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BY VANESSA OGLE
Thrill-seeking drivers liv-
ing life in the fast lane are 
putting the lives of Marine 
Park residents at risk, and 
if cops don’t do something 
soon, someone is going to 
get killed, residents claim. 

So many speeding ve-
hicles — including cars, 
trucks, and motorcycles 

— are racing down the 
neighborhood’s residential 
roads, that the city could 
make a killing on tickets 
if summons were issued 
more regularly, one resi-
dent claimed.

“If citizens were al-
lowed to give out traffi c 
tickets, we could balance 
the budget in 10 minutes,” 

said Howard Leibowitz. 
Leibowitz said the ve-

hicles aren’t monitored — 
especially when they’re on 
side streets. And because 
there are more law-break-
ing drivers than police offi -
cers patrolling, the drivers 
are able to make a speedy 
getaway and escape tickets 

BY MAX JAEGER
This one got heated.

Candidates for Bay Ridge’s 
state senate seat got out of their 
chairs and into each others faces 
as they squared off over what 
rights New York should extend 
to non-citizens at the candidates’ 
second debate on Oct. 1 at the Bay 
Ridge Council on Aging. 

State Sen. Martin Golden (R–
Bay Ridge) asked Democratic 
challenger James Kemmerer if 
he would extend state-level vot-
ing rights to non-citizens. Kem-
merer responded that he would 
not support a Bronx lawmak-
er’s bill that included such a 
provision, but Golden pounced, 
charging that Kemmerer was 
evading the question.

“Why can’t you answer the 
question?” Golden said. “Would 
you vote for non-citizens — ”

“The measure you’re describ-
ing is in that bill, and I wouldn’t 
vote for that bill,” Kemmerer in-
terjected.

“No, no. I will say no a hun-
dred times if it makes you feel 
better. 

“No.”
The curve-ball question came 

from Golden himself, not the mod-

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
There is plenty of room 
Downtown to house the pa-
role offi ce Gowanus resi-
dents are fi ghting to keep 
out of their neighborhood, 
according to Borough Pres-
ident Adams.

Adams joined a chorus 
of pols questioning the con-
solidation of Brooklyn’s 

parole offi ces into a three-
story building where Sec-
ond Avenue dead-ends at 
the Gowanus Canal. But 
unlike his peers in politics, 
the Beep ventured a loca-
tion where the facilities 
could go instead.

“The criminal justice 
system doesn’t need to be 

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 10Continued on page 6

S’Bay locals 
fear falling 
branches

BY VANESSA OGLE
Sandy’s zombtrees are still 
poised to strike! 

Nearly two years after Hur-
ricane Sandy,  trees 
damaged by its salty 
storm surge  still 
loom over Sheep-
shead Bay.  

The  Parks De-
partment said it 
would deal with the 
dead and ailing trees 
by the end of the summer . But 
the autumnal air is a chilling 

Continued on page 10
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SEVERE SPEEDING: This 
Mercedes-Benz speeds down 
a residential strip on E. 35th 
Street and Avenue P in Ma-
rine Park.

Beep boos parole plan Speeder invasion in M’Park

Candidates 
clash over 

immigration
‘ZOMBTREES’ 

ON THE PROWL 
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Cathy Horvath, who helps rescue and rehabilitate wild birds of prey, holds an Eurasian eagle owl at “Raptor Fest” 
at Prospect Park on Oct. 5. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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* Rates are based on 8.45% Annual Percentage Rate with automatic loan payments for a term of 60 months.  Rates are based on 
credit worthiness.  Other rates and terms available.  Higher loan amounts available.  Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

Apply Online
www.bayridgeloans.org

718-680-2121
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
A police offi cer apparently 
knocked out a Clinton Hill 
teen with one blow after 
stopping him for smoking 
a cigarette, hitting him so 
hard he now has neurologi-
cal problems, according to 
the boy’s family.

Lawyers for Marcel 
Hamer say he was walk-
ing home from school down 
Gates Avenue with friends 
near Waverly Avenue 
around 3:30 pm on June 4, 
when the plainclothes cop 
jumped out of a blue van 
and accused him of smok-
ing marijuana. He and his 
friends started to run, then 
stopped, Hamer told a reg-
istered nurse at Brooklyn 
Hospital Center. The cop 
caught up to him, pushed 
him to the ground, and 
Hamer hit his left arm on a 
planter rail, after which he 
couldn’t move it, he said, 
according to medical re-
cords.

A video of the incident 
picks up with Hamer lying 
in the gutter, pleading with 
the offi cer to lay off as the 
cop holds him by the right 
hand, which according to 
Hamer’s account in medi-
cal records is handcuffed. 
The undercover orders, 
“Turn around.” 

“Mister, it was just a 
cigarette, sir,” Hamer says, 
without rolling over.

Teens, apparently 
friends of Hamer’s, hover 
nearby and the offi cer 
turns to one, still holding 
Hamer, and threatens him.

“Do you wanna get f----- 
up?” the cop says.

The moment of the ap-
parent knockout blow is 
partially obscured in the 
footage, but the offi cer ap-
pears to punch Hamer in 
the face with his left hand, 
prompting protests from 
Hamer’s friends.

“Yo, you wiling!” one 
teen says to the offi cer.

“Yeah, get it on fi lm,” 
the cop retorts.

The offi cer then repeats 
his order for Hamer to 
“turn around,” but Hamer 
is lying completely prone. 

“You knocked him out!” 
a female friend yells.

