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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
The city’s budget of $2.4 mil-
lion for a pair of bathrooms 
is a steal, according to the 
head of a local panel.

The budget for the bath-
room plan at Louis Valen-
tino, Jr. Park raised eye-
brows among locals, but 
the administrator of the 
neighborhood’s Commu-

nity Board 6 said the big 
price tag isn’t unusual for a 
city construction job.

“People who are unac-
customed to dealing with 
government capital proj-
ects are likely to experi-
ence sticker shock when 
it comes to the amount 
that these things cost,” 
district manager Craig 

Hammerman said.
The project calls for sep-

arate men’s and women’s 
facilities containing four 
toilets altogether. Part of 
why it will cost so much is 
that new, post-Hurricane-
Sandy fl ood regulations re-
quire it to be built at least 
three feet off the ground, a 

BY VANESSA OGLE
Some streets in Sheepshead 
Bay will never be free of gar-
bage.  

The city repaved Ocean Ave-
nue in mid-September, and now 
the neighborhood — which is 
notorious for the garbage that 
accumulates along its streets 
— has a permanent trash prob-
lem. When the city laid down 
the new asphalt, some of the 
profuse refuse got in the way, 
so now the trash is literally em-
bedded in the avenue.

The resurfacing has left 
dashes of debris — cigarette 
butts, candy wrappers, bits of 
torn of paper — all along the 
avenue, but the tarred trash is 
especially noticeable near Je-
rome Avenue. 

The Department of Trans-
portation says it runs street 
sweepers ahead of road resur-
facing operations, and notes 
that no locals have complained 
about the repaved rubbish 
along Ocean Avenue — yet.

“DOT’s policy is to sweep 
streets clean with a mechani-
cal broom before paving,” said 
a spokesman for the agency. 
“DOT is not aware of any com-

BY VANESSA OGLE
Another homeless shelter 
— just a block away from an 
existing shelter for women 
and children — is coming 
to Plumb Beach. The city 
says it’s only temporary, 
but locals are concerned. 

Because the new facil-
ity on Emmons Avenue 
is classified as an emer-

gency shelter, the city did 
not have to go through 
Community Board 15 for 
approval.

One local elected offi cial 
told a meeting of the Sheep-
shead Bay-Plumb Beach 
Civic Association on Oct. 
7 that she thinks the loop-
hole is being used to un-

Continued on page 10
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Parents: Bus exhaust harms kids
BY VANESSA OGLE

Foul fumes from a Bergen Beach 
bus depot are causing chronic 
health problems in neighborhood 
kids, according to local parents. 

Neighbors of the New Dawn 
Transit depot on E. 69th Street 
between Avenues X and W say 
the dozens of aging school buses 
are illegally idling for long peri-
ods, and the exhaust is causing 
irreversible breathing problems 
for their kids. 

One mother said her 5-year-
old son had a clean bill of health 

before the buses started smok-
ing up the neighborhood when 
school started in September — 
and she said her doctor told her 
the youngster could be having a 
reaction to the noxious fumes. 

“The doctors told me that it is 
very possible he is allergic to the 
carbon in the air,” said Jennifer 
DeBiasi, who has four children 
and lives across the street from 
the bus lot. “It is a month and 
he has got no other symptoms 
besides this chronic coughing 

Continued on page 8
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ONE MOMENT: Councilman 
Carlos Menchaca said it is 
possible to scrap the multi-
million dollar bathroom 
project.

Dan Pashman’s will bring his new book of unconventional ideas to make 
conventional dishes even tastier to BookCourt in Cobble Hill on Oct. 22. 
For more, see page 5. Lilia Cretcher

2nd P’Beach shelter R’Hook boos $2.4 M toilets
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Doesn’t get more personal than this!

Payment

$220* $10,000 60

$110* $5,000 60

$55* $2500 60

$22 $1,000 60

$330* $15,000 60

Amount 
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Higher Loan Amounts Available
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Payments

MAIN OFFICE: 
1750 86th Street, 
Brooklyn, NY 11214 
(718) 680-2121

BRANCH: 
1609 Avenue Z, 
Brooklyn, NY 11235 
(718) 934-6809

www.BayRidgeLoans.org

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 

= Color Match Paint =
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.
SATURDAY, 9 A.M.–3 P.M.

OPEN 
6 DAYS

BY MAX JAEGER
Something big is coming 
down the pipes for the ren-
ovated Loew’s Kings The-
atre in Flatbush.

A group of local organ 
afi cionados wants to bring 
back the theater’s original 
pipe organ when the famed 
movie house reopens early 
next year — but fi rst they 
need to fi gure out how to 
get the instrument back to 
Brooklyn. 

The nearly century-
old console is currently in 
storage in Oklahoma, and 
the New York Theater Or-
gan Society needs $650,000 
to schlep the seven-ton in-
strument back to Flatbush 
and install it in the the-
ater. 

Ace Theatrical Group 
signed a deal with the city’s 
Economic Development 
Corporation to restore and 
operate the entertainment 
mecca in 2011, but the com-
pany didn’t key the organ 
into its budget. So the Or-
gan Society is looking for 
wealthy benefactors to 
pipe in some cash, and it 
has its eye on one of the 
theater project’s most vo-
cal boosters.

“I know [former 
mayor] Mike Bloomberg 
casually — we eat at the 
same restaurant here in 
Manhattan,” said the Or-
gan Society’s John Val-
entino. “I know $650,000 
is a lot money for us, but 
when you’re worth $30 
billion, it’s a drop in the 
bucket.”

