 boasted in 2011 that secu-
rity measures, including 
police cars at either end, 
security cameras trained 
on its nooks and crannies, 
and a police boat in the East 
River, deterred Faris . 

But a Department of Jus-
tice press release  indicates  
that he also couldn’t lay his 
hands on the necessary gas 
cutters and that the bridge’s 
design made such an at-
tempt unlikely to topple it.

All maintenance work-
ers’ trips up the bridge’s 
cables are supposed to be 
cleared with the police de-
partment’s intelligence di-
vision, according to Kelly.

— with Max Jaeger

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
There will be no white 

fl ag above our door.
Two bleached fl ags mys-

teriously took the place of 
the American fl ags atop the 
Brooklyn Bridge’s two 276-
feet towers early on Tues-
day morning.

The banners waved over 
the city for several hours 
until police scaled the ca-
bles of the iconic span and 
removed them. One Brook-
lyn pol said in no uncer-
tain terms that the borough 
won’t back down to prank-
sters, no matter what their 
intent.

“If fl ying a white fl ag 
atop the Brooklyn Bridge 
is someone’s idea of a joke, 
I’m not laughing,” Borough 
President Adams said. “The 
public safety of our city is 
of paramount importance, 
particularly our landmarks 
and bridges that are already 
known to be high-risk tar-

gets. We will not surrender 
our public safety to anyone, 
at any time.”

The stealth artists re-
sponsible apparently crept 
up the cables on either side 
of the bridge, blocking the 
lights illuminating the fl ag 
on the Brooklyn side at 
3:30 am and the Manhattan 
side’s at 3:42 am, according 
to police.

The culprits used alumi-
num baking pans to shroud 
the lights, according to dep-
uty commissioner of coun-
ter-terrorism John Miller, 
speaking at a press confer-
ence inside police head-
quarters.

Construction workers 
spotted the switcheroo at 
5:30 am and alerted the city, 
Miller said.

The anti-terror honcho 
said he doesn’t think the 
gag had any connection to 
politics.

“It may have been some-

body’s art project,” he said.
His boss said that the 

Police Department is nev-
ertheless taking the fl ags 
seriously.

“This is a matter of con-
cern despite the motive,” po-
lice chief Bill Bratton said.

Video shows four or fi ve 
people crossing the bridge 
as a group at around 3:10 
am, plus a few more minutes 
later, according to Miller.

“These people are of par-
ticular interest,” he said.

Miller said the un-sanc-
tioned fl ags appeared to 
have been bleached.

Police will conduct tests 
to determine where the 
fl ags came from and how 
they were altered, he said.

Miller speculated that 
the vandals may have climb-
ing experience from work-
ing construction and said 
that there may have been “a 
good deal of pre-operation 

NO SURRENDER: Borough 
President Adams called the 
white-fl ag prank a “terrorist 
act.” CNG / Noah Hurowitz FLAG DOWN: Police fold a white fl ag that spent hours fl uttering over the Brooklyn Bridge on Tuesday 

morning after someone replaced the pair of Old Glories that normally fl y above the bridge.  
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

GLORY GONE: Someone replaced the American fl ags that normally fl y from the towers of the city’s 
most iconic span with plain white fl ags sometime before Tuesday morning. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Flag-rant violation

Boro President: $5,000 reward for white-flag ‘terrorist’

Pranksters replace Star-Spangled banners 
on Brooklyn Bridge with bleached versions

Continued on page 5
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387
Annual Percentage Yield (APY) in effect as of July 7, 2014 and 

subject to change without notice. Minimum balance of $2,500 

to open account. There is a substantial penalty for early CD 

withdrawals. Fees could reduce earnings.  Member FDIC.

eNorthfield.com | (718) 448-1000

1.30%
3 Year CD

APY*

2.00%
5 Year CD

APY*

*

SUMMER 
CD 
SPECIALS

BY MAX JAEGER
Build It Back is fi nally 

living up to its name.
The problem-plagued 

Hurricane Sandy recovery 
program to repair storm-
damaged homes appears to 
have repaired itself, with a 
surge in applicants fi nally 
seeing results. 

In the three months 
since the city announced 
major changes to the fed-
erally funded program, 13 
times as many homeowners 
have received reimburse-
ments and 15 times as many 
reconstruction projects are 
underway.

Mayor DeBlasio ap-
pointed Amy Peterson back 
in March to lead the Mayor’s 
Offi ce of Housing Recovery, 
which administers Build It 
Back, with a mandate to re-
vamp the program, and the 
mayor credited that reshuf-
fl ing for gains he touted at 
an event in Canarsie on July 
17.

