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BY VANESSA OGLE
On second thought …

It took eight years just 
to get the plans approved, 
but the long-awaited reno-
vations for Marine Park — 
including new bocce ball 
courts — are fi nally sched-
uled to begin in Septem-
ber 2015, according to the 
Parks Department.

But now some Marine 
Park regulars are say-
ing they would rather not 
bother, if the drawn-out 
planning process is any 
indication of how long the 
construction will disrupt 
their enjoyment of the 
green space.

Members of the Marine 
Park Bocce Club, which 

had urged a rehab for 
years, now want to call the 
whole thing off if it means 
losing access to the shabby 
courts they play on now un-
til the spiffy new venue is 
fi nished — however long 
that takes.

The Parks Department 
said the construction is 

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Sold! Brooklyn Public Library 
offi cials have chosen a buyer 
to knock down the 52-year-old 
Brooklyn Heights branch and 
build in its place a 20-story apart-
ment building with a shiny new 
library on the ground fl oor. 
Money from the $52 million deal 
will go to other branches in the 
system and toward building out 
the interior of the replacement 
branch, according to library of-
fi cials. Library president Linda 
Johnson said the sale is good for 
Brooklynites, who data show are 
relying on a crumbling system 
with $280 million in unmet re-
pairs.

“We will take proceeds from 
the sale and invest them in librar-
ies across the borough,” Johnson 
said in a meeting with reporters 
before the board met. “By taking 
these steps we will build a library 
that this community deserves.”

An initial plan for the tower, 
to be built by Hudson Compa-
nies and designed by Marvel Ar-
chitects, include 132 market-rate 
apartments, retail space, and 
a gym for nearby Saint Ann’s 
School, in addition to the replace-
ment library. 

BY VANESSA OGLE
Some residents say the 
growing number of home-
less people taking up resi-
dence at the Sheepshead 
Bay Road train station are 
being rerouted there from 
Brighton Beach.

The Q and B train sta-
tion has become a haven for 
the indigent, and locals say 

the people living outside 
the station are adding con-
gestion to an already busy, 
narrow area. 

“It has gone from six, 
to eight, to nine, and now, 
maybe to 11,” said Bruce 
Rothman, a community ac-
tivist. 

Rothman blames a re-

Continued on page 7
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Bay Ridgites demand city 
stops illegal sub-divisions

BY MAX JAEGER
It’s a dicey subject.

Ridgites and politicians are 
scrambling to stop greedy prop-
erty owners from illegally dicing 
up one-family homes into multi-
family fl ophouses, but holes in 
legislation and enforcement 
mean there is no silver bullet.

“We have to chip away at this 
piece by piece,” said Community 
Board 10 district manager Jose-
phine Beckmann.

The board’s Land Use Com-
mittee met twice about the grow-
ing problem over the summer 
recess and is fi nalizing a list of 
recommendations to the city for 
quashing illegal conversions. 
Chief among them is a request for 
the Department of Buildings to 
focus enforcement on “hot spots” 
where residents log the most 311 
complaints about conversions.

 The city receives an average 
Continued on page 10
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NO THANKS: The Marine 
Park Bocce Club would rath-
er use its shabby court than 
wait for a new one.

Lara Ciner gets ready to show off her skills at the New York Cosmos back-
to-school soccer clinic in Park Slope on Sept. 16. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Homeless in S’head Bocce boys: Forget city fi xes

Sold! $52M 
for Heights 
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Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 

= Color Match Paint =

= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

- Same location since 1958 - 
Tel: 718-854-7900

Happy Rosh Hashanah
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Their sentence is life with 
parole.

Dozens of Gowanus 
residents turned out to a 
community meeting on 
Monday night to lambast 
representatives of the state 
prison system for keeping 
secret plans to consolidate 
all of Brooklyn’s parole 
offi ces into a three-story 
headquarters where Sec-
ond Avenue dead-ends at 
the Gowanus Canal. Some 
neighbors said the 5,000 pa-
rolees prison reps said will 
be reporting to the new fa-
cility — 300–400 of them 
per day — will inundate 
the area with crime.

“This will be bringing 
an entirely new element into 
the neighborhood,” said an 
agitated Denise Amses, a lo-
cal artist, speaking from the 
back of the crowded meet-
ing room. “You can’t say 
this will make the neighbor-
hood safe. It already is a safe 
neighborhood. This will ab-
solutely change that.”

The facility under con-
struction at 15 Second Ave. 
is on track to open in Janu-
ary, prison reps said at the 

meeting, but neighbors only 
became aware of it in July, 
when this paper  broke news 
of the plan . The disclosure 
came a full year after the 
reps said the state inked a 
contract for the project. The 
lack of notice infuriated lo-
cals.

“You don’t live there and 
we do,” said Shahla Kaloud. 
“It is scandalous that we 
didn’t know about this un-
til now.”

