
Dec. 12–18, 2014 Your Neighborhood — Your News®

SERVING BROOKLYN SINCE 1958

50 cents

A CNG Publication Vol. 69 No. 50 BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

BY VANESSA OGLE
Turns out a moment of awk-
wardness wasn’t the worst that 
could happen when a popular 
family restaurant chain un-
leashed indoor aircraft with 
the mission of prompting din-
ers to kiss on camera.

TGI Friday’s much-hyped 
“Mobile Mistletoe” drones 
drew fi rst blood in their New 
York City debut on Dec. 4 at the 
chain’s  beloved Sheepshead 
Bay location  when one of them 
hit our intrepid photographer 
right in the face.

The two remote-controlled 
helicopters dangling sprigs 
of mistletoe were intended to 
spread holiday romance, but 
one of them fl ew out of control 
and clipped Courier photogra-
pher Georgine Benvenuto in 
the nose with one of its spin-
ning, uncovered blades.

“It literally chipped off a 
tip of my nose,” said Benve-
nuto, using tissues to stanch 
the blood. “It took off part of 
my nose and cut me here, right 
under my chin.”

Benvenuto said she’s just 
thankful she wasn’t blinded 
in the name of love.

“Thank god it didn’t go any-
where under my eye — that is 
my livelihood.”

Drone operator David Qui-
ones said an accident like this 
had never happened before, 
and even blamed our reporter 

for the bloodshed. 
Quiones had encouraged 

our reporter to let him land 
the smaller of the two air-
craft on her hand, but she 
fl inched when the 10-inch 
drone touched down — and he 
said that is what caused the 
four-bladed fl ying machine 
to careen into the face of our 
photographer nearby. But 
Benvenuto insisted that the 
responsibility lies with the 
man operating the controls. 

“He is the one controlling 
it — he needs to be more care-

ful,” she said. 
A spokeswoman for TGI 

Friday’s insisted that ear-
lier Mobile Mistletoe events 
in Long Island and Texas in-
curred no casualties and dis-
missed concerns about fur-
ther injuries — even from the 
much larger, 23-inch drone 
sporting six uncovered pro-
pellers — saying that custom-
ers will stay clear of the whirl-
ing, fi ve-inch blades.

“We do not let consumers 
touch it,” said Frances Karko-

Our photog injured by TGI Friday’s copter

Continued on page 12

DEMO DISASTER: During a demonstration, the drone operator lost con-
trol of the contraption and our very own photographer Georgine Benv-
enuto was hit, causing lacerations to  her nose and chin.  
 Community News Group / Vanessa Ogle

State Sen. Marty Golden has a twinkle in his eye as he sits on 
Santa’s lap at the Lady Moody Triangle tree lighting in Gravesend 
on Dec. 4.  For more, see page 2. Photo by Steve Solomonson

DRONE 
STRIKE!

Naughty or nice?
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BY VANESSA OGLE
The Christmas spirit is brightening up the neigh-
borhood!

The annual Christmas tree lighting at the Lady 
Moody Triangle in Gravesend on Dec. 4 featured 
seasonal songs and holiday dance routines. The 
celebration was the perfect way to kick off the win-
ter season and spread Christmas cheer, said one 
elected offi cial who attended the celebration. 

“The Christmas tree lighting was great way to 
usher in the holiday spirit here in our community,” 
said state Sen. Marty Golden (R–Bay Ridge). 

Students from PS 95 sang Christmas classics 
and showed off their dance moves while the crowd 
sipped on hot chocolate, and cheerleaders from IS 
228 David A. Boody spread Christmas cheer.

But no Christmas celebration is complete with-
out jolly old St. Nick, and Santa Claus jetted from 
the North Pole to celebrate the winter festivities 
with the community.  

Golden said the red-suited hero was the reason 
the night was so magical.  

“I felt the true excitement of the season among 
us all — and I know that the special visit from 
Santa Claus had something to do with it,” said 
Golden, who gleefully licked a candy cane while 
seated on Santa’s lap. 

Gravesend kicks off Christmas season with tree lighting

SANTA’S HELPERS: (Above) Santa receives a big hug from Kanvel Butt. (Left) Christi-
ana Thompson sips on her piping hot chocolate. (Below) The PS 95 chorus sing Christ-
mas songs for the crowd. Photos by Steve Solomonson
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By Danielle Furfaro

The jazz ’20s are out and the 
swinging ’30s are in! 

The folks behind the 
much beloved Jazz Age Lawn 
Party that takes place annually 
on Governor’s Island are throwing 
another throwback party in Fort 
Greene on Dec. 13. But unlike the 
summer event, which channels the 
spirit of 1920s, the Winter Ball is 
a celebration of the fashion and 
music of the 1930s and 1940s, an 
organizer explained. 

“It is a much more elegant 
affair,” said co-organizer Gin 
Minsky. “There are elaborate 
costumes and set pieces. It is 
something you do not see any-

more in New York City.”
This is the sixth year the 

Winter Ball has taken place, but 
the first time the shindig will be 
in Brooklyn instead of Manhattan. 
This time, it will held at the 
Irondale Center, a cavernous two-
tiered ballroom in Fort Greene. 

“We have a whole crew from 
Barney’s who will be coming in 
to do our displays,” said Minsky. 
“We put a lot of time and effort 
into totally transforming the 
space.”

The entertainment for the eve-
ning will include Minsky’s tap-
dancing duo the Minsky Sisters, 
big band Michael Arenella and His 
Dreamland Orchestra and Roddy 

and Gretchen Caravella, who play 
holiday ballroom dance duets. 

But just as entertaining will 
be the array of costumes worn by 
not only the performers, but all of 
the guests, many of whom aim to 
outdo each other with their vintage 
wear, Minsky said. 

“We want it to have as much 
vintage spirit as possible,” she 
said. “Consider this a black tie 
affair.”

The Sixth Annual Winter Ball at 
the Irondale Center [85 S. Oxford 
St. between Lafayette Avenue and 
Fulton Street in Fort Greene, www.
winterball14.brownpapertickets.
com] Dec. 13 at 8 pm. $150, ticket 
includes dinner and cocktails.

Jazz Age Party creators throw ’30s ball in Fort Greene

Burn the floor: Some serious dance skills will be on display at the 
Winter Ball. And below, band leader and event co-organizer Michael 
Arenella blows his own horn — literally. Driely S

Swingers
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BY MAX JAEGER
McKinley Park is shining!

Neighbors came together 
for a tree-lighting ceremony 
in the park that straddles the 
border between Bay Ridge 
and Dyker Heights on Dec. 3. 

One resident who recently 
moved to Bay Ridge from 
Brooklyn Heights said she 
didn’t really miss the yule-
tide blow-out at Borough 
Hall, because the Ridge light-
ing was so spectacular.

“We were really im-
pressed with the one at 
McKinley,” said Marianne 
Ponton. “It was so fun and 
festive, and the kids had such 
a great time.”

State Sen. Martin Golden 
hosted the event, which in-
cluded free hot chocolate, 
Christmas carols, and an 
early visit from Santa Claus, 
who doled out candy canes and 
seated starry-eyed kids on his 
knee for a holiday tete-a-tete.

The concert band from 
IS 201 played a set of holi-
day tunes, but a song from a 
blockbuster movie stole the 
show.

“The kids got especially 
excited when they heard the 
song from ‘Frozen,’ ” Ponton 
said. “All of the kids were 
singing ‘Let It Go.’ ”

The oscar-winning tune 
—  penned by a couple of 

Brooklyn songsmiths  — 
struck a chord with kids, but 
the more staid classics reso-
nated with adults, according 
to the band’s director.

“There were enough 
adults there to appreciate the 
Christmas carols,” said di-
rector John Altieri.

HITS THE SPOT: Gemma Poton 
enjoys a cup of cocoa on a chilly 
December evening at the McKinn-
ley Park Christmas tree lighting.
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

LIGHT IT UP: Santa, fi re department Capt. Paul Brincat, and state Sen. 
Martin Golden illuminate the park’s tree. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

McKinley Park 
lights up for 
the holidays

BY MAX JAEGER
They’re calling it a cop out.

Mayor DeBlasio’s up-
dated four-year fi nancial plan 
doesn’t boost the police depart-
ment’s uniformed head count, 
but critics say the mayor has 
to grow the force to keep pace 
with the city’s rising popula-
tion — especially in neighbor-
hoods like Coney Island where 
violence remains a problem.

“If the city is growing — 
and the mayor boasts of it — 
we need to increase the budget 
for the NYPD,” said Council-
man Mark Teryger (D–Coney 
Island). “There have to be 
more police offi cers.”

There are currently 34,483 
uniformed offi cers on the 
force, and the mayor plans to 
keep that level static through 
June 2018, according to an 
updated fi nancial plan re-
leased Nov. 25. Maintaining 
the force’s current size will re-
duce the number of police per 
capita as the population con-
tinues to grow, say critics. In 
2000, there were 202 New York-
ers for every police offi cer — 
in 2014 there were 244 people 
per cop, according to census 
data.

Even the raw numbers are 
at record lows, according to 
another councilman.

“There are 6,000 fewer po-
lice offi cers patrolling our 
streets than there were on 
Sept. 11, 2001,” said Council-
man Vincent Gentile (D–Bay 
Ridge). “Indeed, I don’t recall 
the head counts in the pre-
cincts in my district ever be-
ing lower than they are to-
day.”

Not hiring additional police 
will have a negative impact on 
Coney Islanders, according to 
locals who say they need more 

police to quell rising violence 
in the neighborhood’s impov-
erished residential sections. 
 The People’s Playground saw 
a bloody summer and a fall 
full of gunfi re . 

The neighborhood has seen 
a “razor thin decrease” in 
shooting incidents, according 
to 60th Precinct command-
ing offi cer Deputy Inspector 
James Rooney, with 21 so far 
this year and 22 this time last 
year. But, several recent inci-
dents that left locals with bul-
let holes in homes do not count 
toward that statistic because 
bullets didn’t strike anyone, 
according to police and law-
makers. Patrols vary, but 
there are typically fi ve to six 
cars working the beat in each 
precinct, police said.

One Mermaid Avenue ho-
meowner and neighborhood 
leader whose home has been 
 caught in neighborhood cross-
fi re  longed for the days when 
the police were a common 
sight on city street corners. 

“Growing up, we always 
had the police on the beat — 
they knew who we were and 
we knew who they were,” said 
Pamela Pettyjohn.

Fearful residents appeal for more police 

EXPANSION IN TANDEM: Council-
man Mark Treyger says the police 
force needs to keep pace with the 
city’s population growth. 
 File photo by Steve Solomonson

HOLE IN THE FORCE: Coney Islander Pamela Pettyjohn points to the spot where an errant bullet hit her neigh-
bor’s home last month. Pettyjohn said a stronger police presence on area blocks would deter violence, but 
police offi cials say they don’t have the manpower. File photo by Steven Schnibbe

Coney wants cops
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BY VANESSA OGLE
Giving Coney Island’s iconic wooden 
Boardwalk the same landmark protec-
tion as Prospect Park could be the only 
way to thwart the city’s plans to re-
make it in concrete and plastic, accord-
ing to the area’s councilman.

Councilman Mark Treyger (D–
Coney Island) is pushing to get the 
Riegelmann Boardwalk landmarked 
as a way to halt work on the Brighton 
Beach section of the Boardwalk to rip 
up the hardwood boards and replace 
them with cement and plastic slats. 

The city started construction on 
the Brighton Beach section last month 
but the community isn’t giving up the 
fi ght to save the wooden walkway, say-
ing that the iconic Boardwalk is es-
sential to the city’s history and should 
be protected as one of the city’s scenic 
landmarks.

“This to me is an issue that goes 
beyond Coney Island — this structure 
has a role in New York history,” Trey-
ger said of the 91-year-old Boardwalk 
named after  former Borough President 
Edward J. “Ned” Riegelmann .  “There 
are so many New Yorkers that can re-
call stories of going to the Boardwalk 
with their families and friends.” 

Treyger wrote a letter to the city’s 
Landmarks Preservation Committee 
last week urging it to designate the 
Boardwalk as a scenic landmark. He 
said the designation is rare but there 
are several sites in the city — includ-
ing Central Park and Prospect Park 
— that have secured the status. He 
said the Boardwalk deserves to be 
landmarked and residents shouldn’t 
be punished because they have less 
wealth than other neighborhoods. 

“I will be working with my col-
leagues in government and the com-
munity to advocate for what we be-
lieve is a public treasure in our part 
of New York that historically has not 
been given the level of attention it de-
serves,” Treyger said. “We hear about 
this theme of two cities — certain well-

to-do areas get more resources.”
The Parks Department said it plans 

to convert the 2.5-mile Boardwalk — 
which stretches from the border of 
Sea Gate to Brighton 14th Street — 
into a plastic and concrete path to en-
sure a more “sustainable” walkway. 
But Treyger said that cement surfaces 
can’t protect residents from severe 
weather as well as the wooden Board-
walk. 

“Tell the residents of New Orleans 
that their concrete levees were safer,” 
he said, alluding to the fl ooding dur-
ing Hurricane Katrina. “Mother Na-
ture will destroy anything in her path 
she wants to.”

One local said the cement Board-
walk is the Parks Department’s way 
to avoid routine maintenance that fu-
ture generations would regret. He said 
a cement Boardwalk will permanently 
deface the area but he agreed a land-
mark classifi cation could stop the de-
struction of the icon. 

“It is kind of like vandalizing the 
Boardwalk — it is a short-sighted solu-
tion that future generations will won-
der how this happened,” said Charles 
Denson, the director of the Coney Is-
land History Project. “Landmarking it 
would prevent this sort of plan in the 
future.”

Coney councilman seeks preservation 
status to prevent cement replacement

BOARDWALK UMPIRE: Councilman Mark 
Treyger wants the famed Riegelmann Board-
walk to be named a “scenic landmark” like 
Prospect Park. File photo by Steve Solomonson

Pol: Landmark 
the Boardwalk
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BY VANESSA OGLE
Turns out a moment of awkward-
ness wasn’t the worst that could hap-
pen when a popular family restaurant 
chain unleashed indoor aircraft with 
the mission of prompting diners to kiss 
on camera.

TGI Friday’s much-hyped “Mobile 
Mistletoe” drones drew fi rst blood in 
their New York City debut on Dec. 4 at 
the chain’s  beloved Sheepshead Bay 
location  when one of them hit our in-
trepid photographer right in the face.

The two remote-controlled heli-
copters dangling sprigs of mistletoe 
were intended to spread holiday ro-
mance, but one of them fl ew out of con-
trol and clipped Courier photographer 
Georgine Benvenuto in the nose with 
one of its spinning, uncovered blades.

“It literally chipped off a tip of my 
nose,” said Benvenuto, using tissues 
to stanch the blood. “It took off part of 
my nose and cut me here, right under 
my chin.”

Benvenuto said she’s just thankful 
she wasn’t blinded in the name of love.

“Thank god it didn’t go anywhere 
under my eye — that is my liveli-
hood.”

Drone operator David Quiones said 
an accident like this had never hap-
pened before, and even blamed our re-

porter for the bloodshed. 
Quiones had encouraged our re-

porter to let him land the smaller 
of the two aircraft on her hand, but 
she fl inched when the 10-inch drone 
touched down — and he said that is 
what caused the four-bladed fl ying 
machine to careen into the face of our 
photographer nearby. But Benvenuto 

insisted that the responsibility lies 
with the man operating the controls. 

“He is the one controlling it — he 
needs to be more careful,” she said. 

A spokeswoman for TGI Friday’s 
insisted that earlier Mobile Mistletoe 
events in Long Island and Texas in-
curred no casualties and dismissed 
concerns about further injuries — 
even from the much larger, 23-inch 
drone sporting six uncovered propel-
lers — saying that customers will stay 
clear of the whirling, fi ve-inch blades.

“We do not let consumers touch 
it,” said Frances Karkosak, a spokes-
woman for the restaurant chain.

Diners at the Harkness Avenue eat-
ery were more amused than threat-
ened by the kiss-coaxing drones loom-
ing overhead, saying Benvenuto’s 
injury was just a fl esh wound.

“It was like a scratch on her nose,” 
said Karim Turner of Yonkers, who 
didn’t witness the incident but saw a 
photo of the result. “I’ve seen far more 
worse blood than that.”

Another man, who happily kissed 
his wife under the heavy downdraft 
of the larger drone, said the fl ying toy 
might even make a good Christmas 
gift for his wife. 

“If you wanna bring it to the house, 
she’s gonna blow dry her hair with it,” 

said George Gonzales, who has been 
coming to TGI Friday’s with his wife 
for their twice-a-week “date night” for 
almost 16 years.  

Quiones isn’t worried that the 
drone strike on Benvenuto will be the 
kiss of death for the restaurant chain’s 
Mobile Mistletoe holiday promotion, 
saying that people won’t be scared 
away because they already know — 
and disregard — the risks. 

“If people get hurt, they’re going 
to come regardless. People get hurt in 
airplanes, they still fl y,” Quiones said. 
“There is a risk involved — anything 
fl ying, there is risk.”

Our photographer injured by wayward TGI Friday’s mistletoe copter

COUPLE KISS: George and Carmen Gonza-
lez, who have been coming to TGI Friday’s for 
about 16 years, kissed underneath a drone 
carrying mistletoe at the Sheepshead Bay 
eatery on Dec. 4.   Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

MISTLETOE MADNESS: Our intrepid photog-
rapher Georgine Benvenuto was cut in the 
face by the drone.  
 Community News Group / Vanessa Ogle

Drone strike in S’head Bay
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BY VANESSA OGLE
This couple has just the thing for the 
lactose-intolerant, nut-allergic, vegan 
chocoholic in your life!

The husband-and-wife Brighton 
Beach chocolatiers behind  Brooklyn 
Dark  — a dairy-free, organic chocolate 
company — have treats that everyone 
can eat up this holiday season. Brook-
lyn Dark’s treats are made with dark 
chocolate and hemp seeds, and with-
out common allergens like gluten and 
nuts. 

“Our goal is to be the healthi-
est chocolate in the world right now 
— and the tastiest, obviously,” said 
Lev Kelman, who started the com-
pany with his wife, Lori Denman, 
three years ago. “If you have some-
one vegan in your family and you 
don’t know what to give them, this is 
the perfect gift. If you know someone 
who wants to be healthy, this is the 
perfect choice.”

The chocolates are made with hemp 
seeds and high concentrations of cacao 
beans, which Kelman said offers a rich 
taste that allows the couple to use less 
sugar and fat. Kelman said Brooklyn 
Dark is the fi rst company to use hemp 
seeds as a standard ingredient — and 
he said the small seeds pack a mighty 
punch. 

“Hemp seed is what truly sets each 

of our Brooklyn Dark products apart 
— not only in taste and texture, but for 
health benefi ts as well,” said Kelman.  
“Hemp seeds are a nearly perfect food 
source. They contain digestible pro-
tein, healthy Omega fatty acids, and 
naturally occurring vitamins and 
minerals.”

The chocolate fl avors include clas-
sic hemp, orange silk, open sesame, and 
Moroccan spice. The company’s new-
est fl avor is Pop Star, which contains 
popcorn. Kelman said he created the 
crunchy fl avor to entice folks who are 
new to cacao-heavy dark chocolate.

“It could introduce other people to 
higher-content chocolate, like ‘Oh, it 
is popcorn,’ ” he said. “This is enticing 
people to try something they’d never 
try anytime else.”

Kelman said the organic ingredi-
ents can even offer women relief for 
premenstrual syndrome. 

“The change during the time, 
women lose a lot of metal. Magne-
sium and hemp helps regulate that,” 
he said. 

But the chocolate isn’t gender spe-
cifi c. Denman said residents who try 
the chocolate will enjoy it so much, 
they’ll want to share it with their 
friends. 

“It is also a good regulator of mood,” 
said Denman. “It is a gift and re-gift.”

Couple makes hypo-allergenic treats

EAT UP!: Lori Denman and Lev Kelman show off the different fl avors of Brooklyn Dark choc-
olate — all fl avors are dairy-free, gluten-free, and nut-free. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

The caring 
chocolatiers
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Real people answer the phone at a health  
insurance company? Shut the front door! 
Surprising, but true. Now there’s a different kind of health insurance company. One where real people called CareConnectors  
give you VIP treatment every step of the way. They answer the phones, can make doctors’ appointments for you (on your schedule) 
and help out with billing so you can just focus on getting well and staying that way. Still skeptical?

See for yourself. Call toll-free 855-558-5959. GetCareConnect.com
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68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Bank robbery fl op
A spineless man tried to rob a 

Third Avenue bank on Dec. 2 — but 
fl ed when the teller called the man-
ager. 

The would-be robber walked into 
the branch between 95th and 96th 
Streets in Bay Ridge at 1:15 pm and 
passed the teller a note that read: 
“This is a robbery. I have a gun. 
Pull [sic] all money in an envelope. 
No dye packs. No alarms,” a police 
report states. 

The teller told a manager, and 
the cowardly crook fl ed without any 
loot, police said.

Cops pinch gunman
Police caught one of two alleged 

gun-toting robbers who they said 
assaulted a man on 96th Street on 
Dec. 5. 

Offi cials say the pair fl ashed a 
gun at a guy between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Bay Ridge at 
12:15 am and demanded his wallet. 
The victim said no, and the gun-less 
goon punched him in the face before 
both allegedly fl ed. 

Police saw the pair fl ee into a 
building at 87th Street and Fourth 
Avenue and cuffed the guy allegedly 
carrying the gun, a police report 
states.

16 grand gone
A burglar stole an estimated 

$16,060 in jewelry, cash, and elec-
tronics from a Narrows Avenue 
home sometime between Nov. 30 
and Dec. 1. 

The thief sneaked into the home 
between 70th Street and MacKay 
Place in Bay Ridge between 5 pm 
and 5:30 pm the next day, police 
said. 

The trespasser took A Macbook 
Pro, an iPad, iPhone, two Louis 
Vuitton bags, three pieces of gold 
jewelry, speakers, a diamond pen-
dant, and $3,200 cash, a police re-
port states.

Bargain basement
Someone broke into a Ridge Bou-

levard basement and took $8,280 in 
tools sometime overnight on Dec. 4. 

The intruder made his way in 
to the home between 81st and 82nd 
streets sometime between 6 pm and 
11 am the next day, a police report 
states.

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Dirty deeds
Police arrested a guy who they 

said stole laundry detergent from an 
86th Street pharmacy on Dec. 6 and 
punched the security guard in the 
face when the man tried to stop him. 

Cops say the laundry larcenist 
came into the store between 21st 
Avenue and Bay Parkway in Ben-
sonhurst at 10:35 pm and snatched 
the soap. When a security guard 
confronted the dirty dude, the al-
leged thief punched the man in the 
face and threatened the guard with 
a piece of metal, according to po-
lice.

Robbed at gunpoint
Two gun-toting goons took a cell-

phone and $100 from a guy on 65th 
Street on Dec. 6. 

The man was between 21st Av-
enue and Bay Parkway in Benson-
hurst at 9 pm when the heat-pack-
ing pair fl ashed the gun at the man, 
took his stuff, and fl ed down 65th 
Street toward 21st Avenue in sepa-
rate cars, a police report states. 

The fi rst robber fl ed in a rental 
car, and the second fl ed in a white 
Honda Odyssey, police said.

Door-busting burglar
Someone is busting down front 

doors and stealing electronics and 
jewelry from homes in a section of 
Gravesend.

• Someone stole $1,500 and elec-
tronics from a Bay Parkway apart-
ment on Dec. 4. 

The burglar broke a lock on the 
front door of the apartment between 
86th and 87th Streets at 11:30 am, po-
lice said. 

• A thief got into an 84th Street 
apartment and stole electronics and 
jewelry on Dec. 5. 

The guy entered the home be-
tween 23rd and 24th avenues at 7:30 
am, a police report states.

• A burglar busted the lock on the 
front door of an apartment on 80th 
Street between 23rd and 24th av-
enues and stole jewelry at 2 pm on 
Dec. 5, police said.

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—

SEAGATE

Masked beat-down
Two chumps beat up a guy and 

stole his phone and coat on W. 11th 
Street on Dec. 1. 

The pair came up to their victim 
between Avenues W and X wearing 
black hoodies and masks at 10:52 
pm, police said. One said, “Give me 
your s---” and then punched the man 
in the face while his partner tried to 
pry the phone from the guy’s hand, 
a police report states. 

The victim fell to the ground 
and the two louts started kicking 
him in the face and head shouting, 
“Give me your money,” police said. 
The thugs took the guy’s phone and 
jacket and left him with a bruised 
head, offi cials said.

Not neighborly
Police arrested a man on Dec. 3 

who they said robbed a Surf Avenue 
woman and threatened to rape her 
in public if she called the police. 

The suspect and the victim live 
in the same apartment building, be-
tween W. 30th and W. 31st streets, 
police said. The guy allegedly fol-
lowed the woman and harassed her 
as she walked her kids to school at 
7:45 am. 

Then police say he cornered 
her in a stairwell of the apartment 
building, grabbed her by the hair, 
and threw her to the ground be-
fore taking her tablet computer. Af-
ter allegedly beating and robbing 
the woman, offi cials say the man 
threatened her, saying “If you call 
the cops, I’m gonna violate you in 
the street.” 

The woman told police that the 
37-year-old lives with his mother 
and has no job or car, police said. 
Offi cers went to the man’s home, ar-
rested him, and recovered the com-
puter, a police report states.

Socked hard
Some punks at an Ocean Park-

way high school beat a kid so badly 
on Dec. 1 that they broke his eye 
socket. 

The victim was eating lunch at 
the school between West Avenue and 
Shore Parkway at 12:45 pm when 
someone threw food at him, police 
said. He confronted the punks, who 
told him they were looking for a 
fi ght, a police report states. 

The bell rang, and the kids dis-
persed, but the punks jumped the 
victim in the stairwell, offi cials 
said.

Teens mob guy
A horde of juveniles jumped a 

guy on Brighton Beach Avenue on 
Dec. 5. 

The 40-year-old victim was be-
tween Ocean Parkway and Brigh-
ton First Street at 3:42 pm when 
someone came out of nowhere and 
punched him in the face, police 
said. 

As he tried to run, about 20 kids 
between the ages of 16 and 18 hit 
him and smacked him with a blunt 
object, a police report states. The 
punks took the guy’s cellphone and 
they fl ed to the Brighton Beach Av-
enue Q train station.

Caught a stray
Someone shot a man while he 

was walking home from a W. 33rd 
Street grocery store on Dec. 1

An unknown shooter fi red four 
to fi ve shots between Bayside and 
Neptune avenues at 3:43 pm, and one 
struck the guy’s thigh, police said. 

Paramedics took him to Lu-
theran Medical Center and was not 
likely to die from the wound, offi -
cials said. — Max Jaeger

BY VANESSA OGLE
Police are asking for the public’s 
help fi nding two men who robbed a 
Midwood jewelry store at gunpoint 
on Dec. 3.

The two men burst into the 
Coney Island Avenue shop near 
E. 10th Street at 1:22 pm and 
stole $250,000 worth of merchan-
dise, according to authorities. 

Police say one of the suspects 
held individuals in the store 
at gunpoint while the other 
smashed jewelry cases with a 
hammer and dumped the loot 
into a sack.

Both men wore dark clothing 
and they had bandannas covering 
their faces. 

The suspect with the gun was 
wearing white gloves and his 
sweatshirt had light-colored writ-
ing on it.