“Wake up, Cello,” an-

GRIM GATHERING: The family of Marcel Hamer, center, says that 
an offi cer stopped him in Clinton Hill as he was smoking a cigarette 
in June, then knocked him out. Now his mom, left, is suing, with 
lawyer James Ross, right.   Community News Group / Danielle Furfaro

Lawsuit: Cop’s blow 
damaged teen’s brain

other friend says.
A second man, appar-

ently also an undercover 
offi cer, runs over and helps 
the fi rst cop put cuffs on 
the apparently uncon-
scious teen, and at one 
point reaches into his back 
pocket. Hamer lies unmov-
ing in the 45 seconds be-
tween the punch and the 
video’s end.

“You going to jail on that 
one,” another teen says.

Hamer came to when 
paramedics were lifting 
him onto a stretcher and 
complained of blurred vi-
sion, a headache, and being 
unable to properly move his 
left arm, medical records 
show. He was handcuffed 
in his hospital bed and offi -
cers sat beside him during 
treatment, according to the 
records.

It is unclear what hap-
pened in the moments lead-
ing up to the punch, but 
Hamer’s family is calling 
for the offi cer to be crimi-
nally prosecuted.

“If what happened on 
this video was reversed 
and Marcel assaulted this 
offi cer in the same exact 
manner, Marcel would be 
prosecuted, and this offi -
cer should be prosecuted 
for what he did,” said at-
torney James Ross, who is 
handling the family’s civil 
suit.

Hamer, now 17, has suf-
fered from headaches, diz-
ziness, and memory loss 
since the incident, his mom 
said.

“He is always complain-
ing of headaches and he 
cannot remember things,” 
Mary Hamer said. “He used 
to be pretty sharp, and now 
I am helping him.”

Retired state Supreme 
Court judge William 
Thompson is also a mem-
ber of the legal team work-
ing on the case and said the 
incident is a symptom of a 
larger cultural problem in 
the NYPD.

“It is pervasive now, 
throughout the depart-
ment,” said attorney Wil-
liam Thompson. “It is in-
dicative of an attitude in 
the police department that 
is, ‘Them against us. Let’s 
do whatever we want.’ ”

The attorneys declined 
to release the name of the 
offi cer responsible. Hamer 
was charged with misde-
meanor disorderly con-
duct and pleaded guilty to 
a violation, according to 
Ross.

The NYPD would not 
comment on the incident 
other than to say that it is 
under investigation by the 
department’s Internal Af-
fairs Bureau.

The law fi rm released 
the video the same day as 
another piece of footage 
surfaced showing offi cers 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant 
punch and pistol-whip an 
unarmed teen who has his 
hands raised in surrender. 
Police arrested the teen 
for marijuana possession, 
according to  a report by 
DNAinfo .
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BY VANESSA OGLE
A woman was hit by a car in Gra-
vesend on Oct. 3 as she attempted to 
resuscitate her dog after it was hit by 
a different vehicle just moments be-
fore.

The driver of a Jeep Wrangler hit 
Kristin Rendina on W. Second Street 
and Avenue Z at 11:30 pm last Friday. 
Police say Rendina was in the street 
trying to save her dog, which had just 
been struck another driver.

“She was crouched down giving 
aid to her dog that was hit by another 
car,” said a police spokesman. 

Rendina was transported to Lu-
theran Medical Center in critical con-
dition. 

After initially fl eeing the scene, 
the driver later went to the precinct, 
according to the police spokesman. 

Police say no charges have been 
fi led at this time. 

BY VANESSA OGLE
A fi refi ghter behind the 
wheel of a fi re truck hit a 
pedestrian in Midwood on 
Oct. 3, fi re offi cials said.

It was the second crash 
on Avenue M involving 
that fi rehouse in as many 
months.

The smoke eater from 
Ladder Company 156 
struck the pedestrian on 
Avenue M at Coney Island 
Avenue at 1:28 pm while 
responding to a fi re on Av-
enue L and E. 10th Street, 
according to the Fire De-
partment. 

Hatzolah volunteer 
ambulance personnel 
transported the victim to 
Coney Island Hospital in 
stable condition, a depart-
ment spokesman said.

In August, a truck from 
the same ladder company 
 collided with a car on Av-
enue M and Bedford Ave-
nue  while the driver was 
responding to a report of 
a fi re that turned out to be 
a false alarm. 

The FDNY spokesman 
did not know if the same 
driver was involved in 
both incidents. 

BY MAX JAEGER
Police have nabbed the 
man they believe sent a 
woman tumbling face-
fi rst into the ground after 
he yanked a chain from 
around her neck at a Co-
ney Island bus stop back 
in July.

Offi cers arrested Fra-
zier Dickerson on Oct. 2 
in connection with the 
broad-daylight robbery, 
according to police.

Dickerson allegedly 
snatched a chain from 
around a woman’s neck 
while she was waiting at 
the bus stop on the cor-
ner of W. 31st Street and 

Mermaid Avenue at 1 pm 
on July 18. Dickerson al-
legedly  ripped the neck-
lace off with such force 
that the woman fell to the 
ground and suffered cuts 
and bruises to her face , 
police reports state. 

Paramedics took the 
woman to Coney Island 
Hospital, where she was 
admitted in stable condi-
tion, according to police.

Prosecutors are charg-
ing Dickerson with grand 
larceny, robbery, and pos-
session of stolen property, 
court records show. Dick-
erson’s attorney declined 
to comment on the case.

