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BY MAX JAEGER
You can’t spell erratic with-
out a double dose of “R.”

Two months after R-
train service to Manhattan 
resumed, straphangers are 
complaining that service 
along the line has gotten 
worse, with trains bunch-
ing in stations and long de-

lays at other times.
“For the fi rst couple 

weeks it was pretty good, 
but it’s gotten pretty er-
ratic,” said rider Lou 
Camporeale, who said he 
saw two Bay Ridge-bound 
trains enter the Jay Street–
MetroTech station back-to-
back before a 15-minute lull 

during a Friday rush hour.
The Metropolitan 

Transportation Authority 
closed the tunnels connect-
ing Brooklyn to Manhat-
tan for 13 months of repair 
work following Hurricane 
Sandy. Shortly after the 
tunnels re-opened, riders 

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Brooklyn’s top prosecutor has lev-
eled a new charge against the sus-
pect he says  shot a man dressed in 
drag in Bushwick last month : at-
tempted murder as a hate crime.

District Attorney Ken Thomp-
son said the new indictment, 
which came in the wake of a 
brutal beating of a transgender 
woman in the same neighbor-
hood two weeks later, should sig-
nal to homo- and transphobic big-
ots that hate doesn’t have a home 
here.

“The pattern of acts of vio-
lence against the LGBTQ com-
munity is shocking and unac-
ceptable,” Thompson said during 
a Tuesday press conference at 
Bushwick’s Maria Hernandez 
Park. “My hope is that the an-
nouncement of this indictment 
will send a very clear message 
that hate-fi lled acts of violence 
against the LGBTQ community 
and any member of our commu-
nity will not be tolerated.”

The Sept. 27 attack began when 
the gunman and two friends spot-
ted three men dressed in drag on 
Putnam Avenue between Broad-

BY VANESSA OGLE
Better late than never.

More than two years 
after Hurricane Sandy, 
some Gerritsen Beach lo-
cals in the city’s Build It 
Back Sandy recovery pro-
gram are fi nally getting 
their homes elevated or re-
built, which one local said 
is much better than last 

year’s anniversary. 
The longtime Gerritsen 

Beach resident, whose 
home is scheduled to be 
demolished next week and 
then rebuilt at a higher el-
evation, said the program 
has improved dramatically 
under the DeBlasio admin-
istration. 

Continued on page 9

Continued on page 10Continued on page 10

Sponsor says 
city wants $100K

BY MAX JAEGER
This race was over before it began.

The promoter planning the Oct. 
26 Brooklyn Triathlon canceled the 
event at the last minute after he 
found out the city wanted to charge 
more than $100,000 to close two miles 
of Surf Avenue in Coney Island. 

In a letter sent on Oct. 14, the 
mayor’s offi ce said police needed 
$127,466 to close Surf Avenue be-
tween W. Fifth and W. 37th streets to 
traffi c for the three-hour event. The 
promoter pulled out because the city 
declined to itemize the bill and gave 
him impossibly short notice that the 
fee would be so high, he said.

“We thought it would be about 
one-fi fth of this,” said Jack Caress of 
Pacifi c Sports. “What’s really trou-
bling is there was no transparency, 

Continued on page 9

Tommy Bracco, who plays Brooklyn newsboy Spot Conlon in Disney’s “Newsies” on Broadway, teaches stu-
dents at Marine Park’s IS 278 a dance from the show on Oct. 29. Photo by Steve Solomonson

BLAST FROM PAST: Riders 
are seeing more 1970s-era R 
trains now that service has 
resumed to Manhattan.

POLICE FEES 
KILL TRIATHLON

DA: B’wick 
shooting a 
hate crime

Ridge R train now a painSandy rebuilding starts
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BY MAX JAEGER
The King lives — in Mid-
wood.

A Brooklyn Elvis im-
personator has turned his 
home into a mecca for the 
musical icon that rivals 
the King’s former home in 
Memphis.

“I got so much Elvis in 
my house, it’s like a mini-
Graceland,” Carey Weiner 
said.

The Midwood man has 
every movie and album the 
King ever made, but more 
than that, Weiner has 
amassed an army of Elvis 
fi gurines and plastered his 
walls with press clippings.

Weiner, 53, estimates 
that he has spent tens of 
thousands of dollars on the 
collection he began accu-
mulating at 12 years old. 
He found some of his favor-
ite pieces on pilgrimages to 
Elvis’s Tennessee home of 
Graceland, he said.

“In Memphis, I was like 
a kid in a candy store,” he 
said.

Weiner has performed 
as Elvis in Brooklyn, Atlan-
tic City, and as far away as 
Las Vegas, starting at the 
age of 9, he said.  Recently, 
the tribute singer was fea-
tured in this paper’s pages 
after he performed at MCU 
Park’s Elvis night . In many 
ways, Weiner’s collection 
is an heirloom. The oldest 
pieces were gathered by his 
mother Rosalyn at Pres-
ley’s concerts. One prized 
keepsake is a scarf the 
King gave her during his 

four-night stint at Madison 
Square Garden in 1972.

“His makeup rubbed off 
on the scarf. My mom said 
she wished his makeup 
rubbed off on her,” Weiner 
said.

For Weiner, Elvis is an 
enduring connection to the 
mother he lost to cancer 
about 20 years ago. 

“She was a great mom, 
but when Elvis was in 

town, she was the ultimate 
groupie,” he said.

