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BY MAX JAEGER
The R train could be arriving 

in Manhattan ahead of schedule.
The tunnel that carries the R 

train between Brooklyn and Man-
hattan — which has been closed 
for more than a year — may re-
open ahead of schedule, according 
to insiders at the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority.

A staffer working to restore the 
Montague Street Tunnel said the 
tube, which was  closed in August 
2013 for post-Hurricane Sandy re-
pairs , will likely be up and run-
ning before October, weeks ahead 
of its scheduled reopening. 

Speaking on condition of ano-
nymity, the worker said the Au-
thority has already begun sending 
track geometry cars — automated 
track-inspection vehicles loaded 
with high-tech gizmos — through 
the tunnel to make sure new con-
struction is up to snuff, which is 
one of the fi nal steps before re-
turning a route to service.

An agency spokesman would not 
confi rm the claim, but hinted that 
there might be truth in the rumor.

“On schedule for October, 
maybe sooner,” said spokesman 

Continued on page 10

Local streets set to shine
BY MAX JAEGER

They’ll be cleaning up Brook-
lyn streets as they clean up their 
lives.

Six workers from the Doe 
Fund — a transitional work-train-
ing program for former prison-
ers and the formerly homeless 
— will sweep commercial corri-
dors in Bay Ridge, Dyker Heights, 
and Bensonhurst for the next 26 
weeks.

 The rubbish wranglers are 

part of a larger sanitation initia-
tive that Councilman Vincent 
Gentile (D–Bay Ridge) announced 
on Sept. 5. The aim is to take the 
strain off of mom-and-pop shops 
that are sometimes unfairly 
handed sanitation violations, lo-
cal business leaders said.

“Diligent business owners 
clean their sidewalks and often get 
fi ned for trash that’s not theirs,” 
said Carlo Scissura, president of 

Continued on page 10

A CNG Publication Vol. 3 No. 37 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
The parks department 

is playing defense after it 
cordoned off the waterfront 
section of a Red Hook Park 
in the dog days of summer 
without advance notice.

The Department of 
Parks and Recreation’s 
Kings County head showed 
up to a community meeting 

on Sept. 4 to apologize for 
the fencing-off of the harbor 
side of Louis Valentino, Jr. 
Park, which happened with-
out even area pols and com-
munity board members get-
ting a heads up.

“My grandfather told me 
never to mess up a good apol-
ogy with an excuse, so I’m 

BY NATHAN TEMPEY
Police arrested a woman 

who witnesses say attacked a 
fi tness buff with a cellphone 
charger at random as the gym 
rat was leaving her Down-
town health club on Monday 
morning around 9 am.

Sharri Mendez, left, 
was down the street from 
the gym on Duffi eld Street 

between Willoughby and 
Fulton streets when the 
suspect, walking down the 
sidewalk in the opposite di-
rection, whipped her in the 
neck with the charger with-
out warning, Mendez and 
witnesses said.

Debra West, another 
gym-goer, was headed to 
the fi tness center when the 

attack occurred and called 
911, she said. Mendez fought 
back and the suspect was 
yelling nonsensically as the 
two duked it out, West said.

“She was rambling like 
she was on drugs,” she 
said.

The suspect bit Mendez 
on the forearm and had 

GYM FIGHT: Sharri Mendez 
says a woman who attacked 
her with the cord of a cell-
phone charger.

Gym rat bitten, whippedParks mends fences
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Max Grunebaum hurtles down 17th Street as part of the annual Park Slope 
soapbox derby on Sept. 6. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Derby days
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BY MAX JAEGER
Brooklyn gets the gold 

medal for heart.
Manhattan’s stance 

remains unclear, but the 
County of Kings staked out 
a decisive position against 
childhood cancer when 
Coney Island’s Parachute 
Jump “went gold” on Sept. 5 
for Pediatric Cancer Aware-
ness Month. 

In August, anti-cancer 
advocates asked the Empire 
State Building’s manage-
ment to light the iconic sky-
scraper in solidarity with 
childhood cancer patients, 
but the building’s opera-
tors snubbed the request. 
So Councilman Mark Trey-
ger (D–Coney Island) got 
the amusement mavens 
at Zamperla, which runs 
Luna Park and the Jump, to 
light up “Brooklyn’s Eiffel 
Tower” in gold — for the 
kids.

Treyger said an anti-
cancer beacon in the Peo-
ple’s Playground beats any-
thing that could happen in 
that other borough across 
the river to the west.

“We don’t need the Man-
hattan skyline to validate 
how important this cause 
is,” he said.

The Empire State’s sil-
ver-tongued spokesman told 
the Daily News the building 
wouldn’t shine gold because 
operators receive too many 
applications to grant every 
request. So the Empire State 
Building twinkled “green, 
blue, and yellow sparkle in 
honor of the fi nals weekend 
at the US Open,” according 
to the building’s website, 
on the night the Parachute 
Jump glittered gold to take 
a stand against childhood 
cancer.

One Bay Ridge pediatric 
cancer activist said the Co-
ney Island ceremony solidi-
fi ed his faith in the city’s 
greatest borough.

“Nothing has ever 
made us prouder of calling 
Brooklyn our home than 
seeing the Parachute Drop 
lit gold,” said Matthew Ka-

bel, whose daughter  Sally 
“Sunshine” Kabel was di-
agnosed with leukemia a 
little over a year ago , “not 
only in support of kids like 
Sally battling childhood 
cancers, but the seven 
children who die from it 
daily.”

Kabel said the Coney 

icon’s example is even more 
important after the Man-
hattan landmark’s snub.

 “We want to thank 
Councilman Treyger and 
Zamperla for saying ‘yes’ 
when the Empire State 
Building said ‘no’ — lead-
ing the way for the rest of 
New York to go gold.”