SCENE OF THE INCIDENT: The Highway Patrol Collision Investigation Squad takes stock 
of the scene, where a woman was critically injured by a driver while she was trying to save 
her dog, which had just been struck by another car.  Photo by Mark Mellone

ANOTHER ACCIDENT: Ladder Company 156 hit a pedestrian in 
Midwood — the fi re truck’s second accident in less than two 
months, according to FDNY offi cials. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Fire truck hits 
pedestrian in 

Midwood  

Woman struck by driver 
while trying to save dog

Police pinch jewelry snatcher

BY VANESSA OGLE
Police shot dead a knife-
wielding Sheepshead Bay 
man after he threatened his 
mother’s life on Oct. 3. 

Denis Volchkin was shot 
on E. 26th Street between 
Avenues X and Y after po-
lice responded to reports 
of a domestic dispute be-
tween the 28-year-old and 
his mother Friday night.

In the initial dispute at 
5:35 pm, Volchkin fl ed the 
scene after briefl y chok-
ing his mother, according 
to police. Then at 7:12 pm, 
Volchkin’s mother called 
police again and said her 
son had returned with 
several knives. The two 
offi cers who responded to 
the fi rst call met the sus-
pect’s mother outside her 
home. 

When police entered 
the home, the officers told 
Volchkin to drop his knife 

but police say he refused 
and lunged at the officers, 
according to police. An of-

ficer then shot Volchkin 
once in the chest. Volch-
kin was transported to 
Coney Island Hospital, 
where he was pronounced 
dead. 

Four months ago, Volch-
kin allegedly attacked Jon-
athan Cheban, a regular on 
“Keeping up with the Kar-
dashians,” with a knife at 
Sushi Couture in Sheep-
shead Bay,  according to 
TMZ .  The Hollywood news 
site  reported  that the at-
tack was foiled by Cheban’s 
bodyguard “Sal the Con-
tractor.”

The two offi cers in-
volved in last Firday’s 
shooting were transported 
to Lutheran Medical Cen-
ter with tinnitus, an ear-
ringing condition common 
after hearing a loud noise. 

BY MAX JAEGER
A Dyker Heights woman 
died after a driver hit her 
near the intersection of 
86th Street and 14th Ave-
nue on Oct. 6, police said.

The woman, who po-

lice identifi ed as Cris-
tina Alonso, was walking 
across 14th Avenue when 
a man driving a red 2002 
Ford Explorer struck her, 
offi cers stated. The woman 
was not crossing at a cross-

walk, a report says.
Paramedics took the 

woman to Lutheran Medi-
cal Center, where doctors 
pronounced her dead, ac-
cording to cops. Alonso 
lived about 20 blocks from 

the site of the crash, per a 
report.

The man remained 
on the scene, no charges 
have been fi led, and the 
investigation is ongoing, 
police said.

Knife-wielding man shot dead by cops in S’Bay

STAND BACK: Police offi cers gather outside the grisly scene, 
where 28-year-old Denis Volchkin was shot after refusing to drop 
his knives. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Dyker woman killed by driver while crossing the street
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Move along, nothing to do 
here.

Police are breaking up 
groups of teens in Down-
town, Fort Greene, and 
Park Slope who they say 
have been wreaking havoc 
when school lets out ever 
since the fall semester 
started, top cops said at a 
community board meet-
ing at the Ingersoll Com-
munity Center on Monday 
night. The crackdown con-
sists of offi cers tracking 
groups of kids across pre-
cincts and shooing them 
along when crowds get 
big, because that is when 
fi ghts start, according to 
the commanding offi cer of 
the 88th Precinct, which 
serves Fort Greene and 
Clinton Hill.

“The larger the crowds 
get, the more things start 
to move and shake,” said 
Capt. Peter Fiorillo.

The clampdown started 
last month after 88th Pre-

cinct brass met with top 
cops from Park Slope’s 78th 
Precinct, Downtown’s 84th 
Precinct, the police Tran-
sit Bureau, school safety 
agents, and managers from 
Atlantic Terminal mall, 
the Barclays Center, and 
MetroTech Center. The 
meeting of the minds took 
place in the MetroTech of-
fi ce of the pro-business 
Downtown Brooklyn Part-
nership. The main consid-
eration of that brainstorm-
ing session was fi guring 
out how to relay informa-
tion to monitor youngsters 
as they move across juris-
dictions, Fiorillo said.

“We wanted to fi gure 
out how to coordinate and 
give updates as the crowds 
come through the area,” 
Fiorillo said.

Police called the meet-
ing after a group of teens 
brawled with cops in the 
plaza in front of the Bar-
clays Center in mid-Sep-
tember, disrupting a 

Brooklyn Emerging Arts 
in Theater Festival con-
cert, and footage of the me-
lee was posted to YouTube. 
Fiorillo blamed the con-
cert, but DNAinfo  reported  
that witnesses and orga-
nizers said the kids were 
unconnected to the event.

“That was little music 
festival that spiraled a bit 
out of control,” Fiorillo 
said.

The agreed-upon tac-
tic that came out of the 
police-and-business pow-
wow is for offi cers to cruise 
around ordering gather-
ings of teens to disperse.

“They come out of 
school and stick around,” 
said Capt. Sergio Centa, 
the 84th Precinct com-
mander. “We want to get 
them home.”

When asked what the le-
gal basis is for demanding 
people leave public side-
walks, Fiorillo declined to 
provide one.

“The point is not to 

make arrests,” Fiorillo 
said. “We don’t want to do 
that. We just want them to 
keep moving.”

Fiorillo said he under-
stands why kids want to 
hang out after school, but 
he said when groups stick 
around too long, mischief 
starts.

“We know they’re kids. 
We know they’ve been 
pent up in school all day,” 
he said. “But the stagnant 
crowds cause our fi ghts.”

Another issue is that 
once a gathering starts, 
word of it spreads online 
and draws youths from 
outside the neighborhood, 
Fiorillo said.