“Now, as a result of the 
overhaul we implemented 
earlier this year, hammers 
are hitting nails and reim-
bursement checks are being 
cashed,” he said. “This is 
just a start, and we are com-
mitted to getting every New 
Yorker the help they need to 
rebuild.”

 Build It Back had been 

under fi re for mismanage-
ment practically since its 
inception , with complaints 
of lost paperwork, misin-
formation, and redundant 
inspections.  Enrollment 
opened in June 2013 and 
closed that October, but by 
the start of 2014, the pro-
gram hadn’t paid a dime for 
reimbursements or broken 
ground on any reconstruc-
tion projects. By April 17  — 
 when the DeBlasio admin-
istration unveiled changes 
to the program  — only 30 
families had received re-
imbursement checks and 
the city had put shovels 
in the dirt on nine recon-
struction projects. 

But as of July 17, Build 
It Back has issued a total 
$6.37 million for 397 reim-
bursements and started 
132 reconstruction proj-
ects citywide in the sin-
gle-family program. More 
than a third of those re-
construction projects are 
in Brooklyn. Another 200 
projects should break 
ground in the borough 
over the coming weeks, ac-
cording to a Build It Back 
spokeswoman. 

The single-family pro-
gram, which is open to 
buildings with four or fewer 
units, includes more than 
15,000 applicants, and the 

mayor has pledged to reim-
burse 500 families that han-
dled their own repairs, and 
to complete 500 reconstruc-
tion projects by Sept. 1.

One of the changes im-
plemented since April was 
to put senior Build It Back 
staffers on the front line 
of  application processing, 
with applicants reporting 
smoother service and less 
lost paperwork as a result. 
The program has seen a 
17-percent increase in the 
monthly number of appli-
cations completed since the 
changes took effect.

One Gerritsen Beach 
homeowner who just com-
pleted her storm-damage 
repairs said the DeBlasio 
administration’s changes 
to the program helped get 
the work done sooner and 

Sandy recovery program 
recovering from bad start

OPENING DOORS: When she 
registered in October, Noelle 
Adamik of Gerritsen Beach was 
told she might wait more than 
a year for repairs, but after re-
forms to the program, Adamik’s 
project was fast-tracked.  
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Build It Back 
gets on track

Continued on page 6
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www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

Lose 1–3 Pant or Dress
Sizes in 2 Weeks—

WITH NO DOWNTIME

Now it’s possible to get a lean body like singer Rihanna’s 
with proven, safe & painless alternative to surgery.

The Zerona™ removes fat & reduces inches.
Zerona™ Laser of New York uses the new 100% non-
invasive, FDA approved, Zerona™, which targets & melts 
fat with 5 laser beams. The melted fat exits the body 
through the lymphatic system.

You can expect to experience a loss of 3-9
inches from the waist, hips & thighs and reduction in 
clothes size in two weeks.

“Inches are inches, and the Zerona™ removes inches,
more than four inches on the “test” case we did for The Doctors. 
I have to admit I didn’t believe it at first either.”

Dr. Drew Ordon—Lead Physician on the Hit TV Show
“The Doctors”

Are you right for Zerona™?
Attend a FREE workshop ($79 value)

Tuesday, July 29th at 6:30 pm or
Monday, August 11th at 7:30 pm

Limited Seating
Call (718) 234-6212
to reserve your seat.

Rihanna

SLIM STUBBORN  
FAT FROM

Tummy
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Hips
Thighs
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Love Handles
Chin & Neck
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Mayor DeBlasio is set-

ting his sights on Down-
town.

The former Sloper in 
chief touted a package of 
new and in-progress initia-
tives last Wednesday that 
include plans to connect 
and revamp area parks 
and to consider renting 
out space in a Department 
of Education building to 
stores. The package push 
will continue Downtown’s 
ascent, he said.

“The investments we 
are making will help Down-
town Brooklyn continue 
its rise, generate good jobs, 
and make this a more dy-
namic neighborhood to live 
and work,” DeBlasio said in 
a statement. 

One component is an 
already-under-consider-
ation “Brooklyn Strand” 
that proposes connecting 
Borough Hall with Brook-
lyn Bridge Park through 
an as-yet-unspecifi ed series 
of parks, plazas, and land-
scaped thoroughfares. The 
announcement included no 
details on how such a linear 
park would surmount the 

great wall created by the 
Brooklyn Bridge and the 
Brooklyn-Queens Express-
way, but it is music to the 
ears of Beep and Borough 
Hall habitue Eric Adams.

