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BY MAX JAEGER
The city is moving forward 
with work on a controversial 
waste transfer station in Gra-
vesend, and opponents may 
ask a judge to block construc-
tion.

“This is outrageous,” said 
Assemblyman William Colton 
(D–Bensonhurst), who sued to 
block the station in 2012. The 
opponents lost the case, but 
fi led an appeal in November. 
Colton said the city shouldn’t 
start work on the project while 
the appeal is pending.

“They’re proceeding to do 
construction while an appeal 
has been fi led, and by doing 
that they’re showing a callous 
disregard of taxpayer money. 
Our lawyers are meeting and 
we are looking at seeking an 
injunction.”

The Department of Design 
and Construction issued a let-
ter to elected offi cials on Dec. 
2, which state Sen. Martin 
Golden (R–Bay Ridge) made 
public, that states the city is 
beginning construction of the 
transfer station at 400 Bay 41st 
St. this month. 

Garbage trucks dump trash 
at the stations, and  workers 
put the refuse onto barges to 
ship it outside the city . 

Residents and elected rep-
resentatives complain  the 
site will lead to increased 
truck traffi c and air pollution 
around the station . 

A garbage incinerator op-
erated on the site from the 
1950s to the 1990s, and locals 
fear that dredging Gravesend 
Bay to accommodate trash 
barges will stir up a host of 
toxic chemicals. 

A 2013 soil study found 

BY MAX JAEGER
Not our problem.

That is what the head of the 
Department of Education said 
when asked at a Bay Ridge 
community education coun-
cil meeting on Dec. 10 if she 
plans to share information 
with other city agencies to 
help combat the illegal home 
conversions that contribute to 
school overcrowding. 

“It’s certainly not, I don’t 
think, the Department of Edu-
cation’s role to play in this — 
it would be more of housing,” 
said schools chancellor Car-
men Fariña.

There is a link between 
school overcrowding and 
diced-up homes that desper-
ately needs to be addressed, 
a member of the District 20 
council said.

“We have a signifi cant over-
crowding problem that’s being 
made signifi cantly worse by 
tremendous number of illegal 
conversions of homes, and it’s 
a tremendous problem in the 
community,” said Mark Bra-
mante.

 This paper’s analysis of 
city data shows that the ar-

Dept. of Ed. 
won’t help 
spot illegal 

housing 

Continued on page 13Continued on page 13

A CNG Publication Vol. 69 No. 51 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

Amanda Quinones and Sharon Wein, dancers from Millennium Development who performed at the 
Carmine Carro Community Center tree lighting in Marine Park, show off their holiday spirit. For more 
on the fun, see page 16. Photo by Steve Solomonson
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BY VANESSA OGLE
These kids may be small — but their tal-
ents are huge. 

The 15th-annual talent show at Sheep-
shead Bay’s PS 238 on Dec. 11 gave young-
sters a chance to show off their skills at 
singing, dancing, and playing instruments 
on stage at the school’s holiday show. 

The night was all about watching their 
little stars shine, according to one of the 
organizers.  

“There is a lot of talent in our school 

— we have some kids that are going to go 
professional,” said Ilene Mizrach, the tal-
ent show’s music director.

There were 24 acts in the show, includ-
ing a few teacher performances. 

Mizrach said she organizes the pro-
gram with Shari Ribiat, the show’s 
dance director. 

Because there was such an array ad-
mirable of performances, Mizrach said 
it would be impossible to narrow down a 
single star student. 

“All the children are winners — we 
don’t want to make it that any particu-
lar act was better than others,” she said. 
“They’re all good in their own ways. It is 
an expression of their talents.”

The youngsters practice all year for 
the talent show, and sometimes the kids 
even practice their performances after 
school or during their lunch hour — but 
Mizrach said it is all worth it. 

“The kids really love doing this,” she 
said. 
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By Trupti Rami

Talk about going out on a limb!
“Eyes of Time,” the latest 

exhibit at the Brooklyn Museum’s 
Elizabeth A. Sackler Center for Feminist 
Art is a 60-foot wall mural featuring 
Kali, the Hindu goddess of destruction 
and rebirth, who has six arms, three 
legs, and three breasts. The artist respon-
sible said she spent years developing 
the female-focused imagery used in the 
show, during which time she became 
especially drawn to Kali — one of the 
female figures honored in Judy Chicago’s 
famed installation “The Dinner Party,” 
which is the centerpiece of the center’s 
collection. 

“Kali represents as certain kind of 
femininity that we don’t often see rep-

resented,” said Chitra Ganesh, who was 
born and raised in Brooklyn and has 
lived in Ditmas Park for the past 10 years. 
“The fact that she’s portrayed as angry 
and confrontational and powerful, not a 
dainty lady.”

Hanging above the mural are over 
150 prayer flags, which are intended to 
invoke an institution or temple, Ganesh 
said. The flags — each of which has a 
silkscreen image printed on it — are 
made from her mother’s old saris, as well 
as materials she picked up on her travels 
to India and Vietnam, fabric houses in the 
Garment District, and Materials for the 
Arts in Long Island City.

“I was living in India last year for one 
year with my partner, that’s when we 
sourced,” she said. “I went to these amaz-

ing markets in New Dehli and Saigon to 
get some of the materials.” 

In addition to the mural, the exhibition 
features five prints exploring feminine 
images from artists Shoichi Ida, Kiki 
Smith, and Barbara Jones-Hogu Born, 
as well as “Tales of Amnesia,” an Indian 
comic book-inspired zine Ganesh made 
in 2002. On a column in the middle of 
the room, there are two small, ancient 
sculptures of Kali and the Egyptian war-
rior goddess Sekhmet.

“The museum has an extraordinary 
collection,” said Ganesh. “To have fig-
ures of Kali and Sekhmet that were from 
the 17th century and 664 B.C.E., respec-
tively, just sitting on the column with my 
stuff was amazing.”

This is Ganesh’s first solo show at 

the Brooklyn Museum. She said that 
putting together the show inside the arts 
institution was a profound experience in 
and of itself, as she discovered just how 
many people in the borough her art could 
reach.

“Working there when it was both open 
and closed you see old people, young 
people, rich people, poor people, school 
groups, individuals, artists,” she said. “It’s 
really very active, happening space.”

“Chitra Ganesh: Eyes of Time” at 
Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
between Washington and Flatbush 
avenues in Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000, www.brooklynmuseum.org]. 
Exhibition runs through July 12. $12 ($8 
members and students, free for children 
under 12).

D’Park artist creates 60-foot mural celebrating Hindu goddess

Hand of goddess: Artist Chitra Ganesh with her new mural 
“Eyes of Time” at the Brooklyn Museum. Photo by Cate Dingley

Heavily armed
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YOUNG AND TALENTED: (Above)  rling Arutunyan shows off her dancing skills at PS 238’s talent show on Dec. 11. (Left) Leah Parris dances to the hits 
“Habits” and “Fireball.” (Right) Timothy Gordon performs on the piano.  Photos by Steven Schnibbe

STARS SHINE AT PS 238
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BY VANESSA OGLE
Police have arrested the man 
they believe slashed tires on 
dozens of cars in Sheepshead 
Bay and Midwood on Dec. 14.

Eduard Ivashcenko, a 
21-year-old man from Sheep-
shead Bay, was arrested on 
Dec. 15 for allegedly slash-
ing the tires on at least 71 ve-
hicles — and authorities say 
that number could increase if 
more victims step forward to 
press charges.

“Some of them are prob-
ably afraid to make reports,” 
said an NYPD spokesman.

Since the vandalism oc-
curred in predominantly Jew-
ish neighborhoods, some had 
feared that the slasher was 
specifi cally targeting Jews, 
but authorities say that is not 
the case.

“It is not a hate crime,” said 
the spokesman.

Police say Ivashcenko, who 
is Jewish, targeted vehicles 
from Quentin Road to Ave-
nue S in Midwood and E. 17th 
Street to Bedford Avenue in 
Sheepshead Bay between mid-
night and 2 am. 

One of the women who 
was victimized said she was 
shocked when she saw her car 
— but she was appalled when 
she realized multiple tires in 
her neighborhood were de-
stroyed. 

“It was fl at, and then I 
found out when I went to the 
tire place that it was slashed 
— all over my neighborhood,” 
said Liz Simonello, who lives 
on E. 23rd Street, and shelled 
out more than $100 to replace 
her set of wheels.  

A local elected offi cial ap-
plauded the neighborhood for 
working together with the po-
lice to catch the suspect — and 
he said residents who were af-

fected by the incident should 
report their story to the po-
lice. 

“I want to commend resi-
dents for providing the NYPD 
access to security footage that 
assisted the NYPD in tracking 
the suspect,” said Councilman 
Chaim Deutsch (D–Sheep-
shead Bay). “This incident 
highlights the importance of 
reporting every crime to the 
police, and the value of police 

and community working to-
gether.”  

Police say Ivashcenko is 
being charged with criminal 
possession of a weapon and 
criminal mischief.

Ivashcenko told police that 
he went on the tire-slashing 
rampage after an argument 
with his mother, according to 
authorities.

Ivashcenko’s lawyer could 
not be reached for comment.

BY MAX JAEGER
Police arrested a 23-year-old 
man on Dec. 11 who is sus-
pected of keeping a store of 
guns, drugs, and stolen mo-
torcycles in his Bay Parkway 
home.

Plainclothes cops allege 
that they saw the man sell 
Oxycodone pills to three 
other men outside of his 
apartment at Bay Parkway 
and Bath Avenue in Gra-
vesend over 12 days starting 
on Nov. 29. 

Police got a warrant and 
searched the suspect’s house 
at 6:15 am on Dec. 11, alleg-
edly fi nding 261 Oxycodone 
pills, .06 ounces of Molly, 64 

Clonazepam pills, 14 ounces 
of an unidentifi ed white pow-
der, a pill press, $3,000 in 
cash, a knife, two air guns, 
seven motorcycles, and as-
sorted motorcycle parts, law 
enforcement sources said.

The suspect allegedly de-
faced the motorcycles’ vehi-
cle identifi cation numbers, 
and police believe he was re-
placing parts on the bikes to 
hide their origins.

Police describe the sus-
pect as a repeat offender who 
has an arrest record dat-
ing to 2007 for robbery, drug 
possession, altering vehicle 
identifi cation numbers, and 
weapons possession.

BY MAX JAEGER
A fi re in a Coney Island 
apartment building 
killed a 31-year-old man 
and injured fi ve other 
people early on Dec. 12.

The blaze broke out 
just before 2:50 am on 
the 19th fl oor of the Sea 
Side Houses on W. 33rd 
Street, fi re offi cials said.

Police identifi ed the 
victim as resident Vi-
taliy Narodetskiy. Fire-
fi ghters pulled the un-
conscious man from the 
building, and paramed-
ics rushed him to Coney 

Island Hospital, where 
he was pronounced dead 
at 3:46 am.

Paramedics treated 
four others for minor in-
juries at the scene, and a 
fi fth person was taken to 
the hospital with a seri-
ous injury, fi re offi cials 
said.

Firefi ghters brought 
the blaze under control 
by 3:48 am, a fi re de-
partment spokeswoman 
said.

Investigators are 
still determining what 
caused the fi re.

PHARMACY-CUM-ARMORY: Police recovered two air guns, a knife, 
and an array of drugs from a suspect’s home after they arrested him 
on drug-dealing charges on Dec. 11. NYPD

BIG HAUL: Offi cers from the 62nd Precinct took a couple of weapons 
and a bevy of drugs off the streets after arresting an alleged drug 
dealer in Gravesend on Dec. 11. NYPD

Tire-slash suspect busted

Cops: Gravesend 
drug-dealer busted
Raid fi nds pills, knife, air guns, cycles

TIRED OF THIS: (Above) Liz Simonello was one of more than 71 victims 
in Sheepshead Bay and Midwood whose tires were slashed on Dec. 14. 
(Below) A resident on E. 23rd Street and Avenue S changes his tire. 
 Photos by Steve Solomonson

FLAMED OUT: One man died and fi ve others 
were injured after a blaze broke out on the 19th 
fl oor of the Sea Side Apartments in Coney Is-
land early on Dec. 12. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Fatal blaze in Coney Island
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Wishing you a happy holiday season 
and a joyous New Year - 

from the NYCB Family of Banks to your family.

Warmest Wishes

Happy Holiday Season.
for a

Students $5
Traveling To Any 

Local School
(ALL YEAR LONG)

$5
ALL LOCAL

CALLS
(ALL YEAR LONG)

EARLY BIRD
SPECIAL $27
To Downtown NYC
From 7am To 10am

(EZ PASS INCLUDED)

JFK $35 LGA $30
Newark $45
          +Tolls
(LIMITED TIME OFFER)

CAR SERVICE
Base L # B02738

718-238-0404
WE GO ANYWHERE!

www.explorercarservicevip.com

24 HRS
Like Our Service?

Download Our Free App
at MY TAXI RIDE

Explorer Car Service
6809 3rd Avenue

BY MAX JAEGER
A move by the new chairman of Co-
ney Island’s Community Board 13 is 
prompting its longtime district man-
ager to retire at the end of the year 
over the issue of unused vacation days 
— and the departure could leave the 
neighborhood without a replacement 
for much of next year.

CB13 district manager Chuck Re-
ichenthal announced his retirement 
during the board’s Dec. 15 meeting, 
and some board members say the 
chairman is pushing Reichenthal out, 
while others contend his salary and 
benefi ts are a liability to the board. 

For his part, the district manager 
said he doesn’t want to step down.

“I would rather not retire,” Re-
ichenthal said. “If I stay, there’s time 
to fi x this.”

City employees in managerial po-
sitions accrue “annual leave” and can 
roll unused days into the next calen-
dar year if a supervisor signs off — 
otherwise,  unused leave converts to 
sick leave, city documents show . City 
managers who quit their jobs with un-
used leave on the books are owed pay 
for those days, with sick-leave days 
worth just one third of unused annual-
leave days.

Reichenthal has accrued months 
worth of annual leave during his 22-
year tenure — though the exact num-
bers are unclear, according to board 
members. Now CB13’s new chairman 
Stephen “Butch” Moran, who has 
served in the unpaid position since 
July, is refusing to let Reichenthal once 
again roll those days over at the end of 
this year. 

That put Reichental in a position of 
either retiring at year’s end and col-
lecting the full amount he is owed, or 
staying on and watching two thirds of 
his back pay evaporate as the annual 
leave converts into sick days.

Now, when Reichental retires, the 
CB13 will have to pay him for all his 
unused time off, leaving no money left 
in the board’s budget to hire a new 
manager, members said. 

Reichenthal made $94,993 this year, 
 according to payroll information ob-
tained by the Empire Center . 

The board’s expense budget for fi s-
cal year 2015 is $263,630, according 

to the comptroller’s offi ce, of which 
$51,000 goes to rent. The city allocated 
the CB13 $185,180 for payroll this fi scal 
year, which runs from July 1 to June 
30, 2015, data shows. The board has 
spent $72,600 and has $92,570 remain-
ing,  according to the comptroller’s of-
fi ce .

The board’s exact fi nancial situa-
tion won’t be clear until Borough Hall 
processes Reichenthal’s retirement pa-
pers, but CB13 stands to be without a 
district manager for months, Moran 
said. 

As the lowest level of city govern-
ment, a district manager’s main job 
is to fi eld citizen complaints, resolv-
ing problems where possible by coor-
dinating with city agencies. A district 
manager also runs the community 

CB13 chairman may bankrupt board 
by pushing out district manager 

BOARD WALK: Longtime Community Board 
13 District Manager Chuck Reichenthal is be-
ing pushed into retirement, leaving CB13 in a 
tough spot. File photo by Bob Hacken

A reluctant 
retirement

 Courier Life Classifieds call (718) 260—2555

Continued on page 24
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BY VANESSA OGLE
An iconic Sheepshead Bay res-
taurant is serving its last meal 
this week. 

The El Greco Diner is clos-
ing its doors on Friday after 
more than 40 years in busi-
ness. The Emmons Avenue 
business was sold on Dec. 12 
and one of El Greco’s  former 
owners said the buyers will 
be demolishing the building 
to build a new development, 
though he did not specify what 
it type of development.  

“They gave me some indi-
cation that they’re going to do 
some type of development,” 
said Peter Venetoklis, who 
is one of the diner’s several 
familial owners and would 
not disclose the selling price. 

“They’re knocking the build-
ing down.”

The diner was severely 
damaged during Hurricane 
Sandy —  it lost more than 
$60,000 worth of food in the 
superstorm and the electrical 
outage that followed  — and 
Venetoklis said that the fam-
ily had been trying to sell the 
business for more than a year. 

“We’ve known it has been 
coming for a while for various 
reasons,” he said. “It is almost 
a given that it makes sense ec-
onomically.”

But one resident said he is 
upset that developers are us-
ing the devastating storm as 
leverage over business own-
ers. He said it wouldn’t sur-
prise him if the developer’s 

plans included condos or 
apartments, especially be-
cause there are several other 
major developments happen-
ing in the area.  

“Developers are licking 
their chops, they smell op-
portunity,” said Steve Barri-
son, the president of the Bay 
Improvement Group, adding 
that  developers are building 
residential towers in Brighton 
Beach  and  on Sheepshead Bay 
Road . “Generally developers 

want to put in housing — you 
have three major things now.”

For longtime locals, the loss 
of the seaside staple is a devas-
tating blow. One resident, who 
grew up only a 10-minute walk 
away from the eatery, said the 
diner was a big part of her life 
growing up. 

“Our dad would take us 
there every Sunday morning 
for breakfast,” said Denise 
Chavez, who held her high 
school graduation celebra-

tion at El Greco. “I remember 
when the booths had juke-
boxes and we could listen to 
music. It was a great place to 
go get breakfast with the fam-
ily.”

Venetoklis agreed that the 
sale is bittersweet for his own 
family. 

“My father built the place 
40 years ago but we all know 
nothing’s forever,” said Vene-
toklis. “We’re still process-
ing.”

Beloved S’Bay diner to close

END OF AN ERA: The El Greco Diner on Emmons Avenue in Sheepshead Bay is closing on Dec. 19 — and the new 
owners are demolishing the diner and building a development.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

Antío, 
El Greco
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your skin deserves a second chance

Laser Tattoo Removal/Revision
SAFELY AND PERMANENTLY

Botox / Dysport / Xeomin  Facial Fillers  Spider Veins Chemical Peels 

Laser Hair Removal  Microdermabrasion  Fractional Resurfacing

9921 Fourth Avenue  Brooklyn, NY 11209 

COSMETIC: 718.833.2793  ALTERNATE: 718.833.7616 

WWW.BAYRIDGEDERM.COM

COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE 
DAVID BIRO, M.D., PH.D.

Have you had a change of heart?

in your own neighborhood...

—GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE FOR ALL SERVICES—

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday 2-8pm
Tuesday 2-6pm
Thursday 2-6pm
Friday 9am-3pm

HAS MOVED TO A NEW LOCATION
2422 Knapp Street
Brooklyn, NY 11235

718.989.2264

Please Call for appointment

Dr. Joseph Buono MD

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
The queen of Motown is going to let 
the good times roll at the Loew’s Kings 
Theatre in Flatbush at its grand re-
opening.

Diana Ross is set to reach out and 
touch a few thousand somebodies as 
the fi rst act to take the stage on Feb. 
3. The big show will reopen the pic-
ture palace that has been shuttered for 
nearly 40 years and is in the closing 
weeks of a nearly $100-million over-
haul. A Brooklyn booster hailed the 
news.

“It is only fi tting that the crown 
jewel of Flatbush, and one of the fi nest 
theaters in America, will have one of 
the greatest artists ever as its inaugu-
ral show,” said Chamber of Commerce 
head Carlo Scissura. “By bringing 
Broadway back to Brooklyn, the Kings 
Theatre will be a destination for peo-
ple across the country — and Diana 
Ross is the perfect performer to raise 
the curtain.”

Opened in 1929 as a movie theater, 
the Kings Theatre was one of New 
York’s fi ve sumptuously decorated 
Loew’s Wonder Theatres, and operated 
for decades alongside several other 
massive cinemas on Flatbush Avenue. 

It closed shop in 1977, in the name 
of money, not love, and in subsequent 
years lost light fi xtures to thieves, or-
nate plaster-work to water damage, 
and red-velvet drapes to mildew.

In 2012, Ace Theatrical Group inked 
a deal with the city to restore the cin-
ema to its former glory. 

The woodwork and marble fl oors 

were largely intact and the restorers, 
convinced that the mountain was high 
enough, but not too high to surmount, 
began a $94-million restoration of their 
love child, with taxpayers footing half 
of the bill. 

Tickets for “An Evening with Diana 
Ross” are on sale now.

“An Evening with Diana Ross” at 
the Loew’s Kings Theatre (1027 Flat-
bush Ave. between Duryea and Regent 
places in Flatbush, http://www.king-
stheatre.com/shows/an-evening-with-
diana-ross). Feb. 3 at 8 pm. Tickets 
start at $100.

FIT FOR A QUEEN: The Loew’s Kings Theatre 
on Flatbush Avenue will reopen in February 
with an inaugural concert by Diana Ross.
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Start in the 
name of love!

A LOVE SUPREME: Diana Ross just hit 70, but she is still working stages. 
 Associated Press / Vince Bucci

Diana Ross to christen renovated Kings Theatre
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Exceptional public education.
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68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Robbed for moped
Two gun-toting robbers stole $65, 

a cellphone, and the keys to a moped 
from a delivery guy on Shore Road 
on Dec. 12. 

The victim was making a deliv-
ery on the road between 88th street 
and Narrows Avenue in Bay Ridge 
at 8:05 pm when the pair whipped 
out a black fi rearm and took his 
stuff, police said.

Tool heist
Someone stole $13,350 in tools 

from a 74th Street basement some-
time between Dec. 8 and 9. 

The victim told police that the 
burglar broke into the basement be-
tween Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Bay Ridge sometime between 10:15 
pm that Monday and 6 am the next 
day, a police report states.

Internet cafe hacked
Someone tore into the Sheetrock 

above the back door of a Fort Hamil-
ton Parkway Internet cafe on Dec. 14 
and stole $400 and two credit cards 
from inside the establishment. 

The cafe is between 62nd and 
63rd streets in Dyker Heights, and 
the break-in happened between 2 
am and 10:30 am, police said.

TV and a side of cash
A burglar broke into a Third Av-

enue restaurant on Dec. 11 and stole 
$1,700 and a television. 

The intruder busted the lock on 
a back door to the establishment, 
which sits between 72nd and 73rd 
streets in Bay Ridge, sometime be-
tween 12:30 am and 10:45 am, police 
reports state.

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Beat for phone
Police say two brutes from 

Kingston, N.Y., are blind-siding peo-
ple and stealing their cellphones in 
Gravesend.

• The pugilistic pair pinched a 
phone from a guy on 18th Avenue on 
Dec. 8. 

The two came up behind their 
victim between 84th and 85th 
streets in Bensonhurst at 10:50 pm 
and pushed him to the ground, po-
lice said. The two took the victim’s 
phone and fl ed in a car registered to 
a guy living in Kingston.

• The dastardly duo did the same 
thing to a guy on 86th Street be-
tween Bay 14th Street and 17th Av-
enue in Bensonhurst at 2:30 pm on 
Dec. 9, police said.

Both victims had bruised faces 
after the attacks, police reports 
state.

Copper and robbers
Someone broke into an 18th Av-

enue apartment and stole copper 
pipes from all three fl oors of the 
building on Dec. 11. 

The burglar entered the resi-
dence between 81st and 82nd streets 
in Bensonhurst at 10 am through a 
basement storm door and kicked in 
the interior door to gain access to 
the fi rst, second, and third fl oors, 
police said. 

The victim told police he just 
bought the building and he believes 
someone who had a basement key 
was responsible for the break-in.

Van looted
Someone broke into a Verizon 

truck in a Shore Parkway parking 
lot and stole electronics on Dec. 3. 

The burglary went down in a lot 
between Bay 41st and Bay 43rd in 
Gravesend streets at 1 am, police re-
ports state.

Burglar pinched
Police arrested a guy who alleg-

edly broke into a Bay Ridge Avenue 
apartment on Dec. 9. 

The guy allegedly broke into 
a home between 20th and 21st av-
enues in Bensonhurst at 12:45 pm, 
but a police offi cer picked him up as 
he was leaving the building at 1:05 
pm, police said. 

Law enforcement offi cials are 
claiming the man had a set of bur-
glars tools, a police report states.

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—

SEAGATE

Now that’s low
A nogoodnik stole a hearing 

aid from a disabled girl on W. 33rd 
Street in Coney Island on Dec. 8. 

The girl and her stepfather were 
between Surf and Bayview avenues 
on their way home at 1:15 am when 
the scoundrel plucked the device 
straight from her ear and ran, po-
lice said.