The four representa-
tives on hand from the De-
partment of Corrections 
and Community Supervi-
sion, which oversees parol-
ees, apologized for the way 
outreach has been handled 
but made it clear that the 
project is moving full speed 
ahead. As for security con-
cerns, they said that former 
inmates will be coming to 
Gowanus to fi ll out paper-
work, not to do things that 
will send them back to jail.

“People are not going to 
be coming there with ill in-
tent,” said Thomas Herzog, 
a deputy commissioner in 
the department.

And if somebody does try 
stepping out of line, Herzog 

said that between the metal 
detectors and the 120 armed 
“peace offi cers” that will be 
on hand, it will get handled. 
The pledge did not set coun-
cilman and gun control 
advocate Brad Lander (D–
Gowanus) at ease.

“I don’t want 120 armed 
peace officers in the 
neighborhood!” Lander 
yelled.

Nor did the crowd seem 
mollifi ed when one prison 
spokeswoman said the only 
major incident she has ex-
perienced was in 2010, when 
 a paroled murderer shot his 
parole offi cer point blank in 
the Downtown offi ce .

The prison delegation 
kept its cool for the most 
part, but at one point none 
of the state offi cials pres-
ent could come up with 
the name of the building’s 
owner.

They shuffl ed through 
papers in search of a clue 
but ultimately moved on to 
the next question without 
answering.

The owner is Chaim 
Simkowitz of Guardian Re-
alty Management, a Kens-
ington real estate fi rm.

Gowanus residents blast plans for a new 
parole offi ce in their neighborhood

HOLD ON A MINUTE: Noel Bevkrauch, a member of Community Board 6, asks parole department 
representatives about potential traffi c problems in the neighborhood where Brooklyn’s parole head-
quarters is moving. Photo by Steve Schnibbe

Canalers don’t 
want ex-cons
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
The outgoing Brooklyn Mu-
seum director has a piece 
of advice for his successor: 
march in the West Indian 
American Day Parade.

Arnold Lehman is retir-
ing after 17 years spent try-
ing to make sure that the 
borough’s biggest art col-
lection attracted everyday 
Brooklynites while also 
maintaining its reputation 
as a world-class institution. 
How he balanced the two 
missions sometimes gar-
nered him criticism, but 
his experience marching 
in the Labor Day parade up 
Eastern Parkway during 
his fi rst day on the job re-
minded him of who he was 
going to work for, he said.

“It gave me a sense of 
how diverse of a commu-
nity it is,” Lehman said, 
sitting at his desk in front 
of a painting by French art-
ist Jean Dubuffet. “Every 
few blocks the community 
changes.”

The world outside his of-
fi ce window has informed 
how he does his job ever 
since, he said.

“It’s the community’s 
museum. They’re the tax-
payers. You want everyone 
who is part of that commu-
nity to patronize and enjoy 
it,” he said.

Lehman took the helm 
at the institution in 1997 
and, two years later, be-
gan the free First Saturday 
promotion, opening up the 
museum on the fi rst Sat-
urday of every month for 
people to eat, drink, dance, 
and check out art and arti-
facts they might otherwise 
never see. 

“We were saying, ‘It’s 
your place, and for the eve-
ning, it’s yours,’ ” Lehman 
said.

But his tenure has rarely 
been free of controversy. 
The fall of 1999 marked the 
opening of “Sensation,” the 
now-legendary exhibition 
of contemporary British 
artists that included Chris 
Ofi li’s mixed-media paint-
ing “Holy Virgin Mary,” 
which used elephant dung 
and cut-up pieces of por-
nography to depict the bib-
lical fi gure. The painting 
drew the ire of then-Mayor 

Our exit interview with Arnold Lehman, who ran Crown Heights institution since 1997

B’klyn Museum head says goodbye

Rudolph Giuliani, a Catho-
lic, who, not having seen 
the exhibit, responded by 
pulling the museum’s $7 
million in city funding and 
trying to evict it. Lehman 
sued the mayor and ulti-
mately won the subsequent 
political and legal battle 
that drew worldwide atten-
tion, cementing his cred as 

a free speech defender and 
 doubling the museum’s 
previous single-day atten-
dance record in the pro-
cess . 

“Not only did it intro-
duce those artists to a 
broad American public — 
it showed that this museum 
would stand up for what it 
believed in,” he said.

Later exhibits about 
hip-hop, graffi ti, and “Star 
Wars” brought Lehman 
under fi re from the same 
elite art world he defended 
in the “Sensation” fi ght. 
But the shows drew people 
in droves and the criticism 
that they did not keep up 
the highfalutin standards 
expected of an art museum 

never stung, Lehman said.
“ ‘Populist’ was never 

considered a dirty word 
here,” he said. “You have 
to be willing to take some 
risks. Taking risks is re-
ally important.”

As a matter of fact, the 
hip-hop exhibit marked a 
turning point in how the 
borough sees the museum, 
as well as the fi rst time that 
kids dragged their parents 
to see a show rather than 
the other way around, Leh-
man said.

“It was a key change 
agent in how the museum 
was perceived,” he said.

