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BY VANESSA OGLE
Construction on the Belt 
Parkway is turning Ma-
rine Park into a speedway, 
say angry residents.

The roadwork is caus-
ing cars to use nearby resi-
dential streets as an alter-
native route — and locals 
say that because Marine 
Park has virtually no visi-

ble police presence, hot-rod-
ders are speeding though 
their neighborhood. One 
resident thinks that only 
stepped-up police patrols 
will slow down dangerous 
drivers who disregard the 
posted speed limit.

“All the signs in the 
world are meaningless 
if people ignore them,” 

said Robert Lobenstein, 
who lives in Marine Park. 
“Maybe people would 
get the message — slow 
down.”

The Department of 
Transportation is repair-
ing  the lighting system on 
the Belt Parkway, which 
has been dark since Hur-

BY MAX JAEGER
Residents of Coney Island’s west 
end are under fi re in their own 
homes, and locals want the city to 
do more to protect residents from 
the stray bullets that riddle their 
neighborhood. 

A recent spate of shootings 
has left houses along Mermaid 
Avenue pocked with bullet holes, 
and locals are worried the vio-
lence could turn deadly at any 
minute. 

One resident living with her 
92-year-old mother said they 
have abandoned the fi rst fl oor of 
their home because slugs keep 
slamming through the walls and 
door.

“I don’t want to stay on the 
fi rst fl oor because this is going 
on,” said Amy Cheung, whose 
Mermaid Avenue home is rid-
dled with bullet holes after stray 
shots struck it during three sep-
arate shootings in July, October, 
and November. “I get home from 
work and go straight upstairs — 
it’s safer there.”

The latest incident was Nov. 
10, when a group of goons fi red a 
volley of at least 24 shots from at 

BY MAX JAEGER
Catharsis!

After hours of debate, 
Community Board 10 ap-
proved the plan to build an 
out-of-scale Greek cultural 
school on 92nd Street dur-
ing its general meeting on 
Nov. 17. 

The board voted to sup-
port the Greek School of 

Plato’s application for a 
variance to allow a four-
story facility between Bat-
tery and Seventh avenues, 
a block zoned for two-story 
houses. 

A representative for 
the school said the board’s 
blessing was an emotional 
moment.

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 8Continued on page 8

Judge: $ root 
of elder peril

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
The owner of a Park Slope old-
folks-home who is trying to shut-
ter the place and sell the building 
for millions was motivated purely 
by greed, not by fi nancial hard-
ship as his employee previously 
claimed, a judge ruled in a scath-
ing decision challenging a state-
approved closure plan.  

The Nov. 21 ruling by Kings 
County Supreme Court Judge 
Wayne Saitta extended a court 
order barring Prospect Park 
Residence owner Haysha Dei-
tsch from evicting the eight el-
derly patients who remain in the 
assisted-living facility. Saitta 
ripped management for letting 
the license lapse at the building 
that occupies prime real estate 
on Grand Army Plaza, saying 
that the attempted closure came 
not because of any hardship, as 
stated by its director, but simply 
to fl ip the building to a luxury 
residential developer.

“The operator seeks to volun-

Continued on page 8
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LIFE IN THE FAST LANE: 
Construction on the Belt 
Parkway is causing drivers 
to use Marine Park roads as 
a detour.

Get them to the Greek Roadwork speeds up traffi c
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The Mayor of Hamburg (who bears a striking but non-copyright-infringing resemblance to one Mayor McCheese) 
is one of the many puppet characters starring in the “City of Hamburgers.” For the story, see page 5. 
 Photo by Oliver Dalzell



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

NO
V. 

30
, 2

01
4

2

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 

= Color Match Paint =
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.
SATURDAY, 9 A.M.–3 P.M.

OPEN 
6 DAYS

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
We get results!

The vacant building in 
Brooklyn Heights owned 
by real estate mogul Jared 
Kushner that sat unlocked 
for months and that a neigh-
bor complained was an open 
invitation to ne’er-do-wells 
has been secured. Kushner 
Companies is converting 
the former Brooklyn Law 
School dorm building on 
Monroe Place between Pier-
repont and Clark streets 
into a townhouse, and Jef-
frey Smith, who lives across 
the street, said that it was 
left wide open to anyone 
who wanted in, and that 
fellow neighbors reported 
spotting trespassers on a 
weekly basis. That, he said, 
is a recipe for disaster.

“Unsecured buildings 
in this area are a classic 
prequel to you know what,” 
he said. 

Smith has lived on the 
block for 40 years, and re-

members when fi res in empty 
buildings were commonplace 
in the area, notably the suspi-
cious fi re at the Saint George 

Hotel on Henry Street in 1995 
that took more than 700 fi re-
fi ghters to control. 

A spokeswoman from 
Kushner Companies said 
the problem had been fi xed 
Monday, but by late after-
noon a front window on the 
ground fl oor remained bro-
ken without locked security 
bars and an entrance to the 
basement remain unlocked. 
The situation was not rec-
tifi ed until the following 
morning. Smith, still in 
the embattled mindset of 
decades past, predicted the 
worst before the fi nal fi x.

“Everyone points fi n-
gers at each other until the 
fl ames are coming out of 
the windows,” Smith said.

