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BY VANESSA OGLE
Turns out, you can go home 
again. 

Author and Marine 
Park native  Mark Chiu-
sano — who recently re-
leased “Marine Park: Sto-
ries,” a collection based on 
growing up in the neigh-
borhood  — rode the B train 
back to his native home-

land for the Madison-Ma-
rine-Homecrest Civic As-
sociation’s holiday party 
on Dec. 11. 

Chiusano spoke about 
the history of Marine Park 
and talked about how his 
childhood in a neighbor-
hood that was relatively 
close to New York City but 
still very much its own 

world inspired his semi-au-
tobiographical book.

“The book deals with 
this idea that you grew up 
in the city — you’re a New 
Yorker — but the city is 
very far away,” said Chiu-
sano, who now lives in 
Cobble Hill. “It is almost 
like ‘Oz.’ It’s really far 

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
A hospital closure like Long Is-
land College Hospital’s should 
not happen again without the 
state doing a whole lot of explain-
ing beforehand.

That is the message of a new 
bill state lawmakers are pushing 
that would require the state to 
draft a formal study of the needs of 
the area around a struggling hos-
pital, explain why the state can’t 
save the hospital, and take input 
from residents before signing off 
on the shuttering. The legisla-
tion is meant to prevent a repeat 
of the closing of the Cobble Hill 
medical center, which prompted a 
yearlong legal battle and dozens of 
protests and left residents with a 
planned luxury housing develop-
ment and a dramatically dimin-
ished health facility, according to 
a pol who will introduce the bill in 
the state Senate next year.

“At LICH there was no process, 
no way to insure that healthcare 
concerns were at the forefront,” 
said state Sen. Daniel Squadron 
(D–Cobble Hill). “As a result, 
we ended up with one of the ug-
liest, most destructive fi ghts I 

BY VANESSA OGLE
Police have arrested the 
man they believe slashed 
tires on dozens of cars in 
Sheepshead Bay and Mid-
wood on Dec. 14.

Eduard Ivashcenko, 
a 21-year-old man from 
Sheepshead Bay, was ar-
rested on Dec. 15 for alleg-
edly slashing the tires on 

at least 71 vehicles — and 
authorities say that num-
ber could increase if more 
victims step forward to 
press charges.

“Some of them are 
probably afraid to make 
reports,” said an NYPD 
spokesman.

Since the vandalism 

Continued on page 14

Continued on page 12Continued on page 14

Dept. of Ed. 
won’t help 
spot illegal 

housing
BY MAX JAEGER

Not our problem.
That is what the head of the De-

partment of Education said when 
asked at a Bay Ridge community 
education council meeting on 
Dec. 10 if she plans to share infor-
mation with other city agencies to 
help combat the illegal home con-
versions that contribute to school 
overcrowding. 

“It’s certainly not, I don’t 
think, the Department of Educa-

Continued on page 12
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LOCAL LEGEND: Mark Chiu-
sano, author of short story 
collection “Marine Park: Sto-
ries.”

Diana Ross is set to take the stage when the Loew’s Kings Theatre reopens on Feb. 3. For more, see page 3. 
 Associated Press / Vince Bucci

Cops cuff tire slasher ‘Marine Park’ author speaks

Pro-LICH 
pols push 

closure law
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Queen of Motown coming to Kings
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Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 

= Color Match Paint =
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.
SATURDAY, 9 A.M.–3 P.M.

OPEN 
6 DAYS

BY VANESSA OGLE
Gravesend’s history is pre-
served — at least for now. 

The Lady Moody house 
on Gravesend Neck Road 
between Van Sicklen Street 
and McDonald Avenue 
was one of almost 100 sites 
across the city that the 
Landmarks Preservation 
Commission had planned 
to remove from the calen-
dar for landmark consider-
ation, and one elected offi -
cial said the public’s outcry 
helped put the kibosh on the 
move that would change the 
course of historical recog-
nition.   

“I am pleased that the 
city’s Landmarks Preser-
vation Commission has de-
cided to postpone indefi -
nitely its Dec. 9 hearing 
to ‘de-calendar’ nearly 100 
historic sites, including the 
Lady Deborah Moody House 
in my district,” said Assem-
blyman Steven Cymbrow-
itz (D–Sheepshead Bay). 
“Many people — including 
me — found it highly dis-
turbing when the city an-
nounced earlier this week 
that it planned to remove 
protections from about 100 

buildings it had calendared 
prior to 2011. There was no 
opportunity for public in-
put and very little notice 
that a hearing would even 
take place.”

The Landmark Preser-
vation Commission was 
planning on removing 
seven Brooklyn sites from 
landmark consideration, 
including the Green-Wood 
Cemetery —  Brooklyn’s 
largest graveyard  — and 
 the Coney Island Pumping 
Station, which was built in 
1938 . 

The Lady Moody house 
is named after Deborah 
Moody, who founded the 
town of Gravesend in 1643. 

Moody left England 
because its strict Protes-
tant rules clashed with 
her Anabaptist beliefs, 
and she heard the Dutch 
who lived in what is now 
Brooklyn were more lib-
eral, according to Brook-
lyn Borough Historian 
Ron Schweiger. 

But Schweiger cautioned 
that even though the home 
is old — it is rumored to 
be built in the mid-1600s — 
there is no proof that it was 

actually her home. 
“It is very old — the 

only stipulation is every-
one seems to be calling it 
the ‘Lady Moody House’ 
but there is no proof that is 
her’s,” said Schweiger, add-
ing that the house has also 
been altered extensively. 
“As far as landmarking the 
house, it is an old house but 
the entire exterior of the 
house has been drastically 
changed.”

But regardless of the 
home’s historical relation-
ship to Moody or its renova-
tions, Cymbrowitz said the 
Landmarks Preservations 
commission needs to allow 
for more time to receive the 
community’s input before it 
permanently removes any 
site from consideration.   

“This is not the way we 
operate in this city, and 
certainly not the way we 
should treat historic struc-
tures that can never be re-
placed,” he said. “Now, with 
the hearing postponed, the 
LPC will have the chance to 
give the list of sites the at-
tention it deserves. These 
are not decisions to be made 
unilaterally or in haste.”

