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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Forest City Ratner and its 
contractor for the develop-
ment formerly known as 
Atlantic Yards are sepa-
rated, but a judge won’t 
let them get divorced just 
yet.

The fallout between 
the developer and Swed-
ish construction giant 

Skanska over the modu-
lar B2 tower, which has 
been stalled since early 
this month  when Skanska 
halted work , reached a 
new low on Sept. 23 when 
the builder terminated 
its contract, saying that 
Forest City’s designs for 
the Lego-like boxes that 
make up the structure 

are fl awed and are costing 
way more than agreed to.

“We could not continue 
to incur millions of dol-
lars in extra costs with 
little hope that Forest City 
would take responsibility 
for fi xing the signifi cant 
commercial and design is-
sues on the project,” said 

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
The unions are out and New York 
University is back in business.

New York University Lan-
gone Medical Center has put its 
name back on a deal to redevelop 
Long Island College Hospital 
after a judge dismissed a law-
suit brought by staffer unions 
demanding employees of the 
former Cobble Hill hospital be 
rehired at a smaller medical op-
eration to be run by the school as 

part of a luxury residential de-
velopment on the site. The rul-
ing by Judge Johnny Lee Baynes 
came as the redevelopment deal 
appeared on the brink of falling 
apart completely thanks to the 
university pulling out and leav-
ing developer Fortis Property 
group without the medical part-
ner it built its bid around. The 
ruling followed  State University 
of New York chairman Carl Mc-

BY MAX JAEGER
A shocking case of alleged po-
lice brutality in Sunset Park has 
sparked outrage in the commu-
nity.

Residents and government 
watchdogs are fuming over vid-
eos released last week showing 
police apparently tackling a preg-
nant woman near Fifth Avenue 
and 46th Street on Sept. 20.

“Attacking a pregnant woman 
— that type of arrogance is in-
tolerable,” said Dennis Flores, 
founder of the police watchdog 
group El Grito De Sunset Park, 
which fi rst released the video on 
Sept. 23. “What we’re seeing in 
these videos is an escalation of 
violence for minor quality-of-life 
crimes.”

Amezquita, who is fi ve months 
pregnant, said she tried to inter-
cede after she saw police beating 
her 17-year-old son as they ar-
rested him for possessing an ille-
gal knife. The mother of four was 
trying to stop the fracas when 
offi cers apparently threw her to 
the ground belly fi rst and piled 
on top of her, the video shows. 
Amezquita suffered cuts and 

BY VANESSA OGLE
Neighbors say students 
from Kingsborough Com-
munity College who de-
scend on Manhattan beach 
are drag racing, using 
drugs, and parking in pri-
vate driveways, and a new 
civic group wants to cull 
the herd. 

The Manhattan Beach 

Coalition for Safety is pe-
titioning for new neigh-
borhood regulations, in-
cluding an enrollment 
policy at Kingsborough 
that would require the 
community’s approval. 
Locals say the sheer size 
of school, which has 19,752 
students taking classes, is 
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Lights out

NYU returns as lawsuit ends

IN THE MIDDLE: Forest City 
Ratner’s modular tower is 
stalled at 10 stories tall.

Out-of-work ventriloquist Max Morinsky (Scott Baker) wants to kill Thom-
as Edison for inventing the motion picutre projector in Dick Zigun’s play 
“Dead End Dummy.” For the story, see page 7. Kenny Lombardi

Contractor quits Ratner’s A’YardsLocals: Kids run amok
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Community News Group 
would like to thank 

the Sponsors and Supporters 
of our October 3rd 
Pink Newspapers

Their participation in this important edition helped to raise breast cancer awareness in New York

 

BROOKLYN SUPPORTERS

QUEENS SUPPORTERS

BROOKLYN SPONSOR

BRONX SPONSOR

Thank you to all our advertisers 
who participated in this important issue
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BY MAX JAEGER
This debate was a storm of 
allegations.

Indicted Rep. Michael 
Grimm (R–Bay Ridge) and 
his challenger, former Co-
ney Island Councilman 
Domenic Recchia, blasted 
one another over their 
responses to Hurricane 
Sandy at their fi rst debate 
on Wednesday at the Bay 
Ridge Council on Aging.

“We had to wait 80 days 
for relief from the federal 
government,” Recchia said. 
“It was delayed because Mi-
chael Grimm and [House 
Speaker] John Boehner 
came to an agreement that 
he would support Boehner 
as speaker. The people of 
this district were held hos-
tage until [Grimm] made a 
deal.”

The 2013 Disaster Re-
lief Appropriations Act 
stalled in the House in 
late 2012 as budget hawks 
tried to enact cuts to fund 
the $60 billion relief pack-
age.

But Grimm said politics 
only delayed the bill a week, 
and the real bottleneck was 
the time it took city and 
state offi cials to determine 
the scope of damage.

“I spoke to Gov. Cuomo 
and I spoke daily with 
[then-Mayor] Bloomberg, 
and they said, ‘Don’t do 
anything until we give you 
a number,’ ” Grimm said. 
“Unlike [Hurricane] Ka-
trina, the damage here was 
very diffi cult to assess. We 
had to wait a week or more 
just to get into the subways 
to assess the damage. We 
didn’t get a number until 
December.”

