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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
A scheme to rent out a big 

chunk of the Red Hook library 
branch to an arts group is a sweet-
heart deal that sells out everyday 
bookworms, residents argued at a 
packed community board meeting 
inside the branch last Thursday.

Dozens turned out to the eve-
ning meeting of Community 
Board 6’s land use committee 
concerning the fate of the library, 
most to condemn the privatization 
plan.

“Taking away the library 
would be killing parents who 
need it for their kids,” said Lydia 
Bellahcene, a Sunset Park resi-
dent who said she lived her entire 
life in Red Hook before Hurricane 
Sandy displaced her.

The committee ultimately de-
cided to postpone voting on the 
issue till August, saying it did not 
have enough information to go 
on. The committee let it be known 
that if before the next meeting the 
library moves forward with the 
push, which entails carving up 
three- or four-tenths of the prose 
dispensary to allow the real es-
tate organization Spaceworks to 
rent it out to performance artists 
at supposedly affordable rates, it 
is opposed. 

Construction on the dance- 
and theater-studio space would 
coincide with other needed re-

Continued on page 11

Suit threat to Methodist growth
BY NOAH HUROWITZ

These Slopers 
still have some fi ght 
left in them.

A Park Slope ac-
tivist group is suing 
New York Methodist 
Hospital in a last-
ditch effort to halt 
the medical center’s planned ex-
pansion, which it says will over-
whelm the neighborhood with 
traffi c, smog, and out-of-place ar-
chitecture. The city has approved 
the project, but the latest attempt 
to block it is based on the claim, 
often used by anti-development 
activists, that an environmental 
study has to be done before con-

struction can pro-
ceed.

“It seems to me 
that Methodist has 
not been playing 
by the rules or fol-
lowing the letter of 
the law,” said Eve 
Gartner, a member 

of Preserve Park Slope, which is 
bringing the suit. “When you do 
something this big and fundamen-
tally altering of the community, 
you need to play by the rules.”

Preserve Park Slope has been 
doing battle with Methodist for 
more than a year since the hos-
pital fi rst announced its plan to 

Continued on page 6
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A slimmed-down Sandy the Seagull impersonates an old-fat-Elvis impersonator 
for Elvis Night’s festivities at MCU Park on July 26. Photo by Steve Solomonson
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Thank you very much

Library 
plan gets 
panned
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
A Fort Greene dance 

center is trying to use 
Google’s nascent face-
computer to help people 
with Parkinson’s disease 
get their groove back.

The Mark Morris Dance 
Group won a $25,000 grant 
in early July to come up 
with a Google Glass app 
to help Parkinson’s suffer-
ers. The Lafayette Avenue 
center has been running 
dance-therapy classes 
for 13 years, and it hopes 
to use the head-mounted 
smartphones to bring the 
techniques into people’s 
homes.

“We’re thinking about 
ways we can expand what 
we do in the dance class 
beyond the studio,” said 
David Leventhal, program 
director of Dance for PD, a 
collaboration between the 
Mark Morris Dance Group 
and the Brooklyn Parkin-
son Group.

Leventhal’s program 
already offers a DVD of 
its routines but he thinks 
that Glass, which can be 
controlled using voice 
commands or a touch-
pad located on the side of 
the glasses, will free up 
people’s hands and allow 
them to do the exercises 
wherever and whenever 
they want.

“We want to offer the 
lessons in the most porta-
ble way possible,” he said.

The class uses mu-
sic and repetitive move-
ment to help people with 
Parkinson’s regain con-
trol of their bodies and, 
sometimes, become un-
stuck when their limbs 
aren’t responding to their 
brains’ commands, Leven-
thal said. The practice and 
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By Max Jaeger

Always wanted to learn a musical 
instrument, but held back by stage 
fright? Try a little liquid courage.

A pair of Park Slope music teachers are 
helping their adult students allay first-timer 
jitters by pairing beginner guitar and violin 
lessons with alcohol. Instead of starting 
lessons with scales or chords, string ticklers 
Pete Lanctot and Ginger Dolden kick off 
their Booze Violin and Booze Guitar group 
classes by pouring their pupils a drink or 
two.

“You have all these inhibitions when you 
first start, and it’s really hard for people 

to relax,” said Lanctot, a certified music 
teacher and faculty member at the Brooklyn 
Conservatory of Music in Park Slope. “We 
figured if we tied in booze somehow would 
make a fun environment.”

But the hooch is as much a social lubri-
cant as a creative one, and serving drinks is 
also about helping students in a group class 
open up to one another, Dolden said.

“It’s a lonely process if you’re embarking 
on trying to play an instrument as an adult,” 
she said. “Having a community is key if 
you’re trying to started.”

The duo teaches the liquored-up lessons 
to groups of 10–15 adults over an eight-week 

semester at their Navy Yard studio. The 
course culminates in a recital performance 
at a local music venue — in years past, 
the classes have performed at Littlefield 
and Shapeshifter Lab in Gowanus, Lanctot 
said.

When they’re not rocking Brooklyn bars, 
Lanctot and Dolden also give private les-
sons. But they added three “booze” classes 
to their repertoire in 2013 to reach more 
people, they said. The lessons were such 
a hit, the duo is now accepting enroll-
ments for three ginned-up guitar classes 
and eight vino-imbued violin classes this 
fall. Students can choose from weekday 

evening or weekend afternoon time slots for 
the one-hour sessions, and can bring their 
own axe or rent one. 

A former violin student said the classes 
provided a comfortable environment for 
picking up what is often considered a 
tough-to-learn instrument.

“The group lessons are actually a lot of 
fun — there’s not as much attention on you 
so you can relax a little,” said past student 
Emily Gref, who lives in Kensington. “Of 
course, the drinks help with that.”

Booze Violin and Booze Guitar courses 
run Sept. 20 to Nov. 13. Visit www.bantam-
studios.com to sign up. $200.

Slopers teach boozy music lessons

Teacher’s helper: Music instructors Ginger Dolden 
and Pete Lanctot give their adult students a drink or 
two to help them loosen up. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

String and tonic

INSIDE

Your entertainment
guide Page 27

HOW TO REACH US

Police Blotter ....................8
Letters ............................... 16
Borough President ........ 17
Standing O ......................26
Sports ............................... 37

Google funding Fort Greene studio’s Parkinson’s dance-therapy app
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PEOPLE MOVERS: (Right) David Leventhal tries on Google Glass. 
Leventhal runs a Parkinson’s disease dance-therapy program (top) 
out of the Mark Morris Dance Center. He hopes to use the new tech-
nology (above) to let people bring the class home.  

A HEART OF GLASS

pace provided by dance 
instruction works as ther-
apy and as a coping mech-
anism for the acute onset 
of symptoms, according to 
a woman who suffers from 
the disease, runs a ther-
apy class, and helped with 
the initial planning of the 
Glass project. 

“One of the many ways 
in which Parkinson’s af-
fects you is that it affects 
the way you move — your 
posture, your stride, your 
balance,” Pamela Quinn 

said. “Dance is an art form 
that deals with these very 
issues.”

Dancing makes peo-
ple focus on their bodies, 
and the music provides a 
rhythm for them to move 
to, Quinn said.

“It provides a structure 
that can be used to prac-
tice movement,” she said. 

Google issued the 
grant as part of a contest 
that garnered 1,300 ap-
plications. The company 
selected five winners to 

receive cash, a set of the 
face-computers, a trip to 
Google’s headquarters for 
training, and access to de-
velopers.

The marketing com-
pany SS+K is helping 
Mark Morris engineer the 
software. Kevin Skobac, 
who works on digital strat-
egy for the company, said 
a major limitation of Glass 
is that the battery life is 
short. That means the Par-
kinson’s dance app will 
have to limit the length of 

videos it plays through the 
optical display, which proj-
ects an image in front of 
the wearer’s eye, he said. 
Instead of a full video rou-
tine, it will probably play a 
short clip followed by some 
type of audio cue or music 
that keeps the rhythm go-
ing, he said.

This is the type of inno-
vation Google is trying to 
promote, he said.

“Google is trying to 
push boundaries,” he 
said.
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
A mid-range Boerum Hill grocery 

store’s planned August closure spells 
the end of affordable shopping in the 
neighborhood, according to residents 
who are demanding the building’s 
new owners allow the shop to stay.

A group of developers bought the 
Met Foods on Smith Street between 
Baltic and Warren streets for $18.5 
million in May, according to reports, 
and an employee stated the shuttering 
advertised on signs outside is sched-
uled to happen by the end of August. 
Whatever the investors have planned 
for the site won’t provide the same 
community service as the chain store, 
which is among the last workaday su-
permarkets in the area, according to 
a neighbor who penned a petition call-
ing to stop the closure.

“Every time something closes in 
the neighborhood people say ‘Oh, gen-
trifi cation,’ but I’m sick of hearing 
that — as if the community can’t do 
anything about it,” said Annie Schoen-
ing. “I want to send a message to devel-
opers and to the community that this 
isn’t outside the realm of our control.”

The store’s departure will leave 
the high-end Union Market on Court 
Street and Whole Foods Market in 
Gowanus, as well as the store-brand-
only Trader Joe’s on Atlantic Avenue, 
as the area’s big grocers, with a C-
Town on Bond Street being the only 
comparably priced food store within 
fi ve blocks of the closing Met Foods. 
Another Met Foods and a Key Food sit 

seven and nine blocks away, respec-
tively.

One longtime shopper said the clos-
ing will be a big hassle for everyone 
living nearby.

“This could really be devastating,” 
said Louis Garcia, who said he has 
frequented the store for a decade and 
was carrying out a load of groceries 
on Monday.

Garcia said that the big chains are 
threatening the stores depended on by 
lower-earning residents of the neigh-

borhood where the median household 
income is $71,999, according to census 
data.

“Stores like Trader Joe’s and Whole 
Foods are taking away business, but 
they’re not economically viable for a 
lot of people,” he said

Met Foods and the group of devel-
opers did not respond to requests for 
comment.

Thirty-eight people had  signed the 
petition to save the store  as of Wednes-
day morning.

B’Hill grocery store closure sparks shopper agita

SAVE OUR STORE!: Annie Schoening is trying to fi ght the closure of the Smith Street Met 
Foods, which she says will disrupt the lives of poor and elderly people. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

Call it a Met loss

Neighbors of the Met Foods on Smith Street are bemoan-

ing its impending closure, saying that it will leave them 

without a no-frills place to grab groceries in the neigh-

borhood. We paid a visit to the doomed supermarket and 

the two nearest ones to see how their prices compare. Be-

low are the costs of the cheapest of a smattering of staple 

items at each shop — and it turns out C-Town gives Met 

Foods a run for its money.

 Met Foods  Union Market  C-Town

Head of lettuce $2 $2.69 $1.99

Gallon of milk $4.79 $5.99 $3.79

Loaf of wheat bread $2.99 $4.99 $2.99

A dozen eggs $1.99 $6.99 $2.99

Can of black beans $0.99 $1.89 (they’re organic) $1.19

How they stack up

X-ED: The demise of the Smith Street Met Foods, marked with X, 
means a further schlep and one fewer no-frills grocery store for 
area shoppers. The area grocers: 1. Met Foods,  2. Union Market, 3. 
C-Town, 4. Met Foods, 5. Trader Joe’s, 6. Key Food, 7. Whole Foods
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
The popular Park Slope 

gay bar Excelsior is closing 
on Sunday, but its owners 
say this fi nal call won’t be 
their last.

The proprietors are 
busy browsing real estate 
listings and are confi dent 
they’ll fi nd another place 
to set up shop before long, 
a feeling they say the pub’s 
name helps them maintain.

“ ‘Excelsior’ means ever 
onward and upward, and 
that’s what we plan on do-
ing,” said Mark Nayden, 
one of the bar’s co-founders. 
“There’s been a black cloud 
hanging over everything, 
but I don’t want the negativ-
ity anymore. We’re going 
to fi nd a better space and 
we’re going to continue to 
serve the community.”

Nayden found out in 
June that the bar was going 

to be losing its home. He and 
his husband have managed 
Excelsior for 15 years, hav-
ing moved into the building 
shortly after their landlord 
bought it. They opened with 
a 15-year lease, and were in 
the process of renegotiat-
ing it earlier this summer 
when their landlord said he 

intended to sell.
Nayden said the land-

lord gave them the choice to 
purchase the property for 
$2.2 million, but on short 
notice raising that amount 
was out of the question.

The landlord declined to 
comment, saying that the 
sale is still pending.

Park Slope is now 
crammed with bars and res-
taurants, many of them gay-
friendly, but Nayden said 
when he fi rst opened the sa-
loon, establishments like it 
were few and far between.

“Fifteen years ago, there 
wasn’t much else,” he said. 
“We’ve really been an an-
chor in the community, and 
we’re proud of that.”

The bar has been more 
of a neighborhood watering 
hole than a pick-up spot, ac-
cording to one regular.

“This sounds cliche, 

but we compare it a lot to 
‘Cheers,’ ” Chris Christman 
said. “It’s a neighborhood 
bar that happens to be a gay 
bar.”

Christman said he was 
on hand for Excelsior’s 

long-ago opening day and 
plans to grab a stool at the 
next one.

The closing could not 
have come at a more hec-
tic time for the pair of bar-
keeps.

On Monday employees 
and Excelsior regulars 
were busy preparing for 
Nayden’s wedding to his 
business partner and boy-
friend of 24 years Richard 
Kennedy.

BITTERSWEET SYMPHONY: Mark Nayden (left) and Richard Kennedy just happened to have their wed-
ding scheduled the week before their bar Excelsior is set to close. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

A CUT ABOVE: This popular 
Fifth Avenue gay bar is not long 
for this block. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Excelsior excised

WHAT IS ROTARY?
Rotary is a group of local business people who 
get together weekly to network and do charitable 
work in their community.

This year we’ve focused on helping 
disadvantaged pregnant women to 
become self reliant, and we also 
brought a 5 year old Haitian boy to NYC 
to have open heart surgery.

Join us! For questions or information, contact 
incoming club president Angelicque Moreno 
at (718) 802-1616; AMoreno@jkavanzino.com.

The Brooklyn 
Bridge Rotary 
Club meets 
every Thursday 
in Downtown 
Brooklyn.

Park Slope gay bar closing after 15 years

For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer, smartphone, or iPad, visit BrooklynDaily.com.
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
One of the borough’s big-

gest arts institutions was 
on the national stage on 
Monday.

The Brooklyn Academy 
of Music received the Na-
tional Medal of Arts during 
a White House ceremony 
presided over by President 
Obama and fi rst lady Mi-
chelle Obama. The com-
mander in chief had high 
praise for the 153-year-old 
venue and its fellow medal 
recipients.

“The moments you help 
create — moments of under-
standing or awe or joy or 
sorrow — they add texture 
to our lives,” Obama said. 
“They are not incidental to 
the American experience — 
they are central to it. They 
are essential to it.”

The award has been 
given out by the National 
Endowment for the Arts an-
nually since 1984, honoring 
individuals and institutions 
that have made signifi cant 
contributions to the arts. 
The citation accompanying 
the Brooklyn medal reads:

“For innovative contri-
butions to the performing 
and visual arts. For over 

150 years, BAM has show-
cased the works of both es-
tablished visionaries and 
emerging artists who take 
risks and push boundar-
ies.”

The day after all the 
pomp, a venue honcho was 

walking on air.
“I’m still fl oating,” said 

Joe Melillo, and executive 
producer at the arts com-
plex. “One day you’re just 
doing your job, the next day 
you get invited to the White 
House.”

Prez honors Fort Greene arts venue

HEAVY MEDAL: (Above) Karen 
Brooks Hopkins, president of 
the (left)  Brooklyn Academy 
of Music, receives the National 
Medal of Arts from President 
Obama during a ceremony at 
the White House on Monday. 
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build an eight-story,  U-
shaped outpatient center 
along Fifth Street, Eighth 
Avenue, and Sixth Street. 
The new building is slated 
to include a surgery facil-
ity, an urgent-care center, 
a 300-spot parking garage, 
and a cancer center, among 
other facilities. 

The  Board of Standards 
and Appeals signed off on 
the project in June  despite 
a series of detailed counter-
arguments by opponents, 
including  a plan they drew 
up for a lower-slung version 
of the facility .

The latest offensive 
seeks to have the approval 
process voided for suppos-
edly violating laws that 
require a detailed environ-

mental impact statement 
created in consultation 
with multiple government 
agencies, rather than Meth-
odist’s more cursory envi-
ronmental assessment.

“A project of this size 
presumptively requires an 
EIS, but that wasn’t done 
here,” Gartner said.

The litigants also claim 
that Methodist has not 
shown why the expansion 
is necessary in the fi rst 
place.

Methodist tweaked its 
plans several times before 
getting city approval, and 
a spokeswoman for the hos-
pital said the new lawsuit 
was “without merit” and 
could stall a project that is 
vital to the community. 

“We are disappointed 
that a small, special-in-
terest group has chosen 
to ignore the land use pro-

cess and file this suit,” 
Lyn Hill said. “It could 
delay construction of the 
Center for Community 
Health, a facility that will 
bring much-needed access 
to cutting-edge outpatient 
healthcare to Brooklyn 
residents.”

Methodist has not an-
nounced when demolition 
will begin on the 16 town-
houses in the expansion’s 
footprint, some of them 
dating to the 19th century, 
or when construction on 
the new facility will begin, 
but there is no indication 
the lawsuit has slowed the 
process so far. A search of 
property records turned up 
no demolition permits on 
any of the threatened town-
houses. The Department of 
Buildings would have to ap-
prove such permits before 
work could start.

Continued from cover
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CPAP MACHINE & ACCESSORIES

Contact us at:

WWW.WELCARESUPPLY.COM

COMPLETE LINE OF SURGICAL, MEDICAL, 
& RESPIRATORY EQUIPMENT

- Se habla español - 

ORTHOPEDIC SUPPORTS
Ankle Supports, Back Supports, Knee Support Arthritis

DIABETIC ORTHOPEDIC SHOES
Orthopedic Shoes 
and Compression 
Stockings, all are 

Covered by Insurance

   Braces  

CUSTOM 
ORDERS: 

Home evaluations at no cost to Prosthetics and Orthotics Shoes

ELECTRIC 
WHEEL
CHAIR 

INCONTINENCE SUPPLIES

RESPIRATORY CARE 
SUPPLIES / DIABETES:

OUTPATIENT AID / HOSPITAL BEDS / MATTRESSES AND AIR GEL BATHROOM 
SAFETY / INCONTINENCE

ACCEPT MOST HEALTH INSURANCE: ALL KINDS OF MEDICARE, MEDICAID, HMO’S

LET US SHOW YOU how you could cover all your medical hygiene products through your insurance 
YOU!  