HISTORIC HOME: The Lady Moody House in Gravesend — which appears modern because of renova-
tions but was built in the mid-1600s — is safe for now because the Landmarks Preservation Commis-
sion has indefi nitely postponed the public hearing that could have removed nearly 100 sites from 
landmark consideration.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

Landmarks 
backs down
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
The queen of Motown is go-
ing to let the good times roll 
at the Loew’s Kings Theatre 
in Flatbush at its grand re-
opening.

Diana Ross is set to reach 
out and touch a few thou-
sand somebodies as the fi rst 
act to take the stage on Feb. 
3. The big show will reopen 
the picture palace that has 
been shuttered for nearly 40 
years and is in the closing 
weeks of a nearly $100-mil-
lion overhaul. A Brooklyn 
booster hailed the news.

“It is only fi tting that the 
crown jewel of Flatbush, 
and one of the fi nest the-
aters in America, will have 
one of the greatest artists 
ever as its inaugural show,” 
said Chamber of Commerce 
head Carlo Scissura. “By 
bringing Broadway back to 
Brooklyn, the Kings The-
atre will be a destination 
for people across the coun-
try — and Diana Ross is the 
perfect performer to raise 
the curtain.”

Opened in 1929 as a 
movie theater, the Kings 
Theatre was one of New 
York’s fi ve sumptuously 
decorated Loew’s Wonder 

Theatres, and operated for 
decades alongside several 
other massive cinemas on 
Flatbush Avenue. 

It closed shop in 1977, in 
the name of money, not love, 
and in subsequent years lost 
light fi xtures to thieves, or-
nate plaster-work to wa-
ter damage, and red-velvet 
drapes to mildew.

In 2012, Ace Theatrical 
Group inked a deal with the 
city to restore the cinema to 
its former glory. 

The woodwork and mar-
ble fl oors were largely in-
tact and the restorers, con-
vinced that the mountain 
was high enough, but not 
too high to surmount, be-
gan a $94-million restora-
tion of their love child, with 
taxpayers footing half of 
the bill. 

Tickets for “An Evening 
with Diana Ross” are on 
sale now.

“An Evening with Diana 
Ross” at the Loew’s Kings 
Theatre (1027 Flatbush 
Ave. between Duryea and 
Regent places in Flatbush, 
http://www.kingstheatre.
com/shows/an- evening-
with-diana-ross). Feb. 3 at 8 
pm. Tickets start at $100.

Pop superstar Diana Ross to christen refurbished Kings Theatre Feb. 3

FIT FOR A QUEEN: (Top) The Loew’s Kings Theatre on Flatbush Avenue will reopen in February with an inaugural concert by Diana Ross. 
(Below) Ross, center, with Nipsey Russell and Michael Jackson in the movie “The Wiz.” (Left) Ross in 1977, the year the Loew’s Kings last 
took tickets. 

EASE ON DOWN FLATBUSH AVE
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It turns out they might 
have called him Bobby 
“Bacala” for more than one 
reason.

Steve Schirripa, the 
actor known for playing 
Bobby “Bacala” Baccalieri 
on “The Sopranos,” is quite 
the chef, appearing on cook-
ing channels, and recently 
introducing his line of to-
mato sauce — Uncle Steve’s 
Italian Specialties. 

It’s the tomato sauce 
for those who swore they’d 
never enjoy sauce from a 
jar. They’re in for a sur-
prise because this jarred 
sauce is delicious.

Schirripa grew up in 
Bensonhurst at a time when 
Italian mothers considered 
eating jarred tomato sauce 
a mortal sin.  His own 
mother was among them — 
and she wasn’t even born 

Italian. But she was raised 
by Italians, and so she spent 
hours simmering home-
made sauce that family and 
friends would rave about.

When she passed away 
in 2013, Schirripa’s friend, 
Joe, said, “Let’s do some-
thing to honor your mom.” 
Of course it had to be some-
thing outstanding. 

As some of their fondest 
memories included linger-
ing over Sunday afternoon 
meals, soaking up every 
drop of the delicious to-
mato sauce that mom had 
lovingly created, it didn’t 
take long to figure out what 
to do. 

“She was known for her 
sauce,” says Schirripa. 

They had to find a way 
to bottle that homemade 
goodness. But it had to be 
authentic — just like at 
home, the sauce had to con-

tain natural ingredients, 
made from the finest or-
ganic whole Italian plum 
tomatoes, extra virgin olive 
oil, vegetables, and spices. 

Schirripa introduced 
the product about seven 
months ago, and these 
wholesome ingredients are 
listed proudly on the front 
of every jar. The product is 
gluten free, Kosher, and con-
tains no GMO or added sug-
ars. It’s available in three 
varieties — marinara, basil 
and tomato, and Arrabiata. 
The latter means “angry” 
in Italian, and is a spicy 
marinara sauce that can 
be enjoyed over pasta and 
also with grilled chicken, 
shrimp, fish, or steak. 

To the skeptics, Schir-
ripa says, “Just taste 
it. People who say they 
would never eat jarred 
sauce like it.”

He’s quick to point out 
another reality. His mom, 
like so many women of a 
certain generation, didn’t 
work outside the home, so 
she had the time to spend 
all day cooking. 

“Things are different 
today,” he says. Many peo-
ple simply don’t have time 
to cook for hours. They’re 
looking for convenience, 
but still want a product 
that’s good. This is it. 

The sauce can be pur-
chased at www.uncleste-
vesny.com, and can be 
found at local stores such 
as Whole Foods Market, 
Fairway, and many oth-
ers. Just in time for the 
holidays, there are several 
gift baskets that include 
the sauce, and items such 
as his signature wooden 
spoon, pasta, steel colan-
der, and more. It’s the ideal 

gift for the foodie as well as 
“Sopranos” fans. 

Schirripa keeps him-
self busy, in and out of 
the kitchen. Catch him on 
an upcoming episode of 
“Family Meals with Steve 
Schirripa” on Dec. 21 at 
9:30 pm on The Cooking 
Channel. He’s also written 
books, including the hilar-
ious “A Goomba’s Guide to 
Life,” which made the New 
York Times’ bestseller list. 
Other “Goomba” books 
followed. He continues to 
appear in movies and on 

television, and is working 
on a series in Los Ange-
les, right now, he says. Lo-
cally, he’s made dozens of 
appearances, promoting 
Uncle Steve’s Italian Spe-
cialties. 