Copped call
A guy took the phone straight 

from a 15-year-old boy’s pocket on 

the corner of Neptune Avenue in 
Brighton Beach on Dec. 5. 

The kid was near Ocean Park-
way wrapping up a phone conver-
sation and popped the device in 
his pants pocket. But, as he did, the 
guy plucked it right back out, police 
said. 

The goon threatened to beat the 
kid up if he didn’t scram, a police re-
port states.

Four-on-one
A quartet of brutes beat a guy on 

Neptune Avenue in Coney Island on 
Dec. 9 — and stole $150 and a Met-
roCard. 

The victim was near W. 19th 
Street at 11:30 pm when the four-
some pushed him to the ground and 
started punching and kicking him, 
police said. 

One of the villains reached into 
the guy’s pocket and took his cash 
and transit card before fl eeing in a 
white, four-door sedan, a police re-
port states.

Home invasion
Three gun-toting miscreants 

busted into a W. 28th Street apart-
ment and stole $30 and electronics 
on Dec. 9. 

The trio burst into the apartment 
between Surf and Neptune avenues 
in Coney Island at 10 pm, police 
said. One guy whipped out a silver 
handgun and held it at the resident 
while the other two ransacked the 
pad, a police report states.

— Max Jaeger

63RD PRECINCT
MARINE PARK —MILL BASIN—FLATLANDS—

BERGEN BEACH

Trio of terrors 
Cops cuffed three suspects for a 

robbery on Mill Avenue on Dec. 12, 
according to a report. 

Offi cers say the alleged thieves 
worked as a team to steal a victim’s 
wallet on Mayfi eld Drive North at 
2:10 pm. 

Police say one of the suspects 
displayed a black fi rearm while the 
other stole the victim’s wallet and 
a third waited nearby in a getaway 
vehicle. 

Grisly genital gunfi re 
Police arrested one of the sus-

pects they claim was responsible 
for a gruesome genital attack dur-
ing a two-person robbery on E. 42nd 
Street on Dec. 12. 

Authorities say the two suspects 
approached the victim near Ave-
nue H at 2:30 pm. Offi cers said the 
arrested suspect pulled out a black 
fi rearm and told the victim to empty 
his pockets. After the stealing the 
victim’s wallet, the perpetrator shot 
the man twice, striking him in his 
penis, scrotum, and both thighs, ac-
cording to police. 

Offi cers arrested one of the sus-
pects the same day and he is being 
charged with attempted murder 
and robbery, according to a police 
report. 

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

Shocking scene
Two gun-wielding goons robbed 

an electronics store on Nostrand 
Avenue on Dec. 9, according to a re-
port.

Offi cers say the men entered the 
store between Avenues X and Y with 
their faces covered at 11 pm and stole 
items and cash. Authorities say the 
men fl ed on foot. 

Agile thief 
A sneaky burglar stole a large 

lump sum from a senior citizen’s 
apartment on E. 15th Street on Dec. 
9, an offi cer stated. 

Police say the crook snuck into 
the residence between Avenues U 
and V through a side window at 
7:45 am. Authorities say the thief 
stole $1,800 from the senior citizen’s 
drawer.  

Jewelry juggernaut 
A ruthless robber ransacked a 

home on Celeste Court on Dec. 10, 
police say. 

Authorities say the crook broke 
into the home between Devon and 
Everett avenues at 1:30 am. The bur-
glar broke the glass window on the 
front door of the victim’s home to 
enter the house and the thief dashed 
away with stolen jewelry, police re-
lated.

Card crook 
A stealthy thief stole a victim’s 

credit and debit card from a home 
on E. 21st Street on Dec. 12, accord-
ing to authorities. 

Offi cers say the crook broke into 
the home between Avenues T and U 
at 1:30 am.  The burglar broke into 
the house through the front win-
dow, according to reports. 

— Vanessa Ogle

 Courier Life Classifieds call (718) 260—2555
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BY VANESSA OGLE
Gravesend’s history is preserved — at 
least for now. 

The Lady Moody house on Gra-
vesend Neck Road between Van Sick-
len Street and McDonald Avenue was 
one of almost 100 sites across the city 
that the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission had planned to remove 
from the calendar for landmark con-
sideration, and one elected offi cial 
said the public’s outcry helped put the 
kibosh on the move that would change 
the course of historical recognition.   

“I am pleased that the city’s Land-
marks Preservation Commission has 
decided to postpone indefi nitely its 
Dec. 9 hearing to ‘de-calendar’ nearly 
100 historic sites, including the Lady 
Deborah Moody House in my district,” 
said Assemblyman Steven Cymbrow-
itz (D–Sheepshead Bay). “Many peo-
ple — including me — found it highly 
disturbing when the city announced 
earlier this week that it planned to re-
move protections from about 100 build-
ings it had calendared prior to 2011. 
There was no opportunity for public 
input and very little notice that a hear-
ing would even take place.”

The Landmark Preservation Com-
mission was planning on removing 
seven Brooklyn sites from landmark 
consideration, including the Green-
Wood Cemetery —  Brooklyn’s larg-
est graveyard  — and  the Coney Island 
Pumping Station, which was built in 
1938 . 

The Lady Moody house is named 

after Deborah Moody, who founded the 
town of Gravesend in 1643. 

Moody left England because its 
strict Protestant rules clashed with 
her Anabaptist beliefs, and she heard 
the Dutch who lived in what is now 
Brooklyn were more liberal, accord-
ing to Brooklyn Borough Historian 
Ron Schweiger. 

But Schweiger cautioned that even 
though the home is old — it is rumored 
to be built in the mid-1600s — there is 
no proof that it was actually her home. 

“It is very old — the only stipula-
tion is everyone seems to be calling it 
the ‘Lady Moody House’ but there is 
no proof that is her’s,” said Schweiger, 
adding that the house has also been al-
tered extensively. “As far as landmark-
ing the house, it is an old house but the 
entire exterior of the house has been 
drastically changed.”

But regardless of the home’s histor-
ical relationship to Moody or its reno-
vations, Cymbrowitz said the Land-
marks Preservations commission 
needs to allow for more time to receive 
the community’s input before it per-
manently removes any site from con-
sideration.   

“This is not the way we operate in 
this city, and certainly not the way we 
should treat historic structures that 
can never be replaced,” he said. “Now, 
with the hearing postponed, the LPC 
will have the chance to give the list of 
sites the attention it deserves. These 
are not decisions to be made unilater-
ally or in haste.”

HISTORIC HOME: The Lady Moody House in Gravesend — which appears modern because of 
renovations but was built in the mid-1600s — is safe for now because the Landmarks Preser-
vation Commission has indefi nitely postponed the public hearing that could have removed 
nearly 100 sites from landmark consideration.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

Landmarks 
backs down
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BY MAX JAEGER
A high school’s new basketball team 
may extinguish a Brooklyn institu-
tion.

The decades-old Flames youth bas-
ketball league has met for league play 
in the gym at John Dewey High School 
for the last 20 years, but now the school 
suddenly says it needs the space on Sat-
urday mornings for its own basketball 
team, leaving several Flames teams 
— and nearly 200 youngsters — with 
nowhere to burn for the second half of 
the league’s season. 

Parents say the sudden snuffi ng 
will leave their kids without an afford-
able way to burn energy.

“My son David has severe ADHD, 
but when he comes home from bas-
ketball, he’s more focused — he’s able 
to actually sit down and do his home-
work, which is a big deal for me,” said 
Gravesender Amy Stahl, whose twin 
10-year-olds Lewis and David play in 
the league and whose husband, Mi-
chael, balled for the Flames 20 years 
ago. 

The family is looking for alterna-
tives, but Stahl said even low-cost op-
tions are a stretch for her working-
class household.

“So we became members of the 
YMCA. It’s $75 a month for four of us, 
but its basketball league is $200 plus 
membership,” said Stahl. “I’m a stay-
at-home mom. My husband is a mail 

carrier, and we’re taking care of my el-
derly father. We can’t afford that.”

The Flames charges players just $10 
a season, and affordability has been 
part of the mission of the league since 
its founding in the mid-1970s as a way 
to bridge racially and economically di-
vided communities in Southern Brook-
lyn, according to the league’s founder.

“We’re the tale of one city — we’ve 
been bringing poor and middle class 

kids together literally on the same pay-
ing fi eld,” said founder and Gravesend 
native Gerard Papa. “We were serving 
the under-served neighborhoods be-
fore people knew there were ‘under-
served neighborhoods.’ ”

About 20,000 kids have played 
for the Flames since the league was 
started by Papa, who has covered most 
of the costs out of his own pocket, and 
relied on access to the John Dewey 
gym for the past two decades.

The teams rent the gym from 9 am 
to 6 pm on Saturdays and Sundays, 
Papa said.

But the school recently started its 
own basketball program within the 
Public School Athletic League, and 
now says its teams need the space for 
weekend practices, putting out almost 
200 Flames players midway through 
their season.

School offi cials said the high school 
warned Papa last year that scheduling 
confl icts may arise.

“As we discussed last year, the 
fact that Dewey now has PSAL sports 
teams has put increased demand on 
our facilities and we cannot always 
guarantee that the space will be avail-
able at the times you want it for the 
Flames,” Dewey’s principal Kathleen 
Elvin wrote to Papa in an e-mail this 
paper obtained. “We will continue to 
juggle our Dewey schedule when pos-
sible to accommodate the Flames, but 

right now there just is not enough gym 
space to handle all of our needs at the 
same time.”

The Department of Education man-
dates that preference goes to pub-
lic school teams, according to a city 
spokeswoman.

But Papa is crying foul.
“They can make up reasons why 

they need the gym, but they don’t need 
it. The Board of Ed has some good peo-
ple, but it’s also full of people who like 
to throw their weight around,” he said.

This isn’t the fi rst time the Flames 
have found themselves homeless. The 
organization hosted games at Most 
Precious Blood since its inception in 
the mid-1970s, but after a progressive 
pastor retired, the new boss gave the 
team the heave-ho — reportedly over 
who was playing on the racially mixed 
teams, according to Papa.

“We had black kids, and it became a 
damn war,” he said.

Now the Flames have nowhere to 
fi nish out the season, which ends in 
March. And the organization stands to 
lose $20,000 it sunk into the season if 
it can’t fi nd a new place to play, Papa 
said.

“I have no way to accommodate 
these kids,” he said. “All I care about is 
running my damn program.”

Anyone wishing to contribute or of-
fer gym space can reach Papa at (718) 
236–6100.

NO WHERE TO PLAY: Kids in the Brooklyn 
Flames basketball league need a new gym 
for their games. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Charity basketball league loses gym space

$1995
Better gym.  Better price.

BAY RIDGE 
439 86th Street 

718.680.0094 MySportsClubs.com
Offer available only at this club. Other restrictions and fees may apply.

 month-to-month

no commitment



COURIER LIFE, DEC. 19–25, 2014 13  BR

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look ””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.
SATURDAY, 9 A.M.–3 P.M.

OPEN 
6 DAYS

eas around the district’s most crowded 
schools generate the most complaints 
to 311 about illegal construction activ-
ity.  

Residents and lawmakers have pub-
licly called on city schools to alert the 
buildings department about possible 
illegal conversions.

“When they’ve got 12 kids listed at 
one address, they should be telling the 
Department of Buildings,” said Assem-
blyman Peter Abbate (D–Sunset Park). 
“I don’t think the city is taking this se-
riously right now.”

Fariña said she is well aware of the 
issue, in part because the neighbor-
hood’s councilman recently button-
holed her about it.

“Vincent Gentile actually cornered 
me at some meeting to bring this up, so 
it isn’t that I’m hearing it for the fi rst 
time,” she said.

But Fariña contended that a dearth 
of space for new buildings and the 
time required to construct schools are 
larger contributors to overcrowding, 
and said focusing on illegal conver-
sions might vilify students living in 
the buildings.

“You have to be very careful with 
this type of issue, because there’s a lot 
of ways to read this,” she said. “The one 
thing I don’t want to see is kids living 
here feeling less welcomed because of 
who they are. And who’s to say what’s 
legal and what’s illegal?”

City and state building codes deter-
mine what people can lawfully build. 
The Department of Buildings issues 
construction permits, and  work done 

without a permit or outside an issued 
permit’s scope is illegal . Repeat offend-
ers can face  criminal charges, accord-
ing to the Daily News .

Despite her reticence to work with 
the buildings department, Fariña in-
dicated interagency collaboration is 
easier now than under previous may-
oral administrations.

“We’re at the point where a lot of us 
actually talk to each other,” she said. 
“Tomorrow, we’re having an inter-
agency meeting with commissioners 
and I’m happy bring it up.”

The meeting was closed to the press, 
and the city will not release details 
on the discussion, a schools spokes-
woman said.

Continued from cover 

CONVERSIONS

traces of cancer-causing pesticide 
Chlordane and insecticide Mirex — 
both banned by the Environmental 
Protection Agency, an area council-
man said.

“These are some of the worst toxins 
known to mankind,” said Councliman 
Mark Treyger (D–Coney Island).

A city spokeswoman said the level 
of toxic chemicals is consistent with 
the rest of New York Harbor.

“Petitioners’ contentions that fa-
cility dredging may lead to higher lev-
els of contamination in fi sh consumed 
are merely speculative, and their of-
fer of proof in their petition for party 
status is inadequate,” a Department 
of Environmental Conservation re-
port states.

Over three to four months, work-
ers will dredge up enough sediment to 
fi ll an Olympic-sized swimming pool, 
according to the design commission’s 
letter.

The new waste transfer station is 
required by the city’s 2006 Solid Waste 
Management Plan.

The trash destined for the Gra-
vesend depot currently travels nearly 
six miles to a transfer facility on Court 

Street in Red Hook. Residents in the 
northern half of the borough — where 
there are nearly a dozen waste trans-
fer stations —  contend they’ve been 
shouldering Southern Brooklyn’s gar-
bage burden for too long . 

“The communities in Greenpoint 
and Williamsburg need the Solid 
Waste Management Plan implemented 
now,” said Councilman Antonio Rey-
noso (D–Williamsburg) back in May. 
“Our communities bear an unfair bur-
den of trash in New York City and ac-
tion needs to be taken to reduce this 
burden.”

But Treyger said his constituents 
took the borough’s trash for three de-
cades, and are still suffering with 
health problems linked to the incin-
erator.

“People think that we forgot the 
history here — we were burning a lot 
of people’s garbage and we’re still pay-
ing the price for that,” he said.

Colton said the city needs to focus 
on improving recycling rather than 
cramming an unwanted garbage facil-
ity down residents’ throats.

“I don’t think it is at all progres-
sive or forward-thinking to say, when 
you have injustice, you should spread 
it equally,” Colton said. “You should 
eliminate the injustice. The city is just 
making a wider area of misery.”

Continued from cover

TRASH

NO SHARING: Schools chancellor Carmen 
Fariña says she doesn’t think the education 
department should share information with 
the Department of Buildings in order to fi ght 
illegal home conversions. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
It’s a menorah arms race.

As Jews across Brooklyn celebrated 
Hanukkah, starting on Tuesday, two 
borough congregations were claiming 
to have erected the world’s largest me-
norahs, one at Grand Army Plaza, and 
 one at the memorial park of the same 
name on the distant island of Manhat-
tan . When it comes to the holy candela-
bra, size does matter, one rabbi said.

“There is an obligation on every-
one to do the best they can,” said Shm-
uel Butman, director of the Lubavitch 
Youth Organization in Crown Heights, 
which is responsible for the Manhat-
tan menorah. “The larger and grander 
the style, the more light it gives.”

Butman’s menorah stands 33.5-feet 
tall, including the center candle, and 
is certifi ed in the  Guinness Book of 
World Records  as the world’s largest 
menorah.

But Brooklyn’s colossal candle-
holder stands a whole six inches taller 
when its center bulb is added, the Cha-
bad of Park Slope claims, and the group 
is so certain of its assertion that it runs 
the website www.worldslargestmeno-
rah.com.

Now, given enough money, equip-
ment, and expertise, any rabbi seek-
ing to grab bragging rights could blow 
these menorahs out of the water, but he 
would bump up against the holy height 
limit of 20 cubits, the cubit being an an-
cient unit of measurement equivalent 
to the length of someone’s forearm, 
from the elbow to the tip of the middle 
fi nger. 

There is obviously some variabil-
ity built into converting cubits — the 
international Lubavitch movement’s 
website says that menorahs should 
stop at 37 feet tall, while the two Brook-
lyn rabbis in question understand the 
limit to be 32 feet — but with the height 
cap, the quest to build the world’s larg-
est menorah boils down to how you de-
fi ne “largest.” Both the Brooklyn and 
Manhattan camps have stuck to the 
32-foot limit, while counting the added 
height of the central candle towards 
the secular total.

Butman doesn’t dispute the Park 
Slope Chabad’s six-inch advantage, 
but insists the girth of his Manhattan 
light-stand is greater.

“This is wider and weighs more. 
There’s no comparison,” he said.

A rabbi with the Park Slope con-
gregation did not dispute Butman’s 
claim.

“They’ve got the width and we got 
the height,” said Moshe Hecht.

The Festival of Lights runs for eight 
days and nights, commemorating the 

rededication of the Holy Temple in Je-
rusalem in the 2nd century B.C. Giant 
menorahs also went up outside Bor-
ough Hall and in Manhattan Beach to 
mark the occasion. 

Jews in other parts of the world 
also claim to have built the world’s 
largest menorah, including a group in 
 Washington, D.C ., and one in Tel Aviv. 
In fact, last year the Tel Aviv menorah 
stood a whopping 92 feet,  according to 
its creators , though we have so far not 
been able to fi nd an explanation of who 
has forearms that long.

The face-off between Kings County 
rabbis is the latest in a decade of fl ash-
points in the menorah wars, which have 
also prominently featured the Con-
gregation B’nai Avraham of Brookyn 
Heights. Back in 2005, the Heights con-
gregation and Park Slope’s Chabad 
were claiming  “Brooklyn’s largest pub-
lic menorah” and “Brooklyn’s offi cial 
menorah,” respectively .

Now the contest has moved onto the 
world stage and, despite the abundance 
of boasting on all sides, Hecht insists it 
is not a rivalry.

“Not only is there no competition, 
we support each other. We help bring 
more light to the world together,” he 
said.

Rabbis battle for bragging rights

LET THERE BE LIGHT: The menorah at 
Brooklyn’s Grand Army Plaza is the bor-
ough’s biggest, and the city’s tallest, but it 
has some competition as the world’s tallest 
menorah from a wider menorah erected ac-
cross the East River at the other Grand Army 
Plaza. Photo by Cate Dingley
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prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.
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BY VANESSA OGLE
Christmas is lighting up Ma-
rine Park. 

The Christmas tree light-
ing at the Carmine Carro 
Community Center on Dec. 
11 gave local kids a chance 
to shine. The celebration fea-
tured youngsters performing 
seasonal songs and holiday 
dance routines. 

One parent of a Millennium 
Development dancer said her 
youngster loved showing off 
the routine she perfected spe-
cifi cally for the lighting cer-
emony. 

 “They were practicing 
that for a few weeks there,” 
said Anaya Rodriguez, whose 
daughter, Amanda Quinones, 
performed the “Jingle Bell 
Rock.” “She was like, ‘It was 
fun!’ ”

Kids from PS 222, PS 207, 
and Millennium Development 
grooved on stage, and one par-
ent said the youngsters’ hol-
iday spirit lit up the whole 
neighborhood.  

“It was nice to see all the 
kids come out and perform,” 
said Lisa Cisterino, whose 
daughter Victoria sang carols.

But the evening wasn’t just 
a song and dance — the night 
also featured a touching trib-
ute from Millennium Develop-
ment to a Marine Park local 
who passed away in 2010. The 
organizers held the celebra-
tion near a bench that is dedi-
cated to Carl Fuschetto. 

“It is just something beau-
tiful that Millennium likes 
to do and they do it at my 
son’s bench,” said Pamela 
Fuschetto, who donated the 
park bench with her husband 
to honor their son Carl. “It 
was so beautiful.”

TREE TIME: (Left) Victoria Cisterino sparkles alongside the ornaments 
at the Carro Community Center’s Christmas tree lighting in Marine Park 
on Dec. 11. (Center) The PS 222 chorus sings seasonal songs. (Above)  Pa-
mela Fuschetto stands by the tree that is dedicated to her son Carl, who 
passed away in 2010.  Photos by Steve Solomonson

Touching tree lighting

It turns out they might have 
called him Bobby “Bacala” for 
more than one reason.

Steve Schirripa, the actor 
known for playing Bobby “Ba-
cala” Baccalieri on “The So-
pranos,” is quite the chef, ap-
pearing on cooking channels, 
and recently introducing his 
line of tomato sauce — Uncle 
Steve’s Italian Specialties. 

It’s the tomato sauce for 
those who swore they’d never 
enjoy sauce from a jar. They’re 
in for a surprise because this 
jarred sauce is delicious.

Schirripa grew up in Ben-
sonhurst at a time when Ital-
ian mothers considered eating 
jarred tomato sauce a mor-
tal sin.  His own mother was 
among them — and she wasn’t 
even born Italian. But she was 
raised by Italians, and so she 
spent hours simmering home-
made sauce that family and 
friends would rave about.

When she passed away in 

2013, Schirripa’s friend, Joe, 
said, “Let’s do something to 
honor your mom.” Of course 
it had to be something out-
standing. 

As some of their fondest 
memories included lingering 
over Sunday afternoon meals, 
soaking up every drop of the 
delicious tomato sauce that 
mom had lovingly created, it 
didn’t take long to figure out 
what to do. 

“She was known for her 
sauce,” says Schirripa. 

They had to find a way to 
bottle that homemade good-
ness. But it had to be authentic 
— just like at home, the sauce 
had to contain natural ingre-
dients, made from the finest 
organic whole Italian plum to-
matoes, extra virgin olive oil, 
vegetables, and spices. 

Schirripa introduced the 
product about seven months 
ago, and these wholesome in-
gredients are listed proudly on 
the front of every jar. The prod-

uct is gluten free, Kosher, and 
contains no GMO or added sug-
ars. It’s available in three vari-
eties — marinara, basil and 
tomato, and Arrabiata. The lat-
ter means “angry” in Italian, 
and is a spicy marinara sauce 
that can be enjoyed over pasta 
and also with grilled chicken, 
shrimp, fish, or steak. 

To the skeptics, Schirripa 
says, “Just taste it. People who 
say they would never eat jarred 
sauce like it.”

He’s quick to point out an-
other reality. His mom, like so 
many women of a certain gen-
eration, didn’t work outside 
the home, so she had the time 
to spend all day cooking. 

“Things are different to-
day,” he says. Many people 
simply don’t have time to cook 
for hours. They’re looking for 
convenience, but still want a 
product that’s good. This is it. 

The sauce can be purchased 
at www.unclestevesny.com, 
and can be found at local stores 

such as Whole Foods Market, 
Fairway, and many others. Just 
in time for the holidays, there 
are several gift baskets that in-
clude the sauce, and items such 
as his signature wooden spoon, 
pasta, steel colander, and more. 
It’s the ideal gift for the foodie 
as well as “Sopranos” fans. 

Schirripa keeps himself 
busy, in and out of the kitchen. 
Catch him on an upcoming 
episode of “Family Meals with 
Steve Schirripa” on Dec. 21 at 
9:30 pm on The Cooking Chan-
nel. He’s also written books, in-
cluding the hilarious “A Goom-
ba’s Guide to Life,” which made 

the New York Times’ bestseller 
list. Other “Goomba” books 
followed. He continues to ap-
pear in movies and on televi-
sion, and is working on a series 
in Los Angeles, right now, he 
says. Locally, he’s made dozens 
of appearances, promoting Un-
cle Steve’s Italian Specialties. 

“Try it, you’ll like it!” he 
says. He’s right.

Steve Schirripa’s Uncle 
Steve’s Italian Specialties [Ital-
ian Specialties Group LLC, 20 
Brick Court on Staten Island, 
(718) 605–0416, www.UncleSte-
vesNY]. Shop on line 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

‘Uncle Steve’s’ sauce just like 
mom used to make
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BY VANESSA OGLE
The stars came out — and so 
did the toys.

More than 200 people do-
nated almost a thousand toys 
at the 23rd annual Celebrity 
Concert Toy Drive at Knights 
of Columbus Baron De Kalb in 
Sheepshead Bay on Dec. 14. 

The big bash featured an 
array of artists and an or-
ganizer of the event said the 
prominent performers drew 
in a colossal crowd — and 
plenty of toys.  

“There were people com-
ing with bags and boxes — 
we couldn’t keep up with it,” 
said Steve Barrison, the pres-
ident of the Bay Improvement 
Group, which organized the 
event. “There is no question 
that there is enough toys.” 

The performers included 
Broadway star Ben Vereen, 
Vanilla Fudge’s Vince Martell, 
Elvis impersonator Tommy 
Bayiokos, and Denver record-
ing artist Peg Pearl. Concert-
goers munched on homemade 
Italian bread, fresh vegeta-
bles, donuts, and cookies. 