The governor’s offi ce 
did not return a request for 
comment by press time, but 
 a 2013 joint statement from 
Cuomo and New Jersey 
Governor Chris Christie  
indicates they were both 
eager for a disaster-relief 
appropriation long before 
the House acted. 

“It has now been 66 days 
since Hurricane Sandy hit 
and 27 days since President 
Obama put forth a responsi-
ble aid proposal that passed 
with a bipartisan vote in 
the Senate while the House 
has failed to even bring it 

to the fl oor,” the governors 
wrote on Jan. 2.

Congress fi nally ap-
proved the appropriation 
on Jan. 15, 2013.

Grimm countered by re-
iterating his criticism that 
Recchia was largely ab-
sent in the weeks after the 

record-setting hurricane, 
and also pointed to the oft-
maligned Build It Back re-
covery program as a fail-
ure under a Council as part 
of which Recchia served 
one of the hardest-hit dis-
tricts.

“It’s almost two years 

later and the money still 
hasn’t gotten to people,” 
Grimm said.

But Recchia contended 
his work was done behind 
the scenes.

“I worked with the 
mayor as fi nance chairman 
to make sure we moved 
money around to save this 
city,” he said.

Grimm later character-
ized Recchia’s attacks as 
demagoguery.

“That’s what irks me,” 
Grimm told reporters after 
the debate. “The audacity 
of bringing up Sandy.”

Grimm has pleaded not 
guilty to a  20-count indict-
ment alleging tax, mail, 
and immigration fraud re-
lated to a health-food res-
taurant he owned before 
assuming offi ce .

Election Day is Nov. 4, 
less than a week after the 
second anniversary of the 
superstorm.

GONE WITH THE WIND: Congressional candidates Michael Grimm 
and Domenic Recchia attacked each other for their actions in the 
aftermath of Hurricane Sandy. Photos by Steve Schnibbe

An ill wind: Candidates spar 
over their Sandy responses

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Dog bless you.
On Oct. 4, Catholic 

and Episcopal pet own-
ers around the borough 
will pour into neighbor-
hood churches for the 
Feast of Saint Francis 
of Assisi, also known as 
the blessing of the ani-
mals. But the following 
week, a woman who de-
scribes herself as an ur-
ban shaman is offering 
her own ceremony for 
animal-loving pagans. 
Humans’ love of ani-
mals dates back to be-
fore Christ — way be-
fore, she explained.

“Every culture has 
stories about animals, 
and many origin stories 
begin with animals,” 
Donna “Mama Donna” 
Henes said. “Our con-
nection to animals is as 
old as we are.”

Henes has been 
plying her polytheis-
tic trade for decades, 
marking the turn of 
the season four times 
a year without miss-
ing a single solstice or 
equinox in 40 years, she 
said. She has, she said, 
blessed ships for Gov. 
Patterson, blessed a pa-
rade for Mayor Koch, 
and Mayor Dinkins la-
belled her the “shaman 
in the streets.” 

Her Mother-Nature 
oriented spiritual prac-
tice may seem like an 
odd fit for a Prospect 
Heights resident with 
an expansive internet 
presence, but Henes 
says she sees it as her 
duty to help New York-
ers reconnect with — 
and realize they are — 
nature.

“People ask me what 
I’m doing in New York,” 

she said. “But there is 
nature here. The moon 
is here, and there are 
trees here. The people 
here are New York’s 
wildlife. We are part 
of nature and if people 
in the city make a con-
certed effort, they can 
remember that.”

Originally from 
Ohio, Henes has lived 
in Brooklyn since the 
early 1970s, first Down-
town near where Metro-
tech Center now stands, 
and for the past two 
decades in Prospect 
Heights. 

It was amid the cul-
tural ferment of the late 
1960s that she began ex-
ploring shamanic tra-
ditions from around 
the world, including in-
digenous communities 
throughout the United 
States and in Mexico. 
Her rituals may borrow 
from many cultures, 
but Henes avoids lead-
ing ones she does not 
consider herself quali-
fied to do, she said.

“I’m not out to imi-
tate anyone else’s cul-
ture,” Henes said. “I 
would never lead peo-
ple in a sweat-lodge cer-
emony or a pipe cere-
mony. I find that hugely 
offensive.”

The blessing of the 
animals is an exam-
ple of her grab-bag ap-
proach. This ritual, it 
turns out, draws heav-
ily from the one happen-
ing inside church doors 
to honor Saint Francis. 
Legend has it that the 
saint found Jesus and 
turned his back on a life 
of wealth and excess to 
live as a pauper, sleep-
ing outside, talking to 

GO FORTH IN POOCH: “Urban Shaman” Donna Henes blesses 
Daile Kaplan and her dog Poppy. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Laying of paws

Continued on page 6

TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org
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www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

Lose 1–3 Pant or Dress
Sizes in 2 Weeks—

WITH NO DOWNTIME

Now it’s possible to get a lean body like singer Rihanna’s 
with proven, safe & painless alternative to surgery.

The Zerona™ removes fat & reduces inches.
Zerona™ Laser of New York uses the new 100% non-
invasive, FDA approved, Zerona™, which targets & melts 
fat with 5 laser beams. The melted fat exits the body 
through the lymphatic system.

You can expect to experience a loss of 3-9
inches from the waist, hips & thighs and reduction in 
clothes size in two weeks.

