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BY VANESSA OGLE
The rumored closing of the 
Trump Village shopping 
center has fl ung the area’s 
seniors into fi ghting mode. 

On Oct. 15, about 50 
Trump Village residents 
protested in the courtyard 
near the shopping hub, 
holding homemade signs 
with heart-wrenching 

pleas written to the cen-
ter’s billionaire owner — 
“Don’t destroy our neigh-
borhood.”

The alleged  plan for a 
40-story condominium  ter-
rifi es the mostly elderly res-
idents of the close-knit com-
munity — one of Brooklyn’s 
several so-called “natu-
rally occurring retirement 

communities” — many of 
whom have limited mobil-
ity and rely on the shop-
ping center for everything, 
said one protester. 

“As you can see, most of 
us are seniors. Most of us 
do not have cars and many 
of us have walkers,” said 
Eleanor Carrabba. “What 

BY MAX JAEGER
The Ridge’s assemblyman 
wants to put your money 
where his mouth is.

The Dyker Heights Civic 
Association’s Oct. 14 candi-
date’s forum got testy when 
Assemblyman Alec Brook-
Krasny (D–Bay Ridge) 
suggested his well-funded 
Republican opponent Sta-

matis Lilikakis was so un-
prepared for offi ce that he 
would support expanded 
taxpayer funding for cam-
paigns to help stronger Re-
publican candidates win 
primary elections.

“For years I’ve been 
thinking whether I want to 
vote for public [campaign] 

BY VANESSA OGLE
A councilman, a congressman, 
and a state senator walked into 
a civic meeting — and what they 
had to say was no joke.

The local electeds told the 
Bergen Beach Civic Association 
Oct. 14 that there’s nothing funny 
about a  local bus depot that resi-
dents say is disrupting neighbor-
hood life  and even causing health 
problems.

Buses from New Dawn Tran-
sit speed down residential 
streets, block driveways, and ille-
gally idle for long periods of time, 
spewing  exhaust that is giving 
children respiratory problems , 
according to locals.

 One elected offi cial said the 
only way the smoke will clear is 
if the business closes. State Sen. 
John Sampson (D–Bergen Beach) 
said that city and state regulators 
may be able to fi nd grounds for 
forcing the depot out of the neigh-
borhood — or at least tie up the 
owners in enough red tape that 
they decide to take the business 
elsewhere.

“We have to make a decision 
— either we shut the business 

Continued on page 8
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Bias charges fl y 
over fracas
BY MATTHEW PERLMAN

It’s he-said, she-said, and every-
body is saying “hate crime.”

The scuffl e that Kings Bay Y 
director Leonard Petlakh says 
left him with a broken nose  took 
place at an Oct. 7 exhibition bas-
ketball game between the Nets 
and Maccabi Tel Aviv, an Israeli 
team .

In the police telling, the con-
frontation kicked off inside the 
arena toward the game’s end, 
when Palestinian-rights protest-
ers unfurled political banners in 
the stands and someone sitting 
behind one of them snatched a 
Palestinian fl ag away.

The pro-Palestinian activist 
version is that Nerdeen Kiswani, 
a Muslim Hunter College student, 

Continued on page 10
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SAVE OUR SHOPS: Jerry 
Flissler wants shops, not 
condos. 

Seniors fi ght shop closureA debate in Dyker

Electeds 
blast bus 

depot
IT’S HATE CRIME 
VS. HATE CRIME
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SPEAKING OUT: Pro-Palestinian protester Nerdeen Kiswani says a group of Israeli supporters assaulted her and stole 
a fl ag during an exhibition basketball game at Barclays Center on Oct. 7. Photo by Jason Speakman
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Best Certificate Yields
Looking for Best Depositors

Your Savings Federally Insured to $250,000**

13 Month CD

1.20%* APY

For a Limited Time Only

15 Month CD

1.50%* APY

For a Limited Time Only

1750 86th Street · Brooklyn, NY  11214 · 718-680-2121
1609 Avenue Z · Brooklyn, NY  11235 · 718-934-6809

www.brfcu.org
*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice.  For CDs, the rate in effect when you make your 
deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early withdrawal which may reduce earnings.  Minimum open-
ing balance to earn APYs shown above is $20,000.  For deposits $500 to $19,999 the APY is 0.25% lower than above.  
**250,000 insurance on IRA accounts.  All other accounts insured to $250,000.  Brooklyn Consumer Federation is a 
sponsor of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union.  Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 

= Color Match Paint =
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.
SATURDAY, 9 A.M.–3 P.M.

OPEN 
6 DAYS

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
A Pratt Institute student 
jumped to her death from a 
dorm balcony last Wednes-
day, according to police.

A friend of Mareena Ja-
cob told the authorities she 
saw the 20-year-old student 
leap from the ninth-fl oor 
balcony of her room at 6 
pm.

Offi cers arrived at the 
Clinton Hill campus, on 
Willoughby Street between 
Hall Street and Classon Av-
enue, shortly afterward, 
police said.

Emergency personnel 
rushed her to Brooklyn 
Hospital Center where she 
was pronounced dead, the 
authorities reported.

Jacob grew up in a sub-
urb in the San Francisco 
Bay Area and was a senior 
majoring in graphic design, 
a childhood friend said.

“She’s been a fi erce 
and loyal friend, talented, 
brilliant designer, a hero 
among friends, someone 
who cared more about oth-
ers than herself,” Julia 
Park said.

Park had known Jacob 
since middle school. She 
last saw her in California 
in August before the school 
year started.