“The message gets out 
quick,” he said. “We have 
kids from as far away as 
East New York.”

A civil rights lawyer 
who often sues the Police 
Department blasted the 
policy, saying it violates 
teens’ First Amendment 
right to freedom of assem-

bly and Fourth Amend-
ment right to freedom from 
discrimination based on 
their age.

“It’s straight up uncon-
stitutional,” said David 
Rankin, of the law fi rm 
Rankin and Taylor. 

Simply asking kids to 
move along would be al-
lowed, but for police to le-
gally order teens to dis-
perse, the group would 
have to be totally blocking 
sidewalk or road traffi c, he 
said.  Offi cers would never 
try it with another type of 
person that gives them ag-

ita, he added.
“Just because someone 

happens to be young and in 
a group is not a reason to 
harass them,” he said. “If 
there were 20 civil rights 
attorneys talking on a side-
walk, do you think they’d 
be asked to move along?”

The anti-hangout initia-
tive sparked a public rela-
tions battle last week after 
a Park Slope resident at a 
police community council 
meeting reported cops tell-
ing black teens to “get out 
of the neighborhood,” ac-

Offi cers in Slope, D’town, Fort Greene shoo youths

THE QUIET BEFORE THE STORM: Fort Greene’s top cop said he 
doesn’t want to see this kind of thing happening on his watch.
 Photo by Jason Speakman

Police sweep teens around town

Continued on page 5
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BY MAX JAEGER
It is about time Alicia 
Olatuja took another solo.

The Brooklyn singer 
fi rst caught the nation’s 
attention when she per-
formed a solo with the 
Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir 
at the 2013 Presidential in-
auguration. Now Olatuja 
is releasing her debut solo 
album, “Timeless,” which 
she will perform at Bric in 
Fort Greene on Oct. 16 — 
two days after the album 
drops. 

Olatuja defi es conven-
tion in both her life and 
music. For one thing, the 
Missouri-born musician 
didn’t make the typical 
jump from Middle America 
to the hip northern reaches 
of Kings County — in fact, 
she resides about as far as 
you can get from Williams-
burg, in Marine Park.

“Brooklyn has that 
cool, laid-back Zen any-
way, but Marine Park is a 
more quite family-oriented 
place,” Olatuja said. “I 
think when you tour and do 
all these shows, you kind of 
need a place that is close 
enough to get to the city but 
also brings that peaceful-
ness that was necessary to 
recharge.”

“Timeless” features six 
jazzy original tunes Olatuja 

wrote and co-arranged with 
pianist Jeremiah Abiah, 
but she also tackles “Over 
the Rainbow” and “Amaz-
ing Grace” — which both 
entered the jazz canon as 
pop standards — as well as 
some more contemporary 
tunes by Chaka Kahn and 
Stevie Wonder. The choices 

mirrors Olatuja’s 
own style, itself an 
eclectic mix.

“When you ab-
sorb all those dif-
ferent sounds and 
musical elements 
and then squeeze 
them out onto an 
album to tell your 
story, you’re going 
to get songs that 
have all those dif-
ferent fl avors,” she 
said.

And although 
Olatuja’s music 
has roots in gos-
pel, R&B, and jazz, 
she is classically 
trained. Growing 
up in a gospel choir, 
she saw fellow sing-
ers succumb to 
career-ending vo-
cal stress, so she 
vowed not to fall 
prey and started 
formal training.

“I needed to 
have an instrument 

that could keep up with my 
musical curiosity,” Olatuja 
said.

Alicia Olatuja at Bric 
House Ballroom (647 Ful-
ton St. between Rockwell 
and Ashalnd places in Fort 
Greene, www.bricartsme-
dia.org). Oct. 16 at 7:30 pm. 
$15–$20.

Breakout choir singer launches album

PITCH PERFECT: Classically trained 
Brooklyn vocalist Alicia Olatujah is re-
leasing her jazzy solo debut at Bric on 
Oct. 16. Carsten Fleck

She’s going solo

10-16-14
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cording to  DNAinfo . At that 
meeting, Park Slope’s com-
manding offi cer blamed 
“outside people” for commit-
ting “most of the crimes” in 
the neighborhood, the web-
site’s report states.

Police did not dispute 

the substance of the “get 
out of the neighborhood” 
exchange, but later claimed 
offi cers didn’t say the word 
“neighborhood,” and that 
they were responding to a 
fi ght and told the kids to 
“go home,” the New York 
Daily News  reported .

Tensions between po-
lice and kids came to a head 
Downtown in March, when 

police trying to oust high 
schoolers from a Chinese 
restaurant met resistance 
and, in the altercation that 
ensued, one offi cer pushed 
a 15-year-old girl through 
a picture window and fell 
through after her, accord-
ing to police and witnesses. 
A hundred teens stormed 
Jay Street after the inci-
dent, onlookers said.

TEENS
Continued from page 4

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.
LIVE UNITED

LIVEUNITED.ORG.
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erator. Both candidates 
were allowed to ask one 
question of each other at 
the end of the debate.

Kemmerer’s response 
arguably did not answer 
the exact question that 
Golden posed, but later 
Kemmerer fl atly told this 
paper he would not sup-
port extending voting 
rights to non-citizens.

“People are trying to 
open up a conversation, 
but a conversation is very 
different than a law,” 
Kemmerer said. “[Golden] 
posed that question to 
make me look like a far-
left liberal but that’s not 
the case.”

And that wasn’t the 

only time immigration 
came up at the morning 
match-up. Golden and 
Kemmerer also staked 
out their positions on the 
oft-proposed, but never 
realized New York State 
Dream Act, which would 
open college tuition assis-
tance to low-income non-
citizens. 