On Lehman’s watch, 
the average visitor age has 
dived from more than 55 to 
35, the museum says.

Lehman also re-imag-
ined the way the museum 
was managed, restructur-
ing the curatorial depart-
ment in 2006 to allow for 
more collaboration among 
scholars who formerly 
worked only within a spe-
cialized niche — a move ob-
servers questioned at the 
time.

Another feather in Le-
hman’s cap was the  2007 

opening of the Elizabeth A. 
Sackler Center for Feminist 
Art, featuring Judy Chica-
go’s famed installation “The 
Dinner Party” as a center-
piece . But even that did not 
pass without controversy, 
as  longtime feminist art-
ists staged a counter-show 
to coincide with the center 
opening, claiming they had 
been passed over in favor of 
trendy, young talent .

Today, as Lehman eyes 
the exit — he wraps up his 
stint as director mid-2015 
— First Saturdays are still 
running, though  the dance 
parties that at times drew 
crowds as big as 20,000 got 
the kibosh in 2012 . Atten-
dance at the museum has 
more than doubled on his 
watch, from 247,000 in 1997 
to 559,000 so far this year, 
as has the museum’s en-
dowment, from $55 million 
to $123 million. And out in 
front stands a permanent 
reminder of his tenure in 
the form of a grand glass 
entrance pavilion fl anked 
by fountains, the result of 
 a three-year, $63-million 
revamp that Lehman over-
saw in the early 2000s .

OUT IN FRONT: Brooklyn Museum director Arnold Lehman in front of the museum’s grand glass pavil-
ion and landscaping, which he oversaw the installation of a decade ago.  Photo by Jason Speakman

BY MAX JAEGER
It’s a miracle!

The Union Church 
of Bay Ridge is bucking 
the trend — instead of 
closing due to mainte-
nance costs, it’s getting 
a facelift. 

The faithful are put-
ting a new roof on the 
century-old church and 
leasing unused space 
to community groups, 
according to church 
leaders. The move is 
an effort to expand the 
shrinking congrega-
tion’s reach into the 
community, the pastor 
said.

“This is just too 
much church for our 
size congregation,” said 
interim pastor Moira 
Ahearne. “We have a lot 
of space — the trick is fi g-

uring out how to use it. 
In its heyday [the church] 
was amazing — there 
were arts, music, con-

sciousness-raising groups 
for women. Those are the 
kinds of things were hop-
ing to bring more of.”

Once attended by hun-
dreds of families, the 
church on Ridge Boule-
vard and 80th Street now 
sees about 35 people on a 
Sunday, Ahearne said.

Still, the congrega-
tion is slapping on a new, 
$250,000 roof ahead of the 
interior renovation, said 
church council president 
Carmelo DiBartolo.

To fund the work, 
the Union Church sold 
a house of worship it 
owned two blocks away 
to private academy Bay 
Ridge Prep for $4.2 mil-
lion, Ahearne said. The 
church had been renting 
the building to the school 
for nearly 15 years. 

To attract more people 
from outside the congre-
gation, the church will 
subdivide its massive 

main hall into smaller 
rooms that can house 
community groups. Cur-
rently, the church is 
home to a secular day 
care, a chapter of Alco-
holics Anonymous, and 
the Bay Ridge Food Co-
op. The church provided 
much-needed space for 
the co-op, which did not 
have a big budget for rent 
and pays a nominal fee 
to the church, mainly to 
cover the cost of running 
a refrigerator, one co-op 
member said.

“We were always look-
ing for places to meet — 
they’re very hard to fi nd 
at an affordable cost,” 
said Kristin Miller, who 
is also a church con-
gregant of 12 years. “The 
point of the church is to 

RAISE THE ROOF: Workers put a new roof on the century-old 
Union Church in Bay Ridge — the fi rst step before church leaders 
can renovate the building’s interior. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Bay Ridge church is resurrected

Continued on page 10
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BY MAX JAEGER
This Bensonhurst corridor is a 
dump.

Locals say their neighbors are 
trashing 18th Avenue, and they 
want the city to pile on the en-
forcement and bring back the gar-
bage bins it canned years ago.

“I’ve seen great days and the 
downfall of 18th Avenue,” said 
Carlo Lauricella, who owns C&L 
Fine Gifts. “Eighty-second Street 
and 18th Avenue has become a 
dumping ground.”

The city removed 44 garbage 
cans along 18th Avenue between 
65th and 75th streets in 2011 to 
discourage people from dropping 
household trash in the litter bins, 
but neighborhood advocates say 
the idea was garbage.

“That’s just not a deterrent,” 
said Carlo Scisurra, a Benson-
hurst resident and director of 
the Brooklyn Chamber of Com-
merce. “Does it take a brain 
surgeon to see trash is on 18th 
Avenue because there are no 
baskets?” 

The dumping isn’t just con-

fi ned to household rubbish. This 
paper observed mattresses, con-
struction equipment, and boxes 
bearing the name and address of 
a nearby medical facility among 
a heap of trash right next to a 
sidewalk at 18th Avenue and 82nd 
Street. 

