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BY MAX JAEGER
Police have brought busi-
ness to an unhappy end 
at nine massage parlors 
across Bensonhurst and 
Dyker Heights.

Offi cers raided the par-
lors on Dec. 3 and arrested 
15 women on prostitution-re-
lated charges. Prosecutors 
are charging nine people 

with misdemeanor prosti-
tution, two with promoting 
prostitution, and 10 with 
providing unlicensed mas-
sage services, which is a 
felony, according to District 
Attorney Ken Thompson. 

An area resident said 
the bust was a win for the 
neighborhood, but the prev-

BY VANESSA OGLE
The  emergency home-
less shelter that opened in 
Plumb Beach in October  is 
infuriating residents who 
are still displaced from 
Hurricane Sandy. 

One local said placing a 
shelter in one of the city’s 
most notorious fl ood zones 

is hypocritical, because the 
city has put up red tape for 
local superstorm survivors 
who have tried to move 
back into their waterfront 
homes.

“They can’t go back 
into their homes but the 
city turns around and puts 
a homeless shelter right 

on the water,” said Kathy 
Flynn, the president of the 
Sheepshead Bay-Plumb 
Beach Civic Association.

Flynn said that lo-
cating the shelter on the 
Sheepshead Bay water-
front doesn’t just insult dis-
placed local families, but 

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
A Dumbo gallery and venue is 
moving to the Motor City.

In a stunning reversal of the 
Great Hipster Migration that 
has defi ned the part of Brooklyn 
nearest to the East River for go-
ing on two decades, Galapagos 
Art Space is packing it up and 
starting a new life in the Mid-
west. The move will end a 19-
year run in the borough, fi rst in 
Williamsburg, then, starting in 
2008, in Dumbo. The head of the 
operation says that it may be set-
ting out for more post-apocalyp-
tic pastures, but it will remain 
Kings County to the core.

“We were born in Brooklyn. 
We grew up in Brooklyn,” said 
Robert Elmes, executive director 
at Galapagos. “We’ll always be a 
Brooklyn venue.”

Galapagos had enjoyed be-
low-market rent at its space on 
Main Street between Water and 
Plymouth streets courtesy of its 
landlord Two Trees, the devel-
oper that made Dumbo the real-
estate pressure cooker it is today 
by carefully cultivating an ar-
tistic community there. But now 

Continued on page 4

Continued on page 4Continued on page 10

BY VANESSA OGLE
Turns out a moment of awkward-
ness wasn’t the worst that could 
happen when a popular family 
restaurant chain unleashed in-
door aircraft with the mission of 
prompting diners to kiss on cam-
era.

TGI Friday’s much-hyped 
“Mobile Mistletoe” drones drew 
fi rst blood in their New York City 
debut on Dec. 4 at the chain’s  be-
loved Sheepshead Bay location  
when one of them hit our intrepid 
photographer right in the face.

The two remote-controlled he-
licopters dangling sprigs of mis-
tletoe were intended to spread 
holiday romance, but one of them 

Continued on page 10
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Our photog hit 
by TGI Friday’s 

mistletoe copter
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Bartenders Ivy Mix (left) and Lynnette Marrero are the brains behind Speed Rack, an all-women cocktail contest 
at the Music Hall of Williamsburg today.  Leo Borovsky

MULTI-USE: The Lyghthouse 
Inn is both a motel and a 
homeless shelter.

Emmons shelter pannedMassage parlor bust

Art space 
moving to 

Detroit
DRONE STRIKE 
IN S’HEAD BAY 

In the mix
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Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 

= Color Match Paint =
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.
SATURDAY, 9 A.M.–3 P.M.

OPEN 
6 DAYS

Best Certificate Yields
Looking for Best Depositors

Your Savings Federally Insured to $250,000**

13 Month CD

1.20%* APY

For a Limited Time Only

15 Month CD

1.50%* APY

For a Limited Time Only

1750 86th Street · Brooklyn, NY  11214 · 718-680-2121
1609 Avenue Z · Brooklyn, NY  11235 · 718-934-6809

www.brfcu.org
*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is subject to change without notice.  For CDs, the rate in effect when you make your 
deposit is guaranteed to maturity; there is a penalty for early withdrawal which may reduce earnings.  Minimum open-
ing balance to earn APYs shown above is $20,000.  For deposits $500 to $19,999 the APY is 0.25% lower than above.  
**250,000 insurance on IRA accounts.  All other accounts insured to $250,000.  Brooklyn Consumer Federation is a 
sponsor of Bay Ridge Federal Credit Union.  Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

BY VANESSA OGLE
This couple has just the 
thing for the lactose-intol-
erant, nut-allergic, vegan 
chocoholic in your life!

The husband-and-wife 
Brighton Beach chocolat-
iers behind  Brooklyn Dark  
— a dairy-free, organic 
chocolate company — have 
treats that everyone can 
eat up this holiday season. 
Brooklyn Dark’s treats are 
made with dark chocolate 
and hemp seeds, and with-
out common allergens like 
gluten and nuts. 

“Our goal is to be the 
healthiest chocolate in the 
world right now — and the 
tastiest, obviously,” said 
Lev Kelman, who started 
the company with his wife, 
Lori Denman, three years 
ago. “If you have someone 
vegan in your family and 
you don’t know what to give 
them, this is the perfect 
gift. If you know someone 

who wants to be healthy, 
this is the perfect choice.”

The chocolates are made 
with hemp seeds and high 
concentrations of cacao 
beans, which Kelman said 
offers a rich taste that al-
lows the couple to use less 
sugar and fat. Kelman said 
Brooklyn Dark is the fi rst 
company to use hemp seeds 
as a standard ingredient — 
and he said the small seeds 
pack a mighty punch. 