Upon hearing of the 
added security measures, 
he wondered why it took 
phoning a reporter for com-
mon sense to prevail.

“Why is it that there are 
no laws or regulations for 
this?” he said.

Our coverage secures a vacant Heights building

EMPTY NEST: This Jared Kush-
ner-owned Monroe Place brown-
stone is being converted from 
a dorm for law students into a 
single-family townhouse. Now 
that it is locked up, we can show 
you where it is. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Key to the castle

Pizza
Hero’s Salads

Our Daily Lunch Menu Includes:   
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
A string of armed robber-
ies has Flatbush residents 
freaking out.

Five stick-ups have hit 
neighborhood businesses 
in the past month, includ-
ing at least two at eateries 
in which the bandits tar-
geted customers in scenes 
pulled straight out of “Pulp 
Fiction.” Locals packed a 
Nov. 20 meeting on the rash 
of robberies, and offered 
sharply divergent views on 
how to address the problem. 
Local pols and police reps 
called for unity and vigi-
lance on the area’s bustling 
commercial streets.

“If we want safe streets, 
the NYPD can’t do it on 
their own,” Borough Presi-
dent Adams said. “We will 
not stand for crimes like 
this. Not while I’m Borough 
President.”

The trouble began in 
late October when a lone 
gunman held up the Israeli 
dinner spot Mimi’s Hum-
mus on Cortelyou Road, 
the neighborhood’s increas-
ingly upscale restaurant 
row, bagging $100 from the 
register, an employee said 
at the meeting. 

Then, in early Novem-
ber, two desperados hit the 
Ox Cart Tavern on Newk-
irk Avenue at Argyle Road, 
stripping patrons of jewelry 
and cash and leaving with 
$700,  according to   reports . 

And on the evening of 
Nov. 13, a single raider 
stormed into Lark Cafe on 
Church Avenue between E. 
10th Street and Stratford 
Road and forced members 
of a writers group to fork 
over three MacBooks and 
an iPad Mini, then took off 
running down Coney Is-
land Avenue towards Pros-
pect Park, per police and 
reports.

Robbers also struck a T-
Mobile cellphone shop and 
a deli in that time period, 
but the three heists target-
ing upscale businesses that 
opened in the last fi ve years 
are connected, police said. 
And the brazen quality of 
the heists is eerily remi-
niscent of crime-ridden de-
cades past, one victim said.

“I’d like to know what 
has emboldened criminals 
to go back to the crime that 
we haven’t seen since the 
’90s,” said Anya Shiferson, 
who was working the regis-
ter the night Mimi’s Hum-
mus was robbed. 

Police have deployed foot 
patrols to the affected com-
mercial strips, and sent in 
undercover cops as well, an 
offi cer from the neighbor-
hood’s 70th Precinct said.

“We fl ooded the streets. 
We’re doing everything we 
can to assist the commu-
nity,” said Lt. Jacqueline 
Bourne. “Unmarked offi -
cers are out there. You may 
not see them, but they’re out 
there.”

The pledge did not set 
Shiferson or her colleagues 
at ease.

“All of our employees 
feel extremely unsafe,” she 
said.

The back-to-back stick-
ups have sparked fears that 
the crooks are honing in on 
pockets of affl uence in the 
predominately Caribbean 

and African-American 
neighborhood where the 
median income is $40,146, 
below Brooklyn’s median of 
$45,215. Racial and class ten-
sions have fl ared up there 
during the past year, with 
a dedicated vandal  repeat-
edly scrawling anti-white-
gentrifi cation messages at 
the Church Avenue subway 
station . And, according to 
a New York Daily News  re-
port , two women robbed 
three tenants of an Ocean 
Avenue apartment, then 
forced them out at gunpoint 
and squatted their place. 
The crooks said they didn’t 
like “that white people were 
moving into the area,” per 
the News.

Members of a hous-
ing-activist group at the 
community meeting said 
the crimes should not be 
used as an excuse to ramp 

up what they 
called “racist 
policing.”

“Increased 
police presence 
puts pressure 
on black and 
brown people, 
increases ha-
rassment, and 
makes people 
u n c o m f o r t -
able in their 
own commu-
nities,” said 
Uliya Yshtaal, 
of Equality for 
Flatbush. “We 

want to work together to fi nd 
ways to keep the community 
safe without more police.”

Several commentators 
who criticized impulse to 
throw more police at the 
problem were met with 
applause, but others de-
manded more cops on the 
streets, now.

Despite the high-profi le 
string of holdups, the rate 
of robberies in Flatbush’s 
70th Precinct is actually 
down substantially, from 
324 this time last year to 274 
so far this year, according 
to NYPD data.

Adams, a veteran cop be-
fore he went into politics, 
said there is often an up-
tick in robberies and thefts 
around the holidays.

“Some people believe it’s 
faster to take from people 
than to earn it like the rest 
of us,” he said.

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Maybe the next person 
will have better luck.