“Try it, you’ll like it!” he 
says. He’s right.

Steve Schirripa’s Uncle 
Steve’s Italian Specialties 
[Italian Specialties Group 
LLC, 20 Brick Court on 
Staten Island, (718) 605–
0416, www.UncleStevesNY]. 
Shop on line 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

‘Uncle Steve’s’ sauce just like  
mom used to make

BY VANESSA OGLE
An iconic Sheepshead Bay 
restaurant is serving its last 
meal this week. 

The El Greco Diner is 
closing its doors on Friday 
after more than 40 years in 
business. The Emmons Av-
enue business was sold on 
Dec. 12 and one of El Greco’s  
former owners said the buy-
ers will be demolishing the 
building to build a new de-
velopment, though he did 
not specify what it type of 
development.  

“They gave me some in-
dication that they’re going 
to do some type of develop-
ment,” said Peter Venetok-

lis, who is one of the diner’s 
several familial owners and 
would not disclose the sell-
ing price. “They’re knock-
ing the building down.”

The diner was severely 
damaged during Hurricane 
Sandy —  it lost more than 
$60,000 worth of food in the 
superstorm and the elec-
trical outage that followed  
— and Venetoklis said that 
the family had been trying 
to sell the business for more 
than a year. 

“We’ve known it has 
been coming for a while for 
various reasons,” he said. 
“It is almost a given that it 
makes sense economically.”

But one resident said 
he is upset that develop-
ers are using the devastat-
ing storm as leverage over 
business owners. He said 
it wouldn’t surprise him 
if the developer’s plans 
included condos or apart-
ments, especially because 
there are several other ma-
jor developments happen-
ing in the area.  

“Developers are licking 
their chops, they smell op-
portunity,” said Steve Bar-
rison, the president of the 
Bay Improvement Group, 
adding that  developers 
are building residential 
towers in Brighton Beach  

and  on Sheepshead Bay 
Road . “Generally develop-
ers want to put in housing 
— you have three major 
things now.”

For longtime locals, the 
loss of the seaside staple is a 
devastating blow. One resi-
dent, who grew up only a 
10-minute walk away from 
the eatery, said the diner 

was a big part of her life 
growing up. 

“Our dad would take us 
there every Sunday morn-
ing for breakfast,” said De-
nise Chavez, who held her 
high school graduation 
celebration at El Greco. 
“I remember when the 
booths had jukeboxes and 
we could listen to music. 

It was a great place to go 
get breakfast with the fam-
ily.”

Venetoklis agreed that 
the sale is bittersweet for 
his own family. 

“My father built the 
place 40 years ago but we 
all know nothing’s forever,” 
said Venetoklis. “We’re still 
processing it.”

Beloved Sheepshead Bay diner to close

END OF AN ERA: The El Greco Diner on Emmons Avenue in Sheepshead Bay is closing on Dec. 19 — and 
the new owners are demolishing the diner and building a development.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

Goodbye, 
El Greco
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Pilo Arts Salon
WWW.PILOARTS.COM

One gift card
outshines them all

“In the holiday season of endless
gift cards, there is the one that

she prefers the most-
a gift card from Pilo Arts.”

Pilo Arts Salon
Member of

Intercoiffure Mondial
Paris  London Roma

Colour

Hi-Lights

Massage

Facial

Receive 1 FREE  CERTIFICATE

EL 2012-:FLUX Collection. Images provided courtesy of Schwarzkopf Professional

ST PLACE 
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BY MAX JAEGER
A move by the new chair-
man of Coney Island’s Com-
munity Board 13 is prompt-
ing its longtime district 
manager to retire at the end 
of the year over the issue of 
unused vacation days — and 
the departure could leave 

the neighborhood without 
a replacement for much of 
next year.

CB13 district manager 
Chuck Reichenthal an-
nounced his retirement 
during the board’s Dec. 15 
meeting, and some board 
members say the chairman 

is pushing Reichenthal out, 
while others contend his 
salary and benefi ts are a li-
ability to the board. 

For his part, the district 
manager said he doesn’t 
want to step down.

“I would rather not re-
tire,” Reichenthal said. “If 

I stay, there’s time to fi x 
this.”

City employees in mana-
gerial positions accrue “an-
nual leave” and can roll 
unused days into the next 
calendar year if a supervi-
sor signs off — otherwise, 
 unused leave converts to 

sick leave, city documents 
show . City managers who 
quit their jobs with unused 
leave on the books are owed 
pay for those days, with 
sick-leave days worth just 
one third of unused annual-
leave days.

Reichenthal has accrued 
months worth of annual 
leave during his 22-year ten-
ure — though the exact num-
bers are unclear, accord-
ing to board members. Now 
CB13’s new chairman Ste-
phen “Butch” Moran, who 
has served in the unpaid 
position since July, is refus-
ing to let Reichenthal once 
again roll those days over at 
the end of this year. 

That put Reichental in 
a position of either retir-
ing at year’s end and col-
lecting the full amount he 
is owed, or staying on and 
watching two thirds of his 
back pay evaporate as the 
annual leave converts into 
sick days.

Now, when Reichental re-
tires, the CB13 will have to 
pay him for all his unused 
time off, leaving no money 
left in the board’s budget to 
hire a new manager, mem-
bers said. 

Reichenthal made 
$94,993 this year,  according 
to payroll information ob-
tained by the Empire Cen-
ter . 

The board’s expense 
budget for fi scal year 2015 
is $263,630, according to 
the comptroller’s offi ce, of 
which $51,000 goes to rent. 
The city allocated the CB13 
$185,180 for payroll this fi s-
cal year, which runs from 
July 1 to June 30, 2015, data 
shows. The board has spent 
$72,600 and has $92,570 re-

maining,  according to the 
comptroller’s offi ce .

The board’s exact fi -
nancial situation won’t be 
clear until Borough Hall 
processes Reichenthal’s re-
tirement papers, but CB13 
stands to be without a dis-
trict manager for months, 
Moran said. 

