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BY VANESSA OGLE
Put this car thief in the dog-
house!

A cold-hearted crook 
stole a Mill Basin woman’s 
car on Nov. 7 while her pre-
cious puppy was curled up 
inside. 

Eleni Pappas was pay-
ing for her gas inside a sta-

tion at Avenue U and Mill 
Avenue  at 10 pm when she 
saw a thief speed away 
with her 2010 Audi A4 — 
and her 11-month-old chi-
huahua Leo. 

Pappas said the crook 
can keep the car, but she 
wants her baby back — no 
matter how long it takes. 

“I don’t care if it’s going 
to take months for me to get 
him back — if he is okay, 
that is all that really mat-
ters,” said Papas, who lives 
in Mill Basin. “I don’t care 
about the car. After all this, 
I’d rather not even see the 
car again.” 

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Gus Vlahavas, the longtime 
owner of beloved Prospect Heights 
diner Tom’s Restaurant, died of a 
respiratory illness on Nov. 5, his 
nephew said. He was 76.

Vlahavas ran 
Tom’s for decades 
and remained 
a fi xture there 
during the past 

fi ve years, af-
ter handing the 

reigns to his nephew 
Jim Kokotas.

Vlahavas grew up in the cor-
ner restaurant that his father — 
Tom — opened on Washington 
Avenue at Sterling Place in 1936, 
and became a regular presence 
there as an adult starting around 
age 25, Kokotas said. 

A neighborhood stalwart 
through thick and thin, Vlaha-
vas, whose family is white, had 
the enduring loyalty of customers 
and area residents, Kokotas said. 
That became clear during the 
riot that followed Martin Luther 
King, Jr.’s 1968 assassination, 
when black locals linked arms in 
front of the eatery, protecting it 
from looters and vandals target-
ing white-owned businesses.

BY VANESSA OGLE
The plans for the redevelop-
ment of Trump Village Shop-
ping Center are fi nally be-
coming clearer, but residents 
still don’t like the picture.

A source close to the 
developer said plans for 
the site — which have still 
not yet been fi led with the 
city — envision a new, “up-

scale” shopping center on 
the ground fl oor of the pro-
posed 40-story residential 
tower, and residents are 
worried the change will 
strip the strip mall of es-
tablishments they rely on, 
such doctors’ offi ces and 
pharmacies.  

 The source said plans 

Continued on page 8
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Be a pie expert 
on Thanksgiving

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Time to get baking, Brooklyn.

Thanksgiving is just around 
the corner, which means you 
can’t throw a turkey leg in the 
borough without hitting an op-
portunity to stuff your pie-hole 
— with pie! And according to the 
organizer of one such event, the 
tasty pastries are easier to make 
than people think.

“Pie is one of the things that 
blows people away when they re-
alize how simple it is,” said Lili 
Dagan, education manager at 
Brooklyn Kitchen, a Williams-
burg cooking store that is host-
ing a pie-making class on Nov. 
18. “Basically all you need is your 
fi lling and water, fl our, and but-
ter.”

The class will empower at-
tendees to make their holiday 
pies from scratch this year, 
offering step-by-step instruc-
tion from the crust to the fill-
ing, and the tools to blow their 
grandma’s family recipe out of 

Continued on page 10
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DOGGONE DARLING: Leo 
went missing on Nov. 7 when 
he was in a vehicle that was 
stolen.

EASY BAKE: Historic gastronomist Sarah Lohman has her eye on the pie. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Trump going ‘upscale’ Dog jacked in Mill Basin

Beloved 
diner owner 
passes away UPPER CRUST
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Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 

= Color Match Paint =
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.
SATURDAY, 9 A.M.–3 P.M.

OPEN 
6 DAYS

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Real estate broker, Heights 
Cafe owner, and lifelong 
Brooklyn booster Glenn 
Markman died of stomach 
cancer on Nov. 4.

A Bensonhurst native, 
Markman also owned Del-
larocco’s Pizza in Brooklyn 
Heights with his brother, 
father, and a family friend. 
Markman’s ahead-of-the-
curve vision for real estate 
deals helped transform 
Kings County into a hub of 
economic activity. He spent 
decades working to bring 
big-time corporate opera-
tions to the borough, Maker-
Bot and the Nets’ company 
offi ce and practice facility 
among them. Markman was 
a broker for the last 12 years 
at Cushman and Wakefi eld. 
An executive there said the 
man always had home on 
his mind.

“He lived, breathed, and 
promoted all things Brook-
lyn,” said Bruce Mosler, a 
chairman at the fi rm. “Ev-
erything he thought about 
and cared about outside of 
his family had to do with 
the borough of Brooklyn.”

Markman spent nearly 
half of his life helping busi-
nesses fi nd digs on this side 
of the East River, especially 
Downtown, envisioning the 
area as a potential center for 
the tech sector back when 
most realtors still thought 
of it as a receptacle for back-
offi ce operations, according 
to the head of a Downtown 
business group.

