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BY VANESSA OGLE
Gerritsen Beach is still haunted 
by the ghosts of Halloweens past. 

It has been almost four years 
since area teenagers armed with 
potatoes, rocks, and eggs de-
stroyed a city bus and injured a 
senior citizen after a neighbor-
hood tradition got out of hand 
— and residents are fearing a re-
peat.

One local who  documented the 
drama on his blog  said he hopes 
police once again deploy a heavy 
presence in the area to prevent a 
replay of the mayhem.

“I hope they follow through 
on that,” said Daniel Cavanagh. 
“They had a cop on every corner 
— they came out in force. I hope 
that is what happens this year.”

One longtime local said it has 
always been a rite-of-passage in 
Gerritsen Beach for kids to par-
take in the Halloween pranks. He 
said for generations, local teens 
have tossed eggs and sprayed 
shaving cream around the neigh-
borhood — but he said it’s all 
harmless fun. 

“Going back to when I was a 
little kid, Halloween … a lot of 
kids that would go around with 
shaving cream and eggs,” said 
David Stevens, who said the me-
dia response blew the 2010 an-
tics out of proportion. “As far as 

Continued on page 14

Electeds come together to blast 
‘unhealthy’ Bergen Beach depot

BY VANESSA OGLE
A councilman, a congressman, 
and a state senator walked into 
a civic meeting — and what they 
had to say was no joke.

The local electeds told the 
Bergen Beach Civic Association 
Oct. 14 that there’s nothing funny 
about a  local bus depot that resi-
dents say is disrupting neighbor-
hood life  and even causing health 
problems.

Buses from New Dawn Transit 
speed down residential streets, 
block driveways, and illegally 
idle for long periods of time, 
spewing  exhaust that is giving 
children respiratory problems , 

according to locals.
 One elected offi cial said the 

only way the smoke will clear is 
if the business closes. State Sen. 
John Sampson (D–Bergen Beach) 
said that city and state regulators 
may be able to fi nd grounds for 
forcing the depot out of the neigh-
borhood — or at least tie up the 
owners in enough red tape that 
they decide to take the business 
elsewhere.

“We have to make a deci-
sion — either we shut the busi-
ness down,” said Sampson, who 
was interrupted by a wave of ap-
plause. “Or, we make it uncom-

Continued on page 14
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CLEARANCE

Gabbi Stevenson and Amanda Puzio show off the color splatters on their 
festive outfi ts at last Saturday’s Color Run at Aviator Sports and Events 
Center. For more on the fun, see page 13. Photo by Steve Solomonson

These colors run
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BY VANESSA OGLE
These grandmas know how to 
shine in the spotlight.  

The 13th-annual “Your High-
ness Grandmother” pageant gave 
grandmas a chance to strut their 
stuff down the runway at National 
Restaurant in Brighton Beach on 
Oct. 19. 

The Russian contestants wore 
elaborate costumes and showed 
off their talents — but it wasn’t 
just fl ashy festivities. 

The pageant was also about 
promoting world peace, said the 
founder of the pageant, by show-
ing spectators how to respect 
community elders and their tradi-
tions by treating them like family 
members.

“We have to start from fam-
ily tradition, respect for older 
people, and everything would be 
good in this country,” said Raisa 
Chernina, who founded the pag-
eant to pay homage to her mother. 
“A country is a big family and 
we’re part of this family.”

The bodacious babushkas 
donned daring costumes and per-
formed intricate skits.  One long-
time contestant created her own 
costume — a pants on half of her 
body and a skirt and blouse on the 
other — for her solo performance 
singing both the male and female 
parts of a Russian duet, changing 
her pitch to match the gender.  

“I was singing from the sol-
ider who has to go home. And the 
girl told him, ‘Take me, also, with 
you,’ ” said Ada Natenzon, who 
has competed in the pageant for 
10 years and began singing at 70 
years old. “He says, ‘I don’t need 
you. I have a wife and family.’ She 
says, ‘Go — I will fi nd another 
boy.’ ”

But aside from the talent por-
tion, Chernina said the day was 
really about celebrating grand-
mas and making peace with all 
family members — before it is too 
late. 

“It is not necessary to come 
to cemetery and say ‘I’m sorry,’ ” 
she said. “Everybody needs to hug 

and kiss and say, ‘I love you’ — not 
only to grandmas but to mother, 
father, brother — everybody.”  
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By Max Jaeger

This is one for the average Joe strum-
mers!

A Bay Ridge rocker will help wan-
nabe guitar gods live out their fantasy on stage 
at No Quarter Tavern on Oct. 31. “Shredaoke” 
is karaoke for guitar geeks — instead of hum-
ming along with that epic riff from “Bohemian 
Rhapsody,” you can play it in all its bombastic 
glory. 

The organizer has recorded backing tracks 
for more than 100 rock classics that aspiring 

axe-players can shred along with. But democ-
ratizing bar rock wasn’t the guitarist’s original 
goal — he really just needed some backup.

“I play a lot of bars, and I got tired of 
depending on musicians and bands, so I decid-
ed to record and edit my own backing tracks,” 
said string-tickler and instructor Paul Lucenti.

So Lucenti spent a year and a half record-
ing the drums and bass to more than 100 songs 
— including hits from hometown heroes the 
Beastie Boys and Type O Negative. 

The tunes simply acted as Lucenti’s per-

sonal fallback band, until he realized he could 
use them to make bedroom musicians’ rock 
star dreams a reality, he said.

The only catch is — you have to know 
the song. Lucenti’s tracks include lyrics for 
singers, but there is no guitar sheet music or 
tablature. So start boning up on “Sweet Child 
O’ Mine” now, because no one is going to be 
holding your hand through it, Lucenti said.

The Halloween-adjacent bash at No Quarter 
promises more than six-string showboating 
— drink specials and a $100 prize for best cos-

tume are on the set list, so even the tone-deaf 
can have some fun.

While you are there, tell Lucenti which 
song you want him to Shredaoke-ify next — he 
is taking requests and copyrights be damned.

“I have heard that record companies are 
cracking down on cover bands,” Lucenti said. 
“I don’t care if I become a target.”

Shredaoke at No Quarter Tavern [8015 Fifth 
Ave. between 80th and 81st streets, (718) 701–
9180, www.facebook.com/noquartertavern]. 
Oct. 31 at 9 pm. Free.

Bay Ridge bar offers karaoke night for guitarists

Guitar face: Kyle Blaine Corman belts one out 
while Paul Lucenti jams out a tune on his axe at 
“Shredaoke”. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Strum along if you know it!
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Annual pageant in Brighton Beach honors grandmothers

TOP GRANNY: (Above) Faina Konusova struts her stuff at the 13th annual “Your High-
ness Grandmother” pageant. (Top right) Ada Natenzon created her own costume to 
sing both characters in a male and female duet. (Bottom right) Olga Dubova matches 
her mustache with suspenders and a tie for her skit. Photos by Georgine Benvenuto

GLAM-MOTHERS
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BY VANESSA OGLE
It may be harvest season, 
but a group in Sheepshead 
Bay was doing some plant-
ing last weekend.

Bagels and Bulbs — the 
Bay Improvement Group’s 
fall planting and garden 
cleanup — gave several 
green-thumbed volunteers 
a chance to sprinkle seeds, 
plant fl owers, and beautify 
the neighborhood on Oct. 
19. 

The annual cleanup 
at Sheepshead Bay Road 
and Shore Parkway was 
so successful that strang-
ers on the street were 
stunned by the results, ac-
cording to an organizer of 
the event.  

“We get so many compli-
ments from people walking 
by — that always makes 
you feel good,” said Steve 
Barrison, president of the 
Bay Improvement Group. 
“It was amazing.”

Nine volunteers pulled 
weeds and removed dead 
vegetation to make room 
for premium plants, like 
red and white f lowers 
and adorable little cab-
bages. 

“There were a lot of 
weeds and ugly plants that 
were there,” said Kath-
erine Chen, a member of 

the volunteer organiza-
tion New York Cares. “We 
planted ornamental baby 
cabbages — that was my 
favorite because they were 
cute.” 

 Barrison said the group 
is also sprucing up sites on 
Ocean and Voorhies Av-
enues, but the Sheepshead 
Bay Road site is completely 
fi nished — and he said it 

will defi nitely catch resi-
dents’ attention.   

“We put out all that 
red cedar mulch and it 
looks fantastic,” said 
Barrison. 

BY MAX JAEGER
Credit where credit is 
due.

Police have arrested 
two Brooklyn men who 
were allegedly ripping 
off credit-card and cash-
machine users in Bath 
Beach as part of a scheme 
that extended all the way 
to China.

Offi cers pinched El-
vin Pineda of Gravesend 
and a Sunset Park man 
on Oct. 15 as they were 
allegedly drilling into a 
cash machine inside the 
TD Bank in the Caesar’s 
Bay Shopping Center at 
1:30 am, police said. Cops 
also found 72 Xanax pills 
on the pair, a criminal 
complaint states.

After arresting the 
men, detectives grilled 
them at the 62nd Precinct 
station house, and police 
say the suspects admitted 
they were taking parts 
from the machines to ship 
to China to help manufac-
ture skimming devices, a 
report says. When affi xed 
to cash machines and 
other card readers, skim-
ming devices capture 
bank-card information of 
unwitting users, which 

identity thieves then use 
to duplicate the cards 
and make unauthorized 
transactions.

Police say Pineda told 
them he had equipment 
for producing fake credit 
cards at his Bay 47th 
Street apartment. The de-
partment secured a war-
rant, and when search-
ing the residence found 
sophisticated printers 
and embossing machines 
to turn sheets of plastic 
into legit-looking credit 
cards, the complaint 
states.

The two suspects were 
arraigned on Oct. 16, 
court records show.

Prosecutors are charg-
ing the pair with criminal 
mischief, criminal tam-
pering, and possession of 
a forged device. Pineda 
is facing hundreds of ad-
ditional counts of posses-
sion of a forged device for 
the phony credit cards 
allegedly found in his 
apartment, the complaint 
states.

Pineda’s attorney de-
clined to comment and 
the Sunset Park man’s 
attorney could not be 
reached.

CARD SHARKS: Cops recovered more than 700 blank credit 
cards, forged identifi cation cards, and computer equipment 
that they say suspects used to encode stolen credit card infor-
mation on to blank cards. NYPD

Charge ‘em!

Sprucing up Sheepshead Bay Road

Cops nab pair for making 
phony credit cards

PURLOINED PLASTIC: Cops found sophisticated printers and 
embossing machines used to turn sheets of plastic into legit-
looking credit cards. NYPD

FLOWER POWER: Rebecca Paterson carries fl owers at the Bay Improvement Group event on Oct. 19.  
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Borough leaders welcomed Brooklyn Bolts players and coaches to the County of Kings at a ceremony held at Borough Hall on Oct. 
14. Tough-but-tender Borough President Adams called the atmosphere “electric” — donning the team’s signature headgear and 
presenting the squad with a citation from his offi ce. Bolts players also signed autographs and schmoozed with fans during the 
welcoming ceremony. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Beep and Bolts
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1557 Ralph Ave 
Brooklyn, NY 11236 

718.451.3344

Pick fruit. It’s fresher.
edible.com
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Howard Beach, NY 11414 

718.848.3344
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CASH FOR 
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WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!
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at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
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jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!
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WE DO
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WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.

BY MAX JAEGER
Summer may be over, but 
the dog days aren’t.

The canine costume 
contest stole the show 
during the Narrows Bo-
tanical Garden’s annual 
Fall Harvest Festival on 
Oct. 12. 

The fest featured arts-
and-crafts, local vendors, 
raffles, and live music, 
but when the dapper dog-
gies started strutting, 
there was only one place 
to be.

“Once it started, ev-
eryone was there,” said 
Victoria Viscardi, whose 
Pomeranian, Gia Marie, 
took the top prize for best 
homemade costume.

The contest-winning 
pom-madonna usually 
only wears designer fare, 
but this time Viscardi — 
a self-described “fabu-
lous dog mom” — wanted 
to try her hand at craft-
ing something completely 
original, she said.

“All her costumes are 
made by designers,” Vis-

cardi said. “She does not 
wear off-the-rack — she 
has worn gowns that 
cost up to $500. But I re-
ally took the time out and 
was thinking about it for 
months. I’m like, ‘this 
could be fun, different, 
and original.’ ”

The best-in-show 
award went to Noelle 
Fonak, Frank Tarsnane, 
and Ursela Nigrelli, 
whose four Bichon Frises 
donned shells and ban-
danas as the Teenage Mu-
tant Ninja Turtles.

Nigrelli and crew or-
dered the costumes on-
line, but they built a 
Ninja Turtles Party 
Wagon from a shopping 
cart and a whole lot of art 
supplies.

Both winners got their 
supplies — and a little help 
— from Ridge mom-and-
pop craft shop Norma’s 
Arts and Crafts Supplies. 
Nigrelli said Norma’s did 
such a bang-up job help-
ing her that she was wor-
ried the result might be a 

little too good.
“I had to push that 

shopping cart from her 
store on 77th and Third all 
the way down to my house 
on Narrows,” Nigrelli 

said. “People were look-
ing at me because she had 
put a missile launcher on 
top. I thought, ‘for sure, 
if you see something, say 
something.’ ”

Parading costumed canines

DOGS IN TOGS: (Above) Victoria Viscardi’s Pomeranian pooch Gia 
Marie won best homemade costume for “Cabbage Patch Pom” at 
the Narrows Botanical Harvest Festival’s Canine Costume Contest 
on Oct. 12. (Right) Four Bichon Frises dressed as the ninja turtles 
won best in show. Pictured with the prize-winning pups are owners 
Noelle Fonak, Frank Tarsnane, and Ursela Nigrelli. 
 Photos by Georgine Benvenuto
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BY MAX JAEGER
This shouldn’t come as a 
shock.

The Brooklyn Bolts elec-
trifi ed fans at MCU Park on 
Oct. 15 with a record-shat-
tering victory in the team’s 
fi rst home game of the sea-
son. 

The biggest crowd in 
franchise history watched 
Brooklyn’s hometown foot-
ball team deliver a historic 
win over its hated rival 
the Boston Brawlers 27–20 
— the highest margin of 
victory the team has ever 
seen.

In fact, there wasn’t a 
team record left standing 
after the undefeated Bolts 
sent the Brawlers home 
bawling.

Rushing yards, pass-
ing yards, tackles, and 
interceptions — the 
Bolts’ performance last 

Wednesday demolished 
the team’s previous high-
water marks of 0, 0, 0, and 
0, rewriting the record 
books for the most accom-
plished football franchise 

ever to play at the home of 
the Cyclones.

The Bolts’ unprece-
dented numbers were even 
more impressive consider-
ing that the game was also 
the fi rst time the team had 
ever faced an opponent in 
foul weather.

One season-ticket 
holder said neither hell 
nor high water could stop 
the victory.

“They played great. It 
was a great experience. 
The only problem was the 
weather,” said  Bolts super-
fan Nick Orlando . 

The intermittent rain 
didn’t stop 1,393 fans from 
turning out to cheer on 
 Brooklyn’s fi rst football 
team in 70 years , according 
to MCU Park. 

Even the gods them-
selves seemed to be rooting 
for the Bolts, as thunder-

heads hung low over MCU 
Park, bestowing a cloud-
burst blessing on the Bolts.

“The defense came up 
with a huge fumble and 
then it started downpour-
ing,” Orlando said.

The Bolts managed to 
clobber the Brawlers even 
without  star offensive line-
man Jordan McCray, who 
signed with the Green Bay 
Packers a few days before 
the game .

And in the hours after 
the game ended, the team 
shattered yet another per-
sonal best.

“We already have twice 
as many tickets sold for the 
next two games,” said MCU 
Park spokesman Billy 
Harner.

Is there any stopping 
these gridiron jugger-
nauts? Superfan Orlando 
says no way.

“I’m ready for another 
win next week,” he said.

Brooklyn’s mighty Bolts 
aim to continue the season-
long winning streak tonigh 
by taking down Omaha’s 
lumbering Mammoths (2–
0).

Omaha Mammoths at 
Brooklyn Bolts at MCU 
Park (1904 Surf Ave. at W. 
17th Street in Coney Island, 
www.brooklyncyclones.
com/ticketsmega/bolts). 
Oct. 24 at 7:30 pm. Tickets 
start at $20.

Bolts bury Boston, break beaucoup records

LIGHTNING STRIKES TWICE: Receiver Kevin Elliiott sails in his 
second touchdown of the game. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

FLASHY RUN: Bolts running 
back Mario Fannin high-steps 
into the end zone for the Bolts’ 
fi rst-ever touchdown. 
 Photo by Steven Schnibbe

SHOCK JOCKS

You are entitled to overtime pay
Some professions entitled to overtime are:

Superintendents

No Fee Unless we Recover Money for you

CALL NAYDENSKIY LAW GROUP NOW AT 
(718) 808-2224 FOR YOUR FREE CONSULTATION

Naydenskiy Law Group, P.C. 

* This is an attorney advertisement. All situations 
are different, exemptions may apply, call now for 
your free consultation. Initial Consultation does 
not create an attorney-client relationship. 

Best Certificate Yields
Looking for Best Depositors

Your Savings Federally Insured to $250,000**

13 Month CD

1.20%* APY

For a Limited Time Only

15 Month CD

1.50%* APY

For a Limited Time Only

1750 86th Street · Brooklyn, NY  11214 · 718-680-2121
1609 Avenue Z · Brooklyn, NY  11235 · 718-934-6809

www.brfcu.org
*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice.  For CDs, the rate in effect when you make your 
deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early withdrawal which may reduce earnings.  Minimum open-
ing balance to earn APYs shown above is $20,000.  For deposits $500 to $19,999 the APY is 0.25% lower than above.  
**250,000 insurance on IRA accounts.  All other accounts insured to $250,000.  Brooklyn Consumer Federation is a 
sponsor of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union.  Credit Union membership eligibility is required.
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68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Gunman gets goods
A masked armed robber stole $700 

from a gas station on 64th Street in 
Dyker Heights on Oct. 16. 

The gunman entered the store near 
Eighth Avenue at 8:43 pm, pointed a 
black handgun at the clerk and said, 
“give me the money,” a police report 
states. The clerk complied, and the rob-
ber fl ed down Eighth Avenue toward 
65th Street, police said.

Late-night larceny
Someone is robbing straphangers 

as they leave the D train station at Bay 
Ridge Avenue in Bensonhurst during 
late-night hours.

• A mugger put a knife to a man’s 
neck and stole cash and a bag from him 
at the station near New Utrecht Avenue 
on Oct. 14. 

The victim was walking home at 2 
am when a someone came up behind 
him and set a blade against his throat, 
police said. The aggressor took his vic-
tim’s bag and slipped some cash from 
his jacket pocket before fl eeing south-
bound on 13th Avenue, a report states.

• The next night, a guy who said he 
had a gun tried to rob another person at 
the same corner, but the would-be vic-
tim bolted. 

The victim was walking from the 
D train to his girlfriend’s house at 1:35 
am when a man came up to him, said he 
had a gun, and demanded his bag, po-
lice said. 

But lover boy ran, and the robber 
took off in the opposite direction, a re-
port states.

Police reports state the cases are sim-
ilar and both describe the assailants as 
a male in his mid-20s to 30s standing 
5-foot-11 and weighing 170 pounds.

Casement capers
A burglar who climbed through a 

window stole $100 from a residence 
at the corner of 11th Avenue and 72nd 
Street in Dyker Heights on Oct. 15. 

The resident left his home at 10:35 
am and returned at 11:05 am to fi nd 
that someone had entered the house 
through a window and stolen the cash, 
police said.

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Charged for charger
A brute knocked a woman over the 

head and stole her cellphone charger on 
Bay 37th Street on Oct. 20. 

The woman was walking between 
86th Street and Benson Avenue in Gra-
vesend at 10:30 pm when a man ran up 
behind her, struck her in the back of the 
head, and snatched the charger from 
her pocket, police said.

A cut below the rest
Two guys slashed a 63-year-old’s 

arm while trying to rob him at the cor-
ner of Bay Seventh Street and Cropsey 
Avenue in Bath Beach on Oct. 15. 

One of the thugs held the man while 
the other went through his pockets at 
8:30 am, police said. In the scuffl e, one 
attacker cut the man’s right arm with a 
box-cutter, a report states.

Potty break-in
Someone broke into a W. 10th Street 

man’s car in the time it took him to go 
to the restroom on Oct. 17. 

The victim left his vehicle outside 
his home between Avenue P and Quen-
tin Road in Gravesend to use the can at 
5 am, a report states. 

When he returned to his car min-
utes later, he found that someone had 
broken his window and stolen his wal-
let and cellphone, police said.

Home invaders foiled
Two hooded home invaders got 

spooked when they realized the Avenue 
P apartment they were breaking into 
on Oct. 17 was occupied. 

The resident told police that two men 
tried to climb through a rear window in 
the apartment between W. Fifth and W. 
Sixth streets in Gravesend at 10:30 am, 
a report states. 

But the would-be burglars fl ed when 
they saw the resident.

Close call
An 87-year-old W. Eighth Street man 

came home to fi nd a ransacked apart-
ment and three teens making off with 
his cash and jewelry on Oct. 17. 

The man left his home between Bay 
Parkway and Avenue O in Gravesend to 
go to the store, leaving his back window 
open, police said. 

When he returned at noon, he saw 
three teens fl eeing through the win-
dow, police said. 

The thieves took $100, credit cards, 
and jewelry, a report states. 
 — Max Jaeger

63RD PRECINCT
MARINE PARK —MILL BASIN—FLATLANDS—

BERGEN BEACH

Bumpy road ahead
Cops cuffed a directionally chal-

lenged dollar van driver who was going 
the wrong way on Kings Highway on 
Oct. 15, police reported.

Police say the driver sped through 
red lights and stop signs on Avenue M 
at 4:30 pm and caused vehicles to serve. 

When cops fi nally stopped him, the 
man allegedly injured two of the arrest-
ing offi cers, the police report stated.  