“I am excited to see 
Downtown Brooklyn’s full 
potential unlocked under 
this exciting plan, includ-
ing its unique open space, 
which will soon connect 
Brooklyn Borough Hall to 
our one-of-a-kind water-
front,” Adams said.

Also on tap is a look at 
renting out part of the edu-
cation department building 
at 65 Court St. to retailers 
and a move to overhaul the 
long-shuttered BAM Park 
in Fort Greene, the ground 
under which is danger-
ously unstable, but which 
the city says is “about to” 
reopen.

Concurrently with the 
government moves, 60 
groups are getting together 
to form a business improve-
ment district, according to 
the announcement.

DeBlasio’s horn-tooting 
came on the heels of a bro-
chure issued earlier in the 
week by the Downtown 

Downtown due for more parks, 
privatization under DeBlasio

Brooklyn Partnership re-
capping the area’s growth 
over the decade since its 
rezoning to allow sky-high 
development. The docu-
ment touts the creation of 
5,000 new apartments, 1,100 
new hotel rooms, and 10,000 
tech–sector jobs. The pro-
business group’s president 

said the city projects will 
help the area keep expand-
ing.

“Today’s announcement 
refl ects Mayor DeBlasio’s 
commitment to ensuring 
that this growth is not a 
fl ash in the pan, but a con-
tinued and sustained trend 
that jobs and housing for 

New Yorkers will con-
tinue to grow in Downtown 

Brooklyn,” said Tucker 
Reed in a statement.

CUT OFF: The city push includes a still-hazy plan to connect Brook-
lyn Bridge Park with Cadman Plaza and Columbus Park.

planning.”
They circumvented 

locked gates midway up the 
cable, which required spe-
cial equipment and some se-
rious guts, Miller said.

He added that, though 
the bridge towers are ex-
tremely visible, the Police 
Department is more con-
cerned with structurally 
vulnerable roadway and 
support infrastructure.

The Brooklyn Bridge 
was the target of a 2002 
Al Qaeda plot and former 
police chief Ray Kelly 
 boasted to the New York 
Times in 2011 that highly 
visible security measures, 
including police cars at ei-
ther end and a police boat 
in the East River,   deterred 
the attack . 

The measures did not 

faze the graffi ti vandal who 
 made a big mark on the 
Manhattan Bridge side of 
a support in 2012 , though 
 cops later arrested a sus-
pect for the tagging, accord-
ing to the New York Daily 
News .

Police responding to 
the latest visual disrup-
tion closed the bridge’s 
busy footpath around 11:30 
am, then offi cers outfi tted 
in hard hats and climb-
ing gear ascended the ca-
bles and removed the fl ags 
around noon.

Tourists trying to take a 
stroll over the bridge were 
upset about the closure, but 
said they were willing to 
wait it out.

“We only have one day 
in Brooklyn, so we’re pretty 
disappointed,” said Maren 
Messer, visiting with her 
family from Germany. “But 
we’ll try to see if it re-opens 
soon.”

Flags
Continued from page 3
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improved her overall ex-
perience.

“When Mayor Bill took 
over, he got the right people, 
because it really took off,” 
said Noelle Adamik.

Before April, Adamik 
said she dealt with a differ-
ent caseworker every time 
she called. But over the last 
few months, she worked with 
the same people — and they 
seemed more knowledgeable 
than before, she said. 

Adamik’s basement 

fl ooded during the storm, 
damaging the doorway con-
necting her basement to the 
rest of her home. Initially 
her case was marked “Pri-
ority 2,” and she was told it 
would be a long time before 
the city could get around to 
her house.

But after the new admin-
istration eliminated prior-
ity levels and began fast-
tracking simple projects in 
April, Adamik got bumped 
toward the front of the line, 
she said.

Adamik is happy her 
home is back together, 
but she feels a twinge of 

guilt that others with 
more serious damage are 
still treading water, she 
said.

“While I’m really glad 
that it’s done and was done 
professionally — and we’re 
very happy — people who 
are still waiting to move 
back into their homes 
probably should have been 
dealt with before us,” she 
said.

But a councilman from 
one hard-hit section of 
Brooklyn said the Mayor 
can’t take all the credit, and 
pointed out that the rebuild-
ing still has a long way to go 

nearly two years after the 
record-breaking storm.

“Coupled with aggres-
sive Council oversight, we 
have seen progress made 
by this administration and 
an understanding of how 
urgent this work is on be-
half of impacted property 
owners, renters, small 
businesses, and commu-
nities,” said Councilman 
Mark Treyger (D–Coney Is-
land) who heads the Coun-
cil’s Committee on Recov-
ery and Resiliency, who 
has held several raucous 
oversight hearings on the 
program.