Anyone with information re-
garding the incident is asked to 
call Crime Stoppers at (800) 577–
8477. The public can also submit 
tips by logging onto the Crime 
Stoppers website at  www.nypd-
crimestoppers.com  or by texting 
tips to 274637 (CRIMES) then en-
tering TIP577.

Gunpoint 
jewelry heist
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BROOKLYN
WHERE�THE�STORES�ARE

DEPARTMENT STORE  
& RETAILER  

HOURS MAY VARY 
*Some stores may open at 6pm.

HOLIDAY�HOURS

DECEMBER�����

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

23

11am - 8pm

24

10am - 9:30pm

25

10am - 9:30pm

26

10am - 10pm

27
Closed* 

Thanksgiving Day

28
12am -11pm 
Black Friday

29

7am - 10pm

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

NOV 30

10am - 9pm

1

10am - 9:30pm

2

10am - 9:30pm

3

10am - 9:30pm

4

10am - 9:30pm

5

10am - 10pm

6

9am - 11pm

7

10am - 10pm

8

10am - 9:30pm

9

10am - 9:30pm

10

9am - 10pm

11

9am - 10pm

12

9am - 11pm

13

8am - 12am

14

9am - 11pm

15

9am - 11pm

16

9am - 11pm

17

8am - 11pm

18

8am - 11pm

19

8am - 12am

20

7am - 12am

21

7am - 12am

22

7am - 12am

23

7am - 12am

24
7am - 7pm 

Christmas Eve

25
Closed 

Christmas Day

26

9am - 10pm

27

10am - 10pm

28

11am - 9:30pm

29

10am - 9:30pm

30

10am - 10pm

31
10am - 7pm 

New Year’s Eve

JAN 1
10am - 7pm 

New Year’s Day

NOVEMBER�����

MACY’S��SEARS��BEST�BUY�&�MORE�THAN�����SPECIALTY�STORES�AND�EATERIES��|�Located at the intersection of Flatbush Ave. & Ave. U in Brooklyn | 718.253.6844 | KingsPlazaOnline.com �

VISIT�SANTA�|�NOV�����-�DEC�����|��UPPER�LEVEL
See KingsPlazaOnline.com for hours and details
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BY MAX JAEGER
There’s no disguising a fun 
time.

More than 100 people cov-
ered their faces and opened 
their wallets at a masquer-
ade ball benefi tting the youth-
mentoring program Coney Is-
land Generation Gap at Rex 
Manor Catering Hall in Dyker 
Heights on Dec. 4. While the 
adults played, young members 
of the organization were busy 
raising money for a spring 
trip, the group’s director said.

“We had all our youth there 

as the paparazzi fi lming and 
taking photos,” said director 
Pamela Harris.

Coney Island Generation 
Gap raised $6,500 toward an 
April cruise that will whisk 20 
kids and Harris through Ja-
maica, Mexico, and the Cay-
man Islands. But the holiday 
won’t just be a lark — Harris is 
turning the trip into an educa-
tional scavenger hunt, she said.

“They have a lot of ques-
tions they’re going to have to 
answer — math, geology, ge-
ography — we don’t just take 

them on trips and let them eat 
bon bons,” Harris said.

Guests at the masquerade 
were treated to food and fun, 
with a photo booth and raffl es 
to raise money for the youth 
group.

The organization also hon-
ored community leaders, in-
cluding  hero Brian Gotlieb, 
who broke several toes and 
took 13 stitches stopping an 
out-of-control soap box derby 
car at the Generation Gap’s 
annual downhill race in Au-
gust . 

FILLING THE GAP: (Left) Offi cer Eric Castagliola — the 60th Precinct’s 
crime prevention offi cer — won an award at Coney Island Generation 
Gap’s masquerade gala on Dec. 4. His wife, Aidee, joined him for the 
honor. (Center) Brian Gottlieb won the Heroism Award for stopping an 
out-of-control soap box derby car during a summer race in Coney Island. 
(Above) Kayla Lorenzana was on hand to give out raffl e tickets. 
 Photos by Georgine Benvenuto

Having a ball for Coney kids

*New money only. APY effective November 24, 2014. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred 
from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Great rates like ours don’t grow on trees.

At Flushing Bank, we’re small enough to know you and large enough to provide 
you with the great rates you’re looking for. Hurry, an offer like this can’t last forever. 

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

60-Month CD

2..05%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit

36-Month CD

1.70%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit
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Pilo Arts Salon
WWW.PILOARTS.COM

One gift card
outshines them all

“In the holiday season of endless
gift cards, there is the one that

she prefers the most-
a gift card from Pilo Arts.”

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of

Intercoiffure Mondial
Paris  London Roma

Colour

Hi-Lights

Massage

Facial

Receive 1 FREE  CERTIFICATE

EL 2012-:FLUX Collection. Images provided courtesy of Schwarzkopf Professional

ST PLACE 
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sak, a spokeswoman for 
the restaurant chain.

Diners at the Hark-
ness Avenue eatery were 
more amused than threat-
ened by the kiss-coaxing 
drones looming overhead, 
saying Benvenuto’s injury 
was just a fl esh wound.

“It was like a scratch 

on her nose,” said Karim 
Turner of Yonkers, who 
didn’t witness the inci-
dent but saw a photo of the 
result. “I’ve seen far more 
worse blood than that.”

Another man, who 
happily kissed his wife 
under the heavy down-
draft of the larger drone, 
said the fl ying toy might 
even make a good Christ-
mas gift for his wife. 

“If you wanna bring it 
to the house, she’s gonna 
blow dry her hair with 
it,” said George Gonzales, 
who has been coming to 
TGI Friday’s with his wife 
for their twice-a-week 
“date night” for almost 16 
years.  

Quiones isn’t worried 
that the drone strike on 
Benvenuto will be the kiss 
of death for the restaurant 

chain’s Mobile Mistletoe 
holiday promotion, say-
ing that people won’t be 
scared away because they 
already know — and dis-
regard — the risks. 

“If people get hurt, 
they’re going to come re-
gardless. People get hurt 
in airplanes, they still fl y,” 
Quiones said. “There is a 
risk involved — anything 
fl ying, there is risk.”

Continued from cover
DRONE

DANGER ZONE: (Left) Drone operator David Quinones — seen here with the drone that injured our photographer — was unapolo-
getic after the bloodshed. (Right) George and Carmen Gonzalez, who have been coming to TGI Friday’s for about 16 years, kissed 
underneath a drone carrying mistletoe at the Sheepshead Bay eatery on Dec. 4.  Photos by Georgine Benvenuto

 2MIN
2XDAY
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1.30%
APY*

*

eNorthfield.com | (718) 448-1000

Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) in effect as of November 21, 2014 and subject to change 
without notice, including after the account is opened. Minimum balance of $35,000 to 
open Premier Savings account.  Accounts are for new money only.  New money is defined 
as funds not currently on deposit with Northfield Bank.  In each month that the account is 
open, if the account balance drops below $15,000 on any given day, a monthly fee of $20 
will be imposed. Fees could reduce earnings. Accounts with balances between $0 - $299.99 
earn no interest.  Accounts with balances between $300 - $14,999.99 earn 0.10% on the 
entire balance.  Accounts with balances between $15,000 - $34,999.99 earn 0.10% on the 
entire balance. Accounts with balances between $35,000.00 - $99,999.99 earn 0.15% on 
the entire balance.  Accounts with balances between $100,000.00 - $999,998.99 earn 1.30% 
on the entire balance.  Accounts with balances over $999,999.00 earn 0.25% on the entire 
balance.   Transaction limitations apply. See an account representative for details. 
Member FDIC.

PREMIER 
SAVINGS 
ACCOUNT

For Account Balances Between 
$100,000 - $999,998.99

Holiday Gift Sets

$25 $30
Lynxx X-2
New, Dual SIM, SD, 
FM, Headset, GPRS, 
Camera, Flashlight

Samsung T-199
New, Samsung Durable 
Phone, Games, Speaker 
Phone 

Alcatel T-875 Sharq2
New, 3G, Qwerty, GPRS,
Slide Blutooth, Flashlight, 
Camera

LGG - 9100
New, Dual SIM, 
Music Phone, MP3, 
Blutooth, Camera

BRAND NEW PHONES INCLUDING ONE MONTH OF SERVICE
Long Distance & Unlimited Talk, Text & Internet

ACTIVATE WHEN READY

1ST MONTH INCLUDED*
NO CONTRACT. 

NO CREDIT CHECK.

$35 $40

T-Mobile 4G LTE Network - Requires New Activation

Includes International Calls to the Caribbean & Europe

WORLD OF WIRELESS
�������	
����������������������������������

*Includes a Lycamobile $29 plan

WE SPEAK RUSSIAN, SPANISH, ARABIC & ENGLISH

Dr. Thomas Aiello and Dr. Adam Pass have 
combined their practices into a state-of-the-art 
model of 21st century healthcare delivery.

Dr. Aiello is particularly skilled in refractive 
surgery and premium implant cataract 
microsurgery.

Dr. Pass is fellowship trained in neuro-
ophthalmology, performs cataract surgery, 
regularly assists in retinal surgical procedures, 
and enjoys seeing patients in pediatric, adult  
and senior age groups.

Both are board certified by the American Board 
of Ophthalmology and have been recertified.

Adam B. Pass, M.D.
Thomas C. Aiello, M.D

8723 Third Avenue
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11209

718-836-2001
718- 836-1779

OPEN 6 DAYS
Most Health Insurances

Accepted

Board Certified 
Ophthalmologist

Advanced Cataract 
Surgery

Specialists in the 
Diagnosis of Eye 
Diseases

Medicare Accepted

GHI United Healthcare, 
Oxford,BCBS

Emblem, Healthfirst

LASIK Refractive 
Surgery

Open 6 Days/wk

Emergencies accepted 

Full Service Optical   
with a licensed Optician 
is available on premises 
on Mondays and 
Wednesday through 
Saturday.

HOLIDAY LASIK SPECIAL
$1,000 Off the standart rate

when surgery is booked by January 15, 2015
Call to schedule your FREE Consultaion
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JOHN J. HEALEY FUNERAL HOME
“Serving Brooklyn Since 1904”

2005 West 6th Street
718-743-1388

Visit us at: www.JohnJHealey.com
Manager: John LaGreca

John J. Healey Funeral Home is owned by Service Corporation International    
1929 Allen Parkway, Houston Tx. 77019  713-522-5141

Attention
LANDLORDS

OVER 35  
YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE
718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

Students $5
Traveling To Any 

Local School
(ALL YEAR LONG)

$5
ALL LOCAL

CALLS
(ALL YEAR LONG)

EARLY BIRD
SPECIAL $27
To Downtown NYC
From 7am To 10am

(EZ PASS INCLUDED)

JFK $35 LGA $30
Newark $45
          +Tolls
(LIMITED TIME OFFER)

CAR SERVICE
Base L # B02738

718-238-0404
WE GO ANYWHERE!

www.explorercarservicevip.com

24 HRS
Like Our Service?

Download Our Free App
at MY TAXI RIDE

Explorer Car Service
6809 3rd Avenue

BY VANESSA OGLE
The Christmas spirit is brightening up 
the neighborhood!

The annual Christmas tree light-
ing at the Lady Moody Triangle in 
Gravesend on Dec. 4 featured seasonal 
songs and holiday dance routines. The 
celebration was the perfect way to 
kick off the winter season and spread 
Christmas cheer, said one elected offi -
cial who attended the celebration. 

“The Christmas tree lighting was 
great way to usher in the holiday spirit 
here in our community,” said state 
Sen. Marty Golden (R–Bay Ridge). 

Students from PS 95 sang Christ-
mas classics and showed off their 
dance moves while the crowd sipped 
on hot chocolate, and cheerleaders 
from IS 228 David A. Boody spread 
Christmas cheer.

But no Christmas celebration is 
complete without jolly old St. Nick, and 
Santa Claus jetted from the North Pole 
to celebrate the winter festivities with 
the community.  

Golden said the red-suited hero was 
the reason the night was so magical.  

“I felt the true excitement of the 

season among us all — and I know that 
the special visit from Santa Claus had 
something to do with it,” said Golden, 
who gleefully licked a candy cane 
while seated on Santa’s lap. 

Merry at Moody

SANTA’S HELPER: Santa receives a big hug 
from Kanvel Butt. Photo by Steve Solomonson

CANDY CANE CRAZE: Zumba dancers from PS 95 showed off their moves at the Lady Mody 
Triangle tree lighting on Dec. 4. Photo by Steve Solomonson
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514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn

718.484.7040 
e-mail: drzhannatsukerman@gmail.com

www.DoctorTsukerman.com

We are here to give you personalized care

Zhanna Tsukerman, MDZhanna Tsukerman, MD

Dr. Tsukerman treats patients in Coney Island 
Hospital from admission to discharge

Board Certifi ed Doctor of Internal MedicineBoard Certifi ed Doctor of Internal Medicine

We accept 
Medicare, Medicaid, 

all other major 
Health Insurances 

Work Compensation

Dr. Tsukerman has active credentials at Beth Israel and Lutheran Hospitals, and is an attending physician in Coney Island Hospital’s internal medicine residency program.

Podiatrist & Physical Therapy On Premises

514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn

718.484.7040 
e-mail: drzhannatsukerman@gmail.com

www.DoctorTsukerman.com

Breakthrough FDA Approved Treatment For Gum Disease

MARINE PARK PERIODONTICS & IMPLANTOLOGY
Dr. Navid Baradarian, DDS, PC

2272 Hendrickson Street Brooklyn, NY 11234 
www.MarineParkPerio.com

LANAP laser gum treatment that 
can zap away Gum Disease! 
If you suffer from bleeding gums we 
have treated hundreds of cases with 
no cutting and no sutures and the 
results are incredible.

Dr. Navid Baradarian, DDS, PC 

is now trained in this breakthrough 

surgical technique 

LANAP

Treatment of Gum Recession without a 
Second Surgical Site PINHOLE TechniqueTM

Laser Assisted 
New Attachment Procedure

The alternative to scalpel & suture gum surgery
*First & only FDA Approved laser gum treatment procedure.

CALL US FOR A 

CONSULTATION
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BY VANESSA OGLE
Christmas cheer was part of 
this balanced breakfast!

Kids jumpstarted the Yule-
tide festivities at King Pla-
za’s “Breakfast with Santa” 
in Mill Basin on Dec. 6. The 
youngsters dined and danced 
to celebrate the jolly old elf’s 
early arrival to neighbor-
hood. 

The children chowed down 
on bagels with cream cheese 
or jelly, and when they fi n-

ished eating, they danced 
alongside Santa’s helpers. 
One parent said the music at 
the event — which included 
Christmas classics and pop 
hits — pumped up her daugh-
ter for the holiday season.

“She enjoyed it immensely 
— she was on stage dancing,” 
said Sharon Mendoza, who 
lives in Flatbush and watched 
her daughter, Jordan Camp-
bell, shimmy onstage. “They 
did play holiday songs, like 

the Mariah Carey one, and 
some pop culture music that 
the kids now.”

Santa also told the young-
sters the story of “The Night 
Before Christmas” and he an-
swered their questions about 
the timeless tale. Mendoza 
said her daughter is already 
looking forward to Santa’s 
next visit. 

“She really does look for-
ward to it every year,” she 
said. 

CHRISTMAS CHEER: (Above) Santa Claus jetted in from the North Pole 
to greet children at Kings Plaza’s Breakfast with Santa in Mill Basin on 
Dec. 6. (Center) One of Santa’s helpers, Tamara Delane, shows the kids 
Christmas dance moves. (Right) Jordan Campbell munches on a bagel.
 Photos by Steve Solomonson

Noshing with St. Nick

YOUR ONE-STOP
SERVICE

CENTER

90 DAY
GUARANTEE
ON  LABOR & PARTS

INSTALLED BY US

www.TVRepairsBrooklyn.com

OVER 35 YEARS
EXPEIENCE

AIR CONDITIONERS

FREE ESTIMATES ON ALL CARRY-IN UNITS

FREE
HOUSE CALL

WITH ANY REPAIR

B&R Electronics & AC Service
 2577 E. 27th Street
      Brooklyn, NY
718-743-2407

SERVICE & SALES
• Audio Equipment/Speakers
• HD Roof Antennas
• Air Conditioners
• Transfer Your Videos To DVD

• LCD/LED/Plasma TV’s
• VCR/DVD/BLURAY
• Appliances
• Computers & Monitors

Serving 
All of Brooklyn

If it plugs 

in an outlet 

we fix it

LCD & LEDComputer & LaptopsiPad, Tablets

HAPPY

HOLIDAYS Jean Danet Pastry
Caffe / Bakery

Specializing in Wedding Cakes, 
Cookies & Pastries

Order All of 
Your Holiday 
Sweets Today

Delicious Cakes
Pastries  Cookie Trays 

Mini Pastry Trays
Fresh Fruit Pies

OUR FAMOUS 
CHEESECAKES

Panettone  Gift Baskets
Marzipan  Quiche

Bush D’Noel Logs  Struffoli
Gingerbread Houses

OPEN 7 DAYS

TOP 
MERCHANT 

AWARD
Restaurant.com
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Miranda Kerr

BEST EXOTIC
1401 Sheepshead Bay Rd
718.513.0990 
Brooklyn

HEART TO HEART GIFTS
9006 3rd Ave
718.680.6586
Brooklyn
 

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th St
718.491.6666
Brooklyn

SHARAGANO
2080 86th St
718.946.2675
Brooklyn

Visit one of these authorized Swarovski retailers this holiday season 

and receive your sparkling Crystal Star Ornament with purchase.* 

A Perfect holiday gift enhancement or gift for yourself! 

*Offer valid only at participating Swarovski partner boutiques. One per customer, while supplies last. Offer valid with $150 minimum Swarovski purchase.
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Finally! A place to buy $3.75 doughnuts 
on Flatbush Avenue!

The upscale Manhattan chain 
Doughnut Plant opened its fi rst Brook-
lyn location on Dec. 3 in a triangular 
building bounded by Bergen Street 
and Sixth Avenue in Prospect Heights. 
The business is known for its big pas-
tries that come in out-there fl avors, 
currently including marzipan, carrot 
cake, and gingerbread, just in time for 
the holidays. The confections range 
in price from $3.25 to $3.75, a far cry 
from the buck-or-so Dunkin’ Donuts 
charges, but customers we quizzed say 
you get what you pay for.

“It’s worth the price,” said Preston 
House, who trekked out from his home 
in Queens to snag a treat. “You’re not 
going to get quality without paying for 
it.”

There are fi ve Dunkin’ Donuts lo-
cations within a mile of the Doughnut 
Plant outpost, but the Plant’s propri-
etor said he has never paid attention to 
the competition.

“When we started, we were the 
only ones making our doughnuts from 
scratch,” said Mark Israel, who opened 
his fi rst shop in 1994. “I just focus on 
what I’m doing, not on the big chains.”

The new location was packed with 
devotees on its second day.

“When I lived in Maryland I would 
get a doughnut every time I visited 
New York,” said Ore Roberts, who now 
lives in Flatbush. “When I found out it 
was opening here I was watching and 
just waiting for it to open.”

Israel said he had long been courted 

by former Borough President Marty 
Markowitz, who once supposedly went 
so far as driving him around Brooklyn 
pointing out potential spots to open up 
shop. 

But it wasn’t until Israel laid eyes on 
the distinctive storefront on Flatbush, 
formerly home to a Yummy Taco, that 
he knew it would work.

“I wanted to fi nd the right build-
ing,” he said, pointing out rows of 
doughnut-evoking tiles inside and out, 
which predate Doughnut Plant. “I re-
ally liked the character and personal-
ity of this one.”

Israel is not the only one excited 
about his newest shop. The offi cial 
Twitter account of the 78th police 
precinct, the station-house of which 
is kitty-corner on Sixth Avenue, 
retweeted three tweets hailing the 
store’s opening.

Fancy doughnuts on Flatbush Avenue

PLYING HIS TRAY-DE: Doughnut Plant owner Mark Israel with a rack of marzipan dough-
nuts fresh out of the oven. Community News Group / Noah Hurowitz 

Time to make 
the doughnuts

A Good Plumber Inc.
Phone: 718-648-6838  Fax: 718-646-4659

Agoodplumberny@gmail.com  www.agoodplumber.com
NYC Licensed Master Plumber #1948

When You Need A Good Plumber…Call Us!

718-648-6838

A Good Plumber Inc., with over 20 years of experience 
in the plumbing and heating industry has built our reputation 

on recommendations.
That reputation has grown due to our reliable, honest 

and affordable service. Honesty means never recommending 
work that is unnecessary and giving you an accurate price 

before we do the work…no hidden fees.
At A Good Plumber Inc., we believe customer service 

is about exceeding 
the customer’s expectations before, during, 

and after the job!

Our Professionally Trained, Clean and 
Courteous Staff Can Handle:

Why Choose
“A Good Plumber”?

$25 Off 
Any

Plumbing Job 
With This Ad

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer. NEWS BITE: Courier doughnut correspon-

dent Noah Hurowitz samples a marzipan 
doughnut from Prospect Heights’s newest 
round confection spot. 
 Community News Group / Nathan Tempey
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*Consumers in New York City who enrolled via the NY State of 
Health Marketplace October 15, 2013 to April 15, 2014.

“More New Yorkers choose MetroPlus
than any other health plan!*”

Learn about no-cost or low-cost health insurance options available through the NY State of Health Marketplace. 

Depending upon your income, you may pay little or nothing for your coverage! Learn if you 
and your family qualify – and how to choose the health insurance plan that’s right for you.

For detailed location information and to RSVP, please call: 
1.866.303.9629 or visit us at metroplus.org

MKT 14.33

Cumberland D&T Center
100 North Portland Avenue

1st Conference Room
Tuesday, December 16

10:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.

Woodhull Hospital
761 Broadway

3rd Floor Auditorium
Monday, December 22
2:00 P.M. – 4:00 P.M.

Kings County Hospital
451 Clarkson Avenue

E Building Lobby
Saturday, January 10

12:00 P.M. – 2:00 P.M.

Now through Feb. 15 is your chance to enroll in a NY State of Health Marketplace plan.

Find out why at a free seminar.

Select Immmmediate DDeleliivery
Homes AvA iaillable

• Rental Income
• Rooftop Terraces
• 20-year tax abatement
• Designer Upgrades** 
• Granite & Stainless Kitchens**
• Free Membership to YMCA***

Model Homes Open Daily 10-5

The complete terms araa e in on ffering plans available from thtt e Sponsor HO6-0020, HO7-0035, Benjamin Beechwood Breakers, LLC. Benjamin Beechn woohh d Dunes, LLC. Rockawaa ay Beach Blvd., Arverr rne,
NY.  *YY Price

pp
s anaa d availability araa e subject t

g pp
o chanaa ge without notice.  **

pp
Select owneww rs unituu s include granite & stainless kitchens/designer upgr rades. ***Free 1 yearaa YMCA memA bem rsh

yy
ip w

y
ith home purchase. uu

Arverne By The Sea

6306 Beach Front Road | Queens, NY 11692
888.536.5537 | ArverneByTheSea.com 

OCEANFRONT TWO-FAMILY HOMES

$599,000 to $1.2M*
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
They’ll leave the lights on for 
us.

The holiday season is 
in full swing in Brooklyn, 
and Fort Greene Park and 
Boerum Hill got in on the 
action last weekend with 
two tree lightings. One mom 
braved cold, soggy weather 
to bring her daughter out to 
Fort Greene’s Sunday shin-
dig.

“It was freezing, but it was 
fun,” said Kerry Odom, who 
came from Crown Heights 
to the tree lighting in Fort 
Greene Park with her daugh-
ter. “The people were so 
warm you didn’t notice.”

Hot chocolate and cookies 
made their way around the 
crowd as well, in case yule-

tide cheer was not enough to 
keep attendees toasty. The 
modest tree, at the Myrtle Av-
enue and Washington Park 
corner of the green space, is 
sponsored by the Myrtle Av-
enue Business Improvement 
District and the Fort Greene 
Park Conservancy. The tree 
and the event were the per-
fect size for Odom.

“A lot of times at the big 
tree lightings you’re stuck 
watching from far away,” 
she said. “This was very in-
timate.”

Also in attendance to pose 
for photos was Santa Claus, 
a celebrity resident of the 
North Pole section of the Arc-
tic Circle, known for his an-
nual gift-giving frenzy. Claus 
took one 2-year-old onlooker 

by surprise.
“She was terrifi ed of 

Santa,” said Sydney Hol-
lon-King, whose 2-year-old 
daughter Stella was not fa-
miliar with Saint Nick’s 
backstory. “I really need to 
give her some more context 
surrounding Santa so she un-
derstands.”

Nevertheless, the lighting 
was a grand old time, the el-
der Hollon-King said.

“I really appreciate how 
diverse the crowd was,” she 
said. “But it felt like we all 
belonged. There was a real 
community feeling.”

Claus was fresh off a stop-
over on Atlantic Avenue at 
the Belarusian Church last 
Friday. The Atlantic Avenue 
Local Development Corpo-

ration threw that lighting, 
which also included singers 
from PS 38, refreshments, 
and a toy drive.

Jeanine and Justine Es-

pinosa, 10-year-old twins 
from Boerum Hill, turned 
out to see the holiday activ-
ity. Their mom said she tries 
to bring them every year.

HOLY NIGHT: (Left) Santa Claus spread holiday cheer on Atlantic Avenue 
on Dec. 5, when he fl ipped the switch to light a Christmas tree in front 
of Boerum Hill’s Belarusian Church. (Center) Emma Meade from Clinton 
Hill and Ella Johnson of Crown Heights munch on cookies at the Fort 
Greene Christmas tree lighting on Dec. 6. (Above) The Fort Greene Park 
tree lighting featured cookies, cocoa, and Santa Claus. 

It was a tree-light-ful time
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THE ONLY AFFORDABLE  
GERMAN KITCHENS ARE AT...

Free In-House Consultation and Perspectives  Built-In Lighting 

Yearly Maintenance Program 7 Years Free 

One-Stop Kitchen, Appliances  
and General Contracting

465 Van Brunt Street
ACROSS THE STREET FROM FAIRWAY; 1/4 MILE FROM IKEA
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FREE
PEDICURE

WITH ANY  

TREATMENT

  MADE IN THE USA

BEST PRICE IN BROOKLYN 

MAGIC SLEEK 
the next generation in hair  
straightening - Formaldehyde FREE

ONLY $125

LASIO KERATIN TROPIC 

Only $100

COCO’S BRAZILIAN KERATIN

Only $100

COPPOLA KERATIN TREATMENT

Only $100

INOVA PROFESSIONAL PURE KERATIN 

Only $100

ANTI FRIZZ TREATMENT BY YOKO 

a new generation - safe, gentle & natural 

Only $100

JAPANESE STRAIGHTENING BY YOKO

Only $175

* $25 Mandatory Gratuity * Specials Cannot Be Combined with any other offer. 

GREAT SERVICE - LOW COST - CALL NOW!

OFFERING ALL HAIR 
STRAIGHTENING SYSTEMS

ANY LENGTH HAIR
reduces frizz & curl 

blocks effects of humidity

makes hair smoother & shinier

cuts down on blow-dry time

BENSIMON
OPEN SUNDAY–FRIDAY
468 Avenue P, Brooklyn, NY 11223
718.998.3099
www.bensimonspa.com

ON OUR SPECIAL OFFERS

FREE
PEDICURE

WITH ANY  

TREATMENT
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BY MAX JAEGER
Santa Claus is running 
through town.