Ask your doctor to prescribe medical equipment and hygiene products 
(bags, diapers, etc..) and call us with your order!
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76TH PRECINCT
CARROLL GARDENS-COBBLE HILL–RED HOOK

Bad blood
A fi ght broke out between coworkers at 

a Smith Street deli on July 21, leaving one 
employee bruised and another in hand-
cuffs, police said.

The colleagues at the deli between First 
Place and Second Street started to bicker 
before 1 pm and the dispute soon came to 
blows, according to a police report.

One of the fellows punched the other 
in the arm and cops slapped the cuffs on 
him, police said.

Seeing green
A man tried to abscond with hundreds 

of dollars worth of merchandise from a 
Beard Street store on July 25, but it wasn’t 
his lucky day, cops said.

The fellow was trying to leave the Red 
Hook store with the stolen goods when an 
employee confronted him, a report states. 
The 37-year-old suspect assaulted the 
worker in his rush to get away, but didn’t 
manage to leave the store, according to 
offi cers, who say they found him at 10:52 
am and charged him with robbery, petit 
larceny, and criminal possession of stolen 
goods.

Stranger danger
Three wannabe toughs jumped a man 

on Smith Street on July 19, law enforce-
ment offi cials reported.

The man was trying to hail a cab near 
Ninth Street at 3:30 am when three louts 
approached, per police.

“Hey stranger!” yelled one of the 
fi ends, who then clocked the fellow in the 
face, according to offi cers. A second brute 
grabbed the 26-year-old man’s bag and the 
third kicked him twice in the stomach, po-
lice said. The scalawags made off with a 
credit card and $60 in cash, according to 
the authorities.

The victim was transported to Long Is-
land College Hospital, where he received 
seven stitches above his right eyebrow, po-
lice said. — Noah Hurowitz

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–BOERUM HILL–

DOWNTOWN

Snatch and bash
A predatory pair punched a man in the 

face and grabbed his electronic tablet as 
he rode a Church Avenue-bound G train 
on July 15, according to the authorities.

The 28-year-old victim said he was sit-
ting on the train at 8 pm when the goon 
came over and snatched the device just as 
the doors of the car were opening at the 
Bergen Street stop.

The victim turned around and received 
a swift punch to the back of the head from 
a second straphanger, cops said. Both 
brutes took off running towards the Court 
Street exit, police said.

Bike trip
A thief stole a bicycle from the hallway 

of an Atlantic Avenue building on July 10 
or 11, the authorities said.

A 28-year-old cyclist said his carbon-fi -
ber road bike was in the hallway when he 
left his apartment between Nevins Street 
and Third Avenue on July 10 at 3 pm. But 
when he returned the next day at 2 pm, the 
bike was gone, offi cers said.

Gun fi shing
A burglar stole a handgun from a car 

parked at the corner of Clark Street and 
Cadman Plaza West on July 11, law en-
forcement offi cials said.

The 55-year-old gun owner said he 
stowed his Glock 27, magazine, and nine 
rounds of ammunition under the driver’s 
seat when he parked the car and got on the 
train at 11:00 am.

He returned a half-hour later and the 
piece had been pilfered, cops said. There 
were no signs of forced entry to the vehi-
cle, according to a police report.

Q lose
A pickpocket put hands on a woman’s 

wallet on a Brooklyn-bound Q train on 
July 13, police said.

The 24-year-old woman said she 
boarded the Q train in Manhattan at 3:30 
pm and realized the wallet was gone when 
she got to the DeKalb Avenue station at 4 
pm.

The crook used the debit card to pur-
chase MetroCards at two different loca-
tions before the victim canceled it, accord-
ing to police.

Run the jewels
A burglar made off with a bunch of jew-

elry from a State Street apartment some-
time between June 30 and July 14, cops 
said.

A 48-year-old resident of the apartment 
between Clinton Street and Sidney Place 
said her jewelry box was on the bureau 
in her bedroom when she left for a trip to 
Tennessee at 3 pm on June 30.

She returned at 8 am on July 14 and 
discovered 33 items missing, according to 
a report. The baubles included rings, ear-
rings, and watches estimated to be worth 
$8,900, the report says.

Spicing things up
Authorities arrested two women who 

they said stole another woman’s cellphone 
and sprayed her with pepper spray outside 
of a Livingston Street restaurant July 16.

The 24-year-old victim said she was 
smoking a cigarette in front of the res-
taurant between Gallatin Place and Hoyt 
Street at 11 pm when the 23- and 24-year-
old suspects came over, grabbed her de-
vice, and sprayed her in the face.

Disrespected elders
A bandit stole a woman’s purse from 

her room in a Dean Street nursing home 
on July 18, according to a report.

The 68-year-old victim said an bandit 
came into her room in the facility between 
Hoyt and Bond streets sometime between 
6:30 and 7:30 pm. The fi end grabbed her 
purse and scrammed, cops said. The bag 
contained $57 in cash, a debit card, a Met-
roCard and three rings, police said.

Basement bust
Police captured a suspected burglar 

they found hiding out in the basement of 
a Pacifi c Street residence on July 18, alleg-
edly waiting to break into the apartment 
upstairs, according to the authorities.

The homeowners told cops they were at 
the home between Hoyt and Bond streets 
watching a movie at 10:41 pm when they 
heard someone enter their cellar. They 
called police and offi cers, who arrived 
minutes later and found a 49-year-old man 
in the cellar and slapped cuffs on him, a 
police report says. — Matthew Perlman

90TH PRECINCT
SOUTHSIDE–BUSHWICK

Surprise 
A machete-wielding robber ambushed 

a teenager on Stagg Walk on July 27 and 
got away with his phone, wallet, and bicy-
cle, police said.

The 18-year-old victim said he was 
walking between Leonard Street and 
Manhattan Avenue at 5 pm when the ma-
rauder came out of the shadows wielding 
the big blade along with a pocketknife.

“Give me everything you got,” the ruf-
fi an said, then put the machete up to the 
victim’s face, per a report.

The victim forked over his phone, wal-
let, red mountain-bike, headphones, and 
MetroCard, offi cers said. The victim told 
police he did not see where the thief ran 
off to afterwards. 

Help is on its way — out
A pair of villains posed as good Samar-

itans to get close to a woman so they could 
rob her on S. Eighth Street on July 27, of-
fi cers said.

The 31-year-old victim said she was 
standing in front of her friend’s building 
between Wythe Avenue and Berry Street 
at 5:05 am, distraught and trying to call 
her neighbor on the phone to get inside. 
The cretinous twosomes strolled up and 
said they would wait with her, according 
to a report.

“Don’t cry. We will help you,” one of 
the ne’er-do-wells told her, per police.

When the friend fi nally opened the 
door, the louts grabbed the waiting wom-
an’s iPhone out of her hand and scrammed 
towards Bedford Avenue, an NYPD ac-
count says.

Motor-cross
Cops cuffed a couple of guys who they 

say stole a motorcycle out of a Wythe Av-
enue parking garage on July 11 and rode 
it to Queens.

The victim said he parked his hog in a 
lot at the corner of Keap Street at 7:30 pm. 
He thought it was safe until he heard from 
a police offi cer, who told him he had found 
the ride dumped in Queens, according to 
cops.

The police arrested two suspects they 
reported were caught on camera.

94TH PRECINCT
GREENPOINT–NORTHSIDE

No fare
A lousy customer stole a cab on 

McGuinness Boulevard on July 24 after 
the driver demanded that the guy pay his 
hefty bill, cops reported.

The 32-year-old victim said he picked 
up the man at the corner of Atlantic Av-
enue and Flatbush Avenue at 11:55 pm 
and drove the man to Queens, then to 
Broadway and Myrtle Avenue in Bush-
wick. Three-quarters of the way through 
the ride, the cabbie stopped the car at the 
corner of McGuinness Boulevard and 
Meeker Avenue and demanded that the 
fare pay the $85 that he already owed, of-
fi cers said.

When the passenger refused, the hack 
got out of the car to call police and the 
goon climbed into the driver’s seat and 
drove off, a report states.

The thief also stole about $200 that the 
cabbie had left in his wallet inside the ve-
hicle, cops reported.

Offi cers recovered the car on Powers 
Street, they said.

Easy pickins
An opportunist stole a man’s car when 

he left it parked on Richardson Street on 
July 25 with the rear hatch open, the front 
driver’s-side door open, and the keys in 
the ignition, police said.

The victim reported that left the ve-
hicle between Debevoise and Kingsland 
avenues from 7:40 am to 8:15 am as he was 
loading it. The last time he came out of the 
building, he saw a lowlife driving the car 
around the corner, offi cers said. 

— Danielle Furfaro
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It’s the time of year to make home improve-
ments — and Kings Building Material has every-
thing one needs to get started.

The company, in existence since 1935, opened 
a new store on Utica Avenue this June. The highly 
trained and knowledgeable staff is at hand ready 
to assist consumers, developers, and contractors 
with all their masonry needs. 

Whether you are an architect designing a sky-
scraper, a contractor pouring a new foundation, or 
a homeowner looking to replace your front steps, 
Kings can help you build your castle, says Dan Je-
fairjian, manager of this new store.

It’s a one-stop shop for items such as bricks, 
concrete, architectural blocks, pavers, manufac-
tured stone, granite, Indiana limestone, Portland 
and masonry cement, gravel, mason and concrete 
sand. Should you need the tools to help set the 
foundation, the shop carries a full line of mixers, 
saws and hand tools, too. 

When a business has been around for decades, 
it’s because it knows how to keep customers happy. 
For Kings, this means the staff doesn’t just help 
build buildings — they build relationships with 
the people who work with them. 

They take pride in the products they sell, 
making sure the right materials are provided to 
get the job done. It’s all very rewarding.  Jafair-
jian mentions driving by a building and thinking: 
I helped supply the material to create that. What 
starts as an idea, develops over time, and then be-
comes reality. 

“It’s a good feeling,” he says.
The company trains its workers so that when 

customers come into the store with questions, 
they have the answers. On the rare occasions 
when these employees have their own concerns, 
they reach out to vendors directly, making sure 
the information they pass along is accurate. At 
this store, the individual is treated in the same 
courteous manner as huge companies. Customers 
receive guidance on the projects upon which they 
are working. If homeowners wish to get further 
help with the undertakings they’ve started, con-
tractors’ business cards are kept on the counter, 
so the names and numbers of professionals are 
readily available to them. 

Kings Building Material’s goal was founded on 
one principle — to provide customers with qual-
ity products at affordable prices, says Jefairjian. 
Three generations later, these goals are still the 
same. 

It’s no doubt why the company is now one of 
the largest distributors of brick and masonry ma-
terials. The selection of bricks and pavers — the 
type of bricks used to make colorful walkways 
— has to be seen to be believed. Who would have 
imagined there were so many options in a variety 

of textures, colors, and shapes? The decorating 
possibilities are endless.

Kings works with many manufacturers, all 
of whom are groundbreakers in the field. One of 
the brick companies it carries is Endicott Clay 
Products, a business that has been producing 
quality items since 1920. It is a leader in the in-
dustry, known for its original designs that set the 
standard for beauty, elegance, and versatility. 

Another, Sioux City Brick and Tile Company, 
is a long-time manufacturer of high-quality clay 
brick as well as a distributor of masonry products. 
Among the bricks it carries is an Aztec design in 
colors such as blue on gray, white-turquoise, and 
pink-gray. 

The Glen-Gery Corporation, another line, car-
ries a range of diverse products, including glazed 

face brick. It is the largest molded brick and fifth 
largest brick manufacturer in the United States. 
Other brand names include Redland, Belden, and 
Watsontown.

Kings is a full-service, ready mix and con-
crete-pumping operation, servicing New York; the 
five boroughs of Manhattan, Brooklyn, Staten Is-
land, the Bronx and Queens; New Jersey and the 
entire Tri-State area. 

Come into its newest showroom to see all it of-
fers.

Kings Building Material [2079 Utica Ave. be-
tween Avenues M and N in Flatbush, (718) 438–
3900, www.kingsny.com]. Open Mondays-Fridays, 7 
am–3:30 pm, and Saturdays, 7 am–noon. In addi-
tion to this location, there are other stores in Brook-
lyn, Staten Island, and Long Island. 

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Kings Building Material providing tools and expertise to get the job done
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BY VANESSA OGLE
The city is backing down 

after sending out a fl urry of 
long-delayed traffi c viola-
tions.  

 Drivers suddenly began 
receiving a wave of sum-
monses they accumulated 
in the three months since 
the city activated surveil-
lance cameras to ticket 
drivers who used the dedi-
cated bus lanes created for 
the new B44 Select Bus Ser-
vice. 

When locals realized 
that they had racked up as 
much as $7,000 in fi nes after 
enforcement began, but be-
fore the fi rst notice arrived 
in the mail, they reached 
out to Councilman Chaim 
Deutsch (D–Sheepshead 
Bay). The pol appealed to 
the Department of Trans-
portation to void the tardy 
tickets.

“It is common sense they 
should do it,” said Deutsch. 

“Getting summonses three 
months later is not nor-
mal.”

Fortunately for the driv-
ers, common sense pre-

vailed, and the city has 
agreed to dismiss all but 
drivers’ fi rst violation from 
March 17 to July 25 — and 
drivers who have already 
paid multiple tickets can ex-
pect a refund.

 “Recognizing this was 
the city’s newest SBS route, 
we understand it might 
take time for motorists to 
adjust to the regulations,” 
said Scott Gastel, press sec-
retary for the department. 
“For those who recently re-
ceived multiple violations 
from the spring, DOT will 
dismiss all but the fi rst vi-
olation issued within the 
March 17–July 25 time-
frame. Refunds will be is-
sued to those who have al-
ready paid.” 

Locals facing thou-
sands of dollars in fi nes are 
thrilled by the ticket dis-
missal. One resident, whose 
family had 13 tickets and 
expected even more, said it 

almost seems too good to be 
true.

“Wow — I can’t even be-
lieve it,” said Yelena Vasi-
lenko of Sheepshead Bay. 
“It is like a movie.”

David Oliel of Coney Is-
land expected nearly $7,000 
in tickets and had already 
paid $700, but now he’s 
jumping for joy — literally. 

“I was jumping,” said 
Oliel of the moments after 
he heard about the reprive. 
“I started screaming — it is 
a big break.”

Now, instead of worry-
ing about thousands of dol-
lars of debt, Oliel is plan-
ning how he will spend the 
money he thought was go-
ing towards tickets.

“My son — soon, he 
is getting married,” said  
Oliel. “We’re going to use 
the money for his wed-
ding.”

Deutsch fi rst pointed 
out the issue to the city 

last week, and he said he 
was pleased by the swift re-
sponse. 

“When I brought this 
injustice to the attention 
of the Department of Fi-
nance and the Department 
of Transportation, I was im-
pressed by the quick posi-
tive response I received,” 
he said. 

The dedicated lanes for 
the B44 Select Bus Service 
were created last Novem-
ber, but enforcement didn’t 
begin until March 17 — four 
months later — leaving 
drivers lots of time to de-
velop bad habits. Some mo-
torists complained that the 
long delay between starting 

TICKET TO RIDE: Yelena and Yevgvemiy Vasilenko are relieved to 
know that they will only have to pay one of the 13 tickets they have 
received for driving in the B44 Select bus lane since March. 
 Photo by Alexa Telano

SUBTLE SIGN: Signs near Rog-
ers Avenue and Montgomery 
Street warn drivers not to drive 
in the bus lane. 
 Photo by Alexa Telano

City to dismiss its long-delayed 
driving-in-dedicated-bus-lane tix
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Continued on page 12
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pairs, according to library 
offi cials. The whole proj-
ect will run $1.8 million, 
with Spaceworks pitching 
in $650,000 to build its stu-
dios, library offi cials said. 
Both the library system and 
Spaceworks have refused to 
disclose how much the arts 
group will pay in rent.

The library was shut-
tered for months following 
Hurricane Sandy after the 
storm wreaked $750,000 in 
damage, a library honcho 
said. The renovations will 
close the library for at least 
eight months, the executive 
said, stressing the need for 
the branch to get fi xed up 

regardless of the Space-
works plan.

“We can’t solve every-
thing, and we need to work 
with partners,” said David 
Wolloch, executive vice 
president of the Brooklyn 
Public Library. 

Last week was not the 
fi rst time the proposal 
came before the board’s 
land use committee. The 
group okayed the plan at its 
June meeting, but revisited 
it after the panel’s execu-
tive board ruled there had 
not been enough public dis-
cussion. At the latest meet-
ing, some committee mem-
bers criticized the library 
and Spaceworks for leaving 
out key details of the plan. 
The partners’ presentation 
included renderings, but 

Continued from cover

Library

HOOK BOOK NOOK: Commissioner for Public Affairs Tom Finkel-
pearl and Red Hook resident Toni Khadija James stand outside the 
Red Hook library, which is at the center of a debate over the priva-
tization of public space. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

lacked a fl oor plan and a 
breakdown of which reno-
vations the library could 
afford without the $650,000 
from Spaceworks.

“Seven thousand fi ve 
hundred square feet cut in 
half is not a big library,” 
said board member Jerry 
Armer, referring to the 
building’s total fl oor area. 
“This presentation is lack-
ing and you want us to 
make a decision tonight? 
That’s crazy.”

Not everyone opposed 
the subdividing scheme. 
Cora Dance, a local dance 
group that would partner 

with Spaceworks to run the 
studios in the library, had 
several supporters in the 
crowd.

“This program would 
help us tremendously,” said 
Solomon Goodwin, a col-
lege student from Red Hook 
who said he studied at Cora 
Dance and has also worked 
there as a teacher. “We’re 
here to help kids grow.”

Carlos Menchaca (D–
Sunset Park) attended the 
meeting. He told the Cou-
rier he is waiting to hear 
from more residents before 
taking a position on the 
plan.
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Brooklyn’s longest-run-

ning brewing company is 
eyeing opening up a factory 
across the Narrows on bu-
colic Staten Island.

Brooklyn Brewery, de-
spite its name,  got its start 
brewing in Utica, New York 
and now has facilities in 
Williamsburg  and  Stock-
holm, Sweden . The brains 
behind the beer-making 
operation said bottles of 
the stuff are fl ying off the 
shelves, particularly out of 
town, and the new factory 
cannot open fast enough.