Weiner was once fea-
tured on “Hoarding: Bur-
ied Alive” on The Learn-
ing Channel. He admits the 
clutter can get out of hand, 
but said that is the price of 
fandom.

“I’ve known Elvis imper-
sonators with maybe two 
CDs — well, then you’re not 
a fan,” he said.

Man’s home is a ‘mini-Graceland’

ROYAL REGALIA: (Above) Sur-
rounded by his Elvis Presley 
memorabilia, tribute artist 
Carey Weiner wears a scarf that 
once belonged to the King him-
self and a guitar he won at an 
Elvis impersonators’ contest. 
(Left) Every inch of Weiner’s 
Midwood apartment is covered 
in Elvis tchotchke and press 
clippings. 
 Photos by Elizabeth Graham

A tribute fi t 
for the King

The source for news in your neighborhood:

From the president, students, faculty
and staff of York College/CUNY:

Make a Date  
with your Future!

Make a Date  
with your Future!

Meet our outstanding faculty and students during the 

Cardinal Experience (student and parent session). Engage 

transfer counselors from the three schools and take a 

student-guided tour to see our beautiful campus including: 

TV studio, Performing Arts Center, Art studio, Library and 

the state-of-the art Science and Nursing laboratories.

Here are five reasons you and your family 
should attend the Fall Open House:

schools 

until approximately 3 p.m. in the Health & Physical 

Education Building, or:

Fall Open House
November 9, 2014

Join us for this 
exciting event!
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
A day before a Manhat-
tan hospital admitted New 
York’s fi rst confi rmed Eb-
ola patient, health offi cials 
convened Downtown to as-
sure residents that they 
are ready to contain the 
contagion.

Manhattan doctor 
Craig Spencer, fresh off 
a stint treating Ebola 
patients in Guinea as a 
member of Doctors With-
out Borders, was rushed 
to Bellevue Hospital 
Center in his home bor-
ough with a high fever 
and nausea and tested 
positive for the deadly 
disease on Oct. 23  . Spen-
cer’s admission set into 
motion the emergency-
response system hospi-
tal administrators and 
government officials 
laid out at Borough Hall 
the evening prior.

An offi cial from the Of-
fi ce of Emergency Man-
agement stressed that the 
city is ready for exactly the 
kind of threat presented 
by Spencer’s Ebola symp-
toms.

“Every city agency in 
New York City is working 
night and day to make sure 
that we’re prepared,” said 

Mordy Goldfeder, a senior 
city health and medical 
planner.

Representatives from 
Kings County Hospital 
Center and Brooklyn Hos-
pital Center were on hand 
to explain what their staffs 
will do to detect Ebola, and 
how they will transfer pa-
tients to Bellevue, New 
York’s designated hospital 
for Ebola treatment, when 
cases appear.

Ghassan Jamaled-
dine, chief medical offi -
cer at Kings County, said 
his staff started getting 
ready about six weeks 
ago, conducting trainings  
about how to handle pa-
tients, and even sending 
in “secret shoppers” who 
test medical worker re-
sponses by pretending to 
exhibit symptoms. They 
also trained personnel 
on how to properly put on 
and take off their protec-
tive equipment. Lapses in 
protective-gear protocol 
are thought to be how two 
nurses in Texas caught 
the disease while treating 
Thomas Eric Duncan, the 
fi rst Ebola patient in the 
United States, who later 
died.

Having Bellevue as a 

central hospital eases the 
resource strain that Ebola 
treatment creates, Jama-
leddine said.

Michael Hochberg, 
chairman of emergency 
medicine at Brooklyn Hos-
pital, said his staff has been 
performing Ebola screen-
ings on every patient ad-
mitted to the facility since 
August. Initial screenings 
involve asking the patient 
questions about recent 
travel and the symptoms 
they are experiencing. If 
their answers suggest they 
could be at risk for Ebola, 
they will be isolated and 
evaluated by a doctor who 
will decide whether or not 
to send them to Bellevue, 
he said.

Notably, Duncan is re-
ported to have  lied about 
his Ebola exposure when 
fl ying into the United 
States .

A representative 
from the Department of 
Health and Mental Hy-
giene, Karen Maybank, 
broke down infection sta-
tistics for the disease so 
far. Globally, there were 
75,000 suspected cases di-
agnosed as of Oct. 7, re-
sulting in 3,000 deaths, 
she said.

Most of the cases were 
in the West African coun-
tries of Sierra Leone, Li-
beria, and Guinea, but 
only Duncan and the two 
nurses who treated him 
had been diagnosed in the 
United States — before 
Spencer.

“This really is the 
worst outbreak of Ebola 
that we’ve ever seen,” May-
bank said.

But she also explained 
that contracting the dis-
ease is diffi cult because 
it only spreads from per-
son to person via direct 
physical contact, and that 
the most contagious cases 
are in people too sick to 
put big groups of people at 
risk by traveling through 
the city.

“If someone is that sick 
with Ebola, they are not 
going to be walking on the 
street,” she said.

Spencer stayed mostly 
in his apartment in the 
Harlem section of Manhat-
tan, but had a leisurely day 
out and about last Wednes-
day, going for a three-mile 
run, visiting Manhattan’s 
High Line park, and taking 
a trip to the Williamsburg 
bowling alley The Gutter, 

New York has its fi rst confi rmed case of Ebola and there is a lot of 
fear and misinformation swirling around out there. Here, according 
to the health offi cials who  convened at Borough Hall last week , is 
what you need to know to stay safe.