BY MAX JAEGER
Bay Ridge’s newest block 

party got off on the right 
foot this year.

The year’s fi rst Sum-
mer Stroll on Third Avenue 
saw thousands of visitors 
on July 18 and some of the 
best weather in the Stroll’s 
three-year history. 

The four-part annual 
block party closed Third 
Avenue to traffi c between 
69th and 80th streets last 
Friday, allowing locals and 
visitors alike the chance to 
stroll the avenue, peruse 
area shops, and dine al 
fresco while sampling lo-
cal fare. One are merchant 
said the Stroll is beginning 
to rival Bay Ridge’s biggest 

street party.
“There were so many 

people. I looked down the 
street and it almost looked 
like the Third Avenue Fes-
tival,” Debra Capone, who 
owns Debra Rose Beauty 
Essentials, referring to the 
40-years-running Ridge  
street fair that takes place 
each September.

Indeed, the spectacle of 
crowds fi lling Third Ave-
nue is a major draw for at-
tendees, many said.

“It’s fun to see a lot of 
residents that live in the 
area come out and enjoy 
the avenue,” said Charlotte 
Mata, who lives on 69th 
Street at Ridge Boulevard 
and has visited the stroll 

every year.
Troupes of musicians 

performing American 
roots music, jazz, classic 
rock, opera, and Broad-
way hits were a big draw, 
as well.

“It was great — the 
music, the dancing — my 
daughter had a really good 
time,” said Evan Wagner, a 
Bensonhurst native who re-
cently defected to Staten Is-
land, but came back for the 
block party.

This year’s Stroll 
brought a few new offer-
ings, too.

Rather than hang a few 
frames, Gallery 364 set up 
a massive projection slide-
show of hundreds of pho-

tos taken by Ridgites Dave 
Foss, Dave Schwab, and 
Georgine Benvenuto, who 
founded the gallery.

“We couldn’t do this be-
fore, because it was rain-
ing,” Benvenuto said re-
ferring to soggy Summer 
Strolls of past years.

The stroll was more than 
a fun time for Ridgites and 
their four-legged friends — 
it’s a boon for businesses, 
which see fewer customers 
in hotter months, according 
to local merchants.

“It’s very helpful to the 
businesses,” Capone said. 

“Summer Stroll on 
Third Avenue” between 
80th and 90th streets on 
Aug. 8 and 15 at 6 pm.

STROLLING IN THE SUN: (Above) John Rafferty keeps the crowds 
dancing in front of neighborhood watering hole Pour House at the 
fi rst of four Third Avenue Summer Strolls on July 18. (Center) Al 
fresco diners at Giacomo’s soak in the sunshine from their table 
on Third Avenue. (Right) Evan Wagner and daughter Hailey are all 
smiles at the event. Photos by Steve Solomonson

The Summer Stroll is on a roll!

Build
Continued from page 4

Rob Pecha’s English bulldog Lola won fi rst prize at the Doggy 
Fashion Show during Park Slope’s Summer Stroll on July 18.
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Veins Veins Go Away
FOR THE TREATMENT OF VARICOSE VEINS, 
LEG SWELLING AND LEG WOUNDS

Dr. Natalie Marks: The First Vascular 
Medicine Specialist in Brooklyn
DIRECTOR OF THE VEIN CENTER

The Vein Center of
The Vascular Institute of New York
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases
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The events left Brook-
lyn’s Muslim community 
shaken, but united Jews 
and Arabs for a press event 
at the Islamic Society of Bay 
Ridge on Tuesday.

“To be honest, I am a 
little scared,” said Zein 
Rimawi, who helped found 
the society more than two 
decades ago but was not 
present during Sunday’s 
dustup. “I’m afraid next 
time they will come with 
something else — a ma-
chine gun, a grenade.”

During Friday’s inci-
dent, the perpetrators also 
threw eggs at three elderly 
Muslim men while shouting 
“This is for your Allah,” ac-
cording to Manaf Abdul, a 
spokesman for the Thayba 
Islamic Center. On Sunday, 
the drive-by aggressors 
hurled verbal attacks only, 
and members of the Islamic 
Society retaliated by throw-
ing bottles, injuring the 
driver, according to police.

The fl are-ups came as 
Israelis and Palestinians in 
the Gaza Strip lobbed rock-

ets at one another and Israel 
launched a ground invasion, 
marking the latest escala-
tion in back-and-forth vio-
lence sparked by the murder 
of three Israeli teenagers 
abducted in the West Bank 
last month. The fi ghting 
had killed 566 Palestinians 
and 27 Israelis by Monday, 
according to the Associated 
Press.

