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BY MAX JAEGER
Bay Ridge is bidding “farvel” 
to a neighborhood institution.

Nordic Delicacies will close 
on Jan. 31 after nearly 30 years  
of serving Scandinavian spe-
cialties on Third Avenue. The 
store is closing due to a lack of 
business, said one of the own-
ers, but locals were quick to 
send condolences.

“I feel like it’s a funeral 
— I’ve been getting a lot of 
calls and messages,” said life-
long Ridgite Arlene Rutuelo, 
who runs the store with her 
mother Helene Bakke. “It’s bit-
ter-sweet. You wish you could 
go on forever, but I think it’s 
time.”

The area was once home 
to tens of thousands of Nords, 
Rutuelo said. But a scant 1,716 
Scandinavians lived in the 
neighborhood in 2013, accord-
ing to census fi gures. Chang-
ing demographics mean fewer 
shoppers looking for Scandi-
navian specialty items, Rutu-
elo said.

“The community has dwin-
dled,” she said. “It’s been a  
struggle over the last couple 
years.”

Rutuelo, who  heads the 
Norwegian Independence Day 
Parade committee and sits 
on the Norwegian Christian 
Home’s board of directors , 
said she will remain active in 
both organizations. 

The neighborhood’s Scan-
dinavian population may be 
too small to support a spe-
cialty food store, but the an-
nual heritage parade will 
march on, she said.

“The parade will continue 
— it’s just not enough to sus-
tain a business any longer,” 
Rutuelo said. 

A neighbor who stopped by 
the deli to take one last photo 
said the restaurant was a local 

BY MAX JAEGER
Three Brooklyn politicians 
are eyeing the congressional 
seat left vacant by tax cheat 
Michael Grimm, who stepped 
down on Jan. 5 after pleading 
guilty to felony tax evasion. 

Assemblywoman Nicole 
Malliotakis (R–Bay Ridge), 
Assemblyman Bill Colton (D–
Bensonhurst), and Council-
man Vincent Gentile (D–Bay 
Ridge) are exploring running 
in the special election to rep-
resent New York’s 11th Con-
gressional District. 

The fi eld is becoming in-
creasingly crowded — the trio 
joins Assemblyman Michael 
Cusick (D–Staten Island), for-
mer Democratic congress-
man Michael McMahon, and 
Republican Staten Island Dis-
trict Attorney Dan Donovan 
as potential contenders.

Kings and Richmond 
county party leaders will se-
lect their candidates for the 
special election that would fi ll 
Grimm’s vacant seat.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo has 
not announced when the elec-
tion will take place.  Conser-
vative Party chairman Mike 
Long told radio host and may-
oral also-ran John Catsima-

Ridge pols 
scramble for 
Grimm’s seat

Continued on page 13Continued on page 13
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CANDIDATE 
CAVALCADE

Old-school 
Nordic deli 

to close

Coney Island historian Charles Denson and Amanda Deutch warm up at Boardwalk restaurant Tom’s 
of Coney Island before the Parachute Jump’s New Year’s Eve light show. Denson said he usually 
spends New Year’s in California, but came to Coney Island in the depths of winter for the celebration. 
For more on the fun, see page 2. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Ringing in 2015 at Coney Island
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New Year’s Eve
The Borough President re-

ally delivered on this one. The 
event was a free, all-ages fete 
that stimulated local business 
and local pride. 

The head count in Steeple-
chase Plaza reached about 
3,000, an Offi ce of Emergency 
Management worker told me. 
Tom’s of Coney Island, Na-
than’s Famous, Peggy O’Neill’s, 
and, yes, Dunkin’ Donuts over-
fl owed with people at a time 
the amusement district would 
normally be a ghost town. 

In lieu of bubbly, the crowd 
fi lled up on Brooklyn pride — 
it was a treat watching a usu-
ally restrained Councilman 
Mark Treyger (D–Sheepshead 
Bay) whip up the crowd with 
a frenzied “Brooklyn” chant 
while speakers blared Jay Z’s 
“Empire State of Mind.” 

A DJ kept people dancing 
— and acted as a de facto em-
cee, because Adams was shut-
tling between New Year’s Eve 
engagements. 

People seemed to like what 
the DJ was laying down, but 
a guy pushing play on a Mac-
Book doesn’t cut it for me. 
Treyger said there should be 
more live entertainment from 
locals, and I couldn’t agree 
more. The plan for next year is 
to select live local acts through 
a battle-of-the-bands competi-
tion.

Of course, there were some 
drawbacks to partying at mid-
night in the middle of winter 
outside on the waterfront. For 
one, it was insanely cold. How 
about some propane heaters 
next time?

Then there were libation 
considerations. Tom’s was the 

only Boardwalk eatery open 
that evening, and Surf Ave-
nue’s Peggy O’Neill’s levied a 
$10 cover, forcing thirsty revel-
ers further afi eld for a fl ute of 
New Year’s cheer. 

The biggest hiccup I saw 
was with the Parachute Jump’s 
light display — the side fac-
ing the crowded plaza failed 
to light up with “2015” at the 
decisive moment when the 

BY MAX JAEGER
Could Coney Island become a New Year’s vacation des-
tination? 

Brooklynites rang in 2015 on the Boardwalk on Dec. 31 
at a New Year’s Eve countdown party centered around 
the Parachute Jump. Borough President Adams prom-
ised that the inaugural bash would be a new annual 
tradition for Coney Island, and an aide suggested that 
the event could eventually draw tourists to sleep over in 
Sodom by the Sea.
“You could see people, in future years, coming here for 
New Year’s Eve, and staying the night for the polar 
plunge on New Year’s Day,” Borough Hall communica-
tions director Stefan Ringel said.
The idea of Coney Island as a year-round tourist des-
tination really captured our newsroom’s imagina-
tion, so we put the hypothesis to the test by sending 
adventure correspondent Max Jaeger on an overnight 
trip to experience the festivities and soak up some lo-
cal culture. 
The fi rst stop was the New Year’s Eve countdown on 
the Boardwalk, then a stay at a nearby by-the-hour-
hotel — the only available accommodations — and on 
New Year’s Day, in a feat of truly immersive report-
ing, our Florida-born reporter delved into the frigid 
North Atlantic as part of the Polar Bear Club’s an-
nual plunge.
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P’Sloper makes art 
from old playthings

Artist Shu Ohno’s lifesize sculpture “Doodle #1403” at P339 gal-
lery in Williamsburg.  Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Toys 
art us

We rang in 2015 in Coney Island to test it as a tourist destination
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NEW YEAR’S 

OFF TO A BUMPY START: (Above) 
Victor Cherichetti and Crystal 
Arocho share a kiss at the stroke 
of midnight at Coney Island’s Stee-
plechase Plaza during the People’s 
Playground’s New Yea’rs celebra-
tion. (Right) The Parachute Jump 
provided a countdown light show 
in lieu of a dropping ball, but it had 
a glitch at the decisive moment.  
 Photos by Steve Solomonson
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countdown fi nished, stalling 
at “2,” and skipping to a col-
ored pattern instead. The post-
countdown fi reworks display 
also started a few seconds too 
early. But the real magic was 
bringing thousands of people 
together on the Boardwalk in 
20-degree weather for a party.

If Adams keeps chipping 
away at this block of marble, 
he’ll have a real work of art in 
a few years.

The stay
After the festivities, my 

lovely assistant Elana and I 
took a cab to the closest ho-
tel — the Harbor Motor Inn, 
1.5 miles from the Parachute 
Jump on Shore Parkway and 
24th Avenue. It was 12:30 am, 
and buses and trains were 
running on a Sunday sched-
ule, so rides off of the penin-
sula were at a premium. We 
hailed a green cab on Stillwell 
Avenue. The driver told us his 
meter was broken and the ride 
would be $20. He dropped it to 
$15 when I asked if the Taxi 
and Limousine Commission 
knew his meter was broken 
and pretended to jot down his 
cab number. Price-gouging is 
a New Year’s tradition, and a 
boost to public transit would 
go a long way towards making 
New Year’s Eve in far-fl ung 
Coney Island a popular desti-
nation.

At the motel, the front 
desk informed us there were 

no overnight rooms available 
on New Year’s, so we booked 
a four-hour one — otherwise 
know as a hot-sheet suite.

Let’s talk amenities, be-
cause the Harbor Motor Inn 
was lousy with them. First, 
the sheets in our non-smok-
ing suite were so hot they had 
burn holes — no kidding, burn 
holes! The bed had clearly seen 
a lot of action. Like an old base-
ball glove, it was wieldy and 
responsive, but had that sag in 
the middle that can only come 
from lots of wear. 

A large window treated us 
to a majestic view of Stop & 
Stor’s corrugated metal wall. 
But the breathtaking vista 
went largely unnoticed, as our 
eyes were glued to the fabulous 
in-room TV, which piped out 

round-the-clock, uncensored, 
close-ups of adult situations 
— on channel 69, of course. We 
both slept surprisingly well, 
apart from a 5 am call from the 
concierge informing me that I 
needed to pay for another four 
hours or else hit the bricks.

If the Beep wants to lure 
tourists to Coney Island for 
more than a day, the novelty 
glasses crowd will defi nitely 
need somewhere else to stay. 
Some are speculating  a hotel 
may be in the People’s Play-
ground’s future . 

The Beep said he is looking 
to Airbnb to house travelers 
and help locals pay their bills, 
which won’t sit well with hote-
liers elsewhere in the borough, 
but is likely a step up from 
where I spent the night.

New Year’s Day
The next day, I was contrac-

tually bound to jump headlong 
into the frigid Atlantic Ocean 
for that 112-year-old Brooklyn 
tradition, the Coney Island Po-
lar Bear Club’s annual New 
Year’s plunge.

My lovely assistant and I 
had some time to kill between 
our 9 am motel checkout and 
the 1 pm affront to good sense 
on the beach. Lucky for us, 
there was plenty of local shop-
ping right outside our front 
door at Ceasar’s Bay, the big-
box mecca of Bensonhurst, 
boasting a Kohl’s, a Best Buy, 
and a Toys ’R’ Us. 

A Best Buy employee named 
Joe told me the store doesn’t 
see a lot of tourists, save the oc-
casional road-tripper in search 

of a phone charger. Perhaps 
the zinc-nosed droves will ar-
rive one day, but for now, New 
Year’s Day was quiet.

Next, it was back to the 
Boardwalk for a traditional 
pre-plunge breakfast at Tom’s 
of Coney Island.

A health nut named Ber-
narr Macfadden started the 
Coney Island Polar Bear Club 
in 1903, believing the frigid 
shock of mid-winter bathing 
conferred health benefi ts, club 
vice president Robbie Bailey 
told me. Given that, it seemed 
a bit odd that registration for 
the Polar Plunge consisted 
mainly of signing an indem-
nity waiver. If Macfadden was 
right, I was about to align my 
humors and boost my vital-
ity with a mere 10-second dip, 
hopefully without that pesky 
side effect, hypothermia.

The term “polar plunge” 
is a non-sequitur in Florida, 
where I’m from, since the 
weather rarely dips below 80 
degrees. I did take part in a 
New Year’s plunge once — but 
it was in Key West, and I broke 
a sweat walking back to my 
beach towel. So with the water 
temperature in Coney Island 
hovering around 35 degrees, I 
was a bit nervous.

As 1 pm approached, I 
armored myself in my peo-
ple’s native garb: fl oral print 
trunks, a smearing of tanning 
oil, and the tackiest hat I could 
fi nd. Then the moment came. I 
assembled with the hundreds 
of other bathers in my heat. 
My fellow plungers steeled 
their nerves, humming battle 
hymns for strength. I whis-
tled my own paean — “Cheese-
burger in Paradise” and 
started trotting to the surf.

NEWEST PARTY

COLD-WATER FLAT: Most people went all-in on Jan. 1, splashing and playing in the surf despite freezing temperatures. Photo by Paul Martinka

Continued on page 4

Thrills and actual chills on Coney Island
Adventure corespondent Max Jaeger is no stranger to winter-time swimming, having already 
braved a New Year’s Day swim — in Florida. The reporter recently took a dip with the Coney 
Island Polar Bear club to see how it compares to a dunk in the Sunshine State.