“Inches are inches, and the Zerona™ removes inches,
more than four inches on the “test” case we did for The Doctors. 
I have to admit I didn’t believe it at first either.”

Dr. Drew Ordon—Lead Physician on the Hit TV Show
“The Doctors”

Are you right for Zerona™?
Attend a FREE workshop ($79 value)

Tuesday, October 14th at 6:00 pm
Tuesday, October 21st at 6:00 pm
Tuesday, October 28th at 6:00 pm

Limited Seating
Call (718) 234-6212
to reserve your seat.

Rihanna

SLIM STUBBORN  
FAT FROM

Tummy
Back
Hips
Thighs
Buttocks
Love Handles
Chin & Neck
Arms

BY MAX JAEGER
A shelved, controversially 
huge Sunset Park develop-
ment is back — and bigger 
than ever.

Developers are resur-
recting the plan to build a 
massive mixed-use devel-
opment called Eighth Av-
enue Center at the corner 
of Eighth Avenue and 62nd 
Street. The lot’s new owner 
is going bigger, but he said 

TOWERING PLAN: Designs call for an offi ce tower, a hotel, and two residential buildings to rise from 
a two-story ground-fl oor retail space, the architect said. Raymond Chan Architects

Big plans for Sunset Park 
the mix of residential and 
shopping won’t put a bur-
den on area streets and 
transit.

“We’re trying to min-
imize impact to the ad-
jacent area,” Raymond 
Chan said. “We want to 
keep the traffi c within the 
building itself. All load-
ing and parking will be 
underground.”

Plans call for a three-
story, Chelsea Market-
style retail space to cover 
the entire site, which is 
covers an area about as 
big as three football fi elds. 
Rising from that base will 
be a 150-room hotel stand-
ing about 10 stories, two 
15-story residential towers 
with a combined 350 apart-
ments, and an offi ce tower 
standing 17 stories, Chan 
said. 

A public green space 
and sculpture garden will 
cover exposed sections of 
the retail building’s roof, 
and a library, computer 
lab, and space for a pre-
kindergarten program 
will serve the area’s bur-
geoning immigrant popu-
lation, he said.

The area is zoned for 
manufacturing, but the 
previous owner secured a 
variance in 2007 to allow a 
mixed-use building with a 
total fl oor area roughly six 
times the lot’s size, city re-
cords show. 

Most buildings in 
the area top out at four 
stories, and the proj-
ect would dwarf even 
the tallest nearby struc-
tures, which stand eight 
stories.

In 2007, developer An-
drew Kohen owned the 
site and asked Community 
Board 10 to support a vari-
ance that would let him 
build an 11-story apart-
ment complex and a Home 
Depot on the lot, but  the 
board panned the proposal 
as being out-of-scale for 
the neighborhood . 

But the community 
board, which is only an 
advisory body to the city, 
ultimately relented,  giv-
ing the project its blessing 
with the provision that a 
fi fth of the apartments be 
rented at below-market 
rates . Ultimately  Kohen 
abandoned plans for the 
project in 2008 , citing the 
economic collapse. 

Kohen sold the lot to 
Chan and a consortium of 
developers for $51.5 million 
earlier this year,  property 
records show . The land is 
adjacent to the Sea Beach 
Line’s Eighth Avenue Sta-
tion and the N train, which 
has seen  a surge in rider-
ship during the last decade  
as the area’s population 
swelled. 

To build the project, 
Chan needs to renew the 
variance Kohen obtained, 
but he has not yet formally 
submitted plans to the city 
or the community board, 
board district manager Jo-
sephine Beckmann said. 
The board’s zoning and 
land use committee has 
met with the developer’s 
attorney and will address 
the project when Chan sub-
mits plans, zoning commit-
tee chairwoman Ann Falu-
tico said.

New developer resurrects old project on Eighth Ave.

NO BIG BOXES: The development will be anchored by a Chelsea-
Market style mall with small stores, the architect said. 
 Raymond Chan Architects
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
And for my next work, I 

present “Condom, fl oating 
with dead rat.”

Artists fl ocked to the 
banks of the Gowanus Ca-
nal on Sept. 27 to commit 
the pollution-laden water-
way to canvas. The gath-
ering of painters and doo-
dlers was meant to give 
unfettered expression to 
the fetid inlet, the orga-
nizer said.

“Seeing the landscape 
through the eyes of artists 
is a great way of looking 
at the canal,” said Jessica 
Dalrymple, a Greenwood 
Heights artist and volun-
teer coordinator with the 
Gowanus Canal Conser-
vancy. “You can really see 
the potential there for a 
beautiful landscape.”

The Conservancy 
works to clean up the area 
surrounding the canal, in-
cluding planting and car-
ing for trees and plots of 
greenery that help keep 
toxic runoff from further 
polluting the federal Su-
perfund site.

Dalrymple said she or-
ganized the painting day 
to connect the group with 
Gowanus’s artistic commu-
nity.

“I just wanted to get as 
many people as possible 
there and see what hap-

pened,” she said.
Dozens turned out to 

sketch or paint the canal, 
some from as far away as 
Connecticut and New Jer-
sey, she said. One partici-
pant said the art-in was a 
way of capturing the indus-
trial detritus of the area 
before it is replaced with 
shiny condos.