Icon lit to support children’s cancer fi ght 

Coney ‘goes gold’ 
to help sick kids

BEAMING: (Above) Nicole Kabel 
and daughter Sally “Sunshine” 
— who was diagnosed with 
leukemia in 2013 — soak in the 
Parachute Jump’s golden rays. 
(Right) Katie King and daughter 
Samantha came to show their 
support. 
 Photos by Steve Solomonson
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Longtime Red Hook As-

semblyman Felix Ortiz 
breezed to victory past his 
fi rst serious challenger in 
years on Tuesday night in the 
primary.

The 10-term incumbent 
Ortiz trounced opponent 
Ceasar Zuniga handily in 
the 51st District race despite 
Zuniga having the backing of 
an ascendant neighborhood 
councilman and the United 
Federation of Teachers. Ortiz 
bagged 2,190 votes, more than 
double Zuniga’s 906, with 91 
percent of results tallied. The 
victor demurred during his 
primary night celebration at 
Hometown Barbecue on Van 
Brunt Street, saying he is at 
the service of the people.

“This was not about Fe-
lix,” he said. “This is about 
everyone who believes that 
this community needs to con-
tinue moving forward.”

Ortiz’s supporters were 
less polite when it came to the 
subject of Councilman Car-
los Menchaca (D–Red Hook), 
who bucked Mayor DeBla-
sio and his one-time mentor 
Congresswoman Nydia Ve-
lazquez (D–Bushwick) to en-
dorse Zuniga. One attendee 
took to the mic to joke that 
Menchaca has no testicles.

“There’s a Mexican break-
fast dish called machaca con 
huevos,” said Cuban-Ameri-
can actor Tony Plana, refer-
ring to a meat-and-egg recipe. 

“Now we got Menchaca 
sin huevos!” he said, using 
the slang form of the word 
“huevos” to mean the coun-
cilman is a eunuch.

Plana is known for his 
role as the father of the titular 
character on the American 
Broadcasting Company show 
“Ugly Betty.”  Ortiz laughed 
along with the jabs but said 
he is ready to let bygones be 

bygones.
“The bottom line is that 

politics are in the past,” Ortiz 
said. “ It’s time to work for the 
future.”

Both Menchaca and Zu-
niga are Mexican-American, 
while Ortiz is Puerto Rican, 
as is Sara Gonzalez, the 10-
year incumbent council-
woman Menchaca unseated 
last year.

During the campaign, 
Menchaca refused to attack 
Ortiz or his record in his en-
dorsement, instead empha-
sizing Zuniga’s liberal policy 
bent and the fresh approach 
he would bring to the As-
sembly, according to reports. 
Menchaca congratulated the 
assemblyman in Spanish on 
Twitter after incoming re-
sults confi rmed the victory.

When Zuniga’s fate was 
sealed, he sent out a statement 
thanking his supporters and 
said he hoped his challenge 

would keep Ortiz on his toes.
“I ran because I believed 

— and still believe — that our 
community deserves better 
from our elected representa-
tives in Albany,” Zuniga said. 
“I hope that a challenge like 
this will only spur our assem-
blyman on as he re-enters the 
service of our district.”

Zuniga is director of re-
search at an early childhood 
education program and has 
been a member of Community 
Board 7 since 2009, according 
to his campaign website.

Ortiz spent just $2,612 in 
the month before the primary, 
leaving unspent a remaining 
war chest of $270,739. Zuniga 
spent $7,290 in the month 
before the primary and had 
$20,537 left on hand on elec-
tion day.

Ortiz has no challenger in 
November, meaning he has 
effectively been voted into his 
11th term.

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Machine Bushwick As-

sembly candidate Erik Dilan 
bested his challenger from 
the faltering left wing of 
Brooklyn liberal politics in 
Tuesday night’s low-turnout 
primary election.

Dilan took 1,903 of the 
votes to Kimberly Council’s 
1,277 in the 54th Assembly 
District race. The victory 
marked Dilan’s return to 
politics after his three terms 
as neighborhood council-
man ended in 2013. Dilan 
said his name recognition 
in the district helped carry 
him to victory.

“I have a strong track 
record, and I think that 
helped,” he said at his vic-
tory party at Macorix, a Do-
minican restaurant in Cy-
press Hills.

Dilan said his fi rst orders 
of business would be to work 
on securing affordable hous-
ing for the community, as 
well as equal pay for women, 
immigration reform, and 
crime reduction. 

A constituent on hand at 
the shindig said he appre-
ciates Dilan’s humble de-
meanor. 

“He is not interested in 
taking credit for things he 
does not do,” said Cypress 
Hills resident Bill Leonardi.

Councilman Rafael Espi-
nal (D–Bushwick) is a one-
time Dilan staffer whose 
just-vacated Assembly seat 
Dilan will now occupy. Pre-
dictably, he had Dilan’s back 
at the party.

“I see the passion he has 
to improve the lives of people 
who live in this district,” Es-
pinal said. 

Espinal’s seat has been 
vacant since the beginning 
of the year when he quit the 
Assembly to take Dilan’s 
just-vacated Council seat.

Council’s loss marks a 
second straight defeat for 
the Working Families Party-
backed candidate, who lost 
alongside Dilan to incum-
bent Congresswoman Nydia 
Velazquez (D–Bushwick) 
last year.

Council did not respond 

to requests for comment on 
Wednesday night.

Dilan was a protege of dis-
graced former assemblyman 
and Brooklyn Democratic 
boss Vito Lopez, who encour-
aged him to run against Vela-
zaquez. And his roots in bor-
ough politics go deeper still to 
his father, state Sen. Martin 
Dilan, who secured the Dem-
ocratic nomination for a third 
term representing Bushwick 
in Tuesday’s primary. 

