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BY VANESSA OGLE
Marine Park has a new holi-
day tradition — teenagers 
fi ghting at Kings Plaza Shop-
ping Center on the day after 
Christmas.

On Dec. 26, dozens of teen-
agers got into a ferocious 
fi ght at the local mall exactly 
one year after the  marathon 
“mall brawl” of 2013 , which 
temporarily closed the mall 
last winter and resulted in a 
short-lived chaperone policy 
for teenagers.

A grainy cellphone video 
captures a fi ght starting be-
tween two teen girls but 
which erupts into a melee 
involving dozens of youth. 
After the fi rst fi st fl ies, sev-
eral groups of teens began 
brawling on the fl oor while 
a few of their peers fi lm 
the fi ght. Within seconds, 
the outnumbered security 
guards sprinted from group 
to group, attempting to break 
up the battles that left a pair 
of glasses and articles of 
clothes strewn on the fl oor.

A spokesman for Kings 
Plaza said the mall tries to 
maintain order at all times, 
and added that the mall’s se-
curity team moved swiftly to 
defuse the situation.  

 “Please note that we strive 
to provide an enjoyable and 
safe shopping environment 
for our guests and employees 
at all times at Kings Plaza,” 
said Steve DeClara, the prop-
erty manager of the shop-
ping center. “There was an 
incident regarding teenag-
ers that was effectively dealt 
with by our security and lo-
cal police.”

This incident is just the 
latest example of mall mad-
ness.

Last February,  another 

BY VANESSA OGLE
It may be a new year, but many 
in Sheepshead Bay say they 
are still facing the same old 
problems with Build it Back.

The city-run recovery pro-
gram released statistics for 
the neighborhood in Decem-
ber to shows what has been 
achieved, but residents say the 
data shows that rebuilding ef-
forts are still delayed more 
than two years after Hurri-
cane Sandy. 

Residents who live in the 
neighborhood’s courts say 
their rebuilding process has 
been especially slow since the 
program said it is often easier 
— though not required — if 
all residents on a court choose 
the same “resiliency path” for 
their homes.

Build It Back offers three 
“pathways” to storm-proof 
damaged homes: elevating 
only the vital systems such 
as wiring and heating above 
fl ood levels, raising the entire 
house up on stilts, or rebuild-
ing the home entirely at the 
higher elevation. 

Typically homeowners 
who suffered only minimum 
damage from Sandy go with 
the fi rst option, and houses 
with substantial damage are 
recommended to be razed and 
rebuilt.

Some still 
waiting for 

repairs

Continued on page 7Continued on page 7
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First-grader Olivia Racicot sings “Santa’s Getting Fit For Christmas” at PS 222’s holiday show in Ma-
rine Park on Dec. 22. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Spreading cheer

BUILDING BACK  
SHEEPSHEAD BAY

Mall brawl 
sequel 

fl ares up
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January
Per-swan-a non grata: 

Swans are not symbols of pu-
rity, beauty, and transforma-
tion, but rather a blot fi t to be 
shot, claimed Albany swan 
haters, who came up with a 
plan to  kill off  the mute vari-
ety of the birds by 2025. The 
state’s “Mute Swan Manage-
ment Plan” calls for an all-out 
war against New York’s larg-
est fowl for allegedly behaving 
aggressively towards people, 
destroying aquatic vegetation, 
frightening away other birds, 
and posing a danger to fl ying 
planes. Animal activists retali-
ated with  a petition on Change.
org  that has drawn thousands 
of signatures so far.

Methodist expansion: 
New York Methodist Hospital’s 
ambitious plan for a U-shaped 
outpatient center needs some 
nips and tucks before it can 
proceed with its operations, 
stated Community Board 6, 
dispensing a prescription of 
 demands  it says will make the 
new facility blend in with the 
landscape while sticking to 
height-zoning laws.  

Nyet!: You can take a per-
son out of the former Soviet 
Union, but you can’t take the 
Soviet Union out of some peo-
ple. Members of Russian punk 
band Pussy Riot went to prison 
for singing anti-state lyrics in 
a Moscow cathedral, but a Rus-
sian-American priest  warned 
them  to stay away from his 
Bensonhurst church when 
they attend next month’s Am-
nesty International concert 
in Prospect Heights. Arch-

priest Serge Lukianov of the 
Orthodox New Martyrs and 
Confessors of Russia Church 
called the punk protestors “sa-
tanic,” and said their message 
against the church and its role 
in government was nothing to 
rave about.

February
Hey, girl: The Clover 

might not have the same 
ring as the Fab Four, but that 
didn’t stop a Japanese, all-fe-
male Beatles cover band from 
zooming across the Pacifi c to 
the Branded Saloon in Park 
Slope for its U.S.  debut . The 
Fab Three — a George Harri-
son stand-in was a no-show — 
made the guest gig to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of their 

mop-topped mentors’ appear-
ance on the Ed Sullivan Show 
back on Feb. 9, 1964.

Wham gams: Marine 
Park beauty Brooke Banker’s 
 47-inch pins  gave Brooklyn 
a leg up on the world’s long-
limbed lasses. The New York 
Post reported 5-foot-11 Banker 
was head and shoulders above 
6-foot-1 British model Alex-
andra Robertson, whose pul-
chritudinous poles also stack 
up to 47 inches. The reason? 
The Brooklynkite is propor-
tionally 66 percent leg, while 
the Brit is just 64 percent, giv-
ing her a toe-hold on the lofty 
claim.

Karate kids: The terrible 
twos are the perfect age for 
tempestuous tots to hone their 
 self-defense  and discipline 
skills, claimed self-defense 
experts at the Williamsburg 
Mixed Martial Arts school. 
They prepped the just-out-of-
Pampers set on roundhouse 
kicks, jabs, and foot sweeps, 
while harnessing their focus 
and concentration skills, with 
classes aimed at fun and func-
tionality — with emphasis on 
respect, responsibility, and 
friendship. For now, the kids 
remain blissfully ignorant of 
the brutal, grown-up world of 
pro fi ghting — and champs, 
such as Georges “Rush” Saint-
Pierre and Johny “Bigg Rigg” 
Hendricks, and their parents 
claimed they intend to keep it 
that way.

March
Thorny suit: The city 

sowed seeds of discontent 
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As 2014 draws to a close, it’s hard to believe how much has happened in the county of Kings since 

the year began. Albany put a hit out on Sheepshead Bay swans. A Marine Park woman fi nally re-

ceived a long-delayed letter — postmarked in 1969. Coney Island got a new roller coaster, we went 

pink for Breast Cancer Awareness Month, a mistletoe drone attacked our photographer, and Coney 

Island started a brand-new New Year’s Eve tradition. Take a look back at the top news of 2014 with 

our Year in Review.
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By Matthew Perlman

He is the star of the show — and 
also the theater tech.

A new performance piece that 
features complex lighting, multimedia, 
and an interactive set is coming to a 
Boerum Hill art space on Jan. 13–17. But 
rather than employing a troupe of actors 
and a crew of designers and technicians 
to stage the show, the artist responsible 
has created a set of computer programs 
to control the lights and sounds on the 
stage while he performs alone. He said 
the flashy effects help him tell the story 
in a new way.

“I’ve tried to curate a narrative using 
different production elements,” said 
interactive-electronics artist Andrew 
Schneider. “It lets me change space 

instantly. It’s like hyper-cutting reality 
together.”

The piece, “Youarenowhere,” is part of 
the Coil Festival at Invisible Dog Gallery, 
a series of experimental performances 
organized by Performance Space 122. 
Schneider’s piece reflects his background 
in theater — he has performed with 
famed experimental theater company the 
Wooster Group — but also his degree 
from the interactive telecommunications 
program at New York University, which 
focuses on the use of technology to cre-
ate new forms of communication. It was 
there that Schneider said he saw how 
computers could be used to manipulate a 
stage environment in previously impos-
sible ways, using programming to control 
lights and projections.

“Just learning the syntax of that lan-
guage blew my whole world open,” he 
said. “The possibilities were endless.”

“Youarenowhere” is a marriage of 
Schneider’s disciplines. He is the lone 
performer on a stage cloaked in lights 
controlled by a pair of laptops, talking 
directly to the audience about love and 
about the trouble his character is having 
communicating to the person he loves. 
The conversation touches on quantum 
mechanics, physics, and how our under-
standing of space and time is impacted 
by technology.

“Everyone has that first play about 
quantum mechanics,” joked Schneider. 

In the show, the environment around 
him changes according to a pre-written 
programming script, with sound effects 

and distortions interrupting the mes-
sages his character is trying to convey. 
Schneider — who has employed his pro-
gramming skills in previous performanc-
es to control underwater cameras and 
confetti canons — is also able to control 
some of the production elements while on 
stage, including the ability to adjust some 
of the lights using the pitch of his voice.

“The space itself and the design ele-
ments are characters in a way, preventing 
communication,” he said.

“Youarenowhere” at Invisible Dog [51 
Bergen St. between Boerum Place and 
Smith Street in Boerum Hill, (347) 560–
3641, www.theinvisibledog.org]. Jan. 8 at 
8 pm; Jan. 9 at 5 pm, Jan. 12 at 2 pm, 
Jan. 13–17 at 7 pm. $21 ($16 students and 
seniors). 

Boreum Hill show fuses programming with performance

LIVE WIRED
Lighten up: Andrew Schneider controls lights via computer 
in his new performance piece “Youarenowhere.” Jim Moore

Catch up with the top stories with our Year in Review

BIG ANNOUNCEMENTS: (Above) 
In January, Albany planned to 
shoot or gas the state’s entire 
mute swan population, calling the 
elegant birds an invasive species 
that must be destroyed. (Right) A 
rendering of New York Methodist 
Hospital’s proposed U-shaped ex-
pansion, announced in January. 
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when it bulldozed Coney Is-
land’s Boardwalk Garden in 
December to make way for 
ex-Borough President Marty 
Markowitz’s $53-million am-
phitheater project,  claimed 
the New York Community 
Gardens Coalition in a law-
suit . The planned Seaside 
Park and Community Arts 
Center violated municipal re-
quirements for sewer capac-
ity, making the ouster of the 
People’s Playground planters 
from their 17-year-old garden 

illegal and pointless, stated 
the group’s legal team.

RIP, Ed: Manhattan Beach 
lost one if its staunchest and 
most tenacious advocates, 
when long-time resident and 
community activist  Ed Eisen-
berg  passed away on March 1 
at the age of 79. Neighbors and 
friends remembered Eisen-
berg for his outspoken defense 
of the neighborhood, its parks, 
and public safety, and said he 
never stopped looking out for 
the community he loved to call 

home. Eisenberg was an ac-
tive member of the Manhattan 
Beach Neighborhood Associa-
tion, the 61st Precinct Commu-
nity Council, and Community 
Board 15 until his death. 

Mahjong, anyone? A 
time-honored granny shuffl e 
got a new lease on life when 
the Royal Palms Shuffl eboard 
Club in Gowanus  added the 
Chinese tile game mahjong to 
its roster of typically old-timey 
activities  — but fi rst, the own-
ers had to fi gure out how to 
play the mysterious game 
that many of us watched our 
grandmothers play. “It’ll be 
like, ‘Okay, can somebody read 
the directions off the box?’” 
quipped club co-owner Ashley 
Albert, whose Facebook post 
announcing the possibility of 
starting a Monday night mah-
jong league fi elded nearly 90 
enthusiastic responses. 

April
RIP, Lou: Courier Life 

columnist Lou Powsner, a 
World War II veteran and ur-
ban gladiator who famously 
battled politicians, special in-
terests, and bureaucrats,  died  
in his sleep at his Benson-
hurst home on April 6 at the 
age of 93. Powsner’s popular 
column, “Speak Out,” was a 
Brooklyn Graphic staple since 
the 1950s, attracting a broad 
fan base with his candid and 
spunky take on community 
issues. The former haber-
dasher, whose storefront on 
Mermaid Avenue in Coney Is-

land survived the stormy de-
cades of the ’60s through the 
’80s, fought for brighter street 
lights to help halt nighttime 
crime, and locked horns with 
the city over parking meters, 
which he said gave shopping 
malls an unfair advantage 
over his beloved mom-and-
pop stores. Powsner, a staff 
sergeant with the 64th Bomb 
Squad Army Air Force known 
as “Kelly’s Kobras,” was laid 
to rest at the Veterans Ceme-
tery of Forest Green Park in 
Morganville, N.J.

End of term: Bishop Ford 
High School was a community 
fi xture in Windsor Terrace 
for the past 52 years, but the 
co-ed Catholic academy will 
graduate its  fi nal  senior class 
in June due to dwindling en-
rollment. Ford was known for 
its athletics program, while 
Drake, R.E.M. and other art-
ists fi lmed their music vid-
eos there, but a 75 percent de-
crease in rolls — from 1,347 
students in 2006 to 499 this 
year — triggered its closure, 
said school offi cials.

Late delivery: Neither 
snow nor rain nor four decades 
of roving could derail this 
snail mail from completing its 
appointed round. Marine Park 
resident Susan Heifetz almost 
keeled over when she received 
a  letter  from her dead mom 
— postmarked 1969! Heifetz, 
who received the correspon-
dence from a man living in her 
childhood Homecrest apart-
ment, “freaked out” when she 
learned that the envelope was 
sealed with a lipstick kiss — a 
trademark of her late mother. 
The miraculous missive was 
a birthday card her parents 
dropped in the mail the day 
before her 19th birthday, 45 
years ago.

Reader unmasked: Prod-
igal news website pundit Tal 
Barzilai from Pleasantville, 
N.Y., routinely rousts fellow 
online readers with pugna-
cious posts about bike-rider 
and pedestrian accountabil-
ity, comparing critics of a 
crackdown on two-wheeled 
and two-footed road hogs to 
panderers for the Palestin-
ian political party Hamas. 
So, when a gent claiming to 
be the verbose vituperator 
showed up for a road safety 
hearing at Borough Hall — 
39 miles away from his sup-
posed Westchester County 
home — we couldn’t resist do-
ing a  story , sparking a Twit-

ter frenzy about our man of 
the hour.

May
Fatal fashion: The body 

of missing Bushwick fash-
ion designer James “Jay” Ott 
was found  fl oating  in the East 
River near Pier 4 off Second 
Avenue and 58th Street in Sun-
set Park, ending a two month 
search. Ott, who designed for 
Mary Kate and Ashley Olsen’s 
label The Row, was seen for the 
last time on a security camera 
heading for the Williamsburg 
Bridge. Friends and family 
claimed he suffered from de-
pression and anxiety, and au-
thorities ruled out foul play. 
An initial autopsy report was 
inconclusive.

Whatta Dumbo: Jason 
Stevens, owner of Rebar on 
Front Street in Dumbo, sud-
denly shuttered his popular 
establishment and took off, 
stiffi ng employees and several 
couples planning their wed-
ding receptions at the popular 
gastropub. He surrendered to 
the Brooklyn DA’s offi ce af-
ter angry altar-bounds hit the 

roof and big-hearted Rebar 
staffers worked a wedding for 
free. Stevens was  slapped  with 
grand larceny and several 
fraud counts linked to nearly 
$1 million in unpaid taxes. 
He was released after posting 
$30,000 bail, but faces up to 15 
years in prison if convicted.

Bug-a-bar: EeeeWOW! 
Ivy League vim-meister Gabi 
Lewis of Williamsburg and his 
business partner Greg Sewitz 
 bugged  out health nuts with 

LEGGY LADY: Marine Park native Brooke Banker has the longest legs in the city — and possibly the world — ac-
cording to the experts at the New York Post, who measured her 47-inch gams against other contenders from 
Britain and Russia in February. Monarch Agency

MAKING NEWS: Longtime Courier columnist Lou Powsner passed away 
in April.  File photo by Elizabeth Graham

YEAR IT HAS BEEN!

Continued on page 4

HAPPY RETURNS: Susan Heifetz 
holds the birthday card that was 
sent to her by her parents 45 years 
ago — and the Post Offi ce promptly 
delivered in April. 
 File photo by Steve Solomonson
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their energy bars made from protein-
packed crickets. The entrepreneurs 
raised $20,000 through Kickstarter, 
located a bug farmer in Louisiana, 
and hawked their fi rst batch of the 
pep slabs in local gyms and speciality 
stores. 

June
Aaaaaaaaargh!: The Thunder-

bolt  rumbled  into the People’s Play-
ground like a magnifi cent brute, de-
lighting thrill-seekers who shrieked 
their lungs out as Sodom-by-the-Sea’s 
fi rst new roller coaster since the Cy-
clone whipped them about like rag 
dolls through a pitiless tangle of drops, 
twists, turns, and loops at speeds of 65 
miles for two heart-pounding minutes. 
The new Thunderbolt — a rebooted 
version of its iconic namesake, which 
croaked in 2000 — is faster, steeper, 
and more twisted than the Cyclone, 
which opened in 1927.

Rocket-on: The Astroland Rocket 
Ship — one of the fi rst and only sur-
viving early amusement park space 
simulators —  zoomed  back into Coney 
Island’s atmosphere after six years in 
orbit at the Staten Island Homeport, 

delighting Wonder Wheel Park owners 
who plan to restore the craft in prepa-
ration for the funzone’s annual history 
day on Aug. 9. The rocket, originally 
called the Star Flyer, debuted in 1962 at 
Astroland Park as one of the fi rst of the 
imaginary space voyage simulators 
constructed during the Space Race. It 
showed simulator fi lms of rocket rides 
while the chassis rocked its viewers to 
“outer space” for three minutes. 

Joe’s woes: Former District Attor-
ney Charles “Joe” Hynes experienced 
a role-reversal as a  scathing city re-
port  accused him of allegedly looting 
the public piggybank and violating 
election laws in his failed re-election 
bid last year. The borough’s ex-top law-
man may have paid a political hack 
more than $1.1 million in public funds 
between 2003 and 2013, including al-
most $220,000 in cash seized from crim-
inals, to boost his campaign, while im-
properly seeking political advice from 
a sitting judge, authorities claimed. 
Hynes was the borough’s top lawman 
for 23 years before current District At-
torney Ken Thompson unseated him 
in the November elections.

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday 2-8pm
Tuesday 2-6pm
Thursday 2-6pm
Friday 9am-3pm

HAS MOVED TO A NEW LOCATION
2422 Knapp Street
Brooklyn, NY 11235

718.989.2264

Please Call for appointment

Dr. Joseph Buono MD

Continued from page 3 

YEAR IN REVIEW

RIDE THE LIGHTNING: Riders on the Thunderbolt’s maiden voyage in June race out of the 
fi rst drop and into an 100-foot-tall vertical loop. File photo by Stefano Giovannini

Continued on page 6

ROCKET MAN: Charles Denson, the fi lm-
maker behind “The Rocket Has Landed,” 
celebrated the Astroland Rocket’s June re-
turn to Coney Island at Deno’s Wonder Wheel 
Park.  Charles Denson

HYNES’S LOW: Former District Attorney 
Charles “Joe” Hynes could face larceny 
charges for the alledged misuse of public 
funds, according to a Department of Inves-
tigation report released in June. 
 File photo by Arthur De Gaeta
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Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-
sculpting procedure designed to remove fat and contour the body without invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to 
continue your daily activities without interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing 
the Low Level Laser (FDA cleared for laser body contouring to emulsify fat which then releases into the 

interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through the 
body during its normal course of detoxification. The 
ZERONA® procedure was proven through a double-
blind, randomized, multi-site, and placebo controlled 
study in which patients average loss of 3.64 inches, 
and some lost as much as 9 inches compared to the 
placebo group that lost only half an inch.

BECOME A NEW YOU IN THE NEW YEAR!
“What if I told you this cutting-edge device could melt inches off your waist and 
keep them off for good.”             —  Doctor Oz  talking about the ZERONA® LipoLaser

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, 
hips and thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight 
loss program — we are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off excess water 
weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  
WORKSHOPS
When: January 13th & 27th at 6:15
Where: ZERONA® Laser of New York

5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn
Cost: FREE ($79 value) 

Call: (718) 234-6212

BY VANESSA OGLE
It was the party of a century!

Family, friends, and elected 
offi cials celebrated the 100th 
birthday of lifelong Brook-
lynite Peter Bencivenga at La 
Plaina in Gravesend on Dec. 
27. 

The World War II veteran, 
retired landscaper, and avid 
gardener celebrated his own 
personal turn of the century 
with more than 60 guests, in-
cluding Borough President 
Adams. Relatives say his mind 
is still as young as his spirit.

“He is really an amazing 
man,” his daughter-in-law 
Elise Bencivenga said. “He 
reads the paper every single 
day from front to back. He 
knows everything that is go-
ing on in the world. His mem-
ory is amazing, just amazing. 
Every time I have a question, 
I ask him.”

Peter Bencivenga was born 
in Gravesend in 1914, and now 
lives with his son and daugh-
ter-in-law only three blocks 
away from where his child-
hood home once stood. 

Bencivenga worked in 
landscaping for more than 20 
years, and he only left the bor-
ough once, for a very good rea-
son: to fi ght Nazis.

But even while he was in 
Europe serving in a mobile 

Army surgical hospital dur-
ing World War II, family was 
supremely important to Ben-
civenga. When his unit was 
stationed in Italy, he snuck off 
with a friend to visit his rela-
tives in Milan for more than 
a week. Bencivenga’s captain 
was looking for him all week, 
but his daughter-in-law said 
the local legend knew how to 
dodge the drama.    

“His offi cer said, ‘Pete, 
where have you been? I’ve call-
ing you on the loudspeaker,’ ” 
Elise Bencivenga said. “He 
just said, ‘I didn’t hear you.’ ”

She said the whole family 
is impressed by her father-
in-law’s continued ingenuity, 
whether it is his quick think-
ing, as when he moved a wash-
ing machine by placing it on 
top of a skateboard, or his 
long-term vision, like how he 
grew a plum tree in the fami-
ly’s backyard from a tiny pit. 

“He is incredible,” she 
said. 

Bencivenga said the party 
was the perfect way to cele-
brate the century, and that he 

is looking forward to the fu-
ture festivities with his family. 
In addition to his son Steven, 
Bencivenga has a daughter 
Rosemary, four grandchil-
dren, and seven great-grand-

children.
“My daughter-in-law and 

my son and my daughter, ev-
ery day, they take care of my 
life,” he said. “I could live a 
thousand years.”

