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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Guilty! 

Rep. Michael Grimm (R–
Bay Ridge) pleaded guilty 
to one count of tax fraud in 
federal court on Tuesday 
afternoon. The charge car-
ries a penalty of as much as 
three years in prison.

Grimm had been facing 

 a 20-count indictment for 
alleged tax, insurance, and 
immigration fraud dur-
ing his time as co-owner of 
a Manhattan health-food 
restaurant before taking 
offi ce . A newly fi led court 
document indicates that 
prosecutors had enough ev-
idence to prove that Grimm 

hid $900,000 that came into 
the eatery, Healthalicious, 
and used the cash to pay 
employees under the table 
from 2007 to 2009, then lied 
about it during a 2013 depo-
sition in a civil suit.

In a brief press confer-
ence outside the court-

BY VANESSA OGLE
Brooklyn’s mute swans may be si-
lenced for good. 

Gov. Cuomo vetoed a bill on 
Dec. 17 that was aimed at halting 
the Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation’s controver-
sial plan to exterminate all mute 
swans in the state by 2025, put-
ting the swans of Prospect Park 
and Sheepshead Bay back in the 
state’s crosshairs. 

An animal-rights activist who 
is fi ghting to save the species said 
the governor’s decision ignores 
the pleas of elected offi cials and 
the public, who will be burdened 
with the cruel cost of killing the 
creatures. 

“He ignored the will of the pub-
lic, he ignored a near unanimous 
state legislature. That rarely 
happens,” said David Karopkin, 
organizer of GooseWatch NYC. 
“The government is just going to 
kill a lot of them and it is not go-
ing to accomplish anything, and 
it is going to waste a lot of tax dol-
lars — and it is going to be ridicu-
lously cruel.”

State conservationists have 
 said the swans destroy aquatic 
plants, pollute water, endanger 

BY VANESSA OGLE
These Marine Park history 
buffs want to see a sign of 
the old times.

Residents are teaming 
up with their councilman 
to preserve — and publi-
cize — the remains of a 
mill that’s more than 360 
years old. 

The remnants of the 

Gerritsen Mill reside at the 
Salt Marsh Nature Center 
and one local leading the 
charge to get the Parks De-
partment to mark the spot 
said he wants the commu-
nity to know the area’s rich 
history. 

“This is like the last 
historic location in Brook-

Continued on page 9
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Countdown to 
2015 coming 

to Coney
BY MAX JAEGER

Champagne, a midnight kiss, and 
a … Nathan’s hot dog?

The Coney Island Board-
walk will host a massive New 
Year’s Eve celebration on Dec. 
31, Borough President Adams an-
nounced on Dec. 18, and he prom-
ised the party would have many 
happy returns.

“We are starting a Brooklyn 
tradition,” Adams said in front 
of the iconic Parachute Jump, 
which will be the centerpiece of 
the festivities.

Continued on page 10
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Say goodbye yellow brick road and hello 2015 with Elton John at Barclays Center. Don’t worry if you can’t get a 
ticket, ABC will broadcast some of the show live as part of “Dick Clark’s New Year’s Rockin’ Eve.” 
 Associated Press / Wade Payne

GUILTY: Rep. Michael Grimm 
pleaded guilty on Dec. 23 to 
one count of tax fraud.

Grimm: I’m a tax cheatRun of the mill

Gov. vetoes 
bill against 
swan killing

NEW YEAR’S 
REVOLUTION

Rockin’ in the New Year at Barclays
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BY VANESSA OGLE
Is wood good? Here’s a 
chance to make your voice 
heard on the Boardwalk.

Two elected offi cials are 
rallying the community to 
help save Coney Island’s 
iconic Riegelmann Board-
walk by getting it declared 
a scenic landmark. 

Councilmen Mark Trey-
ger (D–Coney Island) and 
Chaim Deutsch (D–Sheep-
shead Bay) created  an on-
line petition  to gather sup-
port for landmarking the 
wooden walkway. Scenic 
landmarks are rare but 
Treyger said the board-
walk deserves the designa-
tion. 

“There is no ques-
tion that the historic 
Riegelmann Boardwalk is 
one of the most iconic and 
beloved structures in our 
entire city and clearly mer-
its this designation,” Trey-
ger said. “I have already 
heard from dozens of New 
Yorkers who are shocked 
this isn’t already the case 
and wanted to share their 

personal stories of what 
the Boardwalk means to 
them and their families.” 

The 91-year-old Board-
walk is a sprawling, 
2.5-mile walkway that 
stretches from the border 
of Sea Gate to Brighton 
15th Street, but the city 
wants to replace the hard-
wood boards with plastic 
and concrete. Deutsch said 
that if the Landmark Pres-
ervation Commission de-
clares the site a landmark, 
the Boardwalk can remain 
as an important city asset. 

“The Coney Island 
Boardwalk is a Brooklyn 
icon that possesses signifi -
cant value, attracting visi-
tors since 1923,” Deutsch 
said. “In an effort to pre-
vent any compromise of 
the historic design, I urge 
the Landmark Preserva-
tion Commission to grant 
landmark status to the 
Boardwalk.”

Several other pols have 
also voiced support for 
keeping the boards in the 
Boardwalk, and the Bor-

ough President went so far 
as comparing it to a sacred 
spot. 