Whiskey in the car
Police arrested an allegedly intoxi-

cated driver who tried to fl ee the scene 
of an accident on Glenwood Road on 
Oct. 16, reports state.

According to the police report, the 
driver — who allegedly had four open 
bottles of whiskey in the vehicle — 
tried to leave an accident on Ralph Av-
enue at 4 pm. 

Police say he had bloodshot eyes and 
slurred speech. 

Graphic graffi ti
Cops arrested a 17-year-old teenager 

who they say was in possession of mari-
juana and was spray-painting property 
on Avenue U on Oct. 16. 

Arresting offi cers say they caught 
the teen red-handed on E. 33rd Street 
at 6:30 pm, according to the report. Offi -
cers say the teen has had prior arrests. 

Ruthless robbery
Offi cers handcuffed an alleged thief 

who socked a man in the face on Ralph 
Avenue to steal his phone on Oct. 17, ac-
cording to authorities. 

Police say the perp punched the vic-
tim near Flatlands Avenue at 6 pm. 

Offi cers say that the victim — whose 
face was bruised in the attack — helped 
police identify the suspect.  
 — Vanessa Ogle

SHE SNORES MORE
 THAN I DO, BUT I STILL 
LOVE MY HUMAN.

— BANDIT
   adopted 11-26-09
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FREE
PEDICURE

WITH ANY  

TREATMENT

  MADE IN THE USA

BEST PRICE IN BROOKLYN 

MAGIC SLEEK 
the next generation in hair  
straightening - Formaldehyde FREE

ONLY $125

LASIO KERATIN TROPIC 

Only $100

COCO’S BRAZILIAN KERATIN

Only $100

COPPOLA KERATIN TREATMENT

Only $100

INOVA PROFESSIONAL PURE KERATIN 

Only $100

ANTI FRIZZ TREATMENT BY YOKO 

a new generation - safe, gentle & natural 

Only $100

JAPANESE STRAIGHTENING BY YOKO

Only $175

* $25 Mandatory Gratuity * Specials Cannot Be Combined with any other offer. 

GREAT SERVICE - LOW COST - CALL NOW!

OFFERING ALL HAIR 
STRAIGHTENING SYSTEMS

ANY LENGTH HAIR
reduces frizz & curl 

blocks effects of humidity

makes hair smoother & shinier

cuts down on blow-dry time

BENSIMON
OPEN SUNDAY–FRIDAY
468 Avenue P, Brooklyn, NY 11223
718.998.3099
www.bensimonspa.com

ON OUR SPECIAL OFFERS
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BY VANESSA OGLE
Why did the seniors cross 
the road? Because a bunch 
of whippersnappers moved 
their wellness program to 
another building.

Elderly residents of 
Trump Village are urging 
a local senior support or-
ganization to reverse a re-
cent split in its programing 
they say cuts them off from 
some of its services.

The Jewish Associa-
tion Serving the Aging — 

an organization provid-
ing healthcare, wellness, 
and social programing for 
the elderly in Sheepshead 
Bay — split its services be-
tween two buildings at the 
Trump Village apartment 
complex back in July, forc-
ing participants to cross a 
busy thoroughfare to reach 
the services they’ve come 
to depend on.

Local seniors were never 
keen on the move, but the 
approach of winter — and 

the snow and icy sidewalks 
it brings — has prompted 
worries that many of them 
might be cut off entirely.  So 
dozens of program partici-
pants demonstrated on Oct. 
16, demanding the associa-
tion bring full programing 
back to their building be-
fore winter.  

The demonstrators — tot-
ing handmade signs and pic-
tures of their beloved staff 
they say were fi red or de-
moted after the reorganiza-

tion of the program — want 
to bring the 14-year-old pro-
gram back into their build-
ing before the fi rst snowfall. 

One protester said the 
division of the programing 
will make it impossible for 
some residents from their 
building — Trump Village 
section four — to receive 
some services.

“The seniors can’t walk 
across the street in cold 
weather,” said Sandy Mala-
chowsky. “They can’t walk 
back and forth with walk-
ers and wheelchairs to go 
back and forth.”

The association previ-
ously operated two separate 
programs in sections three 
and four of Trump Village, 
which both offered a full 
slate of services within both 
buildings. But when the as-
sociation merged the two 
programs in July, it decided 

to consolidate different ser-
vices in one or the other 
buildings — effectively 
splitting its programming 
between the two sections of 
Trump Village, so seniors 
now have to journey to the 
other program offi ce to ac-
cess all services.

The association says it 
maintains so-called core 
services — meaning medi-
cal and social services — at 
both sites, and only recre-
ational programing differs. 

“The way it is all struc-
tured now is that both sites 
are going to have the same 
core services,” said Alla 

Pliss, the Brooklyn District 
Director of the association.

Pliss suggested that the 
hike between buildings 
isn’t a burden to the seniors 
the group serves, and that 
the changes should increase 
program attendance.

“The difference instead 
of going down the stairs is 
going across the street,” 
she said. “It might be a lit-
tle more steps, but they’ll 
have more people who will 
take them.”

Sha also said that if any-
body needs assistance mak-
ing the trek, volunteers or 
staff members can escort 
them or arrange transpor-
tation. 

 “We are always working 
to ensure that the concerns 
of our most frail and vul-
nerable community mem-
bers are addressed and this 
includes attention to their 

transportation needs,” said 
Pliss.

But the protest orga-
nizer said the program con-
solidation has reduced the 
quality of service.

“JASA, without our 
knowledge, merged the 
program and gave us no op-
tions,” said Gloria Hacken, 
a local activist from sec-
tion four. “We had a very 
successful program — they 
merged us with a very un-
successful program.”

Hacken said she has 
contacted nearly every lo-
cal elected offi cial and has 
received little help — but 

she vows to keep fi ghting 
to restore  the original sec-
tion four program. 

“I started off with the 
councilman, I went to the 
mayor’s offi ce, I went to the 
governor,” said Hacken. “I 

don’t want to see it destroyed 
— that is why I’m frustrated. 
Too many people need it.”

Councilman Chaim 
Deutsch (D–Sheepshead 
Bay) agrees with Hacken.

“I need to do everything 
possible to help the se-
niors,” said Deutsch. “We 
need to make their lives 
easier, not more diffi cult.”

Deutsch said he has met 
with the commissioner of 
the Department of Aging, 
but there has been no reso-
lution as yet.

“It is like everything 
else — we need to continue 
fi ghting,” he said.

POWERFUL PROTEST: Riki 
Spiegel wants to bring senior 
services back to her building. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Seniors: This program divided cannot stand

1Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of date of publication and is subject to change without notice. 
The minimum balance to earn the stated APY for the 9-month Business Liquid CD is $2,500. The interest 
rate remains ��ed until maturit�. �ees could reduce earnings. The promotional CD must be opened with 
new mone� not currentl� on deposit with the Ban�. Please as� a ban� representati�e for the full terms and  
conditions of the Business Liquid CD.
2A penalt� ma� be imposed for withdrawals before maturit�. The penalt� will be wai�ed if the withdrawal is 
made after the �rst si� da�s of the account term or after the �rst si� da�s following an� partial withdrawal. 
3Visa® cards are issued b� �irst Ban�card,® a di�ision of �irst �ational Ban� of 	maha, pursuant to a license 
from Visa U.S.A. Inc.®
4Ser�ices are offered b� �ew Yor� Communit� Ban� and �ew Yor� Commercial Ban�, af�liates and wholl� 
owned subsidiaries of �ew Yor� Communit� Bancorp, Inc.
5Trans�irst® is a third-part� outsource pro�ider for 
erchant Ser�ices.
	ffer ma� be withdrawn at the discretion of the ban� at an� time. The ban� is not responsible for 
t�pographical errors.                    

myNYCB.com � (877) 786-6560

Open for Business 
with Choices that Work. 

Need access to your funds?
Get maximum flexibility with In-Branch  
Penalty-Free Withdrawals2

BUSINESS LIQUID CD

0.75%
APY1

9-MONTH CD

Ask about our other business products and services!
Business Edition® 
Visa® Cards3

Remote Deposit 
Capture4

Merchant 
Service Solutions5

CRABBY ROAD: The seniors are not happy that a merger of their local senior-service group means 
they must cross a busy intersection to attend programs.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

 COURIER LIFE CLASSIFIEDS
call (718) 260—2555
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Storm Warning Snaps On Problem Gone

FRAME IT SNAP IT ON

1 2

Easy On... Easy Off...BrakeWater Technologies
Introduces a Two Part Protection System

That  STOPS   Flooding!

Bracci 
Fence & Ironworks, Inc.

1440 Utica Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11203

718-444-4646
brakewater.com

SAVE $250
Per 

Window & Door Opening
Keep this ad.

Bracci Fence & Ironworks presents:

THE AFFORDABLE WAY 
TO PREVENT FLOOD DAMAGE

Stop Floods Through Windows And Doors!
DON’T LET IT HAPPEN AGAIN! THE AFFORDABLE SUBMERSIBLE ANSWER!!

Saturday October 25 &  Sunday October 26
11 am - 4 pm   

Canon presents

Enjoy this Spooktacular Event with Wildlife
Witch Shows, Bat Chats, Spooky Barn & More! 
For more information visit 
prospectparkzoo.com
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BY MAX JAEGER
Police arrested a homeless 
man they believe defaced 
the 9-11 memorial at MCU 
Park with white paint on 
Oct. 17. 

Offi cers collared the 
58-year-old on Oct. 18, under 
suspicion that he smeared 
paint on the memorial some-
time between 2:38 am and 
2:55 am Friday, police said. 

The man allegedly 
scrawled an incomprehen-
sible message on the wall 
and circled the image of 
P.O. Moira Smith, the only 
female NYPD offi cer to give 
her life responding to the 
terror attacks. Det. Joseph 
Vigiano’s likeness was also 
defaced, offi cers said. 

Police say there is no ap-
parent connection between 
the suspect and the two he-
roes whose likenesses he 
allegedly defaced.

The nearly 100-foot wall 
features laser-engraved 
images of the hundreds of 
police offi cers, fi refi ghters, 
and paramedics who died 
in the line of duty during 

the 9-11 terror attacks.
Prosecutors are charg-

ing the man with criminal 

mischief, a felony punish-
able by up to four years in 
prison.

BY VANESSA OGLE
Police are investigating the 
mysterious deaths of a man 
and woman whose bodies 
were discovered on Oct. 20 
in Sheepshead Bay.

Police found Michael 
Huhem and Kimberly Ow-
ens, who lived in Texas, 
dead at 12:44 pm at Huhem’s 
Emmons Avenue apart-
ment near Haring Street. 

Both were found un-
conscious and unrespon-
sive. Police say Huhem was 
sprawled on the sofa and 
Owens, 44,  was lying on 
the fl oor.  

The cops were visiting 
Huhem for a wellness check 
requested by someone who 
had not heard from the 
43-year-old and was wor-
ried about his wellbeing.

The incident is still un-
der investigation, but a po-
lice source said that it does 
not appear to involve foul 
play. 

The medical examiner 
is still running tests to de-
termine exactly how the 
two died. 

“Cause and manner of 

death are pending further 
studies for both,” said Ju-
lie Bolcer, a spokeswoman 
for the city medical exam-
iner. 

Homeless man arrested for 9-11 memorial vandalism

WHAT DOES IT ALL MEAN?: Police believe there is no connection 
between the vandal and the slain offi cers whose likenesses were 
defaced. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Mystery deaths in S’Bay

Heroes defaced

3500 Nostrand Avenue (between Avenues U & V)

718.769.2521
www.HQBK.com

Our comprehensive treatment program promotes a fast, safe, return to health

PAIN MANAGEMENT
Diagnosis and management of pain through various forms 
of treatment. Immediate and long term relief for head, neck, 
face, shoulder, arm, lower back, leg, knee, and ankle pain.

Pain
stops you
We can get you 

started!

CHIROPRACTIC CARE
Safe, gentle manipulation to reduce pain and improve joint 
mobility.

NEUROLOGY
Comprehensive examination, diagnosis, and treatment of 
all neurological disorders

PHYSICAL THERAPY/REHABILITATION
Improves muscle function to help stabilize the area of 
injury. 

SPINAL DECOMPRESSION
86% Effective in the treatment of herniated discs, bulging 
discs, disc degeneration and sciatica.

SLIP AND FALL PREVENTION
Our “Before the Fall” program will help you maintain your 
independence by improving your balance and coordination 
(covered by most medicare plans)

ORTHOPEDICS
Our orthopedic healthcare service incorporates detailed 
evaluation, diagnosis and non-operative treatment and care.

INVESTIGATING THE INCIDENT: Police gather outside the Em-
mons Avenue apartment near Haring Street at 12:45 pm. 
 Photo by Mark Mellone
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BY VANESSA OGLE
Last Saturday’s Color 
Run at Aviator Sports and 
Events Center gave run-
ners a chance to chase the 
rainbow. 

Participants all starting 
the race dressed in pristine 
white and ran the sprawling 
three-mile trail while they 
were doused with handfuls 
blue, yellow, and purple pig-
ments at fi ve points along 
the colorful course. 

Even though the colors 
washed off easily, one spec-
tator said the race made 
permanent impact on her 
daughter. 

“Her words were, ‘this 
was one of the funnest days’ 
of her life,” said Nancy Ste-
venson, a Long Islander 
who watched her 17-year-
old daughter, Gabbi, run. 
“It was amazing — it was 
better than I possibly could 
have expected.”

But the day wasn’t just 
about making it to the fi n-
ish line — after the race, 
runners relaxed at the af-
terparty, a bright bash with 
upbeat music and dancing. 
Color-splattered runners 
shimmied to songs and 
crowd surfed for the rest of 
the morning. 

One runner said the 
post-run party was the per-
fect fi nale for the festive 
day — and he said this run 

beat every other race he 
has tried, because having 
fun was its focus.

“The party afterwards 
was pretty awesome,” said 
Felipe Murcia, who lives in 
Manhattan and competed 
with his wife and their 
friends. “The run itself was 
different from other runs 
I’ve done in the past — it 
was a little more about hav-
ing fun than pushing your-
self to the limit.”

RAINBOW WARRIORS: (Above) Ross McCorkell and Lloyd Cameron, 
competitors from Scotland, are ready to show their colors at the 
Color Run at Aviator Sports and Events Center on Oct. 18. (Center) 
Party-goers get doused with vibrant colors during the race. (Left)  
The participants take turns crowd surfi ng at the afterparty. 
 Photos by Steve Solomonson

Runners show true colors

Think owning a 
home is out of 
reach? 
Think again.
TD Right Step Mortgage®:

 TD Bank, N.A. | Equal Housing Lender  | *Low income and moderate borrowers have 
verifi ed qualifying income which is 80% or less of HUD Median Income for area. Loans subject to 
credit appoval.
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I know, there is not a lot of 
vandalism or destruction 
of personal properties — 
the homes and stuff.”

But Cavanagh said that 
in 2010, locals were desper-
ately dialing 911, asking 
police to quell the chaos, 
and it took offi cers more 
than six hours to respond. 
By that time, he said, the 
damage was done, and the 
teens’ destruction captured 
national attention. 

He said some of the 
vandals’ parents — who 
demonized Cavanagh for 
documenting the mayhem 
— are still in denial about 
the damage their children 
caused. 

“Everyone was talking 
about it — friends across 
the country,” Cavanagh 
said. 

“The select group of par-
ents needed an enemy. It is 
easier to blame someone 
else than your own kids or 
people.”

An offi cer from the 61st 
Precinct said police are 
prepared to patrol the area 
this Halloween, just like 
they have in the years that 
followed the 2010 hijinks.

“It is going to be the 
same plan as it was last 
year,” he said.  “We had 
success with that plan and 
we’re going to implement it 
this year.”  

Cavanagh said while 
some parents were angry 

that he documented the 
teens’ behavior, most resi-
dents were thankful that 
he exposed the severity 
of the situation. And even 
four years later, he said his 
neighbors still know him 
as the man who publicized 
the Halloween antics gone 
awry. 

“It is still intense — it 
is never going to away,” 
said Cavanagh. “It is Ger-
ritsen.”

fortable, as much as pos-
sible, so they have to shut 
down themselves.”

The lot was used as 
a bus depot before New 
Dawn Transit took over 
the site, but residents com-
plain that the new com-
pany is cramming more 
than four times as many 
buses into the fenced-in 
lot that sits directly across 
from their two- and three-
story homes.  

Rep. Hakeem Jeffries 

(D–Bergen Beach) said he 
will contact both the state 
and city environmental 
regulatory agencies to re-
port that the company is 
not following local and fed-
eral rules on emissions, 
and said he plans to work 
together with Sampson and 
Councilman Alan Maisel 
(D–Marine Park) to fi nd 
every means available to 
curb the depot’s worst of-
fenses, like speeding and 
excessive idling.

“Our commitment is to 
make sure we can identify 
everything we can identify 
at the city level, the state 

level, and at the federal 
level to see if we can get 
something done,” said Jef-
fries. 

One resident who has 
led the crusade against the 
bus depot said she’s glad to 
have the elected offi cials on 
her side now, since she has 
had trouble getting action 
as a private citizen.

“I called the police pre-
cinct three times — it only 
rung, it rung 30 times,” 
said Ann, who asked to be 
identifi ed by only her fi rst 
name because she said she 
fears harassment by the 
bus drivers. 

Continued from cover 

BUS DEPOT

Continued from cover 

HALLOWEEN

CRAMPED QUARTERS: This lot is so jam-packed with buses that residents say some of the more than 
135 buses park on the street and block driveways.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

DANGER ZONE: On Halloween of 2010, teenagers in Gerritsen 
Beach destroyed a city bus — and police say that won’t ever hap-
pen again. File photo Gerritsenbeach.net
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Elect 

Ferretti
Jeffrey

Assembly 59th AD

Fight to lower property taxes 
and water bill

Fight to improve our quality of life

Fight to keep fee’s and fines for
local small businesses

Fight for our children’s deserved
first class education

VOTE FERRETTI 
November 4th

“I Live and Work Here”
“For the Betterment of our Neighbors”
“Leading and Serving with Pride”

Third Generation District

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE YOU?

www.nyc.gov/examsforjobs

sanitation

• Great pay and benefits
• Great advancement opportunities

Filing period for Sanitation Worker exam:

www nyc gov/examsforjobs

g p

Oct. 1 to Oct. 31, 2014

• Great pay and benefits

Here’s your chance to help the Big Apple shine.
• Great pay and benefits

Here’s your chance to help the Big Apple shine.Here’s your chance to help the Big Apple shine
JOIN NEW YORK’S STRONGEST!
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
It’s he-said, she-said, and 
everybody is saying “hate 
crime.”

The scuffl e that Kings 
Bay Y director Leonard Pet-
lakh says left him with a 
broken nose  took place at an 
Oct. 7 exhibition basketball 
game between the Nets and 
Maccabi Tel Aviv, an Israeli 
team .

In the police telling, the 
confrontation kicked off in-
side the arena toward the 
game’s end, when Palestin-
ian-rights protesters un-
furled political banners in 
the stands and someone 
sitting behind one of them 
snatched a Palestinian fl ag 
away.

The Pro-Palestinian ac-
tivist version is that Nerdeen 
Kiswani, a Muslim Hunter 
College student, was holding 
the folded fl ag and that Pet-
lakh and his friends snuck 
up behind her, someone 
punched her in the stomach, 
and they wrenched the fl ag 
out of her hands. A video 
of the incident released on 
Tuesday shows Kiswani 
standing next to someone 
who resembles Petlakh’s 
suspected assailant, Shawn 
Schraeder, and whose home-
made Nets T-shirt matches 
a police description. The 
video shows a man snatch 
the fl ag and Kiswani say, 
“He punched me in the stom-
ach.” But no punch is appar-
ent in the video.

Kiswani pointed out that 
she was wearing a hijab at 
the time and said that the 
treatment constitutes a hate 
crime.

“I was in shock,” she 
said. “Being the only visibly 
Muslim woman in the arena 
with a scarf, apparently war-
ranted assault, harassment, 
and snatching the fl ag of my 
origin from my hand.”

In the video, someone 
near the videographer calls 
for an usher, and Kiswani 
calls for one more loudly.

The footage then shows 
an usher questioning the 
man who took the fl ag.

“It’s theirs?” he asks. 
“Why you took it, sir?”

“Because I didn’t wanna 
have a political statement, 
I told you before,” the man 
seems to say.

The clip, shot at chest 
level amid a crowd, ends 
with the usher saying, 
“Come with me,” though it 
is unclear whom he is ad-
dressing. 

Petlakh touted the video 
as proof that he was not in-
volved in the fl ag-snatching 
and that the supposed as-
sault on Kiswani didn’t hap-
pen.

“Needless to say that I 
was nowhere the fl ag or near 
the woman at the time of that 
fl ag being snatched/given to 
the ushers, but don’t let any 
facts stand on the way,” he 
wrote in a statement, sug-
gesting that the surge of 
publicity from the Palestin-
ian side is meant to defl ect 
attention from Schraeder’s 
Oct. 14 arrest.

Ultimately, security 
kicked both groups out, and 
the face-off continued out-
side, according to police.

That is when cops say 
Schraeder hauled off and 
socked Petlakh, breaking 
his nose and giving him a cut 

that required eight stitches 
to close, according to the Y. 
Offi cers nabbed Schraeder, 
an Occupy Wall Street me-
dia activist, in Saint Louis, 
Missouri, where a Twitter 
account registered in what 
appears to be his alias and 
using his image says he was 
protesting the police killing 
of black teens. Offi cers now 
say the assault was not mo-
tivated by anti-Semitism, 
as Petlakh and Sheepshead 
Bay pols charged.

Kiswani’s lawyer, who 
is also representing Schrae-
der, said that Petlakh and 
his allies have been trum-
peting claims of bias to dis-
tract from their role in start-
ing the altercation.

“My client Nerdeen 
Kiswani, was the true vic-
tim, of not only Mr. Petlakh, 
but also his gang of thugs,” 
Lamis Deek said. “Mr. Pet-
lakh felt that he could and 
would get away with claim-
ing he was the victim when 
he was the aggressor. What 
he and his friends displayed 
that night was anti-Mus-
lim, anti-Palestinian hatred 
against Ms. Kiswani.”