Park “thought [Jacob] 
was fi ne,” she said, and 
the two had planned to go 
out for a drink when Jacob 
turned 21 in November.

“I still can’t believe she’s 
gone,” she said.

Police are investigating 
the death as a suicide, offi -
cials said.

Other friends of Jacob’s 
mourned her on Facebook.

“There aren’t a lot of 
people that genuinely care 
about others like you did. 
Not many people can turn 

someone’s day around 
just by being themselves,” 
wrote Jessica Nicole Nor-
ris in a post accompanying 
a photo of her with Jacob. 
“You were sweet, special, 
and truly unforgettable.”

Another friend, Iris 
Miao, also posted a photo 
of her with Jacob. It was 
accompanied by this cap-
tion:

“I want to go back to 
this moment and I want to 

stop time to tell you every-
thing.”

The art school sent its 
condolences.

“The Pratt community’s 
thoughts are with Mareena 
Jacob’s family and friends 
during this diffi cult time,” 
a spokeswoman said.

If someone you know ex-
hibits warning signs of sui-
cide, do not leave the person 
alone; remove any fi rearms, 
alcohol, drugs, or sharp ob-
jects that could be used in 
a suicide attempt; call the 
U.S. National Suicide Pre-
vention Lifeline at (800) 
273–8255; and take the per-
son to an emergency room 
or seek help from a medi-
cal or mental health profes-
sional.

Artist leaped to her death, police say

TOO SOON: (Above) Pratt In-
stitute student Mareena Jacob 
apparently took her own life on 
Oct. 15 when she jumped from 
the ninth-fl oor balcony of her 
(left) dorm. 
 Facebook and Steven Schnibbe 

Pratt student 
commits suicide

The source for news in your 
neighborhood:



O
CT. 26, 2014, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

3

BY VANESSA OGLE
It may be harvest season, 
but a group in Sheepshead 
Bay was doing some plant-
ing last weekend.

Bagels and Bulbs — the 
Bay Improvement Group’s 
fall planting and garden 
cleanup — gave several 
green-thumbed volunteers 
a chance to sprinkle seeds, 
plant fl owers, and beautify 
the neighborhood on Oct. 
19. 

The annual cleanup 
at Sheepshead Bay Road 
and Shore Parkway was 
so successful that strang-
ers on the street were 
stunned by the results, ac-
cording to an organizer of 
the event.  

“We get so many compli-
ments from people walking 
by — that always makes 
you feel good,” said Steve 
Barrison, president of the 
Bay Improvement Group. 
“It was amazing.”

Nine volunteers pulled 
weeds and removed dead 
vegetation to make room 
for premium plants, like 
red and white f lowers 
and adorable little cab-
bages. 

“There were a lot of 
weeds and ugly plants that 
were there,” said Katha-
rine Chen, a member of 

the volunteer organiza-
tion New York Cares. “We 
planted ornamental baby 
cabbages — that was my 
favorite because they were 
cute.” 

 Barrison said the group 
is also sprucing up sites on 
Ocean and Voorhies Av-
enues, but the Sheepshead 
Bay Road site is completely 
fi nished — and he said it 

will defi nitely catch resi-
dents’ attention.   

“We put out all that 
red cedar mulch and it 
looks fantastic,” said 
Barrison. 

BY MAX JAEGER
Credit where credit is 
due.

Police have arrested 
two Brooklyn men who 
were allegedly ripping 
off credit-card and cash-
machine users in Bath 
Beach as part of a scheme 
that extended all the way 
to China.

Offi cers pinched El-
vin Pineda of Gravesend 
and a Sunset Park man 
on Oct. 15 as they were 
allegedly drilling into a 
cash machine inside the 
TD Bank in the Caesar’s 
Bay Shopping Center at 
1:30 am, police said. Cops 
also found 72 Xanax pills 
on the pair, a criminal 
complaint states.

After arresting the 
men, detectives grilled 
them at the 62nd Precinct 
station house, and police 
say the suspects admitted 
they were taking parts 
from the machines to ship 
to China to help manufac-
ture skimming devices, a 
report says. When affi xed 
to cash machines and 
other card readers, skim-
ming devices capture 
bank-card information of 
unwitting users, which 

identity thieves then use 
to duplicate the cards 
and make unauthorized 
transactions.

Police say Pineda told 
them he had equipment 
for producing fake credit 
cards at his Bay 47th 
Street apartment. The de-
partment secured a war-
rant, and when search-
ing the residence found 
sophisticated printers 
and embossing machines 
to turn sheets of plastic 
into legit-looking credit 
cards, the complaint 
states.

The two suspects were 
arraigned on Oct. 16, 
court records show.

Prosecutors are charg-
ing the pair with criminal 
mischief, criminal tam-
pering, and possession of 
a forged device. Pineda 
is facing hundreds of ad-
ditional counts of posses-
sion of a forged device for 
the phony credit cards 
allegedly found in his 
apartment, the complaint 
states.

Pineda’s attorney de-
clined to comment and 
the Sunset Park man’s 
attorney could not be 
reached.

CARD SHARKS: Cops recovered more than 700 blank credit 
cards, forged identifi cation cards, and computer equipment 
that they say suspects used to encode stolen credit card infor-
mation on to blank cards. NYPD

Charge ‘em!

