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BY VANESSA OGLE
The city’s plan to drain 

rain runoff from the Belt 
Parkway into Gerritsen 
Creek has neighbors fear-
ing for their waterway.

The storm water col-
lection system now under 
construction will dump 
the parkway’s fi lthy runoff 
— along with all the road 

salt, leaked oil, antifreeze, 
and rubbish carried with 
it — directly into Gerritsen 
Creek, and locals are con-
cerned about the effects, 
from fl ooding to pollution, 
it will have on their cher-
ished waterway. 

“That d--- thing is going 
to be dumping rainwater — 
anything off the Belt Park-

way — into the creek,” said 
George Broadhead, presi-
dent of the Gerritsen Beach 
Property Owners Associa-
tion. “We’re hoping to stop 
it before it’s too late.”

The drain, which is 
scheduled to be fi nished in 
the fall of 2017, is part of 
one of seven Belt Parkway 

BY MAX JAEGER
There’s gold in them thar 

beaches!
Thousands of dollars may still 

be buried beneath the Coney Is-
land sand. A pair of rich guys from 
San Francisco hid $2,500 in 38 Pez 
dispensers they scattered over 
the beach between the New York 
Aquarium and Luna Park late on 
Aug. 2 as part of a scavenger hunt 
— but by the next morning, the 
cash-fi lled candy cases that had 
dotted the sand were gone. 

The parks department uses 
tractors with rakes to clean the 
beach and level off the sand each 
night, a spokeswoman said. One 
lucky treasure-hunter found cash 
on the beach on Aug. 3, and based 
on how deep it was buried, the or-
ganizers say the “sandbonis” may 
have entombed the cash deep in 
Coney Island’s sand.

“For sure one person found 
one, but it was buried pretty deep 
— he had to use a shovel” said Ja-
son Buzi.

Buzi and partner Yan Budman 
— who said they organize the scav-
enger hunts nationwide to bring 
people together — began tweeting 

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Welcome to Party Town, 

USA.
Brooklyn got its close-up 

on Monday and Tuesday as 
Democratic offi cials toured 
the borough to see if it’s a 
good fi t to host the party’s 
2016 convention. The excur-
sion began at the Barclays 
Center with a ceremony fea-

turing a who’s-who of bor-
ough Dems. Sen. Charles 
Schumer (D–New York) said 
choosing New York, with 
Brooklyn’s Thunderdome-
esque arena as a focal point, 
is a no-brainer.

“What’s really impor-
tant is representing the fu-
ture,” Schumer said. “And 

Continued on page 8
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City denies 
18th Ave fest 
date change

BY MAX JAEGER
Bensonhurst’s biggest street 

festival will go on as regularly 
scheduled on Aug. 21, despite the 
wishes of its own planners.

Organizers of the Festa di 
Santa Rosalia — better known 
as the 18th Avenue Feast — 
asked the city in March to 
move the 11-day street party’s 
start date forward to Aug. 14 

this year so that it wouldn’t 
end on Labor Day weekend.

But the city said fugghed-
aboudit in a letter issued to 
the organizers and Community 
Board 11 on July 30 — after the 
Santa Rosalia Society, which 
puts on the event, had already 
spent weeks advertising the 
earlier date.

The board’s district manager 
said the city dropped the ball in 

Continued on page 10
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CREEK CONCERNS: Ray-
mond Schaefer is worried 
about the city’s plan.

Actor Primy Rivera turns into a zombie in “The World Takes a Selfi e,” which will come to Sunset Park on Aug. 23. 
For more, see page 2. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Dems tour Brooklyn G’Beachers blast drainage plan
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
All of Brooklyn’s a stage, 

but the men and women are 
not payers!

Theater for a New City 
is embarking on its annual 
Summer Street Theater 
Tour, which will this year 
stage an outdoor show in 
Sunset Park on Aug. 23 — 
no tickets necessary. The 
creator of the free festival 
said the show give kids and 
parents something to do 
during the hot months.

“It’s a wonderful breath 
of fresh air in the middle of 
the summer,” said Theater 
for a New City’s artistic di-
rector Crystal Field, who 
started the park and pave-
ment plays back in 1976.

This year’s show is an 
operetta called “Emer-
gency!” or “The World 
Takes a Selfi e.” The show’s 
title is a comment on how 
obsessed people have be-
come with the practice of 
taking their own photo-
graphs, Field said. But the 
play also deals with the 

ubiquitous presence of tech-
nology and social media in 
our lives today.

“They aren’t bad things,” 
Field said. “But they have to 
be used judiciously.”

The lead character of 
this year’s show is an emer-
gency medical technician 
who meets up with a re-

porter and together they 
travel the world. They see 
things such as sweatshops, 
a house fi re, and even a 
pack of zombies attacking 
the president — but no one 
else seems to be paying at-
tention.

The show features a live 

BY VANESSA OGLE
Take a stroll down an 

unpaved memory lane.
A new documentary 

titled “A Walk Through 
Canarsie” captures the 
neighborhood in the 1880s 
and 1950s, when it was a 
quintessential seaside com-
munity, known for its yacht 
races and seafood — instead 
of the place you wake up in 
when you fall asleep on the 
L train. These were ’hood’s 
halcyon days, according to 
one of the fi lm’s creators.

“It is really hard for me 
to say that anything great 
exists in Canarsie besides 
its past,” said Canarsie 
History Museum founder 
Ramon Martinez, who pro-
duced the fi lm. “It is not 
even a quarter of what it 
used to be.”

The nostalgic fl ick, 
which will screen at the 
Thomas Jefferson Demo-
cratic Club on Aug. 17, inter-
views longtime locals who 
remember when the neigh-
borhood was more back-
roads than buildings.

“Everyone was saying 
how they remember dirt 
roads,” said Andre Riggins, 
the fi lmmaker who shot 
the documentary in three 
weeks. “One lady was say-
ing she brought her furni-
ture over with horses.”

Martinez, who has also 
written a book about Ca-
narsie’s history, said the 
neighborhood — which has 
had more than 98 hotels 
throughout its history — 
was a tourist hotspot, self-
sustained by its million-
dollar fi shing industry that 

supplied seafood to Man-
hattan, Long Island, and 
upstate New York.