Both Deek and Assem-
blyman Steven Cymbrowitz 
(D–Sheepshead Bay) faulted 
Barclays Center manage-
ment for not quelling the 
dispute, but that is about all 
they agree on.

The Barclays Center’s 
spokesman, Barry Baum 
declined to provide its secu-
rity protocol for handling 
fi ghts, but said that arena 
management anticipated “a 
strong reaction” and beefed 
up security accordingly. 
There was nothing wrong 
with security’s handling 
of Kiswani’s complaint, he 
added.

“By no means did secu-
rity ignore her call for help,” 
Baum said. “In fact, security 
intervened immediately by 
separating the two groups. 
And the fl ag was returned 
to her.”

Cymbrowitz is demand-
ing that District Attor-

Bias accusations fl y over Barclays fracas

SPEAKING OUT: Pro-Palestin-
ian protester Nerdeen Kiswani 
says a group of Israeli support-
ers assaulted her and stole a 
fl ag during an exhibition bas-
ketball game at Barclays Center 
on Oct. 7. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

It’s hate crime 
vs. hate crime

Are high rates and fees  
forcing you to improvise?

Call 1-800-LOAN-MCU or go  
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VISA Card are not permitted. The APR for Cash Advances for all VISA cards is a fixed 
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Continued on page 20
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Thousands of do-gooders 
fl ooded Prospect Park on 
Sunday to honor people 
killed by breast cancer, cel-
ebrate survivors, and raise 
money to end the disease.

The occasion was Mak-
ing Strides Against Breast 
Cancer Walk, a national 
walk-athon put on by the 
American Cancer Society. 
Many who took part in the 
event in Brooklyn’s back-
yard were survivors or had 
been directly affected by 
cancer.

“I like to walk and advo-

cate for research, anything 
to get us to a cure,” said Ni-
cole Paul, of East Flatbush, 
walking just a week after 
she lost her aunt to lung 
cancer. “[Breast cancer is] 
a cause I’ve always been 
close to because it affects 
women, but it’s also per-
sonal.”

More than 30,000 walk-
ers helped raise more than 
$1 million for breast can-
cer research at the charity 
stroll in Brooklyn’s back-
yard, which coincided with 
walks in each of the other 
boroughs and around the 

country. The Brooklyn 
gathering was the largest 
and most lucrative in the 
city after Manhattan’s, 
and 108,000 people partici-
pated citywide, according 
to organizers. Community 
News Group pitched in for 
the cause, donating $7,500 
to the Making Strides cam-
paign as part of our Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month 
campaign, which kicked 
off at the beginning of the 
month with pink editions 
of all of our community 
newspapers.

“Anyone who has 

watched the impact of this 
terrible disease on suffer-
ers and their loved ones 
understands the urgent 
need to fi nd a cure,” wrote 
Community News Group 
president Jennifer Good-
stein in an  introduction to 
the pink issue . 

The American Cancer 
Society has thrown Mak-
ing Strides Against Breast 
Cancer walk-athons since 
1993, during which time 
10 million have strolled for 
the cause nationwide, rais-
ing more than $594 mil-
lion, the group said.

STRENGTH IN NUMBERS: (Left) Cancer survivor Carol Garcia 
Crump, of Canarsie, joined the Making Strides walk, which was 
sponsored in part by Community News Group. (Center) Participants 
were decked out in pink. (Above) Nicole Paul, who recently lost her 
aunt to lung cancer, and Candacy Jeffrey came out  to raise money 
and support other loved ones of cancer victims. 
 Photos by Stefano Giovannini

Cancer-fi ghting walk in P’Park

Model Homes Open Daily 10-5

Arverne By The Sea

Arverne By The Sea

6306 Beach Front Road | Queens, NY 11692
888.536.5537 | ArverneByTheSea.com 

Final Phase
Two-family Homes
90% SOLD OUT!

Final Phase
Two-family Homes
90% SOLD OUT!
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“Superman” Nathaniel Gerrero and chief pediatric nurse offi cer Providencia Casado Monchek pose 
with Jake the Dog from “Adventure Time” during a children’s Halloween party that Spirit Halloween 
held at Maimonides Medical Center on Oct. 13. The party — open to patients and their families — in-
cluded costumes, games, and crafts at the Borough Park medical center. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Intensive scare unit
Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com

Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 
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Complete access. Complete control. Complete Banking.

For more information, visit your local Flushing Bank
branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

Complete
Banking.

mobile
 banking

     mobile  
    check      
   deposit

            55,000  
             ATMs  
              worldwide

  

      
        

     

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

As people age, they often 
want to remain in the com-
fort of their homes — yet, 
they may need physical as-
sistance to stay there.   

Elite Care can provide 
this help and more.

The company offers ge-
riatric care management, 
sending licensed home 
health aides, certified nurs-
ing assistants, and regis-
tered nurses to the homes 
of those who need them.  

Services include meal 
preparation, assistance 
with showering, providing 
transportation, performing 
housekeeping chores, and 
escorting people to doctors’ 
offices.

Sometimes all that is re-
quired is another person to 
talk to. 

“A lot of elderly people 
are home alone all day. They 
can become depressed, and 
this affects their physi-
cal health,” says owner Eli 
Kohn. 

Elite Care will send 
aides who can read books 
to people, play games with 
them, or simply get them out 
of the house to go for a walk. 
Mr. Kohn says the company 
differentiates from others 
because, “We don’t send just 
any warm body.” Instead, 
he develops a plan of care 
with the family, taking into 
consideration factors such 
as age, language spoken, 
and whether someone who 
is able to drive would make 
the best companion.  

“One thing we pride 
ourselves in is that our 
aides are from all different 
places, and speak different 
languages, to cover a full 
roster of client needs,” he 
says. Family members may 
have to work during the 
day, and Elite Care offers 
them peace of mind, know-
ing that loved ones are in 
good hands, and that they 
feel comfortable. If medica-
tion is needed, Elite Care 
can see that it is adminis-
tered properly, and at the 

right time of day. 
The company handles 

all aspects of geriatric care 
management, says Mr. 
Kohn. 

“A nurse can evaluate 
the specific needs of each 
individual,” he says. “We 
can pair people with other 
care providers in the com-
munity, including doctors 
and physical therapists.” 
Medical equipment can also 
be arranged. 

The responsibility of 
caring for a loved one can be 

quite challenging, so Elite 
Care offers counseling and 
consumer education. It will 
help review financial, legal, 
and medical issues that may 
arise. It offers assistance 
with identifying potential 
problems and can provide 
crisis intervention. 

Sometimes, families do 
not live nearby, creating 
situations that are more 
challenging. Mr. Kohn 
says, “We can act as a liai-
son, making sure things go 
well, and alerting  families 

to problems.” 
Should an older person 

need to be moved to or from 
a retirement complex, care 
facility, or nursing home, 
Elite Care assists with that, 
too.

The company offers 
hourly fees, 12-hour fees, 
and live-in fees. Many pa-
tients pay for the service 
privately, he says, as Med-
icaid and Medicare will 
not pay for companionship. 
However, they do pay for 
medical needs, he notes. 

Elite Care services the 
five boroughs, Westchester, 
and Long Island. Come into 
the office for a free consulta-
tion and planning session. 

“Together, we will de-
cide the best direction to go 
in,” says Mr. Kohn.

Elite Care [3838 Flat-
lands Ave. In the Marine 
Park area, right off Ave. N 
(718) 942–5388, www.elite-
cares.com]. Open Mondays 
through Fridays, 9 am–9 pm 
and Sundays, 9 am–9 pm. 

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Remain in the comfort of your home with help from Elite Care’s aides
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BY VANESSA OGLE
A 20-year-old man was ar-
rested on Oct. 19 for alleg-
edly stabbing his mother to 
death in Flatlands.

Police say Christian 
Holloman stabbed his 
38-year-old mother, Iman 
Thomas, seven times at her 
Flatlands home on E. 43rd 
Street between Avenues J 
and K at 5:48 pm on Sun-
day. Holloman stabbed her 
three times in her neck, 

three times in her torso, 
and once in her thigh, ac-
cording to cops.

Emergency medical 
technicians transported 
Thomas to Kings County 
Hospital, where she was pro-
nounced dead on arrival. 

Police arrested Hol-
loman at the scene and 
charged with second-de-
gree murder. Holloman’s 
lawyer Michael Millet de-
clined to comment.

BY VANESSA OGLE
A delivery truck got stuck 
in a Marine Park sinkhole 
for nearly two hours on Oct. 
20. 

The Poland Springs 
truck was trapped on E. 
34th Street, between Av-
enues S and T, at 12:48 pm 
when its left front wheel fell 
into a sinkhole that opened 
on the sidewalk.

Firefi ghters from En-
gine 309 deliberated how to 
remove the truck from the 
sizable sinkhole — four feet 
wide and nearly 6 feet deep 
— for more than an hour 
and a half before fi nally 
freeing the vehicle at 2:27 
pm, said a fi re department 
spokesman. 

SCENE OF THE STABBING: Po-
lice arrested a man who they 
say killed his mother.  
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Truck stuck in M’Park sinkhole

Cops: Man stabbed mom 
to death in Flatlands

YOUR ONE-STOP
SERVICE

CENTER

SERVICE & SALES
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• HD Roof Antennas
• Air Conditioners
• Transfer Your Videos To DVD

90 DAY
GUARANTEE
ON  LABOR & PARTS

INSTALLED BY US

FREE
HOUSE CALL

WITH ANY REPAIR

B&R Electronics & AC Service
 2577 E. 27th Street
      Brooklyn, NY

www.TVRepairsBrooklyn.com

718-743-2407
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EXPEIENCE

LCD & LEDComputer & Laptops

AIR CONDITIONERS

FREE ESTIMATES ON ALL CARRY-IN UNITS

• LCD/LED/Plasma TV’s
• VCR/DVD/BLURAY
• Appliances
• Computers & Monitors

Serving 
All of Brooklyn

If it plugs 

in an outlet 

we fix it

iPad, Tablets

Students $5
Traveling To Any 

Local School
(ALL YEAR LONG)

$5
ALL LOCAL

CALLS
(ALL YEAR LONG)

EARLY BIRD
SPECIAL $27
To Downtown NYC
From 7am To 10am

(EZ PASS INCLUDED)

JFK $35 LGA $30
Newark $45
          +Tolls
(LIMITED TIME OFFER)

CAR SERVICE
Base L # B02738

718-238-0404
WE GO ANYWHERE!

www.explorercarservicevip.com

24 HRS
Like Our Service?

Download Our Free App
at MY TAXI RIDE

Explorer Car Service

6809 3rd Avenue

Call us for a free consultation: 212-608-8840

If you have a loved one in a nursing home or assisted living facility 
who has suffered from:

NURSING HOME NEGLECT

Ben Bartolotta, Esq. of
Bamundo Zwal, & Schermerhorn, LLP

No Recovery - No Fee

SUNK: A Poland Springs delivery truck was stuck in a sizable sink-
hole in Marine Park for nearly two hours on Oct. 20. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

ney Ken Thompson bring 
hate-crime charges against 
Schraeder, claiming that po-
litical slogans by the pro-Pal-
estinian activists amount to 
hate speech.

“The attack [on Petlakh] 
took place amid a barrage 
of anti-Semitic slurs such as 
‘You are child murderers,’ 
and ‘Free Palestine,’ ” Cymr-
bowitz said in a statement. 
“As one of our city’s most 
prominent Jewish leaders, 
Mr. Petlakh wants the per-
petrator who attacked him 
charged not just for assault 
but for the anti-Semitic ha-
tred that both precipitated it 
and accompanied it.”

Amin Husain of the 
group NYC Solidarity with 
Palestine said he was at the 
game and echoed Kiswani’s 
account. He said that oppos-
ing how the nation of Israel 
treats Palestinians is a far 
cry from hating Jews, but 
that the Zionist ideology 
prevalent in Israel can carry 
its own form of racism.

“The charge of anti-Sem-
itism is always leveled be-
cause we’re critical of the 
state of Israel and the ethnic 
cleansing that is happening 
daily in Palestine,” Husain 
said. “There is no room for 
anti-Semitism, but there is 
also no room for racist Zion-
ism.”

A judge arraigned 
Schraeder on charges of as-
sault and harassment and 

released him on Oct. 18 with-
out bail, according to the 
District Attorney’s Offi ce. 
Deek declined to comment 
on whether Schraeder was 
involved in the altercation 
or if he was with Kiswani, 
but said that he plans to 
plead not guilty. His next 
court date is set for Jan. 27.

A tweet posted from what 
appears to be Schrader’s ac-
count at 9:24 pm on the night 
of the spat shows protesters 
standing in an entrance to 
the stands holding a ban-
ner that reads “Don’t play 
with apartheid” and calls 
for boycotting Israeli goods 
and sanctioning the nation. 
The account’s last tweet of 
the night lamented that fans 
at the game were “more ag-
gressive than security.”

Continued from page 16 

BARCLAYS
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
These pups are in the dog-
house — in the best way 
possible.

More than 20 animals 
found homes at the Bark 
Avenue Adopt-athon on 
Sunday in Park Slope, and 
every one of them got the 
red-carpet treatment, ac-
cording to an organizer.

“It’s all about honoring 
these dogs. Many of them 
have such stories,” said 
Marion Fiore, who orga-

nized the event at the Old 
Stone House in coordina-
tion with several local shel-
ters. “[The dogs] are the 
stars of the show.”

Councilman Brad 
Lander (D–Park Slope) 
emceed the procession of 
pooches. Cats were also up 
for adoption at the event, 
but the furry felines in at-
tendance were less willing 
to strut down the red car-
pet, Fiore said.

Animal lovers brought 

home 13 cats and seven 
dogs, according to several 
participating shelters, and 
with others still crunch-
ing the numbers, it is likely 
even more wayward pets 
found new homes.

This is Fiore’s second 
adopt-athon, following an-
other  red-carpet affair in 
Carroll Gardens in April .

The Long Islander said 
she is motivated by her love 
for dogs and by a traumatic 
event years ago, when she 

and her ex-husband re-
turned a rescue dog to a 
shelter only for the shelter 
to have the dog put down. 
For that she needs to atone, 
she said.

“When you give up a dog 
that’s the risk you take, and 
I really feel responsible for 
the death of a living indi-
vidual,” Fiore said. “Every 
dog that someone adopts, 
that’s one more space free 
in a shelter so dogs don’t 
have to be put down.”

HAPPY HOUNDS: (Above) Sasha Roo, a pit bull, gnaws on a pumpkin 
at the Bark Avenue Adopt-a-thon at the Old Stone House. (Center) 
Andrew Najjar of Park Slope holds Frankie, a 12-week-old Border 
collie-shepherd mix. (Right) Blue, an 8-month-old pit bull mix, was 
thrown out of a car on the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway, but can 
jump with the best of them.  Photos by Jason Speakman

Pooches are homeward-bound

“We have the 
best in the 
borough,” 

say Ali and Jimmy. And, 
you can order a whole 
cheesecake to take home 
for Thanksgiving.

We are taking orders 
every day!

Vegas Diner is located 
on 86th street near 16th 
avenue. For more infor-
mation on their holiday 
menus call 718–331–2221.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
It’s one small step for this 
paper, one giant leap for 
Brooklyn.

Final Frontier Designs 
is a Navy Yard manufac-
turer with an out-of-this-
world specialty: space 
suits. The owners are 
shooting for a new market 
they hope will emerge as 
the budding commercial 
space-fl ight industry takes 
fl ight, but until then they 
are offering earthlings and 
local journalists the oppor-
tunity to take a walk in an 
astronaut’s shoes.

“Traditionally space 
suits and most of the space 
program has been closed 
to people who aren’t astro-
nauts,” said Ted Southern, 
one of the company’s found-
ers. “We think of this as a 
way to open the experience 
up to more people.”

Southern’s partner 
Nikolay Moiseev explains: 

“If you wanted to try 

one on before, you’d have to 
go to Russia,” he said.

Moiseev spent 20 years 
working on suits for Rus-
sian cosmonauts, fi rst see-
ing the fruits of his labor 
in orbit in 1988. But his 
fascination with the stars 
started much earlier.

“There’s one reason 
I’m interested in space — 
science fi ction,” he said. 
“When I was a boy, I read 
and watched a lot of science 
fi ction.”

Southern comes from a 
very different background. 
A graduate of Pratt Insti-
tute, he got into the busi-
ness of making extrater-
restrial attire by crafting 
elaborate theater costumes, 
then designing gloves for 
space suits. The gloves 
were a natural extension of 
his curiosity, he said.

“I’ve always just been 
really interested in hands,” 
he said. “They’re what 
makes us human.”

Southern met Moiseev 
at a design competition 
run by the National Aero-
nautics and Space Admin-
istration. They teamed up 
in 2009 and received a re-
search contract with the 
nation’s space program.

Final Frontier now 
makes a full space suit 
that it sells for a whop-
ping $65,000. But everyday 
Brooklynites can try one 
on for a cool $495.

The Navy-Yard-made 
suits consist of three lay-
ers — an undergarment, a 
bladder that keeps the suit 
pressurized in zero grav-
ity, and a fi reproof shell 
that protects astronauts in 
case of catastrophe. The 
undergarment is basically 
a spandex suit. The sec-
ond layer is made of nylon-
coated urethane that is cut 
with a laser. The outer-
most layer is made from a 
fl ame-retardant material 
call Nomex, and is stitched 

together using a sewing 
machine Southern’s mom 
bought in 1972.

The whole setup, includ-
ing a glass visor, weighs 
about 18 pounds. It took this 
reporter some gymnastics 
and a helping hand to get 
the thing on, but Southern 
said a more experienced 
space-traveler could suit 
up solo.

The commercial space-
travel industry has yet to 
lift off, so Final Frontier 
has not yet found a steady 
market for its gear. The 
partners have made fi ve 
suits so far, one of which 
is in use by a Navy test pi-
lot who fl ies a glider at ex-
tremely high altitudes, they 
said. In addition to charg-
ing folks looking for a taste 
of the Jetson life, they are 
also trying to develop rev-
enue streams by applying 
elements of the suit tech-
nology to more common ap-
parel, such as gloves worn 

by fi refi ghters or clothing 
for extreme hikers.

A potential problem, on 
top of that little issue that 
nobody’s buying the space 
suits now, is that Virgin 
Galactic, one of the com-
mercial space-travel com-
panies that seems to be 
closest to carrying custom-
ers into orbit, plans to do so 
sans space suit. The com-

pany’s star ships are being 
designed to not need a full 
pressurized suit, which 
Southern thinks is kind of 
a rip-off, considering the 
fl ights will cost $250,000.

“If you’re going to pay 
all this money, shouldn’t 
you at least get to wear a 
space suit and feel like an 
astronaut?” he said. “To 
me that’s the whole point.”

Navy Yard manufacturer’s goal: Outfi t astronauts

TO INFINITY: Intergalactic reporter Matthew Perlman dons a 
space suit made in the Navy Yard by Final Frontier Designs. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Spacesuit is B’klyn chic
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TTTWWOO--FFAAMMIILLYY HHOOMMEES

OCEANFRONT 
TWO-FAMILY HOMES
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To the editor,
There was a rally held at Trump Vil-

lage on Oct. 15 that I mistakenly thought 
was a protest regarding the closing of 
the Trump Village shopping center. In-
stead it was a group of disgruntled, di-
visive people, protesting the joining 
of the naturally occurring retirement 
communities in Trump Village 3 and 
Trump Village 4.

They are a group of very vocal people 
who have done nothing to make the join-
ing easier. They have mistakenly said 
that Trump Village 3 has taken their 
money, while not accepting the fact that 
the funding was cut for both groups. 
And as much as we would all like to be 
separate, it is not feasible at this point in 
time. They have wasted the time of your 
reporter, who wrote an article about the 
closing of the Trump Village shopping 
center, and I believe she thought she 
was there for that rally, not the angry, 
hate-fi lled one she attended. 

At this time we need to be Trump 
United, with our priority being the shop-
ping center. We do not need a divisive 
group of people out for their own agenda, 
instead of what’s most important. After 
all, what’s more important, having to 
share a bus with another group of peo-
ple, or losing our banks, pharmacy’s 
and medical centers? Elaine Berger

 Trump Village

• • •
To the editor,

I was horrifi ed to learn of the plan 
to build condos in Trump Village. I do 
not live in Trump Village, but I have 
friends, senior citizens, who do and de-
pend upon the stores in the development 
for their food, drugs, and other necessi-
ties. However there is an even bigger 
problem that needs to be addressed be-
fore condos can be built — traffi c. My 
friends do not drive, but they do need 
to cross streets, usually using canes or 
walkers.

Trump Village is right next to Ocean 
Parkway, one of the most dangerous 
roadways in Brooklyn. I have lost track 
of how many accidents have occurred on 
the parkway since I moved here 36 yeas 
ago, and how many memorials I have 
seen — balloons, fl owers, dolls, candles 

etc. — on Ocean Parkway for those who 
didn’t survive. The last thing this area 
needs is more cars on Ocean Parkway. 
Undoubtedly, the residents of the new 
condos will have cars. If the stores are 
torn down, these residents will have to 
drive on Ocean Parkway to get to super-
markets, drug stores, and malls. They 
may also drive to and from work on 
Ocean Parkway. Also, for medical care, 
they may drive to Coney Island Hospital 
where the traffi c is even more horren-
dous, and crossing Ocean Parkway is 
practically impossible for pedestrians.

I think we should leave the stores 
where they are, disallow the condos, 
and concentrate on doing something 
about the traffi c on Ocean Parkway. 