As the lowest level of 
city government, a district 
manager’s main job is to 
fi eld citizen complaints, 
resolving problems where 
possible by coordinating 
with city agencies. A dis-
trict manager also runs the 
community 

CB13 chairman may bankrupt board by pushing out district manager 

BOARD WALK: Longtime Com-
munity Board 13 District Man-
ager Chuck Reichenthal is being 
pushed into retirement, leaving 
CB13 in a tough spot. 
 File photo by Bob Hacken

A RELUCTANT RETIREMENT

Hinsch’s Traditional
Holiday Themed Chocolates 

Have Arrived!
Purchase Your Chocolates Today

  SERVING:
 Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner Daily
 Fresh baked desserts from our local bakeries 
 Homemade Ice Cream 
 Chocolates for All Occassions

8518 5th Ave., Bay Ridge  855-HINSCHS (1-855-446-7247)

OPEN 
7 DAYS 24/7

FREE
DELIVERY

Major 
credit cards  

accepted www.IloveHinschs.com

Take a break from your holiday shopping...

The source for 
news in your 

neighborhood:
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Downtown just got its very own 
holiday market, giving Brook-
lyn shoppers one fewer reason 
to schlep across the East River 
this season.

The new market opened last 
week in Columbus Park, out-
side of Borough Hall, and will 
operate every day till Christ-
mas. Shop owners from across 
the borough have set up stalls 
in hopes of catching some extra 
foot traffi c at the most spendy 
time of the year.

“Christmas is the best sea-
son for us,” said Tashi Tsaga, 
owner of the Fort Greene hand-
icrafts store 21 Tara. “I came 
here to advertise my business.”

Tsaga sells handmade cloth-
ing, jewelry, and trinkets from 
far-fl ung places such as India 
and Nepal at his Myrtle Avenue 
shop, and said he has specially 
selected eye-catching items for 
gift-seekers at the holiday mar-
ket. So far so good, he said.

“I’ve had a lot of customers 
looking for more stuff like we 

have here,” Tsaga said. “I just 
give them a business card and 
send them to my store.”

The storied civil rights orga-
nization Congress of Racial Eq-
uity is running the market and 
collecting some of the proceeds. 

The group’s director said new 
retailers can use holiday mar-
kets and street fairs as launch-
pads for brick-and-mortar busi-
nesses.

“Many of our vendors go on 
to open storefronts using the 
knowledge and revenue gained 
from our fairs,” said Brian 
McLaughlin at a Dec. 11 cer-
emony marking the market’s 
opening. “We want to continue 
that spirit with this market.”

Borough President Adams 
said the outdoor shops are a 
great way to get into the swing 
of buying lots of stuff.

“This our equivalent of the 
North Pole,” he said. “This is 
the spirit of Christmas.”

Williamsburg resident Ol-
ivia Kozakiewicz, who is work-
ing a booth that sells funky, do-
it-yourself light fi xtures called 
Infi nity lights, is a big fan of the 
holiday season.

“I just like the positive spirit 
everyone has,” Kozakiewicz 
said. “People are so nice to each 
other around Christmas.”

Holiday market arrives, steps away from the Beep’s offi ce

CHRISTMAS VILLAGE: Downtown’s Columbus Park is home to a new holiday market, 
from now all the way until Christmas Eve. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

GIFT IDEA: Tashi Tsaga, owner of 21 
Tara in Fort Greene, holds up one of 
the trinkets he is selling at his Co-
lumbus Park holiday market stall.
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Deck the Borough Hall
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
It’s a menorah arms race.

As Jews across Brook-
lyn celebrated Hanukkah, 
starting on Tuesday, two 
borough congregations 
were claiming to have 
erected the world’s largest 
menorahs, one at Grand 
Army Plaza, and  one at the 
memorial park of the same 
name on the distant island 
of Manhattan . When it 
comes to the holy candela-
bra, size does matter, one 
rabbi said.

“There is an obligation 
on everyone to do the best 
they can,” said Shmuel 
Butman, director of the 
Lubavitch Youth Organi-
zation in Crown Heights, 
which is responsible for 
the Manhattan menorah. 
“The larger and grander 
the style, the more light it 
gives.”

Butman’s menorah 
stands 33.5-feet tall, includ-
ing the center candle, and 
is certifi ed in the  Guinness 
Book of World Records  as 
the world’s largest meno-
rah.

But Brooklyn’s colos-
sal candleholder stands a 
whole six inches taller when 
its center bulb is added, 
the Chabad of Park Slope 
claims, and the group is so 
certain of its assertion that 
it runs the website www.
worldslargestmenorah.
com.

Now, given enough 
money, equipment, and ex-
pertise, any rabbi seeking 
to grab bragging rights 
could blow these menorahs 
out of the water, but he 
would bump up against the 

holy height limit of 20 cu-
bits, the cubit being an an-
cient unit of measurement 
equivalent to the length of 
someone’s forearm, from 
the elbow to the tip of the 

middle fi nger. 
There is obviously some 

variability built into con-
verting cubits — the inter-
national Lubavitch move-
ment’s website says that 

menorahs should stop at 
37 feet tall, while the two 
Brooklyn rabbis in ques-
tion understand the limit 
to be 32 feet — but with 
the height cap, the quest 

to build the world’s largest 
menorah boils down to how 
you defi ne “largest.” Both 
the Brooklyn and Manhat-
tan camps have stuck to the 
32-foot limit, while count-

ing the added height of the 
central candle towards the 
secular total.

Butman doesn’t dispute 
the Park Slope Chabad’s six-
inch advantage, but insists 
the girth of his Manhattan 
light-stand is greater.

“This is wider and 
weighs more. There’s no 
comparison,” he said.

A rabbi with the Park 
Slope congregation did not 
dispute Butman’s claim.

“They’ve got the width 
and we got the height,” said 
Moshe Hecht.

The Festival of Lights 
runs for eight days and 
nights, commemorating 
the rededication of the Holy 
Temple in Jerusalem in the 
2nd century B.C. Giant me-
norahs also went up out-
side Borough Hall and in 
Manhattan Beach to mark 
the occasion. 

Jews in other parts of 
the world also claim to 
have built the world’s larg-
est menorah, including a 
group in  Washington, D.C ., 
and one in Tel Aviv. In fact, 
last year the Tel Aviv me-
norah stood a whopping 92 
feet,  according to its cre-
ators , though we have so 
far not been able to fi nd 
an explanation of who has 
forearms that long.