As mayor, Bloomberg 
pushed for the $94 million 
project to restore the once-
glamorous theater, which 
was built in 1929 and shut-
tered in 1977.

The organ is one of fi ve 
“Wonder Mortons” built 
for the fi ve Loew’s Won-
der Theaters, Valentino 
said. The Society obtained 
the restored console from 
a private collector in Illi-
nois and moved the $3-mil-
lion, Prohibition-era relic 
to the American Organ 

Institute at the University 
of Oklahoma for storage 
and additional mechani-
cal work.

But the organ’s pricey 
bus fare isn’t the only road-
block. The instrument em-
ploys massive pipes that 
compete for space with 
modern theater amenities, 
and Ace’s contractors in-
stalled duct work in a por-
tion of the theater’s pipe 
lofts.

“Old organs and old or-
gan spaces don’t exist very 
well with modern theaters, 
because of things like air 
conditioning and sound 
equipment,” said Ace pres-
ident David Anderson.

So like the restored 
theater itself, the resur-
rected organ may fi nd its 
voice in a mixture of old 
and new technology, with 
digital sound fi lling the 
gaps where pipes aren’t 
possible. Thanks to past 
restoration, the console 
is digital-ready, and any 
computerized tones would 
be indistinguishable from 
the analog version, Valen-
tino said.

“The digital parts are 
sampled from the same 

console — the Loew’s in 
New Jersey also has a 
Wonder Morton,” he said. 
“It would be an exact rep-
lication of what had been 
there. You can’t tell the 
difference.”

Organ Society engi-
neers will tour the theater 
in coming weeks to deter-
mine how an installation 
could proceed, said repre-
sentatives from Ace and 
the Society.

Ace expects construc-
tion on the picture pal-
ace to wrap up before the 
year’s end, Anderson said. 
The theater will likely hold 
a month of small events be-
fore a grand opening some 
time in late January, he 
said.

Even if Ace and the So-
ciety can’t fi nd a way to 
install a playable organ, 
Anderson said he wants to 
show off the antique.

“To have that organ in 
place and able to be played 
would be an asset, but I 
would at least like to fi nd a 
way to secure it on display 
in the theater lobby some-
where,” Anderson said. 
“It’s a beautiful piece of 
history.”

Roadblocks for Loew’s theater pipe organ 

VITAL ORGAN: The organ headed for the Kings Theatre is one of 
fi ve “Wonder Mortons” built by the Robert Morton Organ Company 
for the fi ve Loew’s “Wonder Theaters” back in the 1920s.  
 New York Theater Organ Society

Kings needs an 
organ transplant 
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Friends and young fam-
ily members of the black 
17-year-old apparently 
knocked out by a police of-
fi cer in Clinton Hill in June 
say the incident was scary, 
but it wasn’t surprising.

One 21-year-old cousin 
of  Marcel Hamer, the neigh-
borhood teen whose fam-
ily says an undercover cop 
knocked out  for smoking a 
cigarette, says that police 
have stopped him without 
cause for years. 

“This has been hap-
pening to me on a day-to-
day basis since I was 16,” 
Tevaughn Johnson said. 
“They say they have prob-
able cause and go through 
my pockets.”

Johnson’s mother said 
she has had to pick him 
up from the police station 
for small infractions such 
as forgetting his identifi -
cation, and that once offi -
cers arrested him for dis-
orderly conduct, the same 
charge police made against 
Hamer after the apparent 
knockout punch. Johnson’s 
mom said that her son and 
his friends sometimes mis-
behave, but that the bigger 
issue is how much more 
police focus on them than 
their white peers — and 
how much less regard po-
lice hold them in.

“The police target the 
minorities,” Dree John-
son said. “They are typi-
cal teenagers and they get 
into some mischief, but the 
attitude from police is that 
they just have no respect 
for minorities.” 

Hamer was walking 
home down Gates Avenue 
with friends near Waverly 
Avenue on the afternoon 
of June 4 when a plain-
clothes cop jumped out of a 
van, accused him of smok-
ing marijuana, and shoved 
him to the ground, he and 
his family said. Hamer’s 
left arm was immobilized 
when it hit a planter dur-
ing the fall, he told a nurse. 
Hamer’s pal, Mary Bethea, 

started fi lming with a 
smartphone as the offi cer 
stood over Hamer lying in 
the gutter, handcuffed by 
his right hand, according 
to the medical account. In 
the footage, the cop taunts 
the teens gathered around 
asking one, “Do you wanna 
get f----- up?” moments be-
fore delivering the appar-
ent knockout punch. Then, 
addressing the camera, 
he says, “Yeah, get it on 
video.”

Speaking to a reporter 
on Friday, Bethea said that 
police are a constant pres-
ence in the neighborhood, 
and that experience has 
taught her to record any 
interactions with them, be-
cause they view people who 
look like her as a threat.

“The cops are always 
around here,” said Mary 
Bethea, 18. “This is our 
community, but they do not 
want us here.”

One middle-schooler 
walking home from school 
near where the undercover 
offi cer struck Hamer said 
that he avoids police as 
much as he can. 

“I do not talk to any 
cops,” the 12-year-old said. 
“I just stay out of the way.”

Bethea, Johnson, and 
another friend said they 
have not spoken to Hamer 
since the June incident, 
and that his mother has 
accompanied him every-
where since. The boy’s fam-
ily claims he suffered brain 
damage from the blow and 
now experiences regular 
headaches, dizziness, and 
memory loss.