The concert was held to 
benefi t families at a shelter for 
victims of domestic violence, 
but Barrison said there were 
enough toys to donate to a lo-

cal homeless shelter, the Co-
ney Island Hospital’s pediat-
rics unit, and the Knights of 
Columbus’s toy drive. 

“That was extra stuff we 
didn’t anticipate,” he said. 

And Barrison said if resi-
dents missed the concert but 
still want to drop off toys for 
the youngsters, the Bay Im-
provement Group is always 
open to donations. 

“There is always a need — 
people can always donate stuff 
and we’ll deliver it anytime,” 
he said. 

Bay Improvement Group 
Toy Drive (Knights of Baron 
De Kalb at 3000 Emmons Ave. 
between Nostrand Avenue and 
Haring Street in Sheepshead 
Bay) Toy drop off every Tues-
day through Sunday, noon–8 
pm.

TONS OF TOYS: (Left) Steve Barrison — the president of the Bay Improve-
ment Group, which is one of the organizers of the event — holds some of 
the donated toys. (Above) Guitarist Vince Martell from the psychedelic 
’60s band Vanilla Fudge was one of the stars who rocked out at the Ce-
lebrity Concert Toy Drive at Knights of Columbus Baron De Kalb in Sheep-
shead Bay on Dec. 14.  Photos by Steve Solomonson

Toy drive exceeds expectations
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With Coupon Only.
Expires 2/15/15
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
En garde, Brooklyn!

The Absolute Fencing Gear New 
York Sabre Grand Prix brought sword-
fi ghting to two borough venues last 
weekend. An Olympic medal winner 
who founded the organization Fencing 
in the Schools, which tries to get kids 
interested in the sport, said it requires 
both brains and brawn.

“Fencing is a sport that caters to 
kids who like to think as well as move 
around,” said Tim Morehouse, who 
founded Fencing in the Schools in 2011. 
“It’s like boxing and chess all at once.”

The tournament featured 300 ath-
letes from 30 countries, competing 
at Downtown’s Marriott hotel and at 
Grand Prospect Hall in Park Slope.

Morehouse said it is normal to host 
fencing competitions in venues tradi-
tionally used for weddings and con-
ventions.

“It’s not a stadium sport,” he said. 
“We want to put fencing on in elegant 
places.”

The swashbucker’s group trains 
gym teachers to instruct kids in the 
centuries-old sport and provides 
equipment for schools to use. It cur-
rently works with schools in seven 
states, including some in Manhattan 
and the Bronx, and Morehouse says he 
is looking to start a program in Brook-
lyn, with Sabra Hummus lined up to 
foot the bill.

The Grand Prix provided a fi rst 
chance for young Brooklynites to see 
fencing an action, which Morehouse 
says he didn’t get until attending a pri-
vate high-school.

“I loved sword-fi ghting as a kid, but 
I had no idea it was a sport until I got 
to that school,” he said. “I want to en-
sure that public-school students have 
the same opportunity I had.”

TOUCHE: Tim Morehouse, a three-time Olympic fencer, spends his time trying to spread the 
sport of sword fi ghting. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Sword fi ghts 
in Park Slope

Happy Hanukkah

May the 
Festival of Lights 

bring you peace and joy.

STILLWELL
AUTO ENTERPRISE, INC.

Expert Collision Repairs

‘Tis the season
when accidents happen!
CALL US FIRST 24 Hour Service

Certified Carco Insurance Inspection Center

stillwellautoworks@yahoo.com

2603 Stillwell Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11223

Photo by Ellen Dunn
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SEAN CASEY ANIMAL RESCUE TEAMS WITH  
NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA
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A PET

Uno Pizzeria & Grill
9201 4th Ave • Brooklyn, NY
SAT DEC 20 • 12PM – 5PM

AnimalLeague.org • 516.883.7575 
25 Davis Avenue

Port Washington, NY

25% OFF ADOPTION FEE ON
North Shore Animal League America Animals!
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BY JOANNA DELBUONO
Long Island author Lara Reznik hits 
it out of the park with her ode to base-
ball, growing up, and the game of life 
in “ M&M Boys ,” a fi ctional take on 
living next door to two of the greatest 
sluggers who ever lived.

Baseball fanatic Marshall El-
liott, a tween about to enter junior 
high school, has lots of tsuris, includ-
ing making sure not to let his Little 
League team and his dad down in the 
clutch, his parents’ crumbling mar-
riage, and a fi rst kiss. But his biggest 
problem arises when his idols, New 
York Yankee sluggers Mickey Mantle 
and Roger Maris — the M&M Boys — 
move into the neighborhood, and Mar-
shall is sworn to secrecy! He’s not even 
allowed to tell his cousin Bobby, his 
Little League teammate who shares 
his love of the game and the Yankees.

Marshall has a lot on his plate that 
summer and Reznick provides him 
with a very believable cast of charac-
ters to help him round the bases in-
cluding the sluggers Mantle and Maris, 
who take the time out of their own ri-
valries, life on the diamond, and quest 
to break the Babe Ruth’s record of 60 
home runs in a season to give the kid 
some heavy-hitting pointers on getting 
through life on and off the fi eld.

Reznick weaves the fanciful with 
the reality, which is no easy task when 
mixing real-life events with fi ction, 
but she bats .400 as she segues into 
the facts about the game, the players, 
and the way things were in the Bronx 
before the days of the George Stein-
brenner Yankees.

Although the plot sometimes fl ies 
into the outfi eld and a takes a whole lot of 
literary license when it comes to the con-
versations between the Yankee greats, 
“M&M Boys” is an enjoyable read (albeit 
not for the very young, as the language 
sometimes gets a bit too adult). 

You don’t need to love the game to 
enjoy this yarn, as Reznik makes it an 
enjoyable run around the bases for all 
as we learn if Marshall Elliot survives 
that summer, makes the All-Stars and 
saves the day with outstanding fi eld-
ing. 

“M&M Boys” takes you back to 
1961 when baseball was still America’s 
pastime and going to the game didn’t 
cost you a month’s salary. Reznik has 
a masterful understanding of life in 
Flushing, Queens in the early 1960s 
before the second World’s Fair and be-
fore Shea Stadium opened, bringing 
the Mets to the borough.

This is the second time to the plate 
for Reznik, who also authored “ The 
Girl from Long Guyland ,” in 2012.  

This three run-homer is published 
by Violet Crown Publishers and is 
 available on Amazon . 

‘M&M Boys’ 
hits it out 
of the park

FOR THE
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LEFFERTS MEDICAL COMPLEX 
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ODE TO BASEBALL: “The M&M Boys,” by 
Lara Reznik, is a fi ctional take on living next 
door to two of the greatest sluggers who 
ever lived.
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BY VANESSA OGLE
Sometimes Santa’s helpers 
wear blue instead of red.

The 70th Precinct cele-
brated the holidays by host-
ing its annual Christmas 
party in Midwood on Dec. 10. 
The offi cers doled out plenty 
of presents to the youngsters 
— and a detective said the of-
fi cers are going to bring the 
remaining gifts Santa-style to 
the kids who missed the fes-
tivities. 

“It was a shame that some 
of the kids couldn’t make it,” 
said Detective Dominic Scotto, 
a Community Affairs offi cer. 
“The rest of the gifts we’re go-

ing to deliver to the kids that 
couldn’t make it.”

The offi cers gave the kids 
an array of toys including 
dolls, cars, fi re trucks, games, 
and art supplies. 

The 70th Precinct Commu-
nity Council typically hosts 
monthly meetings on the last 
Wednesday of every month 
where individuals can discuss 
local public safety issues. 

Scotto said the party was 
a perfect way to celebrate the 
holidays — and the neighbor-
hood. 

“It is always a nice event 
where we can help out the kids 
of the community,” he said.  

70th Precinct throws holiday party

CHRISTMAS CHEER: Youngster Tfaha El Broul receives a gift from Community Affairs offi cers Detective 
Dominick Scotto and Kim Walker at the 70th Precinct’s Christmas Party in Midwood on Dec. 10. 
 Photos by Arthur De Gaeta

To protect and 
serve — eggnog
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BY BILL EGBERT
An alert reader spotted the American 
fl ag fl ying upside down outside Kings 
Plaza shopping center on Wednesday 
morning and snapped a picture.

“I was outraged,” said Kenny Rog-
ers of Marine Park, who saw the dis-
tress signal while driving by with his 
daughter.

Rogers’s daughter called the mall’s 
management offi ce to alert them to the 
situation, and sent us the photo.

Two of Rogers’s sons are in the Ma-
rine Corps, and one has served two 
tours in Afghanistan, so he fl ies an 
American fl ag outside his home — 
rightside up — every day. 

So when he saw the star-spangled 
banner inverted outside Kings Plaza, 
it struck a nerve.

“It was disturbing for me to see 
that,” said Rogers

Rogers said he was worried that 
someone had maliciously upended Old 
Glory under cover of darkness, assum-
ing the mall left the fl ag fl ying over-
night, in violation of the Flag Code.  
But Kings Plaza management made it 
clear that the fl ag is duly taken down 
each evening, and the inversion wasn’t 

subversion, but rather an honest er-
ror.

“It was put up that way by mistake 
and we corrected it immediately when 
it was brought to our attention,” said 
Kings Plaza senior property manager 
Steve DeClara. “The guy who does it 
has been doing it for 20 years and this 
one time in 20 years he made a mis-
take.”

Old Glory fl own upside down at Kings Plaza

TOPSY TURVY: Alert reader Kenny Rogers 
spotted the fl ag outside Kings Plaza fl ying 
upside down on Dec. 17 and snapped this pic-
ture. Photo by Kenny Rogers

Flag fl ipped

A Good Plumber Inc.
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Agoodplumberny@gmail.com  www.agoodplumber.com
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• • board’s offi ce, hires and manages of-
fi ce staff, and processes permits for 
block parties, street fairs, and other 
local events, as well as handling spe-
cial projects such us organizing ten-
ants and merchants associations or 
coordinating neighborhood cleanup 
programs.

Doing without a district manager 
would leave residents and business 
owners without a local liaison with 
city government to address problems, 
and slow down local administrative 
functions like issuing permits.

Moran is defending his budget-
busting refusal to roll over Reichen-
thal’s leave, saying he’s just trying to 
keep the fi nancial hit from getting an-
other year worse.

“The time just keeps accruing and 
building up,” said Moran. “It’s not fi s-
cally responsible to continue this.”

Critics said Reichenthal shouldn’t 
have saved up so many unused vaca-
tion days in the fi rst place, but he con-
tends the accrual and annual roll overs 
are common practice, since the job is 
so demanding that district manager 
can’t take days off just for the sake of 
keeping a low leave balance. 

A Department of Administrative 
Services memo supports Reichenthal’s 
position:

“[Converting unused annual leave 
to sick leave] places a burden on man-
agers to request permission to use an-

nual leave although they know the 
requirements of their jobs make it in-
appropriate to do so,” a 1997 Person-
nel Services Bulletin states. “This cre-
ates the situation where a manager is 
expected to exercise sound judgment 
concerning the need to forego annual 
leave, but is required to request an-
nual leave … in order to avoid having 
it converted to sick leave.”

Some on the board suspect that fric-
tion between the chairman and dis-
trict manager is what’s really behind 
the move, and Reichenthal admited 
that his relationship with Moran has 
been strained.

“It’s been a long, hard road with 
him,” he said.

But Moran contends he’s motivated 
by business concerns — not personal 
reasons.

“I’m not pushing anybody out the 
door,” Moran said. “That’s defi nitely 
not true.”

Reichenthal’s exit could also signal 
more sweeping changes to the board’s 
composition.

“A couple of very important board 
members said if I go, they go,” said the 
soon-to-be-former district manager.

Reichenthal, who edited the Bay 
News for 10 years and worked for vari-
ous cultural groups before becoming 
CB13’s district manager, said he has 
gotten some job offers but is still hold-
ing out hope that he can somehow hold 
on to his current gig.

“A bit of myself is in denial,” Re-
ichenthal said. “I’m a Brooklyn guy, 
born and raised. I’m not giving up yet.”

Continued from page 4

RETIREMENT
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Your Smile Can Be Life Changing

Cosmetic dentistry / extreme makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 
Velscope, for early detection of oral cancer 
Digital intraoral photography 

Digital, low-radiation x-rays
Soft tissue laser for recontouring gum tissue
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Diagnodent, a noninvasive diode laser that    
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local Doctor Treats Herniated And Bulging Discs, 
Sciatica, And Serious Low Back Pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 

back surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons 
perform at least 100,000 operations for lumbar disc 
disease alone, and orthopedic surgeons perform a 
similar number. It is estimated that between 20% and 
40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 
are racing to acquire and get trained to operate the 
DRX9000TM…an FDA approved device that is saving 
thousands of Americans suffering from chronic back 
pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back pain 
without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM works... 

“Over 10 years ago, NASA began to notice an unex-
pected result of space travel - Astronauts that left 
with back pain would come back without it. After 
investigated this now phenomenon here’s what they 
found: During the anti-gravity state of the mission 
there were decompressive forces on the interverte-
bral discs and back pain was relieved. How? When 
you travel through space, the effects of gravity are 
removed and you are in a weightless state. All the 
pressure is taken off your spine and discs. Even 
better - and this is the key - a negative pressure is 
created. This negative pressure actually sucks the 
herniated material back into the disc and allows it to 

heal. Thanks to the DRX9000TM, disc herniation suf-
ferers finally have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has docu-
mented success with are back pain, sciatica, herni-
ated and/or bulging discs (single or multiple), degen-
erative disc disease, facet syndromes and a relapse 
or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 
FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up an 
appointment for a free consultation call Dr. Keller’s 
office at 718-234-6207 or visit Brooklyn Spine 
Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 
Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Relieves Back Pain

DRX9000TM
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THE ONLY AFFORDABLE  
GERMAN KITCHENS ARE AT...

Free In-House Consultation and Perspectives  Built-In Lighting 

Yearly Maintenance Program 7 Years Free 

One-Stop Kitchen, Appliances  
and General Contracting

465 Van Brunt Street
ACROSS THE STREET FROM FAIRWAY; 1/4 MILE FROM IKEA
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To the editor,
Kings County Democratic Party 

chairman Frank Seddio has once 
again illuminated his house on Flat-
lands Avenue for the holidays with 
seemingly millions, no, trillions, of 
lights and decorations (“Christmas 
comes to Canarsie,” online Dec. 11).

Yes, his has always been a beauti-
ful visual display that leaves visitors 
with wonderful, exciting images that 
last for a day, or a week, and each 
year’s display surpasses the prior 
one, but here is an idea for Frank 
Seddio to ponder. 

I believe a lot of the money that 
is spent for this short-lived extrava-
ganza could be much better spent 
or donated to poor families and the 
community for a more lasting effect. 
It could buy toys for underprivileged 
children, student supplies and books 
that are much needed in schools, 
help neighborhood synagogues and 
churches, aid paralyzed and home-
less veterans, replenish food pan-
tries, help elderly shut-ins, and cre-
ate so many more good deeds.

I believe Frank Seddio tries to 
outdo himself year after year with 
his expensive, eye-popping, short-
term spectacle, when he could in-
stead alter his train of thought and 
help others for a longer period time. 
Give tangible, material help in the 
spirit of the season, Frank. I’m sure 
Santa Claus would be happy, as 
would all the folks whom your gener-
osity would help. Sally Wilson
 Canarsie 

To the editor,
Christmas time brings out the 

best in most people and the worst in 
others. Some can’t help themselves 
to things that don’t belong to them, 
especially at Christmas time, like 
stealing packages right off people’s 
stoops.

I have an idea. Leave a package 
on your stoop filled with garbage or 
dog poop wrapped nicely like it was a 
normal holiday delivery. I would love 
to see the face of the thief who stole 
it when he opens it. Happy Holidays!
 Stu and Millie Gotts
 Gravesend

To the editor,
Why all the fuss over enhanced 

interrogation? Most of the same 
techniques used on the terrorists 
have been used for many other rea-
sons. For instance I spoke with a for-
mer sailor who said besides sleep de-
privation, other similar techniques 
were used on him and his peers at 
boot camp. I also spoke to a few for-
mer college students who said the en-
hanced interrogation was nothing 
compared to what they went through 
to join a fraternity. I then spoke to 
some high-school and college jocks 
who laughed at the term “enhanced 
interrogation” and said they had al-
most all the same techniques done to 
them.

Now the best, ask anyone who at-
tended Catholic school in the 1950s 
and 1960s, and ask them about the “en-
hanced motivation” techniques used 
by the nuns, brothers, and some lay 
teachers on children who talked in 
class or failed a test, didn’t do home-
work, whose desks were messy, or 
whose hair or nails weren’t groomed 
properly, or who did not sing a hymn 
properly, or who missed a 9 am mass 
on Sunday, or violated a laundry list 
of other so-called serious offenses.  
Many of those enhanced interroga-
tion techniques were used long be-
fore the Central Intelligence Agency 
used them on terrorists. In fact I 
think the nuns and brothers were 
the original architects of most of 
those techniques, and the agency 
operatives who used them probably 
went to Catholic schools.

I don’t have any regrets about at-
tending Catholic schools, I would like 
to think it made me strong enough to 
survive the screwed up world we live 
in today. I also applaud the agency 
for using whatever methods it had to 
on the monsters who killed so many 
innocent people on 9-11.  
 Cronin Miller
 Midwood

To the editor,
Americans for the most part are 

a good, kind, and moral people who 
don’t even want to see animals hurt 
in anyway, so torturing a human be-
ing under almost any circumstance 
is not acceptable, but all bets are off 
when two airplanes are flown into 
two New York buildings full of inno-
cent people. 

I really don’t care how any in-
formation was given up, including 
through the use of torture. Those 
terrorists tortured thousands of peo-
ple that day, innocent people. Till 
this day — 13 years later — families 
are still being tortured as a result of 
that day. So to be blunt who the hell 
cares that a few monsters were tor-
tured to get information that could 
potentially save many more inno-
cent lives? We tortured some folks ac-
cording to President Obama. No, we 
tortured some monsters and for good 
reason. Augie Pazzo

New Port Richey, Fla.

To the editor,
Previous articles regarding poor 

bus service neglect to mention the 
B36 bus. One has to wait a very long 
time before a bus arrives. After wait-
ing for endless time, two or three 
buses finally show up at once.

During one recent ride a young 
man came on through the rear of the 
bus and began blocking the rear exit. 
Before my stop, I rang the signal to 
get off. I had to tell the young man 
two or three times to please move. 
By the time he did, the driver pulled 
away from my stop. I had to yell to 
her to open the rear door. 

Others on the bus spoke out on my 
behalf as well. She yelled back that I 
never rang the bell. When I told her 
that the door had been blocked by 
someone who had entered through 
the rear, she replied: “Get the hell off 
my bus.” 

Is this any way for a bus driver to 
react? She had made absolutely no ef-
fort to say something to the young-
ster who had entered through the 
rear and caused the problem to begin 
with. Ed Greenspan
 Sheepshead Bay

To the editor,
I agree wholeheartedly with Ron-

ald Cohen’s letter about our bus ser-
vice (“Bus fuss,” Sound off to the 
editor,” Nov. 21). I have never un-
derstood why I have to wait a half-
hour or more for a local bus, only to 
have three of them arrive at one time 
(“Bus lane is slow lane, say locals.” 
Nov. 25).

He forgot to mention the B6, the 
Coney Island Avenue bus, which 
takes dozens of senior citizens to our 
center on Coney Island Avenue and 
Quentin Road every day. Why must 

we stand and freeze for 30 or 40 min-
utes waiting for our bus? I also fail to 
understand why I have to wait more 
than a half-hour on Kings Highway 
for a bus to get me to my doctor on 
Nostrand Avenue, when their are two 
bus lines running on Kings Highway, 
the B82 and the Kings Highway bus. 
I have had to give up on the buses 
and spend money on cabs in order to 
make my appointments on time.

I suggest creating lanes for buses 
only, and have express buses that 
may be able to avoid some of the traf-
fic. Somebody must do something be-
fore someone gets really sick stand-
ing out in the cold waiting for a bus 
that should have come a half-hour 
ago. Elaine Kirsch
 Gravesend

To the editor,
In your article “Drone strike! Our 

photographer injured by TGI Fri-
day’s mistletoe copter” (online Dec. 
8), your reporter quoted the victim as 
saying, “Thank god....” Our Creator, 
no matter the term used for “His” 
name or description should always 
be capitalized.

When speaking of ancient gods or 
current if anyone acknowledges such 
a phenom, a lower case “g” is fine. I’d 
like to point out that this happens a 
lot in the media these days. 
 Diane Hunt
 Bay Ridge

To the editor,
Aldi supermarket’s blatant indif-

ference to its Jewish customers con-
tinues. Last Passover the store did 
not even carry matzo.  As the High 
Holidays arrived every supermarket 
circular except Aldi’s featured items 
for the holiday and extended good 
wishes to its Jewish customers.  

Aldi’s circular celebrated Octo-
berfest. As the Hanukkah festival ap-
proaches Aldi again ignored its Jew-
ish customers offering not even a box 
of Menorah candles for sale. I have 
called Aldi’s customer service, but 
they never respond in any manner.  
When I mentioned that Trader Joe’s, 
part of their corporate structure, had 
many items for its Jewish customers, 
I was told that Aldi was not related in 
any way to Trader Joe’s, even though 
this information can easily be docu-
mented. Martin Boxer
 Sheepshead Bay

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
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at erb o a r d -
ing, sleep 
deprivation, 

and rectal feedings 
must be a breeze 
compared to being 
boiled or frozen to 
death in Uzbekistan 
or being forced to eat your own 
excrement and having your gen-
itals whipped into painful pulps 
of swollen flesh — Saudi-style.

Milksops at the Senate Intel-
ligence Committee don’t know 
the difference between en-
hanced interrogation and ago-
nizing torture in their $40-mil-
lion clunker-of-a-report on the 
Central Intelligence Agency’s 
alleged persecution of post-9-11 
detainees, who received virtu-
ally the same treatment as U.S. 
special ops forces undergoing 
survival training. 

Democratic staff muppets 
researched and wrote the eth-
ical thrombosis without the 
agency’s input and after com-
mittee Republicans dropped 
out, but they wouldn’t be ob-
sessing over such minutiae and 
imperiling the nation if they 
wised up to the war on terror, 

and realized that the defense of 
freedom is ugly business that 
can’t be done with a hug and a 
handshake. 

America the masochist 
needs to stifle her self-flagella-
tion, stop releasing deadly de-
tainees from Gitmo, and stop 
inventing ways to indict a criti-
cal agency that has helped avert 
at least 60 terror acts on U.S. 
soil since our worst day. It only 
takes one to create utter devas-
tation, and a point of no return.

Enhanced interrogations 
have alerted information-
gathering and law-enforce-
ment communities to Islamo-
schizoids while aiding ongoing 
counterterrorism efforts. They 
have saved lives and arrested 
terrorists — Al Qaeda’s top 
British pond scum, Dhiren 
Barot, was nabbed after C.I.A. 
agents grilled former Guantan-

amo Bay detainee 
Moazzam Begg. 
They have also 
benefited Ameri-
cans more than 
the puerile pap of 
the most damnable 
government in the 

nation’s history.
Capitol Hill’s needless hand-

wringing must be an endless 
source of comfort to our adver-
saries, including the United 
Nations, which has called for 
America’s criminal prosecu-
tion while ignoring Syrian 
president Bashar al-Assad’s fa-
tal gassing of nearly 1,500 peo-
ple last year.

Our spies are not supposed 
to be good scouts, but gladia-
tors who work around the clock 
and sleep with one eye open to 
ensure that America is safe, 
sound — and around — for fu-
ture liberty lovers. Partisan 
pols should stop feeding their 
personal wacky woes to our 
sworn foes, and remember that 
values and ideals cannot exist 
in a broken and spent nation.

Follow me on Twitter @Brit-
Shavana

 open this week, as I do ev-
ery year at this time, by 
wishing my friend and 

colleague, Shavana Abru-
zzo, a very happy anniver-
sary. 

Twenty-six years ago this 
week, she and I applied for a 
job in this newspaper’s origi-
nal office on Sheepshead Bay 
Road. We were both hired 
and, in spite of some of you 
who strongly disagree with 
our commentaries, we’re 
still here offering you our 
thoughts on everything. Be-
tween us, we have covered 
just about every topic there 
is. Congratulations, my dear, 
and here’s wishing many 
more years for you … as 
many as you want.