Peter Bencivenga celebrates a century in Brooklyn

LOTS OF LOVE: Lifelong Brooklynite Peter John Bencivenga sits sur-
rounded by his grandchildren and great-grandchildren at his 100th birth-
day party at La Palina Restaurant in Gravesend on Dec. 27.   
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

HOMETOWN HERO: Peter John 
Bencivenga only left Brooklyn 
temporarily to serve in World War 
II as part of a Mobile Army Surgical 
Hospital. 

100 years in Gravesend
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Duck, duck, goose: The “Ugly 
Duckling” fairy tale came to life in 
Prospect Park after a pair of ducks 
took a stray gosling  under their wing . 
The big-hearted mallards, known as 
Lily and Marvin to park regulars, 
formed a bond with the abandoned 
baby goose in an avian adoption yarn 
straight out of a Grimm Brothers sto-
rybook. But the fuzzy orphan may be a 
sad casualty of state-sanctioned geese 
harassment, said animal rights advo-
cates. On another note, they applauded 
the  passage of a new Assembly bill  that 
saves Brooklyn’s mute swans from a 
state-sanctioned massacre for now. 
Assemblyman Steve Cymbrowitz’s 
(D–Sheepshead Bay) legislation now 
awaits Gov. Cuomo’s signature. Stay 
tuned.

July
Lover-wurst: Hot-dog king Joey 

“Jaws” Chestnut showed he was a red-
hot in the romance department, pro-
posing to his sweetheart Neslie Ricasa 
at  Nathan’s Famous Hot Dog Eating 
Contest on July 4 . Fueled by her ac-
ceptance, Jaws scarfed his way to an 
eighth-straight win, gobbling 61 wie-
ners and buns in 10 minutes. His bride-
to-be — a fellow contestant — managed 
10 dogs and trailed the women’s divi-
sion won by Miki Sudo, who wolfed 34 
dogs and buns to defending champ So-
nya “The Black Widow” Thomas’s 27 
and three quarters.

Broke-lyn Bridge: Granite bricks 
 rained  down on pedestrians seeking 
shelter from a torrential downpour 
near a Brooklyn Bridge support wall 
that didn’t seem to be a part of the via-
duct’s extensive, ongoing renovations. 
Three children and two adults were 
treated for minor injuries. The iconic 

bridge — one of the oldest suspension 
spans in the country — also made 
headlines later in the month when two 
 white fl ags  mysteriously replaced its 
Stars and Stripes atop the bridge tow-
ers. The rogue pennants waved over 
the city for several hours before cops 
scaled the cables and removed them. 
Authorities were examining video 
footage for the culprits.

Toddler tragedy: A family pic-
nic in Prospect Park turned to horror 
when a toddler  was found dead  in the 
lake after disappearing with a cousin. 
Police scuba divers found the body of 
Ruhshona Kurbonova, 2, in a wooded 
area of Prospect Park Lake, ending an 
extensive search. The children strayed 
from a family gathering and headed to-
ward the water, where a family stroll-
ing in the park found the little girl’s 
3-year-old cousin, said cops.

August
Bam on BAM: The world-famous 

Brooklyn Academy of Music found it-
self in the spotlight when President 
Obama and fi rst lady Michelle Obama 
gave it the coveted  National Medal of 
Arts  during a pomp-fi lled ceremony 
at the White House. The 153-year-old 
Brooklyn arts institution has been 
a stage for the likes of opera star En-
rico Caruso, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, and ballet great Rudolf 
Nureyev. Now it is also the bearer of 
the highest government award given 
to artists and arts patrons for out-
standing contributions to the promo-
tion of national arts.

Treasure island: Thousands of 
dollars  may still be buried at Coney Is-
land beach , after a pair of wealthy do-
gooders from San Francisco hid $2,500 
in 38 Pez dispensers and scattered 
them across the sand between the New 
York Aquarium and Luna Park as 
part of a scavenger hunt. But the cash-
fi lled candy cases were gone the next 
day, likely due to city tractors raking 
and leveling the sand each night, said 
a spokeswoman for the Parks Depart-
ment. One lucky treasure hunter dug 
up some cash on the beach, while our 
adventure correspondent emerged 
only with a rusty fi shhook and some 
straight-up trash after his own ex-
haustive search. 

Champ of champs: Brownsville-
born boxer Danny Jacobs has bragging 
rights worthy of a true champ. He  won 

UGLY DUCKLING: Two Prospect Park ducks, 
known as Lily and Marvin, adopted a gosling 
in June.  Photo by David Karopkin 

A Good Plumber Inc.
Phone: 718-648-6838  Fax: 718-646-4659

Agoodplumberny@gmail.com  www.agoodplumber.com
NYC Licensed Master Plumber #1948

When You Need A Good Plumber…Call Us!

718-648-6838

A Good Plumber Inc., with over 20 years of experience 

in the plumbing and heating industry has built our reputation 

on recommendations.

That reputation has grown due to our reliable, honest 

and affordable service. Honesty means never recommending 

work that is unnecessary and giving you an accurate price 

before we do the work…no hidden fees.

At A Good Plumber Inc., we believe customer service 

is about exceeding 

the customer’s expectations before, during, 

and after the job!

Our Professionally Trained, Clean and 
Courteous Staff Can Handle:

Why Choose
“A Good Plumber”?

$25 Off 
Any

Plumbing Job 
With This Ad

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer.

Continued from page 4 

YEAR IN REVIEW

HOT-DOG BREATH: Joey Chestnut and new 
fi ancee Neslie Ricasa celebrate the begin-
ning of their next great adventure in July. 
 Photo by Paul Martinka

Continued on page 10
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large-scale disturbance forced some stores to 
close their security gates  in the middle of the 
day. Just two months ago, at least four  secu-
rity guards were caught on tape tussling with 
a high school freshman at the plaza . The high 
school student was later arrested for assault and 
a slew of other charges for allegedly starting the 
scene. 

DeClara said the mall has strict rules and all 
visitors must comply while they are inside the 
facility. 

“It is important to note that Kings Plaza is 
private property and we have clear Code of Con-
duct that is effect at all times, for all people, vis-
iting the center,” he said. 

Continued from cover

MALL BRAWL
One local said the delayed pro-

cess has led her neighbors to stop 
even expecting for their homes to 
be elevated or rebuilt.

“A lot of my neighbors are giv-
ing up and they’re living the way 
they are,” said Jennifer Frid-
strom, who added that many of 
her neighbors have deserted their 
properties. “We have abandoned 
houses that have been boarded up 
since the hurricane.”

Fridstrom — who selected the 
rebuilding pathway in August — 
said she hasn’t been contacted by 
the program and she said that’s a 
common experience in her neigh-
borhood.

“We’re the ones that need to be 
elevated the most, and I feel that 
we’re the ones who are being giv-
ing the runaround the most,” she 
said. “I was told I’d be called back 
in a month.”

A representative for Build It 
Back said the organization is try-
ing to build up the neighborhood 
cohesively.

“We do need to look at some of 
this stuff at a neighborhood per-
spective,” said Amy Peterson, 
the director of the Mayor’s Of-
fi ce of Housing Recovery. “When 
we started looking at this — even 
Sheepshead Bay, especially — the 
courts is something we’d knew 

would be a focus of this.”
But she said the organization 

has helped a majority of the area.
“Over half the people in Sheep-

shead Bay have had offers for re-
build, elevate, et cetera,” said Pe-
terson.

City data show that there has 
been progress in Sheepshead 
Bay:

 • 406 applications have been 
fi led.

• 226 residents have attended 
the option review meeting.

• 69 residents have had design 
consultations.

• 61 residents have received 
reimbursement checks, which 

equals a total neighborhood sum 
of about $1.3 million dollars.

• 29 constructions began.
• Four houses have been com-

pleted.
But another resident who lives 

on a Sheepshead Bay cul-de-sac 
said the program varies for each 
enclave, which leaves locals frus-
trated.

“Every court has a differ-
ent scenario — it’s diffi cult,” 
said Cliff Bruckenstein, the vice 
president of the Sheepshead Bay-
Plumb Beach Civic Association. 
“We don’t know what to say to 
each other because the city hasn’t 
given any idea.”

Continued from cover

BUILD IT BACK

ROAD TO RECOVERY: Some residents who live on Webers Court say they are 
still waiting to move forward with Build It Back, though the program said it has 
helped more than half of the area residents. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Haym Salomon Home 
ADULT DAY CARE

“A great place for seniors who would like to remain independent”

Welcome to Haym Salomon Home  
Adult Day Care in Brooklyn
Haym Salomon Home provides a variety of  

health & social services:

Nursing  Alzheimer Program  Physical Therapy 
Nutrition  Social Services  Religious Services  Recreational Therapy 

Ongoing Health Maitenance and More

Welcoming 2 full meals Transportation door-to-door

Open 6 days a week from 9am–2pm & 2:30–7pm 
Fees: Medicaid & Private Payers Welcome

For info please call Emily at 718-864-0045

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look ””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.
SATURDAY, 9 A.M.–3 P.M.

OPEN 
6 DAYS

MAULED AT THE MALL: Video shows security guards at 
Kings Plaza Shopping Center trying to break up a brawl 
that fl ared among local teens at the Marine Park mall on 
Dec. 26 — exactly one year after the infamous 2013 post-
Christmas “mall brawl” shocked the neighborhood.
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68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Robbed at gunpoint
A gun-toting thug held up a 

woman and stole $50 from her on 
Parrott Place on Dec. 26. 

The victim was between 88th 
and 90th streets at 10 pm when the 
man put a gun to her back and or-
dered her to the ground before fl ee-
ing with the cash, police said.

Backdoor burglary
Someone stole two cellphones 

and $100 from a Fort Hamilton 
Parkway store sometime overnight 
on Dec. 26. 

The burglar got into the prop-
erty between 62nd and 63rd streets 
by breaking a cellar door’s lock be-
tween 9:30 pm on Friday and 9:30 am 
the next day, police said.

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Double whammy
Two cab drivers were robbed in 

three separate incidents in the pre-
cinct this week. Here’s how they 
stack up:

• A gunman robbed the same cab-
bie twice on separate days.

The unlucky chauffeur picked up 
a fare at Nostrand Avenue and Ster-
ling Place at 10:55 pm on Dec. 18 and 
took the man to W. Fourth Street 
between Quentin Road and Kings 
Highway, police said. 

When they reached the destina-
tion, the fare pointed a gun at the 
cabbie and took $80, a cellphone, 
and the keys to the car. 

The thug robbed the same cabbie 
hours later at 2 am on Dec. 19, at the 
same W. Fourth Street location. The 
robber took the victim’s wallet and 
the car, police said.

• A second cabbie fell prey to the 
same stunt later on Dec. 19. 

The robber fl agged the driver 
down and asked him to take him to 
W. 12th Street and Quentin Road at 
10:25 pm. When they got there, the 
fare pointed a handgun at the driver 
and took $650 and the car keys.

Tricked by phony cop
A man pretending to be a cop 

conned a guy out of his phone and 

wallet on New Utrecht Avenue on 
Dec. 21. 

The victim was near 74th Street 
at 4:30 am when the faux offi cer 
stopped him and said, “What are 
you doing here? Are you selling 
drugs? I am an offi cer,” a police re-
port states. 

The suspect asked for his ID, of-
fi cials said. The mark handed him a 
debit card, and the poser policeman 
asked for his wallet and phone, po-
lice said. The victim complied, and 
the phony offi cer drove off. 

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—

SEAGATE

Infant diversion
Police arrested a 24-year-old 

woman who they said stole another 
woman’s phone at a W. Eighth Street 
grocery story on Dec. 15. 

The 61-year-old victim was in 

the store between Surf Avenue 
and Sheepshead Bay Road at 4:37 
pm when the suspect bent over her 
stroller to admire an infant, police 
said. 

The victim soon noticed her 
phone was missing and tracked it 
to the alleged thief, whom police ar-
rested, a report states.

Robbed for phone
A thug took a 16-year-old’s phone 

at gunpoint at Neptune Avenue on 
Dec. 16. 

The teen near W. Fifth Street 
heading home from a basketball 
game at 7:40 pm when a man wear-
ing a hoodie fl ashed a gun and took 
his iPhone, a police report states. 
 — Max Jaeger

63RD PRECINCT
MARINE PARK —MILL BASIN—FLATLANDS—

BERGEN BEACH

Gun-wielding goons
Three crooks snatched a wallet 

from a victim at gunpoint in broad 
daylight on Mayfair Drive North on 
Dec. 12, according to a report. 

The thieves ambushed the vic-
tim at Mill Avenue at 2:10 pm. One 
robber pulled out a black fi rearm 
while another grabbed the victim’s 
wallet. The third thief waited in a 
getaway car.  — Vanessa Ogle

BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local Doctor Treats Herniated And Bulging Discs, 
Sciatica, And Serious Low Back Pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 

back surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons 

perform at least 100,000 operations for lumbar disc 

disease alone, and orthopedic surgeons perform a 

similar number. It is estimated that between 20% and 

40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 

are racing to acquire and get trained to operate the 

DRX9000TM…an FDA approved device that is saving 

thousands of Americans suffering from chronic back 

pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back pain 

without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM works... 

“Over 10 years ago, NASA began to notice an unex-

pected result of space travel - Astronauts that left 

with back pain would come back without it. After 

investigated this now phenomenon here’s what they 

found: During the anti-gravity state of the mission 

there were decompressive forces on the interverte-

bral discs and back pain was relieved. How? When 

you travel through space, the effects of gravity are 

removed and you are in a weightless state. All the 

pressure is taken off your spine and discs. Even 

better - and this is the key - a negative pressure is 

created. This negative pressure actually sucks the 

herniated material back into the disc and allows it to 

heal. Thanks to the DRX9000TM, disc herniation suf-

ferers finally have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has docu-

mented success with are back pain, sciatica, herni-

ated and/or bulging discs (single or multiple), degen-

erative disc disease, facet syndromes and a relapse 

or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 

FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up an 

appointment for a free consultation call Dr. Keller’s 

office at 718-234-6207 or visit Brooklyn Spine 

Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 

Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Relieves Back Pain

DRX9000TM



COURIER LIFE, JAN. 2–8, 2015 9  B GM BR

Floyd Bennett Field, 3159 Flatbush Ave.,
Brooklyn, NY 11234  |  Aviatorsports.com

718.758.7518

Aviator Sports and Events Center Make Sure You Visit Us at Our
Upcoming Open House:

*Sunday January 31, 2015

SummerSummer
DayCampCamp

Cosmetic dentistry / extreme makeovers 
Pain-free treatment 
Implants 
Needle-free drilling 
Laser diagnosis 
Velscope, for early detection of oral cancer 
Digital intraoral photography 

Digital, low-radiation x-rays

Soft tissue laser for recontouring gum tissue

Zoom! in-offi ce whitening for safe,  immediate results 

Diagnodent, a noninvasive diode laser that can detect 
decay while it’s still small

TMJ & endodontic therapy 

CALL US 
TODAY 
ABOUT 
YOUR 

IMPLANT 
SPECIAL

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
 ( )

�������	
��	��������	��	��

Dental smile 
evaluations by 

computer.
It’s free,

and it only
takes a minute. 

Try it!

 

Per Veneer
Call us today for the extreme

makeover you have always wanted

How Bright Could Your Smile Be?
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the World Boxing Association 
middleweight championship  
at the Barclays Center last 
month, just three years after 
a grueling bout with cancer. 
Jacobs, who defeated Austra-
lian bruiser Jarrod Fletcher, 
is the fi rst cancer survivor 
ever to win a world title, and 
his victory was made sweeter 
in front of his cheering, jubi-
lant, hometown crowd.

September
Coney Kite-land: Breezy 

Brooklynites and  aerial en-
thusiasts from around the 
world  blew into the People’s 
Playground for the annual Co-
ney Island National Kite Fes-
tival organized by the Kites 
In Motion Club. Thrill seek-
ers painted the skies above the 
storied beaches for three days, 
between Stillwell Avenue and 
Bay 10th Street, but most of 
the upward action went down 
in the sands in front of Deno’s 
Wonder Wheel.

Pole pose: Downward 
dog on a pole, anyone? Yoga 
reached new highs when a 
Brooklyn Heights studio com-
bined the ancient art with a 
support best known for X-rated 
stretches. Yoga Pole Studio 

on Schermerhorn and Court 
Streets in Brooklyn Heights 
focuses on teaching “inver-
sions,” or headstands, as well 
as handstands and forearm-
stands,  with students using 
a pole  to steady themselves. 
Think of the prop as the best 
tool ever to activate muscles 

you normally wouldn’t reach 
on the fl oor, said enthusiasts.

NIMBY: Gowanus resi-
dents blasted the state for se-
cretly centralizing the  bor-
ough’s parole offi ces into one 
command post  in their back-
yard, claiming the infl ux of 
ex-jailbirds will bring crime 

to the area. Department of 
Corrections and Community 
Supervision representatives 
said the state wouldn’t scrap 
the three-story building, cur-
rently under construction 
where Second Avenue dead-
locks into the Gowanus Ca-
nal, but added the parolees 
were committed to staying 
on the right side of the law, al-
though armed offi cers would 
be around just in case.

October
In the pink: The Cou-

rier kicked off Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month with a  pink-
paged  issue devoted to Brook-
lyn’s pivotal role in early 
detection, research, and treat-
ment. Did you know that Mai-
monides Breast Cancer Center 
is the borough’s fi rst and only 
facility dedicated to the study, 
diagnosis, and treatment of 
breast cancer? Or that chief 
oncologist Dr. Patrick Borgen 
helped to discover the genes 
that cause breast cancer, his 
research leading to surgical 
techniques that are now the 
gold-standard for treatment? 
Our rose-hued edition had the 
lowdown.

Holy cannoli: The icing 
on the cake at the Columbus 
Day Parade in Bensonhurst 
was the neighborhood’s  fi rst-
ever cannoli-eating contest . 

Champ gobbler Eric “Bad-
lands” Booker demolished 27 
of the cream-fi lled pastries in 
six minutes, taking home $500 
and sweet bragging rights. 
The ricotta-infused confec-
tions came from Bensonhurst 
institution Villabate Alba, 
whose masterful bakers made 
300 of the treats for the con-
test. The bakery owner said 
it was delectable seeing the 
fruits of their hard work dis-
appear within minutes — all 
in the name of good fun.

Cop gone wild: A Clinton 
Hill teen suffered brain dam-

CHEW YOUR FOOD!: Contestant 
Tim ”Eater X” Janus “pre-chews” 
his cannoli in his hand at the Co-
lumbus Day cannoli-eating contest 
in October. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Continued from page 6 

YEAR IN REVIEW

INSPIRATIONAL: Brownsville’s Danny Jacobs celebrates with his family 
and corner crew after becoming the fi rst cancer survivor ever to win a 
world boxing title. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

Continued on page 12
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FREE
PEDICURE

WITH ANY  

TREATMENT

  MADE IN THE USA

BEST PRICE IN BROOKLYN 

MAGIC SLEEK 
the next generation in hair  
straightening - Formaldehyde FREE

ONLY $125

LASIO KERATIN TROPIC 

Only $100

COCO’S BRAZILIAN KERATIN

Only $100

COPPOLA KERATIN TREATMENT

Only $100

INOVA PROFESSIONAL PURE KERATIN 

Only $100

ANTI FRIZZ TREATMENT BY YOKO 

a new generation - safe, gentle & natural 

Only $100

JAPANESE STRAIGHTENING BY YOKO

Only $175

* $25 Mandatory Gratuity * Specials Cannot Be Combined with any other offer. 

GREAT SERVICE - LOW COST - CALL NOW!

OFFERING ALL HAIR 
STRAIGHTENING SYSTEMS

ANY LENGTH HAIR
reduces frizz & curl 

blocks effects of humidity

makes hair smoother & shinier

cuts down on blow-dry time

BENSIMON
OPEN SUNDAY–FRIDAY
468 Avenue P, Brooklyn, NY 11223

718.998.3099
www.bensimonspa.com

ON OUR SPECIAL OFFERS

FREE
PEDICURE

WITH ANY  

TREATMENT
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Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

STATEN ISLAND 718.447.8000
1250 HYLAN BLVD. (SUITE 88) SI, NY

BROOKLYN 718.769.2000 
1702 SHEEPSHEAD BAY RD.
WWW.LIFEMADEALITTLEEASIER.COM

FIND US:
LIFEMADEALITTLEEASIER

LIFEMADEALITTLEEASIER
#LIFEMADEALITTLEEASIER

START VAPINGST   P SMOKING
Start a new healthier life

STARTING KIT 
Starts at $30
The kit includes 650 battery with a tank, 
charger and pouch. Juice not included.

Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com
Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com

Visit us at: www.cusimanoandrussofuneralhome.com

Cop gone wild: A Clinton Hill 
teen suffered brain damage after a cop 
sucker-punched him out cold for smok-
ing a cigarette he mistook for a joint, 
his family claimed. Incomplete video 
footage showed Marcel Hamer, 17, ly-
ing in a gutter near Gates and Waverly 
avenues imploring, “Mister, it was 
just a cigarette, sir,” as the police of-
fi cer who arrested him for disorderly 
conduct jeers, “Do you wanna get f--
--- up?” The alleged blow is obscured 
in the video, but a friend is heard yell-
ing, “You knocked him out,” after the 
Finest appears to strike Hamer in the 
face with his left hand. The youth com-
plained of blurred vision, a headache, 
and being unable to properly move his 
left arm, hospital records showed. 

November
Robotic cheer: Caesar, a cellu-

larly accessible expressive semi-au-
tonomous robot, helped Santa spread 
Christmas cheer at the annual Metro-
Tech Commons’ tree-lighting in Down-
town. The electronic emperor acti-
vated the lights by pressing a button 
on St. Nick’s stomach, but his primary 
job was getting spectators young and 
old, naughty and nice, into the holi-
day spirit, said his mastermind, Jared 
Alan Frank, a doctoral student at New 
York University Polytechnic School of 
Engineering.