Sprucing up Sheepshead Bay Road

Cops nab pair for making 
phony credit cards

FLOWER POWER: Rebecca Paterson carries fl owers at the Bay Improvement Group event on Oct. 19.  
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Borough leaders welcomed Brooklyn Bolts players and coaches to the County of Kings at a ceremony held at Borough Hall on Oct. 
14. Tough-but-tender Borough President Adams called the atmosphere “electric” — donning the team’s signature headgear and 
presenting the squad with a citation from his offi ce. Bolts players also signed autographs and schmoozed with fans during the 
welcoming ceremony. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Beep and Bolts

PURLOINED PLASTIC: Cops found sophisticated printers and 
embossing machines used to turn sheets of plastic into legit-
looking credit cards. NYPD
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can we do to make it work? 
Where else can we go shop-
ping? Where else can we 
get a haircut?”

The owner, real es-
tate mogul Rubin Schron, 
hasn’t fi led paperwork yet 
for any new project, but 
the area’s zoning — resi-
dential with a commer-
cial overlay — means the 
rumored redevelopment 
would be as-of-right, and 
wouldn’t have to go before 
the community board for 
approval. 

Residents say they 
are also concerned be-
cause many of the stores 
in the complex have an-
nounced their imminent 
closure, and some shops 
have even posted peti-
tions aiming to save the 
shopping center before it 
is too late. 

Some of the stores will 
start closing in less than 
two months, said an em-
ployee at a dry cleaner, 
who confi rmed his store 
is facing the fi rst round of 
closures at the end of the 
year. 

“Yeah,” said Yong Lee, 
who works at Kurt Clean-

ers. “Dec. 31.”
Other shops say their 

leases are up in April and 
will not be renewed. But 
some businesses, such as 
a doctor’s offi ce and the 
chain pharmacies, have 
longer-term leases. An em-
ployee at the doctor’s of-
fi ce said she feels terrible 
for the businesses with ex-
pired leases but said her 
company has more than 
a year left — and they’re 
not going down without a 
fi ght. 

“We’re so sad about it,” 
said Liana Abraamovich, 
who works at Trump Vil-
lage Dental and Medical 
Plaza. “Our lease is not ex-
pired like the other places 
— we don’t plan to go that 
easy.” 

One protester, who 
has already collected 
more than 100 signatures 
for one of the many peti-
tions circulating to save 
the center, said she hopes 
the whole neighborhood 
keeps fighting to keep 
out the condos she said 
would destroy the neigh-
borhood. 

“It is the little guy 
fighting the wealthy,” 
said Elissa Schwartz. “It 
is going to overtake this 
area.”

Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without 
surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-sculpting 
procedure designed to remove fat and contour the body without 
invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to continue your daily 
activities without interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. 
ZERONA® works by utilizing the Low Level Laser (FDA cleared 
for laser body contouring to emulsify fat which then releases 
into the interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through the body during its normal course 

of detoxification. The ZERONA® procedure was 
proven through a double-blind, randomized, 
multi-site, and placebo controlled study in 
which patients average loss of 3.64 inches, and 
some lost as much as 9 inches compared to the 
placebo group that lost only half an inch.

LOSE 3–9 INCHES IN 2 WEEKS, NON-INVASIVE!
“What if I told you this cutting-edge device could melt inches 
off your waist and keep them off for good.” — Doctor Oz

talking about the ZERONA® LipoLaser

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, hips and 
thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight loss program — we 
are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off excess water weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  WORKSHOPS
When:

Where:
Cost: FREE

Continued from page 1 

SENIORS

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Police arrested a suspect 
in the Oct. 15 murder of a 
senior in Flatbush during 
a botched home invasion, 
but two more remain at 
large, according to po-
lice.

Offi cers cuffed the 

20-year-old East New York 
man on Oct. 18 and are 
charging him with mur-
der, burglary, attempted 
robbery and gun posses-
sion, cops said.

The terror began 
shortly before 10:47 am, 
when cops responding to 

Cops: We nabbed suspect 
in F’bush home invasion

THIS WAY, MA’AM: Cops investigating the murder lift crime scene 
tape to allow a neighbor to pass near the Rugby Road home on Oct. 
15. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

a 911 call found Leonard 
Phillips, 69, on the third 
floor of his Rugby Road 
home with a gunshot to 
the head, the NYPD said. 
Phillips was taken out of 
the house alive, but by the 
time responders rushed 
him to Kings County Hos-
pital Center nearly three 
miles away, he had suc-
cumbed to his wound, 
according to a police re-
port.

The violent ordeal 
started when three men 
strong-armed their way 
into the house steps from 
the busy Cortelyou Road 
shopping strip, between 
Cortelyou and Dorchester 
roads, and tied up an el-
derly female relative of 
Phillips’s inside, cops said. 
Phillips stumbled on the 

scene and tried to help 
the woman, but one of the 
fi ends opened fi re, shoot-
ing him once, offi cers 
stated.

A police spokesman 
said the home invasion had 
the look of an attempted 
robbery, but an offi cer at 
the scene said cops are in-
vestigating whether the 
three gunmen were tar-
geting specifi c residents of 
the home.

Neighbors were 
shocked by the murder, 
and described Phi l lips 
as an upstanding mem-
ber of the community.

Members of the 
Phi l lips family have 
owned the home since 
1978, proper ty records 
show.

— with Arthur De Gaeta
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JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
RESTAURANT

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
A nighttime group motor-
cycle ride turned tragic 
early last Friday morn-
ing when a biker and pas-
senger plunged from the 
Gowanus Expressway to 
their deaths, according to 
cops.

Jose Chevere, 30, was 
piloting his Kawasaki mo-
torcycle toward Bay Ridge 
at 2:05 am with Jalissa Ot-

ero, 24, riding passenger 
when he apparently lost 
control on a curve above 
17th Street and Third Av-
enue and rammed into a 
cement wall on the side 
of the highway, according 
to a report. The collision 
launched Chevere and Ot-
ero over the side of the el-
evated expressway and 
both plummeted 36 feet to 
the ground below, landing 

on 17th Street, police said.
Responders pro-

nounced Chevere, of 
Brooklyn Heights, and 
Otero, of Bay Ridge, dead 
at the scene, officers 
stated.

