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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
The fatal shooting of a Red 
Hook man by a rookie cop on 
Nov. 20 could have been pre-
vented, said the father of the 
victim of a similar shooting 
that took place in Gowanus in 
1994.

Offi cer Peter Liang shot 
and killed Akai Gurley in a 
dark stairwell of the Louis H. 
Pink Houses in East New York 
at 11:15 pm on Nov. 20, police 
said. Liang and another cop 
entered the stairwell on the 
eight fl oor with weapons un-
holstered and, when Gurley 
came in on the seventh fl oor, 
Liang fi red once, hitting him 
in the chest, an NYPD spokes-
woman said. For one dad, the 
death, which police commis-
sioner Bill Bratton called 
an “unfortunate accident,” 
kicked up memories of his 
own son’s demise at the hands 
of a police offi cer in a public 
housing stairwell.

“My son wasn’t commit-
ting no crime,” said Nicholas 
Heyward, Sr, calling for prose-
cutors to indict Liang. “These 
incidents aren’t tragedies, 
they are murders. The police 
are killing us.”

Nicholas Heyward, Jr. was 
13 on Sept. 27, 1994, when an 
offi cer came upon him playing 
cops and robbers in the Gow-
anus Houses building where 
he lived. Heyward was holding 
a toy rifl e. Friends  reported 
hearing him say “We’re play-
ing!” before the gunfi re that 
took his life . Heyward, Sr. 
says that the toy did not look 
like an actual weapon.

In the aftermath, Hey-
ward, Sr. called for the cop 
responsible to be prosecuted, 
but then-District Attorney 
Charles Hynes chose not to 

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Green-Wood Cemetery may 
be the largest and grandest in 
Brooklyn, and among the old-
est, but it doesn’t merit land-
mark status, according to city 
preservationists.

The Landmark Preserva-
tion Commission put the ki-
bosh on a long-dormant bid to 
landmark the graveyard this 
week — and that was just fi ne 
with the folks who mind the 
place. Green-Wood manage-
ment says such a designation 
would make it so special per-
mission would be needed to so 
much as alter one gravestone.

“City landmark status 
would impose onerous, expen-
sive, and impractical restric-
tions on our ability to function 
as an active cemetery,” said 
Richard Moylan, president of 
the cemetery. “We would not 
oppose the commission’s ef-
fort to remove the cemetery 
for consideration as a desig-
nated landmark.”

That is not to say that 
Green-Wood, which lists 
Boss Tweed and Jean-Michel 
Basquiat as permanent resi-
dents, is not recognized. It was 
among the fi rst landscaped 
graveyards in the country, 
making it a precursor to the 
modern park, and it is already 
designated a national historic 
site. Plus parts of it, including 

Green-Wood 
out of running 

for landmarking
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Counterclockwise from top, Canarsie mom Che Larhue and her daughter Zyla Williams ring in the holi-
day season with unicorn and an elf from the Big Apple Circus at the MetroTech Center tree lighting on 
Monday. For more on the fun that no amount of rain could stop, see page 2. Photo by Jason Speakman

’Tis the season

CEMETERY NOT 
SET IN STONE

20 years 
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slayings
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
A steady fl ow of freezing 
rain soaked the stage at the 
25th annual MetroTech Cen-
ter tree lighting on Monday 
night, so much so that one 
ballerina took a dive and the 
dance performance had to be 
cut short.

Still, a respectable crowd 
of 50 gathered under an over-
hang to watch the festivities 
that one attendee said turns 
the page on Thanksgiving.

“The weather’s not going to 
stop us,” said Che Larhue, who 
came out to the lighting from 
Canarsie with her 4-year-old 
daughter. “This kicks off the 
season for us.”

Forest City Ratner, which 
owns MetroTech, organized 
the seasonal affair and its 
chairman Bruce Ratner offi -
ciated. 

Brooklyn Technical High 
School’s choir kicked off the 
ceremony with a set of Christ-
mas carols, belting out more 
yuletide ditties than one might 
expect considering the vocal-
ists were getting soaked. 

Deep puddles had pooled on 
the stage by the time the sing-
ers left to make way for danc-
ers from the American Ballet 
Theatre Jacqueline Kennedy 
Onassis School.

But as the white-clad bal-
lerinas fi led on, accompa-
nied by a lone nutcracker, one 
of the tiny dancers slipped 
on the soaking plywood and 
landed directly in a puddle. 
She popped up and the danc-
ers took their positions, wait-
ing for their musical queue. 
But it never came.

Instead, an instructor 
herded the dancers for a group 
photo at the front of the stage, 
then ushered them to safety.

That crisis adverted, Rat-
ner returned to the stage and 
introduced Borough Presi-
dent Adams. But the usually 
loquacious Beep only uttered 
a few lines before concluding 
“Brooklyn is where it’s at,” 

and throwing the show to a 
pair of soggy Brooklyn Nets 
players. 

The towering hardwood 
heroes, Jorge Gutierrez and 
Jerome Jordan, looked even 
more uncomfortable than Ad-
ams in the rain, and it was 
starting to really pick up.

Finally, after a few brief re-
marks from the athletes, For-
est City president MaryAnne 
Gilmartin introduced the ro-
bot booked to throw the light-
switch.

Students at New York Uni-
versity Polytechnic School of 
Engineering  built the robot, 

called Caesar, as a tool to help 
autistic kids . Until its intro-
duction, Caesar sat dormant 
on the ground next to the stage, 
being sheltered by a graduate 
student with an umbrella.

“I’m so cold,” said Aniket 
Sharma who helped build the 
robot. “I just want to go in-
side.”

For the big moment, Cae-
sar’s handlers placed it on the 
stage in front of a plastic Santa 
that had a button protruding 
from its belly. Caesar waved, 
looked around with its unset-
tling camera eyes, then let its 
mechanical arm fl y.

And that was pretty much 
it.

Parents scrambled to get 
a few quick pictures of their 
kids in front the tree before 
ducking back under the over-
hang for shelter.

In spite of the shortened 
ceremony and the inclement 
conditions, Caroll Gardens 
resident Karen DeIngeniis 
said she made the right choice 
coming Downtown for the tree 
lighting.

“We chose this over the one 
in Lincoln Center,” she said. 
“Why leave Brooklyn if you 
don’t have to?”
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Christmas cheer: Clara will be charmed by the Nutcracker Prince one last time at the American Ballet Theatre’s fifth and final season of the seasonal ballet at the Brooklyn Academy of Music. Photo by Gene Schiavone

By Vanessa Ogle

Aw, nuts! 
The American Ballet Theatre is 

performing “The Nutcracker” for 
its fifth and final season at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music, kicking off its last 
string of 13 performances on Dec. 12. The 
company is taking its Christmas show 
to California next year, so this is your 
last chance to catch a performance that 
is truly a dance-step above the others in 
town — at least according to the troupe’s 
chief executive officer. 

“This is a completely new,” said 
American Ballet Theatre chief executive 

officer Rachel Moore, explaining that cho-
reographer Alexei Ratmansky ditched the 
ballet’s traditional moves. “He re-choreo-
graphed every single step in the ballet.”

Over 100 dancers will perform the dar-
ing — and sometimes dark — dances that 
center around Clara and the Nutcracker 
Prince. But Moore said the show truly 
comes to life through the dizzying array of 
dancers who shimmy and sway onstage.  

“What makes it different is you have 
all these girls who are snowflakes — they 
act like a character,” said Moore. “They 
are scary and formidable.”

But the acts aren’t too creepy — the 

show is very family-friendly, according to 
Moore, who said kids as young as 4 can 
attend as long as their parents think they 
won’t crack during the nearly two-hour 
show. She said one of her favorite charac-
ters should have kids grinning all night.  

“I absolutely love the baby mouse, 
which is a character that shows up through-
out the ballet,” she said. “He is a young 
dancer — kids really identify with having 
a kids’ character on stage.”

The company will start performing 
at California’s Segerstrom Center next 
December and Moore claimed the move 
is a logical expansion for the troupe — 

not a dis to the borough. 
“We’re America’s national ballet com-

pany and we were given the opportunity 
to truly become bicoastal,” said Moore, 
adding that the company is also opening a 
school in California. “We’re really trying 
to establish ourselves on both coasts — it 
is not that we didn’t love Brooklyn.”

American Ballet Theatre’s “The 
Nutcracker” at the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music, Howard Gilman Opera House [30 
Lafayette Ave. between Ashland Place and 
St. Felix Street in Fort Greene, (718) 636–
4100, www.bam.org]. Dec. 12–14 and 16–21 
at various times. Tickets start at $20. 

American Ballet Theatre performs its final ‘Nutcracker’ at BAM

One last crack

Holiday cheer beats back Scrooge-ish downpour at tree lighting
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TROOPERS: (Top) Ballet students pose after a member of their troupe 
slipped and fell heading out onto the rain-soaked stage. (Above) The 
Brooklyn Technical High School Choir belted out Christmas carols in the 
rain, without missing a beat. (Right) MetroTech Center’s Christmas tree 
got the fl ip-switching treatment. Photos by Jason Speakman

RAIN, RAIN, GO AWAY
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
A bunch of turkey-loving run-
ners gobbled up some miles in 
Prospect Park before sitting 
down to Thanksgiving dinner.

The annual Turkey Trot, 
organized by the Prospect 
Park Track Club, is a fi ve-mile 
run through Brooklyn’s back-
yard. It lets runners work off 
some calories to make room 
for a good old-fashioned holi-
day stuffi ng, one athlete said.

“It’s a healthy start to a day 
known for feasting,” said Mid-
wood resident Natania Contijo, 
who ran last year and brought 
her daughter Bayla along for 
the trek this time around.

More than 2,000 runners 
turned out for the run, which 
started at 9 am. Top fi nishers 
took home pies, but Contijo 
said that getting to spend time 
with her daughter before the 
bustle of a big family meal was 
the real reward.

“You might get 20 people 
around the table for dinner, 
but you do a lot more bonding 
on a fi ve-mile run,” she said.

Josie Wold came up from 
Kensington for the trot. Her 
8-year-old son is not yet old 
enough to participate, but she 
wanted to set a good example 
for him.

“I’m trying to be a good 
role model,” she said. “I want 
to keep our family healthy.”

Wold added that both 
she and her son suffer from 
asthma and that she wants 
him to know the respiratory 
ailment does not have to slow 
him down.

“It’s a challenge,” Wold 
said. “But I want to show him 
that I can do it anyway.”

BY TYLER J. KELLEY
These boats are made for hu-
man-waste traffi cking.

On Nov. 25 the city chris-
tened three new sludge boats, 
the vessels used to transport 
the refi ned sewage of waste-
water treatment facilities, 
including the onion-domed 
plant on Newtown Creek in 
Greenpoint. The sludge that 
gives the watercraft their 
name is one of two byprod-
ucts of the sewage treatment 
process, the other being 
water. The new boats, cost-
ing $106 million altogether, 
are necessary because New 
York’s toilets are always 
fl ushing.

“The sludge never stops,” 
said Gordon Arnold, captain 
of the Port Richmond, one of 
the new boats.

To get a picture of what 
the sludge boats do in rela-
tion to sewage plants, imag-
ine a drinking glass placed 
under a pitcher that is always 
pouring liquid, Arnold said.

“When that glass is full, 
you better have another glass 
there in a hurry,” he said.

When a boat is late, the 
city has a “sludge emer-
gency,” Arnold added, though 
he declined to elaborate. 

The Port Richmond and 
her fellow fl eet members the 
Rockaway, and the Hunt’s 
Point, come custom-designed 
to navigate the shallow wa-
ters of Newtown Creek and 
the low clearance of the Pu-
laski Bridge. The city is de-
commissioning two older 
boats and keeping another, so 
the fl eet will soon total four. 
Each of the new vessels takes 
six people to operate and can 
carry as many as a million 
gallons of muck.

Unlike their predecessors, 
the new boats can load sludge 
directly from the Newtown 
Creek Wastewater Treatment 

Plant, nearly a mile upstream 
at the end of Humboldt Street. 
The old boats stopped at the 
mouth of the fetid inlet to 
drain an 800,000-gallon stor-
age tank on shore, connected 
by pipeline to the plant. Now 
the tank, at the foot of Dupont 
Street, has been dismantled 
to make way for the Green-
point Landing mega-devel-
opment and an expansion of 
Newtown Barge Park.

The Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection esti-
mates that its boats transport 
1.2 billion gallons of sludge 
each year. 

Of the city’s 14 wastewa-
ter treatment plants, eight 
are equipped to separate the 
liquid in the sludge from the 
solid, a process known as de-
watering. The other six plants 
must ship their goop to those 
eight. Newtown Creek’s plant 
is the biggest in the city, with 
sewage coming in from more 
than a million people in Wil-
liamsburg, Bushwick, Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant, Greenpoint, 
and lower Manhattan. It does 
not dewater, so its sludge gets 
shipped to Wards Island.

At Wards Island the goop 
goes into a centrifuge, where 
it is spun until the separation 
occurs. The solid, a black-
dirt-like substance called 

Runners work up an appetite on Thanksgiving

SLUDGY THE WHEEL: City sew-
age-hardware honcho Vincent 
Sapienza demonstrates a cen-
trifuge used to separate treated 
wastewater into a solid and a liq-
uid. Photo by Tyler J. Kelley

GLOOP SLOOP: The Port Richmond, one of three new sewage-trans-
port boats designed to navigate the treacherous shoals of Newtown 
Creek. Photo by Tyler Kelley

GETTING OUT IN FRONT OF THE CALORIES: Anthony and Genevieve 
Vanegas ran the annual Turkey Trot in Prospect Park on Thanksgiving 
Day. (Below) More than 2,000 runners pounded the pavement, complet-
ing the fi ve-mile route sporting a gaggle of funny hats. Then, presum-
ably, they went and chowed down with their families. 
 Photos by Steve Schnibbe

They’re hot to trot

Ships to cart sewage 
from Newtown plant

Continued on page 12
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
This Brooklyn Heights phar-
macy looks like the inside of a 
tube of mint-fl avored, whiten-
ing toothpaste.

The owner of Careland 
Pharmacy has spent the past 
10 months transforming a 
former video store on Clark 
Street, next door to Hotel Saint 
George. He is hoping that the 
eye-catching interior, com-
bined with a mom-and-pop ap-
proach to customer service, 
will pull customers from the 
plentiful chain pharmacies in 
the neighborhood.

“At a private pharmacy 
we know your name,” Ayman 
Tawadros said. “We know you. 
You’re important to us.”

Tawadros owned a phar-
macy on Seventh Avenue in 
Park Slope for a decade, then 
opened a new store on bucolic 
Staten Island a year-and-a-half 

ago. He is glad to be returning 
to Brooklyn, he said.

“We’re happy to be back 
in the action. Staten Island is 
nice, but it’s kind of quiet,” he 
said.

The new storefront is lo-
cated in a landmarked build-
ing between Henry Street and 
Monroe Place, in the space 
that  for more than two decades 
housed Mr. Video III, which 
closed late last year . The ren-
ovated shop features a long 
window that the designer, Ser-
gio Mannino, chose to leave 
unobstructed, offering a wide-
open look at the bright, white-
and-green space inside.

“If you want to open your-
self up to your customers, you 
have to be completely open,” 
Mannino said, adding that 
most chain pharmacies cover 
up their windows.

Mannino also decided to 

preserve the long, wavy wall 
that held display racks packed 
with the latest blockbusters 
during the store’s previous 
life. He said the meandering 
shelves of merchandise lay out 
what the store has to offer.

“We didn’t want to block 
any of the walls with tall 
shelving,” Mannino said. “We 
wanted to maximize the vis-
ibility from the street.”

The fl oor of the new busi-
ness is lime green and features 
sketches of different bandages. 

Mannino designed it himself 
and had it printed on vinyl.

“We wanted to create some-
thing unique,” he said. “And 
the materials that were avail-
able just didn’t interest us.”

The pharmacy will offer 
customers perks such as free 
fl avoring of kids medicines 
and courtesy letters remind-
ing that prescriptions need 
refi lling, Tawadros said. He 
also stressed that unlike the 
big corporate pharmacies, if 
one of his customers requests 

a product he does not carry, he 
can order it.

“We can be more fl exible,” 
he said. “They can’t order 
something for just one cus-
tomer.”

At the end of the day, 
Tawadros said, the little guys 
just care more.

“You can just do your job, 
or you can do your job and 
make someone happy at the 
same time,” he said. “There’s 
always something extra you 
can do.”

New drugstore has bold look

FLIPPING THE SCRIPT: Pharmacy owner Ayman Tawadros and architect Sergio Mannino stand at the counter 
of their soon-to-open drugstore on Clark Street. Photo by Steve Schnibbe

It’s tooth in 
advertising

BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local Doctor Treats Herniated And Bulging Discs, 
Sciatica, And Serious Low Back Pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 

back surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons 
perform at least 100,000 operations for lumbar disc 
disease alone, and orthopedic surgeons perform a 
similar number. It is estimated that between 20% and 
40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 
are racing to acquire and get trained to operate the 
DRX9000TM…an FDA approved device that is saving 
thousands of Americans suffering from chronic back 
pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back pain 
without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM works... 

“Over 10 years ago, NASA began to notice an unex-
pected result of space travel - Astronauts that left 
with back pain would come back without it. After 
investigated this now phenomenon here’s what they 
found: During the anti-gravity state of the mission 
there were decompressive forces on the interverte-
bral discs and back pain was relieved. How? When 
you travel through space, the effects of gravity are 
removed and you are in a weightless state. All the 
pressure is taken off your spine and discs. Even 
better - and this is the key - a negative pressure is 
created. This negative pressure actually sucks the 
herniated material back into the disc and allows it to 

heal. Thanks to the DRX9000TM, disc herniation suf-
ferers finally have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has docu-
mented success with are back pain, sciatica, herni-
ated and/or bulging discs (single or multiple), degen-
erative disc disease, facet syndromes and a relapse 
or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 
FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up an 
appointment for a free consultation call Dr. Keller’s 
office at 718-234-6207 or visit Brooklyn Spine 
Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 
Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Relieves Back Pain

DRX9000TM
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YOU DESERVE IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER.

VISIT YOUR LOCAL
BRANCH TODAY.
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Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, 
OXFORD, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, 
BLUE CROSS, MAGNACARE, ELDERPLAN, 
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skinworksny.com

Javier Zelaya, M.D.
254 Prospect Park West, Bklyn
136 West 17th Street, NYC



COURIER LIFE, DEC. 5.–11, 20146    DT

BY LUKE TRESS
It’s no animal left behind — even rats.

A group of uber-vegans is rescuing 
animals, including deeply unpopular, 
near-death creatures such as poisoned 
rats and maimed pigeons, and nursing 
them to health in Williamsburg. The 
goal of the Empty Cages Collective, 
according to its director, is simple: 
save as many animals as possible. To 
make this happen, the volunteers that 
comprise the organization fi eld calls 
and dash across the city to respond to 
tips about, say, a raccoon caught in a 
barbed-wire fence, or an orphaned kit-
ten crying in the rain, then ferry the 
distressed critters to the room they 
rent in a warehouse and set to work 
fi nding them homes. They also pick up 
injured animals that other shelters are 
planning to kill, going so far as to fl y 
furry friends from out-of-state to spare 
them from being euthanized.

What keeps them going is their 
vegan ideology, which views animal 
rights as a cause on par with the aboli-
tion of slavery, one volunteer said.

“Racism is exactly the same as spe-
cies-ism,” said Natalia Tasic, a Ben-
sonhurst resident.

Most rescue groups only accept 
cats and dogs, but in pursuit of species 
equality, the Empty Cages Collective 
takes all kinds of animals, including at 
various times seagulls, ducks, taran-
tulas, rabbits, snakes and guinea pigs. 
Neighbors sometimes bring injured 
squirrels and pigeons — the Empty 
Cages space features an open area for 
birds to practice fl ying — and mem-
bers say that each year they fi nd chick-
ens that escaped the ritual slaughter of 
Yom Kippur, and that were abandoned 
after Easter. At least one rat has come 
from the subway, but they get most of 
their rodents from laboratories and 
snake-food breeders.

New Yorkers kill and abandon thou-
sands of animals each year, and shel-
ters are legally allowed to put down 

healthy ones, such as pit bulls that have 
been trained to fi ght, or cats with feline 
leukemia, which mousers can live with 
for years but is usually grounds for eu-
thanasia. Empty Cages is doing all it 
can to stem the tide, said director Jes-
sica Zafonte, a Manhattanite.

“People treat animals like they’re 
garbage,” said Zafonte. “We are a very 
high-kill city.”

Most of Empty Cages’ charges are 
pulled from shelters run by Animal 
Care and Control of NYC, a private 
group that gets city money and takes 
in any and all species, but which eutha-
nized 5,243 cats and dogs and 802 other 
animals last year, according to its web-
site. Zafonte charges that Animal Care 
and Control shelters are often over-
crowded, making many animals sick. 

In a statement, the group acknowl-
edged the problem, but said it is work-
ing to address it through such mea-
sures as vaccinating all incoming dogs 
for canine fl u. 

An Animal Care and Control 
spokeswoman stressed that the or-
ganization cares for a whole lot more 
homeless animals than it kills.

“As New York City’s only open-ad-
mission shelter, we take in every ani-
mal that comes to us,” said Alexandra 
Silver of Animal Care and Control. 
“More than 30,000 each year.”

Empty Cages has a no-kill policy, 
but the tough part is still fi guring out 
which creatures to help, because there 
is not room in the group’s facilities and 
its members’ homes for them all.

“It’s really painful. Whichever you 
select, the ones you don’t are going to 
die,” Zafonte said. “It’s one of the most 
heart-wrenching decisions.”

The volunteers try to select the an-
imals that will be easy to get adopted, 
but they do sometimes shelter ani-
mals that are missing eyes and limbs.