The face-off between 
Kings County rabbis is the 
latest in a decade of fl ash-
points in the menorah wars. 
Now the contest has moved 
onto the world stage and, de-
spite all the boasting, Hecht 
insists it is not a rivalry.

“We help bring more 
light to the world together,” 
he said.

Size matters in rabbis’ battle for world’s biggest candelabra

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2014 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

LET THERE BE LIGHT: The (left) menorah at Brooklyn’s Grand Army Plaza is the borough’s biggest, and the city’s tallest, but it has some 
competition as the world’s tallest menorah from a (right) wider menorah erected accross the East River at the other Grand Army Plaza.
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BY MAX JAEGER
A high school’s new basket-
ball team may extinguish a 
Brooklyn institution.

The decades-old Flames 
youth basketball league has 
met for league play in the 
gym at John Dewey High 
School for the last 20 years, 
but now the school suddenly 
says it needs the space on 
Saturday mornings for its 
own basketball team, leav-
ing several Flames teams 
— and nearly 200 young-
sters — with nowhere to 
burn for the second half of 
the league’s season. 

Parents say the sudden 
snuffi ng will leave their 
kids without an affordable 
way to burn energy.

“My son David has se-
vere ADHD, but when he 
comes home from basket-
ball, he’s more focused 
— he’s able to actually sit 
down and do his home-
work, which is a big deal 
for me,” said Gravesender 
Amy Stahl, whose twin 
10-year-olds Lewis and Da-
vid play in the league and 
whose husband, Michael, 
balled for the Flames 20 
years ago. 

The family is looking 
for alternatives, but Stahl 
said even low-cost options 
are a stretch for her work-
ing-class household.

“So we became mem-
bers of the YMCA. It’s $75 

a month for four of us, but 
its basketball league is $200 
plus membership,” said 
Stahl. “I’m a stay-at-home 
mom. My husband is a mail 
carrier, and we’re taking 
care of my elderly father. 
We can’t afford that.”

The Flames charges 
players just $10 a season, 
and affordability has been 
part of the mission of the 
league since its founding 
in the mid-1970s as a way 
to bridge racially and eco-
nomically divided com-
munities in Southern 
Brooklyn, according to the 
league’s founder.

“We’re the tale of one 
city — we’ve been bring-
ing poor and middle class 
kids together literally on 
the same paying fi eld,” said 
founder and Gravesend na-
tive Gerard Papa. “We were 
serving the under-served 
neighborhoods before peo-
ple knew there were ‘under-
served neighborhoods.’ ”

About 20,000 kids have 
played for the Flames since 
the league was started by 
Papa, who has covered 
most of the costs out of his 
own pocket, and relied on 
access to the John Dewey 
gym for the past two de-
cades.

The teams rent the gym 
from 9 am to 6 pm on Sat-
urdays and Sundays, Papa 
said.

But the school recently 
started its own basketball 
program within the Pub-
lic School Athletic League, 
and now says its teams need 
the space for weekend prac-
tices, putting out almost 
200 Flames players midway 
through their season.

School offi cials said the 
high school warned Papa 
last year that scheduling 
confl icts may arise.

“As we discussed last 
year, the fact that Dewey 
now has PSAL sports teams 
has put increased demand 
on our facilities and we can-
not always guarantee that 
the space will be available 
at the times you want it for 
the Flames,” Dewey’s prin-
cipal Kathleen Elvin wrote 
to Papa in an e-mail this pa-
per obtained. “We will con-
tinue to juggle our Dewey 
schedule when possible to 
accommodate the Flames, 
but right now there just is 
not enough gym space to 
handle all of our needs at 
the same time.”

The Department of Edu-
cation mandates that pref-
erence goes to public school 
teams, according to a city 
spokeswoman.

But Papa is crying foul.
“They can make up rea-

sons why they need the 
gym, but they don’t need it. 
The Board of Ed has some 

Charity basketball league loses home

NO WHERE TO PLAY: Kids in the Brooklyn Flames basketball league need a new gym for their games.
Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Up in fl ames
Pizza
Hero’s Salads

Our Daily Lunch Menu Includes:   

Continued on page 13

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.
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BY MAX JAEGER
If there is one thing 

Brooklynites love, it is 
Brooklyn.

And the holiday season 
is the perfect time to push 
your passion for Kings 
County onto your friends 
and family, thanks to the 
borough’s many artisi-
nal gift makers, who have 
hand-crafted a large range 
of hyper-hyper-local good-
ies. So tick every name off 
your list with our guide to 
the best of Brooklyn’s paro-
chial presents.

I saw the sign
It is gone but not forgot-

ten. Get a scale model of 
the dearly departed Ken-
tile Floors sign for your 
favorite landmark lover. 
Bushwick model-maker 
Boundless Brooklyn sells 
1:100-scale mock-ups of the 
monument to asbestos and 
American manufacturing 
so you can enjoy the ca-
thartic rush of erecting — 
rather than dismantling — 
 a Brooklyn staple .

From Boundless Brook-
lyn (www.boundlessbrook-
lyn.com). $20.

Neck of the woods
Your neighborhood 

can give you that warm 
and fuzzy feeling — liter-
ally. Clinton Hill clothiers 

the Brooklyn Block make 
scarfs specifi c to some 
of the borough’s hipper 
’hoods. Company founders 
(they’re Pratt grads) cre-
ated a program that turns 
fi lm footage from just out-
side your front door into 
a pattern that “represents 
colors, layers and textures 
of that neighborhood.” So 
you can totally blend in the 
next time you’re in Dumbo 
or Park Slope by wearing a 
$90 scarf.

From the Brooklyn 
Block (www.thebrooklyn-
block.com). $90.

Versed in style
Pining to rep’ your fa-

vorite Brooklyn poet but 
still wary from all those 
high-school beatings? Hide 
your inner nerd in full view 

with a Brooklyn poet base-
ball jersey from literary or-
ganization Brooklyn Poets. 
These tees feature names 
of borough wordsmiths — 
including Walt Whitman, 
Hart Crane, and Marianne 
Moore — but otherwise 
look like your little league 
duds. When your dilettante 
friends ask who “Whit-
man” is, just tell them he 
played for Brooklyn back 
when we had a ball team — 
you’ll be sort of correct.