KEY WEST LOCATION CONEY ISLAND

85 degrees TEMPERATURE  28 degrees

75 degrees WATER TEMPERATURE  33 degrees

More than two hours TIME IN WATER  30 seconds

Pervasive PREVALENCE OF SPEEDOS  Anemic

None EFFECT ON PRIVATE PARTS  Massive shrinkage

Rum Runners at Sloppy 
Joe’s

POST-PLUNGE TRADITION  Coney Island Lager at 
Peggy O’Neill’s

Hemmingway’s nearby 
home features giant pri-
vate swimming pool  

FUN FACT Homeless free to 
swim in waters off the 
Riegelmann Boardwalk
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MR. VACUUM COUPON

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER

$1495
+ PARTS
+ TAX

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 11/30/14

REPAIR ANY VACUUM 
OR SEWING MACHINE

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!
On ALL Air Conditioners & Major Appliances

56/7 DENTAL
5610 7th Avenue, Brooklyn NY 11220

We provide all phases of dentistry 

only 8 hours
7 days

PRICES ARE VERY REASONABLE
Make an appointment today!

718-436-1339
Walk-ins welcome. OPEN 7 DAYS
Credit cards & most insurances accepted

$95
MEMBERSHIP

$75
Exam

X-Rays
1x Prophylaxis 

Fluoride Treatment 

KIDS SPECIAL

Students $5
Traveling To Any 

Local School
(ALL YEAR LONG)

$5
ALL LOCAL

CALLS
(ALL YEAR LONG)

EARLY BIRD
SPECIAL $27
To Downtown NYC
From 7am To 10am

(EZ PASS INCLUDED)

JFK $35 LGA $30
Newark $45
          +Tolls
(LIMITED TIME OFFER)

CAR SERVICE
Base L # B02738

718-238-0404
WE GO ANYWHERE!

www.explorercarservicevip.com

24 HRS
Like Our Service?

Download Our Free App
at MY TAXI RIDE

Explorer Car Service
6809 3rd Avenue

Bathers who had al-
ready made it to the water 
were laughing and splash-
ing in the icy brine. 

Hearing them in front 
of me, my salty dread 
mixed with crystal-clear 
joy. Is this what it’s like to 
pass into the afterlife? 

My spiritual musing 
ended the instant I hit the 
water.

It didn’t really hurt — 
it was more of a sensory 
overload. 

Everything but my liz-
ard brain froze. “Get out 
as fast as possible” be-
came the overriding im-
pulse. 

But in a triumph of hu-
man folly over survival 
instinct, I waded in waist-
deep and submerged my-
self in the frigid sea. 

It was painless and ex-
hilarating, and anyone 
on the fence should abso-
lutely do it.

As we beat a hasty 
retreat toward our re-
spective changing rooms 
packed with shivering, 
bare-bottomed Brook-
lynites, my lovely assis-
tant shouted to me:

“We should make 
this a tradition!”

Continued from page 4 

CONEY

AMPED: (Top) The fi rst wave of bathers rush toward the 
nearly freezing Atlantic Ocean for the Jan. 1, 2015 Polar Bear 
Plunge in Coney Island. (Above) Sideshow performer Ray Va-
lenz breathes fi re for revelers’ entertainment on Dec. 31. 
 Photos by Paul Martinka (Top) and Steve Solomonson (Above)
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KARP KIA

per mo.

24
mo. lease
$3,699 Due at

inception. Tax title

& MV fees add'l.

$109
†

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, and More! Stk#K49092

BRAND NEW
2015 KIASORENTO LX

BRAND NEW 2015 KIA

OPTIMA LX

PER MO./24 MO. LEASE
$3,739 due at inception.

Tax, title & MV fees add’l.  

$149
†

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, and More! Stk#K42975

BRAND NEW
2015 KIAK900

PER MO./30 MO. LEASE
$4,129 due at inception.

Tax, title & MV fees add’l. 

$539
†

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, and More! Stk#K43294

BRAND NEW
2015 KIAFORTE LX4 Door

Sedan

PER MO./36 MO. LEASE
$3,679 due at inception.

Tax, title & MV fees add’l.  

$89
†

ONLY 
3 LEFT 
AT THIS PRICE!

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L and More ! Stk#K43181

372 SUNRISE HWY, ROCKVILLE CENTRE   888-864-5029 • GetKiasForLess.com
SALES: Mon-Thur 9-9, Fri 9-7, Sat 9-5, Sun 9-5                                                          SERVICE : Mon-Thur 7-9 Fri 7-7, Sat 7:30-5WE HONOR ALL COMPETITOR

DEALER SERVICE COUPONS

OPEN SUNDAY
9AM-5PM FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE! 

DOWN
AVAILABLE!

†Payments include all costs to consumer except tax, title & MV fees which are add’l and due at inception. Closed end lease subject to credit approval. Due at inception includes: $2,995 down payment, $595 bank
fee, 1st month’s payment & $0 security depost. TP/PO: $2,626/$13,539 (Optima), 35766/$15,019 (Sorento), $2136/$10,574 (Forte),$16170/$39,176 (K900). Leases are $0.20/mile over 12K mi/yr, (K900 is
$0.20/mi over 10K mi/yr). Lessee responsible for excess wear/tear/maint/repair. Photos for illustrative purposes only. Dealer not responsible for typographical errors. Offers expire 1/4/15.

HONESTY & INTEGRITY
Never any phony fees or false "add ons" Bring us any ad

and we'll help you separate "fact from fiction"
100%

APPROVAL!

BAD CREDIT, SO WHAT!OUR
GOAL

IS
If You Have A Current Pay Stub
And A Steady Job, You Can Qualify,
Regardless Of Past Credit History.

*Warranty is a 
limited powertrain 
warranty. For details,
see retailer or go to
kia.com.

KARP IS
AMAZING!

Just 15 Minutes
from Bayridge!

No Tolls! 

$0
72mos.

AVAILABLE!

COLLEGE GRAD
FIRST-TIME
BUYER REBATES
AVAILABLE!

0%APR
FINANCING

$400

UP
TO
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Pratt Institute’s chief engineer blew off 
some steam for the last time on New 
Year’s Eve.

Conrad Milster has been tooting 
in the new year with his collection of 
antique steam whistles since 1965, but 
the devices have gone silent after one 
last blowout to usher in 2015. The long-
standing ritual grew out of Brooklyn 
pride, Milster explained.

“The attitude was, ‘Screw Times 
Square,’ ” he said. “We have our own 
tradition, our own thing.”

Bigwigs at the art and architecture 
school said they ended the festivities 
because they do not have enough staff 
while the campus is closed for the holi-
days. A school spokeswoman said that 
the crowds coming to see the whis-
tles blow have grown in recent years 
and that administrators and Milster 
agreed at the beginning of 2014 that 
this would be the last year. In late 2013, 
Pratt offi cials told the New York Times 
they were discontinuing the event  for 
safety and insurance reasons .

The fi rst whistle of Milster’s collec-
tion came from a Lackawanna Railroad 
locomotive. He found it shortly after tak-
ing the reins as chief engineer, which 
put him in charge of the campus’s heat-
ing system and engine room. Wanting to 
hear the sound for himself, he rigged the 
device to a steam-pipe in one of the build-
ings, gathered a half-dozen friends, and 
let ’er rip to mark the beginning of 1966, 
and of an enduring habit.

He started collecting the whistles, 
eventually acquiring 15 of different 
shapes, sizes, and pitches. The deepest-
sounding one is fi ve feet long, and the 
heaviest weighs 600 pounds, he said.

“It was like a hobby,” Milster said. 
“The more you got into it the more you 
learned about them.”

At the start of the new millennium, 
Milster rigged up a calliope, the in-
strument favored by steamboat op-
erators, which connects an array of 
steam-whistles to a keyboard.

He brought the calliope and nine 
whistles to the fi nal celebration, and 
said he is sad to permanently shelve 
them.

“It’s very nostalgic and a little 
heartbreaking,” he said.

Part of the grief stems from the role 
Milster’s wife used to play in the pro-
cess. Phyllis Milster worked for Pratt 
from the late 1960s until 2004 and lived 
with him in a house on campus. She 
always had the most important job on 
New Year’s, he said.

“My wife was as much a part of this 
as anyone else,” Milster said. “She was 
in charge of the main steam valve. No 
one else was allowed near it.”

Phyllis Milster died in 2011, and to 
honor her memory, Conrad created a 
scholarship fund at the school. Now, 
with the steam whistles going dor-
mant, the fund will be the only public 
reminder of her.

“Every year we would put it away 
for the next year,” Milster said of his 
steam collection. “I’m putting all this 
stuff away this time and I don’t know 
when it’ll come back out.”

Pratt whistles go silent after fi nal blast

STEAMED: Conrad Milster, Pratt Institute’s longtime chief engineer, sounded his collection 
of antique steam whistles to mark the new year for the last time. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Steam dunked

your skin deserves a second chance

Laser Tattoo Removal/Revision
SAFELY AND PERMANENTLY

Botox / Dysport / Xeomin  Facial Fillers  Spider Veins Chemical Peels 

Laser Hair Removal  Microdermabrasion  Fractional Resurfacing

9921 Fourth Avenue  Brooklyn, NY 11209 

COSMETIC: 718.833.2793  ALTERNATE: 718.833.7616 

WWW.BAYRIDGEDERM.COM

COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE 
DAVID BIRO, M.D., PH.D.

Have you had a change of heart?

in your own neighborhood...

—GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE FOR ALL SERVICES—

Featuring the complete collection
of designer dresses by:

Joan Calabrese for Mon Cheri

& US Angels

Exclusive designs for Lester’s by:

Christie Helene

Accessories by:

Adriana, Christie Helene, Anja’s 

Dream and Nan & Jan

BOYS SUITS

by Andrew Marc

SHIRTS by

DKNY & Michael Kors

FREE GIFT
with Communion purchase

LESTER’S COMMUNION TRUNK SHOW
Saturday, January 10 & Sunday, January 11
Saturday, January 17 & Sunday, January 18

Hours: Saturday 10am-6pm / Sunday 12pm-6pm

BROOKLYN
ONLY

1111  AVE U • BROOKLYN

718.645.4501  x12

TOOT TOOT: Conrad Milster’s steam whistle 
collection includes 15 antique whistles plus a 
sort of whistle organ called a calliope. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local Doctor Treats Herniated And Bulging Discs, 
Sciatica, And Serious Low Back Pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 

back surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons 

perform at least 100,000 operations for lumbar disc 

disease alone, and orthopedic surgeons perform a 

similar number. It is estimated that between 20% and 

40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 

are racing to acquire and get trained to operate the 

DRX9000TM…an FDA approved device that is saving 

thousands of Americans suffering from chronic back 

pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back pain 

without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM works... 

“Over 10 years ago, NASA began to notice an unex-

pected result of space travel - Astronauts that left 

with back pain would come back without it. After 

investigated this now phenomenon here’s what they 

found: During the anti-gravity state of the mission 

there were decompressive forces on the interverte-

bral discs and back pain was relieved. How? When 

you travel through space, the effects of gravity are 

removed and you are in a weightless state. All the 

pressure is taken off your spine and discs. Even 

better - and this is the key - a negative pressure is 

created. This negative pressure actually sucks the 

herniated material back into the disc and allows it to 

heal. Thanks to the DRX9000TM, disc herniation suf-

ferers finally have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has docu-

mented success with are back pain, sciatica, herni-

ated and/or bulging discs (single or multiple), degen-

erative disc disease, facet syndromes and a relapse 

or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 

FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up an 

appointment for a free consultation call Dr. Keller’s 

office at 718-234-6207 or visit Brooklyn Spine 

Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 

Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Relieves Back Pain

DRX9000TM

BY VANESSA OGLE
Oh, baby boy!

The new year is off to a 
lively start as Maxim Ole-
nyukh made his world debut 
at midnight on New Year’s 
Day at Coney Island Hospital, 
making him the city’s fi rst 
baby of 2015.

The strapping sweetie — 
born to new mom Olena — 
weighed in at eight pounds 
and eight ounces, according to 
the city’s Health and Hospitals 
Corporation. His fellow class 
of 2033 members made their 

grand entrances minutes later 
throughout the borough.

Parents Shafiq and So-
fia Adnan of Sheepshead 
Bay welcomed their 19.6-
inch daughter — who did not 
have a name immediately af-
ter her birth — at 12:18 am 
at Maimonides Medical Cen-
ter in Borough Park. The 
youngest Adnan tipped the 
scales at eight pounds and 
six ounces.

First-time parents Jing 
Yang and Zhaojin Lin greeted 
their daughter Sheena Lin — 

the fi rst baby born at the Lu-
theran Medical Center — at 
12:35 am. The brand-new baby 
was 20.25 inches and weighed 
fi ve pounds, 10 ounces. 