Offi cials present disease prevention plan as the fi rst case fl ares up in Manhattan

EXTREME CLOSE-UP: Ebola under the microscope.

WRAPPED UP TIGHT: (Above) Medical personnel in protective gear wheel a mock Ebola patient in an isola-
tion pod during a drill at the biocontainment unit at the Nebraska Medical Center in this fi le photo. (Left) 
Staffers at Bellevue Hospital Center — New York’s designated hospital for Ebola treatment — demonstrate 
protective gear for treating patients with the virus. 

Preparing for Ebola in Brooklyn

Facts about Ebola

How it spreads
Direct contact with the bodily 
fl uids of an infected individual

How it doesn’t spread
Through air, water, or food.

Symptoms include
Fever of more than 101.5 de-
grees, diarrhea, muscle pain, 
severe headache, stomach 
pain, unexplained bleeding or 
bruising, vomiting, and weak-
ness.

When symptoms begin
2–21 days after exposure

Contagiousness starts
When symptoms appear. Ebola 

gets more contagious as symp-
toms worsen.

What you can do
Get a fl u shot. Health offi cials 
want to keep people exhibit-
ing fl u-like — as in, Ebola-like 
— symptoms from clogging up 
emergency rooms and making it 
harder to single out actual Ebola 
patients.

Travelers beware
If you have traveled to Sierra 
Leone, Liberia, or Guinea in the 
last 21 days and have a fever, 
call 911 or go to an emergency 
room. — Matthew Perlman
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Continued on page 7
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
A landmarked Fourth Av-
enue arts venue has been 
sold out from under its pro-
prietor.

A Manhattan developer 
bought Brooklyn Lyceum 
for $7.6 million at a fore-
closure auction on Oct. 23, 
punctuating a  more-than-
six-year-long legal fi ght  
over the fate of the Fourth 
Avenue performance space, 
but not ending it, according 
to soon-to-be-former owner 
Eric Richmond.

“The only difference 
to me right now is that 
maybe someone else will 
have to shovel snow this 
winter,” Richmond said. 
“I’m still going to fight the 
battle.”

Developer Greystone 
bought the former bath-
house, which was built be-
tween Union and President 
streets in 1908 and is zoned 
to allow commercial and 
residential uses. Its historic 

designation means pro-
posed alterations would be 
subject to heavy scrutiny.

A representative of Grey-
stone declined to comment, 
citing the 60-day waiting 
period for the sale to go 
through.

Richmond claims that 
he and a team of backers 
had pooled $11 million to 
buy the property but that 
his bidder at the auction 

stopped at $7.5 million, al-
lowing Gresytone to out-
bid them by $100,000. Rich-
mond said he is challenging 
the validity of the foreclo-
sure on the basis that the 
fi rm that owned the mort-
gage on the building did 
not have standing to fore-
close when it moved to do 
so, thanks to litigation he 
has pending against it in 
state and federal courts. 

“There are two outstand-
ing cases that could unwind 
the sale,” Richmond said. 
“I’m going to clear it up.”

The foreclosure pro-
ceedings began in 2008, 
when the property had 
millions of dollars in liens 
against it, a debt that has 
now climbed to more than 
$5 million.

Richmond had taken out 
a mortgage from a limited-
liability corporation he de-
scribed as being run by 
“Manhattan money people” 
to cover renovations and le-

gal fees for his longstanding 
feud with  his former archi-
tect Jeane Miele  over con-
trol of the lot next door, he 
said. The foreclosure had 
stalled because Richmond 
is in the process of declar-
ing bankruptcy, but an Aug. 
14 court order allowed it to 
proceed. 

Last year Richmond 
opened the Lyceum’s doors 
to freelancers,  charging 
$10 per day for wifi  and all-
you-can-drink coffee in an 
effort to turn the fi nancial 
tide .

Richmond said he plans 
to keep the space open at 
least through the end of the 
year — and indefi nitely if 
he wins in court — but his 
annual “A Charlie Brown 
Christmas” performance is 
in jeopardy.

“I need to fi gure out if 
I’m going to focus on the 
appeals,” he said. “I love 
‘Charlie Brown Christmas’ 
and it brings thousands of 

people in, but I’m not sure I 
can do it this year.”

The Lyceum was named 
after the garden in Greece 
where Aristotle taught 
philosophy. Richmond de-
scribed the place as “Brook-
lyn’s medieval town square,” 
and made every attempt to 

live up to the billing with 
wide-ranging program-
ming, including theater 
productions, concerts, com-
edy, lectures, DJ nights, 
classes on subjects such as 
silk-screening, skate nights 
and a batting cage. 
 — with Nathan Tempey

Park Slope arts venue is sold at foreclosure auction

OUT, BUT NOT DOWN: Brooklyn Lyceum proprietor Eric Richmond 
is holding out hope that he can win the venue back in court. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

CURTAINS: The iconic Fourth 
Avenue building is a former 
public bathhouse — and might 
be a fancy private housing in 
the future. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Brooklyn Lyceum is lost
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Hours Sun. – Thurs 9:00 am – 9:00 pm Fri & Sat, 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
EXP. 11-10-14

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
RESTAURANT
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LOSING 
YOUR HAIR?
Forget about ointments, 
shampoo, and 
hair transplant!

Hair Cells Plus

$100 OFF

5911 B 16th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11214

of your procedure with this ad

STEM CELL HAIR
REGROWTH SPECIALISTS

NO CHEMICALS. NO HAIRPIECES. NO WEAVES. 
NO TRANSPLANTS. NO LASER. COMPLETELY NON-INVASIVE!