 Elaine Kirsch

 Gravesend

Vote smart
To the editor,

Know a candidate’s public record, if 
you really want to be an informed voter. 
Go to votesmart.org, where you can fi nd 
a report card by a group that takes no 
stand on who to vote for. Highly praised 
by all, the only aim of this group is to 
make every voter informed on candi-
dates running in an election. No longer 
need we depend on television commer-
cials or smiling faces in a newspaper. 
Now we can get the facts just by going to 
votesmart.org. The 21st century is truly 
here. David Raisman

 Bay Ridge

• • •
To the editor,

There is an election coming up in two 
weeks and so this is the time to share 
some thoughts about the socio-political 
state of my city, state and country. All 
of us who are eligible to vote should get 
informed and then vote, at each and ev-
ery election possible, with a considered 
mind and heart.

I believe that the time is long over-
due for the voting public to take control 
of how government best works, so that 
it addresses the needs of the people. All 
this talk of voting laws is nonsense be-
cause those who are already in power 
protect their own interests, not those of 
the people they are sworn to represent.

Rather than having politicians be-
ing paid for their time of service, they 
should mainly be paid based on the out-
comes of their efforts, much like many 
of these politicians are suggesting is 

necessary for educators, and as I sug-
gest should be done for professional ath-
letes. The voting public should be able 
to vote on — or suggest and then pri-
oritize — several issues that the can-
didate must address and work toward 
resolving during the tenure of their of-
fi ce. Yes, sure, unforeseen issues might 
arise but, so what? This way, they are 
being graded on how well they address 
the needs of the people. Call it a form of 
participatory democracy.

I don’t believe that the weight of the 
overall population of the country is well 
represented, especially in the Senate 
where, for example, the two senators 
from Wyoming (population roughly 
600,000) carry the same weight as the 
two senators from New York state (pop-
ulation roughly 20 million)? 

 Barry Brothers

 Homecrest

Republi-con Party
To the editor,

It is amazing that today in the U.S. we 
have so many people who argue against 
science, and argue against higher-order 
thinking skills. One of the planks in the 
Texas Republican platform is to remove 
classes in critical-thinking skills from 
college curriculums. The ability to use 
our senses and apply logic is greatly to 
the benefi t of people, yet there are peo-
ple who prefer to not only refute facts, 
but to deprive others from being ex-
posed to this information.

In the 1960s we forced school inte-
gration and changed several laws. The 
national guard was required to escort 
some students of color into their new 
schools to enforce the new law. Several 
decades later, these laws were so suc-
cessful some folks began to ask whether 
we still needed carefully enforced anti-
discrimination laws, and even some 
sane people had to wonder whether it 
would always be appropriate to give spe-
cial placement to people based on their 
race. But the bigots were still alive. They 
had just been keeping silent (to some de-
gree) in public settings, since sentiment 
had turned against them.   

In some pockets of the country there 
were lots of repressed haters, and the 
conservative one percent (who also own 
the media) did everything they could to 
attract the haters, and fan the fi re of that 
hate, to distract them from focusing on 
the fact that the rich were taking all the 

profi ts of enhanced digital productivi-
ties, and were engaging in class warfare 
in a never-ending attempt to drive down 
costs in the name of increasing profi ts. 
And they used their increased profi ts 
to “back” (purchase) legislators and to 
create legislations that were more prof-
itable to the corporations which wanted 
those particular laws. And some people 
joined the hating, because the incentive 
of joining a group of haters so you can 
feel better about yourself is the same as 
it ever was. 

The Republican Party is shamelessly 
aligned with corporations (business), 
and cares much more about business 
profi ts than it does about workers (peo-
ple). Republicans fi ght against fair-pay 
laws, propose and implement legisla-
tions to do away with a minimum wage, 
try to outlaw unions, and try to reduce 
or eliminate taxes for the wealthy and 
corporations while taking the money 
from programs that support the public, 
especially the middle and lower classes. 
Also, because the causes Republicans 
represent would not appeal to the gen-
eral public, they adopt strategies of us-
ing propaganda to misinform and mis-
lead, defaming their opponents rather 
than debating them. Republicans sup-
port and try to appeal to the extrem-
ist fringe groups,  including religious 
extremists, homophobes, misogynists, 
and xenophobics. Republicans strategi-
cally attempt to create an atmosphere 
of fear and distrust among the public so 
they constantly make up conspiracy sto-
ries, which occupy the news programs 
and divert attention from the corpo-
rate control of government. Nasty, self-
ish  stuff. In fact the current Republican 
selfi shness is so extreme that they have 
consciously adopted a strategy of block-
ing all progress for America if they are 
not the elected party in offi ce. They will 
not pass bills benefi ting America unless 
Republican goals of further increasing 
the wealth of the wealthy (by cutting 
programs helping the public, like Social 
Security, food stamps, and Medicare) 
are included. They are essentially try-
ing to hold America hostage.

And that is why we should boycott 
the Republican Party, and urge our 
friends to do that too. We need a legis-
lative body that represents the people 
of our country, and is less controlled by 
business interests.  Paul Fox

 Bay Ridge

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Editor, 
Community Newspaper Group, 1 Metro-
Tech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 11201, or 
e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.com. Please 
include your address and telephone 
number for so we can confi rm you sent 
the letter. We reserve the right to edit 
all correspondence, which becomes the 
property of Courier Life Publications. 

Disgruntled rallyers Trump shopping center woes
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Sadistic cops are a stain 
on the Finest and a 
drain on taxpayers, 

who shelled out nearly $1 
billion in the last 10 years — 
the cost of 1,000 heart trans-
plants —  to settle the NYPD’s 
police brutality claims .

This month alone:
• A teen suspect was caught on 

video beseeching, “ Mister, it was just 
a cigarette, sir, ” as a cop allegedly 
punched him out, and jeered at his 
friend, “Do you wanna get f----- up?” 

• Two offi cers were fi lmed  pistol-
whipping a 16-year-old perp in the 
face , as he surrendered with his 
hands up.

• The Brooklyn district attorney 
is investigating accusations that a 
law enforcer  stole $1,000 from a man 
during a stop-and-frisk , then pep-
per-sprayed him and his sister for 
complaining.

Police offi cers are not a separate 
entity in a free society, says a cop-
brutality victim who received the 
largest verdict ever delivered in a 
national case 20 years ago, and who 
told this column that his extensive 
injuries — including brain damage 
— destroyed his career as a rising 
Wall Street attorney.

“Cops are part of the general citi-

zenry, but they have the power of life 
and death strapped to their hip,” says 
Bensonhurst resident Gerard Papa, 
who was  called as a witness in the 
1993–94 Mollen Commission’s  NYPD 
corruption hearings that found bru-
tality, theft, abuse of authority, and 
active police criminality character-
ized the agency’s misconduct.

Former Bronx cop Bernie Cawley 
— called “The Mechanic” because of 
his abilities to “tune people up” — 
 testifi ed , “We’d just beat people in 
general, if they were on the street, 
hanging around drug locations … it 
was a show of force … to show who 
was in charge.”

Papa, who is white, and James 
Rampersant Jr., who is black, were 
driving along Bayview Avenue in 
Coney Island one night in 1986 when 
a pair of screeching, unmarked cars 
surrounded them in a menacing 
circle. Several men in plain clothes 
leapt out with drawn guns, open-
ing fi re without warning, as he and 

Rampersant ducked under 
the dashboard. Then the men 
dragged Papa and Ramper-
sant outside, and beat and 
kicked them as they lay 
handcuffed on the ground 
— shocked, confused, and 
bleeding. 

When Rampersant asked what 
they had done,  a cop put a gun to his 
head and said, “Shut up, or I’ll blow 
your head off.”  

Both men were slapped with at-
tempted murder and other charges, 
and spent nearly three days in jail 
before a grand jury dismissed the 
case. The undercovers, assigned to 
the 60th Precinct, shrugged off the 
assault as a case of mistaken iden-
tity and went unpunished, claims 
Papa, who formed a youth basketball 
program called the Flames with his 
proceeds.

The breach of cop-civilian trust 
was tough to swallow.

“I thought they were hoodlums,” 
he says. “Turned out they were.”

Next week “Cops gone wild, 

part two” features witness ac-

counts to arrests gone awry, and a 

retired offi cer and an undercover 

who explain the lawlessness.

Follow me on twitter @BritSha-
vana 

Not a week passes 
when I don’t read 
something in the 

newspaper that I fi nd unin-
telligent, and I catch myself 
responding with the theme 
from “Dragnet” — Duuumb 
de DUMB dumb. 

 When a Florida police 
offi cer pulled over a 19-year-
old female driving at 1 am in 
late September, he heard the 
sounds of a baby crying com-
ing from the trunk. Upon 
opening it, he found the driv-
er’s 5-month-old baby. Mom-
my’s explanation is that she 
didn’t have a car seat for the 
infant and did not want to 
risk getting a ticket for driv-
ing without one. Duuumb de 
DUMB dumb.

• • •
The Jewish population 

of the state of Mississippi 
is less than one tenth of one 
percent of the total popu-
lation. With so few Jews 
residing in the Magnolia 
State, why is there so much 
anti-Semitism?

On Sept. 23, Rabbi Ted 
Riter of the Beth Israel 
Congregation in Jackson, 
Miss., ordered a salad for 
lunch at Wraps Restaurant. 
The owner of the eatery 
asked him, “Will that be a 
full size or a Jewish size?” 
When the rabbi asked for 
an explanation of this Jew-
ish size, the response he 
received was, “It’s small. 
Jews are cheap and small. 
Everybody knows that.”                                              

Some very nasty words 
were hurled at the rabbi be-
fore he was thrown out of 
Wraps. He posted the situa-
tion on Facebook and is still 
receiving an outpouring of 
support. As for the owner 
of the place: Duuumb de 
DUMB dumb.

• • •
Our president traded the 

equivalent of fi ve terrorist 
fi rst-round draft picks for 
an alleged (must always re-
member to use that word) 
deserter, but couldn’t take 
a minute to call the presi-
dent of Mexico to discuss 
our marine in their jail. 
Duuumb de DUMB dumb. 

• • •
Ailina Tsarnaev is the 

sister of the alleged (must 
always remember to use 
that word) Boston Marathon 
bombers, Tamerlan and 

Dzhokar. The young woman 
had a telephone altercation 
with her current boyfriend’s 
old girlfriend. She was ar-
rested after she threatened 
the other woman by say-
ing, “I have people. I know 
people that can put a bomb 
where you live.” Duuumb de 
DUMB dumb.

• • •
A woman in Oklahoma 

was beheaded by a recent 
Muslim convert who was 
fi red for attempting to re-
cruit his coworkers to Is-
lam. During the attack he 
shouted words in Arabic 
and an examination of his 
computer revealed his pas-
sion for Muslim extrem-
ists. The FBI, an organiza-
tion which unfortunately 
has become thoroughly po-
litical, refuses to use the 
word “terrorism.” It refers 
to this murder as “work-
place violence.” Duuumb 
de DUMB dumb.

• • •
In his ridiculous com-

ments about Islam, Ben 
Affl eck shouted, “ISIS 
couldn’t fi ll a double-A ball-
park in Charleston, W. Va.” 

There is no double-A 
team in Charleston. The 
closest you come is the 
Power, a single-A team that 
plays in the Appalachian 
Power Park, which seats 
4,500. ISIS is an organiza-
tion of between twenty and 
fi fty thousand soldiers. 

I am StanGershbein@

Bellsouth.net advising 
Affl eck to stick to acting. 

You know that after my eye 
caught the screaming head-
line of “ City pays $200K to 

store homeless ex-model’s belong-
ings ,” which ran in the New York 
Post on Oct. 20, I had to click on it.

Sad to say, I should have just let 
my fi ngers keep on typing and passed 
it over. 

Model Andrea Logan suffered a 
stroke, which left her partially dis-
abled, whereby she lost her Upper 
East Side apartment. She has been 
homeless since 2006. However, all 
her stuff is nice and dry and tidy in 
storage facilities for which the city is 
picking up the tab. 

Now why would the city be pick-
ing up the tab? Because there is a lit-
tle known state law that demands the 
city to pick up the storage expenses 
for the stuff belonging to homeless 
people. Who would have thunk it? 

Correct me if I’m wrong, but if 
the city has to pick up storage fees for 
homeless people, then why can’t the 
city fi nd apartments for all the home-
less people to live in? The report cited 
that the city’s homeless storage bill 
“has soared from $6.8 million in fi scal 
year 2006 to 14.6 million in fi scal year 
2014.” That’s a whole lot of storage. 

Somehow by some miracle of fate 
the city discovered that it was shell-
ing out a hefty sum of $3,500 a month 

to pay for her stuff and said, “Hell 
no, not paying it anymore.” Unfor-
tunately, it was only after the bill 
racked up to $200,000, that the city 
discovered how much.

You would think the city should 
have looked at the books a lot sooner. 
Someone had to be paying the darn 
bill month after month. Apparently 
not. Logan, the homeless ex-model 
who doesn’t have the wherewithal 
to keep an apartment, but is instead 
bunking on couches or in abandoned 

buildings, had the wherewithal to sue 
the city in Manhattan Supreme Court. 
After all the litigating, the Human Re-
sources Administration and Offi ce of 
Temporary and Disability Assistance 
reached a deal with her, and agreed to 
pay the tab only if Logan consolidated 
her stuff down to three storage units 
from the presently owned 11, and a 
monthly sum of $1,297. 

But there is the rub, Logan has 
so much stuff “I wouldn’t even know 
where to begin,” she lamented. 

Now, this is what really got me. 
It seems that Ms. Logan is annoyed 
that the city wants to put her in a tiny 
apartment in a “supportive building” 
in Chelsea for people with severe dis-
abilities so “they can justify not pay-
ing my storage.”

What? Can we all say it at once: 
“Poor baby.” It’s okay for the city to 
pick up the tab for your useless junk 
just as long as you can stay living on 
the streets and in abandoned build-
ings? Hells bells, no tiny abode for her. 

Not for Nuthin™, but I think 
Ms. Logan can save the city a ton of 
money by just moving into one of the 
storage containers. She will be in a 
large space, better than squatting in 
abandoned buildings, and she doesn’t 
have to get rid of anything. I smell a 
reality series in the making, “My 
Life in a Storage Bin.” 

Storage bin could be home for homeless pack rat

Stan brings out 
the ‘Dragnet’

Cops gone wild, part one

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

Joanna DelBuono

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION
Stanley P. Gershbein

A BRITISHER’S
VIEW

Shavana Abruzzo
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Presented by

FREE SEMINAR

ARTHRITIS

OCTOBER 29TH 1 PM

KNEE/SHOULDER
JOINT PAIN

NOVEMBER 5TH 1 PM

WEIGHT LOSS/STOP 
SMOKING PROGRAM

NOVEMBER 19TH 1 PM

HEADACHES

DECEMBER 3RD 1 PM

Learn How To Live Healthy 
And Pain Free In One Hour

3500 Nostrand Avenue ( Bet ween Avenue U and V )   TEL :  718-769-2521  w w w.HQBK.com
Please call to register as space is limited

WEIGHT LOSS/STOP 
SMOKING PROGRAM

DECEMBER 17TH 1 PM

I’m madder than the lead 
singer of AC/DC when he was 
slipped a lozenge that ruined 

his patented voice over the fact I 
can’t buy a box of Pine Bros. on 
my charge card at Targets with-
out getting wacky phone calls 
from the credit police demand-
ing to know where I am and what 
I am buying!

Look, you all know it takes 
a lot to get the ol’Screecher to 
reach his short arms way down 
into his deep pockets to pull out 
some cash, so you could only 
imagine how all my credit card 
companies react the second they 
see a purchase for $200 get run 
through.

Now, I don’t know what tips 
them off, and I can only guess 
that the group of moths and cloud 
of dust that emerges from wallet 
appears in the sky like the “Bat 
Light,” and those dingbats sound 
alarms and stop the charges to 
make sure I don’t die of a heart 
attack when I get the bill — then 
sue them for killing me.

But the fact is, sometimes I 
can’t get to the cash I have stuffed 
in the mattress under the fl oor-
boards in the attic, and I have to 
use a piece of plastic to buy the 
things I need to keep me alive — 

like clothes for Sharon.
And every time I make that 

same mistake, I end up fi elding 
these calls from people demand-
ing to know if I was, in fact, at 
the Door Store.

Well here’s a message for you, 
Sherlock: I’m not!

But apparently, the second I 
even think of putting something 

on my charge card some egg-
head Poindexter can somehow 
read my mind and start using 
my card at places even Sharon 
wouldn’t shop at — and that’s 
saying something.

Apparently, identity theft has 
become big business awfully fast, 
and that is why I’m looking into 
identity protection posthaste be-
cause I don’t want to become an-
other statistic.

And neither should you.
That’s why I’m remind-

ing you to attend this week’s 
monthly meeting of my very 
own BWECC!, because the 60th 
Precinct Crime Prevention and 
Community Affairs offi cers will 
be the guest speakers. They will 
speak on crime awareness and 
ways to stop you from becoming a 
victim, and warn you about cur-
rent scams that are infi ltrating 
the community! It’s like “ Count 
Floyd’s Scary Stories !” And 
when you’re done, you can go 
shopping! BWECC!’s Open Com-
munity Meeting is on Thursday, 
Oct. 23 at the beautiful Harway 
Terrace Community Room at 7 
pm. And if you don’t know where 
Harway Terrace is, look up!

Now’s the point in the column 
where I start talking about some-

thing that has nothing to with the 
other thing I was talking about 
before, being sure to mention 
the names of people and places I 
promised to mention when I last 
spoke to or visited them.

Years ago, before Tornado I, 
II and now III, when I couldn’t 
walk the walk that is the fabu-
lous Brooklyn Columbus Day Pa-
rade, I was always chauffeured 
in a red convertible Cadillac by 
the Classic Antique Car Club 
that joins the parade every year. 
That was always great. But now, 
thanks to Tornado I don’t have 
to worry about breaking the leaf 
springs in one of those classic 
cars, and I can scoot myself past 
this year’s honorees, including 
Assemblyman William Colton, 
Councilman Vincent Gentile, 
Msgr. Jamie Gigantiello and Ben-
sonhurstn’s best banking friend 
Regina Scire, the vice president 
of marketing at Investors Bank 
— who not only brought her en-
tire staff of offi cers but came 
with a magnifi cent fl oat! Ah, you 
know I love to write about her 
and her good works all the time! 
Congrats Regina!

Of course, I wasn’t alone 
on my march. I met a lot of old 
friends, like Anthony Spatola on 

post at that corner. I’ve know An-
thony since he was a young boy 
and now he’s married and work-
ing on continuing the Spatola dy-
nasty. His sister Stefanie has two 
children, and now Anthony has 
to catch up.

And what about all those 
kingpins from the Federation of 
Italian American Organization 
whom I’ve know a long, long time: 
Jack Spatola, Nancy Sottile, Joe 
Rizzi, Frank Nacarato, Dr. Sudah 
Patel, Dr. Sal Cumella, Carlo Scis-
sura, Barbara Pascarella, Lina 
Bennardo, Charlie Candella, 
Msgr. David Cassato, Lou Mas-
sandrea, and spiritual advisor 
and Corrado J. Manfredi. 

My sincerest apologies to all 
those whom I didn’t mention be-
cause I didn’t take notes.

 Massandrea, the tango lover 
who comes to my Wednesday 
night ballroom dance classes, 
saw me shivering and went to 
buy me a cup of coffee and a but-
tered bagel. He looked at Tor-
nado and bought out an apple for 
my trusty steed. I quickly pock-
eted the apple telling Lou, I got 
Tornado on a diet. You should 
have seen the dirty look I got — 
not from Lou, but Tornado! 

Screech at you next week!

Carmine can’t spend money even when he wants to

BIG
SCREECHER
Carmine Santa Maria
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TAX! www.uwds.com (888) 631-2131

BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.
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DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

$899 $899 $949 $949

INCLUDES CAULKING, STOP
MOULDING AND DEBRIS REMOVAL

REG. ON SALE

STEEL SECURITY DOOR
•3 Standard Sizes
•Real Steel Construction
•Dead Bolt and Door Knob
•Black Powder Coat Finish
•Glass and Screen
FULLY INSTALLED

$59900$81500

REG.

ON SALE
$29900

$59900

ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE

  A1-SEN
Custom sizes and 10 colors available NO TAX

COUPON

LEADED
GLASS

FULLY INSTALLED

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

42” x 36”

6' x 4'

AWNINGS & CARPORTS
DOOR HOODS SAVE $150

REG. ON SALE
$34900$49900

REG. ON SALE
$48900$63900

COUPON

COUPON

REG. ON SALE
$13900

BASEMENT WINDOWS
CUSTOM MADE UP TO 32” x 18”

FULLY WELDED FULLY INSTALLED

SLIDERS OR
HOPPERS

$39900

COUPON

No Min. Req. NO TAX

(718) 362-5222•(914) 358-9650•(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510

HUNTINGTON PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

BROOKLYN•QUEENS
130-11 Atlantic Ave.

Richmond Hill, NY  11418
299 Peninsula Blvd.

Hempstead, NY 11550

CUSTOM-SIZED!

CUSTOM-PAINTED
STEEL DOORS

FULLY INSTALLED

Includes:
REG. $149900
• 8 Coat Paint Finish
• Adjustable Saddle
• 20 Gauge/10 Gauge
   Reinforced Steel Frame
• Magnetic Seal
• Double Insulated Glass
• Door Knob/Dead Bolt
• Full line of Fiberglass 
   Doors also available

We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

NO
SALES

TAX

SAVE THIS AD SAVE THIS AD

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

ROOFING SIDING
Starting at 

29952995
Starting at 

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

Whole HouseWhole House

3995

2129

3995

2129
LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

MASONRY

FREE
in Home

Estimates

Top Quality And Low Prices For 27 Years We’ve Proven It Can Be Done • Top Quality And Low Prices For 27 Years We’ve Proven It Can Be Done

0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
Purchase

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
Purchase

or

TOP QUALITY AND LOW PRICES
FOR 27 YEARS WE’VE PROVEN IT CAN BE DONE

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
& LEADERS

CUSTOM

Many colors & 
Sizes available

37500Leaf Protection
Soffit & Fascia

Ask About

$

COUPON

Entire House as Low as

SALE PRICES VALID OCTOBER 1ST - OCTOBER 31ST, 2014

PATIO
DOORS

REG.
ON SALE

$109900

$199900

LOW E GLASS / ARGON GAS
TOP QUALITY STEEL REINFORCED

& FULLY INSTALLED 5FT.