The former home of 
Brooklyn Heights Cin-
ema, a one-story building 
on Henry Street between 
Cranberry and Orange 
streets, offi cially sold to 
Madison Estates and JMH 
Developers for $7.5 million 
last week after months of 
talks. The previous owner 
tried twice to tear the 
building down and build 
a luxury apartment com-
plex in its place, but was 
rebuffed both times by 
city preservationists. The 
storied cinema decamped 
ahead of the sale and a 
spokesman for the buyers 
said they are looking to 
redevelop the 1895 build-
ing — if they can snag 
permission in the heav-
ily regulated Brooklyn 
Heights Historic District.

“We’re looking to do 
something that will en-
hance the neighborhood,” 
said Joseph Baglio, a bro-
ker with Madison Estates. 
“If we can — it is Brook-
lyn Heights.”

The property is not 
landmarked, but falls 
within the confi nes of the 
historic district, meaning 
any alteration requires the 
approval of the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission. 

The new team may 
have better luck than for-
mer owner Tom Caru-
ana, judging from a re-
cent project on Congress 
Street in the nearby Cob-

ble Hill Historic District, 
where Madison and JMH 
constructed a row of nine 
townhouses. Zoning at the 
Henry Street site allows 
for a fi ve-story residential 
building with a storefront 
on the ground fl oor.

Meanwhile, Heights 
Cinema owner Kenn Lowy 
is still hunting for a new 
place to set up his pro-
jectors. He shuttered the 
46-year-old, two screen 
theater at the end of Au-
gust when he learned the 
soon-to-be-new owners 
didn’t plan to keep him 
around. Lowy spent most 
of his  three years at the 
helm of the movie house  
fending off closure, fi rst 
 fi ghting for inclusion in 
Caruana’s initial redevel-
opment plan , then  pushing 
to get the revised, theater-
inclusive plan approved .

He purchased the the-
ater in 2011 after the previ-
ous owner, Norman Adie, 
went to jail for running a 
Ponzi scheme involving 
investments for an expan-
sion of the business that 
prosecutors charged he 
never intended to make. 
Lowy had  eyed the Dumbo 
space that housed the gas-
tropub Rebar until its 
owner left in cuffs on tax 
fraud charges, but appar-
ently couldn’t reach a deal 
to rent it .

Lowy said he has no 
hard feelings, having 
spoken to Gerard Longo, 
president of Madison Es-
tates.

Stickups at fancy Flatbush eateries spark NYPD debate

ROLL CREDITS: The Brooklyn Heights Cinema screened its last 
fi lm on Henry Street back in August and the building’s new owner 
is gearing up to turn it into apartments. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

FACE-OFF: (Above) Activist Ga-
briella Radeka and others ques-
tioned the need for more police 
on the street at a meeting follow-
ing a series of robberies. (Right) 
NYPD Lt. Jacquiline Bourne, of 
the 70th Precinct, on the other 
hand, assured neighbors that 
cops have fl ooded the street. 
 Photos by Arthur DeGaeta

PULP NONFICTION

Third time’s 
the charm?
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Dr. Thomas Conrad Aiello and 
Dr. Adam Bennett Pass, both oph-
thalmologists, are proof that the 
trees that grow in Brooklyn have 
deep roots.

The two, friends since they both 
attended Poly Prep Country Day 
School in the 1970s and ’80s, have 
gone into business together, combin-
ing their skills into a state-of-the-art 
ophthalmic practice, Specialized 
Eye Care of Bay Ridge. And prov-
ing that the apples really don’t fall 
far from the trees, it’s interesting to 
note that Dr. Aiello’s parents, Drs. 
Michael and Maria Aiello, and Dr. 
Pass’s father, Dr. Sheldon Pass, had 
established neighborhood ophthal-
mology practices here in the late 
’60s. Both families exemplify the im-
portance of keeping an “eye” out for 
the community.   

The doctors’ commitment to the 
Bay Ridge area was celebrated with 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony held at 
Specialized Eye Care on Sept. 10. 
Among those in attendance included 
state Sen. Marty Golden and Council 
member Vincent Gentile, who share 
the doctors’ rock-solid devotion to 

the neighborhood. All are excited to 
have a facility of this caliber estab-
lish itself in Bay Ridge. 

Specialized Eye Care of Bay 
Ridge diagnoses and treats diseases 
of the eye. The entire family can feel 
comfortable about receiving care 
here, as the establishment welcomes 
people of all ages. 

“We treat everyone from new-
borns to adults in their 90s,” says 
Dr. Pass. “The new office is fully 
equipped with all the latest diagnos-
tic equipment to deliver 21st-century 
healthcare to all.” 

Dr. Pass is fellowship-trained in 
neuro-ophthalmology. He performs 
cataract surgery and regularly as-
sists in retinal surgical procedures. 
Should you be experiencing blurry 
vision, it may be because you have 
cataracts, and this can be ascer-
tained with a visit to Specialized 
Eye Care of Bay Ridge. If cataracts 
are the culprit, surgery may be re-
quired. The good news is that this 
type of surgery is quite common, 
usually done on an outpatient basis, 
and is considered safe and effective. 
Many who undergo cataract surgery 
are very pleased with the results, 

thrilled to be able to see clearly 
again.  

