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BY MAX JAEGER
Always wanted to learn 

a musical instrument, but 
held back by stage fright? 
Try a little liquid courage.

A pair of Park Slope mu-
sic teachers are helping 
their adult students allay 
fi rst-timer jitters by pair-
ing beginner guitar and 
violin lessons with alcohol. 

Instead of starting lessons 
with scales or chords, string 
ticklers Pete Lanctot and 
Ginger Dolden kick off their 
Booze Violin and Booze Gui-
tar group classes by pouring 
their pupils a drink or two.

“You have all these inhi-
bitions when you fi rst start, 
and it’s really hard for peo-
ple to relax,” said Lanctot, 

a certifi ed music teacher 
and faculty member at the 
Brooklyn Conservatory of 
Music in Park Slope. “We 
fi gured if we tied in booze 
somehow would make a fun 
environment.”

But the hooch is as much 
a social lubricant as a cre-
ative one, and serving drinks 

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
A scheme to rent out a big 

chunk of the Red Hook library 
branch to an arts group is a sweet-
heart deal that sells out everyday 
bookworms, residents argued at a 
packed community board meeting 
inside the branch last Thursday.

Dozens turned out to the eve-
ning meeting of Community 
Board 6’s land use committee 
concerning the fate of the library, 
most to condemn the privatiza-
tion plan.

“Taking away the library 
would be killing parents who 
need it for their kids,” said Lydia 
Bellahcene, a Sunset Park resi-
dent who said she lived her entire 
life in Red Hook before Hurricane 
Sandy displaced her.

The committee ultimately de-
cided to postpone voting on the is-
sue till August, saying it did not 
have enough information to go 
on. The committee let it be known 
that if before the next meeting the 
library moves forward with the 
push, which entails carving up 
three- or four-tenths of the prose 
dispensary to allow the real es-
tate organization Spaceworks to 

BY VANESSA OGLE
The city is backing down 

after sending out a fl urry of 
long-delayed traffi c viola-
tions.  

 Drivers suddenly began 
receiving a wave of sum-
monses they accumulated 
in the three months since 
the city activated surveil-
lance cameras to ticket 

those driving in the dedi-
cated bus lanes created for 
the new B44 Select Bus Ser-
vice. 

When locals realized 
that they had racked up as 
much as $7,000 in fi nes after 
enforcement began, but be-
fore the fi rst notice arrived 
in the mail, they reached 

Continued on page 4

Continued on page 6Continued on page 8

Literary pub tour in storied ’hood
BY MATTHEW PERLMAN

No walk in the footsteps 
of Brooklyn’s literary elite 
would be complete without a 
stroll to the bar.

The Brooklyn Literary 
Pub Crawl is a bi-weekly walk-
ing tour running in Brook-
lyn Heights and Boerum Hill 
with stops at locations where 
Brooklyn writers have lived 
and imbibed. But the tour of-
fers more than just a brush 
with the borough’s literary 
legends, said tour founder 
Eric Chase.

“We don’t want it to be the 
Hollywood mansion tour,” 
Chase said. “We want people 
to hear the words where they 
were written.”

To that end, guides read 
from passages of works writ-
ten in the neighborhoods as 

the group crawls from pub to 
pub. Chase hopes the expe-
rience helps people connect 
with the authors.

“We try to bring their 
stories to life a little bit,” he 
said.

Chase started giving 
guided tours of literary land-
marks in the Greenwich 
Village section of Manhat-
tan back in 1998. And since 
many writers moved from the 
Village to the area around 
Brooklyn Heights, he believes 
it makes for a natural exten-
sion of his original excur-
sions.

“They had a real affi n-
ity for that neighborhood,” 
Chase said.

The two-and-a-half hour 
tour makes stops at three dif-

Continued on page 10
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TEACHER’S HELPER: In-
structors Ginger Dolden and 
Pete Lanctot give their adult 
students a drink or two to 
help them loosen up.

CRAWLER: Literary pub crawl guide Marissa Levien stops for a swig and a study in front 
of The Brooklyn Inn, a bar that Jonathan Lethem used to frequent and is probably the 
basis for the Boerum Hill Inn, a setting in his book “Motherless Brooklyn.” 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Fix for bus tix blitz A little string and tonic

Library 
plan gets 
panned

BOOK-LYN 
HEIGHTS 
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
A mid-range Boerum Hill grocery 

store’s planned August closure spells 
the end of affordable shopping in the 
neighborhood, according to residents 
who are demanding the building’s 
new owners allow the shop to stay.

A group of developers bought the 
Met Foods on Smith Street between 
Baltic and Warren streets for $18.5 
million in May, according to reports, 
and an employee stated the shuttering 
advertised on signs outside is sched-
uled to happen by the end of August. 
Whatever the investors have planned 
for the site won’t provide the same 
community service as the chain store, 
which is among the last workaday su-
permarkets in the area, according to 
a neighbor who penned a petition call-
ing to stop the closure.