“Millions of visitors 
have made the pilgrimage 
to Southern Brooklyn, and 
we want to see millions 
more enjoy its unique, 
iconic character in the de-
cades to come,” said Bor-
ough President Adams. 

Treyger said he hopes 
residents will raise their 
voice to save the Board-
walk now, before it is too 
late. 

“This is an important 
piece of New York City 
history, and we must act 
now before it is drastically 
changed, and lost forever,” 
said Treyger. “I am ask-
ing anyone who has ever 
visited the Riegelmann 
Boardwalk or cares about 
preserving our history to 
join our effort.”

The petition is online 
at:  www.change.org/p/nyc-
landmarks-preservation-
commission-designate-his-
toric-riegelmann-board-
walk-as-scenic-landmark .

Pols push petition 
to save wood ‘walk

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 

= Color Match Paint =
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.
SATURDAY, 9 A.M.–3 P.M.

OPEN 
6 DAYS

BACK THE BOARDS: Two local councilmen want to prevent the rest of the Coney Island Boardwalk 
from meeting the same fate as this section near Ocean Parkway — its boards ripped up and replaced 
with slabs of concrete.



D
EC. 28, 2014, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

3

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
A gunman shot and killed two po-
lice offi cers in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant on Saturday before turning 
his gun on himself in what New 
York’s top cop called an “assassi-
nation.”

The shooter opened fi re on of-
fi cers Rafael Ramos and Wenjian 
Liu as they sat in their patrol car 
at Tompkins and Myrtle avenues 
that afternoon, police said. In the 
evening, police Commissioner 
Bill Bratton and Mayor DeBla-
sio, fl anked by city and Police 
Department brass, mourned the 
loss and condemned the killing.

“Today two of New York’s fi n-
est were shot and killed with no 
warning, no provocation,” Brat-
ton said. “They were, quite sim-
ply, assassinated, targeted for 
their uniform and for the respon-
sibility they embraced to keep 
the people of this city safe.”

Ismaaiyl Brinsley approached 
the offi cers’ car shortly before 
2:50 pm and opened fi re with a 
9-mm handgun, shooting both 
offi cers in the head through the 
passenger-side window, accord-
ing to Bratton. Brinsley then fl ed 
onto the platform of the Myrtle–
Willoughby G train stop, with of-
fi cers close behind, and shot him-
self in the head, Bratton said. 
Paramedics transported Brins-
ley to Brooklyn Hospital Center, 
and doctors there declared him 
dead, a report says. Offi cers re-

covered a silver, semiautomatic 
Taurus pistol at the scene, Brat-
ton said.

Liu and Ramos were taken to 
Woodhull Medical Center, where 
doctors attempted in vain to save 
them. 

Liu and Ramos belonged to 
Downtown’s 84th Precinct, but 
were posted outside the Tomp-
kins Houses on an anti-violence 
detail, according to the commis-
sioner.

Ramos, 40, had been a police-
man for two years and was mar-
ried with two sons. Liu, 32, had 
been on the force for seven years, 
and was recently married.

DeBlasio hung his head and 
closed his eyes as Bratton spoke. 
When the mayor took the micro-
phone, he lashed out at the shoot-

ing, describing it as an assault on 
all New Yorkers.

“When a police offi cer is mur-
dered it tears at the foundation 
of our society,” DeBlasio said. 
“Police are the foundation of our 
society, and when they are at-
tacked, it is an attack on the very 
concept of decency.”

The killing comes as New 
York and cities nationwide are 
embroiled in protests over the 
police killings of Gowanus na-
tive Eric Garner in Staten Island 
and Michael Brown in Ferguson, 
Missouri, neither of which re-
sulted in criminal charges.

Shortly before the shooting in 
Brooklyn, Brinsley shot his ex-
girlfriend in Baltimore County, 
seriously injuring her, Bratton 
said. Brinsley then wrote in Ins-

tagram posts that he planned to 
murder offi cers as vengeance for 
the deaths of Garner and Brown, 
according to reports. “I’m Put-
ting Wings on Pigs Today. They 
Take 1 of Ours...... Let’s Take 2 
of Theirs #ShootThePolice,” he 
reportedly wrote alongside a 
photo of a silver pistol, adding 
references to Garner and Brown. 
Baltimore offi cials warned the 
NYPD about the posts, but the 
word came too late, Bratton said. 

Brinsley is said to have lived 
in Georgia and Bratton said he 
had unspecifi ed ties to East Flat-
bush.

The last police offi cer who 
died in the line of duty was  Offi -
cer Dennis Guerra, who perished 
after responding to an arson in 
Coney Island in April.

Protest lead-
ers and Bor-
ough President 
Adams, who 
has been sym-
pathetic to the 
demonstrations, 
condemned the 
murders, and 
said they could 
hurt the cause 
of police reform. 
Police union rep-
resentatives who 
have  accused 
Mayor DeBlasio 
of fomenting dis-
trust of offi cers 

by speaking in support of the 
protests lashed out following the 
murders . On Saturday night, rep-
resentatives of two police unions 
said that the mayor has blood on 
his hands.

“There is blood on many 
hands tonight. Those that incited 
violence on the street under the 
guise of protests that tried to tear 
down what New York City police 
offi cers did every day,” Patrol-
men’s Benevolent Association 
president Pat Lynch said during 
a press conference outside the 
hospital. “That blood on their 
hands starts on the steps of City 
Hall in the offi ce of the mayor.”