COUPON

• Foam filled frame and Sash
• Krypton/Argon Gas
• Meets D.O.E. / R5 Program
• Lifetime Guarantee

REG. ON SALE
$35900$79900

TRIPLE GLASS
WELDED WINDOWS

FULLY INSTALLED

COUPON
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Call Dr. Rand for a Free Consultation
Dr. Rand is a Board 
Certifi ed Allergist, Former 
President of the NY Allergy 
& Asthma Society.  In 
practice for over 30 years 
in the Kings Plaza area. 

DR. STEPHEN RAND
Kings Plaza Professional Center

718-377-0011
Specialist in Allergy, Asthma, Immunology

Please call for appointment

ALTERNATIVE 
ALLERGY TREATMENT

FOR PEOPLE AFRAID 
OF INJECTIONS

SUBLINGUAL 
IMMUNOTHERAPY

EFFECTIVE AND SAFE

ATTENTION HAY FEVER SUFFERERS

MAJOR MEDICAL BREAKTHROUGH

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Painting is fundamental.

Tots from across Brook-
lyn showed up at the Cen-
tral Library on Sunday to 
get an art lesson from chil-
dren’s book author Herve 
Tullet, who penned and 
brushed such canonical 
works as “The Book With 
A Hole” and “Press Here.” 

Tullet visited the li-
brary to help his young 
fans paint a colorful mural 
inspired by his own art.

Tullet’s work is cur-
rently on display at the li-
brary, and after complet-
ing the big paitning, he 
stuck around to sign cop-
ies of his new masterpiece 
“Mix It Up.”

Picture books

YOUNG TALENT: (Above) Sorley Knaver of Crown Heights and Erik Chitov of Windsor Terrace were 
among 200 kids to work alongside world-renowned artist Herve Tullet to paint a colorful mural on Oct. 
19 at the Central Branch of the Brooklyn Public Library. (Upper Right) Zizu Frank, of Fort Greene, puts 
brush to paper. (Right) Some parts of  the mural got pretty abstract. Photos by Jason Speakman
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HARBOR WATCH
United States  and Republic 
of Korea service members 
participated in a Korean 
War battle re-enactment 
and memorial ceremony 
from Sept. 24 through 26 in 
honor of those who fought 
in the Nakdong River Battle 
during the Korean War con-
fl ict.

The Nakdong River Bat-
tle was a victory for South 
Korean and American forces 
in defense of the Busan Pe-
rimeter during the Korean 
War. Forces were able to 
thwart the advancing North 
Koreans by intentionally 
destroying a bridge which 
could have been used by the 
advisories to further their 
advance south to Daegu.

The three-day event of-
fered Hollywood-like battle 
scenes with pyrotechnics, 
military tactical vehicles, 
and equipment. Spectators 
also had a chance to meet 
with U.S. and ROK forces as 
they displayed their modern 
military equipment. 

With the opportunity 
to see history being played 
out during the realistic re-
enactment and a chance to 
show off military might, one 
AH-64 Longbow Apache he-
licopter pilot was thankful 
for the privilege and was left 
in awe.

“To be honest, I was 
blown away,” said Chief War-
rant Offi cer 2 Andrew Cham-
berlain with the Company A, 
4th Attack Reconnaissance 
Battalion, 2nd Combat Avia-
tion Brigade, 2nd Infantry 
Division. “The shear combat 
maneuvering coordination 
and the technical expertise 
the ROK showed today was 
just mind blowing. Every-
thing was in sequence down 
to the second.”

Chamberlain, a native of 

Live Oak, Fla., fl ew his air-
craft to the event to display 
alongside equipment of the 
2nd Inf. Div and the Korean 
military. 

For Chamberlain, partic-
ipating in this event really 
brought it home for him.

“It brings me a lot of 
pride,” said Chamberlain. 
“My grandfather fought 
here as a Marine fi ghter pi-
lot during the Korean War. 
To be able to keep that hand-
shake from generation to 
generation with the Koreans 
and U.S. Soldiers is a pretty 
cool thing.” 

Thousands of South Ko-
reans were in attendance for 
the re-enactment and cere-
mony. They also spent a lot 
of time looking, touching, 
and climbing on the mili-
tary equipment that was on 
display. 

One American Family 
traveled from Daegu to wit-
ness the history of the Na-
kdong Battle and to see the 

military equipment on dis-
play.

“It was wonderful see-
ing all the people getting 
together,” said Robert F, 
Carter, a general engineer 
with the Defense Logistics 
Agency and native of Ox-
nard Calif. “Just to be able 
to participate in this and 
see everything happen was 
just great. It just shows how 
everything and everyone 
come together past, present 
and future.”

Carter was accompanied 
by his wife Migyung and two 
sons, Shane and Vincent. 
They were happy to see the 
aircraft on display. Vincent 
was very excited to see the 
aircraft and explained that 
the Apache was his favorite 
helicopter. He said “the best 
thing about the Apache was 
the machine gun.” 

The Nakdong River Bat-
tle commemoration surely 
educates the masses on the 
history of the Korean War. 

It also serves as a reminder 
that freedom is not free. The 
fi erce and bloody battle took 
its toll on the lives of many. 
The lives of those who surely 
understood what their ac-
tions would mean for future 
generations. 

The 2nd Inf. Div. remains 
committed to its mission to 
deter aggression from the 
north and is prepared to 
Fight Tonight if that deter-
rence fails. Reenactments 
such as this solidify our his-
tory ensuring the people 
never forget the sacrifi ces 
made by those who fought 
and died here. 

Former president John 
F. Kennedy may have said it 
best for all of us: 

“Let every nation know, 
whether it wishes us well 
or ill, that we shall pay any 
price, bear any burden, 
meet any hardship, support 
any friend, oppose any foe, 
to assure the survival and 
success of liberty.”

HARBOR WATCH
A university professor 
who is also a former gov-
ernment code breaker, and 
a retired college fi nancial 
aid director teamed up to 
transcribe and decode the 
secrets in a 150-year-old 
Confederate diary discov-
ered in the collections of 
the New York State Mili-
tary Museum in Saratoga 
Springs, New York.

The Military Museum 
is administered by the 
New York State Division 
of Military and Naval 
Affairs, the state agency 
which oversees the New 
York Army and Air Na-
tional Guard.

Written in 1863 and 
1864, by Confederate 
Army Lt. James Malbone, 
an offi cer in Company 
B, 6th Virginia Infantry, 
the diary records infor-
mation about soldiers 
in his unit, items he’s 
bought and sold, his Af-
rican-American slaves, 
the faithlessness of other 
offi cers’ wives, Confeder-
ate deserters, women, and 
military movements.

To keep some of this pri-
vate, Malbone used a code 
of letters and symbols.

Among that coded in-
formation is Malbone’s 
speculation about race 
of Varina Davis, the wife 
of Confederate President 
Jefferson Davis.

Encoded in his diary: 
Malbone recorded that 
he saw her and that she 
was “dark complected” 
and had “very very 
brown skin, dark eyes” 
and “high cheek bones 
wide mouth.” This was 
undoubtedly a reference 
to African-American fea-
tures and possible ances-
try, said Dr. Kent Boklan, 
who broke the code. 

In the slave-owning 
Confederacy of 1864, these 
musings would have been 
explosive statements, said 
Boklan, a Queens College 
associate professor of 
computer science and Na-
tional Security Agency-
trained cryptographer.

Boklan, who has de-
crypted other historic 
documents, said people 
used codes in their dia-
ries to keep military in-
formation, gossip, and 
ruminations about sex a 
secret from prying eyes. 

Malbone’s diary con-

Troops re-enact famous battle, host memorial service

Civil War diary’s 
code cracked

Korea remembered

HISTORY COME TO LIFE: United States and Korean soldiers re-enacted the battle at Nakdong River 
on Sept. 25.  Sgt. First Class Vincent Abril

BREAKING IN TO HISTORY: James Gandy, a military librarian, 
displays an 150-year-old diary kept by Confederate Army Lt. 
James Malbone. The diary is in code. Eric Durr

Continued on page 32
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766 VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity 
of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not 
responsible for excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up
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CARS STARTING 
AS LOW AS

$2,995!

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

COROLLA2013 TOYOTA

$103BUY 
FOR: Stk# 2595, 35k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

ACCORD2014 HONDA

BUY 
FOR: Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$139

BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

ML-350
'11 MERCEDES

$21,888
Stk# 5589, 25k mi.

BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

MDX
'11 ACURA

$21,995
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>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER
AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

BUY FOR: $8,995
'13 HYUNDAI

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

ELANTRA
PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

MANY MORE LIKE THIS
TO CHOOSE FROM!

BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

EXPLORER
'14 FORD

$22,995

OF WHAT YOU'RE LOOKING FOR
ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2000 Honda Civic, 136k 83850 $2,995
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2012 Ford Fusion, 27k 1880 $8,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 20k 1226 $13,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $14,888 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400 
 2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee, 19k 1934 $16,900 
 2012 Infiniti G37x, 9k 7774 $19,595

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995

PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#1404
CAMRY'12 TOYOTA

BUY FOR: $10,995BUY FOR: $9,995
CIVIC'12 HONDA

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 31k miles, Stk#5650

PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, 
p/s, p/b, 15k 
miles, Stk#1034

SIENNA
'11 TOYOTA BUY FOR:

$13,995 PLUS TAX & TAGSAuto, 6 cyl,  A/C, 
p/s, p/b, 23k miles, 

Stk#5210

PILOT LX
'11 HONDA BUY FOR: $14,995PLUS TAX 

& TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, 
p/s, p/b, 72k 
miles, Stk#7278

ESCAPE
'12 FORD BUY FOR:

$10,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, 
p/s, p/b, 15k miles, 

Stk#6879

CAMARO
'14 CHEVY BUY FOR:

$16,995PLUS TAX 
& TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, 
p/s, p/b, 11k 
miles, Stk#7453

ROGUE
'13 NISSAN BUY FOR:

$15,995
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto,  A/C, p/s, 
p/b, 14k miles, 

Stk#3824

C300^
'11 MERCEDES BUY FOR:

$18,995

BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1318

E350
'11 MERCEDES

$22,888

BUY FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 39k miles, Stk#3822

X5 Xdrive35i
'13 BMW

$32,995
BUY FOR:

Stk# 1233, 39k mi.PLUS TAX & TAGS

LS 460
'10 LEXUS

$27,995

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ^Slight 

h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

A Lot of Luxury

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up.

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7774. 
8k miles. 

2012 INFINITI G37
$19,595

plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
SPORT HSE

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #6400. 
43k miles. 

$39,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3824. 
14k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

2011 MERCEDES C300^

$18,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 44K, Stk 
#8159.

GLK350
$19,995

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5589. 
25k miles.

2011 MERCEDES ML350
$21,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

2010 LEXUS LS460
Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, 
Moonroof, cruise, p/s, 
leather, Alloys, Tilt, 
39k, Stk #1233. 

$27,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #8199. 
4k miles. 

 2013 MERCEDES S65AMG
$119,000

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3881. 
18k miles. 

2013 BMW 328i xDrive
$24,995

plus tax & tag

buy forAWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1237. 
27k miles. 

2011 INFINITI M37
$22,995

plus tax & tag

buy forAWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1318. 
15k miles.

2011 MERCEDES E350
$22,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

TL2013 ACURA

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7918. 
17k miles. 

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

MDX2011 ACURA

Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, 
p/s. Stk #1321. 48k 
miles. 

$21,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2013 INFINITI JX35
Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, 
cruise, p/s, leather, 
Alloys, Tilt, 9,700 
miles, Stk #7675. 

$37,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 17K miles, stk 
#6101. TMU.

GL450
$36,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

2013 BMW X5
Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, 
Moonroof, cruise, p/s, 
leather, Alloys, Tilt, 
39k, Stk #3822.

$32,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
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HARBOR WATCH
Staff Sgt. David Mensink, 
Army Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal soldier from Fort 
Benning, removed a gre-
nade from a man’s leg in 
an ambulance outside of 
the University of Alabama 
Hospital.

On Oct. 11, Mensink 
received a call from the 
Birmingham Police De-
partment Bomb Squad 
around 1 am seeking his 
advice to determine what 
kind of explosive item was 
stuck in the man’s leg.

Once the police discov-
ered that the explosive was 
a military round, Mensink 
and his EOD team were 
called to support a team 
of Federal, state and local 
law enforcement agencies 
on scene. 

Escorted by Alabama 
State Troopers from the 
Georgia-Alabama state 
line, the team departed 
Fort Benning at 4:15 am, 
and arrived at the hospi-
tal two hours later.

The man was isolated 
inside the ambulance, 
behind barricades more 
than 30 feet from the hos-
pital, with two paramed-
ics who volunteered to 
stay with him.

On his fi rst trip into the 
ambulance, Mensink dis-
covered that the grenade 
was lodged so deeply in the 
man’s thigh that it exposed 
his femoral artery. 

Mensink returned to 
the ambulance with a 
doctor who volunteered 
to make an incision in the 
man’s leg, while a para-
medic stood by with tour-
niquet in case the man’s 

artery was damaged and 
another paramedic moni-
tored his vital signs. 

Mensink then care-
fully removed the gre-
nade from his leg. Para-
medics rushed the man 
into the hospital. Offi -
cials said the man had no 
permanent damage.

The explosive turned 
out to be an M713 red 
smoke grenade. Accord-
ing to Mensink, the prim-
ing charge on the smoke 
grenade could have been 
fatal if it had detonated. 

The man told authori-
ties that the grenade ac-
tivated and fi red into his 
thigh while he was dis-
mantling it. 

Capt. Ryan M. Plem-
mons, commander of the 
789th EOD Company, said 
the incident was the most 
unusual mission his com-
pany had accomplished dur-
ing his time in command.

“It defi nitely shows 
why I have such confi -
dence in my soldiers,” 
said Plemmons, a Reno, 
Nev., native who served 
in Afghanistan. “Every-
body worked together 
well to make sure that we 
completed the mission.”

Mensink said he be-
came an EOD technician 
“because of its challeng-
ing mission set.”

Out of the 180 EOD 
missions Mensink has 
been involved in, both at 
home and in Afghanistan, 
he said none were as un-
usual as removing a gre-
nade from man’s thigh.

“It was defi nitely a 
fi rst,” said the nine-year 
U.S. Army veteran.

HARBOR WATCH
Pacifi c-based Army divers 
from the Seventh Engineer-
ing Dive Detachment and 
130th Engineer Brigade, 
8th Theater Sustainment 
Command, encountered the 
full spectrum of water tem-
peratures and depths when 
performing underwater re-
connaissance, demolition, 
and salvage missions to re-
pair fl oating breakwaters 
at Bar Point Harbor across 
the massive theater in Ket-
chikan, AK. The soldiers 
wrapped up the two-month 
long mission that prepared 
divers for cold water and 
deep-water situations.

The project also in-
creased individual and 
collective unit profi ciency 
in cold-water diving and 
underwater construction 
tasks, which are similar 
to the tasks required fol-
lowing tsunami relief and 
other contingency opera-
tions in the Pacifi c.

Floating breakwaters 
are coastal defense struc-
tures that reduce the in-
tensity of wave action in 
inshore waters, protecting 
an anchorage and provid-
ing safe harborage — espe-
cially in the natural disas-
ter-prone Pacifi c waters.

The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers completed con-
struction and placement 

of two concrete breakwa-
ters at Bar Point Harbor in 
1980, and the safety of the 
local community and the 
many ships anchored in 
the harbor depends on rou-
tine maintenance and re-
pairs like those conducted 
by the divers.

First Sgt. David Chebah-
tah, the detachment’s fi rst 
sergeant, said the 60 days 
also allowed them to train 
surface decompression 
techniques and recompres-
sion chamber operations in 
real time and real condi-
tions.

“Performing some of 

these tasks at an actual 
depth of 122 feet below the 
surface is much different 
than simulating the same 
depth profi les in say, 25 or 
30 feet of water, where we 
are normally training at 
Pearl Harbor [Hawaii],” 
Chebahtah said.

The divers conducted 
surface supplied and scuba 
diving operations while in-
specting, removing, and 
replacing anchor frames 
and chains on the fl oating 
breakwaters.

Spc. Anthony Garcia, 
one of the divers, said the 
cold-water operations were 

a great learning experience.
“Working in Hawaii ob-

viously limits our ability 
for this type of training,” 
Garcia said. “I now have 
a better understanding of 
waterfront facilities, crane 
operations, rigging and am 
better prepared for future 
missions.”

Similar to most of the 
detachments missions 
throughout the theater, this 
one was both a real-world 
improvement project that 
will have lasting impact to 
the community and also a 
critical readiness training 
opportunity.

Army divers take the plunge for underwater recon
Breakwater repairs

Call answered by 
explosive expert

tained a little of each.
James Malbone, accord-

ing to Civil War records, 
was shot in the arm at the 
Battle of Chancellorsville, 
in May 1863, and detailed to 
perform rear areas duties 
in Petersburg, Virginia, 
which is near Richmond. 
This gave him the opportu-
nity to see the Confederate 
president and his wife.

The Malbone dairy is 
one of 60 that he’s found in 
the collections of the Mili-
tary Museum, said mu-
seum librarian Jim Gandy.

One of the museum’s 
projects is to transcribe 
the information found on 
historic documents in the 

collection and put it online 
so that historians and ordi-
nary citizens can access the 
information without com-
ing to the library, Gandy 
said. The Malbone diary is 
the 10th to get posted on the 
museum’s website.

Putting the information 
online takes dedicated vol-
unteers, Gandy said, and 
that’s where Jerrie Hinch-
man, a retired college fi -
nance director, comes into 
the story.

She’s always been in-
terested in history, Hinch-
man said, and the project of 
putting old diaries online 
sounded fascinating.

“It is one thing to read 
something in a history 
book or novel, but there is 
something special about 
reading somebody’s words 

written in real time,” 
Hinchman said. “You get a 
different perspective. You 
can just see how life in-
fl uenced them, how their 
thinking changes, what in-
fl uences them.”

She found she couldn’t 
understand some of what 
Malbone has written, be-
cause he used symbols and 
put letters in places where 
they didn’t make sense. She 
also learned that she didn’t 
like James Malbone very 
much, Hinchman said.

“His attitude towards 
slavery, how he treated his 
slaves, how he felt about the 
North and how he treated 
women; it was really bad,” 
Hinchman said. 

She teamed up with-
Boklan, who had broken 
other old codes. 

Boklan identifi ed places 
in Malbone’s diary where 
he wrote in both plain text 
and his code of symbols 
and used those sections of 
the diary to decipher all 
the coded messages.

“He (Malbone) did some 
strange things,” Boklan 
said. “Sometimes he would 
take a little and encrypt it 
and he would mix things 
up. In the most provocative 
section — the reference to 
Mrs. Davis — he writes the 
word dark four different 
ways,” Boklan said. “Some-
times he does encrypt. 
Other times he does not.”

The diary of James Mal-
bone can be read online at 
the New York State Military 
Museum website at http://
dmna .ny.gov/hi storic/
reghist/civil/Malbone.htm.

ONE GIANT STEP: A dive specialist soldier conducts a front step entry into Alaskian waters during a 
two-month long breakwater repair project in Ketchikan, Alaska. Seventh Engineer Dive Detachment

UNDER PRESSURE: Staff Sgt. David Mensink, a nine-year vet-
eran, successfully removed a live grenade from a man’s leg in 
Alabama.

Continued from page 29

CODE
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 No minimum balance requirement

 No Monthly Service Fee

  No Chase fee for the first four non-Chase ATM 

transactions each statement period2

  No fee on Money Orders, Cashier’s Checks and Travelers 

Checks

 Discounts on other products and services

1. Chase Military Banking benefits are available only on Chase Premier Plus CheckingSM account. Deposit accounts subject to approval. We will notify you of changes to your 
account terms and fees. 2. No non-Chase ATM fee charged by Chase for using another institution’s ATM. Usage fees may be charged by the institution that owns the ATM.

 © 2014 JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. Member FDIC Some photos courtesy of the Department of Defense.

To learn more, visit your nearest

Chase branch or ChaseMilitary.com

Chase Military Banking – benefits for active or retired military personnel and veterans.

If you’re an active or retired military servicemember, we want to reward you with benefits and discounts you deserve. Just show your 

qualifying Military ID and open a Chase Premier Plus CheckingSM account1. You’ll receive great benefits:

YOU SERVED US. 

NOW LET US SERVE YOU. 
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By Max Jaeger

This is one for the average Joe strum-
mers!

A Bay Ridge rocker will help wan-
nabe guitar gods live out their fantasy on stage 
at No Quarter Tavern on Oct. 31. “Shredaoke” 
is karaoke for guitar geeks — instead of hum-
ming along with that epic riff from “Bohemian 
Rhapsody,” you can play it in all its bombastic 
glory. 

The organizer has recorded backing tracks 
for more than 100 rock classics that aspiring 

axe-players can shred along with. But democ-
ratizing bar rock wasn’t the guitarist’s original 
goal — he really just needed some backup.

“I play a lot of bars, and I got tired of 
depending on musicians and bands, so I decid-
ed to record and edit my own backing tracks,” 
said string-tickler and instructor Paul Lucenti.

So Lucenti spent a year and a half record-
ing the drums and bass to  more than 100 songs  
— including hits from hometown heroes the 
Beastie Boys and Type O Negative. 

The tunes simply acted as Lucenti’s per-

sonal fallback band, until he realized he could 
use them to make bedroom musicians’ rock 
star dreams a reality, he said.

The only catch is — you have to know 
the song. Lucenti’s tracks include lyrics for 
singers, but there is no guitar sheet music or 
tablature. So start boning up on “Sweet Child 
O’ Mine” now, because no one is going to be 
holding your hand through it, Lucenti said.

