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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Advantage Brooklyn!
The 47th U.S. Open 

bounces into town this 
week. And though the an-
nual tennis tournament 
takes place in the other 
royal-sounding borough, 
legions of Kings County 
fans will be able to show 
their love at a deuce of pub-

lic viewings around the 
borough.

MetroTech 
Commons

Downtown’s mega offi ce 
park will be showing all 
of the weekday matches in 
the public plaza. The For-
est City Ratner-owned cam-
pus also screened the World 

Cup this summer, in an ef-
fort to get offi ce workers out 
of their cubicles and into 
some fresh air — a scheme 
enthusiastically embraced 
by many of this paper’s em-
ployees. The grounds are 
dotted with comfy lawn 
chairs, in which you can 
kick back and feel like a 

BY VANESSA OGLE
The infamous B44 ticket blitz is 

a big step closer to getting fi xed.
The Departments of Transpor-

tation and Finance fi nally mailed 
an offi cial statement on Aug. 22 to 
drivers facing multiple tickets for 
driving in the B44 Select Service 
bus lane, informing them that 
they will only have to pay one of 
the summonses issued weeks late 
by a glitch in the enforcement 
cameras along the route.

For nearly a month, the city 
did not send out any offi cial state-
ment about its plans to dismiss all 
but one of the tickets each driver 
faced,  leaving drivers to relay in-
formation they read in this paper 
to judges in traffi c court, who of-
ten told them they were unaware 
of the dismissal plan . 

The letter states that drivers 
have 30 days from the time the 
notices were sent to pay the one 
ticket listed. It assured them that 
all their other tickets will be offi -
cially withdrawn. 

The city has also provided the 
sheriff’s offi ce with a list of all the 
involved vehicles’ license plates so 
drivers do not have to worry about 

BY MAX JAEGER
This is one to Chekhov 

your bucket list.
An experimental theater 

group is staging an immer-
sive production of Anton 
Chekhov’s “Three Sisters” 
that will allow audience 
members choose their ex-
perience — and their ticket 
price — in the shuttered 

parish hall of a Clinton Hill 
church. Admission ranges 
from the 99-cent “serf 
ticket” to $99 “tsar ticket.” 
Big spenders get the royal 
treatment, but the folks 
in the cheap seats have to 
enter through a separate 
“poor door” and serve more 
affl uent theatergoers. 

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 5Continued on page 8

Beep wants traffic guards for elderly  
BY MATTHEW PERLMAN

Crossing guards aren’t just 
for kids anymore!

Brooklyn’s senior citizen pop-
ulation will be able to live even 
longer if a plan to let the city’s 
army of crossing guards leave 
their posts after the morning 
school rush and head to high-
traffi c geezer areas to help old-
timers cross dangerous intersec-
tions comes to fruition.

Borough President Adams 
says the plan to turn the street-
traffi c controllers into full-time 

employees would extend the lives 
of those that move slower and 
don’t have the eyesight they used 
to, and many seniors agree. 

“It’s a big issue for us,” said 
72-year-old Clinton Hill resident 
Dorothy Howard. “Seniors will 
feel safer with someone helping 
them.”

Two-hundred-and-two people 
aged 65 and up were killed by 
cars in Brooklyn between 2003 
and 2012,  according to a study  
conducted by the Tri-State Trans-

Continued on page 8
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DON’T MISS A SHOT: Catch 
Venus Williams at the 2014 
U.S. Open.

Courtney Pollard gets dunked with green slime during a live version of the 
Nickelodeon show “Double Dare” during ‘90s Night at MCU Park on Aug. 27.
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Chekhov’s shun Where to watch U.S. Open

Tix fi x is 
back on 

track
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Sals Transmissions 

Auto Repair Service

Extended Warranty Welcome  12 Month Warranty
WE SPECIALIZE IN 4X4

Unlimited miles on any rebuilt transmission
Excludes Commercial & TLC

www.salstrans.com

Quality & Honesty

GET YOUR TRANSMISSION READY FOR SUMMER
Check engine light on?

Bring it to Sal for a FREE DIAGNOSTIC

FREE 
TOW 

with any 
Transmission 

Job

Fleet 
Acct. 

Welcome

Fleet 
Acct. 

Welcome

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Just how Brooklyn is 

your company?
That was the question the 

Brooklyn Chamber of Com-
merce posed to businesses 
claiming to be Brooklyn to 
the core. Its new  “Brooklyn 
Made” certifi cation is an 
effort to defi ne exactly how 
Kings County a company 
is — with the “most Brook-
lyn” operations getting a 
gold star! 

At the top of the list was 
Michael’s of Brooklyn, a 
national purveyor of pasta 
sauces (or gravy, but that’s 
a story for another day) 
whose owner said his new 
designation separates him 
from the posers.

“So many products come 
on to the market that have 
nothing to do with Brook-
lyn,” said Michael Cacace, 
who runs Michael’s out of 
Sheepshead Bay. “They just 
slap a ‘Brooklyn’ label on it.”

Cacace knows there is a 
lot in a name, especially for 
his sauces.

“People want a piece 
of Brooklyn,” he said. 
“Through our products and 
by eating our foods.”