From Brooklyn Poets 
(swag.brooklynpoets.org). 
$35.

Totes cool
It is the ultimate ex-

pression of north Brook-
lyn. Garb chain J. Crew is 
selling custom tote bags 
with a map of Williams-
burg slapped right on there 
(Southside not included). 
Swag! Your fashion-for-
ward friends will never 
get lost on their way from 
Starbucks to their $3,000-a-
month N. Eighth Street 
apartments again. This hip 
sack is only available at 
the Williamsburg J. Crew, 
and it is catching on fast — 
so snap one up before the 
French tourists do!

From J. Crew [234 Wythe 
Ave. between N. Third and 
N. Fourth streets, (718) 384–
3027].

Our hyper-local Brooklyn gift guide

VISIT SAFERCAR.GOV/THERIGHTSEAT

 

 

Kings bounty

Open Bar, Cocktail Hour with Passed 
Hors D’oeuvres & Pasta Station 

Surf and Turf Dinner
Champagne Toast at Midnight, 

Dessert & Coffee, DJ, Hats, Noisemakers...

OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE, CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY

LIMITED DATES AVAILABLE IN OUR BANQUET ROOMS FOR YOUR HOLIDAY PARTIES
30–200 PEOPLE

INQUIRE ABOUT BUCKEY’S 3 HOUR COCKTAIL PARTY 
$40 PER PERSON

For information and reservations 718-998-4222

www.buckleyscaterers.com

TOTE-ALLY AWESOME: J. Crew’s Williamsburg tote helps you navigate the neighborhood’s post-post-
industrial landscape. J. Crew

VERSED IN STYLE: Pay hom-
age to the borough’s bards with 
these Brooklyn Poets sports 
jerseys. Brooklyn Poets
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Take a break from the kitchen this holiday season... 
Come to us or we will come to you!

CHRISTMAS EVE DINNER  
$40pp - kids $20pp

APPETIZER: (Choose One) 
Cold Antipasto, Calamari Fritti, Mozzarella di Casa,  

Caprino Salad, Crab Cake, Seafood Salad or Fried Shrimp

ENTRÉE: (Choose One) 
Orecchiette with Broccoli Rabe & Sausage,  

Spaghetti White Clam Sauce, Linguine Rio Mare, Salmon Filet,  
Shrimp Oreganata, Chicken Vesuvio or Veal Marsala

DESSERT: (Choose One) 
Panna Cotta, Tiramisu or Cannoli

NEW YEAR’S EVE MIDNIGHT CELEBRATION 
$75pp - kids $40pp

Wine, dine & dance into 2015, Wednesday December 31st from 8:30pm 
-1:30am. Price includes pre fixe menu, open bar, live DJ  

and non stop dancing, champagne toast & party favors at midnight!

APPETIZER: Cold Antipasto

PASTA: Risotto Porcini & Orecchiette Lamb Ragu

ENTRÉE: (Choose One)  
Lobster tail Oreganata, Salmone, Chicken Rollatine,  

Shell Steak or Veal Marsala

FAMILY STYLE:  Panettone

DESSERT:  Homemade Tiramisu

 CATERING & AL LA CARTE MENU AVAILABLE 
7�05 �RD AVE B�LYN� NY ��20� � 7��	 745	0222 �  WWW	VESUVIOBAYRIDGE	COM

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
One of the Nets’ most recognizable 
fans is gone.

Jeffrey Vanchiro, known for 
his expertly coordinated, neon-
accented outfi ts and energetic 
antics in the aisles of Barclays 
Center, died on Sunday after fall-
ing from a window at his father’s 
Queens home, reports said. The 
incident came two weeks after se-
curity guards at Madison Square 
Garden removed Vanchiro from 
a game between the Nets and the 
Knicks for supposedly disturb-
ing members of the crowd, then 
removing his prosthetic leg and 
refusing to leave.  A video shows 
security guards at the arena car-
rying Vanchiro away from his 
seat, leg off, and at one point drop-
ping him head-fi rst.

In an interview recorded 
at Barclays last Friday night, 
Vanchiro called his ejection from 
the Garden a traumatic experi-
ence that he was struggling to 
move past.

“When you try to stay the same 

after a life-changing event then 
you’re lying to yourself,” he said 
to OurBkSocial.com on Dec. 12. “I 
had the worst week of my life.”

Vanchiro, who also goes by 
the name Jeffrey Gamblero, grew 
up in Queens and Brooklyn and 
lived in Williamsburg. He was 
a graffi ti artist as a young man, 
then, after spending time in 
prison for vandalism, became 
a professional poker player for 
eight years, according to an in-
terview he did with the Youtube 
show ChiinoTV. In recent years 
he worked as an artist with the 
group Lofty Goals. In the Chii-
noTV interview Vanchiro says he 
poured his poker earnings into 15 
seats worth of tickets for the Nets’ 
inaugural season, with plans to re-
sell them. The move came around 
the time he was leaving the poker 
world because he had grown tired 
of taking other people’s money, he 
said.

Vanchiro’s energetic dance 
moves and eye-catching attire at 
court-side quickly garnered him a 

reputation as a Nets super-fan. In 
the Youtube clip, he describes at-
tending home games as being like 
going to church.

“When you go to church that’s 
what you want, right? You want 
community, you want people to-
gether, we’re all in one direction, 
we’re all on the same tip, we’re 
all there for the same reason,” 
Vanchiro said. “And that’s what 
the Barclays Center is about with 

the Nets games. It’s like church, 
man. We’re all there, like, ‘Let’s 
go Brooklyn!’ ”

His enthusiasm also garnered 
the team’s attention, landing him 
an appearance on the cover of 
a program and a trip to London 
with the players. A team execu-
tive expressed his condolences in 
a statement.

“On behalf of ownership and the 
entire organization, I am terribly 

saddened to learn about Jeffrey’s 
death. A proud Brooklynite, Jeffrey 
was a passionate Nets fan and one 
of our most visible and loyal sup-
porters,” said Brett Yormark, chief 
executive offi cer of the Nets and 
Barclays Center. “I always enjoyed 
his enthusiasm while dancing and 
cheering during Nets games at Bar-
clays Center. The entire organiza-
tion expresses our deepest condo-
lences to his family and friends. He 
will be missed.”