The Halloween-adjacent bash at No Quarter 
promises more than six-string showboating 
— drink specials and a $100 prize for best cos-

tume are on the set list, so even the tone-deaf 
can have some fun.

While you are there, tell Lucenti which 
song you want him to Shredaoke-ify next — he 
is taking requests and copyrights be damned.

“I have heard that record companies are 
cracking down on cover bands,” Lucenti said. 
“I don’t care if I become a target.”

Shredaoke at No Quarter Tavern [8015 Fifth 
Ave. between 80th and 81st streets, (718) 701–
9180, www.facebook.com/noquartertavern]. 
Oct. 31 at 9 pm. Free.

Bay Ridge bar offers karaoke night for guitarists

Guitar face: Kyle Blaine Corman belts one out 
while Paul Lucenti jams out a tune on his axe at 
“Shredaoke”. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Strum along if you know it!



CO
UR

IE
R L

IF
E, 

OC
T. 

24
-3

0,
 2

01
4

36

24
SEVEN

By Max Jaeger

Call it a blue-grass-roots effort.
A cohort the city’s best 

bluegrass musicians will pull 
some strings to raise money for a 
historic Park Slope church at the third 
annual Brooklyn Bluegrass Bash at 
the Bell House on Oct. 26. The orga-
nizer — himself a picker and parish-
ioner at the borough’s oldest church 
— said he wanted to give voice to the 
county’s bluegrass bona fides while 
doing some good.

“Brooklyn is the hottest spot 
outside of Nashville for bluegrass 
musicians, and I wanted to showcase 
scene, but I felt a deep responsibility 
to do what could to help with restora-
tion effort,” said guitarist Michael 
Daves, who lives near Green-Wood 
Cemetery.

The Old First Reformed Church, 
located on Carroll Street at Seventh 
Avenue, traces its roots to the 1600s 
and Dutch settler Peter Stuyvessant. 
In 2011, part of the ceiling collapsed, 
and church number-crunchers esti-
mate they needs between $700,000 
and $1.5 million to restore it.

Parishioners have raised about 
$250,000, and the band of bluegrass 
bards raised about one-fifth of that 
total through bashes in 2012 and 
2013, Daves said.

There are two acts to look out 
for at this year’s concert — aside 
from Daves’s own genre-bending 
super trio, he said. First, is the so-
called “father of Americana,” David 
Bromberg.

“A lot of people in Brooklyn aren’t 

familiar with him but he’s a huge 
treasure, and we can’t believe that 
he’s performing,” Daves said. “It’s 
going to be a revelation, especially for 
younger audiences.”

And keep your ear open for upstart 
fiddler Brittany Haas, who incor-
porates her classical and jazz back-
ground with tradition-steeped tunes.

“They represent these two gen-
erations of bluegrass,” Daves said of 
Bromberg and Haas.

Actor Peter Sarsgaard will emcee 
the event. Daves and Sarsgaard met 
when the musician was hired to give 
the actor mandolin lessons for a never-
filmed biopic about bluegrass inventor 

Bill Monroe, Daves said. The “Garden 
State” alum lives in Park Slope and 
occasionally sings at the church with 
his wife Maggie Gyllenhaal and their 
kids, Daves said.

“He loves music, and his family 
very musical so he stayed on ever 
since, taking lessons and supporting 
the restoration campaign,” he said. 
“They’re great friends of the church.” 

The Brooklyn Bluegrass Bash 
at the Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
between Second and Third avenues in 
Gowanus, www.thebellhouseny.com, 
(718) 643–6510]. Oct. 26 at 3 pm. $50 
advance, $60 at door, $35 kids 12 and 
under.

By Noah Hurowitz

This play is generating a lot of 
buzz — literally.

“Buzz,” a darkly comedic 
play set in a world on the brink of col-
lapse is currently playing at a loft in 
Gowanus — a neighborhood that the 
playwright said is the perfect location 
for the production’s themes of infesta-
tion and disorder.

“It seemed pretty appropriate to 
choose a Superfund site for a play 
about environmental decay,” said 
Benjamin Kunkel, a novelist, essay-
ist, and a co-founder of Brooklyn 
literary magazine n+1. 

The play finds a young couple in 
their apartment, which has recently 
been ridded of a persistent fly infes-

tation that continues to torment the 
outside world. In the “slightly alter-
nate universe” of the play, as Kunkel 
describes it, the world is overrun 
with these flies, and it does not take 
the founder of a high-brow literary 
journal to see the infestation as an 
allegory for the economic and envi-
ronmental woes of the real world. 

On top of that, the woman is preg-
nant, and must reckon with bringing a 
child into a wounded world.

“There’s an irony in the fact that she 
is bringing new life into this rotten and 
decaying world,” said Kunkel. “There’s 
a way in which the play is about how 
these very central issues tend to exist for 
us on the margins of consciousness.”

Kunkel wrote “Buzz” several 

years ago, and the play first pre-
miered in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
where he was living at the time. In the 
intervening years since its first run, 
Kunkel said he has tightened the play, 
tinkering with the script as recently 
as several weeks ago.

“I think it’s a more coherent world 
this time around,” he said. 

“Buzz” at a semi-secret loft in 
Gowanus (www.buzztheplay.com, 
ticketholders will receive an email 
with directions). Wednesdays though 
Sundays Oct. 18–Nov. 22, at 8 pm. $25.

By Danielle Furfaro

When children’s film 
“The Dark Crystal” 
came out in 1982, it 

shook the public’s perception 
about puppets. Instead of cute 
creatures meant to make kids 
happy, the movie put forth mel-
ancholy and macabre visages 
that scared much of its young 
audience. 

Now, the film and its cre-
ators will be honored for their 
ingenuity on the opening night 
of Puppets on Film, a Brooklyn 
Academy of Music film series 
running Oct. 24–26 that will 
explore how the fuzzy creations 
are used in the movies. 

“Audiences f ind puppets 
immediate and visceral,” said 
legendary fantasy illustrator 
Brian Froud, who designed the 
creatures in “The Dark Crystal.” 
“People in the modern age are 
so used to looking at CGI that 
they do not know what they are 
looking at. The secret of it is that 
it is real.”

It took five years to create the 
aliens and worlds that the film’s 
characters Jen and Kira inhab-
ited, said Froud. 

“We had to make prototypes 
and scale them and figure out 
how to manipulate them,” said 
Froud, who lives in England. 
“The creatures changed a lot as 
time went on.”

At first, Froud found inspi-
ration for his designs in his 
wooded home in the English 
countryside — which was what 
drew co-director Jim Henson to 

his work, he said.
“Jim liked the feeling of the 

rocks and trees and the moss, and 
he said he wanted that feeling in 
the film,” said Froud. 

But when Froud moved with 
his wife Wendy to New York City 
so they could both work on the 
movie, his inspirations changed. 
He spend many days looking at 
the landscapes of Central Park 
and even started eating differ-
ently, he said. 

“I would eat a lot of lobster 
because there were things about 
the shells and the bones that I 
found inspirational,” said Froud. 

Puppets on Film is a collabo-
ration between BAMcinematek 
and the Jim Henson Foundation. 
The Frouds will be on hand at the 
Oct. 24 screening of “The Dark 
Crystal” to discuss their work on 
the film. 

The series will also feature 
“Lessons Learned,” a short film 
made by Brian and Wendy’s son 
Toby Froud (who is perhaps best 
known to puppetry fans for his 
role as the baby in the 1986 film 
“Labyrinth”). 

Toby’s work very much fol-
lows in the family footsteps, said 
Brian Froud.

“It is in the same old style as 
our puppets,” he said. “There is 
certainly a family resemblance.” 

The Dark Crystal Fan Fest at 
the Brooklyn Academy of Music, 
BAM Rose Cinemas [30 Lafayette 
Ave. near Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100, www.
bam.org]. Oct. 24 at 7 pm. $14 
($9 for members).

‘Dark Crystal’ creators will 
visit BAM for movie fest

Play set in world overrun with flies

Buzz in: Benjamin Kunkel, the playwright 
behind “Buzz.” Photo by Stefano Giovannini

They were ready for their closeup: Brian Froud and Jim Henson spent five years work-
ing on the puppets for “The Dark Crystal.” The Jim Henson Company

Ceiling fans: From left, Pastor Daniel Meeter, musician Michael Daves, and actor Peter 
Sarsgaard inside the Old First Reformed Church. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Puppet masters

RAISE THE ROOF!

Apocalypse soon
Play set in world overrun with flies
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PRIVATE DINING, LOUNGE  
& PARTY ROOM  

Upstairs at Da Nonna Rosa’s

Let us host your next special event upstairs 
in our private dining room accomadadting 
up to 75 people, along with our lounge area, 
you are sure to make your next occasion a 
very memorable one.

Our menu features family recipes that have 
been passed down from generations and we 
now bring them to you for your entire family 
to enjoy. From appetizers to the desserts 
and everything in between you are sure to 
find choices that will entice and delight.

From a small private birthday party to an 
elaborate feast, let us take the stress out of 
hosting your next affair!

BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY WITH US

WE LOVE TO CATER! 
On or Off Premises

CUCINA ITALIANA
140 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11215

Tel: (718) 788-6225 Fax: (718) 788-6220  
danonnarosaparkslope.com

PRINCESSPIZZERIA.COM

Catering for All Occasions

Monday - Wednesday: 10 am - 10 pm
Thursday - Saturday: 10 am - 11 pm

Sunday: 10 am - 10 pm

718–788–9111

SERVING LUNCH & DINNER

CALL US FOR YOUR CATERING NEEDS!

 ALL DAY 
FREE 

DELIVERY 
10 am - 10 pm
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By Matthew Perlman

This is not your grandmother’s walk 
in the Heights.

A spooky haunted walking tour 
hits the streets of Brooklyn Heights Oct. 
24, just in time for Halloween. The his-
tory-centric jaunt will lead walkers to the 
sites of Kings County apparitions while 
a guide explains the ghostly tales behind 
the hair-raising landmarks. The tour’s 
founder said walkers will not have worry 
about being too scared during the trek, 
but they might have trouble sleeping later 
that night.

“It’s not terrifying in a way that would 
make you wet your pants,” said Andrea 
Janes, who has also authored a book of 
short horror stories titled “Boroughs of the 
Dead: New York City Ghost Stories.” “But 
sometimes the stories creep up on you.”

Janes’s “Boroughs of the Dead” tours 
began last year with routes on the distant 
island of Manhattan and in Green-Wood 
Cemetery. This will be her first foray onto 
the streets of Brooklyn, and she said the 
Heights seemed like a perfect place to 
start.

“Aesthetically, the neighborhood’s very 
pleasing,” she said. “Which helps create a 
good atmosphere.”

The tour actually begins in Cobble Hill, 
near the former site of a Revolutionary War 
fort. Janes will tell the story of a sailor who 
was drinking at a nearby tavern and was 
sent to fetch more booze when the water-
ing hole ran out. He never came back, and 
when his friends went searching for him, 
they found him in front of the abandoned 
fort, apparently in shock and unable to 
talk. He died two days later, Janes said.

“Murdered by a ghost? Had a stroke? 
You decide,” she said.

Other stops on the creepy crawl include 
the former home of horror writer H.P. 
Lovecraft, and the Montague Street 
entrance to the Promenade, where the 
ghost of an old sea captain is sometimes 
supposedly seen.

All the stories have at least some basis 
in reality, Janes said. She got the idea 
to start her scary schleps while doing 
research for her book, which incorpo-
rates historical elements. Janes figured she 

could share the terrifying tales with others, 
and bone up on her story-telling technique 
at the same time.

“They were too cool to keep to myself,” 
she said. “Besides, it’s fun to tell stories 
to a live audience. It’s great practice for 
a writer.”

Haunted Brooklyn Heights Walking Tour 
[140 Court St. between Atlantic Avenue and 
Pacific Street in Cobble Hill, www.bor-
oughsofthedead.com]. Oct. 24 at 7 pm and 
9 pm, Oct. 25 at 3 pm and 7 pm, Oct. 31 at 
7 pm and 9 pm. $25 ($20 advance).

By Max Jaeger

The temperature is drop-
ping, but things are real-
ly steaming up in Bay 

Ridge! 
A Christian singles night 

could help you find someone 
to share body warmth in the 
coming winter — which is 
lucky, because Grandmother’s 
Predictions down in Coney 
is forecasting a cold one! 
Sure, you could always snag 
some stranger at a neighbor-
hood watering holes, but how 
fun could life with a barfly 
be? Wait, don’t answer that! 
Instead, we are suggesting a 
compromise — one night of 
debauchery followed by a life-
time of devotion.

So Friday night is all about 

getting those promiscuous 
urges out of your system. Get 
your game face on with Lords 
of the Fjords at Pipin’s Pub 
(9701 Third Ave. between 97th 

Street and Marine Avenue) at 
10 pm. Then fly over to Three 
Jolly Pigeons (6802 Third Ave. 
between at 68th Street) for 
karaoke with Jukebox Johnny, 
where you can sing, preen, and 
otherwise strut your stuff in 
search of a nest mate. But get 
him or her home quick, because 
your polyamorous party car-
riage turns into a sober, digni-
fied pumpkin of monogamy at 
midnight.

On Saturday, it is time to 
start the long game. Head 
to First Evangelical Free 
Church (6501 Sixth Ave. at 
66th street) for a singles night 
that could secure you an eter-
nal bedfellow and stave off 
eternal damnation. The reli-
gious romantics will get your 

mojo flowing with a hot Italian 
buffet and dessert, and it starts 
at 5:30 pm, so you will have 
plenty of time to see where the 
night takes you. Did we men-
tion free parking? The whole 
shebang is $15.

Whatever you do after the 
singles night, steer clear of 
the Wicked Monk (9510 Third 
Ave. between 95th and 96th 
streets) at 11 pm — Screaming 
Broccoli is playing and the 
whole affair sounds decidedly 
unwholesome.

Instead, take your new 
sweetheart to Owl’s Head 
Park [Colonial Road and 68th 
Street] to watch the sunset. 
Your days of partying Bay 
Ridge-style are over — until 
next week!

By Danielle Furfaro

They are raising the dead — and the roof! 
A horde of zombie musicians will be on 

hand to show off their chops on Oct. 26, when 
the Brooklyn Music School in Fort Greene turns 
its century-old schoolhouse building into a musical 
haunted house. 

“We wanted to do something that was not a tradi-
tional open house, and because of the architecture of 
the building, people always joke that it is haunted,” 
said Piruz Partow, the school’s artistic executive 
director. “The combination of those things made me 
think of a way to show off the school in a fun and 
zesty way.”

This is the second year in a row that the school — 
which caters to both kids and adults — will undergo 
a spooky musical makeover for Halloween. Petrifying 
performers will include several of the school’s instruc-
tors and a handful of older students. 

The event is not just entertainment, but also a 
chance to show off what happens at the music and 
performing arts institution, said an organizer.

“We sat down with the faculty and came up with 
the funniest things we could think of,” said Ross 
Noyes, the school’s operations manager. 

Characters in the haunted house will include 
the Headless Chordsmen, ZomBeethoven, Hellvis, 
and a jazz band made up of Civil War-era musi-
cians. But not every spooky suggestion made the 
final cut.

“We threw around an idea about a haunted guitar 
solo, it did not sound like all that much fun,” said 
Noyes. 

Visitors will tour the building and find a differ-
ent adventure in each room. Partow is calling them 
“schticks or treats.”

Musical Haunted House at the Brooklyn Music 
School [126 Saint Felix St. between Lafayette 
Avenue and Hanson Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
638–5660, www.brooklynmusicschool.org]. $5. 
Oct. 26 at 2–4 pm.

Music teachers create 
musical haunted house 

Spooky street tour comes to B’Heights for Halloween

Spoo-keys: Piano teacher Tom Coote will perform live — well, 
you know what we mean — at the Brooklyn Musical School’s 
Musical Haunted House. Photo by Jason Speakman

Haunted Heights: Author Andrea Janes will lead Halloween walking tours through Brooklyn Heights.
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

School of shock!

THE WALKING DEAD

Find new romance in the Ridge!
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Some Samples From Our Menu:
‘PPA CUMINCIARI / APPS

LE ZUPPE
ZUCCA LISCIA

N’ZALATE / SALAD
N’ZALATA DI BARBABIETOLE

MACCARUNA / PASTA

I SECUNNI / ENTREES

Closed Monday; Open for Dinner Tues. – Sun. starting at 5pm
Saturday & Sunday Brunch 11 – 3

209 4th Ave. /corner of Union St./

BAY RIDGE JEWISH CENTER 
4th Avenue at 81st Street, Brooklyn 

Sunday, October 26, 2014 
9am to 4pm  

Take the “R” train to 77th Street.          718-836-3103 |  www.brjc.org 

Free Admission.  Refreshments Available. 

Over 50 vendors, new and used items, collectibles, jewelry, gifts and more. 

Fall Flea Market 

Odds of a child becoming a 
professional athlete: 1 in 16,000

Odds of a child being diagnosed 
with autism: 1 in 88

To learn more of  the signs of  
autism, visit autismspeaks.org

No words by 
16 months.

No babbling by 
12 months.

Some signs to look for: 

No big smiles or other joyful 
expressions by 6 months.
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BARCLAYS CENTER

MON, OCT. 27
MUSIC, DEMI LOVATO: With 

guests Christina Perri and 
MKTO. $35–$69.50. 7 pm. 

THURS, OCT. 30
MUSIC, POWERHOUSE 

2014:  Featuring J. Cole, 
Ne-Yo, Young Jeezy, Kid 
Ink, T.I., Childish Gambino, 
French Montana, Migos, 
Tinashe and Bobby, and 
Shmurda. $19.99–$199. 
7 pm. 

FRI, OCT. 31
MUSIC, BOO!: Halloween 

dance party featuring 
Knife Party, DJ Snake, 
Tommy Trash, Tchami, and 
Milo and Otis, and Craze. 
$29.50–$85. 7 pm. 

MON, NOV. 3
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS 

VS. OKLAHOMA CITY 
THUNDER: $69–$4,000. 
7:30 pm. 

WED, NOV. 5
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS 

VS. MINNESOTA TIMBER-
WOLVES: $20–$3,000. 
7:30 pm. 

FRI, NOV. 7
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS 

VS. NEW YORK KNICKS: 
$79–$4,000. 7:30 pm. 

SUN, NOV. 9
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS 

VS. ORLANDO MAGIC: 
$35–$4,000. 3:30 pm. 

TUE, NOV. 11
DISNEY ON ICE PRESENTS 

FROZEN: $20–$205. 7 pm.

WED, NOV. 12
DISNEY ON ICE PRESENTS 

FROZEN: 7 pm. See Tues-
day, Nov. 11. 

THURS, NOV. 13
DISNEY ON ICE PRESENTS 

FROZEN: 10:30 am and 7 
pm. See Tuesday, Nov. 11.

THURS, NOV. 14
DISNEY ON ICE PRESENTS 

FROZEN: 3:30 pm and 7 
pm. See Tuesday, Nov. 11. 

THURS, NOV. 15
DISNEY ON ICE PRESENTS 

FROZEN: 11 am, 3 pm, 7 
pm. See Tuesday, Nov. 11.

FRI, NOV. 16
DISNEY ON ICE PRESENTS 

FROZEN: 1 pm and 5 pm. 
See Tuesday, Nov. 11. 

MON, NOV. 17
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS 

VS. MIAMI HEAT: $45–
$4,000. 7:30 pm. 

WED, NOV. 19
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS 

VS. MILWAUKEE BUCKS: 
$35–$3,000. 7:30 pm. 

FRI, NOV. 21
SPORTS, COACHES VS. 

CANCER CLASSIC: Fea-
turing Duke, Stanford, 
Temple, and UNLV $15–
$81-50. 7 pm. 

SAT, NOV. 22
SPORTS, COACHES VS. 

CANCER CLASSIC: 7 pm.  
See Friday, Nov. 22.

MON, NOV. 24
SPORTS, PROGRESSIVE 

LEGENDS CLASSIC: Fe-
atruing Villanova, Michi-
gan, VCU, and University 
of Oregon. $15–$500. 7 
pm. 

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

FRI, OCT. 24

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
FILM, “THE NIGHTMARE BE-

FORE CHRISTMAS”: Part 
of Carroll Park’s Fall Movie 
series. Free. 7:30 pm. Carroll 
Park (Court Street between 
Carroll and President streets 
in Carroll Gardens). 

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, HOBO NEPHEWS OF 

UNCLE FRANK: Free. 8:30 
pm. Hill Country Barbecue 
[345 Adams St. at Willoughby 
Street, (718) 885–4608], www.
hillcountrybk.com. 

THEATER, THE DINNER PARTY 
— A WHODUNNIT CABA-
RET: A dance, theater, and 
circus themed murder-mys-
tery show. 20 ($15). 7 pm. 
Galapagos Art Space [16 Main 
St. at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 222–8500], www.galapa-
gosartspace.com. 

THEATER, “LUMPY BUMPY 
PUMPKIN”: An original Hal-
loween musical comedy for 
kids. $15 ($10). 10:30 am. P.S. 
3 The Bedford School (50 
Jefferson Avenue between 
Franklin and Bedford avenues 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant). 

OTHER
HAPPY HALLOWEEN: Kids 

listen to spooky tales and 
create a craft to take home. 
Free with museum admission. 
10 am. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn Ave. 
at St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

SAT, OCT. 25

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
TOUR, “FLATBUSH OLD/FLAT-

BUSH NEW”: Artist Matthew 
Jensen leads a walking tour 
of the Flatbush, highlighting 
parts of the 300 years of the 
neighborhood’s history. $8. 
2–3:30 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, RACHEL POTTER: 

Free. 8:30 pm. Hill Country 
Barbecue [345 Adams St. 
at Willoughby Street, (718) 
885–4608], www.hillcoun-
trybk.com. 