The fi rst crop of gold-cer-
tifi ed Brooklyn businesses 
included a cornucopia of 
makers and shakers such 
as Brooklyn Soda Works, 
American Architectural 
Window, and a custom gui-
tar company called Feme-
nella Custom.

A couple of bigger names 
landed on the silver list, in-
cluding the three-dimen-
sional printing company 
MakerBot, which has of-
fi ces Downtown and a pro-
duction facility in Sunset 
Park, and IceStone, a man-
ufacturer of counter tops 
which operates out of the 
Navy Yard.

To be eligible for a 
Brooklyn seal, companies 
had to be headquartered in 
Brooklyn and make some-
thing, so service providers 
did not qualify. The Cham-
ber’s panel then looked at 
a number of factors to de-

termine “Brooklyn-ness” 
— and ranked companies 
as gold, silver, or bronze 
based on how much produc-
tion is done in the borough, 
how many employees live 
here, and where each pays 
its taxes.

“We really want you to 
be all about Brooklyn,” said 
Chamber president Carlo 
Scissura, announcing the 
fi rst group of companies 
to get the seal. “You’re not 
real Brooklyn if you’re not 
‘Brooklyn Made.’ ”

Not every Brooklyn com-
pany has been given a des-
ignation, possibly because 
to be considered for the 
program, a company had 
to pay a $50  application fee. 
One notable company that 
is missing is the Brooklyn 
Brewery, which took a gam-
ble in touting the borough 
brand back in the day when, 
for out-of-towners, the name 
Brooklyn conjured images 
of “Welcome Back Cotter” 
rather than, say Williams-
burg bikes with cup-holders.

New certifi cation defi nes what is ‘Brooklyn Made‘

WISH YOU WERE HERE: The company Boundless Brooklyn makes models of Brooklyn icons, including 
one of the Kentile Floors sign, held here by the company’s co-founder David Shulman. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

Brooklyn seal of 
approval debuts
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BY MAX JAEGER
It’s not every day the city 

issues a rabid kitten alert.
An alert went out last 

week warning that feral 
cats and kittens roaming 
Bensonhurst may have ra-
bies, after city offi cials cap-
tured a rabid raccoon that 
was seen fi ghting with some 
street cats in the neighbor-
hood on Aug. 20. 

The city trapped the vir-
ulent varmint  — which this 
paper has named Foamy — 
near 16th Avenue and 78th 
Street, according to the 
Department of Health. The 
news is hitting local feral 
cat afi cionados hard.

“People are in panic,” 
said Denise Szalaiko, a Ben-
sonhurst resident who neu-
ters and inoculates feral cats 
with her organization Ferals 
in Peril. “It was fi rst thing 
that I heard when my [clock 
radio] alarm went off — rabid 
raccoons in Bensonhurst.”

But the cats in that 
neighborhood are better 
poised to fi ght off a rabies 
invasion than others, due 
to the group’s work, said Sz-
alaiko’s husband Peter.

“We’ve done a lot of trap-
ping in that vicinity,” he 
said. “And the rabies shot is 
not optional. People in that 
area are relatively respon-
sible, and those that main-

tain small colonies in their 
backyards have used our 
services to get them fi xed 
and vaccinated, so I feel 
pretty comfortable.”

Trappers snip of the tip 
of feral cats’ left ears to sig-
nify they have been fi xed 
and inoculated, and the ra-
bies vaccine typically lasts 
for about three years — 
though results may vary, 
according to information 
from the American Society 
for the Prevention of Cru-
elty to Animals.

But if any cats caught the 
virus, it could still spread 
quickly, because summer is 
the season for cat love, and 
feral cats travel far from 
their home turf to bump 
fuzzies, Peter said.

“This is the mating sea-
son, so males tend to roam 
looking for female action,” 
he said. “It’s a very vulner-
able time of the year for any 
disease to spread, so we’re 

going to be scouring that 
area looking for cats that 
aren’t ear-tipped.”

The city is cautioning 
people to stay away from feral 
cats and call 311 when they 
see sick-looking animals. An-
imal lovers shouldn’t leave 
food out for strays until the 
rabies scare dies down, the 
Szalaikos said.

No one knows how rac-
coons fi rst came to Brook-
lyn, but  theories abound 
about how the masked men-
ace made it to our humble 
shores . 

And they aren’t just ter-
rorizing Southern Brook-
lyn. The critters’ frighten-
ingly human-like hands 
have a strangle hold on 
Carroll Gardens and  their 
loathsome legions led a 
Greenwood Heights woman 
to electrify her fence .

Rabies is a virus that at-
tacks the central nervous 
system and leads to death 

if not treated, according 
to the Centers for Disease 
Control. Infected animals 
often salivate excessively 
and lope around as though 
they were drunk.

Foamy is the third case 
of raccoon rabies the city 
has discovered in Brooklyn 
this year — the fi rst was at 
17th Avenue and 51st Street 
on April 22, and another was 
found at E. Fourth Street 
and Avenue C on April 28, 
according to the Health De-
partment.

The local community 
board has lobbied the city to 
trap and remove raccoons, 
said CB11 district manager 
Marnee Elias-Pavia. But 
the  city considers raccoons 
“wildlife” and typically 
only traps beasts that pose 
a public health risk . 