Dr. Aiello is skilled in refrac-
tive surgery and premium implant 
cataract microsurgery. Refractive 
surgery might be a good option for 
patients who want to depend less on 
glasses and contact lenses, as this 
surgery can correct nearsighted-
ness, farsightedness, and astigma-
tism. LASIK surgery is one of the 
most popular types of refractive 
surgery, and involves using a laser 
to reshape the cornea. If you feel you 
might be a candidate for this type of 
procedure, make an appointment at 
Specialized Eye Care of Bay Ridge 
to discuss your options. Dr. Aiello is 
proud to be one of the first Eye Sur-
geons in Brooklyn to offer the new 
LENSAR Laser System as part of 
an Advanced Cataract Surgery plat-
form. “ The LENSAR Laser Systems 
Augmented Reality tm” provides Dr. 
Aiello with a 3-D view of your eye, 
allowing for more accurate informa-
tion and treatment choices during 
your cataract removal procedure. 

Both Dr. Pass and Dr. Aiello are 
board-certified by the American 
Board of Ophthalmology and have 

been re-certified numerous times. 
They trained together at the highly 
regarded ophthalmology residency 
program at SUNY Downstate De-
partment of Ophthalmology. 

They both believe in providing 
personal and professional care to all 
patients.

The brand-new facility was pre-
viously occupied by the Bay Ridge 
Home Reporter for years. But the 
building looks different now, as it 
has been completely renovated, to 
the doctors’ specifications. There 
are four examination areas and a di-
agnostic testing room with the most 
sophisticated ocular imaging equip-
ment on the market today. They 
have also built an optical shop on 
the premises, and hired licensed op-
tician Harry Cadiz, making it a one-
stop shop for patients who require 
eyeglasses. There’s no need to leave 
the premises to go elsewhere to pur-
chase glasses, as the practice offers a 
wide variety of shapes and styles, all 
at competitive prices. Patients can 
also buy contact lenses here, includ-
ing disposal and multi-focal lenses.

As Specialized Eye Care of Bay 
Ridge is state-of-the-art, it uses an 

electronic medical record-keeping 
system. This means the doctors 
have access to the medical histories 
of their patients, allowing for more 
comprehensive care.  

Most major medical insurance is 
accepted. 

Specialized Eye Care of Bay Ridge 
[8723 Third Ave. at the corner of 88th 
street in Bay Ridge, (718) 836–1779]. 
Open Mondays, Wednesdays, Thurs-
days, 9 am–6 pm; Tuesdays, 2–5 pm; 
Fridays, 8 am–1 pm; and Saturdays, 
9 am–2 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Specialized Eye Care keeping an ‘eye’ out for Bay Ridge

BY MAX JAEGER
The Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority’s 50th anniversary 
celebration for the Verrazano-
Narrows Bridge turned out to be 
mostly a celebration of itself — 
and rather a lonely one at that.

Authority honchos, engineer-
ing enthusiasts, and even some of 
the men who built the iconic span 
attended the celebration at Fort 
Wadsworth on bucolic Staten Is-
land on Nov. 21, but only tran-
sit bigwigs delivered remarks, 
largely crowing about how their 
agency has maintained the bridge 
since its completion in 1964.

Politicians from both sides of 
the span were conspicuously ab-
sent from the party, however, in the 
wake of the days-earlier announce-
ment that the Authority may raise 
tolls on the $15 crossing.

“There is nothing to celebrate 
until our city’s commuters can fi -
nally receive the Verrazano toll 
relief that they deserve,” said Bor-
ough President Adams.

Assemblywoman Nicole Mal-
liotakis (R–Bay Ridge), Coun-
cilman Vincent Gentile (D–Bay 
Ridge), and state Sen. Martin 
Golden (R–Bay Ridge), along with 

Staten Island elected offi cials, also 
issued statements that they would 
boycott the festivities in protest.

“Fifty years after Robert Mo-
ses’s last great project in New York 
was completed, our community, 
which has been in the shadow of 
the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge, is 
hurting every day with the tolls,” 
said Golden.

On Nov. 17  the transit agency 
unveiled plans to raise the E-ZPass 
fare for cars by 42 cents, possibly 
hike the commuter cash fare by 
$1, and charge large trucks signifi -
cantly more  to help fi ll a multi-bil-
lion-dollar budget shortfall. The 
Authority’s board will vote on the 
toll-hike proposal in January.

Gentile also panned the Au-
thority for focusing celebration 

on Staten Island and overlooking 
Brooklyn in its offi cial events.

“The MTA completely ignored 
Bay Ridge in this historic half-
century celebration of a bridge 
that we share with Staten Island,” 
Gentile said.

Indeed, there was no mention 
during last Friday’s fete of the 
great scar carved through the 
neighborhood in the early 1960s 
when the city razed 800 homes 

and businesses to build access 
ramps for the bridge.

Transit leaders called the pols’ 
cold shoulder a snub to the work-
ers who constructed the span.

“This event is about celebrat-
ing the structure and honoring 
the engineers and workers who 
built it,” said Bridges and Tun-
nels chief of operations James 
Fortunato.

But the agency seemed to con-

tradict that message at the event 
with the unveiling of a commem-
orative plaque — not to the three 
men who lost their lives building 
the span, or the hundreds of iron-
workers who erected the marvel, 
but to the workers who have main-
tained the structure and collected 
tolls from drivers since it opened 
on Nov. 21, 1964.

Regarding the proposed toll 
hike, the Authority’s chief execu-
tive offi cer said the agency has to 
make ends meet.