A cadre of red-suited jog-
gers took to the Shore Road 
Promenade for Bay Ridge’s 
second annual Santa Shuffl e 
5k on Dec. 6. The dash’s or-
ganizer said the jolly holiday 
suits are a great way to get 
people moving.

“We found that, when you 
to try to get people to come to 
a competitive race, only cer-
tain people will come,” said 
John Edwards, founder of the 
Rockaway Running Series. 
“You see people running on 
the street and ask come to 
a 5k and they say ‘naw.’ But 
when you put a Santa Claus 

suit on somebody, they lose 
all inhibitions and partici-
pate.”

The weather outside was 
indeed frightful that Sat-
urday, when temperatures 
dipped into the low 30s and a 
wintery mix of rain and snow 
came in bursts, but that just 
made the post-race celebra-
tion at Pipin’s Pub all the more 
cozy, one runner said.

“The rain started at the 
same time as the race, but af-
ter the race, being all together 
and socializing was really, 
really nice,” said Alicia San-
chez, a Manhattan resident 
who was the fi rst woman to 
fi nish the run.

Sanchez and men’s fi rst-

fi nisher Jimmy Butler walked 
away with cheesecakes from 
Edwards’ Long Island bak-
ery. The prize was a hit with 
friends, Sanchez said.

“I took the cake to my of-
fi ce to share with my cowork-
ers — now they are asking me 
when I’m going to run the race 
again,” Sanchez said.

She’ll have another chance 
on Dec. 14, when the Shuf-
fl e tramps through Prospect 
Park.

“Prospect Park Santa Shuf-
fl e 5k” at Bartel Pritchard 
Square [corner of Prospect 
Park West and Prospect Park 
Southwest, (917) 287–7280, 
www.rockapulcorun.com]. 
Dec. 14 at 11 am. $35.

NO SLEIGH NEEDED: (Left) A mob of merry-makers braved the soggy 
weather to trot through a Santa-themed 5K in Bay Ridge on Dec. 6. (Cen-
ter) Rockaway Runners director John Edwards and time-keeper John 
Lovett present victory prize cheesecakes to race winners Alicia Sanchez 
and Jimmy Butler. (Above) The wintery mix didn’t stop Alicia Sanchez 
from fi nishing fi rst in the women’s division. Photos by Georgine Benvenuto

Running of the Santas

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday 2-8pm
Tuesday 2-6pm
Thursday 2-6pm
Friday 9am-3pm

HAS MOVED TO A NEW LOCATION
2422 Knapp Street
Brooklyn, NY 11235

718.989.2264

Please Call for appointment

Dr. Joseph Buono MD



COURIER LIFE, DEC. 12–18, 2014 23  B GM BR

www.ridgewoodbank.comMember
FDIC

“It’s the most  

 of  the Year”
Wonderful Time 

Share your holiday pet 
photo and you could 
win a $250 gift card!

Visit facebook.com/RidgewoodBank for details

Best wishes for a 
happy & healthy 
holiday season

Best wishes for a 
happy & healthy 
holiday season
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
A Dumbo gallery and venue is moving 
to the Motor City.

In a stunning reversal of the Great 
Hipster Migration that has defi ned the 
part of Brooklyn nearest to the East 
River for going on two decades, Galapa-
gos Art Space is packing it up and start-
ing a new life in the Midwest. The move 
will end a 19-year run in the borough, 
fi rst in Williamsburg, then, starting in 
2008, in Dumbo. The head of the opera-
tion says that it may be setting out for 
more post-apocalyptic pastures, but it 
will remain Kings County to the core.

“We were born in Brooklyn. We grew 
up in Brooklyn,” said Robert Elmes, ex-
ecutive director at Galapagos. “We’ll al-
ways be a Brooklyn venue.”

Galapagos had enjoyed below-market 
rent at its space on Main Street between 
Water and Plymouth streets courtesy of 
its landlord Two Trees, the developer 
that made Dumbo the real-estate pres-
sure cooker it is today by carefully cul-
tivating an artistic community there. 
But now the lease is up and, though Two 
Trees is willing to keep the rent below 
what it could charge, it is asking too 
much, Elmes said.

“We just would not be able to work 
on our mission with those numbers,” he 
said.

In discussing the impending move 
a third of the way across the country, 
Elmes said Highland Park, a small city 
surrounded by Detroit, reminds him of 
the Williamsburg he set up shop in dur-
ing the mid-1990s. It is the land of milk 

and affordable real estate, he explained, 
and it is only a matter of time before art-
ists from elsewhere catch on.

“Cultural scenes need three things: 
time, space, and people,” he said.

His opinion of the cultural aptitude 
of Detroit’s 713,000 residents is appar-
ently not high.

“In Detroit there’s time and space,” 
he said. “And the people are coming.”

Williamsburg’s scene was more es-
tablished than the bankrupt city’s is 
now, Elmes explained, but Galapagos 
can make it there.

“We’re confi dent we can do well in 
Detroit,” he said. “Even if we’re a little 
earlier than we were in Williamsburg.”

Increasing costs forced Galapagos to 
make a move to Dumbo in 2008. There 
Elmes’s team increased the size of the 
space as well as the size of the venue’s 
signature centerpiece, its indoor lake. 
The size of that lake will increase again 
when the group moves to the Great 
Lakes region, with the water feature 
taking up about as much space as a Ma-
jor League Baseball infi eld.

“We love lakes,” Elmes said. 
Galapagos is forming a veritable arts 

archipelago, having purchased nine 
buildings, including fi ve on one block in 
Highland Park, three elsewhere in the 
city, and one in the Corktown neighbor-
hood of Detroit proper. Elmes plans to 
develop a large main performance space 
complemented by smaller stages and a 
gallery space. He would not disclose the 
exact cost of the properties, but said it 

Taking it 
to Detroit

your skin deserves a second chance

Laser Tattoo Removal/Revision
SAFELY AND PERMANENTLY

Botox / Dysport / Xeomin  Facial Fillers  Spider Veins Chemical Peels 
Laser Hair Removal  Microdermabrasion  Fractional Resurfacing

9921 Fourth Avenue  Brooklyn, NY 11209 

COSMETIC: 718.833.2793  ALTERNATE: 718.833.7616 
WWW.BAYRIDGEDERM.COM

COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE 
DAVID BIRO, M.D., PH.D.

Have you had a change of heart?

in your own neighborhood...

—GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE FOR ALL SERVICES—

Rates are based on 8.45% Annual Percentage Rate with automatic loan payments 
for a term of 60 months. Rates are based on credit worthiness. Other rates and terms available. 

Higher loan amounts available. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.
Continued on page 38

A GREAT LAKE: Galapagos Art Space is leaving behind its indoor Dumbo lake for less-
gentrifi ed environs in the Motor City, where owners will build an even bigger lake in the new 
space. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Dumbo art space leaving borough
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World Class Orthopaedic Care at our State-of-the-Art Facility: 
761 Merrick Avenue   Westbury   516.357.8777

Manhattan | Brooklyn | Queens | Nassau | Suffolk

Learn more and schedule an appointment online nyspine.com

Neck & Back Pain  |  Scoliosis & Spinal Deformities | Knee & Hip 
Replacement | Hand, Shoulder, Elbow & Ankle  |  Sports Medicine  | 
Pediatric Orthopeadics  |  Physiatry, Pain Management  |  Pain 
Management Psychology  |  Chiropractic Care  |  Acupuncture  |  MRI

New York Spine Institute is the only comprehensive 
Spine Institute and Full Orthopedic Center on Long 
Island affiliated with NYU Langone’s Hospital for Joint 
Diseases. This center brings nationally and internationally 
recognized leaders in Spinal Care to your community.
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LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

CALL 718-260-2555 
TO ADVERTISE HERE
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BY VANESSA OGLE
Community News Group held 
its holiday party at Buckley’s 
in Sheepshead Bay on Dec. 8, 
and it was a boisterous bash 
with an open bar, a delectable 
dinner, and some daring dance 
moves. 

But the best part of the night 
was the bonding between the 
Brooklyn, Bronx, and Queens 
employees, according to an ac-
count executive, who added 
that she liked chatting with her 
coworkers in the social setting.  

“It was the camaraderie be-
tween all three offi ces — that 
was my favorite part,” said 
Shanika Stewart, account ex-

ecutive for Brooklyn Family. 
“Outside of work — always a 
pleasure. You get to know the 
real them outside of their work 
representation.”

Employees dined on appe-
tizers including crab cakes and 
shrimp before the lavish main 
course of salad, tilapia, chicken 
Parmesan, and green beans. 
Between bites, the intrepid em-
ployees boogied down on the 
dance fl oor, as the deejay played 
hip hits, like “Cupid Shuffl e,” 
and classics, like “Sweet Caro-
line.”  

The bash was a stress-free 
shindig, according to one em-
ployee, who said the night was 

all about bonding with his fel-
low employees and enjoying the 
fi ner things in life. 

“It was good to blow off some 
steam with my co-workers,” 
said John Napoli, a graphic art-
ist who works in the production 
department. “I had a blast, the 
pigs in the blanket were awe-
some, and they had two types of 
mustard.”

The night ended on a sweet 
note with cake and chocolate 
chip cookies for dessert — but 
one staffer said the party was 
the true treat. 

“What a rollicking revel it 
was,” said staff writer Shavana 
Abruzzo.

LIVELY AND LUSTROUS: (Left) Julio Tumbaco lets loose on the dance 
fl oor during the Community News Group’s holiday bash at Buckley’s on 
Dec. 8. (Center) Reporter Noah Hurowitz, left, and Deputy Editor Nathan 
Tempey bust their respective moves. (Above) Publisher Clifford Luster 
sways to the music.  Photos by Steve Solomonson

CNG employees party down

Spruce up the house for the holidays!
Interiors  Exteriors  Fences  Decks

Clean Outs  Specialty Effects  Handyman
Color Consultations  Quick & Reliable 

Residential & Commercial 

718.473.6587

Stroke 
of Style 
Painting

Serving 
Brooklyn & 

Staten Island 
Over 

20 Years

WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE  YOU?

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission

De
sig

n, 
En

ter
tai

nm
en

t a
nd

 Em
erg

ing
 M

ed
ia

Pu
bli

c S
erv

ice
 Pr

og
ram

s

La
w &

 Pa
ral

eg
al 

Stu
die

s

Ca
ree

r a
nd

 Te
ch

 Te
ac

he
r E

du
ca

tio
n 

Lib
era

l A
rts

 an
d M

ore

En
gin

ee
rin

g T
ec

hn
olo

gie
s

Sc
ien

ce
 an

d M
ath

em
ati

cs

Bu
sin

es
s P

rog
ram

s

IT 
an

d C
om

pu
ter

 Re
lat

ed
 Fi

eld
s

Ar
ch

ite
ctu

ral
 Te

ch

Hea
lth

ca
re 

Pr
ofe

ss
ion

s
.C

IT
YT

EC
H.C

UNY.E
DU/D

IR
EC

TA
DMIS

SI
ON

DIREC
T A

DMISS
ION 20

15 
» AP

PLY 
NOW



COURIER LIFE, DEC. 12–18, 201428    B GM BR

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393
www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

45 years of experience & reliability

Pirouette Window Shadings

SEPTEMBER 16 – DECEMBER 16, 2014

It’s time to decorate 
your windows for the holidays.

(plus $25 rebate each additional unit)

(plus $50 rebate each additional unit)

(plus $100 rebate each additional unit)

$100 REBATE*

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/16/14 –12/16/14 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 
weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limita-
tions apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. ©2014 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

PERSONALIZED MEASURING & INSTALLATION WITH ALL CUSTOM ORDERS      WE CARRY ALL NAME BRAND FABRICS

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Custom Draperies, Upholstery & More

Receive a free estimate,  
please use our convenient

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME 
SERVICE

718-445-9393
Why go out? Our Shop-At-Home 
service is only a phone call away.

VISIT OUR SECOND LOCATION AT 97-18 101ST AVENUE, OZONE PARK
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LATE PAGE

BAY WAY

Year-End

the
Get a great deal at Bay Ridge Ford before 2014 is over!Get a great deal at Bay Ridge Ford beforGet gre t de l t B Ridge Ford beforre 2014 is over!re 2014 is over!

888-847-1024
612 86TH STREET,  BROOKLYN, NY 11228
ONLINE 24/7 AT BAYRIDGEFORD.COM

See dealer for details. All taxes, tags, and fees not included. Subject to vehicle insurance and availability. 
Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1017929. Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7111183. Offers expire 12/31/14.

2013 Ford E-250 Cargo Van

Auto, 4.6L V8, 
10,379 Miles, 
STK A25674

2009 Nissan Altima Coupe S 

CVT, 2.5L 4 Cyl, 
64,599 Miles, 
STK P1372
$12,995

2013 Nissan Versa S

Auto, 1.6L 4 Cyl, 
34,284 Miles, 
STK P1373
$10,995

2009 Nissan Murano S AWD

CVT, 3.5L V6, 
65,672 Miles, 
STK P1371
$14,995 $20,995

2011 Toyota Camry L

Auto, 2.5L 4 Cyl, 
47,027 Miles, 
STK P1369
$12,995

2011 Toyota Camry L

Aut
47,
ST
$1

2014 Ford E-350 Wagon XLT
Auto, 5.4L V8, 
25,099 Miles, 
STK A14585
$23,995

A
25
S
$2$

Donations collected by

at the Kings County Showroom

C O U N T Y

†

C O U N T Y

2007 Chrysler Sebring Touring

2014 Dodge Journey SXT

2012 Chrysler 200 Touring

2013 Chrysler 300C

2014 Jeep Compass Sport 4x4

2011 Jeep Grand Cherokee

$8,990

$18,400

$12,500

$21,900

$16,790

$26,300

Auto, 2.7L V6, 
25,973 Miles, 
STK T01025

Auto, 3.6L V6, 
19,088 Miles, 
STK P0966

Auto, 2.4L 4 Cyl, 
39,261 Miles, 
STK T01068

Auto, 5.7L V8, 
25,479 Miles, 
STK P01021

Auto, 2.4L 4 Cyl, 
24,800 Miles, 
STK P01023

Auto, 3.6L V6, 
26,684 Miles, 
STK P01090

B R O O K L Y N C H R Y S L E R . C O M2286 Flatbush Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11234 866-753-0895

†Must bring in coat upon arrival to dealership to qualify for this offer.  All taxes, tags, and fees not included. Subject to vehicle insurance and availability.  
See dealer for details. Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1435478, Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7114167. Offers expire 12/31/14.

ataHoliday Drive
Receive $15 off your next service when you donate a coat this winter! 
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Give the Gift of Health

3500 Nostrand Avenue ( Bet ween Avenue U and V )   TEL :  718-769-2521  w w w.HQBK.com

Dr. Nick Chiappetta

 Why can’t I quit?

 Our unique approach 
to treatment

 What can I be doing 
at home to help?

Presented by

DECEMBER 17TH @ 1 PM

Join us for a 
FREE SEMINAR ON 
STOP SMOKING

$175 PRICE INCLUDES 
6 SESSIONS IF NEEDED

Please call to register as space is limited

Call for Details

STOP SMOKING 
in just one session

HAVIN’ A PARTY

HAVE SANTA  
DELIVERED TO YOUR 

HOME, OFFICE  
OR SCHOOL

Santa Suits available for purchase at 

$24.99

Come in for all your party & paper goods

ENTERTAINMENT 
BALLOONS 

PAPER GOODS 
FAVORS 

PARTY RENTALS

Don’t forget CHAIRS & TABLES for rent
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T
he holidays are typically every-
one’s favorite time of the year. 

They’re filled with family, fes-
tivities, good cheer and delicious 

food. But for anyone juggling parental 
duties, work and online learning, re-
laxing and enjoying the season can be 
a challenge.

Desiree Carr, a mother of three 
with a full-time job, knows pursuing a 
college degree and balancing holiday 
demands is no easy task.

“Carving out time to study on top 
of my kids’ schedules, a 40-hour work 
week and setting time aside to spend 
with my husband can be daunting at 
times,” Carr said. “For me, a healthy 
balance and support from my family 
is the key to making everything work. 
And honestly, some weeks are tougher 
than others — especially during the 
holidays when there are so many dis-
tractions.”

Carr’s goal is to earn a bachelor’s 
degree in political science to move 
ahead in her career, which helps keep 
her focused, even in the most trying 
times. She plans to complete her de-
gree through an online program, and 
then continue on to law school. Hav-

ing these goals constantly top of mind 
helps her remain motivated during 
the holidays despite the mistletoe and 
cheesecake.

For working parents pursing an 
online education, constant motivation 
is a great first step in achieving your 
career goals. Here are some other best 
practices to keep in mind that will al-
low you to balance schoolwork, family 
and holiday preparations while still 
enjoying the most festive time of the 
year:

Set up a support 
system in advance

Let your friends and family know in 
advance that you’ll need their support 

preparing for the holidays. Share your 
educational goals and how you are 
planning to accomplish them, and let 
your family know how important it is 
to have their support. Instead of doing 
all the cooking for holiday gatherings, 
ask your friends and family to each 
bring a dish. This will save you several 
hours and give you more time to study. 
If you have school-age children, study 
with them to keep their minds active 
over the holidays. It’s a great bonding 
experience and will show your kids 
just how important learning is for both 
of you.

Create a study environment 
that helps you excel

Chances are your house will be full 
of loud voices, laughter and commotion 
during the holidays. A quiet workplace 
without interruption from your family 
is necessary for continued success in 
your online courses.

“I recommend going to a local cof-
fee shop for a couple hours every morn-
ing,” Carr said. “If you stay home 
to study over the holidays, there’s a 
good chance you’ll be interrupted and 
tempted to catch up with your family 

instead of studying.” 

Frequently communicate 
with your classmates

Your classes may be online, but you 
should still connect with your class-
mates on a regular basis over the holi-
days via the online discussion boards.

“I often found that other students 
in my classes were facing similar chal-
lenges on assignments so we helped 
guide each other in the right direction 
with the support of our professors,” 
Carr said. If students from your class-
es live near you, form a study group to 
interact in person as well as online.

The holidays can be a stressful time 
of the year, but the added responsibility 
of online studies doesn’t have to add to 
the stress if you plan ahead. Enjoy the 
holidays and make this special time 
with your family a priority, but don’t 
let your studies fall to the wayside. Try-
ing to catch up and get back on track 
after the holidays can lead to unneces-
sary pressure. Remain focused on your 
end goal of completing your degree and 
the gift that this accomplishment will 
bring to you and your family.

[       ]

’Tis the season to stress out
At this time of year, adult learners need to juggle school, work and family activities

The holidays can be 
a stressful time of the 
year, but the added 

responsibility of online 
studies doesn’t have 
to add to the stress if 

you plan ahead.

EDUCATIONEDUCATION
             

             FOCUS ON
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Touro College: a world of possibilities

Touro is an equal opportunity institution

888.722.7166
Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens
www.touro.edu/nyscas

Get your undergraduate degree at Touro College’s 
New York School of Career and Applied Studies.

At NYSCAS we provide the support our students need to succeed, 
from the moment they enroll to the day they graduate.

And if graduate study is in your future, consider Touro’s graduate and professional schools:
Business, Education, Jewish Studies, Health Sciences, Law, Osteopathic Medicine, Pharmacy, Psychology, Social Work, and Technology.

apply online at 
apply.touro.edu

facebook.com/nyscasTouro
@nyscasTouro

T
oys and games are 
sure to be on kids’ 
gift lists this holi-
day season. Many 

parents will hope to mix 
in something practical 
with all the fun, aiming 
to give a gift that can 
help children of any age 
do their best in school. 
With technology in com-
mon use in classrooms 
across the country, many 
parents will shop for lap-
tops, notebooks or other 
devices that can help fa-
cilitate learning.

Around 58 percent 
of students use a laptop, 
notebook or Chromebook 
for school at least twice a 
week, according to the 
2014 Pearson Student 
Mobile Device Survey. 

In fact, 71 percent of 
elementary school stu-
dents, 67 percent of mid-
dle school students and 

56 percent of high school 
students would like to 
use mobile devices more 
often in the classroom 
than they do now.

With the wide range of 
learning tasks students 
tackle daily, it’s impor-
tant for parents to choose 
devices with maximum 
flexibility. Windows is 
the most commonly used 
operating system in the 
workplace and a vast 
library of educational 
materials are Windows 
compatible, so it makes 
sense for children to 
learn on Windows 8-en-
abled devices with Intel 
inside. Three types of 
devices stand out for par-
ents looking for comput-
ing flexibility:

Notebooks
Smaller, lighter and 

more economical than 

full-sized laptops, today’s 
notebooks still pack a 
great deal of computing 
power in their compact 
frames. Products like 
the HP 210 G1 Notebook 
PC allow students to per-
form basic word-process-
ing tasks, access online 
learning tools, and share 
notes and assignments 
with peers and teachers. 
Durable yet lightweight, 
their typical small size 

allows them to fit easily 
into backpacks and be 
used in classroom set-
tings without taking up 
too much space.

Tablets
With their versatile 

touchscreen interface, 
tablets inspire creativ-
ity and facilitate collabo-
ration among students 
and educators. Teachers 
who use tablets in class 

are able to personalize 
lessons to appeal to the 
learning styles and inter-
ests of multiple students, 
rather than approaching 
a lesson as one size fits 
all. For younger students 
who have not yet mas-
tered a keyboard, touch-
screen tablets provide an 
easy way to accomplish 
tasks. Styles like the Dell 
Venue 11 can also feature 
handwriting recogni-
tion, making note-taking 
fast and easy for older 
students and helping 
younger pupils practice 
handwriting skills.

Two-in-ones
For older students 

who do more typing, 
2-in-1 devices like the 
Lenovo Yoga or Asus 
Transformer provide the 
convenience of a note-
book and the flexibility 

of a tablet. These devices 
are lightweight with a 
touchscreen interface, 
like a tablet, but can be 
also used like a tradi-
tional laptop through a 
detachable, flippable or 
rotating keyboard. Hav-
ing both functionalities 
within one device facili-
tates creativity, note-tak-
ing and collaboration.

Not sure which of 
these device types might 
best suit your student’s 
needs? Consult with 
your child’s teacher. In 
many classrooms across 
the country, teachers 
are already using tech-
nology in their lessons. 
Your child’s teacher may 
be able to advise you 
on what type of device 
would best mesh with 
what he or she is already 
using in the classroom. 

Let Santa bring gifts fi t for learning
How to wrap up the latest technology to give your children an added boost at school 

EDUCATIONEDUCATION
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 Success starts with 
 challenging our kids— 
 and convention.
Apply now at: 
 SuccessAcademies.org

Exceptional public education.
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
They were royally pissed.

Hundreds of protesters 
gathered outside Barclays Cen-
ter on Monday night for a fi fth 
straight night of protests fol-
lowing a grand jury’s decision 
not to indict Offi cer Daniel 
Pantaleo for killing Gowanus 
native Eric Garner by chok-
ing him and holding him face-
down on Staten Island — only 
this demonstration coincided 
with a visit by Prince William 
and Kate Middleton. One pro-
tester said the marches are 
still going because the system 
has failed black people.

“I’m out here to demand 
justice,” said Derrick West, 
of Park Slope, as the crowd 
marched down Atlantic Ave-
nue toward Smith Street. “We 
are tired of speaking and hav-
ing no one listen.”

The crowd of protesters 
didn’t dramatically disrupt 
the Nets game against Lebron 
“King” James’s Cleveland Cav-
aliers, but James and several 
Nets players, including Kevin 
Garnett and Deron Williams, 
brought the activists’ message 
to the court, warming up in 
black shirts that read, “I can’t 
breathe,” the phrase Garner 
wheezed repeatedly as Pan-
taleo took him down. Brook-
lyn royalty Jay Z and Beyonce 
were also in attendance, and 
King Hov took time out to pose 
with the politicized Nets play-
ers ahead of the game.

Outside, more than 500 ac-

tivists assembled, many gal-
vanized by the Twitter topic 
“#royalshutdown” and seek-
ing to capitalize on the me-
dia attention being paid to 
the English royals’ visit. The 
crowd staged a silent “die-in” 

in the intersection of Flatbush 
and Atlantic avenues, then 
moved across the street to At-
lantic Terminal mall, where 
protesters roved from store to 
store, disrupting shoppers, ac-

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Hundreds of protesters 
marched across the Brooklyn 
and Manhattan bridges and 
sat down in front of Barclays 
Center last Thursday evening 
during a second night of pro-
tests decrying a grand jury’s 
decision not to charge NYPD 
Offi cer Daniel Pantaleo with 
a crime for choking Gowanus 
native Eric Garner to death 
on Staten Island in July.

In a more widely attended 
repeat of the Wednesday 
night demonstrations that 
followed the decision, activ-
ists gathered in Manhattan 
and fanned out, clogging 
traffi c and transit points 
throughout the borough. 
One faction of a few hundred 
surged across the Brooklyn-
bound side of the Brooklyn 
Bridge roadway at about 7:30 
pm, some carrying signs and 
black coffi ns. The proces-
sion continued up Flatbush 
Avenue to Atlantic Avenue, 
where protesters held a “die-
in,” lying in the street for 
seven minutes in symbolic 
commemoration of the time 
Garner lay on the street with-
out police or paramedics’ as-
sistance.

Some protesters contin-
ued onto Fulton Mall, while 
others returned to Manhat-
tan, this time across the 
Manhattan Bridge roadway. 
Police blocked Manhattan-
bound traffi c at around 10 

pm for the marchers to pro-
ceed. Some protesters sat 
down on the bridge and were 
arrested.

The NYPD said more than 
200 people were arrested 
across the city in connec-
tion with the protests, most 
of them charged with disor-
derly conduct. Among those 
was Brooklyn Courier re-
porter Noah Hurowitz, who 
offi cers grabbed along with 
more than a dozen others out 
of an agitated crowd in Times 
Square. Police charged Hu-
rowitz, who was photograph-
ing and live-tweeting the 

NIGHT MOVES: Hundreds crossed 
the iconic span as part of wide-
spread demonstrations against 
the non-indictment of the offi cer 
who choked Garner to death this 
summer. Photo by Paul Martinka

FUNERAL PROCESSION: Demonstrators carry coffi ns bearing the 
names of people killed by police offi cers over the Brooklyn-bound 
roadway of the Brooklyn Bridge. Photo by Paul Martinka

BIG SCREEN: The royal couple enjoy a moment in the spotlight on the 
Barclays Center jumbotron. Photo by Paul Martinka

Protesters greet 
royals at Barclays

Garner protesters 
swarm Downtown 

THROW AWAY THE KEY: Protesters make clear their feelings about the police. Photo by Paul Martinka

Continued on page 38

Continued on page 38
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cording to reports. 
Police arrested three peo-

ple outside the arena that eve-
ning, one for assault, accord-
ing to a police spokeswoman.

Just before 10:30 pm, the 
150 remaining protesters set 
off down Atlantic Avenue. 
Some cars stuck in traffi c 
honked in support, and at one 
point the protesters paused 
for a moment outside the 
House of Detention to relay 
their solidarity to the prison-
ers inside, chanting, “We’re 
here for you!” 

The march wound its 
way through Downtown and 
Brooklyn Heights then, with 
its ranks numbering about 
100, attempted to cross the 
Manhattan Bridge on the 

Brooklyn-bound roadway. 
Police barred the path and, 
after a standoff, the protest-
ers turned around and left 
the borough the legal way, 
on the pedestrian walkway, 
chanting “I can’t breathe” as 
they went.