Canarise parents Nathan-
iel and Sandra Clouden cel-
ebrated the birth of their 
19-inch son, Chandler Mi-
chael, at 2:56 am at Method-
ist. The baby bundle, born at 
New York Methodist Hospi-
tal, weighed 6 pounds and 11 
ounces.

Congratulations to all of 
2015’s proud parents.   

BROOKLYN’S BRAND-NEW BABIES: (Left to right) Olena Olenyukh holds 
her son Maxim, the city’s fi rst baby of 2015. The newborn weighed eight 
pounds and eight ounces and was born at Coney Island Hospital at ex-
actly midnight. Jing Yang and Zhaojin Lin of Sunset Park welcome their 
daughter, Sheena, the fi rst baby born in the neighborhood on Jan. 1. So-
fi a Adnan of Sheepshead Bay holds her daughter, who was the fi rst baby 
born in 2015 in the area — arriving at 12:18 am. Sandra Clouden snuggles 
her son Chandler Michael, who made his debut into the world at New York 
Methodist Hosptial at 2:56 am.  

Here comes Baby New Year! 
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68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Holiday break-in
A burglar stole an estimated 

$11,400 in jewelry from a 101st Street 
home sometime between Dec. 23 and 
Jan. 2. 

The resident left the house be-
tween Third and Fourth avenues in 
Bay Ridge at 7:30 pm that Tuesday 
and returned at 10:30 pm 10 days 
later, police said. The thief broke 
in through the front door and made 
off with the goods some time during 
that span, a police report states.

Computer jacked
Someone stole a computer from a 

delivery truck parked on Fifth Av-
enue on Dec. 29. 

The driver left his ride between 
76th Street and Bay Ridge Parkway 
in Bay Ridge at 4 pm and returned 
at 4:30 pm to fi nd that someone had 
removed an internal computer val-
ued at $2,950, police said.

Time bandit
A no-goodnik punched a Fifth 

Avenue pharmacy’s security guard 
in the face on Jan. 4 and made off 
with some watches. 

The pugilistic purloiner 
grabbed some timepieces from the 
store between 76th Street and Bay 
Ridge Parkway in Bay Ridge at 
7:06 pm and tried to walk out, po-
lice said. 

When a guard confronted him, 
he socked the guy and fl ed in a black 
sports utility vehicle, a police re-
port states.

Gone in a fl ash
Someone snatched a digital cam-

era from a guy waiting on the R 
train platform at 86th Street and 
Fourth Avenue on Dec. 29. 

The thief snatched the camera 
between 11 and 11:15 am and fl ed to 
the street, police said.

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Two random beatings
A group of brutes beat up a two 

guys in separate incidents and for 
no apparent reason on McDonald 
Avenue on Jan. 3.

• Several men jumped a 30-year-
old victim between between Avenue 
S and Kings Highway in Gravesend 
and hit him over the head with a 
blunt object around 2 am and fl ed 
the scene, police said. The blow cut 
the victim’s head, a police report 
states.

• Then the cadre of miscreants hit 
a 23-year-old victim in the head with 
a belt buckle at the same location at 
2:40 am on Jan. 3, police said.

Purses purloined
Someone is snatching women’s 

purses in a section of Bensonhurst 
near Bay Parkway and 65th Street.

• A snake stripped a pocketbook 
from a woman on W. 11th Street be-
tween Bay Parkway and Avenue P 
at 6 pm on Dec. 30, police said.

• A ruffi an ripped a purse from a 
woman’s arms at the corner of Bay 
Parkway and W. Seventh Street at 7 
pm on Jan. 3. 

The goon ran up from behind 
and nabbed the bag before fl eeing 
toward Avenue O, a police report 
states.

• Then, a lug took a woman’s purse 
at the corner of W. Ninth Street and 
Avenue O at 6:35 pm on Jan. 4. 

Again, the man came up from be-
hind, but the woman held on tight, 
and the reprobate yanked her to 
the ground, cutting her leg and giv-
ing her a bruise to the head, police 
said. 

Purse-in-hand, the man fl ed 
down W. Ninth Street toward Ave-
nue P, a police report states.

• Someone also stole a woman’s 
purse from a Bay Parkway restau-
rant table on Dec. 30. 

The victim was eating at the 
restaurant between 66th and 67th 
streets with her son at 7:10 pm, po-
lice said. She got up to go to the re-
stroom, and her son got up to get 
some ketchup — leaving the purse 
unattended, a police report states. 
When the woman returned to the 
booth, the purse was gone, police 
said. Video captured at the location 
shows a thief grabbing the bag and 
fl eeing down Bay Parkway toward 
67th Street.

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—

SEAGATE

Hand free
A severed hand was found fl oat-

ing in Coney Island Creek on Jan. 
4. 

A bird watcher peeping at fowl in 
Calvert Vaux Park at 4:40 am spot-
ted the disembodied duke fl oating 
in the creek, police said. Offi cers 
fi shed the fi st from the water and 
brought it to the medical examiner 
for a closer look, law enforcement 
sources said. 

The investigation is ongoing, po-
lice said.

Bashed for bike
Two guys got into a fi ght on the 

corner of Stillwell and Benson av-
enues in Gravesend on Dec. 30 — 
when one tried to steal a bicycle 
from the other. 

The aggressor confronted the 
19-year-old victim at 1:14 pm and 
demanded the bicycle, police said. 
The victim told him to get lost, and 
a shoving match ensued, police 
said. A witness tried to help, and 
the attacker fl ed, a police report 
states.

Teen catches bullet
Someone shot an 18-year-old in 

the hip in a Surf Avenue liquor store 
on Jan. 3. 

The teen caught the bullet at 
11:38 pm in a store between W. 
29th and W. 30th streets in Coney 
Island. The victim was not likely 
to succumb to his wounds and 
paramedics took him to Lutheran 
Medical Center, a police report 
states. 

The investigation is ongoing, but 
police believe the victim was not in-
volved in any crime, a police source 
said.

Home invasion
Two punks pushed their way 

into a W. 24th Street apartment and 
robbed the resident at gunpoint on 
Dec. 30. 

The brutes busted into the resi-
dence between Surf and Mermaid 
avenues in Coney Island at 5:30 pm, 
punched the inhabitant, and waved 
a silver handgun at him, police 
said. The robbers made off with 
unspecifi ed goods, a police report 
states.

Hungry burglar
Someone broke into a W. 27th 

Street apartment on Jan. 1 and stole 
groceries. 

The victim told police that a bur-
glar broke the lock on the door to 
her apartment between Surf and 
Mermaid avenues in Coney Island 
at 2 pm and took chips, eggs, orange 
juice, and a gallon of milk — valued 
at an estimated $7.50, a police report 
states.

Car stolen from shop
A thief took a woman’s car from 

a mechanic’s Avenue Y parking lot 
on Dec. 3. 

The victim brought her Gray 
2000 Dodge Durango to the shop 
between Shell Road and W. Third 
Street in Sheepshead Bay at noon, 
according to a police report. The 
mechanic called her on Christmas 

Day to say the car — valued at $400 
— was missing, police said.

— Max Jaeger

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

Robbery run
A masked miscreant with 

a gun robbed a shop on Knapp 
Street and then f led from police 
on Dec. 31, according to authori-
ties. 

Police say the pistol-wielding 
goon robbed $500 worth of merchan-
dise from the store near Voorhies 
Avenue at 3:11 am. An offi cer chased 
the perp on foot, but the suspect es-
caped, reports show.  

Diabolical duo 
Two cruel crooks tried robbing 

a man on Coyle Street on Dec. 29 — 
but the duo sprinted away when the 
victim screamed, cops say.

Offi cers the victim was between 
Avenues U and V at 5:50 pm when 
the men approached. The suspects 
allegedly said to the victim, “Give 
me what you have,” according to a 
police report. 

Cops say when the man screamed, 
the two fl ed without any of the vic-
tim’s property.

Ruthless robbery 
A gun-toting thief and his part-

ner stole cash and electronics from 
a man on Brown Street on Dec. 29, 
an offi cer stated. 

The man was walking between 
Avenues S and T at 8:20 pm when 
the two suspects approached him, 
according to authorities. Police say 
one of the thieves pulled out a black 
fi rearm, pointed it at the victim, 
and allegedly said, “Give me every-
thing from your pockets.” 

The gun-wielding crook then 
snatched the victim’s cellphone and 
wallet, which contained $110, and 
the second suspect stole other elec-
tronics, according to a police re-
port. 

Police say the suspects fl ed to Av-
enue S.

A mile in these shoes
A thoughtless thief stole a wom-

an’s credit card, driver’s license, 
and her shoes during a robbery 
on E. 24th Steet on Jan. 1, reports 
show. 

Police say the woman was near 
Avenue U at 8:30 pm when the cold-
hearted crook ambushed her. 

Offi cers say the perp hit the vic-
tim in the face multiple times before 
stealing her belongings.  

— Vanessa Ogle
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612 86TH STREET,  BROOKLYN, NY 11228

ONLINE 24/7 AT BAYRIDGEFORD.COM

888-847-1024 See dealer for details. All taxes, tags, and fees not included. Subject to vehicle insurance and availability. 
Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1017929. Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7111183. Offers expire 1/31/15.

2009 Nissan Altima Coupe S 

CVT, 2.5L 4 Cyl, 
64,599 Miles, 
STK P1372
$12,995

2013 Nissan Versa S

Auto, 1.6L 4 Cyl, 
34,284 Miles, 
STK P1373
$10,995

2009 Nissan Murano S AWD

CVT, 3.5L V6, 
65,672 Miles, 
STK P1371

$13,995

2014 Ford Econoline Wagon
Auto, 5.4L V8, 
18,690 Miles, 
STK P1390

$24,995

A
18
S

$

2014 Ford Econoline Wagon 

Auto, 5.4L V8, 
24,286 Miles, 
STK P1393
$23,995

2014 Ford Econoline Wagon

Auto, 5.4L V8, 
18,880 Miles, 
STK P1395
$24,495

2007 Chrysler Sebring Touring

$8,500

Auto, 2.7L V6, 
25,973 Miles, 
STK T01025

2014 Dodge Journey SXT

$18,400

Auto, 3.6L V6, 
19,088 Miles, 
STK P0966

2012 Chrysler 200 Touring

$12,500

Auto, 2.4L 4 Cyl, 
39,261 Miles, 
STK T01068

2013 Chrysler 300C

$21,900

Auto, 5.7L V8, 
25,479 Miles, 
STK P01021

2014 Jeep Grand Cherokee

$22,500

Auto, 3.2L 4 V6
7,000 Miles, 
STK P01010

2014 Dodge Durango Citadel

$18,500

Auto, 3.6L V6, 
21,327 Miles, 
STK P01098

C O U N T Y B R O O K L Y N C H R Y S L E R . C O M

2286 Flatbush Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11234 866-753-0895

S A L E S  E V E N T
New Year’sNew Year’sNew Year’s

Our resolution: Sell               vehicles in          days!150 31

All taxes, tags, and fees not included. Subject to vehicle insurance and availability.  See dealer for details. Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1435478, Dept. of 
Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7114167. Offers expire 1/31/15.



COURIER LIFE, JAN. 9–15, 201510    B GM BR

BY VANESSA OGLE
Police are looking for the gun-wield-
ing man they say robbed a conve-
nience store in Sheepshead Bay on 
Dec. 31. 

Authorities say the suspect 
barged into the Knapp Street shop 
near Voorhies Avenue at 3:11 am. 
Offi cers say he pointed a gun at the 
clerk, demanded money, and stole 
$500. 

The suspect is six feet tall and 
was last seen wearing a dark jacket, 
a gray hooded sweatshirt, trousers, 
white sneakers, and a ski mask.

BY MAX JAEGER
Police are on the hunt for 
a man who tried to car-
jack a woman in broad 
daylight on the corner of 
E. Sixth Street and Ave-
nue Z in Sheepshead Bay 
on Jan. 1.

The victim was 
parking her car at 
3:05 pm when a man 
climbed through the 
rear, passenger-side 
door and told the driver 
to “Get out of the f-----
-- car,” police said. The 
woman screamed, and 

the would-be car-jacker 
ran, a police report 
states. 

While the man fl ed, 
the victim stepped on the 
gas, but the car was still 
in reverse so the woman 
struck a parked vehicle 
behind her, a police re-
port states.