Lynch’s union has been em-
broiled in a contract dispute with 
the city since May.

Bedford-Stuyvesant intersection is scene of murder-suicide bloodbath
MADMAN ‘ASSASSINATES’ COPS

TRAGEDY: (Left) Paramedics rush Ismaaiyl Brinsley to an ambulance after police say he shot himself after killing offi cers (top right) Rafael Ramos and (bottom right) Wenjian Liu. 

NY
PD

NY
PD

TENSE SCENE: (Left) Heavily armed police stand by following the murder of the two offi cers in Bedford-Stuyvesant. (Right) The car offi cers 
Ramos and Liu were sitting in when police say Ismaaiyl Brinsley shot them through the passenger window. Photos by Paul Martinka

Continued on page 7
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Here comes Santa Paws.

The Fort Greene pet 
store Who’s Your Doggy 
held its annual holiday 
party on Thursday night, 
rewarding two and four-
legged customers with 
treats and a Christmas-
themed photo both, com-
plete with canine-sized 
Santa hats. One regular 
customer said the shop is 
more than just a place to 
buy Kibbles ’n’ Bits.

“It’s really a community 
hub for pet and dog own-
ers in the area,” said Clin-
ton Hill resident Lauren 
Gumbs, who brought her 
three rescue dogs for a bath 
and stayed for the festivi-
ties.

The store’s owners try 
to host celebrations for all 
the major holidays as a way 
to show appreciation for 
the customers, and to fos-
ter a community around 
the store, an assistant man-
ager said.

“This neighborhood is 
really dog-oriented,” said 
Shannon Legg. “This store 

tries to be a factor in that.”
The store offered dis-

counts, cookies for the peo-
ple, and treats for the dogs. 
The big draw was the photo 
booth, which was deco-
rated with mistletoe and 
pig ears. Another regular 
customer, whose dog Sadie 
dragged him into the store 
mid-walk, said the gather-
ing sold him on the shop.

“I really liked the store 
before,” said Chris Ma-
ceira, a Fort Greene resi-

dent. “And seeing them put 
on events like this makes 
me like it even more.”

The photo booth made 
for some great holiday pet 
pictures, but the dogs had 
more fun with their edible 
gifts. Gumbs said that was 
defi nitely true of her Shih 
Tzu Lars.

“In classic Brooklyn 
style, I wish I could say he’s 
a vegan. But that would be 
a lie,” she said. “He loved 
the pig ears.”

Pet store hosts canine Christmas party
TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org

 

 

VISIT SAFERCAR.GOV/THERIGHTSEAT

SAY, “BARK!”: Clinton Hill resident Megan Aguirre poses for a picture with her dog Pixel at the Who’s 
Your Doggy’s holiday party on Dec. 18. Photo by Jason Speakman

Yappy holidays

PUPPY-DOG EYES: Chris Maceira of Clinton Hill attended with his 
rescue Sadie. Photo by Jason Speakman

The source for news in your neighborhood:
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BY MAX JAEGER
Amidst the garish glare 
of the Dyker Lights, one 
humble Christmas tribute 
stands out.

A Dyker Heights man 
built a 14-foot Neapolitan-
style nativity scene pop-
ulated with hundreds of 
tiny fi gurines. The mae-
stro of manger scenes said 
he has amassed the dozens 
of fi ve-inch terra-cotta fi g-
ures over four decades, 
and building the nativity 
— called a “presepio” in 
Italy — takes weeks each 
year. But he remains hum-
ble about the display.

“I’m no artist,” said 
John Miniero. “I’m just 
good with my hands. You 
think this is amazing? In 
Naples — fuggedaboutit — 
the whole neighborhood is 
like this.”

The retired baker fabri-
cates all the scenery him-
self — using wire frame, 

cork bark, found foliage, 
and a whole lot of glue, he 
said. 

Practitioners credit 
St. Francis of Assisi with 
the fi rst presepio, Miniero 
said. The displays came 
into fashion in the 18th 
century, when Neapolitan 
nobility began commis-
sioning artisans to cre-
ate elaborate nativity dis-
plays, according to Lou 

Barella, who lectures on 
Italian culture.

Now Italians prize pre-
sepi over all other Christ-
mas displays, said one 
gawker whose husband 
hails from The Boot.

“This is more impor-
tant to them than Christ-
mas trees,” said Renee 
Mascara, who drove from 
Staten Island to show her 
mother the presepio.

But for Miniero, it’s not 
about piety.

“I’m religiously chal-
lenged, but I love this,” 
said Miniero, a self-avowed 
atheist. “I must have been 
into 100 churches, but 
nothing stuck.”

Instead, the presepio is 
a connection to his Italian 
roots. Miniero emigrated 
from the Italy’s Sorrento 
region in 1957 when he was 
just 12 years old. His father 
built the displays from pa-
pier-mâché when Miniero 

was young, and now Mi-
niero keeps the tradition 
alive in his own style, he 
said.