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
The family of the Red Hook 
man shot dead by a police of-
fi cer in November put him to 
rest at a funeral in Clinton Hill 
on Dec. 6.

Akai Gurley’s younger 
brother Malachi Palmer 
choked up as he read a poem at 
the services inside Brown Me-
morial Baptist Church, and 
their mother Sylvia Palmer 
was set to say a few words, 
but opted not to because she 
was too overcome to speak. 
The formalities of the funeral 
were a balm after the trauma 
Gurley suffered, according to 
a friend of the family.

“We wanted to bury Akai 
with grace and dignity after 
everything he experienced,” 
said activist Kevin Powell, who 
delivered the eulogy.

Gurley died on Nov. 20 after 
Offi cer Peter Liang shot him 
once in the chest inside the 
Louis H. Pink Houses in East 
New York. Liang and another 
cop were sweeping the dark 
stairwell, and Liang shot Gur-
ley once in the chest as he en-
tered one fl ight below, accord-
ing to cops. Liang had his gun 
drawn when Gurley opened 
the door, and Liang fi red the 
fatal shot without warning, 
according to reports. Police 
Commissioner Bill Bratton 
called Gurley a “total inno-
cent” and the shooting an “un-
fortunate accident.”

The city paid for the fu-
neral, according to reports.

Notably absent was civil-
rights fi rebrand Al Sharpton, 
who Gurley’s family asked to 

steer clear after his National 
Action Network sent out an 
advisory listing the funeral as 
the evening before, and tout-
ing Sharpton as the eulogist. 
Gurley’s aunt lashed out at 
Sharpton  in the pages of the 
New York Post , telling him to 
keep his publicity machine 
away from the memorial. 

Sharpton has appeared at 
press conferences with Gur-
ley’s live-in girlfriend and 
daughter, while Assembly-
man Charles Barron (D–East 
New York) has spoken along-
side Gurley’s parents and an-
other girlfriend, Melissa But-
ler, who was with Gurley when 
he died. Barron has blasted 
Sharpton for calling the shoot-
ing an “accident.”

In the wake of the contro-
versial grand jury decisions 

not to indict the police offi cers 
who killed unarmed black men 
Michael Brown in Ferguson, 
Missouri, and Eric Garner in 
Staten Island, Brooklyn Dis-
trict Attorney Ken Thompson 
 announced on Dec. 5 that he is 
working to bring Gurley’s kill-
ing before a grand jury to con-
sider charges against Liang . 

On Monday, state Attorney 
General Eric Schneiderman, 
with the backing of many city 
and state pols, including Bor-
ough President Adams, called 
on Gov. Cuomo to appoint him 
as special prosecutor for all 
cases where offi cers killed 
unarmed civilians, saying it 
would “restore public trust.”

In response, Thompson re-
iterated his adamant opinion 
that, in Kings County, he is 
the guy for the job.

Funeral for Red Hook police-shooting victim

MOTHER’S TEARS: Sylvia Palmer, mother of Akai Gurley, weeps as she 
leaves her son’s funeral in Clinton Hill on Dec. 6. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

FINAL REST: Brooklyn activist Kevin Powell delivers the eulogy at the funeral of Akai Gurley, who died after a 
rookie cop shot him in the dark stairwell of an East New York public housing building. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Saying goodbye

demonstration, with disor-
derly conduct and released 
him around 5 am with a desk 
appearance ticket. 

An offi cer smacked Hu-
rowitz’s phone out of his 
hand minutes before another 
singled him out for arrest.

Garner’s death fi rst 
prompted outcry this sum-
mer when a video surfaced 
showing an upset Garner, 
who bystanders said had 
just broken up a fi ght, tell-
ing police to leave him alone, 
and Pantaleo choking him 

to the ground from behind. 
In the video, Garner says “I 
can’t breathe” 11 times. Sub-
sequently released footage 
showed paramedics and po-
lice milling around Garner’s 
unmoving body for several 
minutes without moving to 
assess or treat his condition. 

The medical examiner 
later ruled the death a homi-
cide caused by compression 
of his neck and subsequent 
compression of his chest af-
ter Pantaleo had brought 
him down.

Brooklyn federal prosecu-
tor Loretta Lynch is now in-
vestigating the death, as is 
the Police Department.

Continued from page 37 

GARNER

MODERN-DAY JOHN CARLOS: 
Lebron James warms up in a 
shirt commemorating Eric Gar-
ner’s death. 
 Associated Press / Kathy Willens

Continued from page 37 
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was less than $1 million.
Elmes is excited to move 

but is sad to leave Kings 
County. Looking back, his fa-
vorite events include the an-
nual News Year Eve Party, a 
Ted Talk, and the Nerd Nite 
series, which featured presen-
tations and trivia on science 
topics. He also has fond mem-
ories of the help he received 
from the Dumbo community 
following Superstorm Sandy, 
when the space was inundated 
with more than fi ve feet of wa-
ter, destroying nearly all its 
electronic gear.

“That was too much lake,” 
he said.

Neighbors raised $10,000 
and gathered 80 volunteers to 
help out, which enabled Gala-
pagos to reopen within a week 
of the storm.

“That told us we were an 

important part of the commu-
nity here,” Elmes said.

A spokeswoman for Two 
Trees said that the company 
supports local artists with re-
duced and sometimes free rent, 
and that the current Galapagos 
space will continue to be used 
for a cultural purpose.

“We wish Galapagos all the 
best moving forward in De-
troit,” she said.

Elmes said that ever-sky-
rocketing costs are causing a 
crisis in Brooklyn’s art world, 
and he is hoping that Galapa-
gos can provide some relief for 
budding creative types, albeit 
in another city.

“New York is losing its in-
fl ux of new cultural migrants,” 
he said. “They’re landing in 
other cities, and we think we 
can attract some of them to 
Detroit.”

The last performance at 
Galapagos’s Dumbo home will 
be its Floating Kabarette on 
Dec. 20.

Continued from page 24 
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Legendary Athletics, Compelling Academics

liu.edu/brooklyn

LIU Brooklyn  
athletes dominate 
the competition.

Blackbird Nation
The Blackbirds are the first team to win three NEC championships  
in a row and have made three consecutive trips to the NCAA  
Division I Men’s Basketball Championship.

Come show your support at these upcoming Barclays Center games.
DEC 18 

Florida International
DEC 28 

Hofstra
 

Mount St. Mary’s
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ̂ Slight 
h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, 
tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ^Slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

A Lot of Luxury

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

2011 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
SPORT HSE

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #6400. 
43k miles. 

$39,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #8199. 
4k miles. 

 2013 MERCEDES S65AMG
$119,000

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3881. 
18k miles. 

2013 BMW 328i xDrive
$24,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 17K miles, stk 
#6101. TMU.

GL450
$32,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

G37
AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7774. 
8k miles. 

2012 INFINITI

$19,595
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES
Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 44K, Stk 
#8159.

GLK350
$19,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3824. 
14k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

2011 MERCEDES C300^

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 INFINITI M37
$22,995

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1237. 
27k miles. 

2011 MERCEDES E350
$22,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1318. 
15k miles.

MDX2011 ACURA

$21,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, 
p/s. Stk #1321. 48k 
miles. 

2011 MERCEDES ML350
$21,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5589. 
25k miles.

CAMARO2014 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #6879. 15k 
miles. 

$16,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2013 ACURA

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7918. 
17k miles. 

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

TL

CORVETTE2013 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #9700. 34k 
miles. 

$33,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity 
of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not 
responsible for excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2012 Ford Fusion, 27k 1880 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515 $8,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 20k 1226 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766For Complimentary Pick Up

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND 
RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT 

SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $14,888 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400 

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995

1%
 IS ALL YOU PAY TO DRIVE AW

AY! W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  
EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! EASY FINANCING! ††20
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ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

$103BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 2595, 35k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

$139BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 42k miles, Stk#10534

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$15,995

'11 MERCEDES E350

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1318

$22,888
'14 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

$22,995

'11 MERCEDES C300^
$18,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 14k miles, Stk#3824

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

$21,888
'11 MERCEDES ML-350

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Stk# 5589, 25k mi.

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,995
'14 CHEVY CAMARO

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#6879

$10,995
'12 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#1404

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$13,995
'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1034

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$21,995
'11 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$16,900
'12 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595
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We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

NO
SALES

TAX
UNIFIEDWINDOW

SYSTEMS, INC.
WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

ROOFING SIDING
Starting at 

29952995
Starting at 

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

25% off
based on 

$3.20
per sq ft

Whole HouseWhole House

3995

2129

3995

2129
LAYOVERLAYOVER

COMPLETE RIPCOMPLETE RIP

MASONRY
FREE

in Home
Estimates

0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
Purchase

or0% Financing
for 5 years!

25% Off
Purchase

or

NEW REPAIR SERVICE
WE NOW REPAIR OTHER COMPANIES' PRODUCTS

SAVE THIS AD SAVE THIS AD
HUGE DECEMBER SALE! 10% off Windows & Doors and up to 25% off Siding & Roofing

 • 10% OFF WINDOWS AND DOORS / 0% FINANCING OR 25% OFF SIDING AND ROOFING • 10% OFF WINDOWS AND DOORS / 0% FINANCING OR 25% OFF SIDING AND ROOFING • 

Take Discounts off below prices December 1st - 23rd
NEW ORDERS ONLY • 12/01-12/23/14 • NO EXCEPTIONS

SALE DOES 
NOT APPLY TO 

EXSISTING 
ORDERS

TL

NO
SALES
TAX! www.uwds.com (888) 631-2131

BBB Member Metro NY Long Island • Some items not available in all areas. A $35.00 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.
Nassau#1761650000 • Suffolk#19279 • NYConsumer Affairs#0856560 • Westchester Lic#WC-25660-H13 

• Yonkers Lic#5208 • Conn. H.I. #HIC.0629286. *Metal removal add $25 

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

$899 $899 $999 $999

INCLUDES CAULKING, STOP
MOULDING AND DEBRIS REMOVAL

REG. ON SALE

STEEL SECURITY DOOR
•3 Standard Sizes
•Real Steel Construction
•Dead Bolt and Door Knob
•Black Powder Coat Finish
•Glass and Screen
FULLY INSTALLED

$59900$81500

REG.

ON SALE
$29900

$59900

ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE ON SALE

  A1-SEN
Custom sizes and 10 colors available NO TAX

LEADED
GLASS

FULLY INSTALLED

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

42” x 36”

6' x 4'

AWNINGS & CARPORTS
DOOR HOODS

REG. ON SALE
$36900$49900

REG. ON SALE
$49900$63900

COUPONCOUPON

COUPON

REG. ON SALE
$17900

BASEMENT WINDOWS
CUSTOM MADE UP TO 32” x 18”

FULLY WELDED FULLY INSTALLED

SLIDERS OR
HOPPERS

$39900

COUPON

No Min. Req. NO TAX

(718) 362-5222•(914) 358-9650•(516) 481-3000•(631) 612-2510

HUNTINGTON PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX•WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

BROOKLYN•QUEENS
130-11 Atlantic Ave.

Richmond Hill, NY  11418
299 Peninsula Blvd.

Hempstead, NY 11550

CUSTOM-SIZED!

CUSTOM-PAINTED
STEEL DOORS

FULLY INSTALLED

Includes:
REG. $149900
• 8 Coat Paint Finish
• Adjustable Saddle
• 20 Gauge/10 Gauge
   Reinforced Steel Frame
• Magnetic Seal
• Double Insulated Glass
• Door Knob/Dead Bolt
• Full line of Fiberglass 
   Doors also available

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
& LEADERS

CUSTOM

Many colors & 
Sizes available

37500Leaf Protection
Soffit & Fascia

Ask About

$

COUPON

Entire House as Low as

PATIO
DOORS

REG.
ON SALE

$109900

$199900

LOW E GLASS / ARGON GAS
TOP QUALITY STEEL REINFORCED

& FULLY INSTALLED 5FT.

COUPON

• Foam filled frame and Sash
• Krypton/Argon Gas
• Meets D.O.E. / R5 Program
• Lifetime Guarantee

REG. ON SALE
$35900$79900

TRIPLE GLASS
WELDED WINDOWS

FULLY INSTALLED

COUPON

INDO
FULLY INSN

ON SA
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REG.
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81500
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There’s a new source for 
news in your neighborhoods:

 
Courier Life Publications — the most powerful name in news 
from Canarsie to Greenpoint — is proud to launch its new 
website, BrooklynDaily.com, featuring fresh news, arts and 
features from all the neighborhoods that matter to you.

Click on BrooklynDaily.com every day for coverage of 
Brooklyn that is faster, better and deeper than any other 
online publication. Every day, you’ll get all the top-notch 
coverage you’ve come to expect from the Bay News, 
Brooklyn Graphic, Kings Courier, Mill-Marine Courier, Bay 
Ridge Courier and Brooklyn Courier — and more!

BrooklynDaily.com — your one-stop shopping for 
Brooklyn news.

Attention Brooklynites!

ome believe that history 
is cyclical, while others 
believe that the march of 

progress in humankind is lin-
ear. To these macro theories of 
history I add another: the pen-
dulum of life often swings until 
it reaches a “tipping point” and 
then it shifts course and swings 
back in the other direction. 

This theory, I believe, can 
be applied on a micro level to 
New York City’s crime-fight-
ing tactics and now, it seems, 
we have reached a new “tip-
ping point” that may require 
us to reverse course.

Allow me to explain. 
A little more than two de-

cades ago, the crime rate was 
soaring and New York felt un-
governable. Our police depart-
ment was largely reactive and 
many families and older peo-
ple fled the city because they 
feared for their safety. The 
New York Post famously bel-
lowed in a headline, “Dave, Do 
Something!” urging then-em-
battled Mayor David Dinkins 
to try to stop the rising tide of 
crime and chaos in Gotham.

Dinkins, to his credit, did 
do something, and along with 
then Council Speaker Peter 
Vallone and Police Commis-

sioner Ray Kelly, started the 
“Safe Streets, Safe City” pro-
gram that added thousands of 
police officers to the force.

But voter anger at the ris-
ing crime stats swept Dinkins 
out of the mayoralty in 1993 
and brought in two new sher-
iffs: Mayor Rudy Giuliani and 
his first police commissioner, 
Bill Bratton. They decided to 
adopt a few innovative polic-
ing strategies and theories. 

The first, Compstat, used daily 
data to send resources to areas 
that had the greatest concen-
tration of crime. The second, 
the “Broken Windows” theory 
of policing, mandated pursu-
ing low-level misdemeanors 
such as subway fare evasion 
and cracking down on the 
ubiquitous “squeegee men” 
who menaced city drivers. 

The theory was that if you 
clamped down on small of-
fenses, it would send a signal 
to petty criminals that there 
is zero tolerance and this, 
in turn, would deter bigger 
crimes. Also, by arresting low-
level offenders, you would be 
ridding the streets of criminals 
who might be wanted for other 
crimes. This aggressive style 
of policing was accompanied 
by an increasing use of “stop 
and frisk,” which reached its 
peak in the last few years of the 
Bloomberg administration.

Now the pendulum has be-
gun to swing back. In the af-
termath of the grand jury’s 
controversial non-indictment 
in the Eric Garner case last 
week, people are questioning 
the wisdom of arresting a man 
whose only crime was selling 
loose cigarettes on a street cor-

ner. The public’s appetite for 
“Broken Windows” policing 
has reached a tipping point. 
Society is fed up with aggres-
sive policing that can lead to 
the deaths of unarmed men. 

And so it seems that we will 
now enter an era where our po-
lice will be more guarded and 
will likely wear cameras that 
will record their interactions 
with people. This technology will 
make things more transparent.

If “Broken Windows” is 
abandoned (and if it is, it is un-
likely to happen with a press 
release or a major pronounce-
ment) it will end an era of po-
licing in New York in which 
our cops played offense rather 
than defense. If we are now en-
tering a period of kinder and 
gentler policing, we will see 
if the dramatic decrease in 
major crime in New York has 
gained enough traction that 
we no longer need a constantly 
vigilant police force.

There is a third way — 
keep “Broken Windows” polic-
ing but re-imagine it so petty 
crimes only lead to fines and 
summonses, not arrests and in 
extreme cases (like Eric Gar-
ner), forcible arrests that can 
lead to seemingly excessive use 

of force. Police Commissioner 
Bratton has talked about re-
training police to be more ju-
dicious and cautious in the use 
of force; this new version of ag-
gressive policing could keep 
crime rates low but also cut 
down on high-profile incidents 
like Garner and the recent 
shooting of an unarmed man 
in a Brooklyn housing project 
stairway. In that case, the of-
ficer pulled out his gun before 
he knew there was a clear and 
present danger and when it mis-
fired it led to the tragic murder 
of an innocent young man.

It will take some time for 
New York to be able to judge the 
outcome of this new crime-fight-
ing strategy. We will only know 
after 12 to 18 months whether 
crime rates will start to rise and 
whether it was “Broken Win-
dows” policing that kept the 
crime rate so low for so long.

In the meantime, let us 
pray that our mayor and police 
commissioner and the whole 
NYPD continue to maintain 
order and peace. endulum of 
history decrees.

Tom Allon is the president 
of City & State, NY. He can be 
reached at tallon@cityand-
stateny.com.  

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE
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To the editor,
Let’s have a Boardwalk reality 

check: Councilmen Chaim Deutsch 
(D–Sheepshead Bay) and Mark Trey-
ger (D–Coney Island) are our two 
local political representatives who 
deserve huge credit for doing every-
thing in their power since taking of-
fi ce last year to try and stop the Parks 
Department’s hideous plan for a con-
crete and plastic walkway (“City: 
Brighton Beach boardwalk’s fate is 
set in concrete,” online Nov. 20). 

They have met with constitu-
ents to hear our concerns, they have 
garnered support from fellow City 
Council members, sent letters to 
the mayor demanding the plan be 
halted, followed up with calls to his 
offi ce, and they have sought to meet 
with the Parks commissioner, and 
have expressed their outrage to him 
at this plan and the lack of respect 
for the will of the community. They 
have been unyielding in their efforts 
to save a community treasure. In 
fact, Chaim Deutsch, while still just 
a candidate for his offi ce, attended 
the city’s design commission hearing 
and eloquently testifi ed against the 
plan. Now that’s commitment!

In contrast, Assemblymen Steven 
Cymbrowitz and Alec Brook-Krasny 
funded this ill conceived plan. Cym-
browitz’s protestations that he was 
“hoodwinked” and wasn’t aware that 
the funds he allotted were to be used 
in this manner, ring hollow. The plan 
has been on the table and in the me-
dia for the past few years, with pre-
sentations at the community board, 
Parks Department public statements, 
city hearings, and numerous articles 
and reports from all manner of me-
dia. It would seem that he is the only 
one in our community not aware of 
it, were that the case! Brook-Krasny 
certainly was fully aware of what 
he was funding, as on various occa-
sions, he spoke in favor of it, and he 
sent his representative to testify in 
favor of it before the design commis-
sion. Thus, since they were co-fund-
ing this, it stretches credulity to be-
lieve that Cymbrowitz was ignorant 
of what was taking place.

Now, just a few weeks ago as the 
machinery was being put in place 
to start ripping up the Boardwalk, 
and after years of silence, in an ef-

fort to appear the superhero show-
ing up at the last moment to try and 
save the day, Cymbrowitz begins is-
suing statements expressing his faux 
outrage! Brook-Krasny, in contrast, 
hides in the shadows saying nothing 
on the issue and not addressing the 
many calls and emails his constitu-
ents have sent him. One is left to won-
der if it isn’t we who are being hood-
winked. Rob Burstein

The writer is president of the 
Coney-Brighton Boardwalk Alliance.

...
To the editor,

At last a ray of hope shines on the 
boardwalk. Why did it take so long 
for Assemblyman Steven Cymbrow-
itz to see the light? One hopes he will 
be as good as his word and rescind 
funding for a destructive project.  
 Jonathan Weiss
 Flatbush

...
To the editor,

After writing to Assemblymen 
Cymbrowitz and Brook-Krasny, 
asking them to stop funding Parks’ 
Boardwalk plan, I received a letter 
back from Cymbrowitz, but no re-
sponse from Brook-Krasny. Cym-
browitz said that the funding expires 
on Dec. 31, and that “the city is hop-
ing to extend this contract, but I have 
other ideas. I am committed to doing 
everything in my power to block the 
extension of the contract and rescind 
the money that was allocated.” 

This would seem to be good news 
for all of us that want a real Board-
walk. However many questions need 
to be answered by both he and Brook-
Krasny. Does Brook-Krasny feel the 
same and intend to do the same? 
How exactly can they do this, since 
contracts have been signed and the 
Parks Department has begun the 
process? And fi nally, why did it take 
so long for either one to try to stop 
this? They gave their funds for this 
project, and if it wasn’t what one or 
both wanted, why didn’t they say so 
and stop it long ago?

I hope they both will do whatever 
is now necessary to stop this plan of 
destruction which will so negatively 
impact our enjoyment of the Board-
walk, and which most of my neigh-
bors and friends, as well as myself, 
despise. William Burg
 Coney Island

...
To the editor,

I was very happy to see Assembly-
man Steven Cymbrowitz’s statement 
committing himself to putting a stop 
to the city’s plan for the Boardwalk, 

and joining with Councilmen Mark 
Treyger and Chaim Deutsch. How-
ever, where does Assemblyman Alec 
Brook-Krasny stand? He seems to be 
missing in action. He would seem to 
be the missing link in having a uni-
fi ed opposition from all of our local 
elected offi cials. Since he also gave 
funds to the Parks Department for 
Boardwalk repair, we deserve to 
know if this plan is what he had in 
mind and still supports, and if not, 
what he is doing about it. The least he 
can do for those of us who voted for 
him is to give us some clear answers 
to our questions. B. Chalet
 Brighton Beach

...
To the editor,

Work is already underway on 
the Coney Island Boardwalk. If As-
semblymen Alec Brook-Krasny and 
Steve Cymbrowitz don’t pull the 
plug on their funding to “repair” our 
Boardwalk, we Brighton Beach resi-
dents will end up drowning in the 
Parks Department’s good intentions. 
How dare the city’s design commis-
sion pretend to know what’s best for 
area residents? In the Ocean Park-
way vicinity that’s already sporting 
concrete, Hurricane Sandy depos-
ited tons of sand that had nowhere 
to go except onto the streets and pri-
vate properties, thanks to the lack of 
boardwalk slats. Let the design com-
mission stick to what they know best 
— designing sky-scraping toilets that 
now blight our beaches.
 Suzanne Friedman
 Brighton Beach

...
To the editor,

Upon taking offi ce Mayor DeBla-
sio declared that he would forge a 
new direction, that his would be an 
administration that values and is 
responsive to the will of the citizens 
of a community. With respect to our 
Boardwalk communities of Coney 
Island and Brighton Beach, he has 
failed to honor that pledge. 

Time after time, the people that 
reside in these communities, along 
with their political representatives, 
have made known their distaste for 
the city’s plan for the Coney Island 
Boardwalk concocted during the last 
mayoral administration. They have 
demanded that this plan, which most 
view as lazily uninformed, odiously 
destructive, and lacking in vision be 
scrapped. Sadly, the mayor has cho-
sen to continue to listen to the voices 
of those Parks Department offi cials 
least concerned about community 
will, who themselves are unaffected 

by the diminishment to our quality 
of life, and who are not subject to the 
potential dangers their decisions in-
fl ict on our communities.

I was happy to read, therefore, 
that Councilman Mark Treyger is 
calling for the Boardwalk to be de-
clared a scenic landmark, and thus 
be afforded the protective status that 
provides. All of our political repre-
sentatives should come together and 
lend their support to this.  

Let us hope that the Landmarks 
Commission is a truly independent 
body, and will act in the best inter-
ests of all of New Yorkers to preserve 
and protect for all time this interna-
tionally recognized iconic national 
treasure! What a shame that we can’t 
rely on the mayor or the Parks De-
partment to do that job! 
 Nelson Levine
 Midwood

...
To the editor,

Heartfelt thanks to Councilmen 
Chaim Deutsch and Mark Treyger 
for recognizing that the Boardwalk 
is a national treasure, and should not 
be replaced with cement and plastic. 
Assemblyman Steven Cymbrowitz 
has recently issued strong statements 
against the current plan, though it is 
late in the process and possibly moot. 
Assemblyman Alec Brook-Krasny?  
Who knows where he is hiding! A 
public statement and public position 
would be most welcome.

It seems that every day New York-
ers and Brooklynites in particular 
lose the things that make our lives 
and environments unique, intimate, 
and connected to history. When 
all things that once existed are de-
stroyed to make way for all things 
new, something precious is lost. I 
am not merely being nostalgic; the 
boards of the Boardwalk are part of 
its identity, and part of the identity of 
the whole area it serves. The sound 
and feel and connection of walking, 
cycling, daydreaming on the Board-
walk is something that can’t be ex-
perienced anywhere else. A small 
thing? Sure. 

But it is the small things in life 
that create lasting impressions and 
a lifetime of memories. I recall with 
love and joy the sound of my dad’s big 
work shoes as we walked the Board-
walk every Sunday, watching the 
gulls wheel over the ocean, and spot-
ting the occasional hobo still roast-
ing potatoes on the beach. Let’s not 
let them rip up our Boardwalk! 
 Alice Shechter
 Williamsburg

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve 
the right to edit all correspondence, 
which becomes the property of 
Courier Life Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Chaim & Mark B’walk heroes, but Steve & Alec zeros
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rince Wil-
liam and 
C at h e r i ne , 

the Duchess of 
Cambridge, called 
the shots when 
they took in a Nets 
game at Barclays 
Center last week — including 
telling journalists how to dress 
and behave — because British 
royalty is the final word on 
kings and queens. Bhumibol 
Adulyadej, the king of Thai-
land, is richer than Queen 
Liz. Mohammed VI, the king 
of Morocco, is more powerful. 
The Japanese, Cambodian, 
and Omanese monarchies are 
older than the British Crown. 
But who cares about them? 

The House of Windsor may 
find its days are numbered 
though, if the radical Islamiza-
tion of Britain continues to de-
pose the English way of life — a 
grim reality that could hit tol-
erant America next. The writ-
ing is on the wall:

popular name for baby boys in 
the nation which birthed the 
Anglican Church.

-
land bishop wants Prince 
Charles’s coronation service 
opened with a reading from 
the koran. 

-
lim society threatens to bump 
Christianity as the dominant 
religion within the next gen-
eration. 

Londonstan because of its 
growing number of Muslims, 
also known as Asians.

permits shariah-style wills, 
penalizing widows and non-be-
lievers. 

steak and kidney pudding 
have become sharia-controlled 
zones banning gambling, alco-
hol, music, and western cloth-
ing. 

culture with ex-
tremist ideology, 
brandishing guns 
and the koran in 
music videos. 

Muslim vigilan-
tes spout proudly 

in lawless cyber videos, “Islam 
is here in London, Mr. David 
Cameron, Mr. police officer, 
whether you like it or not.”

Britain’s acts of accommo-
dation for its problem commu-
nity amount to national sui-
cide, making it a sitting-duck 
for extremist trends and the 
type of violence that killed 52 
people and injured more than 
700 in the 2005 London terror 
attacks, and big-hearted Amer-
ica can learn from its ally’s dis-
mal experience. 

Prime Minister David Cam-
eron once said, “It is main-
stream Britain which needs to 
integrate more with the British 
Asian way of life, not the other 
way around.” He can toss and 
turn at night knowing Britain 
has done that — to a fault.