“We are growing very 
rapidly, and in particular, 
our exports are growing,” 
said owner Steve Hindy. 
“We need the resources to 
keep growing.”

The expansive plot 
Hindy has in mind on the 
Rock was  previously owned 
by the National Association 

for Stock Car Auto Racing, 
which bought it in a failed 
bid to build a racetrack . 
It is only one of a handful 
of spots around the state 
Brooklyn Brewery is cur-
rently considering — the 
others are upstate near 
Newburgh — but the real 
estate in the rugged lands 

of Shaolin is the frontrun-
ner because it is close to the 
Newark-port transit hub in 
New Jersey, Hindy said.

“It would give us very 
quick access to railroad,” 
he said. 

The Staten Island facility 
would be strictly devoted to 
production and would not in-
clude a bar or retail store like 
the breweries in Kings County 
and Sweden, Hindy said. 

The fermentation sta-
tion would start by produc-
ing half a million barrels 
per year and could eventu-
ally expand to a full mil-
lion, according to Hindy, 
which would be an increase 
of nearly 10 times its cur-
rent American output. The 
Brooklyn facility now turns 
out 80,000 barrels a year, 
while the Utica operation 
makes 37,000 and the Swe-
den one makes a paltry few 
hundred, per Hindy.

The company will make 
a fi nal decision by the end 
of the year and hopes to get 
the new vats bubbling by 
2017, he said. Building the 
expansion will cost $70 mil-
lion, so Hindy is hoping to 
score some of state exporter-
incentive money. 

“If we can get some help 
with that, it would make it a 
lot more desirable,” he said. 

The new facility would 
triple the Brewery’s staff to 
more than 300, Hindy said.

Brooklyn Brewery ponders trans-Narrows expansion

CHEERS: Brooklyn Brewery honcho Steve Hindy, pictured here in 
his Williamsburg suds-works, is planning to expand his ale empire, 
possibly to distant Staten Island. Photo by Brett Casper
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enforcement and sending 
the tickets unfairly lulled 
them into thinking that 
they could continue to use 
the bus lanes consequence-
free.

“If I got the ticket a 
week later — or even a 
month later — I’d stop 
right away,” said Aron 
Rosenbaum of Williams-
burg, who received 25 tick-
ets — at one point getting 
eight tickets in one day.

Rosenbaum said he’s 
relieved to hear about the 

city’s promise to dismiss 
most of his tickets, but he 
remains wary until the 
violations are  off his re-
cord.

“I’m not as nervous as I 
was last week,” said Rosen-
baum. “When I see it, I’ll 
believe it — I don’t want to 
get disappointed.”

Continued from page 10

Tickets

STATEN ISLAND: If the big in-
dustrial lot near New Jersey 
does not pan out, there is a lot 
of wide-open space elsewhere 
on Staten Island where Brook-
lyn Brewery could set up shop. 
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We guarantee all of our meats, poultry and much more arrive fresh daily!  Never frozen, like in other supermarkets! 

7128 5TH Avenue
Located in Bay Ridge

Bet. Ovington and 72nd Street

718-567-2252
OPEN 7 DAYS: 9 AM–10 PM

SHOP BETTER - EAT FRESH - ALWAYS HALAL!
The way a home Halal shop should be.

We accept: EBT - All Credit Cards
We gladly accept phone orders for meats & groceries!

SPECIAL ROASTED 
COFFEE

FROM AROUND THE GLOBE

Brazilian Coffee
Columbian
Yemeni
Lebanese
Turkish
Italian
And Many More

WORLD OF NATURAL OILS 
FOR YOUR HEALTH AND BEAUTY

Garlic, Almond, Grapeseed, Walnut, Cardamon, Saffron, 
Tumeric, Fish, Jojoba, Rose Oils And More

ENHANCES
FOOD

SOFTENS
SKIN

STRENGTHENS 
HAIR

ORGANIC

100% Pure Oils

FREE
OF

CHEMICALS

INTERNAL
HEALING

PROPERTIES

FRESH PITA 
DELIVERED DAILY

Organic, Raw, & 
Pure Honey
New Zealand
Rare Hawaiian
Greek Attiki
Australian
Lebanese
Turkish

NATURAL HONEY 
FROM AROUND THE GLOBE

Large Selection of Jellies, Jams & Fruit Spreads
Dry Fruits & Nuts

Pasta & Cous Cous - 
Misko, Colavita, Al Khaleeja, Ronzoni, Tria, Dari, Monastini & More

Whole Wheat
Gyro
Wraps
Rustic Rolls
Dry Bran Bread
Mini Croissants
Shepherd Bread
And Many More (from $3.99 & up)



CO
UR

IE
R L

IF
E, 

AU
G. 

1–7
, 2

01
4

14

DT

on Staten Island.
The liberal fi rebrand 

lashed out at the NYPD in 
front of hundreds of mourn-
ers gathered at Bethel Bap-
tist Church in Boerum Hill 
to remember Eric Garner, 
the Staten Island father of 
six who died after police 
took him down, one using 
the throat grab that the de-
partment banned in 1993. 
Sharpton demanded that 
the offi cers responsible be 
held accountable, beyond 
the reported reassignment 
of two offi cers involved to 
desk duty.

“You always have an ex-
cuse when this happens,” 
Sharpton said, drawing par-
allels to other men killed by 
New York cops. “What ex-
cuse can you come up with 
this time? There was no 
gun!”

The incident occurred 
when, according to police, 
offi cers approached Garner 
after they saw him selling 

loose, untaxed cigarettes. 
Several videos of the arrest, 
beginning slightly after the 
confrontation started, have 
surfaced online, showing 
an agitated Garner begging 
cops to leave him alone.

“Every time you see me 
you want to harass me,” he 
shouts.

In the video Garner tells 
offi cers he had been break-
ing up a fi ght, and denied 

their charges of illegally 
selling untaxed cigarettes, 
a contention backed up by 
the videographer.

“I’m minding my busi-
ness,” he says. “Please just 
leave me alone.”

When offi cers move in to 
arrest the heavyset Garner, 
one offi cer, Daniel Pantaleo, 
uses his elbow to choke Gar-
ner as he gasps and shouts, 
“I can’t breathe!”

Garner died shortly 
thereafter although the 
medical examiner’s offi ce 
has not declared an offi cial 
cause of death.

Several pols joined 
Sharpton at the funeral, 
which was held near the 
Gowanus Houses where 
Garner spent his fi rst 15 
years. Public Advocate Le-
titia James took to the pul-
pit to pledge her support for 
new police training guide-
lines and the video-record-
ing of all street stops.

But for the Browns-
ville-raised Rev. Sharp-
ton, who has spent much of 
the past three decades ral-
lying people against per-
ceived injustices affecting 
African Americans, new 
training guidelines aren’t 
enough.

“You don’t need training 
to stop choking a man after 
he says ‘I can’t breathe,’ ” he 
said, to cheers. “You need to 
be prosecuted.”

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Al Sharpton brought 

the fi re and brimstone to 
a Boerum Hill church on 

July 23 at the funeral for 
the Gowanus native who 
died six days prior after po-
lice put him in a chokehold 

Memorial service for Gowanus native turns Al Sharpton sermon on police brutality

PAYING RESPECTS: Rev. Al Sharpton delivered a speech at Eric Gar-
ner’s funeral demanding the police offi cers who took him down with 
a chokehold before he died be prosecuted. Photo by Steve Schnibbe

Cop-choke focus of Garner funeral

Children who attend free, full-day, high-quality 
pre-K learn to problem solve, ask questions, 
and work together. 

Find out more about our two year planfor Pre-K  
for All at nyc.gov/prek.

#OpportunityStartsNow
Children born in 2010 are still eligible to apply for free, 

full-day, high-quality pre-K.
Call 311 ����/nycschoolsText “prek” to 877-877

Cosmetic Dentistry
Zoom
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Flatbush Jewish Center is a friendly and diverse Con-
servadox community. Join us and be inspired by the 
beautiful traditional prayer of our clergy, Cantor Aron 
Schwartz and Mr. Menachem Keisler. We welcome 
guest Rabbi Aron Korenblit who will join our clergy in 
helping seal us in the book of life. Rabbi Korenblit is a 
well known radio host, columnist and educator.

Rosh Hashanah
September 24–26

Yom Kippur
October 3–4

KORENBLIT

NYC’S PAID SICK LEAVE LAW:  
TOGETHER WE CAN KEEP BUSINESSES STRONG  
AND KEEP NEW YORKERS HEALTHY

CONTACT 311 OR VISIT NYC.GOV AND SEARCH “PAID SICK LEAVE” FOR MORE INFORMATION 

EMPLOYEES  
IN NYC CAN USE  
SICK LEAVE  
STARTING JULY 30
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Motorists saw red after the city 

socked them with thousands of dol-

lars in delayed fi nes for driving along 

special bus lanes, then sent out the 

summonses by snail mail (“Updated: 

Delayed tickets have drivers fuming,” 

online July 28).

Drivers used the new B44 Select Bus 

lanes — from Sheepshead Bay to Wil-

liamsburg — for months without inci-

dent before the city installed cameras 

in March and began docking them $115 

for each violation. Only it waited until 

June to act on the penalties.

The Department of Transportation 

couldn’t explain the delay, or why one 

Williamsburg man received eight tick-

ets in a single day, but said it would 

dismiss all but the fi rst violation for 

all affected drivers.

Online readers weren’t as kind.

“Only bus.” Seems pretty clear to me. 
Morons. Guest from New York City 

I am shocked and outraged that I’m 
getting caught for something that I used 
to get away with! 

Peter from Brooklyn Heights 

So, as far as I read this, a bunch of 
people illegally drove in the bus lane, got 
nabbed by camera enforcement, got tick-
ets a bit late, and now are acting like cry-
babies. Or am I missing something? 

According to the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority, on an average week-
day, approximately 41,000 transit passen-
gers travel the B54 route, which the city 
has admirably tried to speed up and make 
more comfortable.  That’s 41,000 less cars 
on the route these whiners are clogging 
up by thinking they are too good to obey 
the law.

Councilman Chaim Deutsch is a 
founder of the Flatbush Shomrim, (He-
brew for “watchers”) who  patrol the 
neighborhood and ostensibly serve 
strictly as eyes and ears for the police.  
This Brooklyn politician seems to have 
his own personally approved list of what 
laws can get broken and who is allowed 
to get away with breaking them. It’s inter-
esting to note that another society in the 

1930s also had “watchers” (though they 
had a different translated name), and I’m 
suspecting that they also turned a blind 
eye to certain lawbreakers who had the 
right political and neighborhood affi lia-
tions and connections.

Epiphany from Ex-Brooklyn 

I would like to publicly thank Coun-
cilman Chaim Deutsch for his hard work 
and efforts on behalf of the community. 
Recently, many people from across Brook-
lyn were unfairly ticketed with thou-
sands of dollars in erroneous bus lane 
violations, myself among them. Dozens of 
residents were entangled in this complex 
issue and completely clueless about how 
to proceed. 

Upon being contacted, Councilman 
Deutsch spearheaded the initiative to 
work with the Department of Transporta-
tion in dismissing these tickets, which he 
managed to accomplish less than a week. 
More impressively, he successfully advo-
cated on the behalf of many people who 
are not even constituents of his district. 

We must publicly express our appreci-
ation to Councilman Deutsch and thank 
him for his ability to achieve genuine re-
sults for the community as a whole.

M. Rreich from Flatbush 

I wonder, will Councilman Chaim 
Deutsch advocate on behalf of the thou-
sands of bus riders inconvenienced by 
these drivers who broke the law?

Rob from Greenpoint 

What exactly was unfair about the 
ticketing? Nothing, because the bus lane 
is clearly marked. Drivers only say that 
it’s “unfair” because they thought they 
could get away with it. 

If you got more than one ticket, it 
just means that you are a serial offender 
and even more deserving of the conse-
quences. 

Deutsch should be ashamed of himself 
for spearheading this “initiative” to de-
fend unsafe and illegal drivers from the 
consequences of their actions.

Oliver from Sunset Park 

Since it’s in the city’s interest to deter 
people from using the bus lanes, sending 
fi nes sooner would be better. 

But when I read something like this: 
“Making matters worse, drivers are fi ned 
by each camera along the borough-span-
ning route, so many of Vasilenko’s tickets 
are just minutes apart.” So she was just 
riding in the bus lane like it’s a regular 
traffi c lane? 

Or this? “If I got the ticket a week later 
— or even a month later — I’d stop right 
away,” said Rosenbaum.“ Having clear 
paint and signs saying it’s illegal isn’t 
enough? 

These people aren’t sympathetic. They 
seem to be the type to always see how 
much they can get away with. And now 
they found out they can’t get away with as 
much as they thought.

Mike from Williamsburg 

Wow. I guess The Brooklyn Paper’s 
lazy reporting can really hit the jackpot 
sometimes! 

Walk outside and just start asking 
drivers, “Do you want to whine and moan 
without any justifi cation about how it was 
the city’s fault you were blatantly break-
ing the law?” “I know it is going to be 50 
or 60 tickets — maybe more,” said Oliel, 
who has already paid around $700 of the 
nearly $7,000 in tickets he expects to re-
ceive. “They’re still coming.” 

Are you kidding me? Good! I hope it’s 
$10,000. 

Seriously, the more I think about this, 
the more pathetic these idiots sound. I 
drove to Bedford-Stuyvesant a couple 
times last week down Rogers Avenue with 
the B44 Select Bus lane. It’s really clear. 
Brown stripe and huge blue and white 
signs saying “Bus Lane, Buses Only.” 
Very easy to understand.

One evening it was only 6:30 pm, so I 
stayed in the left lane.  The other evening 
it was 8:30 pm or so, so I could use the bus 
lane since it was open to all traffi c after 
7 pm. 

This isn’t rocket science. It’s called 
following the rules associated with the 
privilege of operating a motor vehicle. I 
can only imagine what other lovely be-
haviors Mr. and Mrs. Vasilenko and Mr. 
Rosenbaum exhibit when they get behind 
the wheel. 

What laws can I break because I am not 
100 percent sure they are enforced, and 
then react with shock and horror when 
I discover they are, in fact, illegal. These 
idiots should count themselves lucky. 

These tickets are issued as the equiva-
lent of parking tickets, so they just have 
to pay. But they won’t lose their licenses, 
though, maybe they should.  If they drove 
in the shoulder on the Brooklyn-Queens 
Expressway, they’d have a fi ne and points 
on their license. 
 Ty from Prospect Park South

“Making matters worse, drivers are 
fi ned by each camera along the borough-
spanning route, so many of Vasilenko’s 

tickets are just minutes apart.” 
Double jeopardy. One per trip. But 

don’t whine if you were doing what you 
aren’t supposed to and got caught. Stay 
out of the bus lane if you are not a bus.

Or from Yellow Hook

It would help if the Department of 
Transportation would enforce the no-
parking during rush hours. I take Flat-
bush, Rogers and Nostrand avenues daily, 
and what should be two driving lanes is 
reduced to one because of parked cars.  
But even if they do tow these cars, some 
drivers will still choose to take the route 
they believe is clearer, it’s a gamble and 
sometimes you lose.

Then there are some drivers who don’t 
pay attention.

As far as the delayed ticketing goes, 
it’s probably no coincidence that the tick-
ets came just as the new fi scal year was 
about to begin. Common Cents

 from Crown Heights 

If you can’t see the red paint and the 
giant “bus lane” lettering, you are not fi t 
to drive in the city. Pay up and shut up.

Walker from Brooklyn 

It’s one thing to fi ne someone for a 
moving violation, but to not give it to 
them until months later is another thing. 
If it was so important, then why wasn’t it 
given to them immediately after? Why all 
this wait? 

If it didn’t seem like an issue then, it 
shouldn’t be one now. Nevertheless, the 
amounts on the fi nes are way too high. It’s 
just sticking it to the little guy.

Tal Barzilai from Pleasantville, NY 

Having automated cameras issuing 
traffi c tickets — well that frees up more 
NYPD offi cers for murdering innocent 
people on YouTube.

John from Williamsburg 

I’m so glad those cameras are fi nally 
issuing tickets! Those drivers in the bus 
lane on Rogers Avenue haven’t just been 
driving in the bus lane — they have been 
driving like maniacs in the bus lane. 

I just wish there were speed cameras 
at all those intersections issuing license 
points as well. 

The Department of Transportation 
should send these tickets promptly, but 
I have zero sympathy for these whiners.  
The signs are prominent and the paint is 
clear. 

They knew they were driving in the 
bus lane. Daniel from Flatbush 

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
telephone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve the 
right to edit all correspondence, which 
becomes the property of Courier Life 
Publications. To read more comments, 
visit www.BrooklynDaily.com.

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Scoffl aw drivers get fi ned and dissed online
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Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare Advantage organization with a  
Medicare contract and a contract with the state Medicaid program. Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal with  
Medicare. This plan is available to anyone who has both Medical Assistance from the State and Medicare. The benefit information provided is a  
brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more information contact the plan. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply.  
Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, provider network, premium and/or copays/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year. Premiums,  
copays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help you receive. Please contact the plan for further details.
H3387_140618_160843 Accepted CST5499_240994

If you have Medicaid and Medicare A & B, call to learn more about UnitedHealthcare®  
Dual Complete™ (HMO SNP). Compared to Original Medicare, this plan gives you  
added benefits and features that could really make a difference in your life, including:

Call today. We’ll take the time to listen to your needs.
1-855-379-4756 (TTY: 711)
UHCCommunityPlan.com

Dental 
$2,500 towards 
comprehensive 

services.

Gym  
Membership

At no additional  
cost to you.

Transportation
24 one-way 

rides to doctor 
appointments.

Health  
Products Catalog

Up to $960 in credits 
to buy things you need.

24-hour  
NurseLineSM 

Speak with a registered 
nurse anytime.

Now I get more benefits than Original Medicare.

There are eight physi-
cal bridges to Brook-
lyn, but an infi nite 

number of personal bridges 
that connect the many com-
munities that make up our 
borough. 

One Brooklyn encom-
passes one of the most statis-
tically diverse places on the 
planet. I see that in practice 
every day as I travel not just 
from neighborhood to neigh-
borhood, but in fact within 
neighborhoods themselves. 
There are individual Brook-
lyn blocks that are minia-
ture United Nations in and 
of themselves. The rich ex-
periences we derive from liv-
ing, working and playing to-
gether are invaluable to our 
lives, and make the borough 
a more attractive place to 
live, visit, and do business.