The younger Dilan has, 
in the past, come out in favor 
of police oversight and as a 
councilman voted against 
allowing bicycle commuters 
to take their bikes into build-
ings. 

Council is a Baptist min-
ister and reference librarian 
at a Wall Street law fi rm.

Both candidates ran on 
an anti-gentrifi cation mes-
sage, a prudent tactic in the 
neighborhood with  the sec-
ond-most rapidly rising rent 
in Brooklyn, according to 
real estate industry data .

The union-backed Work-
ing Families Party made 
big gains in 2013’s election 
with upset wins by many of 
its Council candidates and 
in the mayoral and public 
advocate races, but its for-
midable canvassing appa-

BY MAX JAEGER
The upstart has it.
Rodneyse Bichotte 

clinched the Democratic 
nomination for Flatbush’s 
42nd Assembly District in 
Tuesday night’s primary 
with 2,669 votes to foe L. 
Rickie Tulloch’s 1,592, 
with 96 percent of the votes 
counted. Tulloch was the 
pick of outgoing Assembly-
woman Rhoda Jacobs who 
is retiring after 35 years 
in offi ce and his defeat at 
the hands of Bichotte is a 
notch in the belt of the as-
cendant Working Families 
Party, which struggled to 
gain ground elsewhere in 
Brooklyn this go-round. Bi-
chotte explained her win by 
saying her time has come.

“This was the year for 
victory. This was the year 
for change. And I’m just 
excited and overwhelmed,” 
Bichotte said immediately 
after announcing her vic-
tory to supporters at Tonel 
Bar and Lounge on Rogers 
Avenue in Flatbush.

Bichotte will go on to 
face Republican Matthew 
Williams and Conserva-
tive Party candidate Brian 
Kelly in the November 

general election, but her 
victory over the relative 
unknowns is likely immi-
nent in a district that has 
elevated a Democrat to of-
fi ce for decades.

Bichotte’s victory comes 
after the bottom fell out 
of her attempt to unseat 
longtime Assemblywoman 
Rhoda Jacobs in 2012.

Jacobs, who has held 
the offi ce since 1978, tapped 
Tulloch as her heir after 
announcing she would not 
seek a 19th term earlier 
this year. Tulloch, a two-
time Council candidate and 
Assembly hopeful, also got 
nods from the city’s larg-
est municipal workers and 
teachers unions.

But Bichotte nabbed 
bigger endorsements from 
Mayor Bill DeBlasio, Pub-
lic Advocate Letitia James, 
several labor unions, and 
the experienced campaign-
ers at the Working Families 
Party. During her victory 
speech, she indicated she 
would reward benefactors 
for their support.

“I can’t wait to sit down 
with The Blaz, local elect-
eds, and my advisory 
team,” she said.

“You better listen, 
though,” quipped Council-
man Jumaane Williams 
(D–Flatbush).

Bichotte bested her big-
gest opponent in the elec-
tion on the money end. She 
vastly out-fund-raised and 
outspent Tulloch, raking in 
$189,945 to her opponent’s 
$45,314, state records show. 
Bichotte spent $30,871— 
mostly on wages, offi ce 
space, and campaign lit-
erature, but she bought no 
airtime for advertisements. 
Out of $9,465 Tulloch spent, 
he dropped the most on a 
$3,000 television ad buy in 
late March, state records 
show.

The election marks a 
turning point in neighbor-
hood politics.

Bichotte is the fi rst 
Haitian-American to rep-
resent the district, which 

SWEET RELIEF: Rodneyse Bi-
chotte is overwhelmed by news 
that she has won the Flatbush 
Assembly seat. 
 Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

WIN IS IN: Erik Dilan is set to 
represent Bushwick — again.

MAN WITH A PLANA: Assemblyman Ortiz celebrates with ac-
tor Tony Plana, who joked that Ortiz rival Councilman Carlos 
Menchaca has no testicles. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Bushwick pol back in actionFlatbush shakeup 
marks end of an era

Red Hook turns out for incumbent

Continued on page 10 Continued on page 10
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BY MAX JAEGER
It’s like putting a square 

peg in a round hole.
Getting a new minor 

league franchise off the 
ground isn’t easy, but the 
biggest challenge of bring-
ing a developmental football 
team to the home of the Cy-
clones may be fi tting a grid-
iron into the baseball dia-
mond.

“The facility isn’t made 
for a football fi eld, and it’s 
something we’re still work-
ing on to make sure it’s the 
best layout possible,” said 
Cyclones vice president 
Steve Cohen, who is working 
to bring the Brooklyn Bolts 
to MCU Park this fall.

The Cyclones partnered 
with the newly formed Fall 

BY MAX JAEGER
Score! Brooklyn is getting its fi rst 

football team in 70 years.
The Brooklyn Bolts will rumble 

into Coney Island’s MCU Park for the 
Fall Experimental Football League’s 
inaugural season this October. The 
team is slated to play three home 
games of its six-game season at the 
ballpark. With New York City’s two 
National Football League teams 
playing home games in New Jersey, 
the new league’s commissioner said 
there is plenty of room for a real New 
York team.

“Brooklyn is very attractive to 
us,” said Brian Woods. “It’s an under-
served and up-and-coming sports 
market.”

The league is not affi liated with 
the NFL, but Woods said he wants 
it to become a farm program for 
the gridiron juggernaut. Rules will 
match the national league, and most 
of the players are NFL training camp 
alums who didn’t make the cut this 
season, he said. 

The league is also fi elding teams 
in Boston, Miami, and Omaha.

The Cyclones — itself a farm team 
for the New York Mets — will handle 
marketing, ticket sales, and day-to-
day operation, according to Woods.