“Every time something closes in 
the neighborhood people say ‘Oh, gen-
trifi cation,’ but I’m sick of hearing 
that — as if the community can’t do 
anything about it,” said Annie Schoen-
ing. “I want to send a message to devel-
opers and to the community that this 
isn’t outside the realm of our control.”

The store’s departure will leave 
the high-end Union Market on Court 
Street and Whole Foods Market in 
Gowanus, as well as the store-brand-
only Trader Joe’s on Atlantic Avenue, 
as the area’s big grocers, with a C-
Town on Bond Street being the only 
comparably priced food store within 
fi ve blocks of the closing Met Foods. 
Another Met Foods and a Key Food sit 

seven and nine blocks away, respec-
tively.

One longtime shopper said the clos-
ing will be a big hassle for everyone 
living nearby.

“This could really be devastating,” 
said Louis Garcia, who said he has 
frequented the store for a decade and 
was carrying out a load of groceries 
on Monday.

Garcia said that the big chains are 
threatening the stores depended on by 
lower-earning residents of the neigh-

borhood where the median household 
income is $71,999, according to census 
data.

“Stores like Trader Joe’s and Whole 
Foods are taking away business, but 
they’re not economically viable for a 
lot of people,” he said

Met Foods and the group of devel-
opers did not respond to requests for 
comment.

Thirty-eight people had  signed the 
petition to save the store  as of Wednes-
day morning.

B’Hill grocery store closure sparks shopper agita

SAVE OUR STORE!: Annie Schoening is trying to fi ght the closure of the Smith Street Met 
Foods, which she says will disrupt the lives of poor and elderly people. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

Call it a Met loss

Neighbors of the Met Foods on Smith Street are bemoan-

ing its impending closure, saying that it will leave them 

without a no-frills place to grab groceries in the neigh-

borhood. We paid a visit to the doomed supermarket and 

the two nearest ones to see how their prices compare. Be-

low are the costs of the cheapest of a smattering of staple 

items at each shop — and it turns out C-Town gives Met 

Foods a run for its money.

 Met Foods  Union Market  C-Town

Head of lettuce $2 $2.69 $1.99

Gallon of milk $4.79 $5.99 $3.79

Loaf of wheat bread $2.99 $4.99 $2.99

A dozen eggs $1.99 $6.99 $2.99

Can of black beans $0.99 $1.89 (they’re organic) $1.19

How they stack up

X-ED: The demise of the Smith Street Met Foods, marked with X, 
means a further schlep and one fewer no-frills grocery store for 
area shoppers. The area grocers: 1. Met Foods,  2. Union Market, 3. 
C-Town, 4. Met Foods, 5. Trader Joe’s, 6. Key Food, 7. Whole Foods.
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www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

Lose 1–3 Pant or Dress
Sizes in 2 Weeks—

WITH NO DOWNTIME

Now it’s possible to get a lean body like singer Rihanna’s 
with proven, safe & painless alternative to surgery.

The Zerona™ removes fat & reduces inches.
Zerona™ Laser of New York uses the new 100% non-
invasive, FDA approved, Zerona™, which targets & melts 
fat with 5 laser beams. The melted fat exits the body 
through the lymphatic system.

You can expect to experience a loss of 3-9
inches from the waist, hips & thighs and reduction in 
clothes size in two weeks.

“Inches are inches, and the Zerona™ removes inches,
more than four inches on the “test” case we did for The Doctors. 
I have to admit I didn’t believe it at first either.”

Dr. Drew Ordon—Lead Physician on the Hit TV Show
“The Doctors”

Are you right for Zerona™?
Attend a FREE workshop ($79 value)

Monday, August 11th at 7:30 pm or
Tuesday, August 19th at 6:30 pm

Limited Seating
Call (718) 234-6212
to reserve your seat.

Rihanna

SLIM STUBBORN  
FAT FROM

Tummy
Back
Hips
Thighs
Buttocks
Love Handles
Chin & Neck
Arms

rent it out to performance 
artists at supposedly afford-
able rates, it is opposed. 

Construction on the 
dance- and theater-stu-
dio space would coincide 
with other needed repairs, 
according to library of-
ficials. The whole proj-
ect will run $1.8 million, 
with Spaceworks pitch-
ing in $650,000 to build its 
studios, library officials 
said. Both the library sys-
tem and Spaceworks have 
refused to disclose how 
much the arts group will 
pay in rent.

The library was shut-
tered for months following 
Hurricane Sandy after the 
storm wreaked $750,000 in 
damage, a library honcho 
said. The renovations will 
close the library for at least 
eight months, the executive 
said, stressing the need for 
the branch to get fi xed up 
regardless of the Space-
works plan.

