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BY VANESSA OGLE
It may be a new year, but 
many in Sheepshead Bay 
say they are still facing the 
same old problems with 
Build It Back.

The city-run recovery 
program released statis-
tics for the neighborhood 
in December to shows what 

has been achieved, but res-
idents say the data shows 
that rebuilding efforts are 
still delayed more than 
two years after Hurricane 
Sandy. 

Residents who live in the 
neighborhood’s courts say 
their rebuilding process 
has been especially slow 

since the program said it is 
often easier — though not 
required — if all residents 
on a court choose the same 
“resiliency path” for their 
homes.

Build It Back offers 
three “pathways” to storm-
proof damaged homes: el-

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
It likely won’t become part of the 
skyline again, but the Kentile 
Floors sign could be coming out 
of storage.

The beloved rooftop sign came 
down from its perch in Gowanus 
in July, but the letters could fi nd 
a new home at the long-shuttered 
Under the Tracks playground, 
below the elevated F and G tracks 
between Second and Third ave-
nues. The location is just one pos-
sibility, and a lot of hurdles have 
to be cleared before the letters go 
anywhere, but the disused park 
is a solid candidate, the sign’s 
caretaker said. 

“We are trying to pinpoint 
spaces that make sense for them, 
and we think it would be great 
to bring them back to the com-
munity and put them there,” 
said Paul Basile, president of the 
Gowanus Alliance, a business 
association.

He explained the appeal of the 
playground this way:

“They still would be physi-
cally connected to the F and 
G lines, and if you want to see 

BY VANESSA OGLE
Marine Park has a new hol-
iday tradition — teenag-
ers fi ghting at Kings Plaza 
Shopping Center on the day 
after Christmas.

On Dec. 26, dozens of 
teenagers got into a fero-
cious fi ght at the local mall 
exactly one year after the 
 marathon “mall brawl” of 

2013 , which temporarily 
closed the mall last win-
ter and resulted in a short-
lived chaperone policy for 
teenagers.

A grainy cellphone video 
captures a fi ght starting be-
tween two teen girls but 
which erupts into a melee 
involving dozens of youth. 

Continued on page 10

Continued on page 10Continued on page 7

Tax-cheating 
congressman 
to step down

BY MAX JAEGER
Congressman and tax cheat Mi-
chael Grimm will resign from of-
fi ce on Jan. 5.

The announcement came 
less than a week after the Bay 
Ridge legislator 
 pleaded guilty 
on Dec. 23 to 
one count of 
tax evasion 
and confessed 
to a list of 
other crimes 
laid out in a 
20-count indict-
ment related to a 
restaurant he owned before tak-
ing offi ce . 

“After much thought and 
prayer, I have made the very dif-
fi cult decision to step down from 
Congress effective January 5, 
2015,” Grimm said in a state-

Continued on page 9
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ROAD TO RECOVERY: Some 
Webers Court residents say 
they are still waiting to move 
forward with Build It Back.

A speeding car burst into a blaze after its driver ran a red light and was hit by another vehicle in Sheepshead Bay 
on Dec. 29.  Police say the driver of the 2008 Infi niti was traveling towards Midwood when he sped through a red 
light. The second driver made a left turn onto Quentin Road and slammed into the Infi niti. A police spokesman 
said the impact caused the Infi niti to spiral into a utility pole and catch fi re. Photo by Steve Solomonson

‘Mall brawl’ sequel Building back in S’Head Bay

Kentile 
sign sits 
in exile

GRIMM GOES

Ferocious fl ames
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Package Deal $995 Most Cars
New Car Look””

Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.
SATURDAY, 9 A.M.–3 P.M.

OPEN 
6 DAYS

Brooklyn’s best bar fi replaces

COZY UP: Alyssa Nastasia of Queens and Michael Verdirame of Bay Ridge warm themselves by the 
fi replace at Union Hall. Photo by Jason Speakman

ALL FIRED UP
BY NOAH HUROWITZ

Baby it’s fi nally cold 
outside. 

It is beginning to look — 
and feel — a lot like winter. 
Fortunately, many Brook-
lyn watering holes boast 
large, cozy fi replaces where 
you can warm up without 
racking up a huge heating 
bill. Our resident fi replace 
expert advises on four of the 
best bar-based hearths in 
the borough, and how to get 
toasty while you’re there.

Union Hall 
The fi replace at this Park 

Slope bar takes the cake. 
Big and toasty, it sits in a 
central chimney that allows 
groups to sit on both sides. 
And in a neighborhood full 
of comfort lovers, increased 
access scores big points. It 
is surrounded by deep and 
cozy leather couches and 
bookshelves that, while 
largely ornamental, lend 
it the feeling of a well-used 
study in a snowed-in hunt-
ing lodge somewhere cold 
and remote.

Warm up with: Keep it 
classic with a hot toddy, or 
for a more inventive warm 
drink, try the hot hard ci-
der. Fortifi ed with a shot 
of cinnamon whiskey and 
spiced with cloves, it will 
put the color in your cheeks 

and brace you for the colder 
temperatures outside.

Union Hall [702 Union 
St. between Fifth and Sixth 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400, www.union-
hallny.com].

Clover Club 
You may not be able to get 

as close as you can at some 
other bar fi replaces, but the 
’place at this Carroll Gar-
dens cocktail haunt adds 
the perfect winterish atmo-
sphere to your enjoyment of 
its top-notch drinks.

Warm up with: What-
ever is on the seasonal win-
ter cocktail menu.

Clover Club [210 Smith 
St. between Baltic and But-
ler streets in Carroll Gar-
dens, (718) 855–7939, www.
cloverclubny.com].