“He was one of the fi rst 
people to articulate Down-
town Brooklyn as a hub for 
the technology economy,” 
said Tucker Reed, president 
of the Downtown Brooklyn 
Partnership. “He was vi-

sionary in that respect.”
Real estate mogul Bruce 

Ratner, who oversaw the 
building of MetroTech Cen-
ter, the Barclays Center, and 
Atlantic Terminal mall, re-
membered Markman as an 
early ally.

“We were drawn together 
in the late 1980s by a shared 
vision of Brooklyn as a cen-
ter of vitality, energy, and 
immense economic and cul-
tural possibility,” Ratner 
said in a statement. “Most 
people had written the bor-
ough off, but Glenn, who 
was born and raised on its 
streets, was that rare and 
passionate believer who felt 
drawn to act.”

In recent years Mark-
man clinched deals for 
 MakerBot ’s production fa-
cility and the  Nets practice 
compound , both in Sunset 

Park’s Industry City. The 
complex was also the home 
of Markman’s latest en-
deavor, BKLYN1834, which 
seeks to foster creativity 
by providing a platform 
for artists, musicians, and 
small-scale manufacturers 
to connect and share their 
work.

Judy Stanton, executive 
director of the Brooklyn 
Heights Association, said 
Markman had a big im-
pact on Montague Street, 
but stressed that his in-
fl uence extended more 
broadly through projects 
like BKLYN1834.

“He was an important 
member of the Downtown 
business community,” 
Stanton said. “But his reach 
went much further. He was 
forward-thinking and re-
ally had some innovative 
ideas.”

Mosler pointed out that 
Markman worked outside 
of his home borough, in-
cluding inking a deal to get 
a National Basketball As-
sociation retail store on the 
distant island of Manhat-
tan. But, he said, Brooklyn 
was always foremost in his 
thoughts.

“His love and passion, 
and fi rst inkling were al-
ways about Brooklyn,” Mos-
ler said.

Markman is survived by 
his wife Jan Testori-Mark-
man, their son Clio, and 
daughter Edie Ray.

His family has estab-
lished the Glenn Mark-
man Memorial Fund in his 
memory. Contributions can 
be made to: The New York 
Community Trust — Glenn 
Markman Memorial Fund, 
909 Third Ave., 22nd Fl., 
New York, NY, 10022.

Remembering the realtor who loved Brooklyn

NOT FORGOTTEN: Glenn Mark-
man made his mark on the 
borough with restaurants in 
Brooklyn Heights and a long 
line of big-ticket real estate 
deals to his credit. 
 Cushman and Wakefi eld

Mover, shaker, 
and deal-maker

GRAND OPENING 

OPENING BY NOVEMBER 25TH
wSPACES ARE AVAILABLE 

TO SERIOUS VENDORS ONLY!
wEXCELLENT PRICES!

wUNIQUE ITEMS FOR SALE EVERYDAY!
wONLY MARKETPLACE IN BROOKLYN!

VENDORS WANTED!!

SHEEPSHEAD BAY 
MARKET PLACE

2950 AVE X (Near Dunkin Donuts)

2950E imagination Technology
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BY VANESSA OGLE
Locals rejoiced when a tiny 
kitten was rescued from un-
derneath the hood of a sports 
utility vehicle in Sheepshead 
Bay on Nov. 9. 

The kitten — black with 
white paws and green eyes — 
was trapped in the engine com-
partment of a Honda sports 
utility vehicle for more than 
two hours on E. 17th Street 
near Avenue Z. The tiny kitty 
was fi nally freed by a police of-
fi cer at 9:45 pm — but only af-
ter an extremely emotional or-
deal, said one local who tried 
coaxing the tiny cat to safety 
after she heard its yelps. 

“I’m hearing a kitten — I 
knew it was a kitten because 
I have three cats — crying 
in distress,” said Veronica 
Grimm. “I could see the little 
feet and the tail. I said, ‘Oh my 
god, it is so little.’ ”

Grimm said she tried free-
ing the cat from the car for 
two hours. She bought a fl ash-
light and canned food to coax 
the kitten out of the vehicle — 
but she said the anxious ani-
mal wouldn’t let her get close 
enough to grab it. 

She said she left to grab a 
bite to eat and when she came 
back to check on the kitten, 
Emergency Service Unit Offi -
cer Matthew Brander had res-
cued the cat — which she said 
turned out to be a ferocious fe-
line. 

“I see a cop on his hands 
and knees,” she said. “The cop 
said it cut him through his 
gloves.”

Grimm said even though 
the kitten was more rambunc-
tious than she imagined, see-
ing the tiny terror rescued 
was a purrfect way to end her 
night. 