The department could not 
immediately say whether it 
captured the cats that were 
tussling with Foamy.

BY VANESSA OGLE
The  rabid kitten alert issued in Benson-

hurst  last week reminded everyone how vi-
tal it is to be sure pets are vaccinated.  

Fortunately, the city is offering free vac-
cines — including the rabies inoculation 
— for dogs and cats on Sept. 14 at the Salt 
Marsh Nature Center in Marine Park.

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention recommends that unvaccinated 
dogs and cats that are exposed to rabid ani-
mals be euthanized immediately, so owners 
should be sure to get the family pets vacci-
nated.  

And even if your pet has received a ra-
bies shot already, it may be out of date. The 
rabies inoculation lasts only three years, 
so boosters are required throughout a pet’s 
life.

To receive a vaccine, animals must be 
healthy and must not be allergic to any of 
the inoculations.

In addition to the rabies vaccine, dog 
vaccines include distemper, adenovirus-2, 
parainfl uenza, and parvovirus. Cats vac-
cines include viral rhinotracheitis, calici-
virus, and panleukopenia. 

Pet vaccines at the Salt Marsh Nature 
Center (3301 Avenue U, between E. 33rd and 
E. 34th streets).  Sept. 14 at 10 am. Free. 

RABIES ALERT!: A raccoon — much like this unfortunate fellow — 
was found to have rabies after it was seen fi ghting with stray cats 
in Bensonhurst on Aug. 20.

DEATH BY CUTE: The city is offering free rabies 
vaccinations at the Salt Marsh Nature Center on 
Sept. 14. File photo by Najiyyah Ali

City providing free rabies 
shots for dogs and cats

RABID KITTEN ALERT!

BICYCLIST HIT: A man was hit by the driver of a 2010 Nissan Maxima while he was riding his 
bike in Brighton Beach on Aug. 24. Photo by Mark Mellone

BY VANESSA OGLE
A bicyclist is in critical condition af-

ter being hit by a car in Brighton Beach 
on Aug. 24.

The driver of a 2010 Nissan Maxima 
struck the man at 7:55 pm on Ocean 
Parkway and Brighton Beach Avenue, 
according to police, who say stayed on 
the scene. 

A police spokeswoman said the cy-
clist was transported to Lutheran Med-
ical Center in serious condition with 
head trauma. 

The bicyclist was not wearing a hel-
met.

The Highway Patrol Collision Inves-
tigation Squad is investigating the inci-
dent.

Cyclist struck in Brighton Beach
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www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Lose 1–3 Pant or Dress
Sizes in 2 Weeks—

WITH NO DOWNTIME

Now it’s possible to get a lean body like singer Rihanna’s 
with proven, safe & painless alternative to surgery.

The Zerona™ removes fat & reduces inches.
Zerona™ Laser of New York uses the new 100% non-
invasive, FDA approved, Zerona™, which targets & melts 
fat with 5 laser beams. The melted fat exits the body 
through the lymphatic system.

You can expect to experience a loss of 3-9
inches from the waist, hips & thighs and reduction in 
clothes size in two weeks.

“Inches are inches, and the Zerona™ removes inches,
more than four inches on the “test” case we did for The Doctors. 
I have to admit I didn’t believe it at first either.”

Dr. Drew Ordon—Lead Physician on the Hit TV Show
“The Doctors”

Are you right for Zerona™?
Attend a FREE workshop ($79 value)

Tuesday, August 19th at 6:30 pm or
Tuesday, August 29th at 6:30 pm

Limited Seating
Call (718) 234-6212
to reserve your seat.

Rihanna

SLIM STUBBORN  
FAT FROM

Tummy
Back
Hips
Thighs
Buttocks
Love Handles
Chin & Neck
Arms

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
That’s no observation 

deck.
Police arrested a man 

they said climbed up a sup-
port cable of the Brooklyn 
Bridge on Sunday after-
noon to take pictures from 
the top of the Brooklyn-side 
tower.

An offi cer saw the 
24-year-old Russian who 
is staying at a Manhattan 
hotel starting up the cable 
at 12:15 pm, and radioed 

for support, the authorities 
said. Police responded with 
air, boat, and ground units 
as the daring dope reached 
the top of the 276-foot tower, 
then walked back and forth 
on the deck taking pictures 
with his cellphone, cops 
said. A helicopter hovered 
next to the fellow as he 
walked back down the same 
cable into the waiting arms 
of offi cers, who slapped 
cuffs on him at 12:38 pm, ac-
cording to police.

The wanderer did not 
cause any damage or at-
tempt to remove anything 
from the bridge, cops said. 
Prosecutors charged him 
with reckless endanger-
ment, trespassing, and 
disorderly conduct. The 
former two charges are mis-
demeanors and the latter is 
a violation. The charges 
carry a maximum of a year 
in prison and a judge set 
the guy’s bail at $5,000 on 
Monday, according to po-

lice. The New York Daily 
News reported he could not 
muster the funds and so re-
mained in jail on Monday 
afternoon.