“It takes a lot of work to keep 
a bridge that handles more than 
180,000 vehicles daily safe and in 
good shape,” said Thomas Pren-
dergast. “That’s why we spent 
more than $540 million in capital 
improvements at the Verrazano-
Narrows alone in the last [fi ve-
year] capital program, and an-
other $431 million is proposed in 
the 2015–2019 capital program.”

The span’s average daily rev-
enue is $936,000, according to a 
transit spokesman.

Rounding out the ceremony 
was a performance by a Staten Is-
land public school choir, a fi re boat 
display, and a 50-gun salute from 
two Fort Wadsworth cannons.

STAMP OF APPROVAL: (Above) Offi cials unveiled a new U.S. postal stamp to com-
memorate the 50th anniversary of the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge. (Left) Cannons 
at Staten Island’s Fort Wadsworth fi red a 50-gun salute to the bridge. 
 Photos by Georgine Benvenuto

Bridge birthday bash botched, boycotted
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
This class is kind of a big 
dill.

Members of a local Bul-
garian arts collective are 
putting on a workshop for 
families in Greenwood 
Heights to teach them the 
art of pickling — Bulgar-
ian style. But the recipe for 
this class contains some 
unexpected ingredients — 
the participants will also 
sing and tell stories from 
their home countries as 
they cook. One of the orga-
nizers said it is all about 
preserving culture while 

preserving food.
“It’s an important way 

of sharing knowledge,” 
said Daniela Kostova, a 
Bedford-Stuyvesant artist 
who helped launch the Bul-
garian Collaborative col-
lective. “It’s a real cultural 
exchange.”

Kostova, along with 
fellow collective mem-
bers Vlada Tomova and 
Meglena Zapreva, will sup-
ply all the fi xings needed 
for pickling on Dec. 6 at 
Open Source Gallery — 
jars, vegetables, herbs, and 
brine. During the pickling 

process, the artists will ex-
plain their traditions and 
teach kids about the plants 
they are working with. At 
the end of the workshop, 
they will use the leftover 
veggies to make a soup. 
The idea is to take the 
sharing of cultures out of 
art galleries and museums 
and open them up to people 
from all walks of life, Kos-
tova said.

“I really see this as an 
alternative to the exclu-
sivity of the art world,” 
she said. “We want to 

BY VANESSA OGLE
Mmm, the land of ham-
burgers!

The Bushwick Starr 
theater and Alphabet Arts 
artist collective are sand-
wiching marionettes and 
metrists together once 
again for their annual 
Puppets and Poets Festival 
on Dec. 6 and 7. And one of 
the performances in the 
two-day fest sounds both 
cheesy and saucy — and 
we mean that in the best 

kind of way. “City of Ham-
burgers” is a free, fam-
ily-friendly show featur-
ing anthropomorphized 
junk food speaking in silly 
rhymes. And it is the kind 
of story that is perfect for 
the medium of puppetry, 
one of the performers ex-
plained. 

“Puppetry has that 
little bit of magic in it — 
you’re watching some-
thing inanimate come to 
life,” said Kirsten Kam-

mermeyer, a puppetry 
teacher who lives in Flat-
bush. “It is very bright, 
it’s very colorful, the mu-
sic is fun.” 

The story — adapted 
from a children’s book 
by Mike Reiss, a former 
writer for “The Simp-
sons” — uses rod pup-
pets to animate the imag-
ination of a young boy 
named Jeffery, who is 
listening to his grand-

Pickling workshop comes with side of cultural exchange

JARRING: Daniela Kostova and Maglena Zapreva will run a pickling workshop for families in and 
around Greenwood Heights where they will sing and tell stories from their home country of Bulgaria.
 Photo by Jason Speakman

Shakespeare shack

It’s brine time!

WE OFFER 
THE FOLLOWING SERVICES:

WE ACCEPT ASSIGNMENT FROM MOST MAJOR INSURANCE COMPANIES

1800 CONEY ISLAND AVENUE, BET. N & 0

COUPON COUPON

FREE
CAR WASH

Exp. 12/15/14

Buy 3 Tires Get 1 

FREE
Exp. 12/15/14. Restrictions may apply. See store for details.

COUPON

$50 OFF
BODY WORK

See store for details. Exp. 12/15/14

COUPON

$25 OFF
$100 purchase & up

your skin deserves a second chance

Laser Tattoo Removal/Revision
SAFELY AND PERMANENTLY

Botox / Dysport / Xeomin  Facial Fillers  Spider Veins Chemical Peels 

Laser Hair Removal  Microdermabrasion  Fractional Resurfacing

9921 Fourth Avenue  Brooklyn, NY 11209 

COSMETIC: 718.833.2793  ALTERNATE: 718.833.7616 

WWW.BAYRIDGEDERM.COM

COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE 
DAVID BIRO, M.D., PH.D.

Have you had a change of heart?

in your own neighborhood...

—GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE FOR ALL SERVICES—

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 6
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make people feel comfort-
able and not be intimi-
dated.”

Kostova said that pick-
ling in Bulgaria is basi-
cally a survival skill that 
people use to preserve veg-
etables through the win-
ter season. She remembers 
her grandmother preserv-
ing peaches, plumbs, and 
cherries for cold compotes, 
which were her favorite.