I am Jewish (as if you 
didn’t already know) and I 
never get upset when people 
wish me a Merry Christ-
mas or a Happy Kwanza as 
long as they don’t wish me 
harm. This week, I will be 
celebrating the Jewish holi-
day of Hanukah, Chanukah, 
Hanukkah, Channuka, oh 
my. There is only one way 
to spell it with the Hebrew 
letters but in English, one 
website says 10, another says 
12 and still another says 16. 
If you think that’s confus-
ing, give some thought to 
the dates. Sometimes Cha-
nukah falls out early. Some-
times it is late. When is on 
time? Does anybody know? 
Yes. I do. The holiday falls on 
the 25th day of the Hebrew 
month of Kislev. Now, since 
the Hebrew calendar does 
not coincide with the west-
ern calendar that we use, we 
are even more confused.

Some time ago I was vis-
iting a kindergarten class at 
PS 115 and I asked a Jewish 
youngster if he knows what 
Hanukkah is. I got this an-
swer: “Hanukkah is the Jew-
ish Christmas but instead of 
Santa Claus coming on only 
one night, Hanukah Harry 
visits every night for eight 
nights. Sometimes he brings 
toys, and sometimes he 
brings Hanukkah Gelt. Gelt 
is money. Sometimes the Gelt 
is real but most of the time 
we get coins made of choco-
late that look like money and 
they are delicious.” 

I was in my local Hall-
mark store shopping for 
Hanukkah cards and got 
into my annual conversa-

tion with the manager. He 
admitted that holiday card 
sales have been down for the 
past few years and they’ve 
been getting progressively 
worse. One doesn’t have to 
be a marketing expert to 
understand why. More and 
more people are sending In-
ternet cards. They’re free 
and they don’t require post-
age. But a real downside of 
e-cards, though, is that it is 
a bit difficult to pin them to 
the doorframe.

A bigger reason sales are 
off is because of the cost. 
Have you seen the prices of 
greeting cards lately? De-
cent greeting cards start at 
two bucks each and rise from 
there. Three, four or five 
dollars for a folded piece of 
lightweight cardboard with 
a pretty picture and a senti-
ment written by a seventh 
grader is just not worth it. I 
really understand why more 
and more of us are printing 
our own cards on the com-
puter, or doing our shopping 
at the local dollar store where 
cards are two for a buck. 

The celebration of Ha-
nukkah deals with the mir-
acle of the oil when one day’s 
worth amazingly burned 
for eight days, allowing the 
eternal flame in Jerusalem’s 
Holy Temple to remain lit. 
This marvel is recalled by 
the use of foods fried in oil 
such as the traditional lat-
kes (potato pancakes). 

I am StanGershbein@
Bellsouth.net telling my 
Jewish friends to keep the 
Hanukkah tradition alive. 
Eat latkes.

ayor Bloomberg is gone 
but certainly not forgot-
ten, and now the city has 

to deal with his past gift — the 
bike-sharing plan.

According to a recent item 
on 1010 WINS online, Comp-
troller Scott Stringer reported 
that there are big problems 
with the big wheels right here 
in the Big Apple. 

Spotty maintenance, clean-
liness and problematic dock-
ing stations, to name a few. 
And although the bike-share 
program is a “critical com-
ponent of our transportation 
network,” he said, “improve-
ments need to be made,” in or-
der to keep those spokes spit 
shining and well-oiled. 

Now, we all know that keep-
ing bikes clean when they 
are out in the open ain’t no 
easy task. And apparently the 
agency that the city contracted 
to take care of the bikes is not 
up to the task.

Tsk tsk, what will we do?
By Jove, I’ve got it:
Municipal bike employment 

opportunities. Unlike Mayor 
Mike’s “Opportunities” pro-
gram (the other gift that keeps 
on taking, where parents are 
paid to be good parents), this 
program would actually re-
quire work.

Job No. 1, Bike cleaners: 

Open competitive citywide en-
trance exam, union, and start-
ing salary of $20 an hour with 
full benefits after three months, 
and pension after 20 years. 

The bikes need to be ad-
equately inspected too. After 
all, a well-oiled bike is a happy 
bike and a happy bike is one 
that doesn’t cause accidents 
that will cause the rider to sue 
the city up the wazoo.

Job No. 2, Bike examiners: 
Open competitive citywide 
exam, but this one will require 
applicants to have bike exam-
ining experience, start them 
off with $25 an hour (after all, 
they have skills) and full ben-

efits after three months, with a 
20-year pension plan in place. 

Lastly, the audit showed 
that the docking stations were 
sadly lacking, inconvenienc-
ing riders and discouraging 
growth in the system.

Job No. 3, Docking station 
manager: This really is special-
ized. The entrance exam should 
be highly specific, not available 
to open competition, and cover 
docking station abilities.

Starting salary will begin 
at $35 commensurate with 
managerial experience; full 
benefits after three months, 
and a hefty retirement pack-
age after 20 years. 

Problems solved.
The entrance exams will 

bring in loads of money and the 
bikes will be adequately taken 
care of. 

You realize, however, that 
the money coming from the 
current program will not offset 
the money going out, which will 
necessitate a raise of our taxes 
and a raise in the rental fee. 

This truly is a gift that 
keeps on giving — agita. 

Not for Nuthin™, but since 
the Department of Transpor-
tation does such a great job on 
our highways and byways, the 
department should also be in 
charge of these new positions. 
Yeah, right. 

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION

A BRITISHER’S
VIEW
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HAVIN’ A PARTY

HAVE SANTA  
DELIVERED TO YOUR 

HOME, OFFICE  
OR SCHOOL

Santa Suits available for purchase at 

$24.99

Come in for all your party & paper goods

ENTERTAINMENT 
BALLOONS 

PAPER GOODS 
FAVORS 

PARTY RENTALS

Don’t forget CHAIRS & TABLES for rent

’m madder than a longhorn 
steer at the business end 
of a knife held by a short-

order cook over the fact that I 
almost got duped into buying 
my favorite Christmas pres-
ent for more money than the 
asking price needed to be!

Look, you all  know the 
ol’Screecher has a tough time 
getting money out of the mat-
tress under the floor boards in 
the attic not so much because 
it is so difficult to get up there, 
but more so because of the fact 
it pains me to spend anything 
on anything that doesn’t even-
tually end up in my stomach.

That’s why I was so excited 
to see an add in last week’s 
Sunday newspaper that prom-
ise some of the best steaks 
from Omaha for just $49.99! 
I finally had the perfect pres-
ent to give to all my friends 
and relatives: something they 
could cook for me the next 
time I come over! So I dialed 
up the 800 number on the 
telephone in the kitchen and 
was ready to order huge car-
tons of filet mignons, top sir-
loin steaks, boneless chicken 
breasts, steak burgers, gour-
met jumbo franks, and stuffed 
baked potatoes for everyone 

one I could think of, think-
ing I could get me some good 
eatings (without even having 
to clear the table and do the 
dishes) for weeks to come!

But as usual, the moment 
I got through to the operator 
I got put on hold, and couldn’t 
place my order as quickly as I 
wanted to. I decided to spend 
the time I now had to spare 
spending quality time on the 
terlet around the corner from 
the kitchen. I grabbed the 

newspaper and stretched the 
kitchen phone cord into the 
bathroom and got down to 
business.

That’s when I turned the 
page and almost fell off my 
throne! Lo and behold before 
my eyes was another ad for 
the steaks — but this time for 
$39.99!

A few moments later I had 
a representative on the phone, 
and I demanded to know how 
they had the gall, the nerve, 
and the audacity to charge both 
$39.99 and $49.99 for the same 
thing in the same paper!?

And she retorted, “Well, 
which one do you want?”

I guess she could see the 
steam coming out of my ears 
from across the line when, af-
ter a moment of silence, she 
answered herself:

“I guess you want the 
cheaper one.”

I placed the order and, 
later on, picked up a copy of 
the Daily News where I was 
shocked — shocked — to learn 
that Kate Middleton wore a 
dress she had worn before 
when she came to New York. 
Now, I know what you’re 
thinking: “Screecher, you’re 
messing with the time line. 

Are you trying to say she wore 
the same dress when she was 
here last time, or are you say-
ing she wore the same dress 
some other time someplace 
else, and now she is wearing it 
in New York?”

My answer to you is “Who 
cares!” I’m actually glad she 
had the moxie to re-use her 
clothes. I guess even royals 
wash their clothes and intend 
to wear them at some other 
time. I really think the News 
has better use for its front 
page ink — like scaring away 
octopusses! 

Now for coming attractions 
of refreshing good news. 

Maria Campanella, better 
known as the Ice Cream Girl, 
is coming out with a children’s 
book centered around her ad-
ventures with her loyal sidekick 
“Chicken,” a teacup-sized Mal-
tese dog. Maria runs the neigh-
borhood ice cream truck and 
is beloved by the children who 
impatiently wait to hear her 
coming. She is friendly, patient, 
kind, cool, fun, reliable, smart, 
wise, and totally committed to 
the communities she tirelessly 
serves — not only withe the Ice 
cream she sells, but also with 
the hours and hours of commu-

nity work she does.
Maria serves as a big sis-

ter and guardian angel to the 
neighborhood kid, always 
there to have fun with them, 
look after them, and, more 
importantly, guide them. Her 
book caters primarily to chil-
dren 10 and under — a con-
stituency of more than a mil-
lion children right here in New 
York City. The book is dedi-
cated to her late father Chubby 
(who trained her in the art of 
mobile ice creamifiation) and 
her mom Mama Rita, who both 
are naturally part of the book.

Maria, I’m anxiously wait-
ing for my autographed copy 
from you.  It should say: “To 
my biggest loser in my Spu-
moni Eating Contest at L&B 
Spumoni Gardens.”

Speaking of goodies, 
BWECC!’s 54th gala’s honorees 
will be introduced at a cake-
cutting ceremony in Harway 
Terrace’s Community Room 
on Thursday, Dec.18. For info 
contact bwecc@aol.com

Happy birthday to Randi 
and welcome to my beauti-
ful great, great grandnephew 
Christian Matthew, born Dec. 
7.

Screech at you next week!

BIG
SCREECHER
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HARBOR WATCH
Members of our armed forces 
and their families are gear-
ing up for the holiday season. 

Pennsylvania
Thousands gathered at 

Washington Crossing Park, 
Pa., on Dec. 7 to witness the 
full dress rehearsal for the 
62nd annual re-enactment 
of Gen. George Washington’s 
crossing of the Delaware 
River during the American 
Revolution — a salute to the 
Army’s role in the indepen-
dence of the United States.

Washington’s nighttime 
river crossing on Christmas 
Eve in 1776 led to success 
at the Battle of Trenton on 
Christmas Day, and is often 
credited with sustaining the 
war effort after several routs 
in New York and a colonial 
retreat across New Jersey.

Serving as narrator for 
the event was Maj. Gen. Mar-
garet W. Boor, command-
ing general of the Army 
Reserve’s 99th Regional Sup-
port Command, headquar-
tered at Joint Base McGuire-
Dix-Lakehurst, New Jersey.

“At that time, the Army 
was made up of Continen-
tal soldiers and militia, just 

as today’s total force is com-
prised of active-duty and re-
serve-component soldiers 
serving side-by-side,” Boor 
said.

The event was hosted by 
the Washington Crossing 
Foundation and featured 
hundreds of volunteers from 
the Washington Crossing 
Re-enactors Society portray-
ing Gen. Washington and his 
troops, as well as everyday 
18th-century citizens par-
ticipating in colonial-era ac-
tivities and demonstrations 
throughout the park’s his-
toric village.

“The Continental Army 
and militia’s legacy of proud 
and honorable service lives 
on within the brave men 
and women who wear the 
uniform today,” Boor said. 
“Today’s service members 
are carrying the torch that 
was fi rst lit nearly two and a 
half centuries ago when our 
newly formed nation fought 
for freedom from rule with-
out representation.

New York
About 20 soldiers and 

Airmen of the New York Na-
tional Guard volunteered in 

HARBOR WATCH
The U.S. Army’s “Soldier for 
Life” campaign is designed 
to ensure that soldiers start 
strong, serve strong, and rein-
tegrate strong so they remain 
“Army Strong” when they 
leave service or retire, and re-
turn to their communities.

Staff Sgt. Ronald Bartley 
has already run youth bas-
ketball camps in Colorado 
Springs while stationed at 
Fort Carson, Colorado, and in-
tends to coach throughout the 
remainder of his military ca-
reer and beyond.

As a 38-year-old All-Army 
starting point guard compet-
ing with and against some of 
America’s best military bas-
ketball players, Bartley has 
more than met the Army’s vi-
sion of a balanced, healthy, 
self-confi dent soldier. As the 
oldest player on the team, Bar-
tley helped the All-Army men 
strike silver at the 2014 Armed 
Forces Basketball Champion-
ships, Nov. 7–12, at U.S. Ma-
rine Corps Base, Camp Pend-
leton, California.

In 2004, Bartley helped All-
Army win the Armed Forces 
Championship at Charleston 
Air Force Base, South Caro-
lina. He returned for the 2005 
tournament at Camp Pendle-
ton, but was deployed to Camp 
Liberty in Iraq through-
out 2006–07. He rejoined the 
All-Army squad for the 2008 
Armed Forces Championships 
at Fort Indiantown Gap, Penn-
sylvania, where he was named 
to the All-Armed Forces team. 

Bartley returned for the 
2009 tourney at Naval Support 
Activity Mid-South in Mill-
ington, Tennessee, and helped 
All-Army secure silver at the 
2010 Armed Forces Champion-
ship, at Fort Myer, Virginia. 
He missed the 2011 tourna-
ment while stationed in South 
Korea, but was back on the 
court for the black and gold at 
the 2012 Armed Forces Cham-
pionships, at Joint Base San 
Antonio-Lackland Air Force 

Base, where All-Army failed 
to reach the title tilt. Bartley 
prematurely announced his 
retirement as a player that 
day.

“This is it for me,” Bartley 
said, following a 73–67 loss to 
All-Air Force, which knocked 
All-Army out of medal con-
tention. “This is my last year. 
I’m going to try to get into the 
coaching ranks. I’m going 
to give my spot to the young 
guys.”

Bartley was 36 then, al-
ready an aging player cling-
ing to a young man’s game. 
He sensed that it was time to 
start giving back. The fur-
thest thing from his mind was 
another comeback. He did not, 
however, have it in his heart 
to walk away. The 2013 Armed 
Forces Championships were 
cancelled because of seques-
tration, but the annual tradi-
tion resumed in 2014.

When Bartley, at Fort Gor-
don, Georgia, learned that 
longtime basketball friend 
Capt. Carl Little of Fort Ben-
ning, Georgia, was named 
head coach of the All-Army 
team, he was determined to 
take one more shot at his elu-

sive second Armed Forces 
gold medal.

A native of Norfolk, Vir-
ginia, Bartley played for Deep 
Creek High School in Chesa-
peake, Virginia. After two 
years at Allegheny Commu-
nity College, he transferred 
to NCAA Division II Shaw 
University in Raleigh, North 
Carolina, where he played two 
seasons. He left school without 
his degree to play two years 
professionally in Lisbon for 
Portugal Telecom in the Por-
tugal B League. 

After getting cut, he joined 
the Army in 2003. Had he not 
discovered All-Army and 
Armed Forces basketball, 
Bartley would no longer be in 
the military.

“Oh, no,” Bartley said. “I 
wouldn’t have been aiming for 
20 [years of service]. I would 
have done my four, fi nished 
getting my degree, and got out. 
But because of the basketball, 
it has allowed me to stay in.”

Beyond the Armed Forces 
Championships, Bartley has 
represented the Army on Con-
seil International du Sport Mil-
itaire, or CISM, squads at the 

Continued on page 30Continued on page 30

Soldier for Life campaign keeps Army strong

B-ball & the Army

They’re crossing the 
Delaware again!

FIFE AND DRUMS: Members of the Washington Crossing Re-enactors 
Society transported themselves and audience members back to the 
18th century during the Dec. 7 dress rehearsal for the 62nd-Annual 
Crossing of the Delaware re-enactment, scheduled for Christmas Day 
at Washington Crossing Historic Park, Pa. Sgt. Salvatore Ottaviano

PLYING THE BOARDS: Sgt. Ron Bartley of Fort Carson, Colo., drives past 
Senior Airman Ollie Bradley of Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala., during All-Ar-
my’s 95-93 overtime victory over All-Air Force in the Armed Forces Men’s 
Basketball Championship Tournament on March 26 at Fort Indiantown 
Gap, Pa. Tim Hipps
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HARBOR WATCH
The Army announced that 
Ainsworth Army Health 
Clinic at Fort Hamilton Army 
Base will close its doors ef-
fective March 31, 2015. The 
clinic, which opened in 1976, 
was originally opened to pro-
vide primary care for sol-
diers, family members, retir-
ees, and other benefi ciaries.  
Through the years, the mis-
sion of the Ainsworth Clinic 
has changed and it is no lon-
ger needed to support the lo-
cal military population. This 
discontinuance results in a 
decrease of one military and 
two civilian authorizations at 
Fort Hamilton.

 Since 2004, the Ainsworth 
Clinic has not served as a pri-
mary care enrollment site. Ac-
tive Duty Service Members and 
their families are served by 
TRICARE Prime Remote. The 
clinic has primarily provided 
occupational health services 
to the employees on Fort Ham-
ilton and pharmacy services to 
local benefi ciaries. In an era of 
reduced resources, stationing 
analysis deems continuance 
of clinic operations to be ineffi -
cient and cost prohibitive.

 A Memorandum of Agree-
ment between Keller Army 
Community Hospital and 
the Department of Veterans 
Affairs’ New York Harbor 
Healthcare System (Brooklyn 
campus) will provide occupa-
tional health services for the 
Fort Hamilton employees. The 
Brooklyn Veterans Affairs is 
located across the street from 

Fort Hamilton. A signed Mem-
orandum of Agreement is an-
ticipated in the fall 2014. The 
Ainsworth Clinic will con-
tinue to provide pharmacy 
services to benefi ciaries and 
occupational health services 

to Fort Hamilton employees 
until March 31, 2015. Although 
the clinic is closing, conve-
nient pharmacy services are 
available to benefi ciaries 
through the TRICARE Home 
Delivery Program. TRICARE 

Home Delivery offers free ge-
neric medications, refi lls, 
multiple checkpoints that en-
hance safety and accuracy, de-
livery to the address of choice 
with no cost for standard ship-
ping and access to a pharma-

cist 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week.

New York  Guard 
to Puerto Rico

New York Army National 
Guard soldiers conducted a 
three-day training exercise in 
Puerto Rico from Dec. 11 to 13.

While there the Guards-
men joined 30 soldiers from 
the New York Army National 
Guard’s Company B, 3rd Bat-
talion 142nd Aviation, based 
at Ronkonkoma, who loaded 
three UH-60 Blackhawk heli-
copters on New York Air Na-
tional Guard C-17 cargo air-
craft and fl ew to Puerto Rico 
last week.

The C-17s are fl own by the 
105th Airlift Wing at Stewart 
Air National Guard Base in 
Newburgh.

The soldiers  participated in 
tactical training at the Puerto 
Rico Army National Guard’s 
Camp Santiago Training Fa-
cility. The training focused on 
defense and offensive opera-
tions, integrated with air as-
sault tactics employing the he-
licopters of the 3rd Battalion 
142nd Aviation.

The Camp Santiago facility 
was used for the training mis-
sion because the weather of-
fers a better training climate 
in December and it allowed 
the troops to practice moving 
and fi ghting in a tropical envi-
ronment. Conducting training 
in Puerto Rico also allowed 
the soldiers to practice the lo-
gistical skills needed to deploy 
troops overseas.

Around the bases and beyond

support of Trees for Troops at 
Ellms Christmas Tree Farm 
in Ballston Spa, N.Y., on Dec. 3. 
The Guardsmen loaded trees 
donated from area tree farms 
as part of a nationwide effort 
to deliver Christmas trees to 
troops and military families 
around the world.

“This year, from here, 
there’s probably going to be 
over 160 trees from 16 farms and 
nurseries that are local here,” 
said owner and coordinator 
Chip Ellms. “We’ve now deliv-
ered more than 135,000 trees to 
families and service members 
all around the country.”

This marks the 10th year 
of New York National Guard 
members volunteering their 
time to assist in the loading 
of trees. This year’s collection 
from Ballston Spa is destined 

for Fort Bragg military fami-
lies, Ellms said.

“You know, after 10 years, 
I would have thought that 
the support for this program 
would have tapered off, but 
we’ve seen this continue to 
grow year after year,” he said. 

North Carolina
Parachutes fi lled the skies 

over Sicily Drop Zone at Fort 
Bragg, N.C., signaling the 
start of the 17th annual Randy 
Oler Memorial Operation Toy 
Drop on Dec. 5 and 6.

Hosted by the U.S. Army 
Civil Affairs and Psychologi-
cal Operations Command 
(Airborne), or USACAPOC, an 
operational command under 
the U.S. Army Reserve Com-
mand, Operation Toy Drop is 
a nearly two-week gathering 
of soldiers, volunteers, and al-
lied jumpmasters, who spread 
the holiday spirit throughout 
the area.

Billed as the largest com-
bined airborne operation in 
the world, Operation Toy Drop 
has a much deeper meaning — 
giving back to those in need in 
the communities surrounding 
Fort Bragg.

“Toy Drop really is a contin-
uum of service,” said Lt. Col. 
Aaron Clapsaddle, chief of the 
USACAPOC Air Operations Di-
vision and Operation Toy Drop 
airborne commander. “All of 
our service members provide 
a service to the country and 
in many cases, the community 
also provides services back to 
those in uniform. 

This year’s fi rst soldier 
in line to donate a new, un-
wrapped toy was Pfc. Ezekiel 
Polite of El Paso, Texas. 

“It’s all about the kids,” 
Polite said, before donating a 
child’s scooter. “I try to stay 
humble and remind myself 
that this is for the kids. I do 
what I can.”

annual Supreme Headquar-
ters Allied Powers Europe 
tournament, and in other in-
ternational military tourna-
ments. He helped Team USA 
win the 2008 CISM Basket-
ball Championship, at Lack-
land Air Force Base.

“Ah, man, it’s been the 
greatest,” Bartley said. “It’s 
made my military career 
so far. I have had great fun. 
Met great players and great 
guys — all my friends I’ve 
met through Armed Forces 
Sports. The travel is ridic-
ulous. I had never been to 
places like Lithuania and 
Croatia … going to Ger-
many. The whole experience, 
I would never change it for 
the world, anything. It’s been 
great.”

Along the way, Bart-

ley realized how to better 
move about the Army sys-
tem and to better live mili-
tary life.

“You’re networking,” he 
explained. “You’re meeting 
people in higher ranks and 
they’re giving you insight 
on different things, mili-
tary experience and things 
that help, so defi nitely, bas-
ketball has made me decide 
to go ahead and do my 20 
years.”

Bartley and Little played 
together in the Hampton 
Roads Pro-Am League, and 
later waged on-court battles 
in South Korea while Bar-
tley was stationed at U.S. 
Army Garrison Yongsan 
and Little, then with the Air 
Force, was at Osan Air Base. 
When Bartley was playing 
for Shaw University, Little 
was playing in the same con-
ference for Virginia State 
University.

TAKE OFF: A UH-60 Blackhawk helicopter loads onto a New York Air National Guard C-17 en route to a training 
exercise in Puerto Rico. Courtesy National Guard

Continued from cover

B-BALL
Continued from cover

DELAWARE
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Miranda Kerr

BEST EXOTIC
1401 Sheepshead Bay Rd
718.513.0990 
Brooklyn

HEART TO HEART GIFTS
9006 3rd Ave
718.680.6586
Brooklyn
 

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th St
718.491.6666
Brooklyn

SHARAGANO
2080 86th St
718.946.2675
Brooklyn

Visit one of these authorized Swarovski retailers this holiday season 

and receive your sparkling Crystal Star Ornament with purchase.* 

A Perfect holiday gift enhancement or gift for yourself! 

*Offer valid only at participating Swarovski partner boutiques. One per customer, while supplies last. Offer valid with $150 minimum Swarovski purchase.
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LATE PAGE

wedding guide

KARP KIA

per mo.

24
mo. lease
$3,699 Due at

inception. Tax title

& MV fees add'l.

$109
†

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, and More! Stk#K49092

BRAND NEW
2015 KIASORENTO LX

BRAND NEW 2015 KIA

OPTIMA LX

PER MO./24 MO. LEASE
$3,739 due at inception.

Tax, title & MV fees add’l.  

$149
†

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, and More! Stk#K42975

BRAND NEW
2015 KIAK900

PER MO./30 MO. LEASE
$4,129 due at inception.

Tax, title & MV fees add’l. 

$539
†

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, and More! Stk#K43294

BRAND NEW
2015 KIAFORTE LX4 Door

Sedan

PER MO./36 MO. LEASE
$3,679 due at inception.

Tax, title & MV fees add’l.  

$89
†

ONLY 
3 LEFT 
AT THIS PRICE!