The doctor running the med-
ical facility blamed the mis-
placed refuse on vagrants root-
ing through his dumpsters, but 
he stressed that the trash is not 
medical waste.

“I’ve seen people going though 
my dumpster,” said Dr. Gary 
Pearlman, who said he pays 
for thrice-weekly private cart-
ing from his 18th Avenue offi ce. 
“There’s nothing dangerous in 
there. All the medical waste is 
kept within the offi ce and picked 
up within the offi ce.”

In response to complaints, 
Community Board 11 has asked 
the Department of Sanitation to 
step up enforcement.

The department did not imme-
diately respond to a request for 
comment.

Locals say lax enforcement, lack of trash cans turn commercial street into a dump

WHAT A DUMP!: Carlo Lauricella points out the piles of garbage people have dumped in the Waldbaum’s parking lot next to 
his antique store. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

‘DOWNFALL OF 18TH AVENUE’
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

* Rates are based on 8.45% Annual Percentage Rate with automatic loan payments for a term of 60 months.  Rates are based on 
credit worthiness.  Other rates and terms available.  Higher loan amounts available.  Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

Apply Online
www.bayridgeloans.org

718-680-2121
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BY MAX JAEGER
Come for the food, and 
avoid the foam!

The feds and an up-
state college are using vac-
cine-laced treats to inocu-
late Brooklyn’s raccoons 
against rabies, the city an-
nounced last week. 

The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture will set 
up feeding chutes full of 
the medicinal morsels in 
Brooklyn’s green spaces, 
agency representatives 
said. The agency is using 
the oldest trick in the book 
to make sure these rac-
coons take their medicine.

“It’s like putting a pill 
inside some peanut but-
ter for your dog,” said the 
Agriculture Department’s 
Carol Bannerman.

The vaccines are coated 
in a “very smelly, fi shy-
scented material” made of 
vegetable fat, icing sugar, 
and marshmallow fl avor-
ing, she said.

The laboratory-pro-
duced lucky charms are 
safe for pets to eat, but too 
many might cause vomit-
ing, researchers said. The 
vaccine can cause a rash 
in humans, but only if it 
gets into an open wound, 
Bannerman said.

Cornell University is 
funding the project with a 
state grant. The undertak-
ing offers the Ivy League 

agricultural school a rare 
research opportunity, said 
spokeswoman Laura Bigler.

“Once the vaccine is in 
the fi eld, animals are live-
trapped and we take a sam-
ple of blood from the rac-
coons to determine what 
proportion have been im-
munized and see how to 
work more effectively,” she 
said.

The exact locations 

where the biologists will 
set up the inoculation sta-
tions is still under review, 
Bigler said.

Generally, feeding sta-
tions will stretch along 
Brooklyn’s waterfront 
from Canarsie to Coney 
Island, and Prospect Park 
will get its share of the 
beer-bong-shaped food 
chutes as well, Banner-
man said.

But neither the city, the 
Agriculture Department, 
nor Cornell could confi rm 
that the vaccine dispens-
ers would reach Benson-
hurst, where  city workers 
discovered a rabid raccoon 
attacking a pack of feral 
cats on Aug. 20 . 

The feds and Cornell 
are waiting on location ap-
proval from the city, which 
they expect will come this 
week, Bigler said.

“As soon as we get the 
go-ahead, we’re ready to 
do it,” she said.

Feds feed raccoons rabies vaccine
FEEDING TIME: (Top left) The 
vaccine-laced food pellets have 
a sweet coating, which includes 
icing sugar and marshmallow 
fl avoring. (Bottom left) This 
feeding station dispenses vac-
cine-laced treats. Raccoons and 
other rodents can just reach in 
the bottom and pull out a pel-
let, wildlife experts say. 
 U.S. Department of Agriculture

TAKE THE BAIT!
TEST CASE: U.S. Wildlife Services biologists take a tissue sample from an anesthetized raccoon to 
determine whether the animal ingested enough rabies vaccine to be protected. 
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Move over, Javits Center.

The new Brooklyn 
Expo Center in Green-
point opened its doors 
last weekend for an an-
tiques and book show. It 
went off without a hitch, 
thanks in part to the ren-
ovations the building’s 
controversial owner made 
to the high-ceilinged, box-
shaped building, accord-
ing to a spokeswoman for 
the event’s organizer. 

“The space worked so 
well for the event,” said 
Leigh Infi eld. “The glass 
windows from fl oor to ceil-
ing bring in so much light 
and people pick up on that 
energy.”

The cavernous space 
that is now open for busi-
ness at 79 Franklin St., 
at Noble Street, is a sin-
gle open room the size 
of six basketball courts. 
Another, attached space 
that takes up the area of 
two-and-a-half basketball 
courts is slated to become 
part of the convention cen-
ter but is currently occu-
pied by retail tenants. A 
third space in a separate, 
fi ve-story building is un-
der construction.