He started displaying 
the homemade nativity in 
his bakery 40 years ago, 
and when he sold the busi-
ness in 2001, he started 
showing the work in front 
of his home. Now he builds 
presepi for friends and 
family. Miniero even made 
one for Coney Island’s Gar-
giulo’s Restaurant. Hurri-
cane Sandy destroyed the 
nativity when fl ood waters 
fi lled the Coney Island in-
stitution, but this year, Mi-
niero, lent the restaurant 
another creation from his 
private collection.

“It’s such a part of our 
heritage, and I love it,” 
said Gargiulo’s co-owner 
Nino Russo.

Miniero’s home sports 
the typical Christmas 
lights and reindeer lawn 

ornaments as well, but he 
leaves those decorations to 
his wife, she said.

“He won’t go there,” 
said Marie Miniero. “He 
just wants to work with his 
nativity.”

Tour busses carrying 
gaping onlookers through 
the opulently lit neighbor-

hood only occasionally 
stop at Miniero’s house, 
but he said the lights don’t 
hold a candle to handmade 
tributes to the season like 
his presepio.

“You spend $5,000, 
$10,000, but at the end of the 
day, they’re just lights,” he 
said.

Dyker man crafts traditional nativity scenes

NOTHING MINI ABOUT IT: Miniero’s 14-foot Neapolitan nativity 
scene bucks the garish Dyker Lights trend as a traditional but ex-
pansive holiday display. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

JOHN’S WORKSHOP: Miniero 
builds presepi for family and 
friends in his 14th Avenue base-
ment. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Maestro of the manger

BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local Doctor Treats Herniated And Bulging Discs, 
Sciatica, And Serious Low Back Pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 back 

surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons perform at least 
100,000 operations for lumbar disc disease alone, and ortho-
pedic surgeons perform a similar number. It is estimated that 
between 20% and 40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country are racing to 
acquire and get trained to operate the DRX9000TM…an FDA 
approved device that is saving thousands of Americans suffer-
ing from chronic back pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back pain without 
surgery explains how the DRX9000TM works... “Over 10 years 

ago, NASA began to notice an unexpected result of space 
travel - Astronauts that left with back pain would come back 
without it. After investigated this now phenomenon here’s 
what they found: During the anti-gravity state of the mission 
there were decompressive forces on the intervertebral discs 
and back pain was relieved. How? When you travel through 
space, the effects of gravity are removed and you are in a 
weightless state. All the pressure is taken off your spine and 
discs. Even better - and this is the key - a negative pressure 
is created. This negative pressure actually sucks the herniated 
material back into the disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to 

the DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally have a non-
surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has documented suc-
cess with are back pain, sciatica, herniated and/or bulging 
discs (single or multiple), degenerative disc disease, facet 
syndromes and a relapse or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new FDA approved 
solution to back pain or to set up an appointment for a free 
consultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 718-234-6207 or visit 
Brooklyn Spine Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 
11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Relieves Back Pain

DRX9000TM
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house, Grimm said he is 
trying to move on.

“If you do something 
wrong, you can never fully 
get past it until you accept 
full responsibility for it 
and that’s what I’m doing,” 
he said. “Although this was 
a little restaurant, I made 
some big mistakes.”

Grimm bested Demo-
cratic challenger Domenic 
Recchia in November de-
spite the looming charges, 
and said during an October 

debate that he would step 
down from offi ce if he was 
“unable to serve.” He reiter-
ated the sentiment outside 
the courthouse on Tuesday.

“As I said before, as long 
as I’m able to serve, I will 
serve,” he said.

His sentencing is set for 
June 8, 2015.

The pol, a former FBI 
agent who once went under-
cover as a crooked stockbro-
ker named “Mikey Suits,” 
has been under fi re since 
2012, when the FBI charged 
an ally with campaign 
fund-raising shenanigans. 

Two involved in separate 
shady fund-raising schemes 
have since pleaded guilty, 
but Grimm has professed 
to know nothing about the 
funny money. In January of 
this year, three months be-
fore his formal indictment, 
Grimm threatened an NY1 
reporter asking about the 
investigation into his man-
agement of Healthalicious, 
saying he would break him 
“in half — like a boy.”

Grimm, who also rep-
resents the rugged lands 
of Shaolin, commonly re-
ferred to as Staten Island, 

dismissed the pall sur-
rounding his time in offi ce 
by saying that it has been 
created by political foes.

“For the past four years 
I’ve been a very effective, 
strong member of Congress 
who has served the people 
of Staten Island,” he said. “I 
know some are going to use 
this for political purposes 
like they did for the past 
three years.”

If Grimm remains free, 
he could continue to hold 
offi ce. In such a scenario, it 
would be up to his congres-
sional colleagues to expel, 

censure, or fi ne him. He 
could also be stripped of his 
ability to vote in Congress, 
but remain in offi ce. 

Congress has only ex-
pelled fi ve members in its 
history, including three 
during the Civil War for 
“disloyalty to the Union.”

U.S. Attorney Loretta 
Lynch, now  President 
Obama’s pick for attorney 
general , is overseeing the 
case against Grimm. A 
lone protester who a judge 
tossed from the courtroom 
for holding a sign reading 
“Grimminal” said that the 

plea deal is a bum deal for 
New Yorkers.

“The prosecution had 
all the cards and they gave 
the game away,” said Staten 
Island resident Mike May. 
“Justice was not served.”

May said Grimm will be 
busy with legal problems 
and unable to work effec-
tively for the people that 
elected him. Plus, he added, 
Grimm is only ever looking 
out for number one.