Diversity can present its 
own challenges — be they 
cultural misunderstand-
ings between neighbors or 
disputes stemming from is-
sues abroad. Unfortunately, 
we have not seen the best of 
every Brooklynite during 

some of these challenges, 
most recently related to the 
ongoing confl ict between Is-
rael and Palestine. 

As the home to everyone 
from everywhere, we have a 
role to play in encouraging 
peace and disavowing vio-
lence or the incitement of ill 
will. Brooklyn is not a place 

of intimidation, it is a place 
of conversation, and I hope 
every group knows that 
Brooklyn Borough Hall is 
just one of many local spaces 
we can use to foster dialogue 
that strengthens our per-
sonal bridges. 

Every one of us has a re-
sponsibility in bringing the 
discourse to a higher level 
and, because of our unique 
relationship with the world 
stage, I truly believe we have 

the capacity to affect posi-
tive change.

Brooklyn is stronger 
when we overcome those 
obstacles and focus on the 
unity and amity we share. 
Here at Brooklyn Borough 
Hall, that is the spirit be-
hind the International Day 
of Friendship celebration we 
are holding on Sunday, Aug. 
3, on Brooklyn Borough Hall 
Plaza — an opportunity to 
share the sights, sounds and 

other senses that make our 
borough’s myriad cultures 
come alive. 

When volunteer delegates 
representing the member 
states of the United Nations, 
which fi rst declared this 
holiday in 1958, join hands 
around Brooklyn Borough 
Hall, it will be more than 
a photo-op, it will be a re-
sounding message on how 
we spread love, the Brook-
lyn way.

Sadly, all corners of the 
world are not as peaceful 
as Brooklyn is today. From 
bloodshed in the Middle East 
to crises in Eastern Europe, 
from the troubles in West 
Africa to the struggles of 
Central America, we cannot 
ignore the strife our global 
community is facing. In the 
face of such troubles, let us 
lead the way toward peace 
and prosperity for all, here 
and abroad.

BOROUGH 
PRESIDENT

Eric Adams

Bklyn can keep peace during global unrest

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.
LIVE UNITED

LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 
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MEDICATIONS 
STILL SAFE?
It is 2 am and that cough and 

stuffy nose you have been 
battling is still keeping you 

up. You reach for the nighttime 
cold relief medicine only to fi nd 
it expired a few months ago. 
If you take a dose to ease your 
symptoms, will you be putting 
yourself at risk?

This situation is a relatively 
common occurrence. Many 
medicine cabinets are stocked 
with over-the-counter drugs 
as well as prescription medica-
tions that may be past their ex-
piration dates. It is a good idea 
to routinely discard expired 
medicines, but if you happen to 
take a drug that has passed its 
expiration date, you will most 
likely suffer no ill effects.

According to the Harvard 
Medical School Family Health 
Guide, the expiration date on a 
medicine is not the dates when 
a drug becomes hazardous. 
Rather, it marks the period of 
time after which a drug com-
pany can no longer guarantee 
the effi cacy of the medication. 
Since 1979, drug manufactur-
ers selling medications in the 
United States have been re-
quired by the Food and Drug 
Administration to stamp an ex-
piration date on their products. 
This is the date until which the 

manufacturer can still guaran-
tee full potency of the drug. 

Expiration dates also may be 
a marketing ploy. Francis Fla-
herty, a retired Food and Drug 
Administration pharmacist, 
has said drug manufacturers 
put expiration dates on prod-
ucts for marketing purposes 
rather than scientifi c reasons. 
It doesn’t make fi nancial sense 
to a company to have products 
on the shelves for years. There-
fore, most drug manufacturers 
will not do long-term testing on 
products to confi rm if they will 
be effective 10 to 15 years after 
manufacture.

The U.S. military has con-
ducted its own studies with 
the help of the Administration. 
Food and Drug Administration 
researchers tested more than 
100 over-the-counter and pre-
scription drugs. Around 90 per-
cent were proven to still be ef-
fective long past the expiration 
date — some for more than 10 
years. Drugs that are stored in 
cool, dark places have a better 
chance of lasting because the 
fi llers used in the product will 
not separate or start to break 
down as they might in a warm, 
humid environment. Storing 
medicines in the refrigerator 
can prolong their shelf life.
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STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos
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506 Sixth Street, Brooklyn • 866-84-HEART • www.nym.org

“I was afraid my heart disease
was going to slow me down.”

New York Methodist – Cornell Heart Center

We fixed that.

The specialists at the New York Methodist-Cornell Heart Center provide a full range
of heart care services in the newest, most modern cardiac center in Brooklyn. The
center’s services range from diagnostic procedures and medical and interventional
cardiology to minimally invasive and conventional cardiac surgery – performed by a
team of outstanding physicians, including surgeons from the renowned Weill Cornell
Medical Center at NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital.

The number of driv-
ers 70 and older is 
predicted to triple in 

North America during the 
next 20 years. Research in-
dicates that the older a per-
son is, the higher the risk 
of driver accident or fatal-
ity. The risk posed by older 
drivers and the inevitable 
increase in older drivers on 
the road in the next two de-
cades has sparked debate as 
to whether or not such driv-
ers should be reexamined to 
ensure safety on the road.

In 2003, an 86-year-old 
man unintentionally killed 
10 people and injured more 
than 70 when he drove his car 
through a crowded farmer’s 
market in Santa Monica, Ca-
lif. In 2010, a 72-year-old Con-
necticut man faced vehicular 
manslaughter charges for al-
legedly striking and killing 
a motorcyclist. In 2012, an 
elderly man in Buffalo, N.Y. 
caused an accident resulting 
in three fatalities when he 

traveled in the wrong direc-
tion on the New York State 
Thruway. Very frequently, 
the local news is peppered 
with reports of elderly driv-
ers causing serious acci-
dents. Some wonder if more 

stringent requirements for 
elderly drivers would help 
the situation.

Thirty-three states pres-
ently have legislation in place 
to ensure drivers can retain 
driving privileges once they 

reach a certain age. It’s im-
portant to note that, accord-
ing to the National Safety 
Council, drivers over the age 
of 75 account for only 3.3 per-
cent of accidents in the United 
States. Drivers age 25 to 34 

account for the largest num-
ber of accidents, at nearly 
20 percent. Some argue that 
these fi ndings do not paint 
an accurate picture because 
senior drivers spend far less 
time behind the wheel and 
log fewer miles than younger 
drivers, reducing the chance 
for accidents.

The National Highway 
Traffi c Safety Administra-
tion notes that aging can 
affect drivers in a number 
of ways. The physical and 
mental changes that accom-
pany aging can have a pro-
found impact on a person’s 
ability to safely operate a 
motor vehicle. Reaction 
times may be slower, hear-
ing and vision loss may af-
fect driver awareness, loss 
of muscle strength and fl ex-
ibility can make steering 
more diffi cult, and medi-
cation can impair focus or 
concentration. 

Many senior centers and 
organizations offer pro-

grams that allow elderly 
drivers to brush up on their 
skills behind the wheel. 
Drivers also can contact 
their insurance companies 
to see if there are any spon-
sored classes they can take 
to reassess their skills and 
possibly lower their insur-
ance premiums. AAA of-
fers a driver improvement 
course and suggests seniors 
fi nd a car they can safely 
and comfortably operate. 
It also offers Roadwise Rx, 
a free online tool that pro-
vides confi dential, indi-
vidualized feedback about 
medication side effects and 
how these drugs may im-
pact drivers on the road. 

It also is important that 
senior drivers and their 
families familiarize them-
selves with local legisla-
tion to determine if driver 
refresher courses or retest-
ing are necessary for older 
drivers to remain behind 
the wheel. 

AGING CAN IMPAIR DRIVING ABILITY
ELDERCARE TODAY

Research shows that the older a person is, the higher the risk of a driver-caused accident or fatality.
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BY JOANNA R. LEEFER

My father stopped 
eating shortly af-
ter his 90th birth-

day. He said he was not hun-
gry and did not want any 
food. My sister, brother, and 
I took him to the doctor to 
see if he was ill or was suf-
fering from some infection. 
The doctor explained that 
there was nothing physi-
cally wrong with him and 
wrote up the diagnosis as 
“failure to thrive.”  

She told us we had two op-
tions. We could put him on a 
feeding tube. This would 
give him needed nutrition. 
The other option was to en-
roll him in hospice care. 
She assured us that hospice 
did not necessarily mean he 
was going to die, but it of-
fered him a comfortable op-
tion until he decided to start 
eating again or passed on.

My siblings and I decided 
on hospice care. We agreed 
that if it was time for him 
to leave us, we wanted him 

go peacefully. If he regained 
his desire to eat, all the bet-
ter.

Our doctor referred us 
to a local hospice program. 
We already had a live-in 
home health aide who at-
tended to him during the 
week, but the service ap-
pointed a male aide to visit 
my father twice a week to 
bathe him and make sure 
he was comfortable. The 
hospice service even sched-
uled entertainment. Every 
week a pianist with a por-
table keyboard would visit 
and perform for him.

A hospice social worker 
visited my sister, brother, 
and I to discuss our fears 
and concerns about the pro-
cess and answer any ques-
tions. She explained that the 
hospice team would keep 
Dad comfortable at all times. 
She placed a package in the 
refrigerator that included a 
morphine patch that could 
be used at any time if Dad 
should show signs of dis-

tress or discomfort.  
Then the social worker 

informed us about the pro-
cess of dying, explaining the 
different stages. She offered 
us a pamphlet called “Cross-
ing the Creek” by Michael 
Holmes, a registered hos-
pice nurse who spells out the 
stages of dying. 

My father’s condition 
did not improve and after 
three weeks he passed away 
peacefully in his own bed 
with the three of us beside 
him. We never regretted our 
decision. My sister Naomi 
summed up our thoughts: 
“It was one of the most com-
forting events we experi-
enced together as a family. 
Our only regret is there was 
a death at the end.”

Many people cower from 
the thought of hospice be-
cause it implies “the end 
of life.” Often, people think 
that if they sign up for hos-
pice it is a death sentence 
and they are giving up. This 
is not always true. A person 

does not have to stay in hos-
pice care. He can leave the 
program at any time. 

Not everyone who en-
ters into hospice care dies. 
Sometimes people get bet-
ter and “graduate” from 
the program. Hospice 
nurses and physicians are 
specially trained in symp-
tom management. When 
they become involved in a 
person’s care, the medical 
conditions are frequently 
stabilized and the patient 
actually feels better and 
can enjoy life again. 

Hospice care is intended 
for people with six months 
or less to live. That does 
not mean you have to die 
in that time span. Nobody 
can say for sure how long a 
person has to live, but phy-
sicians can give an “edu-
cated guess” based on the 
person’s disease and the 
course the disease typical 
takes as it progresses. Hos-
pice has developed criteria 
for certifi cation. The initial 

certifi cation (when a per-
son is admitted to hospice) 
is 90 days. The patient can 
be recertifi ed to continue 
if the hospice medical di-
rector feels the patient still 
meets the criteria at the end 
of the 90 days. The fi rst two 
benefi t periods are 90 days 
in length. After that, the re-
certifi cation periods are 60 
days. A person can continue 
to be recertifi ed as long as 
the criteria is met.    

Hospice care offers sev-
eral benefi ts. Each hospice 
has an interdisciplinary 
team that works together 
for the benefi t of the patient. 
Social workers or counsel-
ors offer counseling to both 
the patient and the family.  
Nurses will visit and con-
sult with the patient’s phy-
sician or hospice medical 
director to help make sure 
the patient is comfortable 
and do everything they can 
to keep the patient pain free. 
Nurse aides are available to 
provide personal care such 

as bathing. Clergy visits are 
offered if needed. Volunteers 
typically provide compan-
ionship for short periods. 
There is also a bereavement 
team to help the family and 
patient prepare for the end. 

Medicare pays for hos-
pice, so there is no cost to 
most seniors. Many insur-
ance plans have a hospice 
benefi t as well. A 2000 CNN 
poll disclosed that seven out 
of 10 Americans say they 
would prefer to die in their 
home. It does not usually pro-
vide 24-hour care, but will 
provide the needed support 
for the family or caregivers 
to manage the patient’s care 
in the home (one of the re-
quirements of hospice in the 
home is that there must be a 
caregiver available). 

It is hard to lose our loved 
ones, but hospice can help 
make your loved one’s pass-
ing a peaceful experience.   

Joanna R. Leefer is a 
senior care advisor and 
founder of ElderCareGiving. 

My father, and our choice to get him hospice care
ELDERCARE TODAY

THE WOUND HEALING CENTER
of the Vascular Institute of New York 

Established in 1992

Dr. Enrico Ascher is One of the Pioneers in  
Opening the First Wound Care Center in New York

Diabetic Ulcers
Wounds with Swollen Legs

Venous Ulcers
Discoloration in Legs

Vericose Veins

www.VascularNYC.comEnrico Ascher, M.D. Natalie Marks, M.D.
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Few children, even 
adult children, are 
ever prepared enough 

to help a parent deal with 
the loss of a spouse. In ad-
dition to coping with their 
own loss of a parent, many 
adults must fi nd a way to 
help a parent who just lost 
the love of his or her life.

While it is never easy 
helping a parent in such a 
situation, there are ways 
to help a parent cope with 
such a signifi cant loss.

Be mindful of your 
parent’s health 

Sadly, a common side 
effect of losing a spouse is 
showing less interest in one’s 
own health. Kids must make 
sure their parents continue 
to eat regularly. Invite your 
parent over for dinner a cou-

ple of nights a week, and go 
over to your parent’s home 
for dinner a couple of ad-
ditional nights. If you have 
siblings, share this responsi-
bility. Also, you can cook for 
your parent just like he or 
she used to cook for you.

Depression is common 
among those who have lost 
a loved one, so ask your 
parent about her feelings, 
and if she is getting enough 
sleep. If you have your 
own kids, bring them over 
whenever possible. Noth-
ing puts a bigger smile on a 
grandparent’s face than the 
sight of his or her grand-
children.

Allow them some 
space to be 
themselves

While you might want 

to stay as close as possible 
to your parent, you also 
need to give her some space 
to be herself. 

Your parent just lost her 
spouse, and it’s perfectly 
natural for her to want 
some time alone. Afford 
her this opportunity, but 
be mindful to check in with 
her regularly and not allow 
her to spend too much time 
alone.

Engage your parent 
as much as possible 

When both your par-
ents were still alive, you 
might not have invited 
them along to the movies 
or when taking your own 
kids to a sporting event. 
However, it’s important to 
engage your parent in such 
activities now, as she might 

not get a chance to do such 
things otherwise. 

Another way to engage 
your parent is to talk to 
her about current events or 
even books you have been 
reading. Doing so will help 
her stay mentally sharp, 
and you will no doubt ben-
efi t as well from her point 
of view.

Take a trip with 
your parent 

Initially, your par-
ent might be reluctant to 
travel, especially of she 
had travel plans or dreams 
with her spouse. However, 
over time your parent will 
no doubt enjoy the prospect 
of traveling with the fam-
ily, and it can be an enjoy-
able experience for every-
one involved.  

Some tips for helping a parent 
after the loss of a spouse

Hearing impair-
ment is often 
dismissed as a 

normal part of aging. By 
age 65, one in three people 
in the United States will 
experience some degree 
of hearing loss. By age 85, 
that number climbs to one 
out of every two. However, 
letting hearing loss go un-
treated can lead to health 
consequences beyond the 
need to “turn up the vol-
ume” or “speak louder.” 

“A person’s mental fac-
ulties rely heavily on his 
or her sensory faculties, 
especially hearing,” ex-
plains Dr. Mohsen Habib,  
chief of otolaryngology 
at New York Methodist 
Hospital. “Mishearing or 
misinterpreting words 

can prevent people from 
engaging in meaningful 
conversations, which can 
also affect cognition—the 
ability of the mind to func-
tion.” 

The link between hear-
ing loss and degenerative 
cognitive disease is not 
fully known. But what is 
clear is that hearing loss 
can make an older per-
son feel self-conscious 
and less willing to be in 
situations where ambient 
noise levels make it es-
pecially difficult to hear. 
Over time, the desire for 
social interaction can spi-
ral downward.

“Screening for hearing 
loss is critical if family 
members suspect that a 
loved one is beginning to 

experience dementia be-
cause often, the reality is 
that the person just can’t 
hear well,” said Dr. Mat-
thew Hanson, neurotolo-

gist at NYM. “For exam-
ple, an older person’s adult 
children may mistakenly 
assume that their parent 
is developing Alzheimer’s 
disease when he or she 
isn’t answering questions 
in a logical manner, ap-
pears withdrawn in so-
cial gatherings, and says 

things completely unre-
lated to a conversation. 
But instead of indicating 
Alzheimer’s, these may be 
signs of hearing loss.”

Scheduling an appoint-
ment with a specialist is 
the first step in addressing 
hearing loss. Otolaryngol-
ogists determine whether 
there is a medical cause, 
and audiologists can de-
termine the type and de-
gree of a hearing loss. An 
audiogram (hearing test) 

provides the information 
that allows the doctor to 
prescribe the most appro-
priate treatment.

Types of hearing loss 
include conductive hear-
ing loss and sensorineu-
ral hearing loss. Conduc-
tive hearing loss is often 
the result of a “mechani-
cal” problem with the 
ear, such as a blockage 
or infection. Depending 
on the cause, conductive 
hearing loss can often be 
treated with medication 
or surgery. Sensorineural 
hearing loss, on the other 
hand, results from prob-
lems with the nerves that 
transmit sound impulses 
from the inner ear to the 
brain, and is the most 
common type of hearing 

loss among older Ameri-
cans.

“Often, sensorineu-
ral hearing loss is due to 
exposure to extreme or 
long-term loud noise, and 
is most effectively treated 
with hearing aids or co-
chlear implants,” said 
Dr. Hanson. “However, 
no matter what the cause, 
addressing issues with 
hearing can be crucial in 
helping an older person 
maintain a high quality 
of life.”

To find a physician af-
filiated with New York 
Methodist Hospital who 
specializes in the treatment 
of hearing loss, go to www.
nym.org and select “Find 
a Doctor,” or call (718) 499-
CARE (2273).