“It was so wild — it was so 
cute,” she said. “They got it 
and I was so glad.”

BY VANESSA OGLE
Forgetfulness is clearly a 
major side effect of mari-
juana.

Somebody left a 
box filled with a mas-
sive amount of canna-

bis outside a discount 
store in Flatlands on 
Nov. 7. 

Police discovered 37 
pounds of marijuana 
packed tightly inside the 
box, which was found on 

Ralph Avenue between 
Flatlands Avenue and 
Avenue J. 

There have been no 
arrests and police say 
the investigation is on-
going.  

BY VANESSA OGLE
Police found the body of 
a 58-year-old man fl oat-
ing in a Canarsie creek 
on Nov. 10.

Cops recovered the 
man’s body in the Fresh 
Creek near the Belt 

Parkway at 8:35 am, and 
emergency medical ser-
vices arrived soon there-
after to pronounce him 
dead 

It was not yet clear 
how the man died or 
how long he had been in 

the water, but a police 
spokeswoman said the 
body was fully clothed 
and “badly decom-
posed.” 

The man had not 
been identifi ed by press 
time. 

BY VANESSA OGLE
Police arrested an off-duty 
NYPD sergeant for drunk 
driving on Nov. 7 in Marine 
Park. 

Michael White was ar-
rested on Flatlands Ave-
nue at Hendrickson Street 
for allegedly driving while 
intoxicated and with im-

paired ability, refusing to 
take a breath test, and fail-
ing to obey a traffic device. 

He was also charged with a 
traffi c device violation. 

THAT’S NOT OREGANO: Police found this giant block of marijuana abandoned outside a 
discount store in Flatlands on Nov. 7.  NYPD

TIGER IN YOUR TANK: (Above) Police rescued a tiny black and 
white kitten from under the hood of a sports utility vehicle in 
Sheepshead Bay on Nov. 9. The pint-sized pet was trapped in the 
engine compartment of the Honda sports utility vehicle parked on 
E. 17th Street and Avenue Z at 9:45 pm. (Below) Emergency Service 
Unit Offi cer Matthew Brander rescued the kitten, who locals said 
was yelping for help. Photos by Steve Solomonson

Kitten rescued 
from car engine

Cops fi nd 37 pounds 
of weed left on street

BY VANESSA OGLE
Police arrested the teen-
ager that shot a mother 
who was picking her up 
child from a Brighton 
Beach school on Nov. 5. 

Police say a stray 
bullet from 19-year-
old Christian Hylton’s 

gun hit the 39-year-old 
mother in her arm while 
she was picking up her 
child from PS 253 at 2:24 
pm on Ocean View Av-
enue between Brigh-
ton Sixth and Seventh 
streets. She was taken 
to Lutheran Hospital in 

stable condition. 
Hylton is being 

charged with assault in 
the fi rst and second de-
gree and criminal pos-
session of a weapon. His 
attorney could not be 
reached for comment by 
press time.

Anyone with information regarding these incidents is asked to call 
Crime Stoppers at (800) 577–8477. The public can also submit tips by log-
ging onto the Crime Stoppers website at  www.nypdcrimestoppers.com  or 
by texting tips to 274637 (CRIMES) then entering TIP577.

Police: You can help

Body found in Canarsie

Mom shot while picking up child

Off-duty cop busted for drunk driving
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BY MAX JAEGER
The city may be about to 
cede control of the Coney Is-
land Boardwalk to a private 
group.

The parks department, 
which controls the neighbor-
hood’s iconic Riegelmann 
Boardwalk, is drawing 
up plans that would let an 
outside group take over all 
event permitting — and 
possibly more — for the 
91-year-old public space, ac-
cording to sources. 

The news has outraged 
locals and park advocates, 
who say the plan is a recipe 
for pushing the people out 
of the People’s Playground.

“This is not just a park 
some place. This is the 
iconic Coney Island Board-
walk, and I don’t think that 
a private entity should be 
in control of what happens 
there,” said local activist 
Ida Sanoff. “All over the 
city we have ‘friends of this 
park,’ ‘friends of that park,’ 

and while they’re involved, 
they’re not put in charge of 
who can and cannot use an 
area. Isn’t this the job of the 
parks department? Why do 
we need a private entity do-
ing that?”

A parks department 
spokeswoman confi rmed 
the city is creating a call for 
bids that would affect the 

Boardwalk, but was short 
on details.

“We’re considering a lot 
of different elements,” said 
spokeswoman Mae Fergu-
son, adding the parks de-
partment has not set a date 
to issue the request.

But critics say privatiz-
ing the permitting process 
could make the People’s 

Playground too exclusive.
“If [outside groups] take 

over, this is looking to me 
like ‘bring in the white 
rich,’ ” said Brighton Beach 
resident Veronica Grimm, 
who has been dancing on 
the Boardwalk with various 
groups for almost a decade, 
which requires a permit.