The candidates’ posi-
tions fell along familiar 
party lines.

“I will tell you one 
thing, what we’re doing 
by supporting the Dream 
Act is hurting the grand-
children of the people 
in this room trying to 
get into college,” Golden 
said.

Kemmerer said the 
Dream Act would be an 
economic boon for New 
York — and the right thing 

to do in a state that has 
long been a beacon for im-
migrants.

“We want to keep the 
best and brightest in our 
state, because it keeps us 
economically competi-

tive,” he said. 
“Our city is a city of im-

migrants, our country is 
a country of immigrants, 
and the last I checked, the 
Statue of Liberty was still 
in the harbor.”

spread all across Brook-
lyn,” Adams said, explain-
ing that Downtown is the 
obvious choice.

Brooklyn parole opera-
tions have been split between 
three Downtown locations 
since a developer booted a 
previous headquarters from 
its Livingston Street location 
several years ago in order to 
demolish the building. The 
parolee reporting station is 
currently located at 350 Liv-
ingston St., between Nevins 
Street and Flatbush Avenue 
Extension. Another offi ce 
is on Schermerhorn Street 
between Nevins and Third 
Avenue and a third sits on 
DeKalb Avenue between 
Fulton Street and Flatbush 
Avenue Extension. The of-
fi ces’ proximity to many 
bus and subway lines helps 
ex-offenders pinch pennies 
and stay out of trouble, Ad-
ams said.

“When you’re on parole, 
cab fare can be the differ-
ence between violating and 
not violating,” he said. “We 
shouldn’t make it more 
challenging.”

Adams said he would 
prefer to see the state De-
partment of Corrections 
and Community Supervi-
sion place the new head-
quarters in “preexisting 
space” located near the 
courts Downtown, but did 
not specify a particular 
building. An offi ce build-

ing Downtown would be a 
better fi t than a mixed in-
dustrial and residential 
area like Gowanus, he said. 
The Borough President, a 
former police offi cer, said 
he wants former prisoners 
to get every chance at re-
turning to society, but he 
appreciates the concerns of 
neighbors who predict the 
offi ce will create crime.

“Down the block from 
Miss Jones in her garden is 
not where you want parol-
ees walking by all day,” he 
said. “Parole does not fi t in 
a residential community.”  

In his opposition, Ad-
ams joins Councilman 
Brad Lander (D–Gow-
anus), Assemblywoman 
Joan Millman (D–Brook-
lyn Heights), and her pre-
sumptive replacement, 
Democratic nominee Jo 
Anne Simon. The offi cials 
question the secrecy that 
shrouded the decision to 
locate the new complex, 
and said that an offi ce op-
eration there would dilute 
the protections afforded to 
the area as an offi cial in-
dustrial zone created by 
the Bloomberg adminis-
tration.

“Once you lose indus-
trial space it’s gone for-
ever,” Adams said.

This paper  broke news 
of the parole plan in July , 
a full year after the state 
inked a deal with the build-
ing’s owners. The complex 
is set to serve 5,000 parol-
ees, or about 400 per day, 
according to the state. 

Continued from page 1 

DEBATE

Continued from page 1 

PAROLE
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KNOW WHEN TO SCAFFOLD ‘EM: Borough President Adams says 
the Brooklyn parole offi ce should be Downtown, not in this building 
at 15 Second Ave. in Gowanus.  File photo by Elizabeth Graham

JUST A SEC: State Sen. Marty Golden gets out of his chair to 
challenge a response from opponent James Kemmerer during a 
debate on Oct. 1. Photo by Steve Schnibbe

BY MAX JAEGER
Are you ready for some 
football?

The Brooklyn Bolts 
— one of four teams in 
the new Fall Experi-
mental Football League 
— is just days away from 
kicking off its fi rst game 
at MCU Park on Oct. 15, 
and the venerable New 
York–Penn League base-
ball stadium has already 
been transformed into a 
gridiron colosseum.

“You could walk in 
and start playing foot-
ball,” said MCU Park 
manager Steve Cohen.

But the fi eld won’t 
look quite like  the ini-
tial plans , because the 
layout would have side-
lined other sports that 
use the stadium.

“We realized we 
still have baseball go-

ing on between these 
games, and moving 
the mound each time 
would be a hassle,” 
Cohen said.

Schools including 
New York University 
use the fi eld in the 
Cyclones’ offseason, 
he said.

After the rear-
rangement, the end 
zones now abut the 
right fi eld bleach-
ers and the left fi eld 
seats — putting the 
play fi eld at a seem-
ingly awkward angle 
within the stadium’s 
horeshoe-shaped em-
brace. But one sea-
son-ticket holder said 
the new layout is a 
hands-down improve-
ment.