Messages of support also 
poured in over social media, 
where his fi ancee Kristi Evans 
fi rst posted news of his death.

Evans told the  New York Times  
that after his ejection from Madi-
son Square Garden Vanchiro was 
“a completely different person,” 
and that he was paranoid and 
couldn’t sleep.

Tuesday night’s Nets game fea-
tured a video tribute to Vanchiro, 
and players warmed up in his cus-
tom number-44 “Gamblero” jer-
sey, while many in the crowd wore 
neon.

Nets super-fan who brought joy to crowds dies after falling from father’s window

WHAT A GUY: Jeffrey Vanchiro, known to Nets fans as Jeffrey Gamblero, hypes 
up the crowd at Barclays Center. NY Post / Charles Wenzelberg

Barclays loses beloved court jester
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away and it’s sort of a dif-
ferent place. You’re kind of 
living on this borderland 
here.”

Chiusano’s book is a 
coming-of-age tale of two 
brothers who live in the 
neighborhood, but weaved 
into their lives — and 
the book — are stories of 
other colorful neighbor-
hood characters like love-
sick teens and mob min-
ions. 

The president of the 
civic said the collection re-
minded him of Jean Shep-
herd’s tales, who was a ra-
dio personality but is most 
famous for writing the 
story that inspired the leg-
endary holiday movie, “A 
Christmas Story.”

“It’s fun if you think in 
terms of — and can recall 
— Jean Shepherd,” said 
Ed Jaworski, the presi-
dent of the Madison-Ma-
rine-Homecrest Civic As-
sociation, adding that he 
loved the vivid descrip-
tions of the neighborhood 
staples. “There are a lot of 
references to the park, the 

track around the park, 
the salt marsh.”

After the talk, Chiu-
sano answered the audi-
ence’s questions — his fa-
vorite books are “Drown” 
by Junot Diaz and “2666” 
by Roberto Bolaño — and 
shared his advice for pro-
spective writers. 

“For me, it is a lot about 
keeping a schedule. I do 
my writing before work,” 
said Chiusano, who works 
in publishing. 

“If you’re waiting for 
inspiration, it’s not going 
to happen, and you’re go-
ing to be waiting for your 
entire life.”

Chiusano’s parents, Ken 
and Mary Chiusano — who 
are both English teach-
ers and have another son 
studying English at Cor-
nell University — said they 
are incredibly proud of 
their kids. 

“It is sort of like an Eng-
lish teacher’s dream,” said 
Ken Chiusano. “They’re 
both going to be poor, 
but we think that they’re 
happy and they both have 
empathy for people — and 
I think they’ve gotten that 
from reading.”

tion’s role to play in this — it would 
be more of housing,” said schools 
chancellor Carmen Fariña.

There is a link between school 
overcrowding and diced-up homes 
that desperately needs to be ad-
dressed, a member of the District 20 
council said.

“We have a signifi cant overcrowd-
ing problem that’s being made signif-
icantly worse by tremendous number 
of illegal conversions of homes, and 
it’s a tremendous problem in the com-
munity,” said Mark Bramante.

 This paper’s analysis of city data 
shows that the areas around the dis-
trict’s most crowded schools gener-
ate the most complaints to 311 about 
illegal construction activity.  

Residents and lawmakers have 
publicly called on city schools to 
alert the buildings department about 
possible illegal conversions.

“When they’ve got 12 kids listed 
at one address, they should be tell-
ing the Department of Buildings,” 
said Assemblyman Peter Abbate (D–
Sunset Park). “I don’t think the city 
is taking this seriously right now.”

Fariña said she is well aware of 
the issue, in part because the neigh-
borhood’s councilman recently but-
tonholed her about it.

“Vincent Gentile actually cor-

nered me at some meeting to bring 
this up, so it isn’t that I’m hearing it 
for the fi rst time,” she said.

But Fariña contended that a 
dearth of space for new buildings 
and the time required to construct 
schools are larger contributors to 
overcrowding, and said focusing on 
illegal conversions might vilify stu-
dents living in the buildings.

“You have to be very careful with 
this type of issue, because there’s a lot 
of ways to read this,” she said. “The 

one thing I don’t want 
to see is kids living 
here feeling less wel-
comed because of who 
they are. And who’s to 
say what’s legal and 
what’s illegal?”

City and state 
building codes deter-
mine what people can 
lawfully build. The 
Department of Build-
ings issues construc-
tion permits, and 
 work done without a 
permit or outside an 
issued permit’s scope 
is illegal . Repeat of-
fenders can face 
 criminal charges, ac-
cording to the Daily 
News .

Despite her reti-
cence to work with 
the buildings depart-

ment, Fariña indicated interagency 
collaboration is easier now than un-
der previous mayoral administra-
tions.

“We’re at the point where a lot of 
us actually talk to each other,” she 
said. “Tomorrow, we’re having an 
interagency meeting with commis-
sioners and I’m happy bring it up.”

The meeting was closed to the 
press, and the city will not release 
details on the discussion, a schools 
spokeswoman said.

Continued from page 1 

SCHOOLS
Continued from page 1 

AUTHOR

NO SHARING: Schools chancellor Carmen Fariña says she 
doesn’t think the education department should share infor-
mation with the Department of Buildings in order to fi ght 
illegal home conversions. Photo by Steve Solomonson
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

good people, but it’s also full 
of people who like to throw 
their weight around,” he 
said.

This isn’t the fi rst time 
the Flames have found 
themselves homeless. 
The organization hosted 
games at Most Precious 
Blood since its inception 
in the mid-1970s, but af-
ter a progressive pastor 
retired, the new boss gave 
the team the heave-ho — 
reportedly over who was 
playing on the racially 
mixed teams, according to 
Papa.

“We had black kids, and 
it became a damn war,” he 
said.

Now the Flames have 
nowhere to fi nish out the 
season, which ends in 
March. And the organiza-
tion stands to lose $20,000 
it sunk into the season if 

it can’t fi nd a new place to 
play, Papa said.

“I have no way to accom-
modate these kids,” he said. 
“All I care about is running 

my damn program.”
Anyone wishing to con-

tribute or offer gym space 
can reach Papa at (718) 
236–6100.