“They understand the develop-
mental-league model and local mar-
keting,” he said.

So of course there will be wacky 
theme nights — though it is not clear 
yet what they may be, according to 
Cyclones vice president Steve Cohen.

“The challenge is that it’s only 
three games,” Cohen said. “You have 
to cram a lot in a short season, but we 
want to do as much as possible to keep 
fans entertained.”

The last professional football 
team to tackle Brooklyn was an early 
NFL team, the Brooklyn Dodgers, 
who also called a baseball stadium 
home, sharing Ebbets Field with the 
more famous Dodgers from 1936 un-
til 1944. Eventually, through a convo-
luted series of sales, moves, and name 
changes, the football-playing Dodgers 
became the Baltimore Colts in 1953. 

The Bolts’ name is a reference to 
the Thunderbolt roller coaster and 
continues the tradition of christening 
teams for Coney Island thrill-rides — 
plus it is fi ercer than other names the 
team kicked around, Cohen said.

“It was a little more intimidating 
than ‘The Bridge,’ ” he said.

THUNDERSTRUCK: The Brooklyn Bolts’ proposed setup crams a 
football fi eld into MCU Park’s baseball diamond. 
 Fall Experimental Football League

THUNDERDOME: The Brooklyn Bolts’ 
electrifying bridge logo will grace players’ 
helmets, as well as centerfi eld. 
 Fall Experimental Football League

Where to fi nd the best seats 
to watch Brooklyn football

FOOTBALL COMING 
TO CONEY ISLAND

Continued on page 9
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 

= Color Match Paint =

= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

- Same location since 1958 - 
Tel: 718-854-7900

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Junior’s is off the block.
The iconic, original Ju-

nior’s Restaurant is Down-
town to stay after a six-
month-long fl irtation with 
developers eager to take a 
bite out of the prime real es-
tate it sits on at Flatbush Av-
enue Extension and DeKalb 
Avenue, owner Alan Rosen 
said this week. Rosen put 
the 64-year-old family res-
taurant and bakery  up for 
sale in February  but an-
nounced this week that he 
simply could not part ways 
with the place, even for $45 
million.

“Junior’s is part of 
Brooklyn’s history,” Rosen 
said just before receiving a 
high-fi ve from a customer 
showing her appreciation 
for his decision to stay put. 
“Junior’s and Brooklyn go 
together.”

Rosen, a third-genera-
tion owner of the building 
and establishment, was an-
gling to secure the business 
a spot in whatever tower 
got built on the site. Offers 
reached as high as $45 mil-
lion but the top bids did 
not include room for a new 
Junior’s and the two years 
the others would have shut-
tered it for were too long to 
bear, Rosen said. 

“When push came to 
shove, I just couldn’t do it,” 
he said.

Peter Tyson, who has 
worked at Junior’s for 30 
years, said he breathed a 
sigh of relief when he heard 
the news.

“I was disappointed that 
we could have been losing 
our home,” he said. “Now 
my shoulders are much 
lighter.”

Robin and Butch Young 
booked it to Junior’s from 
Crown Heights when they 
heard the news. 

“This is like an icon in 
Brooklyn,” said Robin, who 
remembers coming to Ju-
nior’s after her high school 
graduation in 1982. “We 
didn’t want to see it go.”

Another group sitting 

in a booth next to the win-
dows lining Flatbush called 
Rosen over to thank him.

“Hey Mr. Junior’s,” said 
Ingrid Lockhart. “Today’s 
my birthday! This is a great 
present.”

Harry Rosen opened a 
restaurant called Enduro 
at the corner back in 1929. 
After a renovation, he re-
opened as Junior’s on Elec-
tion Day in 1950. His sons 
ran the place starting in the 
1970s, and Alan, Harry’s 
grandson, took over in the 
1990s.

“I bleed orange and 
white,” Rosen said, refer-
ring to the eatery’s iconic 
logo. “Or maybe cheese-
cake.”

Landmarking Junior’s 
would make it very diffi cult 
to tear down and build over, 
but Rosen said he has no in-
terest in securing the des-
ignation because of the red 
tape it would entail.

“I’m not interested at all 
in landmarking the build-
ing,” he said. “Then every 
time I changed a lightbulb 
I’d have to get it approved.”

Owner says he turned down $45 million, won’t sell

JUNIOR’S IS 
HERE TO STAY

NO BAKE SALE: Junior’s Restaurant owner Alan Rosen says he 
is no longer interested in selling the Downtown icon, but he’s not 
trying to get it landmarked, either, because the designation would 
make the smallest tweak diffi cult. Photo by Elizabeth Graham
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
An upscale Bushwick apart-

ment building called Colony 1209 
invites “settlers” to treat the 
neighborhood that it calls “Brook-
lyn’s new frontier” like urban pio-
neers. 

Neighbors say the language 
used on the development’s  web-
site , which invites would-be 
residents to try “homesteading, 
Bushwick style,” is racist and of-
fensive, and is the last thing that 
neighborhood newcomers should 
aspire to.

“What are they thinking?” 
said Madeline Trueman, who 
moved around the corner from 
the pricey apartment compound 
on DeKalb Avenue between Bush-
wick and Evergreen avenues last 
year. “No one with any ethics or 
understanding of history would 
live in a place like that.”

The boxy blue-and-gray com-
plex spans nearly a block. Its 
website promises would-be Bush-
wick conquistadors a fertile wil-
derness with all the comforts of 
home, including “an art-fi lled 

lobby and attentive doorman,” 
not to mention a vibrant social 
scene consisting exclusively of 
fellow explorers.  

“Here in bohemian Bushwick, 
Brooklyn, you’ll fi nd a group of 
like-minded settlers, mixing the 
customs of their original home-
land with those of one of NYC’s 
most historic neighborhoods to 
create art, community, and a new 
lifestyle,” the site says.