“The waters were rich 
with sea life — lobsters, clams, 
oysters,” said Martinez. 

Water pollution from lo-
cal sewer systems and a dye 
company destroyed that in-
dustry — and Martinez said 
the water still hasn’t recov-
ered. But one of the elders 
interviewed in the fi lm said 
there are still great neigh-
borhood niches, such as the 
Lions Club and the Holy 
Family Roman Catholic 
Church, where she said she 
spent many happy years.

“We had a very good 
time,” said Theresa Sca-
lise, who lived in her Ca-
narsie for 68 years. “So 
many friendly visits where 
we spent hours just talking 
and enjoying.”

“A Walk Through Ca-
narsie” screens at Thomas 
Jefferson Democratic Club 
(77 Conklin Ave. between E. 
93rd and E. 94th streets in 
Canarsie).  Aug. 17 at 1:30 
pm. Free. 

Theater for a New City’s ‘The World Takes a Selfi e’

PICTURE THIS: Cast members pose for a “selfi e” before a per-
formance of Theater for a New City’s outdoor musical “The World 
Takes a Selfi e.” Photo by Elizabeth Graham

New doc explores Canarsie

Sidewalk theater in S’set

H O M E C A R E /
C O M P A N I O N  C A R E 
S E R V I C E S  I N C L U D E :

 Assistance with Dressing/ 
Grooming/Bathing  

 Doctors Appointments:  
Scheduling and Escorting  

 Meal Preparation  
 Home Maintenance Services  
 Medication Management  
 Full Housekeeping  
 Grocery Shopping  
 Linen, Bedding, Laundry  
 Transportation  
 Hourly and Live-in Options  
 And much more! 

All aides are licensed  and bonded

����������	
��������
������ 
multilingual caregivers

������
������
�
������������������
��

We promise to deliver great care at 
����	������
�
��

@ElitecaresLike us at Elite Care

Let  

deserve!
you 

provide you 
care the

���������"�#$�����%������""��&"��
' ' '( � � 
 � � � � � � � ( � � � $�$��%������	��)��(�*�
���+$��.���0�1�2�34���"$�

Apply Online
www.bayridgeloans.org

718-680-2121

* Rates are based on 8.45% Annual Percentage Rate with automatic loan payments for a term of 60 months.  Rates are based on 
credit worthiness.  Other rates and terms available.  Higher loan amounts available.  Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

MAIN OFFICE :
BRANCH  :

CANARSIE CULTURE: Ramon 
Martinez,  shows an artifact 
from Golden City Park, which 
was in Canarsie in 1907.
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BY MAX JAEGER
A fi lm about Brooklyn’s 

most famous bank robbery 
barely made it to borough 
theaters.

“The Dog” — a docu-
mentary about the Brook-
lyn man who robbed a bank 
in Gravesend to fi nance his 
lover’s sex change and in-
spired the 1975 fi lm “Dog 
Day Afternoon” — opened 
in Manhattan theaters on 
Aug. 8, but it didn’t hit the 
big screen in Brooklyn un-
til Aug. 15, and that was 
only after a cinema owner 
had to hunt down the fi lm’s 
distributor.

“They didn’t reach out 
to us, but the more we read 
about it, the more it sounded 
like it would be an amazing 
pick for our theater,” said 
Matthew Viragh, owner of 
Williamsburg dinner-the-
ater Nitehawk Cinema.

The hip movie house, 
known for showing indie 
fl icks and off-beat documen-
taries, never got a call from 
distributor Drafthouse 
Films about screening “The 
Dog,” and Viragh asked the 

Austin-based company to 
throw him a bone on Aug. 7 
— one day before the fi lm’s 
New York premiere.

Brooklyn Heights Cin-
ema got snubbed too, its 
owner said.

“God knows who they 
reached out to — not us,” 
said Kenn Lowy. “Honestly, 
as far as movie theaters in 
Brooklyn go, we’re the one 

that people go to because 
they know we play things 
like that.”

The film, shot over 10 
years, lays out the events 
leading up to the fateful 
day in August 1972 when 
John Wojtowicz — also 
known as “The Dog” — and 
an accomplice attempted 
to rob the Chase Manhat-
tan Bank at 450 Avenue P. 

Told via interviews with 
eye witnesses, family 
members, and Wojtowicz 
himself, the documentary 
explores The Dog’s time as 
a gay rights organizer and 
his attempts to land a job 
following his release from 
prison.

The fi lm’s ties to Brook-
lyn are obvious, Viragh 
said.

“He’s born and raised 
in Brooklyn and seems like 
one of those really interest-
ing, kooky local character 
that seems to be disappear-
ing from the borough.”

The fi lm distributor’s 
parent company, Alamo 
Drafthouse Cinemas, is 
 building a seven-screen 
dinner-theater in Down-
town Brooklyn slated to 
open next year . 

Drafthouse Films de-
clined to comment.

“The Dog” at Nite-
whawk Cinema (136 Metro-
politan Ave. between Berry 
Street and Wythe Avenue 
in Williamsburg, www.ni-
tehawkcinema.com) Aug. 
15–21 at 5:05 pm. $11.

WALK THE DOG: Wojtowicz wanted to see the documentary made 
about his attempted bank robbery, he’d have to travel 10 miles 
from the old Chase Manhattan on 450 Avenue P in Gravesend to 
Manhattan theaters showing the fl ick, if the fi lm’s distributors had 
their way. Drafthouse Films

PARTY ANIMAL: The late John Wojtowicz, a self-proclaimed “ro-
mantic,” always had a fl air for the dramatic. Drafthouse Films

‘Afternoon’ delight! 
‘Dog’ screens in Bklyn

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Come on down.
The Greenpoint convention 

center hot-button real estate ty-
coon Joshua Guttman started 
building this spring is opening 
its doors next month for its fi rst 
event, the Brooklyn Antiques 
and Book Fair. Guttman’s water-
front Greenpoint Terminal Mar-
ket mysteriously burned to the 
ground eight years ago and  his 
latest project in the neighborhood 
caught suspicious area residents 
by surprise . But antique dealers 
are excited to be able to vend their 
wares in such a hip, headache-
free locale, an organizer for the 
show said.