“The canal is an un-
usual piece of urban land-
scape,” said Jennifer Rob-

erts, a Jersey City painter 
and pal of Dalrymple. “It is 
sure to get developed in the 
future, so this was a nice 
opportunity to get a differ-
ent perspective of it.”

This isn’t the fi rst at-
tempt by artists to channel 
the foul channel. Last year 
Red Hook artist Mie Olise 
communed with the nox-
ious canal by  shoveling up 
black sludge from its bot-
tom to paint with .

POLLUTED PORTRAIT: Jennifer Roberts of New Jersey fi nds her muse in Brooklyn’s nautical purga-
tory during Plein Air on the Canal on Sept. 27 at the Salt Lot in Gowanus. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Painters gather to render Gowanus Canal

By the river fumes

SUPERFUND SIGHT: (Above) 
Jean-Pierre Jacquet of Con-
necticut and Paris pauses to 
contemplate the surly beau-
ty of the Gowanus Canal dur-
ing the art event. (Left) Mark 
Leibowitz scrawls a picture 
of the murky depths of the 
canal. 
 Photos by Elizabeth Graham
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BY VANESSA OGLE
Life in Sheepshead Bay is 
about to reach a whole new 
level. 

A 333-foot residential 
tower is coming to Voorhies 
Avenue and Sheepshead 
Bay Road, according to 
plans released by the devel-
oper last week.

The new skyscraper 
will be 83 feet taller than 
the Parachute Jump, and 
three times the height of 
the tallest buildings in the 
neighborhood.

 But because the 30-story 
project doesn’t confl ict with 
local zoning, it does not re-
quire community board ap-
proval, so the development 
can break ground as soon 
as the Department of Build-
ings approves the plans. 

The developers met with 

members of Community 
Board 15 nonetheless to 
discuss the inevitable im-
pact the massive, 250-unit 
building will have on the 
community, and the chair-
woman said the board said 
she’s especially concerned 
about the roadway conges-
tion likely with an infl ux of 
new neighbors. 

“We did give them in-
put, such as traffi c and in-
frastructure,” said CB15 
chairwoman Theresa 
Scavo. “I worry about the 
infrastructure. I worry 
about the traffi c.”

The foundation for the 
high-rise project was laid 
in July, when Muss Devel-
opment and AvalonBay 
Communities bought two 
adjacent sites near the in-
tersection of Voorhies Av-

enue and Sheepshead Bay 
Road,  according to the 
Commercial Observer . 

The combined area is 
nearly as large as fi ve foot-
ball fi elds.  The footprint of 
the new building will cover 
most of that area, along 
with 176 parking spaces  — 
124 enclosed parking spots 
and 52 outside spots — and 
the rest will create walk-
ways linking the develop-
ment to Sheepshead Bay 
Road and Voorhies Avenue, 
according to plans.  Per-
kins Eastman Architects 
PC is designing the sprawl-
ing site. 

Since the project is vir-
tually inevitable, Scavo 
said residents should look 
at the upside of the develop-
ment. New residents could 
be good for the community, 

she said, especially since 
the newcomers will live 
so close to businesses still 
struggling after Hurricane 
Sandy.  

“You’re bringing 250 
new families to the commu-
nity that are going to spend 
money at Sheepshead Bay 

Road,” said Scavo. “It is go-
ing to bring new business 
to the area.”

There is no date yet for 
construction to begin, but 
a spokesman for the devel-
oper said the community 
will be informed when 
plans are fi nalized with the 

exact numbers of units and 
stories, which may change. 

 “As we continue to eval-
uate and fi nalize our proj-
ect plans, we look forward 
to briefi ng the community 
in the near future,” said 
Jeff Kay, a spokesman for 
Muss Development.

Massive skyscraper for Voorhies Ave.

TALL TOWER: A 30-story residential building is set to come to this vacant Voorhies Avenue lot after 
the Department of Buildings approves the proposal, which does not need community approval.  
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Tower rising 

animals, and spreading 
the gospel. 

In the Christian ver-
sion of the rite, a priest 
leads the f lock in prayer, 
then congregants line up 
to get their pets a hands-
on blessing.

The Henes version is 
similar, but with a dif-
ferent script. And as her 
white-collared counter-
parts do, she tries to im-
bue the critters with good 
luck, good health, and 
long happy lives. Then 
she slips the pets a treat 
for their troubles.

Most of the animals 
who get the Henes touch 
are dogs, but she has seen 
stranger species in her 
day. 

Last year, according to 

Henes, a woman brought 
a stuffed cat and asked 
that she bless it in place 
of the colony of stray cats 
the woman was feeding. 
Henes said she obliged.

“Blessing of the ani-
mals” at Grand Army 
Plaza (Prospect Heights, 
www.donn ah en e s .n et). 
Oct. 11, noon–4 pm. Free. 
Bring your own animal.

GRAND ARMY SHAMAN: Donna “Mama Donna” Henes, center, 
claps as children participate in a fall equinox ceremony at Grand 
Army Plaza on Sept. 22. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

SHAMAN
Continued from page 3

BY VANESSA OGLE
A love triangle turned 
deadly when a Midwood 
woman’s boyfriend and 
ex-boyfriend died in a bar-
rage of police gunshots on 
Monday. 

Police say an enraged ex-
boyfriend toting two knives 
attempted to assault the 
woman in front of her two 
children at her apartment 
on Ocean Parkway near E. 
Fifth Street at 7:18 pm on 
Sept. 29. 