RIP, Billyburg: Williamsburg is 
dead. At least according to a group 
of artists who organized a “funeral” 

and dance party for the formerly hip 
’hood at one of its beloved and recently 
doomed venues Glasslands. Rapid 
gentrifi cation is a death knell for the 
formerly artsy neighborhood now 
swarmed by A-listers and luxury de-
velopers, said organizers who staged a 
group burial rite.

Ferguson to Bklyn: Demonstra-
tors, including moms with young chil-
dren, stormed the Manhattan Bridge 
to condemn a grand jury’s decision not 

to indict Offi cer Darren Wilson for fa-
tally shooting unarmed black teen Mi-
chael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri. 
Around 1,000 rallyers crossed into 
Brooklyn chanting “Hands up! Don’t 
shoot!” and made their way to the Bar-
clays Center and surrounding areas, 
accompanied by cops who had their 
batons drawn, but did not quell the 
demonstration.

Fare increase: Planned toll hikes 
tarnished the Verrazano-Narrows 
Bridge’s golden anniversary celebra-
tion, as ticked-off pols spurned the 
shindig and Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority bosses took credit for 
the iconic span’s 50-year reign, days 
after announcing plans for sweeping 
increases to plug their multi-billion-
dollar budget gap. The transit board 
will vote in the New Year on the pro-
posals, which include an extra 42 cents 
for cars using E-ZPass, a possible ad-
ditional buck for cash commuters, and 
higher tolls for large trucks. 

December
Drone strike: When a TGIFridays 

“mobile mistletoe” drone hit Courier 
photographer Georgine Benvenuto in 
the face, it became an international 
sensation, and the most popular story 
is history for BrooklynDaily.com. The 
incident occurred at the Sheepshead 
Bay TGIFridays in the fl ying kiss-cop-
ters’ New York City debut.

Shady spas shuttered: Authorities 
raided nine massage parlors across 
Bensonhurst and Dyker Heights and 
arrested 15 women on prostitution-re-
lated charges. In addition to police, in-
spectors from other city agencies also 
participated, issuing multiple viola-
tions of  building codes, fi re codes, and 
labor laws.

Police assassinated: A gunman 
murdered NYPD offi cers Rafael Ra-
mos and Wenjian Liu as they sat in 
their patrol car in Bedford-Stuyvesant 
in what Police Commissioner Bratton 
called an “assassination.” The culprit 
later turned the gun on himself.

Countdown in Coney: Borough 
President Adams kicked off a fresh 
New Year’s Eve tradition by hosting 
a countdown event in Coney Island 
centered on the neighborhood’s iconic 
Parachute Jump. The event featured 
fi reworks and a light show courtesy of 
the tower’s fl ashy new lighting system, 
and future countdowns with include 
live local bands.

COUNTING UP: Borough President Adams 
says the New Year’s countdown on Coney Is-
land’s Parachute Jump will be a new annual 
tradition. Photo by Arthur De Gaeta

Continued from page 10 

YEAR IN REVIEW

MISTLETOE MADNESS: Our intrepid pho-
tographer Georgine Benvenuto was struck 
in the face by a TGIFridays’ mistletoe drone. 
 Community News Group / Vanessa Ogle
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BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 

selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$A
VE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend 
$50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.
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BROOKLYN 718.769.2000 
1702 SHEEPSHEAD BAY RD.
WWW.LIFEMADEALITTLEEASIER.COM

FIND US:
LIFEMADEALITTLEEASIER

LIFEMADEALITTLEEASIER
#LIFEMADEALITTLEEASIER

START VAPINGST   P SMOKING
Start a new healthier life

STARTING KIT 
Starts at $30
The kit includes 650 battery with a tank, 
charger and pouch. Juice not included.

BUSINESS BROOKLYN STYLE – ADVERTISEMENT

Well, this one was  
armed...

The Pointing Finger

by Dr. Stephen Finger

An ‘Unarmed’ Young Man Was 
Shot...

Was that the important thing? 
that he was unarmed? Is that ever 
the important thing? 

Is the cop really supposed to 
fight back with his bare hands, 
even if he feels his life is in 
danger, because, if he uses his 
gun and if the guy he’s trying to 
arrest is unarmed, then it wasn’t a 
‘fair’ fight? (By the way, what if 
the ‘policeman’ is a policewoman? 
Still not allowed to shoot? SHE 
also has to fight fair?)

Well, if the cop is the only one 
with a gun, then it might not be a fair 
fight but....IT’S NOT SUPPOSED 

TO BE A ‘FAIR’ FIGHT. An arrest 
is not a duel. It’s not Man from La 
Mancha.  The cop is supposed to 
win. You’re supposed to give up. 
You’re being arrested. Tomorrow, 
you’ll have a lawyer and then 
there’ll be the judge.

Yesterday we saw what happens 
when the other guy is armed. 
That’s the way it will always be 
if the bad guy has a gun. Nobody 
reads a cop his Miranda rights. It’s 
just, BANG!

Rest in peace, Officer Liu.
Rest in peace, Officer Ramos.
Dr. Finger practices medicine 

(Otolaryngology) in Brooklyn, NY. 
(718) 692-1515. drstevefinger@
aol.com  —  Visit our blog at: www.
ThePointingFinger.Blogspot.com
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Maximize The  
Use Of Space 

An educa�onal 
seminar that will 
teach techniques 
for making your 
home or o�ce  

safer and be�er 
organized 

Wednesday, January 7, 2015 
11AM 

 

& 
 

Thursday, January 22, 2015 
6:30PM 

 
Coney Island Hospital’s 

2nd Floor Kane Auditorium 

2601 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn NY 11235 
www.coneyislandhospital.com 

@ConeyIslandHosp 
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BY JOANNA R. LEEFER

T here is no place like 
home! Most seniors want 
to live independently for 

as long as possible, but some 
are forced to give this up due 
to concerns for their safety. 
As people age they often face 
more physical and mental 
handicaps. Many are at risk 
for falls or emergency medi-
cal care and fear they will be 
unable to alert anyone. Other 
seniors begin to show signs of 
memory loss and might inad-
vertently leave the stove on, or 
forget to take medications as 
required.

Now seniors and their fam-
ilies can breathe a sigh of re-
lief. Many elderly people are 
able to stay in their homes lon-
ger and more safely than ever 
by taking advantage of today’s 
modern technology. Newly de-
veloped sensor devices and 
web-based programs offer 

older adults and their con-
cerned children ways to live 
safely at home. These high-
tech devices called Personal 
Emergency Response Services 
unobtrusively monitor folks at 
homes.  

A newly published study re-
leased by Frost and Sullivan, 
a global consulting fi rm spe-
cializing in high technology, 
estimates the Personal Emer-

gency Response Services mar-
ket earned an estimated $1.04 
billion in revenue in 2013. 
The fi rm predicts the market 
will continue to grow and will 
reach $1.46 billion by 2017. 

One of the simplest and 
best-known devices is the 
medical alert system. This 
simple device has been avail-
able for years. The alert is 
worn around the neck or on 

the wrist and can signal an 
outside source in case of need. 
If a person falls or fi nds him-
self in a dangerous situation, 
he can press a button to call 
for help. The biggest problem 
with this technology is the 
user must agree to or remem-
ber to wear the device, and 
must be motivated to press 
the button. Many older adults 
prefer to remain unattended 
rather than alarm a loved one 
when they need help.

More sophisticated tech-
nologies are being developed 
that can solve these problems 
and make living around the 
house easier. Companies are 
creating customized sensory 
systems that can monitor ac-
tivity and unobtrusively track 
a person’s movement around 
the home 24 hours a day. 
These wireless motion or con-
tact sensors can be placed on 
kitchen appliances, cabinets, 

doorways, windows, walls, 
and beds and record all house-
hold activities. 

The sensors can even be 
programmed to anticipate ac-
tivity. For instance, if your 
mother usually sits in a fa-
vorite chair every afternoon, 
a monitor in the chair can be 
programmed to note when she 
is sitting. If the sensor cannot 
detect her for a signifi cant pe-
riod of time, a signal will alert 
a central monitoring center 
and a staff member will call. If 
your mother does not answer, 
the center will alert you or an-
other designated person who 
can check on her.

Other sensors can be 
placed in a bed and note when 
the person lies down and gets 
up. They can be programed to 
note when the person gets up 
to go to the bathroom. If the 
person is not back within a 

TECHNOLOGY 
is helping seniors remain independent longer

Sensors can be placed in a bed and note 
when the person lies down and gets up. They 
can be programed to note when the person 

gets up to go to the bathroom. If the person is 
not back within a predictable period of time, 

the sensor alerts the system to the possibility 
that the person might have fallen.  

Continued on page 20
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Senior Residences on the Beach

Island Shores is a place you can call home 
at a price you can afford.

At Island Shores, you will enjoy fully furnished 
studios and suites with daily housekeeping, 

cable television, three gourmet meals, 
a complete library of books and 

periodicals, a healthy living exercise 
center, a mini-theatre with daily 
shows, computers with Internet 

access, plus planned trips, 
walking tours, 

and so much more!

(718) 667-0666
www.islandshores.org

*All services, amenities, and utilities included – no additional fees. 

No Community Fee 
& First Month Rent Free

Newly renovated bathrooms with walk-in 
marble showers! Must see!

F or many older drivers, driving is 
more than getting from point A to 
point B. Getting behind the wheel 

allows older drivers to remain inde-
pendent, as well as mobile. But as a per-
son ages, his risk of injury on the road 
increases, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. Older 
adults and their family members need 
to make plans for handing dwindling 
skills behind the wheel and the point 
in time when it is no longer safe for a 
loved one to continue driving.

In rural and suburban communities, 
driving is a necessity for independent 
living. With limited resources available 
for older individuals to get around, se-
niors may hold onto the notion of driv-
ing longer than is safe and practical. 
The National Highway Traffi c Safety 
Administration says that in 2009 alone, 
5,288 people age 65 and older were killed 
and 187,000 were injured in traffi c ac-
cidents. Older people are involved in 
around 15 percent of all traffi c accidents 
in a typical year.

Getting older doesn’t mean it’s time 
for you or a loved one to turn in your 
license just yet. There are ways people 
can come together to make the driving 
experience go smoothly, and it often be-
gins with an honest conversation.

Let a loved one know you are on 

his side. Make sure the fi rst topic of 
conversation is that it is not your inten-
tion to take away the keys of the car. In-
dicate that you want to work together to 
help keep this person behind the wheel 
as long as possible. Being open and hon-
est about intentions may eliminate ar-
guments or animosity.

Figure out safe ways to keep your 

loved one driving. This may include 
identifying a new car with upgraded 
safety features, such as brighter head-

lights, a back-up camera, and a better 
safety record. Enroll together in a driv-
ing safety course to brush up on driving 
skills.

Go for a “test drive.” Family mem-
bers can ride along with an older driver 
to get a better sense of his ability behind 
the wheel. If drivers have too many close 
calls, frequently get lost in familiar 
places, exhibit slower response times, 
or are easily distracted, this should be 
a wake-up call and the loved one should 
intervene.

Schedule a vision and hearing 

exam. Driving abilities can be affected 
by poor vision and hearing, both com-
mon side effects of getting older. Getting 
a senior a new eyeglass prescription or 
a better hearing aid may make all the 
difference in his driving ability.

Review prescriptions and over-

the-counter medications. Many se-
niors take a bevy of different medica-
tions, and the side effects to these drugs 
could impact their driving abilities. If 
medications cause drowsiness or dizzi-
ness, speak with your loved one’s physi-
cian about a possible alternative treat-
ment that might make driving safer.

Be honest. If an older driver is no 
longer safe behind the wheel of his auto-
mobile, it is important to involve other 
family members and make a joint deci-
sion to remove driving privileges. Have 
other solutions available, such as senior 
busing or courtesy vans, so your loved 
one doesn’t feel he will be confi ned to 
the house.

Driving is a sensitive subject for 
older drivers who see being able to get 
behind the wheel as an opportunity to 
maintain their independence. But in-
dividuals need to be honest with them-
selves to remain safe on the road.  

Driving is a sensitive subject for older drivers who see being able to get behind the wheel 
as an opportunity to maintain their independence. But individuals need to be honest with 
themselves to remain safe on the road.

Older drivers have to 
reasses driving abilities

ELDERCARE TODAY
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D iffi cult fi nancial times 
have forced many peo-
ple young and old to al-

ter their lifestyles in order to 
stay afl oat fi nancially. Though 
unemployment has garnered 
most of the headlines as the 
economy has struggled the 
last several years, it’s not just 
men and women of working 
age who have felt the pinch.

In a 2010 study from the 
University of Michigan Law 
School, researchers found that 
people age 65 and older are 
the fastest-growing segment 
of the U.S. population seek-
ing bankruptcy protection. 
While there’s no single culprit 
for the rise in bankruptcy fi l-
ings among seniors, the state 
of Florida could offer valuable 
insight as to why the nation’s 
older citizens are increasingly 
fi ling for bankruptcy.

Many retirees call Flor-
ida home, and in the past 
such retirees could tap into 
their home equity whenever 
they began to struggle fi nan-
cially. However, like most of 
the country, Florida’s housing 
market is depressed, making 

it less viable for seniors to tap 
into their home equity to solve 
their fi nancial problems. In 
fact, according to a study by 
the Administrative Offi ce of 
the U.S. Courts, bankruptcy 
fi lings increased by 118 per-
cent in states where the home 
price index decreased.

For many seniors fearful of 

fi nancial struggles, living on 
a fi xed income can be a help-
ful way of ensuring their fu-
ture does not involve fi ling for 
bankruptcy. Though living 
on a fi xed income is a defi nite 
challenge and certainly offers 
no guarantee that bankruptcy 
can be avoided, it does provide 
a framework seniors can rely 

on to keep their heads above 
water during diffi cult eco-
nomic times.

Make an honest 
assessment 

Living on a fi xed income 
involves being honest with 
yourself and admitting what 
your resources truly are. 
Write down any sources of in-
come, including Social Secu-
rity payments, pension pay-
outs, investments, etc. Then 
write down how much money 
you have in savings or print 
out a statement of all savings 
accounts.

Once you have an accu-
rate fi gure of both income and 
savings, write down all your 
monthly expenses, including 
all expenses, no matter how 
minute they may seem. From 
here you can determine just 
how much you can spend each 
month.

Prioritize spending 
habits 

Some expenses, including 
medications and monthly util-
ity bills, will always remain 

a top priority. However, those 
who must begin living on a 
fi xed income need to prioritize 
how they spend their discre-
tionary funds. For instance, 
a membership at the local 
country club can cost several 
thousands of dollars per year, 
whereas the local public golf 
course only charges players 
each time they play. While the 
country club might have a bet-
ter course, it could be more 
prudent to choose the public 
course and save the cost of a 
private membership instead.

Find it for free 
People pay for many ser-

vices each month that they 
could very well fi nd for free. 
For example, in addition to 
books, many local libraries 
now allow members to check 
out CDs and DVDs at no cost. 
The same also goes for mag-
azines. Instead of paying a 
monthly subscription cost, 
visit the local library and read 
the magazines there for free. If 
the local library does not have 
your favorite periodical, the 

Learning to live on a fi xed income

For many seniors fearful of fi nancial struggles, living on a fi xed income 
can be a helpful way of ensuring their future does not involve fi ling for 
bankruptcy.

Continued on page 20

ELDERCARE TODAY

Helping Brooklyn Th rive
nym.org  •  718-246-8614 

EXCEPT IONAL

The Stroke Center at New York Methodist Hospital is one of the 
few facilities with the latest technology to treat and reverse strokes. 

Our highly trained neurosurgeons are capable of reversing stroke 
eff ects up to twelve hours from the onset of symptoms, often leading to 
prevention of permanent damage.  Th e center also provides a full range 
of stroke recovery treatments and rehabilitation programs.
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Thank you GuildNet.

Dealing with a loved one’s long term illness 
can mean handling a lot of hassles, like filling 
out paperwork. GuildNet’s long term care 
plans take away the hassles so your loved 
one can stay safe at home.  

Call GuildNet – we speak your language.

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220
or visit  
www.GuildNetNY.org

Taking away the 
hassles brought 
back Mom’s smile.

Seniors who are bilingual 
and have spoken two or 
more languages since their 

youth may have cognitive ad-
vantages over adults who have 
only spoken one language their 
entire lives.

A new study headed by 
Brian Gold, a neuroscientist 
at the University of Kentucky 
College of Medicine, which was 
published in the journal Neu-
roscience, found that bilingual-
ism leads to heightened mental 
skills. In the study, participants 
were divided into three groups: 
bilingual seniors, monolingual 
seniors, and younger adults. 
Each group was instructed to 
sort colors and shapes in a se-
ries of simple cognitive exer-
cises. The researchers used 
a brain imaging technique 
to compare how well the sub-
jects switched between mental 
tasks. The results indicated 
there were different patterns 
of brain activity among the 
groups when the tasks were be-

ing completed.
The patterns showed that 

bilingual seniors were able to 
switch between tasks and acti-
vate their brains in a manner 
closer to the younger subjects. 
They didn’t have to expend 
much effort, and they out-per-
formed their peers who were 
monolingual. The researchers 
surmised the bilingual seniors 
were using their brains more 
effi ciently.

Other studies have shown 
bilingualism pays even more 
dividends, including improved 
cognitive function in those suf-
fering from Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. A study titled “Lifelong 
Bilingualism Maintains Neu-
ral Effi ciency for Cognitive 
Control in Aging,” found that 
even though seniors who spoke 
dual languages had more brain 
atrophy due to Alzheimer’s, 
they were still able to function 
better than individuals with 
lower levels of atrophy who 
spoke one language. Research-

ers believe that being bilingual 
strengthens the brain’s capac-
ity for doing work, even if it is 
working at a defi cit.

The jury is still out as to 
whether learning a second lan-
guage or moving to a foreign 
country as an adult can provide 
the same level of cognitive ad-
vantage as being bilingual from 
childhood. However, learning a 
new language can help keep the 
brain sharp. Many experts now 
believe learning a second lan-
guage is no harder when you’re 
getting on in years than when 
you’re a child. 

There are different methods 
to learning a new language:

• Foreign language tapes
• Grammar and vocabulary 

books from a child’s foreign 
language class

• A foreign language tutor
• Vocabulary index cards
Urging children to learn a 

new language or learning as an 
adult can have profound effects 
on mental abilities.  

Cognitive ability better 
among bilingual seniors

Seniors who have been bilingual since childhood have cognitive advan-
tages over those who only speak one language.

ELDERCARE TODAY
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ELDERCARE

Enrico Ascher, MD

Natalie Marks, MDAnil Hingorani, MD

Advanced Aortic Aneurysm Center
of the Vascular Institute of New York

Established in 1992

 Extraordinary techniques by internationally 
recognized vascular specialists...

Drs. Enrico Ascher, Anil Hingorani and Natalie Marks have introduced 
for the very fi rst time in New York City a minimally invasive tecnnique to repair 

an abdominal aortic aneurysm via a tiny puncture in each groin under local anesthesia. 
Patients may be discharged home the very same day and have supper with the family!

Aortic aneurysms are more common than you think!
They are known to be “silent killers”.

If you are 60 years of age or older you may benefi t 
from a visit to a board certifi ed vascular specialist.

www.VascularNYC.com

Memory loss is a natural 
part of aging. Over time, an 
adult’s brain changes and 
some aspects of cognition 
(thinking), such as attention 
and memory, may deteriorate. 
Most people are able to adapt 
to these subtle changes. How-
ever, when the natural aging 
process of the brain is acceler-
ated by disease, the result may 
be dementia, in which loss of 
cognition is severe enough to 
interfere with a person’s daily 
functioning.

“Dementia can manifest in 
many forms and typically be-
gins affecting people over the 
age of 65,” said Albert Ortega, 
Ph.D., neuropsychologist at 
New York Methodist Hospital. 
“Typical signs and symptoms 
of memory-related conditions 
can include: being less social 
than usual or exhibiting iso-
lating behavior; confusing or 
forgetting names of familiar 
people, such as family mem-
bers or close friends; difficulty 
completing important tasks, 
such as balancing a checkbook 
or making a favorite recipe; 
having trouble understanding 
or following directions or in-

structions; getting lost in the 
middle of a conversation; ne-
glecting personal hygiene and 
other basic needs, or repeat-
ing the same question or state-
ment several times.”

Alzheimer’s disease is the 
most common cause of de-
mentia, affecting one in eight 

older Americans. However, Al-
zheimer’s is not the only cause 
of dementia. “Seniors can ex-
perience confusion or memory 
problems for a variety of rea-
sons, such as infection, vita-
min deficiencies, depression, 
thyroid problems or medica-
tion misuse,” said Miran Sal-

gado, M.D., chairman of neuro-
sciences at NYM. “A thorough 
evaluation of each patient can 
help ensure that these condi-
tions are ruled out or treated 
through lifestyle changes or 
medication.”

Once a physician reviews 
a patient’s current symptoms 
and determines an overall risk 
for dementia, the next step is 
to schedule an appointment 
with a neurologist for further 
evaluation.

“Typically, a neurologist 
orders blood work, neuroim-
aging—such as computed 
tomography or magnetic res-
onance imaging—and a neu-
ropsychological assessment,” 
Dr. Ortega said. “When a pa-
tient meets with a neuropsy-
chologist, this specialist will 
determine whether cognition 
is what it should be, based on 
the patient’s age. Once these 
elements are considered, the 
neurologist can determine 
whether dementia is present 
and the likely cause.”

While there is no cure for 
dementia, diagnosing the con-
dition early allows specialists

to treat symptoms by pre-

scribing specific dementia 
medications to help maintain 
functioning. Other methods 
of managing dementia include 
assessing non-dementia-re-
lated medications or supple-
ments that could be adding to 
the person’s confused state; 
practicing mental exercises 
(especially if they involve in-
teraction with your environ-
ment) to strengthen the brain; 
or having the person instruct 
someone else on how to per-
form a well-known task, such 
as preparing a favorite meal or 
recalling where certain items 
should be stored in the house.

“Staying physically and 
mentally active is the first step 
toward better brain health,” 
says Dr. Salgado. “Taking time 
for a daily walk or other form 
of exercise can help maintain 
memory. No matter what your 
age, you can take steps to boost 
your brainpower.” 