MUSIC, DUBL HANDI, CROP-
DUST: Album release show. 
$10. 9 pm. Jalopy Theatre 
[315 Columbia St. between 
Hamilton Avenue and Wood-
hull Street in Red Hook, (718) 
395–3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

OTHER
ART, IGOR BEZCHASTNOV 

OPENING RECEPTION: Anni-
versary exhibition of works by 
Igor Bezchastnov. Free. 2–4 
pm. Kings Bay Public Library 
[3650 Nostrand Ave. between 
Avenues W and X in Sheep-
shead Bay, (718) 368–1709]. 

GREAT PUPKIN DOG COS-
TUME CONTEST: Fort 

Greene Pup’s 16th annual dog 
costume contest. Free. 11 am. 
Fort Greene Park Visitor Cen-
ter [Enter park at Myrtle Av-
enue and Washington Park in 
Fort Greene, (718) 722–3218].

BOO AT THE ZOO: Kids can 
take a trip through the 
haunted barn and show off 
their costumes at the pa-
rade and dance party. Free 
with zoo admission. 11 am–4 
pm. Prospect Park Zoo [450 
Flatbush Ave. at Ocean Av-
enue in Prospect Park, (718) 
399–7339], www.prospect-
parkzoo.com. 

HARVEST FESTIVAL: Cele-
brate the season with a walk 
through a pumpkin patch, 
wear a costume, make a mask 
and listen to stories. Musical 
guest include Audra Rox and 
the Bilingual Birdies. Visit the 
pumpkin photo booth for fun 
pix. Free. 10:30 am–1 pm. 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, Pier 6 
(Atlantic Ave. and the water-
front in Brooklyn Heights). 

10TH ANNUAL HAUNTED 
HALLOWEEN CARNIVAL 
OF PUPPETRY ARTS: Crafts, 
games, and activities for kids, 
as well as performances, a 
hunted house, free giveaways, 
and a costume contest. Free. 
11 am. First Street Recreation 
Center of PS 372 (512 Carroll 
St. between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Park Slope), www.
puppetryarts.org. 

HAUNTED WALK: Lurking high 
on Lookout Hill are zombies, 
wolf men, headless horsemen 
and other creepy creatures. 
Free. Noon–3 pm. Lookout 
Hill (Prospect Park Southwest 
and 16th Street in Prospect 
Park), www.prospectpark.org. 

SPOOKY SUBWAY STORIES: 
Kids solve a 100-year-old 
mystery involving missing 
keys, squeaky wheels, and 
subway spirits. Free with 
museum admission. 1:30 pm. 
New York Transit Museum 
[Boerum Place at Schermer-
horn Street in Downtown, 
(718) 694–1600], www.mta.
info/mta/museum. 

CATHOLIC ADULTS OF 
BROOKLYN BOO MOON 
DANCE: For ages 30 and 
over. Includes a DJ, cold food, 
drinks, and raffl es. $25 ($20 
advance). 8:30 pm. St. Ber-
nard’s Gym (2055 E. 69th St. 
between Veterans Avenue 
and Avenue U in Bergen 
Beach). 

SUN, OCT. 26

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, BROOKLYN COLLEGE 

OPERA THEATRE: Students 
present scenes and vignettes 
from operas and musicals. 
Free. 3 pm. Brooklyn College, 
Studio 312 [2900 Bedford 
Ave. at Campus Road in Flat-
bush, (718) 951–5792], www.
bcmusic.org. 

MUSIC, THE BROOKLYN GUI-
TAR QUARTET: $5 suggested 
donation. 3pm. Midwood 
Street [Midwood Street at 

Bedford Avenue in Lefferts 
Gardens, (313) 407–3179]. 

MUSIC, MUSIC FROM GOOD 
SHEPHERD: Featuring the 
Tanguera Tango Ensemble. 
Free. 6 pm. Good Shep-
herd Church [Avenue S and 
Batchelder Street in Marine 
Park, (718) 998–2800]. 

OTHER
FLEA MARKET: Toys, jewelry 

and more over 40 vendors. 
Free. 9 am–4 pm. Bay Ridge 
Jewish Center [8025 Fourth 
Ave. at 80th Street in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 836–3103], www.
brjc.org. 

HALLOWEEN HULLABALOO: 
Sing-a-long with the Trum-
mytones,  Steve Light reads 
“Have You Seen My Dragon,” 
plus creepy arts and crafts. 
Free. Noon–5 pm. Green-
wood Park [555 Seventh Ave. 
at 20th Street in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 499–7999], 
www.greenwoodparkbk.com. 

CHILDREN’S HALLOWEEN 
PARTY: Halloween party for 
kids, with trick or treating 
throughout the museum, a 
costume contest, food, and 
book readings. Free. 1–4 pm. 
Morbid Anatomy Museum 
[424 Third Ave. at Seventh 
Street in Gowanus, (347) 799–
1017], www.morbidanatomy-
museum.org. 

READING, DOMINIQUE 
ANSEL: The cronut creator 
launches his new cookbook 
“The Secret Recipes.” $35. 7 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.com. 

MON, OCT. 27

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, MARISSA IACATA, 

TRISH SINGZ, SPONTA-
NEOUS MOTHERLOAD, 
WOODEN SOLES, STILETTA, 
STEVE STORIES: $15. 7:30 
pm. Trash Bar [256 Grand St. 
at Driggs Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 599–1000], www.
thetrashbar.com. 

OTHER
COMEDY, SACK MAGIC: 

Weekly comedy show hosted 
by Grant Gordon and Louis 
Katz. Free. 9 pm. Legion (790 
Metropolitan Ave. at Hum-

boldt Street in Williamsburg), 
www.legion-bar.com. 

TUES, OCT. 28

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, CONSERVATORY SING-

ERS: Presenting “La Nueva 
Espana,” an exploration of 
Latin American Baroque 
music. Free. 7 pm. Brooklyn 
College, Studio 312 [2900 
Bedford Ave. at Campus Road 
in Flatbush, (718) 951–5792], 
www.bcmusic.org. 

THEATER, TINYRHINO: Six 
playwrights write new plays, 
each including the same fi ve 
dramatic elements. When 
those elements appear on 
stage, the audience takes a 
drink. $10. 7:30 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

OTHER
TALK, SPIRITS AND GHOSTS I 

HAVE KNOWN AND LOVED: 
Psychology professor Stanley 
Krippner will discuss his long 
history of investigating the 
spooks that are reported to 
be especially active at Hallow-
een. $12. 8 pm. Morbid Anat-
omy Museum [424 Third Ave. 
at Seventh Street in Gowanus, 
(347) 799–1017], www.morbi-
danatomymuseum.org. 

READING, SAM ROBERTS: Dis-
cussing his book “A History 
of New York in 101 Objects.” 
$5 (free for BHS members). 
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Historical 
Society [128 Pierrepont St. 
at Clinton Street in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

WED, OCT. 29

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, HANNAH VS. THE 

MANY, THE SPICY DRACU-
LAS, THE FANTASTIC PLAS-
TICS: $8–$10. 7:30 pm. Rock 
Shop [249 Fourth Ave. be-
tween Carroll and President 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 
230–5740], www.therocksho-
pny.com. 

MUSIC, DALTON DESCHAIN, 
THE SKY CAPTAINS OF IN-
DUSTRY: $5 suggested dona-

Horn blowers: The Preservation Hall Jazz Band plays the Music Hall of 
Williamsburg Nov. 1. Associated Press / Jeff Christensen

Give her heart a break: Pop singer Demi Lovato plays Barclays Center 
Oct. 27. Associated Press / Paul A. Hebert / Invision

Continued on page 42
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Italian Cheesecake
Panna Cotta

Tortoni
Rice Pudding

*Third Course (Dolci)

Cutlets w/ Gorgonzola Sauce $15
Veal Rolls $15
Ravioli w/ Meatballs $12
Sausage w/ Broccoli Rabe $15
Chicken Cutlet Parmigiana $15
Broiled Boneless Salmon $15
Chicken ala Marsala or Francese $15
Lasagna Napolitano Diconstruture $13

Filet of Fish Francese $15
Trippa Siciliana $15
Chicken Scarpariello con Patate $15
Stuffed Pork Chop $15
Braised Lamb Shank $15
Eggplant Parmigiana w/ Ricotta $14
Fried Calamari Spicy Sauce $15

Second Course

Mozzarella & Roasted Red Peppers $12
Salad of the Day $8
Cold Antipasto $12
Fried Zucchini $8
Stuffed Mushrooms $12

Penne Bolognese $10
Grizolini di Polenta $8
Spiedini Romana (Mozz in Carrozza) $10
Baked Clams (6) $10

First Course

Carrot Soup
Creme of Poblano Soup
Lentils & Escarole Soup

Rice & Bean Soup
Ida’s Chicken Soup

Reuben Sandwich
Fresh Ham/Carnitas Sandwich

Pulled Pork Empanadas
Turkey Club w/ Bacon & Tomato

Hot Roast Beef w/ Melted Mozz. Sandwich
Sausage & Pepper Panini

Eggplant w/ Cheese on Ciabatta
I’m a Meatball Hero

Soup & Sandwich $12.95
Soup A La Carte $6

Sandwich A La Carte $10
House Wines By The Glass 25% Off

*Three Course Lunch Menu Available for $25

Brunch: Lunch: Mon.–Fri. 12–3

Private Party Room Available | 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK   | 12 Noon to 12 Midnight 

Introducing Brunch at

Lunch/Brunch
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tion. 10 pm. The Way Station 
[683 Washington Ave. be-
tween St. Marks Avenue and 
Prospect Place in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 627–4949], 
www.waystationbk.com. 

OTHER
TALK, CONEY ISLAND CREEK 

AFTER SANDY: Discussion 
on the Coney Island Creek’s 
infl uence on the community 
after Hurricane Sandy, and 
screening of a movie on the 
topic. Free. 6 pm. Coney 
Island Public Library [1901 
Mermaid Ave. at West 19th 
Street in Coney Island, (718) 
265–3220], www.brooklyn-
publiclibrary.org. 

THURS, OCT. 30

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, CONSERVATORY 

ORCHESTRA: $5. 7:30 pm. 
Brooklyn College, Whitman 
Theater [2900 Campus Rd. at 
Hillel Place in Flatbush, (718) 
951–5792], www.bcmusic.org. 

MUSIC, THE TIGER LILLIES: The 
British punk cabaret group 
performs songs about hor-
ror and havoc. $30. 8 pm. St. 
Ann’s Warehouse [29 Jay St. 
between John and Plym-

outh streets in Dumbo, (718) 
254–8779], www.stannsware-
house.org. 

OTHER
HALLOWMEME COSTUME 

PARTY: Dress up as an in-
ternet meme and win prizes. 
Free with RSVP. 8:30 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

TALK, BROOKLYN’S ON FIRE 
— MEET THE FIREHOUSE 
CHEFS!: Panel discussion with 
four local fi rehouse chefs, 
plus chili cookoff. $10 ($5 for 
BHS and Green-Wood mem-
bers). 6:30 pm. Brooklyn His-
torical Society [128 Pierrepont 
St. at Clinton Street in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

FRI, OCT. 31

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, ROTTEN APPLE ROOTS 

AND BLUEGRASS HALLOW-
EEN: Featuring Dancegrass, 
Bareftoo and Bankside, Seth 
Kessel and the Two Cent 
Band, and Melody Allegra 
Band. $12. 8 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–

Cake boss: Cronut creator Dominique Ansel launches his new cookbook “The Secret Recipes” at PowerHouse 
Arena on Oct. 26. Associated Press / Richard Drew

Continued from page 40 

4400], www.unionhallny.com. 
MUSIC, HALLOWEEN NIGHT-

MARE AND COSTUME 
PARTY: Costume party, with 
DJs Ben the Beyonder, Bob 
Foxx, Kool Kev, and T_MAK. 
Free. 8 pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 
Fifth Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

MUSIC, ZOMBIE PROM: Dress 

up like a zombie, take a pic-
ture in the photo booth, and 
dance to live music by the 
Hollows, Sylvana Joyce and 
the Moment, Corn Mo, and 
T.R.J.B. $15–$20. 8:30 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.littlefi eldnyc.
com. 

OTHER
BAMBOO!: The Brooklyn Acad-

emy of Musi’c annual Hallow-
een celebration, with treats, 
games, a costume contest, 
and more. Free. 4–7 pm. BAM 
Peter Jay Sharp Building [30 
Lafayette Ave. in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636–4100], www.bam.
org. 

PARK SLOPE HALLOWEEN PA-
RADE: The costume parade 

winds its way up 14th Street 
and ends at the Old Stone 
House and Washington Park, 
where there will be dancing 
and entertainment. Free. 5:30 
pm. (14th Street and Seventh 
Avenue in Park Slope), www.
parkslopeciviccouncil.org. 

SAT, NOV. 1

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, BOBBY MCFERRIN: 

$36–$60. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing 
Arts at Brooklyn College 
[2900 Campus Rd. between 
Amersfort Place and Kenil-
worth Place in Midwood, (718) 
951–4500], www.brooklyn-
centeronline.org. 

MUSIC, PRESERVATION HALL 
JAZZ BAND, ALLEN TOUS-
SAINT: $25. 9 pm. Music Hall 
of Williamsburg (66 N. Sixth 
St. between Kent and Wythe 
Avenues in Williamsburg), 
www.musichallofwilliams-
burg.com. 

MUSIC, FAM JAM WITH THE 
THREE GENTLEMEN: Free. 
Midnight. Hill Country Bar-
becue [345 Adams St. at 
Willoughby Street, (718) 
885–4608], www.hillcoun-
trybk.com. 

OTHER
CRAFT FAIR: Local artists pres-

ent their handcrafted items. 
Free. 11 am–4 pm. Carmine 
Carro Community Center 
[3000 Fillmore Ave. at Marine 
Parkway in Marine Park, (646) 
552–6640]. 

(718) 368-5596  |  www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org   |   Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd, Brooklyn, NY

BRINGING WORLD-CLASS PERFORMANCES HOME

A Musical Play by Angelo Parra
Conceived & Directed by Joe Brancato
Starring Miche Braden

An electrifying, unforgettable, and  
surprisingly touching portrait of the  
“Empress of the Blues.” 

“One of the top-ten Off-Broadway  
experiences!” – New York Daily News

November 8, at 8:00 p.m. 
$30/25

 Drama Desk Award Nominee!
THE DEVIL’S MUSIC:  
The Life and Blues of Bessie Smith
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Get your crochet hooks in hand and 
come on down to the Brooklyn Crochets 

for a Cause workshop at Borough Hall. 
Beep Eric Adams announced the free 

classes led by professional crafters will 
be held every Wednesday through April at 
Borough Hall. Beginners can create cro-
cheted squares that will be joined together 
to make blankets or scarves and donated 
to children with autism. 

Familiar with a granny square, single, 
double or treble stitch? Then bring your 
talents, skills, and time, and help create a 
unique gift that will warm the bodies and 
hearts of the children who receive it. The 
workshop meets from 10 am until 11:15 am 
and will culminate in April for Autism 
Awareness Month, when the crochet cre-
ations will be presented to a charity. 

“Brooklyn Crochets for a Cause is a great 
volunteer opportunity to practice a favorite 
pastime, or learn a new skill, while giving 
something special to some of our most spe-
cial Brooklynites,” said Adams.

Lucina Clarke, executive director of 
My Time Inc. — which is co-hosting the 
event — thanked Adams for raising con-
sciousness.

“I am so pleased that our borough pres-
ident is taking a stance in bringing more 
awareness of autism in our community,” 
she said. “This is defi nitely a positive way 
for all.”

Standing O says, “Break out the hooks 
and let’s get stitching.” 

Brooklyn Borough Hall [209 Joralemon 
St. at Court Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 802–3831].

BAY RIDGE

Solid gold Home-Made
Congratulations are also in order for 

Brooklyn jewelry designer Alina Sky-

ler. She was recently named a fi nalist 
in “Martha Stewart’s American Made” 
awards for her brand, Sklyer Man. 
Alina creates unique, cool, edgy jewelry 
that is eco-friendly and utilizes recycled 
gold and silver, and ethically sourced di-
amonds and gems — all of it done in her 

Bay Ridge studio. 
Skyler Man (sales@skylerman.com).

SHEEPSHEAD BAY

More welcome mats
Say “Hello” to Irina Laffer, the new 

veep and territory sales manager at Val-

ley National Bank. Our pal Irina has 
more than 18 years of banking experience 
and will be responsible for strengthening 
the banks’ ties with businesses, as well as 
making sure that customers receive the 
best personalized service and care that 

Valley National is known for. 
Maureen Zegler, senior veep at the 

bank, shared her excitement over Irina’s 
arrival with Standing O. 

“Irina is an enthusiastic and knowl-
edgeable banking professional who under-
stands what the residents and businesses 
of Brooklyn expect from their bank,” said. 
“I am confi dent that she will continue to be 
successful in this role.”

Valley National Bank [1633 Sheepshead 
Bay Rd. at Voorhies Avenue in Sheepshead 
Bay, (718) 332–2318].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

SUNSET PARK 

It’s a welcoming week here at 
Standing O. The lights on the porch 
are on and the welcome mat out for 

Healthfi rst. The leading organiza-
tion in managed care and serving 
more than one million members in 
the city opened a new offi ce in Sunset 
Park with a whoop-de-do on Oct. 7. 

Chief executive offi cer Pat Wang 
snipped the ribbon with senior vice 
president of business development and 
member acquisition Paul Portsmore, 
and George Hulse, vice president of 
external affairs. Guests included As-
semblyman William Colton (D–Gra-
vesend), Kenneth Chiu, an aide to 
Councilman Carlos Menchaca (D–
Sunset Park), and Nancy Tong, Dem-
ocratic Party district leader in Gra-
vesend and Bensonhurst. 

The new office — the organiza-
tion’s second to open in our fair 
burg, and its 10th in the metropoli-
tan area — boasts a modern facility 
and bilingual staff f luent in Span-

ish and Chinese. 
Healthfi rst hosts workshops and 

events in partnership with commu-
nity-based organizations, and offers 
a comprehensive selection of free and 
low-cost health insurance options 
for individuals and families at every 
stage of life, including government-
sponsored health plans, such as Child 
Health Plus, Medicaid Managed Care, 
Medicare Advantage, Managed Long 
Term Care, as well as Healthfi rst Leaf 
Plans and other commercial plans. 

Healthfi rst is a welcome addition 
to the neighborhood, and excited to be 
opening another location in Brook-
lyn, said Wang.

“We already serve more than 
275,000 members in Brooklyn,” said 
the Standing O pal. “We look forward 
to cultivating new relationships and 
continuing our long-standing rapport 
with our community partners.” So 
does Standing O. 

Healthfi rst Community Offi ce [5324 
Seventh Ave. at 53rd Street in Sunset 
Park, (888) 542–3821].

COBBLE HILL

Welcome to new VIP
Put your hands together and wel-

come Elise Bernhardt, new execu-
tive director of the Grammy Award-
winning Brooklyn Youth Chorus 
organization. 

Our pal Elise is a nationally ac-
claimed arts executive, curator, pro-
ducer, and advisor. She is also a re-
cipient of the Chevalier des Arts et 
Lettres from the French Ministry 
of Culture, as well as president and 
chief executive offi cer of the Founda-
tion for Jewish Culture. 

Members of the Board of Trust-
ees are on cloud nine now that Elise 
is on board, and hope that she and 
founder and artistic director Di-

anne Berkun-Menaker will con-
tinue to lead the chorus as it contin-
ues to grow and train up-and-coming 
young singers. 

“I am so pleased to have found a 
unique, dynamic leader in Elise,” 
said Jennifer Sage, Trustees’ 
chairwoman. “With Dianne’s fear-
less concert repertoire, Elise will 
be a passionate advocate who will 
inspire and drive our students, par-
ents, donors and staff to advance the 
mission of Brooklyn Youth Chorus.”

As a long time Brooklyn resi-
dent, Elise is excited to be a part of a 
Brooklyn team.

“I am thrilled to be working with 
this extraordinary organization, 
whose community engagement and 
artistic sophistication are second 
to none — and in my hometown bor-
ough,” she said.

Standing O is thrilled, too! 
Brooklyn Youth Chorus [179 Pa-

cifi c St. at Court Street in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 243–9447].

Snip the ribbon on new health center

Hooking a stitch for a good cause

BIENVENUE: Assemblyman William Colton, center, is surrounded by, from left, Kenneth Chiu, 
Paul Portsmore, Pat Wang, Nancy Tong, and George Hulse, as they snip the ribbon at the inau-
guration of the new HealthFirst Community Offi ce in Sunset Park on Oct. 7.
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IRON HORSE RACING  
LLC, a domestic LLC,  
filed with the SSNY on  
1/9/14. Office location:  
Kings County. SSNY is  
designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to The LLC,  
100-09 Glenwood Rd.,  
Brooklyn, NY 11236.  
General Purpose.

LAD HOLDINGS LLC, a  
domestic LLC, filed with  
the SSNY on 11/14/13.  
Office location: Kings  
County. SSNY is desig- 
nated as agent upon  
whom process against  
the LLC may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process  
to The LLC, 325 Mayfair  
Dr. N., Brooklyn, NY  
11234. General Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

168 MARCY LLC, a  
domestic LLC, filed with  
the SSNY on 10/2/2013.  
Office location: Kings  
County. SSNY is  
designated as agent  
upon whom process  
against the LLC may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
process to Houtan Zojaji,  
225 S. 1st St., Brooklyn,  
NY 11211. General  
Purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
B R O O K LY N C A P T U R E  
LLC. Articles of  
Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
12/30/2013. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: C/O  
United States Corporation 

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability  
company (LLC). Name:  
DIGITAL TOWN, LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 01/08/2014. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to:  
Digital Town, LLC, 273  
84th Street, Apt. 3,  
Brooklyn, NY 11209.  
Purpose: any lawful  
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: OPEN  
STUDIO DESIGN, LLC.  
Articles of Organization  
filed with Secretary of  
State of New York (SSNY)  
on 01/09/2014. Office  
location: Kings County.  
SSNY designated as  
agent of LLC upon whom  
process against it may be  
served. SSNY shall mail  
copy of process to: Open  
Studio Design, LLC, 139  
Emerson Place, #103,  
Brookly, NY 11205. Pur- 
pose: any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Agents, Inc., 7014 13th  
Avenue, Suite 202,  
Brookyn, NY 11228.  
Purpose: any lawful  
purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: TATE  
VENTURES LLC. Articles  
of Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
04/28/2011. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: C/O United 

NOTICE OF FORMATION  
of limited liability compa- 
ny (LLC). Name: HEART  
OF DARKNESS SPICE  
COMPANY, LLC. Articles  
of Organization filed with  
Secretary of State of New  
York (SSNY) on  
11/14/2014. Office loca- 
tion: Kings County. SSNY  
designated as agent of  
LLC upon whom process  
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of  
process to: Jarret Petrillo,  
140 Grove Street, #3,  
Brooklyn, NY 11221.  
Purpose: any lawful pur- 
pose.