They have fi led a court 
notice saying they intend 
to sue the city and the Po-
lice Department for $5 mil-
lion.

District Attorney Ken 
Thompson said his offi ce is 
eyeing the incident.

“What we want is what 
everyone should want, 
which is respect for the 
law, whether it’s a civil-
ian or a police offi cer,” said 
Thompson. “So if any po-
lice offi cer has crossed the 
line, we have to hold him 
accountable.”

Video of the offi cer ap-
parently knocking Hamer 
out drew international 

media attention, prompt-
ing articles in England’s 
Daily Mail, Canada’s Na-
tional Post, as well as in na-
tional media outlets such 
as Gawker, Mother Jones, 
The Root, and MSNBC.

The video’s release co-
incided with the publica-
tion of two other videos 
showing alleged police 
misconduct, one of offi cers 
pistol-whipping and punch-
ing an unarmed Bedford-
Stuyvesant teen who has 
his hands raised in surren-
der, and another of an of-
fi cer pulling cash out of a 
man’s pocket on a Coney Is-
land basketball court, then 
pepper-spraying him and 
his sister, but arresting 
neither. The man whose 
money was taken claims he 
lost $1,300 that he intended 
to spend on a birthday cel-
ebration, but offi cers insist 
that the amount was only 
$62, and that it was prop-
erly accounted for, accord-
ing to reports.

Police have so far re-
fused to release the name 
of the offi cers involved in 
the Hamer incident.

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
They had a ticket to ride.

Hundreds of elemen-
tary school kids swarmed 
the John Lennon Edu-
cational Tour Bus last 
Thursday like it was 
some kind of yellow sub-
marine. The bus, which 
is decked out with musi-
cal equipment, made a 
stop on its magical mys-
tery tour at Williams-
burg Northside Schools 
for what would have been 
Lennon’s 74th birthday. 
Given the state of mu-
sic education in schools 
these days, the organiz-
ers say they want to show 
kids they can write songs 
and record music with 
a little help from their 
friends. 

“With schools cutting 
funding for music edu-
cation, we offer the kids 
something to get them to 
be creative and think dif-
ferently,” said Matthew 
Reich, United States tour 
coordinator of the Len-
non bus. 

The team has been 

driving Lennon’s tribute 
car for 17 years, Reich 
said. A day in the life of 
the vehicle and its engi-
neers typically consists of 
them teaching kids how 
to pen a tune, then spend-
ing the day showing them 
how to record, mix, and 
shoot a music video for it. 

The prekindergarten-
through-four th-g rade 
kids at Williamsburg 
Northside Schools got to 
try their hands at guitar, 
drums, bass, keyboard, 
percussion, and sing-
ing — with some twist-
ing and shouting for good 
measure. 

“We show them all 
sorts of instruments they 
have not had the opportu-
nity to try before,” Reich 
said. 

Since there were so 
many kids running on 
and off the bus in Wil-
liamsburg, as if for their 
lives, the engineers set up 
jam stations and a photo-
booth tent outside.

Yoko Ono funds the 
bus but did not attend.

Friends of knocked-out teen say cops the problem

SIGN FROM ABOVE: Students from the Williamsburg Northside 
Lower School form a human peace sign to mark a visit from the 
John Lennon Educational Tour Bus. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

ON THE BLOCK: Friends Tevaughn Johnson, Stephon Waldren, and Mary Bethea say they deal with 
constant police harassment in Clinton Hill. Photo by Jason Speakman

Day trippers give 
peace a chance

Clinton Hill youths: 
Police often harass us

OB-LA-DI, OB-LA-DA: First-grader Arlo Scherr tries out a key-
board in the bus. Photo by Elizabeth Graham
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Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without 
surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-sculpting 
procedure designed to remove fat and contour the body without 
invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to continue your daily 
activities without interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. 
ZERONA® works by utilizing the Low Level Laser (FDA cleared 
for laser body contouring to emulsify fat which then releases 
into the interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through the body during its normal course 

of detoxification. The ZERONA® procedure was 
proven through a double-blind, randomized, 
multi-site, and placebo controlled study in 
which patients average loss of 3.64 inches, and 
some lost as much as 9 inches compared to the 
placebo group that lost only half an inch.

LOSE 3–9 INCHES IN 2 WEEKS, NON-INVASIVE!
“What if I told you this cutting-edge device could melt inches 
off your waist and keep them off for good.” — Doctor Oz

talking about the ZERONA® LipoLaser

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, hips and 
thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight loss program — we 
are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off excess water weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  WORKSHOPS
When: Tuesday, Oct. 24 at 6:00pm and Tuesday, Oct. 28 at 6:00 pm

Where:
Cost: FREE

IN HAPPIER TIMES: Police say 
Leonard Petlakh, executive di-
rector of the Kings Bay Y, was 
attacked after a basketball 
game. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Kings Bay Y leader is attacked outside 
Barclays Center after Israeli b-ball game

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
A pro-Palestinian pro-
tester punched the director 
of a prominent Sheepshead 
Bay Jewish organization 
in the face outside of an ex-
hibition basketball game 
at the Barclays Center last 
Wednesday night, accord-
ing to police.

The attack came at 10 

pm, after an exhibition 
game between the Brook-
lyn Nets and Maccabi Tel 
Aviv, a professional Israeli 
basketball club. Palestin-
ian-rights activists un-
furled Palestinian fl ags in-
side the arena during the 
game, kicking off a con-
frontation that spilled out-
side, according to police, 

and left Kings Bay Y head 
Leonard Petlakh with a 
broken nose, according to 
the Y. Petlakh was with his 
kids at the game and ac-
cused the attacker and his 
allies of racism cloaked in 
political hostility, calling 
them “vile anti-Semitic 
hooligans masquerad-
ing as anti-Zionists.” He 

said he hopes his children 
learn from the experience 
— and pledged that they 
will sign up for the Israeli 
army one day.