Police say the man 
is 5-foot-8, has a mus-
tache and goatee, and 
was last seen wearing 
a gray jacket, gray hat, 
gray sneakers, and blue 
jeans.

Foul-mouthed suspect fl ed after victim screamed

BY VANESSA OGLE
Cops are looking for the man they say 
shot a 36-year-old man outside of a 
nightclub in Flatlands on Jan. 2. 

Authorities say the suspect shot 
the man in the foot after a verbal dis-
pute escalated at the Utica Avenue 
club near Avenue J at 4:15 am.  Of-
fi cers say the man pulled a fi rearm 
from his pocket and shot the victim, 
who was treated at Kings County 
Hospital. 

The suspect was wearing a blue 
jacket, red pants, and a black hat at 
the time the incident. He is 5-foot-11 
and between 20 and 25 years old.

CAR-JOKER: Police believe 
this man tried to steal a 
woman’s car on Jan. 1.

Attempted car-jacking 
foiled in Sheepshead Bay

Cops on the hunt for robber

A Good Plumber Inc.
Phone: 718-648-6838  Fax: 718-646-4659

Agoodplumberny@gmail.com  www.agoodplumber.com
NYC Licensed Master Plumber #1948

When You Need A Good Plumber…Call Us!

718-648-6838

A Good Plumber Inc., with over 20 years of experience 

in the plumbing and heating industry has built our reputation 

on recommendations.

That reputation has grown due to our reliable, honest 

and affordable service. Honesty means never recommending 

work that is unnecessary and giving you an accurate price 

before we do the work…no hidden fees.

At A Good Plumber Inc., we believe customer service 

is about exceeding 

the customer’s expectations before, during, 

and after the job!

Our Professionally Trained, Clean and 
Courteous Staff Can Handle:

Why Choose
“A Good Plumber”?

$25 Off 
Any

Plumbing Job 
With This Ad

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS: Police are looking 
for the gun-wielding man they say robbed a 
convenience store in Sheepshead Bay on Dec. 
31. NYPD

Flatlands shooter on loose

CAUGHT ON CAMERA: Police are looking for 
this man, who they say was caught on video 
fi ring gunshots outside a Flatlands nightclub 
on Jan. 2.  NYPD

Anyone with information about any of these 
crimes is asked to call Crime Stoppers at 
(800) 577–8477, log on to  nypdcrimestop-
pers.com , or text tips to 274637 and enter 
“847577.”
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FREE
PEDICURE

WITH ANY  

TREATMENT

  MADE IN THE USA

BEST PRICE IN BROOKLYN 

MAGIC SLEEK 
the next generation in hair  
straightening - Formaldehyde FREE

ONLY $125

LASIO KERATIN TROPIC 

Only $100

COCO’S BRAZILIAN KERATIN

Only $100

COPPOLA KERATIN TREATMENT

Only $100

INOVA PROFESSIONAL PURE KERATIN 

Only $100

ANTI FRIZZ TREATMENT BY YOKO 

a new generation - safe, gentle & natural 

Only $100

JAPANESE STRAIGHTENING BY YOKO

Only $175

* $25 Mandatory Gratuity * Specials Cannot Be Combined with any other offer. 

GREAT SERVICE - LOW COST - CALL NOW!

OFFERING ALL HAIR 
STRAIGHTENING SYSTEMS

ANY LENGTH HAIR
reduces frizz & curl 

blocks effects of humidity

makes hair smoother & shinier

cuts down on blow-dry time

BENSIMON
OPEN SUNDAY–FRIDAY
468 Avenue P, Brooklyn, NY 11223

718.998.3099
www.bensimonspa.com

ON OUR SPECIAL OFFERS

FREE
PEDICURE

WITH ANY  

TREATMENT
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OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday 2-8pm
Tuesday 2-6pm
Thursday 2-6pm
Friday 9am-3pm

HAS MOVED TO A NEW LOCATION
2422 Knapp Street
Brooklyn, NY 11235

718.989.2264

Please Call for appointment

Dr. Joseph Buono MD

Who can I count on...
to help my mom stay active  

and safe during the day? 

MJHS Adult Day Health Care

A licensed adult day health care program, we provide nursing, 
rehabilitation, recreation and social services to those who 

socialization of a group setting. 

We accept Medicaid and other insurances. 
Call us for more information

1-855-860-0988

Our quality services are made possible, in part, by contributions  
from generous donors to our Foundation.

mjhs.org

Our medical model, allows us to go a step further in the special 
care we provide. So you can have peace of mind while mom’s 
needs are cared for.

For your convenience, transportation is provided.
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institution. 
“It’s a little piece of Bay Ridge that’s 

going away,” said Dennis Monsen, one 
of a dwindling number of locals claim-
ing Scandinavian descent. 

But he admitted the closure is a fact 

of life as the fabric of Bay Ridge evolves.
“Neighborhoods changes — it’s not 

necessarily a bad thing,” he said.
Now Monsen will have to travel fur-

ther afi eld to get specialties like Nor-
wegian cod liver oil. 

“[Rutuelo] told me there might be a 
health food store on 92nd that has it,” 
he said. “I’m gonna run out there now. 
I hope they have it.”

Continued from cover

NORDIC

tidis it may not come until March . 
The governor could also hold the 

election at the same time as Novem-
ber’s citywide election, a move that 
would spare taxpayers the cost of a 
special election, Malliotakis said, 
which is estimated to cost $1 million — 
but that would leave the district with-
out congressional representation for at 
least another eight months.

Staten Island’s Cusick and Dono-
van emerged as their parties’ rumored 
top picks in the days after Grimm an-
nounced on Dec. 30 that he would step 
down.

But Brooklyn politicians Malliota-
kis and Gentile said they have name 
recognition in both boroughs that 
could carry them to victory.

The key for Ridge candidates will 
be mobilizing Brooklyn’s electorate 
and capitalizing on connections across 
the narrows, Gentile said.

“If we can start out with a nice large 
cushion in Brooklyn, then we could 
draw up enough support in Staten Is-
land that would carry the day,” he 
said.

Gentile said a three-term stint as a 
state senator representing Brooklyn 
and Staten Island from 1997 to 2002 po-
sitions him as a strong candidate.

Malliotakis, whose assembly dis-
trict encompasses parts of Bay Ridge 
and much of eastern Staten Island, 
said she is also poised to appeal to vot-

ers on both sides of the Verrazano-
Narrows Bridge.

Brooklyn state Sen. Martin Golden 
(R–Bay Ridge)  and Malliotakis ally 
nonetheless threw his support behind 
Donovan for the seat on Jan 4.

“He’s a guy who’s been out there 
for a number of years, he’s done a 
great service for our city, for our state, 
and he is the one I would be support-
ing,”  Golden told the Observer . “Ni-
cole would have been my second-best 
choice. It all comes down to priority — 
who’s been around the longest, who’s 
done the most. It’s about waiting your 
turn.”

Continued from cover

GRIMM

JOHN J. HEALEY FUNERAL HOME
“Serving Brooklyn Since 1904”

2005 West 6th Street
718-743-1388

Visit us at: www.JohnJHealey.com
Manager: John LaGreca

John J. Healey Funeral Home is owned by Service Corporation International    
1929 Allen Parkway, Houston Tx. 77019  713-522-5141

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look ””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.
SATURDAY, 9 A.M.–3 P.M.

OPEN 
6 DAYS

END OF AN ERA: Helene Bakke and daughter Arlene Rutuelo are closing Third Avenue’s 
30-year-old Nordic Delicacies at the end of the month due to a lack of business. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

ALL IN: (Clockwise 
from above) Assem-
blywoman Nicole 
Malliotakis (R–Bay 
Ridge), Assembly-
man Bill Colton (D–
Bensonhurst), and 
Councilman Vin-
cent Gentile (D–Bay 
Ridge) may run.
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Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-
sculpting procedure designed to remove fat and contour the body without invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to 
continue your daily activities without interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing 
the Low Level Laser (FDA cleared for laser body contouring to emulsify fat which then releases into the 

interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through the 
body during its normal course of detoxification. The 
ZERONA® procedure was proven through a double-
blind, randomized, multi-site, and placebo controlled 
study in which patients average loss of 3.64 inches, 
and some lost as much as 9 inches compared to the 
placebo group that lost only half an inch.

BECOME A NEW YOU IN THE NEW YEAR!
“What if I told you this cutting-edge device could melt inches off your waist and 
keep them off for good.”             —  Doctor Oz  talking about the ZERONA® LipoLaser

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, 
hips and thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight 
loss program — we are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off excess water 
weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  
WORKSHOPS
When: January 13th & 27th at 6:15
Where: ZERONA® Laser of New York

5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn
Cost: FREE ($79 value) 

Call: (718) 234-6212

Bill Egbert: Your New Year’s 
resolution for 2014 was to “vis-
it every neighborhood in the 
borough and speak to as many 
residents as I can.” Did you fol-
low through?

Eric Adams: I’ve cer-
tainly tried. I am just amazed 
at the vastness of the borough. 
There are so many cultures 
here. I remember when I was 
a child, how excited I was to 
go on school fi eld trips. With 
this job, every time I come in 
I feel like I’m going on a new 
fi eld trip.

BE: Recently Brooklyn has 
been ground zero for a lot of 
acrimony between the police 
and the public. You’ve taken 
some heat for criticizing the 
police, but you also called for a 
hold on protests while the po-
lice mourn their own. How do 

you walk that line?
EA: Usually, the people 

who are most critical of you 
are your parents — because 
they love you. Well, I loved be-
ing a cop, so I speak critically 
at times. But also, I want to be 
part of helping people appreci-
ate our police for all the things 
they do for us. Not just the ul-
timate sacrifi ce, as in the case 
of the two offi cers who were 
shot recently, but the smaller 
things — volunteering in 
their communities, mentoring 
local kids. A lot of people don’t 
know about that. There’s a bit 
of a communication gap that I 
want to help bridge.

BE: The city is moving 
forward with its plan to con-
vert the Riegelmann Board-
walk from hardwood boards 
to concrete and plastic slats, 

but a couple of local freshmen 
councilmen, Mark Treyger 
(D–Coney Island) and Chaim 
Deutsch (D–Sheepshead Bay) 
are trying to prevent that 
by having the Boardwalk in 
Coney Island and Brighton 
Beach designated as a scenic 
landmark. What’s your view?

EA: I share their views on 
the Boardwalk. We do need to 

protect Coney Island and what 
makes it so special — its his-
tory and traditions — and I 
think a wooden Boardwalk is 
a part of that.

BE: Speaking of protecting 
things, you came out tough 
against people climbing the 
Brooklyn Bridge after inci-
dents when the American fl ags 
atop the towers were swapped 
for white banners, and a tour-
ist was arrested for climbing 
onto the bridge structure for a 
photo. Why did you stake out 
such a tough stance?

EA: The Brooklyn Bridge 
is important — as a traffi c 
route into the city, as a sym-
bol — and that makes it a tar-
get. When you trespass on 
something like the Brooklyn 
Bridge, the penalty should be 
more than for trespassing in 
a park. So I support state Sen. 
[Daniel] Squadron’s legisla-
tion to increase penalties for 
trespassers on certain sites.

We shouldn’t have waited 
until the fl ags were stolen to 
realize this was an issue.

BE: What are some things 
that Brooklyn needs more of 
in 2015?

EA: We need a lot more of 
those Citi Bikes! We need to 
catch up with the rest of the 
globe in alternative transpor-
tation. Cars are so old school. 
We need to embrace bicycling 
as a transportation alterna-
tive, but the infrastructure 
needs to come with it. We need 
more bike lanes, buildings 
should have bus shelters, and 
we need to remake the entire 
borough based around that.

BE: What does Brooklyn 
need less of in 2015?

EA: First thing, I have to 
say, handguns. But there’s 
also an attitude I want to see 
gone. People are living in si-
los, in their own little world, 
and they’re not appreciat-
ing the diversity around us. 
People need to stop thinking 
about how to live apart from 
other people and start enjoy-
ing living together. They need 
to embrace what I like to call 
“Brooklyn fusion.”

BY BILL EGBERT

Former cop and state senator Eric Adams has 
been the president of Brooklyn for a year now, 
and we sat down with him to look back on his 
fi rst year at the helm, and look forward to 2015. 