Black Rabbit 
If you fi nd yourself in 

Brooklyn’s more northerly 
regions on a wintry night, 
burrow into the cozy con-
fi nes of the Black Rabbit. 
As the name suggests, its 
interior looks like a rough-
hewn tavern, and when the 
sun sets at 5 pm and the 
wind whips off the East 
River, a perch by the wood-
burning stove in this estab-
lishment is the hottest seat 
in the ’hood.

Warm up with: As 
great as the fi replace here 
is, the real draw of Black 
Rabbit is its booths. If you 
are lucky enough to snag 
one, hide deep in one of the 
wooden snugs with a couple 
of pals and you will never 
have to leave, because you 
can summon wait staff 
with a service light.

Black Rabbit [91 Green-
point Ave. between Frank-
lin Street and Manhattan 
Avenue in Greenpoint, (718) 
349–1595 www.blackrabbit-
barnyc.com].

Two Door Tavern
This joint loses points 

for its modern-looking 
blonde wood and its mostly 
open fl oor plan, but a fi re-
place is a fi replace, and this 
one will do you mighty well 
should you fi nd yourself in 
a snowstorm in the heart of 
Williamsburg.

Warm up with: If you 
are trying to fi ll your stom-
ach as well as the yawning 
chasm in your soul that 
only a fi replace can thaw, 
we advise you try the red 
velvet pancakes.

Two Door Tavern [116 
N. Fifth St. between Berry 
Street and Bedford Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 599–
0222, www.twodoortavern.
com].
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January
Per-swan-a non grata: Swans 

are not symbols of purity, beauty, 
and transformation, but rather a 
blot fi t to be shot, claimed Albany 
swan haters, who came up with a 
plan to  kill off  the mute variety of 
the birds by 2025. The state’s “Mute 
Swan Management Plan” calls for 
an all-out war against New York’s 
largest fowl for allegedly behaving 
aggressively towards people, de-
stroying aquatic vegetation, fright-
ening away other birds, and posing 
a danger to fl ying planes. Animal 
activists retaliated with  a peti-
tion on Change.org  that has drawn 
thousands of signatures so far.

Methodist expansion: New 
York Methodist Hospital’s ambi-
tious plan for a U-shaped outpa-
tient center needs some nips and 
tucks before it can proceed with 
its operations, stated Community 
Board 6, dispensing a prescrip-
tion of  demands  it says will make 
the new facility blend in with 
the landscape while sticking to 
height-zoning laws.  

Nyet!: You can take a person 
out of the former Soviet Union, but 
you can’t take the Soviet Union out 
of some people. Members of Rus-
sian punk band Pussy Riot went 
to prison for singing anti-state lyr-
ics in a Moscow cathedral, but a 
Russian-American priest  warned 
them  to stay away from his Ben-
sonhurst church when they attend 
next month’s Amnesty Interna-
tional concert in Prospect Heights. 
Archpriest Serge Lukianov of the 
Orthodox New Martyrs and Con-
fessors of Russia Church called 
the punk protestors “satanic,” and 
said their message against the 
church and its role in government 
was nothing to rave about.

February
Karate kids: The terrible twos 

are the perfect age for tempestu-
ous tots to hone their  self-defense  
and discipline skills, claimed self-
defense experts at the Williams-
burg Mixed Martial Arts school. 
They prepped the just-out-of-Pam-
pers set on roundhouse kicks, 
jabs, and foot sweeps, while har-
nessing their focus and concen-
tration skills, with classes aimed 

at fun and functionality — with 
emphasis on respect, responsibil-
ity, and friendship. For now, the 
kids remain blissfully ignorant of 
the brutal, grown-up world of pro 
fi ghting — and champs, such as 
Georges “Rush” Saint-Pierre and 
Johny “Bigg Rigg” Hendricks, 
and their parents claimed they in-
tend to keep it that way.

March
RIP, Ed: Manhattan Beach 

lost one if its staunchest and 
most tenacious advocates, when 
long-time resident and commu-
nity activist  Ed Eisenberg  passed 
away on March 1 at the age of 79. 
Neighbors and friends remem-
bered Eisenberg for his outspo-
ken defense of the neighborhood, 
its parks, and public safety, and 
said he never stopped looking out 
for the community he loved to call 
home. Eisenberg was an active 
member of the Manhattan Beach 
Neighborhood Association, the 
61st Precinct Community Coun-
cil, and Community Board 15 un-
til his death. 

April
RIP, Lou: Courier Life colum-

nist Lou Powsner, a World War II 
veteran and urban gladiator who 
famously battled politicians, spe-
cial interests, and bureaucrats, 
 died  in his sleep at his Benson-
hurst home on April 6 at the age 
of 93. Powsner’s popular column, 
“Speak Out,” was a Brooklyn 
Graphic staple since the 1950s, 
attracting a broad fan base with 
his candid and spunky take on 
community issues. The former 
haberdasher, whose storefront on 
Mermaid Avenue in Coney Island 
survived the stormy decades of 
the ’60s through the ’80s, fought 
for brighter street lights to help 
halt nighttime crime, and locked 
horns with the city over parking 
meters, which he said gave shop-
ping malls an unfair advantage 
over his beloved mom-and-pop 
stores. Powsner, a staff sergeant 
with the 64th Bomb Squad Army 
Air Force known as “Kelly’s Ko-
bras,” was laid to rest at the Vet-
erans Cemetery of Forest Green 
Park in Morganville, N.J.

End of term: Bishop Ford High 
School was a community fi xture 
in Windsor Terrace for the past 52 
years, but the co-ed Catholic acad-
emy will graduate its  fi nal  senior 
class in June due to dwindling en-
rollment. Ford was known for its 
athletics program, while Drake, 
R.E.M. and other artists fi lmed 
their music videos there, but a 75 
percent decrease in rolls — from 
1,347 students in 2006 to 499 this 
year — triggered its closure, said 
school offi cials.