“There are so many people ex-

cited to do a New York show with-
out the New York hassle,” Marvin 
Getman said. “Everyone is excited 
to present in Brooklyn, because 
Brooklyn is where it is at.”

The fair is set to run Sept. 13–14 
and feature more than 100 antique 
and rare-book hawkers, accord-
ing to an announcement.

Neighbors distrust Guttman, 
whose massive Greenpoint Termi-
nal Market was home to a hodge-
podge of artists, industrial op-
erations, and derelict structures 
frequented by vandals and home-
less people at the time of the 2006 
fi re that destroyed much of it. Po-
lice later  arrested  and convicted 
a homeless man for starting the 
blaze, but fi refi ghters said at the 

time that the fl ames ignited in at 
least fi ve separate spots, accord-
ing to neighbors. Other Guttman 
properties  went up in smoke in 
the years before that. 

Brooklyn Expo Center man-
ager Uli Zuker said Guttman and 
his son Jack are trying to win over 
wary locals with a sliding scale 
for neighborhood functions. 

“Any community event or any-
one who wants to conduct some-
thing for the community, most of 
the time we will give it for free or 

Surprise convention center to open with an antiques show in September

FRONT AND CENTER: This building at Noble and Franklin streets is on track to becoming convention central. 
 Brooklyn Expo Center

Old stuff meets new G’point expo center

Continued on page 4
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www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

Lose 1–3 Pant or Dress
Sizes in 2 Weeks—

WITH NO DOWNTIME

Now it’s possible to get a lean body like singer Rihanna’s 
with proven, safe & painless alternative to surgery.

The Zerona™ removes fat & reduces inches.
Zerona™ Laser of New York uses the new 100% non-
invasive, FDA approved, Zerona™, which targets & melts 
fat with 5 laser beams. The melted fat exits the body 
through the lymphatic system.

You can expect to experience a loss of 3-9
inches from the waist, hips & thighs and reduction in 
clothes size in two weeks.

“Inches are inches, and the Zerona™ removes inches,
more than four inches on the “test” case we did for The Doctors. 
I have to admit I didn’t believe it at first either.”

Dr. Drew Ordon—Lead Physician on the Hit TV Show
“The Doctors”

Are you right for Zerona™?
Attend a FREE workshop ($79 value)

Tuesday, August 19th at 6:30 pm or
Tuesday, August 29th at 6:30 pm

Limited Seating
Call (718) 234-6212
to reserve your seat.

Rihanna

SLIM STUBBORN  
FAT FROM

Tummy
Back
Hips
Thighs
Buttocks
Love Handles
Chin & Neck
Arms

helping me, they would not 
violate Shabbat.”

Akselrod also played 
the religion card in the 
spat, referencing a  New 
York Observer article in 
which Cymbrowitz invoked 
the Holocaust to defend 
his spending of campaign 
funds at a souvenir shop in 
Munich .

“As someone who uses 
the Holocaust to justify his 
spending at a Munich gift 
shop, my opponent showed 
he will stop at nothing to 
desperately hang on to his 
position,” said Akselrod. 

Akselrod claims that 
nearly three-quarters of 
Cymbrowitz’s petition sig-
natures are fake or oth-
erwise unacceptable, and 
defended his decision to 
challenge them in court.  

“My campaign was 
forced to seek the assis-
tance of the courts because 
my opponent’s lack of sup-

port in the community ne-
cessitated his campaign to 
resort to submitting pre-
dominately fraudulent and 
invalid signatures,” said 
Akselrod.

But Cymbrowitz cam-
paign spokesman Austin 
Finan said the signatures 
are valid, and accused Ak-
selrod of fi ling a “frivolous 
lawsuit” as a last resort to 
boost his campaign before 
the Sept. 9 primary.

Tensions between the 
two have been high before 
— in the 2012 primary race, 
 Akselrod accused Cym-
browitz of calling his Jew-
ish Council colleagues im-
moral when the incumbent 
described himself as, “the 
only secular Jew in New 
York City who votes in fa-
vor of yeshivas and against 
immorality.” 

Cymbrowitz beat Aksel-
rod in that primary by a 
scant 244 votes. 

BY VANESSA OGLE
The primary battle for 

Sheepshead Bay’s Assem-
bly seat is descending into 
an exchange of hot-button 
insults with the dueling 
Democrats accusing each 
other of disrespecting the 
sabbath and trivializing the 
Holocaust.

The mud started fl ying 
over the weekend, after chal-
lenger Ben Akselrod asked 
a judge to invalidate sig-
natures on Assemblyman 

Steven Cymbrowitz’s nomi-
nating petition, triggering 
a fl urry of subpoenas to the 
incumbent’s supporters late 
in the day on Aug. 8.

Seizing on the fact that 
the subpoenas went out just 
hours before the sundown 
start of Shabbat, Cym-
browitz (D–Sheepshead 
Bay) accused Akselrod of 
insensitivity to observant 
Jews, who make up a large 
portion of the district en-
compassing Sheepshead 

Bay, Midwood, Manhat-
tan Beach, Gravesend, and 
Brighton Beach.

“To threaten and in-
timidate the good people of 
this district is disgraceful 
enough,” said Cymbrow-
itz, who has represented 
the district since 2000, “but 
for an observant Jew like 
Ben Akselrod to harass 
and worry other observant 
Jews on Shabbat shows how 
insensitive Ben is to the 
people of this district and 

his own community.”
Akselrod said he was in 

court all day Aug. 7, so the 
next day was the soonest he 
could send the subpoenas 
out. Furthermore, he said 
that one of the process serv-
ers who delivered the docu-
ments was an Orthodox Jew 
he knew would be careful to 
fi nish the work before sun-
down.

“One of the people hap-
pened to be an Orthodox 
Jew,” he said. “Forget about 

Hot-button hits in Assembly race

PRIMARY COLORS: Challenger Ben Akselrod (left) accused incum-
bent Assemblyman Steven Cymbrowitz (right) of trivializing the 
Holocaust after Cymbrowitz accused Akselrod of disrespecting 
the sabbath. Photos by Steve Solomonson

low cost,” said Zuker. 
Guttman refi nished the 

79 Franklin St. warehouse 
at Noble Street with a glass 
exterior and marketed it 
as a miniature version of 
Manhattan’s Jacob Javits 
Convention Center, with 
moveable walls for confer-

ences and banquets, as well 
as offi ce space.