Jewish leaders came to 
the Bay Ridge society in the 
days following Sunday’s at-
tacks to apologize for the in-
cident, said Linda Sarsour, 
executive director of the 

Arab American Associa-
tion of New York.

One Jewish leader called 
for peace among Muslims 
and Jews, citing the two 
faiths’ historical ties.

“It really breaks my 
heart,” said Jewish commu-
nity leader Douglas Jablon. 
“We are relatives — we have 
the same grandfather, and 
we should act like it,” he 
said, referring to the biblical 
fi gure Abraham, considered 
by both Muslims and Jews 
their common ancestor.

The NYPD’s Hate Crimes 
Unit is investigating both 
incidents, said Capt. Ray-
mond Festino, commanding 
offi cer of the 68th Precinct. 

Sarsour said police told 
her they have identifi ed 
three teenaged suspects in 
the July 22 incident, but no 
arrests have been made yet.

Festino declined to give 
any information about the 
suspects, but Sarsour said 
she was told that they 
came from outside of Bay 
Ridge.

The police plan to post 
cops outside of the Islamic 
Society continuously until 
the Muslim holy month of 
Ramadan ends on July 28. 

Continued from page 1 

Peace

HERE’S THE DEAL: Linda Sar-
sour, executive director of the 
Arab American Association of 
New York, briefs the press on 
the details of an attack target-
ing Muslims in Bay Ridge. 
 Photo by Arthur De Gaeta
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Reality stars might have 

killed the music video, but 
the classic era of MTV is not 
forgotten.

A vintage music video 
afi cionado is bringing his 
vast knowledge of the sub-
ject to Williamsburg bar-
theater Videology on Aug. 
2, where he will give a talk 
on the art form’s heyday, 
the best clips of all time, 
and the time dolphins saved 
Axl Rose’s life. 

“I was in junior high to 
college from 1980 to 1990, 
and those were MTV’s 
shining years,” said Park 
Sloper Stephen Pitalo, ex-
plaining his interest in the 
subject. 

Pitalo runs a blog called 
“ The Golden Age of Music 
Video ,” and is working on 
a book of the same name. 
He has interviewed more 
than 60 music video direc-
tors in the course of his 
research, including the di-
rectors of many hair metal 
videos, Madonna’s videos, 
and John Landis, who di-
rected Michael Jackson’s 

Sloper: ‘I want my MTV back’

“ Thriller .” 
The golden age of mu-

sic video was between 1976 
and 1993, according to Pi-
talo. It began with Queen’s 
epic “ Bohemian Rhapsody ” 
video and ended with a se-
ries of overblown short 
fi lms for the songs on Guns 
‘N’ Roses’ “Use You Illusion” 
albums. In  one of those vid-
eos , Axl Rose jumps off of 
a battleship and is subse-

quently saved by a pod of 
dolphins.   

“That was at the time of 
multi-million dollar music 
videos and also when real-
ity television started with 
the real world,” said Pitalo. 
“Marketing people started 
dictating the creative pro-
cess, and like with any 
other creative process, the 
art suffered.”

Pitalo will also share 

some of his favorite music 
videos with the audience 
of his Videology presenta-
tion, which include Golden 
Earring’s “Twilight Zone,” 
Ian Hunter’s “ All of the 
Good Ones are Taken ,” and 
“ Drive ” by R.E.M. 

He will also offer some 
refl ections on the current 
state of music videos. 

“Things are totally and 
completely different in the 
ingestion of entertainment 
now,” said Pitalo. “Now, 
there are enormous per-
sonalities with enormous 
budgets like Lady Gaga and 
Weird Al, and the other side 
is people taking advantage 
of how cheap it is to make a 
clip now.”

Following the hour-
and-a-half presentation, 
Pitalo plans to video 
jockey classics for at least 
two hours. 

“The History of Music 
Video, Part One (Pre–1993)” 
at Videology [308 Bedford 
Ave. at S. First Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 782–
3468, www.videology.info]. 
Aug. 2 at 9 pm. $8.

TAPES AND TAPES: Music video connoisseur Stephen Pitalo un-
covers some old gems. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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When browsing through 
home décor and lifestyle 
magazines for ideas for a 
backyard patio, readers are 
usually teased with grandi-
ose designs and sprawling 
outdoor spaces, which can 
be far from feasible.  A solu-
tion may lie within the grasp 
of homeowners with mini-
mal back or side yard space 
and/or a limited budget, by 
turning to manufactured 
hardscape materials. Inter-
locking concrete pavers and 
segmental wallstones can 
add up to big benefi ts in a 
small patio footprint. 