Police ramped up bridge 
security temporarily last 
month, deploying counter-
terror offi cers to the pe-
destrian path of the iconic 
span after German artists 
swapped the American fl ags 
at the top of each tower for 
white fl ags. Before the art-
ists took credit, telling the 

SUPPORT: A Russian tourist climbed one of the support cables and 
reached the 276-foot tower of the Brooklyn Bridge, the same way 
two German artists claimed to have reached the towers when pull-
ing their white fl ags stunt last month. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Tourism is looking up — way up!

New York Times they did it 
to honor Brooklyn Bridge 
designer John Roebling 
and herald the bridge as an 
example of “the beauty of 
public space,” speculation 
swirled about the identity 
of the culprits and their 
motive. Hours after police 
removed the white fl ags, 
Borough President Adams 
called the act terrorism and 
offered a $5,000 reward for 
information leading to the 
pranksters’ arrest.

The latest breach of 
bridge security prompted 
the Beep to call for height-
ened penalties for trespass-
ers.

“It is clear that we are 
not doing enough to pre-

vent foolish selfi e-takers 
and statement-makers from 
putting themselves and oth-
ers in harm’s way,” he said 
in a statement, adding that 
state Sen. Daniel Squadron 
(D–Brooklyn Heights) is in-
troducing legislation to in-
crease penalties for intru-
sions into “high risk” sites. 
“If someone wants to be a 
thrill seeker in Brooklyn, I 
suggest they try the rides in 
Coney Island.”

The high-wire act came 
three days after one or more 
activists hung a massive 
Palestinian-fl ag banner 
from the Manhattan Bridge 
during a protest against 
the Israeli bombardment of 
Gaza.

BARBACK: Leif’s new co-owners Kenneth Graham and Mike Gal-
lagher toast to good luck in their new venture. 
 Photo by Steven Schnibbe

BY MAX JAEGER
What a re-Leif!
The Leif Bar re-opened 

to great fanfare on Aug. 
22, thanks to  a pair of 
its old pint-pushers who 
leased the space  at the 
corner of Senator Street 
and Fifth Avenue to bring 
back the Bay Ridge insti-
tution. The resurrection 
party brought back some 
longtime patrons, one 
said.

“We got all the old 
faces in there,” said new 
co-owner Kenny Graham, 
a former bartender who 
poured for the pub for a 
decade. “We were trying 
to get the old timers back 
again, people who moved 
away to New Jersey.”

The Irish bar with a 
Nordic name closed in 
2012 after a 45-year run.

Julie Walsh, whose fa-

Turning over new Leif

Continued on page 6
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BUY
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SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.

Apply Online
www.bayridgeloans.org

718-680-2121

* Rates are based on 8.45% Annual Percentage Rate with automatic loan payments for a term of 60 months.  Rates are based on 
credit worthiness.  Other rates and terms available.  Higher loan amounts available.  Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

MAIN OFFICE :
BRANCH  :

191 WINDSOR PLACE, BROOKLYN, NY 11215

GALAXY GLASS
Shower Doors

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
Offi ce: 718-232-9231 917-903-0355

GalaxyGlass1@hotmail.com 718-837-2819

their cars being booted for 
non-payment.

From now on, traffi c 
court judges will adjourn 
all ticket cases related to 
this issue, and drivers 
with an upcoming hearing 
can have it adjourned by e-
mailing  correspondence@
fi nance.nyc.gov  with the 
subject line “B44 bus lane 
violation adjournment re-
quest.”

But that hasn’t put an 
end to the confusion that 
has reigned since Brooklyn 
drivers started receiving 
tickets in the mail in June 
for violations dating back to 
March.

 The Department of 
Transportation originally 
said last month that the city 

would dismiss all but the 
fi rst violation . Now, the of-
fi cial notice states that only 
the last ticket received must 
be paid. But the letters also 
list a specifi c ticket to pay, 
which in some cases isn’t 
the last ticket drivers have 
received.

“They’re saying the 
last ticket they issued me 
was from April 3, whereas 
the last ticket I received 
was from April 11,” said 
Peter Allen, from Mid-
wood, who has already 
paid about $1,000 worth of 
the tickets.

Allen said he is worried 
that if he pays the ticket 
listed in the letter, he will 
be forced to pay the other 
ticket when the departments 
update their systems. 

“If I pay the last ticket 
according to their records 
and they wake up from their 

coma and say, ‘You have 
three other tickets.’ I don’t 
know what they’re going 
to do,” said Allen. “They’re 
pulling more money out of 
my pocket.”

The Department of Fi-
nance confi rmed that driv-
ers should pay the specifi c 
ticket listed in the letter — 
even if they have already 
paid other tickets they re-
ceived earlier.

“The ticket listed in 
the letter is the violation 
for which they will be re-
sponsible,” said Finance 
spokeswoman Sonia Al-
leyne.

She said that all other 
tickets issued between 
March 18 and Aug. 31 will 
be withdrawn and that 
drivers will receive refunds 
for any multiple tickets 
they’ve paid after they pay 
the listed ticket. 

Continued from page 1 

Tickets

line judge.
MetroTech Center (Myr-

tle Avenue between Bridge 
and Lawrence streets in 
Downtown, www.down-
townbrooklyn.com). Week-
days from 11 am–7 pm.