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L and More ! Stk#K43181

372 SUNRISE HWY, ROCKVILLE CENTRE   888-864-5029 • GetKiasForLess.com
SALES: Mon-Thur 9-9, Fri 9-7, Sat 9-5, Sun 9-5                                                          SERVICE : Mon-Thur 7-9 Fri 7-7, Sat 7:30-5WE HONOR ALL COMPETITOR

DEALER SERVICE COUPONS

OPEN SUNDAY
9AM-5PM FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE! 

DOWN
AVAILABLE!

†Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title & MV fees which are add’l and due at inception. Closed end lease subject to credit approval. Due at inception includes: $2,995 down payment, $595 bank
fee, 1st month’s payment & $0 security depost. TP/PO: $2,626/$13,539 (Optima), 35766/$15,019 (Sorento), $2136/$10,574 (Forte),$16170/$39,176 (K900). Leases are $0.20/mile over 12K mi/yr, (K900 is
$0.20/mi over 10K mi/yr). Lessee responsible for excess wear/tear/maint/repair. Photos for illustrative purposes only. Dealer not responsible for typographical errors. Offers expire 1/4/15.

HONESTY & INTEGRITY
Never any phony fees or false "add ons" Bring us any ad

and we'll help you separate "fact from fiction"
100%

APPROVAL!

BAD CREDIT, SO WHAT!OUR
GOAL

IS
If You Have A Current Pay Stub
And A Steady Job, You Can Qualify,
Regardless Of Past Credit History.

*Warranty is a 
limited powertrain 
warranty. For details,
see retailer or go to
kia.com.

KARP IS
AMAZING!

Just 15 Minutes
from Bayridge!

No Tolls! 

$0
72mos.

AVAILABLE!

COLLEGE GRAD
FIRST-TIME
BUYER REBATES
AVAILABLE!

0%APR
FINANCING

$400

UP
TO
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ̂ Slight 
h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, 
tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ^Slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

A Lot of Luxury

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

2011 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
SPORT HSE

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #6400. 
43k miles. 

$39,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #8199. 
4k miles. 

 2013 MERCEDES S65AMG
$119,000

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3881. 
18k miles. 

2013 BMW 328i xDrive
$24,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 17K miles, stk 
#6101. TMU.

GL450
$32,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

G37
AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7774. 
8k miles. 

2012 INFINITI

$19,595
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES
Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 44K, Stk 
#8159.

GLK350
$19,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3824. 
14k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

2011 MERCEDES C300^

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 INFINITI M37
$22,995

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1237. 
27k miles. 

2011 MERCEDES E350
$22,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1318. 
15k miles.

MDX2011 ACURA

$21,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, 
p/s. Stk #1321. 48k 
miles. 

2011 MERCEDES ML350
$21,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5589. 
25k miles.

CAMARO2014 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #6879. 15k 
miles. 

$16,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2013 ACURA

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7918. 
17k miles. 

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

TL

CORVETTE2013 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #9700. 34k 
miles. 

$33,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-888-396-2567
VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 
situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for 

excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2012 Ford Fusion, 27k 1880 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515 $8,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 20k 1226 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 888-396-2567For Complimentary Pick Up

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND 
RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT 

SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $14,888 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400 
         MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995

1%
 IS ALL YOU PAY TO DRIVE AW

AY! W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  
EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! EASY FINANCING! ††20
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ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

$103BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 2595, 35k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

$139BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 42k miles, Stk#10534

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$15,995

'14 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

$22,995

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

$10,995
'12 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#1404

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$13,995
'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1034

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$21,995
'11 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$16,900

'12 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

XXXX
DDDAAASSSHHH TTTHHHRRROOOUUUGGGHHH TTTHHHEEE SSSNNNOOOWWW

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2005 Chevy TrailBlazer, 81k J1066 $5,995
 2004 Nissan Pathfinder, 107k 9891 $5,995
 2005 Ford Expedition, 122k 8789 $5,995
 2006 Subaru Forester, 67k 10695 $6,995
 2008 Jeep Commander, 129k 182946 $6,995
 2006 BMW X3, 128k A75616 $6,995
 2006 Toyota Rav 4, 114k 2554 $7,500

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2010 Ford Explorer, 82k 8301 $7,995
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $7,995
 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995
 2006 Honda Ridgeline, 135k 4629 $9,595
 2006 BMW X5, 85k Y39624 $9,995
 2006 Mercedes R-Class, 88k J2048     $10,995
 2004 Chevy Avalanche, 88k J1462     $10,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE 
 2007 Jeep Gr Cherokee, 98k J1091     $10,995
 2010 Mitsubishi Endeavor, 54k 001305   $11,995
 2007 Toyota 4Runner, 86k 9610       $12,995
 2006 Cadillac Escalade, 100k 10464     $12,995
 2007 Hummer H3, 47k J1218     $13,995
 2008 Porsche Cayenne, 83k 10535     $14,995
 2007 Toyota FJ Cruiser, 70k 62323     $16,995
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By Trupti Rami

Talk about going out on a limb!
“Eyes of Time,” the latest 

exhibit at the Brooklyn Museum’s 
Elizabeth A. Sackler Center for Feminist 
Art is a 60-foot wall mural featuring 
Kali, the Hindu goddess of destruction 
and rebirth, who has six arms, three 
legs, and three breasts. The artist respon-
sible said she spent years developing 
the female-focused imagery used in the 
show, during which time she became 
especially drawn to Kali — one of the 
female figures honored in Judy Chicago’s 
famed installation “The Dinner Party,” 
which is the centerpiece of the center’s 
collection. 

“Kali represents as certain kind of 
femininity that we don’t often see rep-

resented,” said Chitra Ganesh, who was 
born and raised in Brooklyn and has 
lived in Ditmas Park for the past 10 years. 
“The fact that she’s portrayed as angry 
and confrontational and powerful, not a 
dainty lady.”

Hanging above the mural are over 
150 prayer flags, which are intended to 
invoke an institution or temple, Ganesh 
said. The flags — each of which has a 
silkscreen image printed on it — are 
made from her mother’s old saris, as well 
as materials she picked up on her travels 
to India and Vietnam, fabric houses in the 
Garment District, and Materials for the 
Arts in Long Island City.

“I was living in India last year for one 
year with my partner, that’s when we 
sourced,” she said. “I went to these amaz-

ing markets in New Dehli and Saigon to 
get some of the materials.” 

In addition to the mural, the exhibition 
features five prints exploring feminine 
images from artists Shoichi Ida, Kiki 
Smith, and Barbara Jones-Hogu Born, 
as well as “Tales of Amnesia,” an Indian 
comic book-inspired zine Ganesh made 
in 2002. On a column in the middle of 
the room, there are two small, ancient 
sculptures of Kali and the Egyptian war-
rior goddess Sekhmet.

“The museum has an extraordinary 
collection,” said Ganesh. “To have fig-
ures of Kali and Sekhmet that were from 
the 17th century and 664 B.C.E., respec-
tively, just sitting on the column with my 
stuff was amazing.”

This is Ganesh’s first solo show at 

the Brooklyn Museum. She said that 
putting together the show inside the arts 
institution was a profound experience in 
and of itself, as she discovered just how 
many people in the borough her art could 
reach.

“Working there when it was both open 
and closed you see old people, young 
people, rich people, poor people, school 
groups, individuals, artists,” she said. “It’s 
really very active, happening space.”

“Chitra Ganesh: Eyes of Time” at 
Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
between Washington and Flatbush 
avenues in Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000, www.brooklynmuseum.org]. 
Exhibition runs through July 12. $12 ($8 
members and students, free for children 
under 12).

D’Park artist creates 60-foot mural celebrating Hindu goddess

Hand of goddess: Artist Chitra Ganesh with her new mural 
“Eyes of Time” at the Brooklyn Museum. Photo by Cate Dingley

Heavily armed
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By Vanessa Ogle

Art isn’t just imitating life. For 
this artist, her work is also a way 
to live.  

Artist Lindsay Abromaitis-Smith will 
give a performance about her experi-
ences living with Amyotrophic Lateral 
Sclerosis  — also known as Lou Gehrig’s 
disease — at Five Myles Gallery in Crown 
Heights on Dec. 19–21. In “Bloom. She is 
Descending,” Abromaitis-Smith explores 
the way the disease affects how she 
moves in her own body. But the artist said 
the performances themselves have also 
helped her cope with those changes. 

“Part of why I am making the show 
is so that I have a way to deal with what 
is happening — I really try to make 
sense of it and it gives me a focus,” said 
Abromaitis-Smith, who is a former pup-
peteer who lives in the Bronx and has 
been performing about her experience 
since the summer of 2013. “When I’m on 
stage, I guess I can tap into the emotions 
that I’m wrestling with every day, but I 
also feel like I’m really trying to get in 
touch with something more universal.”

The show is rooted in nature — 

Abromaitis-Smith uses dirt, twigs, and 
other natural fibers in her performances. 
The performance is very raw and earthy, 
she said, and was partially inspired by an 
ephemeral goddess she dreamed of the 
night before she was before she was diag-
nosed with the disease in 2012.  

“I had a dream that there was a god-
dess who was made out of f lowers and 
plants and she told me — and I’m quoting 
her — she said, ‘You have to learn how 
to physically manifest differently,’ ” said 
Abromaitis-Smith. “And then she would 
sing and every time she sang she had 
human form, she had skin, and became 
human and then she would go back to 
being f lowers.”

Abromaitis-Smith no longer has the 
dexterity to use puppets, so she performs 
alongside Sarah Lafferty, who plays the 
goddess, and dancer Misha Braun. A 
band also accompanies the trio onstage.

One of the show’s designers said the 
performance highlights Abromaitis-
Smith’s connection with nature and the 
ways the disease has changed her daily 
life. 

“The way she feels about the physical 

world is completely different — the dis-
ease has changed her entire relationship 
to the world we take for granted,” said 
Jessica Scott, who has been friends with 
Abromaitis-Smith for 10 years and is the 
designer of an installation and puppets 
used in the performance. “It is the content 
that is really ambitious and scary and per-
sonal and really intimate. I’ve never done 
a show that has been about something so 
important to me.” 

But Abromaitis-Smith said the show 
is about more than just her disease, and 

she hopes the audience connects with the 
over-arching theme.

“Clearly, this show is my story with 
the disease but I’m hoping very much that 
anyone who sees it, whether or not they 
know me, can take something about the 
human experiences with them,” she said. 

“Bloom. She is Descending” at Five 
Myles Gallery [558 Saint Johns Pl. between 
Classon and Franklin avenues in Crown 
Heights, (718) 783–4438, www.fivemyles.
org]. Dec. 19–21 at 7 pm. Installation on 
view Dec. 20 and 21 at 1–6 pm.  

By Noah Hurowitz

SantaCon never made it to 
Bushwick, but the evil twin of 
Saint Nick is coming to Gowanus 

on Dec. 20.
The Morbid Anatomy Museum is 

once again throwing its annual Krampus 
Costume Party, celebrating the more 
sinister side of the holiday season.

“We’ve got the whole naughty or nice 
thing, it even has a song, but Krampus 
really reinforces what happens if you’re 
naughty,” said Joanna Ebenstein, the 
museum’s creative director. 

According to Eastern European 
lore, Krampus is a companion of Saint 
Nicholas who enforces the harsh side 
of justice while the jolly guy in the red 
suit hands out the treats. The mythical 
creature sports horns, gnarled features, 
and a penchant for kidnapping naughty 
children and whipping them with a 
birch bark switch, so he poses far more 
of a threat than the odd piece of stock-
ing coal American kids have to fear. 

Ebenstein first discovered the anti-
Santa when she was living in Hungary. 
She said Krampus captivated her 
because he was a perfect illustration of 
how people on this side of the Atlantic 
Ocean shy away from unpleasantness.

“Krampus really shows how 
Americans often just focus on the good 

aspects of things,” she said. “In Eastern 
Europe, where history has been a lot 
harsher, there is not such an easy out. 
If you’re a bad kid, you might be beaten 
with a birch switch.”

The museum hosted its first 
Krampus party six years ago, and the 
event has grown into a big annual tradi-
tion since then. This year’s festivities 
will include a talk from a Krampus 
expert, disc jockey Vince Clarke (for-
merly of New Wave pioneers Depeche 
Mode) spinning tunes, a Krampus cos-
tume contest, raffles, free booze and 

cake, drag and burlesque performances, 
and a photo booth designed to look like 
the basket Krampus uses to kidnap 
misbehaving kids.

And, of course, both Saint Nicholas 
and Krampus themselves will drop by 
to decide whether you have been naugh-
ty or nice this year.

Krampus Costume Party at the 
Morbid Anatomy Museum [424-A Third 
Ave. between Sixth and Seventh streets 
in Gowanus, (347) 799–1017, www.mor-
bidanatomymuseum.org]. Dec. 20 at 8 
pm. $25, $15 for museum members. 

Artist creates show about life with ALS

Raw and real: Lindsay Abromaitis-Smith’s performance “Bloom. She is Descending” shows how 
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis has forced the artist to move differently within her body, but has also 
helped her connect with nature.  Sarrah Danziger

A MOVING 
PERFORMANCE

Krampus party celebrates dark holiday legend

Speaking in tongues: A man dressed as Krampus in Austria. Associated Press / Martin Schalk

The cake is a lie: The Krampus Costume Party always features a 
Krampus cake. Morbid Anatomy Museum
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LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH
Karaoke Mon.& Wed. 8pm

 LIVE MUSIC
  Thurs. – Sun.

  Frankie Marra Band
presents

7717 3rd Ave., Bay Ridge  GreenhouseCafe.com  Valet Parking

718 -989 - 8952

 

 
       

 

Christmas Eve Dinner
$38+ Tax & Gratuity

Choice of Appetizer
Caesar Salad
Dinner Salad 

Fried Calamari 
Seafood Salad 

Lasagna Bolognese 
Soup du Jour 

Choice of Entrée
 Shrimp Scampi, Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic & Butter 

Roast Loin of Pork with Baconkraut and Dark Ale Gravy
Chicken Cutlet Parmigiana 

Boneless Breast of Chicken Francaise
Seafood Fra Diavlo Over Angel Hair Pasta (Mild or Spicy)

Penne Vodka with Grilled Chicken
Cold Water Salmon with Citrus Chive Sauce

Filet Mignon 10 oz. Cut  ($12 Extra)
Twin 5 oz. Lobster Tails ($12 Extra)

Surf & Turf – 5 oz. Filet, 5 oz. Tail ($12 Extra)
All Entrees Served With Potato or Rice and Vegetable Garni 

Choice of Dessert
Ice Cream or Sherbet 

Chocolate Mousse 
Tiramisu 

Cheesecake 
Fresh Fruit Plate 

Apple Strudel 

COFFEE  TEA

KIDS MENU
Fresh Fruit

Chicken Parmigiana or Chicken Nuggets 
with French Fries

Ice Cream Or Chocolate Mousse

$1695 
Per Child

+Tax & Gratuity 

New Years Eve Celebration
Choice of Appetizer

Lasagna Bolognese  Stuffed Mushrooms  Soup Du Jour 
Fried Calamari   Grand House Salad  Caesar Salad

Choice of Entrée
Roast Pork Loin

Served with Baconkraut Dark Ale Gravy
Chicken Francaise

Egg Battered Sautéed with White Wine Lemon Butter Sauce
Filet Mignon 10 oz. Cut

Server with  Béarnaise and Bordelaise Sauce
Broiled Salmon

With Champagne Dill Sauce
Twin 5 oz. Lobster Tails

Two Tails Served with Drawn Butter
Surf & Turf

5 oz. Filet - 5 oz. Tail 
Served with Drawn Butter and Béarnaise Sauce

Shrimp Scampi
Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic & Butter

All Entrees Served with Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetables

Choice of Desserts
Chocolate Mousse  Assorted Ice Cream  Cheesecake 

Tiramisu  Brownie Overload  Apple Strudel 

COFFEE  TEA  DECAF

MIDNIGHT PARTY
OPEN BAR

DJ & Dancing, 
Hats, Noisemakers,
Champagne Toast 

$85.00 p.p.+ tax & tip

NEW YEARS EVE
Early Seatings

Starting at
$38.00 p.p.+ tax & tip

Call For Reservations

NEW YEARS DAY
Brunch, 12pm - 3pm
Dinner, 3pm - 8pm

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20 10pm
Bring an unwrapped toy GET A FREE DRINK

Open Bar, Cocktail Hour with Passed 
Hors D’oeuvres & Pasta Station 

Surf and Turf Dinner
Champagne Toast at Midnight, 

Dessert & Coffee, DJ, Hats, Noisemakers...

OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE, CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY

LIMITED DATES AVAILABLE IN OUR BANQUET ROOMS FOR YOUR HOLIDAY PARTIES
30–200 PEOPLE

INQUIRE ABOUT BUCKEY’S 3 HOUR COCKTAIL PARTY 
$40 PER PERSON

For information and reservations 718-998-4222

www.buckleyscaterers.com

We Deliver

Pizza
Hero’s Salads

Our Daily Lunch Menu Includes:   

Join Us For Lunch & Dinner

PLACE YOUR HOLIDAY CATERING ORDERS EARLY
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By Max Jaeger

Jingle bells are rocking in the 
Ridge this weekend.

It’s Zion in Bay Ridge on 
Friday night. Forget the dropping 
temperatures and fleeting mid-
winter sunlight — hightail it over 
to Pipin’s Pub (9701 Third Ave. 
between 97th Street and Marine 
Avenue) to hear reggae regents 
Anthem bring the drop, pop, and 
bubble to the Ridge at 9 pm.

Then, roll over to Greenhouse 
Cafe (7717 Third Ave. between 
77th and 78th streets) to catch 
Rolling Stones tribute Sha-Doobie 
strut its stuff at 11 pm. 

Because there’s nothing more 
punk than a sealed, un-wrapped 
children’s toy, head(bang) over 
to the Hideout (8415 Fifth Ave. 
between 84th and 85th streets) on 
Saturday for the bar’s Punk Rock 
Toy Drive at 7:30 pm. Cover Your 
Idols is headlining. Bring a toy, 

grab a drink, rock out. Badda bing!
Then on Saturday night, it is a 

choose-your-own-adventure.
Radio Daze is reliving the “Me 

Decade” at the Wicked Monk 
(9510 Third Ave. between 95th 
and 96th streets), and you can rock 

out to your favorite ’80s new wave 
and rock starting at 11 pm.

Or step a decade or two further 
into the past with Secretly Famous 
at the Lock Yard (9221 Fifth Ave. 
between 92nd and 94th streets). 
Zeppelin, AD/DC, Sabbath — 
they got it all, and it starts at 
8:30 pm.

But if classic rock and new 
wave aren’t your bag, take a 
white-knuckle ride to Three 
Jolly Pigeons (6802 Third Ave. 
at 68th street) for biker rockers 
Command-Z, Rag Tag, and Those 
Guys at 9 pm.

Then on Tuesday, seven is the 
lucky number for local favorite 
Martin McQuade, who is mark-
ing his seventh annual Christmas 
show at Greenhouse Cafe on Dec. 
23. Mike Boshell will tickle the 
ivory as McQuade croons your 
favorite holiday standards. The 
show gets underway at 7 pm.

By Matthew Perlman

This is a good time to get 
caught flatfooted!

Flatbush Avenue will 
look and sound like part of the 
Appalachian trail on Dec. 21, 
when participatory music festival 
Make Music New York is inviting 
all Brooklynites to take part in a 
flatfooting parade that will begin 
at Central Library and tap its way 
to Barclays Center. One of the 
organizers said he appreciates the 
irony of the location.

“It’s funny having it here,” 
said singer and banjo player Nick 
Horner. “If there’s one place you 
don’t associate with old-time 
music it would be Downtown 
Brooklyn.”

Flatfooting is a percussive folk 
dance similar to tap that originat-
ed in Appalachia. It accompanies 
a form of repetitive old-time music 
that is played on instruments such 
as guitars, fiddles, and banjos. 
Horner said the dance moves are 
integral to the songs.

“It’s equal parts dance and 
percussion,” he said. “You’re 
actually making music as you 
do it.” 

The f latfooting tradition is 
very focused on the community, 

Horner said, with people sharing 
stories and dance moves between 
ditties. This makes it a good 
fit for a Make Music event, he 
added.

“Flatfoot really lends towards 
Make Music’s mission of bringing 
people together around music,” 
he said.

The parade steps off at 2:30 
pm, with a workshop before-
hand to teach people the dance 
moves. Fiddler and dancer Anna 
Roberts-Gevalt and Katie Cohen 
of Horner’s band the Nick Horner 
Family will also show folks how 

to fashion a pair of tap shoes 
out of an old pair of sneakers. 
Four musicians will play during 
the procession, but organizers are 
encouraging anyone who wants 
to bring their instruments to jam 
along.

“The potential for this is 
incredible,” Horner said.

Later in the evening, there 
will be an after-party at the 
Jalopy Theatre in Red Hook, 
where Roberts-Gevalt and the 
Nick Horner Family will perform 
while participants f latfoot and 
square dance the night away.

“Flat Foot Flatbush” starting in 
Grand Army Plaza Park (corner of 
Prospect Park West and Flatbush 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, www.
makemusicny.org). Dec. 21 at 2:30 
pm. Free. 

Pre-parade workshop at 
Central Library (10 Grand Army 
Plaza between Eastern Parkway 
and Flatbush Avenue in Prospect 
Heights). Dec. 21 at 1 pm. Free.

Flat Foot Flatbush Show at the 
Jalopy Theatre [315 Columbia St. 
between Hamilton Avenue and 
Woodhull Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 395–3214, www.jalop y.biz]. 
Dec. 21 at 7 pm. Free, but dona-
tions encouraged.

“Flat Foot Flatbush” 
isn’t the only event at the 
winter edition of Make 
Music New York bringing 
free participatory musical 
performances to the streets 
of Brooklyn this weekend. 
Here are the festival’s other 
Kings County celebrations.

‘Winterize’
Returning to the festival 

for yet another year, this 
popular piece sees bari-
tone singer Christopher 
Dylan Herbert perform 
Franz Schubert’s 1828 
song cycle “Winterreise” 
while participants supply the accompaniment via hand-held radios. 
This year’s edition will feature new illustrated German-to-English 
supertitles by Italian artist Irene Rinaldi.

11 am at Brooklyn Botanic Garden, Magnolia Plaza (Washington 
Avenue and Montgomery Street in Prospect Park).

‘La Trullita Navidena de Los Sures’
This is two holiday traditions for the price of one (and the price 

is free). This party with Afro Puerto Rican drum group BombaYo 
will fuse together parrandas — the Caribbean answer to Christmas 
caroling — with the Mexican tradition of posada, a musical proces-
sion re-enacting the journey of Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem.

1 pm at El Puente (211 S. Fourth St. between Roebling Street and 
Marcy Avenue in Williamsburg).

‘Kalimbascope’
This one gets two enthusiastic thumbs up! Composer J.C. King 

will lead a procession of people playing the kalimba — small 
piano-style instrument played with thumbs — through the streets 
of Williamsburg. Bring your own kalimba, hand chimes, or bells 
tuned to D-flat if you have them, but 20 kalimbas will be available 
to borrow if you don’t. 

4 pm at Cooper Park (Maspeth Avenue and Olive Street in 
Williamsburg).

‘Wheels’
Be at this performance with bells on — literally. Participants in 

this piece by composer Nissim Schaul will cycle through Prospect 
Park ringing bicycle bells, conducted by lights on the back of a 
helmet. Bells will be given to the first 50 participants to show up — 
bring a screwdriver so you can attach it!

4 pm at Grand Army Plaza (Grand Army Plaza at Flatbush 
Avenue in Park Slope).

More information at www.makemusicny.org.

Parade brings Appalachian dancing to Flatbush

Get into the groove: Musicians Nick Horner and Katie Cohen at Grand Army 
Plaza, where the “Flat Foot Flatbush” festivities will kick off on Dec. 21.
 Photo by Cate Dingley

Make more music!

GET ON THE 
GOOD FOOT!

Dreaming of a Bay Ridge Christmas 

Stepping off: Nick Horner plays banjo 
while Katie Cohen flatfoots outside 
ofthe Central Library, ahead of the 
Make Music New York parade down 
Flatbush Avenue. Photo by Cate Dingley

‘Winterize’ is coming: Baritone Christopher 
Dylan Herbert will perform Franz Schubert’s 
1828 song cycle “Winterreise”; while 
hand-held radios provide accompaniments.
 Joanne Bouknight
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Take a break from the kitchen this holiday season... 
Come to us or we will come to you!

CHRISTMAS EVE DINNER  
$40pp - kids $20pp

APPETIZER: (Choose One) 
Cold Antipasto, Calamari Fritti, Mozzarella di Casa,  

Caprino Salad, Crab Cake, Seafood Salad or Fried Shrimp
ENTRÉE: (Choose One) 

Orecchiette with Broccoli Rabe & Sausage,  
Spaghetti White Clam Sauce, Linguine Rio Mare, Salmon Filet,  

Shrimp Oreganata, Chicken Vesuvio or Veal Marsala
DESSERT: (Choose One) 

Panna Cotta, Tiramisu or Cannoli

NEW YEAR’S EVE MIDNIGHT CELEBRATION 
$75pp - kids $40pp

Wine, dine & dance into 2015, Wednesday December 31st from 8:30pm 
-1:30am. Price includes pre fixe menu, open bar, live DJ  

and non stop dancing, champagne toast & party favors at midnight!