Late delivery: Neither snow 
nor rain nor four decades of roving 
could derail this snail mail from 
completing its appointed round. 
Marine Park resident Susan Heif-
etz almost keeled over when she 
received a  letter  from her dead 
mom — postmarked 1969! Heif-
etz, who received the correspon-
dence from a man living in her 
childhood Homecrest apartment, 
“freaked out” when she learned 
that the envelope was sealed with 
a lipstick kiss — a trademark of 
her late mother. The miraculous 
missive was a birthday card her 
parents dropped in the mail the 
day before her 19th birthday, 45 
years ago.

May
Fatal fashion: The body of 

missing Bushwick fashion de-
signer James “Jay” Ott was found 
 fl oating  in the East River near 
Pier 4 off Second Avenue and 58th 
Street in Sunset Park, ending a 
two month search. Ott, who de-
signed for Mary Kate and Ashley 
Olsen’s label The Row, was seen 
for the last time on a security 
camera heading for the Williams-
burg Bridge. Friends and family 
claimed he suffered from depres-
sion and anxiety, and authorities 
ruled out foul play. An initial au-
topsy report was inconclusive.

Whatta Dumbo: Jason Ste-
vens, owner of Rebar on Front 
Street in Dumbo, suddenly shut-
tered his popular establishment 
and took off, stiffi ng employees 
and several couples planning 
their wedding receptions at the 
popular gastropub. He surren-
dered to the Brooklyn DA’s offi ce 
after angry altar-bounds hit the 

roof and big-hearted Rebar staff-
ers worked a wedding for free. 
Stevens was  slapped  with grand 
larceny and several fraud counts 
linked to nearly $1 million in un-
paid taxes. He was released after 
posting $30,000 bail, but faces up 
to 15 years in prison if convicted.

June
Aaaaaaaaargh!: The Thun-

derbolt  rumbled  into the People’s 
Playground like a magnifi cent 
brute, delighting thrill-seekers 
who shrieked their lungs out 
as Sodom-by-the-Sea’s fi rst new 
roller coaster since the Cyclone 
whipped them about like rag dolls 
through a pitiless tangle of drops, 
twists, turns, and loops at speeds 
of 65 miles for two heart-pounding 
minutes. The new Thunderbolt 
— a rebooted version of its iconic 
namesake, which croaked in 2000 
— is faster, steeper, and more 
twisted than the Cyclone, which 
opened in 1927.

Rocket-on: The Astroland 
Rocket Ship — one of the fi rst 
and only surviving early 

amusement park space simula-
tors —  zoomed  back into Coney Is-
land’s atmosphere after six years 
in orbit at the Staten Island Home-
port, delighting Wonder Wheel 
Park owners who plan to restore 
the craft in preparation for the 
funzone’s annual history day on 
Aug. 9. The rocket, originally 
called the Star Flyer, debuted in 
1962 at Astroland Park as one of 
the fi rst of the imaginary space 
voyage simulators constructed 
during the Space Race. It showed 
simulator fi lms of rocket rides 
while the chassis rocked its view-
ers to “outer space” for three min-
utes. 

Joe’s woes: Former District At-
torney Charles “Joe” Hynes experi-
enced a role-reversal as a  scathing 
city report  accused him of alleg-
edly looting the public piggybank 
and violating election laws in his 
failed re-election bid last year. The 
borough’s ex-top lawman may have 
paid a political hack more than 
$1.1 million in public funds be-
tween 2003 and 2013, including al-

COURIER STAFF

As 2014 draws to a close, it’s hard to believe how much has happened in the county 

of Kings since the year began. Albany put a hit out on Sheepshead Bay swans. A 

Marine Park woman fi nally received a long-delayed letter — postmarked in 1969. 

Coney Island got a new roller coaster, we went pink for Breast Cancer Awareness 

Month, a mistletoe drone attacked our photographer, and Coney Island started a 

brand-new New Year’s Eve tradition. Take a look back at the top news of 2014 with 

our Year in Review.

BIG ANNOUNCEMENTS: (Above) In 
January, Albany planned to shoot 
or gas the state’s entire mute swan 
population, calling the elegant birds 
an invasive species that must be de-
stroyed. (Right) A rendering of New 
York Methodist Hospital’s proposed 
U-shaped expansion, announced in 
January. 
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What do you get when you 
cross the decline of Ameri-
can industry with the rise 
of strip malls and factory 
farms? That’s right, Ohio.

Democratic Party hon-
chos are still deciding 
which city should host its 
quadrennial presidential-
candidate-anointing party, 
and the fi eld has narrowed 
to three competitors: 
Brooklyn, Philadelphia, 
and Columbus, Ohio. Our 
crack team of oddsmakers 
who are in no way parti-
san  drew up a convincing 
list of reasons why the City 
of Brotherly Love should 
be utterly shoved out of 
contention back in April . 
Which leaves Columbus, 

also known as Cowtown.

What’s in a name?
The fi rst problem with 

Columbus is name recogni-
tion. Practically every state 
has a city by that name. We 
even have a public space 
outside of Borough Hall 
called Columbus Park, but 
the moniker is so generic 
that people often lump it in 
with neighboring Cadman 
Plaza. The name Brook-
lyn is ubiquitous, too, but 
wayfarers who encounter 
the sleepy village of Brook-
lyn, Iowa probably think it 
is paying homage to its big 
brother by the East River (it 
was  actually named for the 
brooks and land in the area 

— go fi gure ). And when 
we say we love Brooklyn, 
nobody thinks we mean 
Brooklyn, Ohio, population 
11,169. 