For more information or 
to make an appointment with 
a specialist at NYM’s Mem-
ory and Attention Center, call 
718.780-7829 or go to www.nym.
org and enter the term “Mem-
ory Center” in the search box.

New York Methodist Helps Seniors Combat Memory Loss
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content could very well be available 
for free online.

Expect the unexpected 
One of the worst things that can 

happen to a person on a fi xed income 
is to encounter an unexpected cost. 
This can include an unforeseen hos-
pital visit, a costly auto repair or even 
infl ation that wasn’t factored into 
your initial fi xed income budget. Men 

and women on fi xed incomes should 
expect such emergencies and save ac-
cordingly each month. Saving money 
should never go out of style, and those 
on fi xed incomes should still attempt 
to save money each month. Coming in 
under budget and making the most of 
it can make the difference between ca-
pably handling an emergency or being 
forced to consider unattractive alter-
natives such as fi ling for bankruptcy.

For more information on living on a 
fi xed income, visit the AARP at www.
aarp.org.

predictable period of time, the sensor 
alerts the system to the possibility that 
the person might have fallen.  

Another type of monitor is the med-
icine reminder or pill dispenser that 
alerts the user to take medications at 
set times of the day. Some medicine 
devices are programmed to dispense 
medications at specifi c times only, so 
there is no danger that the user can 
take more than one dosage at a time. 
These devices can also send out re-
minders when medications need to 
be taken. The reminders can be in the 
form of visual and, or, auditory alerts. 
If the individual does not respond in a 
reasonable period of time, an outside 
service will call and remind the user. 
If the user still does not respond, a fam-
ily member or assigned caregiver will 
be notifi ed by phone, email, or text. 

The automatic stove shut off device 
is hooked up to a stove and monitors 
movement around it. If the computer 
detects that a stove has been on too 
long it will automatically turn it off. 

Looking into the future, compa-
nies are already experimenting with 
robots to take care of everyday tasks 
for seniors such as setting up medi-
cations, making shopping lists, and 
performing minor household tasks. 
A recent movie with Frank Langella 
called “Robot & Frank,” set in the 
not-too-distant future, shows a robot 
that is programmed to cook, do basic 
housekeeping, and run errands for an 
elderly man, Frank, who is beginning 
to show signs of forgetfulness. In the 
movie, the character Frank, who had 
been had been a notorious jewel thief 
when he was younger, actually trains 
the robot to break into a home and 

steal jewelry.
Although companies are not likely 

to develop a robot with that much so-
phistication, there has been some suc-
cess in developing machines that can 
helpful in performing necessary tasks. 
In 2010, researchers at the Georgia In-
stitute of Technology developed Cody, 
a robotic nurse that can help bathe el-
derly patients who are too injured or 
are too arthritics to bathe themselves. 
Hector, a robot designed in Europe, is 
programmed to remind people to take 
their medicine, and keep track of their 
reading glasses. Finally HERB, short 
for Home Exploring Robot Butler, de-
signed by researchers at Carnegie 
Mellon, can retrieve household objects 
and do simple cleaning. In 2013, Na-
bisco challenged HERB’s designers to 
program it to separate an Oreo cookie, 
which it did. 

New introductions into the Per-
sonal Emergency Response Services 
market are becoming more and more 
creative. It is not likely that we will all 
have or even want a caregiver robot 
that will take the place of a home aide 
or attendant. However, there is much 
hope that as our aging population con-
tinues to grow, these new creations, 
be they sensors, alerts, or robots, will 
make it easier for our elders to age 
more graciously in their own homes. 

Joanna R. Leefer is a senior care ad-
visor/advocate and founder of Elder-
CareGiving, a service that helps fami-
lies fi nd and get the best care for their 
aging loved ones when family care is no 
longer enough. She has been working 
with seniors and their families for 10 
years. Her book “Almost Like Home: A 
Family Guide to Navigating the Nurs-
ing Home Maze,” is now available. To 
order, go to http://joannaleefer.com/
book-preview.

Dr. Thomas Aiello and Dr. Adam Pass have 
combined their practices into a state-of-the-art 
model of 21st century healthcare delivery.

Dr. Aiello is particularly skilled in refractive 
surgery and premium implant cataract 
microsurgery.

Dr. Pass is fellowship trained in neuro-
ophthalmology, performs cataract surgery, 
regularly assists in retinal surgical procedures, 
and enjoys seeing patients in pediatric, adult  
and senior age groups.

Both are board certified by the American Board 
of Ophthalmology and have been recertified.

Adam B. Pass, M.D.
Thomas C. Aiello, M.D

8723 Third Avenue
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11209

718-836-2001
718- 836-1779

OPEN 6 DAYS
Most Health Insurances

Accepted

Board Certified 
Ophthalmologist

Advanced Cataract 
Surgery

Specialists in the 
Diagnosis of Eye 
Diseases

Medicare Accepted

GHI United Healthcare, 
Oxford,BCBS

Emblem, Healthfirst

LASIK Refractive 
Surgery

Open 6 Days/wk

Emergencies accepted 

Full Service Optical   
with a licensed Optician 
is available on premises 
on Mondays and 
Wednesday through 
Saturday.

HOLIDAY LASIK SPECIAL
$1,000 Off the standard rate

when surgery is booked by January 31, 2015
Call to schedule your FREE Consultaion

 CLOSE TO HOME
  Your Neighborhood Dialysis Center

DYKER HEIGHTS 
DIALYSIS CENTER
Medical Director:
Henry Lipner, M.D. • 718-648-0101
1435 86th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11228
718-256-5800

For more information regarding admission or to arrange 
   a tour contact Jillian Benner - Social Worker

DYKER HEIGHTS 
DIALYSIS CENTER
Medical Director:
Henry Lipner, M.D. • 718-648-0101
1435 86th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11228
718-256-5800

Continued from page 15

Technology

Continued from page 17

Fixed income
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M edical advancements 
have enabled people to 
live longer. Though ev-

eryone wants to live longer, 
some people outlive their abil-
ity to care for themselves. In 
such instances, family mem-
bers must make a decision re-
garding how best to care for 
an elderly relative.

According to the study “Ag-
ing in Place in America,” 63 
percent of Baby Boomers are 
actively involved in provid-
ing some kind of help or assis-
tance to their elderly parents. 
Whether this is due to the ris-
ing cost of elder care or simply 
a feeling of obligation on the 
part of the child, many middle-
aged men and women are re-
sponsible for caring for aging 
parents and young children.

The emotions that might 
result from caring for an ag-
ing parent are often mixed. 
Some people are happy to do 
their part to help make life a 
little easier for a person who 

devoted so much of his energy 
to raising them. Others in the 
sandwich generation can feel 
like this is a burden or guilty 
that they’re not doing enough 
for a parent.

Signs an elder 
needs help

When an older relative 
stops driving, this is often in-
dicative that he needs assis-
tance with daily living. There 
also may be signs that support 
and care is needed, such as if 
the house seems untidy, if he 
is having trouble maintaining 
personal hygiene, if the parent 
is getting hurt attempting to 
do things around the house, or 
if he seems malnourished due 
to the inability to cook meals. 
Limited mobility or loss of 
mental faculties also may be 
indicative that it is time for a 
loved one to receive care.

Questions to ask
Although taking on the 

care of an aging parent may 
seem like the best idea possi-
ble, particularly for a senior 
who is very afraid of losing 
his independence, it may not 
always be in either party’s 
best interest. Before anyone 
determines what will be done 
to help a relative, it’s best to 
answer a few questions as 
straightforwardly as possible.

• What type of care does my 
parent need?

• How soon into the future 
is that type of care bound to 
change?

• Can this care be handled 
by someone who comes into 
the house, such as a visiting 
nurse?

• Will my parent feel com-
fortable with an outside per-
son helping with day-to-day 
care?

• What are my parent’s lim-
itations?

• Am I capable of handling 
this on my own?

• Can I afford an adequate-

care facility?
• What are my local facility 

options?
• Will this type of care af-

fect my own personal well-be-
ing?

• Can I handle this emotion-
ally and physically?

Any person facing the pros-
pect of caring for an aging par-
ent can realize that there is 
help available, as well as many 
different people who can help 
guide a decision. The fi rst re-
source is to ask siblings, aunts, 
uncles, and cousins to weigh 
in on the situation to help the 
family come to a consensus.

There are also social work-
ers who specialize in this sort 
of thing, as well as fi nancial 
consultants who can spell out 
the pros and cons of different 
types of care and help deter-
mine the most affordable op-
tion. This can also go a long 
way toward helping determine 
the course of action.

The burden of caring for a 
parent can take a physical and 
mental toll on a person. Know-
ing there is a support circle 
available can ease one’s mind 
and enable caregivers to make 
rational decisions that are in 
everyone’s best interest.

Celebrating 30 years of servicing the community!

Evening & Weekend Hours Available

Tel: 

Dedicated To Your Recovery!
Home Care

When you become the 
parent of your parent

Caring for a loved one who can no longer care for himself is something 
that many Baby Boomers are facing on a daily basis.

ELDERCARE TODAY
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To the editor,
I have profound respect for Sha-

vana Abruzzo’s column “A British-
er’s View,” but she is way off base 
about the use of torture on our pris-
oners of war (“America’s ethical 
thrombosis,” Dec. 19). If we do this 
then we can expect other nations to 
do likewise. Lie detector tests are 
only accurate 51 percent of the time, 
and guilty people with good nerves 
will pass them while emotionally 
weak ones will fail, even if inno-
cent. A friend who majored in crimi-
nal psychology told me that sodium 
pentathol, the truth serum, is 95 per-
cent reliable. Therefore I do not see 
why we can’t use it on prisoners who 
claim they are innocent. In 44 states 
the governor can grant pardons or 
commute a prisoner’s sentence de-
pending on the outcome. 

The truth serum may cost $30,000 
to administer, but it costs the states 
and the federal government much 
more to keep a prisoner behind 
bars. Nothing is foolproof and this 
technique may have devastating 
side effects for the innocent and the 
guilty, but if prisoners are willing to 
take a chance on their liberty being 
restored, the government should be 
willing to give it a try. 

Let us not forget that graffiti sus-
pect Michael Fay was ruthlessly 
beaten by police in Singapore in 1992 
until he confessed. He claimed he 
was innocent when he came home, 
but Singapore used duress. I believe 
sodium pentathol should be used at 
home and abroad, even on terrorists 
and thugs. If we engage in water-
boarding our prisoners of war, their 
nations will use torture on us. Sha-
vana Abruzzo needs to realize that 
what goes around comes around.
 Elliott Abosh

 Brighton Beach

To the editor,
A representative of the real es-

tate company preparing to build a 
40-story tower in Trump Village 
shopping center was totally disin-
genuous when he stated that he was 
unaware that the property is lo-

cated atop an old contaminated gas 
manufacturing area (“Troubling 
Trump talk,” Nov. 21, 2014). A multi-
million-dollar company unaware of 
this fact? How ludicrous. Well they 
know it now.

The hardship from the destruc-
tion of the shopping center will 
cause problems for seniors with lim-
ited mobility. In addition the clean-
up of the toxic contaminants will 
cause many medical problems for 
this population.

The owner of the company, Rubin 
Schron, a senior himself, seems not 
to care. In his case greed seems to 
be the prime motivator. Let me ask 
Mr. Schron a simple question: Who 
in his right mind would spend hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars to buy 
an apartment in a building that is 
built on poisonous land like this?

Alvin H. Turk

 Trump Village

To the editor,
Martin Boxer’s frustration with 

Aldi supermarket’s “blatant indif-
ference to its Jewish customers” 
(“Jew diss,” Sound Off to the Edi-
tor, Dec. 19) begs the question: Why 
should Aldi sell Jewish holiday pro-
visions if it doesn’t want to, regard-
less of their motives? He expresses 
the management may be anti-Jew-
ish, or perhaps there is little profit 
to the company in stocking Jewish 
items on their shelves. Either way 
this sets up an opportunity for an 
agile competitor to step in and fill 
this market void. Aldi supermar-
ket is a business, first and foremost. 
It has an obligation to pull a profit 
from the items it sells. Has Boxer 
considered the possibility that there 
is too little demand for his requested 
items? In a capitalist country like 
America, the concept of supply and 
demand governs the way a business 
operates.

So while Boxer finger points and 
provides “evidence” of anti-Jewish 
leanings at Aldi, other economic fac-
tors should be considered as well. In 
keeping with the holiday spirit, Mar-
tin Boxer should not be too hasty in 
judging Aldi so harshly.

Let’s not forget, Boxer (perhaps 
with the financial help of his friends 
and family) can open his own neigh-
borhood supermarket and sell to the 
consuming public what Boxer feels 
they want to buy. Boxer’s Supermar-
ket is a catchy name, don’t you think? 

I for one would drop by and purchase 
matzoh, shabbos candles, and Meno-
rah supplies at Boxer’s. Isn’t Amer-
ica great? Aaron Rybstein

Brooklyn College

To the editor,
I am so tired of hearing individ-

uals and even our elected officials 
complain about the city charging 
10 cents per plastic shopping bag in-
stead of handing them out for free 
with purchases (“Plastic bag fee 
sees backlash,” Dec. 5, 2014). Costco, 
BJ’s and other big box stores do not 
carry plastic bags, they have boxes 
that you can put your purchases 
in. Even Food Basic on Coyle Street 
doesn’t use plastic bags, but you 
can purchase a nice heavy bag from 
them at 10 cents and you can use 
their cardboard boxes also. I was 
in Stop & Shop yesterday and they 
now carry a bigger shopping bag for 
10 cents, but their bags are not the 
same quality as those at Food Basic. 

I have a few canvas bags for my 
groceries and I have a thermal bag 
for frozen items or products that 
need to stay cold. They’re nice and 
big and I would suggest a canvas 
bag that can be thrown in with your 
wash rather than those small plastic 
bags sold at the supermarkets. Addi-
tionally you can purchase a shop-
ping cart for your trips to the store. 
I’d also like to ask why you need a 
shopping bag to carry a product 
such as milk, orange juice or other 
items that have handles on them? 

We must all do our part to pro-
tect and save the environment, espe-
cially when you see all those smelly 
landfills and hear that it can take up 
to 1,000 years for a plastic bag to dis-
integrate once its thrown away. So 
stop crying about having to pay 10 
cents for a plastic shopping bag and 
do your part to protect the environ-
ment. Rosalie Caliendo    

Gravesend

...
To the editor,

Enough is enough about the plan 
to charge 10 cents for shopping bags. 
The way some supermarkets bag 
items we will end up paying more 
for the bags, which I use for garbage. 
The use of tote bags will lead to a lot 
of shop lifting, especially when there 
are no police on the streets. Just the 
other week at the Bay Ridge Food-
town, cops were called to arrest a 
man for stealing food. These people 

who want to charge 10 cents per bag 
should be put at the bottom of the At-
lantic Ocean. These supermarkets 
make enough money as it is.

Every day supermarkets throw 
away more bags than they use to 
bag groceries, and they use the very 
cheapest of bags whose handles 
sometimes break off as the cashier 
is handing them to you. Custom-
ers can also be pigs. They combine 
some of their groceries and dump 
the empty plastic bags in shopping 
carts to be tossed away. This city 
and country are getting more men-
tally retarded every second of every 
day. God help us. Richard Martin

 Bay Ridge

To the editor,
Thanks for the article on the B49 

bus service (“Bus lane is slow lane, 
say locals,” Nov. 25, 2014). The driv-
ers are nasty and pass you by in cold 
weather. The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority is not doing 
anything about this. It is wearing 
blinders. Buses without service are 
too frequent to be true. I called to 
complain and many other residents 
have too! The schedule is a farce.  
 Gerald Lefcourt

 Bay Ridge

To the editor,
I applaud the reason and the co-

operation of many agencies regard-
ing the gun buy-back program, but 
it seems that illegal guns from out of 
state are always involved. The other 
day it was reported that a handful of 
guns came aboard an airline from 
out of state. The people that let this 
happen were workers who were sup-
posed to check each and every pas-
senger. So we hear about security at 
the airports, but not this time. 

Vast amount of money will al-
ways do the talking. Lucky for those 
passengers nothing happened. So 
dear friends and neighbors how safe 
are we really? Once again the politi-
cians will hit the mic in frustration, 
but still do nothing. All I ever hear 
are empty words with no action. 
Then again had the Supreme Court 
ruled the second amendment to 
carry guns unconstitutional many 
of these problems would not be a 
burden of society. We all pay for loss 
of life, no matter who or what.
 Solomon Rafelosky

 Brighton Beach

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
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his time last 
year Mayor 
Bill DeBlasio 

was a jolly mayor-
elect picking out 
his inauguration 
tie and yodel-
ing, “We will be 
no longer a divided city.” To-
day he is a human Marianna 
Fault, spent and broken, con-
stipated with fiascoes and 
failures, shunned by his po-
lice force, faced with a mount-
ing call for his resignation, 
and winner of the Oaf-icial of 
2014 Award.

Let us count the ways how 
so much went so wrong — so 
fast — for the man who de-
clared not so long ago, “We 
can become America’s DNA 
for the future.”

Crummy start: Bill’s in-
auguration — a racist screech-
fest — kicked off with a wild-
ing spree he ignored, as more 
than 400 mostly black teenag-
ers stormed Kings Plaza Mall 
days before his ceremony, 
looting and assaulting shop-

pers in a random binge of vi-
olence that foretold the may-
hem to curdle his watch.

Low-life appointees: Bill 
virtually strong-armed the 
Council to install Melissa 
Mark-Viverito as speaker, 
despite her dreamy support 
of remorseless Puerto Rican 
terrorist Oscar Lopez-Rivera, 
serving 70 years for plotting 
to overthrow the U.S. govern-
ment with the Armed Forces 
of National Liberation, a gang 
responsible for the largest 
number of terror attacks on 
American soil between 1970 
and 2011.

Racist advisors: Bill and 
Al Sharpton became bosom 
buddies and paired off for a 
racial fandango that violated 
the city and damaged his 

mayoralty — pos-
sibly irreparably.

Family glut: 
Henpecked Bill’s 
s w a g g e r i n g 
spouse quickly 
outwore her wel-
come, as a first 

lady who muscled in on public 
business and appointed her-
self a six-figure chief of staff 
who was a lying tax cheat 
with a cop-hating murderer 
for a live-in lover. 

Lousy leader: Bill dug 
his own political grave when 
he became a white apologist 
for angry blacks and vilified 
the cops who keep this city 
from going to the dogs, but 
hailed the anti-police-brutal-
ity bowel movement that trig-
gered the revenge-slaughter 
of two Finest on Christmas 
week. In Bill’s own words of a 
year ago, “So, let’s be honest 
about where we are today” in 
a city forsaken and divided by 
his lousy leadership.

Follow me on Twitter @
BritShavana

he curtain is about to 
descend on 2014 and the 
fat lady is almost ready 

to sing. 
Who is this fat lady we 

hear about near the end of ev-
ery year? Some folks say she 
is Kate Smith. I don’t think 
so. Others tell us that the line 
deals with religion and the 
phrase is “Church isn’t over 
till the fat lady sings.” Then 
there are the authorities who 
make the most sense by tell-
ing us it comes from a long, 
boring Wagnerian opera that 
ends with a very large lady 
singing a long, boring finale. 

It doesn’t matter. She’s al-
most through, and so is 2014. 
Every one of us can now look 
back and reflect. 

Right now I am looking 
back at the surprise of the 
year. Near the end of Novem-
ber Sen. Charles E. Schumer 
made a speech and told the 
world how unhappy he is with 
his party pushing the Afford-
able Care Act when they did. 
Can you imagine this? One of 
the most important, power-
ful American Democrats is 
sticking it to Obamacare. 

Hey there Chuck. Why are 
you doing this now? Is this for 
Hillary to give you the nod for 
Vice President? Surely you 
must have felt this way for a 
while. What took you so long 
to speak up? What do you in-
tend to do about it? Submit 
a bill to remove some of the 
unpopular portions and you 
will be a hero on both sides of 
the aisle.

One of the best comments 
of 2014 came from the mouth 
of NBA Hall of Famer, super-
star, Charles Barkley. He is 
one African American who, 
in his commentary about 
Ferguson said, “The notion 
that white cops are out there 
just killing black people — 
that’s ridiculous. That’s just 
flat-out ridiculous. I chal-
lenge any black person to try 
to make that point. Cops are 
actually awesome. They are 
the only thing in the ghetto 
between this place being the 
wild, wild west. Every time 
something happens in the 
black community, we have 
the same cast of sad charac-
ters. We don’t have to have Al 
Sharpton go there.”

My choice for the book 
of the year is Bill O’Reilly’s, 
“Killing Patton.” I was sit-
ting on the top deck of Royal 

Caribbean’s beautiful Lib-
erty of the Seas reading it 
when a loud-mouthed yenta 
shouted, “How can you read 
that garbage?” 

“Garbage? You didn’t like 
it?”

“I didn’t read it. I wouldn’t 
read anything by him.”

This is the third time 
someone has negatively com-
mented on a book that I was 
reading that they never read. 
I heard the same dumb ban-
ter while holding a book by 
Howard Stern and then again 
several years later while 
reading Sarah Palin’s book. 
There are some very dumb 
people in this world with big 
mouths and little brains who 
are missing out. It’s like all 
those out there who hate the 
Fox News Channel but never 
watch it. 

The biggest lie of 2014 was 
actually said in 2013 but so 
much was said about it into 
the New Year, I’ll call it the 
lie of 2014. Everybody has 
heard, “If you like your plan 
you can keep your plan, pe-
riod.” But then he attempted 
to cover his tracks when, 
near the end of the year he 
said, “What we said was, 
‘You can keep your plan if it 
hasn’t changed since the law 
was passed.’ ” 

Since the law was passed? 
Bullchips!

I am StanGershbein@

Bellsouth.net wishing you 
all a happy, healthy, and safe 
New Year and a speedy and 
safe return of our service-
men and women from all 
over the planet. 

ot for nuthin, but it 
seems like only yester-
day that I was usher-

ing in 2014, and now here I am 
welcoming in 2015. 

My last year’s resolutions 
didn’t make it past the first 
week — but I did learn a thing 
or two in the last 365 days.  