“I am upset that my chil-
dren witnessed this un-
precedented violence,” he 
said in a statement. “But I 
hope it sends a strong mes-
sage to them to stand up 
for their values as proud 
Americans and as those 
who will eventually volun-
teer to serve in the Israel 
Defense Forces.”

When the pro-Pales-
tinian agitators unfurled 
the fl ag in the stands, Pet-
lakh’s group was nearby 
and someone he was with 
snatched it away, police 
said. The subsequent face-
off prompted security 
to kick out everyone in-
volved, according to the 
NYPD. Then, in the plaza 
in front of the Rust Bowl, 
a man hauled off and hit 
Petlakh, fracturing his 
nose and leaving a cut that 
required eight stitches 
to close, a Kings Bay Y 
spokeswoman said.

Assembylman Steve 
Cymbrowitz (D–Sheep-
shead Bay) also called the 
incident an anti-Semitic 
attack and said police and 
security stood by and let it 
happen.

“It’s terrible that Leon-
ard’s children had to wit-
ness their father being 
brutally attacked,” said 
Cymbrowitz in a state-
ment. “And it’s equally 
outrageous that a violent 
display of anti-Semitism 
wasn’t stopped before it 
got out of control.”

The Police Depart-
ment’s Hate Crimes Task 
Force is investigating the 
assault, a police rep said.

The game was preceded 
by a reception supporting 
the Israeli army to honor 
soldiers wounded during 

the recent war in Gaza.
Pro-Palestinian pro-

testers were a vocal pres-
ence outside of the arena 
and during the game.

One group that orga-
nized a demonstration 
outside of the arena de-
nounced the attack.

“Jewish Voice for Peace 
deplores the violent inci-
dent at last night’s Nets 
and Maccabi Tel Aviv bas-
ketball game at Barclays 
Center,” said Naomi Dann, 
a spokeswoman for Jewish 
Voice for Peace. “We send 
our sympathies to Leon-
ard Petlakh.”

Dann said none of her 
organization’s members 
were in the arena, and that 
protests out front ended 
peacefully about two 
hours before the incident 
occurred. Pam Sporn, who 
was part of the Palestine 
contingent out front, said 
she was sexually harassed 
by Israel supporters as the 
crowd broke up.

“Three young men 
with Israeli fl ags harassed 
us and said that we ‘need 
Israeli d---,’ ” she said in a 
statement.

Cymbrowitz insists 
that cops and Barclays se-
curity dropped the ball by 
not keeping the feuding 
factions apart.

“Given the advance no-
tice, both the NYPD and 
Barclays should have been 
ready with enough person-
nel and security measures 
to keep the protesters 
apart from the attendees 
and avoid even the possi-
bility of violence,” he said.

Police described the 
suspect as a man stand-
ing 5-feet-8 and weighing 
around 160 pounds. He 
was wearing a Nets T-shirt 
with “BK” spray-painted 
on the back, cops said.

The Barclays Center 
and declined to comment.
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Dan Pashman is a picky 
eater — but not in the usual 
way. 

Pashman, creator of 
food podcast the Sporkful, 
will eat almost anything — 
but only after he has rear-
ranged it all. 

“I always put a lot of 
thought into the most ba-
sic details of the eating ex-
perience,” said Pashman, 
whose show has run on 
WNYC since last year. “My 
friends who have known 
me for a long time know 
that I will always start re-
building any sandwich and 
rearranging it. They can-
not believe I turned this 
into a job.”

Now, Pashman has writ-
ten a whole book dedicated 
to his meal improvements, 
which he will bring to 
BookCourt in Cobble Hill 
on Oct. 22. In “Eat More 
Better,” Pashman analyzes 
the intricacies of every in-
gredient — the amount of 
sauce that various types of 
pasta will hold, the proper 
way to layer a sandwich to 
prevent slippage, the ideal 
way to pour milk into ce-
real — in an effort to make 
common meals even tastier 
through math and science. 

Many of Pashman’s rec-

ommendations sound ab-
surd at fi rst — until you 
understand the logic be-
hind them. For instance, he 
argues that grilled cheese 
should be served vertically 
on its end — so it looks like a 
mountain — instead of lay-
ing fl at on a plate. It looks 
weird, but helps prevent 
avoid soggy bread, which 
is caused by condensation 
created when the hot sand-
wich touches the cold dish. 
Pashman also advocates 
eating cupcakes upside 
down, because you taste 
the frosting more when it is 
closer to your tongue. 

“A lot of this is looking 
at very simple and univer-
sal foods in a new way,” 
said Pashman. “Since peo-
ple have seen these foods 
so many times before, they 

think there is no other way 
to think about them. But I 
see it as a challenge.”

The thick, hardcover 
book is arranged like a 
high-school science text-
book, with diagrams, pull-
out sections, and fun facts. 

“I wanted to organize it 
in a way that was different 
from a cookbook, because 
it is not a cookbook,” said 
Pashman. “It struck me 
that this all feels very aca-
demic. I feel like there is a 
quirky kind of research I 
do whenever I eat.”

At the BookCourt event, 
Pashman plans to have 
Brooklyn Heights restau-
rant Jack the Horse Tavern 
on hand to serve up its mac-
aroni and cheese, which 
he believes is the best in 
Brooklyn. 