“It’s a numbers game,” said Tasic. 
“But sometimes you cannot say no.”

— with Nathan Tempey

W’burg vegans rescue unloved animals

RODENT INSIDE: Bay Ridge resident and Empty Cages volunteer Kenia Castellanos with her 
foster Egyptian spiny mouse Charlie. Photo by Jason Speakman

Homeward bound
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Fidelis Care offers quality, affordable New York State-
sponsored health insurance for children and adults of all
ages and at all stages of life. 

From NY State of Health: The Official Health Plan Market-
place, to Child Health Plus, Medicaid Managed Care,
Medicare Advantage, Managed Long Term Care and
more, we have a program that meets your needs. 

And, with our growing provider network, you can see 
a Fidelis Care doctor almost anywhere you go in New 
York State!

We have a health insurance program that's right for you –
and the ones you love. 

Quality health coverage. It’s Our Mission.

Products not available in all counties.
To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health
Plus and Medicaid through NY State of Health, the Official Health Plan 
Marketplace, visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

1-888-FIDELIS | fideliscare.org

“I want a health plan that covers me...and my family.”

To renew your coverage each year, call 1-866-435-9521

H3328_FC 14160 CMS Accepted

Save the Dates for Open Enrollment!

Product:

• Metal-Level Products 
in NY State of Health

• Child Health Plus
• Medicaid Managed Care

Enroll From:

November 15, 2014 - 
February 15, 2015

All Year Long!
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76TH PRECINCT
CARROLL GARDENS-COBBLE HILL–

RED HOOK

Fluid assets
A burglar cleaned out a car wash 

on Hamilton Avenue sometime 
overnight on Dec. 1, according to a 
police report.

An employee of the business be-
tween Centre and Mill streets told 
cops he had locked up for the night 
at 6 pm. When he returned the next 
day at 8 am, $1,800 in cash was 
missing from the register, offi cers 
stated.

The prowler may have entered 
the business through a hole in the 
wall that allowed access from an 
abandoned building next door, em-
ployees said.

Hungry-man special
An intruder busted into a Colum-

bia Street restaurant through the 
window on Dec. 1, NYPD offi cials 
said.

A witness was passing the eatery 
between Kane and Degraw streets 
at 6:15 am when he heard shattering 
glass and hammering sounds, and 
noticed a brick lying near the res-
taurant, according to cops. He then 
saw a heavyset man climb out of a 
broken window of the restaurant, 
jog away, and make his getaway on 
a nearby B61 bus headed toward 
Downtown, a report states.

The owners of the restaurant 
are working to fi gure out if the tres-
passer swiped anything, offi cers re-
lated.

Hands off the kids
A brute stole a child’s cellphone 

on Baltic Street on Nov. 24, cops 
said.

The 11-year-old boy was between 
Hoyt and Smith streets at 3:10 pm 
when the bully snatched his $50 LG 
cellphone out of his hand, according 
to the authorities.

The galoot then rifl ed through 
the victim’s pockets and demanded 
money, police reported. 

When he turned up no loot, he 
took off with the device down Baltic 
Street toward Hoyt Street, per po-
lice. — Noah Hurowitz

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–BOERUM 

HILL–DOWNTOWN

Bad company
A crook stole $40,000 in cash 

from a family he had been staying 
with for a year when he moved out 
of their Jay Street apartment on 
Nov. 10, according to police.

A 31-year-old resident of the 
apartment between York and 
Front streets said the 48-year-old 
suspect was a family friend and 
had been a longtime house-mate. 

The suspect had started abusing 
alcohol, and the victim asked him 
to move out, according to a re-
port.

After he left, the woman found 
that $40,000 was missing from the 
top drawer of her dresser, the ac-
count states. 

The guy moved out at 3 pm on 
Nov. 10, and could have taken the 
dough anytime after 10 am on Nov. 
5, the woman related.

Train pain
A tough guy stole a man’s wallet 

aboard a 2 train on Nov. 17, accord-
ing to police.

The 64-year-old victim said he 
was riding the train at 5:15 pm when 
a fi end wearing a green jacket, gray 
hat, and sunglasses jammed him 
against the door of the train, fi shed 
around in his pocket, and removed 
his wallet.

The scalawag hopped off the 
train at Clark Street and fl ed, cops 
said. 

The wallet contained $50 in cash, 
an Italian identifi cation card, and a 
debit card, police said.

Tough breakup
A bar patron hit a man in the 

head for trying to break up a fi ght 
between him and his girlfriend in a 
Smith Street watering hole. on Nov. 
23, police said.

The 35-year-old victim said he 
saw the 33-year-old suspect fi ghting 
with his gal pal at 3:30 am inside the 
saloon between Wyckoff and War-
ren streets. 

He was trying to intervene when 
the accused hit him in the head 
with an unknown object, cutting 
him, then took off running, accord-
ing to cops.

Laptop lifted
Someone stole a woman’s laptop 

from her Columbia Heights apart-
ment on Nov. 20, according to the 
authorities.

The 43-year-old victim said she 
left the side door to her apartment 
between Orange and Cranberry 
streets unlocked at 3:15 am, and 
when she checked it at noon the 
door had been opened. 

The crook made off with a laptop, 
police recounted.

Un-secure
A sneak snatched a woman’s wal-

let as she went through security at 
the Municipal Building on Jora-
lemon Street on Nov. 19, law enforce-

ment offi cials stated.
The 55-year-old victim said she 

entered the building between Ad-
ams and Court streets at 10 am, and 
placed her billfold in a basket to be 
scanned. 

When she went to retrieve the 
wallet, it was gone, and with it, $5 
in cash and credit and debit cards, 
cops said.

Auto withdrawal
A bandit burgled a car parked be-

hind MetroTech Center on Nov. 20, 
cops said.

The 25-year-old victim said some-
one informed him that two men were 
inside his car, which was parked on 
Tech Place between Lawrence and 
Bridge streets, at 3:30 am.

He went out to check and discov-
ered his wallet taken, according to 
the NYPD. 

He told offi cers the wallet con-
tained debit and credit cards.

 — Matthew Perlman

90TH PRECINCT
SOUTHSIDE–BUSHWICK

FaceTime
A goon shot a man in the face 

during an argument in an apart-
ment building on Hewes Street on 
Nov. 27, cops said.

The 32-year-old victim said that 
he was in the lobby of the building 
between S. Third and S. Fourth 
streets at 4:58 pm when he got into 
an argument with two guys in the 
hallway and one of them pulled a 
gun and let off a round.

The incident was caught on cam-
era and showed the gunman shoot, 
then grab the shell casing and 
scram, police recounted. The victim 
was taken to Bellevue Medical Cen-
ter in critical condition, according 
to the authorities.

No love
Police arrested a 43-year-old 

man who they say beat his brother 
with a tennis racquet during a fam-
ily dispute on Seigel Street on Nov. 
28.

The victim said he was at the 
apartment he shares with his fa-
ther and brother between Graham 
and Manhattan avenues at 2:50 am 
when an argument turned violent.

His brother beat him on the 
arm with the racquet and punched 
him in the face several times, leav-
ing him banged up and sporting a 
shiner, according to a report.

Police charged the suspect with 
assault.

Fraidy cat
A would-be cat burglar scur-

ried out of the window of a Scholes 
Street home on Nov. 27 when he re-
alized the tenant was inside, offi -
cers said.

The 27-year-old resident of the 
pad between Humboldt Street and 
Bushwick Avenue said he was 
in bed at 2 am when the prowler 
popped his head through the win-
dow.

The intruder and the man stared 
at each other for a moment, then the 
trespasser traipsed off, cops stated. 
As far as the victim could tell, no 
items were stolen, he said.

Rough edge
An argument on Division Ave-

nue on Nov. 30 turned violent when 
a brute beat a man with the butt of a 
knife, a police report relates.

The 42-year-old victim said he 
was in front of a building between 
Berry and Wythe streets at 4 am 
when he got into an argument with 
the fi end.

Amid the shouting, the villain 
pulled the blade and whacked the 
guy on the side of his head with it, 
offi cers said..

94TH PRECINCT
GREENPOINT–NORTHSIDE

Serial outcast
Cops cuffed a young man who 

they say went on a rampage on Bed-
ford Avenue on Nov. 26 that ended 
with him assaulting an offi cer.

The man’s fi rst stop was a piz-
zeria between N. Seventh and N. 
Eighth streets, according to a re-
port. The clerk said that the suspect 
walked into the business at 1:55 am 
and started complaining about the 
seating and service. He then picked 
up a chair and bashed the clerk in 
the head, according to the authori-
ties.

“If you call the police, I will burn 
the place down,” the accused alleg-
edly threatened.

Police say a few minutes later 
the same fellow waltzed into a res-
taurant on N. Eighth Street between 
Bedford Avenue and Berry Street 
and tried to rob the place.

“I am a f------ sniper and this is go-
ing to be the worst day of your life,” 
he supposedly told the staff. “I want 
all the money inside.”

One of the waiters called the 
cops, and offi cers took the man to 
the 94th Precinct on Meserole Av-
enue. There he threw a cop to the 
fl oor, injuring the offi cer’s back and 
neck, police claim. 

The offi cer was taken to Bellevue 
Medical Center and the suspect was 
hit with several charges, including 
assault and attempted robbery. 

— Danielle Furfaro
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Real people answer the phone at a health  
insurance company?  Yeah. When 8-tracks 
make a comeback.
Surprising, but true. Now there’s a different kind of health insurance company. One where real people called CareConnectors  
give you VIP treatment every step of the way. They answer the phones, can make doctors’ appointments for you (on your schedule) 
and help out with billing so you can just focus on getting well and staying that way. Still skeptical?

See for yourself. Call toll-free 855-558-5959. GetCareConnect.com
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN 
AND NOAH HUROWITZ

Demonstrators surged over 
the Manhattan Bridge on Nov. 
25 to protest a grand jury’s 
decision not to charge white 
Ferguson, Missouri police 
offi cer Darren Wilson with 
any crimes for shooting black 
teen Michael Brown dead in 
August.

A thousand protesters 
poured over the roadway of 
the bridge from Manhattan 
around 8:45 pm that night. Po-
lice offi cers turned back an 
earlier attempt to cross the 
Williamsburg Bridge, and one 
 clubbed a reporter for this pa-
per in the stomach in the pro-
cess . A Bronx mom, marching 
towards the head of the crowd 
on the Manhattan-bound 
Manhattan Bridge roadway 
with her 9- and 10-year-old 
daughter and son, said she 
wanted them to grow up in a 
world where Wilson’s actions 
could not go unpunished.

“I’m here because I want 
justice for my kids,” Taisha 

Herrera said.
Most motorists tempo-

rarily stranded on the span 
remained quiet behind the 
wheel, though two got into 
screaming matches with ac-
tivists, while others got out 
of their cars and held their 
hands up in support of the 
chant “Hands up! Don’t 
shoot!” that has become a sig-
nature of Ferguson protests 
nationwide. 

When they reached Flat-
bush Avenue Extension, the 

small group at the head of 
the spread-out procession 
waited on additional march-
ers to swell its ranks. It then 
continued on to the Barclays 
Center, taking up the width of 
the thoroughfare for blocks.  
Upon arriving outside the 
arena, participants sat in the 
roadway at Flatbush Avenue 
and Atlantic Avenue for four 
minutes, in symbolic com-
memoration of the four hours 
Brown’s body lay in the street 
after his death.

The march then continued 
down Flatbush and turned 
onto Park Place into Prospect 
Heights, where rabble-rousers 
shouted “Join us!” to onlook-
ers on their stoops, garnering 
scattered cheers in response. 

Police walked alongside 
this portion of the march 
with their batons drawn, but 
did not respond to copious 
curses directed at them, and 
made no move to curtail the 
protest.

The long walk, fi ve and a 
half miles from the starting 

point at Union Square in Man-
hattan, ended at Fulton Street 
and Nostrand Avenue at 10:45 
pm. There some of the 500 re-
maining protesters delivered 
speeches on a megaphone. 

One Bedford-Stuyvesant 
resident was thrilled to be re-
united with the march after 
breaking off from it earlier in 
the evening.

“I was at a march in lower 
Manhattan, took the subway 
home, and when I got off the 
subway what did I see? An-

other f------ march!” Amir 
Badal said. 

The Trayvon Martin Orga-
nizing Committee organized 
the march.

Police did not arrest any of 
the Brooklyn protesters, ac-
cording to a spokeswoman.

The demonstration fol-
lowed road-blocking civil dis-
obedience on the Brooklyn 
and Manhattan bridges early 
that morning, which also 
went off without arrests, ac-

Protesters fl ood Manhattan Bridge, Flatbush Avenue

AT THE CROSSROADS: Hundreds of demonstrators sat down for four 
minutes of silence at the intersection of Flatbush and Atlantic avenues 
on Nov. 25, protesting the grand jury decision not to indict the police of-
fi cer who killed Ferguson, Missouri teen Michael Brown. 
 Community News Group / Noah Hurowitz

ON THE SCENE: Councilman Ju-
maane Williams attended a Down-
town rally to support protesters 
disappointed with the grand jury 
fi ndings in Ferguson, and to urge 
calm. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

FERGUSON HERE

COMING SOON

718-207-3279 
2950 E, Avenue X, Brooklyn, NY 

VENDORS WANTED
New Merchandise Only

For Indoor Flea Market
4 Foot By 8 Foot Space $40.00 A Day 3 Day Min.

Monthly Rent Is $350.00 For 6 Days A Week
Snack Bar $900.00 A Month To Rent

Indoor Flea Market
(718) 207-3279

HAPPY

HOLIDAYS Jean Danet Pastry
Caffe / Bakery

Specializing in Wedding Cakes, 
Cookies & Pastries

Order All of 
Your Holiday 
Sweets Today

Delicious Cakes
Pastries  Cookie Trays 

Mini Pastry Trays
Fresh Fruit Pies

OUR FAMOUS 
CHEESECAKES

Panettone  Gift Baskets
Marzipan  Quiche

Bush D’Noel Logs  Struffoli
Gingerbread Houses

OPEN 7 DAYS

TOP 
MERCHANT 

AWARD
Restaurant.com

Continued on page 22
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
A police offi cer hit me in the stomach 
with a baton while I was  covering last 
Tuesday night’s Ferguson protests .

On Nov. 24, a Missouri grand jury 
decided not to indict Offi cer Darren 
Wilson for shooting unarmed teen Mi-
chael Brown to death in August, spark-
ing riots in the small Midwestern town 
and protests across the country, in-
cluding some in New York that fanned 
out across the Brooklyn and Manhat-
tan bridges. The next evening, hav-
ing heard protesters would be assem-
bling in Manhattan’s Union Square, I 
headed far afi eld from my Carroll Gar-
dens and Park Slope beat to see what 
would happen.

At 8 pm, an hour into one of the 
many marches that set out in differ-
ent directions across the city, I was 
in a group of a thousand demonstra-
tors as they attempted to swarm up the 
Williamsburg Bridge roadway from 
Delancey Street. A phalanx of police 
ran to wall off the two sides with barri-
cades and I scrambled up onto a three-
foot concrete median beside the bike 
path, following several other reporters 
to get a vantage point for a photo. 

That was when an offi cer shouted 
“stay back!”

Less than a second later, before I 
could react to the command, he banged 
me in the gut with the his baton held 
lengthwise. I recoiled to avoid the 
weapon’s full force, but it had already 
knocked me off my perch.

“I’m press! I’m press!” I yelled as I 
fell backwards to the street.

I landed on both feet, but by the 
time I caught my balance the offi cer 
was gone.

The blow didn’t leave a mark, and 
it was not anywhere near the extreme 
end of the spectrum of NYPD protest 
experiences — I’ve heard of my peers 
spending the night in handcuffs for 
less, and protesters have famously 

been pepper-sprayed and beaten for do-
ing nothing more than standing on a 
sidewalk with a sign — but it is worth 
noting.

I was not wearing an NYPD press 
pass, which offi cers can require to 
cross police lines and enter certain 
NYPD functions, but I wasn’t crossing 
any police lines, either. I was also not 
carrying a sign or wearing, say, a ban-
dana over my face, or doing anything 
to indicate that I was a protester.

I was not entirely surprised, but 
I believe most people expect law en-
forcement agents to give commands 
before they follow them up with force. 
The violation of that expectation, seen 
for example in the police shooting of 
Akai Gurley in a dark East New York 
stairwell on Nov. 20, was what moti-
vated several of the protesters I inter-
viewed to take to the streets.

The baton hit was the only violence 
I saw all night.

AT THE BARRICADES: Police stop a large 
crowd of protesters from crossing the Wil-
liamsburg Bridge into Brooklyn. 
 Community News Group / Noah Hurowitz

REPORTER’S NOTEBOOK:

The source for news
in your neighborhood:

NYPD cop whacked me 
at Ferguson protest



COURIER LIFE, DEC. 5.–11, 201412    DT

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Mourners marched on Dec. 1 at 
a vigil to honor the high-school 
student who died recently in a 
hit-and-run crash in Kensing-
ton.

Carrying pictures of the late 
Mohammed Uddin, the group of 
more than 100 met at E. Seventh 
Street and Caton Avenue, where 
on Nov. 20 the driver of a ma-
roon Chevrolet Impala slammed 
into Uddin in the crosswalk and 
sped off, leaving him to die, ac-
cording to police. Uddin was 14.

Witnesses on the scene took 
down the 78-year-old female mo-
torist’s license plate number, 
and offi cers found her damaged 
vehicle nearby that evening, 
then arrested her for leaving the 
scene of an accident, cops said. 

The suspect remains locked 
up with bail set at $50,000. 

Families remember hit-and-run victim

FALLEN BROTHER: Rabia Sultana speaks during 
the vigil to honor her brother Mohammad Uddin.
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Taken too soon

A Good Plumber Inc.
Phone: 718-648-6838  Fax: 718-646-4659

Agoodplumberny@gmail.com  www.agoodplumber.com
NYC Licensed Master Plumber #1948

When You Need A Good Plumber…Call Us!

718-648-6838

A Good Plumber Inc., with over 20 years of experience 
in the plumbing and heating industry has built our reputation 

on recommendations.
That reputation has grown due to our reliable, honest 

and affordable service. Honesty means never recommending 
work that is unnecessary and giving you an accurate price 

before we do the work…no hidden fees.
At A Good Plumber Inc., we believe customer service 

is about exceeding 
the customer’s expectations before, during, 

and after the job!

Our Professionally Trained, Clean and 
Courteous Staff Can Handle:

Why Choose
“A Good Plumber”?

$25 Off 
Any

Plumbing Job 
With This Ad

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer.

“cake,” is handed off to a private con-
tractor for disposal, in landfi lls and 
in abandoned mines in Pennsylvania. 
The nitrogen-rich liquid, or centrate, 
is eventually released as clean water.

The city used to dump the sludge in 
the ocean, 12 miles offshore, according 
to Arnold, until Congress banned the 
practice in 1988. For many years af-
terwards, the city turned the dried-up 
dung into fertilizer, but it recently de-

cided the effort was too expensive. 
Today, getting rid of the cake costs 

the city $73 to $77 per ton. 
The new boats were partly covered 

by a federal stimulus grant, but the 
cost of wastewater treatment is passed 
on to consumers by way of their water 
bill. 

According to the department’s dep-
uty commissioner for design and con-
struction, the new boats went into ser-
vice just in time.

“We’re getting ready for the busi-
est day of the year,” Vincent Sapienza 
said. “Black Friday.”

Continued from page 3 

SLUDGE BOATS

INTO THE STREET: Mourners march near where a hit-and-run driver killed Mohammad Ud-
din in Kensington on Nov. 20. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit BrooklynDaily.com.



COURIER LIFE, DEC. 5.–11, 2014 13  DT

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
We can only hope the leases in-
clude a side of chicken rings.

A month after the White 
Castle on Metropolitan Av-
enue in Williamsburg closed 
abruptly, a developer has re-
vealed it plans to build an 
eight-story apartment build-
ing in its place. The news was 
not welcomed by a neighbor, 
who said that the area has 
been taxed by new luxury 
housing enough already.

“More apartment build-
ings are the last thing we need 
in this neighborhood,” said 
Carl Sargent, who lives a few 
blocks away. 

The developer  bought the 
land under the fast-food joint 
known for its late hours last 
year . At the time, the eatery’s 
operators said they didn’t 
know when it would close, and 
it fi nally did  without warning 
at the end of September .

The developer Adamamer-

ica plans to build an 81-unit 
complex with retail space on 
the ground fl oor, taking up the 
area currently occupied by 
the fast-food fortress and its 
parking lot. The new building 
is also set to include a gym and 
rooftop access. The developer 
plans to offer one fi fth of the 
apartments for below-market 
rates.

The family-run White Cas-
tle chain, which has been a 
Brooklyn institution since the 

1930s and served as the muse 
for many early Beastie Boys 
songs, opened the little white 

eatery at Humboldt Street in 
1992, but did not own the land 
underneath it.

Williamsburg fast-food joint to become housing

HAROLD AND KUMAR’S NEW DIGS: The former White Castle on Metro-
politan Avenue is set to be demolished to make way for this eight-story 
apartment building. Adamamerica

Home is my White Castle

press charges. At a press con-
ference called last week in re-
sponse to Gurley’s death, Hey-
ward reiterated the demand 
that police stop assigning 
rookie offi cers to do so-called 
“vertical patrols” in public 
housing developments, which 
offi cers were doing when both 
killings occurred. He also re-
stated his opposition to police 
patrolling with their weapons 

drawn, as they were doing in 
both instances. 

In 2004, between Gurley’s 
and Heyward’s death, an of-
fi cer fatally shot Timothy 
Stansbury, Jr. at the Louis 
Armstrong Houses in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, under remarkably 
similar circumstances. At the 
time,  then-police chief Ray 
Kelly said he would review the 
protocol for vertical patrols, 
and Borough President Ad-
ams, then a police lieutenant, 
called for an end to guns-out 
stairwell sweeps .

