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BY VANESSA OGLE
It’s the end of an era in Sheep-
shead Bay. 

The El Greco diner served 
its last meal on Dec. 19. The 
family-owned eatery closed its 
doors after more than 40 years 
and one of the owners said cus-
tomers came from across the 
nation to say goodbye to the 
place that served as the back-
drop of their lives from adoles-
cence to adulthood. 

“They’re coming from 
all over — California, Mary-
land, Boston,” said Anastasia 
Venetoklis, whose late hus-
band built the diner. “They’re 
saying, ‘Thank you for being 
here, this is our home.’ ”

El Greco closed its doors 
to the public shortly before 5 
pm last Friday and served its 
last dishes to three teenage pa-
trons who ordered the eatery’s 
staples —  a chicken sandwich, 
a burger, and a plate of chili 
cheese fries. It was a fi tting fi -
nal course for the all-Ameri-
can diner, said one of the own-
ers.

“That is very appropriate,” 
said Peter Venetoklis, Anas-
tasia’s son. “That’s what we 
serve.”

The diner was bought by 
Rybak Developers and is be-

BY VANESSA OGLE
Brooklyn’s mute swans may be 
silenced for good. 

Gov. Cuomo vetoed a bill 
on Dec. 17 that was aimed at 
halting the Department of 
Environmental Conserva-
tion’s controversial plan to ex-
terminate all mute swans in 
the state by 2025, putting the 
swans of Prospect Park and 
Sheepshead Bay back in the 
state’s crosshairs. 

An animal-rights activ-
ist who is fi ghting to save the 
species said the governor’s 
decision ignores the pleas of 
elected offi cials and the pub-
lic, who will be burdened with 
the cruel cost of killing the 
creatures. 

“He ignored the will of 
the public, he ignored a near 
unanimous state legislature. 
That rarely happens,” said 
David Karopkin, organizer of 
GooseWatch NYC, which ad-
vocates for co-existence with 
urban wildlife and monitors 
the government’s killing of 

Gov. vetoes 
bill against 
slaughter
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State Sen. Marty Golden and friends dropped by Bay Ridge the Stepping Stones pre-school on Dec. 
18 to model his Santa-themed pajamas for a fund-raiser to help Pietro Scarso, center, and other boys 
with Duchanne muscular dystrophy. Photo by Steve Schnibbe
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BY SHAVANA ABRUZZO
“Powsner Place” has a nice 
ring to it.

Community Board 13 voted 
last week to co-name a portion 
of Mermaid Avenue for legend-
ary Courier columnist Lou 
Powsner, who died in April at 
age 93 after more than 60 years 
of serving Southern Brooklyn. 

Councilman Mark Treyger 
has submitted a proposal to 
dedicate a local street honor-
ing the iconoclast who lived, 
breathed, and served Coney 
Island for most of his long life, 
and now it’s up to the Council 
to give its nod.

In a rare page 2 opinion 
piece, here’s why we think Lou’s 
name should live on forever:

Lou never left
Powsner strode the People’s 

Playground as if he owned the 
joint, operating a men’s fur-
nishings store on Mermaid 
Avenue for 44 years, helping 
steer the colicky neighborhood 
through decades of blight, and 
assisting cops in 79 arrests af-
ter being held up at gunpoint 
multiple times. 

Lou ‘Spoke Out’ 
Lou ignited our pages with 

his salty, sassy “Speak Out” 
column for more than 60 years, 
but he was also a fearless civic 
advocate who belonged to just 
about every local group in 
the community, among them, 
Community Board 13, Kings 
Highway Board of Trade, Pro-
gressive Democratic Club, 
Bensonhurst West End Com-
munity Council, Joint Coun-
cil of Kings County Boards 
of Trade, and Coney Island 
Board of Trade. 

His impeccable integrity 
demanded honest answers 
from giant corporations, pub-
lic utilities, mayors, gover-
nors, and even former Japa-
nese Prime Minister Hideki 
Tojo, whom he personally at-
tacked with his bombardier 
buddies during World War II. 

Along the way he earned him-
self the nickname “The Mouth 
that Roared” for a fl ow of tart 
gems that included telling ex-
Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s 
mother why he wouldn’t vote 
for her “emperor son.”

Lou changed the 
landscape

Lou helped to bring afford-
able housing to Coney Island, 
fought successfully for brighter 
street lights to thwart night-
time crime, battled the city on 
parking meters that he said 
gave suburban shopping malls 
an unfair advantage over his be-
loved mom-and-pops, famously 
helped to repave Avenue P, and 
lobbied tirelessly for a wooden 
Boardwalk. 

Lou never aged
Lou’s quick mind and mne-

monic prowess blew away col-
leagues.

“Before the Internet and 
the information highway, be-
fore there were search en-
gines like Google, there was 
Lou Powsner with his photo-
graphic memory and instant 
recall ability,” said Carmine 
Santa Maria, author of the 
Courier’s “Big Screecher” 
column and founder of the 
Bensonhurst West End Com-
munity Council, who will un-
doubtedly have a street named 
for him someday.

Lou never stopped 
fi ghting

Lou hailed originally 

from Crandon, South Da-
kota, (pop. 72), where he 
slept in an egg crate as an 
infant before moving to 
Brooklyn with his parents 
at the age of 2, but he tran-
scended that continental 
divide to become a quint-
essential Brooklynite who 
personified his motto: “You 
fight for what’s right.” 

We want the Council to 
do the same and support a 
“Powsner Place” on Mer-
maid Avenue between W. 
17th and W. 19th streets, 
where Lou ran his store and 
lived for many years. It’s 
the least they can do to pre-
serve the memory of a peo-
ple’s provost in the People’s 
Playground.
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By Danielle Furfaro

Welcome 2015 by partying like 
it is 1999!

The level of 1990s nostalgia 
is so high right now that at least three 
separate venues in Brooklyn are planning 
to ring in the new year with sounds and 
styles from two decades ago. 

“People want to go back and revisit 
their youth and all the great songs that 
came out of that era,” said Marcus Linial, 
manager of ’90s party band the Bayside 
Tigers. 

The band, named for the school mas-
cot in iconic ’90s teen show “Saved by 
the Bell,” will ring in the new year with 
a “Saved by the ’90s” party at the Fun 
Music Ballroom in Dumbo. 

Revelers should come in their comfi-
est pair of platform Sketchers or Reebok 

pumps to dance in, as the band said it has a 
catalogue of more than two hours’ worth of 
songs from acts including Third Eye Blind, 
Smashmouth, and the Backstreet Boys.

The hams at Park Slope restaurant 
Pork Slope will also provide plenty of 
era-appropriate tunes at their ’90s party, 
courtesy of a DJ, but the focus will be on 
throwback tastes, with the kitchen cooking 
up house-made hot pockets, pop tarts, and 
pizza rolls. The organizers are also asking 
attendees to come dressed for the theme 
— which means bucket hats and JNCO 
jeans (worn backwards, Kriss Kross style, 
please), as the target audience is those who 
spent the decade poring over their Trapper 
Keeper and watching Clarissa explains it 
all, said one employee.

“We want to make a good time for 
those who remember coming home from 

middle school and getting their hot pocket 
on,” said Pork Slope manger Lopi Asch.  

Over at Union Hall in Park Slope, disc 
jockey and Steve Reynolds is no stranger 
to the era of Nirvana and No Fear T-shirts. 
He hosts the regular “Party Like it’s 1999” 
dance parties at sister bar the Bell House. 
But to celebrate 2015, he is expanding his 
repertoire from 1989 to 2004 with “15 for 
2015: A Flashback New Year’s Eve.” 

“I wanted 15 years to work with, so I 
fudged it until I came up with the ones that 
made the most sense,” said Reynolds, who 
lives in Kensington.

The market for these kind of events 
may be those hoping to relive their teen 
years, but unlike real ’90s high school 
parties, there will be no lines between 
the preps, geeks, and burnouts at theses 
dances, said Linial.

“There used to be the kind of per-
son who listened to Nirvana and the
kind of person who listened to Britney
Spears,” said Linial. “But now everyone
in the audience is singing all of the songs
together.”

“Saved by the ’90s” at the Fun Music
Ballroom (26 Bridge St. between John and
Plymouth streets in Dumbo, www.funmu-
sicpresentsnye.com). Dec. 31 at 9 pm. $95
including five-hour open bar.

Party at Pork Slope [247 Fifth Ave
between Carroll Street and Garfield Place
in Park Slope, (718) 768–7675, www.pork-
slopebrooklyn.com]. Dec. 31 at 5 pm. Free
entry.

“15 for 2015” at Union Hall [702 Union
St. between Fifth and Sixth avenues in
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400, www.union-
hallny.com]. Dec. 31 at 10 pm. $5.

Brooklyn is celebrating the new year 1990s style

Crazy, sexy, cool: DJ and ’90s music aficionado Steve 
Reynolds will DJ a throwback New Year’s Eve party at 
Union Hall. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Get jiggy wit it

Here’s why city should rename part of Mermaid for late columnist
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MERMAN: Activist-columnist Lou Powser spoke out for Brooklyn until his last days. File photo by Elizabeth Graham

POWSNER’S HONOR
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
A gunman shot and killed two po-
lice offi cers in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant on Saturday before turning 
his gun on himself in what New 
York’s top cop called an “assassi-
nation.”

The shooter opened fi re on of-
fi cers Rafael Ramos and Wenjian 
Liu as they sat in their patrol 
car at Tompkins and Myrtle ave-
nues that afternoon, police said. 
In the evening, police Commis-
sioner Bill Bratton and Mayor 
DeBlasio, fl anked by city and Po-
lice Department brass, mourned 
the loss and condemned the kill-
ing.

“Today two of New York’s 
fi nest were shot and killed with 
no warning, no provocation,” 
Bratton said. “They were, quite 
simply, assassinated, targeted 
for their uniform and for the 
responsibility they embraced 
to keep the people of this city 
safe.”

Ismaaiyl Brinsley approached 
the offi cers’ car shortly before 
2:50 pm and opened fi re with a 
9-mm handgun, shooting both 
offi cers in the head through the 
passenger-side window, accord-
ing to Bratton. Brinsley then fl ed 
onto the platform of the Myrtle–
Willoughby G train stop, with of-
fi cers close behind, and shot him-
self in the head, Bratton said. 
Paramedics transported Brins-
ley to Brooklyn Hospital Center, 
and doctors there declared him 
dead, a report says. Offi cers re-
covered a silver, semiautomatic 
Taurus pistol at the scene, Brat-
ton said.

Liu and Ramos were taken 
to Woodhull Medical Center, 
where doctors attempted in vain 
to save them. 

Liu and Ramos belonged to 
Downtown’s 84th Precinct, but 
were posted outside the Tomp-
kins Houses on an anti-violence 
detail, according to the commis-
sioner.

Ramos, 40, had been a police-
man for two years and was mar-
ried with two sons. Liu, 32, had 
been on the force for seven years, 
and was recently married.

DeBlasio hung his head 
and closed his eyes as Bratton 
spoke. When the mayor took 
the microphone, he lashed out 
at the shooting, describing it as 
an assault on all New Yorkers.

“When a police offi cer is mur-
dered it tears at the foundation 
of our society,” DeBlasio said. 
“Police are the foundation of our 
society, and when they are at-
tacked, it is an attack on the very 
concept of decency.”

The killing comes as New 
York and cities nationwide are 
embroiled in protests over the 
police killings of Gowanus na-
tive Eric Garner in Staten Island 
and Michael Brown in Fergu-
son, Missouri, neither of which 
resulted in criminal charges.

Shortly before the shooting in 
Brooklyn, Brinsley shot his ex-
girlfriend in Baltimore County, 
seriously injuring her, Bratton 
said. Brinsley then wrote in In-
stagram posts that he planned to 
murder offi cers as vengeance for 
the deaths of Garner and Brown, 
according to reports. “I’m Put-
ting Wings on Pigs Today. They 
Take 1 of Ours...... Let’s Take 2 of 
Theirs #ShootThePolice,” he re-
portedly wrote alongside a photo 
of a silver pistol, adding refer-
ences to Garner and Brown. 
Baltimore offi cials warned the 
NYPD about the posts, but the 
word came too late, Bratton 
said. 

Brinsley is said to have lived 
in Georgia and Bratton said he 
had unspecifi ed ties to East Flat-
bush.

The last police offi cer who 
died in the line of duty was  Of-
fi cer Dennis Guerra, who per-
ished after responding to an ar-
son in Coney Island in April.

Protest leaders and Borough 
President Adams, who has been 
sympathetic to the demonstra-
tions, condemned the murders, 
and said they could hurt the 
cause of police reform. Police 
union representatives who have 
 accused Mayor DeBlasio of fo-
menting distrust of offi cers by 
speaking in support of the pro-
tests lashed out following the 
murders . On Saturday night, 
representatives of two police 
unions said that the mayor has 
blood on his hands.

“There is blood on many 
hands tonight. Those that in-
cited violence on the street under 
the guise of protests that tried to 
tear down what New York City 
police offi cers did every day,” 
Patrolmen’s Benevolent Associ-
ation president Pat Lynch said 
during a press conference out-
side the hospital. “That blood on 
their hands starts on the steps 
of City Hall in the offi ce of the 
mayor.”

Lynch’s union has been em-
broiled in a contract dispute 
with the city since May.

The Sergeant’s Benevolent 
Association tweeted  a similar 
message .

A video taken in the hallway 
of the hospital shows dozens of 
offi cers turning their backs on 
DeBlasio as he makes his way to 
the press conference after meet-
ing with family members of the 
slain offi cers.

At 8:30 pm that night, the in-
tersection where the offi cers 
were shot was inaccessible for 
blocks, with police fl oodlights 
illuminating the surrounding 
streets. Police in helmets and 
body armor patrolled the neigh-
borhood with semiautomatic ri-
fl es and K-9 units, and neighbors 
gathered at the police line. One 
woman, just returning to the 
neighborhood with her 8-year-
old son, was unable to get to 
her apartment in the Tompkins 
Houses, and had only just heard 
about the shooting. The woman, 
who declined to give her name, 
said that the relationship be-
tween the community and the 
police is often tense, but that vi-
olence and hatred are never the 
answer.

“Don’t shoot the police, don’t 
hate the police,” she said. “They 
keep us safe.”

BY VANESSA OGLE
Police have released new 
surveillance images of a 
possible third suspect in 
the dramatic gunpoint 
robbery of a Midwood 
jewelry store on Dec. 3. 

Authorities want to 
question a woman who 
was caught on video hold-
ing open the auto-locking 
door of the jewelry shop 
on Coney Island Avenue 
shop near E. 10th Street 
just as the gun-toting rob-
bers burst in.

Police believe she 
may be an accomplice of 
the two men who stole 
$250,000 worth of jewelry. 
Previously released sur-
veillance video showed 
one male holding individ-

uals in the shop at gun-
point the other male sus-
pect smashed one of the 
glass cases with a ham-
mer and dumped jewelry 
trays into a sack.

The woman sought 
for questioning has long 
dark hair and was wear-
ing dark clothing, boots, 
and a coat with a fur-
lined hood. 

Anyone with informa-
tion regarding the inci-
dent is asked to call Crime 
Stoppers at (800) 577–8477. 
The public can also submit 
tips by logging onto the 
Crime Stoppers website at 
 www.nypdcrimestoppers.
com  or by texting tips to 
274637 (CRIMES) then en-
tering TIP577.

Bed-Stuy scene of murder-suicide bloodbath

BY VANESSA OGLE
A man was fatally struck 
by a Q train in Midwood 
on Dec. 18. 

Police said the man 
fell onto the train tracks 
on Avenue M and E. 16th 
Street and was declared 
dead when police found 
him at 7:20 pm. A police 

spokesman said there was 
no criminality involved.  

“It doesn’t seem like 
he was pushed,” the 
spokesman said. 

Police have not re-
leased the man’s name 
yet and authorities say 
the incident is still being 
investigated. 

JEWELRY CASE: Police say this woman cased the Midwood 
jewelry store that was robbed on Dec. 3, and then held to door 
open for the gun-toting robbers who burst in for the smash-
and-grab heist. NYPD

Cops ‘assassinated’

New suspect in 
jewelry robbery

Man killed by Q train

IN THE LINE OF DUTY: (Left) Offi cer Wenjian Liu and (right) Offi cer Rafael 
Ramos were gunned down in cold blood on Dec. 20 by a cop-hating man from 
Baltimore who then turned the gun on himself. NYPD

OPEN AND SHUT CASE: Cops say the woman, shown leaving 
at left, opened the door for the gunman, entering right. NYPD
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BY VANESSA OGLE
Is wood good? Here’s a chance to make 
your voice heard on the Boardwalk.

Two elected offi cials are rallying 
the community to help save Coney Is-
land’s iconic Riegelmann Boardwalk 
by getting it declared a scenic land-
mark. 

Councilmen Mark Treyger (D–Co-
ney Island) and Chaim Deutsch (D–
Sheepshead Bay) created  an online 
petition  to gather support for land-
marking the wooden walkway. Scenic 
landmarks are rare but Treyger said 
the boardwalk deserves the designa-
tion. 

“There is no question that the his-
toric Riegelmann Boardwalk is one 
of the most iconic and beloved struc-
tures in our entire city and clearly 
merits this designation,” Treyger said. 
“I have already heard from dozens of 
New Yorkers who are shocked this 
isn’t already the case and wanted to 
share their personal stories of what 
the Boardwalk means to them and 
their families.” 

The 91-year-old Boardwalk is a 
sprawling, 2.5-mile walkway that 
stretches from the border of Sea Gate 
to Brighton 15th Street, but the city 
wants to replace the hardwood boards 
with plastic and concrete. Deutsch 
said that if the Landmark Preserva-
tion Commission declares the site a 
landmark, the Boardwalk can remain 

as an important city asset. 
“The Coney Island Boardwalk is a 

Brooklyn icon that possesses signifi -
cant value, attracting visitors since 
1923,” Deutsch said. “In an effort to 
prevent any compromise of the historic 
design, I urge the Landmark Preserva-
tion Commission to grant landmark 
status to the Boardwalk.”

Several other pols have also voiced 
support for keeping the boards in the 
Boardwalk, and the Borough Presi-
dent went so far as comparing it to a 
sacred spot. 

“Millions of visitors have made 
the pilgrimage to Southern Brooklyn, 
and we want to see millions more en-
joy its unique, iconic character in the 
decades to come,” said Borough Presi-
dent Adams. 

Treyger said he hopes residents will 
raise their voice to save the Boardwalk 
now, before it is too late. 

“This is an important piece of New 
York City history, and we must act now 
before it is drastically changed, and 
lost forever,” said Treyger. “I am ask-
ing anyone who has ever visited the 
Riegelmann Boardwalk or cares about 
preserving our history to join our ef-
fort.”

The petition is online at:  www.
change.org/p/nyc-landmarks-preser-
vation-commission-designate-historic-
riegelmann-boardwalk-as-scenic-land-
mark .

BACK THE BOARDS: Two local councilmen want to prevent the rest of the Coney Island 
Boardwalk from meeting the same fate as this section near Ocean Parkway — its boards 
ripped up and replaced with slabs of concrete. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Pols push petition to 
preserve Boardwalk
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BY MAX JAEGER
Amidst the garish glare of 
the Dyker Lights, one humble 
Christmas tribute stands out.

A Dyker Heights man built 
a 14-foot Neapolitan-style na-
tivity scene populated with 
hundreds of tiny fi gurines. 
The maestro of manger scenes 
said he has amassed the doz-
ens of fi ve-inch terra-cotta 
fi gures over four decades, 
and building the nativity — 
called a “presepio” in Italy 
— takes weeks each year. But 
he remains humble about the 
display.

“I’m no artist,” said John 
Miniero. “I’m just good with 
my hands. You think this is 
amazing? In Naples — fugged-
aboutit — the whole neighbor-
hood is like this.”

The retired baker fabri-
cates all the scenery himself 
— using wire frame, cork 
bark, found foliage, and a 
whole lot of glue, he said. 

Practitioners credit St. 
Francis of Assisi with the fi rst 
presepio, Miniero said. The 
displays came into fashion in 

the 18th century, when Nea-
politan nobility began com-
missioning artisans to create 
elaborate nativity displays, 
according to Lou Barella, who 
lectures on Italian culture.

Now Italians prize presepi 
over all other Christmas dis-
plays, said one gawker whose 
husband hails from The Boot.

“This is more important to 
them than Christmas trees,” 
said Renee Mascara, who 
drove from Staten Island to 

show her mother the prese-
pio.

But for Miniero, it’s not 
about piety.

“I’m religiously chal-
lenged, but I love this,” said 
Miniero, a self-avowed athe-
ist. “I must have been into 100 
churches, but nothing stuck.”

Instead, the presepio is 
a connection to his Italian 
roots. Miniero emigrated 
from the Italy’s Sorrento re-
gion in 1957 when he was just 
12 years old. His father built 
the displays from papier-mâ-
ché when Miniero was young, 
and now Miniero keeps the 
tradition alive in his own 
style, he said.

He started displaying the 
homemade nativity in his 
bakery 40 years ago, and when 
he sold the business in 2001, 
he started showing the work 
in front of his home. Now he 
builds presepi for friends and 
family. Miniero even made 
one for Coney Island’s Gargi-
ulo’s Restaurant. Hurricane 
Sandy destroyed the nativity 
when fl ood waters fi lled the 

Coney Island institution, but 
this year, Miniero, lent the 
restaurant another creation 
from his private collection.

“It’s such a part of our her-
itage, and I love it,” said Gar-
giulo’s co-owner Nino Russo.

Miniero’s home sports the 
typical Christmas lights and 
reindeer lawn ornaments as 
well, but he leaves those deco-
rations to his wife, she said.

“He won’t go there,” said 

Marie Miniero. “He just wants 
to work with his nativity.”

Tour busses carrying gap-
ing onlookers through the op-
ulently lit neighborhood only 
occasionally stop at Miniero’s 
house, but he said the lights 
don’t hold a candle to hand-
made tributes to the season 
like his presepio.

“You spend $5,000, $10,000, 
but at the end of the day, 
they’re just lights,” he said.

JOHN’S WORKSHOP: Mini-
ero builds presepi for family and 
friends in his 14th Avenue base-
ment. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Maestro of the manger

Any Cosmetic Case

$500 OFF 
Expires 1/9/15

With the start of treatment...

FREE WHITENING 
Expires 1/9/15

Complimentary  
Invisalign  

Consultation

LUBLIN DENTAL CENTER
Theodore A. Lublin, D.D.S P.C. & Adam S. Lublin, D.D.S.
6820 Avenue U - Mill Basin - 718-531-2300

100% INTEREST FREE 
FINANCING AVAILABLE!

For more information, visit our website www.LublinDentalCenter.com
E-mail:LublinDental@aol.com

D.D.S.
-23000

100% INTEREST FREE 
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Celebrate Fall with a  
brand-new smile for you  

or your loved one...
a smile that will last a lifetime!

Call today  
for your FREE  

CONSULTATION!

BEFORE AFTER

IMPLANTS: We also do Lumineers, Crowns,  
Cosmetic Dentistry & more! 

Dyker man crafts traditional nativity scenes

NOTHING MINI ABOUT IT: Miniero’s 14-foot Neapolitan nativity scene 
bucks the garrish Dyker Lights trend as a traditional but expansive holi-
day display. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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BY MAX JAEGER
Champagne, a midnight kiss, and a … 
Nathan’s hot dog?

The Coney Island Boardwalk will 
host a massive New Year’s Eve cele-
bration on Dec. 31, Borough President 
Adams announced on Dec. 18, and he 
promised the party would have many 
happy returns.

“We are starting a Brooklyn tradi-
tion,” Adams said in front of the iconic 
Parachute Jump, which will be the 
centerpiece of the festivities.

Reports in less perceptive publica-
tions have said that the Coney shindig 
will center around a ball-drop like the 
over-hyped one across the East River, 
but that is false. Brooklyn will count 
down to the new year with a pulsing 
light show using  the Parachute Jump’s 
dazzling new $2-million lighting sys-
tem that switched on last year .

Adams touted the seaside celebra-
tion as the more authentic way for New 
Yorkers to ring in the new year.

“Why go to Manhattan and be 
squashed by tourists when you can 
come to the county of Kings and be 
treated like royalty?” said Adams. 
“Real Brooklynites like to be here in 
Coney Island. Times Square is for a 
few people, but Coney Island is for ev-
eryone.”

The crowds aren’t the only thing 
that will be better in the People’s Play-
ground, the local councilman said.