“It is creamy and just 
a little bit tangy, just as it 
should be,” he said. “And 
they use pasta with ridges, 
which is going to hold 
sauce better, and pasta is 
just a cheese delivery sys-
tem anyway.” 

Dan Pashman reads 
from “Eat More Better” at 
BookCourt [163 Court St. 
between Pacifi c and Dean 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
875–3677, www.bookcourt.
com] Oct. 22 at 7 pm. Free.

Book uses science to make s’wiches even tastier

WHEN THE CHIPS ARE DOWN: Dan Pashman has created formulas to fi nd the pinnacle of crispiness 
for a variety of foods.  Lilia Cretcher

You’re eating 
food all wrong!

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

JORDAN’S
RESTAURANT

SHRIMP 
PLATTER

$19  + TAX

FISH & CHIPS 
PLATTER

$11  + TAX

INCLUDES: 
ANY SODA, COFFEE OR TEA, PREMIUM IDAHO FRENCH FRIES

Market Specials & Menu Online: Jordanslobster.com
Corner of 2771 KNAPP St. & Belt Pkwy (EXIT 9 Or 9A), Sheepshead Bay, BKLYN

GPS: 3165 Harkness Ave. (ACROSS FROM THE UA MOVIES)

1-800-404-CLAW
ZAGAT
RATED
EXCELLENT

FREE
PARKING
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Stay in the neighborhood.

That was the resound-
ing message of a commu-
nity meeting held at Park 
Slope’s John Jay Educa-
tional Campus last Friday 
in response to the just-
launched police initiative 
to disperse groups of teens 
wherever they gather, in 
neighborhoods from the 
Slope to Dumbo. Offi cers 
from Fort Greene’s 88th 
Precinct and Downtown’s 
84th Precinct detailed the 
larger anti-teen hangout 
initiative in  an exclusive 
report by this paper .

Parents, teachers, and 
students assembled in a 
cafeteria at the Seventh Av-
enue schoolhouse, many of 
them wearing T-shirts em-
blazoned with the message 
“I love John Jay” and an 
anti-racism logo,  blasted 
the tactic, saying people of 
all ages and races have a 
right to congregate in the 
community.

“This is unwarranted, 
unfair, harassment,” said 
Adam Stevens, an African-
American Flatbush resi-
dent and parent of a sixth 
grader. “The moment they 
leave the building, they’re 
made to feel unwelcome.”

Parents called the forum 
after white Sloper Sara 
Bennett said at a 78th Pre-
cinct community council 
meeting that she witnessed 
police following a group of 
black teens down her block 
in a squad car last month, 
ordering them to leave over 
the loudspeaker. Bennett, 
a yoga teacher and former 
lawyer, said the scene re-
minded her of apartheid.

“The police were follow-
ing the kids yelling at them 
to get out of the neighbor-
hood,” she said. “It felt like 
South Africa.”

A neighbor said she saw 

offi cers shooing the young-
sters that day and, though 
she didn’t hear the infl am-
matory command, she 
thought the tactic was the 
wrong way to handle the 
situation, and that it wasn’t 
anything new.

“This wasn’t the fi rst 
time I’ve seen the NYPD 
behaving this way towards 
students,” Lee Solomon 
said.

Brass from Fort Greene’s 
88th Precinct, Park Slope’s 
78th Precinct, Downtown’s 
84th Precinct, the police 
Transit Bureau, school 
safety agents, and manag-
ers from Atlantic Terminal 
mall, the Barclays Center, 
and MetroTech Center all 
met in mid-September af-
ter a group of teens brawled 
with cops in the plaza in 
front of the Barclays Cen-
ter. Cops later told resi-
dents at a Fort Greene com-
munity board meeting that 
fi ghts break out when large 
groups of teens gather, and 
that the precincts’ top cops 
decided the way to deal 
with the problem is to keep 
the kids moving. A civil 
rights lawyer called the 
strategy “straight up un-
constitutional.”

A Community Affairs of-
fi cer with the 78th Precinct 
said its offi cers weren’t in-
vited to the  town hall fo-
rum, and none attended. A 
commander from the divi-
sion that patrols the cam-
pus did show up, and told a 
reporter his offi cers don’t 
shoo youths.

“We don’t tell the kids to 
leave,” said Lyndsey Marti-
nez, deputy director of the 
School Safety Division. “We 
just want to make sure the 
dismissals are orderly.”

The claim runs contrary 
to an NY1 report in which 
a camera crew fi lmed a 
school safety agent telling 

students, “Let’s go. Let’s go. 
Let’s go.” The agent then 
broke the lens off the news 
camera and, when the team 
reassembled it, tried to 
block the camera with her 
hat. The NYPD is inves-
tigating the behavior, ac-
cording to  the NY1 report .

Martinez told the crowd 
of about 100 that there is a 
problem with police-teen 
relations, and that he will 
try to fi x it.

“There are clearly some 
issues. This is the fi rst 
we’re hearing about it,” he 
said. “We’re not perfect. 

We’ll make some changes 
at this school if need be.”

The words did little to 
assuage the anger of the 
stream of black and Latino 
students who took to a mi-
crophone to talk about the 
persecution they feel out-
side school walls.

“I can’t go anywhere in 
the neighborhood without 
being looked at in a certain 
way,” said Phedon Thomas, 
a junior from Park Slope 
Collegiate, one of the four 
schools that share the cam-
pus. “It’s overwhelming.”