Protocol then allowed for 
offi cer discretion in choosing 
to pull out a pistol, and it still 
does, Bratton told the Times in 
the wake of the Gurley shoot-
ing.

That is not okay, and inex-
perience and nervousness do 
not excuse Liang’s behavior, 
Heyward said.

“This offi cer should be 
brought up on charges of crim-
inally neglect homicide,” Hey-
ward said. “There is no reason 
to shoot into the darkness. He 
had no idea what he was shoot-

ing at.”
A grand jury declined to 

bring the same charge against 
Offi cer Richard Neri, who shot 
Stansbury dead. 

The most recent death 
came days before a Missouri 
grand jury declined to indict 
Ferguson cop Darren Wilson 
for killing unarmed teen Mi-
chael Brown, sparking pro-
tests nationwide, including 
 a massive, traffi c-stopping 
march down Flatbush Avenue . 
On Wednesday, at press time, 
a Staten Island grand jury de-

clined to indict the offi cer who 
choked Gowanus native Eric 
Garner to death.

It was against the backdrop 
of the looming Ferguson deci-
sion that fi rebrand Assembly-
man Charles Barron (D–East 
New York) organized and a 
press conference in front of the 
District Attorney’s Offi ce. Bar-
ron, in calling for Liang’s pros-
ecution, pointed out that Brat-
ton was police commissioner 
back when Heyward died.

“Bratton is here to protect 
killer cops,” Barron said.

Continued from cover

SHOOTING

*New money only. APY effective November 24, 2014. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred 
from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Great rates like ours don’t grow on trees.

At Flushing Bank, we’re small enough to know you and large enough to provide 
you with the great rates you’re looking for. Hurry, an offer like this can’t last forever. 

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

60-Month CD

2..05%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit

36-Month CD

1.70%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit
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Debra        Rose
luxury bath & body products, candles & room scents
Gift items for men, women, children & the home...

Enjoy the Scents of the Season!

     Beauty                 Essentials 

Get $200 Off for $2000 Spent
Offer expires 12/24/14

Mention or Bring ad

Best Certificate Yields
Looking for 

Best Depositors
Your Savings Federally Insured to $250,000**

13 Month CD

1.20%* APY

For a Limited Time Only

15 Month CD

1.50%* APY

For a Limited Time Only

1750 86th St. · Brooklyn, NY  11214 · 718-680-2121
1609 Ave. Z · Brooklyn, NY  11235 · 718-934-6809

www.brfcu.org
*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice.  For CDs, the rate in effect when you make 
your deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early withdrawal which may reduce earnings.  
Minimum opening balance to earn APYs shown above is $20,000.  For deposits $500 to $19,999 the APY is 
0.25% lower than above.  
**250,000 insurance on IRA accounts.  All other accounts insured to $250,000.  Brooklyn Consumer Federation 
is a sponsor of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union.  Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
A couple of Harlem Globetrotters hit 
the court in a Clinton Hill elementary 
school on Thanksgiving Eve.

The ballplayers showed up to an-
swer a Youtube video made by a cou-
ple of Achievement First Endeavor 
Charter School kids challenging the 
team to a game of Pig, an abbreviated 
version of Horse. The school’s princi-
pal kept the visit a surprise until the 
starting buzzer.

“When the Globetrotters came in, 
the kids just went wild,” principal 
Stephanie Keenoy said. “They were 
all so happy and so excited.”

Globetrotters Hammer Harrison 
and Slick Willie Shaw showed off 
their tricks and took a few shots at the 
basket with some fake turkeys. 

Then they faced off against their 
fourth-grade challengers, though 
Keenoy was uncertain about who ac-
tually won.

No foul, she said, because the real 
reason the Globetrotters came was to 
spread goodwill and to talk with the 
kids about bullying, one of the team’s 
signature issues.

“It was a great way to end school 
before the Thanksgiving holiday,” 
Keenoy said.

Kids face off with Harlem Globetrotters 

SPIN IS IN: Suri McDonald spins two basketballs with help from Harlem Globetrotters Ham-
mer Harrison and Slick Willie Shaw. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Having a ball

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

Brooklyn’s Premier Entertainment Guide
For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer, 

smartphone, or iPad, visit BrooklynDaily.com.
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BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
Iconic New York Daily News 
executive John Campi — a 
marketing genius who en-
riched “New York’s hometown 
newspaper” with clever, blue-
chip campaigns — died of a 
heart attack at a New Jersey 
hospital on Nov. 28. The for-
mer vice president and direc-
tor of promotions was 75.

Campi retired two years 
ago after an illustrious, 50-
year career that delivered 
heartwarming events to New 
Yorkers, including the Brigh-
ton Beach Jubilee, the New 
York Daily News Stickball 
Tournament at MetroTech, 
and the 1986 Daily News Great 
Blimp Race, featuring four hot 
air balloons in a 12-mile aerial 
jaunt along the Hudson River 
to celebrate the Statue of Lib-
erty’s 100th anniversary — all 
of them with Campi cheering 
from the sidelines.

“Anytime we sponsored 
something, John wasn’t only 
behind it, but he went to it,” 
said John Polizano, the cur-
rent senior vice president of 

advertising.
Campi was a visionary who 

built alliances with the city’s 
Dominican, Mexican, Colom-
bian, West Indian, Ecuador-
ean, and other communities, 
and was hailed as advocate of 
the year by the New York City 
Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce. He also traveled to 
Trinidad in the mid-1980s to 
check out the Pan American 
Steel Drum Band and bring it 
to the Big Apple to perform at 
Daily News events, and later 
at Carnegie Hall.

“John was supportive of all 
things Caribbean that were 
newsworthy, whether it was 
a parade, giving out college 
scholarships, or working with 
community organizations,” 
said Jean Alexander, market-
ing director of the West Indian 
American Day Parade, which 
Campi often attended. “He 
was a decision-making person 
who had a decision for you by 
the end of your meeting, and 
you could take his word to the 
bank.”

Other former co-workers 

remembered how he loved a 
challenge. When prominent 
city hospitals balked at en-
dorsing the News’ prostate 
cancer screening program one 
year, Campi brought survi-
vors ex-Mayor Rudy Giuliani 
and baseball great Joe Torre 
on board to help promote the 
life-saving initiative.

“John would say, ‘We’re the 

Daily News, we can make any-
thing happen,’ ” said promo-
tions and community affairs 
manager Brian Adams. “He 
commanded respect, not de-
manded it.”

Campi was among the hon-
orees inducted into the Golden 
Gloves Hall of Fame this 
spring, for rescuing the popu-
lar competition from fi nancial 

ruin in the mid-1980s, and ex-
panding it to include female 
contestants.

“His guiding hand made it 
the world-famous boxing tour-
nament it is today,” said Daily 
News president and editor-in-
chief Colin Myler.

Advertisers were similarly 
impressed by the dentist’s 
son who launched his career 
in the newspaper’s sales unit 
when John F. Kennedy was 
still president, rising steadily 
through the ranks to become 
the man to seal the deal on 
dozens of festivals, carnivals, 
parades, and other spectacles 
that celebrated the Big Ap-
ple’s multiculturalism and at-
tracted critical revenue dol-
lars.

“John was the Daily News,” 
Gary Richard of the P.C. Rich-
ard & Son retail chain told the 
newspaper. “In John’s life, 
there were no obstacles or 
hurdles, he just got it done.”

Guardian Angels founder 
Curtis Sliwa, who met Campi 
after winning the paper’s 

Paper marketing maestro John Campi died of heart attack at age 75

BEST IN THE BIZ: Promotions whiz John Campi helped “New York’s 
hometown newspaper” soar to new heights with exciting, big-money 
campaigns. New York Daily News / John Roca

Daily News PR giant passes

Continued on page 27
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Attention
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Time to add another name to 
the ever-growing list of mu-
sic venues shutting down in 
Brooklyn. 

Goodbye Blue Monday, 
the quirky music and perfor-
mance art venue on Broad-
way in Bushwick, closed down 
on Nov. 30, confi rmed former 
owner Steve Trimboli. 

“I, for one, am both sad-
dened and relieved,” said 
Trimboli, who still assisted in 
some aspects of the business at 

the end. 
Goodbye Blue Monday has 

had a few fi ts and starts in the 
past couple of years. The venue 
 held a series of benefi t shows  
and an online fund-raising 
campaign in early 2013 to pay 
for upgrades to the falling-
apart facility. And the venue 
 announced earlier this year  
that it would close down if it 
did not come up with several 
thousands dollars to pay fi nes 
it owed to the city. 

But news of the closure still 

came as a blow, said one staff 
member.

“The community is going 
to be broken down,” said Good-
bye Blue Monday employee 
Adeline Thery. “It is very sad.” 

The venue was known for 
an open booking policy that 
allowed any band to play and 
for not charging a cover for 
shows. Bands typically passed 
a hat around to raise money for 
shows.  

A notable number of Brook-

Goodbye Blue Monday 
says goodbye once again

PASSING THE HAT ONLY GOES SO FAR: (Left) Music venue Goodbye 
Blue Monday held several days worth of fund-raisers in March so that 
the long-struggling business would not close by the end of the month. 
It worked at the time, but the venue offi cially closed eight months later. 
(Center) The drummer for Space Meow lit up Goodbye Blue Monday back 
in March to help raise money to keep the place open. (Above) Left, Rich 
Taglieri and Carrie Villines sipped some suds during its second-to-last 
closure scare. Photos by Stefano GiovanniniContinued on page 27
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NYC WORKS BETTER PAID SICK LEAVEwith

“My employees are healthier, 
and so is my business.”

Contact 311 or visit nyc.gov/PaidSickLeave for information.

Employers can get the required Notice of Employee Rights and an information 
sheet in multiple languages, Frequently Asked Questions, Sick Leave Timekeeping 
Tools, Event Calendar, and training presentations.

@NYCDCA
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BY MAX JAEGER
Holiday gifts from Manhattan? 
Fuggedaboutit!

Industrious Brooklynites cel-
ebrated their hard work at the 
“Made in Brooklyn Holiday Mar-
ket” in Sunset Park’s Industry 
City on Nov. 22 and 23. About 4,000 
shoppers passed through the gift 
market and perused goods from 40 
borough vendors, according to or-
ganizers with the fi rm Wanted De-
sign. One borough business owner 
who moved manufacturing here 
from abroad said the decision is 
saving lives — bird lives.

“Control of the materials was 
a top issue,” said Angie Yeung, 
whose company Celltei makes pet 
carriers. “Birds are very sensitive 
to toxicity so we need to be really 
careful, and when we did things 
overseas, we did have problems.”

The Brooklyn Chamber of 
Commerce certifi ed Yeung’s busi-
ness as “Brooklyn Made” because 
Celltei fabricates its carriers in 
Williamsburg and most of its eight 
employees live in the borough, she 
said.

The Chamber doles out gold, 
silver, and bronze certifi cations 
to companies based on how much 
of their manufacturing activity 
takes place in the borough.

Another business owner who 
fashions housewares such as 
clocks and mirrors in Williams-
burg said the company keeps it 
local by patronizing suppliers in 
New York state.

“We receive raw parts from 
vendors and assemble and package 
them in our studio,” said Jamie 
Wolfond, of Good Thing. “They’re 
sending us these dirty pieces of 
precut metal, and it’s our job to 
make them into a product here in 
Brooklyn.”

‘Brooklyn-Made’ gets a holiday market

HOMEGROWN HOLIDAY GIFTS: (Above) Saman-
than Anderson refl ects on the many mirrors her 
company Good Thing crafts. (Below) Angie Yeung 
hawks a bird carrier at the Made in Brooklyn hol-
iday market. Unfortunately, the parrot was not 
included. Photos by Jason Speakman
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Meet the Gowanus 
cop of the month

Apply now to join New York City’s  
system of high quality pre-K providers  
for the 2015-16 school year.

Visit schools.nyc.gov/ProvidePrek.

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
The commanding offi cer of 
the 76th police precinct named 
one of his men offi cers of the 
month on Tuesday for gather-
ing the intelligence that  lead to 
the seizure of a pair of heavy-
duty semiautomatic weapons  
in the Gowanus Houses in late 
November.

Capt. Justin Lenz bestowed 
the honor on Sgt. Patrick 
Quigley, thanking him for his 
old-fashioned sleuthing.

“Because of Sgt. Quigley’s 
good work we got some seri-
ous weapons off the street,” 
Lenz said at a 76th Precinct 
Community Council meeting. 
“Great things happen when 
you just take a little time to 
talk to people.”

Cops got word of the guns, 
a 9-mm machine pistol and a 
.40-caliber semiautomatic car-
bine rifl e, after Quigley leaned 
on a suspect facing domes-
tic violence charges, and the 
guy spilled the whereabouts 

of the stash, Lentz said. Police 
grabbed the weapons on Nov. 
20.

No arrest was not made in 
connection with the seizure, 
but Lenz said he’ll take getting 

guns off the street.
“We would always prefer 

to get an arrest, but it’s much 
more important that we get 
our hands on these lethal 
weapons,” he said.

R-E-S-P-E-C-T: Capt. Justin Lenz gives the Cop of the Month plaque 
to Sgt. Patrick Quigley, who helped track down a pair of semiautomatic 
weapons in Gowanus last month. Community News Group / Noah Hurowitz
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BY MAX JAEGER
Call us the borough of church 
break-ins.

Someone has burglar-
ized 11 Brooklyn churches in 
less than a month, police an-
nounced on Nov. 25. The thief 
made quick hits on houses of 
worship in Bay Ridge, Sun-
set Park, and Bensonhurst 
between Oct. 9 and Nov. 8, 
stealing computers and small 
amounts of cash, police said. 
In one of the latest incidents, 
the unholy invader took cash 
meant for the needy.

“The money was taken 
from a children’s offering 
to help folks with train fare. 
It hurt the most vulnerable 
population,” said David Aja-
Sigmon, pastor of the Fourth 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
which the burglar hit on Nov. 
8.

The discovery was a dou-
ble-whammy that left parish-
ioners feeling violated, he 
said.

“It happened on Satur-
day night, and Sunday is our 
big day, so to come in and see 
that someone had broken in 
the night before, we wanted 
to go forward but it added to 
the shock value, and I think, 
more than anything, people 
feel a sense of violation,” Aja-
Sigmon said.

Another priest said the 
break-in was less of a shock in 
what he considers dark days.

“I was somewhat sur-
prised, although not all that 
surprised, because today 
nothing is sacred,” said Msgr. 
John Malone of Saint Anselm 
Roman Catholic Church.

The burglary at Saint 
Anselm will affect its ability 
to minster to the community, 
because the thief stole a lap-
top containing information 
about aid programs and who 
received help from the church, 
Malone said.

“Brother Robert [Duffy] 
had a lot of programs on there, 
and it set him back in having 
to redo certain services,” he 
said.

Aja-Sigmon and Malone 
said the police have been very 
responsive, and they harbor 
no ill will toward the burglar.

“I don’t know what’s going 
on in their hearts, what’s go-
ing on in their minds, what’s 
going on in their lives, but 
there is help out there,” Ma-
lone said.

Police say the burglar 
broke into the following loca-
tions:

• 9 pm on Oct. 9: Nectarios 
Greek Orthodox Church on 
67th Street between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Bay Ridge.

• 3 pm on Oct. 17: Saint 
Mary’s Antiochian Church on 
81st Street between Colonial 
Road and Ridge Boulevard in 
Bay Ridge.

• 9 pm on Oct. 18: Our 
Lady of Angels on 73rd Street 
between Third and Fourth av-
enues in Bay Ridge.

• 2 pm Oct. 19: The As-
sembleia Pentecostal Church 
on 48th Street between Third 
and Fourth avenues in Sunset 
Park.

• 8 pm on Oct. 23: Saint 
Anselm Church’s rectory on 
82nd Street between Third 
and Fourth avenues in Bay 
Ridge.

• 10 pm on Oct. 31: Cath-
olic Brothers Institute Resi-
dence on 73rd Street between 
Third and Fourth avenues in 
Bay Ridge.

• 7:30 pm on Oct. 31: Tian 
Fu United Methodist Church 
on Fourth Avenue between 
45th and 46th streets in Sun-
set Park.

• 9 pm on Nov. 4: Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help on Sixth Av-
enue between 59th and 60th 
streets in Sunset Park.

• 5:30 pm on Nov. 7: Church 
of the Holy Spirit on Bay Park-
way between 81st and 82nd 
streets in Bensonhurst.

• 7 pm on Nov. 8: Fourth 
Avenue Presbyterian Church 
on Fourth Avenue between 
Senator and 68th streets in 

Bay Ridge.
• 10 pm on Nov. 8: Zion Lu-

theran Church on Fourth Av-
enue between 63rd and 64th 
streets in Sunset Park.

The burglar left a jacket at 
Zion Lutheran, police said. 

Law enforcement offi cials 

are asking anyone with infor-
mation about the burglaries 
to call Crime stoppers at (800) 
577–8477, submit online at 
 www.nypdcrimestoppers.com , 
or by text-messaging 274637 
then entering “TIP577.” All 
calls are strictly confi dential.

Burglar hits 11 churches from Bay Ridge to Sunset Park to Bensonhurst

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Police are searching for 
a man who they say has 
been haunting Williams-
burg bars, waiting to grab 
patrons’ unattended bags 
when they’re not looking. 

The sneak has stolen 
purses and bags from pa-
trons in at least four neigh-
borhood watering holes 
since September, according 
to the NYPD. 

The fi rst incident hap-
pened on Sept. 14, when the 
lowlife crept into a bar on 
Meserole Street between 
Bushwick Avenue and Wa-
terbury Street and snatched 
a 23-year-old’s bag, which 
contained an iPhone and 
credit cards, offi cers stated.

Next up the crook fi lched 
a woman’s handbag at Tu-
tu’s, a gastropub on Bogart 

Street at Varet Street, at 3 
am on Oct. 4, when the lady 
went outside to smoke a cig-
arette, cops said. The purse 
contained $30 in cash and a 
handful of credit cards, per 
police.

A Tutu’s manager said 
she and her coworkers are 
upset that someone preyed 
on their customer. Obvi-
ously, there is a step that 
could be taken to prevent a 
repeat, the manager said.

“We would advise any 
patrons to keep their bags 
with them, and we will do 
what we can to make sure 
that does not happen again,” 
Kristina Mecchia said. “It 
is scary and we do not want 
this to happen to anyone.”

The same shady charac-
ter surfaced again at a bar 
on Grand Street between 

Roebling Street and Driggs 
Avenue at 3:30 am on Oct. 
12, according to cops. There 
the fellow stole a purse, and 
with it, its owner’s iPhone 
and a heap of charge cards, 
law enforcement offi cials 
said.

In the fi nal crime, the 
guy skulked around a bar 
on Graham Avenue be-
tween Johnson Avenue and 
Boerum Street at 3:20 am on 
Oct. 19 and snagged a bag 
with cash, credit cards, and 
an iPhone inside, police re-
ported. 

Law enforcement offi -
cials ask people with infor-
mation about the thefts to 
call (800) 577–8477, submit 
tips at www.nypdc rimes top-
pe rs.com, or text-message 
them to 274637, then enter 
“TIP577.”

SERIAL SIN: (Left) Someone stole a laptop computer and a key from Our Lady of Angels Church on Oct. 18. (Right) A burglar struck Saint Anselm on 
Oct. 23, taking a laptop computer one church worker used to administer aid programs to needy locals. Photos by Steve Solomonson

NYPD: Crook steals bar-goers’ purses

‘NOTHING IS SACRED’
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Spike Hill is headed to the great Wil-
liamsburg music-venue strip in the 
sky.

The bar, gallery, and performance 
space at Bedford Avenue and N. Sev-
enth Street, the onetime epicenter of 
Brooklyn indie rock, is closing in De-
cember, an employee confi rmed on 
Nov. 25. The reason, predictably, is 
real estate. 

“The building is under contract,” 
said the worker who answered Spike 
Hill’s phone but would only give his 
name as Ryan. “It is a shame.”

The band Pete Lanctot and the 
Stray Dogs posted on Facebook that 
it would end its residency on Nov. 25 
with a tribute to the bar in advance of 
its supposed Dec. 7 closing.

“Come help us send Spike Hill off in 
style,” the band wrote.

Several other venues have closed or 
announced their impending closure in 
recent months.  Death By Audio  held 

a fi nal blowout show over the week-
end headlined by the cilia-assaulting 
noise-rock band Lightning Bolt. And 
its neighbor  Glasslands is set to close 
at the end of the year . Both were edged 
out to make way for Vice Media to 
build new offi ces.

Williamsburg venue Spike Hill closing 

CONTRACTED OUT: Spike Hill is joining a 
litany of music venues that have closed in 
2014. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Spiked punch! 
the Gothic arch at the 25th Street and 
Fifth Avenue entrance, are already 
city landmarks. 

But the move to recognize the 
whole city of the dead at the munici-
pal level would have been a bureau-
cratic entanglement too far, forcing 
mourning families and maintenance 
crews to face onerous paperwork, ac-
cording to Moylan and the commis-
sion.

“Green-Wood is still a very active 
cemetery and it would be impractical 
for us to have to fi le for permits and 
permissions every time, for instance, 
if we needed to open a grave or install 
a foundation for a memorial,” Moylan 
said.

“A big reason it has languished on 
the list is that burden,” commission 
spokeswoman Damaris Olivo said.

The removal occurred just in 
time for the cemetery to move its of-
fi ce across 25th Street and demolish 
the existing building to make way for 
more tombs in the space-starved com-
plex, according to a DNAinfo  report .