Also on offer is a gym, a “lush 
courtyard,” a roof deck and a bil-
liards lounge. One other adver-
tised amenity could be intended 
for imaginative former Williams-
burg residents yearning to be back 
near the East River, claiming that 
as a Bushwick colonist “Manhat-
tan is your backdrop.”

Realtor aptsandlofts.com is 
renting out units in the place, 
where a two-bedroom can run as 
costly as $3,467 a month, accord-
ing to online listings. The build-
ing’s public relations team did 
not return repeated calls for com-
ment. 

The colonialist language used 
in Colony 1209’s promotional ma-
terials recall what famed Brook-
lyn son and fi lmmaker Spike Lee 
called “Christopher Columbus 
Syndrome” in his  famed anti-
gentrifi cation tirade this Febru-
ary .

“You can’t discover this. 
We’ve been here,” he told a 
packed Pratt Institute audito-
rium back then.

Bushwick has the second-most 

rapidly rising rents of any Brook-
lyn neighborhood, having seen 
an 11.3 percent increase in aver-
age rent since last year, accord-
ing to industry data. The average 
Bushwick two-bedroom now costs 
$2,372 a month, up from $2,121 last 
summer, according to  the MNS 

Brooklyn Rental Market Report . 
As far as the racial makeup 

of the neighborhood goes, two of 
the 25 zip codes with the fastest 
growth in white population from 
2000 to 2010 nationwide include 
the predominately Latino Bush-
wick, according to  an analysis .

Tone-deaf realtor’s marketing casts B’wick as wilderness

THE NEW HOMESTEAD: The boxy, nearly-block-long Colony 1209 complex is the 
new face of colonialism. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

ATTEN-HUT!: The lobby of Colony 
1209 features some space-age deco-
rations and an “attentive doorman,” 
though he looks a little preoccupied in 
this shot.  Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Luxury complex seeks ‘settlers’

her own shirt torn wide 
open down the front in the 
knock-down, drag-out fi ght 
that ensued, according to 
witnesses and the victim. 
Eventually Mendez broke 
free and hopped in the near-
est police car as West fol-
lowed the suspect on foot, 
according to the two.

Police zeroed in on the 
suspect on Willoughby 
Street at Duffi eld Street 
and arrested her as a crowd 
gathered.

One bystander said that 
the middle-aged Mendez 
held her own in the brawl.

“That old lady was 
throwing down!” said 

Downtown clean-up worker 
Raheem Muhammad. “She 
said, ‘That’s why we go to 
the gym.’ ”

Mendez appeared rattled 
but walked off on her own. 
She said her assailant needed 
psychiatric attention.

“She’s psychotic. You 
need to take her to Belle-
vue,” Mendez said, refer-
ring to the Manhattan hos-
pital known for its mental 
health facilities.

West offered some part-
ing advice.

“See you tomorrow,” she 
said to Mendez. “But bring 
a bat.”

Police put leg shackles 
on the woman and dressed 
her in a hooded sweatshirt 
before transferring her to 
an FDNY ambulance.

Gym
Continued from page 1

not going to make excuses,” 
said Brooklyn Parks Com-
missioner Kevin Jeffrey to 
a dozen or so park lovers 
gathered at the Red Hook 
library. “I take full respon-
sibility for not having bet-
ter communication, and I 
promise to do a better job 
in the future.”

Red Hookers got their 
hackles up the week prior 
when the mysterious 
fences appeared, blocking 
access to the waterfront 
section of the park while 
still allowing access to the 
park’s pier, which juts out 
into the New York Harbor. 
Would-be park-goers were 

already smarting from the 
ongoing closure, begun 
this spring, of nearby Cof-
fey Park to allow for a $2.3 
million facelift. 

The  appearance of the 
latest set of barricades set 

the phones at the 
offi ce of Coun-
cilman Carlos 
Menchaca (D–Red 
Hook) ringing off 
the hook, he said.

“We got a lot 
of frantic calls,” 
said Menchaca, 
who set up the 
meeting with Jef-
frey. “I want to 
make it very clear 
that we’re going 
to make sure this 
doesn’t happen 
again.”

The fences in Valentino 
Park are part of an up-
grade that will rehab a sea-
battered retaining wall, 
replace derelict crushed-
stone pathways with as-
phalt, and improve drain-

age in the park, according 
to the parks department. 
Jeffrey said at the meeting 
that the repairs would cost 
just less than $100,000, but 
a spokeswoman for the de-
partment could not confi rm 
the exact cost on Friday. 

Despite his contrition, 
the neighbors who showed 
up Thursday weren’t ready 
to forgive just yet, and spent 
more than an hour lambast-
ing the commissioner.

“It is embarrassing that 
Parks would not notify any 
community leaders or even 
the community board,” 
said Victoria Hagman, a 
member of Community 
Board 6 and a neighbor-
hood activist. “You need to 
be more accountable to the 
community.”