“It was just part of our 
culture,” she said. “You 
couldn’t have a meal with-
out pickles.”

Kostova said she fi nds 
it interesting that artisinal 
pickling has become so hip 
in Brooklyn, while ethnic 
stores around the city have 
always sold the brined ba-
sics.

“We wanted to connect 
these two different cul-
tures — the gourmet and 
the real-deal pickling,” she 
said.

“Pickles / Stories / 
Songs” at Open Source (306 
17th St. between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues in Green-
wood Heights, exchange-
works.co/offers/pickling). 
Dec. 6 from 1–2 pm and 
from 2:30–3:30 pm. $35 per 
family.

PICKLING
Continued from page 5

mother tell him a bed-
time story about her 
life in Germany. Jef-
frey’s grandmother 
is from Hamburg and 
his grandfather is 
from Frankfurt — and 
Kammermeyer said 
the story comes alive 
when Jeffrey’s imagi-
nation beefs up her an-
ecdotes. 

“He is imagin-
ing a l l of these lit-
t le kids’ hamburg-
ers running around 
and playing tag,” 

she said. “He 
is imagining 
al l these frank-
fur ters.”

The festival 
will also include 
two adult-ori-
ented evening 
p e r f o r m a n c e s , 
featuring pup-
pet plays with 
more mature 
content. 
K a m m e r m e y e r 
said she hopes 
“City of Ham-
burgers” encour-
age kids to try 
their hand — lit-
erally — at pup-
petry.

“It just allows kids to 
express themselves be-
cause they can put their 
focus on something else 
and make that something 
else do what they want to 
do — and say what they 
want to say,” she said. 
“They can put all that 
creativity and the energy 
into this object they’re 
making come to life.”

“City of Hamburgers” 
is part of the Puppets and 
Poets Festival at Bush-
wick Starr (207 Starr St. 
between Irving and Wyck-
off avenues in Bushwick, 
www.thebushwickstarr.
org). Dec. 6 and 7 at 3 pm. 
Free.

PUPPETS
Continued from page 5

BY VANESSA OGLE
Santa Claus came to town 
early this year.

The jolly old elf and his 
wife Mrs. Claus teamed up 
with the Bikers of Brook-
lyn motorcycle club for the 
26th annual Toy Run on 
Nov. 22 in Canarsie. Santa 
swapped his sleigh for a 
motorcycle and followed 
the club to the Flatlands 
Family Residence, where 
he and his helpers distrib-
uted presents to kids of all 
ages. 

The toys and books for 

babies, kids, and teenagers 
were donated by local busi-
nesses and the members of 
the motorcycle club. 

It was touching to see 
the kids play with their 
new gifts, said a longtime 
club member, who insisted 
that contrary to popu-
lar culture, bikers aren’t 
Grinches. 

“All our guys reach in 
their pocket and bring a 
toy,” said Bobby Colon, 
who has been a member of 
the biker club for 26 years. 
“The bad guys are the one 

percent. They are Hells An-
gels and the Pagans and the 
guys depicted in the mov-
ies — and I’ll be honest with 
you, even those guys have 
big hearts.” 

The club started their 
trip in Sheepshead Bay 
and the NYPD Highway Pa-
trol escorted them as they 
cruised to the Flatlands 
Family Residence. Colon 
said the patrol blocked off 
the intersections for the 
bikers during their voyage 
to ensure their safety — a 
precaution he said the club 

appreciates. 
“We’ve never had an 

accident — everybody ar-
rives alive,” he said. 

Colon said seeing the 
kids smile when they re-
ceive their gifts was the 
best present of all — and 
he said the crew is already 
collecting toys for Santa’s 
next Christmas delivery. 

“It is rewarding. The 
old saying goes, ‘It is bet-
ter to give than receive,’ ” 
he said. “We started col-
lecting already for the 
next year.” 

CHRISTMAS COOL: (Left) Mrs. Claus cozies up to Santa at the Bikers of 
Brooklyn Toy Run at the El Greco Diner in Sheepshead Bay on Nov. 22. 
(Center) Vincente LoBello — the president of Bikers of Brooklyn — joins 
Kris Kringle and Mrs. Claus at the toy run. (Above) St. Nick holds up a few 
of the toys he will give to kids this Christmas.   Photos by Steve Solomonson

Santa rolls into Flatlands

FORBIDDEN LOVE: After hamburger Greta 
and frankfurter Gus got married, they left 
their homelands of Hamburg and Frankfurt 
and traveled to America. 
 Photo by Kirsten Kammermeyer
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Pilo Arts Salon
WWW.PILOARTS.COM

One gift card
outshines them all

“In the holiday season of endless
gift cards, there is the one that

she prefers the most-
a gift card from Pilo Arts.”

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of

Intercoiffure Mondial
Paris  London Roma

Colour

Hi-Lights

Massage

Facial

Receive 1 FREE  CERTIFICATE

EL 2012-:FLUX Collection. Images provided courtesy of Schwarzkopf Professional
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ricane Sandy . The depart-
ment is also reconstruct-
ing the Gerritsen Inlet 
Bridge, which will not be 
completed until 2017. 