“Hemp seed is what truly 
sets each of our Brooklyn 
Dark products apart — not 
only in taste and texture, 
but for health benefi ts as 
well,” said Kelman.  “Hemp 
seeds are a nearly perfect 
food source. They contain 
digestible protein, healthy 
Omega fatty acids, and nat-
urally occurring vitamins 
and minerals.”

The chocolate fl avors in-
clude classic hemp, orange 
silk, open sesame, and Mo-

roccan spice. The company’s 
newest fl avor is Pop Star, 
which contains popcorn. 
Kelman said he created the 
crunchy fl avor to entice 
folks who are new to cacao-
heavy dark chocolate.

“It could introduce other 
people to higher-content 
chocolate, like ‘Oh, it is 
popcorn,’ ” he said. “This 
is enticing people to try 
something they’d never try 
anytime else.”

Kelman said the organic 
ingredients can even offer 
women relief for premen-
strual syndrome. 

“The change during 
the time, women lose a lot 
of metal. Magnesium and 
hemp helps regulate that,” 
he said. 

But the chocolate isn’t 
gender specifi c. Denman 
said residents who try the 
chocolate will enjoy it so 
much, they’ll want to share 
it with their friends. 

Couple makes hypo-allergenic treats

EAT UP!: Lori Denman and Lev Kelman show off the different fl avors of Brooklyn Dark chocolate — all 
fl avors are dairy-free, gluten-free, and nut-free. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

The caring 
chocolatiers
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BY MAX JAEGER
They’re calling it a cop 
out.

Mayor DeBlasio’s up-
dated four-year fi nancial 
plan doesn’t boost the 
police department’s uni-
formed head count, but 
critics say the mayor has 
to grow the force to keep 
pace with the city’s rising 
population — especially 
in neighborhoods like Co-
ney Island where violence 
remains a problem.

“If the city is growing 
— and the mayor boasts 
of it — we need to in-
crease the budget for the 
NYPD,” said Councilman 
Mark Teryger (D–Coney 
Island). “There have to be 
more police offi cers.”

There are currently 
34,483 uniformed offi -
cers on the force, and the 
mayor plans to keep that 
level static through June 
2018, according to an up-
dated fi nancial plan re-
leased Nov. 25. Maintain-
ing the force’s current size 
will reduce the number of 
police per capita as the 

population continues to 
grow, say critics. In 2000, 
there were 202 New York-
ers for every police offi cer 
— in 2014 there were 244 
people per cop, according 
to census data.

Even the raw numbers 
are at record lows, ac-
cording to another coun-

cilman.
“There are 

6,000 fewer po-
lice offi cers 
patrolling our 
streets than 
there were on 
Sept. 11, 2001,” 
said Council-
man Vincent 
Gentile (D–
Bay Ridge). 
“Indeed, I 
don’t recall the 
head counts in 
the precincts 
in my dis-
trict ever be-
ing lower than 
they are to-
day.”

Not hiring 
additional po-
lice will have a 

negative impact on Coney 
Islanders, according to 
locals who say they need 
more police to quell ris-
ing violence in the neigh-
borhood’s impoverished 
residential sections.  The 
People’s Playground saw 
a bloody summer and a 
fall full of gunfi re . 

The neighborhood 
has seen a “razor thin de-
crease” in shooting inci-
dents, according to 60th 
Precinct commanding 
offi cer Deputy Inspec-
tor James Rooney, with 
21 so far this year and 22 
this time last year. But, 
several recent incidents 
that left locals with bul-
let holes in homes do not 
count toward that statis-
tic because bullets didn’t 
strike anyone, according 
to police and lawmakers. 
Patrols vary, but there are 
typically fi ve to six cars 
working the beat in each 
precinct, police said.

One Mermaid Avenue 
homeowner and neighbor-
hood leader whose home 
has been  caught in neigh-
borhood crossfi re  longed 
for the days when the po-
lice were a common sight 
on city street corners. 

“Growing up, we al-
ways had the police on the 
beat — they knew who we 
were and we knew who 
they were,” said Pamela 
Pettyjohn.

BY VANESSA OGLE
The Manhattan Beach Com-
munity Group honored fi ve 
hometown heroes at its end-of-
the-year award ceremony on 
Dec. 3.  

The selfl ess servants who 
received the awards are locals 
who have helped the commu-
nity in a variety of ways, said 
the group’s president, adding 
that she selected only the best 
of the bunch for awards. 

“When you give out awards, 
the less awards, the more it 
means,” said Judy Baron, the 
president of the Manhattan 
Beach Community Group. 
“Every single one of those peo-
ple that got those awards is 
terrifi c.”

Many of the award recipi-
ents said Hurricane Sandy 
motivated them to get more 
involved. The superstorm 
made one resident reevaluate 
her role in the community — 
and she said her love of the 
neighborhood motivated her 
to ensure the area makes a 
full comeback from the disas-
ter. 

“This is our community 
and I love it, and I want to do 

whatever I can to get it back to 
where it was before the hur-
ricane,” said Shari Kaplan, 
who received the “Over and 
Beyond” award because she 
went above the community’s 
expectations. “Whatever I do, 
I do because I love the commu-
nity.” 

Another individual who 
became involved in the group 
after Sandy said he is using 
his professional background 
to help the neighborhood pre-
pare for the next storm by 
trying to secure funding for 
plumbing gear for the 1,500 
homes in Manhattan Beach to 
prevent sewer backups during 
storms.

“They started to talk about 
things like check valves, 
which I knew a little about, 
and environmental issues that 
I’ve always been interested in, 
so I volunteered my services,” 
said Ronald Danner, who was 
honored with the “Commu-
nity Service Award.” 

Baron said the night was 
a great way for the group to 
show their appreciation for 
the local leaders who help ev-
eryone they meet. 