Park
Continued from page 1

ALL EARS: Brooklyn Parks Commissioner 
Kevin Jeffrey listens to neighbors’ con-
cerns about construction on Red Hook’s 
at Valentino Park. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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2014 AUTHORS AND PARTICIPANTS

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2014  10AM – 6PM

HISTORIC BROOKLYN BOROUGH HALL
BOROUGH HALL PLAZA
AND COLUMBUS PARK

JORALEMON AND COURT STREETS

Supported by

PRESENTED BY

BROOKLYN BOOK FESTIVAL INC.
AND

THE BROOKLYN LITERARY COUNCIL

CULTURAL AND PROGRAMMING PARTNERS

BAM

BROOKLYN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

BROOKLYN LAW SCHOOL

BROOKLYN PUBLIC LIBRARY

CAVE CANEM

NATIONAL BOOK FOUNDATION

PEN AMERICAN CENTER

POETRY SOCIETY OF AMERICA

ST. ANN & THE HOLY TRINITY CHURCH

ST. FRANCIS COLLEGE

THE NATION

THE NEW YORK REVIEW OF BOOKS

BROOKLYNBOOKFESTIVAL.ORG

FOLLOW US
@BKBF

LIKE US
ON

AUTHOR READINGS
BOOKSELLERS

BOOK SIGNINGS
PANEL DISCUSSIONS
CHILDREN’S AREA

YOUTH STOOP
WORKSHOPS

BOOKEND your festival visit by attending special literary 
events, parties, film screenings,  performances and more in 
bookstores, clubs, theaters and libraries throughout Brooklyn.

BOOKEND EVENTS
SEPTEMBER 15TH – 22ND

ALL FESTIVAL EVENTS FREE 
SOME BOOKEND EVENTS CHARGE ADMISSION

Harvey Araton

Paul Auster

Annie Baker

Elif Batuman

Mario Bellatin

Lucie Brock-Broido

Charles Burns

Tina Chang

Roz Chast

Scott Cheshire

Julia Dahl

Michael C. Donaldson

Eliza Factor 

Jules Feiffer

Rivka Galchen

Roxane Gay

Greg Grandin

Lev Grossman

Dan Harris

Steve Hindy

A.M. Homes

Marie Howe

Charlayne Hunter-Gault

Siri Hustvedt

Marlon James

Leslie Jamison

Sandeep Jauhar

Rajiv Joseph

Daniel Kehlmann

Chip Kidd

Naomi Klein

K’wan

John Leguizamo

Jonathan Lethem

Leonard Lopate

Phillip Lopate

James McBride

Thurston Moore

Lynn Nottage

Joyce Carol Oates

Philippe Petit

Darryl Pinckney

Wendell Pierce

Paul Pope

Francine Prose

Christian Rudder

Salman Rushdie

Bob Saget

Eric Schlosser

Tanya Selvaratnam

Zadie Smith

Gregory Smithsimon

Amy Sohn

Matthew Thomas

Lynne Tillman

Vivek Tiwary

Rachel Urquhart

Jeff VanderMeer

Edmund White

Tiphanie Yanique

CHILDREN and
YOUTH AUTHORS 
Coe Booth

Ann Brashares

Nick Bruel

Misty Copeland

Brian Floca

Adele Griffin

Jenny Han

Ben Hatke

Gordon Korman

Christopher Myers

John Parra

Rebecca Stead

R. L. Stine

Jon Scieszka

Ursula Vernon

Scott Westerfeld

AND MANY MORE
*AUTHORS ARE

SUBJECT TO CHANGE
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Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 

3 Course $25 
Prix Fixe

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Dog lovers, get ready to 

put your moniker where 
your mouth is!

The Badass Brooklyn An-
imal Rescue is throwing its 
Fall Festival in Gowanus on 
Sept. 14, a doggie-centric bash 
to raise money and aware-
ness for the compassionate 
dog rescue center. And one 
highlight of the event will 
be a pit bull kissing booth, 
where attendees can learn 
just how gentle the much-ma-
ligned breed can be.

“The main goal is show-
ing this other side of pit 
bulls, but it’s also just fun 
and adorable,” said Deb 
Klein, the events coordi-
nator at Badass Brooklyn.

The festival will take over 
the entire block of President 
Street between Nevins Street 
and Third Avenue. More 

than 20 craft vendors and 
food trucks will be hawking 
their wares, while Shake 
Shack will bring free dog bis-
cuits and its signature dog-
friendly “Pooch-ini” custard 
cups. Most of the vendors 
will be donating a portion of 
their haul to Badass Brook-
lyn, said Klein.

And while humans 
pucker up with the pitbulls, 
their pooches can enjoy a 
“doggie selfi e booth,” where 
hounds can take photos 
of themselves by pressing 
their noses on an iPad.

The rescue organization 
— whose motto is “Saving 
badass dogs from idiot hu-
mans” — is dedicated to tak-
ing abused and neglected 
dogs, mostly from the areas 
of the country with few no-
kill animal shelters, and 
pairing them with new, non-

idiotic humans. 
It uses foster owners who 

help rehabilitate the dogs, 
and because it is entirely run 
by volunteers, all resources 
go into the cost of transport-
ing the animals, spaying and 
neutering, vaccinations, and 
training, explained Klein.

Badass Brooklyn Animal 
Rescue Fall Festival (Presi-
dent Street between Nevins 
Street and Third Avenue 
in Gowanus, www.badass-
brooklynanimalrescue.com). 
Sept. 14, 11 am–5 pm. Free.

DOG DAYS: Deb Klein with Bar-
ry White, a pooch the organiza-
tion rescued. 

Pucker up, pit bull

BY VANESSA OGLE
The beat will drop — but 

the pitch will not.
On Sept. 19, the Brook-

lyn Academy of Music is 
hosting a free night of live 
hip-hop boasting some of 
the fi ercest females in the 
industry. “Pass the Mic: A 
Night of Women Emcees” 
will feature old-school trail-
blazers Roxanne Shante 
and Toi “Sweet Tee” Jack-
son, alongside young art-
ists Nitty Scott and Raje 
Shwari. And while all the 
performers are coming to-
gether to celebrate women 
in hip-hop, both genera-
tions are also ready to rep 
their era.