Ethan Edobor, another 

junior from Park Slope Col-
legiate, said he had been 
kicked out of a restaurant 
by police for a fi ght he had 
nothing to do with. He just 
happened to resemble the 
people involved, he said.

“They’re judging people 
by the way they look,” he 
said of the police and store 
owners in the area. 

Park Slope Collegiate’s 
principal echoed the sen-
timent and said she was 
glad everyone turned out to 
sound off in support of the 
youth.

“They absolutely have 

every right to be here,” said 
principal Jill Bloomberg, 
who is white. “It was great 
to have community mem-
bers come out and say to 
the kids that they are wel-
comed. It’s very sad that 
they needed to do that.”

Neighbors say school-
kids can be a pain, but that 
they’ve never gotten out of 
control.

A manager at a Seventh 
Avenue pizzeria said kids 
from John Jay schools can 
crowd the tables when class 
lets out, but that’s about as 
far as it goes.

Park Slope parents and students blast NYPD’s ‘racist’ teen-shooing tactic

SOUNDING OFF: (Above) Students support a girl speaking out against treatment by police during a 
forum at the John Jay Educational Campus in Park Slope on Friday. (Top right) Flatbush resident Adam 
Stevens, the parent of a Park Slope Collegiate sixth-grader, says that police are harassing students 
based on how they look. (Bottom right) The NYPD’s deputy director of school safety  Lyndsey Martinez 
says his offi cers patrol school property but not the surrounding area, and denied that they shoo 
students, despite evidence to the contrary. Photos by Elizabeth Graham

CRACKDOWN SMACKED DOWN

Continued on page 7



O
CT. 19, 2014, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

7

BY VANESSA OGLE
Security guards who were 
caught on video kicking, 
punching, and choking a 
high school freshman at a 
Marine Park shopping cen-
ter must be fi red immedi-
ately, outraged residents 
claim.

The video shows at least 
four security guards at-
tacking 16-year-old Chris-
topher Henry — who is now 
being charged for assault 
— at the Kings Plaza Shop-
ping Center on Oct. 5. And 
the mall cops allegedly con-
tinued beating him until 
police arrived, according to 
an eyewitness who took the 
graphic 30-second video, 
and thinks they should be 
fi red. 

“They should lose their 
jobs — anger in that job 
title should never over-
take you,” said Shaunter-
nette Melton, who added 
she would never want her 
young son to suffer an at-
tack like this. “They busted 
his head open as he got up-
stairs.”

Livid locals held a press 
conference on Oct. 8 at the 
mall calling for justice for 
Henry, who was arrested af-
ter the incident and charged 
with assault, attempted as-
sault, menacing, disorderly 
conduct, and harassment. 
The security guards have 
been suspended by their 
employers, AlliedBarton 
Security Services, but they 
have not been charged with 
any crime. 

Henry’s mother, Susan, 
said she is beyond angry 
at how the situation is be-
ing handled and she plans 
to press charges against 
the guards — especially 
the duo who repeatedly as-
saulted her son even after 
he was restrained.  

“I am pissed,” she said. 
“I’m going to press charges 
on them — especially the 
one that was trying to 
strangle him and the one 
kicking him in his head.”

Steve DeClara, the se-
nior manager of Kings 
Plaza, said the video is 
“disturbing,” and that the 
shopping center is cooper-
ating with the police inves-
tigation of the incident. 

A spokeswoman for the 
security company blamed 
the fi sticuffs on Henry, 

claiming that he attacked 
the guards fi rst after they 
asked him to leave the 
mall.

“Immediately prior to 
the events shown on the 
video, this individual had 
instigated a violent dis-
turbance at the mall and 
after refusing to leave as 
instructed, had assaulted 
members of our security 
team,” said Samantha 
Thomas, a spokeswoman 
for AlliedBarton Security 
Services. “All security of-
fi cers involved have been 
suspended pending a thor-
ough investigation.”

The shopping center is 
no stranger to violent dis-
ruptions, but previous in-
cidents centered on fi ghts 
between teens, rather than 
altercations with mall se-
curity.  Last winter, a large 
group of teens got into a 
massive mall brawl a few 
days after Christmas . 

A local community ac-
tivist said he is meeting 
Kings Plaza managers to 
brainstorm new policies 
to end mall brawls alto-
gether — but fi rst, he wants 
to make sure the guards 
involved in the Henry in-
cident don’t return to the 
mall.  

“I will be calling for the 
immediate fi ring of those 
guards involved,” said 
Tony Herbert. “We have to 
come up with a plan to help 
defl ect any of those circum-
stances ever happening 
again.”

Pile on: A bystander caught se-
curity guards on video holding 
a teen down and punching him 
at the Kings Plaza mall on Oct. 
5. Shaunternette Melton
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Brawl at the mall
Caught on tape: Mall cop teen beat down

TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org

“Sometimes there are 
too many. They block the 
doors, they hang out when 
we need seats for other cus-
tomers, but it’s not so bad,” 
said Renato Vilardo, man-
ager of La Bruschetta Pizza 
between Fifth and Sixth 
streets.

Luke Vargas, a neighbor 
who lives above a yogurt 
shop a few blocks from the 
school, said youths gather 
in the neighborhood, but 
that he has never seen cops 
break them up. Vargas is a 
radio reporter who some-

times works from home 
and said that, while the 
noise can interfere with his 
recording, the crowds don’t 
stick around.

“They clear out pretty 
early,” he said.