Fearful residents appeal for more police 

EXPANSION IN TANDEM: Councilman 
Mark Treyger says the police force needs 
to keep pace with the city’s population 
growth. 
 File photo by Steve Solomonson

THE FEARLESS FIVE: Rena Samin received the “Best Editor on the Plan-
et,” Shari Kaplan received an award titled “Over and Beyond,” Nina Chin 
received the “Distinguished Service Award,” Mona Kavowras received the 
“Community Service Award,” and Ronald Danner received the “Commu-
nity Service Award” at the Manhattan Beach Community Group’s end-of-
the-year award ceremony on Dec. 3. Photo by Steve Solomonson

HOLE IN THE FORCE: Coney Islander Pamela Pettyjohn points to the spot where an errant bullet hit her neighbor’s home last 
month. Pettyjohn said a stronger police presence on area blocks would deter violence, but police offi cials say they don’t have 
the manpower. File photo by Steven Schnibbe

Coney wants cops

Helping hands 
honored by 

M’Beach civic 
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also endangers the people 
it is meant to help.

“The neighborhood’s 
attitude is, yes, we do feel 
sorry for people who are 
homeless, because all of us 
were homeless for a while 
— and we understand that 
they need some place to 
live — but is it worth it to 
endanger them by putting 
them in the fl ood zone?” 

The Department of 
Homeless Services said 
the agency would evacuate 
shelter residents if another 
storm threatens the area.

“In the event of the hur-
ricane or another Sandy, we 
would move our families to 
safety in the same way fam-
ilies in Plumb Beach would 
move to safety,” said Christo-
pher Miller, from the Depart-
ment of Homeless Services.

The family shelter — 
 one of 23 new emergency 
shelters recently opened 
across the city  — is located 
in a section of the Lyght-
house Inn on Emmons Av-
enue, just one block away 
from an existing shelter for 
women and children, ac-
cording to elected offi cials. 

Flynn said she is also 
worried by the cramped 
conditions in the 8-by-10-
foot rooms and worried that 
children will stray into the 
rough waters nearby. 

“There is a waterfront 
there with rocks leading 
to the water. There is noth-
ing — no kind of barrier 
there — and there are a lot 
of young children in this 
building,” she said. 

Locals are particularly 
concerned about children 
being housed in an active 
motel which has a reputa-
tion as a destination for il-
licit assignations.

Councilman Chaim 
Deutsch (D–Sheepshead 
Bay) said he stopped by 
the Lyghthouse Inn offi ce 
to ask a question when the 
shelter fi rst opened, and 
witnessed patrons renting 
rooms by the hour. 

This paper called the 
motel and confi rmed that 
it rents rooms for four-hour 
intervals for $60.

Another elected offi cial, 
who said she is going to con-
tinue fi ghting to remove the 
site from the neighborhood, 
alluded to similar promis-
cuous activity and said the 
Department of Homeless 
Services told her it was un-
aware of the alleged activity 
at the motel. 

“They weren’t aware 
of the Lyghthouse, they 
weren’t aware of its cli-
entele, shall we say,” said 
Assemblywoman Helene 
Weinstein (D–East Flat-
bush). 

the lease is up and, though 
Two Trees is willing to 
keep the rent below what 
it could charge, it is asking 
too much, Elmes said.

“We just would not be 
able to work on our mis-
sion with those numbers,” 
he said.

In discussing the im-
pending move a third of 
the way across the country, 
Elmes said Highland Park, 
a small city surrounded by 
Detroit, reminds him of the 
Williamsburg he set up shop 
in during the mid-1990s. It 
is the land of milk and af-
fordable real estate, he ex-
plained, and it is only a mat-
ter of time before artists 
from elsewhere catch on.

“Cultural scenes need 
three things: time, space, 
and people,” he said.

His opinion of the cul-
tural aptitude of Detroit’s 
713,000 residents is appar-
ently not high.

“In Detroit there’s time 
and space,” he said. “And 
the people are coming.”

Williamsburg’s scene 
was more established than 
the bankrupt city’s is now, 
Elmes explained, but Gala-
pagos can make it there.

“We’re confi dent we can 
do well in Detroit,” he said. 
“Even if we’re a little ear-
lier than we were in Wil-
liamsburg.”

Increasing costs forced 
Galapagos to make a move 
to Dumbo in 2008. There 
Elmes’s team increased the 
size of the space as well as 
the size of the venue’s sig-
nature centerpiece, its in-
door lake. The size of that 
lake will increase again 
when the group moves to 
the Great Lakes region, 
with the water feature tak-
ing up about as much space 
as a Major League Baseball 
infi eld.

Galapagos is forming a 
veritable arts archipelago, 
having purchased nine 
buildings, including fi ve on 
one block in Highland Park, 
three elsewhere in the city, 
and one in the Corktown 
neighborhood of Detroit 
proper. Elmes plans to de-
velop a large main perfor-
mance space complemented 

by smaller stages and a gal-
lery space. He would not 
disclose the exact cost of the 
properties, but said it was 
less than $1 million.

Elmes is excited to move 
but is sad to leave Kings 
County. Looking back, his 
favorite events include the 
annual New Years Eve 
Party, a Ted Talk, and the 
Nerd Nite series, which 
featured presentations and 
trivia on science topics. He 
also has fond memories of 
the help he received from 
the Dumbo community fol-
lowing Superstorm Sandy, 
when the space was inun-
dated with more than fi ve 
feet of water, destroying 
nearly all its electronic 
gear.

Galapagos’s last show 
is its Floating Kabarette on 
Dec. 20.