“It’s better,” said 

Ballpark changes layout for better views at Brooklyn Bolts games

CHANGE UP: MCU Park decided to change the fi eld layout for Brooklyn 
Bolts games to avoid having to move the pitcher’s mound. MCU park

MUSICAL CHAIRS

Continued on page 8
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Italian Cheesecake
Panna Cotta

Tortoni
Rice Pudding

*Third Course (Dolci)

Cutlets w/ Gorgonzola Sauce $15

Veal Rolls $15

Ravioli w/ Meatballs $12

Sausage w/ Broccoli Rabe $15

Chicken Cutlet Parmigiana $15

Broiled Boneless Salmon $15

Chicken ala Marsala or Francese $15

Lasagna Napolitano Diconstruture $13

Filet of Fish Francese $15

Trippa Siciliana $15

Chicken Scarpariello con Patate $15

Stuffed Pork Chop $15

Braised Lamb Shank $15

Eggplant Parmigiana w/ Ricotta $14

Fried Calamari Spicy Sauce $15

Second Course

Mozzarella & Roasted Red Peppers $12

Salad of the Day $8

Cold Antipasto $12

Fried Zucchini $8

Stuffed Mushrooms $12

Penne Bolognese $10

Grizolini di Polenta $8

Spiedini Romana (Mozz in Carrozza) $10

Baked Clams (6) $10

First Course

Carrot Soup
Creme of Poblano Soup
Lentils & Escarole Soup

Rice & Bean Soup
Ida’s Chicken Soup

Reuben Sandwich
Fresh Ham/Carnitas Sandwich

Pulled Pork Empanadas
Turkey Club w/ Bacon & Tomato

Hot Roast Beef w/ Melted Mozz. Sandwich
Sausage & Pepper Panini

Eggplant w/ Cheese on Ciabatta
I’m a Meatball Hero

Soup & Sandwich $12.95

Soup A La Carte $6
Sandwich A La Carte $10

House Wines By The Glass 25% Off

*Three Course Lunch Menu Available for $25

Brunch: Lunch: Mon.–Fri. 12–3

Private Party Room Available | 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK   | 12 Noon to 12 Midnight 

Introducing Brunch at

Lunch/BrunchBY NOAH HUROWITZ
Brooklyn’s top lawman is 
getting tough on hate.

Hate crimes are up 
across the borough, partic-
ularly those targeting Jews 
and Muslims, and District 
Attorney Ken Thompson 
has created a special unit 
dedicated to investigating 
and prosecuting bigoted 
acts. Addressing the Brook-
lyn Chamber of Commerce 
last Wednesday, the pros-
ecutor appealed to the as-
sembled businesspeople’s 
concern for the bottom line.

“Bias-related violence is 
ugly,” he said. “It threatens 
to rip apart the fabric of so-
ciety, and it’s bad for busi-
ness. The hate crimes unit 
is there to show our resolve 
as a community of differ-
ent neighborhoods, differ-
ent cultures, that no matter 
who you are as you walk 
down the streets of Brook-
lyn that you are free of the 
fear of being attacked be-
cause of who you are.”

In early September, 
Thompson tapped Assis-
tant District Attorney 
Marc Fliedner to head up 
the unit, called the Civil 
Rights Bureau. Fliedner 
is a veteran at the District 
Attorney’s Offi ce, having 
worked under former bor-
ough prosecutors Charles 
Hynes and Elizabeth Holtz-
man from 1987 to 1992, and 
again starting in 2006. 
Before his appointment, 
Fliedner had worked in the 
sex crimes and homicide 
bureaus, and led the major 
crimes bureau since 2011. 
The legal eagle is also the 
offi ce’s liaison to the gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, trans-
gender, and queer commu-
nity. Fliedner said he will 
hit the ground running in 
his latest position.

“I couldn’t be more 
pleased with this appoint-
ment,” Fliedner said in 
a statement. “I am deter-
mined to help make the 
Civil Rights Bureau in the 

Brooklyn DA’s offi ce the 
fi nest in the country.”

A number of high-profi le 
hate crimes have occurred 
in the borough this year, 
including a rash of anti-
Jewish and  anti-Muslim  
attacks and harassment in-
cidents that fl ared up over 
the summer during the war 
in and around Gaza and ad-
vances in Syria and Iraq by 
the so-called Islamic State 
extremist group. 

Anti-Semitic crimes 
went from eight a month to 
18 a month citywide start-
ing in July, and there have 
been 17 crimes targeting 
Muslims so far this year, 
compared to seven dur-
ing the same period last 
year, according to a  Sept. 17 
WNYC report .

In one instance, cops say 
a combat veteran  kicked a 
pregnant Pakistani mother 
in Marine Park and told 
her to “go back to Afghani-
stan.”  In another, a vandal 
 spray-painted a swastika 
on the American Legion 

building in Gravesend. 
Attacks have also tar-

geted gay people, as in the 
Saturday shooting in Bush-
wick where, according to 
police,  three men harassed 
a group dressed in drag, 
then one opened fi re, hit-
ting a member of the group 
in the buttocks .

A police spokeswoman 
emphasized that many 
crimes categorized as 
bias incidents are not acts 
of physical violence but 
rather consist of vandalism 
and harassment.

There have been 105 
reported hate crimes in 
Brooklyn so far this year, 
a 38 percent jump from 
the 76 reported crimes in 
the same time period in 
2013. 

The increase is new, 
but Brooklyn led the city 
in hate crimes from 2008 
to 2012, with 607 in that pe-
riod record compared to 
Manhattan, the borough 
with the next-highest total, 
383.

Thompson creates a hate-crimes task-force

GAUNTLET DOWN: District Attorney Ken Thompson is targeting at-
tacks on the diversity that makes Brooklyn Brooklyn. 
 Ken Thompson

DA to bigots: 
Watch out
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Bolts superfan Nick Or-
lando. “You can see more 
of the play’s development. 
You have more of a view.”

The new team has al-
ready taken to the fi eld to 
practice on its home turf. 

Jets and Buffalo Bills 
alum John Bock is helm-
ing the squad. Ten-season 
Jets lifer Marvin Jones 
will back up Coach Bock, 

24, along with former Na-
tional Football League 
players James Brown, 
Nate Poole, Deon Dyer, and 
Kelvin Kinney.

The roster mainly 
draws on college players 
looking to score big and get 
some attention from the 
National Football League, 
but a few League alumni 
are among their ranks.