“Not only can he not do 
the people’s work, he is not 
interested in doing the peo-
ple’s work,” he said.

BY MAX JAEGER
A Sunset Park recycling fa-
cility is putting the fi nish-
ing touches on Brooklyn’s 
fi rst major windmill since 
the 19th century, and the 
city’s  largest ever .

Sims Metal Manage-
ment is reviving the hal-
cyon Dutch days with the 
massive propeller at its 
state-of-the-art Sunset 
Park Material Recovery 
Facility on Second Ave-
nue at 30th Street. Kings 
County has its share of he-
lix-shaped wind turbines — 
on the roof of  Whole Foods , 
Downtown’s  388 Bridge St.  
luxury high-rise, and the 
 Navy Yard , for instance — 
but they are pinwheels in 
comparison to the new, 160-
foot tall contraption. 

The last big windmills 
in the borough were those 
at the old  Vanderveer  
 Farm  in modern-day East 
Flatbush, and at  Hezekiah 
Beers Pierrepont’s gin dis-
tillery at the foot of Jora-
lemon Street , though it is 
not clear exactly when in 

the 1800s those went out of 
use (we blame the English 
Crown for crushing the en-
terprising Dutch spirit un-
der its buckled shoe). But 
the manager of the recy-
cling plant puts the prec-

edent even further back in 
time.
“It is the fi rst commercial-
scale wind turbine in the 
city, to my knowledge, since 
it was Dutch New Amster-
dam,” Tom Outerbridge 
said.

The $750,000 windmill 
puts out up to 100 kilowatts, 
meeting 3–4 percent of the 
facility’s energy needs, 
and will pay for itself in 
fi ve years, a Sims spokes-
woman said. Combined, 
the facility’s sprawling, 
600-kilowatt solar-power 
plant and the windmill will 
generate one-fi fth of the 
juice that the plant needs to 
operate, she said.

Like plastic and glass, 
recycling and green energy 
are two things that don’t 
need to be separated, Out-
erbridge said.

“We look at that as the 
fundamental nature of our 
business and consider our-
selves to be part of the sus-
tainable economy,” Outer-
bridge said. “Plus, it tends 
to be very windy on this 

part of the Brooklyn water-
front.” 

The windmill’s inspi-
ration is pure Breukelen, 
but the execution is all-
American. The Vermont 
wind-farming company 
Northern Power designed 
and built the whirligig, 
and fellow Green Mountain 
staters at Aegis Renewable 
Energy had the privilege of 
erecting it beside Gowanus 
Bay, according to Sims.

The 11-acre, $110-million 
recycling center took a de-
cade to build and  opened a 
year ago with the capacity 
to handle the entire city’s 
recycling load and then 
some . The project won an 
NYC Excellence in Design 
Award in 2010.

The windmill will be 
fully operational by Janu-
ary, Outerbridge said, but 
the company did face head-
winds when seeking the 
city’s blessing.

“The permitting pro-
cess was a challenge,” Out-
erbridge said. “It was a 
somewhat convoluted and 

lengthy. This was prece-
dent-setting, and there was 
no clear step-by-step pro-
cess to follow.”

Outerbridge couldn’t 
confi rm whether Sims has 
any other green energy 
projects in the works, but 

the company will see which 
way the wind takes it.

“The recycling business 
tends to be land-intensive, 
and it can consume a fair 
amount of power, so we’re 
always looking for new en-
ergy opportunities.”

Brooklyn skyline gets a massive propeller
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NOT HOT AIR: Tom Outerbridge, manager of Sims Recycling Cen-
ter, says the plant’s new wind turbine will provide three to four 
percent of the power the plant needs to operate. Between the tur-
bine and solar panels, the facility is set to generate one-fi fth of the 
electricity it consumes. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

OLD MEETS NEW: The modern, 
industrial windmills at the Wes-
tereems Wind Park, the largest 
wind farm in the Netherlands, 
share space with an old-timey 
contraption called “Goliath.” 

Windmill of change

Continued from page 1 
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 BY DANIELLE FURFARO
A powerful charter school 
chain has successfully 
pressured the city into 
giving it space to set up 
new middle schools and 
fi fth-grade classrooms 
within public-school 
buildings in Williams-
burg and Cobble Hill, an 
executive with the com-
pany said.

Success Academy an-
nounced the city had 
reached a deal moments 
before the company was 
set to hold a protest on 
the steps of city hall last 
Thursday decrying what 
it claimed was the city’s 
cold-shoulder response 
to months of inquiries. A 
Success exec hailed what 
she said was a break in 
the standoff.

“We are feeling posi-
tive now that there will 
be a good outcome,” said 
Ann Powell, Success 
Academy’s senior man-

aging director of public 
affairs.

Success is asking for 

space to open fi fth-grade 
classrooms in fall of 2016 
for about 80 kids in both 

Williamsburg and Cob-
ble Hill. Company admin-
istrators say they applied 
for the expansion in July 
and worried that a lack 
of response from the city 
would mean that kids 
who have attended Suc-
cess schools since kinder-
garten would be left with 
nowhere to go.

“Getting space and 
making it ready does 
not happen overnight,” 
Powell said. “We need 
as much time as we can 
get.”