Locals suspect the city’s 
request for proposals will 
be a sweetheart deal for the 
Alliance for Coney Island, 
a business membership or-
ganization.

“These RFPs are usually 
a self-fulfi lling prophecy,” 
Sanoff said. “Anybody can 
answer one, but my experi-
ence is that, before the RFP, 
the city knows who they’re 
going to award them to.”

One Alliance member 
said the group is in talks 
with the city.

“The Alliance for Coney 
Island has been in negotia-
tions with the parks depart-
ment,” said Dick Zigun, 

Coney Island’s unoffi cial 
mayor and the director of 
the arts organization Coney 
Island USA.

Zigun’s Mermaid Day 
Parade is by far the Board-
walk’s biggest event, but 
he said Coney Island USA 
won’t enter a bid and will in-
stead support the Alliance’s 
application.

The Alliance did not 
confirm that it was talk-
ing with the city, but its 
director said the group’s 
primary goal is making 
Coney Island fun for ev-
eryone.

“We are fi rst and fore-
most dedicated to helping 
Coney Island, whether it’s 
with supplementary sani-
tation or public Boardwalk 
programming like the Free 
Friday Night Fireworks,” 
said Alliance executive di-
rector Johanna Zaki. “The 
Alliance for Coney Island 
looks forward to continu-
ing our work in partnership 

with the NYC Department 
of Parks and Recreation 
across multiple initiatives 
for the lasting growth and 
benefi t of the area.”

The city ceding permit-
ting rights alone to an out-
side group would be prece-
dent-setting. 

Three parks citywide 
are operated and main-
tained by outside groups — 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, Bry-
ant Park, and Hudson River 
Park, where the controlling 
organizations are respon-
sible for operation, mainte-
nance, and permitting. But 
there are currently no city-
run parks where a private 
group issues permits.

The Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Corporation controls 
Brooklyn Bridge Park. 
Former Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and former Gov. 
George Pataki formed the 
Corporation in 2002. It is 
also responsible for imple-

Parks Department seeking vendor to manage Coney Boardwalk events

PUTTING HER FOOT DOWN: Brighton Beach dancer Veronica 
Grimm is worried that outside groups could jack up the cost of ob-
taining an events permit on Coney Island’s Boardwalk and alienate 
poorer locals. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Private People’s Playground permits?

Continued on page 8
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World Class Orthopaedic Care at our State-of-the-Art Facility: 
761 Merrick Avenue   Westbury   516.357.8777

Manhattan | Brooklyn | Queens | Nassau | Suffolk

Learn more and schedule an appointment online nyspine.com
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
The lights went out early in Dumbo.

Organizers ended the  New York 
Festival of Light  ahead of sched-
ule on Nov. 8 as crowds choked the 
Manhattan Bridge archway where 
nearly all of the show’s art was con-
centrated. The crowds on the last 
two nights of the three-night exhibi-
tion far exceeded organizers’ expec-
tations, a rep for the festival said.

“In our wildest imagination we 
had no idea it would pull in so many 
people,” spokeswoman Linda Miller 
said. “It was our decision to close 
down. Something had to be done be-

fore someone got hurt.”
Would-be light-gazers slammed 

event management online, saying 
poor planning forced the crowd into 
an obviously ill-suited bottleneck 
— the archway, where most sculp-
tures and projections were located 
— and that staffers gave confusing 
directions. Several social media us-
ers also noted that police closed the 
York Street F station to quell the 
crowding. The result, many agreed, 
was a total debacle.

“No organization, no direction, 
chaos of people trying to fi gure out 
where to go,” Christina Kirsch wrote 

on Facebook. “So let down when it 
was closed just when we fi nally fi g-
ured out where we were.”

A police spokesman said the York 
station, which only has one two-way 
platform, fi lled to capacity and offi -
cers implemented “crowd control mea-
sures.” He declined to elaborate, but 
denied that they closed the station. He 
did confi rm that there were a ton of 
people packed into the area, and said 
that the premature end of the event 
made matters temporarily worse.

“When the organizers shut the 
event down everyone fl ooded into 
York Street,” he said. “There was 

Festival of Light turned off due to large crowd

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Things are coming up daf-
fodils in Cadman Plaza 
next year.

The Cadman Plaza Park 
Conservancy planted 1,650 
daffodil bulbs in the strip 
of green space that extends 
from Tillary Street to Pros-
pect Street on Saturday. 
Green-thumbed volunteers 
showed up from around the 
borough to help, shoulder-
to-shoulder with neighbor-
hood residents, one park 
steward said.

“It was really nice 
to see a bunch of people 
who didn’t know each 
other before, working 
together,” said Toba Po-
tosky, president of the 
conservancy.