“We can’t solve every-
thing, and we need to work 
with partners,” said David 
Wolloch, executive vice 
president of the Brooklyn 
Public Library. 

Last week was not the 
fi rst time the proposal 
came before the board’s 
land use committee. The 
group okayed the plan at 
its June meeting, but revis-
ited it after the panel’s ex-
ecutive board ruled there 
had not been enough pub-
lic discussion. At the latest 
meeting, some committee 
members criticized the li-
brary and Spaceworks for 
leaving out key details of 
the plan. The partners’ 
presentation included ren-
derings, but lacked a fl oor 
plan and a breakdown of 
which renovations the li-
brary could afford without 
the $650,000 from Space-
works.

“Seven thousand fi ve 
hundred square feet cut in 
half is not a big library,” 
said board member Jerry 
Armer, referring to the 
building’s total fl oor area. 
“This presentation is lack-
ing and you want us to 
make a decision tonight? 
That’s crazy.”

Not everyone opposed 
the subdividing scheme. 
Cora Dance, a local dance 
group that would partner 
with Spaceworks to run the 
studios in the library, had 
several supporters in the 
crowd.

Continued from page 1 

Library

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Brooklyn’s longest-run-

ning brewing company is 
eyeing opening up a factory 
across the Narrows on bu-
colic Staten Island.

Brooklyn Brewery, de-
spite its name,  got its start 
brewing in Utica, New 
York, and now has facilities 
in Williamsburg  and  Stock-

Bridging the gulp
holm, Sweden . The brains 
behind the beer-making 
operation said bottles of 
the stuff are fl ying off the 
shelves, particularly out of 
town, and the new factory 
cannot open fast enough.

“We are growing very 
rapidly, and in particular, 
our exports are growing,” 
said owner Steve Hindy. 
“We need the resources to 
keep growing.”

The expansive plot 
Hindy has in mind on the 
Rock was  previously owned 
by the National Association 
for Stock Car Auto Racing, 
which bought it in a failed 
bid to build a racetrack . 
It is only one of a handful 
of spots around the state 
Brooklyn Brewery is cur-
rently considering — the 
others are upstate near 
Newburgh — but the real 
estate in the rugged lands 

of Shaolin is the frontrun-
ner because it is close to the 
Newark-port transit hub in 
New Jersey, Hindy said.

“It would give us very 
quick access to railroad,” 
he said. 

The Staten Island facil-
ity would be strictly devoted 
to production and would not 
include a bar or store like the 

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Brooklyn Brewery considers factory on the Rock

STATEN ISLAND: Where land 
is plentiful, and relatively inex-
pensive.
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
A Fort Greene dance 

center is trying to use 
Google’s nascent face-com-
puter to help people with 
Parkinson’s disease get 
their groove back.

The Mark Morris Dance 
Group won a $25,000 grant 
in early July to come up 
with a Google Glass app 
to help Parkinson’s suffer-
ers. The Lafayette Avenue 
center has been running 
dance-therapy classes 
for 13 years, and it hopes 
to use the head-mounted 
smartphones to bring the 
techniques into people’s 
homes.

“We’re thinking about 
ways we can expand what 
we do in the dance class 
beyond the studio,” said 
David Leventhal, program 
director of Dance for PD, a 
collaboration between the 
Mark Morris Dance Group 
and the Brooklyn Parkin-
son Group.

Leventhal’s program 
already offers a DVD of 
its routines but he thinks 
that Glass, which can be 
controlled using voice 
commands or a touchpad 
located on the side of the 
glasses, will free up people’s 
hands and allow them to do 
the exercises wherever and 
whenever they want.

“We want to offer the 
lessons in the most por-
table way possible,” he 
said.

The class uses music 
and repetitive movement 
to help people with Parkin-
son’s regain control of their 
bodies and, sometimes, be-
come unstuck when their 
limbs aren’t responding to 
their brains’ commands, 
Leventhal said. The prac-
tice and pace provided by 
dance instruction works 
as therapy and as a coping 
mechanism for the acute 
onset of symptoms, accord-
ing to a woman who suf-
fers from the disease, runs 
a therapy class, and helped 
with the initial planning of 
the Glass project. 

“One of the many ways 

in which Parkinson’s affects 
you is that it affects the way 
you move — your posture, 
your stride, your balance,” 
Pamela Quinn said. “Dance 
is an art form that deals 
with these very issues.”

Dancing makes peo-
ple focus on their bodies, 
and the music provides a 
rhythm for them to move 
to, Quinn said.

“It provides a structure 
that can be used to practice 
movement,” she said. 

Google issued the grant 
as part of a contest that gar-
nered 1,300 applications. 
The company selected fi ve 
winners to receive cash, a 
set of the face-computers, a 
trip to Google’s headquar-
ters for training, and ac-
cess to developers.