An outdoor 
space, regardless 
of its size, can be 
multi-functional 
– fi gure out what 
you would like 

to see in the 
space. Often, 

a larger im-
pr e s sion 
can be 
achieved 

by utiliz-

ing materials that offer 
the most versatility. Inter-
locking concrete pavement 
systems are a durable and 
aesthetically pleasing al-
ternative to traditional pa-
tio blocks and poured or 
stamped concrete. 

Using larger sized pav-
ers, certain pattern designs 
and a centrally-placed inset 
of a circular or diamond-
shaped pattern arrange-
ment or placing pavers di-
agonally are ways to make a 
smaller space look bigger.  

When incorporating a 
refreshment bar or cook-
ing area, consider “bump-
ing out” these areas from 
the main patio confi gura-
tion and surrounding them 
with garden beds or path-
way approaches. A perim-
eter seat wall or bench seat 
notched into a wall system 
is perfect for casual seating 
and can be built from rock-
faced wall stones.  

For stairs to step down 
onto a patio from a back 

door, ready to install, cast 
stone treads in natural col-
ors are available in 48” and 
72” individual lengths or as 
a pre-packaged staircase 
kits or cast stone alterna-
tives that are more afford-
able than custom-cut nat-
ural bluestone and more 
durable than wooden steps.

Many components of a 
well-appointed outdoor liv-
ing space are available in 
scaled down versions that 
offer the same conveniences 
as larger items.  In lieu of a 
big, straight or L-shaped 
outdoor kitchen, look into 
a smaller food preparation 
and cooking unit made of 
wall stones.  Cambridge 
Outdoor Kitchen Modules 
measure only 75” long x 36’ 
deep.  They are pre-cut, pre-
packaged and sold with top-
of-the-line stainless steel ap-
pliance packages.  Pre-cut 
and pre-packaged Bar Mod-
ules complete with stainless 
steel bar center packages 
are only 92’” long x 42” deep 

and will survive the ele-
ments longer than the best 
bamboo tiki bar.  Another 
benefi t is these components 
will match with pavers or 
a wall system.  Cover them 
with an attractive, pre-
packaged, two-column per-
gola without taking up any 
additional ground space.  

If you have always 
wanted a fi re pit and there 
isn’t room in your patio 
space, build one just off the 
patio itself where it will be 
accessible a few steps away 
but visible from the patio.  
Cambridge Fire Pits mea-
suring 50” and less come 
round and square in an 
many textures and colors 
with grills, spark screens 
and covers and are also in 
pre-packaged kits ready to 
build.  To stimulate other 
senses, integrate a Cam-
bridge pond-less waterfall 
kit adjoining your patio 
without taking up space as-
sociated with a cascading, 
custom waterfall and pond. 

Consult an Authorized 
Cambridge Distributor to 
help you plot your small pa-
tio space.  Using Cambridge 
DesignScape Visualizer™ 
software, they can create 
realistic, computer-gener-
ated, full-color designs right 
before your eyes and allow 
you to preview the area – 
before and after – illustrat-
ing your new patio with any 
Cambridge Pavingstones, 
wall system and outdoor liv-
ing pre-packaged kit in the 
actual colors and patterns 
of your choice and calcu-
late real paver and wall re-
quirements.  You will need 
a digital photo of your back 
or side yard.  

If you are computer-
savvy, visit cambridgepav-
ers.com, download the 
software, and create im-
ages on your own.  If you 
are inclined to take on do-
it-yourself projects, you 

are invited to attend D.I.Y. 
Workshops hosted at Au-
thorized Cambridge Dis-
tributor locations.  

Charles H. Gama-
rekian is Chairman/CEO 
of Cambridge Pavers Inc., 
manufacturers of Cam-
bridge Pavingstones with 
ArmorTec®, Cambridge 
Wallstones and a full line of 
products for outdoor living.  
He is a founder and current 
board member of the In-
terlocking Concrete Pave-
ment Institute (ICPI), the 
North American trade as-
sociation representing the 
interlocking concrete paver 
industry. Mr. Gamarekian 
is recognized worldwide as 
an expert in his fi eld.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Big benefi ts from a small patio

Sals Transmissions 

Auto Repair Service

Extended Warranty Welcome  12 Month Warranty
WE SPECIALIZE IN 4X4
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www.salstrans.com
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asked why they weren’t in-
vited, so we said next year 
we’re going to make it way 
bigger,” she said.