RAISING A GLASS TO BROOKLYN: 
Borough President Adams samples 
a Brooklyn-made wine. 
 File photo by Alec Jacobson

The Borough President on year one
Eric Adams refl ects on his fi rst year as Brooklyn’s commander-in-chief
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Breakthrough FDA Approved Treatment For Gum Disease

MARINE PARK PERIODONTICS & IMPLANTOLOGY
Dr. Navid Baradarian, DDS, PC

2272 Hendrickson Street Brooklyn, NY 11234 
www.MarineParkPerio.com

LANAP laser gum treatment that 
can zap away Gum Disease! 
If you suffer from bleeding gums we 
have treated hundreds of cases with 
no cutting and no sutures and the 
results are incredible.

Dr. Navid Baradarian, DDS, PC 
is now trained in this breakthrough 
surgical technique 

LANAP

Treatment of Gum Recession without a 
Second Surgical Site PINHOLE TechniqueTM

Laser Assisted 
New Attachment Procedure

The alternative to scalpel & suture gum surgery
*First & only FDA Approved laser gum treatment procedure.

CALL US FOR A 

CONSULTATION
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
A Park Slope yoga teacher and Sikh ac-
tivist who disappeared during a solo 
hike near a yoga retreat in Mexico died, 
apparently from a head injury suffered 
when he fell into a gorge, according to 
his family and friends.

A search team found the body of 
Hari Simran, 25, on the afternoon of 
Jan. 2, more than 72 hours after he left 
the retreat for a short hike in the moun-
tains above Tepoztlan, a town an hour 
from Mexico City. His body was just a 
few hundred feet from the summit he 
had originally intended to climb, from 
which he sent a photo of himself to his 
wife Ad Purkh. 

His loved ones said they are devas-
tated by his death.

“This journey has been a testament 
to the enormous amount of love and 
goodness he shared with us all during 
his time on earth,” his family wrote in 
a message on the  website  they made to 
publicize the search. “His last picture 
said, ‘Looking down on you.’ We know 
he is an angel in the heavens now look-
ing down on all of us.”

Simran left the retreat with a liter 
of water, a pocketknife, and a small 
amount of granola, his father told 
ABC 7. He sent the fi rst photo from the 

summit at 12:30 pm, then sent another 
message at 2:20 pm that read, “I ac-
cidentally summited another moun-
tain. Looks like I’ll be a little later 
coming back :). Save me some lunch 

if you can,” according to  a fund-raiser 
website . 

An hour later, the site said he indi-
cated to a friend that he was lost.

“I’ll get back to you on that. I’m on 

top of a really high mountain in Mex-
ico and I’m not exactly sure how to get 
down :)” he wrote, according to the 
site.

Simran’s friends and family had 
been frantically trying to supplement 
the Mexican government’s search 
with private helicopters and drones, 
and raised nearly $100,000 online to 
aid the rescue effort. 

His friend Prabhjit Sing said Mexi-
can state rescuers lacked the tools and 
training to search at night or with he-
licopters. 

Simran was born and lived most of 
his life in Park Slope. He moved to Vir-
ginia a year ago, and ran a yoga center 
there with his wife, according to a web-
site run by supporters, but he was in 
the process of moving back to Brook-
lyn, Singh said. He was also a com-
munity organizer with the Sikh Co-
alition, a Sikh-rights advocacy group.
He is survived by his wife, who lives 
in Sterling, Virginia, and his parents, 
who live in Park Slope.

Memorials were scheduled to take 
place on Friday night in Virginia and 
New Mexico, according to supporters.

Lonely Planet  describes  Tepoztlan 
as “a mecca for New Agers who believe 
the area has a creative energy.”

Park Slope yoga teacher who vanished while hiking in Mexico found dead

LAST SEEN: Hari Simran sent his wife this self-portrait from a mountain summit shortly 
before he lost contact. Flickr / #FindHariSimran

Search-and-rescue’s tragic end

MLD Mortgage Inc. d/b/a The Money Store®  1900 Hempstead Turnpike, Suite 206, East Meadow, NY  11554, 516.227.2500  NMLS# 1019  Licensed by the NJ Department 
of Banking License# 9917842. Licensed by the NY Banking Department License# B500824. Not all applicants may qualify. Some products may not be available in all states. 
Program, rates, terms and conditions apply. All rights reserved. Equal Opportunity Lender.  See www.themoneystore.com/statelicensing for state licensing information. 
www.mnlsconsumeraccess.org and www.themoneystore.com/privacy-policy

®
A Trusted Mortgage Brand For Over 40 Years

For over 40 years, The Money Store name has been synonymous with mortgage 
lending. As a Direct Lender we can offer rates among the lowest in the country 
and our in-house processing assures the quickest possible turnaround times.  
Superior customer service is our building block, we don’t just sell mortgages, 
we build relationships.

NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY
Before Mortgage Rates Go Up

Save $1,000 with every 
loan you close with me!

Amrish Dias
Senior Loan Offi cer 

(NMLS# 65714)

Offi ce:  800.895.9976
Cell:     516.860.6238
Fax:      866.219.4347

Adias@themoneystore.com
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LATE PAGE

10% Senior Citizen
or Veteran’s Discount

Every Wednesday

BROOKLYN
MARKET

JANUARY
2015

Stop by & Pick up our
new Loyalty Card at the

Brooklyn Market.

No Gimmicks,
Just Rewards!

Free Home Delivery
Available!

Follow Us For 
Special Savings

Fresh Hand Cut USA

Fillet of
Sole

Stouffer’s
Mac. & Cheese

12 oz. Box

Hot or Lean
Pockets

Select Var. 8-9 oz. Box 2/$5Super A
Ice Cream

Select Var. 48 oz. Cont.2/$52/$4 2/$4 Alexia
Fries

Select Var. 13.5-32 oz. Pkg.

Super A
Granulated Sugar

4 Lb. Bag FReeFReeFReeFReeFRee
With Club Card & Add.

$25.00 Purchase or More.
Limit 1 Deal.

Mazola 
Pure Corn Oil

128 Fl. oz. Cont. $799$799$799$799$799

Scott
Bath Tissue

20 Roll Pack

Bounty
Towels

Select Var. 8 Pack=12 $999$999$999$999$999$1299$1299$1299$1299$1299

$399$399$399$399$399Imported
Clementines

3 LB. BAG

99¢99¢99¢99¢99¢Gala
Apples Lb.

2/$32/$32/$32/$32/$3California
Broccoli

FRESH

5/$55/$55/$55/$55/$5Hass
Avocados

Bunch

$199$199$199$199$199
Florida
Strawberries

RED
RIPE

1 Lb.
Pkg.

$899$899$899$899$899
Lb.

$159$159$159$159$159
Perdue 
Chicken Breast Lb.

GRADE A
W/RIBS

$399$399$399$399$399
Bottom 
Round Roast Lb.

$599$599$599$599$599
Lb.

Flank
Steaks

Breakstone’s
Cottage Doubles

5/$5
Select Var. 3.9 oz. Cont.

Dannon Oikos
Greek Yogurt

5/$5
Select Var.5.3 oz. Cont.

Almond Breeze
Milk

2/$5
Select Var. 64 oz. Cont.

Breakstone’s
Whipped Butter

$199

Select Var.8 oz. Cont./Pkg.

IMPORTED
WASHINGTON STATE

EXTRA FANCY

Eye Round
Roast

$499

MOZZARELLA STICKS OR
MUSHROOM BITES 8 OZ.

LIGHT’N FIT GREEK
OR ACTIVIA GREEK

PRINT OR 
SPREADABLE
W/CANOLA

Free Sale
2/$3.00

CANOLA OR
VEGETABLE

REGULAR OR
EXTRA SOFT

With Club Card & Add.
$10.00 Purchase or More.

Limit 1 Deal.

With Club Card & Add.
$10.00 Purchase or More.

Limit 1 Deal.

$199French
Baguette Ea.

$599Cheddar
Cheese Lb.

Yellow Chunk Only $599Boar’s Head
Ham Lb.

IMPORTED

$1299DiParma
Prosciutto Lb.

IMPORTED

Celestial
Teas

Select Var. 18-20 Ct. Box

$199

Apple & Eve
Apple Juice

$199Select Var 11-11.4 oz. Box

NATURAL
OR 100%

Entenmann’s
Loaf Cakes

Select Var. 11.5-16 oz. Box

2/$5
2/$5

Select Var. 
9-11.5 oz. Bag

Doritos
Chips

Bertolli
Olive Oil

25.5 Fl. oz. Cont.

$599

Progresso
Bread Crumbs

Seletct Var. 15 oz. Cont.

99¢

EXTRA VIRGIN, CLASSIC
OR EXTRA LIGHT

Peter Pan
Peanut Butter

Select Var. 16.3 oz. Cont.

Progresso
Traditional Soups

Select Var. 18.5-19 oz. Can

$169

Deer Park
Water

24 Pack 16.9 oz. Btl. +Dep.

$399

3/$5

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT SALES TO 1 PER FAMILY.PRICES EFFECTIVE THIS STORE ONLY.NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.SOME PICTURES ARE FOR DESIGN PURPOSES ONLY AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT ITEMS ON SALE.GRAPHIC MAKERS PLUS:201-501-8201
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BY MAX JAEGER
They gave him the cold shoul-
der.

Hundreds of police once 
again turned their backs on 
Mayor Deblasio during a fu-
neral service for slain police 
offi cer Wenjian Liu in Dyker 
Heights on Jan. 4.

Top brass directly in front 
of the funeral home remained 
at attention, but hundreds of 
the thousands of rank-and-fi le 
offi cers that fi lled 65th Street 
from 13th to 18th avenues 
did an about-face when Hiz-
zoner took the podium to eu-
logize Liu. Police union reps 
have said Deblasio has blood 
on his hands for the deaths 
of Liu and fellow cop Rafael 
Ramos, charging he has been 
insuffi ciently supportive of 
the NYPD. Offi cers made the 
disrespectful showing de-
spite police Commissioner 
Bill Bratton’s memo late last 
week requesting offi cers not 

air their grievances at the cer-
emony for a slain offi cer.

“A hero’s funeral is about 
grieving, not grievance,” Brat-
ton wrote in the Jan. 2 memo.

The memo said offi cers 
who did protest would not be 
disciplined.

Despite rain, tens of thou-
sands of police and civilians 
stood along 65th Street and 
neighboring roads to attend 
the funeral before a motor-
cade accompanied the body 
to its fi nal resting place in Cy-
press Hills Cemetery, law en-
forcement offi cials said.

Family members remem-
bered Liu as a gentle and car-
ing man who sacrifi ced for 
anyone who needed him. 

“To me, he is my soul-
mate,” said Liu’s widow Pei 
Xian Chen. 

The two married in Sep-
tember. 

“He was fearless in and out 
of work,” Chen said.

Liu’s father called him a 
dedicated son who embodied 
Confucian ideals of piety to-
ward parents. 

“He called every day when 
he was fi nished with work to 
tell me he was safe,” Wei Tang 
Liu said through an inter-
preter.

Deranged transient Is-
maaiyl Brinsley ambushed 
Liu and Ramos as the pair 
sat in a patrol car in Bedford-
Stuyvesant on Dec. 20. Brins-

ley, who that morning shot his 
ex-girlfriend in the stomach at 
her home outside of Baltimore, 
turned the gun on himself on 
a G train platform after mur-
dering the offi cers, police said. 
Brinsley had a history of de-
pression and violent behavior 
and his girlfriend talked him 
out of a suicide attempt the 
day of the shooting spree, ac-
cording to a New York Times 
 report . In Instagram postings, 
he explained the murders as 

revenge for the police killings 
of Michael Brown and Eric 
Garner, according to reports.

In the hours following 
the offi cers’ deaths, police 
unions seized on the killings 
as evidence that the mayors’ 
hands-off approach to anti-
police-brutality protests had 
fomented violent anti-cop sen-
timent. Offi cers at the hospi-
tal where Liu’s and Ramos’s 
bodies had been taken turned 

FINEST MOURNED: Pall bearers carry the casket of detective Wenjian Liu at his funeral on Jan. 4 in Dyker 
Heights. 