Friends of the victims 
said the pair were part of 
a group of six, two on each 
bike, when the crash oc-
curred.

— with Steven Schnibbe

Driver, passenger fl y off of highway

SCENE OF THE TRAGEDY: Jose Chevere and Jalissa Otero fell to their deaths from the Gowanus 
Expressway onto 17th Street when Chevere lost control of his motorcycle early on the morning of Oct. 
17, police said. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Bikers’ fatal fall

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Police are seeking a man who they say 
fl ed the scene of a fatal collision in Gow-
anus months ago.

Miguel Morales allegedly hit two 
parked cars with his 2013 Nissan Al-
tima, then struck and killed Filipe Cas-
tro of Sunset Park on May 10 as Castro 
stood in the Third Avenue bike lane 
near the intersection of Seventh Street, 
police said.

Castro, 27, suffered severe head 
trauma in the collision and he was pro-
nounced dead on arrival at New York 

Methodist Hospital, a report states.
Offi cers describe Morales as 5-feet-7 

and 225 pounds. Cops said he has since 
grown a beard to disguise a distinctive 

scar on the right side 
of his face.

Police ask those 
with information 
about the incidents to 
call Crime Stoppers 
at (800) 577–8477, go to 
www.nypdc rimes top-

pe rs.com, or text-message tips to 274637 
and enter “TIP577”.

Police: Suspect sought 
in deadly hit-and-run
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Ghoul school
There is more to Hal-

loween than candy corn 
and sexy nurse costumes. 
Get an ed-boo-cation in 
this history of the holiday 
with an illustrated lecture 
titled “Halloween: The Cu-
rious Story of America’s 
Most Horrible Holiday” by 
Halloween scholar Lesley 
Bannatyne.

Morbid Anatomy Mu-
seum [424 A Third Ave. at 
Seventh Street in Gowanus, 
www.morbidanatomymu-
seum.org). Oct. 26 at 8 pm. 
$8.

School of shock
The Brooklyn Music 

School in Fort Greene is 
turning its century-old 
schoolhouse building into 
a musical haunted house 
for one night. Teachers and 
a handful of a senior stu-
dents will perform as zom-
bie musicians — including 
the Headless Chordsmen, 
ZomBeethoven, and Hell-
vis.  Read our full story 
here .

The Brooklyn Music 
School [126 Saint Felix 
St. between Lafayette Av-
enue and Hanson Place 
in Fort Greene, (718) 638–
5660, www.brook lynmu sic-
sc hool.org]. $5. Oct. 26 at 
2–4 pm.

Creep-aret
Equal parts haunting 

and raucous, long-running 
British Brechtian punk 
cabaret trio the Tiger Lil-
lies is a highly appropriate 

soundtrack for a weekend 
of tricks and treats.

St. Ann’s Warehouse 
[38 Water St. between Dock 
and Main streets in Dumbo 
(718) 834–8794, www.
stannswarehouse.org]. Oct. 
30–Nov. 1 at 8 pm. $30–$55.

#Halloween
Wow. So party. Such 

theme. Dress up as your 
favorite internet meme — 
we predict a lot of “appar-
ently” kids and ice-bucket 
challenges this year — for 
the annual HallowMeme 
Costume Party, and win all 
of the prizes.

The Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. between Second 
and Third streets in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510, www.
hallowme.me]. Oct. 30 at 
8:30 pm. Free, but RSVP re-
quired.

Spooky sounds
Videology cranks up the 

volume and the creepiness 
on two vintage scary silent 
fi lms. On Oct. 30, synthe-
sizer player Dorian Wal-
lace will perform a live, 
original score to 1920’s 
“The Cabinet of Dr. Calig-
ari,” and on Oct. 31, cham-
ber music group Tenth In-
tervention will provide the 
score for 1922 German vam-
pire classic “Nosferatu.”

Videology [308 Bedford 
Ave. between South First 
and South Second streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 782–
3468, www.videology.info]. 
Oct. 31 at 7 pm. Free.

The walking dead
Andrea James, author 

of “Boroughs of the Dead: 
New York City Ghost Sto-
ries,” is leading a series of 
“haunted” walking tours 
through Brooklyn Heights. 
Stops on the creepy crawl 
include the former home 
of horror writer H.P. Love-
craft, and the Montague 
Street entrance to the 
Promenade, where the 
ghost of an old sea captain 
is sometimes supposedly 
seen.  Read our full story 
here .

[140 Court St. between 
Atlantic Avenue and Pa-
cifi c Street in Cobble Hill, 
www.borou ghsof thede ad.
com]. Oct. 31 at 7 pm and 9 
pm. $25 ($20 advance).

Boo-grass
Barefoot and Bankside, 

Dancegrass, Seth Kessel 

and the Two Cent Band, 
and the Melody Allegra 
Band bring the banjo to 
the Rotten Apple Roots and 
Bluegrass Halloween con-
cert.

Union Hall [702 Union 
St. near Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400, 
www.unionhallny.com]. 
Oct. 31 at 8 pm. $12.

Argh-clays!
If the concession prices 

at Barclays Center aren’t 
scary enough, the Boo! 
dance party — featuring 
Knife Party, DJ Snake, 
Tommy Trash, Tchami, 
Milo and Otis, and Craze — 
should do the trick.