718.872.6465 | info@haircellsplus.com | haircellsplus.com

before before beforeafter after after

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Call it the crawl of 
Cthulu. 

An aficionado of hor-
ror-author H.P. Lovecraft 
will lead a creepy yet com-
pelling walking tour of 
significant sites from au-
thor’s brief time living in 
Brooklyn on Nov. 8. The 
pulp fiction writer is bet-
ter known as a Rhode Is-
lander than a Brooklynite, 
but the tour’s guide and 
creator said she wants to 
expose more people to this 
little-known period of the 
author’s life.

“There is so much fo-
cus on his life in New Eng-
land, and his time in New 
York is overlooked,” said 
Jane Rose, who is herself 
a horror writer and film-
maker. “As a New Yorker, I 
want to claim a little piece 
of him for New York.”

Lovecraft only lived in 
Brooklyn for two years, 
from March of 1924 to the 
fall of 1926. At the time, the 

recluse was writing and 
publishing steadily, but 
had little money since his 
formerly wealthy family 
had fallen on hard times. 
He was forced to relocate 
from the then-wealthy 
neighborhood of Flatbush 
to the relative squalor of 
Brooklyn Heights, accord-
ing to Rose. 

“He probably would 
have considered it the 
worst time in his life,” 
said Rose. “But he also 
considered it very infor-
mative.”

Lovecraft’s time living 
in the Heights, in an apart-
ment on the corner of Clin-
ton and State streets, is 
said to have inspired his 
short story “The Horror 
at Red Hook.” The story 
— written in 1925 and pub-
lished in 1927 — tells the 
tale of an Irish-American 
detective who develops 
a fear of large Brooklyn 
brownstones after uncov-
ering an occult group per-

forming demonic rituals 
in a Red Hook apartment. 

It is not considered 
one of Lovecraft’s better 
works, but it is widely re-
garded as one of his most 
racist — the famously xe-
nophobic author imbued 
the text with his distaste 

for New York’s large 
immigrant population 
through his disparag-
ing descriptions of Red 
Hook’s inhabitants. 

Rose will give the 
tour in two parts — first 
Flatbush, then Brooklyn 
Heights — with a subway 
trip in-between. 

“It is important to see 
both, because the two ar-
eas reflect different parts 
of his life,” she said. 

Rose plans to take fans 
to both of his houses, as 
well as locations that set 
the scenes for many of his 
stories, including the Flat-
bush Reformed Church 
and the tunnels under At-
lantic Avenue — both of 

which appear in “The Hor-
ror at Red Hook.”

H.P. Lovecraft Brook-
lyn Guided Tour meets 
at Prospect Park (Park-
side and Ocean avenues in 
Prospect Park, www.mor-
bidanatomymuseum.org). 
Nov. 8 at 2 pm. $20.

3 Course $25 
Prix Fixe

BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
The U-shaped building at the 
end of the IRT line in Flat-
bush — where Frank Ser-
pico, Li’l Kim, and Marty 
Markowitz went to school — 
is tuning up for an anniver-
sary season of music, dance, 
and family performances.

The Brooklyn Center for 
the Performing Arts at Brook-
lyn College celebrates its 60th 
anniversary with an eclectic 
lineup for the 2014–15 season 
beginning Nov. 1, bringing 
performers from Jamaica, 
Russia, Canada, South Africa, 
China, and across the United 
States to the Walt Whitman 
Theatre. The boards will 
rock with fl amenco, ballet, 
Latin jazz, a cappella, classi-
cal drama, and musicals, and 
usher in a new era, the Cen-
ter’s director said.

“We will take our audi-
ences on an adventure that 
celebrates our past and looks 
toward our bright future,” 
Jon Yanofsky said. 

Here are our top picks to 
look forward to:

Bobby McFerrin 60th-

Anniversary Season 

Opener

Saturday Nov. 1 at 8 pm, 
$36–$60.

Chances are you saw 
Robin Williams goofi ng off 
in a house dress while do-
ing a silly jig in the musical 
video of McFerrin’s 1980s 
chart-topper, “Don’t Worry, 
Be Happy.” The tune be-
came an inter-generational 
anthem and redefi ned the 
role of the human voice in 
contemporary music. It ap-
peared on “The Simpsons,” 
“That ’70s Show,” “Cocktail,” 
“Dawn of the Dead,” and even 
a Huggies commercial. Bach 
and The Beatles have made 
it into McFerrin’s inventive 
collaborations, and his part-
nerships with Yo-Yo Ma and 
Sesame Street pushed the en-
velope even further.

Flamenco Vivo Carlota 

Santana, “The Soul of Fla-

menco”

Friday Nov. 14 at 8 pm, 
$30–$45.

The ensemble celebrates 

its 30th year with a passion-
ate new show embodying 
the purity of traditional fl a-
menco and classical Span-
ish dance. 

Angel Munoz’s new 
piece, “A Solas” is impres-
sive. The New York Times 
called it an “infectiously 
joyful celebration of music 
and dance.”   

“The Snow Maiden”

Sunday Dec. 21 at 4 pm, 
$35–$50. Performed in Rus-
sian with English subtitles, 
recommended for ages 6 and 
up.