The woman’s current 
boyfriend entered the 
apartment at approxi-

mately the same time as 
police, according to au-
thorities.   

Police ordered the ex 
to drop his knife, but cops 
say he ignored their com-
mands. Offi cers shot the 
man — though a police 
spokeswoman could not 
say how many times — 
and he was pronounced 
dead at the scene. 

The current boyfriend 
sustained injures to his 
torso during the incident 
and was transported to 
Maimonides Medical Cen-
ter, where he was also pro-

nounced dead. It is unclear 
if he died from stab wounds 
or gunshots, according to a 
police spokeswoman.

“That is to be deter-
mined,” she said. 

Three police offi cers 
were transported to Mai-
monides Medical Center to 
treat tinnitus, an ear-ring-
ing condition common af-
ter hearing loud noises.

The woman and her kids, 
a 7-year-old boy and 6-year-
old girl, locked themselves 
in the bathroom during the 
incident and sustained no 
injuries, cops said. 

Two dead in M’wood 
after cops open fi re
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overwhelming the area — 
and they want a cap on en-
rollment.

“It is just too much for 
the small community,” said 
Elliot Goryachkovsky, who 
lives in Manhattan Beach 
and is part of the coalition. 
“It is a community college, 
it is not a full university — 
it has just gotten way, way 
out of hand.”

The petition titled 
“Save your community, 
your home, your fam-
ily” is being circulating 
around the neighborhood 
by the Manhattan Beach 
Coalition for Safety, a new 
group that formed after 
a Sept. 17 meeting of the 
Manhattan Beach Com-
munity Group got heated 
when locals debated the 

college’s responsibility to 
reduce students’ impact 
on the community. 

Neighborhood com-
plaints listed in the peti-
tion include drag racing 
on Shore and Oriental bou-
levards, illegal drug use, 
students parking in private 
driveways, and a lingering 
smell of garbage near the 
institution’s entrance. 

Goryachkovsky said the 
college needs to take more 
responsibility for the stu-
dents — even when they’re 
not on school property. He 
said the institution should 
increase its campus secu-
rity and request additional 
police offi cers to patrol off-
campus areas outside of the 
school’s jurisdiction.  

“They’re the ones that 
are attracting so many peo-
ple — they have to be respon-
sible,” he said. “They have 
to coordinate with the local 

police. They have to provide 
their own services.”

The community college 
polices its students’ behav-
ior while they are on cam-
pus, according to Kings-
borough spokeswoman 
Dawn Walker, but incidents 
that happen away from the 
school’s 71-acre campus at 
the easternmost end of Man-
hattan Beach are referred 
to city law enforcement.

Walker noted that over-
all enrollment is actually 
down by almost 1,000 stu-
dents from last year, but 
Goryachkovsky said the 
area is still unequipped for 
so many people. He said the 
best way for the college to 
decrease its students’ im-
pact on the neighborhood 
is by capping its enroll-
ment, just like local busi-
nesses have a customer ca-
pacity — but at a number 
the neighborhood picks. 

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
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Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 
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= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
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Centrally Located
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Tel: 718-854-7900
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ANYTIME

24/7
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BY MAX JAEGER
Edison killed the 

vaudeville star — now 
the vaudeville star wants 
to kill Edison!

Dick Zigun, Coney Is-
land’s unoffi cial mayor 
and the mastermind be-
hind the Mermaid Pa-
rade, is reviving a play 
he wrote in 1985, which 
will run at his Surf Av-
enue fun palace Side-
shows by the Seashore 
from Oct. 10–Nov. 2. The 
Yale Drama School alum 
said the production, ti-
tled “Dead End Dummy,” 
is an avant-guarde take 
on an archaic subject — 
the turn-of-the-century 
American stage phenom-
enon vaudeville.

“It’s a psychological 
portrait of a ventrilo-
quist’s descent into the-
atrical hell,” said play-
wright Dick Zigun. “He 
blames [Thomas] Edison 
for death of vaudeville and 
sets out on a lifelong quest 
to get revenge.”

Edison is credited with 
inventing the motion picture 
projector, which sounded 
the death knell for the once-
pervasive form of entertain-
ment, Zigun explained.

“It was considered a 

signifi cant art form in the 
particular world that ex-
isted before the invention 
of movies — particularly 
talkies — and all the elec-
tronic media,” he said.

The production draws 
on performative elements 
from vaudeville and prom-
ises all the color and bawdy 
delight of an old-school 

stage show, including 
singing, ventriloquism, 
and the “antiquated 
[Francois] Delsarte act-
ing system of extreme 
gestures,” Zigun said.

The performance 
marks the fi rst revival 
of the fi rst play Zigun’s 
non-profi t Coney Island 
USA ever staged, Zigun 
said. But this time, Zi-
gun isn’t directing — in-
stead, he put the play in 
the capable hands of lo-
cal author and performer 
 Trav S.D. , he said.

“He is his genera-
tion’s foremost expert on 
vaudeville,” Zigun said. 
“He literally wrote the 
book — ‘No Applause, 
Just Throw Money.’ ”

And don’t expect a re-
peat of the performance 
from three decades ago, 
either, Zigun said.

“It’s a different in-
terpretation of the one 

from ’85,” he said. “I doubt 
there’s many people who 
are around who saw it back 
then.”