This was Cadman Pla-
za’s second year participat-
ing in the Daffodil Project, 
part of a citywide program 
started by New Yorkers for 
Parks after the Sept. 11 at-
tacks to remember those 
killed. This year, about 75 
volunteers lent a hand, with 
some help from equipment 

provided by the Partner-
ship for Parks. 

One of the younger dig-
gers was Alice Poliner, a 
Brooklyn Heights 3-year-old. 
Her mother Megan said the 
experience will help teach 
Alice about giving back to 
the places they enjoy.

“We see the parks as our 
extended living room,” the 
elder Poliner said. “And we 
wanted to show Alice that we 
have to take care of them.”

Daffodils come back 

LENDING A HAND: Toba Potosky, 
president of the Cadman Plaza 
Park Conservancy, gets his hands 
dirty with volunteers. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

DIGGING IN: Three-year-old Alice Poliner wields a shovel like a pro 
while planting daffodil bulbs in Cadman Plaza Park on Nov. 8. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

LASER NIGHTS: The projections and sculptures that comprised the New York Festival of Lights were mostly confi ned to the Manhat-
tan Bridge archway. Creative Commons / Adnan Islam

Do-gooders bury 
bulbs Downtown

KILL THE LIGHTS! Continued on page 10
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BY MAX JAEGER
A long-delayed waterfront 
green space is fi nally open 
in Sunset Park.

Bush Terminal Park — 
built atop a formerly toxic 
brownfi eld — opened its 
gates on Nov. 5 after more 
than 20 years of planning, 
environmental remedia-
tion, and construction. 

The park has been a 
glimmer in the eyes of Sun-
set Park residents since 
the late 1990s, and locals 
couldn’t wait for the parks 
department’s offi cial open-
ing ceremony on Nov. 12 to 
hail the new green space 
— they staged their own 
ribbon cutting on Nov. 6. 
Longtime neighbors said 
the opening was cathartic.

“I live in the Bay Ridge 
Towers, and I could see 
the tops of the trees in the 
park, but not being able 
to reach the waterfront 
was kind of frustrating,” 
said Christine Clark, who 
cut the ribbon on the new 
park as a member of the 
community group Sunset 

Park Restoration.
The 24-acre green space 

features two artifi cial-turf 
playing fi elds, a wooded 
area, a waterfront espla-
nade, two tidal ponds, and 
access to a pier.

Clark said the wooded 
area was her favorite be-
cause it takes her out of the 
city bustle.

“I was like, ‘Wow, this 
is what Brooklyn looks 
like before we built all 
over it,’ ” she said.

The road from former 
industrial site to lush park 
was a long one.

The park sits on the site 
of the former Bush Termi-
nal integrated port com-
plex, which served as a ma-
jor shipping hub until 1974. 
At that time, unauthorized 
dumping at the site contam-
inated soil and groundwa-
ter, according to informa-
tion from the Army Corps 
of Engineers. Much of the 
land went fallow and stayed 
that way for decades.

In 1997, the state funded 
a $700,000 study by the city’s 

Economic Development 
Corporation to determine 
if the land could be cleaned, 
and the study wrapped up 
in 2002. It took another two 
years the for the state De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Conservation to issue a 
remediation plan, and two 
years later in 2006, the city, 
state, and federal govern-
ments issued $36 million in 
grants to clean up and rede-
velop the site, according to 
city records. 

The cleanup itself took 
six years, and in 2012, the 
city broke ground on the 
park, according to the Eco-
nomic Development Corpo-
ration.

Now the waterfront 
green space is open and lo-
cals have their eyes set on 
the horizon.

“The Statue of Liberty 
is so close it looks like you 
could reach out and touch 
it,” Clark said.

Bush Terminal Park 
(Marginal Street between 
44th and 50th streets in Sun-
set Park). Open 8 am–4 pm.

Former brownfi eld is fi nally green space

PARK AND RIDE: The park’s entrance includes lanes for pedestrians and bicyclists. 
 Photo by Cate Dingley

PARK IS OPEN 
FOR BUSINESS
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WE OFFER 
THE FOLLOWING SERVICES:

WE ACCEPT ASSIGNMENT FROM MOST MAJOR INSURANCE COMPANIES

1800 CONEY ISLAND AVENUE, BET. N & 0

COUPON COUPON

FREE
CAR WASH

Exp. 12/15/14

Buy 3 Tires Get 1 

FREE
Exp. 12/15/14. Restrictions may apply. See store for details.

COUPON

$50 OFF
BODY WORK

See store for details. Exp. 12/15/14

COUPON

$25 OFF
$100 purchase & up
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“Gus was always proud 
to say he was from Prospect 
Heights,” Kokotas said. 
“Even when the neighbor-
hood wasn’t so great he was 
good to them and they were 
good to him.”

Vlahavas began run-
ning Tom’s in full during 
the 1980s, his nephew said, 
famously serving food to 
the people who lined up 
outside for a table. 