A young girl is trans-
formed by Grandfather Frost 
(the Russian Santa Claus) 
into the beautiful snow 
maiden in this Russian-lan-
guage musical. The chil-
dren’s extravaganza incor-
porates traditional Russian 
songs, dances, and elaborate 
costumes to create a winter 
wonderland. Zazdarovje!

The Klezmatics, 

“Woody Guthrie’s Wonder 

Wheel Tour”

Sunday March 8, 2015, at 3 

pm, $30.
Flash back to 1940s Co-

ney Island, where Woody 
Guthrie and his wife settled 
into the raucous life on Mer-
maid Avenue. Inspired by 
his Jewish family and their 
community, Guthrie wrote 
hundreds of lyrics rich with 

spirituality, tenderness, and 
a passionate belief in the hu-
man fi ght for peace and jus-
tice. 

Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brook-
lyn College 2014–15 Anniver-
sary Season, Nov. 1, 2014, to 
May 17, 2015 [2900 Campus 

Rd. between Bedford and 
Nostrand avenues in Flat-
bush, (718) 951–4600]. Tick-
ets available at  www.brook-
lyncenter.org/buy-tickets/
calendar-of-events  or call 
the box offi ce at (718) 951–
4500, Tuesday–Saturday, 1 
pm–6 pm.

FROM RUSSIA, WITH LOVE: “The Snow Maiden” — a Russian-language musical for ages 6 and up — will 
bring Moscow to this side of the East River on Dec. 21. Igor Khodzinskiy

Diamond season for 
Brooklyn Center theater

Guided tours of horror writer’s home

LOVING THE CRAFT: Jane Rose 
stands in front of the Brooklyn 
Heights house where H.P. Love-
craft lived in misery. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman
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Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without 
surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-sculpting 
procedure designed to remove fat and contour the body without 
invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to continue your daily 
activities without interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. 
ZERONA® works by utilizing the Low Level Laser (FDA cleared 
for laser body contouring to emulsify fat which then releases 
into the interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through the body during its normal course 

of detoxification. The ZERONA® procedure was 
proven through a double-blind, randomized, 
multi-site, and placebo controlled study in 
which patients average loss of 3.64 inches, and 
some lost as much as 9 inches compared to the 
placebo group that lost only half an inch.

LOSE 3–9 INCHES IN 2 WEEKS, NON-INVASIVE!
“What if I told you this cutting-edge device could melt inches 
off your waist and keep them off for good.” — Doctor Oz

talking about the ZERONA® LipoLaser

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, hips and 
thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight loss program — we 
are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off excess water weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  WORKSHOPS
When: Tuesday, November 11 at 6:00 pm

Where:
Cost: FREE

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
This crew went from 
Brooklyn to space and back 
again.

New York University 
Polytechnic School of En-
gineering hosted a talk last 
Thursday night about the 
future of space travel with 
three alumni who went on 
to become astronauts after 
graduating. Poly students 
who are competing to 
build a National Aeronau-
tics and Space Adminis-
tration digging robot said 
the talk brought things 
down to Earth for them.

“Hearing them talk 
about this stuff makes the 
competition more real,” 
said Devon Simmons, a co-
captain of the team. “It puts 
things in perspective.”

Lee Morin, who gradu-
ated from New York Uni-
versity’s medical school 
in 1982 and fl ew on a shut-
tle mission to the Inter-
national Space Station, 
presented a vision for the 
future of space explora-
tion that relies on robots 
like the one Simmons’s 
team is working on. Morin 
explained that in order 
to build something like a 
permanent outpost on the 
moon, scientists would 
have to send up robots that 
can craft the materials and 
tools needed from moon-
rocks, because launch-
ing that stuff up there 
would be too expensive. 
The fi rst robot could make 
the things it needs to con-
struct another robot, and 

together they could start 
to build bigger and bigger 
components. He calls the 
approach the “compound 
interest model.”

“We have to build stuff 
that helps you make more 
stuff,” Lee said.

Charles Camarda, an 
astronaut who gradu-
ated from the engineering 
school in 1974 and fl ew on 
a space shuttle mission, 
agreed that self-suffi ciency 
is key above the atmo-
sphere.

“It’s living off the land. 
It’s what all pioneers do,” 
he said.

The third alumnus-
astronaut, Paolo Nespoli, 
who works with the Eu-
ropean Space Agency and 
spent fi ve-and-half months 
on the space station, said 
astral explorers should 
aim higher, and farther.

“We should put some en-
ergy into a place we haven’t 
been to yet,” Nespoli said. 
“I think we need to go to 
Mars.”

Nespoli explained that 
a fl ashy accomplishment 
like that would inspire a 
new generation of engi-
neers and astronauts like 
the lunar landing did for 
his generation. The out-
of-this-world guests also 
talked about a current mis-
sion to land a spacecraft on 
an asteroid, then move the 
asteroid into the earth’s 
rotation. The idea is that, 
once the hunk of space 
rock is closer to home, as-
tronauts could visit it, take 

NYU Poly’s space alums pay visit to their alma mater

MOON WALK: Paolo Nespoli, who graduated from Poly in 1989, 
once spent fi ve-and-half months on the International Space Sta-
tion. Photo by Jason Speakman

Astronauts land Downtown
samples, and run experi-
ments. A kid in the audi-
ence asked the astronauts 
what the most fun thing 
they did in space was. Ne-
spoli explained that just 
being there is a blast.

“They don’t usually 
send you to space to have 
fun,” he said. “But you can 
really do some crazy stuff 
you can’t do here on earth. 