“Dead End Dummy” 
at Sideshows by the Sea-
shore [1208 Surf Ave. at W. 
12th Street in Coney Island, 
www.coneyisland.com). 
Oct. 10–Nov. 2 at 8 pm. $15.

Zigun revives play about ventriloquist

REPLAY: People’s Playground impres-
sario Dick Zigun is reviving his 1985 
play “Dead End Dummy.” 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Play it again!

Continued from page 1 
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BY VANESSA OGLE
A former Marine Park 
councilman is turning to 
social media to fi nd a donor 
for a kidney transplant. 

Lew Fidler, who rep-
resented the area in the 
Council for 12 years, an-
nounced in a  Facebook 
post last week  that he 
needs a transplant — and 
quickly. 

“I need a kidney trans-
plant as soon as possible,” 
he wrote. “Please help me 
search for an altruistic do-
nor by sharing this post 
and encouraging your FB 
friends to do the same.”

Fidler suffered kidney 
failure in 2012 after suf-
fering a severe allergic 
reaction to a prescription 
medication, and has been 
on dialysis ever since. The 
thrice-weekly treatment 
can take a heavy toll on 
the body — especially the 
heart — so the 58-year-old 
former politician decided 
to seek a transplant.

Fidler has been on the 
organ transplant wait-
ing list since the spring of 
2013, but the average wait 
for a matching kidney har-
vested from a deceased do-
nor is three to fi ve years, 
and could be much longer.

So Fidler turned to 
Renewal, a Borough 
Park-based organization 
that helps match kidney 
patients with living do-
nors.

“They assist you in 
reaching out and they assist 
anyone who is interested in 
donating to anybody,” Fi-
dler said, adding that if a 
prospective donor doesn’t 
match his A-positive blood 
type, the donor could vol-
unteer to help someone else. 
“If they’re not a match for 
me, they will be matched 
to someone else in the Re-
newal database.”

Fidler said that donating 
a kidney should not be taken 
lightly, but stressed that the 
surgery is not debilitating 

and recovery is swift. 
“Kidney donation, 

while it is certainly a lot 
more than giving a pint 
of blood, it’s not a horren-
dous ordeal for the donor,” 
he said. “The donor is usu-
ally able to get back to 
work pretty quickly.”

The response to Fidler’s 
appeal so far has been sup-
portive, he said, one solic-
itation he received made 
him want to reiterate that 
he is looking for an altruis-
tic donation offered purely 
from the goodness of the 
donor’s heart.

“Someone called me the 
other day and started talk-
ing to me about buying a 
kidney in India or China 
— it just struck me as so un-
civilized,” he said. “People 
selling parts of their body 
— that, to me, is just not 
right.”

Renewal [5904 13th 
Ave. between 59th and 
60th streets, (718) 431–9831, 
www.life-renewal.org]. 

Former councilman appeals for kidney donation

GIFT OF LIFE: Former Councilman Lew Fidler, seen here at one of his annual Christmas Toys-For-Tots 
drives, is hoping to fi nd a matching donor generous enough to give him a kidney. 
 File photo by Steve Solomonson

Lew Fidler, on dialysis since 2012, hopes to fi nd a match for life-saving organ gift
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Call threatening  to shutter 
the emergency department 
the state has maintained 
since it closed the hospital 
on May 22, as reported by 
Capital New York.

McCall hailed the lat-
est development in the 
saga that began when 
his team first tried to 
close the hospital in 
Feb. 2013.

“NYU Langone Medical 
Center can soon begin pro-
viding their world-class 
services, and SUNY can 
return to providing its stu-
dents with a world-class 
education,” he said in a 
statement.

The $240-million For-
tis sale was the third re-
development bid to be 
considered after talks col-
lapsed around the preced-
ing proposals. The bids 
came out of a complex 
scoring process mandated 
by a February court set-
tlement that ended  a law-
suit brought by commu-
nity groups and staffers 
unions seeking to halt the 
closure . The unions  sued 
again in August , saying 
New York University was 
failing to hire former hos-
pital workers to staff its 
planned healthcare facil-
ity, as the settlement says 
it must.

In his ruling, Baynes 
wrote that the means of 
enforcing the terms of the 
settlement, as the New 
York State Nurses Asso-
ciation and another union 
demanded, is not actually 

a part of the settlement, 
and thus he had to butt out 
of the sale.

“It is the court’s find-
ing that the relief sought 
by NYSNA was never 
contemplated by the set-
tlement agreement be-
tween the parties,” he 
wrote.

A rep for the union said 
the legal team had not yet 
decided whether to ap-
peal.

“We are disappointed in 
the ruling. We are review-
ing the court’s decision 
and considering our op-
tions. We remain commit-
ted to protecting care for 
Brooklyn patients,” said 
New York State Nurses As-
sociation spokeswoman 
Eliza Bates.

As for New York Uni-
versity, honchos there are 
happy to have gotten their 
way.

“NYU Langone Medical 
Center is looking forward 
to expanding our practice 
of excellent healthcare at 
the NYU Langone Cobble 
Hill facility,” a spokes-
woman said.