“Times Square has confetti, but 
we’ve got the fi reworks — real fi re-
works,” said Councilman Mark Trey-
ger (D–Coney Island).

Boardwalk revelers can also catch 
music and performances, and sip a lit-
tle (non-alcoholic) bubbly during the 
celebration, Adams said. But Board-
walk bars like Tom’s of Coney Island 

and Ruby’s will also be open and sling-
ing their higher-octane libations, own-
ers said. 

A DJ will handle kicking-out-the-
jams duties this year, but the Borough 
President said starting next year he’ll 
hold an annual competition to select 
live performers to feature at future 
New Year’s bashes. And the freaks will 
certainly be out on Dec. 31.

“In true Coney Island fashion, we 
will have sideshow performers,” said 
Johanna Zaki, director of the Alliance 
for Coney Island.

One community leader said the 
celebration heralds the People’s Play-
ground’s ongoing resurgence.

“This has been fi ve years in the 
making,” said Eddie Mark, a member 
of Community Board 13 who advocated 
for the party. “The new regime — Eric 
Adams and Mark Treyger — is saying, 
‘Coney Island is ready for a change.’ 
This is a sign of major things happen-
ing in the neighborhood.”

A staffer for Adams said the celebra-
tion could become an economic engine 
in the waterfront area’s slower, cold-
weather months.

“You could see people, in future 
years, coming here for New Year’s and 
staying the night for the Polar Plunge 
on New Year’s Day,” said Borough Hall 
communications director Stefan Rin-
gel.

The Brooklyn pride was palpable 
at last Thursday’s announcement, 
and the man famed for running on the 
Boardwalk in weather fair or foul for 
thousands of consecutive days best 
summed up the general mood.

“F--- Times Square,” said perennial 

Countdown to 2015 coming to People’s Playground

AULD LIGHTS SYNE: The Parachute Jump’s 
new $2-million lighting system will provide 
the countdown show in lieu of a dropping 
ball. File photo by Steve Solomonson

It’s a New Year’s 
revolution in Coney

your skin deserves a second chance

Laser Tattoo Removal/Revision
SAFELY AND PERMANENTLY

Botox / Dysport / Xeomin  Facial Fillers  Spider Veins Chemical Peels 

Laser Hair Removal  Microdermabrasion  Fractional Resurfacing

9921 Fourth Avenue  Brooklyn, NY 11209 

COSMETIC: 718.833.2793  ALTERNATE: 718.833.7616 

WWW.BAYRIDGEDERM.COM

COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE 
DAVID BIRO, M.D., PH.D.

Have you had a change of heart?

in your own neighborhood...

—GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE FOR ALL SERVICES—

IS YOUR ROOF READY FOR WINTER?

GUTTER
CLEANING

COMPLETE
FLASH & PAINT

ANY COMPLETE
ROOFING JOB

Licensed – Brooklyn – Insured

Top Quality Workmanship
References Available

Affordable – Professional & Courteous
718-833-3508

513 72nd Street, Brooklyn

$100
Any Size House

With Coupon Only.
Expires 2/15/15

$750
Max 1200 sq. ft.

With Coupon Only.
Expires 2/15/15

$250 Off
of 1200 sq. ft.

or more
With Coupon Only.

Expires 2/15/15

The Trusted Name In Roofing

SINCE 1979

SUPER
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COUNTING UP: Borough President Adams 
says the New Year’s countdown on Coney Is-
land’s Parachute Jump will be a new annual 
tradition. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta
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BY VANESSA OGLE
The Marine Park Civic Asso-
ciation’s holiday party at the 
Carmine Carro Community 
Center on Dec. 16 was a cele-
bration for local leaders — big 
and small. 

State Sen. Marty Golden 
(R–Bay Ridge) doled out certifi -
cates for the young community 
helpers who volunteer on week-
ends year-round with the Good 
Samaritan Saturday club. 

A group of 15 youngsters 
meets weekly to tackle two to 
three projects per month — 

such as gardening in the park, 
distributing treats to locals, 
and creating holiday decora-
tions for the community. One 
parent said he thinks the pro-
gram is a great way for his 
child to get involved in the life 
of the neighborhood. 

“It is a great opportunity 
for them to give back to their 
community, be tied to their 
community, and be outside 
of themselves,” said Robert 
Mineo, whose son Timothy 
earned a certifi cate. 

After the kids received 

their certifi cates, they dined 
on sandwiches and snacks 
with members of the civic 
group.  And after the celebra-
tion, some of the young volun-
teers continued their service 
by cleaning the community 
center, said one parent. 

“They got up and they 
started helping out the Marine 
Park Civic helpers clean up,” 
said Anissa Guariglia, whose 
son James received a commu-
nity-service certifi cate. “They 
were volunteering as much 
time as they could.” 

HIGH ACHIEVERS: (Left) James Guariglia, at left, and Timothy Mineo 
show off the Good Samaritan Awards they received for their volunteer 
work at the Marine Park Civic Association’s holiday party on Dec. 16. 
(Center) Christopher Larroy displays his Good Samaritan Award. (Above) 
Former councilman Lew Fidler shakes hands with the Marine Park Civic 
president Bob Tracey. Photos by Steve Solomonson

Honoring good Samaritans

THE CHECKING ACCOUNT
YOU DESERVE IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER.

VISIT YOUR LOCAL
BRANCH TODAY.

We’re committed to helping you on your way to a brighter future with:
Convenient Neighborhood Locations  |  Low Minimum Balance  |  Free Mobile Banking

Account terms may vary. Visit a branch for details. Offered by Capital One,® N.A., Member FDIC. © 2014 Capital One. All rights reserved.
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60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—

SEAGATE

Ruthless robbery
A crook stole a woman’s credit 

card and other belongings on E. Sec-
ond Street on Dec. 15, according to 
reports.

Authorities say the thief stole the 
woman’s credit card and her medi-
cal insurance card when she was 
near Avenue Z at 8:30 pm. During 
the robbery, the cruel crook injured 
the victim — a small bruise is on 
the victim’s face.  

Playground prowlers
Four brutes attacked a man on 

a playground on Brighton Fourth 
Road on Dec. 16, an offi cer stated.

The victim was near Brighton 
Fourth Street at 4 pm when the play-

ground bullies attacked, according 
to reports. 

Cops say the men grabbed the 
man and stole his electronics. Po-
lice say the suspects fl ed on foot.

Phone crook
Police say a gun-wielding goon 

stole a cellphone from a man on W. 
Fifth Street on Dec. 16.

The victim was near Neptune 
Avenue at 7:40 pm when the crimi-
nal pulled a gun on him. Offi cers 
say the robber then snatched the 

phone and fl ed.

Stranger danger
Two malicious men stole a cell-

phone from a man on Mermaid Av-
enue on Dec. 19, an offi cer said.

Authorities say the victim was 
near Neptune Avenue at 4 pm when 
the goons asked him for the time. 
The victim said he didn’t know the 
time and the men reportedly said, “I 
know you know what time it is.” 

Police say one of the suspects 
then punched the victim in the face 

and stole his phone.

Vicious vixen
A wacky woman pushed another 

woman on W. 30th Street on Dec. 19 
and then stole her belongings, cops 
said.

Offi cers say the wild woman stole 
the victim’s credit card, wallet, cell-
phone, and about $35 in cash. Police 
say the woman did not use a weapon 
and the victim was not injured.

Bad signal
A cruel crook stole a man’s cell-

phone out of his hand on Brighton 
Beach Avenue on Dec. 20, according 
to a police report.

The man was near Ocean Park-
way at 2 am when the robber swiped 
the phone from his right hand, offi -
cers say. Police say the suspect fl ed 
in an unknown direction.

— Vanessa Ogle

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Give it a rest, but keep it up.

That is the message of some 
Brooklyn pols who are calling 
for anti-police-brutality pro-
testers to stay off the streets 
while the families and col-
leagues of the offi cers  killed 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant on Sat-
urday mourn . Borough Presi-
dent Adams has been saying 
since Sunday that the dem-
onstrators upset with grand 
juries’ decisions not to indict 
cops in the killings of Michael 
Brown in Missouri and Gow-
anus native Eric Garner on 
Staten Island need to at least 
delay their next march until 
funerals have been held for of-
fi cers Wenjian Liu and Rafael 
Ramos.

“The marchers should hit 
the pause button,” Adams 
said. “I am in full support of 
them continuing, but it should 
be after the offi cers have been 
laid to rest.”

Ramos’s funeral is sched-
uled for Saturday morning 
in Queens. Details of memo-
rial services for Liu had not 
yet been announced at press 
time.

Mayor DeBlasio joined the 
call on Monday, saying:

“It’s time for everyone to 
put aside political debates, put 
aside protests, put aside all of 
the things that we will talk 
about in due time. That can be 
for another day.”

DeBlaiso’s speech came 
as fl ags fl ew at half-staff city-
wide to honor the offi cers who 
police say Ismaaiyl Brinsley 
shot without warning as they 
sat in their patrol car in Bed-

ford-Stuyvesant.
Brinsley, who family mem-

bers have told reporters has a 
history of mental illness, trav-
elled to Brooklyn from Balti-
more, Maryland with the aim 
of killing police, and social 
media posts shortly before the 
shooting cited the deaths of 
Garner and Michael Brown as 
justifi cation, police said.

NYPD unions declared 
the murders DeBlasio’s fault 
within hours of the offi cers’ 
deaths, with leaders of both 
the Patrolmen’s Benevolent 
Association and the Sergeant’s 
Benevolent Association say-
ing that he has blood on his 
hands. The unions orches-
trated a silent protest on Sat-
urday evening, with dozens 
of offi cers turning their backs 
as DeBlasio entered Woodhull 
Medical Center, where the 
bodies of Liu and Ramos had 
just been taken. The murders 
and subsequent union outcry 
bring to a head a long-running 
confl ict with the mayor, who 
union leaders have long said is 
insuffi ciently supportive of of-
fi cers, and who a rep recently 
faulted for saying, in a discus-
sion of the protests that have 
gripped the city for a month, 
that he warned his mixed-race 
son Dante to be cautious when 
dealing with police.

City Hall and Police Com-
missioner Bill Bratton have 
said much of the union criti-
cism stems from ongoing 
contract negotiations, which 
started in May.  In addition to 
blaming DeBlasio for Brins-
ley’s acts, Patrolmen’s Benevo-
lent Association president Pat 

Lynch blamed protesters, call-
ing them, “those that incited 
violence on the street under 
the guise of protests that tried 
to tear down what New York 
City police offi cers did every 
day.”

Adams, a former police 
captain with 22 years on the 
force, rejected the notion that 
activists are at fault, saying 
that Brinsley was clearly de-
ranged, and pointing out that 
he fi rst shot his ex-girlfriend 
in Maryland before traveling 
to Bedford-Stuyvesant with 
murder on his mind.

“This was a loony toon. A 
sick person who did a sick act, 
whose fi rst victim was a ci-
vilian,” Adams said. “For the 
most part the protests have 

been a picture-perfect dem-
onstration of democracy in 
America.”

But Adams blasted offi cers’ 
own act of protest, calling it 
an insult to the “symbol of the 
mayor’s offi ce.”

Councilman Jumaane Wil-
liams (D–East Flatbush) has 
been a fi xture at the anti-po-
lice brutality marches. He 
echoed the calls for a brief 
break in the action during a 
cable news appearance.

“I personally believe there 
should be a day or two- or 
three-day moratorium out of 
respect for the offi cers that 
were executed,” Williams said 
on MSNBC on Monday.

Many of the organizations 
involved in the protests con-

demned the shooting and dis-
tanced themselves from any 
acts of violence. But some or-
ganizers, unmoved by the re-
quests to stay home, put on a 
march on Tuesday evening in 
an attempt to disrupt Manhat-
tan’s Fifth Avenue, which they 
called  “a playground for the 
global one percent.” 

One Bay Ridge rabble-
rouser ventured that it is pos-
sible to respect the deaths of 
police offi cers while also de-
manding action on behalf 
of people who police offi cers 
killed.

“Sisters and brothers, we 
can mourn the death of po-
lice and by police. They are 
not mutually exclusive,” 
Linda Sarsour wrote on Mon-
day on her  personal blog . 
“Asking black Americans 
and communities of color to 
‘stop protesting’ is unreason-
able. To engage in requests to 
elected offi cials to suppress 
the constitutional rights of 
segments of the American 
population makes you no bet-
ter than the countries we are 
quick to criticize for lack of 
democracy.”

A pol who represents a 
nearby southern Brooklyn 
district didn’t take a stand on 
whether or not people should 
protest, but did say in a pro-
police e-mail that tolerance 
must prevail.

“We can continually strive 
for improvements, but in do-
ing so, we must never accept 
creating a climate of the vili-
fying of any group,” said As-
semblyman Bill Colton (D–
Bath Beach).

ON THE SCENE: Borough President Adams speaks at the memorial to 
Wenjian Liu and Rafael Ramos, calling for unity and a pause to the pro-
tests that have been ongoing in New York since a grand jury ruled not to 
indict a white offi cer in the death of Missouri teen Michael Brown. 
 Associated Press / Seth Wenig

Pols: Don’t protest until police buried



COURIER LIFE, DEC. 26, 2014–JAN. 1, 2015 9  B GM BR

��������	
������

�

�

�



COURIER LIFE, DEC. 26, 2014–JAN. 1, 201510    B GM BR

BY VANESSA OGLE
It’s the end of an era in Sheep-
shead Bay. 

The El Greco diner served 
its last meal on Dec. 19. The 
family-owned eatery closed its 
doors after more than 40 years 
and one of the owners said cus-
tomers came from across the 
nation to say goodbye to the 
place that served as the back-
drop of their lives from adoles-
cence to adulthood. 

“They’re coming from 
all over — California, Mary-
land, Boston,” said Anastasia 
Venetoklis, whose late hus-
band built the diner. “They’re 
saying, ‘Thank you for being 
here, this is our home.’ ”

El Greco closed its doors 
to the public shortly before 5 
pm last Friday and served its 
last dishes to three teenage pa-
trons who ordered the eatery’s 
staples —  a chicken sandwich, 
a burger, and a plate of chili 
cheese fries. It was a fi tting fi -
nal course for the all-Ameri-
can diner, said one of the own-
ers.

“That is very appropriate,” 
said Peter Venetoklis, Anas-
tasia’s son. “That’s what we 
serve.”

The diner was bought by 
Rybak Developers and is be-

ing demolished to accommo-
date a seven-story mixed-use 
development, according to Pe-
ter Venetoklis. He said the de-
velopers plan to break ground 
in six to nine months. 

Before the restaurant be-
gan its private send-off party 
for the Venetoklis’ staff and 
family friends, regulars remi-
nisced one last time in the eat-
ery that served up their favor-
ite foods, fond memories, and 
— for one patron — secrets 
from her youth that she’s fi -
nally ready to share.  

“I used to bring for break-
fast one date, lunch one date, 
dinner one date — and who-
ever I chose would be my 
nightcap,” said Alina Deren, 
who lives in Bergen Beach, 
and was visiting the diner 
with her friends Zina Kar-
vorot and Irina Strem. “Danc-
ing in the parking lot — we 
used to do crazy things here. 
How many times did my car 
get towed away?”

Karvorot couldn’t recall all 
of her memories of the diner, 

but she said she will always 
remember the orders that got 
her through the crazy nights. 

“After you’re nice and 
drunk, you come here for the 
hors d’oeuvres — the fried zuc-
chini sticks and coffee. Cof-
fee, coffee, coffee, coffee,” said 
Karvorot. 

The loss is sentimental 
for most locals, but it is a fi -
nancial hardship for the eat-
ery’s staff. Several employees 
haven’t found new jobs yet, but 

one waitress said she is hope-
ful for her co-workers.

“It is a little sad but every-
body is going to fi nd some-
thing,” said Veroncia Astar-
ita, who has already found a 
new gig. 

Peter Venetoklis said the 
closure was bittersweet, but 
he said he is thankful for the 
characters who made the 
diner everyone’s home. 

“The real stories are the 
customers,” he said. 

PROUD PATRONS: Kelly Zhumi, left, holds a burger; Yesenia Bonilla, cen-
ter, holds chili cheese fries; and Yacelyn Soriano holds a chicken sand-
wich — the last meals ever served to customers at the El Greco diner. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

GOODBYE, EL GRECO: Anastasia 
Venetoklis, who is one of the fam-
ily owners of the restaurant her 
late husband built more than 40 
years ago, locked the doors to the 
diner for the last time on Dec. 19. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

El Greco’s last meal
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Special Savings
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Spiral Ham
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Lb.

IMPORTED
JET FRESH
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Clams

$499$499$499$499$499
Dozen

FROM LONG
ISLAND

Dry Sea
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Lb.

USA
U-10

Lobster
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Lb.
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Lb.
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Lb.

IMPORTED
JUMBO SIZE
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Steaks Lb.
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Edy’s
Ice Cream

Select Var.
48 Fl. oz. cont. 2/$5Healthy Choice

Dinners

Select Var. 8.2-12 oz. Box2/$3$299

$279 2/$5

2/$6 Cool-Whip
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Pepsi Cola
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Layer Biscuits
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Greek Yogurt
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Florida’s Natural
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Lb.
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Head
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SMOOTHIE 
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CALAVAO HUMMUS OR
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SELECT-A-SIZE

OXI BOOST OR
REGULAR 
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Only

IMPORTED
FROM ITALY

$799Vantia
Provolone Lb.

IMPORTED
FROM SPAIN

$999Manchego
Cheese Lb.

$799Christmas
Holiday Stollen 16 oz.
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BOAR’S
HEAD $299Cocktail

Franks Pkg.

2/$5Small Pane
Di Casa

Chunk
Only

MADE
FRESH DAILY

Select Var. 28-29 oz. Can

RedPack
Tomatoes

5/$5
OR TOMATO

SAUCE

Mott’s
Apple Juice

Select Var. 64 oz. Cont.
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Chock Full O’
Nuts Coffee

Select Var. 10.3-11.3 oz. Cont.

2/$5Free Sale
$2.99 EXCLUDES

DECAF.

CLEAR,TOTS, 40% LESS
SUGAR OR MEDLEY

With Club Card & Add.
$15.00 Purchase or More.

Limit 1 Deal.

Mazola
Pure Corn Oil
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Vitelli
Imported Pasta
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3/$199
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Kellogg’s
Raisin Bran

23.5 oz. Box $299
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RICE KRISPIES 18 OZ.

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT SALES TO 1 PER FAMILY. PRICES EFFECTIVE THIS STORE ONLY. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. SOME PICTURES ARE FOR DESIGN PURPOSES ONLY AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT ITEMS ON SALE. GRAPHIC MAKERS PLUS:201-501-8201.
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Here comes Santa Paws.

The Fort Greene pet store 
Who’s Your Doggy held its an-
nual holiday party last Thurs-
day night, rewarding two- and 
four-legged customers with 
treats and a Christmas-themed 
photo both, complete with ca-
nine-sized Santa hats. One reg-
ular customer said the shop is 
more than just a place to buy 
Kibbles ’n’ Bits.

“It’s really a community hub 
for pet and dog owners in the 
area,” said Clinton Hill resident 
Lauren Gumbs, who brought 
her three rescue dogs for a bath 
and stayed for the festivities.

The store’s owners try to 
host celebrations for all the ma-
jor holidays as a way to show 
appreciation for the custom-
ers, and to foster a community 
around the store, an assistant 
manager said.

“This neighborhood is re-

ally dog-oriented,” said Shan-
non Legg. “This store tries to be 
a factor in that.”

The store offered discounts, 
cookies for the people, and 
treats for the dogs. The big draw 
was the photo booth, which was 

decorated with mistletoe and 
pig ears. Another regular cus-
tomer, whose dog Sadie dragged 
him into the store mid-walk, 
said the gathering sold him on 
the shop.

“I really liked the store be-

fore,” said Chris Maceira, a 
Fort Greene resident. “And see-
ing them put on events like this 
makes me like it even more.”

The photo booth made for 
some great holiday pet pictures, 
but the dogs had more fun with 

their edible gifts. Gumbs said 
that was defi nitely true of her 
Shih Tzu Lars.

“In classic Brooklyn style, 
I wish I could say he’s a vegan. 
But that would be a lie,” she 
said. “He loved the pig ears.”

Fort Greene pet store hosts canine Christmas party

There’s a new source for 
news in your neighborhoods:

 
Courier Life Publications — the most powerful name in news 
from Canarsie to Greenpoint — is proud to launch its new 
website, BrooklynDaily.com, featuring fresh news, arts and 
features from all the neighborhoods that matter to you.

Click on BrooklynDaily.com every day for coverage of 
Brooklyn that is faster, better and deeper than any other 
online publication. Every day, you’ll get all the top-notch 
coverage you’ve come to expect from the Bay News, 
Brooklyn Graphic, Kings Courier, Mill-Marine Courier, Bay 
Ridge Courier and Brooklyn Courier — and more!

BrooklynDaily.com — your one-stop shopping for 
Brooklyn news.

Attention Brooklynites!

SAY, “BARK!”: (Above) Clinton Hill resident Megan Aguirre poses for a 
picture with her dog Pixel at the Who’s Your Doggy’s holiday party on 
Dec. 18. (Left) Chris Maceira of Clinton Hill attended with his rescue Sadie.
 Photos by Jason Speakman

Yappy holidays

 Courier Life Classifieds call (718) 260—2555
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Pick fruit. It’s fresher. 

1557 Ralph Ave. 

Brooklyn, NY 11236 

718.451.3344

1357 Fulton St. 

Brooklyn, NY 11216

718.622.3344

158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. 

Howard Beach, NY 11414 

718.848.3344

Happy Holidays!
Call, visit or order at edible.com

SAVE
20%

Reg. $98.75

Spectacular Sleigh Ride Bouquet™
with white chocolate dipped strawberries

Holiday Magic 
Gift Tower
featuring a Merry 

Christmas Pineapple 

Box, a 6-count box 

of chocolate dipped 

strawberries, apples 

& bananas with swizzle, 

and fi ve 6-piece boxes 

of Premier Apple Fruit 

Truffl es®

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look ””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.
SATURDAY, 9 A.M.–3 P.M.

OPEN 
6 DAYS

geese throughout the city. 
“The government is just go-
ing to kill a lot of them and 
it is not going to accomplish 
anything, and it is going to 
waste a lot of tax dollars — 
and it is going to be ridicu-
lously cruel.” 

Assemblyman Steven 
Cymbrowitz (D–Sheepshead 
Bay) introduced the bill to 
protect the elegant birds that 
are an iconic feature of his 
waterfront district. Accord-
ing to the assemblyman, the governor 
explained his veto by saying the Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation 
is revising its current swan plans — 
but Cymbrowitz said the department’s 
bloody recent history with the birds 
makes him skeptical. 

“The governor’s offi ce told me that 
DEC would be introducing a revised 
plan that would incorporate parts of 
the bill,” said Cymbrowitz. “I would 
like to fi nd this reassuring, but DEC al-
ready promised to consider non-lethal 
methods for managing the swans and 
then last June shot two swans to death 
upstate in full view of the public.” 

The Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation said it has met with 
various animal-rights groups, includ-
ing the American Society for the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Animals, New 

York State Conservation Council, and 
Ducks Unlimited to discuss revisions. 
A spokeswoman for the department 
said it is fi nalizing a new plan, but she 
could not say when it would be made 
public. 

“While there is not a confi rmed 
date, the revised draft management 
plan will soon be released for another 
45-day comment period,” Lori Sever-
ino said. 

But Karopkin said the department 
has promised — and failed — to revise 
its program in the past, so he is going 
to continue to fi ght for the rights of 
those without a voice.  

“The DEC has been saying they 
were going to release a revised plan 
for almost a year now,” Karopkin said. 
“We’ll keep fi ghting for the swans. 
We’ll keep fi ghting for all wildlife.”

Continued from cover

EL GRECO

ing demolished to accommodate a 
seven-story mixed-use development, 
according to Peter Venetoklis. He said 
the developers plan to break ground in 
six to nine months. 

Before the restaurant began its pri-
vate send-off party for the Venetoklis’ 
staff and family friends, regulars rem-
inisced one last time in the eatery that 
served up their favorite foods, fond 
memories, and — for one patron — se-
crets from her youth that she’s fi nally 
ready to share.  

“I used to bring for breakfast one 
date, lunch one date, dinner one date 
— and whoever I chose would be my 
nightcap,” said Alina Deren, who lives 
in Bergen Beach, and was visiting the 
diner with her friends Zina Karvorot 
and Irina Strem. “Dancing in the park-
ing lot — we used to do crazy things 
here. How many times did my car get 
towed away?”