The de-listing came as part of a 
purge that removed 100 sites citywide 
on the commission’s docket, called a 
calendar, from consideration. City 
preservationists fi rst considered the 
graveyard in 1981, and like other de-
calendared sites, it had remained on 
the list despite the fact the commis-
sion had not taken action on it in 
years. Also erased from the running 
were such disparate Brooklyn struc-
tures as the Coney Island Pumping 
Station and the house of Lady Debo-
rah Moody, who founded the town of 
Gravesend in 1643.

A Bay Ridge preservationist said 
the backlogged list of potential land-
marks once saved the neighborhood’s 
historic Farrell House from destruc-
tion.

“It was going for sale and people 
were going to knock it down,” said 
Victoria Hofmo. “We were able to 
save the house because it had been 
calendared. It gave us time.”

The commission put the house 
on its docket in 1980, and it spent 20 
years there with no movement, city 
records show. The home’s owner 
planned to sell the lot to developers 
in 1997, so Hofmo and local preser-
vationists formed the Friends of the 
Farrell House to mount a resistance, 
Hofmo said.

If the home had not been previ-
ously calendared, the push would 
have fallen fl at, because the owner 
could have sold the lot before activ-
ists had time to submit the site for 
landmark consideration and get it on 
the list, Hofmo said.

The city landmarked the struc-
ture in 1999, and a family bought the 
home in 2000, according to property 
records.

Olivo argues that preservationists 
should not fear that the de-listing of 
a site will put in the crosshairs of de-
velopment. The consideration of de-
claring a site a landmark does not af-

ford it indefi nite protection past the 
40 days that the commission has to 
decide following an initial consider-
ation, she said.

“It’s a misconception that these 
sites were protected,” she said.

— with Max Jaeger

Continued from cover

GREEN-WOOD

OPEN SESAME: The Green-Wood Cemetery 
gate on Fort Hamilton Parkway. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

cording to reports.
Police Commissioner William 

Bratton explained the hands-off po-
licing of the un-permitted protests to 
the Associated Press by saying, “as 
long as they remain nonviolent, and 
as long as they don’t engage in issues 
that cause fear or create vandalism, 
we will work with them to allow them 
to demonstrate.”

And between the surges of demon-
strators, at noon, civil rights organi-
zations staged a formal rally in front 
of the federal courthouse facing Cad-
man Plaza. 

About 40 protesters turned out to 
that demonstration, calling on fed-
eral prosecutors to investigate the 
case and bring civil rights charges 
against Wilson.

“Police offi cers need to be held ac-
countable,” said Thomas Kimble, a 
Crown Heights pastor. “If our youth 
get shot down, where is our future?”

The Rev. Al Sharpton’s National 
Action Network organized the dem-
onstration, which also included mem-
bers of New York Communities for 
Change.

Wilson, in newly released grand 
jury testimony, maintained that the 
unarmed Brown trapped him in his 

patrol car and attacked him on Aug. 
9, saying that the 6-foot-4 18-year-old 
“looked like a demon” and made him 
fear for his life. Wilson, also 6-foot-4 
but 50 pounds lighter, described a 
struggle over his gun that he said 
“felt like a 5-year-old holding onto 
Hulk Hogan.” Wilson fi red 12 shots at 
Brown, killing him.

Surveillance video showed Brown 
stealing cigarillos from a convenience 
store and shoving a clerk shortly be-
fore the fatal encounter.

Prosecutor Robert McCulloch 
prefaced the decision not to charge 
Wilson on Monday evening by de-
nouncing social media, journalists, 
and the activists who have made the 
fatal shooting a persistent, national 
issue. 

In an unusual step, McCulloch 
chose to present a litany of evidence 
to the grand jury  rather than recom-
mending an indictment, as prosecu-
tors usually do .

The Ferguson decision comes on 
the heels of police killings closer to 
home, including the  choking death 
of Gowanus native Eric Garner on 
Staten Island , and the shooting of 
Red Hook resident Akai Gurley by 
a rookie cop in the stairwell of an 
East New York public housing devel-
opment last week. On Wednesday, 
just before press time, a grand jury 
declined to charge the offi cer who a 

coroner determined choked Garner 
to death when Garner objected to be-
ing “harassed” as offi cers stopped 
him on suspicion of selling loose 
cigarettes. Police chief Bill Bratton 
described Gurley as a “complete in-
nocent” and his death as an “unfortu-
nate accident.”

Councilman Jumaane Williams 
(D–East Flatbush) appeared at the 
afternoon demonstration last week, 
voicing solidarity with the group’s 
frustration over the Brown decision, 
but also calling for calm in the wake 
of riots in Ferguson the night prior.

“The rallying cry is always go-
ing to be justice and equity,” he said. 
“But we also need to have peaceful 
protests.”

A pair of Brooklyn Law School 
students from Cobble Hill joined the 
activists. They were disappointed in 
the decision, but from a legal perspec-
tive.

“It’s not that he was found inno-
cent,” said Cam Thomas. ”The grand 
jury is saying we shouldn’t even ask 
the question.”

Thomas’s classmate, Ohanes Ka-
layjia, said the problem runs deeper 
than just the legal system.

“An unjust murder has been found 
legal,” he said. “You can look at the 
laws and procedures, but that would 
be ignoring the fact that institutional 
racism exists.”

Continued from page 10 
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With lifetimes of experiences and seemingly 
everything they could ever want or need in 
life already at their disposal, seniors can be 

diffi cult to shop for come the holiday season. Many 
even insist that their family members save their 
money and not buy them anything for the holidays.

But if the thought of Grandma or Grandpa not 
having something to open come the holidays is sim-
ply unacceptable, consider the following gift ideas.

Activity assistance devices
The realities of getting older often mean the 

body slows down and activities may not be as easy 
as they used to be. 

Many active seniors are not ready to live seden-
tary lives, nor should they be forced to do so. Plenty 
of products exist that can make life easier and more 
comfortable for older adults.

Television-amplifying headphones are one prod-

for the special seniors 
in your life

uct that can be a great fi t for seniors, particularly 
those having diffi culty hearing their televisions. 
The headphones amplify the sound of the program-
ming without disturbing others in the room, and 
many such headphones even allow users to mute 
their televisions. 

This feature is perfect for someone who likes to 
watch TV while a spouse is sleeping or reading in 
the same room.

Other devices that can make life easier for se-
niors include magnifying products or bookholders. 
In addition, gel seat cushions can take pressure off 
of the spine in the car or at home. 

Food
Food is always a handy gift because it doesn’t 

Gift Ideas
Continued on page 25
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BY JOANNA R. LEEFER

G etting old! It’s a process that 
no one can escape, yet, it is 
something that most of us 

dread. Many people equate old age 
with loss — loss of social status, 
loss of family and friends, and loss 
of importance. This is particularly 
true in American society, with its 
obsession with youth and beauty. 
The thought of old age brings up 
images of frail individuals sitting 
in wheelchairs, waiting to die.  

Yet, new research is fi nding 
that people 65 years and older do 
not necessarily feel they are “over 
the hill.” In fact, many older peo-
ple feel happier now than they 
did when they were young. They 
report that their lives are more 
satisfying, in spite of disease and 
losses. They are more confi dent 
in their abilities and less encum-
bered with responsibilities. Some 
seniors say the stress is defi nitely 
less since they are no longer sad-
dled with supporting a family or 
holding a full time job. They no lon-
ger feel the pressure of achieving 
goals like they did when they were 
younger. Many achieved what they 
had been striving for and now have 
found new interests in life. 

Karl Pillemer, a well-regarded 

gerontologist and professor of 
Human Development at Cornell 
University, has been studying 
older Americans for more than 25 
years. He has interviewed more 
than 1,200 seniors whom he re-
fers to as “experts” in his study. 
He compiled these interviews in 
his book “30 Lessons for Living: 
Tried and True Advice from the 
Wisest Americans,” published by 
Plume Publishing, 2012. The book 
is fi lled with statements from ac-
tual seniors that defy the attitude 
that older people are unhappy. 

Henry, one expert he inter-
viewed, indicates that at age 82, 
he feels more in control than he 
ever has. After years of design-
ing scientifi c instruments, he now 
spends part of every week volun-
teering for historical societies. 
He admits he is able to “pull to-
gether a lot of strings” that were 
not available to him when he was 
younger and he enjoys offering ad-
vice to the younger associates. 

Another senior, 92-year-old 
Cecilia, reports feeling “much 
clearer now.” She explains that as 
an older person, she is happier. Her 
children are grown and she knows 
that they are now able to “man-
age in their lives” so she doesn’t 

need to worry about them. She de-
scribes feeling a “wholeness, ac-
ceptance, and the ability to enjoy 
small pleasures, despite loss.” 

Ramona, 76-years old, acknowl-
edges she no longer feels that she 
is tied down. 

“You can do as you want to 
do. Take off and go someplace on 
your own, not being tied down 
and what have you,” she says. 

Other interviewees offer simi-
lar insights. They describe feel-
ing unencumbered by work and 
family and are able to look for-
ward to many new situations that 
they haven’t yet experienced that 
bring them pleasure.

Another spokesperson for 
our aging population is Laura 
Carstensen, professor of Psychol-
ogy and Public Policy at Stanford 
University, and the founding di-
rector of the Stanford Center on 
Longevity. Professor Carstensen 
has extensively studied the emo-
tional wellbeing of older people 
and has come up with similar con-
clusions. Her fi ndings reveal that 
older people have accumulated a 
wealth of knowledge and are more 
emotionally stable than younger 
people. In her book “Long Bright 
Future: An Action Plan for a life-
time of Happiness, Health and 
Financial Security,” published 
in 2009 by Broadway Books, she 
refutes several misconceptions 
about aging and explores the posi-
tive aspects of growing old.  

Her fi ndings reveal that older 
people have accumulated a wealth 
of knowledge, expertise, and are 
more emotionally stable than 
younger people. She sites a study 
conducted by the Center for Disease 
Control that asked respondents of 
all ages if they had experience con-
siderable psychological distress in 
the previous week. Younger peo-
ple tended to report signifi cantly 
more stress. 

Professor Carstensen speaks ex-
tensively on this topic. In one pre-
sentation, sponsored by Technology, 
Environment and Design (TED), an 
organization that tapes short, inspir-
ing presentations, she encourages so-
ciety to “embrace what older people 
can offer” and “capitalize on the very 
real strengths of older people.” 

Joanna R. Leefer is a senior care 
advisor/advocate and founder of El-
derCareGiving. She has been work-
ing with seniors and their families 
for 10 years. Her book “Almost Like 
Home: A Family Guide to Navigat-
ing the Nursing Home Maze,” is 
available at http://joannaleefer.
com/book-preview.

Is getting old really so bad?
Many seniors say ‘No!’

T he cold weather 
brings with it a 
season of smiles, 

the fi rst snowfalls and, 
unfortunately, cold and 
fl u outbreaks. While 
everyone else is suffer-
ing, there are ways you 
can make it through the 
season unscathed.

It is estimated that 
a billion people across 
North America will 
succumb to the cold vi-
rus this year, says Med-
line. Considering there 
is no cure for cold and 
fl u viruses, prevention 
remains a person’s best 
option at fending off 
cold and fl u, especially 
for seniors. There are 
different precautions to 
take that can help pro-
tect you against getting 
sick or at least reduce 
the frequency and se-
verity with which cold 
and fl u strikes.

Although there is no 
magic pill to take that 
will prevent you from 
catching a cold or the 
fl u, there are ways to 
improve your odds.

Wash your hands 

the right way. Washing 
your hands frequently 
remains the single-best 
way to keep viruses and 
bacteria that can make 
you sick from infi ltrat-
ing the body. Washing 
your hands for at least 
20 seconds can effec-
tively remove any dirt, 
grime and invisible in-
vaders.

Skip antibacte-

rial products. Because 
colds and the fl u are the 
result of viruses, which 
are different in behav-
ior and structure from 
bacteria, they will not 
be killed off with the 
use of antibacterial 
products. What you 
may succeed in doing 
is killing off any ben-
efi cial bacteria on your 
hands as well as creat-
ing resistant bacteria 
that form with over-use 
of antibiotics and anti-
bacterial products.

Get the fl u shot. 
There is no vaccination 
to prevent the common 
cold, but there are im-
munizations that can 
help reduce your risk 
of getting the fl u or help 
minimize its severity. 
Doctors’ offi ces, clin-
ics, and even pharma-
cies all offer annual fl u 
shots.

Use sanitizer on 

items around the 

house. Surfaces that 
are frequently touched 
should be wiped down 
with a disinfectant 
product. A bleach-and-
water solution is an ef-
fective sanitizer. Sur-
faces to sanitize include 
phones, doorknobs, 
light switches, remote 
controls, computer key-
boards, faucets, toys, 
and countertops.

Avoid sick people.

Since there is no cure for cold and fl u viruses, prevention 
remains a person‚ best option at fending off cold and fl u, 
especially for seniors.

Stay healthy when the 
sick season arrives
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take up much room and 
can be enjoyed at a recipi-
ent’s leisure. Perhaps there 
is something the senior in 
your life used to enjoy as 
a child but now fi nds hard 
to come by. A search of the 
Internet may uncover that 
special treat. 

You may be able to ship a 
specialty soft drink or favor-
ite cookie that is not avail-
able in a nearby store. Oth-
erwise, ask a store manager 
if a particular item that’s 
not in stock in the store can 
be a special order.

Photos
What grandparent does 

not enjoy looking at his or her family 
members? Computer-savvy men and 
women can use photo software to de-
sign personalized photo books, calen-
dars, mugs, and other photo-related 
gifts. Just about anything can be em-
blazoned with a photo, including tote 
bags and pillows. 

Another idea is to collect old pho-
tos and compile a memory book. Scan 
the images so they are preserved digi-
tally and then print out the images in 

a book that includes the family his-
tory.

Time
Seniors who truly do not want or 

need anything probably will likely 
jump at the opportunity to spend time 
with loved ones. Treat a friend or fam-
ily member to a meal out or simply 
spend a few hours chatting at his or 
her home. Sometimes the company of 
a new face and good conversation is 
the ideal gift.  

ELDERCARE TODAY

Continued from page 23

GIFTS

Dr. Thomas Aiello and Dr. Adam Pass have 
combined their practices into a state-of-the-art 
model of 21st century healthcare delivery.

Dr. Aiello is particularly skilled in refractive 
surgery and premium implant cataract 
microsurgery.

Dr. Pass is fellowship trained in neuro-
ophthalmology, performs cataract surgery, 
regularly assists in retinal surgical procedures, 
and enjoys seeing patients in pediatric, adult  
and senior age groups.

Both are board certified by the American Board 
of Ophthalmology and have been recertified.

Adam B. Pass, M.D.
Thomas C. Aiello, M.D

8723 Third Avenue
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11209

718-836-2001
718- 836-1779

OPEN 6 DAYS
Most Health Insurances

Accepted

Board Certified 
Ophthalmologist

Advanced Cataract 
Surgery

Specialists in the 
Diagnosis of Eye 
Diseases

Medicare Accepted

GHI United Healthcare, 
Oxford,BCBS

Emblem, Healthfirst

LASIK Refractive 
Surgery

Open 6 Days/wk

Emergencies accepted 

Full Service Optical   
with a licensed Optician 
is available on premises 
on Mondays and 
Wednesday through 
Saturday.

HOLIDAY LASIK SPECIAL
$1,000 Off the standart rate

when surgery is booked by January 15, 2015
Call to schedule your FREE Consultaion

506 Sixth Street, Brooklyn • 866-84-HEART • www.nym.org

“I was afraid my heart disease
was going to slow me down.”

New York Methodist – Cornell Heart Center

We fixed that.

The specialists at the New York Methodist-Cornell Heart Center provide a full range
of heart care services in the newest, most modern cardiac center in Brooklyn. The
center’s services range from diagnostic procedures and medical and interventional
cardiology to minimally invasive and conventional cardiac surgery – performed by a
team of outstanding physicians, including surgeons from the renowned Weill Cornell
Medical Center at NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital.
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Enrico Ascher, MD

Natalie Marks, MDAnil Hingorani, MD

Advanced Aortic Aneurysm Center
of the Vascular Institute of New York

Established in 1992

 Extraordinary techniques by internationally 
recognized vascular specialists...

Drs. Enrico Ascher, Anil Hingorani and Natalie Marks have introduced 
for the very fi rst time in New York City a minimally invasive tecnnique to repair 

an abdominal aortic aneurysm via a tiny puncture in each groin under local anesthesia. 
Patients may be discharged home the very same day and have supper with the family!

Aortic aneurysms are more common than you think!
They are known to be “silent killers”.

If you are 60 years of age or older you may benefi t 
from a visit to a board certifi ed vascular specialist.

www.VascularNYC.com

Infectious disease pre-
vention begins at home… 
but there’s no need to se-
quester yourself in your 
room until cold and flu 
season passes by, or to 
purchase a “hazmat” suit. 
Unfortunately, too many 
New Yorkers are cur-
rently forgoing the basic 
precau¬tions and health 
hygiene habits that mini-
mize the risk of contract-
ing and spreading infec-
tious diseases. 

“We live in one of the 
most densely populated 
areas in America, so New 
Yorkers owe it to each 
other to safeguard against 
the spread of infectious 
disease,” said Steven 
Colby, M.D., chief of in-
fectious diseases at New 
York Methodist Hospital. 

“For example, the grow-
ing number of parents 
who choose to deny their 
children routine vaccines 
for hepatitis B, diphtheria, 

tetanus, pertussis (whoop-
ing cough), polio, and 
mea¬sles, mumps, and ru-
bella, based on unsubstan-
tiated myths, conspiracy 

theories, and debunked 
research, pose an unnec-
essary (and in some cases, 
life-threat¬ening) risk 
to their children and the 
children of others. Keep-
ing current on those vac-
cines is a must. 

“In addition, a crucial, 
day to day health habit 
that shouldn’t be ignored 
by either children or 
adults is to wash hands of-
ten, and always use soap 
to do it. Eighty percent of 
all infectious diseases are 
spread via the hands. Al-
cohol-based hand sanitiz-
ers will ‘work’ in a pinch, 
but are not as effective as 
soap and water, and can-
not kill germs or viruses 
that are in dirt, blood, or 
other visible material.” 

Other ways to stop the 

spread of infection include 
avoiding close contact with 
those who are ill; resisting 
any tendency to touch your 
eyes, nose or mouth with 
unclean hands; cleaning 
surfaces that are exposed 
to dirt or bacteria regu-
larly; and promptly visit-
ing a phy¬sician as soon 
as an illness starts. 

“New York City is the 
‘City that Never Sleeps,’ 
but infectious diseases 
should not be the reason 
that we are kept awake,” 
said Dr. Colby. 

A wide range of inpa-
tient and outpatient medi-
cal services are available 
at New York Methodist 
Hospital. For a referral 
to an affiliated physician, 
call (718) 499-CARE (718)-
499-2273.

Infectious disease prevention tips from 
New York Methodist Hospital
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Lifeguards  
Wanted

*Outside NYC call (212) NEW-YORK.  
NYC Parks is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Take the lifeguard qualifying test 
and make a splash by becoming 
a NYC Parks lifeguard!

Abraham Lincoln High School, 2800 Ocean Parkway 
Dec. 17: 5:00-7:00 p.m. 
Jan. 9: 5:00-7:00 p.m.

Bushwick High School, 400 Irving Ave. 
Dec. 11: 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
Dec. 18: 6:00-8:00 p.m.

Fort Hamilton High School, 8301 Shore Road  
Jan. 4: 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Jan. 11: 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

James Madison High School, 3787 Bedford Ave. 
Dec. 13: 7:00-9:00 a.m. 
Dec. 20: 7:00-9:00 a.m.

Metropolitan Pool & Fitness Center, 261 Bedford Ave. 
Dec. 10: 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
Dec. 23: 6:00-8:00 p.m.

New Utrecht High School, 1601 80th St. 
Dec. 12: 3:30-5:30 p.m. 
Dec. 19: 3:30-5:30 p.m.

Visit www.nyc.gov/parks or call 311* for additional dates and 
locations for qualifying tests. Men and women ages 16 and up. 
Paid training if hired. Full-time seasonal work at City beaches 
and pools. Minimum starting salary approx. $13.50/hour.

“Newspaperboy of the Year” award in 
1969, worked with him for 10 years on 
the annual “Stickball Classic” benefi t 
for the Police Athletic League.

“He could deal with the average 
man or woman, and deal with the bar-
ons of a Fortune 500 company,” Sliwa 
said.

Campi’s high standards also in-
spired underlings.

“John always came to work dressed 
to the nines,” said Yvette Reyes, who 
was his assistant in the mid-1990s. “He 
was an elegant man.”

“He did things right,” added 
Griselda Garcia, his personal assistant 
of 11 years. “Every day was a learning 
experience for me because John was 

committed 100 percent to the job.”
Campi’s love of pranks was the 

stuff of offi ce legend, said Polizano. 
He recalled how the good-humored 
bigwig pulled a fast one on former co-
publisher Fred Drasner when Drasner 
began appearing in television com-
mercials depicting the Daily News 
as a slick, urban tabloid and Long Is-
land-based rival Newsday as a country 
bumpkin, complete with city scenes 
and barnyard animals.

“One holiday, John actually had a 
cow brought up to Fred as a gift,” Poli-
zano laughed. 

John Campi is survived by his wife, 
Rosemarie; children John, Joseph, and 
Lisa; and grandchildren Erin, Joseph, 
Andrew, Jack, and Harrison. He was 
cremated, and a funeral Mass was held 
at Saint Therese Church in Cresskill, 
New Jersey.

Continued from page 15 

CAMPI

lyn music venues have gone — or at least 
announced they are going — the way of 
the dodo in the past several months. 
Those closures including  Death By Au-
dio ,  Glasslands ,  Public Assembly , and 
 Spike Hill . 