The two-day fair drew 
more than 4,000 people and 
there is a lot of demand for 
a place to hold events of 
its size, as opposed to the 
gargantuan corporate af-
fairs that take place across 
the East River, a manager 
said.

“There are a lot of com-

munity-based type events 
that do not need as much 
space as a place like the 
Javits Center,” Brooklyn 
Expo Center site manager 
Michelle McConnell. “And 
this neighborhood is very 
special and beautiful.”

The Brooklyn Expo 
Center is among the lat-
est projects of development 
mogul Joshua Guttman. 

Guttman’s waterfront 
Greenpoint Terminal Mar-
ket  mysteriously burned to 
the ground eight years ago  
and  his latest project in the 
neighborhood caught still-
suspicious area residents 
by surprise . 

At this point, Gutt-
man is renting the hall for 
$15,000 per event day and 
$12,000 per loading day. 

Convention hub opens in Greenpoint

ENTER THE 
EXPO CENTER

AISLES FOR MILES: (Above) 
Tom Pelphrey and Lili Sim-
mons browse the bookshelves 
at the Brooklyn Antiques and 
Book Fair, the first event at 
the just-opened Brooklyn 
Expo Center. (Left) The new 
convention hall is looking to 
corner the market on mid-
sized gatherings in Brooklyn 
— heck, in New York. 
 Photos by Stefano Giovannini

The Barclays Center may be nominated to host the 
2016 Democratic National Convention, but up until 
this year, Brooklyn has not been much of a contender 
for landing big shindigs. Nearly all the major industry 
gatherings that come to New York set up shop at Man-
hattan’s Jacob K. Javits Center, and while it may not 
be big enough to host the next New York International 
Auto Show, the just-opened Brooklyn Expo Center can 
comfortably accommodate 4,000 visitors in a weekend, a 
spokeswoman said. Now that the dust has settled on the 
Expo Center’s fi rst to-do, owner and hot-button developer 
Joshua Guttman is looking for more bookings. Currently 
on tap for the coming months are chef, record, and baby-
product conventions. 

We fi gured we would lend a hand and suggest more 
events we think would be perfect for the Greenpoint space. 
 — Danielle Furfaro

Un-conventional 
attractions

SUGGESTION: Circus freaks could add spice to the venue.

Circus freaks
Sure, there is a veri-

table circus freak con-
vention in Coney Island 
nearly every day. But 
there is only so much 
space at the Circus Side-
show. The open fl oor plan 
and high ceilings of the 
Brooklyn Expo Center, on 
the other hand, are spa-
cious enough to accom-
modate trapeze acts, fi re 
spinners, and dozens, nay 
hundreds of unicycles.

‘Artisanal’ wares
Anything that can be 

made in a kitchen, work-
shop, or small factory is 
being made right here in 
Brooklyn. And if the prod-

ucts . The writing is on the 
label in script: it’s time to 
get the thing-makers in 
a room together. And we 
mean a room bigger than 
Brooklyn Flea’s indoor 
venues.

Burlesque
There are so many va-

rieties of burlesque night 
in the borough on an aver-
age night that it can make 
your head spin. There is 
classy burlesque, nasty 
burlesque, post-modern 
burlesque, and boy-lesque, 
to name a few. Now, typi-
cally in the performative 
disrobing business, less is 
more, but when it comes to 
putting a bunch of saucy 
guys and gals together 
in a room, we have a feel-
ing the resulting synergy 
would be top drawer.

Facial hair

This convention hap-
pens every day on the 
L train, and its athletic 
counterpart takes place 
 annually at the Coney 
Island Beard and Mous-
tache Competition . Add 
some wine and cheese and 
space for handmade after-
shave vendors and specta-
tors, and watch the magic 
happen.

Old-timey music

Finally, a place big 
enough for an honest-to-
goodness hootenanny! Red 
Hook’s Jalopy is nice, but 
this is basically a barn.

uct has unconventional 
graphic design and an 

eyebrow-raising price tag, 
that’s how you know it is 
what marketers call “ar-
tisanal.” The small-scale 
manufacturing trend is so 
prevalent that  the Brook-
lyn Chamber of Com-
merce has created its own 
“Brooklyn Made” certifi -
cation system  and  we’ve 
come up with our own list 
of offi cial borough prod-
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Hudson also pledged 
to build 114 below-market-
rate apartments elsewhere 
in the area served by Com-
munity Board 2, which in-
cludes Boerum Hill, Brook-
lyn Heights, Clinton Hill, 
Fort Greene, Downtown, 
and Dumbo.

But all those details 
could change, Johnson 
said.

During the expected 
three-and-a-half year 
construction of the new 
building on the corner of 
Cadman Plaza West and 
Clinton Street, Hudson will 
foot the bill for a tempo-
rary library space at Our 
Lady of Lebanon Church, 
on Remsen Street between 
Henry and Clinton streets. 
But before anything hap-
pens the project will have 
to go through a lengthy ap-
proval process.