Karvorot couldn’t recall all of her 
memories of the diner, but she said she 
will always remember the orders that 
got her through the crazy nights. 

“After you’re nice and drunk, you 
come here for the hors d’oeuvres — the 
fried zucchini sticks and coffee. Coffee, 
coffee, coffee, coffee,” said Karvorot. 

The loss is sentimental for most lo-
cals, but it is a fi nancial hardship for 
the eatery’s staff. Several employees 

haven’t found new jobs yet, but one 
waitress said she is hopeful for her co-
workers.

“It is a little sad but everybody is 
going to fi nd something,” said Veron-
cia Astarita, who has already found a 
new gig. 

Peter Venetoklis said the closure 
was bittersweet, but he said he is 
thankful for the characters who made 
the diner everyone’s home. 

“The real stories are the custom-
ers,” he said. 

FLIPPING THE BIRD: Gov. Cuomo has ve-
toed a bill that would have halted the state’s 
plan to exterminate the beloved mute swans 
in Southern Brooklyn. 
 File photo by Elizabeth Graham

Continued from cover

SWANS

PROUD PATRONS: Kelly Zhumi, left, holds a burger; Yes-
enia Bonilla, center, holds chili cheese fries; and Yacelyn 
Soriano holds a chicken sandwich — the last meals ever 
served to customers at the El Greco diner. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson
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BY VANESSA OGLE
It is the brightest time of the year!

Locals celebrated the fi rst night of 
Hanukkah at the Kings Plaza Shop-
ping Center on Dec. 16. Kids and adults 
kicked off the eight-day holiday — 
known as the Festival of Lights — by 
lighting the menorah that symbol-
izes lamp oil that miraculously lasted 
an extra week, according to the local 
rabbi who led the celebration.

“That is what the menorah sym-
bolizes — to bring light everywhere 
and to chase away the darkness with 
light,” said Rabbi Yehuda Friedman of 
the Chabad House of Mill Basin.

The shopping center’s celebration 
included cutout characters of Hanuk-
kah heroes, including Judah the Mac-
cabee, who led a revolt more than 2,000 
years ago to restore Jewish worship at 
the Temple in Jerusalem — and Fried-
man said today’s celebrations are still 
about remembering the fi ght for reli-
gious rights while religious residents 
wait for their ultimate light. 

“The menorah lighting was in the 
fi rst night of Hanukkah — the light of 
Hanukkah symbolized the freedom of 
religion,” he said. “Everybody should 
add the light, and the moshaich [mes-
siah] will be here soon and the holy 
Temple will be built soon in Jerusa-

lem.”
But ultimately, Friedman said, 

the holiday is a reminder to make the 
world better so the next generation — 
and their children’s children — can 
thrive. 

“We’re making this world to be a 
better place today with each other,” 
said Friedman. “If there are no chil-
dren, there are no adults.” 

LIGHT UP THE WORLD: Rabbi Yehuda Friedman of the Chabad House of Mill Basin lights a 
menorah at the Kings Plaza Shopping Center on the fi rst day of Hanukkah on Dec. 16.  
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Happy Hanukkah 
at Kings Plaza

A Good Plumber Inc.
Phone: 718-648-6838  Fax: 718-646-4659

Agoodplumberny@gmail.com  www.agoodplumber.com
NYC Licensed Master Plumber #1948

When You Need A Good Plumber…Call Us!

718-648-6838

A Good Plumber Inc., with over 20 years of experience 

in the plumbing and heating industry has built our reputation 

on recommendations.

That reputation has grown due to our reliable, honest 

and affordable service. Honesty means never recommending 

work that is unnecessary and giving you an accurate price 

before we do the work…no hidden fees.

At A Good Plumber Inc., we believe customer service 

is about exceeding 

the customer’s expectations before, during, 

and after the job!

Our Professionally Trained, Clean and 
Courteous Staff Can Handle:

Why Choose
“A Good Plumber”?

$25 Off 
Any

Plumbing Job 
With This Ad

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer.

FEARLESS FESTIVITIES: Mussia Chaskind 
smiles in a cut-out of Judah the Maccabee. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

The source for news in 
your neighborhood:
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BY VANESSA OGLE
Junior high students from the 
Parkside Preparatory Acad-
emy near Prospect Park played 
a variety of seasonal songs for 
residents of the Shore View 
Nursing and Rehabilitation 
Center on Dec. 19. The stu-
dents’ band teacher said the 
performance was a great way 
to teach the students how to 
spread cheer, especially dur-
ing this special time of year. 

“We have to teach them to 
share — especially for the hol-
idays,” said Daniel Vernikov, 
who has been the school’s 

band teacher for eight years.  
“I said, ‘Guys, you know what? 
We have to share your tal-
ent.’ ”

The students played an ar-
ray of cultural classics, like 
“Winter Wonderland,” “Auld 
Tannenbaum,” and “Feliz 
Navidad.” Vernikov said he 
is trying to teach his students 
to celebrate all types of tradi-
tional tunes. 

“Not only American music, 
but I’m trying to give them Eu-
ropean music and any kind of 
music — starting with classics 
for the band and all the way up 

to jazz,” he said. 
Vernikov said he is grate-

ful to work at a school that 
appreciates the value of mu-
sic — and he said he is glad 
that the school’s principal,  
Adrienne Spencer, allowed 
the kids to spread holiday 
cheer to the elderly residents 
at Shore View.  

“They were so happy, be-
cause you know old people, 
they’re in their wheelchairs 
and you have to see their eyes 
when they’re sparkling,” said 
Vernikov. “It was so magnifi -
cent.”

SEASONAL TUNES: (Left) Students Marlie Alix, left, Brianna Hutchins, 
center, and Jacquclyn Perez from the Parkside Preparatory Academy 
play Christmas songs for residents at the Shore View Nursing and Re-
habilitation Center on Dec. 19. (Center) Britney Olistcne, left, Elysia Rich-
ards-Durmham, center, and Alycia Johnson play seasonal songs for the 
nursing home residents. (Above) The junior high school musicians played 
a variety of holiday songs, including “Feliz Navidad”and “Jingle Bells.”
 Photos by Arthur De Gaeta

Kids give holiday concert at 
Shore View nursing home

WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE  YOU?

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission
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Haym Salomon Home 
ADULT DAY CARE

“A great place for seniors who would like to remain independent”

Welcome to Haym Salomon Home  
Adult Day Care in Brooklyn
Haym Salomon Home provides a variety of  

health & social services:

Nursing  Alzheimer Program  Physical Therapy 
Nutrition  Social Services  Religious Services  Recreational Therapy 

Ongoing Health Maitenance and More

Welcoming 2 full meals Transportation door-to-door

Open 6 days a week from 9am–2pm & 2:30–7pm 
Fees: Medicaid & Private Payers Welcome

For info please call Emily at 718-864-0045
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BY VANESSA OGLE
Locals honored the victims of 
the horrifi c terrorist attack 
in Pakistan with a peace rally 
and candlelight vigil in Mid-
wood on Dec. 17. 

Residents grieved for the 
145 victims — mostly children 
— of a Dec. 16 terrorist attack 
at a school in Peshawar, Paki-
stan. The vigil was held at the 
headquarters of the Council 
of Pakistan Organization and 
one of the organizers said the 
ceremony was an emotional 
affair packed with community 
members and elected offi cials 
who appreciated the touching 
tribute.  

“We didn’t expect so much 
of the community to come,” 

said Oscar Melendez, who 
lives in Bedford-Stuyvesant 
and is an intern at the orga-
nization. “There were a cou-
ple of older women from the 
Pakistani community who 
were crying — they thanked 
us.” 

The atrocity was commit-
ted a world away, but the at-
tack still hit close to home 
— especially for Pakistani im-
migrants. One local said resi-
dents with family in Pakistan 
are on edge, and her whole 
neighborhood is upset by the 
vicious attack that took so 
many innocent lives. 

“Everybody, we are very 
upset, they are crying, they 
are calling to their country 

every day,” said Abida Satter, 
who lives in Brighton Beach 
and has attended several vig-
ils across the city. 

She also called on the Pak-
istani government to take 
stronger action against Isla-
mist terrorists to protect its 
own citizens.

“Pakistan is not acting in 
terrorism,” she said. “We are 
victims of terrorism.”

Melendez said he is grate-
ful that the community was 
able to mourn with brothers 
and sisters from across the 
globe. 

“It happened so many miles 
away but we were still able to 
pay respects to everybody’s 
loss,” said Melendez.

INNOCENT LIVES LOST: (Left) Residents hold up signs honoring the chil-
dren who died in the attack. (Center) Borough President Adams, at left, 
Comptroller Scott Stringer, and Consulate General of Pakistan Raja Ali 
Ejaz, at right, speak about the brutal schoolhouse attack. (Above) Abida 
Satter holds a candle and a photo of the aftermath of  the horrifi c attack. 
 Photos by Steve Solomonson

Vigil for Pakistan terror victims

Holiday Gift Sets

$25 $30
Lynxx X-2
New, Dual SIM, SD, 
FM, Headset, GPRS, 
Camera, Flashlight

Samsung T-199
New, Samsung Durable 
Phone, Games, Speaker 
Phone 

Alcatel T-875 Sharq2
New, 3G, Qwerty, GPRS,
Slide Blutooth, Flashlight, 
Camera

LGG - 9100
New, Dual SIM, 
Music Phone, MP3, 
Blutooth, Camera

BRAND NEW PHONES INCLUDING ONE MONTH OF SERVICE
Long Distance & Unlimited Talk, Text & Internet

ACTIVATE WHEN READY

1ST MONTH INCLUDED*
NO CONTRACT. 

NO CREDIT CHECK.

$35 $40

T-Mobile 4G LTE Network - Requires New Activation

Includes International Calls to the Caribbean & Europe

WORLD OF WIRELESS
�������	
����������������������������������

*Includes a Lycamobile $29 plan

WE SPEAK RUSSIAN, SPANISH, ARABIC & ENGLISH
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FREE
PEDICURE

WITH ANY  

TREATMENT

  MADE IN THE USA

BEST PRICE IN BROOKLYN 

MAGIC SLEEK 
the next generation in hair  
straightening - Formaldehyde FREE

ONLY $125

LASIO KERATIN TROPIC 

Only $100

COCO’S BRAZILIAN KERATIN

Only $100

COPPOLA KERATIN TREATMENT

Only $100

INOVA PROFESSIONAL PURE KERATIN 

Only $100

ANTI FRIZZ TREATMENT BY YOKO 

a new generation - safe, gentle & natural 

Only $100

JAPANESE STRAIGHTENING BY YOKO

Only $175

* $25 Mandatory Gratuity * Specials Cannot Be Combined with any other offer. 

GREAT SERVICE - LOW COST - CALL NOW!

OFFERING ALL HAIR 
STRAIGHTENING SYSTEMS

ANY LENGTH HAIR
reduces frizz & curl 

blocks effects of humidity

makes hair smoother & shinier

cuts down on blow-dry time

BENSIMON
OPEN SUNDAY–FRIDAY
468 Avenue P, Brooklyn, NY 11223

718.998.3099
www.bensimonspa.com

ON OUR SPECIAL OFFERS

FREE
PEDICURE

WITH ANY  

TREATMENT
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BY VANESSA OGLE
Bring on the toys!

Locals donated more than 3,000 toys 
for children at the 41st Assembly Dis-
trict Democratic Club’s 15th-annual 
Toys for Tots drive at the club’s head-
quarters in Marine Park on Dec. 19. 

This drive was the biggest one yet, 
according to an organizer, who said 
the club’s donations may be one of 
the largest hauls for the program re-
nowned for distributing toys to disad-
vantaged kids at the holidays.

“It has grown every year,” said 
Morgan Eisen, a member of the club. 
“We’re the biggest contributor for Toys 
for Tots, I believe, for New York state.”

The political club collects the toys 
at its headquarters and hands most of 
them over to the Toys for Tots orga-
nization, but club members also had 
the opportunity to personally give out 
some toys to local kids. Eisen said the 
club is trying to distribute many of the 
goods locally — and she said the club is 
trying to distribute toys before the hol-
idays so the kids can open their pres-
ents on Christmas morning. 

“The last two years we actually had 

a couple local kids come down and we 
were able to give them their toys on site 
so they were able to have them for the 
holidays,” she said, adding that there 
is no present greater than seeing the 
youngsters’ smiling faces when they 
receive their gifts. “Just seeing the 
kids’ faces makes it all worth it.”

TOY TIME: Morgan Eisen tosses toys on to 
the pile. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Grand haul for 
Toys for Tots

STILLWELL
AUTO ENTERPRISE, INC.

Expert Collision Repairs

‘Tis the season
when accidents happen!
CALL US FIRST 24 Hour Service

Certified Carco Insurance Inspection Center

stillwellautoworks@yahoo.com

2603 Stillwell Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11223

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday 2-8pm
Tuesday 2-6pm
Thursday 2-6pm
Friday 9am-3pm

HAS MOVED TO A NEW LOCATION
2422 Knapp Street
Brooklyn, NY 11235

718.989.2264

Please Call for appointment

Dr. Joseph Buono MD

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER. LIVE UNITED
LIVEUNITED.ORG

BY GIVING JUST A FEW HOURS OF MY DAY

A LIFETIME OF LEARNING
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BY VANESSA OGLE
Even as Hanukkah is coming 
to a close, locals are still cele-
brating the eight-day Festival 
of Lights. 

The Neshama Chabad 
Lubavitch of Manhattan 
Beach hosted its 13th-annual 
menorah lighting on Dec. 20, 
the fi fth night of Hanukkah.

Rabbi Avrohom Winner, 
who presided over the festivi-
ties, said the fi fth day of the 
holy holiday is a good time for 
the community to celebrate to-
gether. 

“The fi fth day, in simple 
terms, represents majority be-

cause we’re already into the 
majority of Hannukah,” said 
Winner. “That gives us more 
of a fullness to the holiday.”

Kids and parents chowed 
down on holiday goodies — 
doughnuts, a traditional Ha-
nukkah sweet treat — while 
music played outdoors. Win-
ner lit the 15-foot menorah, 
which was decked out with 
glowing lights, alongside the 
community’s honoree, Igor 
Ryklis. 

Ryklis said he was thrilled 
with the nomination.

“I was ecstatic,” said Ryk-
lis, who attended the event 

with his wife and children. “It 
is a great honor.”

Even though it was a cold 
night — and chaotic in parts of 
the city — Winner said he hopes 
the community stays warm 
by remembering the ultimate 
meaning of the menorah. 

“The message that I gave 
was that the candles of the 
menorah represent the light 
of Jewish tradition, and this 
keeps us warm — it gives us 
light, lights our way and keeps 
us warm — especially during 
diffi cult times like we’re hav-
ing right now in New York,” 
he said. 

BY VANESSA OGLE
Rise and shine with Santa 
Claus!

The First Kings District 
Association Youth Commit-
tee and the Masonic Asso-
ciation for Charity hosted 
its second-annual Breakfast 
with Santa event at the Mid-
wood Masonic Temple in 
Bergen Beach on Dec. 21. 

The seasonal celebration 
included a festive feast and 
games for the kids, and the 
organizers distributed pres-
ents to more than 100 low-in-
come families who attended 
the event. 

The event was a superb 
celebration, according to one 
parent, who said Santa Claus 
was the real deal. 

“He was very sweet,” said 
Michelle Cruz, who lives in 
East New York and brought 
her four sons to the festive 
event. “He knew how to treat 
the kids.”

Cruz said her youngsters 
enjoyed the event so much 
that they didn’t want to stray 
from Santa’s side. 

“They were happy, they 
didn’t want to leave — I said 

‘let’s go, let’s go, let’s go,’ ” she 
said. 

Another parent said the 
event was a great way to cele-
brate the holiday as a family. 

“We really don’t get to 
get out too often together,” 
said Elijah Ellis, who lives 
in Queens and attended the 
celebration with his six chil-
dren.  “They enjoyed every-
thing — they had a wonder-
ful time.”

The source for news
in your neighborhood:

CHRISTMAS COZINESS: John 
Cruz holds his little brother, Jere-
mias, during their Santa encoun-
ter.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

SAYONARA, SANTA: Santa Claus waves to the crowd while he is perched 
atop his Harley-Davidson motorcycle.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

SHINING BRIGHT: Igor Ryklis and Rabbi Avrohom Winner light the menorah at the Neshama Chabad Lubavitch 
of Manhattan Beach on Dec. 20.  Photo by Steve Solomonson

B’fast with Santa 
in Bergen Beach

Massive menorah 

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

Brooklyn’s Premier Entertainment Guide
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE 
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,  
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

SANDRA DIAZ
Located near the Verrazano Bridge in Bay Ridge Brooklyn   
347-251-7423   www.diazestudio.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS 
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or  
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS 
4255 Amboy Road, Staten Island, NY  10308

(718) 605-3274

316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ  07095

(732) 750-1174  ultfash@optonline.net

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
718 698-4859  www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
BAY RIDGE MANOR 
476 76th St., Brooklyn (718) 748–8855,  
www.bayridgemanor.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT 
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,

www.casapepe.com

EL CARIBE COUNTRY CLUB CATERERS  
5945 Strickland Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 531–1200,  
www.elcaribecaterers.com

GIACOMO’S TRATTORIA 
7902 3rd Ave., Brooklyn (718) 439–6993,  
www.facebook.com/GiacomosWoodFiredPizza 

GLEN TERRACE 
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GREENHOUSE CAFE 
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200, 

www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO 
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,

www.ilfornettorestaruant.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL 
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn  (718) 788–0777,

www.grandprospecthall.com

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB 
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island 
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

NEW YORK CITY EVENTS 
Contact Dyker Beach Golf Course  
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or Pelham Bay & Split Rock Golf 
Course at (718) 885–1258 x 229,   
www.nycevents.americangolf.com

SIRICO’S  
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900, 

www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island  
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 www.theparadisecateringhall.com

DUE PONTI
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd. Whitestone, NY 11357
718-767-3100  www.dueponti-ristorant.com

FLUSHING TOWN HALL
137-35 Northern Blvd. Flushing NY 11354
()718) 463-7700  www.flushingtownhall.org

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11355
(718) 886-3800 X 201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

Lodging
HOUSE ON THIRD BED & BREAKFAST
422 Third Street, Park Slope, Brooklyn, NY
(718) 788-7171   www.houseon3st.com

Entertainment
E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT 
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Florists
FLORAL FANTASY 
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or 
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST 
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or  
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS 
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

13TH AVENUE FLORIST 
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088, 
13thaveflorist@gmail.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204

(718) 256-7434 www.18thaveflowers.com

Jewelry
TIVOLI JEWELERS 
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York

216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens,

New York

Phone: +1-718-339-4653 Fax: +1-718-975-0952

Email: info@cashforgoldbk.com

See more at: http://cashforgoldbk.com/location-2

See more at: http://cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

OKG JEWELRY
248-25 Northern Blvd., Little Neck, NY  718-423-2526 
www.okgjewelry.com   Like Us on Facebook  

Open Tuesday - Saturday

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION 
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

RJ’S LIMOUSINES 
3285 Sunrise Hwy., Wantagh  (516) 221–3040
www.rjlimos.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd.,  Staten island (718) 351-7273 
www.rddlimos.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY 
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949, 

www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO 
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill  

(888) 400–2738 or (718) 504–1970,  

www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS 
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 AVE.   718 748 2200

PILO ARTS SALON 
8412 3rd Ave., Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  
www.piloarts.com

SALON MALAVE 
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720 
www.salonmalave.com 

AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
718 979 9000  www.afbennett.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S. 
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,  
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE 
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,  
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO 
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR 
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA 
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®

 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 Luminette® with PowerGlide®

 Duette® with LiteRise®
 Décor® with LiteRise®

 Balloon Shades, Roman Shades, Austrian Shades
 Cornices, Custom Valances, Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads, Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber, Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

40 Years of Experience & Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BY HUNTER DOUGLAS

ONLINE AT:  WWW.K ARLINDECORATORS.HDWFG.COM 

Visit our second location at:
97-18 101st Avenue

Ozone Park, NY 11416
Not a Hunter Douglas Gallery

17-18 154th Street
Whitestone, NY 11357

Mon–Sat, 10am–5pm 

718-445-9393

Receive a free estimate. Please use our convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out... Our Shop-At-Home Service is only a phone call away

For Your Added Convenience 
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Your Smile Can Be Life Changing

Cosmetic dentistry / extreme makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 
Velscope, for early detection of oral cancer 
Digital intraoral photography 

Digital, low-radiation x-rays
Soft tissue laser for recontouring gum tissue
Zoom! in-offi ce whitening for safe,     
immediate results 
Diagnodent, a noninvasive diode laser that    
can detect decay while it’s still small
TMJ & endodontic therapy 

FINANCING AVAILABLE

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P, 2

Call Today to Schedule a Convenient Appointment

       Take   B   or   Q   Train
             to Kings Highway

           B68, B82 & B7

 

$
 Per Veneer

Call us today for the extreme makeover you have always wanted

B
EFO

R
E

A
FTER

fatherhood.gov
877-4DAD411

be a dad today.
Take time to

be a dad today.
Take time to

ike many freshmen, 
Mayor DeBlasio had some 
moments of glory and 

some rookie stumbles in his 
first year in office. Now, as we 
head into the holiday season of 
good cheer (and school break), 
here is a brief report card on 
his performance in some diffi-
cult subjects:

PUBLIC SAFETY: It’s 
hard to believe that major 
crime went down once again 
this year, continuing a re-
markable two-decade-plus 
slide in a city many thought 
was ungovernable in the early 
1990s. Murders dropped once 
again and all major crimes 
were down about five percent 
from last year. Even more re-
markably, all this was accom-
plished with a huge decrease 
in the use of “stop and frisk,” 
one of the key crime-fighting 
techniques of the previous ad-
ministration. Grade: A

EDUCATION: Getting uni-
versal pre-K approved in his 
first few months in office and 
then launching what is essen-
tially a whole new grade by 
September definitely stands 
out as the singular achieve-
ment of the DeBlasio adminis-
tration’s maiden year. There’s 

no doubt that getting kids in 
school a year earlier will pay 
long-term dividends. On the 
other side of the ledger, how-
ever, the mayor still seems 
to have an aversion to char-
ter schools, but is grudgingly 
allowing them to expand be-
cause they have a strong ally 
in Albany in Gov. Cuomo.  
Now DeBlasio has to tackle 
the black hole of middle-school 
education, raise the overall 

high-school graduation rate, 
work on teacher development 
and retention and, of course, 
make sure the Common Core 
curriculum succeeds.   
Grade: A−

POLICE-COMMUNITY 
RELATIONS: Some may say 
that the mayor is not to blame 
for the Eric Garner incident, 
lack of indictment and the 
chaos that has ensued with 
mass protests and the recent 
assassination of two cops. 
They may be right, but one 
of the downsides of being the 
boss is that along with the ku-
dos, comes the blame when 
things don’t go well. The 
mayor has tried very hard to 
skate between qualified sup-
port for the men in blue and 
feeling empathy for the fam-
ily of Garner and the thou-
sands of protesters who have 
hit the streets after the no-
indictment grand jury.  Gone 
are the days of a mayor who is 
absolutely, positively always 
siding with the cops; Giuliani 
and Bloomberg made an art of 
that and it invariably bruised 
the city’s minority commu-
nity at times. Now, with Al 
Sharpton back in the racial 
mix (where was he during 

the Bloomberg era?) and with 
the city’s tabloids fanning the 
flames of cop vs. citizen con-
flagration, we are witness-
ing a brush fire that may be-
come a four-alarm blaze. The 
Mayor needs to become the 
“Uniter-in-Chief” and make 
both heads of the Patrolmen’s 
and Sergeant’s unions his 
besties. Grade: D

AFFORDABLE HOUS-
ING: The mayor hired a great 
team of people, including 
Alicia Glen and Carl Weis-
brod, to spearhead his ambi-
tious attempt to build more 
than 200,000 affordable units 
in the next decade. His first 
year, he definitely set a strong 
tone and precedent with his 
hardball negotiation with the 
owners of the Domino Sugar 
Factory. But the actual num-
ber of new units getting off 
the ground in the first year is 
not on pace with the mayor’s 
ambitious long-term plan, so 
he may have to hit the reme-
dial room in 2015 to make up 
lost ground.  He also didn’t 
help the affordable housing 
cause by ham-handedly cam-
paigning for state Senate 
Democrats who lost badly in 
the recent election; with rent 

regulations up for renewal in 
2015 in Albany, he does not 
have many allies in the state 
Senate’s Republican majority. 
If a large chunk of rent-regu-
lated apartments go to market 
rate in the next few years, the 
mayor will feel like Sisyphus 
as the net number of afford-
able units actually goes down 
during his first term.  
Grade: B

LEARNING FROM MIS-
TAKES: The mayor probably 
needs to have more than a bet-
ter alarm clock to make sure 
he shows up when he says 
he will; he needs a person he 
trusts to pull him out of bed, 
end meetings or cancel un-
necessary appointments so he 
can shake his reputation for 
tardiness. And in personnel 
matters, he probably needs to 
be more decisive in getting rid 
of non-essential staffers such 
as Rachel Noerdlingder when 
their alleged misdeeds start 
dominating the tabloid head-
lines. Grade: D

Tom Allon, the president of 
City & State, NY, was the Lib-
eral Party-backed candidate 
for mayor in 2012. He can be 
reached at tallon@cityand-
stateny.com.