Size matters
No competitor can hold 

a candle to Brooklyn’s size, 
and Columbus is no excep-
tion. Borough President 
Adams noted back in April 
that Philadelphia has about 
1 million fewer people than 
Brooklyn, which means a 
million fewer hearts and 
minds to win, and a mil-
lion fewer sets of pockets to 
fi ll, or empty, depending on 
the depth of said pockets. 
Columbus has such size is-
sues that its local paper de-

voted a whole article to its 
breaking the 800,000 popu-
lation mark,  a feat a local 
demographer attributed 
not to rapid-fi re in-migra-
tion, but to regular old hu-
man reproduction . And the 
enterprising boosters over 
at the Columbus Dispatch 
couldn’t even fi nd some-
one who was excited by 
this supposed milestone! 
Even the resident cows are 
bored!

Food
Brooklyn’s culinary 

landscape is famously di-
verse. Our fair borough 
popularized the hot dog in 
the early 20th century, and 
these days, it is lousy with 

coal-fi red pizza, gastro-
pubs, and organic, single-
source coffee. We even  have 
a $10 latte  that our arts edi-
tor swears is worth every 
penny. Columbus, Ohio 
gave the world Wendy’s.

Too close for 
comfort

The Republican Party 
has already picked Cleve-
land for its 2016 conven-

tion. The Dems would be 
better off saving that bat-
tleground state stuff for the 
campaign. With Obama fa-
tigue setting in throughout 
much of the U.S., this might 
be their last big party for a 
while, and where better 
to dance like it’s your last 
night on Earth than at Flat-
bush and Atlantic avenues, 
crossroads of the world?

BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local Doctor Treats Herniated And Bulging Discs, 

Sciatica, And Serious Low Back Pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 back 

surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons perform at least 

100,000 operations for lumbar disc disease alone, and ortho-

pedic surgeons perform a similar number. It is estimated that 

between 20% and 40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country are racing to 

acquire and get trained to operate the DRX9000TM…an FDA 

approved device that is saving thousands of Americans suffer-

ing from chronic back pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back pain without 

surgery explains how the DRX9000TM works... “Over 10 years 

ago, NASA began to notice an unexpected result of space 

travel - Astronauts that left with back pain would come back 

without it. After investigated this now phenomenon here’s 

what they found: During the anti-gravity state of the mission 

there were decompressive forces on the intervertebral discs 

and back pain was relieved. How? When you travel through 

space, the effects of gravity are removed and you are in a 

weightless state. All the pressure is taken off your spine and 

discs. Even better - and this is the key - a negative pressure 

is created. This negative pressure actually sucks the herniated 

material back into the disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to 

the DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally have a non-

surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has documented suc-

cess with are back pain, sciatica, herniated and/or bulging 

discs (single or multiple), degenerative disc disease, facet 

syndromes and a relapse or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new FDA approved 

solution to back pain or to set up an appointment for a free 

consultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 718-234-6207 or visit 

Brooklyn Spine Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 

11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Relieves Back Pain

DRX9000TM

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN

Update: The thin-skinned Columbus Dispatch has picked up our article on  its politics blog , 

calling the piece “sophomoric” and full of “cheap shots.” The digital rag proceeds to list 

the thoroughly researched disses underpinning our argument, but does nothing to refute 

them, offering only that Columbus has gotten the nod from “politico types.” Weak sauce, 

Columbus.

We explain why Columbus stinks as a DNC host city
Ohio a no-go for Dem party

WELCOME TO COLUMBUS: What a dump.  
 Associated Press / Kiichiro Sato

Continued on page 9
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most $220,000 in cash seized 
from criminals, to boost 
his campaign, while im-
properly seeking political 
advice from a sitting judge, 
authorities claimed. Hynes 
was the borough’s top law-
man for 23 years before cur-
rent District Attorney Ken 
Thompson unseated him in 
the November elections.

July
Lover-wurst: Hot-dog 

king Joey “Jaws” Chestnut 
showed he was a red-hot in 
the romance department, 
proposing to his sweet-
heart Neslie Ricasa at  Na-
than’s Famous Hot Dog 
Eating Contest on July 4 . 
Fueled by her acceptance, 
Jaws scarfed his way to an 
eighth-straight win, gob-
bling 61 wieners and buns 
in 10 minutes. His bride-
to-be — a fellow contestant 
— managed 10 dogs and 
trailed the women’s divi-
sion won by Miki Sudo, who 
wolfed 34 dogs and buns 
to defending champ Sonya 
“The Black Widow” Thom-
as’s 27 and three quarters.

Broke-lyn Bridge: 
Granite bricks  rained  
down on pedestrians seek-
ing shelter from a tor-
rential downpour near a 
Brooklyn Bridge support 
wall that didn’t seem to be 
a part of the viaduct’s ex-
tensive, ongoing renova-
tions. Three children and 
two adults were treated for 
minor injuries. The iconic 
bridge — one of the oldest 
suspension spans in the 
country — also made head-
lines later in the month 
when two  white fl ags  mys-
teriously replaced its Stars 
and Stripes atop the bridge 
towers. 

Toddler tragedy: A 
family picnic in Prospect 
Park turned to horror when 
a toddler  was found dead  in 
the lake after disappearing 
with a cousin. Police scuba 
divers found the body of 

Ruhshona Kurbonova, 2, 
in a wooded area of Pros-
pect Park Lake, ending an 
extensive search. The chil-
dren strayed from a fam-
ily gathering and headed 
toward the water, where a 
family strolling in the park 
found the little girl’s 3-year-
old cousin, said cops.

August
Bam on BAM: The 

world-famous Brooklyn 
Academy of Music found 
itself in the spotlight when 
President Obama and fi rst 
lady Michelle Obama gave 
it the coveted  National 
Medal of Arts  during a 
pomp-fi lled ceremony at the 
White House. The 153-year-
old Brooklyn arts institu-
tion has been a stage for the 
likes of opera star Enrico 
Caruso, President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt, and ballet 
great Rudolf Nureyev. Now 
it is also the bearer of the 
highest government award 
given to artists and arts pa-
trons for outstanding con-

tributions to the promotion 
of national arts.