The marketing com-
pany SS+K is helping 
Mark Morris engineer the 
software. Kevin Skobac, 
who works on digital strat-
egy for the company, said 
a major limitation of Glass 
is that the battery life is 
short. 

That means the Par-
kinson’s dance app will 
have to limit the length 
of videos it plays through 
the optical display, which 
projects an image in front 
of the wearer’s eye, he 
said. 

Google funding Fort Greene studio’s 
Parkinson’s dance-therapy app

EYE FOR IT: David Leventhal 
hopes to use Google Glass in 
the work he does with Parkin-
son’s patients in the dance stu-
dio. 

‘Glass’ in session
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LEADING: Parkinson’s disease sufferers can regain some control of their movement with dance ther-
apy classes at Mark Morris Dance Center on Lafayette Avenue. 
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Col. Joseph Davidson.
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BY MAX JAEGER
You wouldn’t have to be 

psychic to see this coming.
A Bay Ridge psychic 

and medium who works 
cold cases with the help of 
her dog is getting her own 
reality television show.

“This is this awesome 
break,” said medium Jackie 
Barrett, who has penned 
books on her investigation 
into Amityville Horror 
slayer Ronald DeFeo and 
Zodiac Killer copycat Heri-
berto Seda. “I didn’t want 
to deal with serial killers 
anymore.”

In the new show — which 
she likened to “a spiritual 
‘Intervention’ ” — Barrett 
will help people who have 
gone through harrowing 
experiences work through 
their psychic trauma, she 
said.

The show won’t be Bar-
rett’s fi rst go-round on the 
boob tube.

She placed second on the 

2008 reality show “Amer-
ica’s Psychic Challenge” 
and later worked with re-
tired NYPD Captain Sean 
Crowley on a show about 
cold cases called  “Me-
dium P.I.”  But Barrett left 
the show because working 
with victims’ families be-
came too depressing, she 
said.

“After the fi rst show, I 
wanted to walk away from 
it,” she said. “There is en-
tertainment, and there’s 
real life — this is real life, 
this is people’s children.”

Helping her cope with 
the dark cases is her pooch 
pal Violet, who Barrett 
said has some psychic pow-
ers of her own.

“I guess she’s a little in-
tuitive, herself,” Barrett 
said of the mystic Maltese.

The dog has a knack for 
picking out sick or ailing 
people, and once helped 
Barrett interrogate the 
New York Zodiac Killer.

“When I asked if he 
killed a man with little 
white dog, he would avoid 
the topic, but Violet would 
perk up and bark at him,” 
she said, claiming that the 
killer eventually admitted 
the victim was walking a 
pooch during the attack. 
“Violet’s not a barker un-
less she has something to 
say,” said Barrett.

Barrett, a New Orleans 
native, moved to Bay Ridge 
seven years ago for its fam-
ily-friendly charm and bu-
colic streets, but she may 
have brought a bit of bad 
juju with her.

“I have to say, where I 
am now, I’d probably have a 
hard time selling my home,” 
she said. “I’ve experienced 
a tremendous amount of 
hauntings. My fi replace 
that has a mind of its own, 
lights go on and off.”

A&E did not immedi-
ately respond to requests 
for comment.

Finally! Ridge psychic who solves crimes with dog gets TV show

DREAM TEAM: Barrett has penned two true-crime books about 
her interviews with serial killers and psychic encounters with their 
victims. Photos by Elizabeth Graham

TELE-VISIONARY!

is also about helping stu-
dents in a group class 
open up to one another, 
Dolden said.

“It’s a lonely process 
if you’re embarking on 
trying to play an instru-
ment as an adult,” she 
said. “Having a com-
munity is key if you’re 
trying to started.”

The duo teaches the 
liquored-up lessons to 
groups of 10–15 adults 
over an eight-week se-
mester at their Navy 
Yard studio. The course 

culminates in a recital 
performance at a local 
music venue — in years 
past, the classes have 
performed at Littlefi eld 
and Shapeshifter Lab in 
Gowanus, Lanctot said.

When they’re not 
 rocking Brooklyn bars , 
Lanctot and Dolden 
also give private les-
sons. But they added 
three “booze” classes 
to their repertoire in 
2013 to reach more peo-
ple, they said. The les-
sons were such a hit, 
the duo is now accept-
ing enrollments for 
three ginned-up guitar 
classes and eight vino-

imbued violin classes 
this fall. Students can 
choose from weekday 
evening or weekend af-
ternoon time slots for 
the one-hour sessions, 
and can bring their 
own axe or rent one. 

A former violin stu-
dent said the classes 
provided a comfortable 
environment for pick-
ing up what is often 
considered a tough-to-
learn instrument.

Booze Violin and 
Booze Guitar courses 
run Sept. 20 to Nov. 
13. Visit www.bantam-
studios.com to sign up. 
$200.