So far, the expo center is 
giving space to community 
group Town Square for a 
children’s festival, Zuker 
said.

The expo will also host a 
hot sauce festival, a cooking 
industry trade show, and a 
wedding convention called 
“My Big Fat Jewish Wed-
ding,” he said.

Expo
Continued from page 3

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.
LIVE UNITED

LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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BY MAX JAEGER
A Bay Ridge butcher has 

gotten the axe.
The Frank and Eddie’s 

Meat Market on the corner 
Third Avenue and Bay Ridge 
Parkway closed its doors at 
the beginning of the month 
after 50 years in business. 

One of the owners said 
big-name grocers are slic-
ing up the neighborhood 
provisioner’s client base and 
crowding out the little guys.

“There’s too much com-
petition,” said Otto Manna-
rino, who runs Frank and 
Eddie’s 86th Street location. 
“Too many supermarkets 
are opening in the area.”

Owners decided to consol-
idate their efforts and beef up 
their 86th Street store, which 
will now carry items previ-
ously available only at the 
Third Avenue shop, he said.

“We decided to close one 
of the locations and keep the 
bigger of the two,” he said. 
“We’re trying to accommo-
date everyone — bringing 
in products he had [at Bay 
Ridge Parkway].”

Locals were gutted when 
they heard the news.

“It’s too bad — they were 
always really nice,” said 
resident Brian Dillon.

Butchers used to have 
their run of the Ridge, but 
the meat slingers’ salad 
days are over, he said.

“There was one like ev-
ery couple blocks,” said Dil-
lon, who has lived in the 
neighborhood his whole 
life. “Mom-and-pops always 

suffer from bigger stores.”
More chains are moving 

into the neighborhood —  a 
Panera Bread opened Aug. 4 , 
and a Chipotle Restaurant is 
opening in the near future. 

The  Butcher Bar — 
which Frank and Edddie’s 
co-owner Dennis Manna-
rino opened with two part-
ners in 2012  — will remain 
open at the site for the time 
being, according to Otto 
Mannarino. 

Mom-and-pop meat market closes

DEAD MEAT: Passers-by stop to read the announcement that Frank 
and Eddie’s Meat Market on Third Avenue and Bay Ridge Parkway 
has closed. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Butcher shop chopped

BUY
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CASH FOR 
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             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
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Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
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prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.
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Auto Repair Service

Extended Warranty Welcome  12 Month Warranty
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Unlimited miles on any rebuilt transmission
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www.salstrans.com
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GET YOUR TRANSMISSION READY FOR SUMMER
Check engine light on?

Bring it to Sal for a FREE DIAGNOSTIC

FREE 
TOW 
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Job
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Acct. 

Welcome
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Welcome
191 WINDSOR PLACE, BROOKLYN, NY 11215

GALAXY GLASS
Shower Doors

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
Offi ce: 718-232-9231 917-903-0355

GalaxyGlass1@hotmail.com 718-837-2819

band, colorful costumes, 
puppetry, and 30 actors all 
taking on multiple roles. One 
performer said her favorite 
part of the curb-side concert 
is seeing kids’ faces as they 
stumble across the show.

“Kids will just be walk-
ing by and they’ll see us and 
get excited,” said Emily Pez-

zella. “They had no idea we 
were going to be there.”

The street-tour has 13 
stops around the city dur-
ing August and September. 
Field said hitting the streets 
is a good way to keep her 
grounded, and ready to write 
new material. Which is lucky, 
because she pens a new musi-
cal for the festival each year. 

Field said she always 
tries to tie the plays in to con-
temporary issues that are af-

fecting the communities the 
tour visits. In some of her 
earlier works, that meant op-
position to the Vietnam War. 
Today, selfi es.

“Street theater is always 
very relevant,” she said. 
“We’re on top of what’s go-
ing down.”

“The World Takes a 
Selfi e” in Sunset Park (44th 
Street between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues in Sunset 
Park). Aug. 23 at 2 pm. Free.

Selfi e
Continued from page 2
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
A scandal-marred 

Dumbo event space could 
get a second life as the new 
home of a beloved Brooklyn 
Heights movie theater.

Brooklyn Heights Cin-
ema is closing by the end 
of the month, marking the 
end of 43 years on Henry 
Street, and is considering 
moving into part of the for-
mer Rebar space, accord-
ing to Cinema owner Kenn 
Lowy. The New York Daily 
News fi rst reported the pos-
sibility. Rebar owner Jason 
Stevens shuttered the gas-
troub abruptly in May, leav-
ing couples who had booked 
weddings there in the lurch 
and employees out of luck. In 
Brooklyn Heights, the build-
ing between Cranberry and 
Orange streets that houses 
the two-screen theater has 
been sold and the new owner 
wants the sole tenant gone, 
Lowy said.

“I’m not sure what’s go-
ing to happen with the build-
ing,” he said. “But the cin-
ema is unfortunately not in 
the plans.”

He is planning to down-
size to a single-screen cin-
ema and the Rebar theater 
space  would accommodate 
100 seats, down from his cur-
rent 300, he said. Wherever 
he goes, leaving the Heights 
will be hard, he said.

“When I walk by the 
building a few months from 
now it’s going to be upset-
ting,” he said. “It has a lot of 
history for me and my fam-
ily.”

The theater opened 
in 1970 and Lowy said he 
started catching fl icks there 
when he moved to Cobble 
Hill at 16. Lowy saved the 
 fl edgling fi lm house in 2011  
after its owner was arrested 
for cheating movie-loving 

investors in a fraud scheme 
where he raised money for 
an expansion that never 
happened. The dramatic 
downfall was echoed by Ste-
vens’s. The Rebar owner is 

now serving an up-to-10-year 
prison sentence for tax fraud 
and owes couples he fl eeced 
$1.8 million.

The Heights Cinema has 
remained in danger of clos-

ing for most of Lowy’s time 
at the helm.