Treasure island: 
Thousands of dollars  may 
still be buried at Coney Is-
land beach , after a pair of 
wealthy do-gooders from 
San Francisco hid $2,500 
in 38 Pez dispensers and 
scattered them across the 
sand between the New 
York Aquarium and Luna 
Park as part of a scavenger 
hunt. But the cash-fi lled 
candy cases were gone the 
next day, likely due to city 
tractors raking and level-
ing the sand each night, 
said a spokeswoman for 
the Parks Department. One 
lucky treasure hunter dug 
up some cash on the beach, 
while our adventure cor-
respondent emerged only 
with a rusty fi shhook and 
some straight-up trash after 
his own exhaustive search. 

September
Pole pose: Downward 

dog on a pole, anyone? Yoga 
reached new highs when a 

Brooklyn Heights studio 
combined the ancient art 
with a support best known 
for X-rated stretches. Yoga 
Pole Studio on Schermer-
horn and Court Streets in 
Brooklyn Heights focuses 
on teaching “inversions,” 
or headstands, as well as 
handstands and forearm-
stands,  with students us-
ing a pole  to steady them-
selves. 

NIMBY: Gowanus resi-
dents blasted the state for 
secretly centralizing the 
 borough’s parole offi ces 
into one command post  in 
their backyard, claiming 
the infl ux of ex-jailbirds 
will bring crime to the area. 
Department of Corrections 
and Community Supervi-
sion representatives said 
the state wouldn’t scrap the 
three-story building, cur-
rently under construction 
where Second Avenue dead-
locks into the Gowanus Ca-
nal, but added the parolees 
were committed to stay-
ing on the right side of the 

law, although armed offi -
cers would be around just 
in case.

October
In the pink: The Cou-

rier kicked off Breast Can-
cer Awareness Month 
with a  pink-paged  issue de-
voted to Brooklyn’s pivotal 
role in early detection, re-
search, and treatment. Did 
you know that Maimonides 
Breast Cancer Center is the 
borough’s fi rst and only fa-
cility dedicated to the study, 
diagnosis, and treatment of 
breast cancer? Or that chief 
oncologist Dr. Patrick Bor-
gen helped to discover the 
genes that cause breast can-
cer, his research leading to 
surgical techniques that are 
now the gold-standard for 
treatment? Our rose-hued 
edition had the lowdown.

Cop gone wild: A Clin-
ton Hill teen suffered brain 
damage after a cop  sucker-
punched him out cold  for 
smoking a cigarette he mis-
took for a joint, his family 
claimed. Incomplete video 
footage showed Marcel 
Hamer, 17, lying in a gut-
ter near Gates and Waverly 
avenues imploring, “Mis-
ter, it was just a cigarette, 
sir,” as the police offi cer 
who arrested him for disor-
derly conduct jeers, “Do you 
wanna get f----- up?” The al-
leged blow is obscured in the 
video, but a friend is heard 
yelling, “You knocked him 
out,” after the Finest ap-
pears to strike Hamer in 
the face with his left hand. 
The youth complained of 
blurred vision, a headache, 
and being unable to prop-
erly move his left arm, hos-
pital records showed. 

November
Ferguson to Bklyn: 

Demonstrators, including 
moms with young chil-
dren,  stormed the Man-
hattan Bridge  to condemn 
a grand jury’s decision not 
to indict Officer Darren 
Wilson for fatally shoot-
ing unarmed black teen 
Michael Brown in Fergu-

son, Missouri. Around 
1,000 rallyers crossed 
into Brooklyn chanting 
“Hands up! Don’t shoot!” 
and made their way to the 
Barclays Center and sur-
rounding areas, accom-
panied by cops who had 
their batons drawn, but 
did not quell the demon-
stration.

Fare increase: Planned 
toll hikes tarnished the Ver-
razano-Narrows Bridge’s 
golden anniversary cele-
bration, as ticked-off pols 
spurned the shindig and 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority bosses took 
credit for the iconic span’s 
50-year reign, days after an-
nouncing plans for  sweep-
ing increases  to plug their 
multi-billion-dollar budget 
gap. The transit board will 
vote in the New Year on the 
proposals, which include 
an extra 42 cents for cars 
using E-ZPass, a possible 
additional buck for cash 
commuters, and higher 
tolls for large trucks. 

December
Drone strike: When a 

 TGIFridays “mobile mistle-
toe” drone hit Courier pho-
tographer Georgine Benv-
enuto in the face , it became 
an international sensation, 
and the most popular story 
in history for Brooklyn-
Daily.com. The incident oc-
curred at the Sheepshead 
Bay TGIFridays in the fl y-
ing kiss-copters’ New York 
City debut.

Police assassinated: A 
gunman murdered NYPD 
offi cers Rafael Ramos and 
Wenjian Liu as they sat in 
their patrol car in Bedford-
Stuyvesant in what Police 
Commissioner Bratton 
called an “assassination.” 
The culprit later turned the 
gun on himself.

Countdown in Coney: 
Borough President Ad-
ams kicked off a fresh New 
Year’s Eve tradition by 
hosting  a countdown event 
in Coney Island centered on 
the neighborhood’s iconic 
Parachute Jump . 