Continued from page 1 

Booze
brewpubs in Kings County 
and Sweden, Hindy said. 

The fermentation 
station would start by 
producing half a mil-
lion barrels per year 
and could eventually 
expand to a full million, 
according to Hindy, 
which would be an in-
crease of nearly 10 times 
its current output. The 
Brooklyn facility now 
turns out 80,000 barrels 
a year, while the Utica 
operation makes 37,000 
and the Sweden one 

makes a paltry few 100, 
per Hindy.

The company will 
make a fi nal decision 
by the end of the year 
and hopes to get the 
new vats bubbling by 
2017, he said. Building 
the expansion will cost 
$70 million, so Hindy is 
hoping to score some of 
state exporter-incentive 
money. 

“If we can get some 
help with that, it would 
make it a lot more desir-
able,” he said. 

The new facility 
would triple the brew-
ery’s staff to more than 
300, Hindy said.

CHEERS: Brooklyn Brewery honcho Steve Hindy, 
pictured here in his Williamsburg suds-works, is 
planning to expand his ale empire, possibly to dis-
tant Staten Island. Photo by Brett Casper

Continued from page 4 

Brewery

BY MAX JAEGER
There is a new top 

dog at the Army base at 
Fort Hamilton.

Col. Joseph Davidson 
took the reigns from Col. 
Eluyn Ginés during a 
special ceremony at the 
garrison on July 23.

Before taking the 
helm at Fort Hamilton, 
Col. Davidson served as 
the chief of staff for the 
Joint Improvised Explo-
sive Device Defeat Or-
ganization and served 
multiple tours of duty 
in Iraq, according to a 
Garrison spokesman.

Col. Gines took a new 
post in Washington, 
D.C., as executive offi cer 
for the Adjutant General 
Corps at the Pentagon.

New boss 
at Ft. Ham
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Sals Transmissions 

Auto Repair Service

Extended Warranty Welcome  12 Month Warranty
WE SPECIALIZE IN 4X4

Unlimited miles on any rebuilt transmission
Excludes Commercial & TLC

www.salstrans.com

Quality & Honesty

GET YOUR TRANSMISSION READY FOR SUMMER
Check engine light on?

Bring it to Sal for a FREE DIAGNOSTIC

FREE 
TOW 

with any 
Transmission 

Job

Fleet 
Acct. 

Welcome

Fleet 
Acct. 

WelcomeApply Online
www.bayridgeloans.org

718-680-2121

* Rates are based on 8.45% Annual Percentage Rate with automatic loan payments for a term of 60 months.  Rates are based on 
credit worthiness.  Other rates and terms available.  Higher loan amounts available.  Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

MAIN OFFICE :
BRANCH  :

H O M E C A R E /
C O M P A N I O N  C A R E 
S E R V I C E S  I N C L U D E :

 Assistance with Dressing/ 
Grooming/Bathing  

 Doctors Appointments:  
Scheduling and Escorting  

 Meal Preparation  
 Home Maintenance Services  
 Medication Management  
 Full Housekeeping  
 Grocery Shopping  
 Linen, Bedding, Laundry  
 Transportation  
 Hourly and Live-in Options  
 And much more! 

All aides are licensed  and bonded

����������	
��������
������ 
multilingual caregivers
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������������������
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We promise to deliver great care at 
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@ElitecaresLike us at Elite Care

Let  

deserve!
you 

provide you 
care the
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3 Course $25 
Prix Fixe

out to Councilman Chaim 
Deutsch (D–Sheepshead 
Bay). The pol appealed to 
the Department of Trans-
portation to void the tardy 
tickets.

“It is common sense they 
should do it,” said Deutsch. 
“Getting summonses three 
months later is not nor-
mal.”

Fortunately for the driv-
ers, “common sense” pre-
vailed, and the city has 
agreed to dismiss all but 
drivers’ fi rst violation from 
March 17 to July 25 — and 
drivers who have already 
paid multiple tickets can ex-
pect a refund.

 “Recognizing this was 
the city’s newest SBS route, 
we understand it might take 
time for motorists to adjust 
to the regulations,” said de-
partment spokesman Scott 
Gastel. “For those who re-
cently received multiple 
violations from the spring, 
DOT will dismiss all but the 
fi rst violation.” 

Locals facing thou-
sands of dollars in fi nes are 
thrilled by the ticket dis-
missal. One resident, whose 

family got hit with 13 tick-
ets and expected even more, 
said it seems too good to be 
true.

“Wow — I can’t even 
believe it,” said Yelena 
Vasilenko, a Sheepshead 
Bay resident. “It is like a 
movie.”

David Oliel of Coney Is-
land expected nearly $7,000 
in tickets and had already 
paid $700, but now he’s 
jumping for joy — literally. 