WE OFFER 
THE FOLLOWING SERVICES:

WE ACCEPT ASSIGNMENT FROM MOST MAJOR INSURANCE COMPANIES

1800 CONEY ISLAND AVENUE, BET. N & 0

COUPON COUPON

FREE
CAR WASH

Exp. 12/15/14

Buy 3 Tires Get 1 

FREE
Exp. 12/15/14. Restrictions may apply. See store for details.

COUPON

$50 OFF
BODY WORK

See store for details. Exp. 12/15/14

COUPON

$25 OFF
$100 purchase & up

Open Bar, Cocktail Hour with Passed 
Hors D’oeuvres & Pasta Station 

Surf and Turf Dinner
Champagne Toast at Midnight, 

Dessert & Coffee, DJ, Hats, Noisemakers...

OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE, CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY

LIMITED DATES AVAILABLE IN OUR BANQUET ROOMS FOR YOUR HOLIDAY PARTIES
30–200 PEOPLE

INQUIRE ABOUT BUCKEY’S 3 HOUR COCKTAIL PARTY 
$40 PER PERSON

For information and reservations 718-998-4222

www.buckleyscaterers.com

Continued from page 1 

GALAPAGOS

A GREAT LAKE: Galapagos Art Space is leaving behind its indoor 
Dumbo lake for less gentrifi ed environs in the Motor City, where 
owners will build an even bigger lake in the new space. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Continued from page 1 

SHELTER
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Pilo Arts Salon
WWW.PILOARTS.COM

One gift card
outshines them all

“In the holiday season of endless
gift cards, there is the one that

she prefers the most-
a gift card from Pilo Arts.”

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of

Intercoiffure Mondial
Paris  London Roma

Colour

Hi-Lights

Massage

Facial

Receive 1 FREE  CERTIFICATE

EL 2012-:FLUX Collection. Images provided courtesy of Schwarzkopf Professional
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tersection of Flatbush and 
Atlantic avenues, then 
moved across the street to 
Atlantic Terminal mall, 
where protesters roved 
from store to store, dis-
rupting shoppers, accord-
ing to reports. 

Police arrested three 
people outside the arena 
that evening, one for as-
sault, according to a police 
spokeswoman.

Just before 10:30 pm, the 
150 remaining protesters 
set off down Atlantic Av-
enue. Some cars stuck in 
traffi c honked in support, 
and at one point the protest-
ers paused for a moment 
outside the House of Deten-
tion to relay their solidar-
ity to the prisoners inside, 
chanting, “We’re here for 
you!” 

The march wound its 
way through Downtown 
and Brooklyn Heights 
then, with its ranks num-
bering about 100, at-
tempted to cross the Man-
hattan Bridge on the 
Brooklyn-bound roadway. 
Police barred the path 
and, after a standoff, the 
protesters turned around 
and left the borough the 
legal way, on the pedes-
trian walkway, chanting 
“I can’t breathe” as they 
went.

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
They were royally pissed.

Hundreds of protesters 
gathered outside Barclays 
Center on Monday night 
for a fi fth straight night of 
protests following a grand 
jury’s decision not to indict 
Offi cer Daniel Pantaleo for 
killing Gowanus native 
Eric Garner by choking 
him and holding him face-
down on Staten Island — 
only this demonstration 
coincided with a visit by 
Prince William and Kate 
Middleton. One protester 
said the marches are still 
going because the system 
has failed black people.

“I’m out here to de-
mand justice,” said Der-
rick West, of Park Slope, 
as the crowd marched 
down Atlantic Avenue to-
ward Smith Street. “We 
are tired of speaking and 
having no one listen.”

The crowd of protesters 
didn’t dramatically disrupt 
the Nets game against Leb-
ron “King” James’s Cleve-
land Cavaliers, but James 

and several Nets play-
ers, including Kevin Gar-
nett and Deron Williams, 
brought the activists’ mes-
sage to the court, warming 
up in black shirts that read, 
“I can’t breathe,” the phrase 
Garner wheezed repeatedly 

as Pantaleo took him down. 
Brooklyn royalty Jay Z and 
Beyonce were also in atten-
dance, and King Hov took 
time out to pose with the po-
liticized Nets players ahead 
of the game.

Outside, more than 500 

activists assembled, many 
galvanized by the Twitter 
topic “#royalshutdown” 
and seeking to capitalize 
on the media attention be-
ing paid to the English roy-
als’ visit. The crowd staged 
a silent “die-in” in the in-

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
I spent a night in jail for do-
ing my job.

In the past two weeks 
protests have erupted in 
New York and across the 
country in response to the 
decisions by two grand ju-
ries to not indict two white 
police offi cers in the kill-
ings of Michael Brown and 
Eric Garner, and I have 
spent several long nights 
walking for miles in dem-
onstrations, fi ling live up-

dates on Twitter, and writ-
ing reports for this paper.

On Nov. 25, the night 
after a Ferguson, Mis-
souri grand jury declined 
to bring charges against 
Offi cer Darren Wilson for 
shooting Brown,  a cop hit 
me with his baton as offi -
cers moved to barricade the 
Manhattan entrance to the 
Williamsburg Bridge . But I 
didn’t see anything like the 
chaos that would break out 
nine days later.

On  Dec. 4, the second 
night of protests following 
the Eric Garner grand jury 
decision , I followed one of 
several nebulous crowds 
of activists as it pin-balled 
around Manhattan and 
eventually made its way up-
town toward Times Square. 
There was the occasional 
tense moment between pro-
testers and police, such as 
when someone broke the 
window of a Volkswagen 
trapped inside the march 

and offi cers rushed to make 
a perimeter around the ve-
hicle. In that shuffl e, one 
cop shoved me, and when 
I told him I was a reporter 
he retorted, “Congratula-
tions.”

But I saw no arrests for 
most of the night.