REVIEW
Continued from page 3

RIDE THE LIGHTNING: (Left) Joey Chestnut and new fi ancee Neslie Ricasa celebrate the beginning of 
their next great adventure in July. (Top right) A banner implores for people to respect life following 
the murder of two police offi cers in Bedford-Stuyvesant in December. (Above right) A white fl ag fl ies 
over the Brooklyn Bridge following a nighttime switcheroo in July.  File photos by Paul Martinka
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After the fi rst fi st fl ies, sev-
eral groups of teens began 
brawling on the fl oor while 
a few of their peers fi lm 
the fi ght. Within seconds, 
the outnumbered secu-
rity guards sprinted from 
group to group, attempting 
to break up the battles that 
left a pair of glasses and ar-
ticles of clothes strewn on 
the fl oor.

A spokesman for Kings 
Plaza said the mall tries to 
maintain order at all times, 
and added that the mall’s se-
curity team moved swiftly 
to defuse the situation.  

 “Please note that we 
strive to provide an enjoy-
able and safe shopping en-
vironment for our guests 
and employees at all times 
at Kings Plaza,” said Steve 
DeClara, the property man-
ager of the shopping center. 
“There was an incident re-
garding teenagers that was 
effectively dealt with by our 
security and local police.”

This incident is just the 
latest example of mall mad-
ness.

Last February,  another 

large-scale disturbance 
forced some stores to close 
their security gates  in the 
middle of the day. Just two 
months ago, at least four  se-
curity guards were caught 
on tape tussling with a 
high school freshman at the 
plaza . The high school stu-
dent was later arrested for 
assault and a slew of other 
charges for allegedly start-
ing the scene. 

DeClara said the mall 
has strict rules and all vis-

itors must comply while 
they are inside the facility. 

“It is important to note 
that Kings Plaza is private 
property and we have clear 
Code of Conduct that is ef-
fect at all times, for all peo-
ple, visiting the center,” he 
said. 

The 63rd precinct did 
not respond to multiple re-
quests for comment about 
whether any of the teenag-
ers involved in the incident 
were arrested. 

BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local Doctor Treats Herniated And Bulging Discs, 

Sciatica, And Serious Low Back Pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 back 

surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons perform at least 

100,000 operations for lumbar disc disease alone, and ortho-

pedic surgeons perform a similar number. It is estimated that 

between 20% and 40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country are racing to 

acquire and get trained to operate the DRX9000TM…an FDA 

approved device that is saving thousands of Americans suffer-

ing from chronic back pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back pain without 

surgery explains how the DRX9000TM works... “Over 10 years 

ago, NASA began to notice an unexpected result of space 

travel - Astronauts that left with back pain would come back 

without it. After investigated this now phenomenon here’s 

what they found: During the anti-gravity state of the mission 

there were decompressive forces on the intervertebral discs 

and back pain was relieved. How? When you travel through 

space, the effects of gravity are removed and you are in a 

weightless state. All the pressure is taken off your spine and 

discs. Even better - and this is the key - a negative pressure 

is created. This negative pressure actually sucks the herniated 

material back into the disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to 

the DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally have a non-

surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has documented suc-

cess with are back pain, sciatica, herniated and/or bulging 

discs (single or multiple), degenerative disc disease, facet 

syndromes and a relapse or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new FDA approved 

solution to back pain or to set up an appointment for a free 

consultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 718-234-6207 or visit 

Brooklyn Spine Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 

11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Relieves Back Pain

DRX9000TM

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry
Diamonds
Antiques

Gold
Coins
Sterling Silver

Platinum
Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am
Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK
RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 
ORDERS FOR 
Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend 
$50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 
Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 
Spend $300 
& get $60 off
Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.

MALL
Continued from page 1

MAULED AT THE MALL: Video shows security guards at Kings Pla-
za Shopping Center trying to break up a brawl that fl ared among 
local teens at the Marine Park mall on Dec. 26 — exactly one year 
after the infamous 2013 post-Christmas “mall brawl” shocked the 
neighborhood.
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
The Downtown station house 
that lost two officers to a de-
ranged gunman in Bedford-
Stuyvesant on Dec. 20 will get a 
memorial wall inside commem-
orating their lives, care of its 
community council.

“We want to do something 
permanent for these guys,” 
said Leslie Lewis, 25-year 
president of the 84th Precinct 
Community Council. “We are 
going to honor these guys for-
ever.”

Officers Rafael Ramos and 
Wenjian Liu were shot dead 
by Ismaaiyl Brinsley as they 
sat in their squad car at Myr-
tle and Tompkins avenues that 
Saturday afternoon, cops said. 
Brinsley then ran into the Myr-
tle–Willoughby G station with 
officers in pursuit and shot 
himself in the head on the plat-
form, according to the authori-
ties.

In the days since, f lowers 

and candles have piled up out 
in front of the Gold Street sta-
tion house and officers and ci-
vilians have poured in to pay 
their respect. Inside, donations 
of coffee, donuts, and hot food 
are accumulating alongside 
f lower arrangements.

The precinct’s command-
ing officer Capt. Sergio Centa 
tweeted his thanks last Sun-
day.

“The Men and Women of the 
84 Precinct thank everyone 
for their thoughts and prayers 
during this extremely difficult 
time,” he wrote.

Lewis said the murdered of-
ficers’ colleagues miss them 
terribly.

“It ’s tragic. They real ly 
were good g uys,” Lewis said. 
“They are wel l thought of by 
the g uys in the precinct . Ev-
eryone has nice things to 
say about them. A nd what 
more can you want in li fe 
than for people to speak wel l 

of you?”
Mayor DeBlasio held a mo-

ment of silence at City Hall 
and one at a memorial near 
the murder scene last Tuesday 
and some of Manhattan’s most 
iconic buildings dimmed their 
lights in remembrance that 
evening. 

Police Commissioner Bill 
Bratton issued a statement 
praising the sacrifices of 
the two officers, and f lags 
throughout the city contin-
ued to be f lown at half-staff 
through Christmas, per Brat-
ton .