Follow me on twitter @Brit-
Shavana

hey’re baa-ack! The 
holiday season is here, 
and with it comes the 

charity solicitations — and 
the scammers. 

I was out driving when I 
stopped for a red light and 
was approached by one of 
two men dressed in Battle 
Dress Uniforms carrying 
pails on which was writ-
ten “Disabled Veterans Of 
America.” “Help the Veter-
ans,” they were shouting 
and I noticed some of the 
drivers tossing dollar bills 
into their buckets. 

I am a big believer in do-
nating and assisting our he-
roes in any way I can, but I 
knew I had seen this hoax 
before. There is no Disabled 
Veterans of America char-
ity. The organization we are 
familiar with is called Dis-
abled American Veterans. 

After a few minutes on 
the Internet, I learned that 
the creator of the Disabled 
Veterans of America scam 
was arrested two years ago 
in Michigan for creating 
fake charities with names 
similar to legitimate veter-
ans groups. He used the tele-
marketing proceeds for his 
own gain. He was sentenced 
to serve time in prison and 
had to make restitution. 

Either he was released, 
or someone else is now 
working his con. 

At this time of year, we 
receive many solicitations 
for donations. If you are not 
sure about the legitimacy of 
the senders go to the follow-
ing website: CharityNavi-
gaor.org. This website ranks 
not-for-profit organizations 
on the strength of their fi-
nances, the transparency of 
their operations, and their 
control of administrative 
and fund-raising expenses. 
Four stars is the highest 
ranking. Three stars is OK. I 
stay away from anything less 
than that. Go to that web-
site and you will be shocked 
at how many very popular 
charity organizations are 
two, one and zero stars. 

Do you see that woman 
with the binoculars who 
looks like a tourist? Maybe 
she really is, but if you are 
at a cash machine, make 
sure you cover the keypad 
as you type in your codes. 

Will you be away on a cruise 
for the holidays? Do not — I re-

peat, do NOT — announce it to 
the world on Facebook. Many 
people brag about where they 
are going and come home to 
find their houses robbed. You 
might want to warn your teen-
ager now.

Here’s another oldie but 
goodie that’s back in town. 
Most retailers have a dis-
play of gift cards for you to 
choose from. Help yourself 
and make sure that it is acti-
vated by paying the amount 
of money you request.

 Outside the store, just 
as you are about to enter, a 
well-dressed woman hold-
ing a gift card approaches 
you. The bubba meintsa you 
are handed is that she just 
received this 50-dollar gift 
card and hates shopping 

you at a substantial discount 
— as much as 50 percent. 

“You don’t believe that 
the card is authentic? Come 
inside and I’ll prove it.” 

Ask any cashier to scan it 
and you’ll learn that the card 
actually is worth 50 bucks. 
You can now buy it at half 

As you reach down into 
your handbag for the 25 dol-
lars your new best friend 
switches the good card for an 
identical one that she took 
from the display rack — one 
that is not validated and to-
tally worthless. You’ll be very 
embarrassed when you at-
tempt to use it as payment for 
a purchase. You’ve been had.

I am StanGershbein@
Bellsouth.net saying: If it 
sounds too good to be true, 
yada, yada, yada. 

hat a crock. Heavy em-
phasis on crock. 

I read that tech gi-
ants Apple and Facebook have 
offered to cover the cost of their 
female workers to freeze their 
eggs and postpone pregnancy 
so they can extend their work 
life. How big of them. 

And this is supposed to be a 
good thing for the women?

How dare corporate Amer-
ica even begin to proffer this as 
an option? The thought is so hei-
nous it renders me speechless. 

Big business never fails to 
surprise me with its ruthless-
ness, but this goes way beyond 
the bounds of indecency even 
for it. 

-
ing female workers in this man-
ner is tantamount to criminal. 

Female employees have a 
hard enough time juggling 
work and parenting, often 
times sacrificing time with 
their children for the sake of 
the job. And now they have this 
conundrum to contemplate: 
“To freeze or not to freeze, that 
is the question.”

Tech companies have no 
sense of propriety. This is just 
another display of their unmit-
igated chutzpah to manipulate 
and force themselves into the 
bedrooms of their employees 
and put women in a position 

of subserviency. And I thought 
Hobby Lobby had a lot of nerve. 

cake. 
For the sake of giving these 

corporations the benefit of the 
doubt, I’m asking the gods of 
industry this question: “When 
exactly is it a good time to un-
freeze those eggs and have a 
child? When the woman is 40, 
50, or 60 years old? When she 
is no longer wanted or needed 
in the workforce and has out-
lived her usefulness, then the 
little woman can go home, take 
a whole bunch of fertility shots 
to get her uterus in child bear-
ing shape and defrost a child? 

Is that a good time?” 
Isn’t it magnanimous for the 

CEOs to allow a woman to de-
cide? I’m so sure every female 
employee is saying to herself: 
“This is great — I can’t wait to 
freeze my eggs, so that when I’m 
so pass menopause, I can un-
freeze my eggs, have a baby, and 
spend my retirement funds on 
diapers, formula and onesies.” 

Adding, “Thanks Facebook, 
thanks Apple, for allowing me 
to postpone my body’s natural 
rhythms to stay in my job and 
be a slave to the corporation.” 

about you?
Let’s face it, the only benefit 

of a female employee freezing 
her eggs and postponing child 
bearing is a benefit for the cor-
poration, not the woman.

Not for Nuthin™, but if these 
titans of gigabytes want to im-
prove the lives of their female 
workers, then provide better pre-
natal benefits, provide longer 
maternity leave, affordable on-
premise day care options, flex-
ible work schedules, and remote 
access from home so that when 
baby is sick or needs mama, 
mama can stay home and be a 
mama. Now these would be im-
provements that would benefit 
female employees. 

Follow me on Twitter @
JDelBuono.

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION

A BRITISHER’S
VIEW
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’m madder than a Jet fan 
watching the Heidi Bowl 
over the fact that all my 

plans for informative public 
meetings get interrupted by 
special reports from certain 
residents who care more about 
what they care about then the 
things they should care about 
that I tell them about.

Case in point was last 
Tuesday at my semiannual 
BWECC!’s Open Community 
Council meeting on the iden-
tity theft of seniors, a topic 
close to my heart as I don’t 
want no one going around say-
ing they are me when in fact 
they are someone else, thus 
getting access to my money 
stashed in a mattress under 
the floorboards in the attic. I 
had all these grand plans for 
a meeting with 62nd Precinct 
community affairs officer 
Nick Moran, who was going to 
tell us how to make sure our 
checks in the mail don’t get in-
tercepted and illegally cashed, 
and everything was going just 
swell, with me nodding au-
thoritatively, until one mem-
ber of the audience brought up 
all the muggings that are hap-
pening around PS 212 that had 

everybody up in arms.
I slammed my gavel down to 

try to retain order and switch 
the conversation back to the is-
sue at hand, but the audience 
would have none of it. 

Apparently, the seniors 
learned that a bracelet was 
ripped off the wrist of a parent 
from PS 212, and the mugger 
made a clean getaway down 
Cropsey Avenue. It was then 
reported that four other mug-
gings had taken place in the 

area, and all heck broke loose 
in the room. 

I immediately realized that 
I had to do what I could to calm 
the masses and make sure we 
could get back to the impor-
tant topic that I brought every-
one one there to discuss — the 
fact that I have to worry about 
people claiming they are me 
when they are not.

So we made a motion that 
we would send a letter to the 
district attorney and to local 
elected officials telling them 
how their senior constituents 
now feel threatened. We’re go-
ing to carbon copy that letter 
to a number of other places, 
including the 60th Precinct 
and Brooklyn South (I’ll make 
sure to hit the keys on my 
Smith-Corona really hard so 
the copy on the bottom isn’t so 
light it is illegible).

With that I assumed we 
could get back to making sure 
no one goes on the interweb 
and buys something in my 
name without my approval.

But that’s when my good 
friend Eddie Mark, the past 
chairman of Community 
Board 13, broke in and gave a 
rundown of what is happening 

over in Coney Island during 
the off season, when everyone 
moves back to Bensonhurst.

Apparently, there were 
many locations where Thanks-
giving meals were served 
through the auspices of the 
Greater Coney Island Jewish 
Community Council. Another 
“important” issue brought up 
by the seniors was the lack 
of services to our immediate 
community for our residents. 
The nearest one to us are the 
food pantry at Sea Surf ad-
jacent to John Dewey High 
School as well as Rabbi Wie-
ner’s Marlboro Senior Center. 
All these concerns will be in-
vestigated and brought up at 
the BWECC’s Dec. 18 meeting.

Around this time, a few 
people started questioning 
the noises coming from my 
tummy. I explained to them 
that this was the residual af-
fects of the Thanksgiving 
abondanza son-in-law Michael 
— who makes every holiday 
meal not only spectacular but 
physically impossible to eat all 
in one sitting — he created. 

Michael’s first course was 
giant stuffed shells overflow-
ing with ricotta, accompanied 

by everybody’s favorite — Mi-
chael’s mixed salad (which he 
never makes enough of, hint, 
hint) with cranberries, sliced 
almonds and (thankfully) no 
onions. A platter of acici pepe 
sausage stuffing, stove top 
stuffing, candied sweet pota-
toes, mashed potatoes, wild 
rice and broccoli casserole, 
a huge macaroni and cheese 
platter like I’ve never tasted 
before, corn, stuffed mush-
room (I don’t indulge because 
I gotta watch my weight) and 
long string beans with al-
monds.

There was plenty of white 
wine to go around, and for des-
sert, I even brought my favor-
ite coconut custard pie, apple 
pie and blueberry pie, Sicil-
ian cookies, lemon drop cook-
ies, two French and one large 
seeded twist, (which brought 
me to my shameless plug of the 
week, Bread Plus bakery. That 
place make canolis you could 
die for. I’m getting fatter just 
thinking of them!)

By the time I finished, ev-
erybody had left, and nobody 
learned nothing about iden-
tity theft!

Screech at you next week!

BIG
SCREECHER
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HARBOR WATCH
Every time the soldiers of the 
Wisconsin Army National 
Guard’s 950th Engineer Com-
pany go out on a mission, they 
know they are saving lives.

The route clearance com-
pany from Superior, Wis-
consin, which is in the fi nal 
phase of its pre-mobilization 
training at Fort Bliss, Texas, 
is one of just a handful of 
units within the Army specif-
ically designed to combat the 
threat posed by improvised 
explosive devices. Secure 
roadways and infrastructure 
are key to the international 
coalition’s military efforts in 
Afghanistan. They are also 
vital corridors for Afghan 
civilians trying to go about 
their daily lives.

Enter the 950th, which 
with every bomb, IED or 
other threat that it identifi es, 
will make the roads of Af-
ghanistan a safer place.

“There’s not a whole lot 
of missions in the Army that 
you can really say this, but 
every time you go out, no mat-
ter what, when you fi nd those 
bombs you’re saving some-
body’s life — be it friendly, 
a civilian or coalition,” said 
Capt. Andrew Redd, the 
unit’s commander. “And I 
just feel good about that as a 
person. If nothing else, when 

I’m old, I’ll look back and say, 
‘I found X number of bombs.’ 
And who knows, maybe that 
guy is the future of our world. 
So I feel good about our mis-
sion.”

Redd and his unit have 
been hard at work at Fort 
Bliss preparing for their up-
coming deployment since 
leaving Wisconsin in Octo-
ber, and the 950th is up to 
the task. The unit’s training 
evaluators heaped praise on 
the unit’s professionalism 
and skills during a recent 
visit from senior Wiscon-
sin National Guard leaders, 
and the members been hon-
ing their craft with intense 
training scenarios.

“I feel really good,” Redd 
said of the training at Fort 
Bliss. “These guys are throw-
ing a ton of stuff at us. I’d 
love a couple months or even 
a year down here training 
with these guys, but I feel re-
ally confi dent about where 
we’re at and how we’re going 
to perform on our mission.”

“They’re challenging us, 
and they’re really making 
our guys think about it and 
develop new stuff and work 
together to succeed and do 
well,” he added.

The nearly 100 soldiers 
of the 950th are coming to-

HARBOR WATCH
Musicians in the Air Force 
Band gave a smooth and un-
expected performance after a 
lot of meticulous planning and 
coordination during a recent 
video recorded concert. 

“Airman musicians are 
fortunate to serve our coun-
try in the Air Force by inspir-
ing people through music,” 
said Senior Master Sgt. Rob-
ert Kamholz, the superinten-
dent of band marketing and 
outreach. “The success of our 
fi rst video is a testament to the 
power of music and the power 
of the U.S. Air Force.”

Kamholz said that the band 
began preparing its winter 
surprise in July. The fi rst steps 
were fi nding the location and 
scheduling the proper time in 
the band’s busy schedule.

Kamholz said the next step 
of the planning process was 
securing the rights to use the 
English lyrics for the songs 
“Greensleeves” and “Carol of 
the Bells.” With the publish-
er’s permission, the band was 
authorized to arrange the mu-
sic as needed, perform it live, 
record the session, and later 
release it. 

After the selection was ap-
proved, Kamholz said the mu-
sicians in blue brought on re-
tired Senior Master Sgt. Bob 
Thurston, the chief arranger 

from the 2013 fl ash mob at the 
Smithsonian National Air and 
Space museum in Washing-
ton, D.C.

“He wrote the one last year 
and he has the most experi-
ence writing these all-encom-
passing compositions,” Kam-
holz said. 

From there, the music 
was taken through several 
read-through rehearsals and 
tweaked until the fi nal compo-
sition was selected.

“Once the arrangement 
was completed, it was given to 
the instrumentalists and vo-
calists to practice and mem-
orize,” said Lt. Col. Donald 
Schofi eld, the band’s direc-
tor of operations. “The musi-
cal arrangement was modi-
fi ed slightly between each 
rehearsal to achieve the right 
balance between each musical 
line … For this year’s video, 
there were four musical re-
hearsals at The U.S. Air Force 
Band’s facility on Joint Base 
Anacostia-Bolling in Wash-
ington, D.C.” 

The fi nal practice included 
more than 100 military musi-
cians and was held at the mu-
seum the night before the per-
formance. 

“Finally, some of our audio 
technicians and musicians 
served as videographers for 
the project,” Schofi eld said. 

“During the fi nal dress re-
hearsal at the museum, they 
reacquainted themselves with 
the video equipment and prac-
ticed their camera angles 
while the audio crew adjusted 
their settings to achieve the 
perfect sound.”

According to band offi cials, 
the audio from the perfor-
mance was recorded through 
more than 40 different wire-
less microphone channels and 
nine different cameras at vari-
ous locations and angles.

“The Air Force is fueled by 
innovation and after the suc-
cess of (our) viral fl ash mob 
video last year, we decided to 
expand upon that concept,” 
Kamholz said. “We use music 
to bridge language, cultural 
and societal differences.”

The nine reels were later 
edited to make up the fi nal 
video. Once that was complete, 
the audio was then synced to 
the video, timing specifi c in-
struments’ audio during play-
back. 

“There is an obvious tie 
between the Air Force and 
both of the Smithsonian’s Air 
and Space Museums,” he said. 
“We’ve enjoyed partnering 
with them to demonstrate the 
U.S. Air Force Band’s com-
mitment to upholding our 
mission in air, space and cy-
berspace.”Continued on page 48

Musicians achieve success on fi rst video 

Airmen fl ash concert

Guards are on the 
move and saving lives

ON THE ROAD: A Wisconsin National Guard soldier moves between 
vehicles during a training mission on Nov. 24 at Fort Bliss, Texas. 
 Joe Trovato

SURPRISE!: The Air Force Band performs at Udvar Hazy Center in Chantilly, Va. Staff Sgt. Devon Suits
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HARBOR WATCH
Regardless of the region in 
which you live, the winter 
season brings added tips to 
help you stay safe on the wa-
ter. With colder air and water 
temperatures, it’s crucial to be 
prepared for anything if you 
happen to be heading out on 
the water for any activity this 
winter — boating, kayaking, 
paddle boarding, or even ice 
fi shing and snowmobiling.

If you plan to participate in 
any water activity this winter 
— know what will keep you 
safe! Planning and prepara-
tion are key to any safe outing 
on the water, but also know-
ing some basic safety and cold 
water immersion tips can 
help save your life.

Here are tips to help keep 
you safe on the water this 
winter:

File a fl oat plan
Filing a fl oat plan can be 

as easy as telling a loved one 
where you are headed and 
when you plan to return. 
Leaving this crucial informa-

tion with someone on shore 
can help rescuers narrow 
down where to look if you 
don’t return when scheduled. 

Wear a life jacket
Life jackets are crucial 

equipment that keep you safe 

while out on the water. Find 
a style that works for you and 
your activities and just wear 
it! 

Make sure the lifejacket 
is Coast Guard-approved and 
fi ts properly. Just as impor-
tant as wearing one yourself, 

you should always make sure 
the people with you have one 
on as well.

Keep in touch
On a boat, the easiest thing 

to have is a working marine-
brand VHF radio and a hand-
held navigation system. This 
will easily allow you to call 
for help and give rescuers 
your position if necessary. 
Cellphones don’t always re-
ceive reception in the areas 
you may be going on your boat 
— so it’s better to be prepared 
with extra equipment and not 
need it, than need it and not 
have it. The Coast Guard al-
ways monitors VHF Channel 
16 for distress.

Dress for the water
Even though the tempera-

ture outside may be 60 to 70 de-
grees, the water temperature 
could be near freezing. It’s al-
ways crucial to check the wa-
ter temperature and know the 
proper protective equipment 
that will keep you warm in the 
worst case scenario.

Know the 1-10-1 
principle

Knowing some basic cold-
water immersion principles 
can greatly increase your 
chances of survival if some-
thing goes wrong. 

1 — You have one min-
ute after being submerged 
in water to get your breath-
ing under control and real-
ize what has happened. If 
breathing isn’t controlled 
immediately, the possibil-
ity of drowning drastically 
increases.

10 — After gaining your 
awareness, there are 10 min-
utes of meaningful movement 
to help someone self-recover. 
After 10 minutes, it’s likely 
the cold water temperatures 
will cause a loss of dexter-
ity in fi ngers and arms, less-
ening the ability to recover 
yourself.

1 — There is approxi-
mately one hour until hy-
pothermia will set in and 
you could become uncon-
scious.

Planning and preparing are key to maintaining safety in cold weather 

Seven tips to stay safe in winter

SAFETY FIRST: Petty Offi cer 3rd Class Jeremy Timothy, of the New 
London, Conn.-based Coast Guard Cutter Morro Bay, pulls a fellow Coast 
Guardsman out of the water while practicing ice-rescue techniques at 
the Coast Guard Ice Capabilities Center of Excellence at Station Saginaw 
River in Essexville on Jan. 25, 2011. Lauren Jorgensen

gether as a tight-knit 
group on the eve of their 
deployment, according 
to company First Sgt. Ja-
son Miller.

“With the training 
going on, the platoons 
are really starting to be-
come cohesive teams,” 
he said. “They were co-
hesive before, but now 
they’re just melding to-
gether spending all the 
time out on mission, 
spending long days get-
ting to know each other 
more, starting to rely 
on each other, knowing 
who they can rely on to 
do what.”

Approximately half 
of the unit has deployed 
before — many to Iraq in 
2010 on an earlier route 
clearance mission with 
the 950th — and those 
veteran soldiers have 
been an invaluable asset 

to the younger soldiers 
getting ready to deploy 
for the fi rst time, Miller 
said.

One of those soldiers 
is Staff Sgt. Bill Con-
nolly, of Superior, who 
was a specialist when 
the unit deployed to 
Iraq in 2010. Now he’s 
a truck commander re-
sponsible for the lives 
of his crew and equip-
ment.

He said the unit is con-
fi dent in its training and 
preparedness as it nears 
the end of its pre-mobili-
zation training. The sol-
diers trained with hand-
held mine detectors, 
robots, and honed their 
skills on the unit’s pri-
mary vehicles — the Buf-
falo mine-resistant am-
bush protected (MRAP) 
vehicle and the Husky, 
a mine-detecting vehicle 
with ground-penetrating 
radar.

The unit is focused on 
battle drills and develop-

ing the muscle memory 
it will need overseas. It’s 
also focused on develop-
ing confi dence.

“We want them to 
know that they’re the tip 
of the spear,” Connolly 
said. “And we want them 
to know that we’re the 
fi ght. At this point, espe-
cially with Afghanistan 
drawing down, we’re go-
ing to be a small percent-
age of people that are the 
fi ght there.”

Maj. Gen. Donald 
Dunbar, Wisconsin’s 
adjutant general, Brig. 
Gen. Mark Anderson, 
the assistant adjutant 
general for Army, Lt. 
Col. Jon Russell, 724th 
Engineer Battalion 
commander and Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Bradley 
Shields, the state’s se-
nior enlisted advisor, 
travelled to Fort Bliss to 
observe the unit’s train-
ing and visit with the 
soldiers, and they came 
away impressed.

Continued from page 47

GUARD

 Courier Life Classifieds call (718) 260—2555
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By Danielle Furfaro

The jazz ’20s are out and the 
swinging ’30s are in! 

The folks behind the 
much beloved Jazz Age Lawn 
Party that takes place annually 
on Governor’s Island are throwing 
another throwback party in Fort 
Greene on Dec. 13. But unlike the 
summer event, which channels the 
spirit of 1920s, the Winter Ball is 
a celebration of the fashion and 
music of the 1930s and 1940s, an 
organizer explained. 

“It is a much more elegant 
affair,” said co-organizer Gin 
Minsky. “There are elaborate 
costumes and set pieces. It is 
something you do not see any-

more in New York City.”
This is the sixth year the 

Winter Ball has taken place, but 
the first time the shindig will be 
in Brooklyn instead of Manhattan. 
This time, it will held at the 
Irondale Center, a cavernous two-
tiered ballroom in Fort Greene. 

“We have a whole crew from 
Barney’s who will be coming in 
to do our displays,” said Minsky. 
“We put a lot of time and effort 
into totally transforming the 
space.”

The entertainment for the eve-
ning will include Minsky’s tap-
dancing duo the Minsky Sisters, 
big band Michael Arenella and His 
Dreamland Orchestra and Roddy 

and Gretchen Caravella, who play 
holiday ballroom dance duets. 

But just as entertaining will 
be the array of costumes worn by 
not only the performers, but all of 
the guests, many of whom aim to 
outdo each other with their vintage 
wear, Minsky said. 

“We want it to have as much 
vintage spirit as possible,” she 
said. “Consider this a black tie 
affair.”

The Sixth Annual Winter Ball at 
the Irondale Center [85 S. Oxford 
St. between Lafayette Avenue and 
Fulton Street in Fort Greene, www.
winterball14.brownpapertickets.
com] Dec. 13 at 8 pm. $150, ticket 
includes dinner and cocktails.

Jazz Age Party creators throw ’30s ball in Fort Greene

Burn the floor: Some serious dance skills will be on display at the 
Winter Ball. And below, band leader and event co-organizer Michael 
Arenella blows his own horn — literally. Driely S

SwingersSwingers
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By Trupti Rami

They’re still standing — 
and running, hurdling, 
pole-vaulting, javelin-

throwing, and shot-putting!
“Racing Age,” a photogra-

phy exhibition currently on dis-
play at United Photo Industries 
in Dumbo, features snaps of 
elderly athletes in action. The 
show is intended to challenge 
the notion that older bodies are 
only good for water aerobics 
and shuff leboard, said the artist 
responsible.

“I’ve always been really inter-
ested in movement, subculture, 
sports, and things that shake up 
stereotypical ideas of people,” 
said photographer and Prospect 
Lefferts Gardens expat Angela 
Jimenez, who recently moved 
to Minneapolis after 12 years in 
Brooklyn. “These athletes are 
setting records that explain what 
a human being is capable of 
doing. The body is getting stron-
ger. People are living longer.”

Shot on a friend’s Hasselblad 
camera, the 14 black-and-white 
images and three audio pieces 

in the show were captured at 
masters track and field meets in 
Kentucky, Maryland, and Italy 
over four years beginning in 
2007. Age divisions for masters 
competitions begin at 30, but 
“Racing Age” specifically docu-
ments senior sportspeople who 
are a decade or so past retire-
ment age, Jimenez said.

 The shutterbug said she 
intentionally used a medium-
format camera for the project 
to slow herself down — with-
out an internal light meter and 
with manual exposure, focus, 

and frame winding, her process 
became as mechanical as the 
athletes’ movements.

“The athletes’ bodies are 
slower and more ponderous, and 
shooting the pictures was slow-
er and more ponderous,” said 
Jimenez. “I really wanted people 
to see the wrinkles and texture 
in the skin and to focus on the 
shape of the bodies and the way 
that they were moving. In the 
show, you can see the difference 
in muscle tone and physiology 
between someone who’s 74 and 
someone who’s 95.”

Jimenez also found kinship 
with her subjects in other ways. 
One woman, an 82-year-old 
black athlete named Johnnye 
Valien, proved especially memo-
rable, she said.

“She’s a multi-event ath-
lete, which is what I did,” said 
Jimanez. “There’s an audio piece 
in the show where she talks 
about the limited opportunities 
that she had as a black woman. 
She was in college in the 1940s. 
That’s way before Title IX and 
any of the opportunities that I 
had.” 

Jimenez earned the solo show 
at United Photo Industries as the 
jury’s choice winner of the Fence, 
an annual summer photography 
installation that features work 
from 40 photographers displayed 
on a banner along a walking path 
in Brooklyn Bridge Park.

“Racing Age” at the United 
Photo Industries gallery [111 
Front St. Suite 204 between 
Washington and Adams streets 
in Dumbo, (718) 215–9075, www.
uni tedphoto indus t r ie s .com]. 
Show runs through Jan. 23, 2015. 
Free.

By Vanessa Ogle

Sweet! 
The lead guitarist of psyche-

delic ’60s band Vanilla Fudge 
will rock out in Sheepshead Bay for the 
Bay Improvement Group’s 23rd annual 
Celebrity Concert Toy Drive on Dec. 14. 
The holiday concert — which is free for 
anyone who donates a new, unwrapped 
toy — will feature classic holiday tunes 
and the guitar guru said everyone is wel-
come to join in the jam session.  

“We do all kinds of Christmas stuff 
and have everyone join in with is,” said 
Vince Martell, who lives in New Jersey 
but has been performing at the concert 
series for 16 years. 

The show is all about spreading holi-
day cheer, Martell said. The donated toys 
will be given to a Sheepshead Bay home-
less shelter that houses women and chil-
dren and Martell said it is important for 
residents to remember that their neigh-
bors may be struggling in the otherwise-
silly season. 

“A battered women’s shelter — it is a 
horrible thing but I’m glad somebody’s 
doing something,” he said. 

Martell said the cause is the main 
reason he keeps coming back to the costal 
community year after year. But the set-
ting is a nice fringe benefit. 

“It is beautiful there — it is very 
uplifting to see the water and the boats,” 
he said. “I was in the Navy before the 
Vanilla Fudge. I love anything around the 
water and seashore.”

Martell won’t be the only musician 
donating his chops for the charitable 
concert. Other performers include Dom 
“Randy” Safuto — the lead singer of the 
doo-wop group Randy and the Rainbows 
— Denver musician Peg Pearl, and 
Broadway theatre star Ben Vereen. But 
Martell said rock fans can definitely 
expect to boogie down to some creamy 
classics. 

“We try to do the first set with some 
rock ’n’ roll stuff — some Vanilla Fudge,” 
he said.