It wasn’t until after a 
“die-in” in Herald Square 
— during which demon-
strators laid down for 11 
minutes of silence to mark 
the 11 times Eric Garner 

said “I can’t breathe” as he 
died — that lines of police 
began appearing clad in 
helmets and carrying ba-
tons, with bundles of plas-
tic handcuffs hanging from 
their belts. 

The procession contin-
ued on to Times Square, 
and there, tensions ex-
ploded.

As the fi rst march-
ers arrived at 42nd Street 
and Seventh Avenue, with 
about 600 people in tow, 

something snapped — a fel-
low reporter later told me 
someone punched a police 
sergeant in the face but I 
have not been able to con-
fi rm that — and the deli-
cate dance that police and 
protesters had been per-
forming all night broke 
down. Offi cers had formed 
a line across Seventh and, 
as the human river of dem-
onstrators began fl owing 
against the dam, the offi -

Marchers storm Atlantic Terminal, stage ‘die-in’ outside Nets game

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2014 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

ROYAL TREATMENT: (Above) Protesters march outside Barclays Center during a visit by Prince Wil-
liam and Kate Middleton on Dec. 8. (Top right) The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge watch the Nets 
take on the Cleveland Cavaliers. (Bottom right) Lebron James warms up in a shirt commemorating 
Eric Garner’s death.

Reporter’s notebook: My Eric Garner protest arrest

Garner protesters greet royals at Barclays

Continued on page 8
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Finish your holiday shopping on 5th Avenue – patronize over 500 local businesses

Holiday Patrols & Music
Feel safe with Sunset Park Security – if you have a prob-
lem, look for one of our Safety Patrol Offi cers 
As you shop, enjoy the songs of our local children 
mingled with other holiday tunes.  

Ride the Free Sunset Park 
Trolley For the last time in 2014

1pm to 5pm – starting at 52nd St & 5th Ave 

(in front of McDonald’s)

Saturday, December 20, Sunday, December 21, 

Monday, December 22, Tuesday, December 23

Making all B63 stops along 5th Avenue in Sunset Park 
from 36th to 64th Street and back again. Take the Trolley 
to the famous Sunset Park Martense Lane Boulder, at 
35th Street & 5th Avenue. Get on, get off as often as you 
like to begin your Holiday Shopping.

Sidewalk Sales
Saturday, December 20, 

Sunday, December 21, 

Monday, December 22, 

Tuesday, December 23

Sunset Park BID
5116a 5th Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11220   

Phone: 718-439-7767   

Email: info@sunsetparkbid.org   

Website: sunsetparkbid.org   

Log onto: !Sunset Park Free WiFi

ENJOY 2014 HOLIDAY SEASON IN THE SUNSET PARK BID

Like us on:WiFi:

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
AND A VERY 

HAPPY & SAFE 2015
FROM THE  

SUNSET PARK 5TH AVE. BID

Enrico Ascher, MD

Natalie Marks, MDAnil Hingorani, MD

Advanced Aortic Aneurysm Center
of the Vascular Institute of New York

Established in 1992

 Extraordinary techniques by internationally 
recognized vascular specialists...

Drs. Enrico Ascher, Anil Hingorani and Natalie Marks have introduced 
for the very fi rst time in New York City a minimally invasive tecnnique to repair 

an abdominal aortic aneurysm via a tiny puncture in each groin under local anesthesia. 
Patients may be discharged home the very same day and have supper with the family!

Aortic aneurysms are more common than you think!
They are known to be “silent killers”.

If you are 60 years of age or older you may benefi t 
from a visit to a board certifi ed vascular specialist.

www.VascularNYC.com
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cers pushed back, forcibly 
advancing, and grabbing 
people out of the crowd as 
they went.

Some protesters at-
tempted to stand their 
ground and others fell back, 
creating a churn that I did 
my best to avoid getting 
sucked into as I shot pho-
tos and dashed off tweets. 
Demonstrators cursed the 
cops and at least one empty 
Gatorade bottle fl ew into 
the scrum of police. 

In the tumult, one offi -
cer fi xed his gaze on me as 
I lined up a shot with my 
phone, and smacked it out 
of my hand. I managed to 
save the phone from being 
stomped. 

“We have enough offi -
cers to arrest every one of 
you,” a voice on a bullhorn 
said, demanding that pro-
testers clear the street.

With a wall of officers in 
front of me and demonstrators 
around me on all sides, there 
was nowhere for me to go. 

A photo  shot by a New 
York Times photographer 
around that time  shows me 

tapping out a message at 
the edge of a group of peo-
ple who are screaming at 
the line of blue uniforms. 

My last tweet as a free 
man read “Arrests seem 
random.”

About that time, one of-
fi cer pointed at me from 
fi ve feet away and he and a 
partner grabbed me by the 
strap of my bag, yanking 
me out of the crowd. 

As they handcuffed me, 
I tried to remain calm and 

identify myself as a reporter, 
as I had been doing to any of-
fi cer I got close to since the 
confrontation began. 

“Too late,” one of the of-
fi cers said.

The 24 or so other ar-
restees and I waited for 
about 20 minutes before 
boarding Department of 
Corrections buses. Then 
we waited some more. My 
hands went totally numb 
in the plastic zip-tie cuffs 
as the bus sat and police 

loaded additional prison-
ers into nearby buses and 
vans. All of my bus-mates 
and I complained that the 
cuffs were too tight, but of-
fi cers said they did not have 
the tool to loosen them, and 
that they couldn’t cut them 
off until we were booked.

Eventually, we made the 
trip to One Police Plaza, 
where cops processed us 
alongside protesters picked 
up at locations throughout 
the city.

I spent the next four 
hours or so in a holding 
pen with about 60 prison-
ers, all arrested at the dem-
onstrations. I was the only 
reporter.