The 84th Precinct last lost 
an officer in 2011, when a do-
mestic abuser pushed Officer 
Alain Schaberger to his death 
over the railing of a Boerum 
Hill stoop. 

A viewing for Liu will be 
held at Aievoli Funeral Home in 
Bensonhurst on Jan. 3 from 1 to 
9 pm. The funeral will be Jan. 4 
at 10 am. 

Fallen offi cers to be honored with memorial wall
REMEMBERED

NOT FORGOTTEN: The 84th Precinct station house is getting an outpouring of 
support following the murders of two of its offi cers in Bedford-Stuyvesant. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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The smell test
Sure, Brooklyn is home 

to two federal Superfund 
sites, deeply polluted wa-
terways that, in the case 
of the Gowanus Canal, 
fl ood with sewage when it 
rains, and Newtown Creek, 
neighbor a massive sew-
age treatment plant. But 
the convention isn’t near 
either of those places. The 
entire region around Co-
lumbus, on the other hand, 
recently got blanketed with 
a noxious smell that a local 

described “like sewage or 
landfi ll gas,” “kind of sew-
age, rotten eggs.” The cul-
prit was a ventilation snafu 
at a paper plant 50 miles 
away, and who’s to say a re-
peat won’t strike on the de-
cisive morning of the con-
fetti drop? Nothing sours 
that big-donation impulse 
like rotten-egg smell.

Trust issues
Okay, so Barclays Cen-

ter  sprang a leak a couple 
of weeks ago . We admit it. 
That was a problem. But 
what’s the old saying? You 
can’t install a green roof 
without causing a few game 

delays? In any case, the soc-
cer stadium in Columbus 
had even bigger problems 
earlier this year when  the 
scoreboard at Crew Sta-
dium, home to the Colum-
bus Crew, caught fi re back 
in April . We acknowledge 
that Columbus is pitch-
ing its hockey arena as the 
center of the convention 
festivities, not the defec-
tive stadium, but with lo-
cal maintenance crews like 
that, a political club can 
never be too careful.

In summation
Brooklyn rules. Colum-

bus drools.

Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

1111  AVE U • BROOKLYN

718.645.4501  x12

Featuring the complete line
of designer dresses by:

Joan Calabrese for Mon Cheri

& US Angels

Exclusive designs for Lester’s by:

Christie Helene

Accessories by:

Adriana, Christie Helene, Anja’s 

Dream and Nan & Jan

BOYS SUITS

by Andrew Marc

SHIRTS by DKNY & Michael Kors

FREE GIFT
with Communion purchase

LESTER’S COMMUNION TRUNK SHOW
Saturday, January 10 & Sunday, January 11
Saturday, January 17 & Sunday, January 18

Hours: Saturday 10am-6pm / Sunday 12pm-6pm

BROOKLYN
ONLY

Continued from page 4 
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ment.
The move is a dramatic 

about-face for the former 
Marine and Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation agent, 
who defi antly vowed to re-
main in offi ce on the day of 
his felony plea.

Grimm, who also repre-
sents bucolic Staten Island, 
faced possible expulsion 
from Congress, and a post-
plea meeting with House 
Speaker John Boehner con-
vinced him that his felony 
charge and potential jail 
time would hamstring him 
in Washington, according 
to a New York Daily News 
report. A congressional 
rule would have stripped 
him of his ability to vote on 
the House fl oor.

“I do not believe that I 
can continue to be 100 per-
cent effective in the next 
Congress, and therefore, 
out of respect for the offi ce 
and the people I so proudly 
represent, it is time for me 
to start the next chapter of 
my life,” Grimm said in the 
statement.

Grimm had been a ris-
ing star in the Republican 
Party, elected in 2010 with 
no political experience 
amid a nationwide wave 
of Republican gains. He 
was reelected in Novem-
ber despite the looming in-
dictment, trouncing  gaffe-
prone former Brooklyn 
councilman Domenic Rec-
chia . He ultimately pleaded 
guilty to fi ling a fraudulent 
2009 tax return for Healtha-

licious, the Manhattan 
health-food restaurant he 
owned. His plea deal also 
acknowledged that inves-
tigators had evidence to 
prove that he dodged a tax 
bill of between $50,000 and 
$200,000 and perjured him-
self during a 2013 civil de-
position, according to pros-
ecutor Loretta Lynch. 

“In addition to pleading 
guilty to causing the fi ling of 
a false tax return for his res-
taurant, Grimm has signed 
a statement admitting to the 
conduct underlying every 
charge fi led against him,” 
Lynch said in a Dec. 23 state-
ment.

Lynch is President 
Obama’s pick to replace 
Attorney General Eric 
Holder.

Grimm’s sentencing is 
set for June 8, 2015. He faces 
as many as three years in 

prison and a maximum 
fi ne of $100,000.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
could call a special election 
to fi ll Grimm’s vacant seat. 
The governor’s offi ce did 
not respond to a request for 
comment.

Staten Island’s top pros-
ecutor expressed interest 
in Grimm’s seat on Tues-
day morning.

“I am deeply fl attered 
by the enthusiastic expres-
sions of support I have 
received over the last 12 
hours, and I am very seri-
ously considering the race,” 
said Richmond County Dis-
trict Attorney Dan Dono-
van. “I will make an an-
nouncement after the due 
deliberation such an im-
portant decision deserves.”

Donovan would be a con-
tentious choice because he 
recently failed to secure an 
indictment against Offi cer 
Daniel Panteleo for killing 
Gowanus native Eric Gar-
ner by choking him and 
holding him face-down 
when Garner objected to 
being stopped. Donovan 
faced criticism for not pur-
suing a reckless endan-
germent charge in Gar-
ner’s death, and the grand 
jury’s non-indictment on 
more serious charges of 
manslaughter and crimi-
nally negligent homicide 
sparked weeks of protests 
citywide. Though Dono-
van has not announced his 
candidacy, he has already 
secured the endorsement 
of the Captain’s Endow-
ment Association police 
union, Buzzfeed News  re-
ported . 