Brooklyn Bridge 
Park

Brooklyn’s front lawn 
is showing all the matches 
and throwing picnic parties 
on the weekends. The fi rst 
500 attendees to arrive will 
receive a special picnic bas-
ket fi lled with tasty goodies 
to snack on while watch-
ing our athletic betters run 
around in the sun. There 

will also be a kids tennis 
court, a photobooth, and 
some free blankets.

Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
Pier 1 [Near the corner of 
Old Fulton and Furman 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
www.brooklynbridgepark.
org]. Daily from 11 am until 
play ends, Aug. 30–Sept. 8.

Sports bars
Several watering holes 

also said they would 
be showing matches — 
though you might want to 
call and check to see if the 
Open is on before you head 
over. Here are a couple we 
like who promised to tune 
their TVs in if you ask 
nicely. 

Catch a set or two be-
fore a set by your favorite 
local band at Spike Hill 

[186 Bedford Ave. between 
N. Sixth and N. Seventh 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 218–9737, www.spike-
hill.com]. Bring your favor-
ite players the luck of the 
Irish at 773 Lounge [773 
Coney Island Ave. between 
Cortelyou and Dorchester 
roads in Ditmas Park, (718) 
462–9746, www.773lounge.
com]. Enjoy all the action 
across many big screens at 
Mullanes Bar and Grill 
[71 Lafayette Ave. between 
S. Elliott Place and S. Port-
land Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 797–7606, www.mul-
lanesbrooklyn.com]. And 
smash free pizza with while 
watching games at Ameri-

can Cheez [444 Seventh 
Ave. between 15th and 16th 
streets in Park Slope, (347) 
725–4665].

Continued from page 1 

Tennis

 Courier Life Classifieds call (718) 260—2555
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
It is becoming a palace 

fi t for Kings.
The completely reno-

vated Loew’s Kings The-
atre will reopen in January 
after nearly 40 years of ne-
glect turned around by two 
years and $94-milllon worth 
of elbow grease.

And when audiences 
once again stream through 
the doors of the new Kings 
Theatre, they will get a 
taste of its former opulence, 
including a massive and 
ornately decorated lobby, 
seven chandeliers weighing 
about a ton each, and lush 
red carpeting.

“This was once the pride 
and joy of the neighbor-
hood,” said Matt Wolf, the 
theater’s executive director. 
“I really think people are 
going to fall in love with it.”

Ace Theatrical Group 
made a deal with the city 
in 2012 to restore the the-
ater, with half of the fund-
ing coming from taxpayers, 
and that deal authorized the 
group to operate the Kings 
for 55 years. 

Wolf predicted an eclec-
tic mix of programming at 
the Kings, saying he hopes 
to cater to the community 
as well as bringing in out-
of-town acts to attract audi-
ences from across the city. 
It will host community and 
faith-based events, musical 
acts spanning genres, and 
any entertainer who can 
fi ll its 3,000 — yes, 3,000 — 
seats, he said.

The picture palace 
opened its doors in 1929, 
just months before the stock 

market crash that set off the 
Great Depression. Movie-
going was more of a high so-
ciety experience then, Wolf 
said, and the theater re-
fl ected that, dressed to the 
nines with marble fl oors, 
walnut wood walls, and 
massive chandeliers mod-
eled after those in Paris’s 
opera house and the Palace 
of Versailles. 

A mainstay of Flatbush, 
it closed in 1977, and time 
was not kind to the shut-
tered movie house, leaving 

it a husk of its former self 
when construction began 
in January 2013.

Thieves had absconded 
with light fi xtures, mildew 
had destroyed drapes, and 
water damage took its toll 
on much of the plaster work. 
But a surprising amount of 
the regal fi tting remained 
in place, including much of 
the original walnut walls 
and marble fl oors. Still, ren-
ovations dragged on.

“It was in a bad state of 
decay,” said Wolf. “There 

was a hole in one side of the 
roof, and a section of the 
balcony had fallen.”

We reported in March 
that the theater was slated 
to reopen in November, but 
that has now been kicked 
back to the new year.

“Historical restoration 
is a complicated process,” 
Wolf said. “We want to pre-
serve the original look and 
feel of the theater, but we 
are also updating and add-
ing new fi xtures.”

— with Carla Sinclair

Kings Theatre’s royal makeover wrapping up ahead of Jan. reopening

LOEW’S: THE SEQUEL

THEN AND NOW: (Above) The renovators of the Kings Theater are taking pains to replicate the theater’s former glory down to the tiniest 
detail. (Below) The one-ton chandeliers have been taken out, presumably for an off-site sprucing-up.  Modern photos by Matt Lambros
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ther founded the Leif 
in 1967, said she closed 
because running the 
bar was just too much 
work, and rented out 
the space, which her 
family owns, to the 
Corner Kitchen and 
Bar, a short-lived eat-
ery that shuttered in 
March.

So Walsh was elated 
when two of her former 
barkeeps — Graham and 
20-year veteran Michael 
Gallagher — approached 
her about reopening the 
Leif Bar.

“I feel good about 
it, because everybody 
loved the Leif, and they 
still do,” Walsh said at 
the time. “Everybody 
missed it.”