Cops snub mayor yet again 
at slain offi cer’s funeral

Thrice spurned

Continued on page 27

T H E  G E N E S I S  P R O G R A M
Xaverian’s Co-ed Middle School (6–8) for the Academically Talented

PREVIEW WEEK: January 20th – 23rd, by appointment only

For more information, or to schedule a Preview Day, please contact: Mrs. Patricia McEvoy, Dean (718) 836-7100 x188 or pmcevoy@xaverian.org
7100 Shore Road, Brooklyn, NY 11209  www.xaverian.org/genesis

Xaverian’s Genesis Program is dedicated to providing an engaging and 
challenging middle school program for academically talented girls and 
boys in grades 6-8. This co-educational program is designed to develop 
and nurture high-level critical thinking skills and is committed to the 
development of the middle school student through academic excellence, 
extracurricular involvement, and Christian service to neighbor and 
community. A Genesis education encompasses and surpasses the standard 
middle school curriculum by offering:

[ A fully interactive, one-to-one learning environment complete with an iPad
 for each student and classrooms equipped with Apple TVs

[ The Michael T. Strianese ’74 STEM Program at Xaverian offers project 
 and problem based learning through hands-on classroom experiences in 
 the areas of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math. The Gateway 
 to Technology program engages students with modules in Design and 
 Modeling, as well as Automation and Robotics. The growth of the highly 
 acclaimed STEM program, which was implemented through a
 partnership with Project Lead the Way, has been bolstered by a recent $1 
 million gift donated by Mr. and Mrs. Michael T. Strianese ’74

[ Enriched religious studies firmly rooted in the Church’s teaching, 
 with an emphasis on sacred scripture, the understanding of Jesus, 
 and the Catholic social tradition

[ Full-time guidance counselors

[ Extracurricular activities and clubs,including Science Olympiad, 
 Mock Trial, and LEGO Robotics

Private Bus 

Transportation

is Available!
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Real people answer the phone at a health  
insurance company? Shut the front door! 
Surprising, but true. Now there’s a different kind of health insurance company. One where real people called CareConnectors  
give you VIP treatment every step of the way. They answer the phones, can make doctors’ appointments for you (on your schedule) 
and help out with billing so you can just focus on getting well and staying that way. Still skeptical?

See for yourself. Call toll-free 855-558-5959. GetCareConnect.com
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BY CONSTANCE POWERS
Swimmer Michael Phelps — the 
most decorated Olympian in 
history — aggravated a stress 
fracture when he stumbled into 
a hole playing golf. Extreme 
jumper Jeb Corliss suffered 
life-threatening injuries after 
smashing into rocks at 120 miles-
per-hour in South Africa. Pitts-
burgh Pirates’ pitcher A.J. Bur-
nett went under the knife twice 
after being diagnosed with torn 
ligaments in his elbow. 

The good news is the same 
treatments that help profes-
sionals rebound from crip-
pling sports injuries are 
now available to Brooklyn’s 
wounded weekend warriors. 

New York Methodist Hos-
pital’s new Institute for Ortho-
pedic Medicine and Surgery 
at Scott Medical Center in Ca-
narsie offers state-of-the-art 
techniques for injured bones, 
muscles, ligaments, and joints, 
while its skilled team of sur-
geons and nurse practitioners 
use a multi-faceted approach 
to keeping our athletic and or-
thopedic community at the top 
of its game, claims its director 
of sports medicine.

“For Brooklynites who 
hurt themselves playing the 
sports they love, just getting 
better isn’t always enough, 
because they expect to be as 
good as new or even better 
than before,” says Dr. Mat-
thew Wert, a dual-fellowship-
trained orthopedic surgeon 
who specializes in orthope-
dic sports medicine, and car-

tilage repair and restoration. 
“The same techniques that 
we use on world-class athletes 
are now available to them.” 

Treatable common 

sports injuries

• Shoulder injuries in base-
ball and tennis players.

• Knee injuries in runners, 
and basketball and football 
players.

• Ankle fractures and knee 
arthritis.

“Most of these injuries can 
be sustained by non-athletes 
as well, but they can be treated 
with the same minimally in-
vasive techniques that keep 
as much of the natural carti-
lage intact as possible,” says 
Dr. Wert, a former Interna-
tional Cartilage Repair Soci-

ety traveling fellow who has 
worked with world-renowned 
surgeons in Europe.

Innovative therapies

Methodist’s multidisci-
plinary approach includes 
customizing alternative exer-
cise programs and using in-
novative therapies to speed 
recovery safely, including:

• Anatomical ACL recon-
struction.

• Anatomical knee replace-
ment.

• Cartilage repair and res-
toration.

• Meniscus repair and 
transplant.

• Minimally invasive rota-
tor cuff surgery. 

• Platelet rich plasma.
“Anyone who feels pains 

and strains coming on has a 
place now to get high-quality 
care, answers to their ques-
tions, and make sure these 
issues don’t become chronic 
problems,” he says. 

The Institute for Orthope-
dic Medicine and Surgery at 
the Scott Medical Center [2035 
Ralph Ave. off Ave. J, suite A8 
in Canarsie, (718) 251–3759, 
www.WertMD.com].

NEW OUTPOST: Find relief from sudden injury at New York Methodist Hospital’s new sports medicine clinic in 
Canarsie — the Institute for Orthopedic Medicine and Surgery at the Scott Medical Center. 

Relief for weekend warriors

*New money only. APY effective November 24, 2014. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred 
from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Great rates like ours are always in season.

At Flushing Bank, we’re small enough to know you and large enough to provide 
you with the great rates you’re looking for. Hurry, an offer like this can’t last forever. 

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

60-Month CD

2..05%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit

36-Month CD

1.70%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit
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World Class Orthopaedic Care at our State-of-the-Art Facility: 

761 Merrick Avenue   Westbury   516.357.8777
Manhattan | Brooklyn | Queens | Nassau | Suffolk

Learn more and schedule an appointment online nyspine.com

Neck & Back Pain  |  Scoliosis & Spinal Deformities | Knee & Hip 
Replacement | Hand, Shoulder, Elbow & Ankle  |  Sports Medicine  | 
Pediatric Orthopeadics  |  Physiatry, Pain Management  |  Pain 
Management Psychology  |  Chiropractic Care  |  Acupuncture  |  MRI

New York Spine Institute is the only comprehensive 

Spine Institute and Full Orthopedic Center on Long 

Island affiliated with NYU Langone’s Hospital for Joint 

Diseases. This center brings nationally and internationally 

recognized leaders in Spinal Care to your community.
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514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn

718.484.7040 
e-mail: drzhannatsukerman@gmail.com

www.DoctorTsukerman.com

We are here to give you personalized care

Zhanna Tsukerman, MDZhanna Tsukerman, MD

Dr. Tsukerman treats patients in Coney Island 
Hospital from admission to discharge

Board Certifi ed Doctor of Internal MedicineBoard Certifi ed Doctor of Internal Medicine

We accept 

Medicare, Medicaid, 

all other major 

Health Insurances 

Work Compensation

Dr. Tsukerman has active credentials at Beth Israel and Lutheran Hospitals, and is an attending physician in Coney Island Hospital’s internal medicine residency program.

Podiatrist & Physical Therapy On Premises

514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn

718.484.7040 
e-mail: drzhannatsukerman@gmail.com

www.DoctorTsukerman.com

ew York lost one of its 
native-born jewels re-
cently: Mario Cuomo, a 

larger-than-life leader whose 
words inspired a nation and 
spoke truth to power, has 
passed. And with him goes 
an era of passionate liber-
alism, a credo he embraced 
while others ran from it.

Three decades ago Mario 
Cuomo spoke about a “tale of 
two cities” in America, lash-
ing out at the trickle down 
economics and social Dar-
winism of the Ronald Reagan 
era, when this country began 
its slide towards the gilded 
era of today. Many lauded his 
eloquence and his passion, 
but few heeded his warn-
ings that too many Ameri-
cans were being left behind 
and that President Reagan’s 
“shining city on the hill” only 
applied to the upper class. 

Mario Cuomo was ahead 
of the curve and his social 
analysis was prophetic. His 
thunderous speech at the 
Democratic convention in 
1984 could have catapulted 
him to the White House in 
the same way that Barack 

Obama’s inspiring words did 
just 24 years later. 

His left-of-center leanings 
— including his principled 
stance against the death pen-
alty and his belief in robust 
social programs — branded 
him a liberal, at a time when 
that philosophy had not yet 
been neutered by people who 
preferred to refer to them-

selves as progressives. Cuomo 
was endorsed in every one of 
his campaigns by New York 
State’s Liberal Party and, in 
return, he was one of its most 
popular stalwarts.

Mario Cuomo’s impres-
sive career in public service 
defined New York State in the 
late 20th and early 21st cen-
turies, when he gave voice to 
the voiceless, spoke for the 
dispossessed, and believed in 
a government that could pro-
vide a hand up for those left 
behind. He was a proud Lib-
eral, and carried the banner 
of that once-powerful party 
for more than a decade. 

Cuomo was dubbed “Ham-
let on the Hudson” because 
many believed he would see 
eight sides to each issue and 
engage in an interior mono-
logue about each that made 
his decision-making wor-
thy of treatises, not Twitter. 
His scholarly speeches and 
style of governing made him 
more of a man of the cloth 
or an academic, not a rapid-
fire straight talker like his 
nemesis downstate in Gracie 
Mansion — Edward I. Koch, 

of whom many said the mid-
dle initial was more pronoun 
than abbreviation.

Cuomo was a complex but 
pragmatic man who could 
at once be the leading voice 
against the death penalty 
but then go on to build many 
new prisons in upstate New 
York. He could prune the 
New York State budget in a 
lean economy but still speak 
eloquently for the need to do 
more to help our under class. 
He was a pious Catholic, but 
he famously defended a wom-
en’s right to choose.

Cuomo once said rather poi-
gnantly: “In politics, we cam-
paign in poetry and govern in 
prose.” This statement is true 
for many politicians, most re-
cently our current president 
Barack Obama, whose 2008 
campaign rhetoric inspired a 
nation while his next six years 
of governing lulled many into 
a less exalted state.

But much of politics and 
leadership is about inspira-
tion, moving society to heed 
its better angels and about ar-
ticulating a moral map dur-
ing an era that sorely needs 

ethical representation. Mario 
Cuomo was of politician from 
a bygone era: a child of immi-
grants who through the sheer 
force of his intellect and his 
oratorical skills stood at the 
precipice of the highest office 
in the land. He talked about 
lifting the weak and the poor 
and he never wavered from 
his core principles.

May we see more of his ilk 
in the coming years and may 
his words of wisdom from the 
1984 Democratic convention 
inspire all of us to end our na-
tion’s “tale of two cities.”

How ironic it is that when 
his son Andrew made his first 
foray into elective politics 
in 2002, his incomplete cam-
paign resulted in the Liberal 
Party losing its ballot status 
after more than six decades. 

Wouldn’t it be a great trib-
ute to his father’s brand of 
liberalism if Andrew became 
its standard bearer in the 
next decade? 

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was  the Lib-
eral Party-backed mayoral 
candidate in 2013. Reach him 
at tallon@cityandstateny.com.

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE
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To the editor,
The Parks Department’s Dec. 30 

meeting regarding the Boardwalk 
was one that our councilmen had been 
trying to arrange for the past year, 
when it actually might have mattered. 
Parks called for the meeting just the 
day before with us, the stakeholders, 
and our elected officials, Councilmen 
Mark Treyger (D–Coney Island) and 
Chaim Deutsch (D–Sheepshead Bay), 
Assemblymen Alec Brook-Krasny (D–
Coney Island) and Steve Cymbrowitz 
(D–Sheepshead Bay), and state Sen. 
Diane Savino (D–Coney). 

Since Parks had decided to ig-
nore widespread community and lo-
cal electeds’ opposition to their plan, 
and as of one month ago began the 
dismantling and removal of a sec-
tion of the Boardwalk, the meeting 
was nothing more than a patroniz-
ing and disrespectful display of faux 
community involvement in decision 
making. It was a textbook example 
of slimy political double talk and 
double dealing, and the selling out of 
our community on the part of the as-
semblymen who funded the project. 
Assemblyman Cymbrowitz, citing 
his strong opposition to the Board-
walk plan, had recently made bold 
statements that he would withdraw 
the funding when it needed to be re-
newed at the start of the new year, 
but now has decided to fund it going 
forward “on a month-to-month ba-
sis,” as though doing that makes one 
whit of difference. This, we were told 
by him, was so that the $10 million of 
state monies that funded this didn’t 
go back to the state, and so that, “we 
can continue the conversation.” Per-
haps he is interested in a meaning-
less coffee klatch, but the rest of us 
have better things to do and find his 
political jiujitsu quite appalling! 