John Jay High School 
once occupied the whole 
school building, but closed 
in 2001 after decades dur-
ing which it gained a rep-
utation as a crime-ridden 
dump.

Now-head of the Depart-
ment of Education Carmen 
Farina oversaw the merg-
ing of three existing schools 
onto the John Jay campus 
as  district superintendent  
in 2001. That scheme failed 

and, in 2004, the schools 
split but remained shoul-
der-to-shoulder.

A majority of students at 
the schools are non-white 
and live outside of Park 
Slope. The administration 
of Park Slope Collegiate, 
a middle school and high 
school, has made racial and 
economic integration a pri-
ority and, to that end, has 
resisted implementing stu-
dent tracking  . The  selec-
tive Millenium Brooklyn 
High School opened in the 
building in 2011  over  pro-
tests saying it would fur-
ther entrench patterns of 
racial segregation ,

— with Noah Hurowitz

TEENS
Continued from page 6
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Kids will spend 11 minutes 
dressing Spike up 
like a princess.

How about two 
minutes to brush 

their teeth?

TO FIND YOUR NEAREST DONATION CENTER, 

GO TO 

parks department spokes-
woman said.

“Although all of these 
elements add to the cost of 
construction, it is vital that 
we make these investments 
now in order to ensure the 
long-term resilience of our 
facilities in the event of 
severe weather,” rec rep 
Meghan Lalor said.

The original plan for 
the bathroom, presented in 
September, placed the bath-
room smack in the middle 
of the park, angering Red 
Hookers who said it took 
up too much space, blocked 
the view of the harbor, and 
cost too much. The city 
went back to the drawing 
board and, though the bud-
get remains the same, park 
designers won some neigh-
bors over with new plans at 
an Oct. 9 meeting.

One of two new bath-
room plans calls for the 
new structure to be placed 

in the corner of the park 
furthest from the end of 
Coffey Street, and to come 
with a shorter wheelchair 
ramp and sit closer to the 
ground, meaning it should 
end up costing less. A sec-
ond plan shows the facil-
ity placed between the 
middle of the park and the 
corner.

One park lover said 
that no matter where it is 
placed, the toilet hut as de-
signed is an out-of-place 
eyesore.

“This will be a post-
modern droplet in the 
middle of a Civil War-era 
warehouse district,” said 
CJ Dallett.

But another resident 
in attendance said adding 
loos is crucial if the park is 
going to serve people who 
don’t live in holding-it dis-
tance.

“This park is a gem for 
the whole city,” said John 
McGettrick, a longtime Red 
Hook activist. “We owe it to 
them to share this unique 
space.”

The parks department 
has not yet released a time-
line for the project, and de-
signers plan to draw up one 
more set of plans before 
making a formal proposal 
to the community board’s 
parks committee.

Councilman Carlos 
Menchaca (D–Sunset Park), 
who called the meeting, 
told attendees that it is not 
too late to scrap the bath-
room plan entirely, noting 
that it wouldn’t mean $2.4 
million leaving Red Hook.

“Those are City Coun-
cil dollars, and if we do de-
cide to end this project, our 
money will stay here,” he 
said.

If the latrines get built as 
budgeted, the bill for them 
will only run a seventh of 
the $16.5 million Carmine 
Carro Fieldhouse in Ma-
rine Park, which cost more 
than three times the Free-
dom Tower per square foot 
and  had to close shortly af-
ter opening because a city 
contractor installed a set of 
locks backward .

BATHROOMS
Continued from page 1

— he has never had those 
problems ever.”

Residents say the buses 
double park, block drive-
ways, and loudly idle at all 
hours of the night and early 
morning. 

But residents who have 
complained to 311, the 63rd 
Precinct, and even 911 say 
they aren’t sure where else 
to turn.

“My mother keeps tell-
ing me contact Erin Brock-
ovich,” said DeBiasi. 

One local elected offi cial 
said he isn’t surprised the 
thick fumes are causing 
health problems, and said 
the police need to ticket 
the buses illegally idling to 
quell the exhaust. 

“If the buses are idling, 
those are toxic fumes,” said 
Councilman Alan Maisel 
(D–Marine Park). “The po-
lice department has to en-
force the rules — they’re 
not allowed to idle there, 
they’re not allowed to park 
on the street.”

DeBiasi said her son 
is now taking Singulair, 
a drug used to prevent 
asthma attacks. And her 
toddler, who had mild 
asthma, needs more medi-
cation than ever since the 

school year started.
“Now I had to up all his 

medication,” she said. “We 
were trying to wean him 
off — it was doing well then 
I took him in the beginning 
of September, I had to put 
him back on.”

Another nearby par-
ent said his baby is having 
similar symptoms — and 
his son’s respiratory issues 
are so severe, he said he is 
thinking about moving.

“My son is 15 months old 
— I’ve seen an increase in 
coughing, without a doubt,” 

said Joseph Buoncore, who 
lives down the street from 
the depot. “It is a health 
concern, it is a safety con-
cern. I’m strongly consid-
ering selling the home.”

He said if the police 
don’t start issuing sum-
monses soon, the neigh-
borhood air will become 
even more dangerous for 
residents in a few months 
because the buses will be 
idling for even longer peri-
ods while they heat up their 
vehicles when the tempera-
ture drops. 

Continued from page 1 

BUS

Exhausting problem: Jennifer DiBiasi holds her son, Christian, and 
stands with her children Valentina, Vincent, and Maria outside the 
bus depot that she says is causing her sons’ breathing problems. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
What a load of crap.