“I was jumping,” said 
Oliel of the moments after 
he heard about the reprieve. 
“I started screaming — it is 
a big break.”

Now, instead of worry-

ing about thousands of dol-
lars of debt, Oliel is plan-
ning how he will spend the 
money he thought was go-
ing towards tickets.

“My son — soon, he 
is getting married,” said  
Oliel. “We’re going to use 
the money for his wed-
ding.”

Deutsch fi rst pointed 
out the issue to the city last 
week, and he said he was 
pleased by the swift reac-
tion. 

“When I brought this 
injustice to the attention 
of the Department of Fi-
nance and the Department 
of Transportation, I was im-

pressed by the quick posi-
tive response I received,” 
he said. 

The dedicated lanes for 
the B44 Select Bus Service 
were created last Novem-
ber, but enforcement didn’t 
begin until March 17 — four 
months later — leaving 
drivers lots of time to de-
velop bad habits. Some mo-
torists complained that the 
long delay between starting 
enforcement and sending 
the tickets unfairly lulled 
them into thinking that 
they could continue to use 
the bus lanes consequence-
free.

“If I got the ticket a week 
later — or even a month 
later — I’d stop right away,” 
said Aron Rosenbaum of 
Williamsburg, who re-
ceived 25 tickets — at one 
point getting eight tickets 
in one day.

Rosenbaum said he’s 
relieved to hear about the 
city’s promise to dismiss 
most of his tickets. But he 
is going to remain on guard 
until the violations are 
cleared from his record.

“I’m not as nervous as I 
was last week,” said Rosen-
baum. “When I see it, I’ll be-
lieve it — I don’t want to get 
disappointed.”

Continued from page 1 

Tickets

TICKET TO RIDE: Yelena and Yevgvemiy Vasilenko are relieved to 
know that they will only have to pay one of the 13 tickets they have 
received for driving in the B44 Select bus lane since March. 
 Photo by Alexa Telano
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114 Bay Ridge Ave. 
(Off Colonial Rd.)

718-833-8865
www.casapepe.com

BRUNCH “EVERY” SATURDAY & SUNDAY

Fiesta Fridays
4–7 PMEVERY FRIDAY!

1/2 OFF 
Margaritas, Daquiris, All Mexican Beers, Sangria

1/2 OFF 
Our “Mexican Side” of the menu

AT BAR ONLY — INDOOR OR GARDEN BAR

$40
(Mon.–Thur.)

$15
per person 

(Mon.–Thur.)

MID-WEEK DINNER 
AT-THE-BAR

One Entree from Our Bar Menu
One Frozen Margarita–Ole!

MEXICAN MID-WEEK 
DINNER FOR TWO 

One Appetizer to Share
Two Entrees
One Dessert to Share

Authentic Spanish  
& Mexican Cuisine

OPEN 7 DAYS

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S LOBSTER DOCK 
RESTAURANT

Market Specials & Menu Online: Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 KNAPP St. & Belt Pkwy (EXIT 9 OR 9A) Sheepshead Bay, BKLYN

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (Across from the UA Movies)

FREE 
PARKING

ZAGAT  
RATED  
EXCELLENT

“GENUINE”
PRINCE EDWARD

ISLAND
MUSSELS

HOURS: Sun. – Thurs. 9 am – 10 pm  Fri. & Sat. 9 am – 11 pm
1-800-404-CLAW

FRESH FILET
FRIED OR BROILED

FISH & CHIPS SPECIAL

$10*
+ TAX*

WITH COUPONS ONLY

$199
LB

/4

LOBSTER SPECIAL

$20*
EXP. 8/18/14

+ TAX*
EXP. 8/18/14

 *

EXP. 8/18/14

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
The popular Park Slope 

gay bar Excelsior is closing 
on Sunday, but its owners 
say this fi nal call won’t be 
their last.

The proprietors are 
busy browsing real estate 
listings and are confi dent 
they’ll fi nd another place 
to set up shop before long, 
a feeling they say the pub’s 
name helps them maintain.

“ ‘Excelsior’ means ever 
onward and upward, and 
that’s what we plan on do-
ing,” said Mark Nayden, 
one of the bar’s co-founders. 
“There’s been a black cloud 
hanging over everything, 
but I don’t want the negativ-
ity anymore. We’re going 
to fi nd a better space and 
we’re going to continue to 
serve the community.”

Nayden found out in 
June that the bar was going 
to be losing its home. He and 
his husband have managed 
Excelsior for 15 years, hav-
ing moved into the building 

shortly after their landlord 
bought it. They opened with 
a 15-year lease, and were in 
the process of renegotiat-
ing it earlier this summer 
when their landlord said he 
intended to sell.

Nayden said the land-
lord gave them the choice 

to purchase the property 
for $2.2 million, but on 
short notice raising that 
amount was out of the 
question.