Being sold out by one’s own 
elected representatives represents 
a new low point and serves to sabo-
tage our efforts. The residents of our 
Boardwalk communities will long 
remember who mislead them and 
were the enablers that allowed this 
plan to proceed Rob Burstein

The writer is president of the 
Coney-Brighton Boardwalk Alliance.

To the editor,
The Parks Department and As-

semblymen Cymbrowitz and Brook-
Krasny ignoring the interests of 
the local community to move for-
ward with their ridiculous plan 
to concrete the Boardwalk makes 
the kiddie rhyme “Liar, liar pants 
on fire” come to mind. Cymbrow-
itz and Brook-Krasny, who presum-
ably are representing the interests 
of their constituents, have repeat-
edly lied to us about their real posi-
tion. Noting that the local residents 
were vehemently against the Parks 
Department plan they wrote letters 
to the concerned parties telling us 
that they were in fact “hoodwinked” 
by the plan as much as we were and 
that they would defund the allocated 
monies as soon as it was up for re-
newal. Well that was a total pack of 
lies and Cymbrowitz, trying to play 
both sides of the fence, just said what 
he did to placate us, but did just the 
opposite when the time came. Cym-
browitz and Brook-Krasny should 
be made aware of the fact that this 
kind of back-stabbing will not go un-
rewarded when it is our time to vote 
for our next assemblymen. Shame on 
Steve Cymbrowitz and Alec Brook-
Krasny. Hey, maybe they have a posi-
tion for you both at the Parks Depart-
ment! Nelson Levine  
 Coney Island

To the editor,
Wow. It is rare that we get to see 

a political double-cross from a front-
row seat. Our community has been 
sold out by local Assemblymen Cym-
browitz and Brook-Krasny. Assem-
blyman Cymbrowitz appeared to be 
strongly opposed to the Boardwalk 
plan. He stated that he would with-
draw funding when it was to be re-
newed. Now he is going to fund it 
month to month. How does that help? 
Not at all. Meanwhile he reassured 
the Parks Department that he would 
go on funding the project, even 
though he declared the opposite to 
garner favor with the public. Now we 
have been sold out by the city and by 
our elected representatives. Council-
men Treyger and Deutsch have acted 
honorably and candidly in oppos-
ing this plan. They would have been 
powerful allies had Cymbrowitz and 
Brook-Krasny joined them. 

Let us remember the betrayal of 
these two elected officials. Let’s re-
member that for a long time. Readers 
should search “old Penn Station” on 
the internet. Take a look at a prime 

example of the glorious, graceful 
structures that get thoughtlessly 
destroyed and are lost forever. That 
is the fate of our beautiful, historic 
Boardwalk. Let us fight this destruc-
tion!   Alice Shechter
 Williamsburg

To the editor,
It is seldom that a politician can 

blatantly promise one thing and de-
liver another. But two seem to have 
done so, and it is clearly time for the 
public to ensure that their actions 
are remembered when election time 
rolls around again. 

Assemblymen Cymbrowitz and 
Brook-Krasny had both promised 
the community to preserve the 
Boardwalk by not funding the proj-
ect that would destroy it. They have 
now funded the project, acting as if 
a month-to-month approval had any 
impact other than to permit to con-
tinue a project they promised to op-
pose. Stuart K. Pertz
 Park Slope

To the editor,
We were asked to explain what it 

is that we want at the Parks Depart-
ment’s hastily arranged meeting last 
week. This was but one indication of 
how little actual community input 
has been sought by this agency with 
regard to a plan that has been un-
der protest for the last five years. We 
patiently explained that we want a 
Boardwalk free of any concrete, both 
with respect to the underlying sup-
port structure as well as the decking. 
We want an open-air support struc-
ture, as now exists. Having concrete 
slabs makes whatever board material 
is placed on top of it feel as though it 
were concrete, since there is no give 
possible. As a result, the many Board-
walk walkers and runners are denied 
the benefits afforded by a wood or 
wood-like decking material when it is 
placed directly on top of concrete.

Also, whatever decking mate-
rial is used, whether plastic or wood 
boards, they will be prematurely de-
stroyed by this design. This has al-
ready been seen in a section in the 
amusement area where the wood 
was placed directly on the concrete, 
and within a short space of time the 
wood was needing replacement. As 
the result of debris and precipita-
tion getting trapped and building up 
between the wood and the concrete 
under it, and with the normal freez-
ing and thawing, the wood or plastic 
boards will not come close to serving 

out their usual lifespan. It is too easy 
for the Parks Department to then 
claim that boards, of whatever mate-
rial, don’t serve well and thus decide 
to have them removed, and voila — a 
concrete “Boardwalk.”

Hurricane Sandy also provided 
evidence that the use of concrete at 
Ocean Parkway contributed to more 
erosion and damage to adjacent 
structures than did the nearby wood 
walkway. Also of note was the hole 
punched into the building on Bay 1 
by the concrete slabs from the path 
near the water.

Instead of advocating for this As-
semblymen Cymbrowitz and Brook-
Krasny engaged in a shameful dis-
play of attempting to justify allowing 
funds to be used for a project that 
Cymbrowitz only weeks ago declared 
that he would withdraw and thereby 
halt. They have infuriated many of 
their constituents. We expect better 
from our representatives and when 
there is another election we’ll try to 
get it. William Burg
 Coney Island

To the editor,
I was horrified to learn that Staten 

Island Republicans were planning to 
nominate Dan Donovan, the prose-
cutor who failed to get a grand jury 
indictment against the police officer 
who choked Eric Garner to death, as 
a replacement for Michael Grimm, 
our representative who just resigned 
from Congress in disgrace. If Dono-
van was unable to get an indictment 
in Staten Island in an obvious case of 
abuse and murder, how will he ever 
be able to get any legislation through 
Congress in Washington?

Thanks to gerrymandering, Bay 
Ridge and Gravesend have been 
forced to have a representative from 
Staten Island. We South Brooklynites 
deserve our own congressional dis-
trict and representative in Congress. 
We are not part of Staten Island!  Un-
fortunately, nothing is scheduled to 
be done about gerrymandering until 
2020. Why should we have to wait five 
years to get our own representative? 

We were defeated by Staten Island 
politicians in the last election and 
we ended up with a representative 
under criminal indictment. Now we 
are being offered an ineffective dis-
trict attorney as our next represen-
tative. We Brooklynites need to rep-
resent ourselves and choose our own 
representative.  
 Name withheld upon request 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
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o r w e g i a n 
playwright 
Henrik Ib-

sen once said “It 
is inexcusable for 
scientists to tor-
ture animals, let 
them make their 
experiments on journalists 
and politicians.” 

Con artist and ex-con-
gressman Michael Grimm 
is a textbook lab rat for be-
ing a tax, insurance, and im-
migration swindler and for 
staining the office of public 
service with his lies and de-
ceit. He is a common crook 
with an all-too-common 
story: a mediocre politician 
becomes a legend in his own 
mind. He abuses public faith 
and gets caught, but contin-
ues to whine about his in-
nocence until the erupting 
facts nip him on the arse. He 
blows more hot air — remem-
ber, he thinks he is invinci-
ble — before being forced to 
fess up and resign, as Grimm 
did last week. For an encore 
he wallows in the mud of self-
pity like a wounded hippo. 
Pshhaw.

Conniving Grimm, who 
faces up to 30 months in 
prison, played the high-
stakes game of defrauding 
the public like a pro, yet de-
nied the deplorable crimes 
detailed in his 20-count in-
dictment so vigorously that 
he threatened to hurl an in-
quiring reporter “off this f----
-- balcony” last year when the 
member of the fourth estate 
dared question him about it. 

The scoundrel belongs in 
Brooklyn’s political Hall of 
Shame alongside such mega-
lomaniacs as:

Corrupt Carl Kruger, a 
once-powerful New York State 
senator who was sentenced to 
seven years in prison in 2012 
for accepting more than $1 
million in bribes for political 
favors. “This will haunt me,” 
Carl blubbered to the judge, 
but stopped short of apologiz-

ing to the voters 
whose hopes he 
dashed.

 Pervert An-
thony Weiner, 
once a promising 
politician and a 
leading mayoral 

candidate who became a pu-
bic servant after texting lewd 
photographs of his bulging 
crotch to women who were 
not his wife in a 2011 “Groin-
gate” scandal that forced his 
resignation.

Dirty-old ex-assembly-
man Vito Lopez, ex-Demo-
cratic Party of Kings County 
chairman who resigned his 
seat after settling a lawsuit 
accusing him of groping in-
terns and urging them to go 
bra-less.

Michael Grimm joins 
their cruddy ranks for put-
ting self-interest above pub-
lic service without apology. 
He has mocked democracy, 
sullied justice, eroded public 
trust, and failed the people he 
pledged to serve. Stick a fork 
in him because Mikey’s done.

Follow me on twitter @
BritShavana

resident Obama tells us 
that by pulling “The In-
terview,” Sony made a 

mistake. Why wouldn’t he? 
With the possibility of ter-
rorism during a showing of 
the movie, there’s no risk in-
volved for him. He never goes 
to a public movie house. 

Bill Clinton once said, “The 
best perk in the White House 
is not Air Force One or Camp 
David or anything else. It’s the 
wonderful movie theatre I get 
here.”

Since being built way back 
during FDR’s third term, U.S. 
presidents, their families, 
and guests have viewed many 
thousands of Hollywood’s 
best. President Carter holds 
the record for the most films 
watched. During his one term 
in office my friend Jimmy 
watched 480 movies. 

So now President Obama 
thinks that the movie should 
be released and shown in 
regular movie theatres. Sure 
thing, my president. If Sony 
takes your advice and releases 
the movie in question, I prom-
ise to go see it provided you 
see it in the same theatre at 
the same time. I’ll buy the pop-
corn.

This is one of the many hy-
pothetical situations for those 
of you that agree with Sen. 
Feinstein’s speech about water 
boarding, sleep deprivation, 
walling and such. It is very 
likely that there are terror-
ists on our turf. Do we know 
for sure that there are terror-
ists on our turf that are ready 
to pounce? It’s a possibility. 
What would you suggest the 
CIA do if it caught a lone wolf 
and according to the amount 
of chemicals he purchased and 
has remaining, it became very 
likely that he manufactured 
and planted 10 IEDs in Brook-
lyn? Senators from the Golden 
State and the Grand Canyon 
State both believe that this ter-
rorist should be asked nicely 
where those explosives are. 
When he laughs, he should be 
asked again, and again, and 
again, until he divulges the in-
formation. Yeah, right! I don’t 
care if you refer to it as torture, 
enhanced interrogation or per-
suasive techniques. I also don’t 
give a damn how many fingers 
we have to cut off or how many 
teeth we have to pull. I say do 
whatever needs to be done to 
save American lives. And to 
you, Sen. Feinstein, you are 
now a very prominent member 

of the American Liars Club.

 Way back in the days of 
Uncle Miltie, from the mouth 
of Pitchman Sid Stone came, 
“You say you’re not satisfied? 
You say you want more for 
your money?” 

 Let’s go back to the era of 
the Red Brigade, the terror-
ist organization in Italy that 
was known for treason, sabo-
tage, murder, assassinations, 
kidnapping prominent peo-
ple, shooting kneecaps so that 
their enemies could no longer 
walk, and robbing banks to 
support their brand of terror. 

In 1981 the Red Brigade kid-
napped U.S. General James 
Dozier. To get information as 
to where he was being held the 
local constabulary captured a 
few members of the brigade, 
took them down into deep, 
dark basements, stripped 
them naked, and placed their 
genitals into a vise. With a 
few turns on the handle of the 
tool, the suspects sang loudly 
and clearly. Not only did their 
tune contain the hiding place 
of our kidnapped general, the 
refrains and choruses gave up 
the names and addresses of 
members of the gang. This led 
to the end of the Red Brigade, 
and, oh yes, the men who car-
ried out this horrible means of 
intensive interrogation were 
punished. Their superiors 
suspended them for five days. 
They served their suspensions 
at the beach. 

This, of course, brings us 
to a very important question: 
do the ends justify the means? 
I am StanGershbein@Bell-
south.net shouting abso-
freakin’-lutely!

NN Correspondent Kelly 
Wallace wrote a piece 
on spying on your child 

entitled “Is it okay to spy on 
your kids?”

Thanks for nothing! 
Hell yes it is okay to spy on 

your kids. Without a doubt. 
With the way social media is 
today, the nuts out there, and 
the lack of common sense in 
today’s kids, as sure as there 
are little green apples it is 
okay to know what is going on 
in your tween or teen’s life. 