Employees and activ-
ists rallied in front of the 
shuttered hospital last 
week alongside pols, in-
cluding Comptroller Scott 
Stringer, councilmen 
Steve Levin (D–Brook-
lyn Heights) and Carlos 
Menchaca (D–Red Hook), 
and Democratic Assembly 
nominee Jo Anne Simon. 
Stringer condemned the 
selling-off of the medical 
campus this way:

“What has happened 
over the last 18 months 
is nothing short of dis-

graceful,” he said at the 
rally on Sept. 24. “We 
have put luxury condos 
at the forefront of this 
discussion.”

Stringer’s hand-wring-
ing signalled a challenge 
to Mayor DeBlasio, who 
during his 2013 campaign 
 got himself arrested at a 
protest to save the hospi-
tal , but as mayor called 
the February settlement 
“truly historic,” though it 
meant closing the hospi-
tal.

The only piece of the 
former hospital still open 
is a freestanding emer-
gency department that 
does not accept ambu-
lances, which critics ar-
gue makes it a glorifi ed 
walk-in clinic. Services at 
the planned complex are 
set to include the emer-
gency department, obser-
vation beds, primary and 
preventative care offi ces, 
nine specialty depart-
ments, an ambulatory sur-
gery center, and a human 
immunodefi ciency virus 
clinic, according to the de-
veloper.

The state university 
system took over the 
hospital from the man-
agement company Con-
tinuum Health Partners 
in 2011, then claimed 
the facility was a money 
loser and tried to close 
it. 

A report by the Brook-
lyn Eagle claims that 
state administrators 
 failed to bill for more 
than $100 million in pa-
tient services  while the 
medical center was still 
open.

Continued from page 1 
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ACTIVIST ACTIVITY: Comptroller Scott Stringer showed up for another rally at the former site of Long 
Island College Hospital, which currently houses only an emergency room. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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Skanska honcho Richard 
Kennedy in a statement.

But a judge last week 
refused to let the builder 
out of a formal partner-
ship it created with Forest 
City for the project, and 
instead ordered the two to 
go back to the negotiating 
table to work out settle-
ment terms in the face of 
dueling lawsuits.

Skanska fi rst sought 
to back out of the complex 
construction project in Au-
gust with a letter to Forest 
City demanding $50 mil-
lion in costs it said were 
the developer’s fault. The 
letter includes an ominous 
charge that design fl aws 
could mean B2 will leak 
along the many lines where 
the modular boxes meet on 
the building’s exterior, as 
fi rst  reported  by the Atlan-
tic Yards Report blog.

“It is producing a 
building for which there 
can be no certainty as to 
whether it will experi-
ence leaking at the thou-
sands of joints between 
module facade elements,” 
Kennedy wrote in the 
Aug. 8 letter.

Skanska declined to 

further explain the claim, 
citing the ongoing legal 
dispute. A Forest City 
spokesman called the 
charge baseless, and the 
company’s head said it 
stands by the modular de-
sign.

“We believe in modular 
and have worked tirelessly 
to get B2 back on track,” 
said MaryAnne Gilmartin 
in a statement.

The developer is also 
criticizing Skanska for 
the ongoing work stop-
page, which shuttered the 
Navy Yard plant where 
the apartment boxes were 
being fabricated and idled 
the work site on the cor-
ner of Flatbush Avenue 
and Dean Street, putting 
157 employees out of work. 
Forest City says Skanska’s 
attempt to walk off the job 
is really a form of extor-
tion.

“Skanska has re-
sponded with inaction 
and inertia, trying to le-
verage us financially by 
stonewalling B2’s prog-
ress,” Gilmartin said. 
“These are deplorable 
and disappointing tactics 
that show remarkable in-
difference to the wellbe-
ing of these workers and 
the project.”

B2 currently stands 10 

stories tall, 22 stories shy 
of its planned height.

The detente could af-
fect the timeline of the 
larger 16-tower mega-de-
velopment, which Forest 
City and its Chinese-gov-
ernment-owned partner 
Greenland have said will 
be completed by 2035.

The latest projected 
deadline is nearly two de-
cades later than Forest 
City’s original fi nish date 
of 2016.

The two companies 
agreed in June to fi nish all 
the promised below-mar-
ket dwellings by 2025 or 
face fi nes from the state.

A Greenland spokes-
man broke the company’s 
silence in early September 
to deny that the feud will 
affect the rest of the proj-
ect.

Another building is 
on track for a Decem-
ber ground-breaking, he 
said.

Greenland owns a 
70-percent stake in the 
un-built portion of the 
project, but does not have 
a say in what goes on with 
the Barclays Center or 
B2.

Forest City and Green-
land have asked the public 
to refer to the development 
as “Pacifi c Park.”

scrapes, as well as vaginal 
bleeding as a result of the 
incident, according to her 
lawyer.

Amezquita was handed 
a summons for disorderly 
conduct.

The disturbing video is 
the second to surface in as 
many weeks depicting police 
in the 72nd Precinct appar-
ently roughing up Sunset 
Park residents over low-level 
quality-of-life offenses.

Another El Grito video 
posted Sept. 16 shows a cop 
kicking a street vendor 
who had been pinned to the 
ground by fellow offi cers. 
The police were trying to 
get the vendor to pack up 
and leave about 30 minutes 
after a street festival had 
ended when the confronta-
tion got ugly.

Offi cers in both inci-
dents are under investiga-
tion, according to police. 
The offi cer who kicked 
the street vendor was sus-
pended, and the offi cer who 

cuffed Amezquita is now 
on desk duty, police said. 
That offi cer, however, was 
not being punished for tak-
ing down Amezquita — but 
rather got desk duty for 
 fl inging a second woman 
into Fifth Avenue during 
the same melee, the Daily 
News reports . 