“A lot of artists will 
never be able to appreciate 
hip-hop like we were able 
to,” said Shante, who is per-
haps best known for her ’80s 
hit “Roxanne’s Revenge,” 
which was released when 
she was just 14. “It took 
more than a click, more 
than a ‘copy and paste’ for 

you to tell the story.” 
Shante said that some of 

today’s artists don’t appre-
ciate the true beauty of hip-
hop because they haven’t 
gone through the same 
struggle she did.

“Everything is so easily 
earned,” she said.

But Raje Shwari — who 
describes her style as a fu-
sion of hip-hop and “Indian 
fl avor” she calls “Bolly-
hood” — said young artists 
still have to work hard to 
get heard. She said tradi-
tional record labels didn’t 
understand her sound, so 
she had to promote herself 
via social media to get her 
voice out there and fi nd an 
audience.

“Now you can have a 
global and international 
space because of the digital 
revolution,” said Shwari, 
who has collaborated with 
Jaz-Z, Nas, and Timbaland. 
“That digital revolution 
and social media allowed 
me to bring my audience to-

Female emcees perform at BAM

HIP-HOP HEROINE: Brooklyn emcee Nitty Scott will perform at 
“Pass the Mic” at BAMcafe on Sept. 19. 

Ladies’ night

gether.” 
Brooklyn emcee Nitty 

Scott also found fame via 
the internet, fi rst turning 
heads in 2010 with  a viral 
video of her freestyling  
over a Kanye West song, be-
fore scoring a slot perform-
ing at the Black Entertain-
ment Television awards the 
next year.

Toi “Sweet Tee” Jack-
son, another pioneer who is 
known for her 1980s singles 
“On the Smooth Tip” and 
“I Got Da Feelin’,” said that 
the industry is defi nitely 
more welcoming to women 
now — but she hopes her 
fellow females persevere if 
they get discouraged.

“You just have to be per-
sistent in what you’re try-
ing to do,” said Jackson.

“Pass the Mic” is part 
of a two-day celebration 
of hip-hop at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music, in col-
laboration with the Source 
magazine. On Sept. 20, 
BAMcafe will host an eve-
ning of global hip-hop acts. 
And BAMcinematek will 
show hip-hop-related fi lms 
all weekend, including “The 
Man with the Iron Fists,” a 
martial arts fl ick directed 
by Wu-Tang Clan member 
RZA, who will also do a live 
Q&A after the screening.

“Pass the Mic: A Night 
of Women Emcees” at 
BAMcafe [30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100, 
www.bam.org]. Sept. 19 at 
10 pm. Free.

 COURIER LIFE CLASSIFIEDS
CALL (718) 260—2555



S
EPT. 14, 2014, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

9

Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without 
surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-sculpting 
procedure designed to remove fat and contour the body without 
invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to continue your daily 
activities without interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. 
ZERONA® works by utilizing the Low Level Laser (FDA cleared 
for laser body contouring to emulsify fat which then releases 
into the interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through the body during its normal course 

of detoxification. The ZERONA® procedure was 
proven through a double-blind, randomized, 
multi-site, and placebo controlled study in 
which patients average loss of 3.64 inches, and 
some lost as much as 9 inches compared to the 
placebo group that lost only half an inch.

LOSE 3–9 INCHES IN 2 WEEKS, NON-INVASIVE!
“What if I told you this cutting-edge device could melt inches 
off your waist and keep them off for good.” — Doctor Oz

talking about the ZERONA® LipoLaser

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, hips and 
thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight loss program — we 
are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off excess water weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  WORKSHOPS
When: Tuesday, Sept. 16, 6:30pm and Tuesday, Sept. 23 6:30 pm

Where:
Cost: FREE

BY MAX JAEGER
This plate was too much 

to stomach.
The Department of 

Motor Vehicles yanked a 
Bay Ridge driver’s van-
ity license plates after 
complaints from locals 
and questions from this 
paper. 

The matte black Dodge 
Charger sporting a pair 
of custom, state-issued 
tags that read “Hammas” 
had parked at the corner 
of Bay Ridge and Third 
avenues daily for several 
years without incident, 
according to locals. But 
after a picture of the car 
— which also featured a 
Palestinian flag sunshade 
in the windshield — went 
viral on Sept. 3, the state 
agency said the plates had 
to go.

“[Department of Mo-
tor Vehicles] is pulling 
this plate off the road as 
patently offensive,” said 
agency spokesman Peter 
Bucci.

The tags are an appar-
ent reference to the  Pal-
estinian political party 
Hamas, which the U.S. 
State Department classifi es 

as a terrorist organization . 
The car’s front plate holder 
appeared to confi rm that 
intent by referencing Al-
Qassam, Hamas’s military 
wing.

The Department sent a 
letter to the vehicle’s owner 
stating that the tags had to 
be changed immediately, 
Bucci said.

And by the next day they 
were gone.

A neighbor agreed 
that the plates were of-
fensive.

“There were Palestin-
ian fl ags, which is fi ne, but 
something representing a 
terrorist groups, that’s go-
ing too far — especially in 
New York,” said George, 
who lives nearby and de-
clined to give his last 
name.

The state maintains  a 
list of banned vanity tags , 
which mainly consists of 
sexual or racially charged 
terms, and their myriad 
possible alpha-numeric 
variations. References to 
terrorist groups are not 
explicitly prohibited, but 
the Department’s commis-
sioner has discretion to 
pull any plate that is “ob-

State advises drivers not to order the ‘Hammas’ plate

TASTELESS TAGS: The license plates on a car parked at 69th 
Street and Third Avenue advertised apparent support of Hamas, 
which the U.S. calls a terrorist organization. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

DMV: Vanity is insanity
scene, lewd, lascivious, 
derogatory to a particular 
ethnic or other group, or 
patently offensive,” Bucci 
said.