The landlord declined 
to comment, saying that 
the sale is still pending.

Park Slope is now 
crammed with bars and 
restaurants, many of 
them gay-friendly, but 
Nayden said when he fi rst 
opened the saloon, estab-
lishments like it were few 
and far between.

“Fifteen years ago, 
there wasn’t much else,” 
he said. “We’ve really 
been an anchor in the 
community, and we’re 
proud of that.”

The bar has been more 
of a neighborhood watering 
hole than a pick-up spot, ac-
cording to one regular.

“This sounds cliche, 
but we compare it a lot to 
‘Cheers,’ ” Chris Christman 
said. “It’s a neighborhood bar 
that happens to be a gay bar.”

BITTERSWEET SYMPHONY: Mark 
Nayden (left) and Richard Kennedy 
just happened to have their wed-
ding scheduled the week before 
their bar Excelsior is set to close.
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Excelsior excised
Park Slope gay bar closing after 15 years
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ferent bars, and includes 
plenty of prose-fi lled and 
poetic diversions along the 
way.

The fi rst location is the 
Henry Street Ale House, 
which Chase picked because 
of its proximity to Walt 
Whitman Park in Cadman 
Plaza. The famous Bard 
of Brooklyn worked for 
the Brooklyn Daily Eagle, 
which had offi ces around 
the corner on Old Fulton 
Street, and lived in the area 
when he fi rst published an 
edition of his seminal work 
“Leaves of Grass.”

From there, the scribe 
stroll heads to Montero’s 
Bar and Grill on Atlantic 
Avenue, a mainstay of the 
Heights since 1947. Author 
Frank McCourt lived in an 
apartment above the nau-

tical-themed watering hole 
in the 1980s, renting it from 
the bar’s matriarch  Pilar 
Montero . The place has not 
changed much since fi rst 
opening its doors to serve 
the Merchant Marines 
who used to dock along the 
nearby waterfront, Chase 
said.

“It’s a dive bar, but it’s a 
fantastic dive bar,” he said. 
“And it really feels like 
Brooklyn. Its a complete 
relic.”

The last stop is The 
Brooklyn Inn, a Hoyt Street 
outpost that claims to 
“maybe be” the borough’s 
oldest bar.

But the literary con-
nections to this establish-
ment continue into modern 
times. Novelist Jonathan 
Lethem, who wrote the de-
tective story “Motherless 
Brooklyn” which is set in 
Boerum Hill, spent time at 
the tavern. 

And “Bored to Death” 
creator  Jonathan Ames  held 
 a wake  for his cancelled TV 
show there in 2011. Even so, 
the Inn is clearly classic, 
Chase said.

“You can sense the his-
tory in that place,” he said.

The fact that history is 
still so apparent in Brook-
lyn is what Chase likes best 
about his newest pub crawl.

“Manhattan just 
changed so quickly,” he 
said. “But in this part of 
Brooklyn, the buildings 
are all the same buildings. 
There’s such a unique iden-
tity.”

Literary Pub Crawl 
starting at the Henry Street 
Ale House [62 Henry St. be-
tween Orange and Cran-
berry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (212) 613–5796, 
www.literarypubcrawl.
com]. Aug. 3, 17, and 31 at 
1 pm. $20 ($15 students and 
seniors).

Continued from page 1 

Pub crawl

BY VANESSA OGLE
Get ready for a show 

that’s really out of this 
world!

The Perseid meteor 
shower stargazing event 
at the Salt Marsh Nature 
Center in Marine Park on 
Aug. 9 is open to anyone 
interested in seeing the 
light. 

Led by the Urban Park 
Rangers, the cosmic con-
fab is designed to intro-
duce people of all ages to 
the mysteries of the solar 
system by watching one of 
the brightest meteor show-
ers of the year from the 
best location possible in 
the city.  

“We’re away from the 
city lights,” said Judith 
Velosky, a Sergeant Park 
Ranger at the Salt Marsh 
Nature Center. “We have a 
nice, dark area.”

The meteor shower is 
visible throughout August 
but Velosky said the view-

ing is scheduled for Aug. 
9 because it will be excep-
tionally bright that day, 
since it is right before a 
full moon and the natu-
ral brightness will make 
shooting stars easier to 
spot.

Perseid meteor shower 
at the Salt Marsh Nature 
Center [E. 33rd Street and 
Avenue U, between Bur-
nett and E. 34th streets 
in Marine Park, (718) 
421–2021]. Aug. 9 at 9 pm. 
Free.

TELESCOPE TIME: Urban Park Ranger Erinn White has her tele-
scope ready for the Perseid meteor shower viewing at the Salt 
Marsh Nature Center in Marine Park. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Meteors over M’Park
Perseid party at the Salt Marsh Nature Center

INN AND OUT: The historic Brooklyn Inn is one place you’ll visit.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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Deep Tissue Laser Treatment is an innovative, scientifically 
based, therapeutic modality. This new technology 
offers advanced pain relief and expedited healing times 
through a process known as photobiostimulation.