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE
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To the editor,
I was horrified to learn that El 

Greco, a Sheepshead Bay landmark 
for more than 40 years, was going 
to be demolished (“El Greco’s last 
meal,” online Dec. 23).

Although the owners have been 
losing money since Hurricane Sandy, 
it is a miracle that the picturesque 
and famous restaurant survived, but 
a sacrilege that it should now be de-
stroyed.

Sheepshead Bay has always been 
one of the most beautiful and peace-
ful places to relax in Brooklyn. I am 
grateful that I have a place where I 
can go and rest, and enjoy the swans, 
which I am happy are still here, 
along with the ducks and seagulls 
which float and fly on and near the 
ocean. The last thing this calm and 
quiet place needs is another high-
rise apartment building!

Can’t El Greco be declared a land-
mark and kept standing as an impor-
tant part of the borough? It could be 
used, if not as a restaurant, as a mu-
seum of artifacts and memories of 
Sheepshead Bay. Let’s not let devel-
opers ruin one of the few scenic and 
relaxing places left in our borough!
 Elaine Kirsch
 Gravesend

To the editor,
It’s Christmas week and the news 

is filled with the sad story of two of 
our finest NYPD officers gunned 
down in cold blood.  In this politi-
cally charged atmosphere and polit-
ically correct society, a high-rank-
ing chief referred to the gunman as 
a “gentleman.” This “gentleman” 
had a rap sheet of more arrests that 
should have put him behind bars 
for a lifetime. Why was this “gentle-
man” out on the streets committing 
these heinous crimes?

I believe the politically correct 
should refer to low-life cop killers 
as Fine Upstanding Citizens! These 
F.U.C.’s deserve the full weight of the 
law, and then some, when they decide 
to kill a cop. These F.U.C.’s should, if 
they don’t kill themselves first, also 
feel the wrath and pain of the fami-
lies they hurt so badly. So whenever 

one of these so-called “gentlemen” 
perpetrates a crime such as this, po-
lice brass should refer to them as the 
F.U.C.’s they truly are. 
 Robert W. Lobenstein
 Mill Basin

...
To the editor,

An “unarmed” young man was 
shot. Was that the important thing? 
That he was unarmed? Is that ever 
the important thing? 

Is the cop really supposed to fight 
back with his bare hands, even if he 
feels his life is in danger, because if 
he uses his gun and if the guy he’s 
trying to arrest is unarmed, then it 
wasn’t a fair fight? What if the “po-
liceman” is a policewoman? Still 
not allowed to shoot? She also has to 
fight fair?

If the cop is the only one with a 
gun, then it might not be a fair fight 
but it’s not supposed to be a fair fight. 
An arrest is not a duel. It’s not “Man 
of La Mancha.” The cop is supposed 
to win. You’re supposed to give up. 
You’re being arrested. Tomorrow, 
you’ll have a lawyer and then there’ll 
be the judge.

Last week we saw what happens 
when the other guy is armed. That’s 
the way it will always be if the bad 
guy has a gun. Nobody reads a cop 
his Miranda rights. It’s just, “Bang!” 
Rest in peace, Officer Wenjian Liu. 
Rest in peace, Officer Rafael Ramos.

 Stephen Finger, M.D.
 Mill Basin

To the editor,
I cannot understand why Al 

“Sharpy” Sharpton gets away with 
all his crap. He incited protesters to 
block the Brooklyn Bridge, and am-
bulances and fire trucks couldn’t 
get through if need be, just as he did 
back in May 2008 (regarding Sean 
Bell), and numerous other times. 

He likes to organize protests more 
than he likes to bring peace. A rev-
erend? 

Where’d he get his training, along-
side the Islamic State? Let us not for-
get that he has not paid the heap of 
money he owes the government, but 
he stands next to Police Commis-
sioner Bill Bratton and Mayor De-
Blasio at press talks, and spends 
more time at the White House than 
our elected officials.  Outrageous. 
Arrest the low-life already. 
 Bea Watson
 Bensonhurst

...
To the editor,

I have always questioned if Jessie 
Jackson  and Al Sharpton were really 
preachers since they have no church. 
When I heard Al Sharpton was guest 
preacher at a black Houston Church, 
I decided to check him out in person 
and see what it was all about.

I sat down and Sharpton came up 
to me, I don’t know why, maybe it was 
because I was the only white person 
in the church. He laid his hands on 
my hand and said: “By the will of Je-
sus the lord all mighty, and the will 
of God, you will walk today.”

I told him I was not paralyzed. He 
came back and laid his hands on me 
again, and repeated the same thing. 
Again I told him there was nothing 
wrong with me. After the sermon I 
stepped outside and lo and behold my 
car had been stolen. 
 Charlie Dinsome
 Bay Ridge

To the editor,
Two years ago 26 children and six 

teachers were shot dead by a loose 
cannon at a Connecticut elementary 
school. Where was the Congress that 
was supposed to represent us? It was 
so easy to go on television and feel the 
pain of the families who lost loved 
ones, but when the general public 
cried out to do something, some poli-
ticians were silent. So afraid that if 
they pushed for background checks 
for guns the National Rifle Associa-
tion would find other candidates to 
support. I really find them so heart-
less with no feelings of any kind.

Now two NYPD officers have been 
gunned down by a deranged man. 
This was not the first time this has 
happened. Are politicians going to 
be silent once again in the face of our 
local police being shot down? Who 
is next on someone’s list to be taken 
out? Jerry Sattler
 Brighton Beach

To the editor,
I’m glad that you ran an article 

(“Bus lane is slow lane, say locals,” 
online Nov. 25) based on my letter 
(“Bus fuss,” Sound Off to the Editor, 
Nov. 24), but I was very displeased 
with the Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority’s response.

The agency mentions “bus-
bunching,” called caravans years 
ago, is not unusual due to traffic and 

handicapped access. However, those 
are normal issues. It does not ex-
plain why there is a very long wait 
for a bus and only one bus shows up. 
Where are the other buses? Another 
long wait and several show together. 
It does not explain why there are so 
many more buses these days show-
ing signs stating “Next Bus Please.” 
They have few passengers and there 
is no bus for a long time after that. 
The only two reasons for this sign 
is that it is a run-off (i.e. a bus being 
taken out of service and going to the 
depot) or it is extremely late and the 
dispatcher has given the okay to play 
catch-up on the line.

I’m positive that this is happen-
ing throughout the system. The other 
day I saw four buses on the B68 line 
together at Avenue U going toward 
Prospect Park. This is unacceptable. 
In addition it is tough to get an express 
bus lane when the street has only two 
lanes in each direction and I don’t be-
lieve it would solve the problem.

I agree with reader Ed Greenspan 
about the behavior of the bus drivers 
(“Bus fuss,” Sound of to the Editor, 
Dec. 19). I’ve had some drivers who 
were very inconsiderate and rude, and 
I reported them, but do be aware of 
the tremendous stress they are under 
from dealing with people and traffic.

It is up to the dispatchers to make 
sure that the buses are running on 
time and to take action when there 
are traffic issues to put them back 
on schedule when they are running 
late. It is also up to the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority to inves-
tigate complaints, especially when 
there are several about the same is-
sue. Ronald Cohen
 Gravesend

To the editor,
The city’s carriage horse indus-

try is a 150 years old and run pre-
dominately by hard-working Irish 
immigrants. This industry has been 
under a microscope for years assur-
ing the horses are well taken care of. 
These horses work no harder or un-
der any worse conditions than mil-
lions of hard-working immigrants 
did for years making the city and 
country great. I hate to bring race 
into this, but if the drivers and own-
ers were black, I don’t think our 
mayor would be for the banning of 
horse drawn carriages and the loss 
of hundreds of jobs. Lottie Murphy
 Bay Ridge

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
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ear that slur-
rrrrp? That’s 
another hard-

won American lib-
erty going down 
the drain.

The hackers 
who brought multi-
billion-dollar Sony Pictures to 
its knees with embarrassing 
e-mail and information leaks 
must be laughing their bots 
off over Tinseltown’s mad 
scramble to nix an offending 
movie, toe the terrorist line, 
cork the freedoms at the heart 
of its entertainment industry, 
and involve Al Sharpton in its 
rapids of self-revulsion.

Mousy Sony’s surren-
der over a third-rate com-
edy about an assassination 
attempt on North Korea’s 
tubby-but-thin-skinned dicta-
tor is an atomic attack on free 
speech, and tests the inten-
tion of every American to pro-
tect his or her privacy — and 
personal exchanges, no mat-
ter how controversial — from 
an emerging thought police. 
Studio executive Amy Pas-
cal and producer Scott Rudin 

should stand by their e-mails 
— even the jokes about Presi-
dent Obama’s imagined movie 
tastes — and not grovel in 
shame to the civil rights dis-
temper society. 

The fallout from the cave-in 
could be as destructive to our 
way of life as the radioactive 
dust from Little Boy’s fireball 
that turned steel buildings 
into flour and killed countless 
people in the nuclear attacks 
on Japan at the end of World 
War II. 

America’s annoying con-
flict over her values is birth-
ing an institution of wallow-
ers and cry babies who can’t 
make up their minds about 
which ideal to keep and which 
to kick. Last week we were 
spanking ourselves silly over 
waterboarding 9-11 detain-
ees, but this week we could 

hardly care about 
protecting the na-
tional freedoms 
that define our 
ideals and are 
inked with the 
blood of brave 
Americans who 

would sooner die on the bat-
tlefield than see them fold.

Hollywood elites, waxing 
ad nauseam about the assault 
on creative freedom and the 
First Amendment, need to 
man-up on their lip service 
and pool their deep resources 
to release the film privately 
on every available platform. 
It would send out the message 
that freedom — American-
style — is not free or cheap, 
but certainly worth the fight.

The grim future of hack 
attacks depends on the will-
ingness of Americans to stop 
the self-denigration and con-
front the censors — wherever, 
however. The alternative is a 
weak subsistence in a phan-
tom nation of fast-slipping lib-
erties.

Follow me on Twitter @
BritShavana

anukkah is over, win-
ter officially started 
yesterday, and ready or 

not, here comes Christmas. 
Are you ready? Did you finish 
wrapping all the presents? 
No matter how organized we 
are or how early we start, we 
always leave out a few that 
we may have forgotten. 

Or, what do we do when 
Uncle Harry, who we haven’t 
seen in years, shows up with 
a bottle of Christmas Cheer. I 
bought a few extra 10-, 25-, and 
50-dollar gift cards for such 
emergencies.  If by chance 
we have some left over, Carol 
and I use them ourselves. No 
loss. Problem solved.

Anthony Giorgianni of 
Consumer Reports does not 
recommend gift cards. Some 
cards carry hefty fees such 
as purchase fees and dor-
mancy fees. Other cards may 
be for your favorite retailer 
that may be shut down after 
the holidays for any num-
ber of reasons, or your fa-
vorite neighborhood restau-
rant which may go belly up 
in January. I prefer handing 
out Visa gift cards. It’s highly 
unlikely that Visa will disap-
pear in the night. 

Here we go again. Every 
year at this time we hear 
from parents, unhappy citi-
zens, and a few school dis-
tricts that do not want the 
word Christmas to be used in 
and around their neighbor-
hood schools. There aren’t too 
many of them, but they make 
a lot of noise and accomplish 
their point by having the 
wording on the school cal-
endar changed. Then there 
are a few that do not want to 
hear Christmas songs when 
attending their child’s glee 
club concert in December. If 
the music teachers in charge 
are forced to change the lyr-
ics a bit we might be applaud-
ing our children singing the 
following songs:

1) All I Want for Merry 
Jolly; Festive Joyous Eve is 
my Two Front Teeth

2) I’m Dreaming of a White 
Winter Solstice   

3) Oh Giving Tree
4) It’s Beginning To Look 

A Lot Like Winter Break 
5) We Wish You a Merry 

Cold Weather Holiday      
6) I’ll Be Home For Mid-

winter Holiday Happy Giv-
ing Time 

7) Rocking Around the 
Winter Celebration Tree

8) On the First Day of Joy-
ous Time My True Love Gave 
To Me 

9) It’s a Holly Jolly Euro 
Centrically Imposed Mid-
winter Festival 

10) The Saturnalia Song 
by the Chipmunks

Just about any time this 
week we will find someone’s 
version of “A Christmas 
Carol” being telecast on one 
of the several hundred cable 
stations. Charles Dickens’ fa-
mous story was published in 
1843 and was an instant sell-
out. Almost 25 years later, our 
famous author was invited 
to read his manuscript at an 
open house in Chicago. Scale 
manufacturer Thadeus Fair-
banks was in the audience 
that day, and was so moved 
that he decided to “break the 
custom we have hitherto of 
opening the works on Christ-
mas Day.”

Not only did he set a prece-
dent of giving all of his employ-
ees a day off on the holiday, but 
he bought Christmas turkeys 
for every one of them. 

As a neighborhood re-
tailer, I quickly learned that 
the Christmas holiday was 
one of the most lucrative days 
of the year. I gave my employ-
ees their choice: 1) Take the 
day off with pay. 2) Work on 
that day and get paid double. 3) 
Work on that day and take any 
two non-holidays off with pay. 
What would you have chosen?

I am StanGershbein@
 wishing ev-

eryone a very happy holiday, 
no matter which holiday you 
celebrate. 

n this season of giving 
here is my annual “Ode to 
Ho, Ho, Ho”

T’was the week before 
Christmas and all through my 
house

Not a space was left empty, 
with no room for the spouse

My table was piled high 
with gift wrap

My floors were a menace 
and creating a trap

The buying was done and I 
was too tired to care

All my presents were 
wrapped and ready to share.

Gifts bags were placed un-
der the tree

As PawPaw and Snowy 
waited with glee

To pounce on the ribbons 
and bows with no fear 

After all, they do it year af-
ter year. 

The lights were all on — Oh 
“Con Ed” I sing

“Thanks for the watts, I 
can’t wait till spring”

My couch looked so comfy, 
so let me sit for a spell

I think I’ll play Candy 
Crush right here on my cell.

I rested my head but then 
heard such a noise

I jumped  up so quick and 
said “Not again you naughty 
boys”

But there in my kitchen 
what did I see? 

My dear hubby Bob prepar-
ing a hot cup of tea.

I laughed when I saw him, 
in spite of myself

“What a cutie” I thought 
“What a Christmassy Elf”

With a wink of his eye he 

gave me the drink
As he put the spoons and 

dishes into the sink.

We sat and we sipped and 
looked at the tree

As cozy as two peas in a pod 
could be.

Our daughter Bri was snug 
in her bed 

As visions of goodies danced 
in her head.

We nodded off to the sounds 
of the seasons

Carols were playing so 
soothing, so pleasing

I dozed for a while but then 
woke with a jerk

I thought to myself, “Who 
will do all this work?”

As I sprang to my feet and 
gave Bob a whistle, 

He guessed the summons 
and flew like the down on a 
thistle, 

“Oh well” I exclaimed as he 
sprinted out of sight, 

Not for Nuthin™ but Merry 
Christmas to all and to all a 
good night

Follow me on Twitter @
JDelBuono.

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION

A BRITISHER’S
VIEW
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’m madder than Han-
sel and Gretel after those 
darn birds ate their trail of 

bread over the fact that some-
times when you’re alone and 
all by yourself, you get kind 
of scared, and if there is one 
thing the Screecher hates it’s 
being afraid.

Look, you all know the 
ol’Screecher has never been 
scared of nothing, and I’ve al-
ways felt free to screech my 
mind at a moment’s notice, no 
matter the consequences. But 
as I get older, I find myself wor-
ried about somethings that, in 
the past, I would have never 
given a second thought.

So you wouldn’t have been 
surprised to see me shaking 
in my boots the other night 
when I was with my lovely 
wife Sharon watching an epi-
sode of “Scorpion” on Channel 
2 on the Zenith in the living 
room.

Apparently, the Scorpion 
team was trying to save a boy 
on Christmas Eve who gets 
trapped in a beach-side cave 
where the rising tide threat-
ens to drown him. It was pure 
drama, with nerve-wracking 
seconds being clocked as the 

10-year old boy is trapped un-
derwater for seven minutes 
and 10 seconds. The drama de-
pictured the constant dangers 
and the problems of the cave 
sinking during the rescue ef-
fort, and the genius of the com-
bined team to save the kid’s 
life, which it did. Bravo!

Not surprisingly, it re-
minded me not only of my 
days as a lifeguard at the Ra-
ven Hall pool in Coney Island, 
but also of my nine months 

cooped up in my sainted moth-
er’s belly waiting for just one 
breath of fresh air! Talk about 
escaping in the nick of time!

Anyways, it also reminded 
me that sometimes our seniors 
are left all alone during the hol-
idays and I reminded myself to 
remind all of youse about the 
Annye Cohen and her mom 
Shayr’s Adopt-A-Senior pro-
gram I trumpeted a few weeks 
back that was subsequently 
featured in a story by Chan-
nel 7’s Michelle Charlesworth, 
who apparently reads my col-
umn religiously just like each 
and every ones of youse! 

In case you missed it, I’ll 
recap it for you in the words 
of some of those “adopted” se-
niors who were featured on 
the television:

“I have never thought of 
a senior being adopted, and 
I feel so good about it,” said 
Mary Ann Harris-Mullet. 

And then there’s this one:
“I felt abandoned,” said Ei-

leen Kelly, who used to own 
a bar in Manhattan. “I had 
never realized it, because I’d 
always been around people, 
just people, people, people. 
Then all of a sudden I was by 

myself. It is frightening.”
Eileen gets so excited to get 

a pin or a red lipstick, while 
Roxine says she has seen her 
neighbors request and get 
something as simple as tooth-
paste.

“Something like tooth-
paste and toothbrush, how im-
portant it was to them, that’s 
so precious,” she said. “It’s 
for a lot of people that don’t 
have anybody, don’t have any 
friends come visit them, don’t 
have anybody, anything.”

Cohen, co-founder Bill 
Cowan, and their team do the 
shopping, wrapping and deliv-
ering.

“These ladies, they’re my 
family,” Cohen said. “I love 
them. We send them post-
cards when we go on vacation, 
we call them on their birth-
days, we send them little gifts 
throughout the year.”

Face it, there are those that 
do and those that don’t, so let’s 
hear it for the do-ers, because 
the others sit back, criticize, 
and complain that everybody 
else (but them) does anything 
about correcting the problem.

That brings me to our se-
ries of BWECC!’s list of do-

gooders being honored at our 
54th Gala on March 5 at El 
Caribe.

BWECC!’S Humanitarian 
of the Year Nancy Tong, a Ben-
sonhurst mom and community 
liaison at Assemblyman Wil-
liam Colton office, is the first 
Asian-American elected offi-
cial in Brooklyn and becomes 
the Female Democratic dis-
trict leader of the 47th Assem-
bly District. She also holds the 
title of New York Democratic 
State Committee woman.

Nancy immigrated from 
Hong Kong and grew up in 
Chinatown in Manhatan. 
She had lived in several dif-
ferent states before moving 
to Bensonhurst 12 years ago, 
where she has constantly vol-
unteered at her son’s schools 
over the years and eventually 
became a volunteer in Assem-
blyman William Colton’s of-
fice. Impressed by her dedi-
cation and work ethic, Colton 
hired her for a part-time posi-
tion as a community liaison in 
his office.

 So join us in honoring this 
remarkable lady, mother,  and 
mom! 

Screech at you next week!

BIG
SCREECHER
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We fixed that.

“Because of my 
diabetes I was 
getting blisters 
and wounds on 
my feet.”
Today, doctors can speed wound recovery
by dramatically increasing blood oxygen levels
using hyperbaric oxygen therapy.  Using this
technology as well as other treatments, the
team at New York Methodist Hospital’s Wound
Care and Hyperbaric Center can help save the
limbs of people with diabetes, and promote
healing of many other types of wounds.  

Wound Care and Hyperbaric Center
One Prospect Park West, Brooklyn
718-622-2608

Diabetes Education & Resource Center
263 Seventh Ave, Brooklyn
718-246-8603

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health

As men and women 
age, they can experience 
certain physical changes 
and health challenges. 
Vision impairment is 
one condition that many 
associate with aging, 
and cataracts are a pri-
mary concern for those 
of middle-age and older.

Today, more than 22 
million Americans age 
40 and older have cata-
racts. According to the 
National Eye Institute, 
by age 80, more than half 
of all Americans will ei-
ther have a cataract or 
have had cataract sur-
gery.

Cataract is cloud-
ing of the eye’s lens that 
blocks or changes the 
passage of light into the 
eye. Normally the lens is 
clear, which allows light 
to pass through to the 
back of the eye, so that 
a person can see well-
defi ned images. If a cata-
ract forms and the lens 
becomes covered in an 
opaque fi lm, light can-
not pass through easily. 
The result will be fuzzy 
vision, almost like look-
ing through a fogged-up 
window. If cataracts are 
not treated, an individ-
ual may eventually lose 
most of his or her vision.

One or both eyes can 
be affected by cataracts. 
In the case of both eyes 
being compromised, one 
eye is usually worse than 
the other.

The primary risk fac-
tor for developing cata-
racts is age. The older 
a person is, the greater 
their risk. However, 
there are several other 
risk factors as well.

• Intense heat or long-
term exposure to UV 
rays from the sun

• Certain diseases, 
such as diabetes

• Obesity
• High blood pressure
• Infl ammation in the 

eye
• Hereditary infl u-

ences
• Long-term steroid 

use
• Eye injuries
• Other eye diseases

• Smoking
Prevent Blindness 

America provides free 
information to the pub-
lic on everything from 
cataract basics to tips on 
what to expect from cat-
aract surgery. And, as 
part of its new Healthy 
Eyes Educational Series, 
the organization offers 
a specifi c online module 
on cataracts, including 
a Power Point presenta-
tion and guide. The or-
ganization shares this 
information about cata-
racts:

• Early symptoms of 
a cataract may include 
cloudy or blurry vision. 

• Lights may cause a 
glare, seem too dim, or 
seem too bright. 

• Sufferers may also 
fi nd it diffi cult to read 
or drive, especially at 
night.

• Individuals may 
have to change their eye-
glass prescriptions of-
ten.

There are no medica-
tions or other treatment 
options besides surgery 
to correct cataracts. In 
the United States, cata-
ract surgery has a 95 
percent success rate, and 
patients often have 20-20 
or 20-40 vision post-sur-
gery. Cataract surgery is 
also the most frequently 
performed surgery, of-
ten performed as an out-
patient procedure.

In Canada,  where, 
according to Statistics 
Canada, seniors will 
make up 21 percent of 
the population by 2026, 
cataract surgery is also 
frequent and well tol-
erated. Approximately 
250,000 cataract surger-
ies take place in Canada 
each year, according to 
The National Coalition 
for Vision Health.

It is widely recom-
mended to get regular 
eye exams to check for 
cataracts early on.

“By getting a com-
plete, dilated eye exam, 
your doctor can discuss 
with you the best strat-
egy to protect your vi-
sion well into the future,” 

Get to know your 
cataract risk factors

said Hugh R. Parry, pres-
ident and CEO of Prevent 
Blindness America. “We 
encourage everyone, 
especially those ages 
40 and older, to make 
their vision a priority 

by scheduling an eye ap-
pointment today.”  

Prevent Blindness 
America, visit prevent-
blindness.org/cataract 
or call its toll free num-
ber at (800) 331–2020. 