Lobenstein said until 
the work is complete, the 
city needs to increase 
police patrols on nearby 

side streets, which have 
become increasingly 
dangerous.  

“I’ve seen some spec-
tacular accidents,” he 
said.   

Another local said a 
police presence would 
make a big difference.

“I think always an 
actual physical pres-
ence — once in a while 
— is preferable,” said 

Howard Leibowitz. “If I 
look out my front win-
dow now, I’m going to 
see people zooming by 
at 50 miles per hour — 
trucks, cars, what have 
you.”

The 63rd Precinct did 
not respond to multiple 
requests for comment 
about whether it plans 
to increase its patrols 
the neighborhood.  

tarily surrender its certif-
icate, not because of any 
fi nancial diffi culty in op-
erating the facility, but in 
order to sell the building 
to an entity that will con-
vert the building to un-
regulated housing,” Saitta 
wrote.

It is not the first time 
Saitta has prevented the 
eviction, which was  orig-
inally supposed to take 
place at the end of June , 
but in the past Saitta had 
simply pushed back the 
timetable to allow for 
further hearings. In his 
recent ruling, though, he 
blasted the Department-
of-Health-approved clo-
sure plan for being vague 
and lacking deadlines 
and contingency plans.

“The closure plan ap-
proved by DOH does not 
give a timetable or list 
the procedures the oper-
ator would take to relo-
cate residents,” he wrote. 
“Neither the Prospect 
Park defendants or DOH 
had considered the pos-
sibility that defendant 
would have to commence 
special proceedings in 
order to close the facil-
ity, much less consider 
who would operate the 
facility while special 
proceedings were ongo-
ing.”

Prospect Park Resi-
dence filed its initial 
closure plan in late Sep-
tember, 2013, and the 
Department of Health 
approved it in late Feb-
ruary, 2014, according 
to a spokeswoman. The 
facility continued to ac-
cept new residents as 
late as December, despite 
the pending closure. In 
January, Deitsch agreed 
to sell the building for 
$76.5 million as soon as 
the closure plan was ap-

proved and the facility’s 
fourth-floor dementia 
unit had been vacated. 

Saitta criticized Dei-
tsch and the Department 
of Health for failing to 
consider the impact a 
move would have on the 
seniors, who are dealing 
with a lot as it is.

“The plaintiffs still in 
residence are in their 90s, 
two are Holocaust survi-
vors, several suffer from 
dementia, and all have 
severe infirmities. As-
sessing their individual 
needs in order to find an 
appropriate placement is 
not a mere technicality,” 
he wrote. “In addition to 
these deficiencies on the 
face of the plan, there 
has not been any evi-
dence produced that the 
operator has assessed 
the plaintiffs’ individual 
needs and preferences or 
has found facilities that 
are appropriate given 
the plaintiffs’ individual 
needs and preferences.”

Since  the first or-
der staving off eviction 
in June , the families of 
the remaining residents 
have complained that 
Deitsch is attempting to 
drive them out by cut-
ting staff, serving sub-
par meals, and dimming 
hallway lights. One ten-
ant who showed up to a 
hearing on Nov. 24 said 
she simply wants to be 
able to remain in her 
home and eat nutritious 
food.

“I don’t know how that 
child got so bitter and 
mean,” said AnneMarie 
Mogil, referring to Dei-
tsch. “I’m 92 years old, 
and I deserve peace and 
quiet.”

In a statement, the 
press-shy Deitsch sought 
to refute claims that he 
has cut services to his 
tenants.

“In the nine months 
since the closure plan 
was approved by the 
state health department, 
Prospect Park Residence 
management and staff 
have taken extraordi-
nary steps to ensure con-
tinuity of care is main-
tained and that residents 
continue to reside in a 
safe and secure environ-
ment,” he said. “Claims 
to the contrary are with-
out merit.”

Saitta’s ruling will 
likely have repercus-
sions for Deitsch beyond 
two pending tenant law-
suits. An agreement 
with an investment firm 
in January to sell the 
1 Prospect Park West 
building for $76 mil-
lion was contingent on 
Deitsch securing a clo-
sure plan and giving the 
boot to his tenants. As 
the closure dragged, the 
buyers sued Deitsch, too, 
accusing him of failing 
to evict his elderly ten-
ants fast enough, as this 
paper  first reported . 

Continued from page 1 

SENIORS

Continued from page 1 

SPEEDING

ANNOYING ORANGE: An-
nemarie Mogil, one of eight 
remaining tenants of Prospect 
Park Residence, holds a rot-
ten orange she said she was 
served there. 
 CNG / Noah Hurowitz

“Tears welled up in my 
eyes,” said Spiro Geroula-
nos, the school’s director 
for building. “This was 40 
years in the making.”

The school teaches 
Greek culture and language 
and functions largely after-
school and on weekends, 
Geroulanos said. It has op-
erated in various locations 
in Bay Ridge since 1977.

Local opposition cen-
tered on the project’s size, 
traffi c worries, and con-
cern about eroding the 
neighborhood’s special 
zoning, which restricts 
buildings to no taller than 
24 feet. About a decade ago, 
the city downzoned much 
of Bay Ridge at the urging 
of the community board, to 
prevent overbuilding.