Before reopening, 
Graham and Gallagher 
put some work into 
the interior, includ-
ing painting, install-
ing new ceilings and 
f loors, renovating the 
bathrooms, and scal-
ing back the kitchen 
to open up the public 
area. 

But don’t worry — 
the bar will still serve 
its famous corned beef 
sandwiches and other 
Irish pub fare, Graham 
said.

Continued from page 4

Leif Bar

SWEET RE-LEIF: The lights 
are on and the taps are 
pouring once again. 
 Photo by Steven Schnibbe
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Deep Tissue Laser Treatment is an innovative, scientifically 
based, therapeutic modality. This new technology 
offers advanced pain relief and expedited healing times 
through a process known as photobiostimulation.

Deep Tissue Laser Treatment delivers, deep, 
penetrating, photonic (light) energy to bring about 
profound physiological changes. ATP (Adenosine-
triphosphate) production is increased, inflammation 
and pain reduced and circulation increased at the site of 
pain. These changes in cellular chemistry are triggered by 
the deep tissue laser making it a true healing modality.

Deep Tissue Laser Therapy does not require the use 
of drugs or surgery, and there are no known side effects 
or risks that may occur with other forms of treatment. 
In addition, it can often achieve results faster than other 
treatment modalities. During the treatment the patient 
will feel a deep soothing warmth. This pleasant sensation 
reassures the patient that the laser is stimulating cellular 
activity.

Lasers have made a remarkable contribution toward 
healthcare, allowing practitioners to treat a variety of 
conditions with the speed of light. As a non-invasive 
tool, the laser is particularly effective for the efficient 
treatment of soft tissue injuries, sprains and strains, and 
a variety of other ailments and pain.

Low Level Laser enhances metabolic activity at the 
cellular level, without generating tissue-damaging heat.

Some of the benefits of laser treatment include:
 Fast reduction of pain 
 Improvement of nerve function
 Reduction of muscle spasms.
 Speeding of tissue repair
 Development of muscle tissue and collagen
 Reduction of inflammation,swelling 

  and scar tissue formation
 Pain reduction immediately 

The Class IV laser, approved by the FDA in 2006, 
packs a punch while remaining non-invasive. The Class 
IV laser is capable of reaching depths of 6 to 9 inches, 
with a treatment beam of up to 3 inches.

Because the Class IV laser reaches deep into the 
tissues, it is ideal for treating sprains and strains, arthritis, 
calcified muscles and fibrotic adhesions, as well as intra-
articular tissues inside of the joints. Its far-reaching 
capabilities also allow the Class IV to achieve results 
in less time than most cold lasers currently used today. 
With treatment times of as little as 5 to 15 minutes, the 
Class IV laser allows many conditions to vastly improve 
within a few visits. Oftentimes, patients find immediate, 
soothing relief that improves with each treatment.

A partial list of the kind of conditions that can be 
helped… 

 Bulging, Slipped Discs 
 Spinal Fusion
 Neck Pain
 Sciatica Pain
 Migraine Headaches
 Back Pain & Spinal Conditions
 Tennis Elbow
 Carpal Tunnel Syndrome 
 Neuropathy Pain
 Bell’s Palsy
 Plantar Fasciitis
 Sports Injuries
 Sprains & Strains
 Knee Pain
 Hamstring Tears
 Arthritic Pain

If you are tired of living with pain and would like 
to see if you qualify for deep tissue laser treatment call 
718-234-6206 for a FREE CONSULTATION right 
now. Dr. Keller has seen such dramatic fast pain relief 
with Deep Tissue Laser Treatment, that she offers one 
FREE treatment to see if you respond and if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new non surgical pain 
relieving treatment. Due to the overwhelming response 
to this type of offer, this offer will be good for the first 
25 callers. If the lines are busy, keep trying. 

Listen to what patients are saying: 
“I had been suffering from knee pain for many 
months before I tried laser treatments using Deep 
Tissue Laser. After just a couple treatments, my knee 
pain was reduced to the point where I can finally 
live a more normal life again. These treatments are 
simply remarkable!” 
 - Jennifer C. 

 “I started treatments with Deep Tissue Laser 
after I had injured my neck in a car accident. The 
treatments allowed me to return to work much more 
quickly than anyone had expected, considering the 
pain I was in. During the treatments, all I felt was a 
warming sensation as the laser was moved across the 
injured area where all my pain was. After just three 
short treatments, my pain was almost totally gone. 
Thanks, Doctor!” 
 - Jason B. 

“The Deep Tissue Laser treatments I received 
dramatically helped my recovery from a broken leg. 
Not only did it help reduce the swelling, the pain 
relief I experienced was nothing short of miraculous. 
My orthopedic doctor was amazed with the results.” 
- John M. 

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller
5911 16th Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11204
brooklynspinecenter.com

718.234.6206
Does not apply to federal beneficiaries 
Copyright © 2009 Martin

Are You Suffering With Severe Constant Pain?
New Laser Light Breakthrough Treatment

 May Reduce Or Even Eliminate Pain 
Of  The Worst Kind In Just Minutes

If you are suffering with severe pain despite all the treatments, that may have failed you 
in the past, you may now have some hope of reducing or even eliminating your pain 

with a new non-surgical, painless laser treatment now available in Brooklyn.