Vision impairment is one condition that many associate 
with aging, and cataracts are a primary concern for those of 
middle-age and older.
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Visit our state-of-the-art facility located at 2025 Kings Hwy 718-339-6868 www.brightoneye.com
Most insurances accepted

TAKING CARE OF BROOKLYN’S EYES FOR OVER 25 YEARS

A D V E R T O R I A L

BRIGHTON EYE
MAKE A NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION TO TAKE CARE OF YOURSELF:

START WITH YOUR EYES
Millie R. Fell, MD

It’s that time of year again 

when we all make resolutions to 

start an exercise program and 

lose those last ten pounds we 

are carrying with us for the past 

couple of years. Why not start 

with a comprehensive eye exam 

at the top of your resolution list?  

Make a checklist of all the health-

care preventive measures you 

can take to ensure that you are 

in the best health possible.  Give 

yourself a head start and make 

an appointment with your physi-

cians today.  Start with your eyes 

and make an appointment with 

your eye MD to kick off the New 

Year.

Preventing serious problems 

by early detection is the number 

one way to stay healthy.   A com-

prehensive eye exam including a 

dilated retinal exam can detect 

many diseases that are silent 

and without symptoms, the most 

common being:

-Glaucoma - every adult over 

40 should be examined for the 

risk factors for this disease

-Diabetic retinopathy - every 

diabetic patient should have a 

dilated retinal exam

-Need for a prescription 

change or reading glasses – as 

we get older our need for glasses 

changes and sometimes fl uctu-

ating vision can be simply rem-

edied with a new prescription for 

glasses.

So take your health into your 

own hands and schedule an eye 

exam with your eye MD today. 

Start the New Year off with the 

knowledge and confi dence that 

you’re taking the right steps to 

healthy living.   As we all know, 

there is nothing more important 

than your health.

Visit Brighton Eye at our state-

of-the art eye care facility.  Our 

Board Certifi ed physicians and 

seasoned staff will be happy to 

help you achieve your fi rst reso-

lution for 2015.

Happy and Healthy New Year 

wishes to all!

Clinical Associate Professor 
of Ophthalmology at NYU

 FOCUS ON FOCUS ON Health

Parents want their kids to be 
as healthy as possible. Whether 
tailoring kids’ diets to include 
healthier foods or encouraging 
their youngsters to be physi-
cally active, parents often go 
the extra mile with regards to 
the health of their children.

But as hard as parents may 
try, some health-related issues 
are diffi cult to avoid or pre-
vent. For example, even the 
most conscientious parents 
might have little infl uence 
over their children’s vision. 
Many children have a form of 
myopia, commonly known as 
nearsightedness, which pro-
gressively worsens as kids get 
older, but eventually stabilizes 
when their eyes have stopped 
growing, typically in a young 
adult’s early 20s. Myopia is 
common and treatable, but par-
ents should still educate them-
selves about it.

What causes 
myopia?

When a person has myo-
pia, light entering his eye is fo-
cused incorrectly. Nearsighted 

people usually have an eyeball 
that is slightly longer than nor-
mal from front to back, and the 
light rays that make up the im-
ages a nearsighted person sees 
focus in front of the retina in-
stead of directly on it. 

The result is that objects 
that are far away appear 
blurry.

Are there indicators 
that a child is 
nearsighted?

Kids likely won’t tell their 
parents that they are strug-
gling to see distant objects 
clearly, so it’s important for 
parents to look for indicators 
that a child might be strug-
gling with myopia. Kids who 
are nearsighted might squint 
to see objects that are far away, 
including the television.

One of the telltale indica-
tors is how a child behaves in 
the classroom. Children who 
tell their teacher they need to 
move closer to the chalkboard 
should be taken to the eye doc-
tor. Parents who suspect their 
child might be nearsighted can 

talk to their child’s teacher and 
ask if the teacher feels the child 
might be struggling with his or 
her vision. Such struggles can 
affect how a child performs in 
school.

Children who get frequent 
headaches might also be suf-
fering from nearsightedness.

Doctors recommend that 
kids have their eyes exam-
ined at six months, 3 years of 
age, and prior to entering the 
fi rst grade. But even if kids 
have passed previous eye ex-
aminations at each of those 
benchmarks, it’s best to take 
them for another exam the 
moment a vision problem is 
suspected.

Is myopia 
preventable?

Since it is often inherited, 
myopia is not preventable. 
However, treatment can sig-
nifi cantly minimize its ef-
fects. Children who appear to 
be struggling to see distant ob-
jects clearly should be taken 
for an eye exam. That exam 
may include an eye pressure 

measurement; a refraction 
test, which is used to deter-
mine a correct prescription 
for eyeglasses; a retinal exam-
ination; and a visual acuity 
test, which measures sharp-
ness of vision at close and far 
distances.

When a child is diagnosed as 
being nearsighted, the doctor 
will likely prescribe eyeglasses 
or contact lenses. LASIK sur-
gery can correct vision, but 
many surgeons are reticent to 
recommend such surgery until 
a patient’s eye has fully devel-
oped, which does not occur un-
til after childhood.

Are there other 
symptoms?

There are additional symp-
toms of childhood vision prob-
lems that might not indicate 
nearsightedness, but might 
indicate another problem that 
should result in a trip to the 
eye doctor. For example, a 
child might close one eye when 
watching television or read-
ing. This could be indicative 
that vision in one eye is poorer 

than the other.
Young children who strug-

gle to color within the lines 
might have an issue with their 
hand-eye coordination. Poor 
hand-eye coordination could 
be the result of a vision impair-
ment.

Children who tilt their head 
to one side to improve vision 
might be suffering from a vi-
sion problem that makes it dif-
fi cult for them to look directly 
down. 

Vision problems can nega-
tively affect how a child per-
forms in school as well as in 
social situations. Though such 
vision problems are not always 
preventable, parents who can 
identify them can greatly min-
imize their effects.  

Recognizing your child’s vision problem
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If you are reading this 
text, then you have your 
macula to thank.  Enjoy-
ing your new HD televi-
sion? Thank your mac-
ula again. The macula, a 
quarter-inch area at the 
back of the eye’s interior 
(retina), is responsible for 
your central vision and 
your ability to resolve 
fine details, features and 
colors.

Unfortunately, for the 
25 million Americans 
with type 1 or type 2 di-
abetes, the macula is a 
prime target for diabetic 
macular edema (DME), 
the leading cause of 
blindness and visual dis-
ability in patients with 
diabetes. Over half a mil-
lion Americans currently 
live with DME, which oc-
curs when blood vessels 

in the eye become leaky, 
causing a clear, yellow or 
bloody fluid to ooze into 
the retina.

“DME often has no 
symptoms, which is why 
it’s important that pa-
tients with diabetes re-
ceive comprehensive 
dilated eye exams on a 
yearly basis,” said Sam 
Unterricht, M.D., chief of 
ophthalmology, retina, 
and neuro-ophthalmol-
ogy at New York Meth-
odist Hospital. “Medical 
and nutritional measures 
can be very effective at 
preventing and control-
ling DME. By the time a 
patient starts to notice 
the symptoms, such as 
distortion, blurred vi-
sion, and difficulty re-
solving faces or read-
ing, the condition may 

already have reached an 
advanced stage. Fortu-
nately, over 90 percent of 
DME cases can be halted 
and even reversed with 
advanced, non-surgical 
treatments. But DME is 
a progressive condition, 
so receiving treatment as 
soon as it is identified is 
crucial.”

To diagnose DME, an 
ophthalmologist may 
use a combination of ste-
reoscopic retinal exami-
nation with headsets or 
microscopes, retinal an-
giography, Ocular Coher-
ence Tomography (OCT), 
or ultrasonography which 
uses sound waves. This al-
lows the doctor to evalu-
ate subtle details in the 
macula that may indi-
cate that DME is present. 
The most common treat-

ment for DME is focal la-
ser treatment to slow the 
leakage of fluid into the 
retina. Retinal specialists 
at NYM can now also treat 
DME with several differ-
ent injections that can 
dramatically reduce fluid 
leakage into the retina 
and inhibit the growth of 
abnormal blood vessels. 
Depending on the individ-
ual, this may result in bet-
ter vision than focal laser 
surgery used alone is able 
to provide.

“The best way for dia-
betic patients to reduce 
their risk for developing 
diabetic macular edema 
is straightforward: be 
dedicated to your treat-
ment for diabetes,” said 
Dr. Unterricht. “Man-
age your blood sugar 
and blood pressure care-

fully, exercise regularly, 
eat a balanced diet and 
maintain a healthy body 
weight and cholesterol 
level. This is essential to 
reducing risk for all types 
of complications due to 
diabetes. However, those 
who develop DME have 
an ever-increasing array 
of options that will allow 
them to stave off vision 
loss and blindness, and 
help them to maintain a 
high quality of life.” 

New York Method-
ist Hospital’s Diabetes 
Education and Resource 
Center offers a multidis-
ciplinary team of doctors, 
including ophthalmolo-
gists, specializing in the 
treatment of diabetes. To 
consult with a physician 
affiliated with the Center, 
call 718-246-8603.

Focus on Focus: New York Methodist Offers 
Treatments for Diabetic Macular Edema
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Since the advent of 
contact lenses, individu-
als with impaired vision 
have had a convenient 
method for improving 
their eyesight. Contact 
lenses are available in 
more prescriptions and 
styles than ever before, 
making them quite at-
tractive to those looking 
for an alternative to tradi-
tional eyeglasses. 

Contact lenses are 
worn by millions of peo-
ple every day. Although 
contact lenses appear to 
be a recent phenomenon, 
the concept of altering the 
optics of the human eye by 
placing an object directly 
over the cornea can be 
traced back to mathema-
tician and inventor Leon-
ardo da Vinci as early as 
1508. Some reports say 
German glassblower F.A. 
Muller used methods ini-
tiated by English astron-
omer Sir John Herschel 
to produce the fi rst glass 
contact lens in 1887. Oth-
ers say the invention is 

attributed to Swiss phy-
sician Adolf E. Fick and 
French optician Edouard 
Kalt in 1888. 

Regardless of their ori-
gins, contact lenses grad-
ually evolved from glass 
to nonporous plastic to 
hydrophilic soft contact 
lenses, which were intro-
duced in 1959. Today, All 
About Vision notes that 
more than 90 percent of 
contact lenses prescribed 
in the United States are 
soft lenses.

Because they’re so 
convenient to use, con-
tact lens are easily taken 
for granted. However, 
good contact lens care 
is essential to maintain-
ing proper vision and eye 
health. When certain pre-
cautions regarding con-
tact lenses are not taken, 
the risk of eye infection 
or more serious compli-
cations increases consid-
erably.

The best way to avoid 
eye infections and fur-
ther problems is to prac-

tice proper lens care. Con-
tact lenses come in direct 
contact with the eye, and 
these lenses can easily 
transport bacteria and 
other microscopic mate-
rial from the hands and 
elsewhere, putting sensi-
tive eyes in constant jeop-
ardy if precautions are 
not taken. Ophthalmolo-
gists help their patients 
decide which lenses are 
best for their particular 
eyes, and the condition be-
ing treated also helps de-
termine the type of lens. 

But whether a person 
is using single-use dis-
posable lenses or rigid 
gas-permeable lenses, the 
following tips can help en-
sure lenses stay clean:

Keep hands clean. 
Always wash hands with 
soap and water before 
handling contact lenses 
or any equipment. Choose 
a noncosmetic soap. Soaps 
with perfumes, lotions 
and the like can leave a 
fi lm on your hands, and 
that fi lm can then be 

transferred to the lenses. 
Once hands have been 
washed, dry them with a 
lint-free towel.

Say not to H2O. Do 
not rinse or allow con-
tact lenses to come into 
contact with water, even 
if the water is sterile. 
Remove lenses before 
washing your face or get-
ting in a shower or pool. 
The lenses should not 
be stored in water; they 
should only be stored in 
a suitable contact lens so-
lution.

Rub dirt out. While 
there are a variety of 
contact solutions on the 
market, some of which 
advertise “no-rub” clean-
ing, many eye care pro-
fessionals recommend 
that lenses be rubbed and 
rinsed regardless of any 
claims made on solution 
labels. This helps break 
up oil or other materi-
als that can stick to the 
lenses.

Clean the lens case. 
Always rinse lenses with 

Contact lens care vital for eye health

Contact lenses are convenient, but they require more main-
tenance than traditional eyeglasses to keep eyes healthy.

fresh solution. When the 
lenses are in your eyes, 
leave the empty case open 
to air dry. Routinely rinse 
your storage case with 
solution. This cleans out 
any dust or material that 
falls into the case. Dis-
card each case after three 
months.

Keep contact solu-

tion bottle clean. Keep 
the tip of the solution bot-
tle away from any sur-
faces in the bathroom. 
Always replace the cap 
to keep the solution ster-
ile. Use the solution from 
the sterile bottle, and do 
not transfer it to smaller 

travel bottles.
Use care when han-

dling lenses. A small 
tear or nick in soft lenses 
can cause irritation in 
your eyes. Discard worn 
or torn lenses, and follow 
the recommendations of 
the lens manufacturer 
and your eye doctor as to 
when to replace each set 
of lenses.

Follow doctor’s or-

ders. Your doctor may 
recommend a protein re-
moval product if your 
lenses are prone to pro-
tein buildup. Eye drops 
can rewet the eyes if they 
are dry and irritated.
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TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

A Lot of Luxury

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

2011 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
SPORT HSE

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #6400. 
43k miles. 

$39,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #8199. 
4k miles. 

 2013 MERCEDES S65AMG
$119,000

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3881. 
18k miles. 

2013 BMW 328i xDrive
$24,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 17K miles, stk 
#6101. TMU.

GL450
$32,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

G37
AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7774. 
8k miles. 

2012 INFINITI

$19,595
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES
Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 44K, Stk 
#8159.

GLK350
$19,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3824. 
14k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

2011 MERCEDES C300^

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 INFINITI M37
$22,995

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1237. 
27k miles. 

2011 MERCEDES E350
$22,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1318. 
15k miles.

MDX2011 ACURA

$21,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, 
p/s. Stk #1321. 48k 
miles. 

2011 MERCEDES ML350
$21,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5589. 
25k miles.

CAMARO2014 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #6879. 15k 
miles. 

$16,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2013 ACURA

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7918. 
17k miles. 

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

TL

CORVETTE2013 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #9700. 34k 
miles. 

$33,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 
situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for 

excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2012 Ford Fusion, 27k 1880 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515 $8,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 20k 1226 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND 
RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT 

SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $14,888 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400 
         MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,99520
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ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

$103BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 2595, 35k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

$139BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 42k miles, Stk#10534

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$15,995

'14 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

$22,995

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

$10,995
'12 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#1404

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$13,995
'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1034

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$21,995
'11 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$16,900

'12 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595

XXXX
DDDAAASSSHHH TTTHHHRRROOOUUUGGGHHH TTTHHHEEE SSSNNNOOOWWW

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2005 Chevy TrailBlazer, 81k J1066 $5,995
 2004 Nissan Pathfinder, 107k 9891 $5,995
 2005 Ford Expedition, 122k 8789 $5,995
 2006 BMW X3, 128k A75616 $6,995
 2006 Toyota Rav 4, 114k 2554 $7,500
 2010 Ford Explorer, 82k 8301 $7,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $7,995
 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995
 2006 Honda Ridgeline, 135k 4629 $9,595
 2006 BMW X5, 85k Y39624 $9,995
 2006 Mercedes R-Class, 88k J2048     $10,995
 2004 Chevy Avalanche, 88k J1462     $10,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE 
 2007 Jeep Gr Cherokee, 98k J1091     $10,995
 2010 Mitsubishi Endeavor, 54k 001305   $11,995
 2007 Toyota 4Runner, 86k 9610       $12,995
 2006 Cadillac Escalade, 100k 10464     $12,995
 2007 Toyota FJ Cruiser, 70k 62323     $16,995

1%
 IS ALL YOU PAY TO DRIVE AW

AY! W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  
EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! EASY FINANCING! ††

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766For Complimentary Pick Up
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— EINSTEIN
  adopted 12-09-10

SURE,
AT FIRST I WAS A LITTLE TAKEN ABACK 

BY THE WHOLE PEEING STANDING UP THING. 
BUT I TAUGHT HIM TO THROW A STICK 

AND NOW HANGING OUT WITH HIM
IS THE BEST PART OF MY DAY. 
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HARBOR WATCH
Fighting in some of the harsh-
est conditions of World War 
II, the men who fought in the 
Battle of the Bulge across the 
rolling hills of the Ardennes 
region gathered to commemo-
rate that event 70 years later 
during a celebration on Dec. 13 
and 14, in Bastogne, Belgium 
in a driving snow reminiscent 
of the weather here in 1944.

Current soldiers from 
across U.S. Army Europe as 
well as the leadership team 
of U.S. Army Europe Com-
manding General Lt. Gen. 
Ben Hodges and Command 
Sgt. Maj. Davis S. Davenport 
Sr., the USAEUR senior en-
listed adviser, participated 
in events including a parade, 
wreath-laying and battlefi eld 
tours alongside Battle of the 
Bulge veterans, historic re-
enactors and dignitaries 
from the region. 

The Battle of the Bulge 
started on Dec. 16, and was 
called Unternehmen Wacht 
am Rhein (“Operation Watch 
on the Rhine”), by the German 
forces. The goal of the German 
offensive was to capture the 
harbor at Antwerp, and split 
the Allied forces in half. 

In order to reach it be-
fore the Allies could regroup 
and bring their superior 
air power to bear, German 

mechanized forces had to 
seize the roadways through 
eastern Belgium. Because all 
seven main roads in the Ar-
dennes mountain range con-
verged on the small town of 
Bastogne, control of its cross-
roads was vital to the Ger-
man attack.

“When you’re a young of-
fi cer and you’re in the 101st 
Airborne Division, and you 
hear about Bastogne you rec-
ognize that it’s something im-
portant. When you hear the 
older guys talk about it, you 
know you joined a historic 
organization,” said Hodges, 
who previously served as the 
commander of 1st Brigade, 
101st Airborne Division (Air 
Assault), with a radio call 
sign of “Bastogne 6.”

Hodges walked the battle-
fi eld to see the original fox 
holes of Company E, 506th 
Parachute Infantry Regi-
ment, 101st Airborne Di-
vision. This company was 
made famous in the book and 
subsequent HBO series Band 
of Brothers. The 101st ar-
rived at Bastogne on Dec. 18 
and formed a perimeter sur-
rounding the city. Despite be-
ing out numbered fi ve to one, 
the 101st and Combat Com-
mand B of the 10th Armored 
Division, held the city and 
slowed the German advance. 

HARBOR WATCH
Enlisted soldiers from any mil-
itary occupational specialty 
with a bachelor’s degree in any 
fi eld can apply to the Enlisted 
to Medical Degree Prepara-
tory Program.

The deadline for submit-
ting the application package is 
Jan. 23, 2015. As a number of 
documents need to be submit-
ted, offi cials suggest not de-
laying. All of the information 
for applying can be found in 
Military Personnel message 
14-326.

Members of the inaugu-
ral class and coordinator of 
the Enlisted to Medical De-
gree Preparatory Program, 
or EMDP2, Dr. Arthur Keller-
mann, participated in a media 
roundtable on Dec. 17.

EMDP2 allows soldiers to 
remain on active duty while 
undergoing two years of prepa-
ratory coursework at George 
Mason University, in Vir-
ginia. The courses enable the 
students to meet the require-
ments for application to medi-
cal school and pass the Medi-
cal College Admission Test, or 
MCAT, Kellermann said.

The goal, he said, is com-
pleting the two-year prep, 
passing the MCAT, attending 
and graduating medical school 
and the follow-on residency re-
quirements, and returning to 
active duty as an offi cer in the 
medical fi eld.

Kellermann, who is also the 
dean of the F. Edward Hebert 
School of Medicine, said EMDP2 
is a partnership between the 
Uniformed Services University 
of the Health Sciences and all of 
the military services. George 
Mason just happens to be the 
school that was selected for the 
inaugural class of 10 students, 
who have just completed their 
fi rst semester.

The Army and the other 
services are investing a lot in 
the program, so only the most 
highly motivated and academ-
ically promising service mem-
bers are selected, he said.

Enlisted soldiers “have 
often been some of our most 
extraordinary students,” in 
terms of “individual achieve-
ments, he said. And, “they 
bring a maturity and a per-
spective and a commitment 
and a level of professional-
ism in real-world experience 
to their classes that make the 
whole academic experience 
more worthwhile for every-
one.”

Some of the most highly ac-
claimed alumni began as en-
listed service members, “but 
they’ve been few and far be-
tween,” he continued. 

The reason so few make it 
is because they are juggling 
family responsibilities with 
deployments and fi nding the 
time to study is an “enormous 
hurdle,” he explained. That’s 
why this program was cre-
ated.

So far, the fi rst class is do-
ing “extremely well,” he said, 
with a class average of 3.9 on 
a scale of 4. 

Three soldiers in the in-
augural class shared their 
EMDP2 experiences.

Sgt. 1st Class Joshua Rich-
ter has been in Army special 
operations unit for 13 years.

“I’ve seen sides of combat 
that are not pretty,” he said.

He wants to devote the re-
mainder of his life to “preserv-

ing life and healing.” He called 
it an “overwhelming drive.”

Asked how diffi cult it is 
transitioning from special 
ops to school, he replied that 
the “education mindset takes 
a few weeks to adjust to, but 
it’s still a lot easier than being 
shot at.”

Unlike Richter, who has no 
medical training, Sgt. Steve 
Capen, has spent fi ve years in 
the Army working as a squad 
leader at a medical company 
at Joint Base Lewis-McChord, 
Washington. His unit’s mis-
sion is fi rst-responder for 
homeland security. 

Capen agreed that a tran-
sition from soldiering to aca-
demia is a “shock to the sys-
tem,” but “you soon settle into 
the routine.” He added that 
since they’re on active duty, 
they still take physical fi tness 
tests and wear their uniforms 
to school sometimes, and 
maintain their professional 
demeanor.

Air Force Tech. Sgt. Ken-
neth Johnson has also worked 
in the medical fi eld at re-
search labs. He said the 10 
Service members click and 
called them “a dream team 
with dream coaches.” By that, 
he means they study together 
and their coaches are the fac-
ulty members who give them 
tremendous support. 

Enlisted soldiers with Bachelors may apply
MD program open

Battle of the Bulge 
remembered

REMEMBERING THE BIG ONE: US Army Europe Command Sgt. Maj. 
David Davenport speaks during the wreath-laying ceremony at the 
70th anniversary of the Battle of the Bulge. Sgt. First Class Steve Segin

OPERATION: Army doctors and a Cambodian doctor treat a Khmer pa-
tient with a neck mass. Courtesy of US Army
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HARBOR WATCH
Joyce Massenburg said she 
was taught at a very young age 
by her parents and those at her 
church and school that it’s im-
portant to help those less for-
tunate; indeed, it’s a civic re-
sponsibility.

After becoming an Army 
civilian decades ago — she 
didn’t want to say how many 
— Massenburg continued her 
volunteerism, and for that, 
she was awarded the Depart-
ment of Defense Spirit of Hope 
Award at the Pentagon last 
week.

Presenting the award were 
Secretary of the Air Force 
Deborah Lee James and Col. 
Brian J. McHugh, of the Com-
bined Arms Center.

The award honors Bob 
Hope’s values of duty, honor, 
courage, loyalty, commitment, 
integrity and selfl ess dedica-
tion, said James. It recognizes 
individuals or organizations 
who have selfl essly contrib-
uted an extraordinary amount 
of time, talent or resources 
to signifi cantly enhance the 
quality of life of service mem-
bers around the world.

Although the Massen-
burg family, who lived in Pe-
tersburg, Virginia, helped 
the needy, they themselves 
were not well-to-do. She said 
her father was a laborer and 
they scrimped and saved just 
enough each year to make 
fruit and candy baskets to take 
to those less fortunate.

At the time, she said, toys 
at Christmas were a luxury 
for many kids, but they trea-
sured the candy mints that 
were in the basket. 

“It didn’t take much to 
make kids happy back then.”

Masenburg said she was 
fortunate to have such a won-
derful family growing up, and 
she’s tried to pass that love 
and guidance on to her three 
children. They in turn said 
they’re blessed to have a great 
mother. All three attended the 
ceremony, son Will and daugh-
ters Joy and Jewel.

Values and service were 
also emphasized at her school, 
she said, recalling Gertie Wil-
liams, her fi fth-grade teacher 
at Blandford Elementary. 

“She taught us obedience 
and respect, in addition to 
reading, writing and arithme-
tic.”