Kokotas took over in 
2009, but Vlahavas kept 
coming to shoot the breeze 
with regulars who have 
been eating there for de-
cades, and in some cases 
more than three quarters 
of a century.

“I have customers who 
are older than me who tell 
me they remember their par-
ents bringing them here,” 
said Kokotas. “Ninety-year-
old customers remember 
coming here when they were 
teens. It’s been great to hear 
those stories.”

News of Vlahavas’s pass-
ing prompted a wave of e-
mails, phone calls, and text 
messages, Kokotas said.

“When you work for 
something you don’t al-
ways get a pat on the back,” 
Kokotas said. “But the 
support has been tremen-
dous. The work he put into 
this neighborhood, the re-
sponse has been that pat on 
the back.”

In the wake of the death 
Kokotas stressed that all 

the familiar elements of 
the greasy spoon will re-
main intact, and said they 
might become even more 
accessible.

“We’ve always tried to 
carry on the tradition,” 
said Kokotas. “We’ve been 
talking about changes we 
can make based on lis-
tening to customers, like 
being open on Sunday or 
extending all our hours, 
but the rest of it is the 
same.”

for the new shopping cen-
ter do include at least one 
pharmacy and doctor’s of-
fi ce, along with a mix of 
retailers and restaurants. 
But one longtime local said 
that’s a far cry from the va-
riety of services he and his 
mostly elderly neighbors 
are used to at the shopping 
center, which currently in-
cludes two big-box pharma-
cies and the offi ces of eight 
medical specialists. 

“My primary care phy-
sician is there,” said Brian 
Gotlieb, who has lived in 
his Trump Village apart-
ment for nearly 30 years. 
“In the same suite, you 
have a physical therapist, 

you have a urologist, a gas-
troenterologist.”

He said every medical 
service is essential to resi-
dents — especially because 
so many of the locals living 
in nearby apartments are 
elderly with limited mobil-
ity and so can’t travel far for 
their frequent appointments. 

Gotlieb used food as an 
analogy to describe what res-
idents will lose if their medi-
cal services are reduced. 

“It is just something 
where you have a high se-
nior population and you 
want to make things more 
accessible to them rather 
than take the option away,” 
he said. “When you talk 
about groceries and super-
markets, there is a differ-
ence between a bodega … 
and going to Costco.”

The residents’ worries 
have attracted widespread 
attention. The area’s coun-
cilman, who is also alarmed 
by the plans, said he is or-
ganizing a meeting with lo-
cal elected offi cials to dis-
cuss the development. 

“I am very concerned 
about the development, and 
that is why I’m putting a 
meeting together with all 
elected offi cials,” said Coun-
cilman Chaim Deutsch (D–
Sheepshead Bay). 

But for now, residents 
still have numerous unan-
swered questions — like 
which stores from the cur-
rent complex will be re-
turning and what new ad-
ditional stores are will be 
coming — and Gotlieb said 
the residents deserve con-
crete answers. 

Continued from page 1 
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NEXT GENERATION: JIm Kokotas, whose uncle, Gus Vlahavas, re-
cently died, runs Tom’s Restaurant on Washington Avenue in Pros-
pect Heights. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

menting a housing-devel-
opment plan along the for-
mer piers that make up the 
park.

The Corporation’s re-
quirements for issuing 
special events permits are 
similar to the parks depart-
ment’s: applications take at 

least 21 days to process, re-
quire a $25 non-refundable 
fee, and are not issued on 
major holidays, according 
to information from the 
group and the city.

Community Board 13’s 
district manager said the 
request for proposals could 
come before December.

“I have been told one 
is in the works for this 
month,” said Chuck Re-

ichenthal.
Rican Vargas, who heads 

the Coney Island Dancers, 
said the late-year proposal 
is a means of sneaking the 
plan under locals’ radar.

“They’re probably 
gonna stuff it out around 
Thanksgiving when every-
one’s eating turkey,” Var-
gas said. “That way they’ll 
be pulling the wool over ev-
eryone’s eyes.”

PERMITS
Continued from page 4

Thanksgiving Day Dinner Menu 

$52* per person

Open 7 days Lunch & Dinner  Saturday & Sunday Brunch  Private Party Rooms

8201 3rd Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11209
718-833-6666 www.thepearlroom.com