So this year, every-
one is welcome — even 
Slytherins.

“I think Slytherin gets 
a bad reputation because 

every evil wizard ever 
was from Slytherin,” said 
Kaminski. “But really, 
Slytherins are just ambi-
tious and want to achieve 
greatness. It’s not all evil, 
racist purebloods.”

Kaminski, who is 24, said 
she sees the Harry Potter 
books as the great unifi er 
of her generation — a mas-
sive cultural force that she 
and everyone her age grew 

up with. 
“It’s a defi ning moment of 

my generations and it’s a mo-
ment that lasted a decade,” 
she said. 

“It provides this under-
current of connectivity.”

PotterCon at the Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. be-
tween Second and Third av-
enues, (718) 643–6510, www.
thebellhouseny.com]. Aug. 2 
at 2 pm. Free.

said, per the Post.
Stevens  agreed in June  

 to pay restitution  to the 
couples he fl eeced out of 
$1.8 million.  Rebar closed 
abruptly in May  with more 
than 200 weddings on its 
calendar, leaving dozens of 
couples in the lurch, some 
of whom had dropped tens 
of thousands of dollars in 
deposits. 

Now, one groom he 
agreed to pay back is saying 
he would rather see Stevens 
work off his debt than lan-
guish in a jail cell.

“He can’t make any 
money in jail,” said Chris-

tian Pascarella, who says 
he lost $17,000 to Stevens. 
“I’d rather him not be 
in prison and paying me 
back.”

The felony fraud and lar-
ceny charges Stevens pleaded 
guilty to were for stealing 
from the state by collecting 
more than $200,000 in sales 
taxes that he didn’t pass on, 
and failing to collect $1.2 mil-
lion more between 2009 and 
2012. 

Brooklyn’s top law-
man said the sentencing 
should serve as a deterrent 
to would-be fraudsters, and 
took pains to point out that 
tax money belongs to tax-
payers. 

“Today’s sentence sends 
a clear message that we will 

prosecute tax cheats and put 
them in prison for stealing 
money from the people of 
New York,” said District At-
torney Ken Thompson in a 
statement.

The language was ap-
parently in response to 
criticism that prosecutors 
pursued charges against 
Stevens for stealing from 
the government while let-
ting the wedding fraud 
slide.

Some couples showed up 
to the sentencing on Monday, 
according to news reports, 
but Pascarella wasn’t among 
them.

“I didn’t feel like getting 
out of work for this,” he said. 
“He’s cost me enough money, 
this guy.”

than you are to be asked 
which ingredient makes 
a cake rise,” said Ki-
ernan, who previously 
hosted VH1 game show 
“The World Series of Pop 
Culture.” “It’s not to be 
confused with a hardcore 
Food Network program.”

Kiernan works with 
David Jacobson of orga-
nizer TrivWorks to de-
velop the questions and 
categories for the game. 
Jacobson has been run-
ning shows like this one 
for the past seven years, 
and has been working 
with Kiernan for the last 
three. He expects the Bell 
House event to be better 
than the average trivia 
night.

“It’s a high-energy, 
raucous trivia night,” he 
said. “It’s not your typical 
boring bar trivia.”

The audience will 
break up into teams and 
go through four rounds 
of questions posed by Ki-
ernan. The top two teams 
will face off on stage in 
the fi nal round. And be-
tween rounds, two audi-

ence members will be se-
lected for a head-to-head 
showdown.

Prizes at the event all 
involve local food produc-
ers and area restaurants.

Kiernan has been 
an anchor on NY1 since 
1997, and is best known 
for his morning weekday 
segment “In the Papers,” 
which summarizes the 
big stories from each of 
the daily newspapers. Ja-
cobson has noticed that 
most of the folks that turn 
out for the Kiernan trivia 
nights already feel a con-
nection to the hosts.

“They feel like they’ve 
known Pat since they’ve 

moved to New York,” 
he said. “They just go 
crazy.”

And Kiernan said he 
likes putting in some 
face-time with his de-
voted following.

“It’s fun for me to get 
out from behind my bub-
ble at NY1,” he said. “It 
gives me the chance to 
say hi, and it’s nice to be 
able to see my audience.”

“Pat Kiernan’s Trivia 
Food Fight” at the Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. be-
tween Second and Third 
avenues in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510, www.triv-
works.com/foodtrivia]. 
July 29 at 7 pm. $26.

Continued from page 1 
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Coney Island has long 
been known for its offbeat 
entertainment — think freak 
shows, fire eaters, and con-
tortionists. 