Williams also took the kids 

to plays and even to a TV studio. 
The two still stay in touch and 
Williams, who is now 91, was at 
the Pentagon to watch her for-
mer student receive the honors.

Today, Massenburg is a 
training analyst at the Com-
bined Arms Center, Joint Base 
Langley-Eustis, Virginia.

As she received her award, 
her citation was read:

“Massenburg developed 
command climate surveys 
during the tour of three sepa-
rate quartermaster generals 
which aided in prioritizing ef-
forts to boost the morale of sol-
diers. She was the fi rst to chair 
the Fort Lee Federal Women’s 
Program, and successfully de-
veloped a Day of Religious Ser-
vice for all at Fort Lee.

“For 17 years, she served on 
a Community Service Orga-
nization board that provided 
Economic Development and 
Health & Physical Awareness 
Training.

“She annually participated 
with Soldiers Walk for Hunger 
and supported the U.S. Army 
Training and Doctrine Com-
mand Veteran Bingo Event at 
the Veterans Hospital for the 
Spinal Cord Injury Ward. Mas-
senburg provided assistance to 
a young captain who was as-
signed to the Fort Eustis War-
rior Transition Unit by visiting 
him, conversing with his fam-
ily, and providing recreational 

items such as magazines and 
special edible treats.

“Her contributions ex-
tended to all Department of 
the Army civilians and sol-
diers through her lead role in 
developing an Army Human 
Relations Response Course.”

Apparently, there were too 
many volunteer activities to 
fi t on the citation.

She also has been visiting 

the United Nations every year 
with others from her Delta 
Sigma Theta sorority, working 
to improve the lives of women 
and children worldwide.

And, she assisted the Army 
Equal Opportunity Offi cer 
in developing Sexual Assault 
Prevention and Response 
training.

Also, she’s been holding 
reading workshops for youth 

for 33 years in Petersburg.
In 1980, the Virginia Jay-

cees awarded her the Federal 
Service Employee of the Year 
award for her volunteer work 
with children and young peo-
ple.

She said she’s proud to be 
an Army civilian, supporting 
soldiers who do so much for 
the nation. When she worked 
at Fort Monroe, Virginia, in 
the 1980s, she said she saw 
homeless veterans sleeping 
under the I-64 bridge and that 
broke her heart, so she began 
volunteering at the local Vet-
erans Affairs hospital.

Although Massenburg did 
a lifetime of volunteering, she 
did fi nd time to earn both bach-
elor’s and master’s degrees, 
and then become an adjunct 
professor at Saint Leo Uni-
versity and Chapman College, 
both of which had branches at 
Fort Lee, Virginia, where she 
worked at the time. Among 
the subjects she taught were 
effective communications and 
human relations training.

James compared the Spirit 
of Hope Awards to the “Acad-
emy Awards for those who 
excel in giving back to their 
community, the military, and 
veterans.”

If Hope were “here today, 
he’d be especially proud of the 
honorees,” she said. Hope died 
in 2003, two months after his 
100th birthday.

Army civilian receives high praise for her civic responsibility

HARBOR WATCH
Currently deployed in Af-
ghanistan, Staff Sgt. Chris-
topher Freeman relies on his 
Army training, and support 
from his family and battle 
buddies to stay Army Strong 
while thousands of miles 
from home. 

Although being away 
from family is diffi cult, es-
pecially over the holidays, 
Freeman said knowing he 
is part of a greater mission 
puts the separation in per-
spective and helps reduce 
the stress.

Freeman, a public affairs 
non-commissioned offi cer for 
the International Security 
Assistance Force, in Kabul, 
said Army training is invalu-

able in being resilient.
He said his brigade — the 

82nd Combat Aviation Bri-
gade, 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion out of Fort Bragg, North 

Carolina — made sure ev-
eryone took part in resil-
ience training before they 
deployed. 

The brigade also ensured 
their soldiers understood all 
the policies and procedures 
of the Army, including those 
related to equal opportunity 
policies, and prevention and 
response to sexual harass-
ment and sexual assault.

“That pre-planning re-
ally set us up for success,” 
he said.

Even though he is far 
from home, Freeman stays 
closely connected with his 
wife and other loved ones, 
and is grateful for the tech-
nology that allows them to 
communicate. 

Reducing stress at holidays

VOLUNTEER HONORED

HOPEFUL SPIRIT: Joyce Massenburg, at center, winner of the Dept. of Defense Spirit of Hope Award, with her 
family at the Pentagon on Dec. 11. To the left is her daughter Jewel, who works for Congress, and on the right 
is daughter Joy, a youth minister. In back is husband Will, who works for the FBI. David Vergun

YULETIDE FEAST: Soldiers de-
ployed to Afghanistan in support 
of Operation Enduring Freedom 
are served Christmas dinner 
from their command group at 
Bagram Airfi eld, Dec. 25, 2012. 
 Staff Sgt. David J. Overson
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By Danielle Furfaro

Welcome 2015 by partying like 
it is 1999!

The level of 1990s nostalgia 
is so high right now that at least three 
separate venues in Brooklyn are planning 
to ring in the new year with sounds and 
styles from two decades ago. 

“People want to go back and revisit 
their youth and all the great songs that 
came out of that era,” said Marcus Linial, 
manager of ’90s party band the Bayside 
Tigers. 

The band, named for the school mas-
cot in iconic ’90s teen show “Saved by 
the Bell,” will ring in the new year with 
a “Saved by the ’90s” party at the Fun 
Music Ballroom in Dumbo. 

Revelers should come in their comfi-
est pair of platform Sketchers or Reebok 

pumps to dance in, as the band said it has a 
catalogue of more than two hours’ worth of 
songs from acts including Third Eye Blind, 
Smashmouth, and the Backstreet Boys.

The hams at Park Slope restaurant 
Pork Slope will also provide plenty of 
era-appropriate tunes at their ’90s party, 
courtesy of a DJ, but the focus will be on 
throwback tastes, with the kitchen cooking 
up house-made hot pockets, pop tarts, and 
pizza rolls. The organizers are also asking 
attendees to come dressed for the theme 
— which means bucket hats and JNCO 
jeans (worn backwards, Kriss Kross style, 
please), as the target audience is those who 
spent the decade poring over their Trapper 
Keeper and watching Clarissa explains it 
all, said one employee.

“We want to make a good time for 
those who remember coming home from 

middle school and getting their hot pocket 
on,” said Pork Slope manger Lopi Asch.  

Over at Union Hall in Park Slope, disc 
jockey and Steve Reynolds is no stranger 
to the era of Nirvana and No Fear T-shirts. 
He hosts the regular “Party Like it’s 1999” 
dance parties at sister bar the Bell House. 
But to celebrate 2015, he is expanding his 
repertoire from 1989 to 2004 with “15 for 
2015: A Flashback New Year’s Eve.” 

“I wanted 15 years to work with, so I 
fudged it until I came up with the ones that 
made the most sense,” said Reynolds, who 
lives in Kensington.

The market for these kind of events 
may be those hoping to relive their teen 
years, but unlike real ’90s high school 
parties, there will be no lines between 
the preps, geeks, and burnouts at theses 
dances, said Linial.

“There used to be the kind of per-
son who listened to Nirvana and the 
kind of person who listened to Britney 
Spears,” said Linial. “But now everyone 
in the audience is singing all of the songs 
together.”

“Saved by the ’90s” at the Fun Music 
Ballroom (26 Bridge St. between John and 
Plymouth streets in Dumbo, www.funmu-
sicpresentsnye.com). Dec. 31 at 9 pm. $95, 
including five-hour open bar.

Party at Pork Slope [247 Fifth Ave. 
between Carroll Street and Garfield Place 
in Park Slope, (718) 768–7675, www.pork-
slopebrooklyn.com]. Dec. 31 at 5 pm. Free 
entry.

“15 for 2015” at Union Hall [702 Union 
St. between Fifth and Sixth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400, www.union-
hallny.com]. Dec. 31 at 10 pm. $5.

Brooklyn is celebrating the new year 1990s style

Crazy, sexy, cool: DJ and ’90s music aficionado Steve 
Reynolds will DJ a throwback New Year’s Eve party at 
Union Hall. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Get jiggy wit it
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In the immortal words of David Bowie: let’s dance. 
The horror that was 2014 is finally (almost) behind us, and the only thing to do is put on 

your red shoes and dance the blues away until the year is but a distant memory. And whether 
you prefer to do that in a sweaty mosh pit or a laser-lit dance-floor, Brooklyn has a party 
to suit every musical preference. So we have compiled an authoritative guide to all the New 
Year’s Eve shows in the borough that haven’t sold out yet (as of writing; no guarantees), 
arranged in order of price for your convenience.

LAST DANCE

Let’s go crazy
Don your best velvet suit for Videology’s 

“Purple Rain” party. The bar-theater will 
screen the film and serve up Prince-themed 
cocktails followed by DJs playing tunes 
from the ’70s to the ’90s.

9:30 pm at Videology [308 Bedford Ave. 
at S. First Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
782–3468, www.videology.info]. Free.

Sing it off
Be your own entertainment at Greenpoint 

bar the Diamonds, which is throwing a kara-
oke party. Your first drink is half-price, and 
those who dress in “party attire” get free 
champagne at midnight.

8 pm at the Diamond [43 Franklin 
St. between Calyer and Quay streets in 
Greenpoint, (718) 383–5030, www.thedia-
mondbrooklyn.com]. Free.

Rasta la vista
The annual Reggae Prom returns, with 

Rastafarian rhythms from bands the Far 
East and the Frightnrs, plus selectors Grace 
of Spades and Jonny Go! Figure. Dress fancy 
and bring your own alcoholic libations.

8 pm at the Tea Factory (175 Stockholm St. 
between Wilson and Knickerbocker avenues 
in Bushwick). Free before 9 pm, $7 after.

Horn-y
Upbeat jazz and blues band the Rad 

Trads will bring its party-starting horn sec-
tion to Radegast Hall and Biergarten for a 
literal blowout.

9 pm at Radegast Hall and Biergarten [[113 
N. Third St. at Berry Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3973, www.radegasthall.com]. 
$10.

Raga-muffins
Indian classical music collective Brooklyn 

Raga Massive is ringing in the new year 
with the sound of the subcontinent. Raga 
Kids will play a family-friendly sing-a-along 
at 4 pm, followed by a marathon evening 
of music, headlined by the Brooklyn Raga 
Massive All-Star Party Band and capped off 
with a midnight jam session.

6 pm at Art Cafe [886 Pacific St. at 
Underhill Avenue in Crown Heights, (347) 
533–8662, www.brooklynragamassive.com]. 
$20.

On the John
Say goodbye yellow brick road, hello 

2015 with Elton John at Barclays. There 
weren’t many tickets left last time we 
checked, but ABC will broadcast some of 
the show live as part of “Dick Clark’s New 
Year’s Rockin’ Eve.”

9 pm at Barclays Center [620 Atlantic 

Ave. at Flatbush Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclayscenter.com]. 
$69.50–$700.

Diplomatic unity
Groove into the new year at Barbes with 

guitarist Mamady Kouyate and his Guinean 
Afro-jazz group Mandingo Ambassadors.

10 pm at Barbes [376 Ninth St. at Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (347) 422-0248, www.
barbe sbroo klyn.com]. $20.

High spirits
Stomp along to local folk-y bluegrass 

outfit Spirit Family Reunion in the cavern-
ous confines of record store Rough Trade. 
Support comes via “grunge gospel” band 
Mail the Horse and Spirit Family offshoot 
Twain.

10 pm at Rough Trade [64 N. Ninth 
St. between Kent and Wythe avenues in 
Williamsburg, (718) 388–4111, www.rought-
radenyc.com]. $35.

Chk yourself
Dance punk band !!! headlines the 

Knitting Factory’s New Year’s Eve fes-
tivities, supported by the psych-y sounds of 
Prince Rama and rapper Cakes da Killa. 

9:30 pm at Knitting Factory [361 
Metropolitan Ave. bear Havermeyer 
Street in Williamsburg, (347) 529–6696, 
bk.knittingfactory.com]. $40–$45.

Hold on
Hometown heroes the Hold Steady are 

not just celebrating the new year at this show 
with the So So Glows at the Music Hall of 
Williamsburg — the band is also toasting 
bass player Galen Polivka’s birthday. As 
such, you can also buy a ticket to a post-
show birthday party, where the band will DJ 
and give you a signed poster.

9:30 pm at the Music Hall of Williamsburg 
[66 N. Sixth St. between Wythe and Kent 
avenues in Williamsburg, (718) 486–5400, 
www.musichallofwilliamsburg.com]. $45, 
$75 birthday ticket.

Rub down
The Bell House’s monthly dance party 

the Rub is on New Year’s duty, with DJs 
Ayres and Eleven spinning danceable hip-
hop, disco, funk, and soul tracks.

9 pm at the Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. between Second and Third streets in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510, www.thebell-
houseny.com]. $50

Hey, Mr. DJ
Cameo has dance music across two 

rooms, including Morgan Geist (also known 
as Storm Queen and one half house duo 

Metro Area), disco band Midnight Magic, 
and LCD Soundsystem’s Pat Mahoney 
amongst many others.

9 pm at Cameo Gallery [93 N. Sixth St. 
between Berry Street and Wythe Avenue, (718) 
302–1180, www.cameony.com]. $50–$60.

Last call
This may be the hottest ticket in town. 

Glasslands is promising four mystery guest 
performers from the past for its final show 
ever (sniff).

8 pm at Glasslands (289 Kent Ave. 
between S. First and S. Second streets in 
Williamsburg, www.theglasslands.com). $50.

Wave hello
The Way Station’s annual New Wave Eve 

party returns, with DJ Pseudo Iguana spin-
ning ’80s new wave tracks all night, plus 
burlesque performers and go-go dancers 
from Wasabassco. Stick around for the free 
(very) early brunch at 2 am.

8 pm at the Way Station [683 Washington 
Ave. between St. Marks Avenue and Prospect 
Place in Prospect Heights, (347) 627–4949, 
www.wayst ation bk.com]. $50.

Let it go
The costume party extraordinaires at 

Gemini and Scorpio are putting on a huge 
winter bash this year dubbed “The Court 
of the Snow Queen.” The theatrical party 
will feature live jazz and swing music, aer-
ial performers and contortionists, face and 
body painting, large-scale art, and a snowy 
photo booth. Come in an appropriately win-
ter wonderland-inspired costume. 

9 pm at Irondale Center (85 S. Oxford 
St. between Lafayette Avenue and Fulton 
Street in Fort Greene, www.geminiandscor-
pio.com). $60 ($20 after 12:30 am).

Ticked off
Rhode Island alternative band Deer Tick 

is celebrating 10 years of existence with a 
six-night run at Brooklyn Bowl. Its final 
show will be on New Year’s Eve, where it 
will perform a set chosen entirely by its 
fans.

6 pm at Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. 
between N. 11th and N. 12th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963–3369, www.brook-
 lynbo wl.com]. $50.

New Year’s Eve parties around Brooklyn

He’s still standing — but also sitting: Elton John rocks Baclays Center on New Year’s Eve.
 Associated Press / Wade Payne / Invision

What a prince: (Clockwise) Put on your raspberry 
beret, get in your little red Corvette and head to 
Videology for its “Purple Rain” party. Deer Tick 
finishes up its six-night run at Brooklyn Bowl. And 
Spirit Family Reunion plays record store Rough 
Trade. 
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7717 3rd Ave., Bay Ridge  GreenhouseCafe.com  Valet Parking

718 -989 - 8952

New Years Eve 
Celebration

Choice of Appetizer
Lasagna Bolognese  Stuffed Mushrooms  Soup Du Jour 

Fried Calamari   Grand House Salad  Caesar Salad

Choice of Entrée
Roast Pork Loin

Served with Baconkraut Dark Ale Gravy
Chicken Francaise

Egg Battered Sautéed with White Wine Lemon Butter Sauce
Filet Mignon 10 oz. Cut

Server with  Béarnaise and Bordelaise Sauce
Broiled Salmon

With Champagne Dill Sauce
Twin 5 oz. Lobster Tails

Two Tails Served with Drawn Butter
Surf & Turf

5 oz. Filet - 5 oz. Tail 
Served with Drawn Butter and Béarnaise Sauce

Shrimp Scampi
Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic & Butter

All Entrees Served with Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetables

Choice of Desserts
Chocolate Mousse  Assorted Ice Cream  Cheesecake 

Tiramisu  Brownie Overload  Apple Strudel 
COFFEE  TEA  DECAF

MIDNIGHT PARTY
OPEN BAR

DJ & Dancing, 
Hats, Noisemakers,
Champagne Toast 

$85.00 p.p.+ tax & tip

NEW YEARS EVE
Early Seatings

Starting at
$38.00 p.p.+ tax & tip

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

NEW YEARS DAY
Brunch, 12pm - 3pm
Dinner, 3pm - 8pm

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCHLUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH
Karaoke Mon.& Wed. 8pm

 LIVE MUSIC
  Thurs. – Sun.

JOIN US 
Sunday Dec. 28th 
from 6–9pm
FOR AN EVENING WITH 
David Vann & Co.
*Captivating writes Jay Kelly —N.Y. Times

Call for 
Details

2003 Emmons Ave. 

718.332.6064

Join Us New Years Eve
Open New Years Day 
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By Danielle Furfaro

If your super power is draw-
ing comic book characters, this 
could become your new secret 

lair. 
Dare2Draw, a collaborative 

drawing event that aims to encour-
age burgeoning comic artists to put 
their spandex where their mouth is, 
is coming to Brooklyn Brewery on 
Dec. 30.

“It gives people the chance to 
work on their skills and network, 
not in a fanboy kind of way, but 
in a colleague to colleague kind of 
way,” said head organizer Charles 
Chenet. “It is a way to get people 
engaged and lower inhibitions.”

Just as regular art classes offer 
nude models for life drawing skills, 
Chenet invites cosplay models — 
people who dress up as superhe-
roes and other comic characters 
— to pose for aspiring artists, who 
then spend a couple of hours using 
them as a blueprint to create new 
characters. 

“It is important to learn how 
to draw clothing and figures in 
motion,” said Chenet.

The event also includes speed-
drawing contests, with prizes for 
the winners, and guest professional 
comic artists on hand to answer 
questions and look over the ama-
teur artists’ work and give them 
pointers. 

Chenet has been holding 
Dare2Draw nights in Manhattan 
for the past five years, and this is 
the first time the event will take 
place in Brooklyn.

Chenet said he decided to start 
the program after putting his own 
comics-creating career on hold for 
years while he was in the military.

“I wanted to get back into com-
ics and develop a platform for peo-

ple like me who never had a chance 
to get mentored,” he said. “I got 
pulled away from comics and art 
because I did not have someone 
in my life to help me figure out 
my road.”

Dare2Draw at Brooklyn 
Brewery (79 N. 11th Street between 
Berry Street and Wythe Avenue in 
Williamsburg, www.dare2draw.
org). Dec. 30 at 7:30 pm. $20–$25.

By Max Jaeger

Ring in 2015 in the Ridge!
You have made it through 

the holidays — now it is 
time to start fresh. But first, one 
last night of riotous debauch in 
Brooklyn’s wildest neighborhood!

If you want to catch some live 
music on New Year’s Eve, head to 
Schnitzel Haus (7319 Fifth Ave. 
between 73rd and 74th streets), 
where classic rock duo Full 
Disclosure will welcome the new 
year starting at 10 pm. The vener-
able Bavarian joint is promising a 
special menu and a bubbly toast at 
midnight.

Or file over to the Wicked 
Monk (9510 Third Ave. between 
95th and 96th streets) where hip-
hop pop-rockers Hello Brooklyn 
will usher in new beginnings 

starting at 11 pm.
Of if you would rather provide 

the music yourself, head down to 
the Leif (6725 Fifth Ave. at Senator 

Street), where you can jam with 
the Max Christopher Trio from 9 
pm–2 am. If you are feeling flush, 
$75 will get you an open bar and 
food, or you can pay for drinks 
and dinner as you go. Either way, 
noisemakers and a Champagne 
toast will be on the house.

If you are looking to be on the 
dance floor when the ball drops, 
head over to Pipin’s Pub (9701 
Third Ave. between 97th and 98th 
streets), where a DJ will be spin-
ning tunes from 10 pm.

And for the serious party ani-
mals, No Quarter Tavern (8015 
Fifth Ave. between 80th and 81st 
streets) is going to be open all night 
long, so you can celebrate until the 
sun comes up on 2015 while enjoy-
ing free food, drink specials, and 
a pinata.

By Matthew Perlman

Here is a concert you can 
really barge in on.

Brooklyn’s f loat-
ing concert hall Bargemusic, 
which has been rocking in the 
water off of Fulton Ferry land-
ing for 37 years, is hosting its 
annual floating festival of new 
works for the new year from 
Jan. 1–4. The boat’s director 
said it is a good way to follow 
up the venue’s New Year’s Eve 
Bach concert the night before.

“We’re closing out the year 
with some cheers for our old 
friend Bach, and then starting 
the new year with some new 
pieces,” said Mark Peskanov, 
Bargemusic’s artistic director.

This year’s Here and Now 
Winter Festival will include new 
works by Australian composers 
Rob Davidson and Brett Dean, 
chamber violinist Jesse Mills, 
and boundary pusher Annie 
Gosfield, whose work will fuse 
cello and electronic sounds. 

Some of the compositions 
will be having their world 
premiere, while others will be 
heard in New York for the first 
time. The pieces vary greatly 
in terms of sound and style, 
and Peskanov said there will be 
something for everyone.

“It’s going to be for all dif-
ferent tastes,” he said.

One composer who definite-
ly qualifies as different is James 
Schlefer. His work “Brooklyn 
Tsuru no Sugomori” is a solo 
composition for the shakuhachi, 
a wooden flute of Japanese ori-
gin. Schlefer, who was born and 
raised in Brooklyn Heights, has 
been playing the instrument for 
35 years and performs across 
the country.

First used by Buddhist 
monks on their path to enlight-
enment, the shakuhachi makes 
a whimsical sound reminiscent 
of water fowl, Schlefer said. His 
newest piece roughly translates 
to “life of the cranes” and is 
based on ancient compositions, 
but with a modern twist.

“This is the Brooklyn ver-
sion,” Schlefer said.

Part of a trilogy of similarly 
conceived works, “Brooklyn 
Tsuru no Sugomori” tells the 
sonic story of two cranes find-
ing each other and living out 
their lives together. The flute’s 
noises imitate vocal sounds 
made by the crane as well as 
the flapping of its wings.

Schlefer, who is classically 
trained on the western flute in 
addition to holding a “grand 
master” certificate in the 
ancient Japanese version, said 
he tries to merge the old and 
new with all of his work.

“It’s a blending of classic 
Japanese chamber music with 
western classical music,” he 
said.

And though the two dis-
ciplines are unique, they still 
share certain elements, he 
said.

“Even though there’s a great 
many differences, the expres-
sion of the human experience 
through sound is often the 
same,” he said.

Here and Now Festival at 
Bargemusic [Fulton Ferry 
Landing near the corner of Old 
Fulton and Water streets in 
Dumbo, (718) 624–4924, www.
bargemusic.org]. Jan. 1–3 at 8 
pm, and Jan. 4 at 4 pm. $35 
per night ($30 seniors, $15 stu-
dents).

Bargemusic fest features new 
work on ancient instrument

Collaborative comic drawing night comes to Brooklyn

Floating flute: James Schlefer at Bargemusic with his shakuhachi, a tradi-
tional Japanese wooden flute. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Surreal life models: Cosplayers pose for artists at Dare2Draw. Dare2Draw

Flute force

CARTOON 
NETWORKING

Welcome 2015 in Bay Ridge!
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Oldest Italian Restaurant in Brooklyn

451 CARROLL STREET    BROOKLYN, NY 11215
718.852.7800   www.montesnyc.com

Open: 
Tuesday – Friday, 5 – 11pm    Saturday & Sunday, 12noon – 11pm

Private Parties    Parking 

We Only Accept AMEX and Cash

Est. 1906

Restaurant  Wood Fired Pizza  Bar

We are now taking 
reservations for 
New Year’s Eve

Call us for menu details 
and reservations

Join us this Holiday Season

Book Your Next  Holiday Party Or Family Reunion With Us....