“New York is making it impossible 
now for anyone to make a buck doing 
anything creative,” said Trimboli, who 
said the landlord approached the cur-
rent owner with a new lease where the 
rent was tripled. “I am sure that sports 
bars or bars that only have cover bands 

will stay open forever.”
Artists and musicians say they are 

disgusted at the rate at which venues 
are being pushed out. 

“If New York City wants to become 
an occupied territory for the wealthy 
only, by all means, let’s just admit it and 
stop pretending already,” said Rachel 
Eisley, founder of Teleportation Arts, 
a multi-disciplinary art collective that 
operated out of a loft a few doors down 
from Goodbye Blue Monday until the 
landlord found a higher paying ten-
ant. “Good luck with further gentrifi -
cation at such a pace. Once the artists 
are forced out, we will not be paving the 
way for you anymore.”

Continued from page 16 

BLUE MONDAY

VISIT SAFERCAR.GOV/THERIGHTSEAT
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ̂ Slight 
h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, 
tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ^Slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

A Lot of Luxury

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

2011 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
SPORT HSE

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #6400. 
43k miles. 

$39,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #8199. 
4k miles. 

 2013 MERCEDES S65AMG
$119,000

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3881. 
18k miles. 

2013 BMW 328i xDrive
$24,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 17K miles, stk 
#6101. TMU.

GL450
$32,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

G37
AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7774. 
8k miles. 

2012 INFINITI

$19,595
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES
Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 44K, Stk 
#8159.

GLK350
$19,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3824. 
14k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

2011 MERCEDES C300^

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 INFINITI M37
$22,995

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1237. 
27k miles. 

2011 MERCEDES E350
$22,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1318. 
15k miles.

MDX2011 ACURA

$21,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, 
p/s. Stk #1321. 48k 
miles. 

2011 MERCEDES ML350
$21,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5589. 
25k miles.

CAMARO2014 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #6879. 15k 
miles. 

$16,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2013 ACURA

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7918. 
17k miles. 

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

TL

CORVETTE2013 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #9700. 34k 
miles. 

$33,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity 
of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not 
responsible for excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2012 Ford Fusion, 27k 1880 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515 $8,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 20k 1226 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766For Complimentary Pick Up

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND 
RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT 

SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $14,888 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995

1%
 IS ALL YOU PAY TO DRIVE AW

AY! W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  
EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! EASY FINANCING! ††20
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ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

$103BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 2595, 35k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

$139BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 42k miles, Stk#10534

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$15,995

'11 MERCEDES E350

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1318

$22,888
'14 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

$22,995

'11 MERCEDES C300^
$18,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 14k miles, Stk#3824

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

$21,888
'11 MERCEDES ML-350

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk# 5589, 25k mi.

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#6879

$10,995
'12 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#1404

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$13,995
'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1034

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$21,995
'11 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$16,900
'12 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595



COURIER LIFE, DEC. 5.–11, 201430    DT

Protesters, including moms 

with young children, stormed 

the Manhattan Bridge on 

Nov. 25 to condemn a grand 

jury’s decision not to indict 

a white cop for the shooting 

death of an unarmed black 

teen in Ferguson, Missouri 

(“Ferguson here: Protesters 

fl ood Manhattan Bridge, 

Flatbush Avenue,” Nov. 26).

Around 1,000 demonstra-

tors crossed into Brooklyn 

chanting “Hands up! Don’t 

shoot!” in what has become 

a national symbol of the Au-

gust incident where Offi cer 

Darren Wilson killed Mi-

chael Brown for allegedly 

attacking him. The demon-

strators made their way to 

Barclays Center and further 

into Prospect Heights. They 

were fl anked by cops who 

didn’t quell the demonstra-

tion, but one of whom at one 

point whacked our reporter 

in the stomach with a ba-

ton.

Readers took the debate on-

line.

Michael Brown may not have 
been a savory character, but did he 
really deserve to die? The prosecu-
tion was never interested in going 
to trial. Wish there would have been 
a trial to determine the cop’s verac-
ity. If there was a trial and he was 
acquitted, at least the cop’s truthful-
ness would have been tested. 
 Bkmanhatman from Nubrucklyn 

That’s what happens when you 
physically assault an armed police 
offi cer. Homey from Crooklyn

You try and take a cop’s gun, you 
are basically a complete threat to 
society. Robbing a store also makes 
you a threat to society, but trying 
to take a cop’s gun is a much bigger 

action. Ideally you will be arrested, 
but there is a strong chance you will 
get shot and killed in the process. 

The crazy party of this is if Brown 
just kept running he would be alive 
today, but for some crazy reason he 
then decides to charge the cop.
 It’s simple from Greenpoint 

All sympathy for protesters evap-
orated when they started burning 
American fl ags while burning down 
Ferguson. John from Bushwick  

He managed to rob a store with-
out a weapon. He attacked a person 
of authority sitting in a car, who be-
came aware of the robbery mid-as-
sault. He did not comply, until death, 
according to some witnesses. As 
for the cop, have you read the testi-
mony? It’s believable. They have the 
right to shoot under certain deter-
mining circumstances. 
 My thug love died a while ago

No, Darren Wilson’s testimony is 
not believable. It would have never 
held up under any sort of cross-ex-
amination. But we’ll never have a 
trial with a cross-examination of 
witnesses. Homey, getting slaugh-
tered by a cop happens whether you 
“assault” a cop or not. You could just 
be trying to take the stairs and you 
get gunned down. 

Cops do not need a reason to mur-
der people and they do not use rea-
sons to murder people, but they will 
grasp onto reasons after the fact.
 Mike from Williamsburg 

Protesters are a lynch mob who 
want Wilson’s blood. When the evi-
dence does not add up, and you still 
want to punish him based on feel-
ings not facts, you are part of a lynch 
mob. Rufus Leaking from BH 

Who’s paying for all the protest-
ing damage? Phile from Winsour 

Darren Wilson was not cleared. 
He did not have a trial. You cannot be 
cleared without a trial. When there 
are confl icting statements, there is 
supposed to be a trial. Witnesses are 
examined and cross-examined. That 
did not happen. The 14th Amend-
ment guarantees us equal protec-
tion under the law. 

Mike Brown’s death was a homi-
cide according to the medical exam-
iner. The judicial process is there to 
determine if it was justifi able homi-
cide, manslaughter, or murder. And 

ordinarily, the person who commit-
ted the homicide will be indicted and 
there will be a trial to weigh the evi-
dence, and arguments to determine 
that. But that didn’t happen here! 
The district attorney changed the 
process to avoid an indictment and 
a trial. He gave way more weight to 
opposing witness accounts than he 
ordinarily does or any district attor-
ney ordinarily does. 

Changing the process like this 
robs Michael Brown of his right 
to equal protection under the law. 
When other people are killed, the ju-
dicial system works in a completely 
different way than it did for Michael 
Brown. Mike from Williamsburg 

An indictment of manslaughter 
or similar seems to be appropriate. 
This should have gone to trial. Yes, 
innocent until proven guilty. But de-
termined at trial, with cross-exami-
nation, not just a biased presentation 
of the evidence by a prosecutor’s of-
fi ce that didn’t want it to go to trial. 
This grand jury and the prosecutor’s 
painful softball approach (ensuring 
no indictment) was a shameful epi-
sode. McCulloch’s indictment record 
in grand jury is 0–5. Hmmmm. 

The other time homicide works 
differently, at least in New York City, 
is if someone is killed by a driver 
in a car. In those cases, the “trial” 
ends with the NYPD, which usually 
takes very little effort to collect evi-
dence, immediately blames the vic-
tim, and issues a “no criminality” 
statement (which I used to think was 
a judgement reserved to the courts). 
The only reason I bring this up is to 
suggest that perhaps, just perhaps, 
many police aren’t very good at their 
jobs. They actually don’t get the pur-
pose or reason for their job. And the 
policing “structure” may be rotten 
to the core with complacency and 
other less-than-admirable qualities. 
I’m trying to avoid the word corrup-
tion, but… 

There are so many instances of 
how police offi cers act like they’re 
untouchable or special when not in 
uniform (all those “perks” they feel 
entitled to have). It’s not surpris-
ing that the above-the-law attitude 
creeps into their uniformed life. 
This is the defi nition of corruption. 
You don’t need to receive envelopes 
of cash to be a corrupt cop! Also all 
of this is not surprising when the po-
lice departments around the coun-
try — and very much including 
the NYPD — have become closer to 

paramilitary forces that perceive 
themselves as law givers, swooping 
down from the outside, rather than 
members of the community they are 
serving.  
 Ty from Prospect Park South 

Put the efforts into protecting 
non-thugs and the police that risk 
their lives doing so every day and 
have to get grief on top of it. Imag-
ine if non-black minorities burned 
down black minorities’ homes and 
businesses when things didn’t go 
their way! This is a step backwards 
for my black brothers and sisters. 

This behavior does nothing but 
bad for us people. We need to think 
about the damage we’re doing not 
only ourselves, but all the others 
that we’ve made suffer that had 
nothing to do with any of this, living 
their lives like us.  
 Non-thug from Brooklyn 

‘Transparent’ view
To the editor,

The Pierhouse development proj-
ect at Brooklyn Bridge Park ( “Battle 
of the bulkhead: Brooklyn Bridge 
Park hotel’s bar, machinery blocks 
view,”  online Nov. 17) underwent a 
robust and transparent public de-
sign review process involving a se-
ries of public meetings dating back 
to 2011. Throughout the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Corporation made clear 
that it would permit building-height 
alterations allowed by zoning regu-
lation.

Following Hurricane Sandy, in 
response to changes in the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency’s 
100-year fl ood plain elevations and 
the New York City building code, 
it became necessary to move ad-
ditional mechanicals and newly 
mandated backup equipment to the 
bulkhead on the roof. The building 
under construction today, including 
the bulkhead, is consistent with the 
designs that were presented to the 
community to favorable response in 
September 2013. 

Additionally some have incor-
rectly suggested that Pierhouse, 
which occupies the former site of the 
dilapidated cold storage warehouses, 
contravenes the Special Scenic View 
District protected in the city’s zon-
ing resolution. At no point does Pier-
house pierce the view plane. 

Regina Myer

The writer is president of the 
Brooklyn Bridge Park Corporation.

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve 
the right to edit all correspondence, 
which becomes the property of 
Courier Life Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Ferguson protests come to Brooklyn
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CALL BEFORE DECEMBER 31ST!

SPECIAL OFFER!

1-877-844-9204
CALL FOR YOUR 

FREE WINDOW DIAGNOSIS 

To help make homes more energy-
efficient, comfortable and maintenance 
free, we’re offering this discount now, 
before the cold weather is here. Buy one 
window—ANY SIZE— and your next 
window is 50% off!1

�  EVERY double hung window
�  EVERY casement window
�  EVERY gliding window
�  EVERY specialty window

Offer only available as part of our Instant Product Rewards Plan.

FOR 1 YEAR
MONEY DOWN

$0 0
PAYMENTS

0%
INTEREST

50% OFF1

BUY 1 WINDOW 
GET 1 WINDOW WITH

BUY 1 WINDOW
GET 1 WINDOW 50%  

OFF1

Why can’t you buy our windows 
from stores or contractors? 
We take great pride in custom-building 
our windows, so we won’t let just 
anyone sell or install them. We take 
care of the entire process: only we sell, 
build, install and warrant our windows.

How much stronger is our 
window material compared  
to vinyl? 
Our Fibrex material is twice as strong 
as vinyl, and—unlike wood—requires 
virtually no maintenance*.

How are we able to install 
windows in just one day? 
Our teams of installers are 
exceptionally trained, tested, and 
skilled. This is why most installations—
including the clean up—are completed 
in just one day.
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LATE PAGE

Okay, we can do a lot with 
our smartphones, but can we 
control the temperature of the 
shower?

Yes, we can. 
Kitchen and Bath Gallery 

of Brooklyn explains how. It’s 
the one-stop shop for every-
thing you need to modernize 
the two busiest rooms of your 
household.   

“Electronics is very big 
now,” says Tom Acquavella, di-
rector of Sales and Marketing 
for Solco Plumbing Supplies, 
parent company of Kitchen 
and Bath Gallery of Brooklyn. 
Whether you’re putting a bath-
room in a new home or remod-
eling an old one, it’s now pos-
sible to set things up so that 
preferences are programmed. 
A touch of your cellphone of-
fers this control, as does other 
advanced systems. 

For example, say you pre-
fer a hot shower, but someone 
else in the household likes 
the temperature to be cooler. 
These preferences can be au-
tomated so that by pressing 
button number one, the water 
temperature is just the way 
you like it. Then, when button 
number two is touched, the 
temperature is just the way 
your spouse likes it. There’s 
no more fussing with knobs, 
no more accidently burning 
yourself. You step into the 
shower, and like Goldilocks, 
everything is “just right.”

The shop carries a line of 
Delta hand showers that con-
tain digital temperature dis-
plays, too.  

“It’s great for washing the 
kids,” says Acquavella. “No 
worries about being too hot or 
too cold.”    

Browsing the 4,000-square 
foot showroom opens a world 
of possibilities. Imagine up-
dating your medicine cabinet 
to one with a built-in televi-
sion, something you may have 
seen at hotels. It’s now pos-
sible to install them in your 
home. Likewise, televisions 
and stereos can be built into 
whirlpool tubs.

There are faucets with ev-
ery type of handle and spout 
you can imagine, and others 
you might have never envi-
sioned. Some of these have 
electronic technology dis-
plays. Others are works of art 
— ceramic glass, customized 
patterns, hand-blown glass. 
Sinks designed like bowls 
have become very popular. In-

stalling one of these in your 
home can heighten its beauty. 

Vanities may be created 
with custom glass inlays. 
Sides can be ordered in differ-
ent styles and designs. There 
are a variety of finishes. No 
more are bathroom vanities 
restricted to one color or one 
style. 

Join the efforts to conserve 
water by purchasing a low-
flush toilet that uses signifi-
cantly less water. It will still 
get the job done.

“We can spend hours work-
ing on a project with you,” 
says Acquavella. The com-
pany will outline everything 
you need, including handling 
plumbing needs. After all, the 
parent company, Solco Plumb-
ing Supplies, has been in busi-
ness since 1960. 

“Solco proudly distributes 
domestically manufactured 
products whenever possible. 
Our faith in the quality of 
American manufacturing 
has been our mantra,” he 
says. “Today, 90 percent of 
our inventory is produced in 
America. We challenge any 
other plumbing products’ dis-
tributor in the United States to 
equal that percentage.” 

Kohler is one of the most 
recognized brands in the busi-
ness, and Kitchen and Bath 
Gallery of Brooklyn is the only 
Kohler premier showroom in 
the borough, says Acquavella. 
It had to meet stringent re-
quirements to earn that privi-
leged status.  

“It’s the result of meeting 
the high quality and product 
presentation standards set 

by the Kohler Company,” he 
says.

It took nearly a year to 
complete the showroom, and 
the design encompasses the 
feel of the neighborhood, with 
its open-air, lofty decor. 

“It creates a shopping at-
mosphere that is very comfort-
able,” he says. The sales staff 
has about 40 years of combined 
service in the industry. “They 
really know what they are do-
ing,” says Acquavella.

The choices may be limit-
less, but if your budget is not, 
know that Kitchen and Bath 
Gallery of Brooklyn can ac-
commodate all price ranges 
and styles. 

“We carry extremely high-
quality basic and luxury 
products,” says Acquavella. 
“There’s something for every 

taste and budget.”
The company encourages 

people to come down to the 
showroom to see all that it of-
fers.  Materials are supplied 
to individuals, plumbers, con-
tractors, designers, and archi-
tects.  

You don’t have to know 
what you want before you get 
there, because you may find 
something you didn’t know 
existed. 

“Come in with your 
dreams, and we’ll make them 
come true,” he says..  

Kitchen and Bath Gallery 
of Brooklyn [299 Atlantic Ave. 
between Smith and Hoyt streets 
in Boerum Hill, (718) 259–8010, 
www.kbgbrooklyn.com, www.
solco.com]. Open Mondays 
through Fridays, 9 am–5 pm, 
and Saturdays, 10 am–3 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Step your home up a notch with Kitchen & Bath Gallery 
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Christmas cheer: Clara will be charmed by the Nutcracker Prince one last time at the American Ballet Theatre’s fifth and final season of the seasonal ballet at the Brooklyn Academy of Music. Photo by Gene Schiavone
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By Vanessa Ogle

Aw, nuts! 
The American Ballet Theatre is 

performing “The Nutcracker” for 
its fifth and final season at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music, kicking off its last 
string of 13 performances on Dec. 12. The 
company is taking its Christmas show 
to California next year, so this is your 
last chance to catch a performance that 
is truly a dance-step above the others in 
town — at least according to the troupe’s 
chief executive officer. 

“This is a completely new,” said 
American Ballet Theatre chief executive 

officer Rachel Moore, explaining that cho-
reographer Alexei Ratmansky ditched the 
ballet’s traditional moves. “He re-choreo-
graphed every single step in the ballet.”

Over 100 dancers will perform the dar-
ing — and sometimes dark — dances that 
center around Clara and the Nutcracker 
Prince. But Moore said the show truly 
comes to life through the dizzying array of 
dancers who shimmy and sway onstage.  

“What makes it different is you have 
all these girls who are snowflakes — they 
act like a character,” said Moore. “They 
are scary and formidable.”

But the acts aren’t too creepy — the 

show is very family-friendly, according to 
Moore, who said kids as young as 4 can 
attend as long as their parents think they 
won’t crack during the nearly two-hour 
show. She said one of her favorite charac-
ters should have kids grinning all night.  

“I absolutely love the baby mouse, 
which is a character that shows up through-
out the ballet,” she said. “He is a young 
dancer — kids really identify with having 
a kids’ character on stage.”

The company will start performing 
at California’s Segerstrom Center next 
December and Moore claimed the move 
is a logical expansion for the troupe — 

not a dis to the borough. 
“We’re America’s national ballet com-

pany and we were given the opportunity 
to truly become bicoastal,” said Moore, 
adding that the company is also opening a 
school in California. “We’re really trying 
to establish ourselves on both coasts — it 
is not that we didn’t love Brooklyn.”

American Ballet Theatre’s “The 
Nutcracker” at the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music, Howard Gilman Opera House [30 
Lafayette Ave. between Ashland Place and 
St. Felix Street in Fort Greene, (718) 636–
4100, www.bam.org]. Dec. 12–14 and 16–21 
at various times. Tickets start at $20. 

American Ballet Theatre performs its final ‘Nutcracker’ at BAM

One last crack
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By Matthew Perlman

What is better than receiv-
ing a new book for 
Christmas? Getting an 

old book!
The third annual Brooklyn 

Holiday Book Fair is coming to 
the Old Stone House in Park Slope 
on Dec. 6, giving gift-shoppers a 
chance to check out rare, vintage, 
and used books from 11 different 
Brooklyn dealers under one roof. 
The fair’s founder said the book 
culture here in Kings County is 
vibrant, but she wants to see more 
attention paid to publications from 
the past.

“In Brooklyn it feels like there’s 
so much momentum behind literary 
culture,” said Heather O’Donnell. 
“But there was no tradition of this 
kind of rare book fair here.”

O’Donnell started her book-
selling business, Honey and Wax 
Booksellers, in 2011. She keeps a 
book room in Gowanus, but with-
out a storefront, O’Donnell said 
she wanted to find a way to show 
people what she has to offer. So she 
started the fair in 2012.

“I thought it would be good 
to get my books out in front of 
people,” she said.

The draw for rare books lies 
in the story behind them as much 
as the stories they contain, said 

Stephanie Valdez, who owns 
Terrace Books, which will be sell-
ing at the fair.

“They’re not only chosen for 
their content, but for the special-
ness of the edition,” she said. “And 
they usually have a story.”

One of the books Valdez has 
up for sale is a first edition of 
“Stoner,” a 1965 novel by John 
Williams. After the book’s original 
publication, it nearly disappeared 
completely and was not printed 
again until the early 2000s. Since 
then, it has become a commercial 
success and garnered high praise 
from the big-name authors and 
literary critics. 

O’Donnell will be hawking an 
original edition of Virginia Wolfe’s 
writing diary, which was owned by 
Wolfe’s sister Vanessa Bell. It takes 
on another layer of importance 
because Bell designed the book’s 
original dust jacket, O’Donnell 
explained.

“It’s like walking into a 
Victorian book shop and picking 
up a copy of ‘On the Origin of 
Species’ and seeing it how people 
saw it back then,” she said.

This year’s fair will also include 
a book signing with Maira Kalman, 
the author and illustrator of “My 
Favorite Things.” Fittingly, her 
book explores the significance of 

objects in people’s lives. There will 
also be a book-binding demonstra-
tion run by Faenwyl Bindery.

It might take some digging to 
find what you are looking for, 
Valdez said, but the reward for 
your efforts can be priceless.

“Having a beautiful edition of 

your favorite book is a special 
experience,” she said.

Brooklyn Holiday Book Fair at 
the Old Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (917) 974–2420, 
www.theoldstonehouse.org]. Dec. 6 
from 11 am–5 pm. Free.

By Vanessa Ogle

The jolly old man with a festive, fur-lined red 
suit and bushy beard is coming to town — but 
don’t call him Santa Claus. 

Sinterklaas — the Netherlands’ version of the 
woolly-chinned guy that brings the presents — will 
be at the Wyckoff House Museum in Canarsie on 
Dec. 6 to celebrate St. Nicholas Day. Kids can ring in 
the holidays with Dutch traditions that have become 
synonymous with Christmas — making stockings, 
eating treats, and dubbing each other naughty or 
nice. And they will probably find the experience 
quite familiar, said a museum employee. 

“Many people argue the American Santa Claus 
traditions we have come from Sinterklaas,” said 
Melissa Branfman, the museum’s director of educa-
tion. 