Lowy’s landlord Tom 
Caruana twice pitched tear-
down plans for the one-story 
structure, which was built 

in 1895 and falls within the 
Brooklyn Heights Historic 
District. Both  plans for 
taller, new buildings on the 
lot   included space for the 
Cinema in the ground fl oor 
after an initial bid proposing 
its eviction prompted outcry . 
But neither plan could make 
it past the sticklers at the 
Landmarks Preservation 
Commission.

Last year, Caruana fi -
nally admitted defeat and 
put the building up for sale. 
Around the same time, 
Lowy  started raising cash to 
help buy a digital projector 
as it became increasingly 

diffi cult to fi nd new titles on 
35 mm celluloid . 

Lowy raised $32,597 on-
line towards the projectors, 
without which he says he 
would have been unable to 
stay operating even if he 
could remain in place.

“The fact that we have the 
digital projector allows us to 
keep going,” Lowy said.

Building sale or no, de-
clining ticket sales would 
have forced Lowy out by Sep-
tember, he said.

“There just aren’t enough 
movie-goers in the Heights 
to support a one-screen cin-
ema,” he said. 

Brooklyn Heights mainstay eyes shuttered Dumbo venue for new digs

PHANTOM TICKET BOOTH: (Above) Brooklyn Heights Cinema owner Kenn Lowy has seen a lot in 
decades of watching movies and taking tickets on Henry Street. (Right) Get a good look. The cinema is 
coming to the end of its reel. Photos by Stefano Giovannini

Closing cinema could revive Rebar

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Church Avenue is in need of 

decline intervention!
So say pols and business lead-

ers who are demanding a fi x to 
the Flatbush commercial strip’s 
B and Q station, the borough’s 
ninth busiest, which they say is 
crumbling as the area sees an in-
fl ux of investment.

“It doesn’t refl ect the neigh-
borhood,” said Lauren Collins, 
director of the Church Avenue 
Business Improvement District. 
“We’re trying to do all these posi-

tive new things with new restau-
rants and new storefronts, but 
shoppers and visitors are coming 
and it looks like a very rundown 
neighborhood.”

The subway stop, which neigh-
bors a new pizza place where cock-
tails run $10 and a cafe where tur-
key sandwiches come with truffl e 
mayo, as well as longtime green 
grocers and department stores, is 
in rough shape. Paint peels from 
the walls, ceilings leak, stair-
ways have water damage, and an 
entire exterior wall is missing its 

tiles. 
Collins spoke at a recent Met-

ropolitan Transportation Author-
ity hearing to plead for the agency 
to make the station’s renovation 
a priority, citing increased rider-
ship. The station served 5,603,898 
riders in 2013, up 13 percent from 
2012 according to Transportation 
Authority data.

Collins also cited the renova-
tions done at three nearby sta-
tions this year and last. The Coney 
Island-bound sides of the stations 

DRIPPY SITUATION: Lauren Collins 
points to evidence of a ceiling leak at 
the Church Avenue B and Q station.  
 Photo by Elizabeth GrahamContinued on page 9

Locals: Church station an unholy mess
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Deep Tissue Laser Treatment is an innovative, scientifically 
based, therapeutic modality. This new technology 
offers advanced pain relief and expedited healing times 
through a process known as photobiostimulation.

Deep Tissue Laser Treatment delivers, deep, 
penetrating, photonic (light) energy to bring about 
profound physiological changes. ATP (Adenosine-
triphosphate) production is increased, inflammation 
and pain reduced and circulation increased at the site of 
pain. These changes in cellular chemistry are triggered by 
the deep tissue laser making it a true healing modality.

Deep Tissue Laser Therapy does not require the use 
of drugs or surgery, and there are no known side effects 
or risks that may occur with other forms of treatment. 
In addition, it can often achieve results faster than other 
treatment modalities. During the treatment the patient 
will feel a deep soothing warmth. This pleasant sensation 
reassures the patient that the laser is stimulating cellular 
activity.

Lasers have made a remarkable contribution toward 
healthcare, allowing practitioners to treat a variety of 
conditions with the speed of light. As a non-invasive 
tool, the laser is particularly effective for the efficient 
treatment of soft tissue injuries, sprains and strains, and 
a variety of other ailments and pain.

Low Level Laser enhances metabolic activity at the 
cellular level, without generating tissue-damaging heat.

Some of the benefits of laser treatment include:
 Fast reduction of pain 
 Improvement of nerve function
 Reduction of muscle spasms.
 Speeding of tissue repair
 Development of muscle tissue and collagen
 Reduction of inflammation,swelling 

  and scar tissue formation
 Pain reduction immediately 

The Class IV laser, approved by the FDA in 2006, 
packs a punch while remaining non-invasive. The Class 
IV laser is capable of reaching depths of 6 to 9 inches, 
with a treatment beam of up to 3 inches.

Because the Class IV laser reaches deep into the 
tissues, it is ideal for treating sprains and strains, arthritis, 
calcified muscles and fibrotic adhesions, as well as intra-
articular tissues inside of the joints. Its far-reaching 
capabilities also allow the Class IV to achieve results 
in less time than most cold lasers currently used today. 
With treatment times of as little as 5 to 15 minutes, the 
Class IV laser allows many conditions to vastly improve 
within a few visits. Oftentimes, patients find immediate, 
soothing relief that improves with each treatment.

A partial list of the kind of conditions that can be 
helped… 

 Bulging, Slipped Discs 
 Spinal Fusion
 Neck Pain
 Sciatica Pain
 Migraine Headaches
 Back Pain & Spinal Conditions
 Tennis Elbow
 Carpal Tunnel Syndrome 
 Neuropathy Pain
 Bell’s Palsy
 Plantar Fasciitis
 Sports Injuries
 Sprains & Strains
 Knee Pain
 Hamstring Tears
 Arthritic Pain

If you are tired of living with pain and would like 
to see if you qualify for deep tissue laser treatment call 
718-234-6206 for a FREE CONSULTATION right 
now. Dr. Keller has seen such dramatic fast pain relief 
with Deep Tissue Laser Treatment, that she offers one 
FREE treatment to see if you respond and if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new non surgical pain 
relieving treatment. Due to the overwhelming response 
to this type of offer, this offer will be good for the first 
25 callers. If the lines are busy, keep trying. 