7410 3rd Avenue (Bet. 74th & 75th Streets)

For reservations please call 718-748-0770
www.sanchosrestaurant.com

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED  VALET PARKING

Happy Holidays to all our Friends & Customers

Now Accepting Reservations 
New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day

WE OPEN AT 12PM ON NEW YEARS EVE
A Special Menu will be served for New Year’s Eve from 4pm to 12pm

Now Booking Holiday Parties
OPEN 7 DAYS FROM 12PM ON FOR LUNCH & DINNER

 

Appetizers

Salad 

Entrées 
(CHOICE OF THE FOLLOWING) 

(Entrées served with Potato and Vegetable) 

Coffee & Dessert 

Party in the New Year

Offering two options 
(PRICE PER PERSON)

 

     Appetizer     
Plato Ibérico 

Serrano ham, Manzanilla Olives, 
Spanish chorizo, & Manchego cheese

Gambas al Ajillo 
Sautéed Gulf shrimp with garlic, olive oil, & wine

Calamares Sinaloa 
Fried calamari with mango, chile costeño salsa

     Soup or Salad     
Sopa de Mariscos 

Seafood soup with lobster, clams, mussels , & shrimp

Ensalada Mixta
Mesclun, cucumbers, jicama, mango & 

pumpkin seeds with citrus chipotle dressing

     Entree     
Zarzuella de Mariscos 

Lobster tail, clams, mussels, shrimp in lobster sauce

Pollo Madrileña 
Chicken breast stuffed with ham & cheese

Solomillo a la Pimenta 
Grilled fi let mignon with sautéed shallots, 

black pepper & brandy in a cream reduction

     Dessert     
Flan al Caramelo 

traditional fl an

Tarta de Queso 
Spanish style cheesecake

     Beverages     
Coffee or tea

114 Bay Ridge Ave. 
817-833-8865

www.casapepe.com
À la carte menu also available

Live DJ, 
Party Favors, 

Complimentry 
Champagne & 

12 Grapes
a Spanish 

Tradition at 
Midnight

New Year’s Eve
 & Day Dinner

New Year’s Eve Menu 
$65.00

Per Person

New Year’s Day Menu 
$50.00

Per Person
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FRI, DEC. 26

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, DEER TICK: Covering 

NRBQ’s album “Tiddly-
winks.” $20. 6 pm. Brook-
lyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. 
between N. 11th and N. 
12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, DUCKTAILS, JULIAN 
LYNCH, FAMILY POR-
TRAIT: $12. 7 pm. Glass-
lands (289 Kent Ave. at S. 
Second Street in Williams-
burg), www.glasslands.
com. 

MUSIC, DAR WILLIAMS: 
With special guests. $25. 
7:30 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Av-
enue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

MUSIC, NO SHOES, THE 
PLUTO MOONS: $7. 8 pm. 
Trash Bar [256 Grand St. at 
Driggs Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 599–1000], 
www.thetrashbar.com. 

MUSIC, ORVILLE DAVIS & 
THE WILD BUNCH: Free. 
8 pm. Hill Country Bar-
becue [345 Adams St. at 
Willoughby Street, (718) 
885–4608], www.hillcoun-
trybk.com.

OTHER
ART, SMALL WORKS EXHI-

BITION & SALE: Clover’s 
Fine Art Gallery presents 
an exhibition and sale of 
contemporary artwork 
from over ten artists. Free. 
11 am– 5 pm. Clover’s Fine 
Art Gallery [338 Atlantic 
Avenue between Smith 
and Hoyt streets in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 625–2121], www.
cloversfi neart.com. 

ICE SKATING: $6 ($8 on Sat. 
and Sun) plus $6 skate 
rental. 11 am–8 pm. Le-
frak Center in Prospect 
Park [Parkside and Ocean 
avenues in Prospect Park, 
(718) 594–7439], www.
brooklynice.org. 

BLOOMING NATURALIST: 
Children use fun games 
and activities to learn what 
makes birds so special. 
Free. 1–2 pm. Prospect 
Park Audubon Center 
[Enter park at Lincoln Road 
and Ocean Avenue in Pros-
pect Park, (718) 287–3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/
audubon. 

NEEDLEWORK AND 
GAMES: Join in with staff 
and make a small sampler 
and play board games. $3. 
1–3 pm. Lefferts Historic 
Homestead [452 Flatbush 
Ave. between Empire Bou-
levard and Eastern Park-
way in Park Slope, (718) 
789–2822], www.prospect-
park.org. 

SAT, DEC. 27

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, DEER TICK: Cover-

ing Lou Reed’s album 
“Transformer.” $20. 6 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, FIASCO, SNUFFY, 
MAXO: $10. 8 pm. Glass-
lands (289 Kent Ave. at S. 
Second Street in Williams-
burg), www.glasslands.
com. 

MUSIC, STEEL REIGN, SHIT-
KILL, IKILLYA: Free. 8 pm. 

Trash Bar [256 Grand St. at 
Driggs Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 599–1000], 
www.thetrashbar.com. 

MUSIC, NASHVILLE AT-
TITUDE: Free. 8 pm. Hill 
Country Barbecue [345 
Adams St. at Willoughby 
Street, (718) 885–4608], 
www.hillcountrybk.com. 

MUSIC, CHARANGA SOLEIL: 
Free. 9 pm. BAM Cafe (30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org/programs/
bamcafe-live. 

MUSIC, PJS ‘N DJS: Partygo-
ers dance in pajamas, while 
DJs Brian Blackout and 
Doctor Mister spin year-
end tunes. Free. 10 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

OTHER
CELEBRATE KWANZAA: 

Iris Wilson teaches fami-
lies about the history and 
seven principles of the 
holiday through song, 
dance, and a candle-light-
ing ceremony. Refresh-
ments served. $10 per 
family. 11:30 am–1 pm. 
Cumbe- Center for African 
and Diaspora Dance [558 
Fulton St. - 2nd Floor in 
Boerum Hill, (718) 935–
9700], www.cumbedance.
com. 

NEEDLEWORK AND 
GAMES: Join in with staff 
and make a small sampler 
and play board games. $3. 
1–3 pm. Lefferts Historic 
Homestead [452 Flatbush 
Ave. between Empire Bou-
levard and Eastern Park-
way in Park Slope, (718) 
789–2822], www.prospect-
park.org. 

SUN, DEC. 28

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, DEER TICK: Covering 

The Beatles’ album “Meet 
the Beatles.” $20. 6 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, BASS DRUM OF 
DEATH, MITSKI, SUN-
DELLES, LUSHES: $15. 7 
pm. Glasslands (289 Kent 
Ave. at S. Second Street in 
Williamsburg), www.glass-
lands.com. 

MUSIC, LEX RUSH, BS, 
OSYRIS ANTHEM, TEDDY 
SIMS: $7. 7:30 pm. Trash 
Bar [256 Grand St. at Dri-
ggs Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 599–1000], 
www.thetrashbar.com. 

OTHER
ART WEEK: Kids create their 

own stained glass window 
panel. $13 ($10 seniors). 
10 am–5 pm. Jewish Chil-
dren Museum [792 Eastern 
Parkway in Crown Heights, 
(718) 907–8833], www.jcm.
museum. 

VICTORIAN TOYS: Step 
back in time and play with 
wooden climbing bears, 
Jacob’s ladders, do-noth-
ing machines and other 
olden day whatnots -. Free 
with admission to grounds. 
1–4 pm. Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden [1000 Washington 
Ave., at Eastern Parkway in 
Crown Heights, (718) 623–
7220], www.bbg.org. 

COMEDY, COMPETITIVE 
EROTIC FAN FICTION: 
A comedy show featur-
ing 10 comics, writing and 
performing Erotic Fan Fic-
tion pieces, based on their 
whims or audience sugges-
tions. $10. 7:30 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 

COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

SAT, DEC. 27
SPORTS, HARLEM GLO-

BETROTTERS: $25.50–
$193.50. 1 pm. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN 
NETS VS. INDIANA 
PACERS: $50–$3,000. 
8 pm. 

SUN, DEC. 28
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

HOOPS WINTER FESTI-
VAL: College basketball 
tournament featur-
ing St. John’s, Tulane, 
LIU-Brooklyn, Hofstra, 
Fairfi eld and Loyola 
Maryland. $15–$56.50. 
Noon. 

MON, DEC. 29
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. SACRA-
MENTO KINGS: $35–
$3,000. 7:30 pm. 

WED, DEC. 31
MUSIC, ELTON JOHN: 

$69.50–$700. 9 pm. 

FRI, JAN. 2
COMEDY, KATT WIL-

LIAMS: $54.50–$180.50. 
8 pm. 

SAT, JAN. 3
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

HOOPS PRESENTS 
IOWA STATE VS. 
SOUTH CAROLINA: 
$15–$25. 6 pm. 

MON, JAN. 5
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. DALLAS 
MAVERICKS: $30–
$3,000. 7:30 pm. 

WED, JAN. 7
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS.BOSTON 
CELTICS: $30–$3,000. 
7:30 pm. 

FRI, JAN. 9
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. PHILADEL-
PHIA 76ERS: $30–

$3,000. 7:30 pm. 

MON, JAN. 12
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. HOUSTON 
ROCKETS: $55–$3,000. 
7:30 pm. 

WED, JAN. 14
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. MEMPHIS 
GRIZZLIES: $20–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JAN. 17
SPORTS, LIU BROOK-

LYN BLACKBIRDS VS. 
MOUNT ST. MARY 
BLUE KNIGHTS: $15–
$25. 11:45 am and 2 pm.

SPORTS, BROOKLYN 
NETS VS. WASHING-
TON WIZARDSS: $35–
$3,000. 8 pm.

SUN, JAN. 25
MUSIC, LINKIN PARK: 

$69.50–$98.50. 7:30 pm. 

MON, JAN. 26
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. PORTLAND 
TRAILBLAZERS: $35–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

THURS, JAN. 29
MUSIC, CHRIS BROWN 

WITH TREY SONGZ 
AND TYGA: $69.75–
$150.75. 7:30 pm. 

FRI, JAN. 30
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. TORONTO 
RAPTORS: $20–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, JAN. 31
MUSIC, IGOR KRUTOI 

GALA CONCERTA: 
Composer is joined by 
Russian singers includ-
ing Filipp Kirkorov, 
Kristina Orbakaite, Irina 
Allegrova, and Valeriy 
Leontiev, and more. 
$65–$955. 7 pm. 

Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

MON, DEC. 29

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, DEER TICK: Cover-

ing Devo’s album “Q: Are 
We Not Men? A: We Are 
Devo!” $20. 6 pm. Brook-
lyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. 
between N. 11th and N. 
12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, TR/ST, KLAUS, 
SOFTSPOT, BIG AL: $25 
($20 in advance). 7 pm. 
Glasslands (289 Kent Ave. 
at S. Second Street in Wil-
liamsburg), www.glass-
lands.com. 

OTHER
COMEDY, SACK MAGIC: 

Weekly comedy show 
hosted by Grant Gordon 
and Louis Katz. Free. 9 pm. 
Legion (790 Metropolitan 
Ave. at Humboldt Street 
in Williamsburg), www.
legion-bar.com. 

TUES, DEC. 30

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, DEER TICK: Covering 

Elvis Costello’s album “My 
Aim Is True.” $20. 6 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, CYMBALS EAT GUI-
TARS, KEEPAWAY, MON 
KHMER, AIR WAVES: $15 
($12 in advance). 7 pm. 
Glasslands (289 Kent Ave. 
at S. Second Street in Wil-
liamsburg), www.glass-
lands.com. 

MUSIC, MICHAEL DAVES’ 
ALL-STAR BLUEGRASS 
THROW-DOWN: With 
Noam Pikelny, Sarah 
Jarosz, Brittany Haas, and 
Mike Bub. $15. 7:30 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

OTHER
FINAL STEAM WHISTLE 

CEREMONY: Pratt Insti-
tute Chief Engineer Con-
rad Milster will blow his 
historic collection of steam 
whistles on New Year’s Eve 
for the fi nal time, celebrat-
ing a 50-year tradition at 
the Institute for members 
of the local Brooklyn com-
munity. Free. 10 am–noon. 
Pratt Institute (200 Wil-
loughby Avenue between 
Classon Avenue and Hall 
St. in Fort Greene). 

FILM, “FROZEN”: Screening 
of the Disney favorite, with 
popcorn. $5. 1 pm. Bay 
Ridge Jewish Center [8025 
Fourth Ave. between 80th 
and 81st streets in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 836–3103], 
www.brjc.org. 

ART, PAINT NITE: Students 
learn to paint while drink-
ing cocktails. Materials 
provided, no experience 
required. $65. 7–9 pm. 
Schnitzelhaus [7319 5th 
Avenue between 73rd 
and 74th St. in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 836–5600], https://
www.paintnite.com/
pages/events/view/newy-
ork/842095. 

COMEDY, THE WONDER-
FUL WORLD OF BONING: 

Continued on page 42

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

Kwanzaa queen: Dancer Iris Wilson will host a Kwanzaa cel-
ebration at the Cumbe Center for African and Diaspora Dance 
on Dec. 27. James Petrozzello

Katt scan: Comedian Katt Williams will perform at Barclays 
Center on Jan. 2. Associated Press / Matt Sayles
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Take a break from the kitchen this holiday season...
Come to us or we will come to you!

NEW YEAR’S EVE MIDNIGHT CELEBRATION $75pp - kids $40pp
Wine, dine, & dance into 2015, Wednesday December 31st from 8:30pm - 1:30am. 

Price includes pre-fi xe menu, open bar, live DJ and non stop dancing, champagne toast & party favors at midnight!

APPETIZER: Cold Antipasto
PASTA: Risotto Porcini & Orecchiette Lamb Ragu

ENTREE: (Choose One)
Lobster tail Oreganata, Salmone, Chicken Rollatine, Shell Steak or Veal Marsala

FAMILY STYLE: Panettone
DESSERT: Homemade Tiramisu

CATERING & A LA CARTE MENU AVAILABLE FOR BOTH NEW YEAR’S EVE & DAY

LIMITED SEATS AVAILABLE, STILL TAKING RESERVATIONS

LIMITED DATES AVAILABLE IN OUR BANQUET ROOMS FOR YOUR HOLIDAY PARTIES
30–200 PEOPLE

INQUIRE ABOUT BUCKEY’S 3 HOUR COCKTAIL PARTY 
$40 PER PERSON

For information and reservations 718-998-4222

www.buckleyscaterers.com

$24.95$14.75 $19.75

NEW CORNER RESTAURANT

IS NOW CONSIDERED A LANDMARK

RESTAURANTCOLANDREA
EST. 1936

$28.00

$26.95
$29.95

FO

UNDED OVER78
 YEARS

Voted Top 5 Best Old Fashioned Italian-American 
Restaurant in Brooklyn by Critic Robert Sietsema

New York
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Sex educator and funny 
lady Lux Alptraum teams 
up with comedians to take 
a tour of classic funny sex 
education videos. $8. 7:30 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

COMEDY, “THE FANCY 
SHOW”: Producers Mi-
chael Joyce, Langston Ker-
man, Lane Pieschel, Sim-
mons McDavid, and Jenny 
Zigrino share the stage 
with local talent. Free. 8 
pm. Bar Reis [375 Fifth Ave. 
between Fifth and Sixth 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 
974–2412]. 

MOVIE TRIVIA: Six rounds, 
including famous movie 
quotes, not so famous 
movie quotes, and Nicolas 
Cage quotes. Free. 8:30 
pm. Videology (308 Bed-
ford Ave. at S. First Street 
in Williamsburg), www.vid-
eology.info. 

WED, DEC. 31

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, THE BARNSTORM: 

New Year’s Eve party. 
Free. 8 pm. Hill Country 
Barbecue [345 Adams St. 
at Willoughby Street, (718) 
885–4608], www.hillcoun-
trybk.com. 

OTHER
NEW YEAR’S EVE FIRE-

WORKS: Start the celebra-
tion early with entertain-
ment, hot refreshments 
and the fi rework extrava-
ganza at midnight. Free. 
11 pm. Grand Army Plaza 
(Union Street between 
Flatbush Avenue and Pros-
pect Park West in Park 
Slope). 

EYES WIDE OPEN MAS-
QUERADE BALL: Mas-
querade ball with guests 
wearing “Eyes Wide 
Open”-themed costumes, 
featuring a four hour open 
bar, a DJ, and an aerial 
performer. $150. 9 pm. 
Brooklyn Winery [213 N. 
Eighth St. between Driggs 
and Roebling avenues in 
Williamsburg, (347) 763–

Continued from page 40 

STATEN ISLAND 718.447.8000
1250 HYLAN BLVD. (SUITE 88) SI, NY

BROOKLYN 718.769.2000 
1702 SHEEPSHEAD BAY RD.
WWW.LIFEMADEALITTLEEASIER.COM

FIND US:
LIFEMADEALITTLEEASIER

LIFEMADEALITTLEEASIER
#LIFEMADEALITTLEEASIER

START VAPINGST   P SMOKING
Start a new healthier life

STARTING KIT 
Starts at $30
The kit includes 650 battery with a tank, 
charger and pouch. Juice not included.

Kennedy’s
Breezy Point

New Loft Space accommodates 50 guests
Live Jazz Dinner music every Friday & Saturday 6–9pm

Visit us on the web at 

kennedysbreezypoint.com

For more information and reservations call 

718-945-0202

DINNER SERVED 

Tuesday–Thursday 5–10pm  Friday and Saturday 5–11pm

Sunday 4–9pm  CLOSED MONDAY

Reserve Now for Holiday Parties!

Now Accepting Reservations

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS: 

718-945-0202

LUNCH MENU RESUMING

1506], www.bkwinery.com. 

THURS, JAN. 1

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, ZOSO: The Ultimate 

Led Zeppelin Experience: 
Led Zeppelin cover band 
performs the rock band’s 
greatest hits. $10. 6 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

FRI, JAN. 2

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, ZOSO: The Ultimate 

Led Zeppelin Experience: 
Led Zeppelin cover band 
performs the rock band’s 
greatest hits. $12 ($10 in 
advance). 6 pm. Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, SEAN SCHULICH’S 
PHUNKY PHLOOT AND 
ALPHA MOSAIC: Free. 9 
pm. BAM Cafe (30 Lafay-
ette Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene), www.bam.
org/programs/bamcafe-
live. 

OTHER
LIGHT IT UP: Many holiday 

traditions use light in this 
dark time of year. Come 
learn the science behind 
light bulbs, and safely 
experiment with electric-
ity using common objects 
in strange and fun ways. 
Free with museum admis-
sion. 1:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

COMEDY, THE SHAME 
GAME: Join comedians 
Giulia Rozzi, Krystyna 
Hutchinson, Emma Will-
mann, and Sabrina Jalees 
in a storytelling competi-
tion to see whose story is 
worthy to be crowned King 
or Queen of Shame. $10 
($8 in advance). 8:30 pm. 

Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

SAT, JAN. 3

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, JARFLOWER, LIZ-

ARD PIZZA, FORGET 
THIS: $10 ($8 in advance). 
8 pm. Rock Shop [249 
Fourth Ave. between Car-
roll and President streets 
in Park Slope, (718) 230–
5740], www.therocksho-
pny.com. 

MUSIC, MOTEL POOLS, THE 
MIDNIGHT HOLLOW, LAS 
ROSAS: $10. 8 pm. Baby’s 
All Right [146 Broadway 
between Bedford and Dri-
ggs avenues in Williams-
burg, (718) 599–5800], 
www.babysallright.com. 

MUSIC, JUDD NIELSEN: 
Free. 9 pm. BAM Cafe (30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org/programs/
bamcafe-live. 

MUSIC, ’90S HIP-HOP AND 
R&B SING-ALONG: R&B 
music videos from the 
1990s, with the lyrics on 
screen so friends can sing, 
rap, and dance along to-
gether. $10. 9 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

MUSIC, LLOYD H MILLER: 
Children join in for a sing-
a-long. Free. 11 am–noon. 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

OTHER
SUBWAY SAFARI: Kids learn 

about the many animals 
that sleep underground in 
the winter to keep warm, 
with games and hands-
on activities. Free with 
museum admission. 11:30 
am–noon. New York Tran-
sit Museum [Boerum Place 
at Schermerhorn Street 
in Downtown, (718) 694–
1600], www.mta.info/mta/
museum. 

QUADRANTIDS METEOR 
SHOWER: Children use 
telescopes and binocu-
lars to observe specifi c 
astronomical events. All 
equipment is provided. 
Free. 6 pm. Salt Marsh Na-
ture Center [3302 Avenue 
U in Marine Park, (718) 
421–2021]. 

• •
Happy  

New Year
from the staff of  
Jordan’s Lobster 

SERVICING BROOKLYN SINCE 1938

AND RETAIL MARKET
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Christmas Eve
Feast of the Seven Fishes
 Prix Fixe Menu $38.95pp

(A la carte menu also available – Reservations Suggested)

New Year´s Eve
Pre-Ball Drop Prix Fixe $38.95pp

(A la carte menu also available – Reservations Suggested)

Midnight Extravaganza $110pp
Live DJ by Trio Entertainment and Dancing

Open Bar, Midnight Toast and Party Favors

4 course menu 

(including Filet Mignon, Rack of Lamb and Branzino)

(Requires tickets purchased in advance – 

taxes and service charge additional)

New Year´s Day
Prix Fixe Menu $26.95pp

(A la carte menu also available – Reservations Suggested)

New Year´s Day
Prix Fixe Menu $26.95pp

(A la carte menu also available – Reservations Suggested)

New Year´s Eve
Pre-Ball Drop Prix Fixe $38.95pp

(A la carte menu also available – Reservations Suggested)

Midnight Extravaganza $110pp
Live DJ by Trio Entertainment and Dancing

Open Bar, Midnight Toast and Party Favors

4 course menu 

(including Filet Mignon, Rack of Lamb and Branzino)

(Requires tickets purchased in advance – 

taxes and service charge additional)

4 course menu 

(including Filet Mignon, Rack of Lamb and Branzino)

(Requires tickets purchased in advance – 

taxes and service charge additional)

TURKISH RESTAURANT

www.mygyro.com

FREE DELIVERY
11 AM–11 PM

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
11 AM–Midnight

WE ALSO SPECIALIZE IN CATERING

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1994
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VIETNAMESE CUISINE Grill & Bar
Open 7 Days: Mon.-Thurs. 11:00am-10:00pm, Fri. & Sat. 11:00am-11:00pm, Sunday 12:30pm-10:00pm

10% OFF
ALL DELIVERIES

FREE DELIVERY 
MINIMUM $8.00

4521 Avenue N Brooklyn, NY 11234

93 University Place
New York, NY 10003
(Between 11th & 12th Street)
212-982-3691
www.saigonmarketnyc.com

HAPPY HOUR

MON - FRI : 4PM - 6:30PM

15% OFF
ALL DRINKS & APPETIZERS 

(TOP SHELF INCLUDED)

GRAND OPENING

MANHATTAN SISTER LOCATION

15% OFF 
YOUR ENTIRE 

ORDER
DINE IN ONLY
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S tanding O wishes 
all its readers a 
Merry Christmas, 

Happy Kwanzaa, Happy 
Hanukkah and a New 
Year full of joy, peace, 
and health. 

Each week Standing 
O shouts out to the best 
in the borough, giving a 
well-deserved pat on the 

back to all in our com-
munity who go above 
and beyond in their 
charity, good deeds, acts 
of kindness and accom-
plishments. 

This week the Stand-
ing O family at CNG 
wishes all “Stand up, 
stand out, and a ‘Stand-
ing Ho, Ho, Ho.” 

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

Happy holly, jolly holidays to all!

SANTA PAWS: Archie Taleporos cozies up under the tree.

BOYS IN RED: Nicolas Sanz meets the jolly old elf.

MERRY SMILES: From left, Calvin, Gregory, and Amanda Basdeo with the Christmas tree. Angelique and Joshua Soto and Kris Kringle smile for the camera. Three-month-old Zakariah 
Ogle takes a seat on Santa’s lap.

LITTLE ELF: Gianna Alexa Magluilo visits Santa Claus.

NORTH POLE CUTIE: Bradley Brooks
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888-847-1024

ELECTRIC POWER-
ASSISTED STEERING

PROJECTOR LASER-CUT 
HEADLAMPS

LED TAIL LAMPS

REARVIEW CAMERA
STANDARD

Auto, V6 3.5L, AWD, SYNC Voice System, Satellite Radio, 3rd Row Seating

**

Lease based on 24 mos w/$3,295 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter.  
MSRP $34,555, VIN FGB21329. Includes $1,500 RCL Bonus Cash & $1,000 Lease Conquest Rebate. Must qualify for $1,000 Competitive Lease Cash.