Join Us for our Family Style Brunch 
on Thanksgiving Day

The Most Award Winning 
Restaurant in the Borough

*Beverages, tax & gratuity are not included

Dessert

Pumpkin Strudel

Tiramisu

Crème Brûlée 

Chocolate Truffl es

Vanilla or 
Chocolate Ice 

Cream

 Banana Strudel

Appetizers

Classic Caesar Salad

Macadamia and 
Coconut Fried Shrimp

Maryland Style Crab Cake

Crispy Vegetable Spring Rolls

Fresh Mozzarella

Butternut Squash Soup

Pomegranate Mesclun Salad

Entrees
Stuffed Pork Tenderloin

Turkey Breast and Leg

Apple Smoked Bacon Wrapped 
Chicken

Pan Seared Tilapia

Hummus Crusted Salmon

Lamb Osso-Bucco

Homemade Gnocchi Pasta

Penne alla Vodka

*Beverages, tax & gratuity are not included

Seating at 12 p.m. $25* pp

For Reservations, Please 
Call 718-833-6666 

RESERVE EARLY 
VALET PARKING 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Best Certificate Yields
Looking for Best Depositors

Your Savings Federally Insured to $250,000**

13 Month CD

1.20%* APY

For a Limited Time Only

15 Month CD

1.50%* APY

For a Limited Time Only

1750 86th Street · Brooklyn, NY  11214 · 718-680-2121
1609 Avenue Z · Brooklyn, NY  11235 · 718-934-6809

www.brfcu.org
*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice.  For CDs, the rate in effect when you make your 
deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early withdrawal which may reduce earnings.  Minimum open-
ing balance to earn APYs shown above is $20,000.  For deposits $500 to $19,999 the APY is 0.25% lower than above.  
**250,000 insurance on IRA accounts.  All other accounts insured to $250,000.  Brooklyn Consumer Federation is a 
sponsor of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union.  Credit Union membership eligibility is required.
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GREENHOUSE CAFE

Book Our Restaurant For Special Occasions and Banquet Affairs

Entertainment

Celebrate Our 35th Anniversary With Us ! 1979–2014

Christmas Eve

Thanksgivng Dinner

Choice of Appetizer

Choice of Entree

Choice of Dessert

New Years Eve New Years Day

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Bull’s-eye!

Target is planning a 
miniature store inside City 
Point, the massive mixed-
use development under 
construction on the site of 
the former Albee Square 
Mall. A Target executive 
said the move is in antici-
pation of Downtown’s res-
idential boom, with 700 
apartments planned in the 
towers above City Point 
and 10,000 in the pipeline 
Downtown.

“People are increas-
ingly moving into city 
centers and guests want 
that Target experi-
ence they love closer to 
home,” said Scott Nelson, 
a senior vice president at 
Target, in a statement.

The Walmart competi-
tor already has two Brook-
lyn locations, including 
one six blocks away at At-
lantic Terminal mall. But 

Target honchos think the 
smaller store could serve 
a different market at City 
Point, on the corner of Ful-
ton Street and DeKalb Av-
enue.

“Broadening our 
store’s portfolio to include 
smaller formats brings 
great design, value, and 

c o n v e n i e n c e 
to our guests 
in urban com-
m u n i t i e s , ” 
Nelson said.

The so-
called “Cit-
yTarget” will 
be smaller 
than the av-
erage Target 
and will offer 
an “edited” se-
lection of mer-
chandise tar-
geted towards 
Brooklynites. 
It is set to oc-
cupy an en-

tire f loor of City Point, 
joining confirmed ten-
ants Alamo Drafthouse 
Cinema and Century 21, 
along with a “ Chelsea 
Market-style ” food court. 
Paul Travis, an executive 
with Washington Square 
Partners, one of the de-
velopers behind the proj-

ect, said the tiny Tar-
get is a fine addition 
for City Point.

“CityTarget is a 
great fit for City Point 
because their mix of 
merchandise, which is 
tailored to the urban 
consumer, appeals to all 
segments of the Down-
town Brooklyn commu-
nity,” he said.

The tiny Target re-
calls the possibility of 
a  Smallmart, or Wal-
mart Express , opening 
in Brooklyn, which 
 loomed in   2011  as poli-
ticians battled the big-
box retailer with vigor 
never mustered for its 
peers. The backlash 
ultimately kept the 
extra-large Walmart 
from opening, but a 
pint-sized one could 
still set up shop with-
out special city ap-
proval.

The bull’s-eye is coming to City Point in a smaller package

ON THE DOT: Target has signed on to be the third anchor tenant in the 
massive mixed-use development City Point, which is currently rising 
on the former site of Albee Square Mall. CookFox / Neoscape

SMALL ON THE INSIDE: CityTargets are 
scaled-down versions of the big box store. 
A corporate honcho says they serve “urban 
communities.” Neoscape

Mini-Target to open Downtown
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the water, said Dagan.
Dagan was reticent to 

reveal the specifi c secrets 
that pie scholars will pick 
up at the class, but she was 
willing impart what she 
said is the key to a good pie: 
quality ingredients.

“When you’re making 
something with so few in-
gredients, you really want 
to get the best ingredients 
you can,” she said. 