Listen to what patients are saying: 
“I had been suffering from knee pain for many 
months before I tried laser treatments using Deep 
Tissue Laser. After just a couple treatments, my knee 
pain was reduced to the point where I can finally 
live a more normal life again. These treatments are 
simply remarkable!” 
 - Jennifer C. 

 “I started treatments with Deep Tissue Laser 
after I had injured my neck in a car accident. The 
treatments allowed me to return to work much more 
quickly than anyone had expected, considering the 
pain I was in. During the treatments, all I felt was a 
warming sensation as the laser was moved across the 
injured area where all my pain was. After just three 
short treatments, my pain was almost totally gone. 
Thanks, Doctor!” 
 - Jason B. 

“The Deep Tissue Laser treatments I received 
dramatically helped my recovery from a broken leg. 
Not only did it help reduce the swelling, the pain 
relief I experienced was nothing short of miraculous. 
My orthopedic doctor was amazed with the results.” 
- John M. 

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller
5911 16th Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11204
brooklynspinecenter.com

718.234.6206
Does not apply to federal beneficiaries 
Copyright © 2009 Martin

Are You Suffering With Severe Constant Pain?
New Laser Light Breakthrough Treatment

 May Reduce Or Even Eliminate Pain 
Of  The Worst Kind In Just Minutes

If you are suffering with severe pain despite all the treatments, that may have failed you 
in the past, you may now have some hope of reducing or even eliminating your pain 

with a new non-surgical, painless laser treatment now available in Brooklyn.

ADVERTISEMENT
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bridges the Department of 
Transportation plans to re-
construct. The storm water 
collection system will drain 
three lanes of the highway 
into the water. But Broad-
head is worried that the 
three-lane plan, which he 
fears may eventually in-
clude all six lanes of the 
parkway, is going to over-
whelm the relatively small 
creek, and would be bet-
ter absorbed into the much 
larger Jamaica Bay.

“Why not into Jamaica 
Bay, where there is so much 
more water to dilute it?” 
said Broadhead. 

One community activist 
who has spent more than 15 
years fi ghting to cleanup the 
local creek said that send-
ing the water into Jamaica 
Bay is a more logical choice 
since it wouldn’t directly 
disturb a residential area.

“They’re basically put-
ting the pollutants where 
the people live, swim, and 
play, rather than the larger 

open body that goes out to 
sea,” said longtime activist 
Michael Taylor. 

The Department of 
Transportation said all of 
the storm water collection 
systems will gather, con-
vey, and discharge rainwa-
ter from the roadways into 
the nearest body of water, 
and are designed and con-
structed according to the 
requirements of Depart-
ment of Environmental Pro-
tection, which will monitor 
the storm water collection 
system after the construc-
tion system is completed.

One Gerritsen Beacher 
pointed out that a natural 
fi ltering system had long 
handled the rainwater run-
off, and absorbed the pol-
lution and debris that will 
now fl ow directly into the 
creek — and she said this 
change would defi nitely 
disturb the water, fi sh, and 
residents. 

“It came off of the road-
way and into the marsh, 
which is nature’s fi lter,” 
said Kelly O’Brien, who has 
lived in Gerritsen Beach for 
20 years. “How could they 

be okay with gasoline and 
antifreeze and all that stuff 
dumping into the water and 
think that won’t affect the 
marine life?”

One longtime local, 
whose home looks out over 
the construction site, said 
it isn’t the sight of the mas-
sive drain that bothers him 
— it is the unforeseen con-
sequences for the environ-
ment in Gerritsen Creek. 

“It is not seeing it — 
it is the effect,” said Ray 
Schaefer. “There is more 
than meets the eye.”

Broadhead said caring 
for the creek is not about 
politics — it is about ensur-
ing that the neighborhood 
stays safe for the next gen-
eration.

“I never expected to be in-
volved with environmental 
issues, but I have grandchil-
dren and great-grandchil-
dren, and if we don’t con-
cern ourselves with oceans, 
rivers, and creeks now, it 
may be too late for them to 
turn back the tide,” said 
Broadhead, who added that 
his daughter was thrilled 
with his new activism.

hints to the money’s location 
from their @HiddenCash 
handle at 8:30 am on Aug. 
3, but by 10:30 am, they we 
inundated by tweets from 
treasure-hunters who came 
up empty-handed.

“We knew something 
was wrong because we ex-
pected people to have found 
a few by then,” Buzi said. “I 
called my partner and said, 
‘We have to do something to 
fi x this.’ ”

Budman bought more 
of the pocket-sized novelty 

candy dispensers, pulled 
some cash out of the bank, 
and nestled the moola on 
Brighton Beach’s shores to 
make up for the missing Co-
ney cash, Buzi said.

We sent our intrepid Bur-
ied Treasure Correspondent 
to sift through Coney’s beach 
in search of the buried trea-
sure, but only dug up some 
less lucrative curios — such 
as a rusty fi shhook — and 
straight-up trash.

But if you want to take a 
shovel to the shore and try 
your luck, be careful.

A 10-year-old girl found 
a loaded 9 mm handgun 
buried in the sand near W. 

19th Street just after 2 pm 
on Aug. 11, police said. The 
girl and her mother turned 
the gun over to police, and 
the incident is still under 
investigation, according to 
law enforcement offi cials.

A Parks Department 
spokeswoman said no Parks 
employees have reported 
fi nding money-stuffed Pez 
dispensers, but if city work-
ers do stumble on the en-
tombed treats, Buzi wants 
them to spread the love.

“They should re-hide 
them,” he said. “I’d like the 
money to go to the people of 
New York — not to the gar-
bage or city workers.”

Continued from page 1 

Treasure

Continued from page 1 

Creek

1,000s OF NEW REASONS TO SHOP OUR      
WAREHOUSE OUTLET NOW!