Lease for

per 
mo

$199
New 2015 

FORD 
EXPLORER

SYNC Voice System, Satellite Radio, 3
/$ f $ f

5

ER

Why choose a new

LEASE A New 2015 FORD FUSION SE
Auto, 4 Cyl 2.5L, Aluminum Wheels, Bluetooth
Lease based on 24 mos w/$2,995 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 
bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. 
thereafter. MSRP $24,760, VIN F5108188. Includes $1,000 Lease 
Conquest Cash, $750 RCL Bonus Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 
Competitive Lease Cash. per 

month

$89

ELE
ASS

PROJECTO
HEADLAMP

AMPS

W CAMERA
RD

5 AVAILABLE ENGINES
TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS

37 MPG GAS**

41 MPG HYBRID***
up to

2015 Ford Fusion2015 Ford Fusion

612 86TH STREET,  BROOKLYN, NY 11228
ONLINE 24/7 AT BAYRIDGEFORD.COM

p

*Not all will qualify. Lessee may be responsible for excess wear and tear at lease end. See dealer for details.  
**2014 EPA estimate hwy for 1.5L 4 cyl EcoBoost engine. ***2014 EPA estimate for 2.0L hybrid engine.  

†2014 EPA estimates. Actual mileage may vary.  Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1017929.  
Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7111183. Lease offers expire 12/31/14.

Auto, 4 Cyl 2.5L, FWD, Bluetooth, Backup Camera, Cruise
Lease based on 24 mos w/$2,595 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter.  
MSRP $23,505, VIN FUA55492. Includes $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash, $1,250 Lease Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 Competitive Lease Cash.

WD Bl t th B k C C i

Lease for

per 
mo

*$99
New 2015 

FORD 
ESCAPE S 31 

MPG

up to
†

Auto, V6 3.5L, AWD, Bluetooth, Reverse Sensors, Spoiler
Lease based on 24 mos w/$2,995 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter. MSRP $32,195, 

VIN EBB51059. Includes $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash, $2,750 Lease Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 Competitive Lease Cash.

Lease for

per 
mo

*$189
$ , q , $

WD Bluetooth Reverse Sensors Spo

New 2014 
FORD 

EDGE SE 25 
MPG

up to
†

BAY WAY

Year-End

the

This month, get a great deal on all remaining 2014 models!Why choose a newWh h This month, get a great dThis month get deal on allgreat deal on all rgre t de l on ll rdeal on all r

23 
MPG

up to
†
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• ‘I was just trying to 
match their intensity.’

• ‘We didn’t play as 
poorly as the 
score looked.’

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
As dominant as Shamorie 
Ponds was against the Rail-
splitters, even he needed a lit-
tle help to fi nally put Abraham 
Lincoln away. 

The Thomas Jefferson 
guard was sensational, scor-
ing a game-high 36 points, 
grabbing 11 rebounds and 
dishing out 11 assists. He also 
put his team immediately 
back ahead after Lincoln took 
its only two leads of the game. 

Still, Lincoln was still 
within six points with two 
minutes remaining. Jeffer-
son turned the ball over twice 
and Ponds missed a jumper on 
the next possession. Rasheem 
Dunn was there to rescue the 
Orange Wave. He soared be-
tween two defenders for the re-
bound and put it back for the 
basket and the foul. 

“That was the play of the 
game,” said Jefferson coach 
Lawrence “Bud” Pollard. “We 
never looked back after that.”  

The Orange Wave followed 
with a run to close out a 98–86 
victory over rival and visit-
ing Lincoln in Public School 
Athletic League Brooklyn 
AA boys’ basketball on Dec. 
18. Dunn scored 15 points and 
Jaquan McKennon added 13 
points and 10 assists in a vic-
tory that moved undefeated 
Jefferson (6–0) into sole pos-
session of fi rst place. 

“This game is very impor-
tant,” Dunn said. “They are 
our rivals. We go back and 
forth with them.”

Ponds certainly treated 
the contest that way. The star 
junior did everything in his 
power to make sure it didn’t 
get away after Lincoln (6–1) 
went on a 21–3 run to erase a 
17-point third-quarter defi -
cit. The Railsplitters briefl y 
grabbed a 59–58 lead on three-
pointer by freshman Tyler 

Bourne with 45 seconds left in 
the third quarter, but it didn’t 
last long. 

Ponds scored fi ve points 
in three seconds. He drained 
a three-pointer, stole the en-
suing inbounds pass and laid 
it in to put Jefferson up 63–59 
with 36 ticks remaining in the 
frame. Ponds feels very com-
fortable imposing his will on 
games.

“I was just trying to match 
their intensity,” Ponds said. 
“Their crowd was into it and 
our crowd was into it.” 

Lincoln again took a one-
point lead on a three-pointer 
early in the fourth by Bourne, 
who had 13 points. Ponds im-
mediately answered with a 
three-point play that ignited 
an 8–0 Jefferson run to in-
crease its lead to 73–65. Rail-
splitters coach Kenny Pret-
low was happy with his young 
team’s fi ght, but knows that it 
will have to do a better job con-

taining Ponds in future meet-
ings.

“Kidnap him, don’t let him 
get to the game.” Pretlow said 
jokingly of his revised strat-
egy. “He’s the best player in 
the city right now.” 

Junior forward Jahlil 
Tripp led Lincoln with 24 
points and freshman Paul 
Person added 13. The Rail-
splitters, who missed 15 free 
throws, dug a 10–2 hole from 
the start as Jefferson con-
nected on three of its seven 
three-pointers in the game’s 
fi rst 1:30. It left Lincoln con-
stantly playing catch up.

“We thought we had them 
at one point, and then they 

BY MICHAEL RANDAZZO 
St. Joseph’s Brooklyn men’s 
and women’s basketball 
teams did not disappoint in 
front of a standing-room-only 
crowd at the newly opened 
Hill Center. The Bears won 
both ends of a doubleheader 
against their sister school, St. 
Joseph’s Long Island.

The seventh annual East 
vs. West matchup, with 
Brooklyn’s Bears and Lady 
Bears facing the Golden Ea-
gles of Long Island, was a fi t-
ting backdrop to the Hill Cen-
ter’s opening ceremonies on 
Dec. 18. 

In the evening’s fi rst 
game, the Lady Bears se-
cured the school’s fi rst-ever 
Hill Center win, a 69–58 de-
cision over the Golden Ea-
gles. Led by senior forward 
Samantha Retas’s 14 points 
and 17 rebounds, St. Joseph’s 
Brooklyn closed out the fi rst 
half on a 12–0 run to take 
a 36–19 lead into intermis-
sion. The Lady Bears (4–3) 
maintained a double-digit 
advantage throughout to 

help capture the team’s sec-
ond straight win against the 
Golden Eagles (2–7).

In the nightcap, St. Joe’s 
Brooklyn men’s team (7–3) 
trailed visiting St. Joe’s (5–5) 
for much of the game, at one 
point falling behind by 13 
points. With Brooklyn star 
forward Michael Megafu in 
foul trouble, senior guard 
Vernon Maddox led the Bears 
to a 69–66 win with 19 points 
and fi ve assists.

Maddox, generously listed 
at 5-foot-7, scored St. Joe’s 
Brooklyn’s fi nal fi ve points, 
giving his team the lead on a 
three-pointer with one min-
ute left. He converted two 
crucial free throws with nine 
seconds remaining to seal 
the Bears’ third-straight se-
ries win and complete the 
hometown sweep.

The Golden Eagles’ Sean 
McCarthy led all scorers with 
23 points, including fi ve of 10 
from three-point range as St. 
Joe’s Long Island hit on 13 of 
30 attempts from downtown. 

— Thomas Jefferson star Shamorie Ponds after a 
particularly intense play against Lincoln — Xaverian coach Jack Alesi on his 

team’s loss to St. Francis Prep

Continued on page 50 Continued on page 50

WIN-WIN: St. Joseph’s College Brooklyn christened the newly opened 
Hill Center with a pair of victories over sister school St. Joseph’s Col-
lege Long Island on Dec. 18. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

TRIPLE-TEAMED: (Above) Thomas 
Jefferson’s Shamorie Ponds looks 
for an open teammate while being 
pressured by the Lincoln defense. 
(Right) Abraham Lincoln’s junior 
forward Jahlil Tripp drives to the 
hoop against Jefferson. 
 Photos by Joseph Staszewski

St. Joseph’s 
sweeps hoops 
doubleheader

Lincoln wiped out 
by Orange Wave  

Big night from Ponds puts Jefferson past rival Lincoln 
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T he Abraham Lincoln–
Thomas Jefferson ri-
valry began a new 

chapter last week. 
It’s one without coach 

Dwayne “Tiny” Morton pa-
trolling the Lincoln side-
lines for the fi rst time in two 
decades, without Lincoln 
having an All-American-
caliber star, and one where 
Jefferson plays the role of 
favorite for the fi rst time 
among two of the city’s pre-
mier boys’ basketball pro-
grams.

A lot has changed in less 
than a year, including many 
of the faces on both sides, but 
the intensity, fan interest, 
and level of play have not. 

“Between us it is always 
going to be a good intense 
game,” said Jefferson junior 
guard Shamorie Ponds.

Jefferson gutted out a 
98–86 victory Dec. 18 in 
front of a raucous standing-
room-only crowd in East 
New York. The game was in-
tense, clean, and dramatic. 
It was everything hoops in 
the fi ve boroughs is about. 

“We have a young team 
and they really aren’t used to 
a hostile environment,” said 
Lincoln junior Jahlil Tripp. 

Orange Wave coach Law-
rence “Bud” Pollard called 
himself the “Big Dog” in 
Brooklyn in March after his 
team sent highly-favored 
Lincoln home in the Pub-
lic School Athletic League 
Class AA semifi nals. Pol-
lard can bark even louder 
now that he has the best 
player on the fl oor in Ponds. 
The junior had 36 points, 11 
rebounds and 11 assists and 
made multiple key shots in 
last week’s game.

“He feeds off that,” Pol-
lard said of Ponds’s reaction 
to the big stage. “He loves 
the thrill and the villain. 
He loves that. I thought he 
played well today. He has 
the heart and courage.”

Ponds shined the bright-
est in the contest, but Lincoln 
may have found its stars of 
the future in Tripp and fresh-
man guard Tyler Bourne. 
They combined for 37 points. 
Tripp controlled the paint 
and Bourne played with a 

poise beyond his years. 
“He had a great game.” 

Lincoln coach Kenny Pret-
low said of Bourne. “He hit 
shots, came up with a big 
steal and put us up twice. 
“He’s playing phenomenal 
for a freshman.”

While the game cer-
tainly lived up to the rival-
ry’s standards, not having 
Morton and a cast of Divi-
sion-I stars on the other side 
certainly lessened the ten-
sion between the programs. 
Jefferson and Pollard had 
struggled to beat the Mor-
ton-led version of Lincoln, 
including a loss in the city 
fi nal two years ago. Pollard 
had nothing but praise for 
what Pretlow is doing with 
his group.

“I don’t see any let down 
in that program,” Pollard 
said. “He’s doing a lot more 
with less talent over there.”

This was just the opening 
act of possibly two or three 
more meetings between 
two teams that will only 
get better. There is plenty to 
look forward too, like lead 
changes, dagger threes, an-
imated coaches, and two 
groups of players looking to 
leave their marks. 

“I know Jefferson is a 
title contender, but I think 
we hung in there,” Pretlow 
said. “We showed fi ght and 
we took the lead twice. This 
is going to help them get 
better.”

All signs point to the 
games and the rivalry get-
ting better, as well. 

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK
It was not a good night for 
Xaverian coach Jack Alesi 
and his squad last Friday at St. 
Francis Prep. 

The team missed foul shots 
and failed to get its offense 
fl owing in the Clippers’ 59–44 
loss to the Terriers in Brook-
lyn-Queens boys’ basketball. 
Alesi blamed himself for the 
performance. 

“I think it’s poor coaching. 
I put it on me,” he said. “Right 
now, we are not playing as 
crisply as we would like to. We 
just need to do a better job.”

The play of St. Francis Prep 
senior Shane Herrity didn’t 
help the Clippers either. He 
scored 17 of his 21 points in the 
second half, and started off 
the third quarter with six of 
St. Francis Prep’s eight points 
to give the Fresh Meadows 
school a 35–28 lead. Alesi said 
Herritty’s play really hurt the 
Clippers.

“He’s a good player,” he 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Brooklyn athletes again 
brought their best to the girls’ 
soccer pitch this season. 

Grand Street rode a young 
roster to a division title, while 
Brooklyn Tech relied on a 
mix of young and old to win 
its league. St. Saviour nearly 
scripted the perfect story line, 
but fell one win shy of a Brook-
lyn-Queens Class A crown af-
ter the program just two years 
after it nearly didn’t fi eld 
a team. Fontbonne, Bishop 
Kearney and St. Edmunds 
again had strong seasons, and 
Poly Prep held its own in the 
Ivy League. 

Here are the people who 
made it all happen and we con-
sider Brooklyn’s best:  

All-Brooklyn Girls’ Soc-

cer Player of the Year: Joc-
elyn Aguilar, Grand Street  

The junior midfi elder con-
tinues to prove she is arguably 
the borough’s best offensive 
player. The speedy, athletic 
Aguilar led the Public School 
Athletic League in points 
with 37 goals and 27 assists. 
Her leadership helped bring 
a young team together and 
helped the win a division title.  

All-Brooklyn Girls’ Soc-

cer Coach of the Year:  An-
dre Lamy, Grand Street 

Lamy’s task was to mold his 
established stars with an infl ux 
of talented youth. It wasn’t al-
ways easy, but his tough love 
and high expectations led to 

one of the best years in program 
history. The Wolves won a divi-
sion title and nearly knocked 
off a Staten Island squad in the 
postseason. A bright future lies 
ahead for the program with 

Xaverian out of sync in loss to Terriers 

HIGH FLYER: Nyontay Wisseh takes a layup for Xaverian against St. Fran-
cis Prep. Photo by Robert Cole

Clippers clipped

All-Brooklyn girls’ soccer honors

New-look Lincoln, 
Jefferson rivalry 
lives up to billing 

GRAND PROSPECTS: Grand Street’s Jocelyn Aguilar is our pick for Play-
er of the Year. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Continued on page 50

Continued on page 50
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SPORTS

BAY WAY

Year-End

the
Get a great deal at Bay Ridge Ford before 2014 is over!Get a great deal at Bay Ridge Ford beforGet gre t de l t B Ridge Ford beforre 2014 is over!re 2014 is over!

888-847-1024
612 86TH STREET,  BROOKLYN, NY 11228
ONLINE 24/7 AT BAYRIDGEFORD.COM

See dealer for details. All taxes, tags, and fees not included. Subject to vehicle insurance and availability. 
Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1017929. Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7111183. Offers expire 12/31/14.

2013 Ford E-250 Cargo Van

Auto, 4.6L V8, 
10,379 Miles, 
STK A25674

2009 Nissan Altima Coupe S 

CVT, 2.5L 4 Cyl, 
64,599 Miles, 
STK P1372
$12,995

2013 Nissan Versa S

Auto, 1.6L 4 Cyl, 
34,284 Miles, 
STK P1373
$10,995

2009 Nissan Murano S AWD

CVT, 3.5L V6, 
65,672 Miles, 
STK P1371
$14,995 $20,995

2011 Toyota Camry L

Auto, 2.5L 4 Cyl, 
47,027 Miles, 
STK P1369
$12,995

2011 Toyota Camry L

Aut
47,
ST
$1

2014 Ford E-350 Wagon XLT
Auto, 5.4L V8, 
25,099 Miles, 
STK A14585
$23,995

A
25
S
$2$

Donations collected by

at the Kings County Showroom

C O U N T Y

†

C O U N T Y

2007 Chrysler Sebring Touring

2014 Dodge Journey SXT

2012 Chrysler 200 Touring 2014 Jeep Compass Sport 4x4

$8,990

$18,400

$12,500 $16,790

Auto, 2.7L V6, 
25,973 Miles, 
STK T01025

Auto, 3.6L V6, 
19,088 Miles, 
STK P0966

Auto, 2.4L 4 Cyl, 
39,261 Miles, 
STK T01068

2013 Chrysler 300C

$21,900

Auto, 5.7L V8, 
25,479 Miles, 
STK P01021

Auto, 2.4L 4 Cyl, 
24,800 Miles, 
STK P01023

2014 Dodge Charger SE

$18,500

Auto, 3.6L V6, 
21,327 Miles, 
STK P01071

B R O O K L Y N C H R Y S L E R . C O M2286 Flatbush Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11234 866-753-0895

†Must bring in coat upon arrival to dealership to qualify for this offer.  All taxes, tags, and fees not included. Subject to vehicle insurance and availability.  
See dealer for details. Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1435478, Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7114167. Offers expire 12/31/14.

ataHoliday Drive
Receive $15 off your next service when you donate a coat this winter! 
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Lamy at the helm.
All-Brooklyn Girls’ Soc-

cer First Team:

Midfi elder Delaina Alle-
gretti, Fontbonne Hall

Allegretti has been a driv-
ing force for the Bonnies 
throughout her career. This 
year was no different. The se-
nior was a dynamic force at 
midfi eld, scoring and making 
her teammates around her bet-
ter. 

Midfi elder Margaret Ed-
wards, Leon Goldstein

The senior is one of the 
borough’s best all-around 
players. Edwards’s poise, 
smarts and foot skills allowed 
her to impact a game in many 
ways. She scored 25 goals and 
dished out seven assists and 
helped Goldstein to a playoff 
win. 

Defender Jane Kleiner, 
Poly Prep

The Blue Devils team 
prided itself on its veteran de-
fensive unit. Kleiner was a key 
contributor to that squad. The 
senior’s heart, hustle, deter-
mination, and ability to cover 
ground propelled Poly to an-
other strong season in the Ivy 
League.  

Forward Halima Mat-
thews, Brooklyn Friends

Matthews certainly made 
an impact in her sophomore 
season. The speedy, athletic 
forward found the back of the 
net 35 times. She recorded fi ve 
hat tricks, including one in 
the Independent School Ath-
letic League Championship 
game.  

Midfi elder Katie 
O’Donnell, St. Saviour

The senior was one of the 
biggest reasons for the Pan-
das’ turnaround. Her leader-
ship kept the group together 
and improving, and her skills 

on the pitch led them to a berth 
in Brooklyn-Queens Class A 
title game. 

Midfi elder Jazmin Gonza-
les, Grand Street Campus

The junior midfi elder was 
the driving force behind the 
Wolves’ high-powered of-
fense. Gonzales’s smart and 
unselfi sh play allowed all the 
pieces to fall into place. She 
scored 14 times and compiled 
24 assists.  

Midfi elder Melissa Gonza-
lez, Telecommunications

Gonzalez remained one of 
the borough’s most prolifi c 
scorers. The dynamic senior 
continued to haunt defenses 
by netting 27 goals and dish-
ing out 17 assists. She was a 
big reason for the growth of 
the Telecom program. 

Goalie Sarah Goldzweig 
Panitz, Brooklyn Tech 

The senior was one of the 
city’s most underrated goal-
keepers and was a big rea-
son behind Brooklyn Tech’s 
success. The agile and heady 
Goldzweig Panitz recorded 
eight shutouts and allowed 
just 14 goals all season to help 

Tech win a division title. 
Forward Samantha 

O’Brien, James Madison 
The senior forward enjoyed 

a breakout season for the 
Knights on the soccer pitch. 
O’Brien scored a career-high 
21 goals and dished out seven 
assists. Her explosive year 
helped Madison to a second-
play fi nish in its division. 

Defender Karina Osorio, 
Grand Street Campus  

There was plenty of atten-
tion paid to Grand Street’s 
prolifi c offense as Osorio qui-
etly lead a young defense. The 
senior’s instinct and heart 
steadied a Wolves defense that 
consistently held opponents to 
a goal or less.   

Midfi elder Rorie St. Law-
rence, Leon Goldstein

The junior was the other 
end of the dominant one-two 
punch with Margaret Ed-
wards. St. Lawrence con-
trolled play at midfi eld, scored 
20 goals and dished out 13 as-
sists. Her poise helped keep ev-
erything together for the Dol-
phins. 

Honorable mentions: 
Midfi elder Maura Bellone, 

St. Edmund 
Goalie Concetta D’Angelo 

Bishop Kearney
Goalie Claudia Espana, 

Fort Hamilton
Midfi elder/Defender Jen-

nifer Fay, Bishop Kearney 
Forward Shareka Joseph 

Thomas Jefferson 
Midfi elder Julia King, 

Brooklyn Tech
Defender Alex McGuire, 

Fontbonne Hall 
Midfi elder Katie Salmon, 

St. Edmund
Midfi elder Sabrina Quin-

tanilla, Berkeley Carroll 
Midfi elder/Defender Mar-

garet Riordan, Poly Prep 
Midfi elder Kevina 

Shalvey, St. Saviour
Forward Elizabeth Zauan-

titla, Grand Street  

TOP DOG: Wolves head coach An-
dre Lamy — our pick for Coach of 
the Year — hugs Diana Aucapina 
after an emotional win. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

PRIME TIME: Abraham Lincoln’s Jason Primus takes the ball to the 
basket between two Jefferson defenders. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

comeback and score,” Tripp 
said. “It was a game of runs 
and they went on a run and 
we couldn’t close the gap.”

The Orange Wave has won 
the debate on who is Brook-
lyn’s premier program — for 
now, and it is one of the early 

city-title favorites. But Pol-
lard said all this game proved 
was that his club is tough 
to beat on its home fl oor. He 
knows things won’t be easier 
against Lincoln in Coney Is-
land on Feb. 6 to close out the 
season.

“We have always been 
tough on out home court,” 
Pollard said. “We go there 
they are going to be better.”

said. “It was an even game. 
They were a little crisper and 
we were not reading things 
correctly.”

Herrity continued his of-
fensive display by hitting a 
fl oater to put St. Francis Prep 
(4–4, 1–3) up 39–31 at the end 
of three. Herrity wasn’t done 
after the third. The senior 
scored the fi rst three points of 
the fourth to give the Terriers 
a 42–31 advantage with 5:58 
left in the game. 

It looked like Xaverian (2–2, 
1–2) had a comeback brewing 
after it scored four-straight 

points on a pair of free throws 
by Doyin Issac, who led the 
Clippers with 14 points, and a 
layup by Nyontay Wisseh, who 
had eight second-half points. 
That cut the Terriers’ lead to 
42–35, but the Clippers’ inabil-
ity to make shots hurt down 
the fi nal stretch. 

Alesi said he felt like his 
team played better than the 
15-point loss suggested.

“We didn’t play as poorly 
as the score looked,” he said. 
“We missed a bunch of foul 
shots. It’s an early season 
game. We just made some bad 
decisions. We didn’t play our 
best game.” 

Xavierian’s offense looked 
like it was going to start off 

as it had five different scor-
ers in the first quarter, but 
trailed 20–13. The Clippers 
came back behind five points 
from Issac in the second to 
cut the Terrier lead to 27–23, 
but missed shots and played 
too sloppily to capitalize.

Alesi said he knows that 
this performance doesn’t re-
fl ect his team’s ability. His 
team needs to keep playing 
and straighten out some of the 
early season problems. 

“Right now we are not the 
team we are going to be,” Alesi 
said. “We may need to simplify 
some things to make them 
clearer but I think we looked 
more like a confused team out 
there then a bad team.” 

Continued from page 47 

JEFFERSON

Continued from page 48 

XAVERIAN

Long-distance shots were a fa-
vorite weapon throughout the 
night — including on-court 
promotions, as Wayne Warm-
bier, a 2008 Brooklyn gradu-
ate, nailed a promotional half 
court shot to win $10,000.

It was that kind of night 

for St. Joseph’s Brooklyn, 
winning the fi rst of many big 
games in its stunning new 
athletic facility.

“It’s wonderful to fi -
nally have a place we can 
call home,” said Bears’ head 
coach Joe Cocozello, a 1995 
graduate who has been asso-
ciated with St. Joe’s for more 
than 20 years. “I’m thrilled 
to be a part of all this.”

Continued from page 47 

BEARS

Continued from page 48 

SOCCER

DOYIN IT RIGHT: Xaverian’s Doyin Isaac races ball up court against St. 
Francis Prep. Photo by Robert Cole



COURIER LIFE, DEC. 26, 2014–JAN. 1, 2015 51  M



COURIER LIFE, DEC. 26, 2014–JAN. 1, 201552    M

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

















COURIER LIFE, DEC. 26, 2014–JAN. 1, 201560    BM

BROOKLYN | 718-336-3250
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