The city said that it has 
no intention of shutting 
out the charter school 
company, even though 
many public-school par-
ents resent that the pro-
grams take space and re-
sources from their kids. 
The head of the education 
department said Success 
got no special treatment.

“As we have with all 
charter operators seek-

ing space, we have been 
engaged in good-faith 
discussions to reach out-
comes that are fair and 
work for all our kids,” 
chancellor Carmen Fa-
rina said. “We treat ev-
ery proposal equally, and 
maintain the same pri-
orities when reviewing 
every school’s request to 
ensure co-locations max-
imize space to provide an 
excellent education for 
all children.”

Both the company and 
the city declined to say 
where the new Success 
facilities will be placed. 

Williamsburg’s JHS 
50 was the site of a bat-
tle over  Success Acade-
my’s attempt to move in 
an elementary school, 
during which activists 
argued that the chain 
was only marketing to 
affluent white people . 
Success ultimately won 
that fight.

Success Academy secures middle school digs in W’burg, Cobble Hill

EXPANDING: Eva Moskowitz’s Success Academy Charter Net-
work has gained more classroom space from the city.

Charter school gets more space 
The Sergeant’s Benevolent 

Association tweeted  a similar 
message .

A video taken in the hallway 
of the hospital shows dozens of 
offi cers turning their backs on 
DeBlasio as he makes his way to 
the press conference after meet-
ing with family members of the 
slain offi cers.

At 8:30 pm that night, the in-
tersection where the offi cers were 
shot was inaccessible for blocks, 
with police fl oodlights illuminat-
ing the surrounding streets. Po-
lice in helmets and body armor 
patrolled the neighborhood with 
semiautomatic rifl es and K-9 
units, and neighbors gathered at 
the police line. One woman, just 
returning to the neighborhood 
with her 8-year-old son, was un-
able to get to her apartment in 
the Tompkins Houses, and had 
only just heard about the shoot-
ing. The woman, who declined to 
give her name, said that the re-
lationship between the commu-
nity and the police is often tense, 
but that violence and hatred are 
never the answer.

“Don’t shoot the police, don’t 
hate the police,” she said. “They 
keep us safe.”

COPS
Continued from page 3

Steve Schirripa, best 
known for his role of 
Bobby Baccalieri on 
HBO’s The Sopranos, will 
be making a personal ap-
pearance at Whole Foods 
Market in Brooklyn on 
Friday, January 2, 2015 
from 4 to 6 pm. He will 
be debuting his new line 
of organic pasta sauces 
– Uncle Steve’s Italian 
Specialties. All attendees 
will be treated to a vari-
ety of delicious samples 
plus free giveaways. The 
event is free and open to 
the public.

“Growing up in 
Brooklyn, Sunday morn-
ing was the day you 
would wake up to the 
aroma of tomatoes, gar-
lic and olive oil simmer-
ing on mom’s stove as 

she prepared the sauce 
for dinner. My fondest 
memories are from those 
days, and I wish to share 
my Italian heritage and 
the comfort of family,” 
noted Schirripa. “My 
mom made a great sauce 
and I’ve made it even 
better.”

Steve Schirripa is 
best known to television 

audiences as “Bobby 
Baccalieri” on David 
Chase’s critically ac-
claimed HBO drama The 
Sopranos and from ABC 
Family’s Secret Life of the 
American Teenager. He 
can currently be seen as 
the host of Family Meals 
with Steve Schirripa on 
The Cooking Channel.

On December 1, 204, 
Denis Hamill of the New 
York Daily News said, 
“Uncle Steve’s [is] hands 
down the best jarred 
sauce you ever tasted.”

Steve, a New York 
Times best selling au-
thor, has written several 
books including “Big 
Daddy Rules,” “A Goom-
ba’s Guide to Life,” “The 
Goomba’s Book of Love” 
and “The Goomba Diet.” 

Steve Schirripa knows 
more than a thing or two 
about Italian cuisine.  

Each jar of Uncle 
Steve’s is produced in the 
USA from small batches 

of fresh imported or-
ganic Italian plum to-
matoes, vegetables and 
spices, “Our products 
are USDA certified or-
ganic, gluten free, dairy 

free, vegan, and contain 
no added sugar. With 
no GMOs, no pesticides, 
and nothing artificial, 
you can be confident you 
are feeding your family 
not only great tasting 
products, but nourish-
ing them as well.” says 
Schirripa. “My moth-
er’s sauce cooked for six 
hours and unlike the 
others we are doing the 
same.”

Uncle Steve’s Italian 
Specialties is available 
at Whole Foods Market, 
Shop Rite, Stop ‘n Shop 
and many other super-
markets and health food 
stores across the USA. 
For more information on 
where to buy or to pur-
chase by mail, go to www.
unclestevesny.com.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Actor Steve Schirripa of ‘The Sopranos’ will be at Whole Foods 
Market in Brooklyn to launch new line of organic pasta sauce
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BY VANESSA OGLE
It is the end of an era in Sheep-
shead Bay. 

The El Greco diner served its 
last meal on Dec. 19. The family-
owned eatery closed its doors af-
ter more than 40 years and one of 
the owners said customers came 
from across the nation to say 
goodbye to the place that served 
as the backdrop of their lives 
from adolescence to adulthood. 