Notice of Formation of  
MOM by LJ, LLC.  Arts.  
of Org. filed with NY  
Dept. of State on  
11/19/13.  Office loca- 
tion: Kings County.  Sec.  
of State designated agent  
of LLC upon whom pro- 
cess against it may be  
served and shall mail  
process to the principal  
business address: 14  
Butler Place, Apt 86,  
Brooklyn, NY 11238,  
Attn: Lisa S. Jacobson,  
regd. agent upon whom  
process may be served.   
Purpose: all lawful pur- 
poses.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

States Corporation  
Agents, Inc., 7014 13th  
Street, Suite 202, Brook- 
lyn, NY 11228. Purpose:  
any lawful purpose.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Your Freelance Partner  
LLC. Art. of Org. filed  
with NY Secy. of State  
(SSNY) on 12/26/13.  
Office location: Kings Co.  
SSNY designated as  
agent for service of  
process. SSNY shall mail  
process to the registered  
agent: Karina Mikhli,  
1338 E 15th St. Apt 3,  
Brooklyn, NY 11230  
Purpose: Any lawful  
activity.

CALL 718.260.2555
TO ADVERTISE WITH ALL OUR PUBLICATIONS

P U B L I C A T I O N S
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Need a Tutor?
Check out our 

Educational Services/TutorsEducation Services and 
Tutors for more options
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• ‘We never had any doubt in 
our minds that we were going 
to win.’

• ‘I’ve become more 
of a floor leader.’

BY STEVEN ZITOLO
Erasmus Hall added to its 
string of close, comeback 
victories last Saturday to 
remain undefeated.

The Dutchmen raised 
the level of diffi culty 
again, having to fi ght back 
from 16 points down in the 
fourth quarter to overtake 
host Fort Hamilton 28–22 
in double overtime in Pub-
lic School Athletic League 
football on Oct. 18. Eras-
mus has won its last three 
games by a combined 10 
points. 

“We’re a young team,” 
said Erasmus head coach 
Danny Landberg. “Half 
this team is sophomores. 
They’re going through a 
phase and learning what 
adversity is. We’ve always 
been a counter-punch team. 
When you’re young you 
don’t know how to respond. 
Sometimes you have to 
keep fi ghting the fi ght and 
realize you have to play all 
48 minutes as strong as you 
can. That’s what we did to-
day.” 

All game long, Fort 
Hamilton looked like it was 
going to hand Erasmus its 
fi rst loss, holding a 22–8 
lead with less than 3:00 to 
play in the fourth quarter. 
The Dutchmen (7–0) had 
other ideas. 

Erasmus drove down 
the fi eld and junior Nelson 
Tyler lowered his shoulders 
for a one-yard touchdown 
that was followed by a two-
point conversion to bring 
the score to 22–16. Erasmus 
recovered the ensuing on-
side kick. The Dutchmen 
drove 55 yards to see Sha-
var Brathwaite score with 
only 54 seconds remaining 

in regulation to send the 
game into overtime with 
the score tied at 22–22.

Both teams turned the 
ball over in the fi rst over-
time before Erasmus got 
the score it needed in the 
second extra session. Brath-
waite ran the ball into the 
end zone from 20-yards out 
to put Erasmus up 28–22. 
Fort Hamilton (3–4) could 
not answer. 

“We never had any 
doubt in our minds that we 
were going to win,” said Er-
asmus quarterback Aaron 
Grant. “We started slow and 
played a bad game in the 
fi rst half, and they thought 

it was over in the fi rst half. 
We knew we could come-
back. We just had to believe 
in each other.” 

Fort Hamilton, which 
won three straight com-
ing in, made big plays 
early on. Troy Booker re-
turned a punt 80 yards 
and a two-point conver-
sion put the Tigers up 
8–0. Erasmus answered 
when Grant ran the ball 
in from 25 yards out to cut 
the Fort Hamilton lead to 
8–6. Tigers quarterback 
Sharif Legree completed a 
12-yard touchdown pass to 
Masoud Mohammad for a 
touchdown, and a success-

ful two-point conversion 
pushed the Tigers lead to 
18–6 going into halftime. 

Fort Hamilton picked 
up where it left off to start 
the third quarter. A long 
kickoff return set up a 
quick drive that resulted in 
a six-yard touchdown run 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Another bout, another 
belt for Gerritsen Beach 
native Heather “The 
Heat” Hardy.

Hardy won her second 
boxing title by topping 
veteran Crystal Hoy via 
a 100–90, 99–91, 95–95, 
majority decision for the 
World Boxing Council In-
ternational junior feath-
erweight championship 
on Oct. 15 during a Broad-
way Boxing show at the 
B.B. King Blues Club & 
Grill in Manhattan. 

The undefeated Hardy 
(11–0) and her manager 
Devon Cormack felt it 
was the best technical 
performance of her ca-
reer. 

“I think it is just an 
accumulation of the 
working and the practic-
ing and the learning fi -
nally starting to come to-
gether,” Hardy said. “I’ve 
only been in the game 

four years. Boxing, it’s a 
science. It takes a really 
long time to put it all to-
gether.”

She’s been working 
on her defending and 
counter-punching, and 
she put everything she 
learned on display in last 
Wednesday’s bout, tak-
ing control of the fi ght 
early against her most 
experienced opponent to 
date. 

Hoy (5–7) had 16 pro-
fessional fi ghts coming 
in, and fought for the In-
ternational Boxing Fed-
eration Super Bantam-
weight title in 2012.

Cormack was con-
cerned coming in about 
the adjustments they 
might need to make 
throughout the fi ght 
against a polished op-
ponent, but Hardy only 
required a few small 
tweaks. 

— Erasmus quarterback Aaron Grant on his team’s 
come-from-behind victory over Fort Hamilton

— Former Bishop Ford star Aaliyah Lewis 
on her growth as a player after her 

freshman year at St. John’s

Continued on page 47 Continued on page 47

FLYING DUTCHMAN: (Above) Erasmus Hall’s Daveon Alvarez goes 
up high for the ball in the Dutchmen’s victory last Saturday after-
noon. (Right) Jahquel Webb runs it in for a touchdown against Fort 
Hamilton. Photos by Steven Schnibbe

HALE AND HARDY: Gerritsen Beach native Heather “The Heat” 
Hardy celebrates beating Crystal Hoy for the World Boxing 
Council international junior featherweight championship.

‘The Heat’ earns 
second title 

Erasmus overpowers 
Tigers in overtime 
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John Franco has 
made it in life. 
He is now trying 

to make sure New York 
City’s youth have the op-
portunities and guidance 
to help them make it too.  

The former New York 
Mets reliever and Ben-
sonhurst native played 
21 years in the Major 
League, one of the few 
among millions of as-
piring ball players who 
have gotten to do so. 

Franco’s message 
to young people is to 
fi nd their passion and 
go after it — no matter 
what anyone says. Like 
when Franco was a high 
school pitcher at Lafay-
ette and two scouts told 
him that he’d never 
make it in baseball. 
He played harder and 
proved them wrong.

“Work hard, live out 
your dream,” Franco 
said. “Don’t let anyone 
tell you want you can’t 
do. If you put enough 
time and effort into any-
thing you can do what-
ever you want.” 

That’s what he told a 
diverse audience of more 
than 100 people as part 
of a panel with WFAN 
radio personality Craig 
Carton and Brooklyn 
Cyclones Assistant Gen-
eral Manager Gary Per-
one at the second-annual 
George Kalafatis Lead-
ership in Sports Confer-
ence at Long Island Uni-
versity last Thursday 
afternoon. 

The three of them 
run the NYC All-Stars 
Sports Group, which 
provides chances for 
New York City kids 
to play and learn the 
sports they love.

But Franco also 
pointed out that it’s good 
to have a backup plan if 
the dream doesn’t quite 
work out. 

Kalafatis was argu-
ably the best baseball 
player in LIU history. 

He had a stellar career 
in the minors, never 
reached the majors, but 
went on to be a success-
ful sports agent. Kala-
fatis is an example of 
someone who made the 
most of his skills and 
connections in life. Your 
best effort is all you can 
ask to give in life. 

“As long as you can 
look in the mirror one 
day and say ‘I gave it my 
all,’ no one can take that 
away from you,” Carton 
said. 

There are when times 
doing that isn’t easy. 
Franco and the rest of 
the panel stressed that 
part of having opportu-
nities in life is seizing 
them, not missing them 
or wasting them. 

As a freshman at St. 
John’s, Franco thought 
about quitting as the 
grind of playing col-
lege ball got to him. He 
wasn’t going to class and 
got put on probation, 
but then his father told 
him a scholarship and a 
chance to make a career 
in baseball should not 
be tossed aside. 

“I took that advice 
from my dad,” Franco 
said. “Thank God I did 
take that advice, be-
cause who knows where 
I’d be today.” 

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Aaliyah Lewis is ready to lead the 
charge for the Red Storm. 

The former Bishop Ford star has 
earned the right to run the St. John’s 
women’s basketball team’s offense as 
its starting point guard this season. 
Lewis, now a sophomore, already has 
some experience doing so, starting 
eight times as a freshman while se-
nior Eugeneia McPherson recovered 
from an injury.

There is no safety net this time 
around and plenty of talent to or-
chestrate for a Red Storm team try-
ing to win a Big East title and reach 
a sixth-straight NCAA tournament. 
The team, and her coach, are count-
ing on her to deliver.

“Lewis has to be good for us,” St. 
John’s coach Joe Tartamella said. “If 
we are going to win games, she has to 
be really good.”

For Lewis that means being more 
aggressive on both ends of the court, 
making better decisions and using 
her speed to dictate the pace of the 
game. Tartamella said he wants de-
fenses to have to try to catch up to her 
pace, instead of Lewis slowing herself 
down to theirs. 

Imposing her ability on the game 
goes well beyond that. Defenses sunk 
off Lewis last season, daring her to 
shoot at times. She knows that star 

guards Aliyyah Handford and Dan-
aejah Grant will do the bulk of the pe-
rimeter scoring, but she will need to 
make opposing defenses respect her 
in order to take pressure off them. 
That means smartly attacking the 
basket and making open jumpers.

“The main thing is being more ag-
gressive on the offensive end,” Lewis 
said. “Coach has been on me about 
shooting, so I have been getting my 
jump shot on point.”

She averaged just three points and 
2.1 assists last season, but fl ourished 
early in the year as a starter. Lewis, 
who said she also plans on being 
“feisty on defense,” scored 19 points 
against Harvard, and dished out six 
assists in a win over Iona. Her fresh-
man season taught her plenty of les-
sons about how to run a team at the 
college level.

“Coming in from high school ev-
eryone knew me as a scorer, so then 
coming in and playing behind Eu-
geneia. I was learning,” Lewis said. 
“I’m trying to get the program down, 
trying to get the system. I think I’ve 
adjusted well. I’ve become more of a 
fl oor leader.”

Being a winner is something 
Lewis has done throughout her ca-
reer. In high school she helped lead 
Ford to its fi rst state Federation 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
It took Abraham Lincoln 
less than two minutes to 
change the direction of the 
game against Curtis.

The Railsplitters scored 
16 points to close out the 
fi rst half and held off the 
Warriors for a 23–20 win 
in Public School Athletic 
League football in Coney 
Island last Saturday night. 
Paul Litvak completed 
three of 10 passes for 97 
yards, including a touch-
down to Luis Rodriguez 
with a minute left in the 
second quarter.

Lincoln (6–1) blocked 
the ensuing punt and it was 
recovered for a safety. Mi-
chael Tud ran the free kick 
back 45-yard for a touch-
down to put the Railsplit-
ters up 23–14 at the break. 
Rodriguez compiled 174 
yards of total offense, and 
Prince Klutsey ran for 23 

yards and a score. Ale-
jandro Oregon made 10 
tackles, including three 
sacks, and Najee Baker 

added 10 tackles and two 
sacks of his own. Curtis is 
4–3.

New Utrecht 14, Mid-

wood 12: Angelo Car-
rera completed seven of 10 
passes for 65 yards and a 
touchdown pass to Yousef 
Othman for New Utrecht 
(4–3). He also added a rush-
ing score. Dayquan Russell 
carried the ball 18 times for 
125 yards. Kadeen Dryden 
and Canthon Irizarry com-
bined for nine tackles and 
each chipped in a sack. 
William Tarver rushed for 
106 yards and a touchdown 
on 12 carries for Midwood 
(2–5). 

South Shore 32, Le-

hman 14: Jason Martin 
went 23-for-31 passing for 
453 yards and four touch-
downs for South Shore 
(5–2). Tylik Brown caught 
four passes for 83 yards 
and two touchdowns. Tim-
othy Bowers and Kamau-
ley Steadman combined for 
251 yards and a touchdown 

HOTFOOT: Lincoln’s Luis Rodriguez outruns a Curtis player during 
the schools’ Oct. 18 game. Photo by Steve Solomonson

ON POINT: Former Bishop Ford star Aali-
yah Lewis will be the starting point for the 
St. John’s women’s basketball team this 
season. St. John’s Athletic Communications

Lincoln powers past Curtis 

Former Bishop Ford star Lewis named 
starting point guard at St. John’s 

Don’t let go 
of a chance to 

live your dream 

Continued on page 47

Continued on page 47
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888-847-1024612 86TH ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11228
ONLINE 24/7 AT BAYRIDGEFORD.COM

 *Not all will qualify. See dealer for details. †2014 EPA estimate HWY. Actual mileage may vary. Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1017929. Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7111183. Not responsible for typographical errors. Photos for representation only. Offers expire 10/31/14.*Not all will qualify See dealer for details †2014 EPA estimate HWY Actua

Auto, V6 3.5L, 4WD, SYNC System, Alloy Wheels, Satellite Radio25 MPG
up to †

*Lease based on 24 mos w/ $3,595 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter. MSRP $32,465, 
Residual $20,453, VIN EBA22259. Includes $3,500 Factory Rebate, $2,500 RCL Customer Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 Competitive Lease Conquest Cash. 

New 2014 
FORD 

FOCUS SE

Auto, 4 Cyl 2.0L, SYNC System, Alloy Wheels, Satellite Radio
*Lease based on 24 mos w/ $2,995 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter.  
MSRP $20,240, Residual $13,060, VIN EL358875. Includes $2,000 Factory Rebate, $1,000 RCL Bonus Cash, $500 Lease Conquest Rebate.

36 MPG
up to †

A t 4 C l 2 0L SYNC S t Al
††

p tto

New 2014  
FORD 

FUSION S

Auto, 4 Cyl 2.5L, Alloy Wheels, SYNC and Sound Package

4 

S

34 MPG
up to †

*Lease based on 24 mos w/ $2,995 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter. MSRP $22,305, 
Residual $14,589, VIN ER334756. Includes $2,000 Factory Rebate, $1,000 RCL Customer Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 Competitive Lease Conquest Cash.

New 2014  
FORD 

ESCAPE SE

Auto, 4 Cyl 1.6L, 4WD, Bluetooth, Back-up Camera, Cruise Control30 MPG
up to †

*Lease based on 24 mos w/ $3,595 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter. 
MSRP $27,840, Residual $18,131, VIN EUD62256. Includes $1,500 RCL Customer Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 Competitive Lease Conquest Cash. 

4

E

A t 4 C l 1 6L 4WD Bl t th B

*
Lease for

per 
mo

$59
*

Lease for

per 
mo

$79

*
Lease for

per 
mo

$99 *
Lease for

per 
mo

$159
G

††

New 2014 
FORD 

EDGE SE

Cargo and 12 & 15 Passenger Vans Available for Immediate Delivery!

each receiving. 
Canarsie 22, New Dorp 

6: Jeff Killbrew connected 
on seven of 14 passes for 136 
yards and a touchdown for 
Canarsie (4–3). Darius Lan-
caster made two catches for 
104 yards and a score and 
Shawn Cabbell added a rush-
ing touchdown. Kamari 
Jones Hunter made 11 tack-
les, including four sacks.   

Sheepshead Bay 34, 

Beach Channel 12: Daquan 
Boone rushed for 224 yards 
and two touchdowns for 
Sheepshead Bay (1–6). Dan-
iel Barnes carried the ball 
fi ve times for 78 yards and 

a touchdown, and all threw 
a touchdown to Giovanni 
Fleurissaint. 

Tottenville 28, Boys & 

Girls 0: Nicholas Smith ran 
for 77 yards on seven car-
ries and Christopher Julmus 
threw for 72 yards for Boys & 
Girls (2–5). Brandon Harding 
and Donald Merceus each 
made fi ve tackles.  

Xaverian 35, Nazareth 

12: Brandon Peterson and 
Garrett Murnan combined 
for 120 yards rushing, and a 
touchdown each for Xaver-
ian (3–3, 2–2). Greg Juliano 
added a score on the ground. 
Phil DePaulis went two of 
three passing for 54 yards 
and a touchdown. Nazareth 
is 2–5, 0–3.  

James Madison 22, 

Mott Haven 6: Daniel Mar-
tinez went four-for-fi ve pass-
ing for 110 yards and a touch-
down to Quham Shobande 
for James Madison (6–1). 
Keenan Sylvester carried the 
ball 23 times for 136 yards 
and a touchdown, and Naah-
man Gumbs added a rushing 
score. Shamar Logan added 
an interception. 

Franklin Roosevelt 36, 

Lafayette 0: Tristin Thomas 
carried the ball 11 times for 
131 yards and two touch-
downs for FDR (6–2). He also 
caught a 62-yard touchdown 
pass from Nadir Hassan. 
Monrico Cummings added a 
score on the ground.  

Grady 20, John Adams 

6: Alex Adams went seven-
for-12 passing for 154 yards 
and three touchdowns for 
Grady (5–2). Shakir Lea-
cock Jr. caught five passes 
for 130 yards and two touch-
downs. Hassan added five 
tackles.

Eagles Academy II 8, 

Evander Child 0: Du Sean 
Barnett was fi ve of seven 
passing for 120 yards and a 
touchdown to Michael Leite 
for Eagle Academy (6–1). Ra-
mell Redd rushed for 220 
yards on 21 carries. Jamal 
Thotman chipped in 13 tack-
les and three sacks. 

Continued from page 46 

LINCOLN

DOUBLE TAKE: Lincoln’s Kadeki Kelly and Maurice Allen trap a Curtis 
player. Photo by Steve Solomonson

“Within the fi rst minute of the fi rst 
round I was completely settled in,” 
Hardy said. “I was completely comfort-
able. I found my groove. It was the most 
fun I’ve ever had in the ring competing.” 

Hardy did a superb job evading the 
majority of the aggressive Hoy’s power 
punches. She did leave with a black 
eye from a big overhand right in the 
fourth round, but that was the hardest 
punch Hoy landed in the whole bout. 
Other than that, Hardy used Hoy’s ag-
gressiveness against her. 

“She was very resilient,” Cormack 
said. “[Hoy] was really coming for-
ward with some hard and big shots, 

but Heather was evading almost ev-
erything.”

Hardy and Cormack were both left 
puzzled by judge Joseph Pasquale’s 
95–95 scorecard — especially given 
the lopsided scores she got from the 
other judges. 

No matter what the score, the win 
puts Hardy another step forward in her 
quest for a world title. She hopes to fi ght 
again in December, but her trainer 
wants her to take her time before bat-
tling for the world championship.  

“People fail to understand she 
is just a pro two years — why would 
anyone be talking about fi ghting the 
number-one contender for a title?” 
Cormack said. “She needs to get her 
experience down and we are gradually 
doing that.” 

Continued from page 45 

THE HEAT

Class AA title as a senior. She be-
lieves she is ready to be the Red 
Storm’s fl oor leader for three years 
and has a bright future with the 
program. It is why her coach be-
lieves she can handle all she is be-
ing asked to do.

“I’ve given her a lot of responsi-
bility,” Tartamella said. “I think she 
wants it. I think she just has to exe-
cute it, and her confi dence will only 
grow over time.”

by Booker to put Fort Hamilton up 
22–6 early in the third quarter. The 
advantage did not hold up as Eras-
mus once again came away with a 
close win. 

“It was a heck of a game,” said 
Fort Hamilton coach Danny Perez. 
“You have to give it up to Erasmus 
with their comeback. We had one 
or two missed plays that ended up 
being the difference between vic-
tory.” 

Continued from page 45 

ERASMUS
Continued from page 46 
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Shopping break.
A perfect moment to talk about alcohol.

www.underagedrinking.samhsa.gov 
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How can 155, 886 
households in 
Brooklyn help 
your business?

CNG’s newspapers, Courier-Life, The Brooklyn Paper and Caribbean 
Life, have been an important part of the Brooklyn advertising 
landscape for decades. Our weekly newspapers let you target a 
specific neighborhood or reach all parts of the borough with your 
advertising message. And with the borough’s largest household 
coverage, that’s a lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn with CNG’s Queens, Bronx 
and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising professional who can help 
you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510
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Kids will spend 11 minutes 
dressing Spike up 
like a princess.

How about two 
minutes to brush 

their teeth?
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Overworked. Understaffed.
Underpaid. Unappreciated.

They work side by side,
protecting New Yorkers from

crime and terror...

...but the one on the left makes 
almost $14,000 less per year.

Is that fair? Is that progressive?

Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association 
125 Broad Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10004  •  212-233-5531 Patrick J. Lynch, President

of the City of New York

www.nycpba.org