I will never be a vegan. I 
love veggies, but I will never 
not love chicken, fish, or a 
good piece of filet mignon. 

Yes Dr. Hyman’s detox diet 
helped, but I couldn’t live for-
ever without a cheeseburger 
deluxe. 

Reaching the last year of 
my fifth decade, I’ve decided I 
want a do-over. 

Saving that new outfit for 
a special occasion is point-
less. Why buy it if you are not 
going to wear it right away? 
Enjoy it right now and create 
that special occasion today — 
there may never be another 
chance.

I rediscovered my long-ago 
love of jewelry making and 
bead crafting. 

Self-help books only help 
if you plan on self-helping. If 
not, don’t bother and save the 
money. 

Most often your body 
knows how to heal itself bet-
ter than any medication ever 
could. You just have to give it 
the opportunity. 

My grandmother was 
right: “If you go out with your 
own bag of troubles, you come 
home with the same bag,”

My mother was right: “You 
won’t know until you become 
a mother yourself.” I really 
didn’t understand that until 
I had a child of my own. My 
little one is 21 years old now, 

and I really have to let go — 
but I really don’t want to. 

The old adage of “The older 
you get the more you sound 
like your mother” is so true, 
and so annoying. 

Chocolate is truly a super 
food. Why did I fight it for so 
long?

A good friend is hard to 
find, but once found is invalu-
able in your life. 

A Polish proverb: “Not my 
circus, not my monkeys.” It 
gets me through every day. 

And no matter what twists 
and turns your journey takes, 
if you have enough faith in 
the steps you take, in the end 
they will lead you to exactly 
where you are meant to be. 

Not for Nuthin™, I’m of-
fering a few tips for 2015: May 
you always trust your own 
steps, have faith in the wis-
dom of the ages — and your in-
ner voice — and listen to your 
mother, she’s always right. 

Most importantly I wish 
for all of you a new year full 
of joy, happiness, and health. 
Remember it’s not your cir-
cus, they ain’t your monkeys.  

Follow me on Twitter @
JDelBuono.

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION

A BRITISHER’S
VIEW
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25 Women will have their important work profi led in the newspaper, and will be feted at a reception gala 
in their honor. It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough, in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: _____________________________________________________________________
Why are you nominating them? (In 5 lines or less) ____________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
How can we reach you or your nominee for more information?
Phone:______________________________________  Email:__________________________________

Or mail this form to:
Brooklyn Woman of Distinction
CNG Newspapers, One Metrotech Center
10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201
Att: Stephanie Stellaccio                                                             FB

Email your nomination info to womanofdistinction@cnglocal.com  

Do you know an
exceptional woman?
Brooklyn Woman of Distinction for 2015!

Nominate her as a

’m madder than Baby New 
Year when he gets the bill 
for that fancy Stetson top 

hat over the fact that these 
days I relearn my lessons 
the old-fashioned way — by 
watching re-runs of movies 
I’ve seen a thousand times 
on the Zenith in the living 
room.

Look, you all know the ol’ 
Screecher spent my Sundays 
as a kid doing two things — 
working the 6:30 am mass at 
our the Most Precious Blood 
church in Little Italy before 
spending the rest of the day 
in confession being absolved 
of my sin that was and still is 
gluttony.  So you’d think the 
lessons of my youthful days 
would stick in my noggin like 
it was nobody’s business. 

So you may be surprised 
to learn that while I’m look-
ing down the barrel of 80, my 
mind tends to wander near 
and far, and I sometimes for-
get the things that I used to 
know.

But believe it or not, some-
times this could be a good 
thing — because when you 
think you are hearing some-

thing really intelligent for 
the first time again, it’s like 
learning it all over again!

Take, for instance, the 
time last week when I was 
watching a re-run of the 1961 
classic “King of Kings” star-
ring my old buddy Rip Torn. 
I completely forgot what Je-
sus said when the crowd 
was about to stone Mary 
Magdalene.  I was sitting 
there on the edge of my couch 

thinking to myself “What is 
he gonna do now?!”

But then he goes forth 
with this, “Let he who is 
without sin cast the first 
stone,” and I’m like, “Wow! 
Why didn’t I think of that!”

That brings me to the 
real reason for this week’s 
column: the naming of 
BWECC!’s Parent of the 
Year!

This year it is Lisa Addeo, 
who will receive the coveted 
“Cesaria Soccoa” award at our 
54th Annual Gala on March 
5 at the fabulous El Caribe 
Country Club in Mill Basin.

And now’s the point in 
the column where I cut and 
paste her bio from an e-
mail sent to me by Barbara 
DaSilva, the president of PS 
177 PTA, saving me hours of 
work, and sending my editor 
to the infirmary!

Here goes:
Lisa has been a part of 

PTAs since her first child, 
(who is now 27!). There is 
not one teacher who does not 
know her. She has made it 
her business to get to know 
all of the teachers in the 

schools that her children at-
tend. Parents and students 
love her! Lisa’s not only about 
the PTA. She is all about the 
kids. This is a woman who 
goes above and beyond for 
anyone who needs, from the 
smallest of things to the big-
ger things. 

The greatest thing about 
her is she has her strong be-
liefs and sticks by them, and 
if she sees it wrong she’ll 
tell you! She is so passionate 
with everything she does, 
from dressing up with the 
craziest, funniest Hallow-
een costumes just to make 
the kids laugh, to dressing 
all in blue and painting her 
face blue as well  just to sup-
port her team.

This is a woman who goes 
out of her way for anyone. 
If you call her she’s there. 
If you want her at a party, 
she’s there. If you want her 
at a rally, she’s there. She is 
a woman who never says no! 

Last year she helped an-
other school start a big fund-
raiser while running her 
own for her child’s school 
and this year she’s doing it 

again. She is truly a dedi-
cated person. She deserves 
all the best life has to offer! 
Never in this lifetime will I 
ever meet a person like Lisa 
Addeo!

Now back to me.
After meeting Lisa at 

BWECC’s Open Commu-
nity meeting on Dec. 18, she 
reminded me that we met 
many times during my ca-
reer as Brooklyn’s favorite 
Santa Claus and as presi-
dent of Community School 
Board 13. So we’re talking 
about a score of years of in-
teracting with her daughter 
(now 27) and then following 
her during her son’s educa-
tion in grammar and mid-
dle schools. She quickly fell 
right into the swing of thing 
speaking her mind of what 
was needed in District 21’s 
schools.

Join us in honoring Lisa 
Addeo for reservations and 
information e-mail us at 
bwecc@ aol.com. 

Happy New Year to every-
one!

Screech at you next 
week!

BIG
SCREECHER
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BAY RIDGE

Let’s hear it for student vollies in 
grades six through 12 from Xaverian 
for combining their talents and con-
tributing to the very fi rst and very suc-

cessful Christmas Cafe Cabaret held at 
the school on Dec. 4.

The swinging yuletide extrava-
ganza feted local seniors with dancing, 
music and refreshments. Favorite holi-
day tunes were performed by students 
in the Music at Xaverian program, 
including orchestra, jazz, and choir. 
Members of the dramatic society per-
formed a scene from Neil Simon’s “The 
Sunshine Boys” and twinkle-toed Rob 
Helbock (Class of 2015) cut a dashing 
two-step with a local senior, while 
Chan Chen Me (Class of 2018) served 
refreshments. 

Xaverian Middle School and High 
School [7100 Shore Rd. at 71st Street in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 836–7100].

DOWNTOWN

Busting a record
The biggest news ever! The Brook-

lyn Chamber of Commerce an-
nounced that it has reached an unpar-
alleled new milestone by surpassing 
2,000 members.

Rocco’s Tacos, BlocPower (one 
of NYU’s new tech incubators), and 
Team Brown Consulting recently 
joined the Chamber to become mem-
bers 2,000, 2,001 and 2,002. 

“The Brooklyn Chamber is so hot 
right now that we had three businesses 
tie as our 2,000th member,” said presi-
dent and chief executive offi cer Carlo 

A. Scissura. 
The Brooklyn Chamber of Com-

merce is the largest in the state and 
one of the largest in the country, and 
its membership has grown by 177 per-
cent in the last two years alone.

“To grow by 500 members in a sin-
gle year is unheard of, so I’m very 
proud that we were able to make his-
tory today,” added Scissura. “Brooklyn 
is the greatest borough in the world, 
and it only makes sense that we have 
the greatest Chamber of Commerce as 
well. I want to thank our wonderful 
chairwoman Denise Arbesu, the en-
tire board, our amazing staff and all of 
our members for helping us reach this 
incredible milestone. The sky truly is 

the limit for the Brooklyn Chamber, 
next year we may announce 3,000!”

Arbesu was equally delighted with 
the growth spurt.

“Reaching 2,000 members was an 
unbelievable accomplishment, particu-
larly when you think of where we were 
just two years ago,” she said. “This ac-
complishment is an indication of how 
terrifi c the Brooklyn Chamber is.”

The chamber was on a “great path” 
based on vision, strategic plan, the 
Board and its leadership, Arbesu said.

Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
[335 Adams St. at Myrtle Street in 
Downtown, (718) 875–1000].

 GOWANUS 

Pasta ‘Soprano’
Steve Schirripa, better known as 

Bobby Baccalieri on the “The Sopra-

nos,” will be stopping at Whole Foods 

Market on Jan. 2 from 4 to 6 pm. The 
Goomba with the golden wooden spoon 
will introduce his pasta sauce. The 

sauce is certifi ed organic and made 
right here in the USA.

The best part, he said, is it’s made 
like his mama’s.

“She cooked her sauce for six hours, 
and we are doing the same,” he said. 
Mangia!

Whole Foods Market  [214 Third St. 
at Third Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 907–
3622].

GREENPOINT

It’s a green plan
Cheers to the Greenpoint Commu-

nity Environmental Fund for grant-
ing fi ve million smackeroos to the 
Brooklyn Public Library to build a 
new Greenpoint Environmental Ed-

ucation Center at its existing branch. 
The winners of the legacy grant were 
selected with community input and 
oversight from the Attorney Gener-

al’s Offi ce and the New York State 

Department of Environmental Con-

servation. The plan calls for an acces-

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BAY RIDGE

Santa got a bit of pre-fl ight as-
sistance from Assemblywoman Ni-

cole Malliotakis (R–Bay Ridge) 
when she distributed toys to local 
children. The goodies were col-
lected by Holy Cross Greek Or-

thodox Church, the Dimitrious 

and Georgia Kaloidis Parochial 

School, and Salam Arabic Lu-

theran Church. The rep checked 
the list and checked it twice and 
found out none were naughty but all 
were nice.  

The Standing O pal made stops 
to the Guild For Exceptional Chil-

dren Early Childhood Education 

Center, the Lutheran Healthcare 

Magical Years Early Childhood 

Center, and U.S. Army Garrison 

Fort Hamilton.

Malliotakis was almost as ex-
cited as the kids.

“Our annual toy drive is an 
event I look forward to every year,” 
she said. “It’s truly heartwarming 
to not only see the joy in a child’s 
face, but also see the generosity of 
our local churches and community 
groups — as always, Bay Ridge has 
a lot to be proud of.”

This Standing O is for Assem-
blywman Malliotakis — Santa and 
Standing O appreciate the help.

Guild for Exceptional Children 
[260 68th St. at Third Avenue Bay 
Ridge, (718) 833–6633]. sible green roof featuring native plant 

landscaping and a greenhouse learn-
ing center, a 200-square-foot commu-
nity composting space, and an increase 
of 80 percent in the public area. The 
building will also have LEED Silver 
Green Building Certifi cation through 
green building components. 

This new space at the branch will 
dramatically increase public space, in 
addition to providing state-of-the-art 
environmental education, said Linda 

Johnson, president and chief execu-
tive offi cer of the Brooklyn Public Li-
brary. 

“We are so appreciative that the 
Greenpoint Community Environmen-
tal Fund and our neighbors in Green-
point thought highly enough of our 
project and the work we do to award us 
the largest gift we have received in our 
long history,” she said. “We can’t wait 
to start conversations with library pa-
trons and other neighborhood stake-
holders about the design, not only of 
the building, but also of the environ-
mental education programs we will 
be offering in our renovated and ex-
panded space.”

BEDFORD-STUYVESANT

Sleigh bells ringing
Let’s give a great big “ho, ho, 

ho” Standing O to Santa. The 
man in the red suit left his sleigh 
behind and hitched a ride with 
Engine Co. 214-Ladder Co. 111 

in Bedford-Stuyvesant to visit 
Interfaith Medical Center‘s 

Winter Wonderland. The lobby 
of the hospital was transformed 
into a snowy delight just so Santa 
would feel at home. 

The jolly old elf and his smoke-
eater helpers delivered the hot-
test items on this year’s wish list, 
including “Frozen” dolls, talking 
Iron Man fi gures, toy cars, and 
board games to preschoolers and 
kindergarteners.

The children — hailing from 
The Weeksville School (PS 

243), PS 335, PS 305, Medgar 

Evers Daycare Center, Com-

munity Parents Head Start, 
Stuyvesant Heights Daycare, 
and Safe Haven Day Care — 

received gifts and photos with 
Santa. 

Interfaith Medical Center [1545 
Atlantic Ave. between Albany and 
Troy avenues in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 613–4000].

Ho, ho, ho, toys for every girl & boy

Swinging at the Christmas Cabaret

SANTA’S HELPER: Assemblywoman Nicole Malliotakis delivers toys and goodies at 
the Guild for Exceptional Children’s Early Childhood Center.
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HARBOR WATCH
Pink is not a color normally 
associated with a C-17 Globe-
master 3.

Yet there was the work-
horse of the Air Force’s trans-
port fl eet on the fl ightline at 
Joint Base Andrews with two 
full pallets of pink boxes on 
the ramp.

This isn’t the garish pink 
that you see on certain outfi ts 
or the Barbie doll pink that 
assaults the eyes. It was more 
like Disney princess pink — 
tasteful and understated — 
yet still not the color placed on 
a combat aircraft.

And on the side of each box 
was written Georgetown Cup-
cake.

Deanie Dempsey, the 
wife of Army Gen. Martin E. 
Dempsey, the chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, called it 
Operation Cupcake. The op-
eration consisted of deliver-
ing 10,000 cupcakes donated 
by this city’s popular George-
town Cupcake to service mem-
bers and their families as 
part of the recent USO tour to 
Spain, Italy, Turkey and Af-
ghanistan.

It was the fi fth year George-
town Cupcake made the dona-
tion to the effort to thank U.S. 
service members and their 
families. The effort started 
when Navy Adm. Mike Mul-
len was the chairman and led 
the annual USO trip. Dempsey 
kept the tradition alive when 

he took over.
“The fi rst year we did this 

was 2010, because we had just 
opened our large facility that 
we use to ship orders all over 
the country, and this was our 
very fi rst order that we han-
dled in the new facility,” said 
Stephen Lamontagne, the 
president of Georgetown Cup-
cake, during an interview.

Sophie LaMontagne and 
her sister, Katherine Berman, 
started the store in 2008. They 
rose to prominence with “DC 
Cupcakes,” a reality show on 
The Learning Channel. That, 
and they make ridiculously 
good cupcakes.

Sharing those cupcakes 
with service members and 
their families is part of the 
ethos of their business, Lam-
ontagne said. 

“In Washington, with so 
many members of the com-
munity in the military or who 
had connections to the mili-
tary, it was important for us to 
give back,” he said.

And service members and 
their families appreciate it. 

“We get e-mails and let-
ters from them, thanking us 
for bringing a piece of home 
to them for the holidays,” La-
montagne said. “It’s very hard 
during the holidays to be over-
seas on your own in a very 
unfamiliar place without re-
minders of things that you re-
member from your childhood 

Continued on page 27Continued on page 28

HARBOR WATCH
The Navy, along with the 
other military branches, has 
announced a new website, 
HOMES.mil, that is dedicated 
to helping service members, 
Department of Defense (DoD) 
civilians, and their families 
with home-fi nding services.

The new DoD website pro-
vides a vehicle for community 
housing landlords and prop-
erty managers to create and 
update their profi les and list-
ings. 

HOMES.mil is a secure 
website that allows property 
managers, landlords, and ser-
vice members a means to mar-
ket their properties. Those 
using the website are able to 
control their listings, and up-
load photos and fl oors plans to 
the website.

“The Navy has worked 
alongside the other services to 
offer the best housing options 
to service members around 

the world,” said Greg Wright, 
Navy Housing program di-
rector. “HOMES.mil mod-
ernizes the way Navy Hous-
ing provides information on 
local rental properties and 
improves the Housing Ser-
vice Centers’ customer ser-
vice to sailors and their fami-
lies while helping to alleviate 
some of the burden and stress 
of PCS.”

Landlords and property 
managers, who have worked 
with the Housing Service Cen-
ters (HSCs) in the past, can cre-
ate a login for HOMES.mil and 
are able to access their previ-
ously listed properties. Once a 
landlord or property manager 
creates a login, they can man-
age their property listing. 

“The Navy is focused on 
assisting sailors and their 
families in fi nding safe, suit-
able, and affordable housing 
wherever they choose to live. 
HOMES.mil, in conjunction 

with the HSC’s professional 
housing staff, will provide an 
improved experience for our 
customers,” said Wright.

HOMES.mil offers a secure 
site for landlords and property 
managers wishing to list their 
properties for DoD service 
members and government ci-
vilians stationed near mili-
tary installations. HOMES.
mil is integrated with the 
HSC’s management software, 
allowing a streamlined expe-
rience for service members 
looking for community hous-
ing.

HOMES.mil is now avail-
able for landlords and prop-
erty managers to begin upload-
ing information on properties 
they want to list. On Dec. 29, 
the HOMES.mil website will 
be available to all service 
members and their families 
to fi nd housing. The HOMES.
mil website address is https://
www.homes.mil.

New website provides house-fi nding services

Everything is better 
with cupcakes

Navy offers home help

HAVE A CUPCAKE: Deanie Dempsey hands out donated cupcakes af-
ter a USO show in Bagram Airfi eld in Afghanistan. D. Myles Cullen

CLEANUP: Builder Constructionman 3rd Class Perry Kelly clears his yard of items that could become hazard-
ous during storm conditions. R. Jason Brunson
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HARBOR WATCH 
Paint removal processes at To-
byhanna Army Depot in Penn-
sylvania are getting a helping 
hand thanks to new technolo-
gies that reduce personal fa-
tigue and provide signifi cant 
time savings.

The Systems Integration and 
Support Directorate’s C4ISR 
(Command, Control, Commu-
nications, Computers, Intelli-
gence, Surveillance and Recon-
naissance) Finishing Division 
has combined the capabilities 
of a laser paint stripper, re-
ferred to as an LPS, and zeroG 
Mechanical Arm to achieve 
these improvements.

The LPS is used to remove 
paint coatings from small, 
sensitive metal substrates 
with strict requirements for a 
smooth, machined fi nish that 
hand sanding or blasting can-
not attain. Typically, the LPS 
is a manually-operated system 
that requires the user to fully 
support its weight. Although 
it weighs only 12.5 pounds, ex-
tended use can cause fatigue 
and impact productivity. To 
solve this issue, the director-
ate acquired a zeroG Mechani-
cal Arm that allows tools, parts 

and equipment to be handled as 
if they were weightless.

Jonathan Grebb, an em-
ployee of the Systems Integra-
tion and Support Directorate, 
said the LPS and mechanical 
arm have teamed up to greatly 
improve several processes.

“The laser works well but 
tends to feel heavy over time,” 
he said. “With the zeroG arm, 
the weight of the laser is fully 
supported, making it feel 
weightless and much easier to 
use.”

A Personal Fatigue and De-
lay Allowance calculation was 
performed by the Continuous 
Process Improvement Director-
ate on the paint stripping pro-
cess with and without the use 
of the zeroG arm. Calculations 
determined a time savings of 
six percent, while the arm was 
in use, equating to a savings of 
fi ve hours for every 80 hours of 
use.

Brad Jones, director of the 
Continuous Process Improve-
ment Directorate, said the me-
chanical arm presents unique 
capabilities that could see wide-
spread benefi ts across the de-
pot.

“Using the zeroG arm makes 

processes more manageable 
and user-friendly,” he said. “The 
technology at the heart of the 
arm could potentially apply to 
many processes at Tobyhanna, 
resulting in further time and 
cost savings, while continually 
improving the quality of life for 
employees who operate heavy 
equipment.”

Tobyhanna Army Depot is a 
recognized leader in providing 
world-class logistics support 
for Command, Control, Com-
munications, Computers, Intel-
ligence, Surveillance and Re-
connaissance (C4ISR) Systems 
across the Department of De-
fense. Tobyhanna’s Corporate 
Philosophy, dedicated work 
force and electronics expertise 
ensure the depot is the Joint 
C4ISR provider of choice for all 
branches of the Armed Forces 
and industry partners.

Tobyhanna’s unparalleled 
capabilities include full-spec-
trum support for sustainment, 
overhaul and repair, fabrica-
tion and manufacturing, en-
gineering design and devel-
opment, systems integration, 
technology insertion, modifi ca-
tion, and global fi eld support to 
warfi ghters.

HARBOR WATCH
Most soldiers will receive 
a one-percent increase in 
basic pay in January along 
with a 2.9-percent increase 
in their basic allowance for 
subsistence.

The new rates for ba-
sic pay, basic allowance for 
housing, basic allowance for 
subsistence, and the cost of 
living allowance rates for 
the contiguous United States 
will take effect on New 
Year’s Day.

Basic pay for service 
members will increase one 
percent, except for general 
and fl ag offi cers who will 
not see an increase in 2015. 
For example, a specialist or 
corporal with three years of 
service will see an increase 
in basic pay of $22.20 per 
month, while an Army cap-
tain with six years of service 
will receive a basic pay in-
crease of $54.30 per month, 
in 2015.

Basic allowance for hous-
ing, or BAH, rates for ser-
vice members in 2015 will 
increase on average $17 per 
month, or half a percent. 
Rates are calculated using 
median current market rent 
and average utilities (includ-
ing electricity, heat, and 
water/sewer) for each pay 
grade, both with and with-
out dependents.

Two changes were made 
to BAH rate computations 
for 2015: renter’s insurance, 
which contributed an aver-
age of one percent to rates, 
was eliminated, and the 
Fiscal Year 2015 National 
Defense Authorization Act 
reduced housing rates on av-
erage one percent for service 
members.