UNPRECEDENTED SELECTION HAS JUST 
ARRIVED FROM OUR OTHER LOCATIONS

1106 AVE U, BROOKLYN  718.375.7337

UP 
TO 80% OFF ORIGINAL PRICES

CLOTHING.SHOES.ACCESSORIES
CONTEMPORARY  JUNIORS  MEN’S  KIDS  BABY

CLOTHING � SHOES � ACCESSORIES
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BOOTY GALORE: There may be thousands of dollars in cash buried just beneath Coney Island’s teem-
ing beaches. File photo by Paul Martinka
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To learn more of  the signs of  autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 88

at the Cortelyou, Beverly, 
and Parkside Q stations re-
opened in June after months 
of restoration work, which 
followed sprucing-up on the 
Manhattan-bound sides.

“Three other nearby sta-
tions have been rehabbed or 
renovated, but Church Ave. 
keeps getting passed over,” 
Collins said. “Those sta-
tions may have been worse, 
but now we’re a lot worse.”

Assemblyman James 
Brennan (D–Flatbush) and 
Assemblywoman Rhoda 
James (D–Flatbush) wrote 
letters in February implor-
ing the agency to cough up 
the funds to fi x the station.

But straphangers who 
rely on the hub are less inter-
ested in its appearance than 
whether the trains come on 
time, according to several 
whom we polled.

“I don’t really care how 
it looks. It’s the service that 
affects me,” said Agathina 
Noze. “As long as it doesn’t 
smell like pee, I’m okay.”

A Transportation Au-
thority spokeswoman 
declined to comment on 
whether renovations are 
planned at Church Av-
enue because the agency’s 
2015–2019 plan is still being 
drafted, she said. 

THE PEEL DEAL: Lauren Col-
lins knows the blemishes of 
Church Avenue well. Here she 
peels back the paint on a col-
umn. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Filthy
Continued from page 6

BY VANESSA OGLE
Sheepshead Bay’s  ongo-

ing battle against trash  is 
about to get real. 

The problem of the 
neighborhood’s overfl ow-
ing trash cans won’t be 
solved until locals stop 
dumping household gar-
bage in street bins, and 
the area’s crusading coun-
cilman is vowing tougher 
enforcement against scoff-
laws.

“They’re going to get 
summonses,” said Coun-
cilman Chaim Deutsch (D–
Sheepshead Bay). 

Deutsch said the Depart-
ment of Sanitation is going 
to step up monitoring area 
wastebaskets and sock rub-
bish rogues with $100 tick-
ets — but he cautioned that 
it will take time to correct 

residents’ bad habits.
“This is years and years 

of people just throwing out 
their household trash and 

things out their window,” 
said Deutsch. “This is just 
the beginning.”

In the meantime, 
Deutsch is devoting discre-
tionary funds to increase 
the pickup schedule on 
Sheepshead Bay Road and 
Avenue U, which he said 
will begin soon.

“I have chosen to allo-
cate funding through the 
Cleanup NYC initiative to 
the Department of Sanita-
tion for additional street lit-
ter basket collections,” said 
Deutsch.  “More frequent 
basket collections will 
make a favorable impact on 
the trash problem that cur-
rently affects the neighbor-
hood.”

Deutsch is also host-
ing a second community 
cleanup day on Aug. 17, 

and he said this is one of 
the many steps he is taking 
to tidy the trashed neigh-
borhood.  

A community activ-
ist who attended the fi rst 
cleanup day in July said that 
the cleanup was helpful and 
sent a positive message, but 
agreed a more permanent 
solution is needed to ensure 
the streets stay spiffy.  

“It was clean and then 
after about four days, it 
started to get messy — and 
after a week, it was dis-
gusting,” said Bruce Roth-
man. “We have to work on 
the problems that are help-
ing cause the mess.”

Chaim Deutsch’s Com-
munity Cleanup [Avenue 
U and E. 24th Street in 
Sheepshead Bay, (718) 
368–9176]. Aug. 17, 10 am.

TRASHY TIMES: Council-
man Chaim Deutsch said the 
Department of Sanitation is 
cracking down on residents 
who illegally dump household 
garbage in street cans. CNG / 
Vanessa Ogle

Sheepshead Bay can crackdown



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

AU
G. 

17
, 2

01
4

10

no place represents the fu-
ture like Brooklyn.”

The visiting delegation 
included 15 staffers from 
the Democrats’ advisory 
committee, which will help 
select the site of the upcom-
ing presidential-candidate-
nominating ritual. Brook-
lyn offi cially  entered the 
running back in June , and 
this paper’s defi nitive  anal-
ysis of the 13 other contend-
ers showed that the borough 
is the obvious choice . Demo-
cratic Party bigs have now 
narrowed that list to fi ve 
— Brooklyn, Birmingham, 
Philadelphia, Phoenix, and 
Columbus, Ohio — and are 
touring each.

The Barclays visit be-
gan a planned two days in 
New York with stops at the 
Brooklyn Academy of Mu-
sic and in Manhattan also 
on the itinerary. The liberal 
party’s envoys are supposed 
to evaluate transportation, 
lodging, security, and the 
convention venues in each 
city under consideration.

On Tuesday, Mayor De-
Blasio made his own Bar-
clays Center appearance, 

claiming that the conven-
tion would be a boon to lo-
cal businesses and that the 
NYPD, which he called “the 
greatest police force in the 
nation” would avoid the 
forceful protest crackdowns 
that cost the city $19 million 
in lawsuits following the 
2004 Republican National 
Convention in Manhattan.

“We’re very good at ac-
commodating people’s 
rights to speak; we learned 
a lot from the mistakes of 
2004; and we will do things 
in a way that refl ects our 

Continued from page 10 

Dems
not telling them sooner 
that the new date was a 
no-go.

“We are very disap-
pointed that the street 
activity offi ce didn’t 
make plans as we recom-
mended,” said district 
manager Marnee Elias-
Pavia.

Several blogs and a 
local newspaper had re-
ported that the festival 
date had been moved, but 
the city never approved 
the change in the permit 
date.

Organizers and the 
community board sought 
to move the festival amid 
concerns about sanitation, 
Elias-Pavia said. 

Starting on Aug. 21, 
this year’s fair will end 
on the Labor Day holiday 
weekend — when the Sani-
tation Department takes 
a holiday from collecting 
garbage — so bags of trash 
from the bash will sit rot-
ting curbside for three 
nights, the administrator 
said.