You’re Superman or some-
thing.”

The talk came just days 
after this reporter suited up 
for his own space mission 
at the Navy Yard. There he 
crashed and burned on a 
spaceship fl ight simulator 
at  Final Frontier Designs, 
a spacesuit manufacturer 
trying to break into the pri-
vate-star-ship industry .

according to reports. He 
rode the A, L, and 1 trains, 
as well as an Uber taxi that 
day, reports say. His fi an-
cee is quarantined at their 
apartment, but shows no 
symptoms, and two of Spen-
cer’s friends have also been 
home-quarantined, per re-
ports. Still, offi cials insist 
there is no cause for wide-
spread alarm.

Hochberg thinks media 
coverage of the outbreak 
has people more worried 

than they need to be.
“It’s understandable to 

be frightened about this 
based upon what you read,” 
he said. “You’d think that 
tomorrow you’re going to 
wake up and it’ll be the 
‘Walking Dead’ or some-
thing. And that’s not real-
ity.”

The city’s health de-
partment pored over The 
Gutter and gave it the all-
clear early on the after-
noon of Oct. 24, but the al-
ley’s management opted to 
wait for a second scrub-
down before reopening on 
the 25th.

EBOLA
Continued from page 3
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Dumbo is getting flashy — 
and it is not due to another 
luxury condo or gourmet 
grocery store.

The first New York Fes-
tival of Light will switch 
on under and around the 
Manhattan Bridge on Nov. 
6 for three nights of light-
centric outdoor artwork. 
One of the organizers said 
the waterfront neighbor-
hood is the perfect place 
to launch a local version 
of the long-running inter-
national festival.

“Dumbo is the nest of 
innovation,” said Liam 
O’Braion, who is orga-
nizing the festival with 
help from his friend Ira 
Levy and the Dumbo Im-
provement District. “Not 
just for lighting, but for 
technology, art, and de-
sign.”

The original Festival 
of Light is a massive four-
day affair held in Lyon, 
France that draws hun-
dreds of thousands of vis-
itors each year. It started 
in 1999, but has roots in 
a regional tradition that 
involves lighting candles 
in honor of the Virgin 
Mary, which goes back the 
1850s. 

O’Braion has been to 
that show, and has spent 
the last five years travel-
ing to different light festi-
vals around the globe, de-
veloping bright ideas for a 
Kings County take on the 
concept. But ultimately, 
the creativity of the par-
ticipating artists are what 
will make the incandes-
cent exhibition unique, he 
said.

“We want to open up 
people’s imagination to 

thinking about light in a 
different way,” O’Braion 
said.

The show will feature 15 
artists working mostly in 
teams to create illuminat-
ing work that uses light in 
some way. A centerpiece 
of the outdoor festival will 
be the archway under the 
Manhattan Bridge, which 

will host a complex series 
of video projections on the 
outside and a laser show 
and a sculptural installa-
tion on the inside.

The video projections 

will be beamed from six 
high-powered projectors 
located in the windows 
of John Ensor Parker’s 
studio in a nearby build-
ing. Parker is helping to 

produce the Festival of 
Light piece using seven 
different works designed 
especially for the bridge 
by different artists. He 
said projectors offer a 

rare way to use the iconic 
piece of architecture as a 
canvas.

“I’ve always looked 
at it,” said Parker, who 
started working in the 
neighborhood in 1996. 
“But the Department of 
Transportation is not go-
ing to let you hang any-
thing from the bridge or 
paint on it.”

Many of the artists in 
the festival do not work 
with light exclusively. 
Prospect Lefferts Gar-
dens artist Scott Tucker 
is showing a set of sculp-
tures under the bridge 
that animate characters 
from a graphic novel he 
is working on. The pieces, 
called “Moto Valkyries” 
after woman warriors 
from the Norse culture, 
are made from recy-
cled materials including 
wood, aluminum, and 
cast stone. They incorpo-
rate motors and lights to 
bring them to life, the art-
ist said.

Tucker said the festival 
will highlight the versa-
tility of light as an artistic 
medium.

“How many different 
types of work can be made 
with paint? It’s the same 
with light,” Tucker said. 
“It’s all about how you’re 
able to capture and ma-
nipulate it into something 
that represents your vi-
sion.”

New York Festival of 
Light (Beneath the Man-
hattan Bridge archway 
off Anchorage Place be-
tween Pearl and Plymouth 
streets in Dumbo, www.ny-
fol.org). Nov. 6 from 7 pm–
11 pm. Nov. 7–8 from 5 pm–
11 pm. Free.

This month, neighborhood to dazzle with the fi rst New York Festival of Light
Dumbo’s dark arts

EVERYTHING IS ILLUMINAT-
ED: (Above) The New York Fes-
tival of Light in Dumbo on Nov. 
6 and 7 will include large-scale 
projections, lighted sculptures, 
and other illuminating works 
of art, similar to these ones 
at a previous New York event. 
(Right) Lyon, France, is home to 
the original light festival. 
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way and Bushwick Avenue 
and yelled anti-gay slurs, ac-
cording to police. The three 
gay men walked in the op-
posite direction, but the sus-
pects followed and contin-
ued the barrage of insults, 
cops said. That is when the 
20-year-old shooter pulled 
out a gun and let off six 
shots, hitting the 22-year-
old victim once in the back-
side, Thompson said.