The library in the newly 
constructed building is set 
to be roughly one-third the 
size of the current branch. 
But book-lending honchos 
say that by moving the 
Career and Business Ser-
vices Library, which is 
currently housed in the 

Heights branch building, 
to the Central Library, the 
new branch will actually 
have more space for pa-
trons.

Johnson said the real 
estate deal was neces-
sary because the system is 
strapped for cash and can-
not afford to make needed 
repairs at the Heights 
branch or other borough li-
braries.

“There has been a 
shameful under-funding of 
the capital needs of the li-
brary systems,” she said.

Library numbers ana-
lyzed by the Center for an 
Urban Future in a recent 
report show branches have 
only $20.8 million lined up 
for $300 million worth of 
improvements, including 
$9 million for the Heights 
branch, which has suffered 
prolonged closures and re-
duced hours in recent sum-
mers due to a decrepit air-
conditioning system.

But not everyone is buy-
ing it. The activist group 
Citizens Defending Librar-
ies, which has opposed the 
sale of the Heights branch 
since the call for bids was 
issued last year, showed up 
for the library board meet-
ing on Tuesday night and 
railed against the library’s 

Continued from page 1 
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cent push to enforce cur-
fews at parks in the area for 
driving the homeless to the 
Sheepshead Bay station.

“The idea is to move 
them along, move them 
along,” he said. “But where 
do you stop?”

Councilman Chaim 
Deutsch (D–Sheepshead 
Bay) said he has been work-
ing closely with Common 
Ground, an organization 
that aids the indigent, and 
the Department of Home-
less Services to reduce the 
number of homeless peo-
ple in Brighton Beach and 
Sheepshead Bay. 

In Brighton Beach, the 
boardwalk pavilion now 
closes at 10 pm. 

After that, according to 
Deutsch, employees from 
Common Ground and the 
city patrol the area for 
homeless people to remove 
them and help connect 
them with city aid and shel-
ters.

The stepped up enforce-
ment may be causing some 

of the indigent to migrate to 
the Sheepshead Bay train 
station, but Deutsch said 
the outreach has already 
helped several Brighton 
Beach regulars fi nd hous-
ing, and promises it will 
eventually get even more 
homeless people off the 
streets.

“We were able to get 
two people into shelters,” 
Deutsch said, adding three 
others have found their 
own living arrangements. 
“Nothing happens over-
night.”

Next week, Deutsch said 
he is meeting with Transit 
Police offi cials to discuss 
the Sheepshead Bay train 
station’s situation and he 
asked residents to be pa-
tient. 

“We’re not always suc-
cessful right away,” he said. 
“It takes time.”

But as the weather gets 
cooler, Rothman said he 
hopes a long-term solu-
tion for the homeless at 
the train station is found 
soon.  

“You don’t want to be 
living outside when it is 14 
degrees,” he said.

Continued from page 1 
H’LESS

Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without 
surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-sculpting 
procedure designed to remove fat and contour the body without 
invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to continue your daily 
activities without interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. 
ZERONA® works by utilizing the Low Level Laser (FDA cleared 
for laser body contouring to emulsify fat which then releases 
into the interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through the body during its normal course 

of detoxification. The ZERONA® procedure was 
proven through a double-blind, randomized, 
multi-site, and placebo controlled study in 
which patients average loss of 3.64 inches, and 
some lost as much as 9 inches compared to the 
placebo group that lost only half an inch.

LOSE 3–9 INCHES IN 2 WEEKS, NON-INVASIVE!
“What if I told you this cutting-edge device could melt inches 
off your waist and keep them off for good.” — Doctor Oz

talking about the ZERONA® LipoLaser

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, hips and 
thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight loss program — we 
are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off excess water weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  WORKSHOPS
When: Tuesday, Sept. 23 at 6:30 p.m. and Tuesday, Sept. 30 at 6:30 p.m.
Where:

Cost: FREE

board after it voted unani-
mously to pick Hudson.

“You’re a liar!” protester 
Marsha Rimler yelled at 
Johnson after the meeting.

The group believes that 
the estimated costs for re-
pairs to library buildings 
have been intentionally 
infl ated in order to justify 
their sale.

“The public’s inter-
est has not been the pri-
mary concern,” said Pearl 
Hochstadt, a Brooklyn 
Heights resident since 1953. 
“There’s been too much 
consideration for real es-
tate interests.”

Johnson brushed away 

the criticism at the pre-
meeting discussion, the 
convening of which seemed 
to indicate that the unani-
mous vote in the evening 
was a forgone conclusion.

“People who are op-
posed to this are just op-
posed to change or opposed 
to development in general,” 
she said.