Deep Tissue Laser Treatment delivers, deep, 
penetrating, photonic (light) energy to bring about 
profound physiological changes. ATP (Adenosine-
triphosphate) production is increased, inflammation 
and pain reduced and circulation increased at the site of 
pain. These changes in cellular chemistry are triggered by 
the deep tissue laser making it a true healing modality.

Deep Tissue Laser Therapy does not require the use 
of drugs or surgery, and there are no known side effects 
or risks that may occur with other forms of treatment. 
In addition, it can often achieve results faster than other 
treatment modalities. During the treatment the patient 
will feel a deep soothing warmth. This pleasant sensation 
reassures the patient that the laser is stimulating cellular 
activity.

Lasers have made a remarkable contribution toward 
healthcare, allowing practitioners to treat a variety of 
conditions with the speed of light. As a non-invasive 
tool, the laser is particularly effective for the efficient 
treatment of soft tissue injuries, sprains and strains, and 
a variety of other ailments and pain.

Low Level Laser enhances metabolic activity at the 
cellular level, without generating tissue-damaging heat.

Some of the benefits of laser treatment include:
 Fast reduction of pain 
 Improvement of nerve function
 Reduction of muscle spasms.
 Speeding of tissue repair
 Development of muscle tissue and collagen
 Reduction of inflammation,swelling 

  and scar tissue formation
 Pain reduction immediately 

The Class IV laser, approved by the FDA in 2006, 
packs a punch while remaining non-invasive. The Class 
IV laser is capable of reaching depths of 6 to 9 inches, 
with a treatment beam of up to 3 inches.

Because the Class IV laser reaches deep into the 
tissues, it is ideal for treating sprains and strains, arthritis, 
calcified muscles and fibrotic adhesions, as well as intra-
articular tissues inside of the joints. Its far-reaching 
capabilities also allow the Class IV to achieve results 
in less time than most cold lasers currently used today. 
With treatment times of as little as 5 to 15 minutes, the 
Class IV laser allows many conditions to vastly improve 
within a few visits. Oftentimes, patients find immediate, 
soothing relief that improves with each treatment.

A partial list of the kind of conditions that can be 
helped… 

 Bulging, Slipped Discs 
 Spinal Fusion
 Neck Pain
 Sciatica Pain
 Migraine Headaches
 Back Pain & Spinal Conditions
 Tennis Elbow
 Carpal Tunnel Syndrome 
 Neuropathy Pain
 Bell’s Palsy
 Plantar Fasciitis
 Sports Injuries
 Sprains & Strains
 Knee Pain
 Hamstring Tears
 Arthritic Pain

If you are tired of living with pain and would like 
to see if you qualify for deep tissue laser treatment call 
718-234-6206 for a FREE CONSULTATION right 
now. Dr. Keller has seen such dramatic fast pain relief 
with Deep Tissue Laser Treatment, that she offers one 
FREE treatment to see if you respond and if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new non surgical pain 
relieving treatment. Due to the overwhelming response 
to this type of offer, this offer will be good for the first 
25 callers. If the lines are busy, keep trying. 

Listen to what patients are saying: 
“I had been suffering from knee pain for many 
months before I tried laser treatments using Deep 
Tissue Laser. After just a couple treatments, my knee 
pain was reduced to the point where I can finally 
live a more normal life again. These treatments are 
simply remarkable!” 
 - Jennifer C. 

 “I started treatments with Deep Tissue Laser 
after I had injured my neck in a car accident. The 
treatments allowed me to return to work much more 
quickly than anyone had expected, considering the 
pain I was in. During the treatments, all I felt was a 
warming sensation as the laser was moved across the 
injured area where all my pain was. After just three 
short treatments, my pain was almost totally gone. 
Thanks, Doctor!” 
 - Jason B. 

“The Deep Tissue Laser treatments I received 
dramatically helped my recovery from a broken leg. 
Not only did it help reduce the swelling, the pain 
relief I experienced was nothing short of miraculous. 
My orthopedic doctor was amazed with the results.” 
- John M. 

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller
5911 16th Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11204
brooklynspinecenter.com

718.234.6206
Does not apply to federal beneficiaries 
Copyright © 2009 Martin

Are You Suffering With Severe Constant Pain?
New Laser Light Breakthrough Treatment

 May Reduce Or Even Eliminate Pain 
Of  The Worst Kind In Just Minutes

If you are suffering with severe pain despite all the treatments, that may have failed you 
in the past, you may now have some hope of reducing or even eliminating your pain 

with a new non-surgical, painless laser treatment now available in Brooklyn.

ADVERTISEMENT