Celebrity Concert Toy Drive at Knights 
of Columbus Baron De Kalb [300 Emmons 
Ave. at Nostrand Avenue in Sheepshead 
Bay, (718) 646–9206, www.bayimprove-
mentgroup.org]. Dec. 14 at 5 pm. Free 
with an unwrapped toy donation. 

Photos celebrates older athletes

Ready to rock: Vince Martell, the lead guitarist of Vanilla Fudge, is going to jam out at the Bay Improvement 
Group’s 23rd annual Celebrity Concert Toy Drive in Sheepshead Bay on Dec. 14.  
 Photo by Olivia Taubner / Rockin Roll Photography

The race is on: Above, photographer Angela Jimenez and her exhibition “Racing Age” at the United Photo Industries gallery in 
Dumbo. And left, 87-year-old 55-meter sprinter Tom, one of many older athletes Jimenez photographed for the show.

GOLDEN 
YEARS

Vanilla Fudge guitarist to rock Sheepshead Bay
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GRAND REOPENING

114 Bay Ridge Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11220

 | Mon.–Thurs.: 4–11 p.m.

MONDAY NIGHT

NOW OPEN FOR

SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS

Includes a Glass of Sangria or Margarita

PRIVATE PARTY ROOMS

Seafood Soup
Seafood Platter

(1/2 Lobster, Shrimp, Calamari and 

a choice of Tilapia or Salmon)

Tiramisu
Coffee or Tea

TUESDAY’S

TURKISH RESTAURANT

www.mygyro.com

FREE DELIVERY
11 AM–11 PM

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
11 AM–Midnight

WE ALSO SPECIALIZE IN CATERING

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1994
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Word’s pick: “The Republic of 
Imagination” by Azar Nafisi

If you’re looking for a reason 
to reread the classics, Nafisi 
has got you covered. The 
author of “Reading Lolita in 
Tehran” is now an American 
citizen, and contemplates 
three pivotal American 
books in her new book. By 
way of “Huckleberry Finn,” 
“Babbitt,” and “The Heart 
is a Lonely Hunter,” she 
examines our current polit-
ical life, what it means to 
be a US citizen, and her 
hopes and fears for modern-day read-
ers. And given the recent political climate and protests, 
a little extra consciousness goes a long way.

— Jenn Northington, Word [126 Franklin St. at 
Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.
wordbrooklyn.com ].

The BookMark Shoppe’s pick: 
“My Brilliant Friend” by Elena Ferrante 

Fans of Adriana Trigiani are 
sure to find Elena Ferrante’s 
“My Brilliant Friend” just 
as amazing as I did. It has 
the feel of a deeply personal 
memoir. A great story about 
the friendship between two 
girls and how their lives 
evolve, clash, and diverge. 
Get a peak into life in Italy 
in the 1950s, and embrace 
the two girls throughout 
their journey.

— Christine Freglette, 
The BookMark Shoppe 
[8415 Third Ave. between 84th 
and 85th streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 833–5115, 
 www.bookmarkshoppe.com ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“Alphabet” by Kathy Page

This is my favorite book 
of the year. Kathy Page puts 
you inside the head of Simon. 
He’s in jail and doesn’t 
understand his rage. He’s 
murdered his girlfriend. 
He learns the alphabet and 
begins writing anonymous 
letters to women. He pre-
tends to be someone else 
— someone who loves art 
— until someone figures 
him out and asks him 
for the truth, and it all 
unravels. This book is 
about identity, the prison system, and 
how to love yourself when you’ve been beaten down. 

— Jess Pane, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.greenlightbook-
store.com ].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores

By Matthew Perlman

We won’t sugarcoat it.
Cookbooks might be 

Brooklyn’s favorite hol-
iday present, and this year’s crop of 
borough-penned recipe tomes has 
a heavy bent towards the sweeter 
side of the kitchen. So here are 
some tasty titles for every type of 
sweet-tooth in your life.

Birthday bakers
“Baked Occasions”
Matt Lewis and Renato Poliafito 

have been luring Red Hookers and 
Fairway shoppers to their cosy bak-
ery Baked with high-quality cook-
ies and cakes since 2005. Their 
latest book — their third — dishes 
out 75 delicious recipes assigned to 
different holidays and celebrations. 
There is a praline ice cream cake 
for Mardi Gras, a rum-infused hair 
of the dog cake for New Year’s 
Day, and 12 different cookie reci-
pes for each day of Christmas. 
But the most enticing — probably 
because it is the weirdest — is a 
purple velvet cake for Hunter S. 
Thompson’s birthday.

The adventurous
“Ovenly”
The brains behind Greenpoint’s 

popular bakery Ovenly have put 
together a book full of recipes that 
whip together salty and sweet in 
their signature way. Agatha Kulaga 
and Erin Patinkin melt brains — 
and tastebuds — with combina-
tions such as caramel bacon hot 
tarts and currant rosemary scones. 

Old and nostalgic
“The Soda Fountain”

The jerks behind Brooklyn 
Farmacy, a retro throwback soda 
counter on Henry Street in Carroll 
Gardens, have poured their knowl-
edge into this carbonated cook-
book. Not only does it include 70 
recipes for such classic beverages 
as the egg cream, the shake, and 
the ice cream float, but it is also 
packed with history, folklore, and 
ephemera surrounding the soda 
fountain.

Barflies
“First Prize Pies”
Clinton Hill baker Alison Kave 

— one half of Smorgasburg favor-
ite Butter and Scotch — has made 
a name for herself combining pies 
and booze, with creations such as 
bourbon ginger pecan pie and mar-
garita pie. But not all of the recipes 
in this book are alcoholic — Kave 

also includes quirky innovations 
such as her candy-apple pie, and 
the Elvis pie — made with banana, 
peanut butter, and bacon.

Cool kids
“Ample Hills Creamery”
It is never too cold for good 

ice cream, and the husband and 
wife team behind Ample Hills 
Creamery — which has locations 
in Prospect Heights, Gowanus, 
and Brooklyn Bridge Park — want 
people to be able to enjoy their 
delicious recipes from the comfort 
of their homes. Jackie Cuscuna and 
Brian Smith’s cookbook delivers 
the frozen goods, with recipes for 
some of their most popular flavors, 
such as salted crack caramel and 
the munchies — which has potato 
chips, pretzels, Ritz crackers, and 
mini M&Ms in it. 

By Max Jaeger

Holiday tunes and hard rock 
are waiting for you in Bay 
Ridge — think of it as the 

Trans-Siberian Orchestra without 
all the pomp and fog.

First, get into the Christmas 
spirit by caroling up Third Avenue 
with Bay Ridge Cares. The chorus 
will spread cheer from 84th to 
92nd streets and is meeting at the 
BookMark Shoppe (8415 Third 
Ave. beween 84th and 85th streets) 
at 6:30 pm.

After you’ve warmed your 
voice (and some hearts), go sing 
along to some different tunes with 
Brooklyn rockers Pete Wire at the 
Leif Bar (6725 Fifth Ave. between 
67th and Senator streets). Catch 
the all-original, pan-genre band’s 

odes to Bushwick, Coney Island, 
and Brooklyn poet Walt Whitman 
at 9 pm.

Then, tear over to Greenhouse 

Cafe (7717 Third Ave. between 
77th and 78th streets) to catch 
garage-and-brit-pop rockers the 
Windsor Terrors at 10 pm.

On Saturday, relive the glory 
days of rock ’n’ roll with Steppin’ 
Back at the Schnitzel Haus (7319 
Fifth Ave. between 73rd and 74th 
streets). The strum down memory 
lane starts at 9:30 pm.

Then step forward to the 1990s 
and check out grunge-y rockers the 
Social Zoo at Three Jolly Pigeons 
(6802 Third Ave. between 68th 
Street and Bay Ridge Avenue) at 
10 pm.

And Wednesday is your lucky 
day — trot to Pipin’s Pub (9701 
Third Ave. between 97th and 98th 
streets) to catch Irish balladeers the 
Brooklyn Bards at 7 pm.

Give the gift of a sweet Brooklyn cookbook

Cooking the books: Jess Pane from Greenlight Bookstore in Fort Greene holds up 
some of our cookbook gift suggestions, all penned by members of Brooklyn’s sweet-
erati. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

SUGAR, SUGAR

’Tis the season to rock the Ridge
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$24.95$14.75 $19.75

NEW CORNER RESTAURANT

IS NOW CONSIDERED A LANDMARK

RESTAURANTCOLANDREA
EST. 1936

$28.00

$26.95
$29.95

FO

UNDED OVER78
 YEARS

Voted Top 5 Best Old Fashioned Italian-American 
Restaurant in Brooklyn by Critic Robert Sietsema

New York

7410 3rd Avenue (Bet. 74th & 75th Streets)

For reservations please call 718-748-0770
www.sanchosrestaurant.com

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED  VALET PARKING

Happy Holidays to all our Friends & Customers
Now Accepting Reservations 

for Christmas Eve and “Day”, New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day

WE OPEN AT 12PM ON NEW YEARS EVE
A Special Menu will be served for New Year’s Eve from 4pm to 12pm

Now Booking Holiday Parties
OPEN 7 DAYS FROM 12PM ON FOR LUNCH & DINNER

*Offer valid at participating locations shown. Containers may vary. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Visit Ediblearrangements.com/coupons for details & restrictions. 
Edible Arrangements & Design and all other marks noted are trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC. 2014 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved.

The Freshest 
Business Gifts

Star Of David Celebration
Catalog #1191

Speak directly with a 
Business Concierge now! 

224 Livingston St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 

(718) 522-6300

1736 Sheepshead Bay Rd. 
Brooklyn, NY 11235 

(718) 535-7909

For Every Budget

For 1 Gift or 1,000

Made Fresh Hours Before Delivery

SAVE UP TO 20% 

with our volume discounts!

Reindeer DaisyTM

Catalog #2975

Holiday CelebrationTM

with dipped strawberries
Catalog #2974

Chocolate Dipped 
Strawberries Platter
with mixed toppings

Catalog #3425
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WE WILL BE OPEN Christmas Day
& New Year’s Day from Noon-7 pm

Please Join Us For Christmas Eve & Day Dinner  3-Course Menu, $52 p.p.

Ring in the New Year With Chef Anthony’s 
Special 4-Course Dinner New Year’s Eve & New Year’s Day

5-8:30 seating $59 p.p., Dinner Only 
10pm seating $142 p.p., Dinner & OPEN BAR (5 hrs)

DJ  Champagne Toast  Hats  Noisemakers

(718) 833-6666

The Most Awarded Restaurant in Brooklyn

Oldest Italian Restaurant in Brooklyn

451 CARROLL STREET    BROOKLYN, NY 11215
718 852 7800

Open: 
Tuesday – Friday, 5 – 11pm    Saturday & Sunday, 12noon – 11pm

Private Parties    Parking 

We Only Accept AMEX and Cash

Est. 1906

Restaurant  Wood Fired Pizza  Bar

We are now taking 
reservations for 
Christmas Eve 

and  
New Year’s Eve

Call us for menu details 
and reservations

Join us this Holiday Season

Book Your Next  Holiday Party Or Family Reunion With Us....

BAY RIDGE JEWISH CENTER
405 81st St. at 4th Avenue

718-836-3103 or offi  ce@brjc.org
www.brjc.org

at BRJC! 
  Latkes 

Dreidel games 

Crafts  

Menorah lighting 

Donuts 

Sunday, December 21, 2014
2:00–4:00pm

Members: $10 Adults / $5 Children
Non-Members: $15 Adults / $10 Children

CHAI LIFELINE
TOY DRIVE
Bring an unwrapped gift 
for infants thru teens

CELEBRATE HANUKKAH
    

Celebrate New Years at:

 New Years Menu
$100 Six Courses For 9pm Seating

Amuse Bouche – Goat cheese mousse, roasted beet,
                                         beet vinaigrette, lemongrass oil
 Appetizers – Stuffed arancini with beef and mozzarella
 Fritti Misti – Tempura battered calamari, shrimp, and 
                               sardines served with salsa rosa
 Salad – Caprese: burrata foam, heirloom tomato, micro basil
 Pasta 
 Entrée – Filet mignon with truffle parsnip puree, Brussel sprouts
                     with guanciale and maple syrup, red wine demi
           Swordfish steak with warm orzo salad and salmoriglio sauce
 Dessert – Sicilian Cassata cake with mint gelato
  *Includes unlimited house brand cocktails, Italian beer & house wine: Kids Menu available for $30

Earlier seatings also available from 5:30-7:15 – 4 Course $65 pre-fix 

209 4th Ave. /corner of Union St./ 
Plan your holiday gathering or special occasion with us!

THE PEARL MISTLETOE 
“beware the kisses will be fl owing”

coconut vodka  2oz.pour
frangelico  1 oz pour
baily’s 1 oz pour
dark spice rum 1 1/2 oz pour
Mix all together with ice in a shaker

Mix together sugar in the raw & cinnamon
Dip glass rim into mixture
Top off drink with cinnamon stick 
& toasted coconut 

Pearl Room Restaurant 
8201 3 Avenue Bay Ridge

by Chef Anthony Rinaldi

Get into the Holiday Spirit
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    DINER & RESTAURANT
1619 718-331-2221

 

RATED #1 DINER IN BROOKLYN
BY THE DAILY NEWS

FREE PARKING
ON PREMISES

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Season’s Greetings

Enjoy a FREE 
Glass of Wine 
with Dinner

Coffee or Soda 
with Lunch 
and Dinner

(with this ad)

unclestevesny.com

INGREDIENTS:

PROCEDURE:

EGGPLANT PARMIGIANA SERVES 4 TO 6
l t

Open Bar, Cocktail Hour with Passed 
Hors D’oeuvres & Pasta Station 

Surf and Turf Dinner
Champagne Toast at Midnight, 

Dessert & Coffee, DJ, Hats, Noisemakers...

OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE, CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY

LIMITED DATES AVAILABLE IN OUR BANQUET ROOMS FOR YOUR HOLIDAY PARTIES
30–200 PEOPLE

INQUIRE ABOUT BUCKEY’S 3 HOUR COCKTAIL PARTY 
$40 PER PERSON

For information and reservations 718-998-4222

www.buckleyscaterers.com

EMBERS
STEAKHOUSE

9519 3rd Avenue    
For Reservations 

718-745-3700
www.EMBERSBAYRIDGE.COM

“He knows you have b
een dieting

       He knows you need a
 Steak”

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Come Celebrate 

the Holidays with Us!
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FRI, DEC. 12

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, WAYNA: Free. 9 pm. 

BAM Cafe (30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene), www.bam.
org/programs/bamcafe-
live. 

MUSIC, TATTERS & RAGS: 
$8–$10. 8 pm. Rock Shop 
[249 Fourth Ave. between 
Carroll and President 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 
230–5740], www.therock-
shopny.com. 

THEATER, “JERRY’S GIRLS”: 
Gallery Players presents a 
musical revue of Broadway 
composer Jerry Herman. 
$18. 8 pm. Gallery Play-
ers [199 14th St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (212) 352–
3101], www.galleryplay-
ers.com. 

THEATER, “THE WIZARD 
OF OZ”: Presented by 
the Edward R. Murrow 
Theater group retells the 
classic story of Dorothy 
Gale and the magical land 
of Oz. $10. 8 pm. Joseph 
Anzalone Theater at Ed-
ward R. Murrow HS [1600 
Ave. L and E. 17th Street in 
Midwood, (718) 258–9283 
X3051], www.ermurrowhs.
org. 

THEATER, “RADIO DREAM-
ING”: A musical comedy 
revue with starring special 
needs performers from 
DreamStreet Theatre Com-
pany. $25. 7 pm. Jalopy 
Theatre [315 Columbia St. 
between Hamilton Avenue 
and Woodhull Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 395–3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

OTHER
HOLIDAY FAIR: Free. 9 am– 

7 pm. IS/PS 163 [Benson 
Ave. and 17th Avenue in 
Bensonhurst, (718) 236–
9003]. 

ART, “CHITRA GANESH 
— EYES OF TIME”: A 
site-specifi c installation 
inspired by the Hindu 
goddess Kali, created by 
Brooklyn artist Chitra Ga-
nesh. $16 suggested. 11 
am–6 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

READING, AFTER SCHOOL 
YULE PARTY: Children 
enjoy hot cocoa, the movie 
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer,” and a reading 
of Brendan Deneen’s book 
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer: The Island of 
Misfi t Toys.” RSVP re-
quired. $15. 4 pm. Boule-
vard Books & Cafe [7518 
13th Ave. at Bay Ridge 
Parkway in Dyker Heights, 
(718) 680–5881]. 

SAT, DEC. 13

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, SWEET HONEY IN 

THE ROCK: $30–$40. 8 
pm. Brooklyn Center for 
the Performing Arts at 
Brooklyn College [2900 
Campus Rd., between 
Amersfort Place and Ken-
ilworth Place in Midwood, 
(718) 951–4500], www.
brooklyncenteronline.org

THEATER, “THE SNOW 
QUEEN”: Hans Christian 
Andersen story, as told 
by puppets. $12. 2 pm. 

Kingsborough Commu-
nity College [2001 Oriental 
Blvd. at Oxford Street in 
Manhattan Beach, (718) 
368–5000], www.kbcc.
cuny.edu. 

DANCE, “KINGDOM OF 
SWEETS”: Covenant Ballet 
Theatre of Brooklyn pres-
ents excerpts from “The 
Nutcracker,” performed 
by students, followed by 
lunch and a raffl e. $40. 11 
am–2 pm. The Rotunda at 
Kingsborough Commu-
nity College [2001 Oriental 
Blvd. at Decatur Avenue 
in Manhattan Beach, (718) 
891–6199], www.covenant-
ballet.org. 

DANCE, EXCERPTS FROM 
“THE NUTCRACKER”: 
Performed by children 
in the Cobble HIll Ballet 
Dance. Tickets are avail-
able after Nov. 17. $15 ($10 
children; Free for children 
under 3). 1 pm and 4 pm. 
Kumble Theater at Long 
Island University [DeKalb 
and Flatbush avenues in 
Downtown, (718) 488–
1624], www.brooklyn.liu.
edu/kumbletheater.

SALES AND MARKETS
WINTER CONCERT AND 

MARKET: A daylong cel-
ebration featuring Suzi 
Shelton and Amelia Rob-
inson of Mil’s Trills in the 
new auditorium. $10 ($5 
children; family pricing 
available). 11:30 am. PS 133 
(610 Baltic St. and Fourth 
Avenue in Boerum Hill), 
www.eventbrite.com/e/ps-
133-winter. 

OTHER
THROWBACK!: A celebra-

tion of Brooklyn through 
the decades, featuring 
old street games, fi lm, live 
music, and dance classes, 
followed by a dance party 
with the Freedom Party 
DJs. Free until 8 pm, dance 
party $10–$14. 2 pm–
midnight. BRIC Arts Media 
House [647 Fulton St. at 
Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 683–5621], 
www.bricartsmedia.org. 

RAILROAD & HOBBY: For 
all collectors and railroad 
enthusiasts - all brands of 
model trains and hobby 

kits, jewelry demonstra-
tionsm, and face painting. 
Free. 11 am–4 pm. Car-
mine Carro Community 
Center (3000 Filmore Ave. 
at 33rd Street in Marine 
Park). 

THE BROOKLYN GINGER-
BREAD BASH: Each family 
or individual will receive a 
pre-assembled ginger-
bread house to decorate 
with icing and candy. Cash 
prizes will be awarded to 
the most creative houses. 
$25. Noon–4 pm. Brooklyn 
Plantology [26 Brooklyn 
Terminal Market between 
E. 86th and E. 87th streets 
in Canarsie, (718) 763–
3665], www.brooklynplan-
tology.com. 

GINGERBREAD SHIP WORK-
SHOP: Children decorate a 
gingerbread model of the 
USS Levant, and attend an 
arts and crafts shipbuild-
ing workshop led by an ed-
ucator from the Brooklyn 
Historical Society. $8 for 
kids, free for accompany-
ing adult. 1 pm. Brooklyn 
Navy Yard BLDG 92 [63 
Flushing Ave. at Carlton 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 907–5932], bldg92.
org/events/gingerbread-
ship-workshop. 

READING, BROOKLYN’S 
BEST BAKERS AND 
TREAT MAKERS: Taste 
treats from local bakeries 
including Ovenly, Baked, 
LiddaBit Sweets, One 
Girl Cookies, and Four & 
Twenty Blackbirds, and 
hear readings by food writ-
ers. Free. 3–5 pm. Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

FILM, MOVIE NIGHT AT BAY 
RIDGE JEWISH CENTER: 
Screening of “Charlie 
Chan” detective movies, 
with Chinese food. $4.20. 
6:30 pm. Bay Ridge Jewish 
Center [8025 Fourth Ave-
nue between 80th and 81st 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
836–3103], www.brjc.org. 

COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

FRI, DEC. 12
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. PHILADEL-
PHIA 76ERS: $70–
$4,000. 7:30 pm. 

SUN, DEC. 14
MUSIC, JUSTIN TIM-

BERLAKE: The 20/20 
Experience World Tour. 
$54.50–$200. 8 pm. 

TUE, DEC. 16
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. MIAMI HEAT: 
$20–$4,000. 7:30 pm. 

THURS, DEC. 18
SPORTS, LIU BROOK-

LYN BLACKBIRDS VS. 
FLORIDA INTERNA-
TIONAL UNIVERSITY: 
Basketball tournament. 
$15–$25. 7 pm. 

FRI, DEC. 19
MUSIC, CHRISTMAS IN 

BROOKLYN: featuring 
Run DMC, LL Cool J, 
DJ Z-Trip, and Lecrae. 
$19.99–$225. 7:30 pm. 

SUN, DEC. 21
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. DETROIT 
PISTONS: $22–$3,000. 
6 pm. 

MON, DEC. 22
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

HOOPS HOLIDAY IN-
VITATIONAL: College 
basketball tournament 
featuring Providence, 
Miami, Fordham, and 
Manhattan. $15–$56.50. 
6 pm. 

TUE, DEC. 23
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. DENVER 
NUGGETS: $30–$3,000. 
7:30 pm. 

SAT, DEC. 27
SPORTS, HARLEM GLO-

BETROTTERS: $25.50–
$193.50. 1 pm. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN 
NETS VS. INDIANA 
PACERS: $50–$3,000. 
8 pm. 

SUN, DEC. 28
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

HOOPS WINTER FESTI-
VAL: College basketball 
tournament featur-
ing St. John’s, Tulane, 
LIU-Brooklyn, Hofstra, 
Fairfi eld and Loyola 
Maryland. $15–$56.50. 
Noon. 

MON, DEC. 29
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. SACRA-
MENTO KINGS: $35–
$3,000. 7:30 pm. 

WED, DEC. 31
MUSIC, ELTON JOHN: 

$69.50–$700. 9 pm. 

FRI, JAN. 2
COMEDY, KATT WIL-

LIAMS: $54.50–$180.50. 
8 pm. 

SAT, JAN. 3
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

HOOPS PRESENTS 
IOWA STATE VS. 
SOUTH CAROLINA: 
$15–$25. 6 pm. 

MON, JAN. 5
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. DALLAS 
MAVERICKS: $30–
$3,000. 7:30 pm. 

WED, JAN. 7
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS.BOSTON 
CELTICS: $30–$3,000. 
7:30 pm. 

FRI, JAN. 9
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. PHILADEL-
PHIA 76ERS: $30–
$3,000. 7:30 pm. 

SUN, DEC. 14

PERFORMANCE
DANCE, “THE COLO-

NIAL NUTCRACKER”: 
The Dance Theatre in 
Westchester performs 
Tchaikovsky’s classic ballet 
set in colonial Yorktown 
during the Revolutionary 
War. $15. 2 pm. Brooklyn 
Center for the Perform-
ing Arts at Brooklyn Col-
lege [2900 Campus Rd., 
between Amersfort Place 
and Kenilworth Place in 
Midwood, (718) 951–4500], 
www.brooklyncenteron-
line.org. 

MUSIC, KINGSBOROUGH 
MUSICAL SOCIETY CHO-
RUS: Performing a med-
ley from Jerome Kern’s 
“Show Boat” and other 
holiday songs. Free. 2 pm. 
Kingsborough Commu-
nity College [2001 Oriental 
Blvd. at Oxford Street in 
Manhattan Beach, (718) 
368–5000], www.kbcc.
cuny.edu. 

MUSIC, MUSIC FROM 
GOOD SHEPHERD: Fea-
turing Handel’s “Messiah,” 
with a choir, soloists, and 
orchestra. Part of the 18th 
annual free fall concert 
series. Free. 6 pm. Good 
Shepherd Church [Avenue 
S and Batchelder Street 
in Marine Park, (718) 998–
2800]. 

MUSIC, FRANK SINATRA 
BIRTHDAY CELEBRA-
TION: Celebrate Sinatra’s 
99th birthday with special 
emphasis on the Christ-
mas songs. Free. 6–9 pm. 
Schnitzel Haus [7319 Fifth 
Avenue between 73rd and 
74th streets in Bay Ridge, 
718) 836–5600], www.
schnitzelhausny.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
BOOK FAIR: Large selection 

of children’s titles, photo 
ops, face painting, tea 
party, and make your own 
menorah. Free. 2–5 pm. 
ShoreFront Y [3300 Coney 
Island Ave. in Brighton 
Beach, (718) 646–1444]. 

CHILDREN’S BOOK FAIR: 
Large selection of chil-
dren’s books plus face 
painting, make-your-own-
menorah, and book read-
ings. Free. 2–5 pm. Shore-
front Y [3300 Coney Island 
Ave. at Brighton Court 
in Brighton Beach, (718) 
646–1444], www.shore-
fronty.org. 

OTHER
BRUNCH WITH SANTA: In-

cludes a buffet, photo with 
Santa, cupcake and crafts 
decorating, and a compli-
mentary bloody mary or 
mimosa for adults. RSVP 
by Monday Dec. 8. $22 
adults and kids over 13, 
$20 kids under 13, free for 
kids under 3. 9–11 am and 
noon–2 pm. Aviator Sports 
and Events Center [3159 
Flatbush Ave. in Floyd Ben-
nett Field in Marine Park, 
(718) 758–7500]. 

SPORTS, FREE HOOPS 
CLINIC FOR KIDS: LIU 
Brooklyn women’s basket-
ball players and coaches 
conduct an instructional 
skills-based clinic for boys 
and girls ages 8 to 13. 
Free. 5:30 pm. Steinberg 
Wellness Center [161 Ash-
land Pl. between DeKalb 
Avenue and Willoughby 
St. in Downtown, (718) 

Continued on page 60

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

He’s loving it: Justin Timberlake brings sexy back to Barclays 
Center on Dec. 14. Associated Press / Abdeljalil Bounhar

Craking show: Dance Theater of Westchester brings “The 
Colonial Nutcracker” back to Brooklyn Center for the 
Performaning Arts on Dec. 14. Margarita Corporan
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
AND A VERY 

HAPPY & SAFE 2015 
FROM THE  

SUNSET PARK 5TH AVE. BID

Finish your holiday shopping on 5th Avenue – patronize over 500 local businesses

Holiday Patrols & Music
Feel safe with Sunset Park Security – if you have a 
problem, look for one of our Safety Patrol Offi cers. 
As you shop, enjoy the songs of our local children 
mingled with other holiday tunes.  