“Being that is a 
commercial corridor, 

and it’s traditionally 
a shopping weekend, 
that doesn’t work,” said 
Elias-Pavia.

The 70-year-old feast, 
named for the patron 
saint of Palmero, Italy, 
stretches from 68th to 
75th streets and cel-
ebrates Bensonhurst’s 
Italian-American com-
munity, which has dwin-
dled in recent years from 
17,143 in 2000 to 10,136 in 
2012, according to census 
data.

This is not the fi rst 
time there has been con-
fusion about the festival. 
The Feast hit a  paper-
work snag in 2011, and 
organizers pulled the 
plug  on it that year,  but 
it returned in 2012 . City 
offi cials  approved street-
closure permits for the 
2013 festival just 24 hours 
before it was scheduled to 
start . 

The Santa Rosalia 
Society could not be 
reached for comment, 
and the phone number 
listed on its permit ap-
plication appears to be 
incorrect. 

The city did not re-
spond to repeated requests 
for comment.

Continued from page 1 

Feast

values,”  he said.
Journalists at less boos-

terish publications have 
questioned whether the 
borough has enough hotel 
space to accommodate the 
many delegates, out-of-town 
media types, and electeds 
the convention would bring. 
But the Downtown Brook-
lyn Partnership said the 
area around the Barclays 
Center should have 2,000 
rooms in the next few years 
and thousands more await 
just across the East River. 
Schumer agreed, claiming 

our competition can’t hold 
a candle to the amount of 
guest accommodations New 
York has available.

“To say we don’t have 
enough hotel space is a ca-
nard,” he said.

The city’s proposal says 
that, if New York is picked, 
some of the delegates would 
sleep in Manhattan and 
drive or ride the subway to 
the arena for the festivities.

The visiting advisory 
group stayed in the Midtown 
section of Manhattan, offer-
ing the Police Department a 
chance to show off how it can 
carve out a dedicated lane of 
traffi c to whisk a caravan to 
Prospect Heights in no time. 

“We demonstrated that 
this morning,” police chief 
Bill Bratton said on Monday. 
“We anticipated 15 minutes 
of travel, and we got here in 
about 14 minutes.”

Councilwoman Laurie 
Cumbo (D–Fort Greene) 
said that, in addition to the 
many logistical virtues of a 
Brooklyn-centered conven-
tion, the borough’s hip fac-
tor makes it a mad obvious 
choice.

“We birthed the concept 
of cool,” she said. “We have 
swag on lockdown.”

— with Carla Sinclair

CHEERLEADER IN CHIEF: Borough President Adams strikes a pose 
with members of the Brooklyn United Marching Band in front of the 
Barclays Center after a ceremony welcoming an advisory commit-
tee from the Democratic Party. CNG / Matthew Perlman

Exactly what a car trans-
mission does is a mystery to 
many drivers.

In fact, a number of peo-
ple go to auto repair shops 
suspecting a transmission 
problem, and then learn 
the problem is really about 
something else entirely.

This is why it is so im-
portant to take your car to 
transmission experts that 
know how to make a diag-
nosis. Sal’s Transmissions, 
a reputable auto shop that 
specializes in transmission 
service, has been doing just 
that for more than 30 years. 
The neighborhood shop has 
a reputation that can be 
trusted to provide expert ad-
vice and service.

Sal Raio is the shop’s 
owner, and his son Sal Jr. is 
the service manager of this 
state-of-the-art facility with 
all the latest computerized 
equipment. It’s back, engines 
humming better than ever, 
after Hurricane Sandy sent 

a detour, driving its power-
ful force through the place.

Bring your car here, be-
cause when you do, it’s on 
the road to recovery. Cars 
can be diagnosed immedi-
ately. A full check-up can be 

done while customers wait, 
or they can leave the car and 
return in about an hour.

Often, customers come 
in complaining about an en-
gine light warning that has 
appeared on the dashboard, 

or a lack of power in the car.
“This doesn’t necessarily 

mean you need a new trans-
mission,” says Raio. “It could 
be a minor problem such as a 
switch or a short.” The good 
news is that no matter what 

the problem, the car can still 
be fixed at Sal’s Transmis-
sions, as it is a full-service 
shop.

If a transmission is 
needed, it will be replaced 
with new parts, and it will 
be guaranteed for parts and 
labor for one year, in most 
cases, he says. Extended 
warranties are also avail-
able.

All work is done on the 
premises by certified techni-
cians. Sal’s Transmissions 
has such an outstanding 
reputation, it is often recom-
mended by repair shops in 
the area. In fact, for about 15 
years, the shop was featured 
on a radio segment where 
callers would phone in, ask-
ing questions about noisy 
engines, lights on the dash-
board, and lack of power in 
their vehicles. The techni-
cians at Sal’s Transmissions 
would express their edu-
cated opinions about these 
concerns. While the show is 
a thing of the past, it exem-

plifies the high regard the 
community has for the Sal’s 
Transmissions. These guys 
know what they are doing. 
The company is a trusted 
member of the Better Busi-
ness Bureau.

Sal’s Transmissions 
takes pride in the customer 
service it provides.

“We are a people-friendly 
shop,” says Raio. Patrons 
can expect an environment 
that is clean, and a facility 
that is modern. There is a 
comfortable waiting area. 
Credit cards are accepted.

“Our concern is the cus-
tomer’s concern,” says Raio. 
“We’re always trying to help 
them out.” This includes of-
fering them a ride, when pos-
sible.

Sal’s Transmissions 
[2765 Stillwell Ave. between 
Neptune Avenue and Shore 
Parkway in Coney Island, 
(718) 714–4117]. Open Mon-
days through Fridays, from 7 
am–6 pm, and on Saturdays, 
8 am–1 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Trust Sal’s Transmissions for expert advice and service
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Veins Veins Go Away
FOR THE TREATMENT OF VARICOSE VEINS, 
LEG SWELLING AND LEG WOUNDS

Dr. Natalie Marks: The First Vascular 
Medicine Specialist in Brooklyn
DIRECTOR OF THE VEIN CENTER

The Vein Center of
The Vascular Institute of New York