Barclays Center [620 At-
lantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street 
in Prospect Heights, (917) 
618–6100, www.barclay-
scenter.com]. Oct. 31 at 7 
pm. $29.50–$85.

Scary movies
Stay up all night at Ni-

tehawk Cinema for its “A 
Nite to Dismember” mid-
night movie marathon. 
Catch “Evil Dead II,” “The 
Bride of Frankenstein,” 
“Friday the 13th Part 2,” 
“Dracula: Prince of Dark-
ness,” and “Return of the 
Living Dead,” plus give-
aways, trivia, and a cos-
tume contest.

Nitehawk Cinema [136 

Metropolitan Ave. near 
Berry Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 384–3980, www.
nitehawkcinema.com]. Oct. 
31 at noon. $50.

Monster bash
The annual Zombie 

Prom is lurching into Lit-
tlefi eld this year with a 
neighborhood-appropri-
ate “toxic zombies” theme. 
The hoards will be enter-
tained by a photo-booth 
and live music from bands 
including the Hollows and 
Sylvana Joyce and the Mo-
ment, and the corpses that 
come in the best costumes 
will be crowned prom king 
and queen.

Littlefi eld (622 Degraw 
St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus, www.littlefi eldnyc.
com). Oct. 31 at 8:30 pm. 
$15–$20.

S-Carrie
These are godless times. 

Get your red dress on (“It’s 
pink, Mama!”) and head to 
Mary’s Bar, which will be 
decked out like the prom 
theme from “Carrie” for 
Halloween. The costume 
contest winners will drink 
free all night.

Mary’s Bar [708 Fifth 
Ave. at 22nd Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 499–2175, www.
facebook.com/marysbar-

brooklyn]. Oct. 31 at 9 pm. 
Free.

Horr-oar
Canoeing in the dark 

— what could possibly go 
wrong? Find out by taking 
one of the North Brook-
lyn Boat Club’s nighttime 
Haunted Canoe Tours from 
Greenpoint to Dutch Kills.

Broadway Stages Boat-
yard [437 McGuinness Blvd. 
between Ash Street and 
Newtown Creek in Green-
point, www.facebook.com/
northbrooklynboatclub]. 
Oct. 31 at 8–11:45 pm. $25 
adults, $15 kids 6–12.

Monsters of rock
At Silent Barn’s annual 

Halloween celebration, it is 
the bands that come in cos-
tume — Dear Leader will 
come as the Neptunes; Del-
icate Steve will do the Red 
Hot Chili Peppers;  Heeney 
will take on Weezer; Banned 
Books will attempt the Pix-
ies; and Max Almario (Ce-
lestial Shore), Mike Shef-
fi eld (Heaven’s Gate), and 
Kegan Zema (Journalism) 
will dress as Blink-182. 

Silent Barn [603 Bush-
wick Ave. between Mel-
rose and Jefferson streets 
in Bushwick, www.silent-
barn.org). Oct. 31 at 9 pm. 
$10 with costume, $12 with-
out.

BY THE BOO-KLYN WEEKLY FRIGHT NIGHT BUREAU

Get ready, Spook-lyn! 

Halloween is this week away, and the celebrations are already 

haunting the borough. Frightened by all the choice? No need to get 

spooked — our crack team of All Hallow’s Eve experts have hand-

picked the most hair-raising happenings in the ’hoods, from now 

until the big day.

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2014 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

THREEPENNY SHOCK-RA: British punk cabaret trio the Tiger Lillies is playing a three-night Halloween 
show at St. Ann’s Warehouse, Oct. 30–Nov. 1. Felix Groteloh

HOT CHEETOS AND TAKIS: 
Dress as your favorite internet 
meme of 2014 at the Hallow-
Meme Costume Party at the 
Bell House on Oct. 30.  
Jeffrey Scott French / Forced Meme 
Productions

Pumpkin-palooza!
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Deep Tissue Laser Treatment is an innovative, scientifically 
based, therapeutic modality. This new technology 
offers advanced pain relief and expedited healing times 
through a process known as photobiostimulation.

Deep Tissue Laser Treatment delivers, deep, 
penetrating, photonic (light) energy to bring about 
profound physiological changes. ATP (Adenosine-
triphosphate) production is increased, inflammation 
and pain reduced and circulation increased at the site of 
pain. These changes in cellular chemistry are triggered by 
the deep tissue laser making it a true healing modality.

Deep Tissue Laser Therapy does not require the use 
of drugs or surgery, and there are no known side effects 
or risks that may occur with other forms of treatment. 
In addition, it can often achieve results faster than other 
treatment modalities. During the treatment the patient 
will feel a deep soothing warmth. This pleasant sensation 
reassures the patient that the laser is stimulating cellular 
activity.

Lasers have made a remarkable contribution toward 
healthcare, allowing practitioners to treat a variety of 
conditions with the speed of light. As a non-invasive 
tool, the laser is particularly effective for the efficient 
treatment of soft tissue injuries, sprains and strains, and 
a variety of other ailments and pain.

Low Level Laser enhances metabolic activity at the 
cellular level, without generating tissue-damaging heat.

Some of the benefits of laser treatment include:

  and scar tissue formation

packs a punch while remaining non-invasive. The Class 

with a treatment beam of up to 3 inches.
Because the Class IV laser reaches deep into the 

tissues, it is ideal for treating sprains and strains, arthritis, 
calcified muscles and fibrotic adhesions, as well as intra-
articular tissues inside of the joints. Its far-reaching 
capabilities also allow the Class IV to achieve results 
in less time than most cold lasers currently used today. 
With treatment times of as little as 5 to 15 minutes, the 
Class IV laser allows many conditions to vastly improve 
within a few visits. Oftentimes, patients find immediate, 
soothing relief that improves with each treatment.