ADVERTISEMENT
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portation Campaign, a 
regional car-critic group. 
Adams claims the new 
plan will help get that 
number down.

The crosswalk work-
ers currently put in 
around 20 hours per 
week, and make an aver-
age of $15,000 a year, ac-
cording to the union that 
represents them.

And with new con-
tracts about to be negoti-
ated, a union head said 
this plan is a chance for 
guards to cash in while 
lending even more of a 
helping hand.

“This initiative would 
get them more hours,” 
said Donald Nesbit, vice 
president of the munici-
pal employee union’s lo-
cal chapter. “It will help 
them out, it will also help 
out seniors.”

The plan, announced 
by Adams ahead of a 
lunch honoring Brooklyn 
seniors at Borough Hall 
last Thursday, would 
move the school cross-
ing guards from their 
normal posts to intersec-

tions near nursing homes 
and senior centers while 
kids are in class.

“School crossing 
guards can become se-
nior crossing guards,” 
said Adams.

He also said he would 
like to see more guards 
on the streets if possible. 

 There are currently 
883 borough-wide , his of-
fi ce said.

The Beep wants his 
plan to become part of 

the city’s Vision Zero ini-
tiative, which hopes to re-
duce pedestrian fatalities 
to zero. 

That plan cites being 
struck by a vehicle as the 
second-leading cause of 
injury-related death for 
seniors.

It also notes that such 
incidents account for a 
third of all pedestrian 
traffi c deaths in New 
York City.

Adams is sending 

letters to the mayor and 
the police commissioner 
asking them to con-
sider using the guards 
to help, saying that for 
Brooklyn oldsters, it 
could be a matter of life 
and death.

“We want to continue 
to have the highest num-
ber of seniors that live to 
be over 100,” Adams said. 
“And they can’t do that if 
they’re being struck by 
vehicles.” 

Continued from page 1 

Seniors

SLOW DOWN!: Lenox Hutson, 66, from East Flatbush thinks cars need to slow down because he 
and older folks like him take longer to cross the street. Community News Group / Matthew Perlman

“It’s as much an interpre-
tation of Chekhov as a social 
experiment,” said Highly Im-
practical Theatre director 
Elana McKelahan.

In between the two ex-
tremes are tickets for the 
proletariat ($15), bourgeoisie 
($25), and aristocracy ($50) — 
the former also has to take the 
poor door and will be patted 
down upon entering, but the 
latter two are spared the in-
dignity. The aristocracy and 
tsars get gratis booze to boot. 
Serfs and tsars also play mi-
nor roles in the play, so tickets 
are limited, McKelahan said.

The original play is about 
a late-19th-century Musco-
vite family’s degradation and 
dissolution after a decade liv-
ing in uncultured provincial 
Russia — a process acceler-
ated by an adulterous sister-
in-law’s machinations to dis-
possess them of their home. 

But as part of McKela-
han’s social experiment, 
Highly Impractical Theatre’s 
version is set in a dystopian 
near-future where Brooklyn 
is devoid of culture and is in-
stead occupied by police.

“It’s set in 2040 in Brooklyn 

to explore issues America faces 
today but compounded,” McK-
elahan said. “The educated peo-
ple have fl ed Brooklyn. There is 
extreme class division, wealth 
inequality, and deterioration. 
Instead of ushers, police will 
patrol the aisles.”

Still, the plot revolves 
around a house party, and the 
three-hour production prom-
ises singing, dancing, and a 
totally unique experience. 
Scenes take place in different 
rooms across three fl oors, so 
social status will determine 
where an audience member 
is when a given event goes 
down — think “Sleep No 
More” with a caste system.

“Certain scenes may take 
place simultaneously,” McK-
elahan said. “You will get a 
full experience regardless, 
but it will be different.”

But don’t feel like you’ll 
get the short end of the stick 
if you can’t pony up for the 
$99 experience.

“We’ve built in a signifi -
cant discount for those who 
want to return to catch other 
parts,” McKelahan said.

“Three Sisters” (259 
Washington Ave. between 
Dekalb and Myrtle avenues 
in Clinton Hill, www.highly-
impracticaltheatre.org) Sept. 
4–28 at 5 pm. 99¢–$99.

Continued from page 1 

Chekhov
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LOBSTER SPECIAL FISH & CHIPS SPECIAL
 GENUINE STATE O’MAINE LOBSTER

 GUARANTEED TO AVG. OVER

$12
Exp. 9-2-14 Exp. 9-2-14

Exp. 9-2-14
CL

CL CL
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WITH COUPONS ONLY. ALL OFFERS EXPIRE 9/9/14

 Includes: Cup Of Any Chowder Or Bisque
 Premium Idaho French Fries Or Corn On The Cob  Cole Slaw

SHRIMP SPECIAL

3 Course $25 
Prix Fixe

BY CARLA SINCLAIR
This graffiti artist left 

his mark on the right wall, 
and people are loving it.