Continued from page 1 

GRIMM

GOING, GOING, GONE: Rep. 
Michael Grimm reversed course 
on Dec. 29 and decided to re-
sign from Congress in the wake 
of his guilty plea on charges of 
tax evasion. 
 File photo by Dan MacLeod

 Courier Life Classifieds call (718) 260—2555
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evating only the vital sys-
tems such as wiring and 
heating above fl ood levels, 
raising the entire house up 
on stilts, or rebuilding the 
home entirely at the higher 
elevation. 

Typically homeowners 
who suffered only mini-
mum damage from Sandy 
go with the fi rst option, and 
houses with substantial 
damage are recommended 
to be razed and rebuilt.

One local said the de-
layed process has led her 
neighbors to stop even ex-
pecting for their homes to 
be elevated or rebuilt.

“A lot of my neighbors 
are giving up and they’re 
living the way they are,” 
said Jennifer Fridstrom, 
who added that many of her 
neighbors have deserted 
their properties. “We have 

abandoned houses that 
have been boarded up since 
the hurricane.”

Fridstrom — who se-
lected the rebuilding path-
way in August — said she 
hasn’t been contacted by 
the program and she said 
that’s a common experi-
ence in her neighborhood.

“We’re the ones that 
need to be elevated the 
most, and I feel that we’re 
the ones who are being 
giving the runaround the 
most,” she said. “I was 
told I’d be called back in a 
month.”

A representative for 
Build It Back said the orga-
nization is trying to build 
up the neighborhood cohe-
sively.

“We do need to look at 
some of this stuff at a neigh-
borhood perspective,” said 
Amy Peterson, the direc-
tor of the Mayor’s Offi ce of 
Housing Recovery. “When 
we started looking at this — 

even Sheepshead Bay, espe-
cially — the courts is some-
thing we’d knew would be a 
focus of this.”

But she said the organi-
zation has helped a major-
ity of the area.

“Over half the people in 
Sheepshead Bay have had 
offers for rebuild, elevate, 
et cetera,” said Peterson.

City data show that 
there has been progress in 
Sheepshead Bay:

 • 406 applications have 
been fi led.

• 226 residents have at-
tended the option review 
meeting.

• 69 residents have had 
design consultations.

• 61 residents have re-
ceived reimbursement 
checks, which equals a to-
tal neighborhood sum of 
about $1.3 million dollars.

• 29 constructions be-
gan.

• Four houses have been 
completed.

Continued from page 1 

BUILD

them, get off the train, visit 
us in Gowanus, and see our 
parks and stores.”

The playground has 
been closed since 2009, ac-
cording to a transit spokes-
man, before work began on 
the Culver Viaduct, accord-
ing to Community Board 
6’s district manager. It had 
to be fenced off because 
the crumbling track sup-
port structure was sending 
chunks of concrete falling 
onto the play equipment, 
the district manager said. 
The lot is currently being 
used for the ongoing resto-
ration work on the viaduct 
and Basile’s group has not 
yet reached out, the transit 
spokesman said.  

The sign, a longtime fi x-
ture of the Brooklyn sky-
line, visible from the ele-
vated tracks and from the 
Gowanus Expressway, was 
 dismantled at the direction 
of Ely Cohen, owner of the 
building it sat atop, despite 
howls of protest from pres-
ervationists, neighbors, 
and local pols . The outcry 
prompted Cohen to  pre-
serve the letters as workers 
took them down, then hand 
them over to the Alliance .

The iconic typography 
has been hidden in a ware-
house ever since, as the 
group has plotted its come-

back. Work can’t offi cially 
begin until Cohen fi les pa-
perwork to list them as a 
charitable donation, Basile 
said, but that should come 
soon.

The Gowanus Alliance 
will convene three com-
mittees to work on the 
sign’s restoration, includ-
ing one to work on fund-
raising, one to actually re-
store the letters, and one to 
nail down a fi nal resting 
place, he said. The restora-
tion will be a Gowanus af-
fair, Basile added.

“Everything must be 
done in Gowanus, by a 
Gowanus professional or 
a resident of the neighbor-
hood,” he said.

The letters are in rough 
shape, and will require 
some metal work to be 
brought back to life, but 

Basile said he is not inter-
ested in making the sign 
look good as new.

“The scars and dings 
and physical wear all tell a 
story,” he said. “We think 
that’s valuable in itself.”

One letter, the K, made 
an appearance at the Gow-
anus Alliance holiday 
party on Dec. 19, to the de-
light of attendees, Basile 
said. The 90-degree tilt of 
the top and bottom serifs 
on the right side of the let-
ter caused alarm in our art 
department and comments 
section, but Basile assured 
us that the letters are made 
up of movable segments and 
will be rebuilt in their origi-
nal shape when they have a 
permanent resting place. 

The sign commemo-
rates a long-closed asbes-
tos-tile plant.

Continued from page 1 

KENTILE

SPECIAL K: Paul Basile, right, and a Gowanus Alliance member 
pose in front of the Kentile Floors sign “K” at the group’s holiday 
party.  Photo by Jason Speakman
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The A-Team in Diagnostic Imaging

Call (718) 931-5620 or visit www.udmi.net  

University Diagnostic Medical Imaging is your one-stop source for full-service diagnostic radiology. Based in the 
Bronx for more than 25 years, we’re owned and operated by professional radiologists who work collaboratively 
with physicians to achieve the best outcome for their patients. Our reputation for patient care is unmatched. 
Conveniently located at the Hutchinson Metro Center, we’re easily accessible to all major highways and public 
transportation. And we offer FREE parking!   
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