A partial list of the kind of conditions that can be 
helped… 

If you are tired of living with pain and would like 
to see if you qualify for deep tissue laser treatment call 
718-234-6206 for a FREE CONSULTATION right 

with Deep Tissue Laser Treatment, that she offers one 
FREE treatment to see if you respond and if you are a 
candidate for this revolutionary new non surgical pain 
relieving treatment. Due to the overwhelming response 
to this type of offer, this offer will be good for the first 

Listen to what patients are saying: 
“I had been suffering from knee pain for many 
months before I tried laser treatments using Deep 
Tissue Laser. After just a couple treatments, my knee 
pain was reduced to the point where I can finally 
live a more normal life again. These treatments are 
simply remarkable!” 
 - Jennifer C. 

 “I started treatments with Deep Tissue Laser 
after I had injured my neck in a car accident. The 
treatments allowed me to return to work much more 
quickly than anyone had expected, considering the 
pain I was in. During the treatments, all I felt was a 
warming sensation as the laser was moved across the 
injured area where all my pain was. After just three 
short treatments, my pain was almost totally gone. 
Thanks, Doctor!” 
 - Jason B. 

“The Deep Tissue Laser treatments I received 
dramatically helped my recovery from a broken leg. 
Not only did it help reduce the swelling, the pain 
relief I experienced was nothing short of miraculous. 
My orthopedic doctor was amazed with the results.” 
- John M. 

Brooklyn Spine Center
Dr. Melinda Keller
5911 16th Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11204
brooklynspinecenter.com

718.234.6206
Does not apply to federal beneficiaries 

Are You Suffering With Severe Constant Pain?
New Laser Light Breakthrough Treatment

 May Reduce Or Even Eliminate Pain 
Of  The Worst Kind In Just Minutes

If you are suffering with severe pain despite all the treatments, that may have failed you 
in the past, you may now have some hope of reducing or even eliminating your pain 

with a new non-surgical, painless laser treatment now available in Brooklyn.

ADVERTISEMENT
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fi nancing,” said the four-
term incumbent, “and af-
ter the Republican prima-
ries in the 46th Assembly 
District — because of you 
Stamatis — I’m going to 
be voting for it, because I 
want to have an opponent 
who will be able to walk 
with me, debating with 
me at a very serious level 
— not just saying we have 
to do this and we have to 
do that without an idea of 
how to do it,” he said in a 
jab at Lilikakis’s claim 
that lowering taxes would 
be a panacea for declining 
state revenue, business 
fl ight, and even fi rehouse 
closures.

Brook-Krasny sug-
gested that Lilikakis 
only won his party’s pri-
mary by out-spending a 
better-qualified candi-
date.

“We have a Republican 
leader — Lucretia Regina-
Potter — who would be a 
great opponent. We’d dis-
cuss a lot of issues at a very 
healthy level. In those Re-
publican primaries, you 
were able to beat Regina 
because you were able to 
raise money and Regina 

couldn’t,” he said.
But if anyone would 

benefi t from public cam-
paign fi nancing, it would 
be Lilikakis himself, the 
challenger shot back.

“I know you’re all for 
public fi nancing and that’s 
fi ne, because you raised 
a lot more than I did, sir,” 
Lilikakis said.

State campaign fi nance 
records show that Lilika-
kis has raised a little more 
than $71,500 to Brook-Kras-
ny’s $75,680 — but $20,000 of 
Lilikakis’s total came out 
of his own pocket. Brook-
Krasny has out-spent the 
Republican by an even 
higher margin, records 
show. Lilikakis reports ex-

penditures of more than 
$71,100 this cycle, while 
Brook-Krasny spent more 
than $78,000.

But Republicans ap-
pear to be happy with 
their candidate, and 
Brook-Krasny’s favored 
opponent actually an-
nounced her support for 
Lilikakis earlier this 
month — despite a bruis-
ing primary battle and 
 Regina-Potter’s sharp 
words for the candidate’s 
powerful ally, state Sen. 
Marty Golden (R–Bay 
ridge)  after the vote. 

“It’s the fi rst time in 
30 years that we’ve had a 
united Republican party in 
Brooklyn,” Lilikakis said.

down,” said Sampson, 
who was interrupted by a 
wave of applause. “Or, we 
make it uncomfortable, as 
much as possible, so they 
have to shut down them-
selves.”

The lot was used as 
a bus depot before New 
Dawn Transit took over 
the site, but residents com-
plain that the new com-
pany is cramming more 
than four times as many 
buses into the fenced-in 
lot that sits directly across 
from their two- and three-
story homes.  

Rep. Hakeem Jeffries 
(D–Bergen Beach) said he 
will contact both the state 
and city environmental 
regulatory agencies to re-
port that the company is 
not following local and 
federal rules on emis-
sions, and said he plans to 
work together with Samp-
son and Councilman 
Alan Maisel (D–Marine 

Park) to find every means 
available to curb the de-
pot’s worst offenses, like 
speeding and excessive 
idling.

“Our commitment is to 
make sure we can identify 
everything we can identify 
at the city level, the state 
level, and at the federal 
level to see if we can get 
something done,” said Jef-
fries. 

One resident who has 

led the crusade against the 
bus depot said she’s glad to 
have the elected offi cials on 
her side now, since she has 
had trouble getting action 
as a private citizen.