The defendant faces as 
many as 33 years in prison if 
convicted on the attempted-
murder charge, eight more 
than he would have without 
the hate-crime enhancement. 
The latest accusation comes 
stacked atop more than a 
dozen other charges. The 
other suspects are accused of 
menacing as a hate crime.  

The transgender woman 
 beaten by a group of goons 
on Bushwick Avenue near 
Halsey Street on Oct. 12  is 
still in critical condition and 
the perpetrators remain on 
the loose, Thompson said.

And just this past week-
end, a brute prefaced an at-
tack on three gay women at 

a Bedford-Stuyvesant bar 
with a homophobic slur, 
the lawman said.

The latest hate-crime 
indictment is the fi rst since 
Thompson  created a divi-
sion of the District Attor-
ney’s Offi ce specifi cally for 
bringing such prosecutions  
in September, he said.

“The indictment refl ects 
our determination to pro-
tect all the people of Brook-
lyn,” said Thompson. “We 
will not tolerate bigotry.”

Thompson added that 
bias offenses have ticked 
up in the borough during 
the past four years.

“Brooklyn is chang-
ing, we all know that, but 
one thing that should not 
change is fundamental de-
cency,” said Thompson.

A gay rights advocate 
applauded the vocal pro-
tolerance stance.

“LGBT people want little 
more than to live our lives in 
peace, to walk down streets 
and feel safe,” said Mattthew 
McMorrow, a spokesman for 
Empire State Pride Agenda. 
“How is it possible that so 
many young adults can see 
a gay man or a trans woman 
and not recognize our hu-
manity?”

no detail — I’ve asked for 
months to see the deploy-
ment. Well, $127,000 for 
two miles — I can’t fathom 
what they would need, and 

they won’t disclose it.”
Pacifi c Sports has held 

events in Brooklyn be-
fore, but they didn’t re-
quire closing roads, he 
said.

Caress said he chose 
the People’s Playground 
because he wanted to 

support Coney Island’s 
revitalization, and the 
race would have brought 
money to the neighbor-
hood, Caress said.

“We’d have had easily 
between 1,500 to 2,000 peo-
ple including spectators, 
and it was the last day 
at Luna Park so we were 
marketing it as that, too. 
‘Come to the race and then 
go eat at Nathan’s or ride 
some rides.’ ”

Caress said Pacifi c 
Sports will refund all or 
a portion of registration 
fees, something the com-
pany is still working out. 
But he estimates the Cali-
fornia company has lost 
$100,000 by cancelling the 
race.

Another race promoter 
said the NYPD’s steep 
price tag and lack of trans-
parency are par for the 
course.

“What do you think, 
you’re going to get a 
small police bill?” said 
John Korff, who founded 
the NYC Triathlon. “Yes 
you get a bill. Yes you get 
it late in the game. No 
you don’t really have any 
recourse.”

But just because it is a 

common practice doesn’t 
make it a good way to do 
business, he said.

“The small entrepre-
neur can’t exist in an en-
vironment like this be-
cause of the uncertainty 
of city fees,” said Korff, 
who sold the NYC Tri-
athlon in 2013 because he 
didn’t want to be in the 
position Caress is in now. 
“I got concerned, and I 
thought if the Police De-
partment can charge me, 
how do I know I won’t sud-
denly get a bill from the 
Sanitation Department 
or the DOT?”

Caress said he’s not 
likely to try another tri-
athlon in the city.

“I love New York, it’s 
a fantastic city, and I 
have the utmost respect 
for the police, but it’s got 
to be a partnership,” he 
said. 

“If they’re not going to 
be honest with us, then I 
don’t see why I would 
want to come back, and I 
can’t imagine why some-
body else would.”

The mayor’s offi ce and 
the Police Department 
did not return requests 
for comment.

PEDAL YOUR WARES ELSEWHERE: The organizer of the can-
celed Brooklyn Triathlon said police details for New York City are 
signifi cantly more expensive than for cities like Dallas and Los 
Angeles (pictured). Pacifi c Sports

TRIATHLON
Continued from page 1

HATE CRIME
Continued from page 1

Enrico Ascher, MD

Natalie Marks, MDAnil Hingorani, MD

Advanced Aortic Aneurysm Center
of the Vascular Institute of New York

Established in 1992

 Extraordinary techniques by internationally 
recognized vascular specialists...

Drs. Enrico Ascher, Anil Hingorani and Natalie Marks have introduced 
for the very fi rst time in New York City a minimally invasive tecnnique to repair 

an abdominal aortic aneurysm via a tiny puncture in each groin under local anesthesia. 
Patients may be discharged home the very same day and have supper with the family!

Aortic aneurysms are more common than you think!
They are known to be “silent killers”.

If you are 60 years of age or older you may benefi t 
from a visit to a board certifi ed vascular specialist.

www.VascularNYC.com
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began seeing delays on the 
Ridge’s only train.

The seemingly unwar-
ranted delays are more in-
furiating during off-hours, 
one straphanger said.

“After rush hour, its 
bad,” said Michael Hig-
gins. “You wait 10, 15 min-
utes for a train, and then 
once you’re on, they tell 
you there’s train traffi c 
ahead. The line should be 
clear all the way to Down-
town Brooklyn.”

Riders say such delays 
and long waits on the plat-
form are more common 
now than when the trun-
cated R line ran as a Bay 
Ridge local.

Another complaint is 
that R trains now have 
more of the grimy older-
model cars than they did 
before the tunnels re-
opened, when straphang-
ers enjoyed riding some of 
the system’s newest train 
cars

The dingy, 1970s-era 
cars aren’t just a throw-
back, they’re a morale is-
sue, said one elected offi -
cial.