The Bay Ridge driver 
is not the first local to 
proclaim automotive al-
legiance in recent weeks 
as strife between Pales-
tinians and Israelites hit 

fever pitch in the Gaza 
Strip. 

 Police arrested a Bor-
ough Park teen for dis-
rupting religious service 
at a mosque after the teen 
parked a car festooned in 
Israeli flags in front of the 
Fifth Avenue house of wor-
ship and blasted Israeli 
music on July 18 . 

Experimental Football 
League to bring the develop-
mental team to Brooklyn for 
a six-game season that kicks 
off in October. But football 
fans aren’t going to get their 
customary views in the base-
ball stadium, which only of-
fers seating around about 
one-third of the fi eld.

“We’re not going to have 
around-the-fi eld seating like 
you would in the NFL, but 
a majority of park will have 
good sight lines,” Cohen 
said.

The gridiron will run 
along the right foul line, so 
most fans will sit behind the 
home-plate-side end zone, 
but eight sections of the sta-
dium will offer seats along 
the line of scrimmage — 
and sections 22 and 24 sit at 
the 50-yard line, a tradition-
ally sought-after vantage 

point. Seats in the 14 sec-
tions around the home-plate 
end zone — the so-called 
“Rumble Level” — will 
cost $25, while seats in the 
“Lightning Level” near the 
50-yard line will be $35.

For budget-conscious 
fans, the right-fi eld bleacher 
section — dubbed “The 
Thunder Storm” — will face 
the corner of the outfi eld-
side end zone and cost $20.

For $100, special “Black 
and Gold Club” tickets will 
offer Bolts boosters a seat in 
the stadium, complimentary 
eats, and sideline access to 
an area next to the 10- and 
20-yard lines.

The new league’s com-
missioner said that all fans’ 
proximity to the action will 
make any seat a good one.

“Minor league baseball 
facilities provide a more inti-
mate setting,” said commis-
sioner Brian Woods. “I don’t 
think there will be a bad seat 
in the house.”

Continued from page 4

Football
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Kevin Ortiz. “Not elaborat-
ing further, sorry.”

The Authority closed 
the tunnel because Hurri-
cane Sandy’s salty fl ood wa-
ter corroded its mechanical 
and electrical infrastruc-
ture.

The $308 million reha-
bilitation includes work 
on tracks, tunnel lighting, 
circuit-breaker housings, 
power substations, pump 
rooms, power cables, fans, 
and ducts, according to 
the transit agency. Work-
ers also repaired leaks in 
the tube and replaced thou-
sands of bolts that hold the 
tunnel’s 18-foot cast iron 
tunnel rings in place.

Continued from page 1 

Train

the Brooklyn Chamber of 
Commerce and a Benson-
hurst resident. “With the 
Doe Fund making streets 
cleaner, businesses will see 
a reduction in fi nes.”

The Doe Fund matches 
the city’s former inmates 
and homeless people with 
jobs and career training. 
Workers log 36 or more hours 
a week and earn a $8.20-per-
hour, tax-free stipend, said 
spokesman Alexander Hor-
witz. After a couple months 
of custodial work, individu-
als get training for “reces-
sion-proof” careers in pest 
control, green building man-
agement, back-offi ce work, 
and food service, he said.

The councilman is 

paying for the Doe Fund 
cleanup with $68,000 in tax-
payer money from a Coun-
cil initiative called NYC 
Cleanup, and he is splitting 
the cost of work on 18th Ave-
nue with Councilman Mark 
Treyger (D–Coney Island). 

Gentile has also allo-
cated $61,000 from his dis-
cretionary budget to the 
Sanitation Department to 
double trash-can pickup on 
major thoroughfares in his 
district.

The additional trash col-
lection will go a long way to 
cleaner streets in southern 
Brooklyn, said Sanitation 
spokesman Ignazio Terra-
nova, but he cautioned that 
there is no silver bullet.

“Garbage will always 
attract more garbage,” he 
said. “But this will make 
things a lot cleaner.”

The Doe workers will 
clean:

• Third Avenue be-
tween 69th and 88th streets 
weekly

• 13th Avenue between 
68th and 79th streets twice 
weekly

• 18th Avenue between 
68th and 86th streets twice 
weekly

The Sanitation Depart-
ment will empty public 
trash bins twice a day, four 
times a week on:

• Third Avenue between 
69th and 101st streets

• Fifth Avenue between 
68th and 86th streets

• Bay Ridge Avenue be-
tween Ridge Boulevard and 
Fifth Avenue

• 13th Avenue between 
65th and 79th streets

• 18th Avenue between 
81st and 86th streets

Continued from page 1 

Sweep

CLEAN START: Doe Fund workers, from left, Fabian Torrance, Akeem Cordes, Francisco Chavez, and 
Jonathan Sanders are ready, willing, and able to clean up Bay Ridge. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

has included a large Carib-
bean-American population 
since a redistricting in the 
1980s. 

“This district has been 
ignored for a long time,” 
she said. “We’re going to 
bring change.”

Also-rans Michele 

Adolphe and Victor Jordan 
came in with 800 and 306 
votes respectively.

Bichotte comes to the of-
fi ce from her role as female 
district leader, an unpaid 
but infl uential Democratic 
Party position.

Just 5,400 of 54,000 reg-
istered Democrats in the 
district turned out to vote, 
according to preliminary 
poll results.

ratus was not enough to 
bring some contenders in 
its midterm election slate 
ahead of the old-guard 
Democratic machine. In 

addition to the 54th As-
sembly District, the party 
suffered setbacks in Ca-
narsie’s 19th state Senate 
District, where its Dell 
Smitherman lost to incum-
bent John Sampson de-
spite Sampson’s looming 
corruption indictment. 

Continued from page 3

Continued from page 3

Bichotte

Dilan
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