“I called the police pre-
cinct three times — it only 
rung, it rung 30 times,” 
said Ann, who asked to be 
identifi ed by only her fi rst 
name because she said she 
fears harassment by the 
bus drivers. 

Continued from page 1 

BUS DEPOT

Continued from page 1 

DEBATE

Kids will spend 11 minutes 
dressing Spike up 
like a princess.

How about two 
minutes to brush 

their teeth?

TO FIND YOUR NEAREST DONATION CENTER, 

GO TO 

CRAMPED QUARTER: This lot is so jam-packed with buses that 
residents say some of the more-than 130 buses park on the street 
and block driveways.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

ONE NOTE: (Left) Assemblyman Alec Brook-Krasny says he can’t 
have a serious conversation with opponent (right) Stamatis Lilika-
kis because the challenger only talks about lowering taxes. 
 Photos by Steve Solomonson
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
It’s one small step for our 
reporter, one giant leap for 
Brooklyn.

Final Frontier Designs 
is a Navy Yard manufac-
turer with an out-of-this-
world specialty: space 
suits. The owners are 
shooting for a new market 
they hope will emerge as 
the budding commercial 
space-fl ight industry takes 
fl ight, but until then they 
are offering earthlings and 
local journalists the oppor-
tunity to take a walk in an 
astronaut’s shoes.

“Traditionally space 
suits and most of the space 
program has been closed 
to people who aren’t astro-
nauts,” said Ted Southern, 
one of the company’s found-
ers. “We think of this as a 
way to open the experience 
up to more people.”

Southern’s partner 
Nikolay Moiseev explains: 

“If you wanted to try 

one on before, you’d have to 
go to Russia,” he said.

Moiseev spent 20 years 
working on suits for Rus-
sian cosmonauts, fi rst see-
ing the fruits of his labor 
in orbit in 1988. But his 
fascination with the stars 
started much earlier.

“There’s one reason 
I’m interested in space — 
science fi ction,” he said. 
“When I was a boy, I read 
and watched a lot of science 
fi ction.”

Southern comes from a 
very different background. 
A graduate of Pratt Insti-
tute, he got into the busi-
ness of making extrater-
restrial attire by crafting 
elaborate theater costumes, 
then designing gloves for 
space suits. The gloves 
were a natural extension of 
his curiosity, he said.

“I’ve always just been 
really interested in hands,” 
he said. “They’re what 
makes us human.”

Southern met Moiseev 
at a design competition 
run by the National Aero-
nautics and Space Admin-
istration. They teamed up 
in 2009 and received a re-
search contract with the 
nation’s space program.

Final Frontier now 
makes a full space suit 
that it sells for a whop-
ping $65,000. But everyday 
Brooklynites can try one 
on for a cool $495.

The Navy-Yard-made 
suits consist of three lay-
ers — an undergarment, a 
bladder that keeps the suit 
pressurized in zero grav-
ity, and a fi reproof shell 
that protects astronauts in 
case of catastrophe. The 
undergarment is basically 
a spandex suit. The sec-
ond layer is made of nylon-
coated urethane that is cut 
with a laser. The outer-
most layer is made from a 
fl ame-retardant material 
call Nomex, and is stitched 

together using a sewing 
machine Southern’s mom 
bought in 1972.

The whole setup, includ-
ing a glass visor, weighs 
about 18 pounds. It took this 
reporter some gymnastics 
and a helping hand to get 
the thing on, but Southern 
said a more experienced 
space-traveler could suit 
up solo.

The commercial space-
travel industry has yet to 
lift off, so Final Frontier 
has not yet found a steady 
market for its gear. The 
partners have made fi ve 
suits so far, one of which 
is in use by a Navy test pi-
lot who fl ies a glider at ex-
tremely high altitudes, they 
said. In addition to charg-
ing folks looking for a taste 
of the Jetson life, they are 
also trying to develop rev-
enue streams by applying 
elements of the suit tech-
nology to more common ap-
parel, such as gloves worn 

by fi refi ghters or clothing 
for extreme hikers.

A potential problem, on 
top of that little issue that 
nobody’s buying the space 
suits now, is that Virgin 
Galactic, one of the com-
mercial space-travel com-
panies that seems to be 
closest to carrying custom-
ers into orbit, plans to do so 
sans space suit. The com-

pany’s star ships are being 
designed to not need a full 
pressurized suit, which 
Southern thinks is kind of 
a rip-off, considering the 
fl ights will cost $250,000.

“If you’re going to pay 
all this money, shouldn’t 
you at least get to wear a 
space suit and feel like an 
astronaut?” he said. “To 
me that’s the whole point.”

Navy Yard manufacturer’s goal: Outfi t astronauts

TO INFINITY: Intergalactic reporter Matthew Perlman dons a 
space suit made in the Navy Yard by Final Frontier Designs. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Spacesuit is B’klyn chic
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was holding the folded fl ag 
and that Petlakh and his 
friends snuck up behind 
her, someone punched her 
in the stomach, and they 
wrenched the fl ag out of her 
hands. A video of the incident 
released on Tuesday shows 
Kiswani standing next to 
someone who resembles Pet-
lakh’s suspected assailant, 
Shawn Schraeder, and whose 
home-made Nets T-shirt 
matches a police descrip-
tion. The video shows a man 
snatch the fl ag and Kiswani 
say, “He punched me in the 
stomach.” But no punch is ap-
parent in the video.

Kiswani pointed out 
that she was wearing a hi-
jab at the time and said that 
the treatment constitutes a 
hate crime.