The family-friendly festivities will also feature 
cultural crafts such as clog-decorating and colonial 
games. But Branfman said the day is really all about 
the arrival of Sinterklaas, who usually comes to the 
celebration perched upon his harnessed helper. 

“He comes in on the horse and the kids are wel-
come to feed the horse carrots or hay,” she said, adding 
that children in the Netherlands often leave treats for 
Sinterklaas’s sidekick as kids in the US do for Santa’s 
reindeers. “Dutch children would leave out their shoe 

with carrots, sugar cubes, or hay for the horse.”
Youngsters at the celebration will also get to snack 

on traditional treats, including speculoos — a spiced 
cookie — and hot cider.

Families from the Netherlands are regulars at the 
celebration, said Branfman, but Brooklynites from all 
different backgrounds are welcome.

“While it is a Dutch tradition, the Dutch spread it 
all over the world,” she said. 

St. Nicholas Day at the Wyckoff House Museum 
[5816 Clarendon Rd. between E. 58th Street and Ralph 
Avenue in Canarsie, (718) 629–5400 www.wyckoffmu-
seum.org]. Dec. 6 at 1 pm. $5, $3 kids 2–10, free for 
kids under 2. 

Park Slope book fair offers rare, vintage titles

Christmas cheers: Sinterklaas is similar to Santa Claus, but has a staff and a lower  
Body Mass Index. Melissa Branfman

Give a hoot, read a book: Terrace Books owner Stephanie Valdez with a first edi-
tion copy of “Stoner” by John Williams, which will be up for grabs at the Brooklyn 
Holiday Book Fair. Photo by Cate Dingley

SHELF LIFE

Sinterklaas is coming to town!

The perfect gift: A rare collection of childrens books on display in Terrace Books, 
which will be on sale at the Holiday Book Fair. Photo by Cate Dingley

Horsing around: Sinterklaas — the Dutch St. Nicholas — 
rides his trusty steed to the Wyckoff House Musem. 
 Melissa Branfman
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                         SEASON’S               EATINGS              

Hinsch’s Traditional
Holiday Themed Chocolates 

Have Arrived!
Purchase Your Chocolates Today

SHOP LOCAL...

  SERVING:
 Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner Daily
 Fresh baked desserts from our local bakeries 
 Homemade Ice Cream 
 Chocolates for All Occassions

8518 5th Ave., Bay Ridge  855-HINSCHS (1-855-446-7247)

OPEN 
7 DAYS 24/7

FREE
DELIVERY

Major 
credit cards  

accepted www.IloveHinschs.com

Take a break from your holiday shopping...

Celebrate New Years at:

 New Years Menu
$100 Six Courses For 9pm Seating

Amuse Bouche – Goat cheese mousse, roasted beet,
                                         beet vinaigrette, lemongrass oil
 Appetizers – Stuffed arancini with beef and mozzarella
 Fritti Misti – Tempura battered calamari, shrimp, and 
                               sardines served with salsa rosa
 Salad – Caprese: burrata foam, heirloom tomato, micro basil
 Pasta 
 Entrée – Filet mignon with truffle parsnip puree, Brussel sprouts
                     with guanciale and maple syrup, red wine demi
           Swordfish steak with warm orzo salad and salmoriglio sauce
 Dessert – Sicilian Cassata cake with mint gelato
  *Includes unlimited house brand cocktails, Italian beer & house wine: Kids Menu available for $30

Earlier seatings also available from 5:30-7:15 – 4 Course $65 pre-fix 

209 4th Ave. /corner of Union St./ 
Plan your holiday gathering or special occasion with us!

 
 
 
 
 

*Offer valid at participating locations shown. Expires 01/31/15. Containers may vary. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Visit Ediblearrangements.com/coupons for details & restrictions. 
Edible Arrangements & Design and all other marks noted are trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC 2014 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved.

The Shining Star 
Of Your Gathering

Send The Best 
Holiday Gift

The 
Freshest 

Gifts 
of the Season

SAVE 
$5.00 
Off Any 

Purchase of $29+ 
Coupon Code

HDEA2014

Star Of David Festival®

1446 86th Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11228 

(718) 837-3784

224 Livingston Street
Brooklyn, NY 11201

(718) 522-6300

5114 Avenue N 
Brooklyn, NY 11234

(347) 587-7500

1736 Sheepshead Bay Rd.
Brooklyn, NY 11235 

(718) 535-7909

993 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11226
(718) 484-3800

Reindeer Sleigh 
Ride BouquetTM 
With Swizzle Berries® 
& Apples

FREE 
6ct 

Chocolate Dipped 
Fruit Box With Any 

Purchase 
of $60+
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By Max Jaeger

Bay Ridge loves a parade, but 
this one is no celebratory romp 
down Third Avenue.

The Jeff Samaha Theater Group 
is staging the musical “Parade” at the 
High School of Telecommunication 
Arts and Technology on Dec. 5–7. 
And with themes including rape, mur-
der, and racism, this isn’t your typical 
community theater production, the 
director said.

“Other theater groups in area go 
for the Rogers and Hammerstein fam-
ily shows that bring lots of kids and 
grannies,” said director Jeff Samaha, 
adding parents might not want to 
bring kids younger than 13. “We take 
a chance — this show is a big chance 
for us.”

“Parade” dramatizes the 1913 
trial, conviction, and lynching of Leo 
Frank, a Brooklyn-born Jewish fac-
tory worker accused of raping and 
murdering 13-year-old Mary Phagan 
in Atlanta. But the trial was a farce, 
and by nearly all accounts, Frank was 
innocent, Samaha said.

“It was a conspiracy basically that 
everyone pulled together to convict 
this man because he was Jewish,” 
he said. “They wanted to move away 
from convicting people of color and 
thought this would be a way around 
it.”

The original Broadway production 
won a Tony Award for Best Book of 
a Musical and Best Original Score 
in 1999.

The subject matter is serious, but 
there are moments of levity — a 
school boy’s attempts to flirt with 

Mary and a sensationalizing journal-
ist both provide some comic relief, 
Samaha said. 

The production itself is sparse, 
shedding the typical musical’s frivoli-
ty and instead embracing atmosphere, 
the producer said.

“It bounces almost like a ‘Law 
and Order’ episode from one thing 
to another,” said producer Karen 
Tadross. “When you see a musical, 
sometimes there’s music in there just 
to sing and dance, but in this case, it’s 
really part of the dialogue.” 

Much of the scenery is comprised 
of photos of 1913 Atlanta projected 
onto a backdrop — reminding audi-
ences the musical is not fiction but 
dramatization, Tadross said. And if 
the photos aren’t enough, the actors 
do their part, as well.

“The cast works the audience into 

the story by treating the audience 
as if it were the jury,” Samaha said. 
“We play back and forth between 
sympathy between Leo and sympathy 
toward proud people of Atlanta.”

The apparent miscarriage of justice 
and the tension between sympathy for 
the victim and the accused should feel 
very familiar to today’s audiences, 
Tadross said.

“What happened in Atlanta in 1913 
is not unlike what’s happening in 
Ferguson, where you have a crowd 
that gets swept up in the emotion of 
things,” she said. “Nothing has really 
changed except for the date.”

“Parade” at the High School 
of Telecommunication Arts and 
Technology [350 67th St. between 67th 
and Senator streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
989–9566, www.ridgechorale.com]. 
Dec. 5–7 at various times. $22–$26.

By Max Jaeger

Winter weather is here, but 
that doesn’t mean you 
can’t have a hot night in 

Bay Ridge!
There are tunes, theater, trivia, 

and more waiting for you on Friday, 
Saturday, and beyond in the Ridge.

This weekend you have got four 
chances to go see a Tony Award-
winning musical without leaving 
the 11209. Jeff Samaha Theater is 
putting on “Parade” at the High 
School of Telecommunication 
Arts and Technology (350 67th St. 
between 67th and Senator streets). 
See article above for more infor-
mation.

And there is plenty to do when 
you are done soaking up high art, 
too.

On Friday, traipse or trapeze 

over to Schnitzel Haus (7319 Fifth 
Ave. between 73rd and 74th streets) 
to catch throw-back classic rockers 

Bonzo’s Flying Circus. Zeppelin 
drummer John “Bonzo” Bonham 
may be long dead (rock gods rest 
his booze-addled soul), but these 
guys are keeping his spirit alive 
starting at 11 pm.

Then on Saturday, relive the 
glory days of the ’90s at the 
Wicked Monk (9510 Third Ave. 
between 95th and 96th streets), 
where Wild Hearted Son will kick 
out hard-rocking jams from the 
likes of Danzig, Alice in Chains, 
and Toadies starting at 11 pm.

And the fun does not stop when 
the weekend does! On Wednesday, 
grab a crew of friends and show 
them how much of a brainiac (okay, 
nerd) you are during trivia night at 
the Harp (7710 Third Ave. between 
77th and 78th streets). Things get 
quizzical at 8 pm.

By Danielle Furfaro

Gabba gabba hey you never know!
A cavalcade of highly-regarded indie rock 

artists will participate in this year’s incarna-
tion of Brooklyn Rock Lottery, a day-long event where 
musicians are put into bands with people they have 
never played with before and then have 12 hours to 
write songs and get them performance-ready for a show 
that evening at Baby’s All Right in Williamsburg. 

The 25 musicians in this year’s show will include 
Travis Morrison from the Dismemberment Plan, Bob 
D’Amico of Sebadoh and Fiery Furnaces, and Brian 
Chase of the Yeah Yeah Yeahs. 

It is literally a once-in-a-lifetime show, said an 
organizer.

“There is something pretty special knowing this 
was created in one day and you’re never going to see it 
again,” said event organizer Tierney Stout. 

The musicians will all meet up at 10 am on Dec. 6. 
The five drummers in the pool will be made captains 
and will be each be issued a band of four other play-
ers. Then the new bands will go off to nearby practice 
spaces to write and rehearse a set-list of between three 
and five songs. They are allowed to include one cover 
tune, but all of the rest must be originals. The groups 
will then return to the venue in the evening, where 
each band will play a set of around 15–25 minutes.

“I never get the chance to improvise with com-
plete strangers,” said Drew Citron of Brooklyn band 
Beverly. “It should be really fun.”

This is the fifth year that Stout has organized the 
Brooklyn Rock Lottery, and the project has created 
some serious magic during that time. One year, Greg 
Saunier of art-rock band Deefhoof was grouped with 
members of Japanese punk band Peelander Z, experi-
mental indie rock duo Buke and Gase, and singer-
songwriters Liam Finn and Nandi Plunkett. The for-
mation ended up staying together, recording a 7-inch 
and playing a few more shows. 

“It is really cool when these musicians are forced to 
play together,” said Stout. “There is a good chance they 
never would have crossed paths if it was not for this.”

Brooklyn Rock Lottery at Baby’s All Right [146 
Broadway at Bedford Avenue in Williamsburg, (718) 
599–5800, www.babys allri ght.com] Dec. 6 at 9 pm. 
$15.

Big-name musicians play 
‘Brooklyn Rock Lottery’

Bay Ridge theater company stages weighty ‘Parade’

He’s got the beat: Brian Chase of the Yeah Yeah Yeahs is one of 
five drummers who will captain an ad hoc band for the Brooklyn 
Rock Lottery. Associated Press / Robert E. Klein

Do you hear the people sing?: The cast of “Parade” rehearse. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Gamble on

SERIOUS MUSIC

As temps drop, Bay Ridge heats up!
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PRIVATE DINING, 
LOUNGE  

& PARTY ROOM  
Upstairs at Da Nonna Rosa’s

Let us host your next special event 
upstairs in our private dining room 
accomadadting up to 75 people, 
along with our lounge area, you are 
sure to make your next occasion a 
very memorable one.

Our menu features family recipes 
that have been passed down from 
generations and we now bring 
them to you for your entire family 
to enjoy. From appetizers to the 
desserts and everything in between 
you are sure to find choices that will 
entice and delight.

From a small private birthday party 
to an elaborate feast, let us take 
the stress out of hosting your next 
affair!

BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY 
PARTY WITH US

WE LOVE TO CATER! 
On or Off Premises

CUCINA ITALIANA
140 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11215

Tel: (718) 788-6225 Fax: (718) 788-6220  
danonnarosaparkslope.com

Sunset Park Annual 
Tree Lighting Ceremony 
Thursday December 
4 at 60th Street and 
5th Avenue, in front 
of OLPH Basilica

3:00 pm - Santa 
pictures – the fi rst 300 
children will receive 
a goody bag from the 
BID. Photos will be 
posted on our Fan 
Page for downloading.

4:30 pm - Entertain-
ment will begin St. Ag-
atha’s Hispanic Chorus, 
Brooklyn Chinese American Youth Choir, OLPH 
Twirlers, Regina Opera Company, OLPH Young 
People’s Choir and more.

6:00 pm – Our 18’ tree is lit! 

Holiday Patrols & Music
Feel safe with Sunset Park Security – if you have a 
problem, look for one of our Safety Patrol Offi cers 
As you shop, enjoy the songs of our local children 
mingled with other holiday tunes.  

Ride the Free 
Sunset Park 
Trolley 

For the last time in 2014
1pm to 5pm – starting at 52nd St & 5th Ave 
(in front of McDonald’s)
Saturday December 20, Sunday Dec 21, 
Monday December 22, Tuesday December 23
Making all B63 stops along 5th Avenue in Sunset 
Park from 36th to 64th Street and back again
Take the Trolley to the famous Sunset Park Mar-
tense Lane Boulder, at 35th Street & 5th Avenue
Get on, get off as often as you like to begin your 
Holiday Shopping.

Sidewalk Sales
Saturday December 20, Sunday Dec 21, 
Monday December 22, Tuesday December 23

Finish your holiday shopping on 5th Avenue - 
patronize over 500 local businesses 

Sunset Park BID
5116a 5th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11220   
Phone: 718-439-7767   
Email: info@sunsetparkbid.org   
Website: sunsetparkbid.org   
Log onto: !Sunset Park Free WiFi

ENJOY 2014 HOLIDAY SEASON IN THE SUNSET PARK BID

Like us on:

WiFi:
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FRI, DEC. 5

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, “ON BEHALF OF 

NATURE”: Meredith Monk 
explores our connection to 
the natural realm. $20. 7:30 
pm. BAM Harvey Theater 
[651 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100], www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “PUPPETS & 
POETS”: The fourth annual 
festival features puppe-
teers, poets, musicians, ac-
tors, and other artists. $18. 
8 pm. Bushwick Starr (207 
Starr St. between Irving 
and Wykoff avenues in 
Bushwick), www.thebush-
wickstarr.org. 

MUSIC, HENRY THREADG-
ILL’S “ZOOID”: Premiere 
of four new quintets by 
jazz composer Henry 
Threadgill. Each evening 
will present a different 
program featuring Zooid 
members plus a selection 
of soloists, plus a featured 
short beforehand. $15–
$35. 8 pm. Roulette (509 
Atlantic Ave. at Third Av-
enue in Boerum Hill), www.
roulette.org. 

THEATER, “RODNEY KING”: 
A solo work from Roger 
Guenveur Smith on the 
life of Rodney King. $22 
($18 advance). 7:30 pm. 
BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

MUSIC, THE OMNI ENSEM-
BLE: An evening of holiday 
chamber music. $50 ($90 
per couple, $25 students). 
7:30 pm. Brooklyn Conser-
vatory of Music [58 Sev-
enth Ave. between Lincoln 
Place and Seventh Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 622–
3300], www.bqcm.org. 

OTHER
DOWNTOWN FOR THE 

HOLIDAYS: Caroling, a 
holiday concert, pho-
tos with Santa, and free 
gift- wrapping. Free. 5–8 
pm. [Montague Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
522–3649], www.mon-
taguebid.com. 

FAMILY SHABBAT SERVICES 
AND SOUTHERN STYLE 
DINNER: Welcome Shab-
bat and enjoy a Southern-
style meal. With singing, 
socializing, and stories. 
RSVP by Dec. 12. $40 
perfamily, $20 for singles. 
6:30 pm. Bay Ridge Jewish 
Center [8025 Fourth Ave. 
between 80th and 81st 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
836–3103], www.brjc.org. 

SAT, DEC. 6

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, “CHRISTMAS ORA-

TORIO”: Musica Nuova 
and the Weckmann Proj-
ect present the baroque 
work by Heinrich Schutz. 
$10–$25. 7 pm. Zion Ger-
man Evangelical Lutheran 
Church [125 Henry St. 
between Clark Street and 
Love Lane in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 852–2453], 
peatix.com/user/525203/
view. 

MUSIC, CHRISTMAS CON-
CERT: The Grand Street 
Community Band, led by 
its artistic director and 
conductor Brian Wors-
dale. Free. 7:30 pm. New 
Utrecht Reformed Church 

[1831 84th St. between 
18th and 19th avenues 
in Bensonhurst, (718) 
256–7173], www.historic-
newutrecht.org. 

MUSIC, MATT WONG: Sev-
enteen-year-old guitarist 
performs for the release 
of his second album “Re-
fl ections.” Free. 8 pm. Tea 
Lounge [837 Union St. at 
Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 789–2762], 
www.tealoungeny.com. 

THEATER, “JERRY’S GIRLS”: 
Gallery Players presents a 
musical revue of Broadway 
composer Jerry Herman. 
$18. 8 pm. Gallery Play-
ers [199 14th St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (212) 352–
3101], www.galleryplay-
ers.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
35TH ANNUAL UNIFAIR: 

With clothing, jewelry, 
household goods, deco-
rated holiday wreaths, 
books, records, DVDs, 
and baked goods. Free. 
10 am–4 pm. First Unitar-
ian Church [50 Monroe Pl. 
between Pierrepont and 
Clark streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 624–5466], 
www.fuub.org. 

NORTHERN GRADE HER: 
Holiday market featuring 
good produced around 
the US. With food, wine, 
and music. Free. 11 am–7 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

FLEA MARKET: Monte’s 
Restaurant hosts a holiday 
fl ea market. Noon–5 pm. 
Monte’s Restaurant [451 
Carroll St. between Nevins 
St. and Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 852–7800], 
www.montesnyc.com. 

OTHER
SPORTS, JINGLE BELL JOG: 

The four-mile race benefi ts 
New York Road Runner’s 
Youth Programs. Entrance 
fee includes jungle bells 
for your sneakers, a pair of 
knee-high tech socks, and 
hot chocolate. $55 (entry 
free). 7:30 am. Prospect 
Park Nethermead (Enter 
the park at Flatbush Ave. 
and Lincoln Road in Pros-

pect Lefferts Gardens), 
www.nyrr.org. 

NEEDLEWORK AND 
GAMES: Kids make a small 
sampler and play board 
games. $3. 1–3 pm. Lef-
ferts Historic Homestead 
[452 Flatbush Ave. be-
tween Empire Boulevard 
and Eastern Parkway in 
Park Slope, (718) 789–
2822], www.prospectpark.
org. 

“THE NUTCRACKER” 
WORKSHOP: Explore the 
world of “The Nutcracker” 
in a special workshop for 
children ages 4–12, pre-
sented by teaching artists 
from American Ballet The-
atre. No dance experience 
necessary. Free with Gar-
den admission. Noon–
1:30 pm and 2–3:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
[1000 Washington Ave. at 
Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 623–7220], 
www.bbg.org. 

THE BROOKLYN COOKIE 
TAKEDOWN: Bakers from 
across the city compete to 
create the best cookies. 
Observers can consume 
bottomless cookies and 
eggnog. $20. 2–4 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

HOLIDAY FIESTA: Food, 
fun and dance along with 
holiday gifts, an audience 
“Nutcracker” freeze dance 
and an open house. Pre-
sented by Dancewave. $10 
($15 at the door; children 
under 5 $5). 3:30 pm and 5 
pm. PS 77 [62 Park Place, 
between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 522–4696]. 

SUN, DEC. 7

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, MAGICAL WORLD 

OF YIDDISH SONG: Zal-
men Mlotek and guest 
vocalist Magda Fishman 
go on a musical journey 
of Yiddish songs from 
Eastern Europe to the 
Broadway stage and Hol-
lywood screen. $35. 3 pm. 
On Stage at Kingsborough 
[2001 Oriental Blvd. at Ox-
ford Street in Manhattan 

COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

FRI, DEC. 5
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS.ATLANTA 
HAWKS: $25–$3,000. 
7:30 pm. 

SAT, DEC. 6
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

BOXING: David Le-
mieux vs. Gabriel Ro-
sado. $15–$150. 8 pm. 

SUN, DEC. 7
SPORTS, BIG APPLE 

CLASSIC: Basketball 
tournament featuring 
Virginia State Univer-
sity, Virginia Union Uni-
versity, North Carolina 
Central University, and 
Howard University. $26-
50–$46.50. 3 pm. 

MON, DEC. 8
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. CLEVELAND 
CAVALIERS: $85–
$4,000. 7:30 pm. 

THURS, DEC. 11
MUSIC, SMOKEY ROBIN-

SON: $40.50–$105.50. 
8 pm. 

FRI, DEC. 12
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. PHILADEL-
PHIA 76ERS: $70–
$4,000. 7:30 pm. 

SUN, DEC. 14
MUSIC, JUSTIN TIM-

BERLAKE: The 20/20 
Experience World Tour. 
$54.50–$200. 8 pm. 

TUE, DEC. 16
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. MIAMI HEAT: 
$20–$4,000. 7:30 pm. 

THURS, DEC. 18
SPORTS, LIU BROOK-

LYN BLACKBIRDS VS. 
FLORIDA INTERNA-
TIONAL UNIVERSITY: 
Basketball tournament. 
$15–$25. 7 pm. 

FRI, DEC. 19
MUSIC, CHRISTMAS IN 

BROOKLYN: featuring 
Run DMC, LL Cool J, 
DJ Z-Trip, and Lecrae. 
$19.99–$225. 7:30 pm. 