APPETIZER: Cold Antipasto
PASTA: Risotto Porcini & Orecchiette Lamb Ragu

ENTRÉE: (Choose One)  
Lobster tail Oreganata, Salmone, Chicken Rollatine,  

Shell Steak or Veal Marsala
FAMILY STYLE:  Panettone

DESSERT:  Homemade Tiramisu

 CATERING & AL LA CARTE MENU AVAILABLE 
7�05 �RD AVE B�LYN� NY ��20� � 7��	 745	0222 �  WWW	VESUVIOBAYRIDGE	COM

Kennedy’s
Breezy Point

New Loft Space accommodates 50 guests

Live Jazz Dinner music every Friday & Saturday 6–9pm

Visit us on the web at 

kennedysbreezypoint.com

For more information and reservations call 

718-945-0202

RE-OPENS AFTER HURRICANE SANDY

DINNER SERVED 
Tuesday–Thursday 5–10pm  Friday and Saturday 5–11pm

Sunday 4–9pm  CLOSED MONDAY

RESERVE NOW FOR 
HOLIDAY PARTIES!

Open Christmas Eve & New Years Eve 
Closed Christmas Day

Now accepting reservations

Starting Tuesday Dec 16 

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS: 

718-945-0202

LUNCH MENU RESUMING

EMBERS
STEAKHOUSE

9519 3rd Avenue    
For Reservations 

718-745-3700
www.EMBERSBAYRIDGE.COM

“He knows you have b
een dieting

       He knows you need a
 Steak”

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Come Celebrate 

the Holidays with Us!
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Oldest Italian Restaurant in Brooklyn

451 CARROLL STREET    BROOKLYN, NY 11215
718.852.7800   www.montesnyc.com

Open: 
Tuesday – Friday, 5 – 11pm    Saturday & Sunday, 12noon – 11pm

Private Parties    Parking 

We Only Accept AMEX and Cash

Est. 1906

Restaurant  Wood Fired Pizza  Bar

We are now taking 
reservations for 
Christmas Eve 

and  
New Year’s Eve

Call us for menu details 
and reservations

Join us this Holiday Season

Book Your Next  Holiday Party Or Family Reunion With Us....

7410 3rd Avenue (Bet. 74th & 75th Streets)

For reservations please call 718-748-0770
www.sanchosrestaurant.com

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED  VALET PARKING

Happy Holidays to all our Friends & Customers
Now Accepting Reservations 

for Christmas Eve and “Day”, New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day

WE OPEN AT 12PM ON NEW YEARS EVE
A Special Menu will be served for New Year’s Eve from 4pm to 12pm

Now Booking Holiday Parties
OPEN 7 DAYS FROM 12PM ON FOR LUNCH & DINNER

Call for 
Details

2003 Emmons Ave. 

718.332.6064

Open Christmas Eve & 
Christmas Day

Join Us New Years Eve
Open New Years Day 
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WE WILL BE OPEN Christmas Day
& New Year’s Day from Noon-7 pm

Please Join Us For Christmas Eve & Day Dinner  3-Course Menu, $52 p.p.

Ring in the New Year With Chef Anthony’s 
Special 4-Course Dinner New Year’s Eve & New Year’s Day

5-8:30 seating $59 p.p., Dinner Only 
10pm seating $142 p.p., Dinner & OPEN BAR (5 hrs)

DJ  Champagne Toast  Hats  Noisemakers

(718) 833-6666

The Most Awarded Restaurant in Brooklyn

 
 
 
 
 

*Offer valid at participating locations shown. Expires 01/31/15. Containers may vary. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Visit Ediblearrangements.com/coupons for details & restrictions. 
Edible Arrangements & Design and all other marks noted are trademarks of Edible Arrangements, LLC 2014 Edible Arrangements, LLC. All rights reserved.

The Shining Star 

Of Your Gathering

Send The Best 

Holiday Gift

The 

Freshest 

Gifts 

of the Season

SAVE 
$5.00 
Off Any 

Purchase of $29+ 
Coupon Code

HDEA2014

Star Of David Festival®

1446 86th Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11228 

(718) 837-3784

224 Livingston Street
Brooklyn, NY 11201

(718) 522-6300

5114 Avenue N 
Brooklyn, NY 11234

(347) 587-7500

1736 Sheepshead Bay Rd.
Brooklyn, NY 11235 

(718) 535-7909

993 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11226
(718) 484-3800

Reindeer Sleigh 
Ride BouquetTM 
With Swizzle Berries® 
& Apples

FREE 
6ct 

Chocolate Dipped 
Fruit Box With Any 

Purchase 
of $60+

• •
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FRI, DEC. 19

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, MUSICAL SHABBAT 

AT BAY RIDGE JEWISH 
CENTER: Sing welcome to 
Shabbat, accompanied by 
BRJC’s group of profes-
sional musicians. Refresh-
ments served. Free. 6:30 
pm. Bay Ridge Jewish Cen-
ter [8025 Fourth Avenue 
between 80th and 81st 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
836–3103], www.brjc.org. 

MUSIC, HOLIDAY CON-
CERT: Featuring over 300 
students from Edward R. 
Murrow. $6 in advance ($8 
at the door) Free for Junior 
High students with ID. 7 
pm. Edward R. Murrow HS 
[1600 Ave. L and E. 17th 
Street in Midwood, (718) 
258–9283 X3051], www.
ermurrowhs.org. 

MUSIC, “MUSIC OF TRANS-
FORMATION”: Pianist and 
composer Vijay Iyer per-
forms the world premiere 
of a solo piece for piano, 
his recent suite “Mutations 
I-X.” and his score to the 
fi lm “Radhe Radhe: Rites 
of Holi.” From $20. 7:30 
pm. Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100], 
www.bam.org.

THEATER, “JERRY’S GIRLS”: 
Gallery Players presents a 
musical revue of Broadway 
composer Jerry Herman. 
$18. 8 pm. Gallery Play-
ers [199 14th St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (212) 352–
3101], www.galleryplay-
ers.com. 

MUSIC, JOHN COHEN, 
DOWN HILL STRUG-
GLERS, BLUERIDGE TRIO: 
$10. 8:30 pm. Jalopy 
Theatre [315 Columbia St. 
between Hamilton Avenue 
and Woodhull Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 395–3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

MUSIC, JAMIE MCLEAN 
BAND: Free. 10 pm. Hill 
Country Barbecue [345 
Adams St. at Willoughby 
Street, (718) 885–4608], 
www.hillcountrybk.com. 

OTHER
READING, HOLIDAY STO-

RIES: “Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer” and “The 
Night Before Christmas.” 
Free. 7 pm. Barnes and 
Noble [267 Seventh Ave. at 
Sixth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 832–9066], www.
barnesandnoble.com. 

SAT, DEC. 20

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, BROOKLYN YOUTH 

CHORUS HOLIDAY HAR-
MONIES: Performing a 
repertoire of contempo-
rary, holiday, and choral 
music. $10-$45. 1 pm and 
6 pm. Brooklyn Center 
for the Performing Arts at 
Brooklyn College [2900 
Campus Rd., between 
Amersfort Place and Ken-
ilworth Place in Midwood, 
(718) 951–4500], www.
brooklyncenteronline.org. 

MUSIC, SISTER HELEN, 
MAXO: $8–$10. 8 pm. 
Rock Shop [249 Fourth 
Ave. between Carroll and 
President streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 230–5740], 
www.therockshopny.com.

MUSIC, THE SLACKERS: $20. 

9 pm. Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, JEWMONGOUS 
— UNKOSHER COM-
EDY SONGS: With Sean 
Altman. Free. 9 pm. BAM 
Cafe (30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org/
programs/bamcafe-live. 

THEATER, “THE SNOW 
QUEEN” AND “THE 
EMPEROR’S NEW 
CLOTHES”: Puppetworks 
presents a puppet show 
of two classic fairy tales. 
$8 ($9 adults). 12:30 pm 
and 2:30 pm. Puppetworks 
[338 Sixth Ave. at Fourth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
965–3391], www.puppet-
works.org.  

SALES AND MARKETS
WINTER FLEA AND HOLI-

DAY MARKET: A hundred 
vintage, antique, and other 
vendors, plus 25 vendors 
selling food. Free. 10 am–6 
pm. Brooklyn Flea (1000 
Dean St. between Clas-
son and Franklin avenues 
in Crown Heights), www.
brooklynfl ea.com. 

BROOKLYN JEWELGASM 
HOLIDAY SOIREE POP-UP 
SHOP: Shopping event 
to support local business 
women and raise funds 
for Women In Touch. The 
event will include free 
manicures and makeup 
tips, a DJ, beverages, and 
cupcakes. Free. 5 pm. 
The Wyckoff Studios [883 
Wyckoff Ave. at Hancock 
Street in Bushwick, (347) 
775–5332], www.thewyck-
offstudio.com. 

OTHER
SUNSET PARK TROLLEY 

SIDEWALK SALES & 
TROLLEY: Catch the old 
Sunset Park trolley on the 
B63 bus line. Free. 1–5 pm. 
[53rd St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Sunset Park, (718) 439–
7767], www.sunsetpark-
bid.org. 

PEACE ACTION BAY RIDGE 
INTERFAITH BAY RIDGE 
HOLIDAY GIVEAWAY: 
Peace Action Bay Ridge 
Interfaith will distribute 

100 “Peace On Earth” but-
tons. Free. 2 pm. Century 
21 [472 86th St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Bay Ridge, (646) 824–
5506], www.panys.org/BR. 

SUN, DEC. 21

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, BROOKLYN SYM-

PHONY ORCHESTRA 
CONCERT: Artistic direc-
tor Nicolas Armstrong 
presents a holiday concert, 
featuring songs such as 
“Sleighride,” “In the Bleak 
Midwinter,” “A Carol Sym-
phony,” and “A Shropshire 
Lad.” $18. 2 pm. Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

MUSIC, THE BROOKLYN 
SYMPHONY ORCHES-
TRA: Showcasing holiday 
works. $18 ($10 seniors and 
children under 16). 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

THEATER, “THE SNOW 
MAIDEN”: Performed 
in Russian with English 
subtitles. $35–$50. 4 pm. 
Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brook-
lyn College [2900 Campus 
Rd., between Amersfort 
Place and Kenilworth Place 
in Midwood, (718) 951–
4500], www.brooklyncen-
teronline.org. 

OTHER
HANUKKAH ART CELEBRA-

TION: Participate in an 
interactive olive pressing 
workshop, customize a 
doughnut, and meet Judah 
Maccabe. Folowed by 
the grand menorah light-
ing. $13 ($10 seniors). 10 
am–5:30 pm. Jewish Chil-
dren Museum [792 Eastern 
Parkway in Crown Heights, 
(718) 907–8833], www.jcm.
museum. 

HANUKKAH CELEBRATION: 
Hanukkah treats, children’s 
books for sale, crafts, and 
holiday performance of 

COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER
FRI, DEC. 19

MUSIC, CHRISTMAS IN 
BROOKLYN: featuring 
Run DMC, LL Cool J, 
DJ Z-Trip, and Lecrae. 
$19.99–$225. 7:30 pm. 

SUN, DEC. 21
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. DETROIT 
PISTONS: $22–$3,000. 
6 pm. 

MON, DEC. 22
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

HOOPS HOLIDAY IN-
VITATIONAL: College 
basketball tournament 
featuring Providence, 
Miami, Fordham, and 
Manhattan. $15–$56.50. 
6 pm. 

TUE, DEC. 23
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. DENVER 
NUGGETS: $30–$3,000. 
7:30 pm. 

SAT, DEC. 27
SPORTS, HARLEM GLO-

BETROTTERS: $25.50–
$193.50. 1 pm. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN 
NETS VS. INDIANA 
PACERS: $50–$3,000. 
8 pm. 

SUN, DEC. 28
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

HOOPS WINTER FESTI-
VAL: College basketball 
tournament featur-
ing St. John’s, Tulane, 
LIU-Brooklyn, Hofstra, 
Fairfi eld and Loyola 
Maryland. $15–$56.50. 
Noon. 

MON, DEC. 29
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. SACRA-
MENTO KINGS: $35–
$3,000. 7:30 pm. 

WED, DEC. 31
MUSIC, ELTON JOHN: 

$69.50–$700. 9 pm. 

FRI, JAN. 2
COMEDY, KATT WIL-

LIAMS: $54.50–$180.50. 
8 pm. 

SAT, JAN. 3
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

HOOPS PRESENTS 
IOWA STATE VS. 
SOUTH CAROLINA: 
$15–$25. 6 pm. 

MON, JAN. 5
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. DALLAS 
MAVERICKS: $30–
$3,000. 7:30 pm. 

WED, JAN. 7
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS.BOSTON 
CELTICS: $30–$3,000. 
7:30 pm. 

FRI, JAN. 9
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. PHILADEL-
PHIA 76ERS: $30–
$3,000. 7:30 pm. 

MON, JAN. 12
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. HOUSTON 
ROCKETS: $55–$3,000. 
7:30 pm. 

WED, JAN. 14
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. MEMPHIS 
GRIZZLIES: $20–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JAN. 17
SPORTS, LIU BROOK-

LYN BLACKBIRDS VS. 
MOUNT ST. MARY 
BLUE KNIGHTS: $15–
$25. 11:45 am and 2 pm.

SPORTS, BROOKLYN 
NETS VS. WASHING-
TON WIZARDSS: $35–
$3,000. 8 pm.

“The Hanukkah Miracle” 
by the Yeladudes Theatre. 
Free. 2–5 pm. Shorefront 
Y [3300 Coney Island Av-
enue at Brighton Court 
in Brighton Beach, (718) 
646–1444], www.shore-
fronty.org. 

HANUKKAH PARTY: A day 
of activities along with 
the traditional lighting 
of the menorah. Free. 11 
am– 2 pm. Kings Bay Y 
[3495 Nostrand Ave. Be-
tween Avenus U and V 
in Sheepshead Bay, (718) 
648–7703].

HANUKKAH PARTY: With 
latkes and a games of 
dreidel. $15 adults, $10 
children. 2–4 pm. Bay 
Ridge Jewish Center [8025 
Fourth Avenue between 
80th and 81st streets in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 836–
3103], www.brjc.org.  

HANUKKAH PARTY: Treats, 
crafts, a special perfor-
mance of “The Hanukkah 
Miracle”, raffl es and prizes. 
Free. 2–5 pm. ShoreFront 
Y [3300 Coney Island Ave. 
in Brighton Beach, (718) 
646–1444]. 

MON, DEC. 22

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, WOMANMAY, HON-

EYBIRD, KENNEDY CLIF-
FORD: $7. 8 pm. Trash Bar 
[256 Grand St. at Driggs 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 599–1000], www.thet-
rashbar.com. 

OTHER
TALK, THE MOTH STORYS-

LAM: Storytelling com-
petition, with the theme 
“streets.” $8 ($5 for BHS 
members). 7 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

TUES, DEC. 23

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, SPLINTERED SUN-

LIGHT: A Tribute to the 
Greatful Dead: $8. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, CRICKET JOE, GUTS 
CLUB, ZANDER: $7. 8 pm. 
Trash Bar [256 Grand St. at 
Driggs Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 599–1000], 
www.thetrashbar.com. 

WED, DEC. 24

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, CHRISTMAS EVE 

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE: 
New arrangements of 
traditional spirituals and 
carols. Free. 5 pm. First 
Unitarian Congregational 
Society [119 Pierrepont 
St. between Monroe 
Place and Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
624–5466], www.fuub.org. 

THURS, DEC. 25

OTHER
ART WEEK: Kids create a 

stained glass window with 
paint markers. $13 ($10 
seniors). 10 am–5 pm. Jew-
ish Children Museum [792 
Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 907–8833], 

Continued on page 46

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

It’s Christmas time in Prospect Heights, Brooklyn: Run DMC 
plays Barclays Center as part of WBLS and HOT 97’s “Christmas 
in Brooklyn” concert. Associated Press / Drew Gurian / Invision

Piano man: Pianist and composer Vijay Iyer presents three 
works at the Brooklyn Academy of Muisic in “Music of 
Transformation,” Dec. 18–20. Bart Babinski
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    DINER & RESTAURANT
1619 718-331-2221

 

RATED #1 DINER IN BROOKLYN
BY THE DAILY NEWS

FREE PARKING
ON PREMISES

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Season’s Greetings

Enjoy a FREE 
Glass of Wine 
with Dinner

Coffee or Soda 
with Lunch 
and Dinner

(with this ad)

Unique Waterfront Dining

 Authentic Italian Cuisine Inspired By The Sea
 Upscale, Casual Atmosphere On The Bay 

 Wood-Fired, Brick Oven Specialties

2902 Emmons Avenue 
Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

On-Premises Parking
Call now to reserve

718.332.8494

Celebrate The Holidays 
With Il Fornetto

New Year’s Day
Prix fixe menu

$2695 per person
A La Carte menu also available

Reservations Suggested

Feast of the Seven Fishes Prix Fixe Menu
$3895 per person     (Kids $1495)

A La Carte menu also available
Reservations Suggested

Christmas Eve

Pre-Ball Drop Prix Fixe
Three course prix fixe menu

$3895 per person

A La Carte menu 
also available

Reservations Suggested

Midnight Extravaganza
Live DJ by Trio Entertainment and Dancing 
Open Bar, Midnight Toast and Party Favors

4 course menu 
(including Filet Mignon, Rack of Lamb and Branzino) 

$110 per person
(Requires tickets purchased in advance – 

taxes and service charge additional)

New Year’s Eve

&

HUNTER’S 
STEAK & ALE HOUSE

9404 4th

                         SEASON’S               EATINGS              
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www.jcm.museum. 

FRI, DEC. 26

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, DAR WILLIAMS: 

$25. 7:30 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

MUSIC, ORVILLE DAVIS & 
THE WILD BUNCH: Free. 

8 pm. Hill Country Bar-
becue [345 Adams St. at 
Willoughby Street, (718) 
885–4608], www.hillcoun-
trybk.com. 

SAT, DEC. 27

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, CHARANGA SOLEIL: 

Free. 9 pm. BAM Cafe (30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 

Continued from page 44 

www.bam.org/programs/
bamcafe-live. 

PJS ‘N DJS: Dance in paja-
mas while DJs spin tunes. 
Free. 10 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

OTHER
CELEBRATE KWANZAA: 

Dancer and educator Iris 
Wilson teaches families 
about the history and 
principles of the holiday 
through song, dance, and 
a candle-lighting cere-
mony. $10 per family. 11:30 
am–1 pm. Cumbe Center 
for African and Diaspora 
Dance [558 Fulton St. 2nd 
fl oor in Boerum Hill, (718) 
935–9700], www.cumbe-
dance.com. 

BAY RIDGE JEWISH CENTER
405 81st St. at 4th Avenue

718-836-3103 or offi  ce@brjc.org
www.brjc.org

at BRJC! 
  Latkes 

Dreidel games 

Crafts  

Menorah lighting 

Donuts 

Sunday, December 21, 2014
2:00–4:00pm

Members: $10 Adults / $5 Children
Non-Members: $15 Adults / $10 Children

CHAI LIFELINE
TOY DRIVE
Bring an unwrapped gift 
for infants thru teens

CELEBRATE HANUKKAH
    

“IT WILL BLOW YOUR MIND”
-OPRAH

Telecharge.com 212.239.6200
GazillionBubbleShow.com

New World Stages, 340 W. 50th St.
For groups or birthdays call 866.642.0849
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                         SEASON’S               EATINGS             

TURKISH RESTAURANT 

Bet. Ave. Z & Sheepshead Bay Rd.

FREE DELIVERY 
11 AM–11 PM

$15 Mimimum depending on location

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
11 AM–MIDNIGHT

Special Occasions

DONE ON PREMISES

SALADS
Sheepshead Salad ....sm. 6.50 ...... lg. 9.50
Garden Salad ...........sm. 6.50 ...... lg. 9.50
Feta Cheese .............EXTRA 1.75 ........2.50
Octopus Salad.................................13.50

SOUPS
Lentil Soup ........................................5.00
Chicken Soup ....................................5.00
Spicy Chicken (Hot) ...........................5.00
Cacik-Chilled Yogurt (Served Cold) .....5.00
Soup of the Day.......................................

Humus .............................................5.50
Eggplant Salad .................................. 5.75
Piyaz (White Beans) ..........................5.50
Baba Ghanoush ................................ 5.75
Spicy Ezme (Hot) ..............................5.50
Tabule ..............................................5.50
Mixed Eggplant ................................. 5.75
Russian Salad ...................................5.50
Stuffed Grape Leaves .........................5.50
Haydari (Lebne) ................................ 5.75
Beet Salad ........................................5.50
Pan Fried Eggplant (Served Cold) .......5.50
Mixed Appetizers .............................14.00

Manti (Turkish Dumplings) ............... 11.25
Fried Calamari ...................................9.25
Calf’s Liver ........................................8.25
Cheese Roll .......................................6.75
Spinach Borek ...................................6.50
Falafel Appetizers ..............................6.50

 

Lamb Gyro .........6.25 .......7.00 ..........7.25
Chicken Gyro .....6.25 .......7.00 ..........7.25
Grill Chicken.......6.25 .......7.00 ..........7.25
Shish Kebab ......6.75 ....... 7.25 ..........7.50
Chicken Kebab ...6.50 ...... 7.25 ..........7.50
Adana Kebab .....6.50 ...... 7.25 ..........7.50
Chicken Adana ...6.50 ...... 7.25 ..........7.50
Falafel ...............5.25 .......6.00 ........ 6.50

MEAT ENTREES
Lamb Gyro ...............sm. 10.00 ...lg. 12.75
Adana Kebab ...........sm. 10.00 ...lg. 13.75
Shish Kebab ............sm. 10.75 ... lg. 15.25
Iskender ......................................... 14.75
Mixed Grill ......................................24.00
Lamb Chops ...................................25.00

Happy Holidays and Happy Eating

Catering 
Menu

FOR 5 PEOPLE: $85
1 Large Shepherd
1 Humus 1 Eggplant
1 Cheese Roll
1 Liver
1.5 Lg. Shish Kebab
1.5 Lg. Adana Kebab

1.5 Lg. Chicken Kebab
2 Lt. Coke

FOR 10 PEOPLE: $155
2 Large Shepherd
1 Mix Eggplant
1 Humus
1 Beet Salad
1 Eggplant
2 Cheese Rolls

FOR 15 PEOPLE: $225
3 Large Shepherd
1 Hummus
1 Eggplant Salad
1 Russian Salad
1 Beet Salad

Chicken Gyro ...........sm. 10.00 ...lg. 12.75
Grilled Chicken .........sm. 10.00 .. lg. 13.50
Chicken Adana .........sm. 10.00 ...lg. 13.75
Chicken Kebab .........sm. 10.00 ...lg. 13.75
Chicken Chops ................................ 14.75

DESSERT
Baklava, Kadayif, Sheker Pare 
by the pound ...................................11.00
Pistachio Roll by the pound ..............12.50
Baklava ........................................... 3.50
Sheker Pare ..................................... 3.50
Kadayif ............................................ 3.50
Pistachio Roll ................................... 3.50
Rice Pudding ................................... 4.50
Brown Top Pudding .......................... 4.50
Tiramisu .......................................... 4.50
Chocolate Mousse Cake .................... 4.50
Chocolate Cheese Cake ..................... 4.50
Strawberry Cheese Cake ................... 4.50

15 ps. Cheese Rolls
15 ps. Falafel Balls
15 ps. Stuffed Grape Leaves
2 Lg. Shish Kebab
2 Lg. Chicken Kebab

2 Lg. Adana Kebab
2 Lg. Gyro
2 Lg. Grilled Chicken
2 Lg. Chicken Adana
3 x 2 Lt. Coke

2 Livers
2 Lg. Lamb Gyro
2 Lg. Adana
2 Lg. Chicken Kebab
2 Lg. Shish Kebab
2 x 2 Lt. Coke TURKISH RESTAURANT

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228  718–331–2900  www.siricos.net

CATERERS

New Years Eve Gala

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

 Cocktail Hour  Choice of Pasta
 Filet Mignon Dinner

 Unlimited Liquor
 Champagne Toast, 

   Hats, Noisemakers
 DJ Entertainment
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
AND A VERY 

HAPPY & SAFE 2015 
FROM THE  

SUNSET PARK 5TH AVE. BID

Finish your holiday shopping on 5th Avenue – patronize over 500 local businesses

Holiday Patrols & Music
Feel safe with Sunset Park Security – if you have a 
problem, look for one of our Safety Patrol Offi cers. 
As you shop, enjoy the songs of our local children 
mingled with other holiday tunes.  