Hudson is the devel-
oper behind the 23-story 
tower at 626 Flatbush Ave. 
in Prospect Lefferts Gar-
dens, which  some neigh-
bors are fi ghting  because 
they say it will crowd the 
neighborhood and cast a 
shadow over nearby Pros-

its from the sale will fund 
upgrades at the Walt Whit-
man, Washington Irving, 
and Pacifi c branches — the 
latter of which was once 
on the block itself because 
of the expensive repairs it 
needs. But the money from 
this sale stands to only put 
a dent in the pile of prob-
lems at Pacifi c, not to men-
tion the system as a whole. 
Michael White, the protest 
group’s founder, says this 
sell-off is only the fi rst of 
many.

“What you see here is 
what you can expect across 
the rest of the system,” he 
said.

ELEVATED READING: The two-
story Brooklyn Heights branch 
of the library will soon live up 
to its name, with a 20-story 
apartment building towering 
above it. Marvel Architects

pect Park.
Johnson said that prof-
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expected to take a year 
and a half, but jaded locals 
point to the park’s Carmine 
Carro Community Center 
— which took a decade to 
complete — as the reason 
they don’t trust the city to 
get the job done on time.

“We don’t want to go two 
years without a bocce court 
— or maybe four, like it took 
for the Center,” said Phil 
Mineo. “Forget about mak-
ing new bocce courts — the 
bocce courts are fi ne.”

The Parks Department 
could not say whether play-
ers would have access to the 
courts during construction.

“At this point in time, 
before we have a contrac-
tor lined up, it’s too early to 
have details on the order of 
work,” said Parks spokes-
woman Meghan Lalor.

Longtime bocce player 
John Manzola said any-
body who expects to play 
bocce on the courts while 
the area is under construc-
tion is “hallucinating.” 

Manzola said the only 
way he could think of to 

prevent a replay of the Car-
mine Carro debacle would 
be to turn the project over 
to the private sector.

“It is just a bureaucratic 
disgrace what the Parks 
Department does,” said 
John Manzola. “Give it to a 
private industry — it’ll be 
done in six months.”

For other locals now 
panning the plans, the 
problem isn’t who is build-
ing the project, but what 
the project is building.

In addition to the new 
bocce courts, additional 
shade structures, repaved 

tennis and basketball courts, 
new tennis nets, and an ex-
ercise area, the $5.15 million 
overhaul will also include 
some landscaping, benches, 
fences, and a garden.

Some residents consider 
that spending a waste of 
city money when the neigh-
borhood around the park 
has other problems that 
need fi xing.

“It is redundant to put 
a garden there,” said Joan 
Rubino, who lives in Ma-
rine Park. “Instead, I got a 
better idea — fi x the streets 
that are roller coasters.”

Continued from page 1 
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BY MAX JAEGER
Big-box buying comes to 
Bensonhurst.

BJ’s Wholesale Club 
opened its Bensonhurst 
store quietly on Sept. 13. 
The grand opening will 
come a week later, but 
Brooklynites eager to buy 
provisions by the pallet 
took to the Shore Parkway 
store in droves ahead of the 
formal ribbon cutting.

“It was packed,” said 
shopper Jamarl Thomp-
son of Coney Island, who 
hit the store on opening af-
ternoon and came back for 
seconds on Sept. 15. “There 
were 26 registers and every 
one was open. It was very 
effi cient.”

The 1752 Shore Pkwy. 
location is the third BJ’s 
to open in Brooklyn — the 
other two are in Canarsie 
and East New York — and 
for many shoppers, loca-
tion is everything.

“We tried the one on Er-
skine [in Gateway Center], 
but that was too far,” said 
Danielle Gargiulo of Ben-
sonhurst. 

The mega-store, which 
HAPPY CUSTOMERS: Jonelle Gittens and Jamarl Thompson stock 
up on the essentials on Sept. 15. Photo by Steve Solomonson

BJ’s Club opens in Bensonhurst

NEVERMIND!: Some Marine Park residents say the ambitious reno-
vation plan should be pared back.  NYC Parks Department

BIG BOXES, BIG STORE: The sprawling store has a footprint the 
size of 300 bodegas. Photo by Steve Solomonson

is the size of about 300 bo-
degas combined, is known 
for selling bulk food items 
such as 20-pound bags of 
rice and packages of 50 fro-
zen waffl es. The bulk-buy-
ing club also caters to lo-
cal Jews, boasting a kosher 
bakery and more kosher 
items than any other BJ’s, 
said manager Bernard 
Garrison.

Aside from food, shop-
pers can also get clothing, 
housewares, and electron-
ics at the massive ware-
house store.

And a dedicated 500-
spot parking garage means 
less jockeying for a space, 
shoppers said.

“I’m so happy about the 
parking,” said Gargiulo, 
who lives within walk-

ing distance but uses her 
car to ferry her food back 
home.

Construction kicked 
off in December 2012, but 
delays held up the store’s 
opening, which was origi-
nally slated for July, a com-
pany spokeswoman said.

The store employs 250 
workers — 210 of whom live 
in Brooklyn.

The wholesale giant 
also created a public es-
planade the size of three 
football fi elds overlooking 
Gravesend Bay and offer-
ing views of Coney Island, 
the Verrazanno-Narrows 
Bridge, and bucolic Staten 
Island. The green space 
was part of an agreement 
with the city to secure ap-
proval of the project, and 
it’s a fi rst for the wholesale 
giant, Garrison said.