New York Methodist Hospital
helps to combat hearing loss
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43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. 
Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more.  **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!
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CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

MALIBU2013 CHEVY

$99 $103
Stk# 1382, 3k mi. Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR: $115

Stk# 82471, 32k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS @ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD LX2012 HONDA

$14,995
SIENNA'11 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
15k miles, Stk#73236

$10,995
CIVIC'12 HONDA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
31k miles, Stk#5650

$15,995
ROGUE'13 NISSAN

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
11k miles, Stk#7453

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
CAMARO'14 CHEVY

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
15k miles, Stk#6879

$10,995
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 
21k miles, Stk#84619

COROLLA2013 TOYOTA

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2001 Honda Civic, 87k  73406 $2,995
 2000 Honda Civic, 130k 544413 $2,995
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2004 Lexus IS 300, 84k 40087448 $4,995
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM! 

   

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

2010 Honda Fit, 17k 73329 $6,395 
2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 465633 $9,995
 2012 Ford Fusion, 27k 1880 $10,888
       MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!
  

 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $11,500
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 72824 $13,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995 
      MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!
 

 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995 
 2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee, 19k 134954 $16,900 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 82896 $16,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $18,995
 2010 Infiniti G37, 28k 70898 $18,995
 2012 Ford Explorer, 34k 2398 $21,895
 2010 Lexus LS 460, 39k  82704 $28,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Accord, 36k 034527 $9,995 
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 50k  69968 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Grand Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 036772 $13,995 
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $13,995
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37, 52k 83017 $14,888
 

CRV2011 HONDA

Stk# 4923, 24k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995

328i xdrive2013 BMW

Stk# 3881, 18k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$25,995

ALTIMA2013 NISSAN

Stk# 267298, 20k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$13,995

C3002011 MERCEDES

Stk# 3824, 14k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$18,995

ML-3502011 MERCEDES

Stk# 5589, 25k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$25,995

PILOT LX2011 HONDA

Stk# 5210, 23k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$14,995

ESCAPE2012 FORD

Stk# 7278, 72k mi.
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$10,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2012 MERCEDESGL-450

Stk# 7339, 23k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$34,995

$8,995
ELANTRA'13 HYUNDAI

PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 
28k miles, Stk#3640

RAV42011 TOYOTA

Stk# 1066, 48k mi.

PLUS 
TAX & 
TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

$9,995

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2011 ACURA MDX

Stk#1321, 48k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$23,459

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us,  We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE
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MIDWOOD 

Put your hands together for GraceAnn-

Lautato Weick, R.N., for being named the 
vice president of Patient Care Services and 

chief operating 
offi cer at Mount 

Sinai Beth Is-

rael Brooklyn. 
Standing O 

pal GraceAnn 
is the former ad-
ministrator and 
director of the 
Heart and Vas-
cular Hospital 
at Hackensack 
University Med-
ical Center, in 
that other state 

of New Jersey, but we’re glad that this Dyker 
Heights resident is now back in Brooklyn.

Nurse GraceAnn received her bachelor of 
science in nursing and master of science in 
healthcare administration from Hunter Col-
lege, in addition to a master of science from 
Columbia University. 

Standing O welcomes her home, and 
wishes her a long reign at Mount Sinai Beth 
Israel. 
Mount Sinai Beth Israel Brooklyn [3201 Kings 
Hwy, at E. 35th Street in Midwood, (718) 252–
3000].

PARK SLOPE

Let the light shine in!
It’s a good thing! I Like that Lamp in 

Park Slope was selected by doyen of do-
mesticity Martha Stewart and her panel of 
judges as a fi nalist in the 2014 Martha Stew-
art American Made awards in the design cat-
egory.

The plaudit celebrates the growing na-
tional craft community’s rising stars, who 
make their products here in the good old 
U.S.A. 

Lamp’s owner Kiri hopes her win will in-
spire hobbyists to switch on their talents.

“My goal is to show people that making 
your own lamp is a fun weekend activity 
that’s much easier and affordable than you’d 
think,” she says on her website. 

That’s exactly what Standing O likes to 
hear, affordability. If you want to plug in, 
electrify your friends, and make your own 
lamp, log onto www.ilikethatlamp.com and 
peruse the kits and inventory. 

Standing O offers congratulations and 
wishes, “Long may you light.”

WILLIAMSBURG

He’s a winner all around
Hats off to Williamsburg student Eric 

Santana, winner of the United States 
Achievement Academy Science award. Eric 
tells us the award is so rare that only 10 per-

cent of American high school students get 
recognized, making him among the cream 
of the crop of the nation’s academic aces. 

Congratulations and keep up the good 
work, Eric. 

 COBBLE HILL 

Students with a heart
Standing O cheers the high-school stu-

dents who participated in the annual sum-
mer youth employment program at Cobble 

Hill Health Center. 
Karen White, director of volunteer ser-

vices, said the student volunteers were in-
valuable to both patients and staff, and their 
industriousness was admired by one and 
all.

“When they came in at the beginning of 
the program, they rolled up their sleeves and 

set to work,” she said. 
The aspiring Florence Nightingales sat 

with patients, talked with them, and read to 
them.

“I’m not sure who was getting more out of 
it, the patient or the volunteer!” said White.

Standing O gives the vollies triple 
thumbs-up, and of course special shout-
outs.

Cobble Hill Health Center [380 Henry 
St. at Street in Cobble Hill, (718) 855–6789].

BOROUGH WIDE

Golden oldies
Brooklyn’s starry-eyed seniors are in-

vited to polish up their vocal chords and tear 
up the stage for the eighth annual Senior Idol 
competition at Xaverian High School in Bay 
Ridge on Oct. 4 at 7 pm.

Registration and auditions are on Sept. 8 
at 4 pm. Budding Frank Sinatras and Judy 
Garlands should bring their own musical in-
struments or CDs and cassettes for musical 
accompaniment, although a piano is avail-
able on site.

Sponsor state Sen. Marty Golden (R–Bay 
Ridge) says he is anticipating another stellar 
showcase of exceptional elders.

“Brooklyn’s Senior Idol attracts great tal-
ent from our borough, and many fans show 
up to cheer-on the contestants,” he said. 
“This year I’m looking forward to another 
successful night.” 

So is Standing O, so stay tuned.
Xaverian High School (7100 Shore Rd. at 

71st Street in Bay Ridge). State Sen. Marty 
Golden, (718) 238–6044.

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BOROUGH WIDE

Blow out the candles and count the 
home runs for Brooklyn war hero and 
baseball fan Arthur Walsh, who took 
to the mound at MCU Park to celebrate 
his 90th birthday.

The still-agile World War II para-
trooper, who won a Purple Heart for 
his brave service in the South Pacifi c 
and Japan, tossed out the ceremonial 
fi rst pitch for the Brooklyn Cyclones on 

July 26, proving age is merely relative.
The Brooklyn Dodger fan grew up 

on Flatbush Avenue just a pop-up fly 
from Ebbets Field where Dem Bums 
swatted those homers right out of the 
park, and his perfect pitch brought the 
Cyclones good luck, ’cause they won 
the game!

Standing O wishes Arthur a very 
“Happy birthday,” and looks forward 
to giving him more shout-outs for 
years to come.

PROSPECT LEFFERTS GARDENS

In a class of his own
Congratulations to Dr. M. Mah-

mood Hussain — a professor of cell 
biology at State University of New 
York, Downstate Medical Center, and 
an expert in lipid biology and cardio-
vascular disease — for being named a 
Distinguished Professor, (is there any 
other kind?) by the Board of Trustees 
of the State University of New York, in 
what is the highest academic accolade 
conferred by the institution.

Dr. Hussain, also editor-in-chief of 
Nutrition and Metabolism, is one of 19 
members across the S.U.N.Y. system 
to be thus ranked. The designation is 
given to professors who have achieved 
national and international promi-
nence and a distinguished reputation 
in their chosen fi eld, and Dr. Hussain 
certainly deserves the distinction. 

Throughout his auspicious career, 
he has made many important inroads 
into the molecular and cellular biol-
ogy of how the hepatic and small intes-
tinal cells provide lipid metabolism, 
in order to fi nd better treatments to 
lower high plasma cholesterol levels. 
His work has received many institu-
tional and national awards, he has 
spoken at and organized international 
conferences, and has given more than 
two decades of continuous support to 
many agencies, including the National 
Institute of Health. 

Standing O offers a huzza or two 
to Dr. Hussain, so that he can add a 
“Standing O” to his mantle.

State University of New York Down-
state Medical Center [450 Clarkson Ave. 
at New York Avenue in Prospect Lef-
ferts Gardens, (718) 270–1000].

Happy birthday to a Purple Heart

Three cheers to new ‘patient’ head

PLAY BALL!: Arthur Walsh, center, with his son and grandson at MCU Park, where he threw out 
the fi rst pitch.
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By Max Jaeger

Always wanted to learn a musical 
instrument, but held back by stage 
fright? Try a little liquid courage.

A pair of Park Slope music teachers are 
helping their adult students allay first-timer 
jitters by pairing beginner guitar and violin 
lessons with alcohol. Instead of starting 
lessons with scales or chords, string ticklers 
Pete Lanctot and Ginger Dolden kick off 
their Booze Violin and Booze Guitar group 
classes by pouring their pupils a drink or 
two.

“You have all these inhibitions when you 
first start, and it’s really hard for people 

to relax,” said Lanctot, a certified music 
teacher and faculty member at the Brooklyn 
Conservatory of Music in Park Slope. “We 
figured if we tied in booze somehow would 
make a fun environment.”

But the hooch is as much a social lubri-
cant as a creative one, and serving drinks is 
also about helping students in a group class 
open up to one another, Dolden said.

“It’s a lonely process if you’re embarking 
on trying to play an instrument as an adult,” 
she said. “Having a community is key if 
you’re trying to started.”

The duo teaches the liquored-up lessons 
to groups of 10–15 adults over an eight-week 

semester at their Navy Yard studio. The 
course culminates in a recital performance 
at a local music venue — in years past, 
the classes have performed at Littlefield 
and Shapeshifter Lab in Gowanus, Lanctot 
said.

When they’re not  rocking Brooklyn bars , 
Lanctot and Dolden also give private les-
sons. But they added three “booze” classes 
to their repertoire in 2013 to reach more 
people, they said. The lessons were such 
a hit, the duo is now accepting enroll-
ments for three ginned-up guitar classes 
and eight vino-imbued violin classes this 
fall. Students can choose from weekday 

evening or weekend afternoon time slots for 
the one-hour sessions, and can bring their 
own axe or rent one. 

A former violin student said the classes 
provided a comfortable environment for 
picking up what is often considered a 
tough-to-learn instrument.

“The group lessons are actually a lot of 
fun — there’s not as much attention on you 
so you can relax a little,” said past student 
Emily Gref, who lives in Kensington. “Of 
course, the drinks help with that.”

Booze Violin and Booze Guitar courses 
run Sept. 20 to Nov. 13. Visit www.bantam-
studios.com to sign up. $200.

Slopers teach boozy music lessons

Teacher’s helper: Music instructors Ginger Dolden 
and Pete Lanctot give their adult students a drink or 
two to help them loosen up. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

String and tonic
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By Vanessa Ogle

Talk about a blast from the past!
A new documentary pre-

miering at Deno’s Wonder 
Wheel Amusement Park in Coney 
Island on Aug. 9 will celebrate  the 
triumphant return  of the Astroland 
Rocket to its rightful place in the 
People’s Playground earlier this year.

“The Rocket Has Landed,” a 
20-minute film by the Coney Island 
History Project director Charles 
Denson, details the rocket’s dark and 
dangerous voyage home from Staten 
Island, where it was being stored 
outside old Navy buildings after the 
Astroland amusement park closed 
down in 2009. 

“It was the last flight of the rocket, 
flying back from Staten Island,” said 
Denson, who has made two other films 
about Coney Island and is already 
working on his fourth.

Astroland’s former owners donated 
the rocket to the city a year after the 
park closed down, with the agreement 
that the city would continue the its 
upkeep. But the spacey sculpture — 
which went underwater and was struck 
by a boat during Hurricane Sandy — 
was in critical condition after years 
of neglect. In such a run-down state, 
Denson wasn’t sure the rocket would 
make it back in one piece, so the hair-
raising relocation was staged at night 

just in case it didn’t.
“We were trying to keep the whole 

project secret in case anything went 
wrong,” he said. 

The screening is part of the park’s 
annual History Day celebration, which 
will this year feature a host of other 
space-age spectacles, including a 
DJ spinning far-out ’60s tunes, free 

MoonPies, and a planetarium-themed 
light show inside the recently restored 
rocket itself.

Coney Island’s History Day at 
Deno’s Wonder Wheel Park [3059 
Denos Vourderis Pl. near Surf Avenue 
in Coney Island, (718) 372–2592, www.
coneyislandhistory.org]. Aug. 9 at 1 
pm. Free. 

By Danielle Furfaro

And your mom told you all those hours spent play-
ing “Rock Band” and “Guitar Hero” were a waste 
of time.

The Brick theater in Williamsburg is hosting a night of 
Rock Band Karaoke on Aug. 2 as part of its gaming-meets-
theater festival  Game Play  — and your skills could help 
sick kids.

“It is inspired by our tabletop games that we have been 
doing for years,” said Robyne Martinez, marketing manager 
at the Brick, a black box theater known for its obsession 
with games of all kinds. “It is a great way to have fun and 
to publicize the other shows we are doing.” 

Rock Band Karaoke is exactly what you think it is. The 
theater will provide all of the faux instruments, and each 
player can expect to get rated not only by the game, but also 
by other participants.  

The game night will include songs from all versions of 
“Rock Band,” — which means more than 800 tracks, plus 
about 75 Beatles tunes. No particular band or track has 
ruled the stage at previous iterations of the event, but an 
organizer said you are more likely to hear AC/DC than ZZ 
Top — though mostly for practical reasons.

“There is no most popular track. They do not usually 
get repeated once picked,” said Brick technical director Ian 

Hill. “With so many songs and groups, the majority of the 
songs come from the early letters of the alphabet.”

All money raised at the event will go to Child’s Play, a 
charity that provides games for kids in hospital. Participants 
who buy a game for the Children’s Hospital at Montefiore 
in the Bronx off its  Amazon wish list  beforehand will get 
free entry.

Rock Band Karaoke Night at the Brick [579 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Lorimer Street and Union Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 285–3863, www.bricktheater.com]. Free 
with proof of wish list donation, or with donation at the 
door.

By Sarah Iannone

Ariel Cotton went to art 
school and found electrical 
engineering. 

The Gowanus artist had been 
drawing, sculpting, and painting 
her whole life, but first discovered 
the scientific side of creating while 
studying at Cooper Union School 
of Art in Manhattan.

“I saw robotics projects, laser 
cutters, and other projects and tools 
that fascinated me,” said Cotton. “I 
was hooked from that point onward, 
and I started taking engineering 
courses at Cooper in topics such as 
digital logic design, computer sci-
ence, and industrial design, averag-
ing about one engineering course 
per semester.”

She ended up taking a year off 
from Cooper Union to devote time 
exclusively to engineering, math, 
and science courses, and almost 
threw her artistic ambitions away.

“For a while I thought I wanted 
to drop out of art altogether and 
become an engineer, but then I 
realized that I would never be ful-
filled unless I was doing something 
creative,” she said. 

So Cotton found a way to bring 
her two passions together. In her 
new exhibition “Gonna Put A 
Hacks On You,” opening Aug. 7 
at Littlefield in Gowanus, she has 
used her technical skills to wire 
up a range of seemingly mundane 
objects to do unexpected things.

One piece, titled “Lady 
Godiva,” is a group of miniature 
ladies made out of chocolate, 
with edible circuitry inside. The 
works make orgasmic and painful-
sounding moans when you bite 
into them. The piece illustrates 

the thin boundary between plea-
sure and pain, explained Cotton — 
especially when it comes to eating 
chocolate. 

“As a self-professed chocoholic, 
eating chocolate is one of the most 
heavenly sensations I’ve ever expe-
rienced, but it can quickly turn into 
an unpleasant experience if you eat 
too much, or even make you seri-
ously ill,” she said.

These kinds of technological 
twists are definite crowd-pleasers, 
said Cotton.

“Many people seem flabber-
gasted, and many people seem 
amazed,” she said.

But engineers and others who 
understand how electronics work 
are significantly less impressed by 
her technological trickery — and 
Cotton said this has challenged 
her to keep her work conceptually 
interesting. 

“I’ve learned that you can’t rely 
on the same old tricks forever if 
they don’t have a new twist to them 
or an interesting concept behind 
them,” she said.

Cotton hopes the show will help 
art lovers and technophiles find 
some common ground, she said. 

“In a world that is so fractured 
by politics, religion, race, geogra-
phy, and ultimately disciplines and 
professions as well, it’s powerful 
to see my work breaking down 
some of those barriers, even if it’s 
just a minuscule fraction of them,” 
she said.

“Gonna Put A Hacks On You” 
opening reception at Littlefield 
(622 Degraw St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Gowanus, www.
littlefieldnyc.com). Aug. 7 at 6–9 pm. 
Free. Show runs through Sept. 1.

W’burg church screens 
Spanish-language movies

New film celebrates return of the Astroland Rocket

Don’t judge it by its cover: Artist Ariel Cotton prints books with electrically conductive 
ink, turning humble-looking illustrations into touch sensors. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Groovy: Charles Denson, the filmmaker behind “The Rocket Has Landed,” rocks an out-of-
this-world outfit at Deno’s Wonder Wheel Park.  Courtesy of Charles Denson

Totally wired

ROCKET-UMENTARY

Guitar heroes
Play ‘Rock Band’ for a good cause

Fab fun: Rock out to one of 80 different Beatles tracks at Rock Band 
Karaoke. Electronic Arts
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718 -475 - 6738

7717 3rd Avenue, Bay Ridge  Valet Parking

Our Restaurant For Your 
Special Occasions And Banquet Affairs

BRIDAL & BABY SHOWER
COMMUNION & CONFIRMATION  BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY

BOUTIQUE WEDDINGS & BUSINESS FUNCTIONS
END OF TERM  GRADUATIONS  RETIREMENTS

Entertainment
Mondays – Karaoke with Little Neil

Wednesdays – Karaoke with DJ Dave
Original Thursdays – Open Stage with Max & Richie

Friday 08/01 – 3 Way – 9:30 pm
Saturday 08/02 –  London Fogg – 10 pm

Sunday 08/03 – Tony Travis & Friends – 6 pm
Friday 08/08 – Off The Record – 9:30 pm

Saturday 08/09 –  Mistaken Identity – 10 pm
Sunday 08/10 – Nunzio – 6 pm

Visit us at www.GreenhouseCafe.com or call 718-475-6738 
for menus and additional information

ALL BOTTLES OF WINE 50% OFF WITH THIS MENU
APPETIZER

ENTRÉE

DESSERT

COFFEE or TEA

Complete Dinner $3800
 + Tax & Gratuity

Now thru Labor Day

New York City Restaurant Week

NEED A GETAWAY?