SUN, DEC. 21
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. DETROIT 
PISTONS: $22–$3,000. 
6 pm. 

MON, DEC. 22
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

HOOPS HOLIDAY IN-
VITATIONAL: College 
basketball tournament 
featuring Providence, 
Miami, Fordham, and 
Manhattan. $15–$56.50. 
6 pm. 

TUE, DEC. 23
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. DENVER 
NUGGETS: $30–$3,000. 
7:30 pm. 

SAT, DEC. 27
SPORTS, HARLEM GLO-

BETROTTERS: $25.50–

$193.50. 1 pm. 
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. INDIANA 
PACERS: $50–$3,000. 
8 pm. 

SUN, DEC. 28
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

HOOPS WINTER FESTI-
VAL: College basketball 
tournament featur-
ing St. John’s, Tulane, 
LIU-Brooklyn, Hofstra, 
Fairfi eld and Loyola 
Maryland. $15–$56.50. 
Noon. 

MON, DEC. 29
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. SACRA-
MENTO KINGS: $35–
$3,000. 7:30 pm. 

Beach, (718) 368–5596], 
www.onstageatkingsbor-
ough.org. 

MUSIC, “IN THE MOOD”: 
Theater 2020 presents a 
concert of holiday music. 
$20. 3 pm. St. Charles Bor-
romeo Catholic Church (21 
Sidney Pl. between Jora-
lemon and State streets in 
Brooklyn Heights), www.
Theater2020.com. 

MUSIC, CHRISTMAS CON-
CERT: Douglas Jabara and 
Guests perform holiday 
music. Free. 4 pm. Fourth 
Avenue Presbyterian 
Church [6753 Fourth Ave. 
between 68th and Senator 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
836–0681], www.fourthav-
enuepresbyterian.org. 

MUSIC, THE REVEREND 
JOHN DELORE, JAMES 
ALLISTER SPRANG AS 
GAZR, DJ LE CHEV: With 
an interactive art exhibi-
tion by Matt Romein. $25 
($20 in advance). 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

THEATER, “HERSHEL AND 
THE HANUKKAH GOB-
LINS”: A musical story of 
the classic tale. Free with 
museum admisison. 1 pm 
and 2:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

SALES AND MARKETS
AFRO FUSION — CREATE 

YOUR BEAT!: Market with 
12 artists and designers 
culturally infl uenced by 
Africa, the Caribbean, and 
the Americas, followed by 
a fashion show showcas-
ing their creations. Free. 
1–6 pm. Kumble Theater 
at Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush av-
enues in Downtown, (718) 
488–1624], www.brooklyn.
liu.edu/kumbletheater. 

OTHER
FILM, “THE BIG PARADE”: 

With piano accompani-
ment. Part of the library’s 
Silent Film series. Free. 
1 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch 
[Flatbush Ave. at Eastern 
Parkway in Grand Army 
Plaza in Park Slope, (718) 
230–2100], www.brooklyn-
publiclibrary.org. 

VICTORIAN TOY PARLOR: 
Step back in time and play 
with wooden climbing 
bears, Jacob’s ladders, 
do-nothing machines, and 
other olden-day toys. Free 
with Garden admission. 
1–4 pm. Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden [1000 Washington 
Ave., at Eastern Parkway in 
Crown Heights, (718) 623–
7220], www.bbg.org. 

COMEDY, SIMPLY UNEM-
PLOYABLE LIVE: Come-
dians Matt Catanzano 
and Richie Moriarty host a 
night of improv and stand-
up comedy. $5. 7:30 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

TRIVIA NIGHT FOR CHEAT-
ERS WITH JOHN HODG-
MAN: Quizmaster John 
Hodgman hosts a trivia 
night to benefi t 826NYC. 
Quizmaster Hodgman will 
read 25 questions to 25 

Continued on page 40

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

King me: Actor Roger Guenveur Smith performs his acclaimed 
solo piece on the life of Rodney King at Bric through Dec. 7. 
 Patti McGuire

It’s a Miracle: Smokey Robinson croons into Barclays Center on 
Dec. 11. Associated Press / Joel Ryan
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����
– Time Out New York

����
– Daily News

 

Telecharge.com 212-239-6200 iLuminate.com 
       New World Stages, 340 W 50th St.        

NOW LIVE in the heart of BROADWAY!OADWAY!

“Move over  
Blue Man Group & Stomp,  

iLUMINATE is in the house!” 
Times Square Chronic les

Telecharge.com 212-239-6200 iLuminate.com 
       New World Stages, 340 W 50th St.        

Hours Sun. – Thurs 9:00 am – 9:00 pm Fri & Sat, 9:00 am – 10:00 pm
WITH COUPONS ONLY  EXP. 12-14-14

JORDAN’S
RETAIL MARKET

JORDAN’S
RESTAURANT
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teams of fi ve. The team 
that scores the most points 
via cheating will receive 
VIP tickets to “The Daily 
Show with Jon Stewart.” 
The team that answers the 
most questions without 
cheating will receive tick-
ets to NPR’S “Ask Me An-
other.” $25 to register, $10 
to watch. 7 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

TALK, “CELEBRATING 
CHRISTOPHER MAR-
LOWE”: Theatre for a New 
Audience presents a a 
panel on “Playing Tambur-
laine.” Director and writer 
Gail Kern Paster speaks 
with actor John Douglas 
Thompson and Ayanna 
Thompson about perform-
ing the role of Tambur-
laine. Free. 4:45 pm. The-
atre for a New Audience, 
Polonsky Shakespeare 
Center [262 Ashland Pl. 
between Fulton Street and 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (212) 229–2819], 
www.tfana.org. 

MON, DEC. 8

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “ALMOST, 

MAINE!”: The Brook-
lyn College Department 
of Theater presents nine 
short plays that explore 
love and loss in a town 
called Almost, Maine. $12. 
2 pm. New Workshop The-
ater at Brooklyn College 
[Campus Road between 
Hillel Place and Avenue 
H in Midwood, (718) 951–
4500], www.depthome.
brooklyn.cuny.edu/theater. 

MUSIC, MARTIN MCQUADE: 
Perferoming “The Songs 
of Christmas,” accom-
panied by pianist Pete 
Sokolow. Free. 7–10 pm. 
Yellow Hook Grille [7003 
Third Avenue at Ovington 
Avenue in Bay Ridge, (718) 
238–1089]. 

MUSIC, COMPOSERS CON-
CERT: Brooklyn College 
Conservatory of Music 
composers present new 

acoustic and electroa-
coustic works. Free. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn College, Studio 
312 [2900 Bedford Ave. at 
Campus Road in Flatbush, 
(718) 951–5792], www.bc-
music.org. 

TUES, DEC. 9

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, BROOKLYN COL-

LEGE CHORAL UNION: 
With the Conservatory 
Singers. $5. 7 pm. Brook-
lyn College, Whitman 
Theater [2900 Campus Rd. 
at Hillel Place in Flatbush, 
(718) 951–5792], www.bc-
music.org. 

MUSIC, MANCHESTER OR-
CHESTRA, CHRIS STA-
PLES: $38 ($33). 7 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

OTHER
TALK, ELDER LAW SEMI-

NARS: Free seminars 
about elder law, trust 
and estate law, and es-
tate planning. Advice on 
choosing nursing homes 
and paying bills will also 
be offered. Free. 11 am, 3 
pm, 7 pm. The Greenhouse 
Cafe [7717 Third Avenue 
between 77th and 78th 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
238–6500], www.connor-
sandsullivan.com. 

ART, PAINT NITE: Students 
learn to paint while drink-
ing cocktails. Materials 
provided, no experience 
required. $65. 7–9 pm. 
Schnitzelhaus [7319 5th 
Avenue between 73rd and 
74th St. in Bay Ridge, (718) 
836–5600], www.paintnite.
com. 

WED, DEC. 10

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “THE WIZARD 

OF OZ”: Presented by the 
Edward R. Murrow Theater 
group retells the classic 
story of Dorothy Gale and 
the magical land of Oz. 
$10. 3:30 pm. Joseph An-
zalone Theater at Edward 
R. Murrow HS [1600 Ave. 

L and E. 17th Street in 
Midwood, (718) 258–9283 
X3051], www.ermurrowhs.
org. 

MUSIC, “THE AMBASSA-
DOR”: Gabriel Kahane’s 
“The Ambassador” uses 
the city of Los Angeles as 
a lens to view perspectives 
of different lives through 
song and theater. $20–
$35. 7:30 pm. BAM Harvey 
Theater [651 Fulton St. 
at Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100], 
www.bam.org. 

OTHER
TALK, ELDER LAW SEMI-

NARS: Free seminars 
about elder law, trust and 
estate law, and estate 
planning. Advice on choos-
ing nursing homes and 
paying bills will also be 
offered. Free. 11 am and 3 
pm. Il Fornetto [2902 Em-
mons Ave. at E. 29th Street 
in Sheepshead Bay, (718) 
238–6500], www.connor-
sandsullivan.com. 

“ASK THE RABBI” SERIES: 
Join the Bay Ridge Jew-
ish Center with discussing 
how to talk to your chil-
dren about the “December 
Dilemma.” Free. 5 pm. Bay 
Ridge Jewish Center [8025 
Fourth Avenue between 
80th and 81st streets in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 836–
3103], www.brjc.org. 

COMEDY, BLARIA LIVE!: 
Comedians Phoebe Rob-
inson and Jessica Williams 

Continued from page 38 

L.A. gear: Singer-songwriter Gabriel Kahane performs his Los Angeles-themed work “The 
Ambassador” at the Brooklyn Academy of Music, Dec. 10–13. Ben Cohen

BAY RIDGE JEWISH CENTER
405 81st St. at 4th Avenue

718-836-3103 or offi  ce@brjc.org
www.brjc.org

at BRJC! 
  Latkes 

Dreidel games 

Crafts  

Menorah lighting 

Donuts 

Sunday, December 21, 2014
2:00–4:00pm

Members: $10 Adults / $5 Children
Non-Members: $15 Adults / $10 Children

CHAI LIFELINE
TOY DRIVE
Bring an unwrapped gift 
for infants thru teens

CELEBRATE HANUKKAH
    

host a very holiday edition 
of their monthly stand-up 
show, with Gary Gulman, 
Ilana Glazer, Jena Fried-
man, Travon Free, and 
more. $12 ($10 advance). 8 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

THURS, DEC. 11

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, CHAMBER MUSIC 

FOR WINDS AND MORE: 
Brooklyn College Conser-
vatory of Music students 
present solo and cham-
ber works. Free. 1 pm. 
Brooklyn College, Studio 
312 [2900 Bedford Ave. at 
Campus Road in Flatbush, 
(718) 951–5792], www.bc-
music.org. 

MUSIC, DUCARRIGANIGAN, 
BALK, THE NU-SONICS: 
$10 ($8). 7:30 pm. Rock 
Shop [249 Fourth Ave. 
between Carroll and Presi-
dent streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 230–5740], www.
therockshopny.com. 

OTHER
TALK, WHAT’S NU — THE 

STATE OF BROOKLYN’S 
JEWISH DELIS: Deli his-
torian Ted Merwin leads a 
discussion with the owners 
of Junior’s, Jay and Lloyd’s 
Kosher Deli, and Mile End. 
$10 ($5 for BHS and Green-
Wood members). 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

TALK, PAUL SWEET: Book 
signing of the American 
Museum of Natural His-
tory ornithologist’s book 
“Extraordinary Birds,” fol-
lowed by a lecture tracing 
the history of ornithologi-
cal illustration from the 
Renaissance to the 20th 
century$5. 8 pm. Morbid 
Anatomy Museum [424 
Third Ave. at Seventh 
Street in Gowanus, (347) 
799–1017], www.morbidan-
atomymuseum.org. 

READING, KEN SIEGLE-
MAN’S POETRY OUT-
REACH: Anthony Vigorito 
hosts a night of poetry 
featuring guest poets 
each week. For teens and 
adults. Free. 6:30 pm. 

Barnes and Noble [267 
Seventh Ave. at Sixth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
832–9066], www.barne-
sandnoble.com. 

READING, TONY RETT-
MAN: Discussing his book 
“NYHC: New York Hard-
core 1980-1990,” an oral 
history of New York’s hard-
core music scene. There 
will also be a DJ and a fl ea 
market, with vendors sell-
ing records, posters, and 
memorabilia. Free. 7–9 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com.

FRI, DEC. 12

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, WAYNA: Free. 9 pm. 

BAM Cafe (30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene), www.bam.
org/programs/bamcafe-
live. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN CHAM-
BER MUSIC SOCIETY: 
Featuring music by Bach, 
Haydn, and Brahms. $30. 
8 pm. First Unitarian 
Church [116 Pierrepont St. 
between Clinton St. and 
Monroe Pl. in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 858–0718], 
www.brooklynchambermu-
sicsociety.org. 

OTHER
READING, AFTER SCHOOL 

YULE PARTY: Children 
enjoy hot cocoa, a screen-
ing of the movie “Rudolph 
the Red-Nosed Reindeer 
and a reading and signing 
of Brendan Deneen’s book 
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer: The Island of 
Misfi t Toys.” Admission 
includes, book, crafts and 
snacks. RSVP required. 
$15. 4 pm. Boulevard 
Books & Cafe [7518 13th 
Ave. at Bay Ridge Parkway 
in Dyker Heights, (718) 
680–5881]. 

HOLIDAY FAIR: Free. 9 am–7 
pm. IS/PS 163 [Benson Ave. 
and 17th Avenue in Ben-
sonhurst, (718) 236–9003]. 

ART, “CHITRA GANESH 
— EYES OF TIME”: A 
site-specifi c installation 
inspired by the Hindu 
goddess Kali, created by 
Brooklyn artist Chitra Ga-

nesh. $16 suggested. 11 
am–6 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

THE XMAS POP SING-
ALONG: Sing-alongs to 
Yuletide favorites. With an 
ugly sweater contest and 
free milk and cookies. $10. 
9:30 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400], www.unionhallny.
com. 

READING, TOT SHABBAT 
STORYTELLING: An in-
teractive reading of “The 
Shabbat Box” for children. 
Free. 5 pm. Bay Ridge Jew-
ish Center [8025 Fourth 
Avenue between 80th and 
81st streets in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 836–3103], www.
brjc.org. 

SAT, DEC. 13

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, SHOP AND BOP 

HOLIDAY MARKET AND 
FAMILY CONCERT: Musi-
cian Suzi Shelton performs 
with Amelia Robinson of 
Mil’s Trills. $10. 11 am–5 
pm. PS 133 (610 Baltic St. 
at Fourth Avenue in Park 
Slope). 

DANCE, “KINGDOM OF 
SWEETS”: Covenant Ballet 
Theatre of Brooklyn pres-
ents excerpts from “The 
Nutcracker” performed 
by students, followed by 
lunch and a raffl e. $40. 
11 am. The Rotunda at 
Kingsborough Commu-
nity College [2001 Oriental 
Blvd. at Decatur Avenue 
in Manhattan Beach, (718) 
891–6199], www.covenant-
ballet.org. 

OTHER
RAILROAD & HOBBY: For 

all collectors and railroad 
enthusiasts, featuring all 
brands of model trains 
and hobby kits. Free. 11 
am–4 pm. Carmine Carro 
Community Center (3000 
Filmore Ave. at 33rd Street 
in Marine Park). 

READING, BROOKLYN’S 
BEST BAKERS AND 
TREAT MAKERS: Taste 
treats from local bakeries 
including Ovenly, Baked, 
LiddaBit Sweets, One 
Girl Cookies, and Four & 
Twenty Blackbirds. Free. 
3–5 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at 
Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

WINTER BALL: Featuring live 
swing music from Michael 
Arenella and His Dream-
land Orchestra, holiday 
drinks, dancing, food, and 
old-time seasonal sweets. 
$150. 8 pm–1 am. Irondale 
Center [85 S. Oxford St. at 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 488–9233], 
www.irondale.org. 

THE BROOKLYN GINGER-
BREAD BASH: Each family 
or individual will receive a 
pre-assembled ginger-
bread house to decorate 
with icing and candy. Cash 
prizes will be awarded to 
the most creative houses. 
$25. Noon–4 pm. Brooklyn 
Plantology [26 Brooklyn 
Terminal Market between 
E. 86th and E. 87th streets 
in Canarsie, (718) 763–
3665], www.brooklynplan-
tology.com. 
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BROOKLYN HEIGHTS  

Standing O is putting out the wel-
come mat for Caroline Pardo, the 
new principal and broker at Ingram 

& Hebron Realty. Caroline will be 
responsible for creating ongoing new 
business opportunities for both land-
lords and tenants. 

Prior to jumping ship to Ingram 
& Hebron, Caroline served as direc-
tor of leasing at Jamestown, focusing 
on Industry City, where she helped 
launch the redevelopment of six mil-
lion square feet on 30 acres of indus-
trial property. 

“She is experienced, knowledge-
able and has an outstanding record of 
success,” said Robert Hebron, a prin-
cipal at the fi rm. Pardo has also been 
recognized in BisNow’s list of “New 
York Power Women 2014.” 

Ingram & Hebron Realty [189 Mon-
tague St. between Clinton and Court 
streets in Brooklyn Heights (718) 624–
0011].

SUNSET PARK 

Gobble gobble
Thanks to the generosity of Lu-

theran Family Health Center, 

HealthPlus Amerigroup, and 
United HealthCare, 390 turkeys 
graced tables this past Thanksgiving, 
and made the holiday a little brighter 
for patients and families. Staff distrib-
uted the succulent birds to individu-
als throughout the nine primary care 
sites including Adult Medicine and 

Specialty, Brooklyn-Chinese, Ca-

ribbean-American, Family Physi-

cian, Park Ridge, Park Slope, Shore 

Road, Sunset Terrace, and Women’s 

and Children’s Health. Other partic-
ipating departments included Luther-
an’s WIC and Department of Dental 

Medicine.

Lutheran Family Health Center [150 
55th St. at First Avenue in Sunset Park, 
(718) 630–8878].

BOROUGH WIDE

Scholarship time
The Municipal Credit Union 

is accepting applications for its 2015 
Scholarship Program. MCU will 
award $66,000 in scholarship grants to 
college-bound graduating high school 
seniors: eight memorial scholarships 
worth $5,000 each and 13 grants of 
$2,000 each.

Eligibility is open to all members, 
and the children or grandchildren of 
a member in good standing. Selection 
is based on academic performance, 
extracurricular and community ac-
tivities, references, and an essay ex-
pressing personal goals. Additionally, 
students applying for the scholarships 

who are also MCU members will also 
automatically be entered for a $500 
statewide Public Relations and Mar-
keting Council Scholarship. 

Applications are available at the 

following branches: 1904 Surf Ave. in 
Coney Island, 2142 Ralph Ave., 1560 
Flatbush Ave., and 350 Jay St.; www.
nymcu.org. The deadline for completed 
applications is Jan. 31, 2015. 

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

CLINTON HILL

The bubbly fl owed like the East 
River as the Brooklyn Chamber 

of Commerce, members of St. Jo-

seph’s College, and invited guests 
including Borough President 

Adams and Councilwoman Lori 

Cumbo (D–Clinton Hill) welcomed 
Dr. Jack Calareso as the seventh 
president of St. Joseph’s College at a 
grand whoop-de-do on Nov. 18.

Peter Meyer, NYC market 
president of TD Bank, trustee 
of the board at St. Joseph’s, past 
chairman of the Brooklyn Cham-
ber, and member of the search 
committee, explained the reason 
for the gala event: “As a member of 
the search committee, past chair-
man of the Chamber and an alum 
of the college, I thought ‘what bet-
ter way to introduce Dr Calareso 
to the Brooklyn community?’ ” he 
said. And where better to bring 
the titans of the borough’s big-
gest organizations together than 
at St. Joseph’s College, where fu-
tures are made, and the Brook-
lyn Chamber of Commerce, where 
businesses are made?

He added, “The hiring of Dr. Ca-
lareso is a historic event for the col-
lege. Dr. Calareso is not only the 
fi rst lay person to hold the position, 
but he is also the fi rst male to do so.” 
All past presidents have been mem-
bers of the Sisters of St. Joseph or-
der, Peter explained, and added, 
“When Sister Elizabeth Hill, who 
served as president for the past 17 

years, stepped down as the sixth 
president, a national search was ini-
tiated to fi nd the most qualifi ed in-
dividual to bring the college into its 
second century — St. Joseph’s will 
be celebrating its 100th anniversary 
in 2016 —  and I am sure that Dr. Ca-
lareso will do just that.”

“Dr. Calareso brings years of ex-
perience to the position,” Peter com-
mented. “He served as president 
of Anna Maria College in Paxton, 
Mass. since 2007, was past president 
of Ohio Dominican University and 
Briar Cliff University, and earned a 
national reputation for liberal arts 
education, teaching, and adminis-
tration.” 

Carlo Scissura, president and 
chief executive offi cer of the Brook-
lyn Chamber, expressed his plea-
sure at the appointment, and told 
Standing O: “St. Joseph’s College is 
a gem of a school, so it is the perfect 
place for a wonderful educator like 
Dr. Calareso. I am sure that Jack 
and St. Joseph’s will make a terrifi c 
partnership, which will improve 
the lives of countless young Brook-
lynites from across the borough.”

Standing O joins with the fam-
ily of St. Joseph’s and the Brooklyn 
Chamber of Commerce in welcom-
ing Dr. Calareso to the borough, and 
sends a special Standing O to Pe-
ter Meyer for uniting the two orga-
nizations. A toast for Dr. Calareso, 
“Long may you serve.”