Spirits, for the most 
part, remained high, par-
ticularly among an orga-
nized group that had in-
tentionally been arrested 
as part of a sit-in on the 
Manhattan Bridge. Every 
time a new arrival came 
through the door, the whole 
cell burst into applause, 
and the cheers were even 
heartier as people began 
to be freed one by one. But 
as the night wore on, the 
adrenaline wore off, and 
boredom set in. When I got 
back home to Greenpoint 

at 6 am I wanted to kiss the 
ground.

Upon arriving back at 
the offi ce that morning, I 
looked up my charges: Sec-
tion 240.20(5) and (6). Disor-
derly conduct, obstructing 
vehicular or pedestrian 
traffi c, and congregating 
with other persons in a 
public place and refusing to 
comply with a lawful order 
of the police to disperse.

I have a court hearing 
set for Feb. 2. I plan to plead 
not guilty.

Covering the protests, 
and getting arrested, has 
given me a ground-level 
perspective on how police 
are handling them.

The demonstrators in-
volved in the Eric Garner 
marches and their tactics 
were largely the same as 
the previous week’s Fergu-
son protests. All the un-per-
mitted, nighttime protests 
involved marching against 
traffi c, blocking highways, 
and taking over the road-
ways of major bridges. 

When the fi rst wave of 
outraged New Yorkers hit 
the street following the 
non-indictment in Brown’s 
death, Police Commis-
sioner Bill Bratton  indi-

cated that the handling of 
demonstrations would re-
main hands-off  “as long as 
they remain nonviolent, 
and as long as they don’t 
engage in issues that cause 
fear or create vandalism.”

But from the start of the 
Garner protests, the polic-
ing has been more aggres-
sive. On the fi rst night, 
Dec. 3, offi cers immedi-
ately moved to push the 
march I was following out 
of the street, driving their 
motorized scooters directly 
at demonstrators and re-
porters without slowing. I 
don’t know if that response 
is because New York cops 
feel more protective of Of-
fi cer Daniel Pantaleo, who 
killed Garner by chok-
ing him and holding him 
down, than they do Dar-
ren Wilson. It may be that 
Bratton’s directives have 
changed as the protests 
have continued to snarl 
traffi c and divert police re-
sources, going into a third 
week at press time.

One rank-and-fi le offi -
cer I spoke to during my 
night at One Police Plaza 
said arresting protesters is 
a matter of showing who is 
in charge.

LEAVING A MARK: Reporter Noah Hurowitz’s wrists bore the 
marks of plastic handcuffs more than 12 hours after his arrest cov-
ering a protest in Times Square. 
 Community News Group / Nathan Tempey

ARREST
Continued from page 6

Take a break from the kitchen this holiday season... 
Come to us or we will come to you!

CHRISTMAS EVE DINNER  
$40pp - kids $20pp

APPETIZER: (Choose One) 
Cold Antipasto, Calamari Fritti, Mozzarella di Casa,  

Caprino Salad, Crab Cake, Seafood Salad or Fried Shrimp

ENTRÉE: (Choose One) 
Orecchiette with Broccoli Rabe & Sausage,  

Spaghetti White Clam Sauce, Linguine Rio Mare, Salmon Filet,  
Shrimp Oreganata, Chicken Vesuvio or Veal Marsala

DESSERT: (Choose One) 
Panna Cotta, Tiramisu or Cannoli

NEW YEAR’S EVE MIDNIGHT CELEBRATION 
$75pp - kids $40pp

Wine, dine & dance into 2015, Wednesday December 31st from 8:30pm 
-1:30am. Price includes pre fixe menu, open bar, live DJ  

and non stop dancing, champagne toast & party favors at midnight!

APPETIZER: Cold Antipasto

PASTA: Risotto Porcini & Orecchiette Lamb Ragu

ENTRÉE: (Choose One)  
Lobster tail Oreganata, Salmone, Chicken Rollatine,  

Shell Steak or Veal Marsala

FAMILY STYLE:  Panettone

DESSERT:  Homemade Tiramisu

 CATERING & AL LA CARTE MENU AVAILABLE 
7�05 �RD AVE B�LYN� NY ��20� � 7��	 745	0222 �  WWW	VESUVIOBAYRIDGE	COM
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LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH
Karaoke Mon.& Wed. 8pm

 LIVE MUSIC
  Thurs. – Sun.

  Frankie Marra Band
presents

7717 3rd Ave., Bay Ridge  GreenhouseCafe.com  Valet Parking

718 -989 - 8952

 

 
       

 

 

Christmas Eve Dinner
$38+ Tax & Gratuity

Choice of Appetizer
Caesar Salad

Dinner Salad 

Fried Calamari 

Seafood Salad 

Lasagna Bolognese 

Soup du Jour 

Choice of Entrée
 Shrimp Scampi, Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic & Butter 

Roast Loin of Pork with Baconkraut and Dark Ale Gravy

Chicken Cutlet Parmigiana 

Boneless Breast of Chicken Francaise

Seafood Fra Diavlo Over Angel Hair Pasta (Mild or Spicy)
Penne Vodka with Grilled Chicken

Cold Water Salmon with Citrus Chive Sauce

Filet Mignon 10 oz. Cut  ($12 Extra)
Twin 5 oz. Lobster Tails ($12 Extra)

Surf & Turf – 5 oz. Filet, 5 oz. Tail ($12 Extra)
All Entrees Served With Potato or Rice and Vegetable Garni 