L & M Tours
6812 3rd Ave Brooklyn, NY 11220

718-238-2284
www.lmtours.net
info@lmtours.net5 Convenient Pick Ups in NYC

718-238-2284
6812 3rd Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11220

www.lmtours.net    info@lmtours.net
888-238-2220 (outside NYC)

2 0 1 4
Air & Land PackagesMotorcoach Tours & Charters

Airline Tickets Domestic & International Cruises

CALL FOR
FREE
BROCHURE

Scheduled Bus Trips All Year Round
Over 300 Tours to Choose From

 Full Service Travel Agency
 Bus Charters - 24 or 56 seats 
 Cruises & Vacation Packages
 International Airline Tickets
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                     SUMMER DINING IN BROOKLYN Special Advertising Section

Delicious Watermelon Party™

993 Flatbush Ave.
Brooklyn NY 11226

(718) 484-3800

1446 86th St.
Brooklyn NY 11228

(718) 837-3784

224 Livingston St.
Brooklyn NY 11201

(718) 522-6300

5114 Avenue N
Brooklyn NY 11234

(347) 587-7500

1736 Sheepshead Bay Rd.
Brooklyn NY 11235

(718) 535-7909

SUMMER SWEET SAVINGS
SAVE $5.00 OFF 

your next order of any Chocolate Dipped Fruit Box or Arrangement  
Code -  SMBK0914   Exp 09/15/14

Offer Valid Only At Participating Locations. Can Not Be Combined With Any Other Offer. Valid Through Sept 15th 2014

Pick fruit. It’s fresher.

Swizzled Mixed Fruit Chocolate-tini™

Mango Kiwi Summer Festival™Watermelon Kiwi Summer-tini™

Mix It Up Strawberry Chocolate-tini™

1904 Surf Ave. MCU Park  Coney Island
(718) 449-3200  PeggyOneillsNY.com

SUNDAYS AT 1PM MATINEE MAGIC SHOW  $12/PP  $8/KIDS
FUN FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY!

Peggy O’Neills
CONEY ISLAND

PRESENTS OUR  

UPCOMING EVENTS
HAPPY HOUR BANDS 
Every Thursday & Friday, 4pm 
BEER SPECIALS! 

SATURDAY 8/2 
DEAD FESTIVAL 
A Tribute to the Grateful Dead
All-Day-Music-Event   
Live music by 
“HELL OR HIGH WATER” 3PM

SUNDAY  8/3   
JOE BAYER BAND @3PM

FRIDAY 8/1 
RADIO DAZE 9pm

THURSDAY 8/7  
FULL DISCLOSURE,   
5PM

KARAOKE MONDAYS 5pm

OUTDOOR BBQ  
EVERY WEEKEND 
COUNTRY MUSIC SUNDAYS 
Live Country Music, 3PM on 
BEER BUCKET SPECIALS!

“Happy Hour Everday”  
32oz. Coors Lite Draft $7.00

PRIVATE 
PARTIES

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS
Complimentary Glass of Wine or Soda

718.833.0800
www.NewCornerRestaurant.com

Play N.Y.S. Lottery & Quick Draw

EST. 1936

RESTAURANT

7201 8th Avenue
Bay Ridge

Major Credit Cards Accepted

$14.75
LITE LUNCH

$19.75
LUNCH SPECIAL

$24.95
DINNER SPECIAL

Monday - Thursday 3:00 to 11:30
MAXIMUM 8 PEOPLE (EXCEPT HOLIDAYS)

Monday - Saturday 12:00 to 3:00
MAXIMUM 8 PEOPLE (EXCEPT HOLIDAYS)

$28.00
LIVE MUSIC

Feel Good Thursdays

By Vincenzo Colandrea

NEW CORNER RESTAURANT
IS NOW CONSIDERED A LANDMARK

FOUNDED OVER75
 YEARS

OPEN 7 DAYS
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

Join Us For “FISH FRIDAYS”
$26.95
$29.95

4 Course Fish Dinners

4 Course Lobster Dinners
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                     SUMMER DINING IN BROOKLYN Special Advertising Section

Cafe Fornetto
2902 Emmons Ave., Sheepshead Bay 

(Btwn Nostrand and E29th Street)

(718) 332-8494 www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

On Premise Valet Parking

CAFÉ 

NEW OUTDOOR
LOUNGE STYLE CAFÉ

Small Plates
Wood Fired Pizza 

Specialty Cocktails

LIVE MUSIC THURSDAY NIGHTS

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S LOBSTER DOCK 
RESTAURANT

Market Specials & Menu Online: Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 KNAPP St. & Belt Pkwy (EXIT 9 OR 9A) Sheepshead Bay, BKLYN

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across from the UA Movies)

FREE 
PARKING

ZAGAT  
RATED  
EXCELLENT

“GENUINE”
PRINCE EDWARD

ISLAND
MUSSELS

HOURS: Sun. – Thurs. 9 am – 10 pm  Fri. & Sat. 9 am – 11 pm
1-800-404-CLAW

FRESH FILET
FRIED OR BROILED

FISH & CHIPS SPECIAL

$10*
+ TAX*

WITH COUPONS ONLY

$199
LB

/4

LOBSTER SPECIAL

$20*
EXP. 8/18/14

+ TAX*
EXP. 8/18/14

 *

EXP. 8/18/14

2003 Emmons Ave. 
718.332.6064

- - - Freshest Fish in Sheepshead Bay - - - 

Outdoor 
Dining
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By Matthew Perlman

No walk in the footsteps 
of Brooklyn’s literary 
elite would be complete 

without a stroll to the bar.
The Brooklyn Literary Pub 

Crawl is a bi-weekly walk-
ing tour running in Brooklyn 
Heights and Boerum Hill 
with stops at locations where 
Brooklyn writers have lived 
and imbibed. But the tour offers 
more than just a brush with the 
borough’s literary legends, said 
tour founder Eric Chase.

“We don’t want it to be 
the Hollywood mansion tour,” 
Chase said. “We want people 
to hear the words where they 
were written.”

To that end, guides read 
from passages of works writ-
ten in the neighborhoods as 
the group crawls from pub to 
pub. Chase hopes the experi-
ence helps people connect with 
the authors.

“We try to bring their sto-
ries to life a little bit,” he said.

Chase started giving guided 
tours of literary landmarks in 
the Greenwich Village section 
of Manhattan back in 1998. And 
since many writers moved from 
the Village to the area around 
Brooklyn Heights, he believes it 
makes for a natural extension of 
his original excursions.

“They had a real affinity for 
that neighborhood,” Chase said.

The two-and-a-half hour 
tour makes stops at three dif-
ferent bars, and includes plen-
ty of prose-filled and poetic 
diversions along the way.

The first location is the 
Henry Street Ale House, which 
Chase picked because of its 
proximity to Walt Whitman 
Park in Cadman Plaza. The 
famous Bard of Brooklyn 
worked for the Brooklyn 
Daily Eagle, which had offic-
es around the corner on Old 
Fulton Street, and lived in the 
area when he first published 

an edition of his seminal work 
“Leaves of Grass.”

From there, the scribe stroll 
heads to Montero’s Bar and 
Grill on Atlantic Avenue, a 
mainstay of the Heights since 
1947. Author Frank McCourt 
lived in an apartment above 
the nautical-themed water-
ing hole in the 1980s, rent-
ing it from the bar’s matriarch 
 Pilar Montero . The place has 
not changed much since first 
opening its doors to serve the 
Merchant Marines who used to 
dock along the nearby water-

front, Chase said.
“It’s a dive bar, but it’s a fan-

tastic dive bar,” he said. “And it 
really feels like Brooklyn. Its a 
complete relic.”

The last stop is the Brooklyn 
Inn, a Hoyt Street outpost that 
claims to “maybe be” the bor-
ough’s oldest bar.

But the literary connections 
to this establishment continue 
into modern times. Novelist 
Jonathan Lethem, who wrote 
the detective story “Motherless 
Brooklyn” which is set in 
Boerum Hill, spent time at the 
tavern. And “Bored to Death” 
creator  Jonathan Ames  held  a 
wake  for his cancelled TV show 
there in 2011. Even so, the Inn is 
clearly a classic, Chase said.

“You can sense the history 
in that place,” he said.

The fact that history is still 
so apparent in Brooklyn is 
what Chase likes best about his 
newest pub crawl.

“Manhattan just changed 
so quickly,” he said. “But in 
this part of Brooklyn, the build-
ings are all the same buildings. 
There’s such a unique identity.”

Literary Pub Crawl starting 
at the Henry Street Ale House [62 
Henry St. between Orange and 
Cranberry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (212) 613–5796, www.
literarypubcrawl.com]. Aug. 3, 
17, and 31 at 1 pm. $20 ($15 
students and seniors).

By Max Jaeger

Live music, classical 
theater, and a Bavarian 
buffet — Bay Ridge is 

sizzling with things to do this 
week! 

The Third Avenue Summer 
Stroll is staying off its feet this 
weekend (don’t worry, it will 
be back between 80th and 90th 
streets on Aug. 8), so use this 
time to rest those legs. Instead, 
pull up a bar stool, dust off 
that lorgnette, and put on your 
stretchiest pants, because this 
is going to be a week for the 
Ridge record books.

On Friday, start your week-
end off with a shot of adrena-
line at Greenhouse Cafe (7717 
Third Ave. between 77th and 
78th streets) where power trio 

Three Way takes the stage at 
10 pm.

Get thee to a fun-nery! On 
Saturday, watch two kids dis-
obey their parents and sneak 

off to make out when ye olde 
Brooklyn Shakespeare Festival 
stages “Romeo and Juliet” three 
times at Owl’s Head Park 
Overlook (68th Street and 
Colonial Road). Show times are 
noon, 2:45 pm and 6 pm. 

There is plenty to do after 
the play, too. Scoot over to 
Hunter’s Steak & Ale House 
(9404 Fourth Ave. at 94th 
Street) where neighborhood 
legends Frankie Marra and 
Tony Monier will erase any 
memory of Romeo and Juliet’s 
tragic demise with soothing 
song starting at 8:30 pm. 

Once your constitution has 
returned, fly to Three Jolly 
Pigeons (6802 Third Ave. at 
68th Street) and belt your heart 
out at Karaoke With Jukebox 

Johnny at 10 pm.
Cool off from a hot week-

end on Sunday back at the 
Greenhouse Cafe, where 
Tony Travis and Friends will 
tickle the ivories and tug on 
your heartstrings with some 
of the best classic rock in the 
Ridge at 6 pm.

And Oktoberfest is only 
three months away, which 
means it is time to start train-
ing your gut to pack away cased 
meat and beer in advance of the 
centuries-old celebration. Stroll 
over to Schnitzel Haus (7319 
Fifth Ave. between 73rd and 
74th avenues) from 5–9 pm on 
Wednesday for an all-you-can-
eat Bavarian buffet that would 
make King Ludwig I himself 
burst with pride (and sausage).

By Noah Hurowitz

Grab some popcorn — and your Spanish diction-
ary.

St. Paul’s Church in Williamsburg is hosting 
a new film series it is calling the Latin American Film 
Festival in August, showing four classic movies from 
around the Spanish-speaking world. The festival’s orga-
nizer said he hopes the free, outdoors film fest will bring 
the neighborhood’s residents together across age and 
language barriers. 

“We want an atmosphere where people can wander 
in off the street, enjoy movies from their childhood, and 
create a culture of mingling and cultural expression,” said 
Ben McKelahan, a pastor at St. Paul’s. 

Screening each Thursday in August, the movies are 
all in Spanish with English subtitles. McKelahan hopes to 
create a small taste of the atmosphere that the neighbor-
hood lost when the nearby Commodore Theater closed 
down in 2002.

“The Commodore was a big center for a lot of the 
folks in the community,” he said. “We’re hoping to bring 
cultural energy back to the block.”

The first film in the series, which will show on Aug. 
7, is 1964’s “El Padrecito,” or “The Little Priest.” It stars 
Cantinflas, a Mexican actor popular in the 1940s and 
’50s who was known as the Mexican Charlie Chaplin. 
Cantinflas plays a young priest who shows up in a small 
Mexican town with a head full of ideas and a penchant for 
stirring up trouble.

McKelahan chose one film from each decade between 
1950 and 1980 in an effort to create the broadest possible 
appeal. 

Other films showing in the series include “The Spirit 
of the Beehive,” a 1973 film about a young girl in the 
wake of the Spanish Civil War, and “The King of the 
Neighborhood,” a Mexican comedy from 1950 featuring 
a modern-day Robin Hood figure.

The Latin American Film Festival at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church [334 S. Fifth St. between Rodney and 
Keap Streets, (510) 926–2310, www.parablesnyc.org/film-
festival]. Aug. 7, 14, 21, and 28 at 8 pm. Free.

A literary pub crawl through a storied neighborhood

Pastor and “Little Priest”: Ben McKehlahan stands with a poster 
for “El Padrecito” (the Little Priest), the first movie screening in St. 
Paul’s month-long film series. Photo by Stefano Giovanini

Crawler: Literary pub crawl guide Marissa Levien stops for a swig and a 
study in front of the Brooklyn Inn. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Film fiesta! 

BOOK-LYN HEIGHTS

It is a sausage fest in Bay Ridge!

W’burg church screens 
Spanish-language movies



A
UG. 1-7, 2014, C

OURIER L
IFE

33

24
SEVEN

114 Bay Ridge Ave. 
(Off Colonial Rd.)

718-833-8865
www.casapepe.com

BRUNCH “EVERY” SATURDAY & SUNDAY

Fiesta Fridays
4–7 PMEVERY FRIDAY!

1/2 OFF 
Margaritas, Daquiris, All Mexican Beers, Sangria

1/2 OFF 
Our “Mexican Side” of the menu

AT BAR ONLY — INDOOR OR GARDEN BAR

$40
(Mon.–Thur.)

$15
per person 

(Mon.–Thur.)

MID-WEEK DINNER 
AT-THE-BAR

One Entree from Our Bar Menu
One Frozen Margarita–Ole!

MEXICAN MID-WEEK 
DINNER FOR TWO 

One Appetizer to Share
Two Entrees
One Dessert to Share

Authentic Spanish  
& Mexican Cuisine

OPEN 7 DAYS

Check our website: 

 (Beverages, Tax & Gratuity not included)

 
SERVED WITH SPICY MARINARA SAUCE   

 RICE BALLS

 HOMEMADE 
CROUTONS AND SHAVED PARMIGANO REGGIANO

 
WITH BALSAMIC VINAIGRETTE

  
PASTA SERVED WITH PESTO, CHERRY  

TOMATOES, ALMONDS, PIGNOLI NUTS, GARLIC, 
PARSLEY & BASIL

EGGPLANT,  
FRESH MOZZARELLA AND SHAVED RICOTTA 

SALATA IN A TOMATO SAUCE

 
VEAL CUTLET SERVED IN MARSALA WINE, 

ASPARAGUS, AND POLENTA CAKE 

 
  

BRAISED IN A TOMATO SAUCE, SERVED WITH 
KALAMATA OLIVES, RAISINS, AND CAPERS 

SERVED WITH A RED WINE REDUCTION

TRADITIONAL FARE 
 

 5:30–11pm  
 2–9pm

209 4th Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11217
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Park, (718) 287–3400], www.
prospectpark.org/audubon. 

KAYAKING: Kayak with the 
Brooklyn Bridge Park Boat-
house’ fl oating dock. All 
levels welcome, no experi-
ence required. Free. 10 am–3 
–pm. Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Pier 2 Dock (Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Greenway in Columbia 
Heights), www.nycgovparks.
org. 

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, SUMMER SE-

RIES PUPPET THEATER: 

Prokofi ev’s orchestral adven-
ture including “Peter and the 
Wolf,” “The Frog Prince,” and 
“The Ugly Duckling.” $8 ($9 
adults; $7 groups of 20 or 
more). 12:30 pm and 2:30 pm. 
Puppetworks [338 Sixth Ave. 
at Fourth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–3391], www.pup-
petworks.org. 

MUSIC, FAMILY CONCERT: 
Walk across the gangplank of 
a renovated coffee barge and 
enjoy a family friendly event. 
Free. 3 pm. Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Pier 1 (Furman Street 

FRI, AUG. 1

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
POP-UP POOL: The 30-by-50-

foot pool includes a sandy 
beach and play area. Free. 10 
am–6 pm. Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Pier 2 Uplands (Furman 
Street and Columbia Street in 
Brooklyn Heights). 

KIDS’S DISCOVERY STATIONS: 
Families learn about plants, 
composting, and garden sto-
ries. Free with admission to 
the gardens. 10:30 am–12:30 
pm. Brooklyn Botanic Gar-
den [1000 Washington Ave., 
at Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 623–7220], 
www.bbg.org. 

FIREWORKS ON THE BEACH: 
The night sky lights up over 
Coney Island. Free. 9:30 
pm. Cone Island Boardwalk 
(Boardwalk between W. 10th 
and W. 15th streets in Coney 
Island). 

FILM, “SPY KIDS 3D GAME 
OVER”: Outdoor screen-
ing. Free. 8 pm. Owl’s Head 
Park (67th Street and Colonial 
Road in Bay Ridge), www.ny-
cgovparks.org. 

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, CIRQUE DU SOLEIL 

— VAREKAI: $50.95–$174.40. 

7:30 pm. Barclays Center [620 
Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street 
in Prospect Heights, (917) 
618–6100], www.barclayscen-
ter.com. 

MUSIC, THE BOX TIGER, 
MOUNT SHARP, CHAOS 
CHAOS, FLYING PACE: $10 
($8 in advance). 8 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.unionhallny.
com. 

MUSIC, MUCCA PAZZA, 
M.A.K.U. SOUNDSYSTEM: 
$12. 8 pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 11th 
and N. 12th streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, GALAPAGOS NOW!, 
THE DREADFUL CROWS, 
THE SEVENS: $10. 8 pm. 
Glasslands (289 Kent Ave. at 
S. Second Street in Williams-
burg), www.glasslands.com. 

COMEDY, THE KINGS OF 
KARAOKE: Free. Midnight. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

MUSIC, NEON INDIAN, THE 
GREAT VOID, TA$$Y: $15. 
11:59 pm. Cameo Gallery [93 
N. Sixth St. between Wythe 
Avenue and Berry Street in 

Williamsburg, (718) 302–
1180], www.cameony.net. 