Somebody dumped a 
whole heap of horse ma-
nure at a dead end beside 
the Gowanus Canal last 
week.

The culprit may have 
been trying to avoid the 
hassle of trucking the 
equestrian waste to nearby 
farms, which stable owners 
and farmers we polled said 
is standard practice.

Our eagle-eyed pho-
tographer spotted the two 
piles of plop on Oct. 6 at the 
end of Huntington Street, 
between Smith Street and 
Brooklyn’s  nautical   purga-
tory .

And by the looks of it, 
they came out of more than 
one animal.

The nearest horse 
housing is Kensington 
Stables, two and a half 
miles away in Windsor 
Terrace. The stable’s 
owner said his 30 horses 
produce far more waste 

horse dung 
isn’t produced 
in enough vol-
ume around 
here for it to 
have become a 
hot commod-
ity, and that the 
cost of trans-
porting it from 
New York City 
generally out-
weighs what 
farms might 
pay.

“If you’re in 
the city, no one is going to 
make money selling horse 
manure upstate,” said Paul 
Alward, of the New Paltz, 
New York company Hud-
son Valley Harvest.

Some city horse opera-
tions contract with rural 
mushroom farmers, who 
grow toadstools out of the 
road stools, Alward said. 

Jamaica Bay Riding 
Academy in Mill Basin 
does just that, paying 
a Pennsylvania fungus 

than what was dumped 
canal-side, and that there 
is a system in place to 
deal with it all.

“We don’t have any issue 
with manure because it all 
gets shipped upstate,” said 
owner Walker Blankin-
ship, explaining that his 
company pays to have the 
poop hauled away.

An upstate small-farm-
food distributor said that, 
while cow manure is 
widely used as fertilizer, 

Scoffl aw dumps manure beside Gowanus Canal

THE SCENE OF THE CRIME: The plant life at 
the end of Huntington Street may benefi t from 
the dung drop-off, but humans could contract 
diseases from it. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

This is horses---!

professional to cart off 
the excrement, a worker 
said.

Horse feces  can carry 
lethal bacteria , but the 

city treats dumping it the 
same as unloading house-
hold garbage, a sanitation 
department spokesman 
said.

The department opened 
an investigation into the 
source of the dumped dung 
after a call from this paper, 
the spokesman said.

DUMP-TRUCK: The end of Huntington Street in Gowanus is not where horse manure is supposed to 
end up. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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fairly burden the neighbor-
hood with shelters. 

“To me, ‘fair share’ 
doesn’t mean around the 
corner from another shel-
ter,” said Assemblywoman 
Helene Weinstein (D–East 
Flatbush). “It should also 
be spread throughout com-
munities.”

The new shelter is at 
the corner of Emmons Av-
enue and Bragg Street. It 
has a Bragg Street address 
but residents enter via a 
walkway from Bringham 
Street. 

The facility currently 
houses 14 families, accord-
ing to the Department of 
Homeless Services, but 
Weinstein said the shelter 
could potentially have up to 
69 families. 

Because it is classifi ed 
as a temporary emergency 
shelter, the facility — which 
is still under construction 
— is only authorized to op-

erate for six months. But 
Weinstein said the com-
munity board is concerned 
the shelter will become a 
long-term neighborhood 
fi xture.  

“We’ve talked about 
whether this is a back-door 
way to get to having some-
thing permanent,” she 
said. 

One local said he’s con-
cerned about the shelter’s 
location because it’s in the 
riskiest fl ood zone.    

“My fi rst concern was 
that, why put a shelter in 
‘Zone A’ fl ood zone?” said 
Tom Paolillo, a board mem-
ber of the Sheepshead Bay-
Plumb Beach Civic Associ-
ation. 

“If there is another 
storm and they say, ‘Evacu-
ate Zone A,’ now you’ve got 
to evacuate homeless fami-
lies, and who is going to do 
that and where are they go-
ing to go?” 

But another resident 
said that regardless of how 
many families eventually 
move into the shelter, the 

community shouldn’t turn 
its back on them. 

“After Sandy, and our 
own people being home-
less, are you going to deny 
people who are homeless 
— or children — from go-
ing into an emergency 
homeless shelter because 
you don’t like their color 
or their race or where they 
came from?” said Barbara 
Berardelli.

She said because the 
shelter is inevitable — 
at least for the next six 
months — all locals can do 
is to press the police and 
elected offi cials to increase 
efforts to keep the neigh-
borhood safe, for both the 
current residents and the 
new ones.

“You can tell your po-
lice, your politicals, that 
you want that homeless 
shelter to be kept safe so 
the abusive ex-husband 
doesn’t hang out outside 
— and you want protection 
for the neighborhood,” 
Berardelli said.  “That’s 
what you can do.”

plaint regarding repav-
ing Ocean Avenue in 
Sheepshead Bay.”

The neighborhood has 
been fighing an ongoing 
battle against pervasive 
street litter. In the sum-
mer, Councilman Chaim 
Deutsch (D–Sheepshead 
Bay)  hosted two neigh-
borhood cleanups  to 
spiff up area streets that 
are often cluttered with 
household garbage and 
stray trash. 

Continued from page 1 
TRASH

Continued from page 1 

SHELTER

REFUSE ROAD: This discarded Snickers bar wrapper was paved 
into Ocean Avenue near the intersection of Jerome Avenue. 
 Community News Group / Vanessa Ogle

HOMELESS HAVEN: The entrance to the temporary homeless shelter located in The Lyghthouse Inn 
on Emmons Avenue is on Bragg Street. Photo by Steve Solomonson
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