However, individual rate 
protection for service mem-
bers remains an integral 
part of the BAH program, of-
fi cials said. This means that 
even if BAH rates decline — 
including through the elimi-
nation of renter’s insurance 
and the reduction in the 
calculated rate — a service 
member who maintains un-
interrupted BAH eligibility 
in a given location will not 
see a rate decrease. This en-
sures that service members 
who have made long-term 
commitments in the form of 
a lease or contract are not 
penalized if local housing 
costs decrease.

Service members can cal-

culate their BAH payment 
by using the basic allowance 
for housing calculator at: 
www.defensetravel.dod.mil/
site/bahCalc.cfm.

The 2015 basic allowance 
for subsistence rates for mil-
itary members will increase 
by 2.9 percent over last year. 
The new rates are:

• $367.92 per month for en-
listed members

• $253.38 per month for of-
fi cers

The annual adjustments 
to basic allowance for subsis-
tence, or BAS — a monthly 
nontaxable cash payment to 
military members intended 
to be used to buy food — are 
linked to changes in food 
prices as measured by the 
annual change in the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
Cost of Food at Home In-
dex. From the beginning of 
October 2013 through the 
end of September 2014, the 
index rose by 2.9 percent, 
forming the basis for the in-
creased BAS rates, offi cials 
explained.

The Defense Department 
also released its 2015 con-
tiguous United States cost 
of living allowance rates, 
or CONUS COLA. Roughly 
12,000 members will see a 
decrease in their CONUS 
COLA payments, while some 
7,000 members will see an 
increase or no change, and 
4,000 members will no lon-
ger receive a CONUS COLA 
payment.

CONUS COLA is a tax-
able supplemental allow-
ance designed to help offset 
higher prices in high-cost lo-
cations, and rates vary based 
on location, pay grade, years 
of service and dependent sta-
tus. Rates can increase or 
decrease depending on the 
prices in a specifi c duty lo-
cation compared to prices in 
an average CONUS location. 

Service members can cal-
culate their CONUS COLA 
rate at: www.defensetravel.
dod.mil/site/conusCalc.cfm.

Pay set to rise 
in the new year

Long arm of Army
NEED A HAND?: Jonathan Grebb uses a laser paint stripper on an unmanned threat emitter box. US Army

NEW YEAR RAISE: The Army 
is giving out a one-percent pay 
raise in the new year.

and your life back in the United 
States. Something as simple 
as a cupcake … really brings 
a piece of home and shows our 
support and care for the troops 
stationed overseas.”

A lot of care goes into ensur-
ing service members and their 

families get the freshest product 
possible. The cupcakes — which 
retail for $32 a dozen — are 
baked and immediately frozen. 

“We ship them in a multi-
layered packaging confi gura-
tion that includes an insulated 
pouch with gel packs,” Lamon-
tagne said.

This keeps the cupcakes 
frozen during transit and “by 
the time the plane touches 

down and the cupcakes are un-
wrapped, they are ready to en-
joy,” he said.

On the other end, Deanie 
Dempsey, USO President J.D. 
Crouch and his wife Kristin 
and many other passed out cup-
cakes to service members and 
their families. Some service 
members even scooped up the 
pink boxes to use to pack Christ-
mas packages back home.

Continued from cover

CUPCAKES
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By Matthew Perlman

He is the star of the show — and 
also the theater tech.

A new performance piece that 
features complex lighting, multimedia, 
and an interactive set is coming to a 
Boerum Hill art space on Jan. 13–17. But 
rather than employing a troupe of actors 
and a crew of designers and technicians 
to stage the show, the artist responsible 
has created a set of computer programs 
to control the lights and sounds on the 
stage while he performs alone. He said 
the flashy effects help him tell the story 
in a new way.

“I’ve tried to curate a narrative using 
different production elements,” said 
interactive-electronics artist Andrew 
Schneider. “It lets me change space 

instantly. It’s like hyper-cutting reality 
together.”

The piece, “Youarenowhere,” is part of 
the Coil Festival at Invisible Dog Gallery, 
a series of experimental performances 
organized by Performance Space 122. 
Schneider’s piece reflects his background 
in theater — he has performed with 
famed experimental theater company the 
Wooster Group — but also his degree 
from the interactive telecommunications 
program at New York University, which 
focuses on the use of technology to cre-
ate new forms of communication. It was 
there that Schneider said he saw how 
computers could be used to manipulate a 
stage environment in previously impos-
sible ways, using programming to control 
lights and projections.

“Just learning the syntax of that lan-
guage blew my whole world open,” he 
said. “The possibilities were endless.”

“Youarenowhere” is a marriage of 
Schneider’s disciplines. He is the lone 
performer on a stage cloaked in lights 
controlled by a pair of laptops, talking 
directly to the audience about love and 
about the trouble his character is having 
communicating to the person he loves. 
The conversation touches on quantum 
mechanics, physics, and how our under-
standing of space and time is impacted 
by technology.

“Everyone has that first play about 
quantum mechanics,” joked Schneider. 

In the show, the environment around 
him changes according to a pre-written 
programming script, with sound effects 

and distortions interrupting the mes-
sages his character is trying to convey. 
Schneider — who has employed his pro-
gramming skills in previous performanc-
es to control underwater cameras and 
confetti canons — is also able to control 
some of the production elements while on 
stage, including the ability to adjust some 
of the lights using the pitch of his voice.

“The space itself and the design ele-
ments are characters in a way, preventing 
communication,” he said.

“Youarenowhere” at Invisible Dog [51 
Bergen St. between Boerum Place and 
Smith Street in Boerum Hill, (347) 560–
3641, www.theinvisibledog.org]. Jan. 8 at 
8 pm; Jan. 9 at 5 pm, Jan. 12 at 2 pm, 
Jan. 13–17 at 7 pm. $21 ($16 students and 
seniors). 

Boreum Hill show fuses programming with performance

LIVE WIRED
Lighten up: Andrew Schneider controls lights via computer 
in his new performance piece “Youarenowhere.” Jim Moore
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By Max Jaeger

It is a new year, and a new week of 
nightlife in Bay Ridge. 

Don’t even try that old “I’m 
worn out from New Year’s routine” 
— do you want people to think you 
ran out of steam one week into 2015? 
Don’t worry — we have mapped out 
four days of things to do, and all you 
have to do is drag your butt up Third 
Avenue.

On Friday, toast the rock pioneers 
from the opposite coast as London 
Fogg relives the British Invasion at 
Greenhouse Cafe (7717 Third Ave. 
between 77th and 78th streets) at 9:30 
pm.

Strap on a black suit and try 
not to lose your ear on Saturday as 
Tarantino-tinged rockers Reservoir 

Doggs cover rock ’n’ roll classics from 
the 1980s and beyond at the Wicked 
Monk (9510 Third Ave. between 95th 
and 96th streets). Mssrs. White, Pink, 
Blonde, and Orange take the stage at 
11 pm sharp.

On Tuesday, dust off your think-
ing cap and drag yourself over to the 
Salty Dog (7509 Third Ave. between 
Bay Ridge Parkway and 76th Street) 
for a pub trivia night hosted by Geeks 
who Drink. It is free to compete and 
the quiz questions start at 8 pm. 

Then whet your appetite for 
yet another amazing weekend on 
Wednesday at the Wicked Monk, 
where genre-bending hip-hop rock-
ers Hello Brooklyn will be playing 
their its blend of pop music starting 
at 11 pm.

Word’s pick: “The Trace” 
by Forrest Gander

In the kitchen of lit-
erature, Forrest Gander’s 
“The Trace” is your slow 
cooker. Contents within 
are revealed, over time, 
to be distinct, enrich-
ing, and (almost alarm-
ingly) satisfying. Here, 
a couple in the wake of 
a traumatic, unspoken 
event involving their 
son are on the road in 
Mexico. They’re visiting the various 
alleged death sites of the American author Ambrose 
Bierce, they’re sitting in silence, and they’re dodging 
suspicious stares from the locals and the glare of the 
sun. And then they’re stranded in the middle of the 
Chihuahua desert. Tense and poetic, welcome this 
hearty, heady broth into your system.

— Chad Felix, Word [126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.word-
brooklyn.com ].

The BookMark Shoppe’s pick: 
“Adultery” by Paulo Coelho 

This may be one of my 
favorite books this year. 
“Adultery” doesn’t just 
speak of cheating, it focuses 
on the journey of life and 
faith. This is a book that 
requires the reader to do 
some hard thinking about 
their own life and to be 
aware that restlessness 
and boredom can lead 
to constructive change 
or to destruction.

— Christine Freglette, The BookMark Shoppe [8415 
Third Ave. between 84th and 85th streets in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 833–5115,  www.bookmarkshoppe.com ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: 
“How to Shake the Other Man”
by Derek Palacio

Derek Palacio’s debut 
novella circles Javi’s first 
boxing match in the days 
following Marcel’s mur-
der. Oscar, the owner of 
the gym and Marcel’s 
brother, is left with his 
brother’s business and 
lover. Through flash-
back, Marcel becomes 
larger than life as he 
links these two men 
together. This book is poetic, smart-
ly told, and fits in your back pocket. It’s about how 
to connect with another human being. One of my 
favorites of 2014.

— Jess Pane, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton 
St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.greenlightbook-
store.com ].

The best reads 
— handpicked 
by local book-

store employees
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Kick off 2015 in the Ridge

By Noah Hurowitz

Baby it’s finally cold outside. 
It is beginning to look — 

and feel — a lot like winter. 
Fortunately, many Brooklyn water-
ing holes boast large, cozy fireplaces 
where you can warm up without 
racking up a huge heating bill. Our 
resident fireplace expert advises on 
four of the best bar-based hearths in 
the borough, and how to get toasty 
while you’re there.

Union Hall 
The fireplace at this Park Slope 

bar takes the cake. Big and toasty, it 
sits in a central chimney that allows 
groups to sit on both sides. And in a 
neighborhood full of comfort lovers, 
increased access scores big points. 
It is surrounded by deep and cozy 
leather couches and bookshelves 
that, while largely ornamental, lend 
it the feeling of a well-used study in a 
snowed-in hunting lodge somewhere 
cold and remote

Warm up with: Keep it clas-
sic with a hot toddy, or for a more 
inventive warm drink, try the hot 
hard cider. Fortified with a shot of 
cinnamon whiskey and spiced with 
cloves, it will put the color in your 
cheeks and brace you for the colder 
temperatures outside.

Union Hall [702 Union St. between 
Fifth and Sixth streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400, www.unionhallny.
com].

Clover Club 
You may not be able to get as 

close as you can at some other bar 
fire places fireplaces, but the ’place 
at this Carroll Gardens cocktail 
haunt adds the perfect winterish 
atmosphere to your enjoyment of its 

top-notch drinks.
Warm up with: Whatever is on 

the seasonal winter cocktail menu.
Clover Club [210 Smith St. between 

Baltic and Butler streets in Carroll 
Gardens, (718) 855–7939, www.clover-
clubny.com].

Black Rabbit 
If you find yourself in Brooklyn’s 

more northerly regions on a wintry 
night, burrow into the cozy con-
fines of the Black Rabbit. As the 
name suggests, its interior looks 
like a rough-hewn tavern, and when 
the sun sets at 5 pm and the wind 
whips off the East River, a perch 
by the wood-burning stove in this 
establishment is the hottest seat in 
the ’hood.

Warm up with: As great as the 
fireplace here is, the real draw of 
Black Rabbit is its booths. If you are 
lucky enough to snag one, hide deep 
in one of the wooden snugs with a 

couple of pals and you will never 
have to leave, because you can sum-
mon wait staff with a service light.

Black Rabbit [91 Greenpoint Ave. 
between Franklin Street and Manhattan 
Avenue in Greenpoint, (718) 349–1595 
www.blackrabbitbarnyc.com].

Two Door Tavern
This joint loses points for its 

modern-looking blonde wood and 
its mostly open floor plan, but a 
fireplace is a fireplace, and this one 
will do you mighty well should you 
find yourself in a snowstorm in the 
heart of Williamsburg.

Warm up with: If you are trying 
to fill your stomach as well as the 
yawning chasm in your soul that 
only a fireplace can thaw, we advise 
you try the red velvet pancakes.

Two Door Tavern [116 N. Fifth 
St. between Berry Street and Bedford 
Avenue in Williamsburg, (718) 599–
0222, www.twodoortavern.com.]

BLAZES OF GLORY
Warm up at Brooklyn's best bar fireplaces

Fired up: Alyssa Nastasia of Queens and Michael Verdirame of Bay Ridge warm themselves 
by the fireplace at Union Hall. Photo by Jason Speakman
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TURKISH RESTAURANT 

Bet. Ave. Z & Sheepshead Bay Rd.

FREE DELIVERY 
11 AM–11 PM

$15 Mimimum depending on location

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
11 AM–MIDNIGHT

Special Occasions

DONE ON PREMISES

SALADS
Sheepshead Salad ....sm. 6.50 ...... lg. 9.50
Garden Salad ...........sm. 6.50 ...... lg. 9.50
Feta Cheese .............EXTRA 1.75 ........2.50
Octopus Salad.................................13.50

SOUPS
Lentil Soup ........................................5.00
Chicken Soup ....................................5.00
Spicy Chicken (Hot) ...........................5.00
Cacik-Chilled Yogurt (Served Cold) .....5.00
Soup of the Day.......................................

Humus .............................................5.50
Eggplant Salad .................................. 5.75
Piyaz (White Beans) ..........................5.50
Baba Ghanoush ................................ 5.75
Spicy Ezme (Hot) ..............................5.50
Tabule ..............................................5.50
Mixed Eggplant ................................. 5.75
Russian Salad ...................................5.50
Stuffed Grape Leaves .........................5.50
Haydari (Lebne) ................................ 5.75
Beet Salad ........................................5.50
Pan Fried Eggplant (Served Cold) .......5.50
Mixed Appetizers .............................14.00

Manti (Turkish Dumplings) ............... 11.25
Fried Calamari ...................................9.25
Calf’s Liver ........................................8.25
Cheese Roll .......................................6.75
Spinach Borek ...................................6.50
Falafel Appetizers ..............................6.50

 

Lamb Gyro .........6.25 .......7.00 ..........7.25
Chicken Gyro .....6.25 .......7.00 ..........7.25
Grill Chicken.......6.25 .......7.00 ..........7.25
Shish Kebab ......6.75 ....... 7.25 ..........7.50
Chicken Kebab ...6.50 ...... 7.25 ..........7.50
Adana Kebab .....6.50 ...... 7.25 ..........7.50
Chicken Adana ...6.50 ...... 7.25 ..........7.50
Falafel ...............5.25 .......6.00 ........ 6.50

MEAT ENTREES
Lamb Gyro ...............sm. 10.00 ...lg. 12.75
Adana Kebab ...........sm. 10.00 ...lg. 13.75
Shish Kebab ............sm. 10.75 ... lg. 15.25
Iskender ......................................... 14.75
Mixed Grill ......................................24.00
Lamb Chops ...................................25.00

Happy New Year From All Our Staff

Catering 
Menu

FOR 5 PEOPLE: $85
1 Large Shepherd
1 Humus 1 Eggplant
1 Cheese Roll
1 Liver
1.5 Lg. Shish Kebab
1.5 Lg. Adana Kebab

1.5 Lg. Chicken Kebab
2 Lt. Coke

FOR 10 PEOPLE: $155
2 Large Shepherd
1 Mix Eggplant
1 Humus
1 Beet Salad
1 Eggplant
2 Cheese Rolls

FOR 15 PEOPLE: $225
3 Large Shepherd
1 Hummus
1 Eggplant Salad
1 Russian Salad
1 Beet Salad

Chicken Gyro ...........sm. 10.00 ...lg. 12.75
Grilled Chicken .........sm. 10.00 .. lg. 13.50
Chicken Adana .........sm. 10.00 ...lg. 13.75
Chicken Kebab .........sm. 10.00 ...lg. 13.75
Chicken Chops ................................ 14.75

DESSERT
Baklava, Kadayif, Sheker Pare 
by the pound ...................................11.00
Pistachio Roll by the pound ..............12.50
Baklava ........................................... 3.50
Sheker Pare ..................................... 3.50
Kadayif ............................................ 3.50
Pistachio Roll ................................... 3.50
Rice Pudding ................................... 4.50
Brown Top Pudding .......................... 4.50
Tiramisu .......................................... 4.50
Chocolate Mousse Cake .................... 4.50
Chocolate Cheese Cake ..................... 4.50
Strawberry Cheese Cake ................... 4.50

15 ps. Cheese Rolls
15 ps. Falafel Balls
15 ps. Stuffed Grape Leaves
2 Lg. Shish Kebab
2 Lg. Chicken Kebab

2 Lg. Adana Kebab
2 Lg. Gyro
2 Lg. Grilled Chicken
2 Lg. Chicken Adana
3 x 2 Lt. Coke

2 Livers
2 Lg. Lamb Gyro
2 Lg. Adana
2 Lg. Chicken Kebab
2 Lg. Shish Kebab
2 x 2 Lt. Coke TURKISH RESTAURANT

Some Samples From Our Menu:
‘PPA CUMINCIARI / APPS

LE ZUPPE
ZUCCA LISCIA

N’ZALATE / SALAD
N’ZALATA DI BARBABIETOLE

MACCARUNA / PASTA

I SECUNNI / ENTREES

Closed Monday; 
Open for Dinner Tuesday – Sunday starting at 5pm

Saturday & Sunday Brunch 11 – 3

209 4th Ave. /corner of Union St./ 

Telecharge.com 212-239-6200 iLuminate.com 
       New World Stages, 340 W 50th St.        

NOW LIVE in the heart of BROADWAY!OADWAY!

“Move over  
Blue Man Group & Stomp,  

iLUMINATE is in the house!” 
Times Square Chronic les

Telecharge.com 212-239-6200 iLuminate.com 
       New World Stages, 340 W 50th St.        
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FRI, JAN. 2

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, ZOSO — THE ULTI-

MATE LED ZEPPELIN EX-
PERIENCE: Led Zeppelin 
cover band performs the 
rock band’s greatest hits. 
$12 ($10 in advance). 6 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, SEAN SCHULICH’S 
PHUNKY PHLOOT AND 
ALPHA MOSAIC: Free. 9 
pm. BAM Cafe (30 Lafay-
ette Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene), www.bam.
org/programs/bamcafe-
live. 

MUSIC, LIQUOR RADIO, 
MONSTER OVER THERE, 
THE TELECOMMUNISTS, 
THE VIRGINIA GENTLE-
MEN: $8. 9 pm. Trash Bar 
[256 Grand St. at Driggs 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 599–1000], www.thet-
rashbar.com. 

MUSIC, ANNIE MAC & 
SPECIAL GUESTS, JDH 
& DAVE P: $30 ($20 in 
advance). 10 pm. Output 
[74 Wythe Ave. at N. 12th 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(917) 333–1000], www.out-
putclub.com. 

OTHER
ART, A NIGHT OF LAUGH-

TER AND A NIGHT OF 
ART: A group show from 
Speak Your Truth featur-
ing the art of Christina 
Thomas, Victoria Krikorian, 
Phoebe Foley, and Josh 
Lucas, plus performances 
by Liam McEneaney, Eric 
Vetter, Brian Einersen, 
Shye Sales, Blakeley, and 
Ashley Prescott. Free 
(art show), $10 open mic. 
7:30 pm. Earth Well-
ness Cafe (397 Graham 
Ave. at Jackson Street 
in Williamsburg), www.
speakyourtruthinfo.word-
press.com. 

SPORTS, KIDS WATER POLO 
CLINIC: Brooklyn Heights 
Saint Francis Water Polo 
Club is holding a clinic for 
all skill levels from ages 8 
to 16 years old. It will focus 
on fundamental water polo 
and swimming skills, shoot-
ing drills, and individual 
defensive and offensive 
positioning. $60. 11 am–2 
pm. St. Francis College 
[180 Remsen St. between 
Court and Clinton streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
489–5200], www.sfc.edu. 

ICE SKATING: $6 ($8 on Sat. 
and Sun) plus $6 skate 
rental. 11 am–8 pm. Le-
frak Center in Prospect 
Park [Parkside and Ocean 
avenues in Prospect Park, 
(718) 594–7439], www.
brooklynice.org. 

COMEDY, THE SHAME 
GAME: Comedians Giulia 
Rozzi, Krystyna Hutchin-
son, Emma Willmann, and 
Sabrina Jalees compete 
to see whose story is wor-
thy to be crowned King 
or Queen of Shame. $10 
($8 in advance). 8:30 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

SAT, JAN. 3

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, RUBBLEBUCKET, 

FRENCH HORN REBEL-
LION: $15. 6 pm. Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, JARFLOWER, LIZ-
ARD PIZZA, FORGET 
THIS: $10 ($8 in advance). 
8 pm. Rock Shop [249 
Fourth Ave. between Car-
roll and President streets 
in Park Slope, (718) 230–
5740], www.therocksho-
pny.com. 

MUSIC, MOTEL POOLS, THE 
MIDNIGHT HOLLOW, LAS 
ROSAS: $10. 8 pm. Baby’s 
All Right [146 Broadway 
between Bedford and Dri-
ggs avenues in Williams-
burg, (718) 599–5800], 
www.babysallright.com. 

MUSIC, JUDD NIELSEN: 
Free. 9 pm. BAM Cafe (30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org/programs/
bamcafe-live. 

MUSIC, ’90S HIP-HOP AND 
R&B SING-ALONG: R&B 
music videos from the 
1990s, all with the lyrics 
on screen so friends can 
sing, rap, and dance along 
together. $10. 9 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

MUSIC, LLOYD H MILLER: 
Children join in for a sing-
a-long, featuring songs, 
stories, skits, movies and 
more. Free. 11 am–noon. 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

OTHER
ART, TARGET FIRST FRIDAY: 

January’s First Friday fea-
tures music, comedy, and 
performances by the art-
ists and artists inspired by 
the work in the exhibition 
“Crossing Brooklyn,” in-
cluding funk band Snarky 
Puppy and comedian Greg 
Barris. Free. 5 pm. 