SAT, AUG. 2

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
TALK, INTRO TO BIRD WATCH-

ING: Take a tour and learn 
about the 250 species of birds 
that call Prospect Park home 
with Brooklyn Bird Club. 
Free. Noon–1 pm. Prospect 
Park Audubon Center [Enter 
park at Lincoln Road and 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 

and Middagh Street in Brook-
lyn Heights), www.nycgov-
parks.org. 

OTHER
ART, “COLOR” AND “OUT 

OF ORDER”: More than 900 
works art at the Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists Coalition’s 
two summer shows. Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists Coalition 
[499 Van Brunt St., near Reed 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
596–2506], www.bwac.org. 

ART, TARGET FIRST SATURDAY: 
Celebration of Brooklyn’s Ca-
ribbean communities. Free. 
5–8:45 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

CULTURAL CONNECTIONS: 
Kids hear the sounds of the 
mbira — an African thumb 
piano. Free with museum 
admission. Noon and 1 pm. 
Brooklyn Children’s Mu-
seum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at 
St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

HUDSON LINE: Children of all 
ages can go for a virtual ride 
on the Metro-north Hudson 
Line. Free with museum ad-
mission. 1:30 pm. New York 
Transit Museum [Boerum 
Place at Schermerhorn Street 
in Downtown, (718) 694–
1600], www.mta.info/mta/
museum. 

POTTERCON: An adult Harry 
Potter fan party, with trivia, a 
costume contest, and prizes. 
Free. 2 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

Helmet hair: One-man-band Bob Log III plays the Wick on Aug. 5. Bob Log III

The dumplings here come in 
a rainbow of colors — orange, 
purple, and green — and they 
are all made from natural ingre-
dients, says Nick Weng, the chef-
owner of Kathy’s Dumplings in 
Bay Ridge.  

The secret is combining fresh 
vegetable juice with f lour to 
make the wraps. They look beau-
tiful on a plate, are tasty, and 
they are good for you, too. It’s a 
winning combination.

Weng and his partner, Kathy 
Ren, are committed to providing 
Brooklynites with good-quality 
food, all hand-made. 

“A lot of restaurants pre-
make their food, but not us,” says 
Weng. “Everything is fresh.” 

The unique items on the 
menu are culled from the tradi-
tional fare of Northern China. 
That’s where he was born, and 
where Ren toiled in restaurants 
for 25 years. 

The green dumplings get 
their color from spinach juice, 
and are wrapped around shrimp, 
zucchini, pork, and carrots. The 

purple dumplings are made with 
violet cabbage juice, pork, cab-
bage, and sweet corn. Weng says 
that violet cabbage contains lots 
of vitamins, and when people 
in China are not feeling well, 
they eat this to gain their health 
back. 

The spiciest dumpling of the 
three — the orange — gets its 
deep hue from the juice of car-
rots, and includes red and green 
pepper, pork, chicken, and car-
rots inside the colorful wrap. 
They are all served with the 
restaurant’s homemade dipping 
sauce.

For those who prefer to stick 
with basic white dumplings, 
there are plenty. A distinctive 
one includes the luffa, stuffed 
with shrimp and luffa, a Chinese 
silk squash.

Although the dumplings get 
top billing, Kathy’s offers other 
selections such as a violet cab-
bage and pear salad, a refresh-
ing way to enjoy a starter or light 
lunch. 

The pork buns are a must. The 
dough is handmade, and cooked 

so the outside stays crispy, while 
the inside is juicy.  They are sized 
so there’s meat in every bite. 

If you’re looking for the beef, 
you’ll find it on steamed English 
muffin-sized buns, dressed with 
a lettuce leaf. The beef is stir-
fried with cumin. 

Weekly specials appear on 

a blackboard — items such as 
summer rolls comprised of veg-
etables, white meat chicken, and 
mint. Or, perhaps a Shanghai 
dumpling soup. 

Try a few delicacies by order-
ing combination plates like the 
vegetable scallion pancake wrap, 
cucumber salad, and bean curd 

soup, a reasonable $8.25.
Part of the fun is experienc-

ing the flavored cold teas, served 
with thick straws so one can 
drink the tapioca and pieces of 
jelly at the bottom of the cup. 
Kathy’s is so generous with 
the jelly, it’s like drinking des-
sert, the white, blue, yellow, red 
rounds and rectangles, taking 
up nearly a third of the glass. 
Flavors include peach, passion 
fruit, honey, and strawberry. 
Milk drinks are served the same 
way. Yes, there’s soda and bottled 
water, too.  

The small eat-in area has 
seating for 20 people at tables 
and at counter stools that sur-
round windows, overlooking the 
street. Takeout is an option, and 
Kathy’s Dumplings offers free 
delivery.

Kathy’s Dumplings [7924 
Third Ave. between 79th and 
80th streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
833–7000, www.kathysdump-
lings.m988.com]. Open Mon-
days through Thursdays, 10:30 
am–9:30 pm; Fridays and Sat-
urdays, 10:30 am–10 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Kathy’s Dumplings colorful, tasty and good for you
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SEVEN

HELLBOUND TRAIN 
Friday, August 8th

At the Schnitzel Haus
7319 5th Ave - Bay Ridge

3 Course $25 
Prix Fixe

THE KBH
84 Saint Marks Place, Brooklyn | 347-227-7238

Mon–Wed: 3pm–midnight (12am)  |  Thu–Fri:3pm–4am  |  Sat: 12pm–4am  |  Sun: 12pm–2am

Check our website: www.thekbh.com

Come Experience the 
Best German Biers in the World

CHILLED TO PERFECTION

HISTORY WORKSHOPS: Make 
your own Nine Man Morris 
board, learn how to play the 
olden time game and take it 
home. $3. 2–4 pm. Lefferts 
Historic Homestead [452 
Flatbush Ave. between Em-
pire Boulevard and Eastern 
Parkway in Park Slope, (718) 
789–2822], www.prospect-
park.org. 

SUN, AUG. 3

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, CIRQUE DU SOLEIL 

— VAREKAI: $50.95–$174.40. 
7:30 pm. Barclays Center [620 
Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street 
in Prospect Heights, (917) 
618–6100], www.barclayscen-
ter.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDY NIGHT: 
Hosted by Hannibal Bur-
ress. First come, fi rst seated. 
Free. 9 pm. Knitting Factory 
[361 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Havemeyer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 529–6696], 
bk.knittingfactory.com. 

MUSIC, SHINE AND THE 
MOONBEAMS: Children’s 
R&B concert. Free. 11 am. 
Brooklyn Bridge Park Pier 
6 (State Street and Furman 
Street in Brooklyn Heights), 
www.brooklynbridgepark.
org. 

OTHER
HISTORY DAY: Children explore 

life before washing machines 
and get to examine the non-
electric way to clean clothes, 
with washboards, tubs and 
bar soap. $3. 1–4 pm. Lef-
ferts Historic Homestead [452 
Flatbush Ave. between Em-
pire Boulevard and Eastern 
Parkway in Park Slope, (718) 
789–2822], www.prospect-
park.org. 

THE WIND-UP CIRCUS TOY 
SHOW: A demonstration 
of mechanical and wind-up 
circus-themed toys — some 
over 100 years old. $10. 2 pm. 
Shooting Gallery Arts Annex 
(1208 Surf Ave. between 
Stillwell Avenue and W. 12th 
Street in Coney Island), www.
coneyisland.com. 

ART, DRINK & DRAW: Weekly 
fi gure drawing class; model, 
crayons, and paper provided, 
or bring your own materials. 
Free (2-drink minimum). 10:30 
pm. Macri Park Bar [462 Union 
Ave. at Metropolitan Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 599–
4999], www.macripark.com. 

MON, AUG. 4

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, PAJAMA PEOPLE, 

TWINKIDS, CITYGIRL, 
MUTEBOY: $10. 8:30 pm. 
Glasslands (289 Kent Ave. at 
S. Second Street in Williams-
burg), www.glasslands.com. 

OTHER
FILM, “IMITATION OF LIFE”: 

Screening of 1959 Lana Turner 
classic, which tells the story of 
an African-American woman 
and her light-skinned, mixed-
race daughter, with a post-
fi lm discussion led by author 
and CUNY sociology profes-
sor Erica Chito-Childs. Free. 
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Historical 
Society [128 Pierrepont St. 
at Clinton Street in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

THE WILLIAMSBURG SPELL-
ING BEE: Free. 7 pm. Pete’s 

Candy Store [709 Lorimer St. 
at Richardson Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 302–3770], 
www.petescandystore.com. 

TALK, THE MOTH STORY 
SLAM: Storytelling competi-
tion. $8. 8 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

COMEDY, STAND UP COMEDY: 
Free. 9 pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 
Fifth Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

TUES, AUG. 5

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
YOUTH CORPS: Teens volunteer 

in the park and take on a chal-
lenging project, such as paint-
ing benches or landscaping 
work. Sign-up online. Free. 
10 am–2 pm. Prospect Park 
Picnic House [Prospect Park 
West and Fifth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 287–3400], www.
prospectpark.org. 

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, BOB LOG III: $14 ($12 

in advance). 9 pm. The Wick 
[260 Meserole St. at Bushwick 
Place in Bushwick, (347) 799–
1049], www.thewicknyc.com. 

COMEDY, LIAM MCENEANEY 
29TH BIRTHDAY BASH: Co-
median, writer, and podcaster 
Liam McEneaney is celebrat-
ing his 29th birthday with 
several of his favorite musical 
and comedic acts — Gilbert 
Gottfried, Mike Doughty, Kaki 
King, Amanda Melson, and 
more. $20. 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third Av-
enue in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510], www.thebellhouseny.
com. 

COMEDY, “THE FANCY 
SHOW”: Producers Michael 
Joyce, Langston Kerman, 
Lane Pieschel, Simmons 
McDavid, and Jenny Zigrino 
share the stage with local tal-
ent. Free. 8 pm. Bar Reis [375 
Fifth Ave. between Fifth and 
Sixth streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 974–2412]. 

THEATER, “LITTLE RED’S 
HOOD”: A new twist on an 
old tale. Free. 10:30 am. Un-
derwood Park (LaFayette and 
Washington avenues in Clin-
ton Hill), www.cityparksfoun-
dation.org. 

THEATER, PUPPETSBURG: 
Puppet show for children, 
inclduing dancing, music, and 
bubbles. $40 for two shows. 
4 pm. 184 Kent (184 Kent Ave. 
at N. Third Street in Williams-
burg), www.puppetsburg.
com. 

OTHER
TALK, LEV GROSSMAN: New 

York Times book reviewer and 
author of “The Magician’s 
Land” in conversation with 
fellow authors Lauren Oli-
ver, Margaret Stohl, and Erin 
Morgenstern, plus a magician 
trivia contest. Free. 7 pm. St. 
Joseph’s College (245 Clinton 
Ave. between Willoughby 
Street and Dekalb Avenue in 
Clinton Hill). 

READING, “WHAT WE SEE 
WHEN WE READ”: Peter 
Mendelsund in conversation 
with Will Schwalbe. 7 pm. 
PowerHouse Arena [37 Main 
St. at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.power-
housearena.com. 

MOVIE TRIVIA: Six rounds, in-

cluding famous movie quotes, 
not so famous movie quotes, 
and Nicolas Cage quotes. 
Free. 8:30 pm. Videology (308 
Bedford Ave. at S. First Street 
in Williamsburg), www.videol-
ogy.info. 

WED, AUG. 6

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
PLANT WALKS: Children 8 to 12 

years old discover the plants 
of the garden. $12 ($15 non-
members). 5:30–6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
[1000 Washington Ave., at 
Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 623–7220], 
www.bbg.org. 

TALK, BROOKLYN BRIDGE 
PARK: Learn about the his-
tory, ecology, and design of 
Brooklyn Bridge Park. Free. 
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Pier 1 (Enter at Old Ful-
ton Street near Furman Street 
in Dumbo), www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org. 

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, JOHN LEGEND: $45-

$145. 8 pm. Barclays Center 
[620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c 
Street in Prospect Heights, 
(917) 618–6100], www.barclay-
scenter.com. 

MUSIC, WILL STRATTON, OLD 
ROBES, HMS: $8. 8 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

MUSIC, OMAR SOULEYMAN, 
DUTCH E GERM, MICHAEL 
BEHARIE: $16. 8:30 pm. 
Glasslands (289 Kent Ave. at 
S. Second Street in Williams-
burg), www.glasslands.com. 

OTHER
TALK, “POWERS OF TWO”: 

Authro Joshua Wolf Shenk 
in conversation with Eamon 
Dolan. 7–9 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at Water 
Street in Dumbo, (718) 666–
3049], www.powerhouse-
arena.com. 

ARRESTED DEVELOPMENT 
BINGO: Win free drinks and 
frozen bananas while watch-
ing episodes of cult comedy 
“Arrested Development.” 
Free. 8:30 pm. Videology (308 
Bedford Ave. at S. First Street 

in Williamsburg), www.videol-
ogy.info. 

THURS, AUG. 7

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
FILM, “CAT ON A HOT TIN 

ROOF”: Outdoor screening. 
Free. 9 pm. Brooklyn Bridge 
Park, Harborview Lawn (Enter 
at Old Fulton St. near Fur-
man Street in Dumbo), www.
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, BUTLER, BERNSTEIN 

AND THE HOT 9: Free. Noon. 
MetroTech Commons at 
MetroTech Center (Metrotech 
Center between Lawrence 
and Bridge streets), www.
bam.org/metrotech. 

MUSIC, YANNI: $55–$155. 8 pm. 
Barclays Center [620 Atlantic 
Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Pros-
pect Heights, (917) 618–6100], 
www.barclayscenter.com. 

COMEDY, FREESTANDING 
STANDUP: Weekly comedy 
series. Free. 8 pm. Goodbye 
Blue Monday [1087 Broad-
way, between Lawton and 
Dodworth streets in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (718) 453–6343], 
www.myspace.com/goodbye-
bluemondayinc. 

OTHER 
PARK SLOPE BINGO CLUB: Win 

free drinks, show tickets, and 
cash. $5. 8 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400], www.unionhallny.com. 

FRI, AUG. 8

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
THIRD AVENUE SUMMER 

STROLL: Bay Ridge closes 
portions of Third Avenue to 
traffi c and sets up a pedes-
trian plaza along with food 
and drink from local restau-
rants, entertainment, and a 
scavenger hunt with prizes 
from area shops. Free. 6 pm. 
Third Avenue between 69th 
and 80th streets, www.sum-
merstrollon3rd.com. 

FILM, “DESPICABLE ME 2”: 
Outdoor screening. Free. 8 
pm. Owl’s Head park (Colo-
nial Road and 68th Street in 
Bay Ridge), www.nycgov-
parks.org. 

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, LAVA: All-female 

troupe featuring music, 
dance, aerial, acrobatics, and 
more. $10-$20 (sliding scale). 
8pm. Waterfront Museum 
Barge [290 Conover St. near 
Reed Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 624–4719], www.water-
frontmuseum.org. 

MUSIC, CHOBAN ELEKTRIK, 
ORNAMATIK, RAYA BRASS 
BAND: $10. 8:30 pm. Jalopy 
Theatre [315 Columbia St. 
between Hamilton Avenue 
and Woodhull Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 395–3214], www.
jalopy.biz. 

MUSIC, BLKKATHY: $8. 8 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

SAT, AUG. 9

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
PERSEID METEOR SHOWER: 

This wonder of the universe 
appears each year in August 
peaking Aug. 9–13. Free. 9 
pm. Salt Marsh Nature Cen-
ter [3302 Avenue U in Marine 
Park, (718) 421–2021]. 

COMEDY, NEW ZEALAND VS 
AMERICA: With Steve Wrig-
ley. $8. 8 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN BOXING: 
Garcia vs. Salka. $31– 256. 
4:15 pm. Barclays Center [620 
Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street 
in Prospect Heights, (917) 
618–6100], www.barclayscen-
ter.com. 
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Family
BROOKLYN August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537
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• ‘You just have to get 
comfortable, get to know 
everyone.’

• ‘To see streetball played 
at an arena like this, I 
think it’s amazing.’

BY BRANDON ROBINSON 
One of the top summer 

basketball tournaments 
in the world made its fi rst 
showing in Brooklyn, as 
the Entertainers Basketball 
Classic America Celebrity 
Basketball Challenge took 
to the boards of the Bar-
clays Center last Sunday.

Entertainer Basket-
ball Classic, an extension 
of the legendary Rucker 
Park streetball tournament 
played for more than 30 
years at the renowned Har-
lem Park, brought a special 
event to Brooklyn July 27 
that saw the sports and hip-
hop communities come to-
gether. 

The challenge featured 
three games and a concert 
series that had plenty of 
Brooklyn fl avor. 

B e d for d - S t uy ve s a nt 
rapper Fabolous served as 
the celebrity coach one of 
the two New York squads. 
Fabolous’ squad, which 
included guard Erving 
Walker, a Brownsville na-
tive and former Florida 
University star. beat Team 
Los Angeles in the opening 
game. It ended up losing in 
the fi nal to Team DMV (rep-
resenting Washington D.C., 
Maryland, and Virginia) 
coached by rapper Wale. 

Despite the tough loss, 
Fabolous was excited that 
the tournament was in his 
borough and it got a taste of 
the classic streetball tour-
nament. 

“I think it’s really cool 
that it came to Brooklyn,” 
Fabolous said. “We get a lot of 
street tournaments in the bor-
ough, but for Rucker to bring 
it to Brooklyn — it’s dope.”

The event was hosted 
by Power 105.1’s Breakfast 

Club and DJ Clue and fea-
tured live performances by 
Jadakiss, Elle Varner, Big 
Sean, Kendrick Lamar, and 
Crown Heights’ own Troy 
Ave. A good number of NBA 
players took to the court as 
well. Austin Daye (San An-
tonio Spurs), Jordan Ham-
ilton (Houston Rockets) 

Scottie Hopson (Cleveland 
Cavaliers) and former Duke 
standout Nolan Smith put 
their games on display for 
the fans. 

The Entertainers Bas-
ketball Classic was founded 
by Greg Marius in 1982 
and the tournament has at-
tracted fans from all over 

the world. It has featured 
players like NBA most-valu-
able-player Kevin Durant, 
Kobe Bryant, Allen Iverson, 
Brooklyn Nets star Kevin 
Garnett, and Coney Islands’ 
Stephon Marbury. The fans 
at the Barclays Center got a 
taste of the atmosphere at 
Harlem’s Rucker Park.  