“They’re coming from all 
over — California, Maryland, 
Boston,” said Anastasia Venetok-
lis, whose late husband built the 
diner. “They’re saying, ‘Thank 
you for being here, this is our 
home.’ ”

El Greco closed its doors to the 
public shortly before 5 pm last 
Friday and served its last dishes 
to three teenage patrons who or-
dered the eatery’s staples —  a 
chicken sandwich, a burger, and 
a plate of chili cheese fries. It was 
a fi tting fi nal course for the all-
American diner, said one of the 
owners.

“That is very appropriate,” 
said Peter Venetoklis, Anasta-
sia’s son. “That’s what we serve.”

The diner was bought by Ry-
bak Developers and is being de-
molished to accommodate a 
seven-story mixed-use develop-
ment, according to Peter Vene-
toklis. He said the developers 

plan to break ground in six to 
nine months. 

Before the restaurant be-
gan its private send-off party for 
the Venetoklis’ staff and family 
friends, regulars reminisced one 
last time in the eatery that served 
up their favorite foods, fond mem-
ories, and — for one patron — se-
crets from her youth that she’s fi -
nally ready to share.  

“I used to bring for breakfast 
one date, lunch one date, dinner 
one date — and whoever I chose 
would be my nightcap,” said 
Alina Deren, who lives in Bergen 
Beach, and was visiting the diner 
with her friends Zina Karvorot 
and Irina Strem. “Dancing in the 
parking lot — we used to do crazy 
things here. How many times did 
my car get towed away?”

Karvorot couldn’t recall all of 
her memories of the diner, but she 
said she will always remember 
the orders that got her through 
the crazy nights. 

“After you’re nice and drunk, 
you come here for the hors 
d’oeuvres — the fried zucchini 
sticks and coffee. Coffee, coffee, 
coffee, coffee,” said Karvorot. 

The loss is sentimental for 
most locals, but it is a fi nancial 
hardship for the eatery’s staff. 
Several employees haven’t found 
new jobs yet, but one waitress 
said she is hopeful for her co-
workers.

“It is a little sad but everybody 
is going to fi nd something,” said 

Veroncia Astarita, who has al-
ready found a new gig. 

Peter Venetoklis said the clo-
sure was bittersweet, but he said 
he is thankful for the characters 
who made the diner everyone’s 
home. 

“The real stories are the cus-
tomers,” he said. 

PROUD PATRONS: Kelly Zhumi, left, holds a burger and Yesenia Bonilla holds 
chili cheese fries — the last meals ever served to customers at the El Greco diner. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

GOODBYE, EL GRECO: Anastasia 
Venetoklis, who is one of the family 
owners of the restaurant her late hus-
band built more than 40 years ago, 
locked the doors to the diner for the 
last time on Dec. 19.  
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

El Greco’s last meal
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lyn that I’m aware of,” said 
Bob Kaplan, who hopes for 
an offi cial sign commem-
orating the former mill. 
“They’ll put something 
past, preset, and future for 
the mill — hopefully a gi-
ant picture of it.”

The Gerritsen Mill, 
built in the 1630s, is be-
lieved to be one of the fi rst 
water-powered mills in the 
country, and Kaplan said 
it stood until 1935, when it 
was destroyed in a fi re. 

Kaplan said he teamed 
up with fellow local Thomas 
Whitford to convince the 
Parks Department to in-
stall signs with historical 
tidbits about the mill, but 
Kaplan said the depart-
ment wants a letter from 
Councilman Alan Maisel 
(D–Marine Park) before it 
begins the process. 

A Parks spokeswoman 
said asking for input from 
elected offi cials is standard 
procedure for the depart-
ment so it can gauge the 
community’s desire for a 
project.  

“In general, we want 
to ensure that proposals 
such as this one have broad 
community support,” said 

Maeri Ferguson, a spokes-
woman for the department. 
“Receiving the endorse-
ment of a city councilmem-
ber is an effi cient way to 
demonstrate that.”

Maisel said he is in the 
process of drafting a letter 
to the department and he 
said a sign would be a valu-
able way to inform commu-
nity members — especially 
youngsters — about the 
neighborhood’s past.

“As a teacher, just hav-
ing this is an educational 
issue,” said Maisel, who 

was a history teacher be-
fore he became an elected 
offi cial. “Anything we can 
do to educate the kids about 
the history of our commu-
nity, which is interesting.”

Maisel said Kaplan has 
also suggested building a 
historically accurate re-
construction of the mill, 
but he said the cost of that 
project would make waves 
in the community.   

“That is something I 
would love to see but that 
is going to cost millions of 
dollars,” Maisel said.

planes, and attack people . 
Swan lovers say there’s no 
evidence to that effect. 

Assemblyman Steven 
Cymbrowitz (D–Sheepshead 
Bay) introduced the bill to 
protect the elegant birds that 
are an iconic feature of his 
waterfront district. Accord-
ing to the assemblyman, the 
governor explained his veto 
by saying the Department of 
Environmental Conserva-
tion is revising its current 
swan plans. But Cymbrow-
itz said the department has a 
bloody history with swans. 

“The governor’s offi ce 
told me that DEC would 
be introducing a revised 
plan that would incorpo-
rate parts of the bill,” said 
Cymbrowitz. “I would like 
to fi nd this reassuring, but 
DEC already promised to 
consider non-lethal meth-
ods for managing the swans 
and then last June shot two 
swans to death upstate in 
full view of the public.” 