Once just an itinerant 
graffitist tagging walls 
with positive messages, 
the artist known as “The 
Real Mr. Love” impressed 
one building owner so 
much he got a commission 
to paint a mural on a wall 
he had illegally tagged.

“People love this mu-
ral,” said Aldo Alleva Jr., 
who owns the Avenue U 
building housing his wife 
Nelly’s Unisex Beauty Cen-
ter between Lake Street 
and McDonald Avenue. 
“The people who come in 
my wife’s store, her cus-
tomers, people who walk 
by, they’re taking pictures 
all the time. It’s actually 
a piece of artwork, all 
done with spray-paint and 
spraycans.”

The artist, who has 
tagged messages like 
“Love is Patient, Love is 
Kind” and “Love Knows No 
Limits” all around South-
ern Brooklyn over the past 
year, tagged “Love Heals” 
on the Allevas’ wall ear-
lier this year. 

This paper had been 
 following the so-called 
“love vandal” since last 
summer , and wrote about 
Alleva’s reaction.

“What can I say, it’s 
a positive thing,”  Alleva 

said at the time.  “If I got 
the guy back here, I would 
give him the whole wall.” 

After reading that in 
the paper, Mr. Love de-
cided to take Alleva up on 
the offer.

“He reached out to me 
initially. He saw what I 
said in the article, that I 
gave an open invitation 
to paint the wall, because 
his message was positive,” 
Aldo said. “Before the mu-
ral, he tagged the ‘Love 
Heals,’ and we liked it. 
Before that, the past 15, 20 
years, as long as I’ve been 
here, it was just scribbles. 
Just nothing.”

The mural features 
three panels, including a 
recreation of a Van Gogh 
self-portrait, a riff on 
the Beatles’ Abbey Road 
Cover with Keith Haring-
like figures on the cross-
walk, and a strange female 
figure with the face of a 
clock wearing a tank-top 
bearing a version of The 
Real Mr. Love’s signature: 
“LOVE” with peace-sign 
“O,” a heart for the “V,” 
and a stylized “E.”

“I really like it. It spread 
such a good message, espe-
cially to kids,” said Nelly 
Alleva, who runs the sa-
lon. “It reminds them to 
take care when crossing 
the streets. And it spreads 
the good message of love.”

Folks around the neigh-

borhood are feeling the 
love for the public art-
work.

“I think it’s really cool. 
I saw it being painted, the 
artist has a lot of skill,” 
said Alan Miller, a Gra-
vesend resident. “It really 
stands out, and makes the 
whole block stand out.” 

Miller agrees the mu-
ral is definitely a step 
above the graffiti usually 
scrawled on neighborhood 
walls.

“It’s something nicer 
to look at than the random 
graffiti you usually see. It 
has a purpose,” he said. 
“It’s not just somebody 
tagging their name. It’s a 
great work of art.”

The Allevas say every-
one’s asking about it.

“Everyone always asks 
about it. Customers, neigh-
bors, the owners of build-
ings around the neighbor-
hood. They take pictures 
of it, ask who did it,” Nelly 
said. “We’ve owned this 
building for 10 years, and 
the graffiti has always 
been a problem, but not 
anymore.”

Wondering how much 
your own The Real Mr. 
Love mural would run 
you? Alleva isn’t telling.

“That’s between him 
and I,” Aldo said. 

“I know he’s doing other 
artwork now, making a 
name for himself, and you 

SHOW THE LOVE: An artist known as “The Real Mr. Love” adorned this Avenue U wall with spray-paint and messages of goodwill — this 
time at the owner’s request. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

‘Love vandal’ paints mural
could put a value on it, but 
it’s worth a lot more. Any-
way, it’s on a wall and you 
can’t move it.”
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DO YOU NEED 

Store Locations (open 7 days a week)
439 Crescent St. 

Brooklyn, NY 11208
718-827-2673

835A Pennsylvania Ave., 
Brooklyn NY 11207

718-272-7296

3440C Atlantic Ave. 
Brooklyn NY 11208

718-697-6161

VISIT OUR 
24HR 

LOCATION 
94-02 80th St. Ozone 

Park, NY 11416 
718-296-3200

3309 Fulton St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11208

347-295-3237

79-07 Jamaica Ave. 
Woodheaven, NY 11421

718-408-5290

111-02 Sutphin Blvd, 
Jamaica, NY 11435

718-374-3588

For Any Reason

WE PAY THE BEST PRICES FOR YOUR 
GOLD, SILVER, JEWELRY, WATCHES, 

ELECTRONICS & APPLIANCES

FAST     CASH?FAST     CASH?

SEAPOD
Pawnbrokers

• Back to School 
• Student Loans 
• Rent 
• Vacation  
•  Home or Car Repairs

ATM ATM

ATM

www.seapodpawnbrokers.com

Hablamos Espanol

DCA#: 1371193 & SDH#: 1371195

DCA#: 1470934 & SDH#: 1470935

DCA#: 1370681 & SDH#: 1370684

DCA#: 2002670 & SDH#: 2002671

DCA#: 1421190 & SDH#: 14211982

DCA#: 1449346 & SDH#: 1449347 DCA#: 1421203 & SDH#: 1421201

Seapod.PawnBrokers @Seapod1
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