“I just performed up at 
the Rucker two or three 
weeks ago,” Troy Ave said. 
“You’ve got to go all the 
way up to Harlem for the 
Rucker, so for it to be here 
is ill. It’s a hop, skip, and a 
jump away.”

Newly acquired Brook-
lyn Nets point guard Jarrett 
Jack played his fi rst game 
on the Barclays Center fl oor 
since signing. Jack scored 
12 points in the fi rst half of 
the fi nal to help Team DMV 
win the championship. 

The venue also had 
some notable stars sitting 
in the stands to enjoy the 
festivities. LL Cool J, Busta 
Rhymes, Teyana Taylor 
and Bedford-Stuyvesant’s 
own Maino came to check 
out the action.

“Basketball has always 
been a part of our culture,” 
Maino said. “Having it here 
in Brooklyn was great.” 

LL Cool J has been going 
to Rucker Tournaments for 
years, and he marveled at 
watching ballers from all 
walks of life play under the 
bright lights of the Barclays 
Center.  

“To see streetball played 
at an arena like this, I 
think it’s amazing,” the 
rapper and actor said. “To 
see hustlers throw $10,000 
in the air on games, to see-
ing crazy crossovers, the 
overall experience has been 
amazing.” 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Three former Falcons 

basketball stars knew 
starting over after Bishop 
Ford closed wasn’t going 
to be easy, so they decided 
to do it together.

Devon Dingle, Dior 
Dixon and Israel Far-
rington all chose to play 
next season at Bishop 
Loughlin, which has be-
come home to many of 
Ford’s former students. 

Dingle and Dixon are 
both senior guards and 
had family members and 
friends who attend the 
Fort Greene school. For 
Farrington, Loughlin was 
the best combination of 
convenience, basketball, 
and academics, and gave 
him one more chance 
to play with his friends. 
They are coming off lead-
ing Ford on a surprise run 
to the Catholic Class A ti-
tle game. 

“We were all close and 
like playing with each 
other,” Dingle said.

The trio will be asked 
to make an immediate 
impact with the Lions. 

Loughlin is starting over 
after graduating a tal-
ented group of seniors, 
including Khadeen Car-
rington (Seton Hall), 
Mike Williams (Rutgers) 
and Javian Delacruz. The 
former Falcons will be 
among the squad’s most 
experienced players. 
Dingle and Dixon were 
both all-league selections 
last season. They will be 
asked to lead right away, 
and it’s a challenge they 
feel up to. 

“It’s not easy,” Dixon 
said. “You just have to get 
comfortable, get to know 
everyone. So far it’s been 
going well.” 

They have been playing 
with the Loughlin squad 
in local tournaments this 
summer and know there 
will be a learning curve to 
excelling at the Class AA 
level. Louhglin is one of 
the best programs in the 
city, and the top level is 
more physical day in and 
day out. 

Lions coach Ed Gonza-
lez doesn’t anticipate the 

— Former Bishop Ford star Dior Dixon on adjusting 
to his new team at Bishop Loughlin

— Rapper LL Cool J on seeing the Rucker Park 
tournament come to the Barclays Center 

Continued on page 39

THE ENTERTAINERS: (Above)
Brownsville native Erving Walk-
er shoots a free throw for Team 
New York at the Entertainers 
Basketball Classic at the Bar-
clay’s Center on July 27. (Right) 
Rapper LL Cool J poses with 
some lucky fans. 
 Photos by Eric Salvary

NEW HOME COURT: Former Bishop Ford standouts, from left, 
Dior Dixon, Devin Dingle and Israel Farrington sit next to each 
other on the Loughlin bench at the Entertainers Basketball 
Classic tournament. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Former Ford stars 
find new home at 
Bishop Loughlin 

Hoops and hip-hop come 
together at Barclays 
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Aberdeen 5 
Cyclones 2 
July 23 in Aberdeen 

A game that started on 
a positive note for the Cy-
clones ended in defeat for 
the second night in a row af-
ter a two-hour-and-16-min-
ute rain delay halted the 
game after the fi rst inning. 

The Cyclones got on 
the board early in the fi rst 
when Adrien Abreu crossed 
the plate when Jhoan 
Urena singled to left, Abreu 
reached on a lead off walk.

The Ironbirds didn’t let 
the Cyclones get comfort-
able with the lead, and tied 
up the game in the bottom of 
the fi rst with the help of two 
Cyclone error, the fi rst by 
pitcher Casey Meisner, who 
failed to fi eld a bunt. Amed 
Rosario was responsible for 
the second error of the in-
ning. Three Ironbird runs 
would score that inning.

Play was halted after the 
fi rst inning due to rain, and 
the Cyclones were able to 
close in on the lead in the 
third when Jhoan Urena 
plated Amed Rosario (three-
for-four) who reached on 

a triple. The run in the 
third would be the fi nal one 
scored by the Cyclones. 

Two more Aberdeen 
runs scored, a two out triple 
in the fourth, that scored 
the runner who reached on 
another fi elding error by 
Amed Rosario. The fi nal 
Ironbird run came in the 
seventh, ground out that 
scored a leadoff triple.

Cyclones 7
Vermont 2
July 24 at MCU Park 

The Cyclones’ success at 
home continued last Thurs-
day as Scarlyn Reyes pitched 
perfectly into the fourth in-
ning and the Clones picked 
up another win at home.

The Cyclones struck 
early in the fi rst when Jhoan 
Urena plated Amed Rosario, 
who reached on a throwing 
error. A home run by Mi-
chael Bernal in the second 
added to the Mini-Mets lead. 
Bernal went two-for-four. 
A third run was tacked on 
in the third when Urena 
brought Rosario home for 
the second time after Rosa-
rio hit a triple. 

Scarlyn Reyes gave up 
only two runs on three hits 
through fi ve innings, and 
the only Lake Monsters 
damage came in the form of 
a two-run homer in the fi fth.

The bottom of the sev-
enth saw four more Cy-
clones runs when Tomas 
Nido drew a leadoff walk 
and advanced to third on a 
Bernal single. Wil Fulmer 
hit a sacrifi ce fl y that plated 
Nido. Aggressive base run-

ning allowed Adrien Abreu 
to score on a pick-off at-
tempt on Urena. 

Vermont 5
Cyclones 2
July 25 at MCU Park 

It was Christmas in July 
at the ballpark but this 
game was no gift for the Cy-
clones, as Octavio Acosta 
struggled to fi nd his groove 
on the mound against the 
Lake Monsters. 

The Lake Monsters got 
on the board fi rst in the sec-
ond inning as Acosta un-
characteristically gave up 
three one-out singles that 
loaded the bases, then gave 
the Monsters their fi rst run 
of the night.

The Clones used the 
Lake Monsters’ own pitch-
ing struggles to their ad-
vantage in the third as 
Michael Conforto plated 
Jhoan Urena with a double 
after Urena reached on a 
four-pitch walk to start off 
the inning. The Clones took 
the lead in the fourth when 
Tucker Tharp hit a sacri-
fi ce fl y to plate Tyler Moore, 
who had made it to fi rst 

with a leadoff double.
Acosta found himself 

in another jam during the 
fi fth inning after a bunt sin-
gle, then an error by Jhoan 
Urena allowed the leadoff 
man to get to second. A hit 
batter gave the Monsters 
fi rst and second, and a dou-
ble and two singles plated 
three Lake Monsters. 
Acosta pitched fi ve innings, 
gave up two hits, walked 
three, and struck out two.

Cyclones 3
Vermont 2
July 26 at MCU Park 

The Cyclones were able 
to pick up a second win 
against the Lake Monsters 
behind the reliable Corey 
Oswalt in the fi nal game of 
the series before going on 
the road. 

The Cyclones got on the 
board fi rst, scoring two in 
the second inning. Tyler 
Moore, who went three-
for-three, started a rally 
off with a leadoff single. 
Moore would get thrown 
out at home on a fi elder’s 
choice, but William Fulmer 
knocked in two runs on a 

run-batted-in single.
Oswalt pitched six solid 

innings, giving up two runs 
on fi ve hits with six strike-
outs. The Lake Monsters hit 
a pair of doubles off Oswalt 
in the third to give them 
their fi rst run. They tacked 
on another in the fi fth on a 
Yairo Munoz sac fl y.

The winning run for 
the Mini-Mets came off of 
Moore’s bat in the third. 
After Michael Conforto hit 
a single and stole second, 
Moore knocked a double to 
right fi eld that brought him 
around.

The Cyclones set-up 
man Kelly Secrest pitched a 
scoreless seventh and eighth 
innings, leading the way for 
closer Shane Bay to pick up 
his sixth save of the year.

Cyclones 9 
Lowell 3
July 27 in Lowell 

The Cyclones bats fi nally 
woke up on Sunday night as 
they faced the Spinners for 
the fi rst time this season, 
putting the bat to the ball 15 
times. 

MONSTER MASH: Scarlyn 
Reyes gave up only two runs on 
three hits through fi ve innings 
on July 24 against the Lake 
Monsters.

Cyclones start up a winning streak!

*   APR = Annual Percentage Rate. With approved credit. Rates may be higher based on your creditworthiness. Requires direct deposit or automatic payroll deduction as method of repayment. 
The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) will increase by 2% during the term of this transaction if you discontinue payment through payroll deduction or direct deposit. Your payments will consist of 
60 monthly payments of $20.25 on each $1,000 borrowed at 7.90% APR. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions apply. Membership is required.

F IXED RATES
AS LOW AS

7.90%
APR*

MCU Personal Loans – 
a simple solution.

To meet your important or unexpected needs.
Bill consolidation  

or family expenses
Home improvement  

projects
Appliances, furniture  
or household goods

Apply for a Personal Loan today!
1-800-LOAN-MCU | nymcu.org 

Continued on page 39
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As John Suarez 
made the deci-
sion to step down 

as Long Island Univer-
sity athletic director, he 
started to receive gen-
tle reminders recently 
of how long his career 
there has been. 

He was taken aback 
when Iona College base-
ball coach Pat Carey 
congratulated him on 
his 17-year tenure this 
spring. 

He has plenty to 
show for his tenure. The 
Blackbirds’ athletic de-
partment reached new 
heights under his stew-
ardship.

His time there started 
with hoops stars Richie 
Parker, Mike Campbell 
and Charles Jones light-
ing up the scoreboard at 
the Brooklyn Paramount 
Theater, but the athletic 
department eventually 
needed an overhaul. The 
ascension started with 
the completion of the 
state-of-the-art Steinberg 
Wellness Center in 2006. 

It provided the school 
with a 2,000-seat arena, 
a regulation pool and a 
fi tness center. The build-
ing has also become a 
gift to the whole city, as 
it became the home of 
numerous high school 
hoops tournaments and 
playoff games. Suarez 
called it the “crown 
jewel” of what he accom-
plished at Long Island 
University.  

“I knew once we got 
the building built, it was 
going to change not only 
the basketball program, 
but all of our programs,” 
Suarez said. “We fi nally 
have a home for all the 
teams, and that was the 
turning point. It just 
started to take off.”

The Blackbirds have 
won 34 conference titles 
over the last 10 years, in-
cluding a school record 
of 12 in the last three 
seasons. There have 

also been 36 coach-of-
the-year awards over-
all. The men’s basket-
ball team became the 
fi rst program to win 
three consecutive con-
ference titles, and began 
to steal headlines from 
some of the area’s larger 
schools. 

What Suarez did was 
move with the times. He 
watched the program 
fl ourish as Downtown 
Brooklyn was starting 
to also. The Blackbirds 
twice upgraded its base-
ball and softball fi eld, 
added cross country and 
swimming last season, 
and forged a partnership 
with the Barclays Cen-
ter that guarantees play-
ing multiple games there 
each season. 

“In those 17 years, 
you think of where 
Downtown Brooklyn 
has been, and where it 
is now in the 17 years, I 
feel great that we were a 
small part of that, hope-
fully,” Suarez said.

He is enjoying look-
ing back on his legacy. 
And no matter what he 
does next or how it turns 
out, Suarez has accom-
plished a great deal in 
Brooklyn, and left the 
Blackbirds’ athletic de-
partment in far better 
shape than he found it. 

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Shore Shore’s Brianna 

Fraser could have taken a 
rest this summer, but she 
wasn’t in the mood for a va-
cation.

The rising senior forward 
already committed last Sep-
tember to play college ball 
for Maryland, so she could 
have taken the summer off 
and watched others sweat it 
out on the travel ball circuit 
hoping for the  scholarship 
she already has. 

She feels she owes it 
to her New York Gauchos 
Elite teammates help them 
get seen by more college 
coaches. The more her travel 
team wins, the more eyes 
will be on them at whatever 
tournament they play in. 

Fraser also wants to 
impress her own future 
coaches. She said the Mary-
land staff comes to watch 
her often, and many of her 
future teammates were 
around to see her at last 
weekend’s United States Ju-
nior Nationals in Washing-
ton, D.C. 

“It’s a special opportu-
nity for them to see how I 
play and to see what kind 
of teammate is coming to 
their school,” Frasier said. 
“I want to show them that 
they are going to have a 

good teammate and a hard 
worker who is going to come 
to their team, work hard, 
and perform every day.”

If Fraser can do that 
during her senior sea-
son she has the chance to 
stamp herself as New York 
City’s best player and fi -
nally bring the Vikings 
the elusive Public School 
Athletic League Class AA 
championship. South Shore 
has lost consecutive title 
games, including last year 
to Francis Lewis at the Bar-

clays Center.
“I think I will need to 

play a little bit harder, too, 
to win the chip this year,” 
Fraser said.

She is an easygoing kid, 
who sometimes needs a 
push to go dominate a game. 
Her numbers have always 
been good. Fraser averaged 
12 points and 9.8 rebounds 
during the regular season 
last year. She increased her 
scoring to 15.7 points per 
contest in the post season. 

“If she gets 10 points, she 
is happy with it,” Gauchos 
coach Earl Elliotte said. 
“The rest of us are saying, 
‘You could have had 30.’ ”

South Shore being better 
than the majority of their 
competition has limited her 
playing time and produc-
tion, according to Vikings 
coach Anwar Gladden. He 
believes Fraser is the city’s 
best player and has spoken 
to her about leaving her in 
games a little longer to let 
her fi nally put up numbers 
more in line with her tal-
ents. Gladden believes that 
could happen organically 
if Fraser becomes a better 
free-throw shooter. 

“She knows what she has 
to do,” said Gladden. “It’s 
just a matter of her staying 
motivated on a daily basis. 

I think her last year she 
defi nitely wants to go out on 
top.”

Fraser showed what she 
was capable of in last year’s 
title game. She tallied 26 
points and 15 boards and 
easily could have had more. 
Gladden understands what 
a determined Fraser would 
mean for his club. 

“Unstoppable,” he said.
She seems motivated 

since this is her fi nal sea-
son and that could spell bad 
news for the Vikings oppo-
nents. In order to make it 
happen, Fraser is learning 
to score in different ways. 

At 6-foot-3, Fraser will be 
a small forward in college, 
and Elliotte has moved her 
to the perimeter at times. 
She has been working on 
her ability to drive to the 
basket. It’s taken some get-
ting use to, but Fraser can 
see the advantages.

“It’s a little different be-
cause I have a lot of shorter 
people holding me,” she 
said.

It’s all part of the process 
of Fraser preparing to be 
more consistent and more 
dominant then she’s ever 
been in her career, and it 
could drive her right to the 
top of the list of New York 
City’s best players. 

SUMMER SLAM: South Shore’s 
Brianna Fraser could have had 
a relaxing summer vacation 
before her senior year, but in-
stead she’s playing hard on the 
travel ball circuit. 
 Photo by Robert Cole

No senioritis for South Shore star LIU’s Suarez 
leaves legacy of 
success, growth

transition being a diffi cult 
one for them. He believes 
the daily practices will test 
the three of them enough to 
get them ready to compete 
at the next level. 

“They are going to raise 
their level of play because 
they can play basketball,” 
Gonzalez said. “Their level 
is going to rise with every-
one else’s.”

Their last season with 
Ford gave them a taste of 
success, but not being able 
to fi nish what they started 

with their former team-
mates left a bad taste in 
their mouths. In their eyes, 
Loughlin is a new begin-
ning, but with the same 
goal.

“I want to win it for 
them too, because they are 
seniors, we have been to-
gether,” Farrington said. “I 

know they are hungry too.”
Dixon, Dingle and Far-

rington are excited about 
taking on the task at hand, 
and happy to have a new 
place to call home — to-
gether.

“It’s a little easier,” Far-
rington said, “since we have 
each other.”

The Mini-Mets got an 
early lead in the fi rst as Mi-
chael Conforto plated Amed 
Rosario, who reached on 
a force play that took out 
Adrien Abreu. The Cy-
clones’ lead didn’t last long 
as the Spinners scored two 
runs in the bottom of the 
inning.

After a rough bottom 
of the third inning that 
took out fi rst baseman Mi-
chael Katz when he twisted 

his knee trying to make a 
play, the Clones comeback 
started in the fourth when 
Wil Fulmer hit a single 
that plated Michael Ber-
nal. Bernal went four-for-
four. 

The Cyclones regained 
the lead in the fi fth with 
the help of small ball, and 
continued the success late 
into the game, scoring four 
in the eighth. Spinners 
pitching allowed two walks 
and a single by Rosario, 
which scored the fi rst run 
of the inning. Jhoan Urena 
had not had a hit the whole 

game and was at risk of 
ending his 12-game hitting 
streak but extended it with 
a single that scored Abreu. 
Bernal hit a double to plate 
Rosario and Urena for the 
fi nal run of the game. 

Cyclones 8 
Lowell 5 
July 28 in Lowell 

A two-out, six-run ex-
plosion in the sixth inning 
erased a 2–1 defi cit and 
stormed the Cyclones to 
victory.

Amed Rosario began 
the frame with a double to 

right and, after a pop out 
and a walk to Mike Con-
forto, a wild pitch put run-
ners at second and third. 
Michael then struck out 
swinging, but fi ve straight 
two-out hits, including a 
double by Anthony Chavez, 
plated six Clones.  

Three relievers helped 
starter Alberto Baldonado 
earn his fi rst win of the 
season, with Shane Bay 
earning his eighth save. 

The win put the Cyclones 
back at .500, nine games be-
hind the fi rst-place Hudson 
Valley Renegades.

Continued from page 37 

Loughlin

Continued from page 38 

Cyclones
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