“It’s not the Greek 
School. It’s the height of the 

building,” said neighbor 
Elaine O’Rourke. “It’s the 
traffi c coming to the area.”

“We fought for 10 years 
to get zoning changes, and 
this goes against that,” said 
Victoria Hofmo.

The planned school 
building exceeds the allow-
able fl oor area, and several 
of its facades are closer to 
the lot line than the city 
allows, said the board’s 
land use committee chair-
woman Ann Falutico.

But the school’s attor-
ney said the concerns were 
overblown and reminded 
board members that the 
school already rejiggered 
its plans to better jibe with 
the neighborhood.

“The planned building 
is only 10 feet higher than 
zoning allows,” said the 
lawyer, Jordan Most.

And the school won’t 
have the negative effect on 
traffi c that critics expect, 
he said, because most stu-

dents attend on Saturdays, 
and they typically carpool.

One stalwart of the 
neighborhood’s downzon-
ing said the Greek School 
doesn’t confl ict with the 
spirit of the neighborhood-
wide re-designation, be-
cause schools and houses 
of worship are traditionally 
given more leeway than the 
residential development the 
zoning is intended to cap.

“Nobody cares more 
about the zoning than I do,” 
said Stephen Harrison, 
the former board chair-
man and zoning committee 
leader who spearheaded 
the push to downzone a de-
cade ago. “But schools and 
churches are classically 
bigger and would never fi t 
in with bulk zoning.”

The board’s recom-
mendation is only advi-
sory, and the city’s Board 
of Standards and Appeals 
will make a fi nal determi-
nation.

least three different guns, 
missing their intended tar-
get and instead striking Ch-
eung’s home, according to a 
police report.

The 60th Precinct has 
seen 20 shootings so far 
this year — one less than 
the same period last year, 
according to precinct com-
manding offi cer Deputy In-
spector James Rooney — 
but the local councilman 
said those fi gures are mis-
leading, because the police 
department only counts 
gunshots as a “shooting” 
when someone is struck.

“I take serious issue 
with the fact that [police] 
can look at a bullet hole in 
a wall and say it doesn’t 
count as a ‘shooting,’ ” said 
Councilman Mark Treyger 
(D–Coney Island).

The city is pumping 
money into the Amuse-
ment District’s redevelop-
ment, and Mayor DeBlasio 
is crowing about growth 
citywide, but Treyger said 
the city needs to keep up 
by deploying more police 
— especially to Coney Is-
land.

“If the city is growing — 
and the mayor boasts of it — 
we need to increase the bud-
get for the NYPD,” he said.

But budget-boosts alone 
will not resolve the issue, 

Rooney and Treyger agreed. 
Part of the problem is that 
people aren’t reporting all 
the gun violence in Coney 
Island, the precinct com-
mander and the councilman 
said in separate interviews.

“Nobody has reached 
out to us to say ‘I know 
what happened,’ ” Rooney 
said. “You can remain 
anonymous.”

One resident said locals 
have become so desensi-
tized to the violence that 
erupts around them on a 
regular basis that they of-
ten don’t even call police af-

ter shots ring out.
“We have become numb 

to the sound of bullets,” 
said Pamela Pettyjohn, a 
neighborhood activist who 
shares a wall with Cheung 
and has seen stray bullets 
pass through her home on 
two separate occasions. 
“If nobody’s laying in the 
street dying, we just go 
back to bed.”

Poor lighting along Co-
ney Island streets also 
makes it tough for locals 
to identify shooters when 
they do report violence, 
Pettyjohn said. 

Continued from page 1 
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SCHOOL

TOO CLOSE TO HOME: Resident Ngo Yuk Kit points to one of the 
bullet holes that riddle her house on Mermaid Avenue. 
 Photo by Steven Schnibbe
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One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones. 

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our 
FREE seminars to learn about elder law,  
trust and estate law, and estate planning. 

trusts and estates law, and estate planning.  

We’ll help you make educated decisions. 
Get answers to questions such as: 

-How can I protect assets 
from the government? 

-How can I save myself from 
expensive nursing home bills? 

-How can I spare my loved ones 
from the difficulties of probate? 

We’re also on the radio. 

MON. DEC. 8th 

BROOKLYN- 
BAY RIDGE 

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM 
The Greenhouse Café 

7717 Third Avenue 

TUES. DEC. 9th WED. DEC. 10th FRI. DEC. 12th 

BROOKLYN- 
SHEEPSHEAD BAY 

11 AM & 3 PM  
Il Fornetto 

2902 Emmons Avenue 

QUEENS- 
MASPETH 

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM 
Connolly’s Corner 
71-17 Grand Avenue 

QUEENS- 
BAYSIDE 

11 AM & 3 PM  
The Adria  

221-17 Northern Blvd.  

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and 
570 AM WMCA, Saturdays at 6:00 PM 

to listen to  
Ask the Lawyer with  

 Mike Connors.  
www.askmikethelawyer.com 

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation. 
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.  

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209 
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World Class Orthopaedic Care at our State-of-the-Art Facility: 

761 Merrick Avenue   Westbury   516.357.8777
Manhattan | Brooklyn | Queens | Nassau | Suffolk

Learn more and schedule an appointment online nyspine.com
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