Ride the Free Sunset Park 
Trolley For the last time in 2014

1pm to 5pm – starting at 52nd St & 5th Ave 
(in front of McDonald’s)
Saturday, December 20, Sunday, December 21, 
Monday, December 22, Tuesday, December 23
Making all B63 stops along 5th Avenue in Sunset 
Park from 36th to 64th Street and back again
Take the Trolley to the famous Sunset Park Mar-
tense Lane Boulder, at 35th Street & 5th Avenue
Get on, get off as often as you like to begin your 
Holiday Shopping.

Sidewalk Sales
Saturday, December 20, 
Sunday, December 21, 
Monday, December 22, 
Tuesday, December 23

Sunset Park BID
5116a 5th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11220   
Phone: 718-439-7767   
Email: info@sunsetparkbid.org   
Website: sunsetparkbid.org   
Log onto: !Sunset Park Free WiFi

ENJOY 2014 HOLIDAY SEASON IN THE SUNSET PARK BID

Like us on:

WiFi:

By Danielle Furfaro

They’re making the Yuletide gay.
It turns out that there is a surpris-

ingly robust queer country music 
scene in Brooklyn. And for one night only 
on Dec. 19, all four of those bands will be 
in the same place for the Big Gay Country 
Holiday show at Littlefield. There were 
only two requirements to take part in the 
show, said one organizer.

“The main thing is that we all play 
country music and we are all committed to 
our queer identities,” said Emily Bielagus, 
who plays guitar and sings in the folk-
country band Kings and who co-organized 
the show with her bandmate Stephanie 
Bishop. 

It may be surprising that there are so 
many gay country bands in Brooklyn, but 
it is less of a shock that all of the groups in 
the borough managed to find each other, 
Bielagus said.

“When you define yourself as a queer 
country band, you find out about each other 
pretty fast,” she said. 

Bielagus said the musicians realize the 
contradiction of playing queer country — a 
genre that is usually associated with more 
conservative values. But that is all the more 
reason to keep strumming, she said.

“Historically, country has not been a safe 
space for queer people, and that is part of 
the reason to do something like this,” said 
Bishop. 

The other three acts on the Big Gay 
country Holiday bill are Julia Weldon, 
Small Talk, and Karen and the Sorrows. 

The groups all wear their politics on 
their sleeves, Bielagus said, but the appeal 
of the music is universal. 

“We are two queer women and when 
we front the band and write about women 
in that way, it’s a political move,” said 
Bielagus. “But at the end of the day, they 
are love songs that anyone can listen to.”

See the Big Gay Country Holiday at 
Littlefield [622 Degraw St. between Fourth 
and Third Avenues in Gowanus, (718) 855–
3388, www.littlefieldnyc.com]. Dec. 19 at 7 
pm. $8–10.

QUEER CHRISTMAS CHEER!
Gay country bands float into Gowanus 

for a holiday concert at Littlefield

They’re in a boat: Queer country band Kings is organizing the Big Gay Country Holiday at Littlefield on 
Dec. 19. Jarrod McCabe
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Appetizers 

Salad 
 

Entrées  
(CHOICE OF THE FOLLOWING) 

 
 

(Entées served with Potato and Vegetable) 

Coffee & Dessert 

Party in the New Year 

 
 
 

Offering two options 
(PRICE PER PERSON) 

 
 

 

$24.95$14.75 $19.75

NEW CORNER RESTAURANT

IS NOW CONSIDERED A LANDMARK

RESTAURANTCOLANDREA
EST. 1936

$28.00

$26.95
$29.95

FO

UNDED OVER78
 YEARS

Voted Top 5 Best Old Fashioned Italian-American 
Restaurant in Brooklyn by Critic Robert Sietsema

New York

GRAND REOPENING

114 Bay Ridge Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11220

 | Mon.–Thurs.: 4–11 p.m.

MONDAY NIGHT

NOW OPEN FOR

SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS

Includes a Glass of Sangria or Margarita

PRIVATE PARTY ROOMS

Seafood Soup
Seafood Platter

(1/2 Lobster, Shrimp, Calamari and 

a choice of Tilapia or Salmon)

Tiramisu
Coffee or Tea

TUESDAY’S
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Come to Embers Steak-
house in Bay Ridge for a $25 
meal that’s a real steal. 

It includes a soup or 
salad, thick sirloin steak, 
two side dishes, and des-
sert. Imagine a crockpot of 
hearty onion soup, layered 
with thick sheets of gooey, 
melted cheese, dripping 
over the rim. The sirloin is 
a nice, tender cut, accom-
panied by grilled zucchini 
or perhaps some steamed 
escarole and Embers’ sig-
nature potato pie, whipped 
with prosciutto and mozza-
rella. Customers can dine 
often, enjoying variety, as 
the soups and sides change 
frequently. This prix-fixe is 
available every day — for 
now — but get it while it’s 
hot as the offer is only ex-
pected to be on the table for 
a limited time.  

The regular menu con-
tains some fabulous se-
lections, too — including 
porterhouse, filet mignon, 
prime rib, and rib-eye 
steaks, expertly prepared. 
The restaurant serves both 
fresh and dry-aged beef. The 
latter is the establishment’s 
specialty, a process that can 
take up to 25 days, designed 
to bring out the earthy fla-
vors of the meat, making it 
tender. Dry-aging requires 
special refrigeration, under 
certain conditions to get it 
right, so that the outside of 
the beef can develop a crust, 
trapping natural moisture 
beneath it. This crust is 
then removed, and the meat 
underneath is sliced into 
wonderful steaks.   

It’s all done at the butcher 
shop adjacent to Embers — 
Vinnie’s Meat Market. And 
because Vinnie’s is owned 
by the same couple who own 
Embers, customers are as-
sured of getting a quality 
product because the owners 
oversee it all. Alex and Amy 
Alejandro purchased Em-
bers and Vinnie’s in July 
2011, completely renovating 
them both, to meet their dis-
tinguished standards. The 
couple knows the business 
well, as they’ve owned the 
highly regarded El Parador 
Mexican restaurant in Man-
hattan for years. Alex also 
happens to be a graduate 
of the French Culinary In-
stitute. While he doesn’t do 
the hands-on cooking at the 

restaurant, he does make 
certain that all food meets 
expectations. 

No matter what type of 
steak customers choose, the 
meat will be buttery-soft 
and tasty, right off the grill. 
When beef is this good, it 
needs no steak sauce, but 
some patrons still like to 
cover their meat with fla-
vor, so Embers creates its 
own barbecue sauce, a blend 
of subtle spices. It also offers 
Chimichurri, a South Amer-
ican green sauce comprised 
of shallots, black olive paste, 
parsley, virgin olive oil, 
onions, and a touch of vin-
egar. It’s mild, and intrigu-
ing. The sauces are brought 
to the table in small clear 
bowls, so customers can opt 
to use them or not.   

The restaurant has a 
real steakhouse feel, with 
its huge plaster head of a 
cow and whimsical pictures 
of pigs that grace the walls. 
Butcher-block style wine 
racks are mounted on the 
walls, too, and bottles pro-
trude from them, as though 
suspended in air. The décor 
is dark wood chairs, tables, 
and floors. An attractive 
mahogany-colored bar is on 
one side of the dining room. 

But just because you’re 
at a steakhouse, doesn’t 
mean you have to order 
steak. There are veal chops, 
lamb chops, Italian sau-
sage, chicken, pasta dishes, 
and seafood options, too. 
There are baked clams; 
fried calamari; Prince Ed-
ward Island mussels; and 

even lobster salad. Main 
courses include shrimp in 
garlic sauce, grilled Scot-
tish salmon, and the catch 
of the day.

Embers’ Maine crab cake 
is a thick pancake, rich with 
crab and spices. A dollop of 
greens and sliced cherry 
tomatoes is served with it, 
and you can dip everything 
into the well of spicy mayo 
that’s on the side.   

For dessert, the classic 
ice cream sundae is a fa-
vorite. Served in a tall, old-
fashioned sundae glass, it’s 
piled with quality ice cream, 
puffs of whipped cream, 
nuts, chocolate sauce, and 
a cherry. A long, slender 
spoon is needed to get every 
last drop from the bottom of 
the glass, and to scrape the 

sides of its rich chocolate 
topping. Peach melba and 
chocolate mousse are other 
possibilities. Fernando 
Garcia, the restaurant’s at-
tentive manager, says he 
helps create these decadent 
desserts.

A party room to the side 
of the restaurant can ac-
commodate up to 24 guests. 
The catering menu ranges 
from $30, $40, and $50 per 
person. 

Embers Steakhouse [9519 
Third Ave. between 95th and 
96th streets in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 745–3700, www.Ember-
sBayRidge.com]. Open Mon-
days, noon–9 pm; Tuesdays 
through Thursdays, noon–
10 pm, Fridays and Satur-
days, noon–11 pm; and Sun-
days, 2–9 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Enjoy quality food and service at Embers Steakhouse
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VIETNAMESE CUISINE Grill & Bar
Open 7 Days: Mon.-Thurs. 11:00am-10:00pm, Fri. & Sat. 11:00am-11:00pm, Sunday 12:30pm-10:00pm

10% OFF
ALL DELIVERIES

FREE DELIVERY 
MINIMUM $8.00

4521 Avenue N Brooklyn, NY 11234

93 University Place
New York, NY 10003
(Between 11th & 12th Street)
212-982-3691
www.saigonmarketnyc.com

HAPPY HOUR

MON - FRI : 4PM - 6:30PM

15% OFF
ALL DRINKS & APPETIZERS 

(TOP SHELF INCLUDED)

GRAND OPENING

MANHATTAN SISTER LOCATION

15% OFF 
YOUR ENTIRE 

ORDER
DINE IN ONLY
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888-847-1024

ELECTRIC POWER-
ASSISTED STEERING

PROJECTOR LASER-CUT 
HEADLAMPS

LED TAIL LAMPS

REARVIEW CAMERA
STANDARD

Auto, V6 3.5L, AWD, SYNC Voice System, Satellite Radio, 3rd Row Seating

**

Lease based on 24 mos w/$3,295 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter.  
MSRP $34,555, VIN FGB21329. Includes $1,500 RCL Bonus Cash & $1,000 Lease Conquest Rebate. Must qualify for $1,000 Competitive Lease Cash.

Lease for

per 

mo

$199
New 2015 

FORD 
EXPLORER

SYNC Voice System, Satellite Radio, 3
/$ f $ f

5

ER

Why choose a new

LEASE A New 2015 FORD FUSION SE
Auto, 4 Cyl 2.5L, Aluminum Wheels, Bluetooth
Lease based on 24 mos w/$2,995 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 
bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. 
thereafter. MSRP $24,760, VIN F5108188. Includes $1,000 Lease 
Conquest Cash, $750 RCL Bonus Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 
Competitive Lease Cash. per 

month

$89

ELE
ASS

PROJECTO
HEADLAMP

AMPS

W CAMERA
RD

5 AVAILABLE ENGINES
TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS

37 MPG GAS**

41 MPG HYBRID***
up to

2015 Ford Fusion2015 Ford Fusion

612 86TH STREET,  BROOKLYN, NY 11228
ONLINE 24/7 AT BAYRIDGEFORD.COM

p

*Not all will qualify. Lessee may be responsible for excess wear and tear at lease end. See dealer for details.  
**2014 EPA estimate hwy for 1.5L 4 cyl EcoBoost engine. ***2014 EPA estimate for 2.0L hybrid engine.  

†2014 EPA estimates. Actual mileage may vary.  Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1017929.  
Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7111183. Lease offers expire 12/31/14.

Auto, 4 Cyl 2.5L, FWD, Bluetooth, Backup Camera, Cruise
Lease based on 24 mos w/$2,595 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter.  
MSRP $23,505, VIN FUA55492. Includes $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash, $1,250 Lease Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 Competitive Lease Cash.

WD Bl t th B k C C i

Lease for

per 

mo

*$99
New 2015 

FORD 
ESCAPE S 31 

MPG

up to
†

Auto, V6 3.5L, AWD, Bluetooth, Reverse Sensors, Spoiler
Lease based on 24 mos w/$2,995 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter. MSRP $32,195, 

VIN EBB51059. Includes $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash, $2,750 Lease Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 Competitive Lease Cash.

Lease for

per 

mo

*$189
$ , q , $

WD Bluetooth Reverse Sensors Spo

New 2014 
FORD 

EDGE SE 25 
MPG

up to
†

BAY WAY

Year-End

the

This month, get a great deal on all remaining 2014 models!Why choose a newWh h This month, get a great dThis month get deal on allgreat deal on all rgre t de l on ll rdeal on all r

23 
MPG

up to
†
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• ‘I think they introduced 
themselves, and put an 
exclamation point on it.’

• ‘They made us have 
to play a better 
game.’

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Luis Rodriguez has etched his 
name in Brooklyn sports lore, 
and helped his Abraham Lin-
coln team make history.

The Railsplitters running 
back tied a league record by 
scoring all nine Lincoln touch-
downs over three postseason 
games. 

His most important two 
scores of the year came in No. 
2 Lincoln’s 13–6 victory over 
top-seeded Erasmus Hall in 
the Public School Athletic 
League City Conference foot-
ball title game on Dec. 10 at 
Yankee Stadium. 

It is Lincoln’s second-
straight crown and third in 
the last four years. This group 
is the fi rst Lincoln team to 
win consecutive crowns, and 
fi rst overall since Fort Hamil-
ton did it in 2005 and 2006. 

Rodriguez, who doesn’t 
have a college scholarship 
offer yet, carried the ball 25 
times for 171 yards. He and his 
teammates celebrated by slid-
ing into the snow-covered end 
zone at Yankee Stadium. 

“It hasn’t sunken in yet,” 
Rodriguez said. “I feel great 
right now knowing we made 
Lincoln history.”

Rodriguez’s nine postsea-
son touchdowns tie former 
Lincoln standout and fel-
low Coney Islander Frankie 
Sinclair (1993) for the Pub-
lic School Athletic League 
record. Railsplitters coach 
Shawn O’Connor told Rodri-
guez, who began the year at 
receiver, that he was a legend 
now — and the best Coney Is-
land football player to come 
through the program. 

“I fi gured they’d still key 
on him, but they still have to 
stop him,” the coach said. “He 
came up big again for us.”

Erasmus got on the board 
fi rst, however, thanks to a 

55-yard touchdown run from 
Shavar Brathwaite, to take a 
6–0 lead early in the second 
quarter. Two plays later, Ro-
driguez broke a 55-yard scor-
ing run and an Axel Pembele 
extra point made it 7–6 Rail-
splitters.

His six-yard touchdown 
run on third down made it 
13–6 with 1:49 to go before the 
half. Senior Prince Klutsy was 
a key on both sides of the ball. 
He shared the running load 
with Rodriguez and made key 
stops as a linebacker.  

Both teams relied heav-
ily on the run in the cold and 
snowy conditions. The Dutch-
men had trouble getting its 
usually explosive offense go-
ing. Erasmus could not score 
from the Lincoln 13-yard line 
in the third quarter and had 

three fourth-quarter drives 
end on fourth down. 

“The weather did slow us 
down a bit, but we had to come 
out and do what we had to do, 
but unfortunately we couldn’t 
fi nish the job,” Erasmus line-
backer Deonte Roberts said.

The Dutchmen’s fi nal drive 
concluded with Lincoln se-
nior Dionte Fleming stopping 
Brathwaite on a fourth and 
three from the Erasmus 31 
with less than 1:00 to play. 

“A couple of seconds left, 
fourth down, I see Shavar 
Braithwaite in the hole,” said 
Fleming. “I thought, ‘I got to 
get it done.’ ”

The last two Railsplitters’ 
crowns were part of unde-
feated seasons. They lost twice 
this year, but picked them-

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK
Lincoln coach Kenny Pret-
low challenged his team to 
make a statement in the main 
event slot of the Tri-State 
High School Classic, and the 
Railsplitters delivered with a 
big second half, led by junior 
Jahlil Tripp. 

Tripp scored 19 of his 
game-high 23 points in second 
half to lead Lincoln to a 91–55 
victory over Math, Civics 
and Sciences from Philadel-
phia on Sunday at Gaucho’s 
Gym in the Bronx. Former 
coach Dwayne “Tiny” Mor-
ton and graduated stars Isa-
iah Whitehead and Desi Ro-
driguez were in attendance 
to watch a very different-
looking Lincoln team. 

“I told them we needed to 
make a statement,” Pretlow 
said. “I think people think 
Lincoln basketball is no lon-
ger one of the top programs 
in the city.

Lincoln used its strength 
and length to open the sec-
ond half with a 12–0 run on 
eight points from Tripp to in-
crease its lead to 47–25. Tripp 
said his second-half offensive 
surge was fueled by his team-
mates in the locker room at 
halftime. 

“I went into the locker 
room and spoke to all my 
teammates,” he said. “They 
told me to be focused and 

play strong.” 
 After Math and Civil Sci-

ences scored four consecu-
tive points, Tripp came back 
with a layup and fi nished the 
quarter with a long three to 
cap a big frame for the Rail-
splitters. Lincoln out-scored 
Math, Civics & Sciences 33–
11 in the third quarter. Pret-
low said his team was doing 
everything right during the 
spurt. 

“We ran to our spots, we 
trusted each other, and we 
passed the ball,” he said. 

The Lincoln defense, 
which helped break the game 
open, held St. John’s recruit 
Samir Doughty to 14 points.  
Tripp, who guarded him for 
some of the game, said he 
just listened to his coach and 
stuck to the defensive game 
plan. Senior Ezekiel Charles 
also defended Doughty. 

“We wanted to make a 
statement, him coming here 
going to St. John’s,” Tripp 
said. “Coach told us to ignore 
all the hype and lock him 
down, and we did.”

In the fi rst half, Lincoln 
opened up a 24–13 advantage. 
Math, Civics and Sciences 
(4–1) then scored six unan-
swered points, but the Rail-
splitters answered back with 
a 9–0 run of its own, led by 
the shooting of freshman Ty-

— Lincoln coach Shawn O’Connor on his 
young team’s title win.

— Bishop Loughlin coach Chez Williams 
on beating Nazareth

Continued on page 56 Continued on page 56

TO VICTORY: Lincoln’s Sean O’Conner holds up the championship trophy 
after the Railsplitters’ Dec. 10 victory at Yankee Stadium. 
 Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Lincoln basketball 
wins at Tri-State 

Twice as nice
Led by Rodriguez, Lincoln takes down 

Erasmus Hall for second-straight crown

UP AGAIN: Donald Cannon Flores of Lincoln attempts to score on a 
put back. Photo by Caroll Alvarado
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B eing on the outside 
looking in doesn’t sit 
well with Dwayne 

“Tiny” Morton.
The legendary Abraham 

Lincoln head coach, now 
an assistant at Seton Hall, 
was in attendance to watch 
his former program play 
against Math Civics & Sci-
ence of Philadelphia at the 
Tri-State High School Clas-
sic at Gauchos Gym last 
Sunday. Former stars Isa-
iah Whitehead, Desi Rodri-
guez and Treyvon Morton, 
who are also at Seton Hall, 
came along with him after 
their current team beat St. 
Peter’s earlier in the day. 

Watching from the side-
lines and not having his 
hands in what was going 
on in the Lincoln huddle 
wasn’t easy for Morton, 
who coached the Railsplit-
ters for 20 years and won 
eight city titles. He believes 
new coach and close friend 
Kenny Pretlow is doing a 
good job with the players 
and has them playing hard. 
Even so, there is still a part 
of him that is used to hav-
ing input with the Railsplit-
ters. 

“I kind of want to run 
over there and say some-
thing,” he said. 

Morton has also faced 
an adjustment to being an 
assistant under Kevin Wil-
lard in South Orange. He 
said he didn’t come in with 
any expectations, but is en-
joying the experience and 
trying to get the most out 
if it. He mentioned the long 
hours and the more in-
depth strategy. Morton is 
learning every day and ful-
fi lling a dream of coaching 
at the college level, but that 
doesn’t undo 20 years of be-
ing a head coach. 

Whitehead didn’t feel 
the same urge to be in the 
Lincoln huddle, but he does 
understand Morton’s desire 
to be in there. 

“It’s different for him be-
cause he’s been in the posi-
tion at Lincoln of just tell-
ing everybody what to do,” 
Whitehead said. 

Morton said being an as-
sistant meant less pressure 

on him, and Seton Hall is 
off to a solid 8–1 start. Most 
would enjoy a break from 
the stress and expectations 
that come from being in 
charge of a team, but not 
Morton. 

“It doesn’t feel good,” 
Morton said. “I’d love to be 
a head coach, but I under-
stand my position, though. 
I’ve been very good.”

He isn’t sitting on his 
hands at Seton Hall.  Mor-
ton is still active and giving 
input. Rodriguez, who is 
playing about 15.7 minutes 
per contest, said Morton is 
consistently in his ear, tell-
ing him what he sees, and 
it brings back some memo-
ries. 

“To me, he is still a head 
coach,” Rodriguez said. “He 
coaches me on the bench. 
He coaches me during time 
outs. To me, it’s the same as 
Lincoln. He is still coaching 
like a head coach.” 

Whitehead, a Coney Is-
land native, said it was 
weird for him to watch Lin-
coln play and not see Mor-
ton on the bench. Instead he 
is all the way on the other 
side of the court, sitting 
in the second row of the 
bleachers to watch Lincoln 
roar to a lopsided win. 

Morton was a fi xture in 
New York City basketball 
and not seeing him patrol-
ling the sideline at Lincoln 
will certainly take some 
getting used to. Nothing 
lasts forever. 

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Coach Chez Williams doesn’t 
want his young Bishop Lough-
lin players to get too full of 
themselves after bursting out 
of the gate and winning fi ve 
of their fi rst six games, in-
cluding a victory over Catho-
lic League power Christ the 
King.

The Lions’ latest step for-
ward was gutting out a 78–72 
victory over host Nazareth in 
Brooklyn-Queens girls’ bas-
ketball on Dec. 15. 

Sophomore guard Milli-
cia Reid, a Murry Bergtraum 
transfer, scored 14 of her 19 
points in the fourth quarter 
and was 10 of 10 from the free 
throw line in the frame. Reid 
also added 10 assists and eight 
rebounds. 

Zaria Dorsey tallied 14 
points and fi ve rebounds and 
Skydajah Patterson chipped 
in 12 points and eight boards. 
Even in victory Williams 
would not allow any of the 
players to talk to the media 
after the game because he 
doesn’t want them buying 

into the outside hype around 
them.

“The media thing some-
times gets to young people,” 
Williams said. “It makes you 
feel like, ‘We’re ok.’ I just want 
my kids to be more humble.”

He also wanted Reid to be 
more aggressive in the sec-

ond half after scoring just fi ve 
points before the break, and 
told her it was time to turn it 
up. She played better in the 
third, but took over in the 
fourth. Reid continually got 
to the free throw line and gave 
her team a chance to make 
plays around her. 

A three-point play by 
Dorsey gave the Lions the lead 
for good at 66–64 with 2:32 to 
go, and senior Kiana Clark 
hit two three-pointers in the 
fourth. The second put Lough-
lin up 72–66 with 1:00 left to 
play. 

“They made us have to play 
a better game,” Williams said 
of Nazareth. “Just for today, 
we were a better team.” 

Nazareth (3–3) is going 
through a similar process, 
but has struggled out of the 
gate. The Lady Kingsmen 
took a position to win with 
a big third quarter. Junior 
wing Niya Johnson scored 13 
of her 34 points in the frame 
and collected 11 rebounds on 
the night. The Lady Kings-

BY STEPHEN ZITOLO
A close game between South 
Shore and Francis Lewis on 
Dec. 12 ended with a brawl in-
volving players and fans from 
the bleachers, requiring both 
teams to be escorted from the 
gym by coaches and school 
safety offi cers.

Tempers fl ared after the 
visiting Patriots won the hard-
fought game 71–70 by sinking 
two free throws with no time 
left on the clock after three 
quarters of superior play by 
the Vikings.

The South Shore girls’ bas-
ketball team outplayed Fran-
cis Lewis all night long, but 
failed to avenge last year’s loss 
to the Patriots in the Public 
School Athletic League Class 
AA city title game. 

The Vikings took a 70–69 
lead on a jumper by freshman 
Destiny Philoxy with 14.1 sec-
onds on the clock. Francis 
Lewis had one fi nal answer 

left. Patriots senior guard 
Cassidy Khan received a pass 

on the left wing with six sec-
onds remaining. She drove to-
wards the basket, was fouled 
with no time left on the clock 
and calmly made two free 
throws. 

South Shore coach Anwar 
Gladden credited Francis 
Lewis with coming through 
better in the clutch.

“We didn’t close out posses-
sions both offensively and de-
fensively,” Gladden said. “We 
just kept them in the game. 
They’re a championship and 
veteran team and tonight they 
did what championship and 
veteran teams do.” 