FLAMES
Continued from page 9

BY BILL EGBERT
An alert reader spotted the American fl ag 
fl ying upside down outside Kings Plaza 
shopping center on Wednesday morning 
and snapped a picture.

“I was outraged,” said Kenny Rogers of 
Marine Park, who saw the distress signal 
while driving by with his daughter.

Rogers’s daughter called the mall’s 
management offi ce to alert them to the sit-
uation, and sent us the photo.

Two of Rogers’s sons are in the Marine 
Corps, and one has served two tours in Af-
ghanistan, so he fl ies an American fl ag out-
side his home — rightside up — every day. 

So when he saw the star-spangled ban-
ner inverted outside Kings Plaza, it struck 
a nerve.

“It was disturbing for me to see that,” 
said Rogers

Rogers said he was worried that some-
one had maliciously upended Old Glory un-
der cover of darkness, assuming the mall 
left the fl ag fl ying overnight, in violation 
of the Flag Code.  But Kings Plaza man-
agement made it clear that the fl ag is duly 
taken down each evening, and the inver-
sion wasn’t subversion, but rather an hon-
est error.

“It was put up that way by mistake and 
we corrected it immediately when it was 
brought to our attention,” said Kings Plaza 
senior property manager Steve DeClara. 

“The guy who does it has been doing it for 
20 years and this one time in 20 years he 
made a mistake.”

Old Glory fl own upside down at Kings Plaza

TOPSY TURVY: Alert reader Kenny Rogers spot-
ted the fl ag outside Kings Plaza fl ying upside 
down on Dec. 17 and snapped this picture. 
 Photo by Kenny Rogers

FLAG FLIPPED

BACK OF THE LINE: Player Christian Rodriguez peers into the gym 
where he and his teammates played before a John Dewey High 
School team preempted them. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta
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occurred in predomi-
nantly Jewish neighbor-
hoods, some had feared 
that the slasher was spe-
cifically targeting Jews, 
but officers say that is not 
the case.

“It is not a hate crime,” 
said the spokesman.

Police say Ivashcenko, 
who is Jewish, targeted 
vehicles from Quentin 
Road to Avenue S in Mid-
wood and E. 17th Street to 
Bedford Avenue in Sheep-
shead Bay between mid-
night and 2 am. 

One of the women who 
was victimized said she 
was shocked when she 
saw her car, but she was 

downright appalled when 
she realized multiple tires 
in her neighborhood were 
destroyed. 

“It was flat, and then I 
found out when I went to 
the tire place that it was 
slashed — all over my 
neighborhood,” said Liz 
Simonello, who lives on E. 
23rd Street, and shelled 
out more than $100 to re-
place her set of wheels.  

A local elected official 
applauded the neighbor-
hood for working together 
with the police to catch 
the suspect. He said resi-
dents who were affected 
by the incident should re-
port their story to the po-
lice. 

“I want to commend 
residents for providing 
the NYPD access to secu-

rity footage that assisted 
the NYPD in tracking the 
suspect,” said Council-
man Chaim Deutsch (D–
Sheepshead Bay). “This 
incident highlights the 
importance of reporting 
every crime to the police, 
and the value of police 
and community working 
together.”  

Police say Ivashcenko 
is being charged with 
criminal possession of 
a weapon and criminal 
mischief.

Ivashcenko told po-
lice that he went on the 
tire-slashing rampage af-
ter an argument with his 
mother, according to au-
thorities.

Ivashcenko’s lawyer 
could not be reached for 
comment.

have seen during my time 
in public service. It was a 
fi ght with no winners.”

The legislation, called 
the Local Input in Commu-
nity Healthcare Act, lays out 
a process for future hospital 
closures that requires a lot 
of documentation by state 
health administrators, but 
ultimately leaves the power 
in their hands. It would re-
quire the health commis-
sioner to publish a report 
explaining what the health 
department can do to miti-
gate the negative effects, 
why a state takeover is not 
viable, and what has been 
done to save the hospital. 
Once the report is issued, 
there would be a process for 
residents to comment, and 
for the state to respond.

The bill also requires 
the commissioner only ap-
prove the closure applica-
tion if the medical needs of 
the community can be met.

“It gives a clear crite-
ria around which the com-
missioner of health may 
only approve a hospital clo-
sure,” Sqaudron said.

The protracted court bat-
tle waged between commu-
nity groups and the state of-
ten centered on the medical 
needs of neighborhoods sur-
rounding the hospital. And 
after the state barred ambu-
lances from the hospital and 
moved to sell it to a devel-
oper that planned to turn it 
into luxury housing and an 
urgent-care center, activists 

tried unsuccessfully to le-
verage the development-bid 
process to force a new owner 
to include a full-service hos-
pital in its plans.

The bill will be the fi rst 
introduced by Assembly-
woman-elect Jo Anne Si-
mon (D–Cobble Hill) when 
she takes offi ce in January. 
She said the law will force 
the state to take neighbors’ 
concerns seriously before 
pulling the plug.

“The state commissioner 
of health has got to engage in 
a process so that we can de-
termine what the communi-
ty’s needs are,” she said.

State health offi cials 
never looked at the grow-
ing population around 
Long Island College Hos-
pital before they moved to 
unload the valuable prop-

erty, Public Advocate Leti-
tia James said.

“They never took into 
consideration the growth 
and development of Down-
town Brooklyn,” she said. 
“That was never taken into 
consideration. And in the 
absence of that how could 
you possibly close a hospi-
tal recognizing its growth 
and its expansion and its 
healthcare needs?”

Cobble Hill Association 
spokesman Jeff Strabone 
said the bill might be the 
only redeeming change to 
come out of the long saga.

“Perhaps one good 
thing to come out of this 
will be the LICH Act,” he 
said. “Hospital closings 
should always be fi rst and 
foremost about healthcare, 
and not a business deal.”

Continued from page 1 
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Continued from page 1 
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STILL HOPE: Activists Josefi ne Davalos and Jon Berall are still 
holding out hope that NYU will open a full-service hospital at the 
former LICH site, but they have not forgiven Gov. Cuomo for letting 
it close in the fi rst place. Photo by Elizabeth Graham
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Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Come Celebrate 

the Holidays with Us!
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