Choice of Dessert
Ice Cream or Sherbet 

Chocolate Mousse 

Tiramisu 

Cheesecake 

Fresh Fruit Plate 

Apple Strudel 

COFFEE  TEA

KIDS MENU
Fresh Fruit

Chicken Parmigiana or Chicken Nuggets 
with French Fries

Ice Cream Or Chocolate Mousse

$1695 
Per Child

+Tax & Gratuity 

New Years Eve Celebration
Choice of Appetizer

Lasagna Bolognese  Stuffed Mushrooms  Soup Du Jour 

Fried Calamari   Grand House Salad  Caesar Salad

Choice of Entrée
Roast Pork Loin

Served with Baconkraut Dark Ale Gravy
Chicken Francaise

Egg Battered Sautéed with White Wine Lemon Butter Sauce
Filet Mignon 10 oz. Cut

Server with  Béarnaise and Bordelaise Sauce
Broiled Salmon

With Champagne Dill Sauce
Twin 5 oz. Lobster Tails

Two Tails Served with Drawn Butter
Surf & Turf

5 oz. Filet - 5 oz. Tail 
Served with Drawn Butter and Béarnaise Sauce

Shrimp Scampi
Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic & Butter

All Entrees Served with Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetables

Choice of Desserts
Chocolate Mousse  Assorted Ice Cream  Cheesecake 

Tiramisu  Brownie Overload  Apple Strudel 

COFFEE  TEA  DECAF

MIDNIGHT PARTY
OPEN BAR

DJ & Dancing, 

Hats, Noisemakers,

Champagne Toast 

$85.00 p.p.+ tax & tip

NEW YEARS EVE
Early Seatings

Starting at
$38.00 p.p.+ tax & tip

Call For Reservations

NEW YEARS DAY
Brunch, 12pm - 3pm
Dinner, 3pm - 8pm

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20 10pm
Bring an unwrapped toy GET A FREE DRINK

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
The family of the Red Hook 
man shot dead by a police 
offi cer in November put 
him to rest at a funeral in 
Clinton Hill on Dec. 6.

Akai Gurley’s younger 
brother Malachi Palmer 
choked up as he read a 
poem at the services inside 
Brown Memorial Baptist 
Church, and their mother 
Sylvia Palmer was set to 
say a few words, but opted 
not to because she was too 
overcome to speak. The for-
malities of the funeral were 
a balm after the trauma 
Gurley suffered, according 
to a friend of the family.

“We wanted to bury 
Akai with grace and dig-
nity after everything he 
experienced,” said activist 
Kevin Powell, who deliv-
ered the eulogy.

Gurley died on Nov. 20 
after Offi cer Peter Liang 
shot him once in the chest 
inside the Louis H. Pink 
Houses in East New York. 
Liang and another cop 
were sweeping the dark 
stairwell, and Liang shot 
Gurley once as he entered 
one fl ight below, according 
to cops.

Liang had his gun drawn 
when Gurley opened the 
door, and Liang fi red the 
fatal shot without warning, 
according to reports. Police 
Commissioner Bill Bratton 

called Gurley a “total inno-
cent” and the shooting an 
“unfortunate accident.”

The city paid for the 
funeral, according to re-
ports.

Notably absent was civil-
rights fi rebrand Al Sharp-
ton, who Gurley’s family 
asked to steer clear after 
his National Action Net-
work sent out an advisory 
listing the funeral as the 
evening before, and touting 
Sharpton as the eulogist. 
Gurley’s aunt lashed out 
at Sharpton  in the pages 
of the New York Post , tell-
ing him to keep his public-
ity machine away from the 
memorial. 

Sharpton has appeared 
at press conferences with 
Gurley’s live-in girlfriend 
and daughter, while Assem-
blyman Charles Barron (D–
East New York) has spoken 
alongside Gurley’s parents 
and another girlfriend, Me-
lissa Butler, who was with 
Gurley when he died. 

Barron has blasted 
Sharpton for calling the 
shooting an “accident.”

In the wake of the con-
troversial grand jury de-
cisions not to indict the 
police offi cers who killed 
unarmed black men Mi-
chael Brown in Ferguson, 
Missouri, and Eric Garner 
in Staten Island, Brook-
lyn District Attorney Ken 

Thompson  announced on 
Dec. 5 that he is working 
to bring Gurley’s killing 
before a grand jury to con-
sider charges against Li-
ang . 

On Monday, state Attor-
ney General Eric Schnei-
derman, with the backing 
of many city and state pols, 
including Borough Presi-
dent Adams, called on Gov. 
Cuomo to appoint him as 
special prosecutor for all 
cases where offi cers killed 
unarmed civilians, saying 
it would “restore public 
trust.”

In response, Thompson 
reiterated his strong opin-
ion that, in Kings County, 
he is the guy for the job.

“As the duly elected dis-
trict attorney of Brooklyn, 
I am adamantly opposed 
to the request by the New 
York state attorney gen-
eral for authority to inves-
tigate and potentially pros-
ecute alleged acts of police 
brutality,” Thompson said 
in a statement. “No one is 
more committed to ensur-
ing equal justice under the 
law than I am.”

Gurley’s family has not 
expressed a preference as 
to who it should be, but they 
think a special prosecutor is 
defi nitely necessary given 
the everyday realities of 
Brooklyn’s courts, Powell 
said.

Funeral for Red Hook police-shooting victim

Saying goodbye
PULLING THEIR WEIGHT: Pallbearers carry Akai Gurley’s casket out of Brown Memorial Baptist 
Church. Photo by Elizabeth Graham
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fl ew out of control and 
clipped Courier photogra-
pher Georgine Benvenuto in 
the nose with one of its spin-
ning, uncovered blades.

“It literally chipped off a 
tip of my nose,” said Benve-
nuto, using tissues to stanch 
the blood. “It took off part of 
my nose and cut me here, 
right under my chin.”

Benvenuto said she’s just 
thankful she wasn’t blinded 
in the name of love.

“Thank god it didn’t go 
anywhere under my eye — 
that is my livelihood.”