Things began to get heated 
with 26 seconds remaining in 
the game when Francis Lewis 
was at the free throw line. 
Brianna Fraser and Francis 
Lewis senior guard Chi La 
Bady exchanged some words 
and there was some pushing 
among the players. 

FAST BREAK: South Shore’s Bri-
anna Fraser shot a jumper and 
a foul in the fi rst quarter of the 
game against Francis Lewis, before 
the Vikings fell 71–70 to the Queens 
school. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

HUSTLE POINTS: Left, Bishop 
Loughlin’s Zaria Dorsey battles 
Nazareth’s Natalia Bonhomme for 
a rebound. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Powerful Loughlin 
holds off Nazareth 

Late scores doom Vikings 
before post-game brawl

Morton still 
adjusting to life 

after Lincoln 

Continued on page 56

Continued on page 56
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SPORTS

BAY WAY

Year-End

the
Get a great deal at Bay Ridge Ford before 2014 is over!Get a great deal at Bay Ridge Ford beforGet gre t de l t B Ridge Ford beforre 2014 is over!re 2014 is over!

888-847-1024
612 86TH STREET,  BROOKLYN, NY 11228
ONLINE 24/7 AT BAYRIDGEFORD.COM

See dealer for details. All taxes, tags, and fees not included. Subject to vehicle insurance and availability. 
Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1017929. Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7111183. Offers expire 12/31/14.

2013 Ford E-250 Cargo Van

Auto, 4.6L V8, 
10,379 Miles, 
STK A25674

2009 Nissan Altima Coupe S 

CVT, 2.5L 4 Cyl, 
64,599 Miles, 
STK P1372
$12,995

2013 Nissan Versa S

Auto, 1.6L 4 Cyl, 
34,284 Miles, 
STK P1373
$10,995

2009 Nissan Murano S AWD

CVT, 3.5L V6, 
65,672 Miles, 
STK P1371
$14,995 $20,995

2011 Toyota Camry L

Auto, 2.5L 4 Cyl, 
47,027 Miles, 
STK P1369
$12,995

2011 Toyota Camry L

Aut
47,
ST
$1

2014 Ford E-350 Wagon XLT
Auto, 5.4L V8, 
25,099 Miles, 
STK A14585
$23,995

A
25
S
$2$

Donations collected by

at the Kings County Showroom

C O U N T Y

†

C O U N T Y

2007 Chrysler Sebring Touring

2014 Dodge Journey SXT

2012 Chrysler 200 Touring 2014 Jeep Compass Sport 4x4

$8,990

$18,400

$12,500 $16,790

Auto, 2.7L V6, 
25,973 Miles, 
STK T01025

Auto, 3.6L V6, 
19,088 Miles, 
STK P0966

Auto, 2.4L 4 Cyl, 
39,261 Miles, 
STK T01068

2013 Chrysler 300C

$21,900

Auto, 5.7L V8, 
25,479 Miles, 
STK P01021

Auto, 2.4L 4 Cyl, 
24,800 Miles, 
STK P01023

2014 Dodge Charger SE

$18,500

Auto, 3.6L V6, 
21,327 Miles, 
STK P01071

B R O O K L Y N C H R Y S L E R . C O M2286 Flatbush Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11234 866-753-0895

†Must bring in coat upon arrival to dealership to qualify for this offer.  All taxes, tags, and fees not included. Subject to vehicle insurance and availability.  
See dealer for details. Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1435478, Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7114167. Offers expire 12/31/14.

ataHoliday Drive
Receive $15 off your next service when you donate a coat this winter! 
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BY STEPHEN ZITOLO
Top-seeded Erasmus Hall’s 
magical season fell one win 
short when no. 2 Abraham 
Lincoln edged out the Dutch-
man 13–6 in the Public School 
Athletic League City Confer-
ence football title game at Yan-
kees Stadium on Dec. 11.  

Erasmus (11–2) won the 
regular season title and 
breezed by its fi rst two op-
ponents in the playoffs by a 
combined score of 65–36. The 
Dutchmen even took a 6–0 
lead against Lincoln early in 
the second quarter thanks to 
a 55-yard touchdown run by 
Shavar Brathwaite, but the 
weather and the Railsplitters 
defense made life diffi cult af-
ter that.   

The conditions at Yankee 
Stadium weren’t conducive 
to Erasmus’s style of play on 
the offensive side of the ball. It 
was a wind-swept and snowy 
night on a grass fi eld, and Er-
asmus’s offense is built on 
playing fast and moving the 
ball as much through the air 
as on the ground.

“We just had to come out to 
play,” said Rutgers-bound line-
backer Deonte Roberts. “Stick 
to the game assignments. The 
weather did slow us down a 
bit, but we had to come out and 
do what we had to do, but un-
fortunately we couldn’t fi nish 
the job.”

 The wet ball didn’t allow 
for junior quarterback Aaron 
Grant to test the Lincoln sec-

ondary with his passing attack 
early on in the game. It led to 
some poor snaps that sent the 
Dutchmen backwards. Eras-
mus head coach Danny Land-
berg didn’t use the weather as 
an excuse, but acknowledged 
it was factor.  

“The weather gave us a 
lot of issues,” Landberg said. 
“[Lincoln] is a better team for 
it, and it ended up working in 
their favor.”

Still, there were chances to 
steal the game late, but three 
fourth-quarter drives were 
ended on fourth down. The re-
alization of falling just short 
of a city title sunk in for the 
players as Lincoln celebrated 
on the fi eld. 

Landberg sent his emo-

tional seniors back to the 
locker room and made his un-
derclassmen stay and watch 
Lincoln receive the trophy 
and the banner. A fi red up 
Landberg told them to let the 
disappointment set in and feed 
off it moving forward, while 
reminding his younger play-
ers that they already exceeded 
expectations this year.

“This is what we are going 
to do next year,” Landberg told 
his team. “This was supposed 
to be a down year, and we got 
here a year earlier. I want to 
know who is going to get us 
back next year. Let it hurt. It 
teaches you power, hunger, 
manhood, responsibly and 
heart. We will be back here 
next year.”

ON THE MOVE: Lincoln’s Luis Rodriguez on his way to one of his two 
touch downs in the championship game against Erasmus Hall on Dec. 
10 at Yankee Stadium. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

WHAT HAPPENED?: Erasmus Hall’s Xavier Braithwaite wonders where 
the magic of the Dutchmen’s magical season went. 
 Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Championship will have 
to wait for Erasmus Hall 

selves up. Lincoln’s defense 
allowed just 12 points in the 
playoffs, and quelled two of 
the city’s best offenses in the 
process. 

“We went against a 
Grand Street team that fi g-
ured they’d just throw us 
out of the stadium, and they 
weren’t able to do it,” Flem-
ing said. “We went against 
an E-Hall team that fi gured 

they could run us out of the 
stadium, and they couldn’t 
run.” 

The title ends a season 
that began with O’Connor 
asking this fresh-faced 
group to introduce itself to 
the New York City football 
world. Rodriguez can now 
call himself a legend — and 
he and his teammates will 
forever be champions.

“I think they introduced 
themselves,” O’Connor said, 
“and put an exclamation 
point on it.” 

ler Bourne. He scored seven of 
his 14 points in the fi rst half. 
Bourne saw this game as one 
of growth early in his young 
varsity career. 

“It feels good to be play-
ing well, and it’s a big step for 
me because I am playing with 

players that are older than 
me,” Bourne said. 

Tripp recognized his fresh-
man teammate’s impact in the 
game. 

“Tyler made a bunch of big 
threes and had assists,” he 
said. “We keep his confi dence 
up in practice because he is a 
freshman. We stay with him 
throughout practice and the 
games.”

The Railsplitters improved 
to 5–0 with the victory, and 
silenced the hype surround-
ing Doughty. But even though 
his team is off to a good start, 
Pretlow knows there is a lot of 
basketball left in the season. 

“It’s not a dash, it’s a mar-
athon,” Pretlow said. “We are 
getting better every game and 
hopefully we are there in the 
end.”

Continued from page 53 

LINCOLN

The brawl broke out af-
ter the post game handshake, 
starting among the players, 
but then drawing spectators 
from the bleachers down onto 
the court, where some joined 

the fray while others tried to 
break it up. What set off the 
melee was unclear.

Afterwards, both teams 
had to be escorted out of the 
gymnasium separately by 
their coaches and school 
safety offi cers to avoid further 
incident. 

“It was very unfortunate 

and I wished it wouldn’t have 
happened,” Gladden said.

South Shore won the bas-
ketball battle for the fi rst 
three quarters. The fi rst frame 
ended with a jumper and a foul 
at the buzzer by senior for-
ward Fraser that gave South 
Shore all the momentum up 
to that point.  The Maryland-

bound forward scored 11 of 
her 17 points in the fi rst quar-
ter. The second and third 
frames were much of the same 
for South Shore. The Vikings 
had the momentum and ruled 
the glass all night long behind 
Fraser’s length and ability in 
the paint. 

South Shore was up 52–46 

heading into the fourth. The 
Patriots never stopped com-
ing at South Shore, and went 
on a 10–4 run in the fi rst three 
minutes of the quarter to tie 
the score at 56–56 with 5:00 left 
in the game. Francis Lewis’ 
junior guard Dominique Wil-
liams led all scorers with 19 
points. 

men took a 51–47 lead into the 
fourth, but could not hold it. 
Johnson has acclimated her-
self just fi ne to her expanded 
roles.  

“I’ve always been in the 
background,” Johnson said. 
“Now it is my time to step up 
and I am really happy about 
it. I’m happy I am going to be 
able to lead my team to big 
things.” 

The lost was still consid-
ered a step forward for a Naz-
areth team that has just one 
senior who plays signifi cant 
minutes. Junior point guard 
Shalix Hines scored 14 points 
and did a superb job break-
ing the Loughlin pressure 
defense and dishing to open 
teammates, to the tune of 13 

assists to go along with seven 
rebounds. Erica Russell was 
a force on the glass until foul-
ing out with 3:20 to go in the 
game.    

“Some of them are learn-
ing on the fl y,” said Naza-
reth coach Rob Kelley. “They 
aren’t used to doing this in 
this temperature. We are 
young. We will make our 
mistakes.”

Loughlin isn’t playing to 
its full potential either, but 
Loughlin and Archbishop 
Molloy are the only teams in 
Brooklyn-Queens without a 
league loss. It has Williams 
hopeful for what his squad 
can become as the season 
goes along. 

“You can’t teach experi-
ence,” Williams said. “The 
more game situations they 
play in, the more they grow 
up.”

Continued from page 54 

VIKINGS

Continued from page 54 

LOUGHLIN

Continued from page 53 

TRI-STATE
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LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Call
718-260-2555

To 
advertise  

your 

SCHOOL or 
EDUCATION  
PROGRAM

call
718.260.2555
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BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

Say “hello” to banker Mark Noto. 
The native son has just been appointed 
head of business lending at Investors 

Bank, and is now one of the institu-
tion’s top three commercial lending 
executives.

In this new position Mark will re-
port to chief lending offi cer Richard 

Spengler 
and cover 
New York, 
Long Is-
land and 
New Jer-
sey, as well 
as manage 
the bank’s 
l e n d i n g 
units, in-
c l u d i n g 
h e a l t h -
care, cash-

value insurance, and small business 
and community fi nancing, which is an 
awful lot to oversee. 

Mark has guided the transforma-
tion of business-lending units by re-
cruiting and developing business-lend-
ing teams in the bank’s New Jersey 
and New York markets, and under his 
leadership, business lending continues 
to achieve signifi cant annual growth, 
said Spengler.

“Mark broadened our range of fi -
nancing options by introducing new 
specialized lending components, and 
the results have been excellent,” he 
said.

Mark combined his skills as a busi-
ness lender with proven leadership 
and mentoring capabilities, according 
to bank president and chief executive 
offi cer Kevin Cummings.

“He is an exceptional individual 
with a straightforward manner that 
earns clients’ trust and forms the foun-
dation for long-term relationships, and 
that is why he was the clear choice,” he 
said.

It’s a clear choice that Mark Noto 
deserves a Standing O, too!

Investors Bank [81 Court St. be-
tween Livingston and Schermerhorn 
streets in Brooklyn Heights (718) 855–
8500].

DOWNTOWN

Expanding the territory
 A shout-out to John Banks for be-

ing appointed the new president of the 

Real Estate Board of New York. 

Standing O pal and Brooklyn 
Chamber president Carlos Scissura 

had these good words to day: 
“Congratulations to my good friend 

John Banks, his record speaks for it-
self, and I know fi rsthand how terrifi c 
he is from our time together on the 

Charter Review Commission in 2010. 
There is not a doubt in my mind that 
he is the right man for this job, and I 
look forward to working with him to 
continue to build Brooklyn’s already 
booming real estate industry.”

Standing O pal Carlos also added 
a fond farewell to former board presi-
dent Steve Spinola.

“Congratulations for all of his ac-
complishments,” he said.

Standing O says, “Hello and good-
bye,” and wishes all great success. 

Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
[335 Adams St. at Boerum Place in 
Downtown, (718) 875-1000]. 

DYKER HEIGHTS

Toys for Tots drive
Hats off to Petri Plumbing and 

Heating, Inc., the borough’s trusted 
plumber since 1906. It is now a part-
ner of the Toys for Tots program and 

until Dec. 25, the night that Santa 
drops down the chimney, it will be a 
collection location for residents and 
businesses to drop off toys for the 
drive. 

Owner Michael Petri told Stand-
ing O, “I am very excited to be a part 
of Toys for Tots and give back to the 
neighborhoods my company serves. 
The service experts will be wear-
ing Santa caps to pick up donations 
while stopping up those pesky leaks 
and plumbing problems we take care 
of.” 

Petri is also offering special promo-
tions to customers who provide toys 
for the drive. Area residents can also 
drop off their donations at its Dyker 
Heights offi ce.

“The holiday season is very impor-
tant in this business,” Standing O pal 
Michael added. “Not only are we inun-
dated with service calls and plumbing 
inspections, we are constantly giving 

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

DOWNTOWN

Give a mega-watt high-fi ve giga-
byte to National Grid for donating 
20 computers to St. Joseph High 

School. The donations will make a 
huge difference in the academic suc-
cess of the students, helping them 
complete homework and prepare 
for college, said school spokesman 
Paul Kennedy.

“This year’s gift from the Grid 
doubles down on last year’s present 
of 10 computers and 10 laptops,” he 
said. Sweet! 

All this amounts to National 
Grid sticking to its mission of giving 
back to the communities it serves. 

The company supports many pro-
grams, including energy, education, 
and the environment while engag-
ing students in the developmental 
skills central to the company’s busi-
ness activities. 

Head honchos George Mayhew, 
director of corporate affairs, and 
Max Currie, chief information of-
fi cer, were on hand to plug in those 
PCs and start the students on their 
journey on the super information 
highway. 

Standing O says, “Thanks, so 
how about those heating costs?”

St. Joseph High School [80 Wil-
loughby St. at Bridge Street in 
Downtown, (718) 624–3618].

MIDWOOD

Shalom and l’chaim
The welcome mat is out for 

Rabbi Matt Carl, and congratu-
lations are on board to the East 

Midwood Jewish Center for cel-
ebrating 90 fruitful years in the 
community.

The incoming spiritual leader, 
an environmentalist and educa-
tor who hails from way across 
the west coast in Long Beach, 
Ca.,  was installed on Dec. 14  and 
took the reins from Rabbi Alvin 

Kass, who retired after 36 years 
of service.  

Rabbi Carl formerly led the 
congregation at the Park Slope 
Jewish Center, and also served 
at the Battery Park Synagogue 
in that other borough of Manhat-
tan, across the river. He was the 
director of community develop-
ment and engagement at Hazon 
and served as associate rabbi of 
Congregation Mount Sinai. 

East Midwood, established in 
1924, is a combination synagogue 
and community center. 

Standing O joins with  co-pres-
idents Randy Grossman and Toby 
Sanchez  and the congregation in  
welcoming Rabbi Carl, “May you 
have a long and successful ten-
ure, and birthday wishes to the 
East Midwood Jewish Center, 
many more.” 

East Midwood Jewish Center 
[1625 Ocean Ave. at Avenue K in 
Midwood, (718) 338–3800].

Mega utility = Gig-tastic gift

He’s an investment for the future

back to the community.” 
Petri Plumbing didn’t stop at the 

drive, it also gave $500 to Brookly-

nEats Cares to benefi t local food pan-
tries and soup kitchens.

You only have a week, readers, so 
get a move on and make those dona-
tions.

Petri Plumbing and Heating [901 
Bay Ridge Pkwy. at Ft. Hamilton Park-
way in Dyker Heights, (718) 748–1254]. 

ONLINE NOW: From left, St. Joseph High School seniors show George Mayhew and 
Max Currie from National Grid how they use the donated computers to prepare for 
college.
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE 
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,  
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

SANDRA DIAZ
Located near the Verrazano Bridge in Bay Ridge Brooklyn   
347-251-7423   www.diazestudio.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS 
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or  
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS 
4255 Amboy Road, Staten Island, NY  10308

(718) 605-3274

316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ  07095

(732) 750-1174  ultfash@optonline.net

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
718 698-4859  www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
BAY RIDGE MANOR 
476 76th St., Brooklyn (718) 748–8855,  
www.bayridgemanor.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT 
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,

www.casapepe.com

EL CARIBE COUNTRY CLUB CATERERS  
5945 Strickland Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 531–1200,  
www.elcaribecaterers.com

GIACOMO’S TRATTORIA 
7902 3rd Ave., Brooklyn (718) 439–6993,  
www.facebook.com/GiacomosWoodFiredPizza 

GLEN TERRACE 
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GREENHOUSE CAFE 
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200, 

www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO 
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,

www.ilfornettorestaruant.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL 
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn  (718) 788–0777,

www.grandprospecthall.com

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB 
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island 
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

NEW YORK CITY EVENTS 
Contact Dyker Beach Golf Course  
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or Pelham Bay & Split Rock Golf 
Course at (718) 885–1258 x 229,   
www.nycevents.americangolf.com

SIRICO’S  
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900, 

www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island  
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 www.theparadisecateringhall.com

DUE PONTI
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd. Whitestone, NY 11357
718-767-3100  www.dueponti-ristorant.com

FLUSHING TOWN HALL
137-35 Northern Blvd. Flushing NY 11354
()718) 463-7700  www.flushingtownhall.org

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11355
(718) 886-3800 X 201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

Lodging
HOUSE ON THIRD BED & BREAKFAST
422 Third Street, Park Slope, Brooklyn, NY
(718) 788-7171   www.houseon3st.com

Entertainment
E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT 
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Florists
FLORAL FANTASY 
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or 
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST 
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or  
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS 
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

13TH AVENUE FLORIST 
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088, 
13thaveflorist@gmail.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204

(718) 256-7434 www.18thaveflowers.com

Jewelry
TIVOLI JEWELERS 
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York

216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens,

New York

Phone: +1-718-339-4653 Fax: +1-718-975-0952

Email: info@cashforgoldbk.com

See more at: http://cashforgoldbk.com/location-2

See more at: http://cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

OKG JEWELRY
248-25 Northern Blvd., Little Neck, NY  718-423-2526 
www.okgjewelry.com   Like Us on Facebook  

Open Tuesday - Saturday

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION 
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

RJ’S LIMOUSINES 
3285 Sunrise Hwy., Wantagh  (516) 221–3040
www.rjlimos.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd.,  Staten island (718) 351-7273 
www.rddlimos.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY 
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949, 

www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO 
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill  

(888) 400–2738 or (718) 504–1970,  

www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS 
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 AVE.   718 748 2200

PILO ARTS SALON 
8412 3rd Ave., Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  
www.piloarts.com

SALON MALAVE 
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720 
www.salonmalave.com 

AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
718 979 9000  www.afbennett.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S. 
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,  
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE 
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,  
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO 
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR 
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA 
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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10% Senior Citizen
or Veteran’s Discount

Every Wednesday
BROOKLYN
MARKET

DECEMBER 
2014

Stop by & Pick up our
new Loyalty Card at the

Brooklyn Market.
No Gimmicks,
Just Rewards!

Free Home Delivery
Available!

Follow Us For
Special Savings

Happy Hanukkah

4 Lb. Bag

Super A
Granulated Sugar 99¢
With Club Card & Add.

$10.00 Purchase or
More. Limit 1 Deal.

Free Sale
2/$3.00

Barilla
Lasagne

8-16 oz. Box

2/$3OVEN READY, JUMBO
SHELLS OR MANICOTI

Filippo Berio
Pure Olive Oil

101-101.4 Fl. oz. Cont.

$1599
Extra
Virgin

$17.99

Pillsbury
Flour

5 Lb. Bag

Pillsbury
Cake Mix

Select Var. 15.25 oz. Box

$188

99¢

ALL PURPOSE,
UNBLEACHED

OR BREAD

Frosting
16 oz.

2/$3.00

Folgers
Coffee

Select Var. 10.3-11.3 oz. Cont.

With Club Card & Add.
$10.00 Purchase or More.

Limit 1 Deal.

$249
Free Sale

$2.99

$1199$1199$1199$1199$1199Whole
Fillet Mignon Lb.

$999$999$999$999$999Bone-In
Rib Roast Lb.

$699$699$699$699$699
Flank
Steaks Lb.

Sara Lee
Homstye Pies

Select Var. 34 oz. Box

Friendly’s
Ice Cream

Select Var.
48 Fl. oz. cont.

McCain
Potatoes

Select Var. 19-32 oz. Pkg.5/$52/$6

$199 $199

Super A
Vegetables

10-12 oz. Box

Pepsi Cola
Soda

Select Var. 2 Ltr. Btl. +Dep. 5/$55/$55/$55/$55/$5 Pepsi Cola
Soda

Select Var. 12 Pk. 12 oz. Can +Dep. 4/$114/$114/$114/$114/$11

Wesson
Corn Oil

128 Fl. oz. Cont. $699$699$699$699$699
With Club Card & Add.

$10.00 Purchase or More.
Limit 1 Deal.

Scott
Bath Tissue

20 Roll Pack $1199$1199$1199$1199$1199
With Club Card & Add.

$10.00 Purchase or More.
Limit 1 Deal.

Sorrento Galbani
Ricotta Cheese

32 oz. Cont. $199Cracker Barrel
Cheese

Select Var. 7-8 oz. Bar $299Land O’ Lakes
Butter

Select Var. 16 oz. Pkg. Qtrs.

Sorrento Galbani
Mozzarella

16 oz. Pkg.
Whole Milk or Part Skim

$299$299$299$299$299
Cook’s
Spiral Ham Lb.

Lobster
Tails

Baby
Octopus

Jumbo
Shrimp

$1499$1499$1499$1499$1499
Lb.

$599$599$599$599$599
Lb.

$999$999$999$999$999
Lb.

IMPORTED 6-
8 OZ.TAILS

IMPORTED
FROM SPAIN

IMPORTED
16/20

Jumbo
Bacalao

Super Lumb
Crabmeat

Calamari
Tube & Tenticles

$599$599$599$599$599
Lb.

$1999$1999$1999$1999$1999
16 oz.

$599$599$599$599$599
Lb.

PASTEURIZED

CUSTOM CUT

AT COUNTER
USDA CHOICE USDA CHOICE

IMPORTED
BONELESS USA

MUG, CRUSH, LIPTON,
TROPICANA OR SCHWEPPES

Must 
Buy 4

VEGETABLE
OR CANOLA

COOKED SQUASH, OKRA, GREEN BEANS,
BROCCOLI, CORN, MIXED VEG., PEAS. PEAS

& CARROTS,COLLARDS, OR SPINACH

FREE
Buy 1 Get 1

FREE
Buy 1 Get 1

3/$53/$53/$53/$53/$5Extra Large
Cantaloupes

IMPORTED

2/$52/$52/$52/$52/$5Earthbound
Salad Asst. 5 oz.

$299$299$299$299$299Stuffing
Mushroom

EXTRA LARGE
GOURMET

$399$399$399$399$399Imported
Clementines 3 Lb.

Bag

$399$399$399$399$399
Jumbo AAA
Chestnuts

14 oz.
Pkg.

IMPORTED
FROM ITALY

Lb.

$1199
Lb.Imported

Prosciutto

$599
Lb.

Chunk Only

Pecorino
Romano

Imported
From italy

Perfectly
Sliced $799

Ea.Christmas
Holiday Stollen

made 
fresh daily

LIMIT 5 LBS.

$499
Lb.

Fresh
Mozzarella

16 Oz. Pkg.

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT SALES TO 1 PER FAMILY. PRICES EFFECTIVE THIS STORE ONLY. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. SOME PICTURES ARE FOR DESIGN PURPOSES ONLY AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT ITEMS ON SALE. GRAPHIC MAKERS PLUS: 201-501-8201.

4/$5
Cento
Tomatoes

SElect Var. 28 oz. CAn