QUADRANTIDS METEOR 
SHOWER: Children use 
telescopes and binocu-
lars to observe this annual 
astronomical event. All 
equipment is provided. 
Free. 6 pm. Salt Marsh Na-
ture Center [3302 Avenue 
U in Marine Park, (718) 
421–2021]. 

TALK, FREE CITIZENSHIP 
COURSES: The Brook-
lyn Public Library offers a 
course on navigating the 
citizenship process, of-
fering in-class help with 
paperwork and legal ques-
tions. Free. 1–3 pm. Brook-
lyn Public Library’s Central 
branch [Flatbush Ave. at 
Eastern Parkway in Grand 
Army Plaza in Park Slope, 
(718) 230–2100], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

SUN, JAN. 4

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, THE UNGRADED, 

JEAN POOL, NEON 
GREEN LAUNDRY: $7. 8 
pm. Trash Bar [256 Grand 
St. at Driggs Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 599–
1000], www.thetrashbar.
com. 

OTHER
WINTER BIRD STROLL: Spot 

birds around the park. Free 
with Garden admission. 
10 am. Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden [1000 Washington 
Ave., at Eastern Parkway in 
Crown Heights, (718) 623–
7220], www.bbg.org. 

ARTY FACTS: Children are 
invited to imagine and 
create new worlds and 
explore the museum. Free 
with museum admission. 
11 am. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at 
Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

CRAFT ROOM: Get creative 
with a variety of Jew-
ish themed crafts. Free 
with museum admission. 
Noon–5 pm. Jewish Chil-
dren Museum [792 Eastern 
Parkway in Crown Heights, 
(718) 907–8833], www.jcm.
museum. 

VICTORIAN TOY PARLOR: 
Step back in time and play 
with wooden climbing 
bears, Jacob’s ladders, 
do-nothing machines, and 
other olden-day toys. Free 
with Garden admission. 
1–4 pm. Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden [1000 Washington 
Ave., at Eastern Parkway in 
Crown Heights, (718) 623–
7220], www.bbg.org. 

NESTFEST: Discover how 
garden animals build their 
homes out of plant parts; 
try crafting your very own 
nest; make a nest fi eld 
guide to bring outdoors; 
and cozy up with books 
and puppets! Free with 
Garden admission. 1–3 pm. 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
[1000 Washington Ave., at 
Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 623–7220], 
www.bbg.org. 

WOMEN’S SOCIALIZING 
AND DINING CLUB: 
Weekly women’s group 
for single women aged 
48–68. Reservations are 
a must. 2 pm. El Greco 
Diner [1821 Emmons Ave. 
at Sheepshead Bay Road 
in Sheepshead Bay, (718) 
336–7908]. 

MON, JAN. 5

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, THE SUPER 

FRIENDS, SUBTITLES, 
YOUNG GUTS: $7. 8 pm. 
Trash Bar [256 Grand St. at 
Driggs Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 599–1000], 
www.thetrashbar.com. 

OTHER
READING, JASON SOKOL: 

Historian Jason Sokol pres-
ents his book “All Eyes Are 

COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

FRI, JAN. 2
COMEDY, KATT WIL-

LIAMS: $54.50–$180.50. 
8 pm. 

SAT, JAN. 3
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

HOOPS PRESENTS 
IOWA STATE VS. 
SOUTH CAROLINA: 
$15–$25. 6 pm. 

MON, JAN. 5
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. DALLAS 
MAVERICKS: $30–
$3,000. 7:30 pm. 

WED, JAN. 7
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS.BOSTON 
CELTICS: $30–$3,000. 
7:30 pm. 

FRI, JAN. 9
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. PHILADEL-
PHIA 76ERS: $30–
$3,000. 7:30 pm. 

MON, JAN. 12
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. HOUSTON 
ROCKETS: $55–$3,000. 
7:30 pm. 

WED, JAN. 14
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. MEMPHIS 
GRIZZLIES: $20–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JAN. 17
SPORTS, LIU BROOK-

LYN BLACKBIRDS VS. 
MOUNT ST. MARY 
BLUE KNIGHTS: $15–
$25. 11:45 am and 2 pm.

SPORTS, BROOKLYN 
NETS VS. WASHING-
TON WIZARDSS: $35–
$3,000. 8 pm.

SUN, JAN. 25
MUSIC, LINKIN PARK: 

$69.50–$98.50. 7:30 pm. 

MON, JAN. 26
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. PORTLAND 
TRAILBLAZERS: $35–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

THURS, JAN. 29
MUSIC, CHRIS BROWN 

WITH TREY SONGZ 
AND TYGA: $69.75–
$150.75. 7:30 pm. 

FRI, JAN. 30
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. TORONTO 
RAPTORS: $20–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, JAN. 31
MUSIC, IGOR KRUTOI 

GALA CONCERTA: 
Composer is joined by 
Russian singers includ-
ing Filipp Kirkorov, 
Kristina Orbakaite, Irina 
Allegrova, and Valeriy 
Leontiev, and more. 
$65–$955. 7 pm. 

MON, FEB. 2
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. LOS ANGE-
LES CLIPPERS: $35–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

FRI, FEB. 6
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. NEW YORK 
KNICKS: $95–$4,000. 
7 pm.

FRI, FEB. 13
SPORTS, BBVA COMPASS 

RISING STARS CHAL-
LENGE: The NBA’s top 
rookies and sopho-
mores compete against 
each other. $22–$87. 
9 pm.

FRI, FEB. 19
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: $15–$65. 7 
pm.

Upon Us: Race and Politics 
from Boston to Brooklyn,” 
a history of racism and pol-
itics in the Northeast. Free. 
7:30 pm. Greenlight Book-
store [686 Fulton St. be-
tween S. Elliott Place and 
S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246–0200], 
greenlightbookstore.com. 

TUES, JAN. 6

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, KATIE DREW, 

MEENK, LOWHENCY 
PIERRE, ONETAKE 
CARTER: $7. 8 pm. Trash 
Bar [256 Grand St. at Dri-
ggs Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 599–1000], 
www.thetrashbar.com. 

OTHER
TALK, FREE CITIZENSHIP 

COURSES: The Brook-
lyn Public Library offers a 
course on navigating the 
citizenship process, of-
fering in-class help with 
paperwork and legal ques-
tions. Free. 10 am–noon. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
New Lots Branch [665 New 
Lots Avenue between 
Schenck Avenue and Bar-
bey St. in East New York, 
(718) 649–0311]. 

TALK, NELL PAINTER AND 
SARAH LEWIS: Nell 
Painter discusses her 
exhibit, “She said, She 
said: Art and inspiration” 
and her personal inspira-
tion with “The History 
of White People” author 
Sarah Lewis. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

ART, PAINT NITE: Students 
learn to paint while drink-
ing cocktails. Materials 
provided, no experience 
required. $65. 7–9 pm. 
Schnitzelhaus [7319 5th 
Avenue between 73rd and 
74th St. in Bay Ridge, (718) 
836–5600], www.paintnite.
com/pages/events/view/
newyork/842095. 

GUIDED CHEESE FLIGHT: 
This class will have par-
ticipants sample eight 
cheeses that represent the 
best of their region and 
style with cheesemonger 
Pam Brewer. $38. 7–9 pm. 
Court Tree Collective [371 
Court St. between Carroll 
Street and First Place, (718) 
422–7806], www.courttree.
com.

COMEDY, JACKKNIFE COM-
EDY: Hosted by Gideon 
Hambright and Patrick 
Hastie. This month’s show 
features Zane Golia, Ra-
chael Parenta, Eli Sairs, 
Mike Abrusci, Naomi Kara-
vani, and Drew Dowdey. 
Free. 7 pm. Brooklyn 
Colony [274 Fourth Ave. 
between First and Carroll 
streets in Gowanus, (347) 
675–7467], https://www.
facebook.com/Jackknife-
Comedy. 

COMEDY, DUMBO COM-
EDY: Standup comedy 
and music presented by 
Aaron Kominos-Smith and 
Meghan Hanley. Free. 7 
pm. Dumbo Kitchen [108 
Jay St. at York Street in 
Dumbo, (718) 797–1695], 
www.facebook.com/dum-
bocomedy. 

COMEDY, “THE FANCY 
SHOW”: Producers Mi-
chael Joyce, Langston Ker-
man, Lane Pieschel, Sim-

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

Green day: The Nets take on the Celtics at Barclays Center on 
Jan. 7. Associated Press / Michael Dwyer
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[29 Jay St. between John 
and Plymouth streets in 
Dumbo, (718) 254–8779], 
www.stannswarehouse.
org. 

MUSIC, DUMB FRIENDS, 
SLIM WRAY, ALRIGHT JU-
NIOR: $7. 8 pm. Trash Bar 
[256 Grand St. at Driggs 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 599–1000], www.thet-
rashbar.com. 

MUSIC, GARCIA PEOPLES, 
DEBBY SCHWARTZ, ES-
CAPE BY OSTRITCH: $8. 8 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, SNAKEHIPS: $25 
($15 in advance). 10 pm. 
Output [74 Wythe Ave. at 
N. 12th Street in Williams-
burg, (917) 333–1000], 
www.outputclub.com. 

OTHER
TALK, FREE CITIZENSHIP 

COURSES: The Brook-
lyn Public Library offers a 
course on navigating the 
citizenship process, of-
fering in-class help with 
paperwork and legal 
questions. Free. 5–7 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Bay Ridge Branch [7223 
Ridge Boulevard at 73rd 
St. in Bay Ridge, (718) 
748–5709]. 

READING, KEN SIEGLE-
MAN’S POETRY OUT-
REACH: Anthony Vigorito 
hosts a night of poetry 
featuring guest poets 
each week. For teens and 
adults. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Barnes and Noble [267 
Seventh Ave. at Sixth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
832–9066], www.barne-
sandnoble.com. 

FRI, JAN. 9

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, SLICK RICK, THE 

RULER, AMY LYNN AND 
THE GUN SHOW: $15. 
6 pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
963–3369], www.brooklyn-
bowl.com. 

MUSIC, MOTHER FALCON, 
AND THE KIDS: $15 ($13 in 
advance). 7 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 

mons McDavid, and Jenny 
Zigrino share the stage 
with local talent. Free. 8 
pm. Bar Reis [375 Fifth Ave. 
between Fifth and Sixth 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 
974–2412]. 

WED, JAN. 7

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, THE TRAVELERS, 

GENDER STUDIES, JESUS 
JIM, YOUNG BUGS: $7. 8 
pm. Trash Bar [256 Grand 
St. at Driggs Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 599–
1000], www.thetrashbar.
com. 

OTHER
ART, KNIT AND CROCHET 

GROUP: Learn how to 
crochet and knit with in-
structors or simply spend 
time with fellow makers. 
All experience levels and 
ages 10 and up welcome, 
and participants can come 
and go as they please. 
Free. 1–3 pm. Brooklyn 
Farmacy & Soda Fountain 
[513 Henry St. at Sackett 
Street in Carroll Gardens, 
(718) 522–6260], www.
brooklynfarmacyandsoda-
fountain.com. 

DANCE, BALLROOM DANCE 
PROGRAM: Free ballroom 
dance classes. Students 
learn merengue, foxtrot, 
tango, cha cha, and swing. 
6 pm. IS 96 [99 Avenue P 
between W. 11th and W. 
12th streets in Sheepshead 
Bay, (718) 232–2266]. 

COMEDY, SIMPLY UNEM-
PLOYABLE LIVE!: Matt 
Catanzano and Richie 
Moriarty host “Simply 
Unemployable Live” fea-
turing improv from Lauren 
Adams, Michael Hartney, 
Trevor Livingston, Cavan 
Rogers, and Josh Gonde. 
$5. 7:30 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

THURS, JAN. 8

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, “TOXIC PSALMS”: 

Vocal theater women’s 
ensemble Carmina Slo-
venica channels ancient 
and modern cultures in 
their performance. $20. 8 
pm. St. Ann’s Warehouse 

www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 
MUSIC, WILLIE WATSON, 

ELLE KING: $15 ($12 in 
advance). 8 pm. Rough 
Trade NYC [64 N. Ninth St. 
between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 388–4111], www.
roughtradenyc.com. 

MUSIC, BRIDGES AND 
POWERLINES, THE AYE-
AYES, MISTRI/MISRACH: 
$8. 8 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400], www.unionhallny.
com. 

MUSIC, CALIFORNIA KING: 
Free. 9 pm. BAM Cafe (30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org/programs/
bamcafe-live. 

MUSIC, ACME DYNAMITE, 
STEREO INTERCOURSE, 
VITAL G, THE OX ON THE 
ROOF, HONEYBADGER: 
$8. 8 pm. Trash Bar [256 
Grand St. at Driggs Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (718) 
599–1000], www.thetrash-
bar.com. 

MUSIC, OSCAR G, RICHIE 
SANTANA WITH ALIX 
ALVAREZ, MR. V: $20. 
10 pm. Output [74 Wythe 
Ave. at N. 12th Street in 
Williamsburg, (917) 333–
1000], www.outputclub.
com. 

MUSIC, DR. DOG, TWAIN: 
$25–$35. 9 pm. Music Hall 
of Williamsburg [66 N. 
Sixth St. between Wythe 
and Kent avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 486–
5400], www.music hallo fwil-
l iamsb urg.com.

OTHER
ART, “THE DOODLES” 

OPENING RECEPTION: 
Shu Ohno’s collection of 
disorder on a miniature 
scale, focusing the man-
made deterioration of ob-
jects, and their re-creation. 
Free. 6–9 pm. P 339 (339 
Bedford Avenue between 
S. Third and S. Fourth 
streets in Williamsburg), 
www.p339.org. 

TALK, RISK!: Storytelling 
night hosted by Kevin Al-
lison, featuring true storie 
speakers never thought 
they’d dare to share in 
public. $12–$14. 8 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-

Who let the doctors out: Indie rock outfit Dr. Dog plays four nights at the Music Hall of Williamsburg, 
Jan. 9–12. Nicky Devine

bellhouseny.com. 
TALK, THE FLOP HOUSE: 

Live taping of bi-monthly 
podcast, devoted to the 
worst in recent fi lms. 
Hosted by Elliott Kalan, 
Dan McCoy, and Stuart 
Wellington. $10–$12. 10 
pm. Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

SAT, JAN. 10

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, BIG SAM’S FUNKY 

NATION, LOST BAYOU 
RAMBLERS, NAUGHTY 
PROFESSOR: $15 ($12 in 
advance). 6 pm. Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, EMEFE, NO BS! 
BRASS BAND, COCEK! 
BRASS BAND: $15 ($12 in 
advance). 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, ENZIGUR, DONE 
WITH YOU, THE WELCH 
BOYS, ALL TORN UP: 
$10. 8 pm. Trash Bar [256 
Grand St. at Driggs Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (718) 
599–1000], www.thetrash-
bar.com. 

DANCE, “LEGENDS OF 
BURLESQUE CALENDAR 
SHOW”: Featuring perfor-
mances by burlesque danc-
ers paying homage to the 
women and men of bur-
lesque who came before 
them. $15-$25. 8 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 

Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, RHYTHM REPUBLIK 
WITH JAHSTIX: Free. 9 
pm. BAM Cafe (30 Lafay-
ette Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene), www.bam.
org/programs/bamcafe-
live. 

MUSIC, INTERFACE 50, 
DRUMCELL, AUDIO IN-
JECTION, RAIZ VS SUB-
VERSIVE, HYPERACTIVE: 
$30 ($20 in advance). 10 
pm. Output [74 Wythe 
Ave. at N. 12th Street in 
Williamsburg, (917) 333–
1000], www.outputclub.
com. 

MUSIC, DJ CAR STEREOS: 
Free. Midnight. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

OTHER
PONGO POWER GYM 

GRAND OPENING: Fea-
turing stand-up comedy, 
live music, drinks, and an 
obstacle course. Free. 
Noon–6 pm. Pongo Power 
[350 Flatbush Ave. be-
tween St. Johns and Ster-
ling places in Park Slope, 
718–638–7722], www.pon-
gopower.com. 

TALK, FREE CITIZENSHIP 
COURSES: The Brook-
lyn Public Library offers a 
course on navigating the 
citizenship process, of-
fering in-class help with 
paperwork and legal ques-
tions. Free. 10 am–noon. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Kensington Branch [4207 
18th Avenue at Webster 

Avenue in Kensington, 
(718) 436–0545]. 

READING, “PLEASE MR. 
PANDA”: With activities. 
Free. 11 am. Barnes and 
Noble [267 Seventh Ave. at 
Sixth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 832–9066], www.
barnesandnoble.com. 

ART, “HORSES” OPENING 
RECEPTION: Tim Bruni-
ges’ interactive exhibition 
showcases a commune of 
horses in frosty Iceland.
Using sound, objects, and 
light, Bruniges explores 
movement and the ten-
sion between stasis and 
fl ux. Free. 6–9 pm. Chasm 
Gallery (58 Bogart St. be-
tween Bogart St. and Mor-
gan Avenue in Bushwick), 
www.chasmgallery.com. 

ART, CATCH COIL: A show-
case of rough excerpts of 
artists’ works-in-progress, 
providing them with an 
audience to bounce their 
ideas against and a plat-
form to get presenters 
excited about their work. 
With music and free beer. 
Free. 7 pm. The Invisible 
Dog Art Center [51 Bergen 
St. between Boerum Pl. 
and Dean St. in Cobble 
Hill, (347) 560–3641], www.
theinvisibledog.org. 

ART, “YES/NO” OPENING 
RECEPTION: Artist Lena 
Lapschina presents a spa-
tial installation of two light 
objects produced from six-
teen standard fl uorescent 
tubes. Free. 7–9 pm. Open 
Source Gallery [306 17th 
St. at Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (646) 279–3969], 
www.open-source-gallery.
org. 

reunion show 

245 Grand Street Brooklyn, NY 11211 347-529-6610

THE GR AND VICTOR Y @
January 10 th
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LATE PAGE

KARP KIA

per mo.

24
mo. lease
$3,699 Due at

inception. Tax title

& MV fees add'l.

$109
†

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, and More! Stk#K49092

BRAND NEW
2015 KIASORENTO LX

BRAND NEW 2015 KIA

OPTIMA LX

PER MO./24 MO. LEASE
$3,739 due at inception.

Tax, title & MV fees add’l.  

$149
†

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, and More! Stk#K42975

BRAND NEW
2015 KIAK900

PER MO./30 MO. LEASE
$4,129 due at inception.

Tax, title & MV fees add’l. 

$539
†

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, and More! Stk#K43294

BRAND NEW
2015 KIAFORTE LX4 Door

Sedan

PER MO./36 MO. LEASE
$3,679 due at inception.

Tax, title & MV fees add’l.  

$89
†

ONLY 
3 LEFT 
AT THIS PRICE!

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L and More ! Stk#K43181

372 SUNRISE HWY, ROCKVILLE CENTRE   888-864-5029 • GetKiasForLess.com
SALES: Mon-Thur 9-9, Fri 9-7, Sat 9-5, Sun 9-5                                                          SERVICE : Mon-Thur 7-9 Fri 7-7, Sat 7:30-5WE HONOR ALL COMPETITOR

DEALER SERVICE COUPONS

OPEN SUNDAY
9AM-5PM FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE! 

DOWN
AVAILABLE!

†Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title & MV fees which are add’l and due at inception. Closed end lease subject to credit approval. Due at inception includes: $2,995 down payment, $595 bank
fee, 1st month’s payment & $0 security depost. TP/PO: $2,626/$13,539 (Optima), 35766/$15,019 (Sorento), $2136/$10,574 (Forte),$16170/$39,176 (K900). Leases are $0.20/mile over 12K mi/yr, (K900 is
$0.20/mi over 10K mi/yr). Lessee responsible for excess wear/tear/maint/repair. Photos for illustrative purposes only. Dealer not responsible for typographical errors. Offers expire 1/4/15.

HONESTY & INTEGRITY
Never any phony fees or false "add ons" Bring us any ad

and we'll help you separate "fact from fiction"
100%

APPROVAL!

BAD CREDIT, SO WHAT!OUR
GOAL

IS
If You Have A Current Pay Stub
And A Steady Job, You Can Qualify,
Regardless Of Past Credit History.

*Warranty is a 
limited powertrain 
warranty. For details,
see retailer or go to
kia.com.

KARP IS
AMAZING!

Just 15 Minutes
from Bayridge!

No Tolls! 

$0
72mos.

AVAILABLE!

COLLEGE GRAD
FIRST-TIME
BUYER REBATES
AVAILABLE!

0%APR
FINANCING

$400

UP
TO
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• ‘Our girls believe that 
they can beat anybody.’

• ‘I’m the new boss in 
town.’

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
The last 365 days have brought 
plenty of highlights, produced 
many stars and created mem-
ories to last a lifetime. Brook-
lyn Courier Sports Editor Jo-
seph Staszewski takes a look 
back at the year in Brooklyn 
high school sports and picks 
the best of the best from 2014:

Program of the Year: 
Poly Prep

The Blue Devils was always 
one of the premier programs 
in New York City, but it was 
quite a year in Bay Ridge. The 
Poly Prep baseball team won a 
fourth-straight private school 
state title and an Ivy League 
crown. Its football team lost 
only one game for the second-
straight year and its domi-
nance made it arguably the 
best club in the fi ve boroughs. 
Add in the wrestling team’s 
fi rst state title, and you have 
an athletic year unmatched in 
Brooklyn.  

Boys’ Athlete of the 

Year: Luis Rodriguez, Abra-
ham Lincoln 

No player meant more 
to his team than the senior 
running back-wide receiver, 
considering he scored every 
postseason touchdown for 
the Railsplitters. Rodriguez, 
a senior, tied a Public School 
Athletic League record with 
nine playoff touchdowns, in-
cluding two in the champi-
onship game against Eras-
mus. Lincoln coach Shawn 
O’Connor dubbed him a Co-
ney Island legend after the 
performance at Yankee Sta-
dium. 

Girls’ Athlete of the 

Year: Marlena Budna, Fort 
Hamilton girls’ volleyball 

Many players have had a 
role in Fort Hamilton’s rise to 
prominence in the last three 
seasons, but Budna has been 
the key to it all. The dominant 
middle hitter did everything 
on the court and was unstop-
pable at the net when she was 

in rhythm. The senior had 
an uncanny knack for clos-
ing out sets and used to it help 
the team win its fi rst Public 
School Athletic League Class 
A crown this year.   