Ride the Free Sunset Park 
Trolley For the last time in 2014

1pm to 5pm – starting at 52nd St & 5th Ave 
(in front of McDonald’s)
Saturday, December 20, Sunday, December 21, 
Monday, December 22, Tuesday, December 23
Making all B63 stops along 5th Avenue in Sunset 
Park from 36th to 64th Street and back again
Take the Trolley to the famous Sunset Park Mar-
tense Lane Boulder, at 35th Street & 5th Avenue
Get on, get off as often as you like to begin your 
Holiday Shopping.

Sidewalk Sales
Saturday, December 20, 
Sunday, December 21, 
Monday, December 22, 
Tuesday, December 23

Sunset Park BID
5116a 5th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11220   
Phone: 718-439-7767   
Email: info@sunsetparkbid.org   
Website: sunsetparkbid.org   
Log onto: !Sunset Park Free WiFi

ENJOY 2014 HOLIDAY SEASON IN THE SUNSET PARK BID

Like us on:

WiFi:

St. Luke’s Theatre, 308 W 46th St    

Telecharge.com �  212.239.6200 �  SistasTheMusical.com
Special rates for groups call 212.977.5925

A joyful 
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I AM NOT MY HAIR

“Sweet & Sassy!”  
- NY Times

“A Winner!”  
- NY Beacon

WIESENTHALTHEPLAY.COM 

ACORN THEATRE at THEATRE ROW 410 West 42nd Street

“A MUST-SEE!”
WABC

Telecharge.com or 212-239-6200  

Performances Thru February 22

New York Post

“ ”“ ”

�������	�
�	��

“HEARTFELT & DEEPLY MOVING. 
With humor and a hopeful note, Tom Dugan’s 

90-minute play makes history come alive!”

“POWERFUL 
& INSIGHTFUL! 

These stories are 
heartbreaking 
 and beautiful.”

The New York Times
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Continued on page 58

PRIVATE DINING, 
LOUNGE  

& PARTY ROOM  
Upstairs at Da Nonna Rosa’s

Let us host your next special event 
upstairs in our private dining room 
accomadadting up to 75 people, 
along with our lounge area, you are 
sure to make your next occasion a 
very memorable one.

Our menu features family recipes 
that have been passed down from 
generations and we now bring 
them to you for your entire family 
to enjoy. From appetizers to the 
desserts and everything in between 
you are sure to find choices that will 
entice and delight.

From a small private birthday party 
to an elaborate feast, let us take 
the stress out of hosting your next 
affair!

BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY 
PARTY WITH US

WE LOVE TO CATER! 
On or Off Premises

CUCINA ITALIANA
140 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11215

Tel: (718) 788-6225 Fax: (718) 788-6220  
danonnarosaparkslope.com

VISIT US ON:

By Noah Hurowitz
They’re taking the first four letters out 

of “cocktail.”
A cocktail-making competition is com-

ing to the Music Hall of Williamsburg on 
Dec. 14, but don’t expect to see the con-
testants in waistcoats and suspenders. The 
event, dubbed “Speed Rack,” is a mixology 
mix-off just for women. 

One of the organizers said she first got 
the idea for the competition when she found 
herself frustrated by the lack of opportuni-
ties for women at craft cocktail bars.

“There was no room for a woman in 
that scene then,” said Ivy Mix, who started 
Speed Rack with fellow bartender Lynnette 
Marrero in 2010.

Speed Rack — which is named for the 
area bartenders keep their most-used bottles 
of liquor, as well as a double entendre for the 
upper-body motion caused by a woman using 
a cocktail shaker — pits 20 liquor-slinging 
ladies against each other. The competition 
is set up like a sports tournament, with pairs 
going head-to-head and advancing along a 
bracket from quarterfinals to semifinals to 
the final round. 

In each round the women must make four 
different drinks with the clock running. But 
while speed is of the essence, it is far from 
the most important factor, Mix said.

“Just because I finish more quickly 
doesn’t mean I win,” she said. “If I sacrifice 
taste and quality for speed, I could lose.”

The winner of this local contest will 
move on to the national competition, which 
will be held in New York next summer. 
Some of the proceeds of the event on Dec. 
14 will go to breast cancer research groups 
chosen by the event organizers.

Many cocktail competitions require their 
contestants to bring a recipe for a signature 
cocktail, but at Speed Rack, the classic cock-
tail is queen. In quarterfinals and semifinals, 
the contestants stick to the script, serving up 
the drinks that any mixologist worth her salt 
should know by heart. But as they advance, 

Shake it off!
An all-women cocktail contest in W’burg

In the mix: Bartenders Ivy Mix (left) and Lynnette 
Marrero are the brains behind Speed Rack.
 Leo Borovsky

Continued on page 60
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Call for 
Details

2003 Emmons Ave. 

718.332.6064

Open Christmas Eve & 
Christmas Day

Join Us New Years Eve
Open New Years Day 

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH
Karaoke Mon.& Wed. 8pm

 LIVE MUSIC
  Thurs. – Sun.

  Frankie Marra Band
presents

7717 3rd Ave., Bay Ridge  GreenhouseCafe.com  Valet Parking

718 -989 - 8952

 

 
     

 

 

Christmas Eve Dinner
$38+ Tax & Gratuity

Choice of Appetizer
Caesar Salad
Dinner Salad 

Fried Calamari 
Seafood Salad 

Lasagna Bolognese 
Soup du Jour 

Choice of Entrée
 Shrimp Scampi, Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic & Butter 

Roast Loin of Pork with Baconkraut and Dark Ale Gravy
Chicken Cutlet Parmigiana 

Boneless Breast of Chicken Francaise
Seafood Fra Diavlo Over Angel Hair Pasta (Mild or Spicy)

Penne Vodka with Grilled Chicken
Cold Water Salmon with Citrus Chive Sauce

Filet Mignon 10 oz. Cut  ($12 Extra)
Twin 5 oz. Lobster Tails ($12 Extra)

Surf & Turf – 5 oz. Filet, 5 oz. Tail ($12 Extra)
All Entrees Served With Potato or Rice and Vegetable Garni 

Choice of Dessert
Ice Cream or Sherbet 

Chocolate Mousse 
Tiramisu 

Cheesecake 
Fresh Fruit Plate 

Apple Strudel 

COFFEE  TEA

KIDS MENU
Fresh Fruit

Chicken Parmigiana or Chicken Nuggets 
with French Fries

Ice Cream Or Chocolate Mousse

$1695 
Per Child

+Tax & Gratuity 

New Years Eve Celebration
Choice of Appetizer

Lasagna Bolognese  Stuffed Mushrooms  Soup Du Jour 
Fried Calamari   Grand House Salad  Caesar Salad

Choice of Entrée
Roast Pork Loin

Served with Baconkraut Dark Ale Gravy
Chicken Francaise

Egg Battered Sautéed with White Wine Lemon Butter Sauce
Filet Mignon 10 oz. Cut

Server with  Béarnaise and Bordelaise Sauce
Broiled Salmon

With Champagne Dill Sauce
Twin 5 oz. Lobster Tails

Two Tails Served with Drawn Butter
Surf & Turf

5 oz. Filet - 5 oz. Tail 
Served with Drawn Butter and Béarnaise Sauce

Shrimp Scampi
Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic & Butter

All Entrees Served with Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetables

Choice of Desserts
Chocolate Mousse  Assorted Ice Cream  Cheesecake 

Tiramisu  Brownie Overload  Apple Strudel 

COFFEE  TEA  DECAF

MIDNIGHT PARTY
OPEN BAR

DJ & Dancing, 
Hats, Noisemakers,
Champagne Toast 

$85.00 p.p.+ tax & tip

NEW YEARS EVE
Early Seatings

Starting at
$38.00 p.p.+ tax & tip

Call For Reservations

NEW YEARS DAY
Brunch, 12pm - 3pm
Dinner, 3pm - 8pm

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20 10pm
Bring an unwrapped toy GET A FREE DRINK

                         SEASON’S               EATINGS             
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NEVERMORESHOW.COM  
 TELECHARGE.COM OR 212.239.6200   
NEW WORLD STAGES  ·  340 W 50TH ST     
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“STARTLING, BEAUTIFUL 
& HAUNTING!”  

- TheaterMania

PERFORMANCES BEGIN 
JANUARY 14  

the women are instructed to take note of 
their judges’ preferences, and the final two 
contenders have an extra challenge — to 
make two custom cocktails based on the 
instructions and observed tastes of two of 
the judges.

For anyone doubting the entertainment 
value of watching a bartender mix drinks 
on stage, Speed Rack’s organizers promised 
there is never a dull moment. The women are 
there to win, and tensions and emotions run 
high, they said.

“When we went into this we didn’t real-
ize what a spectator sport we were creat-

ing,” said Marrero. “I feel kind of bad that 
I created something people can get so upset 
about.”

At its heart, Speed Rack is a competition, 
but its organizers said everyone is a winner 
when female bartenders are given more 
recognition.

“I’m not sure if Speed Rack caused this, 
but now all the best bars have women work-
ing behind the bars,” Mix said. “The point 
isn’t who wins but what we’re doing collec-
tively as women. We’re saying ‘we’re here, 
and you should hire us.’ ”

Speed Rack at the Music Hall of 
Williamsburg [66 N. Sixth St. between Kent 
and Whythe avenues in Williamsburg, (718) 
486–5400, www.musichallofwilliamsburg.
com]. Dec. 14 at 3 pm, $25 ($20 in advance).

Continued from page 58 

COCKTAIL

488–1018], www.liuathlet-
ics.com. 

MON, DEC. 15

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “HOT FEET”: The 

Paper Bag Players blend 
paper and cardboard 
costumes and sets with 
sing-along songs and sto-
ries. $10. 10 am and noon. 
Kumble Theater at Long 
Island University [DeKalb 
and Flatbush avenues in 
Downtown, (718) 488–
1624], www.brooklyn.liu.
edu/kumbletheater.

OTHER
READING, “HONEYKY HA-

NUKAH”: Special story 
event featuring the book 
by Woody Guthrie with 
accompanying CD. Free. 
4 pm. Barnes and Noble 
[267 Seventh Ave. at Sixth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
832–9066], www.barne-
sandnoble.com. 

COMEDY, THE MEHRAN 
SHOW: Presented by Meh-
ran Khaghani, featuring 
Janeane Garofalo, Eugene 
Mirman, Jen Kirkman, Gary 
Gulman, and more. $10 
($8 advance). 9 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

TUES, DEC. 16

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, COMPUTER MUSIC 

SHOWCASE: Brooklyn 
College Conservatory of 
Music’s advanced electroa-
coustic music class per-
forms new original works. 
Free. 7 pm. Brooklyn 
College, Studio 312 [2900 
Bedford Ave. at Campus 
Road in Flatbush, (718) 
951–5792], www.bcmusic.
org. 

MUSIC, HOW TO DRESS 
WELL, HEEMS DJ (DAS 
RACIST): $22. 7 pm. Glass-
lands (289 Kent Ave. at S. 
Second Street in Williams-
burg), www.glasslands.
com. 

OTHER

READING, STORY TIME: 
Children hear a story then 
do a craft project. $5. 
call for time. Boulevard 
Books & Cafe [7518 13th 
Ave. at Bay Ridge Parkway 
in Dyker Heights, (718) 
680–5881].  

READING, JENNY WIL-
LIAMS: Launching her 
book “What My Daughter 
Wore,” an original collec-
tion of drawings catalog-
ing the sartorial wardrobe 
choices of young girls. 
Free. 7–9 pm. Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

COMEDY, DAN ST. GER-
MAIN’S CHRISTMAS 
SPOOKTACULAR: With 
comedians Brooks Whee-
lan, Jared Logan, Kevin 
Barnett, and more cel-
ebrate the holidays in this 
stand-up event. $10. 7:30 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

WED, DEC. 17

OTHER
ART, KNIT AND CROCHET 

GROUP: Learn how to 
crochet and knit with in-
structors or simply spend 
time with fellow makers. 
. Free. 1–3 pm. Brooklyn 
Farmacy & Soda Fountain 
[513 Henry St. at Sackett 
Street in Carroll Gardens, 
(718) 522–6260], www.
brooklynfarmacyandsoda-
fountain.com. 

THE BIG QUIZ THING — 
2014 FLASHBACK TRIVIA-
O-RAMA: Six rounds of 
live quiz action. $10 ($8 
advance). 7 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

THURS, DEC. 18

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, DELICATE STEVE, 

CELESTIAL SHORE: $12. 7 
pm. Glasslands (289 Kent 
Ave. at S. Second Street in 
Williamsburg), www.glass-

Continued from page 56 

lands.com. 

OTHER
READING, KEN SIEGLE-

MAN’S POETRY OUT-
REACH: Anthony Vigorito 
hosts a night of poetry 
featuring guest poets 
each week. For teens and 
adults. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Barnes and Noble [267 
Seventh Ave. at Sixth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
832–9066], www.barne-
sandnoble.com. 

FRI, DEC. 19

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, HOLIDAY CON-

CERT: Featuring over 300 
students from Edward R. 
Murrow High School. $8 
($6 advance) Free for Ju-
nior High students with ID. 
7 pm. Edward R. Murrow 
HS [1600 Ave. L and E. 17th 
Street in Midwood, (718) 
258–9283 X3051], www.
ermurrowhs.org. 

MUSIC, JULIA WELDON, 
KINGS, SMALL TALK, 
KAREN AND THE SOR-
ROWS: Part of the Big Gay 
Country Holiday! show. $10 
($8 in advance). 7:30 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.

OTHER
READING, ROOTS POETRY 

SERIES: Featruing poets 
Bianca Stone, Kate Pen-
doley, Michael Carlson, 
and Ari Cameron. Free. 8 
pm. Roots Cafe [639A Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (615) 
419–7877], www.facebook.
com/rootsbrooklyn. 

SAT, DEC. 20

PERFORMANCE 
MUSIC, JEWMONGOUS: 

Unkosher Comedy Songs: 
Created by Sean Altman, 
founder of Rockapella. 
Free. 9 pm. BAM Cafe (30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org/programs/
bamcafe-live. 

OTHER
SUNSET PARK TROLLEY 

SIDEWALK SALES & 
TROLLEY: Catch the old 
Sunset Park trolley on the 
B63 bus line. Free. 1–5 pm. 
[53rd St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Sunset Park, (718) 439–
7767], www.sunsetpark-
bid.org. 
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TURKISH RESTAURANT 

Bet. Ave. Z & Sheepshead Bay Rd.

FREE DELIVERY 
11 AM–11 PM

$15 Mimimum depending on location

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
11 AM–MIDNIGHT

Special Occasions

DONE ON PREMISES

SALADS
Sheepshead Salad ....sm. 6.50 ...... lg. 9.50
Garden Salad ...........sm. 6.50 ...... lg. 9.50
Feta Cheese .............EXTRA 1.75 ........2.50
Octopus Salad.................................13.50

SOUPS
Lentil Soup ........................................5.00
Chicken Soup ....................................5.00
Spicy Chicken (Hot) ...........................5.00
Cacik-Chilled Yogurt (Served Cold) .....5.00
Soup of the Day.......................................

Humus .............................................5.50
Eggplant Salad .................................. 5.75
Piyaz (White Beans) ..........................5.50
Baba Ghanoush ................................ 5.75
Spicy Ezme (Hot) ..............................5.50
Tabule ..............................................5.50
Mixed Eggplant ................................. 5.75
Russian Salad ...................................5.50
Stuffed Grape Leaves .........................5.50
Haydari (Lebne) ................................ 5.75
Beet Salad ........................................5.50
Pan Fried Eggplant (Served Cold) .......5.50
Mixed Appetizers .............................14.00

Manti (Turkish Dumplings) ............... 11.25
Fried Calamari ...................................9.25
Calf’s Liver ........................................8.25
Cheese Roll .......................................6.75
Spinach Borek ...................................6.50
Falafel Appetizers ..............................6.50

 

Lamb Gyro .........6.25 .......7.00 ..........7.25
Chicken Gyro .....6.25 .......7.00 ..........7.25
Grill Chicken.......6.25 .......7.00 ..........7.25
Shish Kebab ......6.75 ....... 7.25 ..........7.50
Chicken Kebab ...6.50 ...... 7.25 ..........7.50
Adana Kebab .....6.50 ...... 7.25 ..........7.50
Chicken Adana ...6.50 ...... 7.25 ..........7.50
Falafel ...............5.25 .......6.00 ........ 6.50

MEAT ENTREES
Lamb Gyro ...............sm. 10.00 ...lg. 12.75
Adana Kebab ...........sm. 10.00 ...lg. 13.75
Shish Kebab ............sm. 10.75 ... lg. 15.25
Iskender ......................................... 14.75
Mixed Grill ......................................24.00
Lamb Chops ...................................25.00

Happy Holidays and Happy Eating

Catering 
Menu

FOR 5 PEOPLE: $85
1 Large Shepherd
1 Humus 1 Eggplant
1 Cheese Roll
1 Liver
1.5 Lg. Shish Kebab
1.5 Lg. Adana Kebab

1.5 Lg. Chicken Kebab
2 Lt. Coke

FOR 10 PEOPLE: $155
2 Large Shepherd
1 Mix Eggplant
1 Humus
1 Beet Salad
1 Eggplant
2 Cheese Rolls

FOR 15 PEOPLE: $225
3 Large Shepherd
1 Hummus
1 Eggplant Salad
1 Russian Salad
1 Beet Salad

Chicken Gyro ...........sm. 10.00 ...lg. 12.75
Grilled Chicken .........sm. 10.00 .. lg. 13.50
Chicken Adana .........sm. 10.00 ...lg. 13.75
Chicken Kebab .........sm. 10.00 ...lg. 13.75
Chicken Chops ................................ 14.75

DESSERT
Baklava, Kadayif, Sheker Pare 
by the pound ...................................11.00
Pistachio Roll by the pound ..............12.50
Baklava ........................................... 3.50
Sheker Pare ..................................... 3.50
Kadayif ............................................ 3.50
Pistachio Roll ................................... 3.50
Rice Pudding ................................... 4.50
Brown Top Pudding .......................... 4.50
Tiramisu .......................................... 4.50
Chocolate Mousse Cake .................... 4.50
Chocolate Cheese Cake ..................... 4.50
Strawberry Cheese Cake ................... 4.50

15 ps. Cheese Rolls
15 ps. Falafel Balls
15 ps. Stuffed Grape Leaves
2 Lg. Shish Kebab
2 Lg. Chicken Kebab

2 Lg. Adana Kebab
2 Lg. Gyro
2 Lg. Grilled Chicken
2 Lg. Chicken Adana
3 x 2 Lt. Coke

2 Livers
2 Lg. Lamb Gyro
2 Lg. Adana
2 Lg. Chicken Kebab
2 Lg. Shish Kebab
2 x 2 Lt. Coke TURKISH RESTAURANT

                         SEASON’S               EATINGS             

 

 

Appetizers 

Salad 
 

Entrées  
(CHOICE OF THE FOLLOWING) 

 
 

(Entées served with Potato and Vegetable) 

Coffee & Dessert 

Party in the New Year 

 
 
 

Offering two options 
(PRICE PER PERSON) 

 
 

 

Kennedy’s
Breezy Point

New Loft Space accommodates 50 guests

Live Jazz Dinner music every Friday & Saturday 6–9pm

Visit us on the web at 

kennedysbreezypoint.com

For more information and reservations call 

718-945-0202

RE-OPENS AFTER HURRICANE SANDY

DINNER SERVED 
Tuesday–Thursday 5–10pm  Friday and Saturday 5–11pm

Sunday 4–9pm  CLOSED MONDAY

RESERVE NOW FOR 
HOLIDAY PARTIES!

Open Christmas Eve & New Years Eve 
Closed Christmas Day

Now accepting reservations

Starting Tuesday Dec 16 

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS: 

718-945-0202

LUNCH MENU RESUMING
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By Max Jaeger

Holy cow — we think we’ve got 
one here!

If you’re all undone over not 
seeing Weezer in the band’s heyday, 
you’ll have another shot at the good life 
when tributeers the Sweater Songs rock 
Brooklyn Bowl on Dec. 17. 

The band started out as a one-off nov-
elty show in 2012, cobbled together by 
Brooklyn musicians who all play in other 
nationally touring bands. But the recep-
tion to the gig was so huge, they have kept 
the shtick going, explained to one band 
member.

“We started selling out at our second 
show,” said guitarist and Greenpointer 
Oscar Rodriguez. “We were totally 
shocked by that.”

The act has struck a nostalgic chord 
with fans in their late-20s and early-30s, 
Rodriguez said. For many, it has been a 
year or two since they were out on the 
floor, shaking booty, making sweet love 
all the night to Weezer’s wildly popular 
breakout album “Weezer” — also known 

as the “Blue Album.”
“If you’re talking about people in the 

age range over 25, I think everyone kind of 
grew up with this band, and people really 
get amped up about these shows — almost 
to our detriment,” he said. “At our first 
show at Brooklyn Bowl, during ‘Only in 
Dreams,’ this one guy was so drunk and 
amped up, he grabbed a fire extinguisher 
off the wall and he just started spraying it 
everywhere. It was remarkable to me that 
someone would get that excited seeing a 
tribute band.”

The band has dabbled in post-’90s 
Weezer tunes, but it mainly plays the two 
albums roundly known as the band’s best, 
said Rodriguez.

“I think we played “Hash Pipe” [from 
a 2001 Weezer release] at one point,” he 
said. “But for us, it’s the Blue Album and 
‘Pinkerton’ that everyone holds near and 
dear, and we just get such a kick out of 
playing them.” 

Bespectacled and be-cardiganed on 
stage, the musicians look like they just 
walked out of central casting. Even their 

audiences look just like Buddy Holly — 
the group passes out thick-rimmed plastic 
glasses (a nod to Weezer frontman Rivers 
Cuomo’s signature specs) to everyone who 
comes to its shows. But although there 
might be one or two posters of Kiss 
among the five musicians, there aren’t any 
12-sided dice in their arsenal, Rodriguez 
said.

“We’re all music nerds in terms of 

music trivia and knowing who played on 
what records and who played what song,” 
he said. “Otherwise we’re all pretty normal 
dudes. Like, I don’t think anyone is going 
home and playing World of Warcraft.”

The Sweater Songs play Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Williamsburg, (718) 
963–3369, www.brooklynbowl.com]. Dec. 
17 at 6 pm. $8–$10.

CUOMO AND 
GET IT!

Weezer tribute band finds unexpected fame

Weez along if you know it: Weezer cover band the Sweater Songs plays a rollicking set of classics from 
the group’s first two albums. J. Ryan Roberts

Spot a stroke F.A.S.T. 
Know the sudden signs. 

Body language 
can tell you all 
sorts of things. 
Like someone is 
having a stroke.  

strokeassociation.org
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8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228  718–331–2900  www.siricos.net

CATERERS

New Years Eve Gala

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

 Cocktail Hour  Choice of Pasta
 Filet Mignon Dinner

 Unlimited Liquor
 Champagne Toast, 

   Hats, Noisemakers
 DJ Entertainment

Take a break from the kitchen this holiday season... 
Come to us or we will come to you!

CHRISTMAS EVE DINNER  
$40pp - kids $20pp

APPETIZER: (Choose One) 
Cold Antipasto, Calamari Fritti, Mozzarella di Casa,  

Caprino Salad, Crab Cake, Seafood Salad or Fried Shrimp
ENTRÉE: (Choose One) 

Orecchiette with Broccoli Rabe & Sausage,  
Spaghetti White Clam Sauce, Linguine Rio Mare, Salmon Filet,  

Shrimp Oreganata, Chicken Vesuvio or Veal Marsala
DESSERT: (Choose One) 

Panna Cotta, Tiramisu or Cannoli

NEW YEAR’S EVE MIDNIGHT CELEBRATION 
$75pp - kids $40pp

Wine, dine & dance into 2015, Wednesday December 31st from 8:30pm 
-1:30am. Price includes pre fixe menu, open bar, live DJ  

and non stop dancing, champagne toast & party favors at midnight!

APPETIZER: Cold Antipasto
PASTA: Risotto Porcini & Orecchiette Lamb Ragu

ENTRÉE: (Choose One)  
Lobster tail Oreganata, Salmone, Chicken Rollatine,  

Shell Steak or Veal Marsala
FAMILY STYLE:  Panettone

DESSERT:  Homemade Tiramisu

 CATERING & AL LA CARTE MENU AVAILABLE 
7�05 �RD AVE B�LYN� NY ��20� � 7��	 745	0222 �  WWW	VESUVIOBAYRIDGE	COM

                         SEASON’S               EATINGS             
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BOROUGH WIDE

Put your hands together for the stars 
and heroes of Citymeals-on-Wheels. 
Dwayne Pierre (right) of Flatbush 
and Bushwick 
resident Ray 

Vasquez (left) 
were presented 
the organiza-
tion’s 2014 Star 
Awards for out-
standing ser-
vice and for go-
ing above and 
beyond the call 
of duty to help 
neighbors in need. The honorees were 
nominated for the distinction by their 
colleagues and administrators.

Standing O pals Dwayne and Ray 
are “true life savers,” according to 
Beth Shapiro, executive director of 
Citymeals-on-Wheels. “I would like to 
thank Dwayne and Ray for their dedi-
cation, compassion, and hard work in 
ensuring New York’s most vulnerable 
residents are safe and sound behind 
their closed doors,” she said.

Standing O hero Dwayne deliv-
ers life-saving meals with the Senior 
League of Flatbush. He came to the 
rescue of a 96-year-old client who had 
fallen inside his locked apartment. 

Dwayne was at the door about to de-
liver a meal when he heard a thud and 
realized the homeowner was on the 
fl oor. His quick-thinking call to 911 
saved the day.

Our champ 
Ray works for 
the Ridgewood 
Bushwick Se-
nior Citizen’s 
Council and 
faithfully deliv-
ers meals every 
Thanksgiving 
and Christmas 
to frail seniors 
who would oth-

erwise be alone. In one of the city’s 
worst blackouts Ray helped cook, pack, 
and deliver meals, climbing stairs in 
complete darkness to make the deliver-
ies. Recently one of his regulars did not 
answer the door when he came with a 
meal. Although he could hear the wom-
an’s dog barking inside the apartment, 
he couldn’t hear the senior. He knew 
that she would never leave her dog 
alone, and instantly knew something 
was terribly amiss. He called the para-
medics and they found her lying in her 
bed unable to move. The woman was 
taken to the hospital, and has since re-
turned home and is recuperating.

Citymeals-on-Wheels [355 Lexing-

ton Ave. in Manhattan; (212) 687–1234].

FLATBUSH

Green-thumbed ‘Friends’
The Friends of Wingate Park, 

led by Vivia Morgan, is truly a pal 
to our green spaces. The organization 
received the Golden Trowel Award at 
the It’s My Park Awards reception 
hosted by Partnerships for Parks at 
the Museum of the City of New York. 
The accolade honored individuals who 
have demonstrated exceptional leader-
ship and commitment to local parks — 
and we have more than 177 of those to 
talk about. 

The Golden Trowel is presented 
to volunteers who have transformed 
these outdoor treasures into dynamic 
community assets, and Friends of Win-
gate Park was at the top of the list. The 
organization regularly hosts activi-
ties, including concerts and holiday-
themed events. This past year, Friends 
partnered with B.M.S. Family Health 
Center on the “Parents 2 Children” fo-
rum, and offered program support and 
resources to parents who have lost a 
child to violence. 

Awards and a Standing O — that’s 
some season for our Friends. 

The Friends of Wingate Park; www.
friendsofwingatepark@gmailcom.