“I was in shock,” she 
said. “Being the only vis-
ibly Muslim woman in the 
arena with a scarf, appar-
ently warranted assault, 
harassment, and snatching 
the fl ag of my origin from 
my hand.”

In the video, someone 
near the videographer calls 
for an usher, and Kiswani 
calls for one more loudly.

The footage then shows 
an usher questioning the 
man who took the fl ag.

“It’s theirs?” he asks. 
“Why you took it, sir?”

“Because I didn’t wanna 
have a political statement, I 
told you before,” the man 
seems to say.

The clip, shot at chest 
level amid a crowd, ends 
with the usher saying, 
“Come with me,” though it 
is unclear whom he is ad-
dressing. 

Petlakh touted the video 
as proof that he was not in-
volved in the fl ag-snatch-
ing and that the supposed 
assault on Kiswani didn’t 
happen.

“Needless to say that 
I was nowhere the fl ag or 
near the woman at the time 
of that fl ag being snatched/
given to the ushers, but 
don’t let any facts stand on 
the way,” he wrote in a state-
ment, suggesting that the 
surge of publicity from the 
Palestinian side is meant 
to defl ect attention from 
Schraeder’s Oct. 14 arrest.

Ultimately, security 
kicked both groups out, and 
the face-off continued out-
side, according to police.

That is when cops say 
Schraeder hauled off and 

socked Petlakh, breaking 
his nose and giving him 
a cut that required eight 
stitches to close, according 
to the Y. Offi cers nabbed 
Schraeder, an Occupy 
Wall Street media activist, 
in Saint Louis, Missouri, 
where a Twitter account 
registered in what appears 
to be his alias and using 
his image says he was pro-
testing the police killing of 
black teens. Offi cers now 
say the assault was not mo-
tivated by anti-Semitism, 
as Petlakh and Sheepshead 
Bay pols charged.

Kiswani’s lawyer, who is 
also representing Schrae-
der, said that Petlakh and 
his allies have been trum-
peting claims of bias to 
distract from their role in 
starting the altercation.

“My client Nerdeen 
Kiswani, was the true vic-
tim, of not only Mr. Pet-
lakh, but also his gang of 
thugs,” Lamis Deek said. 
“Mr. Petlakh felt that he 
could and would get away 
with claiming he was the 
victim when he was the 
aggressor. What he and 
his friends displayed that 
night was anti-Muslim, 
anti-Palestinian hatred 
against Ms. Kiswani.”

Both Deek and Assem-
blyman Steven Cymbrow-
itz (D–Sheepshead Bay) 
faulted Barclays Center 
management for not quell-
ing the dispute, but that is 
about all they agree on.

The Barclays Center’s 
spokesman, Barry Baum 
declined to provide its se-

curity protocol for han-
dling fi ghts, but said that 
arena management an-
ticipated “a strong reac-
tion” and beefed up secu-
rity accordingly. There 
was nothing wrong with 
security’s handling of 
Kiswani’s complaint, he 
added.

“By no means did se-
curity ignore her call 
for help,” Baum said. “In 
fact, security intervened 
immediately by separat-
ing the two groups. And 
the fl ag was returned to 
her.”

Cymbrowitz is de-
manding that District 
Attorney Ken Thomp-
son bring hate-crime 
charges against Schrae-
der, claiming that polit-
ical slogans by the pro-
Palestinian activists 
amount to hate speech.

“The attack [on Pet-
lakh] took place amid a 
barrage of anti-Semitic 
slurs such as ‘You are 

child murderers,’ and ‘Free 
Palestine,’ ” Cymrbowitz 
said in a statement. “As one 
of our city’s most promi-
nent Jewish leaders, Mr. 
Petlakh wants the perpe-
trator who attacked him 
charged not just for assault 
but for the anti-Semitic ha-
tred that both precipitated 
it and accompanied it.”

Amin Husain of the 
group NYC Solidarity with 
Palestine said he was at the 
game and echoed Kiswani’s 
account. He said that op-
posing how the nation of Is-
rael treats Palestinians is 
a far cry from hating Jews, 
but that the Zionist ideol-
ogy prevalent in Israel can 
carry its own form of rac-
ism.

“The charge of anti-
Semitism is always lev-
eled because we’re criti-
cal of the state of Israel 
and the ethnic cleansing 
that is happening daily in 
Palestine,” Husain said. 
“There is no room for 
anti-Semitism, but there 
is also no room for racist 
Zionism.”

A judge arraigned 
Schraeder on charges of as-
sault and harassment and 
released him on Oct. 18 
without bail, according to 
the District Attorney’s Of-
fi ce. Deek declined to com-
ment on whether Schrae-
der was involved in the 
altercation or if he was with 
Kiswani, but said that he 
plans to plead not guilty. 
His next court date is set for 
Jan. 27.

Continued from page 1 

HATE CRIME

IN HAPPIER TIMES: Leonard Pet-
lakh, who had his nose broken in an 
attack outside the Barclays Center, 
lights a giant menorah at the Kings 
Bay Y in this fi le photo. 
 File photo by Steve Solomonson
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(718) 368-5596  |  www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org   |   Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd, Brooklyn, NY

BRINGING WORLD-CLASS PERFORMANCES HOME

A Musical Play by Angelo Parra
Conceived & Directed by Joe Brancato
Starring Miche Braden

An electrifying, unforgettable, and  
surprisingly touching portrait of the  
“Empress of the Blues.” 

“One of the top-ten Off-Broadway  
experiences!” – New York Daily News

November 8, at 8:00 p.m. 
$30/25

 Drama Desk Award Nominee!
THE DEVIL’S MUSIC:  
The Life and Blues of Bessie Smith