But the sun and sand 
capital of Brooklyn is also 
the place for family fun, and 
Peggy O’Neill’s is doing its 
part to bring that to the fore-
front. 

Every Sunday at 1 pm it 
offers a magic show — good, 
clean family-friendly enter-
tainment for everyone. Tick-
ets are $12; $8 for kids under 
12. They can be purchased 
via a link at the restaurant’s 
website or at the door. 

Food and drinks are avail-
able to order off the menu, 
and the show lasts about two 
hours. Expect to be amused 
by five different magicians, 
some of whom may ask you 
to participate on stage with 
them. There are new acts and 
performers each week. Some 
entertainers are mentalists 
and escape artists. Others 

may astound you with rope 
tricks, and by pulling huge 
items out of small hats. One 
magician ripped a newspa-
per before our eyes, and put 
it back together instantly. 
There is no special lighting 
or dark curtains on the stark 
stage, making the magic all 
the more amazing. 

After the show, have fun 
posing for photos, and see if 
your favorite magician might 
reveal some secrets. 

Stay for the country west-
ern celebration, which be-
gins at 3 pm on Sundays. A 
live band plays outdoors, and 
there’s a big barbecue bash 
with chicken, ribs, hamburg-
ers, and hot dogs. A large 
fryer whips up the French 
fries.  

At Peggy’s, there’s always 
something special going 
on. Happy Hour lasts Mon-
days through Fridays, from 
3 to 7 pm when there are $3 
drafts, $3 well drinks, and 
$5 Long Island iced teas. On 
Mondays, Happy Hour is ex-

tended, so you can come for 
karaoke from 5 to 11 pm, sing 
and imbibe.

On Saturdays, there’s 
an outdoor music festival 

from 3 to 8:30 pm. Bands en-
tertain while patrons enjoy 
food such as stadium burg-
ers — hamburgers topped 
with pastrami, mustard, 

Swiss cheese and cole slaw, 
with some sliced pickles on 
the side.

The burger menu is one 
of Peggy’s latest enhance-
ments, offering a variety of 
possibilities. If you’re really 
hungry, order The Ultimate 
— two burger patties, pulled 
pork, fried onions, and ched-
dar cheese, topped with a 
special sauce. Just in case 
that’s not enough, it comes 
with regular fries, or Peggy’s 
fries — deep-fried potatoes, 
sprinkled with garlic and 
grated Romano cheese.

Peggy O’Neill’s is known 
for its chicken wings, offered 
dry, with Buffalo sauce, bar-
becue sauce, lemon-butter, 
or sweet and sour. Come the 
fall, wings and beer specials 
are available on Sundays, 
when as many as six foot-
ball games may be playing 
on the various television sets 
throughout the indoor din-
ing area.

Other items on the en-
hanced menu include pas-

trami sandwiches, sliders, 
turkey burgers, Caesar’s 
salad, hot dogs, and brats. 
A blackboard displays daily 
specials. Children’s meals 
start at $6.95.

For dessert, enjoy treats 
like Amaretto ice cream 
truffles, rolled in almonds 
and chocolate chips. 

The indoor bar is usu-
ally lively. The restaurant is 
available for parties, cater-
ing, and takeout. For sure, 
Peggy O’Neill’s keeps the 
eclectic in Coney Island. 
It’s been doing so for eleven 
years, and is full of surprises 
and fun for everyone.

Peggy O’Neill’s [1904 
Surf Ave. between W. 16th 
and W. 17th streets, in Co-
ney Island, (718) 449–3200, 
www.peggyoneillsny.com]. 
Open seven days a week, 11 
am–2 am. The kitchen is 
open until 11 pm, Sundays 
through Thursdays, and 
until midnight on Fridays 
and Saturdays. Friend Peg-
gy’s on Facebook.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Peggy O’Neill’s is rockin’ summer fun

PAT’S BACK: NY1 and WABC host Pat Kiernan is coming back 
to the Bell House to test the borough’s knowledge of food in 
popular culture. Super Duper Photographic
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Beautifully designed, 
built to last.

Charles H. Gamarekian
Founder/Chairman/CEO

BACKYARD PATIOS & OUTDOOR LIVING ROOMS  PAVINGSTONES  WALL SYSTEMS

With ArmorTec®

Both Cambridge pavingstones shown above were installed in
residential driveways in 2006 (Photos taken in January 2010).

Plan your total patio makeover with Cambridge! 

Without ArmorTec®

MASTRO CONCRETE, INC.
15433 Brookville Blvd, Rosedale, NY 11422

CALL: (718) 528-6788 VISIT: www.mastroconcrete.com