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

CONEY ISLAND

Take the plunge
Take the chill off New Year’s Day 

with a heartwarming swim in the 
frosty Atlantic to raise money for 
a worthy cause! The ninth Polar 

Dip benefi ts Camp Sunshine. Po-

lar Bears are rarin’ to jump to boost 
the one-of-a-kind national retreat in 
Maine for children with life-threaten-
ing illnesses and their families. 

Jump in on Jan. 1 2015 at 1 pm (reg-
istration begins at 10 am). Early regis-
trants with a minimum $20 donation 
will receive express entry into the 
early plunge wave. People who raise 
more than 100 buckeroos will receive 
a long-sleeve “Freezin’ for a Reason-I 
Did It” T-shirt.

Standing O says, “What are you 
waiting for? Get a move on — Jan. 1 
will be here before you know it.” 

Coney Island Polar Dip (Riegelmann 
Boardwalk at W. 12th Street in Coney 
Island;  www.freezinforareason.com).

CONEY ISLAND

The award goes to
Drum roll, please, for Math-

ylde Frontus, founder and exec-
utive director of Urban Neigh-

borhood Services, and proud 
recipient of USA Network’s 
prestigious “Characters United 
Award” for her efforts in combat-
ing hate and discrimination in 
Coney Island and across Brook-
lyn.

Our pal Mathylde, who re-
ceived $5,000 to support her proj-
ect — a lot of gelt! — was one of 
10 honorees lauded at a swing-
ing soiree at Gargiulo’s Res-

taurant. Our borough daughter 
established her group in 2004, af-
ter realizing that many of the is-
sues in her community, including 
underdevelopment, health dis-
parities, incarceration, and pov-
erty, were all related. Since then 
she has helped more than 10,000 
Brooklynites each year meet 
their goals, while having a tre-
mendous impact on the People’s 
Playground. Now that deserves a 
Standing O, for sure. 

Standing O says, “Congratula-
tions and thank you, Mathylde.”

Urban Neighborhood Services, 
Inc.  [1718 Mermaid Ave. at W. 
17th Street in Coney Island (347) 
374–2455].

Heroes rescue borough seniors

FLATLANDS

Hip, hip, hooray for Ciedah Hos-

ten. The eighth grader at Mary 

Queen of Heaven School with a 
passion for writing won the 2014 
Brooklyn-Queens Diocesan con-
test with her Pulitzer-worthy essay 
about “My Favorite Christmas Mo-
ment.” 

The competition was open to all 
Brooklyn and Queens students at-
tending Catholic elementary schools. 
Our young scribe snagged fi rst place 

out of 675 students and was treated to 
a special visit by Rockettes Stacey 

and Logan. Ciedah and her class-
mates also received tickets to see the 
Christmas Spectacular show at Ra-
dio City Music Hall. 

The win comes as no surprise to 
her former Language Arts teacher 
and very special Standing O pal 
Joan Sieja. 

“Ciedah is a very dedicated young 
lady, with her eye fi rmly on the prize 
and a very fi rm plan for her future,” 
she told Standing O. 

Eileen Griffo, coordinator at 
the school, added her sentiments as 
well.

“We are very proud of her accom-
plishment,” she said. 

Standing O is pretty proud of Cie-
dah, too, and offers her congratula-
tions on her win and hopes this is 
just the fi rst of  many more special 
Christmas moments in this aspiring 
writer’s future. 

Mary Queen of Heaven School 
[1326 E. 57th St. between Avenues M 
and N in Flatlands, (718) 763–2360].

Essay-winning student kicks it up with Rockettes

KICK UP THOSE HEELS: From left, Rockette Stacey, Mary Queen of Heaven School teacher Joan Sieja, eighth-grader Ciedah Hosten, 
her proud papa, and Rockette Logan celebrate the student’s “My Favorite Christmas Moment” winning essay.
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• ‘It’s championship or 
bust with us.’

• ‘We are looking to 
take the 
championship.’

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
The Bishop Loughlin girls’ 
basketball team is well aware 
of the buzz generated by its 
young but extremely talented 
squad, and is embracing the 
high expectations as a source 
of motivation.

“We are trying to live up to 
the hype and show everybody 
what we can do,” said soph-
omore Milicia Reid.  

Loughlin is off to a 
good start after a convinc-
ing 66–37 victory over Car-
dinal Spellman in a Catholic 
girls’ basketball crossover 
game last Sunday at Christ 
the King. Murry Bergtraum 
transfer Reid led the way with 
16 points and seven assists. 
The sophomore is being asked 
to be a leader.

Freshman big Zaria 
Dursey had 13 points and Ly-
nette Taitt and Ahyana Green 
chipped in eight points each 
for the Lions. The victory has 
the Lions off to a 3–0 start, but 
coach Chez Williams knows 
this team is still getting its 
feet wet when it comes to play-
ing against top competition.

“We are not as crisp as I 
want us to be, but it’s coming,” 
Williams said. “The more 
games we play the crisper we 
will get.”  

Loughlin is a team that 
preaches creating turnovers 
off its defensive pressure. The 
Lions fl ustered Spellman in 
the fi rst half, but could not 
convert the turnovers into 
points. The Pilots (3–1) cut the 
advantage to just 29–22 at the 
half after a basket by Nicole 
Hill at the second-quarter 
buzzer. 

Things changed after the 
break as Reid came alive of-
fensively. Loughlin rattled 
off an 18–3 run to grab a 49–

29 advantage with 15 seconds 
to play in the third quarter. It 
was more the way Loughlin 
envisioned things being when 
it gets going. Spellman didn’t 
have a single player score in 
double fi gures. Jade Vega and 
Niajah Morgan led the pack 
with eight points each.

“We realized we had to sep-
arate ourselves,” Reid said. 
“We are AA, they are an A 
team. We have to show them 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
An NCAA tournament vic-
tory has again eluded the 
Long Island University wom-
en’s volleyball team.

The Blackbirds won a 
third-straight Northeast 
Conference title and ninth in 
the 11 years before dropping a 
hard fought 25–23, 25–19, 25–
18 match to host UCLA in the 
opening round of the NCAA 
Tournament on Dec. 6. 

It is the second time in 
three years Long Island Uni-
versity has fallen to the Bru-
ins in the fi rst game. Tamara 
Ignjic and Annika Foit com-
bined for 19 kills and 15 digs 
and Veraa Djuric chipped in 
24 assists for the Blackbirds. 

Long Island University 
went toe-to-toe with No. 
12-seeded UCLA in the fi rst 
set. The Blackbirds trailed 
just 23–22 after a kill from Ig-
njic, a kill from Nicole Okeke 
and a block from Djuric and 
Okeke. A UCLA attack that 
went long cut the margin to 
just one. The Bruins, follow-
ing a time out, scored the 
next two points to close out 
the set. 

UCLA took the second set, 
but the Blackbirds put one 
fi nal scare into the favored 
Pac-12 team in the third. 
Long Island University led 
15–11 thanks to key service 
aces from Mirjana Rajic and 
Adriana Viñas Joy. The ad-
vantage was short lived as 
the Bruins retook control of 
the set by scoring nine points 
straight. 

The defeat ends a season 
that again saw the Black-
birds dominate the North-
east Conference. LIU went 
undefeated in league play 
and earned the program’s 
fi rst win over a nationally 
ranked opponent when the 
Blackbirds took down then-
No. 25 Michigan State on 
Sept. 19. 

The Blackbirds went 25–7 
overall and beat Robert Mor-
ris in straight sets, 25–20, 25–
16, 25–15, to claim the confer-
ence title behind Djuric, the 
tournament’s most valuable 
player. Long Island Univer-
sity loses just four players 
from this squad and it looks 
to continue its success next 
season. 

— Thomas Jefferson’s Davere Creighton on his 
team’s ambitions this season

Loughlin freshman Zaria Dursey on 
the quality of her team this year  

Continued on page 68

OUT: Annika Foit and Long Island University women’s volleyball team 
fell to UCLA in the opening round of the NCAA Tournament. 
 Long Island University Athletics

HEAR US ROAR: (Above) Milicia 
Reid of Loughlin dribbles the ball 
and looks for a teammate to pass 
to. (Right) Zaria Dorsey shoots the 
ball and scores for Loughlin when 
it faced off against Cardinal Spell-
man. Photos by Gina Palermo

LIU volleyball 
falls in NCAA 

tourney opener

Lions off to 
roaring start
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Rawle Alkins is comfort-
able being the new face 
of New York City boys’ 

basketball, and up to the 
challenge as well.

The Canarsie native and 
Christ the King junior guard 
has claimed the mantle of 
the city’s most sought-after 
recruit with Isaiah White-
head now at Seton Hall. The 
6-foot-5 Alkins had a huge 
summer, gaining scholar-
ship offers from Louisville, 
Indiana, Providence, North 
Carolina State, Miami, and 
Kansas, and has more than 
a dozen overall. 

Royals coach Joe Ar-
bitello could see a new de-
meanor in Alkins when he 
returned to Middle Village.

“He’s been on a different 
level,” he said. “He’s been 
playing great. He is lead-
ing our guys. He is playing 
hard, shooting it well. He’s 
ready.”

Alkins, a top-30 recruit 
nationally, proved that as 
he led Christ the King to an 
87–56 victory over St. Rita 
(Ill.) at the Chicago Elite 
Classic last Saturday. He 
tallied 28 points, seven as-
sists, six rebounds and fi ve 
steals. Alkins did so while 
playing against University 
of Kentucky recruit Charles 
Matthews, the No. 11-ranked 
prospect in his class. Mat-
thews had 16 points. Alkins’ 
highlight reel from the night 
includes dunks over defend-
ers, three-pointers, steals 
and getting the Royals going 
in transition. 

It was exactly the type of 
role Alkins said he would 
take on in the preseason 
— and the way you’d want 
New York City basketball 
represented when teams go 
out of state This is his team 
now with the graduation of 
seniors Adonis De La Rosa, 
Andre Walker, and Tra-
vis Atson transferring to 
South Kent. His teammates 
have embraced him as their 
leader.

“They are all expect-
ing that Rawle is the best 
player,” Arbitello said. “No-
body is trying to be Rawle 
Alkins. They know he is the 
best player. Everyone else is 

fi nding their time to play.” 
Alkins was groomed 

for this. He was brought up 
late as a freshmen and made 
an impact in limited min-
utes and particularly fl our-
ished late last season to lead 
Christ the King to its second-
straight Catholic and state 
Federation Class AA titles. 
His time is now as the Roy-
als look for a historic three-
peat of Federation crowns. 

“It’s just the beginning,” 
Alkins said. “If we keep pro-
gressing like we are now I 
don’t think anyone can keep 
up with us.”

His confi dence is what 
sets him apart. He expects 
to win and expects to dom-
inate, and usually makes 
both happen. When he was 
younger, sometimes that 
confi dence manifested in 
bold predications of guar-
anteed victories, including 
in last year’s city title game 
against Bishop Loughlin. 

So far this year, with 
the Royals lacking experi-
enced size, it is Alkins vol-
unteering to defend players 
who are fi ve or six inches 
taller than him. It’s all part 
of his maturity and devel-
opment into the player and 
person you thought he could 
be when he came onto the 
scene as a sophomore. Any-
time Alkins is on the court 
now he’s the leader, the face 
of the Christ the King pro-
gram and of New York City 
basketball. The mantle is in 
good hands. 

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK
Thomas Jefferson wanted a 
fast start to the new season af-
ter losing in its second-straight 
city title game last year.  Con-
sider the New York City hoops 
community on notice in the 
early goings. 

“The team was anxious to 
get back,” said Orange Wave 
coach Bud Pollard. “I think we 
felt like Miami after losing last 
year to the Spurs. These guys 
are locked in and focused. 
They are working hard. I can’t 
ask for much more as a coach 
from these guys.”

Jefferson has won its fi rst 
fi ve games, including an 89–52 
victory over visiting Brook-
lyn Collegiate in Public School 
Athletic League Brooklyn 
AA boys’ basketball last Sun-
day afternoon. Junior guard 
Shamorie Ponds led the way 
with 25 points. He likes the 
way the team is playing in the 
early portion of the season. 

“We are paying as a team,” 
Ponds said. “I think we still 
have a long way to go, but I 
think we can do it this year.”

Jefferson’s fi rst real test 
came against Catholic League 
power Cardinal Hayes last Fri-
day night. The Orange Wave 
passed with fl ying colors by de-
feating the Cardinals 131–89. 
Ponds recorded 44 points and 

10 rebounds. The team went 
out wanting to make a state-
ment against a good Catholic 
school that had been ranked 
higher than Jefferson in most 

preseason rankings. 
“They were supposed to be 

number two in the city,” Ponds 
said. “They placed them above 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Abraham Lincoln’s familiar 
faces and its legendary coach 
are no longer at the Coney Is-
land school, but the tradition 
and expectations still remain. 

“The pressure at Lincoln 
is there,” said fi rst-year coach 
Kenny Pretlow. “It’s not going 
to go away because I took over. 
We try to win a championship 
every year.” 

This year is no different 
for Pretlow and his young and 
talented roster. He was an as-
sistant under Dwayne “Tiny” 
Morton for 12 years and 
helped the Railsplitters win 
numerous Public School Ath-
letic League City titles. Petlow 
wears his championship ring 
regularly as a subtle reminder 

of the hard work it takes to get 
one. It keeps the younger play-
ers hungry to get one of their 
own now that the likes of Mc-
Donald’s All-American Isa-
iah Whitehead and stars Desi 
Rodriguez and Elisha Boone 
have graduated.

“We know our history, Lin-
coln’s history,” said senior 
guard Eziekel Charles. “Every 
year we have to try to relive 
that history and keep it going. 
Every time we see the banners 
in the gym, it makes us want 
to work harder to keep it go-
ing.” 

The 6-foot-4 Charles, a su-
perb shooter and scorer, is 
one of just two seniors on the 
squad, along with 6-foot-6 for-

FORCE TO RECKON WITH: Lincoln 
forward Greg Poleon will need to 
be a force on the paint for the Rail-
splitters this season.  
 Photo by Steven Schnibbe

HIGH JUMP: Thomas Jefferson senior guard Jaquan McKennon, seen 
here in a practice, scored 16 points and dished out 12 assists against 
Brooklyn Collegiate. File photo by Steven Schnibbe

High-voltage Jefferson 
jumpstarts new season

New Lincoln stars want 
to carry on old traditions 

Alkins off to good 
start as new face 

of NYC hoops

Continued on page 68

Continued on page 68

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski



COURIER LIFE, DEC. 12–18, 2014 67  B GM BR

SPORTS

888-847-1024

ELECTRIC POWER-
ASSISTED STEERING

PROJECTOR LASER-CUT 
HEADLAMPS

LED TAIL LAMPS

REARVIEW CAMERA
STANDARD

Auto, V6 3.5L, AWD, SYNC Voice System, Satellite Radio, 3rd Row Seating

**

Lease based on 24 mos w/$3,295 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter.  
MSRP $34,555, VIN FGB21329. Includes $1,500 RCL Bonus Cash & $1,000 Lease Conquest Rebate.

Lease for

per 
mo

$199
New 2015 

FORD 
EXPLORER

SYNC Voice System, Satellite Radio, 3
/$ f $ f

5

ER

Why choose a new

LEASE A New 2015 FORD FUSION SE
Auto, 4 Cyl 2.5L, Aluminum Wheels, Bluetooth
Lease based on 24 mos w/$2,995 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 
bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/
mi. thereafter. MSRP $24,760, VIN F5108188. Includes $1,000 
Lease Conquest Cash, $750 Lease Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 
Competitive Lease Cash. per 

month

$89

ELE
ASS

PROJECTO
HEADLAMP

AMPS

W CAMERA
RD

5 AVAILABLE ENGINES
TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS

37 MPG GAS**

41 MPG HYBRID***
up to

2015 Ford Fusion2015 Ford Fusion

612 86TH STREET,  BROOKLYN, NY 11228
ONLINE 24/7 AT BAYRIDGEFORD.COM

p

*Not all will qualify. Lessee may be responsible for excess wear and tear at lease end. See dealer for details.  
**2014 EPA estimate hwy for 1.5L 4 cyl EcoBoost engine. ***2014 EPA estimate for 2.0L hybrid engine.  

†2014 EPA estimates. Actual mileage may vary.  Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1017929.  
Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7111183. Lease offers expire 12/31/14.

Auto, 4 Cyl 2.5L, FWD, Bluetooth, Backup Camera, Cruise
Lease based on 24 mos w/$2,595 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter. MSRP $23,505, 

VIN FUA55492. Includes $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash, $1,250 Lease Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 Competitive Lease Cash.

WD Bl t th B k C C i

Lease for

per 
mo

*$99
New 2015 

FORD 
ESCAPE S 31 

MPG

up to
†

Auto, V6 3.5L, AWD, Bluetooth, Reverse Sensors, Spoiler
Lease based on 24 mos w/$2,995 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter. MSRP $32,195, 

VIN EBB51059. Includes $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash, $2,750 Lease Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 Competitive Lease Cash.

Lease for

per 
mo

*$189
$ , q , $ ,

WD Bluetooth Reverse Sensors Spo

New 2014 
FORD 

EDGE SE 25 
MPG

up to
†

BAY WAY

Year-End

the

This month, get a great deal on all remaining 2014 models!Why choose a newWh h This month, get a great dThis month get deal on allgreat deal on all rgre t de l on ll rdeal on all r

23 
MPG

up to
†
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THE OLD AND THE NEW: (Left) Senior guard Ezekiel Charles takes 
over the leadership role for Abraham Lincoln this season. (Right) 
Brooklyn Collegiate transfer Jahlil Tripp is expected to make a big im-
pact.   Photos by Steven Schnibbe

why we are AA. We have to 
give ourselves that push.”

This Lions’ players aren’t 
new to each other, despite 
their youth. Many of them 
played summer travel ball 
together at New Heights 
with Williams as coach, win-
ning numerous tournament 
titles. The adjustment is 
learning to play against kids 
older than them in one of the 
most competitive leagues in 
the country. 

“We are used to playing 
with each other, so we have 
chemistry,” Dursey said 
“We already know how each 
other plays.” 

Loughlin’s lineup gives 
it many options for how it 
can beat teams. Reid and se-
nior guard Kiana Clark can 
both shoot and attack the 
rim. Skydajan Patterson can 
help push the pace. Green 
gives the Lions another ath-
letic forward to complement 
Dursey, one of the city’s best 
young players.  Williams 
makes sure all of them are 
committed to the defensive 
end. 

The players know they 
haven’t come close to reach-
ing their potential yet, and 
expect big things when they 
fi nally do. 

“We think we have the 
team now,” Dursey said. 
“We are looking to take the 
championship.” 

Continued from page 65 

LOUGHLIN

us and we just had go out and 
kill them.”

Helping out Ponds this sea-
son is Brooklyn Collegiate 
transfer Davere Creighton. 
Creighton, who averaged close 
to 16 points per game last sea-
son, is averaging 14 points per 
contest in three league con-
tests this season, including 
nine points against his former 
team on Sunday. Creighton 
feels that his experience play-
ing in the city semifi nals last 
year is going to help his new 

squad. 
“I bring great leadership 

and toughness to this team,” 
the senior said. 

Senior point guard Jaquan 
McKennon, who transferred 
from National Christian 
Academy (Md.), guides the 
Orange Wave’s offense. He 
scored 16 points and had 12 
assists against Brooklyn Col-
legiate. The senior is averag-
ing close to 11 points per game 
this season. The trio of Ponds, 
Creighton, and McKennon 
lead a fast-paced Jefferson of-
fense that likes to run, play in 
transition, and is averaging 
104 points in its fi rst fi ve con-

tests. Even though the team 
is off to a good start, Pollard 
feels there is still more work 
to be done. 

“We have to work on our 
execution, our defense, our 
free-throw shooting — a lot of 
things we just need to keep on 
getting better,” Pollard said. 

Jefferson has been to two 
consecutive city title games 
and has come up short in each 
of them. This season it is off to 
a quick start and the Orange 
Wave is showing it is once 
again a top team in the city 
with a clear goal.

“It’s championship or bust 
with us,” Creighton said.

ward Greg Poleon, who is 
expected to be a big-time re-
bounder. Pretlow hopes they 
can become an inside-out-
side combo that will give op-
ponents fi ts. 

Defenses’ biggest head-
ache may be Brooklyn Col-
legiate transfer Jahlil Tripp. 
The 6-foot-4, 205-pound ju-
nior missed nearly all of last 
season after being shot in the 
leg and then breaking his pa-
tella upon his return. He has 
the potential to be one of the 
city’s best players. His abil-
ity to play a guard or forward 
makes him a versatile piece. 

“He’s a big part of our 
team,” Poleon said. “He is a 
mismatch problem for other 
schools.” 

It will be sophomore point 
guard Donald Flores’s job to 
run this offense after trans-
ferring from St. Raymond. 
Pretlow described him as 
a talented offensive player 
and one of three underclass-
men that are the future of 

the program. Freshman Ty-
ler Bourne is a fi nesse player 
and 6-foot classmate Paul 
Pearson is a more physical 
presence. It gives Lincoln, 
which is off to a 2–0 start, the 
potential for a deep and ex-
plosive lineup. 

“We have to uphold the 
tradition of the program, so 
I need some young guys to 
grow up pretty fast,” Pretlow 
said. 

Last season’s loss in the 
semifi nals to Thomas Jef-
ferson still stings the play-
ers who were a part of it. The 
whole team wants to con-
tinue the school’s tradition of 
winning, but many observers 
have dubbed Cardozo, Wings 
Academy and Jefferson the 
early favorites to win the city 
title. 

“I think there is a lot to 
prove, but in the team’s heart 
we know what we can do, 
and everyone will just have 
to wait for the season to see, 
because everyone is count-
ing us out,” Tripp said. “We 
are really young, a lot of our 
stars left, but nobody really 
knows what we got.”

Continued from page 66 

LINCOLN

Continued from page 66 

JEFFERSON

Cleveland Cavaliers guard Dion Waiters dunks over Nets forward Cory Jefferson in the second half of 
the Dec. 8 game at Barclays Center. Waiters was the high scorer in the Cavaliers’ 110-88 victory over the 
Nets. Associated Press / Kathy Willens

Tip your Waiters
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For more Options on

Rentals, Sales, Condos and Apt.
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advertise  
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Stop by & Pick up our
new Loyalty Card at the

Brooklyn Market.
No Gimmicks,
Just Rewards!

Free Home Delivery
Available!

Follow Us For
Special Savings

10% Senior Citizen
or Veteran’s Discount

Every Wednesday
BROOKLYN
MARKET

DECEMBER 
2014

10/$5
Del Monte
Vegetables

Select Var. 11-15.25 oz. Can

Select Var. 28-29 oz. Can

Tuttorosso
Tomatoes

Less 
Than 1/2

Price!

5/$5
With Club Card & Add.

$20.00 Purchase or
More. Limit 1 Deal.

With Club Card & Add.
$20.00 Purchase or
More. Limit 1 Deal.

Maxwell House
Coffee

Select Var. 10.5-112.5 oz. Cont.

Ocean Spray
Cranberry 
Juice Cocktail

Select Var. 64 oz. Cont.

2/$5
$199

$199
Gold Medal
Flour

5 Lb. Bag

Less 
Than 1/2

Price!

Less 
Than 1/2

Price!

With Club Card & Add.
$10.00 Purchase or
More. Limit 1 Deal.

UNBLEACHED
OR ALL PURPOSE

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT SALES TO 1 PER FAMILY. PRICES EFFECTIVE THIS STORE ONLY. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. SOME PICTURES ARE FOR DESIGN PURPOSES ONLY AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT ITEMS ON SALE. GRAPHIC MAKERS PLUS: 201-501-8201.

$699$699$699$699$699
Boneless
Shell Steaks Lb.

USDA CHOICE
BEEF$199$199$199$199$199

Center Cut
Pork Chops or Roast Lb.

PERDUE 99¢99¢99¢99¢99¢
Oven Stuffer
Roasters 5/7 Lb. Avg. Lb.

Fillet or Steak
Salmon

99¢99¢99¢99¢99¢Iceberg
Lettuce

DOLE
CALIFORNIA 99¢99¢99¢99¢99¢Firm Fresh

Eggplant

39¢39¢39¢39¢39¢Golden Ripe
Bananas 99¢99¢99¢99¢99¢Granny Smith or

Gala Apples

Ore-Ida
Fries

Select Var. 16-32 oz. Bag

Mrs. Smith’s
Pies

Select Var.
27 oz. Box $185Aunt Jemina

Waffles

Select Var. 14 Ct. 17.18 oz.85¢$250

$299 $139

$250 Birds Eye
Vegetables

Select Var. 9-10 oz. Box

Pepsi Max-Pepsi-
Dt. Pepsi-Mtn. Dew
or Sierra Mist

Select Var. 2 Ltr. Btl. +Dep. 5/$55/$55/$55/$55/$5 Hi-C
Drinks

Select Var. 10 Pack 3/$53/$53/$53/$53/$5

White Swan
Bath Tissue

20 Pack Bundle $799$799$799$799$799
Colavita
Extra Virgin
Olive Oil

25.5 Fl. oz. Cont. $799$799$799$799$799

Lb.

WASHINGTON
STATE EXTRA FANCY

Lb.

With Club Card & Add.
$10.00 Purchase or More.

Limit 1 Deal.

Limit 2 Per
Customers

Bailey’s
Coffee
Creamer

$199

Select Var. 16 Fl. oz. Cont.

$2799$2799$2799$2799$2799
With add’l $20.00 purchase

or more. Limit 1 deal.
While Supplies Last.

99¢99¢99¢99¢99¢
Extra Large
Oranges

For A
6 Ft.
Pine

For A
6 Ft.
Pine

For A
6 Ft.
Pine

For A
6 Ft.
Pine

For A
6 Ft.
Pine

Firm
Head

Friendship
Sour Cream

16 oz. Cont. 3/$5Pillsbury 
Grands! Biscuits

Select Var. 16.3 oz. Can

Cabot
Butter

16 oz. Pkg.
Qtrs.

$999$999$999$999$999
Lb.

Less 
Than 1/2

Price!

Less 
Than 1/2

Price!

Less 
Than 1/2

Price!
Less 

Than 1/2
Price!

Less 
Than 1/2

Price!

Less 
Than 1/2

Price!

Less 
Than 1/2

Price!

Less 
Than 1/2

Price!
Less 

Than 1/2
Price!

Less 
Than 1/2

Price!

CALIFORNIA

Ea.

Bunch

MUG, CRUSH, LIPTON,
TROPICANA OR SCHWEPPES

SALTED OR
NO SALTED

REGULAR
OR LOW FAT

Paper Towels
8 Pack 480 Ct.

$3.99

OR BROCCOLI
BUNCH .99¢ EA.

$599
Lb.

Chunk Only

Gouda
Cheese

99¢
Ea.

Fresh
Baked 
Semolina

$799
Lb.

IMPORTED 
RICH & CREAMY

(REDWAX)

1/2 LB. OF
EACH

Mesquite
Turkey Breast
& Lacey Swiss

Hellmann’s
Mayonnaise

Select Var. 30 oz. Cont.

Less 
Than 1/2

Price!

$199
With Club Card & Add.

$25.00 Purchase or
More. Limit 1 Deal.

Free Sell
2/$6.00

$5 OFF
purchase of $50 or more
Limit 1 per person. Not valid w/ any other offer. 

Expires 12/18/14. BRC

  SENIORS AND VETERANS — 5% OFF EVERYDAY excluding 
sale items