Running back Den-
nis Johnson spent a year 
on the Houston Texans 
practice squad. The Den-

ver Broncos signed run-
ning back Mario Fannin 
in 2011, but he missed two 
seasons after tearing his 
Anterior Cruciate Liga-
ment, a common but seri-
ous knee injury, and his 
Achilles tendon in sepa-
rate injuries.

The Bolts’ fi rst game is 
at MCU Park on Oct. 15 — 
the whole league took the 
fi rst week of the original 
schedule off — and they 
will face the Boston Brawl-
ers.

Kids will spend 11 minutes 
dressing Spike up 
like a princess.

How about two 
minutes to brush 

their teeth?

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
It’s a troubled bridge.

The bouncy, $5 mil-
lion footbridge that con-
nects Brooklyn Heights 
to Brooklyn Bridge Park 
is closed till the spring 
because it has become 
dangerously springy, ac-
cording to park officials. 
The pricey Squibb Park 
Bridge opened to great 
fanfare last year, running 
from Columbia Heights to 
Pier 1. Its novel design is 
supposed to mimic a hik-
ing trail bridge, allowing 
for a slight bounce as pe-
destrians walk over it. 
But back on Aug. 11, park 
staffers decided that the 
give was becoming too 
much to safely take and 
abruptly fenced off the en-
trances.

“Our staff reported un-

usual movement of the 
bridge, which we closed im-
mediately,” said a spokes-
woman for the park.

Park offi cials said the 
walkway will be out of com-
mission through the win-
ter so that engineers can 
double-check to ensure it is 
structurally sound.

“Following extensive 
surveying of Squibb Park 
Bridge, we have directed 
our engineers to conduct 
further study to ensure 
that the bridge is safe and 
secure,” the spokeswoman 
said. “As a result, we expect 
the bridge to remain closed 
until spring 2015.”

The greensward stew-
ards don’t know what de-
stabilized the bridge and 
have installed sensors to 
monitor its movements and 
hopefully make a diagnosis. 

They don’t think the prob-
lem has to do with the large 
construction sites on either 
side of the bridge’s base, 
where a residential building 
and a hotel are set to rise, 
the spokeswoman said.

The span zigzags down 
the fi ve-story drop that 
separates the Heights 
from the park, traveling 
the length of one-and-a-
half football fi elds. Mac-
Arthur Foundation “ge-
nius” Ted Zoli designed 
the bridge using black-lo-
cust wood and galvanized-
steel cables. Back in 2012 
he described the amount 
of give it was supposed to 
have this way:

“It’s going to bounce a 
little the way a trail bridge 
would if you ever went hik-
ing in the Catskills,”  he 
said .

Squibb Park Bridge closed due to bounciness

SPRING’S THE THING: The experimental, $5 million Squibb Park Bridge has developed a mysterious 
case of excessive springiness. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

On shaky footing

BOLTS
Continued from page 6

RESTAURANTCOLANDREA

F
O

UNDED OVER

$24.95$14.75 $19.75

$28.00

$26.95
$29.95

NEW CORNER RESTAURANT

IS NOW CONSIDERED A LANDMARK

EST. 1936

78
 YEARS
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Max Jaeger: Why were 
you so quick to jump on 
board with the Bolts?

Nick Orlando: It’s 
a Brooklyn team. My 
grandpa told me, when the 
Dodgers were here, there 
was no question about who 
to root for — Brooklyn. I’m 
also a Nets season ticket 
holder.

MJ: Are you going to 
the games alone or did 
someone else buy tickets 
with you?

NO: I got Black and 
Gold club tickets [the su-
per fan package that in-
cludes food, booze, park-
ing, and on-fi eld access] for 

me and my girlfriend, Ma-
ria. I think she is more ex-
cited than I am.

MJ: So you dropped 
$600 on these tickets for 
seats and food — was that 
a tough call?

NO: It’s all-inclusive, 
and that’s a huge benefi t. I 
love the fact that you don’t 
have to worry about any-
thing — it’s dinner and a 
show.

MJ: So how do you pay 
for season tickets to Bolts 
and Nets games?

NO: My family owns 
funeral homes in Wil-
liamsburg and in Queens. 
I work there and for my 

uncle’s scrap metal busi-
ness.

MJ: Where are your 
seats and what do you 
think about the fi eld lay-
out?

NO: Section 22. And it’s 
cool — it reminds me more 
of Yankee Stadium when 
they have football.

MJ: The field is at an 
interesting angle in rela-
tion to the stands. What 
do you think about how 
MCU Park changed the 
field layout from render-
ings released months 
ago?

NO: It’s better. You can 
see more of the play’s de-

velopment now — you have 
more of a view.

MJ: Have you bought 
any Bolts gear yet?

NO: Once I get there, I’ll 

be interested in buying the 
merchandise. I have all my 
[San Diego] Chargers stuff, 
and that’s got bolts on it.

MJ: Got any game-day 

rituals?
NO: Tailgating for sure. 

And we’ll try to start some 
chants — we have to have 
some kind of chant.

By now, you probably know Brooklyn is getting a minor league 

football franchise at MCU Park. But with two National Football 

League squads in the New York area, we wondered:  Just who will 

root for Brooklyn’s newest hometown team? So, with the Brooklyn 

Bolts’ Oct. 15 season opener just days away, we caught up with one 

of the fi rst season ticket-holders, Williamsburg native Nick Orlan-

do, to fi nd out why the super fan is so charged up.

We check in with hero who bought 1st tickets

BROOKLYN NO. 1: Bolts superfan Nick Orlando of Williamsburg said he and his family have cheered on 
Brooklyn teams since the Dodgers played at Ebbets Field.