“This is unique to any 
other BJ’s,” he said. “And 
you don’t have to shop here 
to enjoy it.”

BJ’s Wholesale Club 
[1752 Shore Parkway, (718) 
372–6951]. Monday–Satur-
day: 9 am–10 pm; Sunday: 9 
am–8 pm.



S
EPT. 21, 2014, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

9

Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 
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of 20,000 illegal conversion 
complaints a year . Since 
2012, the city received more 
than 1,100 such complaints 
in Community Board 10 
alone, and it has followed 
up on less than half, our 
analysis of city data shows. 

The city sent inspectors 
to verify fewer than 300 of 
the complaints. And in half 
of those cases, inspectors 
never got into the build-
ing. When the department 
receives a 311 complaint, 
it dispatches inspectors 
to see if the complaint is 
warranted. But they only 
make two attempts to enter 
a questionable building. If 
nobody lets them in either 
time, the department just 
closes the complaint.

Of 282 inspections the 
department mounted since 
2012, 76 resulted in no vio-
lation, 29 resulted in some 
kind of punitive measure 
by the city, and the other 
177 cases were closed be-
cause inspectors were 
turned away at the door or 
residents were not home, 
according to city data.

But if the city can send 
more inspectors to Bay 
Ridge, it may have better 
luck getting into suspected 
conversions, board mem-
bers said.

“Hot spots are a great 
way to focus their atten-
tion,” said land use com-
mittee chairwoman Ann 
Falutico.

The city’s weak response 
to the proliferation of ille-
gally converted homes in 
the area puts people at risk, 
Bay Ridge residents say.

Tenants in the converted 
houses often lack adequate 
light, fresh air, and emer-
gency exits — an issue that 
also affects  fi refi ghters who 
respond to fi res in the mazes 
of sheetrock and plywood . 

Neighbors can be put 
at risk, too. Digging out 
an attached home’s base-
ment to make space for 
bedrooms weakens the en-

tire building, and can lead 
to collapse that pulls down 
adjacent, code-compliant 
buildings. And chopping 
up houses for too many 
tenants strains local re-
sources and creates qual-
ity-of-life issues for entire 
neighborhoods.

“School overcrowding 
is directly tied to illegal 
conversions,” said Council-
man Vincent Gentile (D–
Bay Ridge).

Alongside the commu-
nity board, a grassroots 
group called the Brooklyn 
Housing Preservation Al-
liance has sprung up to 
lobby lawmakers and the 
city and also help residents 
log 311 complaints.

The group is asking the 
city to require property 
owners to register rental 
units and submit to inspec-
tions before signing leases, 
said Alliance founder and 
Dyker Heights resident Bob 
Cassara.

On the legislative front, 
Gentile introduced a bill 
this year that would let the 
city fi ne property owners 
for conversion violations 
based on evidence observ-
able without entering the 
building. A proliferation of 
mailboxes or utility meters 
could indicate a building 
has been carved up, Gen-

tile said. To clear the viola-
tions, compliant property 
owners would simply have 
to open their doors to city 
inspectors. Gentile’s legis-
lation has yet to clear the 
council’s Housing Com-
mittee, but the councilman 
said he is confi dent it will 
go through.

“There is a lot of sup-
port for this — you just had 
to let it ripen,” he said.

Gentile has also au-
thored a bill that would take 
away self-certifi cation priv-
ileges from architects who 
repeatedly sign off on plans 
that violate building codes.

Another bill in Albany 
would create a special cat-
egory of felony for putting 
fi refi ghters in danger by 
subdividing homes.

The responses have fo-
cused on tweaking existing 
laws to eliminate loopholes 
that shady landowners use 
to chop up homes. But some 
property owners don’t go 
through the city at all be-
fore starting work on a sub-
division, and those scoff-
laws will be much tougher 
to root out, one community 
board member said.

“We have to remember, 
this is all about people who 
are willing to do illegal 
things in the fi rst place,” 
said Stephen Harrison.

Continued from page 1 
HOMES

HEART OF THE ISSUE: Points show blocks with two or more illegal 
conversion complaints that the city was unable to inspect because 
residents or homeowners denied the city access. Red areas show 
a concentration of unaddressed complaints in northern Dyker 
Heights. 

serve in the community 
and open its doors to the 
community, and that’s 
what it’s doing.”

One architect who wor-
ships at the church has 

created a set of possible 
designs for the new in-
terior, but the congrega-
tion will look at a few de-
signs before committing, 
Ahearne said.

The renovation and 
community outreach are 
part of a larger redevel-
opment the church is un-

dergoing, a process that 
she said will certainly 
outlast any construction 
projects.

“The question is ‘How 
do we get people rein-
vested?’ ” Ahearne said. 
“It’s about patience and 
learning to be humble, 
and this is a fi rst step.”

CHURCH
Continued from page 3
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