“From a psychologi-
cal point of view, it’s just a 
downer,” said Councilman 
Vincent Gentile (D–Bay 
Ridge). “You work all day 
and this old train is taking 
you home.”

The announcement and 
climate-control systems on 
the old trains are in bad 
shape, making a rough ride 
even more stressful, Gen-
tile said.

The erratic service also 
affects lines adjacent to the 
R, Camporeale said aboard 
a Ridge-bound train on 
Oct. 24.

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
said it is looking into the 
erratic R-train service now 
that the full line is func-
tioning again.

“We have ... been en-
gaged in a system-wide 
look at running times, but 
held off on the R until the 
Montague Tube was re-

opened to begin to collect 
that data,” said Authority 
spokesman Kevin Ortiz. 
“That process is ongoing.”

But the transit agency 
has a communication 
problem that runs deeper 
than late trains, accord-
ing to another Bay Ridge 
politician’s office.

“In our view, the MTA 
failed to communicate ef-
fectively with the commu-
nity on tunnel repairs, the 
challenges it faced in terms 
of scheduling once service 
was resumed, as well as 
changes supposedly made 
by the agency over the 
last week to resolve the is-
sue,” said Paul Marrone, a 
spokesman for Assembly-
woman Nicole Malliotakis 
(R–Bay Ridge).

Not all Ridgites were 
quick to slam the neigh-
borhood train, but boost-
ers are few and far be-
tween.

“I got no problems with 
the R,” said Judy Natt, the 
lone R train defender out of 
about a dozen folks this re-
porter spoke with.

R TRAIN
Continued from page 1

“The program has been 
outstanding,” said David 
Velez, who lives in Ger-
ritsen Beach. “With the 
Bloomberg administration, 
the program was horrible 
— Bloomberg didn’t care.”

By October, almost 400 
Brooklyn homeowners 
have received reimburse-
ments totaling nearly $6 
million for work already 
done, and Build It Back 
contractors have started 
work on nearly 200 Brook-
lyn homes, with 36 projects 
already complete, accord-
ing to city data.  

Mayor DeBlasio re-
cently vowed that by the 
end of 2014, there would be 
1,000 construction starts 
and 1,500 reimbursement 
checks received citywide.  

But a local elected offi -
cial whose district suffered 
severely from Sandy, said 
the rebuilding process still 
has plenty of room for im-
provement. 

“We must continue to 
fi nd ways to build capac-
ity to speed up the process 
on behalf of the thousands 
still in need of help,” said 
Councilman Mark Trey-
ger (D–Coney Island), who 

heads the Coun-
cil committee 
that oversees 
Build It Back. “I 
am pleased that 
issues residents 
have raised dur-
ing our hear-
ings are being 
addressed, and I 
ask the Mayor’s 
Offi ce to main-
tain the sense of 
urgency felt by 
those still wait-
ing to return 
home or receive 
a reimburse-
ment check two 
years later.” 

And Velez said that re-
building his home — and 
his life — isn’t suddenly 
simple just because the re-
covery program is working 
better under the new ad-
ministration. The need for 
individual homeowners to 
work with multiple govern-
ment agencies is still add-
ing unnecessary delays to 
the demolition because the 
departments refuse to co-
ordinate their programs, 
he said.

“That is the biggest hold 
up of this thing,” he said. 
“All these department com-
missioners need to push 
their egos aside and work 
together with Build It Back. 

It’s all about bureaucracy.”
Velez also said his fam-

ily — who is currently stay-
ing with relatives — is not 
being reimbursed for the 
extensive renovations they 
added to their home after 
Sandy, before they knew 
they’d have to rebuild. It is 
an issue he said he couldn’t 
negotiate with the Depart-
ment of Housing Preser-
vation and Development, 
which he said only covers 
the basic cost of a home, 
even though the depart-
ment acknowledged his 
special circumstances. 

“When it comes to HPD 
and the contractors, there’s 
no negotiation,” he said. 

DEMOLITION TIME: David and Kim Velez’s 
home in Gerritsen Beach will be demolished 
next week, and then rebuilt — more than two 
years after Hurricane Sandy. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

BUILDING
Continued from page 1

Best Certificate Yields
Looking for Best Depositors

Your Savings Federally Insured to $250,000**

13 Month CD

1.20%* APY

For a Limited Time Only

15 Month CD

1.50%* APY

For a Limited Time Only

1750 86th Street · Brooklyn, NY  11214 · 718-680-2121
1609 Avenue Z · Brooklyn, NY  11235 · 718-934-6809

www.brfcu.org
*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice.  For CDs, the rate in effect when you make your 
deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early withdrawal which may reduce earnings.  Minimum open-
ing balance to earn APYs shown above is $20,000.  For deposits $500 to $19,999 the APY is 0.25% lower than above.  
**250,000 insurance on IRA accounts.  All other accounts insured to $250,000.  Brooklyn Consumer Federation is a 
sponsor of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union.  Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 

= Color Match Paint =
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.
SATURDAY, 9 A.M.–3 P.M.

OPEN 
6 DAYS
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JOIN AT WWW.RETROFITNESS.NET/GOBROOKLYN FOR SPECIAL GIFT • Promo Code: FALL 14

HURRY! OFFER EXPIRES 11/30/14

OFFER EXPIRES 11/30/14