Meet the Bolts’ fi rst superfan 
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A CELEBRATION OF ITALIAN AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH

OCTOBER 8TH–15TH

$2000 4-Course Lunch
Tax & Gratuity Not Included

ITALIAN RESTAURANT WEEK

 Soup, Salad or Choice of 2 Pastas 

 Chicken or Eggplant Parmigiana, 
 Veal Marsala or Flounder Oreganata

 Cannoli



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

OC
T. 

12
, 2

01
4

10

and fi nes, he said. To stop 
the speeding in the neigh-
borhood, Leibowitz said 
the only answer is more 
tickets. 

“If there is no real, 
enforceable deterrent, 
they’re going to keep doing 
it,” he said. 

Because the speeders 
routinely zoom down resi-
dential streets, Leibowitz 
said offi cers should moni-
tor these areas instead of 
over-patrolling the busi-
ness strips and issuing 
parking tickets to station-
ary vehicles, which he said 
are harmless by compari-
son. 

“Folks that give out the 
parking tickets could be 

utilized,” he said. 
The problem isn’t re-

stricted to a single side 
street, according to an-
other longtime local who 
said reckless drivers speed 
throughout the neighbor-
hood.

“We’re having the same 
problem here,” said Je-
nine Demartines, who has 
lived in Marine Park for 28 
years. “They fl y.”

Demartines said driv-
ers speed at all hours of the 
day, but the speeding on 
her street, which doesn’t 
have any stoplights, is es-
pecially noticeable at night 
— sometimes the roar of a 
car accelerating wakes her 
up. 

“You can hear them 
coming down this way,” 
said Demartines. “Espe-
cially at night — there 

are no lights.” 
But she said the au-

dacity of these dangerous 
drivers is even more frus-
trating than their loud en-
gines. 

“They don’t stop for 
anybody,” she said.

A spokesman from the 
63rd Precinct said cops 
beef up enforcement if they 
get complaints about a par-
ticular place, but only for a 
while. 

“We do enforcement 
whenever we get them,” 
he said. “We’ll do our en-
forcement for a little bit 
and that usually quells 
things down for a little 
bit.”

But he said that even 
stricter enforcement isn’t 
a magic bullet.

“Again, it is hit or miss,” 
the spokesman said.

reminder of the  abomina-
ble arbors still terrorizing 
the neighborhood , and one 
local said these untreated 
trees will injure pedestri-
ans when — not if — their 
branches fall. 

“It is the dead ones with 
the huge limbs that are go-
ing to crack off on some-
one that really worry me,” 
said Tom Paolillo, a board 
member of the Sheepshead 
Bay-Plumb Beach Civic 
Association. “What if a 
woman is walking by with 
a baby carriage?”

A spokeswoman for 
the department said tree 
inspections for the area 
should be fi nished soon, 
and tree removal will con-
tinue on an ongoing basis 
until July 2015. She said 
48,000 trees were surveyed 
around the city and re-
moval is based on trees’ 
overall state, not just dead 
limbs.

“We have been moni-
toring trees with low-per-
cent leaf-out and observed 
their behavior through-
out the growing season,” 
said Parks spokeswoman 
Meghan Lalor. “We only 
remove trees that are dead, 
structurally unsound, or 
in such severe decline that 
they are not likely to re-
cover. Dead limbs do not 
always indicate that the 
whole tree is dead.”

But Paolillo said many 
of the neighborhood’s 
trees are still deadly, even 

if they aren’t dead. After 
every storm or strong gust 
of wind, he said his car has 
new dents from his tree’s 
falling limbs. 

“My car has quite a 
few dents,” he said. “The 
condition of the tree 
in front of my house is 
pretty much the condi-
tion of 60 to 70 percent of 
the trees.” 

Paolillo said the Parks 
Department denied his re-
quest to remove the tree, 
which routinely loses 
limbs, because it still 

has some green leaves. 
He said since the depart-
ment still hasn’t removed 
the area’s dead trees, he 
doesn’t know when they’ll 
get around to tackling the 
undead-yet-deadly trees. 
He said the policy needs to 
change. 

“They say it is not dead 
because it has a few leaves 
on it — meanwhile, there’s 
still quite a few dead 
branches,” he said. “Even 
if the dying tree is on its 
last breath, they wouldn’t 
take it down.”

Continued from page 1 

ZOMBTREES

Continued from page 1 

SPEEDING

HEAD’S UP: Tom Paolillo stands by a sign warning locals to beware 
of the limbs falling from the tree in front of his house on East 26th 
Street.  Photo by Steve Solomonson
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Presented by

FREE SEMINAR

SLIP/FALL ASSESSMENT 
& CONDITIONING
PROGRAM

OCTOBER 15TH

ARTHRITIS

OCTOBER 29TH 1 PM

KNEE/SHOULDER
JOINT PAIN

NOVEMBER 5TH 1 PM

WEIGHT LOSS/STOP 
SMOKING PROGRAM

NOVEMBER 19TH 1 PM

HEADACHES

DECEMBER 3RD 1 PM

Learn How To Live Healthy 
And Pain Free In One Hour

3500 Nostrand Avenue ( Bet ween Avenue U and V )   TEL :  718-769-2521  w w w.HQBK.com

Please call to register as space is limited

Saturday October 25 &  Sunday October 26
11 am - 4 pm   

Canon presents

Enjoy this Spooktacular Event with Wildlife
Witch Shows, Bat Chats, Spooky Barn & More! 
For more information visit 
prospectparkzoo.com