Drone operator David 
Quiones said an accident 
like this had never happened 
before, and even blamed our 
reporter for the bloodshed. 

Quiones had encouraged 
our reporter to let him land 
the smaller of the two air-
craft on her hand, but she 
fl inched when the 10-inch 
drone touched down — and 
he said that is what caused 
the four-bladed fl ying ma-
chine to careen into the 
face of our photographer 
nearby. But Benvenuto in-
sisted that the responsibil-
ity lies with the man oper-
ating the controls. 

“He is the one control-
ling it — he needs to be 
more careful,” she said. 

A spokeswoman for TGI 
Friday’s insisted that ear-
lier Mobile Mistletoe events 

in Long Island and Texas 
incurred no casualties and 
dismissed concerns about 
further injuries — even 
from the much larger, 23-
inch drone sporting six un-
covered propellers — say-
ing that customers will 
stay clear of the whirling, 
fi ve-inch blades.

“We do not let consum-
ers touch it,” said Frances 
Karkosak, a spokeswoman 
for the restaurant chain.

Diners at the Harkness 
Avenue eatery were more 
amused than threatened 
by the kiss-coaxing drones 
looming overhead, saying 
Benvenuto’s injury was 
just a fl esh wound.

“It was like a scratch 
on her nose,” said Karim 
Turner of Yonkers, who 
didn’t witness the incident 
but saw a photo of the re-

sult. “I’ve seen far more 
worse blood than that.”

Another man, who hap-
pily kissed his wife under 
the heavy downdraft of the 
larger drone, said the fl ying 
toy might even make a good 
Christmas gift for his wife. 

“If you wanna bring it to 
the house, she’s gonna blow 
dry her hair with it,” said 
George Gonzales, who has 
been coming to TGI Fri-
day’s with his wife for their 
twice-a-week “date night” 
for almost 16 years.  

Quiones isn’t worried 
that the drone strike on 
Benvenuto will be the kiss 
of death for the restaurant 
chain’s Mobile Mistletoe 
holiday promotion, saying 
that people won’t be scared 
away because they already 
know — and disregard — 
the risks. 

Continued from page 1 

DRONE

DRONE DISASTER: During a demo the drome operator lost control 
of the contraption and our very own photographer Georgine Ben-
venuto was hit, causing uncontrollable bleeding in her nose and 
chin. Community News Group / Vanessa Ogle

alence of seedy establish-
ments comes as no shock.

“We’re only seeing the 
tip of the iceberg,” said 
Dyker Heights resident Bob 
Cassara. “God knows what 
we’re not seeing, and it’s 
slowly but surely degrad-
ing the neighborhood.”

 Locals from Bay Ridge to 
Gravesend  have been  com-
plaining about the ribald 
rub-down joints for years . 

 Police raided 12 area 
spas and arrested 19 people  
for charges including pros-
titution in July, 2013. 

Law enforcement of-
fi cials shuttered another 
fi ve parlors borough-wide 
and  arrested six people in a 
September 2013 sting . 

This year, local lead-
ers called on the Depart-
ment of Buildings to aid 

the fi ght against shady shi-
atsu spots by issuing viola-
tions to spas that  don’t have 
the “physical culture estab-
lishment” permit required 
to operate spas, gyms, and 
dance clubs , and it appears 
the department took heed. 

Police were joined on 
the raid by investigators 
from the Mayor’s Offi ce 
of Special Enforcement, 
which includes inspec-
tors from the Fire Depart-
ment and the Department 
of Buildings. Offi cials from 
those agencies handed out 
two partial vacate orders, 
71 building code violations, 
and 20 fi re code violations 
to the nine sites, accord-
ing to prosecutors. The city 
also slapped three alleged 
dens of vice with stop-work 
orders because the build-
ings had been illegally 
converted, Department of 
Buildings records show. 
The New York State Work-

ers’ Compensation Board 
also hit parlor owners for 
violations of labor laws.

Cassara said the build-
ings department’s presence 
is a promising sign.

“I think that’s a good 
step,” he said. “Finally some-
body is putting pressure on 
them to get their act together 
— that’s good news.”

Earlier this year, Cas-
sara formed the Brooklyn 
Housing Preservation Al-
liance, a grassroots group 
aiming to raise awareness 
about and prevent the ille-
gal conversion of homes and 
businesses. The news that 
several parlors renovated 
their buildings without per-
mits should be a wake-up 
call for the city, he said.

“This adds credence to 
what we’ve been saying — 
there’s all sorts of illegal ac-
tivity going on and it’s hap-
pening under everybody’s 
noses,” Cassara said.

PARLORS
Continued from page 1

Oldest Italian Restaurant in Brooklyn

451 CARROLL STREET    BROOKLYN, NY 11215
718.852.7800   www.montesnyc.com

Open:  Tuesday – Friday, 5 – 11pm    Saturday & Sunday, 12noon – 11pm
Private Parties    Parking    We Only Accept AMEX and Cash

Est. 1906

Restaurant  Wood Fired Pizza  Bar

We are now 
taking reservations for 
Christmas Eve 

and  
New Year’s Eve

Call us for menu details 
and reservations

Join us this Holiday Season

Book Your Next  Holiday Party Or Family Reunion With Us....

EMBERS
STEAKHOUSE

9519 3rd Avenue    
For Reservations 718-745-3700

www.EMBERSBAYRIDGE.COM

“He knows you have been d
ieting

       He knows you need a Steak”

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Come Celebrate 

the Holidays with Us!
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World Class Orthopaedic Care at our State-of-the-Art Facility: 
761 Merrick Avenue   Westbury   516.357.8777

Manhattan | Brooklyn | Queens | Nassau | Suffolk

Learn more and schedule an appointment online nyspine.com