Team of the Year: Xaver-
ian baseball

Resilient is the only word 
to describe this group of Clip-
pers. Xaverian, which saw 
this as rebuilding season, 
staved off elimination seven 
times to win the Catholic 
Class AA crown for the fi rst 
time since 2011. Senior ace 

Anthony Sigismondi led the 
way by winning three play-
off games, including the title 
clincher. 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Coming close isn’t enough 
for Grant Street Campus any-
more. 

The Wolves girls’ basket-
ball team is past that stage of 
the program’s development, 
but it hasn’t ascended to the 
top level on the court just 
yet. 

Grand Street is off to a 
7–5 start and at 5–2 in Public 
School Athletic League Class 
AA play, and is now one of the 
top teams in the league. But 
the squad is without a sig-
nature win that would vault 
it into the conversation with 
the city’s elite teams. 

“Our girls believe that 
they can beat anybody,” 
coach Corey McFarlane said. 

Grand Street lost to league 
runner-up South Shore by six 
points in its season opener. 
Then it fell to city power 
Murry Bergtraum by nine, 
and recently suffered a two-
point loss to Archbishop Mol-
loy, arguably the city’s best 
team, at the HoopsQueens 
Winterball before Christ-
mas. 

McFarlane said his team 
was embarrassed after los-
ing to borough rival South 
Shore because coming close 

is no longer good enough.
“The past years we have 

been underdogs,” junior 
guard Kaisah Lucky said.  
“Losing by 5 or 10 to Berg-
traum or South Shore, it was 
like an accomplishment. It 
hurts more this year.”

That’s because Grand 
Street is now a veteran club, 
and this year it added one of 
the city’s best young players 
in sophomore forward Sha-
nique Edwards. Just three 
seasons ago, Grand Street 
won only two league games.  

“My freshman year we 
used to lose by 30 and 40,” 
said junior guard Darieli 
Abreu. 

Now the Grand Street 
backcourt is made up of 
Lucky, Abreu and fi fth-year 
senior Arelis Cora. Cora was 
granted another season of el-
igibility after missing nearly 
two seasons because of an 
ACL tear, according to Mc-
Farlane. 

McFarlane said Lucky 
and Abreu can really score 
when they get going.         

“The explosiveness is go-
ing to come out from Lucky 
and Darieli,” he said. “Those 
are the two girls who are re-

— Grand Street coach Corey McFarlane on the 
confidence of his much-improved team

— Jefferson coach Lawrence “Bud” Pollard 
after his upset of Lincoln, formely helmed 

by the legendary Dwayne “Tiny” Morton

Continued on page 36 Continued on page 37

STREET SMART: Grand Street’s Fernanda Reyes attacks the defense 
in a game against Archbishop Molloy.  Photo by Joseph Staszewski 

ATHLETES OF THE YEAR: (Above) 
Our pick for Boys’ Athlete of the 
Year, Lincoln’s Luis Rodriguez, 
left, tied a PSAL record with nine 
playoffs touchdowns, including 
two in the championship game 
against Erasmus. (Right) Our pick 
for Girls’ Athlete of the Year, Fort 
Hamiliton’s Marlena Budna, right, 
did everything on the court and 
was unstoppable at the net when 
she was in rhythm.

Grand Street aims 
to take next step 
after strong start 

The year’s best in 
Brooklyn HS sports 
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B ishop Loughlin coach 
Chez Williams con-
stantly reminds peo-

ple how young and inexpe-
rienced his team is despite 
its early season success.

You needed no such re-
minder watching the Lions 
girls’ basketball team fall to 
upstate power Ossining 77–
64 in the fi nal of the Slam 
Dunk Tournament at the 
Westchester County Center 
on Dec. 29. Loughlin got 32 
points from sophomore star 
Milia Reid, but she didn’t 
get the help she needed to 
beat a team of Ossining’s 
caliber. 

Freshman center Zaria 
Dorsey was battling an 
injured knee, and senior 
guard Kiana Clark got into 
early foul trouble. Skydajah 
Patterson, who has been an 
unsung hero during Lough-
lin’s 10–2 start, scored 14 
points, but they were spread 
out throughout the game. 
Williams made no excuses.

“People have to step up,” 
he said. “That’s just the bot-
tom line. We are a young 
team. We are going to go 
through situations like 
this.” 

There were missed box 
outs, turnovers, and missed 
defensive assignments. Os-
sining’s ball movement led 
to 23 assists and eight three-
pointers as the Loughlin, 
which had eight assists, 
tried to keep up as best it 
could. The Hartford-bound 
Jalay Knowles beat the Li-
ons inside with 36 points 
and Shadeen Samuels hit 
fi ve three-pointers on her 
way to 25 points for Ossin-
ing. 

“Ossining showed us our 
defense is not up to par,” 
Reid said. 

Williams’s team needs to 
learn how to sustain a high 
level of play and pick itself 
up when things aren’t going 
well. Despite not playing its 
best, Loughlin was down 
just 55–50 heading into the 
fourth quarter. 

Mistakes are going to 
happen. The key will be 
limiting them and overcom-
ing them, like Loughlin has 
done before this season. 

Teams are going to adjust 
to its fast-paced, press-
ing style. It needs to adjust 
back, become crisper and 
more poised. 

“When you have a young 
team, two and two isn’t al-
ways going to be four all the 
time. It might be 19,” Wil-
liams said. “You have to 
learn how to subtract those 
and minimize the mis-
takes.” 

The loss may have cost 
the Lions a chance at a na-
tional ranking, but it is not 
a reason to panic. It is just a 
reminder of how long a way 
Loughlin has to go this sea-
son. The team hasn’t lost 
a league game, and owns 
wins over Christ the King 
and nationally ranked Sha-
bazz (N.J). 

“We proved to teams we 
are not anyone to sleep on,” 
Reid said. 

A big contest awaits them 
Jan. 13 when the Lions visit 
unbeaten Archbishop Mol-
loy, the early favorite to win 
the Brooklyn-Queens title. 

Williams is happy with 
his club so far, and he and 
should be. It has met his 
expectations and exceeded 
those of most others up to 
this point. Loughlin is in 
position to be a major factor 
this season and beyond. 

“I expected us to be 
where we are at,” Williams 
said. “Can we be better? I 
don’t think we have played 
our best game yet. It’s a 
learning experience.”

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
The Long Island University 
men’s basketball team just had 
its four-game winning streak 
snapped. 

A hot-shooting Hofstra 
bested the Blackbirds 88–62 
during the Brooklyn Hoops 
Winter Classic at the Barclays 
Center last Sunday. The Pride 
shot 50.8 percent from the fi eld 
and connected on 14 of 27 of its 
three-pointers on the contest.

Ameen Tanksley paced 
Hofstra (8–4) with a career-
high 32 points and Juan’ya 
Greeded added 15 points, 10 
rebounds and 10 assists. Long 
Island University (4–7) got 14 
points and six rebounds from 
Nura Zanna, Iverson Fleming 
had 13 points and Joel Hernan-
dez added 10. 

The Blackbirds were in the 
game for the fi rst 10 minutes be-
fore Hofstra ripped off a 34–15 
run to close the half. The Pride 
led 45–25 at the break, but Long 
Island University attempted to 
rally as the second half began. 
It went on a 12–4 run, led by fi ve 

points apiece from Fleming and 
Landon Atterberry. 

The Blackbirds were 
within 49–37 with 15:50 left in 
the game, but Hofstra quickly 
responded with a spurt of its 
own. Hofstra proceeded to go 
on a 10–0 run over the next 3:16 
to put the game out of reach.

Long Island University 
came into the game riding 
high. It had rattled off four-
straight wins after losing its 
fi rst six games. The streak 
was highlighted by a victory 
over the New Jersey Institute 
of Technology, which owns 
wins over Michigan and St. 
Francis College (Brooklyn). 
Iceland native Elvar Fridriks-
son, a freshman, is the Black-
birds’ leading scorer at 11.2 
points per contest.

The Blackbirds will have 
to enter North East Confer-
ence play on a loss. Long Is-
land University will look to re-
group and bounce back when 
it hosts Bryant in its league 
opener on Jan. 3 at the Well-
ness Center.

STREAK BUSTED: Long Island 
University men’s basketball coach 
Jack Perri saw his team’s four-
game winning streak ended by 
Hofstra.  Long Island University 

LIU’s 4-game streak 
halted by Hofstra 

Young Loughlin 
still has some  
growing to do 

Coach of Year: Linda 
Strong, Fontbonne Hall girls’ 
volleyball

It has been a quite a climb 
for Strong and the Bonnies, 
and it culminated in them 
reaching the top in historic 
fashion. She molded and 
trained this group both with 
the Bonnies and at the club, 
and it paid off in the school’s 
fi rst Brooklyn-Queens AA 
crown. Fontbonne ended St. 
Francis Prep’s seven-year run 
as regular-season and dioce-
san champions in the process.  

Best Newcomer: Isaiah 
Wilson, Poly Prep football 

The Blue Devils lost two-
way lineman Jay Hayes to 
graduation and Notre Dame, 
but didn’t miss a beat because 
of Wilson. The 6-foot-6, 279 
pound sophomore helped keep 
Poly as a dominant running 
team and quelled opponents 
offense at the point of attack.

Best Upset: Fontbonne 
girls’ volleyball

No team ever come close 
to touching St. Francis Prep 
during its seven-year run atop 

Brooklyn-Queens volleyball. 
But Fontbonne didn’t just beat 
the Terriers in bringing the 
streak to a close — the Bon-
nies dominated. Francesca 
Castellano, Emily Greenstein, 
and company beat the Queens 
school three times, including 
in straight sets in the dioce-
san fi nal.

Best Clutch Perfor-

mance: Bianca Cuevas, Naza-
reth 

The South Carolina-bound 
star shone the brightest in one 
of the best girls’ basketball 
games in recent years, in the 
Catholic Class AA state semi-
fi nals. Cuevas scored a ca-
reer-high 50 points to beat fel-
low McDonalds All-American 

Continued from page 35 

HONORS

TEAM OF THE YEAR: Xaverian pitcher Anthony Sigismondi led Xaverian 
to win three playoff games, including the title clincher.  
 File photo by Ken Maldonado

Continued on page 37
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Brooklyn’s boys’ soccer play-
ers again brought their best to 
the fi eld. Franklin Roosevelt 
reclaimed the Brooklyn A 
West title in unbeaten fash-
ion after two-straight second-
place fi nishes and made a deep 
win in the Public School Ath-
letic League’s Class A play-
offs. Thomas Jefferson earned 
its fi rst division crown since 
2011 and knocked off Lincoln 
in the postseason. Poly Prep 
had another strong year in the 
Ivy League with a highly tal-
ented group. 

Here are the players who 
made it all happen, and who 
we deemed the best in Brook-
lyn this year:

All-Brooklyn Boys Soc-

cer Player of the Year: 
Walter Medina, Franklin 
Roosevelt 

Roosevelt was Brooklyn’s 
most dominant team in the 
Public School Athletic League 
and Medina was the guy who 
made them go. The senior’s 
midfi elder tallied 13 goals and 
dished out nine assists to help 
Franklin Roosevelt reach the 
quarterfi nals. He assisted on 
the long goal of a second round 
win over Stuyvesant. 

All-Brooklyn Boys’ Soc-

cer Coach of the Year: Frank 
Nicholas, Thomas Jefferson

It has been a long climb 
back up the ranks for the Or-
ange Wave, but Nicholas had 
them back on top this sea-
son. Jefferson had won just 
10 games combined in the last 
two years, and claimed 10 this 
season to edge Grand Street 
by a point for the division title. 
Nicholas did it by successfully 
meshing talented youth with 
savvy veterans.   

All-Brooklyn Boys’ Soc-

cer First Team

Midfi elder Adegbola Ad-
esanya, Grand Street

The senior defensive mid-
fi elder’s play allowed the 
young stars around him to 
fl ourish. Adesnaya’s speed 
and foot skills put him in total 
control of the play and helped 
Grand Street to a second-place 
fi nish. He added a goal and an 
assist.   

Defender Augustine 
Ameruso, Xaverian 

Ameruso has been a stal-
wart for the Clippers through-
out his career. The senior was 
the unquestioned leader of 
the Xaverian back four. It was 

Ameruso and that unit that 
helped give the team a chance 
to win every game it played.  

Forward Joey Barone, 
Xaverian 

The electric forward re-
mains one of the borough’s 
most dynamic and feared scor-
ers. The junior continually 
found the back of the net despite 
being the focal point of some of 
the city’s best defenses. 

Midfi elder Ahmed Elfa-
ham, Fort Hamilton

The senior put together his 
best season in a Tigers uni-
form. Elfaham tallied a career-
high 14 goals and added seven 
assists to help the Wolves to a 
second-place fi nish after mov-
ing up to the ‘A’ division.   

Forward Will Griffo, Poly 
Prep

The senior has been a pro-
lifi c scorer through out his ca-
reer and continued to be a key 
cog in the Blue Devils offense 
this season. Griffo was asked 
to take on more responsibil-
ity and fl ourished in his en-
hanced role. 

Goalie Mike McAloon, 
Poly Prep

There are few goalies in 
New York City who have been 
as consistent as McAloon dur-
ing his four years starting in 
goal. He didn’t disappoint, 
making all the routine saves 
and making the spectacular 
ones look routine.

Midfi elder Taro Naka-
gawa, Poly Prep

The senior has been a 
steadying force at midfi eld 

during his time at Poly Prep. 
Nakagawa is able to impact the 
game on offense and defense 
and helped bring a young Blue 
Devils offense together. 

Forward Victor Ogun-
wale, Thomas Jefferson  

It was quite the varsity de-
but for the super-sophomore 
forward. Ogunwale scored 
23 goals and had one assist. 
It helped Jefferson go from a 
four-win squad to pushing for 
a division title and earning a 
playoff win. 

Midfi elder Edwin Soto, 
Abraham Lincoln 

The Railsplitters took a 
step back after a division 
title last season, but it was 
no fault of the speedy Soto. 
The junior still poured in 13 
goals and eight assists while 
opposing defenses tried to 
make his life as difficult as 
possible. 

Midfi elder Juan Vargas, 
Franklin Roosevelt 

The senior was key cog in 
the Cougars’ offense and was 
the perfect complement to Me-
dina in the middle of the pitch. 
Vargas netted 11 goals and 
handed out six assists to help 
FDR to a division title. 

Defender Eddie Zaykowski, 
Poly Prep 

Zaykowski took over for 
Tom Clark as the leader of the 
Blue Devils defense. The se-
nior’s smarts and speed made 
him a tough draw for attack-
ing players. He did an excel-
lent job bringing together a 
young defense. 

PLAYER OF THE YEAR: Franklin Roosevelt’s Walter Medina tallied 13 
goals and dished out nine assists to help Franklin D. Roosevelt reach the 
quarterfi nals.  File photo by Steven Schnibbe

All- Brooklyn 2014 
Boys’ soccer honors 

ally capable.”
Their job and that of se-

nior forward Amani Gra-
ham was made easier by the 
arrival of 6-foot-2 Edwards 
from Nazareth. She is a dif-
ference maker by her pres-
ence alone. The attention she 
draws from defenses take 
pressure off Graham and 
gives the guards more room 

to operate. Edwards is aver-
aging 15.8 points and 11.4 re-
bounds in league play. 

“It’s been able to open up a 
lot of stuff for us,” McFarlane 
said. “We just have to get out 
of the habit of watching her.”  

People are beginning to 
watch the Wolves now, and 
to notice the strides the pro-
gram has made. Grand Street 
is in position to take the next 
step. It is just a matter of 
turning what they believe 
into reality. 

Continued from page 35 
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Sierra Calhoun and Christ 
the King. The transcendent 
performance epitomized the 
toughness and stubborn-
ness that Cuevas has shown 
throughout her career. 

Game of the Year: 
Thomas Jefferson stuns Abra-
ham Lincoln, Public School 
Athletic League Class AA 
boy’s basketball semifi nals

Lincoln, with its all-star 
fi lled roster, was supposed to 
roll to a second-straight city ti-
tle. It had already beaten Jeffer-
son in their three prior meet-
ings. But the Orange Wave 
saved its best performance 
for last and upended the Rail-
splitters 77–74 behind 21 points 
from Shamorie Ponds. 

Story of the Year: Isaiah 
Whitehead’s recruitment

No story or decision was 
watched more closely by 
sports fans in the tri-state 
area than where the Abra-
ham Lincoln star and Mc-
Donald’s All-American 
would land. Whitehead even-
tually spurned St. John’s for 
Seton Hall, and took Desi Ro-
driguez and coach Dwayne 
“Tiny” Morton with him to 
South Orange. The decision 
was still the talk of local col-
lege basketball when the sea-
son began.  

Quote of the Year: “I’m 
the new boss in town,” Jeffer-
son coach Lawrence “Bud” 
Pollard 

Pollard made the boast 
right after his team upset 
Lincoln and visiting former 
Railsplitter coach Dwayne 
“Tiny” Morton. “I’m the big 
dog. I am happy I sent him 
out of here,” Pollard said. 
“One thing, he will not be at 
the Barclays. He had a run at 
the Garden, but not the Bar-
clays. I am glad he didn’t get 
to the Barclays.” 

BEST CLUTCH PERFORMANCE: 
Bianca Cuevas scored a career-
high 50 points to beat fellow 
McDonalds All-American Sierra 
Calhoun and Christ the King in 
the Catholic Class AA state semi-
fi nals.  File photo by Robert Cole
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STORY OF THE YEAR: Lincoln star Isaiah Whitehead spurned St. 
John’s for Seton Hall in a much-talked-about recruitment decision. 
 File photo by Steve Solomonson
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— EINSTEIN
  adopted 12-09-10

SURE,
AT FIRST I WAS A LITTLE TAKEN ABACK 

BY THE WHOLE PEEING STANDING UP THING. 
BUT I TAUGHT HIM TO THROW A STICK 

AND NOW HANGING OUT WITH HIM
IS THE BEST PART OF MY DAY. 
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WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT SALES TO 1 PER FAMILY. PRICES EFFECTIVE THIS STORE ONLY. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. SOME PICTURES ARE FOR DESIGN PURPOSES ONLY AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT ITEMS ON SALE. GRAPHIC MAKERS PLUS: 201-501-8201.

10% Senior Citizen
or Veteran’s Discount

Every Wednesday

BROOKLYN
MARKET

JANUARY
2015

Stop by & Pick up our
new Loyalty Card at the

Brooklyn Market.

No Gimmicks,
Just Rewards!

Free Home Delivery
Available!

Follow Us For 
Special Savings

Imported Jet Fresh

Scottish
Salmon

Hanover Steam
Vegetables

Select Var. 10-12 oz. Pkg.

Banquet
Meals

Select Var. 5-10 oz. Box $299Turkey Hill
Ice Cream

Select Var. 48 oz. Cont.2/$55/$5 5/$5 Weight Watchers
Smart Ones

Select Var. 4.9-11 oz. Box

Tide 2x
Detergent

Select Var. 69-75 Fl. oz. Cont $999$999$999$999$999
With Club Card & Add.

$10.00 Purchase or More.
Limit 1 Deal.

With Club Card & Add.
$10.00 Purchase or More.

Limit 1 Deal.

Bounty Basic
S-A-S Towels

12 Pack 1236 Ct. $999$999$999$999$999

Scott
Bath Tissue

20 Roll Pack $1299 Clorox
Bleach

Select Var. 116-121 Fl. oz. Cont. 3/$9993/$9993/$9993/$9993/$999

99¢99¢99¢99¢99¢Romaine,
Red, Green
Leaf Lettuce

CALIFORNIA

Ea.

2/$32/$32/$32/$32/$3Sweet Grape
Tomatoes 1 Pint

Cont.

2/$52/$52/$52/$52/$5Blackberries 6 oz.

or Blueberries 16 oz.

IMPORTED

3/99¢3/99¢3/99¢3/99¢3/99¢Star Ruby
Grapefruit

Cont.

99¢99¢99¢99¢99¢
Eastern
Potatoes

US #1
5 LB. BAG

$899$899$899$899$899
Lb.

COUNTRY FRESH

$299$299$299$299$299
Center Cut
Pork Chops Lb.

BONELESS 

$599$599$599$599$599
Boneless
Sirloin Steaks Lb.

$199$199$199$199$199
Lb.

Family
Pack

Grade A Boneless Breast
Chicken Cutlets

EXCEPT
SELECT

PURPLE
LINE

Dannon
Yogurt

2/99¢

Select Var. 6 oz. Cup

LIGHT’N FIT OR 
FRUIT ON THE BOTTOM

Tropicana Premium

Orange Juice

$299

Select Var.59 oz. Cont.

Friendship
Cottage Cheese

$199

Select Var. 16 oz. Cont.

Kraft
Shredds

2/$6
Select Var. 7-8 oz. Pkg.

1/2
Price!

1/2
Price!

TROP50 OR
GRAPEFRUIT

Thin Sliced
$3.49 Lb.

FLORIDA

$299Semolina
Twist Ea.

$499Rotisserie
Chicken Ea.

$799Domestic
Parmesan Lb.

LAND O’
LAKES $499American

Cheese Lb.

$499Hormel Slicing
Pepperoni Lb.

Chunk
Only

Kellogg’s
Krave

$249Select Var 11-11.4 oz. Box

1/2
Price!

OR JIF CEREAL
9.1 OZ.

Smucker’s
Grape Jam

$13732 oz. Cont. Jelly or

1/2
Price!

Hunt’s
Tomatoes

28-29 oz. Can Sauce or

99¢

Pellegrino
Soda

6 Pack +Dep.

2/$7Limit 1
Deal.

Crisco 
Corn Oil

128 oz., Cont.,Vegetable or

Campbell’s
Chicken Noodle

4 Pack Tomato Soup or

$599

Progresso
Light Soup

Select Var.18.5-19 oz Can

3/$5

$199

With Club Card & Add. $10.00
Purchase or More. Limit 1 Deal.

With Club Card & Add. $10.00
Purchase or More. Limit 1 Deal.

OR HEART
HEALTHY