For those who want the 
secret to a good pie as well 
as some great factoids to 
throw at their know-it-all 
cousin come Thanksgiv-
ing, the mad scientists be-
hind booze-fueled food 
lecture series Masters of 
Social Gastronomy may be 
just the thing. The Masters 

will hold a lecture on Nov. 
19 at Littlefi eld in Gowanus 
that will explore the ins 
and outs of apple pies, as 
well as the long history of 
America’s greatest inven-
tion, the pumpkin pie.

“Pumpkin pie is very 
American, and has deep 
roots to the country’s culi-
nary history,” said Sarah 
Lohman, a “historic gas-
tronomist” and co-founder 
of Masters of Social Gas-
tronomy.

The free talk will also 
give the historically and 
culinarily curious a chance 
to sample a pie recipe from 
pre-Revolutionary War 
days, as well as a scientifi c 
comparison of the many 
kinds of apples that can be 
used to fi ll a pie.

Lohman agreed with 
Dagan on the ease of bak-
ing a pie, but said anyone 

intimidated by the pros-
pect of making a crust 
from scratch is off the 
hook.

“When in doubt, pie crust 
from the freezer section is 
pretty good,” Lohman said. 
“You can even make a good 
pie with a bad crust. It’s all 
about the fi lling.”

Masters of Social Gas-
tronomy presents “All-
American Pies” at Lit-
tlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Third 
avenues in Gowanus, (877) 
435–9849, www.omgmsg.
com]. Nov. 19 at 8 pm. Free.

Hands-on Pie: Pumpkin 
Fillings class at the Brook-
lyn Kitchen [100 Frost St. 
between Manhattan and 
Meeker avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 389–2982, 
www.thebrooklynkitchen.
com.] Nov. 18 at 6:30 pm. 
$65.

Pappas has created a 
 Facebook page for the pur-
loined pup  in the hope of 
fi nding her canine com-
panion, but said so far she 
hasn’t gotten any leads, 
only prayers and well-
wishes.

Pappas fi rst met Leo in 
February when she saw the 

cuddly chihuahua at a pet 
shop on a Friday — and she 
couldn’t focus on anything 
else for two days. 

“I saw him and I wanted 
him so bad,” she said. “I 
kept thinking about him 
all weekend.”

By Monday, he was hers 
— her longtime boyfriend 
surprised her with the 
adorable animal.  She said 
these past few days without 
Leo have been miserable, 

especially after the police 
told her they were going to 
stop actively searching for 
the car, which she hoped 
would lead investigators to 
her furry friend.  

“I’m very frustrated,” 
said Pappas. “Every-
thing is just like a blur, 
like you don’t want to be-
lieve it.”

Leo has white and 
brown fur and green eyes, 
and weighs fi ve pounds. 

Continued from page 1 
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year after year, and Po-
tosky hopes to continue the 
annual fall plantings until 
the park is chock full of yel-
low fl owers.

“We want to make it into 
something that people look for-
ward to every year,” he said.

Clinton Hill resident 
Laura Sandall and her 
friends and family used the 

planting as an opportu-
nity to honor Sandall’s 
late sister, Emily, who 
died in a hiking accident 
in Yosemite National 
Park eight years ago. Ev-
ery year since then, the 
family has taken time 
out on Nov. 8 to do some-
thing in her memory.

“It’s a way to cele-
brate the wonderful life 
she had and the gener-
ous person that she was,” 
Sandall said.

overcrowding every-
where.”

The exhibit opened on 
Nov. 6 with moderate atten-
dance, but the head-count 
dramatically increased 
during the weekend. On 
Nov. 8, with an inkling of 
what kind of crowds were 

to come, Miller said orga-
nizers did their best to pre-
pare for another swarm, 
including staggering ad-
mission to the archway.

But the measure was 
not enough to calm the 
chaos. 

Miller said organizers 
were disappointed about 
having to close early, but 
she argued the huge num-
bers were a testament to 

the event’s appeal.
“What can I say? It was 

just too popular,” she said. 
“If we had any indica-
tion that we would be get-
ting the amounts of people 
we did, then maybe there 
would have been measures 
taken. But this was really 
a testament to how much 
people appreciate light and 
wanted to have a festival of 
lights in New York.”

LIGHTS
Continued from page 6

DAFFODILS
Continued from page 6

LIVING MEMORY: Marie Enell, 
Laura Sandall, and Aly Marczynski 
plant daffodil bulbs for Sandall’s 
late sister. Photo by Elizabeth Graham
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The #1 Kitchen and 
Value Brand in the WORLD!

AFFORDABLE GERMAN KITCHENS

Free Perspectives and On Site Measurements  Built-In Lighting 
Green Friendly  Discount for Multi Unit  Yearly Maintenance Program 7 Years Free 

In-House Installation and General Contracting

465 Van Brunt Street
ACROSS THE STREET FROM FAIRWAY; 1/4 MILE FROM IKEA