The punitive measures 
against the offi cers do not go 

far enough, Flores said. 
The group is calling on 
Mayor DeBlasio not only 
boot the two offi cers off 
the force, but also oust his 
top cop, Police Commis-
sioner Bill Bratton.

“That, for us, is not suf-
fi cient,” he said. “We want 
these police offi cers to be 
fi red. We want DeBlasio 
to fi re Bratton. He’s the 
one that brought about 
the broken windows the-
ory. The results of that 
are street vendors being 
kicked while handcuffed.”

The area’s council-
man said the police de-
partment needs to take 
a step back and reassess 
how it deals with minor 
crimes.
“They’re going from 

zero to aggressive in no 
time,” Councilman Car-
los Menchaca (D–Sunset 
Park) told WNYC on Sept. 
26. “There’s a culture that 
needs to shift, and it’s not 
just the precinct, it’s city-
wide. The community 
wants to celebrate its po-
lice, but they can’t do that 
without trust.”

Continued from page 1 
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PREGANANT WITH EMOTION: 
Victim Sandra Amezquita and her 
supporters are calling for more 
police accountability following the 
release of a video that shows cops 
slamming the pregnant woman to 
the ground and piling on top in 
Sunset Park last weekend. 
 Photo by Paul Martinka





BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

OC
T. 

5,
 2

01
4

12

Deep Tissue Laser Treatment is an innovative, scientifically 
based, therapeutic modality. This new technology 
offers advanced pain relief and expedited healing times 
through a process known as photobiostimulation.

Deep Tissue Laser Treatment delivers, deep, 
penetrating, photonic (light) energy to bring about 
profound physiological changes. ATP (Adenosine-
triphosphate) production is increased, inflammation 
and pain reduced and circulation increased at the site of 
pain. These changes in cellular chemistry are triggered by 
the deep tissue laser making it a true healing modality.

Deep Tissue Laser Therapy does not require the use 
of drugs or surgery, and there are no known side effects 
or risks that may occur with other forms of treatment. 
In addition, it can often achieve results faster than other 
treatment modalities. During the treatment the patient 
will feel a deep soothing warmth. This pleasant sensation 
reassures the patient that the laser is stimulating cellular 
activity.

Lasers have made a remarkable contribution toward 
healthcare, allowing practitioners to treat a variety of 
conditions with the speed of light. As a non-invasive 
tool, the laser is particularly effective for the efficient 
treatment of soft tissue injuries, sprains and strains, and 
a variety of other ailments and pain.

Low Level Laser enhances metabolic activity at the 
cellular level, without generating tissue-damaging heat.

Some of the benefits of laser treatment include:

  and scar tissue formation

packs a punch while remaining non-invasive. The Class 

with a treatment beam of up to 3 inches.
Because the Class IV laser reaches deep into the 

tissues, it is ideal for treating sprains and strains, arthritis, 
calcified muscles and fibrotic adhesions, as well as intra-
articular tissues inside of the joints. Its far-reaching 
capabilities also allow the Class IV to achieve results 
in less time than most cold lasers currently used today. 
With treatment times of as little as 5 to 15 minutes, the 
Class IV laser allows many conditions to vastly improve 
within a few visits. Oftentimes, patients find immediate, 
soothing relief that improves with each treatment.

A partial list of the kind of conditions that can be 
helped… 

If you are tired of living with pain and would like 
to see if you qualify for deep tissue laser treatment call 
718-234-6206 for a FREE CONSULTATION right 

with Deep Tissue Laser Treatment, that she offers one 
FREE treatment to see if you respond and if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new non surgical pain 
relieving treatment. Due to the overwhelming response 
to this type of offer, this offer will be good for the first 

Listen to what patients are saying: 
“I had been suffering from knee pain for many 
months before I tried laser treatments using Deep 
Tissue Laser. After just a couple treatments, my knee 
pain was reduced to the point where I can finally 
live a more normal life again. These treatments are 
simply remarkable!” 
 - Jennifer C. 

 “I started treatments with Deep Tissue Laser 
after I had injured my neck in a car accident. The 
treatments allowed me to return to work much more 
quickly than anyone had expected, considering the 
pain I was in. During the treatments, all I felt was a 
warming sensation as the laser was moved across the 
injured area where all my pain was. After just three 
short treatments, my pain was almost totally gone. 
Thanks, Doctor!” 
 - Jason B. 

“The Deep Tissue Laser treatments I received 
dramatically helped my recovery from a broken leg. 
Not only did it help reduce the swelling, the pain 
relief I experienced was nothing short of miraculous. 
My orthopedic doctor was amazed with the results.” 
- John M. 

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller
5911 16th Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11204
brooklynspinecenter.com

718.234.6206
Does not apply to federal beneficiaries 

Are You Suffering With Severe Constant Pain?
New Laser Light Breakthrough Treatment

 May Reduce Or Even Eliminate Pain 
Of  The Worst Kind In Just Minutes

If you are suffering with severe pain despite all the treatments, that may have failed you 
in the past, you may now have some hope of reducing or even eliminating your pain 

with a new non-surgical, painless laser treatment now available in Brooklyn.
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