St. Joseph’s College [222 Clin-
ton Ave. and Willoughby Avenue in 
Clinton Hill, (718) 940–5300]

BOROUGH PARK 

Mahalo kane 
Hele mei hoohiwahiwa (come 

celebrate) with Standing O in of-
fering thanks to Maimonides 

Medical Center. The healing in-
stitution is known far and wide 
for its cutting-edge techniques 
and quality care and that is why 
heart patient Charles Foot trav-
eled from half a world away in 
Hawaii to have the life-saving 
procedure in Brooklyn. 

Once an avid tennis player, 
Foot found himself tired and con-
stantly short-of-breath. He was 
suffering from atrial fi brillation, 
a condition that caused a rapid 
and irregular heartbeat, dizzi-
ness, shortness of breath, and fa-
tigue. So it was a no-brainer that 
he sought treatment at Maimo-
nides when he learned that the 
minimally invasive convergent 
procedure, performed at Maimo-
nides, saw a high rate of success 
and fewer complications for pa-
tients. 

The happy patient said to his 
doctors just moments after com-
ing out of recovery: “The proce-
dure went well and I feel good. I 
can tell the difference already. I’ll 
be able to do some of the things I 
haven’t been able to do in years, 
and I can’t wait.”

But the convergent procedure 
is a minimally invasive process 
that unites two treatment meth-
ods. Dr. Israel Jacobowitz, Di-
rector of Minimally Invasive 
Cardiac Surgery, and Dr. Felix 

Yang, Associate Director of Car-
diac Electrophysiology, played 
vital roles in securing this pro-
cedure for their patient. When 
Foot’s insurance had not heard 
of the convergent procedure, the 
doctors wrote a 58 page report 
explaining its life-changing ben-
efi ts, and shortly thereafter, Foot 
was on his way to Maimonides 
feeling “encouraged, and not 
scared at all.”

The Maimonides Heart and 
Vascular Center has a celebrated 
history of innovation and excel-
lence, and is a nationally recog-
nized Top Ten Hospital for heart 
attack and heart failure patient 
outcomes.

Maimonides Medical Center 
[4802 10th Ave. at 48th Street in 
Borough Park, (718) 283–6000]

New prez for college
A BIG CONGRATS: (Left) Dr. Jack Calareso was feted as the seventh president of St. 
Joseph’s College by the school and (right) alum Peter Meyer.

Rolling out the welcome mat
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• ‘We will talk about this 
50 years from now.’

• ‘We knew what we 
had in us.’

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Franklin D. Roosevelt came 
back from early losses this 
season to win its fi rst-ever city 
title on Nov. 29.

“They hung in,” coach Paul 
Klyap said. 

After losing its fi rst two 
games of the season, FDR 
never lost again, racking up 
11-straight wins and aveng-
ing its early defeat by McKee-
Staten Island Tech by beating 
the Seagulls 22–14 for the pro-
gram’s fi rst Public School Ath-
letic League Bowl Conference 
football title last Saturday 
night at Abraham Lincoln. 
The Cougars used the team’s 
opening losses as motivation 
to persevere. 

“It’s been crazy,” said star 
running back Tristin Thomas. 
“We were 0–2, and then we 
just popped back up. From the 
third game we just started go-
ing ham.” 

Thomas was once again a 
big reason for the Cougars’ 
success. The senior, who 
scored twice in the semifi -
nals, put his team ahead for 
good with a 34-yard touch-
down run with 7:52 to go in the 
title game. He later ensured 
the lead held up by stopping 
Marcus Jones short of the fi rst 
down marker on fourth-and-
six from the Seagulls’ 21-yard 
line on the next possession.

The winning touchdown 
came two plays after McKee-
Staten Island tied the score 
at 14–14 thanks to a one-yard 
scamper and a two-point con-
version run by Aaron Ruben-
stein with 8:39 left in the con-
test. The Seagulls (11–2) then 
tried an on-side kick, but FDR 
recovered at the 50-yard line. 
The Cougars (11–2) felt the 
good fi eld position took some 
of the pressure off.   

“It’s more relaxing,” said 
quarterback Kaseem Morri-

son. “It’s calming, soothing. 
We don’t have to go so far and 
work so hard.” 

It wasn’t the only break 
Franklin Roosevelt got. A bi-
zarre sequence of events led 
to a touchdown just before 
halftime and a 14–6 lead. Na-
dir Hassan connected on a 
41-yard, fourth-down pass to 
Thomas down to the McKee 
nine-yard line in the closing 
seconds. The Cougars rushed 
to the line and spiked the ball, 
but did so before the referees 
restarted the clock. They were 

penalized  fi ve yards and two 
seconds were put back on the 
clock.

FDR then spiked the ball 
again as the whistle was 
blown without any time com-
ing off. Klyap called a play he 
saved for just this moment. It 
shifted the entire offensive 
line except the center to the 
left side of the fi eld. Morrison 
bobbled the snap, but found 
an open Monrico Cummings 
in the end zone for a 14-yard 
score. It was his second touch-

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK
Kyron Jones had been try-
ing to start a football pro-
gram at Eagle Academy II 
for seven years before the 
school fi nally gave him the 
green light this year — and 
the team has won a city title 
in its very fi rst varsity sea-
son.

“This is seven years in 
the making, and this is the 
culmination,” Jones said. 

The second-seeded Ea-
gles used a running attack to 
overcome a second-half defi -
cit and defeat No. 3 Stuyve-
sant 34–23 in the Public 
School Athletic League Cup 
Conference football champi-
onship last Sunday night at 
Abraham Lincoln. Running 
back Jamal Trotman said 
the team used its resilience 
to bring home the crown.

“This is a team and we 
are built on fi ve pillars, re-
silience being one of them,” 
he said. “We were down, but 
we showed resilience and we 
got back up.”

Eagle Academy II (12–1) 
trailed 16–14 with 7:18 left 
in the third quarter. It re-
sponded by scoring three 
consecutive rushing touch-
downs. Trotman, Tymere 

Wilson and Remell Redd 
each found the end zone to 
put their team up 34–16 with 
4:01 left in the game. 

Jones said his team had 
the heart to come back once 
they went down in the sec-
ond half. The Peglegs added 
a touchdown in the fi nal min-
utes, but it wasn’t enough.

“One coach told me, ‘never 
underestimate the heart of 
a champion,’ ” said Jones, 
who is also the Brownsville 
school’s athletic director. 
“Those guys have the big-
gest heart.”

Eagle Academy II lead 
early when Muhammad Na-
seem found the end zone on 
the ground and the Eagles 
scored the two-point conver-
sion to go ahead 8–0 in the 
fi rst quarter. 

Stuyvesant (12–2) came 
right back with nine points 
of its own. Henry Takizawa 
ran the ball in for a 15-yard 
score for the Peglegs, and 
then a couple of drives later 
hit a 27-yard fi eld goal to put 
Stuyvesant up 9–8 with 4:08 
left in the second quarter. Af-
ter Wilson’s fi rst touchdown, 
Takizawa scored again to 
put Stuyvesant ahead 16–14 

— Franklin Roosevelt running back Tristin Thomas 
on his team winning its first city title ever

— Erasmus Hall’s Shavar Brathwaite 
on overcoming the doubters to 

earn a shot at the crown 

Continued on page 47 Continued on page 47

SOARING HIGH: The Eagle Academy II football team celebrates its 
Public School Athletic League Cup Conference title.  Eagle Academy II

WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS: FDR’s Monrico Cummings celebrates his 
touchdown in the Public School Athletic League Bowl Conference title 
game. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Eagle Academy II 
earns football title 

in fi rst season

Roosevelt wins 
fi rst-ever title 
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Z achary Ochoa’s suc-
cesses in and out of 
the ring are grounded 

in the lessons he learned as 
a 13-year-old kid who had 
just picked up boxing.

The 22-year-old Puerto 
Rican fi ghter, who grew 
up in Williamsburg, never 
lost sight of the work ethic 
ingrained in him by his fa-
ther. He harnessed it, and is 
now in position to become 
one of the next boxing stars 
to come out of Brooklyn. 

Ochoa, who is 8–0 with 
four knockouts, takes the 
next step toward that goal 
at the Barclays Center 
on Dec. 6. He fi ghts Jose 
Miguel Castro in a super-
lightweight fi ght on the un-
dercard of David Lemieux 
against Gabriel Rosado for 
the North American Box-
ing Federation middle-
weight title. 

“Everyone in Brooklyn 
and New York knows who I 
am now,” Ochoa said. “Now 
that that is settled, I have to 
keep working hard so the 
whole world can know me. 
I have a big fan base, but 
I want the whole world to 
know me.”

What they will fi nd is 
an up-and-comer who was 
taught never to let fatigue 
or laziness keep him from 
his dreams, even when 
he couldn’t step into the 
ring. His father would tell 
him little things, like you 
can’t breathe through your 
mouth or rest your arms on 
the ropes when sparing. 

Ochoa, who has never 
drank or smoked, used 
it all as motivation and 
never stopped working. 
It was going to have to be 
done right if he was going 
to succeed. 

“I’ve always been dedi-
cated and intense,” he said. 
“Nobody would be training 
me and I would be doing a 
million push ups, hundreds 
of sit ups, going rounds and 
rounds on the bag until the 
gym closes.”

It is something he has 
carried into his training to 
this day — and a message 
he tries to get across to his 
fans as well. If he isn’t go-

ing to stop working at what 
he loves, why should you? 

“What you have been 
through, you can do what-
ever you want in life. You 
just have to be focused 
and put your mind to it.” 
Ochoa said. “ ‘He’s train-
ing hard,’ ” he imagines 
young fans saying to them-
selves, “ ‘maybe I can do 
my homework like the way 
he trains.’ ” 

That message, combined 
with Ochoa’s good looks, 
have made him a hit on so-
cial media. He has nearly 
90,000 followers on Insta-
gram. Paulie Malignaggi, 
a much bigger star, has 
just 16,000. Social media for 
Ochoa is a meaningful way 
to connect with fans. 

Ochoa, who can over-
whelm opponents with his 
speed or power, said his un-
orthodox style can be hard 
to fi gure out in the ring. 
But how he got to this point 
in his career is clear. 

Inside the scrappy boxer 
there is still that 13-year-
old with a dream and the 
dawning realization of the 
physical gifts he was born 
with. Ochoa is going stop 
at nothing to make sure his 
gifts don’t go to waste. 

“You can’t let anybody 
take your spot because 
there is always somebody 
behind you,” Ochoa said. 
“I feel like I am the guy al-
ways behind everybody 
else coming up. I have to 
train harder.”

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

BY STEPHEN ZITOLO
Erasmus Hall’s roster was fi lled with unproven 
players when the season began, but they’ve 
proven themselves now.

The Dutchmen defi ed critics to earn a fi rst-
place fi nish in the regular season, and the 
teeam is headed to the Public School Athletic 
League City Conference football title game 
at Yankee Stadium after a 39–22 victory over 
sixth-seeded Curtis at Sid Luckman Field in 
the semifi nals last Saturday.  

“We saw the blogs and heard the people say-
ing that this was going to be a down year for 
us,” said senior running back Shavar Brath-
waite. “But we knew what we had in us, and 
knew we could make it to Yankee Stadium. 
Now we just have to fi nish.” 

 Erasmus (11–1) was able to hold off a late 
charge by the Warriors (7–5) after jumping out 
to a 32–0 lead by the third quarter. The team 
advances to its third championship game in 
the last four years to face borough rival and de-
fending champion Abraham Lincoln at 5 pm on 
Dec. 9. 

Erasmus won the crown in 2012 and took 
this year’s regular season meeting with Lin-
coln 18–16 on Oct. 5. 

“This is really exciting,” said Dutchmen 
coach Danny Landberg. “It’s a special feeling. 
It’s a reward for all the hard work we put in. 
I’m real proud of this team and this moment. 
I’m real proud that this team wasn’t consid-
ered to be a winner before the season started.” 

Erasmus, which has been known for its de-
fensive play, won this game because of the ex-
plosiveness of its offense against a tough Curtis 

defense. Aaron Grant threw for three touch-
downs, two of which were hauled in by senior 
wide receiver Keon Gravenhise. Brathwaite 
ran for three scores, including the 70-yard 
dash that put the game out of Curtis’s reach in 
the fourth quarter.

“Honestly, for me I knew I was going to have 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Lincoln played all season 
with the mindset that the un-
defeated city championship it 
won last year did not belong to 
this team. Now this group of 
Railsplitters is one win away 
from a crown to call its own 
after a dominant victory over 
Grand Street on Nov. 29.

The Lincoln defense stifl ed 
the Wolves’ highly touted of-
fense, and senior Luis Rodri-
guez scored three touchdowns 
to give the Railsplitters a 27–0 
win in the Public School Ath-
letic League City Conference 
football semifi nals last Satur-
day in Coney Island. 

The championship experi-
ence certainly paid off against 
a Grand Street team making 
its fi rst semifi nal appearance.  

“We are used to big games 
like this,” said Rodriguez, 
who has seven touchdowns 

this postseason. “We came to 
the fi eld house with the mind-
set that nobody can stop us.” 

The second-seeded Rail-
splitters (10–2) face No. 
1-seeded borough rival Eras-
mus Hall in the Dec. 9 fi nal at 

Yankee Stadium. 
It is the program’s fourth 

trip to the title game in the last 
fi ve years, but Lincoln coach 
Shawn O’Connor preached 
since the preseason that this 
group needed to write its own 
chapter. He even yelled at the 
on-fi eld disco jockey to turn off 
the song “We are the Champi-
ons” following the win, and it 
made the right impression on 
his players.

“We play like we haven’t 
won nothing, like we have 
something to prove,” Rodri-
guez said.

Lincoln, which beat Grand 
Street 21–18 in the regular sea-
son, set the tone early thanks 
to a 26-yard touchdown run 
from Rodriguez on the open-
ing drive to make it 7–0. Se-
nior Elijah Guadeloupe inter-
cepted Grand Street’s Justin 

ON FIRE: Abraham Lincoln’s Luis 
Rodriguez scores the fi rst of his 
three touchdowns against Grand 
Street. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

RUN!: Erasmus Hall’s Shavar Brathwaite has a clear 
path during the game against Curtis High School play-
ers during the Nov. 29 game. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Erasmus Hall heads 
for city title game

Lincoln barricades Grand Street 

Early lessons got 
Ochoa set for 

boxing stardom

Defending champions in title game fourth time in fi ve years

Continued on page 47

Continued on page 47
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Marlena Budna’s trademark 
shot sends the volleyball down 
to the court hard and fast, but 
the most important shot of her 
career was nothing like that.

“It was a slow ball,” said the 
Fort Hamilton senior middle 
hitter of the shot that clinched 
the school’s fi rst Public School 
Athletic League Class A girls’ 
volleyball city title on Nov. 25. 
Even she didn’t think it was 
going to drop in and win the 
match. 

 “I thought they would play 
it,” Budna said. “It ended re-
ally quickly.”

When it landed, Budna put 
her hand in the air and was 
rushed by her teammates to 
celebrate No. 4 Fort Hamil-
ton’s 25–23, 25–15 victory over 
No. 6 Susan Wagner at Hunter 
College last week. 

The Tigers won a third-
straight city crown after win-
ning the Class B crown the 
last two seasons. Fort Ham-
ilton was talented enough to 
play in the top division last 
year, but was not moved up by 
the league. 

“To win three city champi-
onships in a row — it was just 
unbelievable,” Budna said. “It 
is the best feeling as a volley-
ball player.”

Wagner, which upset No. 
2 Midwood in the semifi nals, 
put up a major fi ght in the 
fi rst set. The Falcons (18–1) 
led 15–9 before Fort Hamil-
ton (13–1) began to play more 
cohesively. The Tigers scored 
seven of the next eight points 
to tie the score at 16–16. Alex-
andra Rivera and Maria Pa-
padakos used their height to 
block numerous Wagner shot 
attempts to change the mo-
mentum.

“We didn’t play with heart,” 

junior setter Stephanie Rozek 
said. “We took a time out and 
said it was all about heart. You 
can fi x your passes.”

Budna and Rozek took 
it from there, keeping Wag-
ner from getting control de-
spite leads of 22–20 and 23–
22. Budna had a kill to tie the 
score at 22–22. She also had 
a hand in four of Fort Ham-
ilton’s fi nal fi ve points of the 
set. She has shown the knack 
to close out teams throughout 
all three of the Tigers’ champi-
onship runs. 

“She has a nose for the ball, 
a fl air for the dramatic,” said 
Fort Hamilton coach Richard 
Sherry. 

Fort Hamilton looked more 
like itself in the second set and 
left little doubt of the match’s 
outcome. Hitters Emily Vis-
intini and Alexandra Rivera 

started to get in rhythm. The 
Tigers kept the Falcons de-
fense off balance and allowed 
Budna to have a more consis-
tent impact on the match. A 
well-placed kill from Rozek 
put things out of reach at 21–
13.

Budna fi nished with 17 
kills and seven digs and Ri-
vera added 10 kills and fi ve 
blocks. Rozek dished out 20 as-
sists.   

Sherry said he and the 
girls’ ultimate goal was never 
titles when he took over 2008, 
but just working as hard as he 
and the players could to im-
prove. This particular group 
he knew was special, and all 
the hours on the court at prac-
tice, league games and tour-
naments led to winning at the 
highest level.  

“It all paid off,” Rozek said. 

SPIKED: Fort Hamilton’s Alexandra Rivera tries to spike the ball past 
Wagner’s Karolina Treska.  Photo by Caroll Alvarado

Fort Hamilton claims 
third-straight city title

down of the game. 
“It was huge going in [to 

halftime] like that,” Klyap 
said.

The play was just a small 
part of a season to remem-
ber for the Cougars, who cel-

ebrated wildly after the clock 
ran out. Thomas ran all the 
way to the opposite end zone 
before circling back with his 
helmet above his head. 

“We will talk about this 
50 years from now,” Thomas 
said. “Hopefully I’ll go to col-
lege and talk about this. I’ll 
never forget this champion-
ship.”   

Continued from page 45 

ROOSEVELT

a big game,” Brathwaite said. 
“I feel that every game I play  
should have a big day.” 

The whole fi rst half be-
longed to Erasmus. On the 
game’s fi rst drive Grant found 
junior wide receiver Jahsen 
Wint for a 29-yard touchdown 
and a 6–0 lead. Senior corner-
back Xavier Brathwaite inter-
cepted Curtis’s Maliek Kelly. 

It set up Shavar Brathwaite for 
a 21-yard rushing score. That 
gave the Dutchmen a 12–0 ad-
vantage, and his 40-yard scor-
ing run made it 26–0 at half-
time. 

What looked like a rout 
took a fast turn as Curtis’s of-
fense started to come alive. It 
forced a fumble and recover 
it in the fourth quarter. The 
turnover led to a one-yard 
run up the middle by Kelly 
for a touchdown and a defi cit 
of only 32–16. Kelly followed 

that up with a 34-yard con-
nection with senior wide re-
ceiver Andre Ridely and all 
of a sudden it was just 32–22, 
with 4:00 left in the game. Sha-
var Braithwaite stopped the 
Curtis charge short with a 70-
yard touchdown run to seal 
the Dutchmen’s trip to the ti-
tle game. 

“This means everything to 
us,” Grant said. “We’ve been 
working since January. Ev-
eryone has been doubting us 
all year.”

early in the third quarter. 
The Eagles defense, 

which recovered two fum-
bles in the fourth quarter, 
sparked the comeback that 
earned the crown. 

Jones feels the school’s 

rigorous academics helped 
his players on the fi eld, and 
also helped the school’s la-
crosse boys’ team win a 
championship in its fi rst 
varsity year as well. 

“We are just holding them 
accountable for all of their 
actions,” Jones said. “What 
we preach in the classroom 
we preach on the fi eld.”

Continued from page 45 

EAGLES
Continued from page 46 

ERASMUS

White on the Wolves’ fi rst 
possession. The Railsplit-
ters, however, managed only 
fi eld goals of 28 and 34 yards 
from Axel Pembele to take 
a 13–0 lead into the break. 
That was more than enough 
for its defense to end Grand 
Street’s season.

“We didn’t play Grand 
Street football, but we will be 
back,” Wolves coach Bruce 
Eugene said. 

Lincoln pressured White 
all afternoon and ran Eu-
gene Qualls and Rhamel Jo-
seph down before they could 
break free. It limited White 
to just 74 yards in the air 
and receiver Taysir Mack to 
just one catch. Lincoln also 
stopped Grand Street (11–2) 
on fourth and goal from the 
four in the second quarter 
and three-yard line in the 
third. 

“We wanted to pres-
sure them a little bit more,” 

O’Connor said. “We sat back 
in zone the last time. We said, 
‘you know what, we have ath-
letes too, let’s not be afraid to 
play them, man.’ ” 

Rodriguez continues to 
be the man for Lincoln. The 
hybrid receiver and running 
back tallied 197 yards of total 
offense. He took a screen pass 
from Paul Litvak 76 yards 
for a touchdown in the third 
quarter. Litvak was 14 of 22 
passing for 200 yards. Rodri-
guez added a 14-yard scoring 
run on the game’s fi nal play.

“He’s a monster,” Guade-
loupe said.

Lincoln couldn’t have 
been happier to hear that it 
would face the Dutchman 
for the championship. Eras-
mus ended the Railsplitters’ 
17-game winning streak 18–
16 in the regular season, so 
there’s a desire to return the 
favor in the year’s biggest 
game. 

“I’d glad,” Rodriguez said. 
“I owe them one since last 
game. I’d glad to play them 
again.” 

Continued from page 46 

LINCOLN

HE’S GAINING: Roosevelt’s Kaseem Morrision sweeps left for a nice 
gain in the championship game on Nov. 29. Photo by Steven Schnibbe
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Pilo Arts Salon
WWW.PILOARTS.COM

One gift card
outshines them all

“In the holiday season of endless
gift cards, there is the one that

she prefers the most-
a gift card from Pilo Arts.”
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