The Department of En-
vironmental Conservation 
said it has met with various 
animal-rights groups, in-
cluding the American Soci-

ety for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals, New 
York State Conservation 
Council, and Ducks Un-
limited to discuss revi-
sions. A spokeswoman 
for the department said it 
is fi nalizing a new plan, 
but she could not say 
when it would be made 
public. 

“While there is not 
a confi rmed date, the 
revised draft manage-
ment plan will soon be 
released for another 45-
day comment period,” 
Lori Severino said. 

But Karopkin said 
the department has 
promised — and failed 
— to revise its program 
in the past, so he is going 
to continue to fi ght for 
the rights of those with-
out a voice.  

“The DEC has been 
saying they were going 
to release a revised plan 
for almost a year now,” 

Karopkin said. “We’ll keep 
fi ghting for the swans. 
We’ll keep fi ghting for all 
wildlife.”

Continued from page 1 

SWANS

Continued from page 1 

MILL

Open Bar, Cocktail Hour with Passed 
Hors D’oeuvres & Pasta Station 

Surf and Turf Dinner
Champagne Toast at Midnight, 

Dessert & Coffee, DJ, Hats, Noisemakers...

OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE, CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY

LIMITED DATES AVAILABLE IN OUR BANQUET ROOMS FOR YOUR HOLIDAY PARTIES
30–200 PEOPLE

INQUIRE ABOUT BUCKEY’S 3 HOUR COCKTAIL PARTY 
$40 PER PERSON

For information and reservations 718-998-4222

www.buckleyscaterers.com

• •AND RETAIL MARKET

Happy  
New Year

from the staff of  
Jordan’s Lobster 

SERVICING BROOKLYN SINCE 1938

MILL-IONAIRES: Bob Kaplan, at left, and Tom Whitford show pic-
tures of the Gerritsen Mill that stood for 300 years at what is now 
the Salt Marsh Nature Center before it burned down in 1935. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

FLIPPING THE BIRD: Gov. Cuomo 
has vetoed a bill that would have 
halted the state’s plan to extermi-
nate the beloved mute swans in 
Southern Brooklyn.
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Reports in less percep-
tive publications have said 
that the Coney shindig 
will center around a ball-
drop like the over-hyped 
one across the East River, 
but that is false. Brook-
lyn will count down to the 
new year with a pulsing 
light show using  the Para-
chute Jump’s dazzling new 
$2-million lighting system 
that switched on last year .

Adams touted the sea-
side celebration as the 
more authentic way for 
New Yorkers to ring in the 
new year.

“Why go to Manhattan 
and be squashed by tour-
ists when you can come to 
the county of Kings and be 
treated like royalty?” said 
Adams. “Real Brooklynites 
like to be here in Coney Is-
land. Times Square is for 
a few people, but Coney Is-
land is for everyone.”

The crowds aren’t the 
only thing that will be bet-
ter in the People’s Play-
ground, the local council-
man said.

“Times Square has con-
fetti, but we’ve got the fi re-
works — real fi reworks,” 
said Councilman Mark 
Treyger (D–Coney Island).

Boardwalk revelers can 
also catch music and per-
formances, and sip a little 
(non-alcoholic) bubbly dur-
ing the celebration, Ad-
ams said. But Boardwalk 
bars like Tom’s of Coney 
Island and Ruby’s will also 
be open and slinging their 
higher-octane libations, 
owners said. 

A DJ will handle kick-
ing-out-the-jams duties this 
year, but the Borough Pres-
ident said starting next 
year he’ll hold an annual 
competition to select live 
performers to feature at 
future New Year’s bashes. 
And the freaks will cer-
tainly be out on Dec. 31.

“In true Coney Island 
fashion, we will have side-
show performers,” said Jo-
hanna Zaki, director of the 
Alliance for Coney Island.

One community leader 

said the celebration heralds 
the People’s Playground’s 
ongoing resurgence.

“This has been fi ve 
years in the making,” said 
Eddie Mark, a member of 
Community Board 13 who 
advocated for the party. 
“The new regime — Eric 
Adams and Mark Treyger 
— is saying, ‘Coney Island 
is ready for a change.’ This 
is a sign of major things 
happening in the neighbor-
hood.”

A staffer for Adams said 
the celebration could be-
come an economic engine in 
the waterfront area’s slower, 
cold-weather months.

“You could see peo-
ple, in future years, com-
ing here for New Year’s 
and staying the night for 
the Polar Plunge on New 
Year’s Day,” said Borough 
Hall communications di-

rector Stefan Ringel.
The Brooklyn pride was 

palpable at last Thursday’s 
announcement, and the 
man famed for running on 
the Boardwalk in weather 
fair or foul for thousands 
of consecutive days best 
summed up the general 
mood.

“F--- Times Square,” 
said perennial Boardwalk 
jogger Gary Atlas.

Continued from page 1 

NEW YEAR’S

COUNTING UP: (Above) Bor-
ough President Adams says 
the New Year’s countdown on 
Coney Island’s Parachute Jump 
will be a new annual tradition. 
(Below) The Parachute Jump’s 
new $2-million lighting system 
will provide the countdown 
show in lieu of a dropping ball. 
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