Who are their friends? 
Who do they communicate 
with? Where are they going?

Every parent has to be vig-
ilant. And you can never be 
too vigilant. Too many chil-
dren, especially girls, are 
lured into dangerous situa-
tions by the criminal element 
that prays on the internet just 
trolling for an innocent to 
come along.

Far too many parents today 
are living their worst night-
mare when it comes to miss-
ing teens and other tragedies 
because of social media, or 
because they respected their 
child’s “right” to privacy.

And I learned from the 
best.

My parents had one 
thought when it came to my 
privacy: I didn’t have any. 

End of sentence. 
They wanted to know the 

five “W’s” every single day: 
Where are you, What are you, 
What are you doing, Who are 
you doing it with, and When 
are you coming home. There 
were a few “how’s” in there 
too, but the W’s were utmost 
on their “to-know list.”

Some experts think it’s an 
invasion of privacy and it’s 
wrong, or so says Lori Day, an 
educational psychologist and 
author of “Her Next Chapter,” 
a book about a mother-daugh-
ter book club. 

“It’s a good way of sabo-
taging your relationship with 

your child if you get caught,” 
she said.

I say “bupkiss!” 
My parents had no worries 

about invading any of my pri-
vacy or our “relationship.”

They had a very simple, 
compelling argument: “If you 
don’t do anything wrong, you 
don’t have anything to hide. 
Whatever you do and with 
whomever you do it with is un-
equivocally, without a shadow 
of a doubt, our business.” 

Day went on to say that she 
still feels bad about catching 
her mother reading her diary 

“I haven’t forgiven her for 
it,” she said. “I don’t want my 
children to feel the same way 
about me.” 

Boo-hoo!
My advice to Day is build a 

bridge and get over yourself.
Another mother, Janeane 

Davis, said it best when she 
stated, “Just as it is my duty 
to feed, clothe and shelter 
them, it is my duty to moni-
tor their behavior and protect 
them from potential harm.”

The piece also suggested 
that we change the word 
“spy” to “monitor.” 

Not for Nuthin™, these 
experts can call it whatever 
they want, but knowing what 
your child is up to is what I 
call being a good parent. 

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION

A BRITISHER’S
VIEW
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BRANCH:

’m madder than a skunk 
who accidentally sprayed 
his den when the wind 

blew too loud over the fact that 
this past holiday season I had 
Father Carmine (Believe it! 
He’s my priest) whispering in 
my ear to avoid the deadliest 
of the deadly sins — gluttony 
— while my nephew Anthony 
was preparing the seven fishes 
on Christmas Eve, which in 
my family somehow has been 
upgraded to 13 fishes!

Look, you all know the 
ol’Screecher can suck in krill 
like a humpback whale off the 
shores of the Rockaways, what 
with the baleen-like teeth I 
had my dentures designed as 
and my over-sized tongue, but 
that doesn’t mean — wait a 
minute. In fact, I guess it does 
mean that I’m in for an eter-
nity of suffering because of 
all the sinning I did on Earth 
when it comes to putting tasty 
things in my mouth and, even-
tually, on my hips.

So you can understand why 
I’m so pig-biting mad about 
all the bad news I’m forced — 
forced I tell you — to read and 
watch and listen to on the news 
and in the papers and on the 

radio when I’m supposed to be 
enjoying my time on earth so I 
won’t feel so bad when I’m do-
ing time in purgatory!

So I’ve got one word to de-
scribe this week’s column: 
Bah humbug!

That’s the way I feel every 
time I wake up in the morning 
and get bombarded with bad 
news from the second I pick up 
the newspaper delivered to my 

door. All this bad feeling has 
gotten me so upset, I’ve even 
coined a new word to describe 
the garbage I’m forced to put 
up with: “Grues-news!”

Now, I know what you’re 
thinking: “Carmine, you’ve 
done it again! It’s these short 
bursts of geniusness that keep 
me coming back to your col-
umn week after week after 
week!”

And to that I say, “You’re 
welcome!”

I’m sure youse know this 
feeling that outrages your 
senses. What in the world 
is happening to our world? 
“Grues-news” is not only hap-
pening, but spreading because 
it implants seeds of discontent 
to every sicko out there; with 
this indelible message: go out 
with a big bang! 

As more and more inno-
cents fall victim to these cra-
zies, our leaders are getting 
worse and worse (if that is at 
all possible) and its obvious 
that something’s gotta be done 
as of yesterday to thwart this 
administration’s stranglehold 
on law and order. 

Where is Commissioner 
Tom Selleck when we need 

him! Can we borrow his 
toughie cop son and ADA 
daughter? Heck, we’re so 
overwhelmed by crazies, let’s 
grab the whole Blue Blood 
family!

Meanwhile, I’ll take the 
Red Bull by the can and pro-
pose that for every grues-
news horror published, equal 
coverage be given for every 
good news happening, so that 
Charles Bronson vigilantism 
be emulated to regain our city 
from these peaceful freeload-
ing protestors who are obvi-
ously not working full time, 
all the time and with the vim 
and vigor of someone that 
gets paid time and a half and 
then double-time for overtime. 
Enough said!

I’m switching back to a jolly 
topic to spotlight my nephew 
Anthony’s 13 fishes feast 
scooped up from the seven 
seas that we devoured Christ-
mas Eve, with everybody tak-
ing home what couldn’t fit in 
their giant fridge.

I’m sure you’ve seen the 
menu on all the channels, but 
allow me to rethink, rehash, 
and remember what causes 
Christendom’s annual phe-

nomena of indigestion. Beauti-
fully set tables greet you with 
appetizers and drink. Two-
thousand years ago, everyone 
flocked to the stable to adore 
the Holy Family and the in-
fant Jesus in the manger and 
since then the world has never 
been the same.

On Christmas Day my son-
in-law Michael was tasked 
with serving tons of food to 
add to the belly what hadn’t 
been digested the night be-
fore. 

Again huge appetizers, 
salad and bread started the 
lifting exercise of bringing 
fully laden forks to your mouth 
while your eyes scanned 
the table to re-activate false 
“starving” hunger pangs. Vi-
cious cycle, isn’t it? There are 
no such things as calories dur-
ing Christmas feasts, because 
the joy of the holiday miracu-
lously burns them up before 
they can turn into fat. Para-
phrasing the gladiator motto, 
“We who are about to diet sa-
lute you with Brioschi and 
Alka Seltzer libations.”

Hoping your bellies shrink 
in the New Year! 

Screech at you next week!

BIG
SCREECHER

Expires 2/28/14 

BAY RIDGE 

SHEEPSHEAD BAY 

CENTRAL BROOKLYN 

BAY RIDGE MEDICAL COMPLEX 

HEARING CENTERS
DOCTORS OF AUDIOLOGY

LEFFERTS MEDICAL COMPLEX 

BROOKDALE UNIVERSITY 
HOSPITAL 

Expires 1/31/15.

hearing screening

LibertyHearingCenters.com

Call today to schedule your  
complimentary consultation!
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their backs on DeBlasio 
as he fi led in, and thou-
sands, including many 
from outside New York, 
 repeated the gesture out-
side of Ramos’s funeral . 
The latest protest comes 
amid an apparent work 
slowdown by police city-
wide, with offi cers writ-
ing more than 90 percent 
fewer summonses during 
the past two weeks than 
during the same period a 
year prior, according to 
 the Times . The same pe-
riod has seen drastic de-
clines across the board 
in parking tickets, ar-
rests, and criminal sum-
monses.

Police unions have 
been in contract nego-

tiations with City Hall 
since May.

At a press conference 
on Monday afternoon, 
DeBlasio and Bratton de-
nied the apparent slow-
down is a coordinated 
effort.

“At this time, I would 
not use the term slow-
down, which would in-
dicate it is an organized 
or comprehensive initia-
tive,” Bratton said.

The 90 percent drop 
in summonses amounts 
to “very few days in the 
middle of the holidays 
and in the middle of 
very extraordinary cir-
cumstances,” DeBlasio 
said.

The mayor said the 
display disrespected the 
offi cers who died, their 
families, and all police-
supporting New Yorkers.

“They were disre-
spectful to the families 
who had lost their loved 
one. And I can’t under-
stand why anyone would 
do such a thing in a con-
text like that,” he said. “I 
also think it’s disrespect-
ful to the people of this 
city who, in fact, honor 
work of the NYPD.”

Liu, 32, was a seven-
year veteran of the force 
who immigrated to the 
United States in 1994, 
Bratton said. The Po-
lice Department post-
humously promoted Liu 
and Ramos to detectives, 
he said.

The Council will 
vote whether to co-name 
streets in Dyker Heights 
and Queens for the slain 
offi cers sometime this 
month, offi cials an-
nounced.

Continued from page 18 

FUNERAL

BY VANESSA OGLE
Police are asking for the 
public’s help fi nding the 
man they say robbed a 
34-year-old woman at a 
Brighton Beach bank on 
Nov. 24. 

Authorities say the 
man watched the victim 
type in her pin number 
at an automated teller 
machine at a bank on 
Brighton Beach Avenue 
near Brighton Fifth 
Street at 6 pm. Police say 
the man waited until 
the victim left the bank, 
then used her pin num-

ber to withdraw $1,000 
from her account. 

The suspect was 
wearing a dark coat and 
hat. 

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding the 
incident is asked to 
call Crime Stoppers 
at (800) 577–8477. The 
public can also submit 
tips by logging onto 
the Crime Stoppers 
website at  www.nyp-
d c r im e s t opp e rs .c om  
or by texting tips to 
274637 (CRIMES) then 
entering TIP577.

CANDID CAMERA: Police are 
still looking for this man who 
they say withdrew $1,000 
from a woman’s bank ac-
count at a cash machine in 
Brighton Beach on Nov. 24.

Police: This guy robbed 
lady at cash machine 

in Brighton Beach

C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

Haym Salomon Home 
ADULT DAY CARE

“A great place for seniors who would like to remain independent”

Welcome to Haym Salomon Home  
Adult Day Care in Brooklyn
Haym Salomon Home provides a variety of  

health & social services:

Nursing  Alzheimer Program  Physical Therapy 
Nutrition  Social Services  Religious Services  Recreational Therapy 

Ongoing Health Maitenance and More

Welcoming 2 full meals Transportation door-to-door

Open 6 days a week from 9am–2pm & 2:30–7pm 
Fees: Medicaid & Private Payers Welcome

For info please call Emily at 718-864-0045

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

NY
PD
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ̂ Slight 
h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, 
tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ^Slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

A Lot of Luxury

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

2011 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
SPORT HSE

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #6400. 
43k miles. 

$39,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #8199. 
4k miles. 

 2013 MERCEDES S65AMG
$119,000

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3881. 
18k miles. 

2013 BMW 328i xDrive
$24,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 17K miles, stk 
#6101. TMU.

GL450
$32,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

G37
AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7774. 
8k miles. 

2012 INFINITI

$19,595
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES
Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 44K, Stk 
#8159.

GLK350
$19,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3824. 
14k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

2011 MERCEDES C300^

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 INFINITI M37
$22,995

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1237. 
27k miles. 

2011 MERCEDES E350
$22,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1318. 
15k miles.

MDX2011 ACURA

$21,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, 
p/s. Stk #1321. 48k 
miles. 

2011 MERCEDES ML350
$21,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5589. 
25k miles.

CAMARO2014 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #6879. 15k 
miles. 

$16,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2013 ACURA

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7918. 
17k miles. 

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

TL

CORVETTE2013 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #9700. 34k 
miles. 

$33,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 
situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for 

excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2012 Ford Fusion, 27k 1880 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515 $8,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 20k 1226 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND 
RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT 

SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $14,888 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400 
         MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,99520
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ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

$103BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 2595, 35k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

$139BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 42k miles, Stk#10534

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$15,995

'14 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

$22,995

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

$10,995
'12 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#1404

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$13,995
'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1034

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$21,995
'11 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$16,900

'12 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595

XXXX
DDDAAASSSHHH TTTHHHRRROOOUUUGGGHHH TTTHHHEEE SSSNNNOOOWWW

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2005 Chevy TrailBlazer, 81k J1066 $5,995

 2005 Ford Expedition, 122k 8789 $5,995

 2006 BMW X3, 128k A75616 $6,995

 2006 Toyota Rav 4, 114k 2554 $7,500

 2010 Ford Explorer, 82k 8301 $7,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $7,995

 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995

 2006 Honda Ridgeline, 135k 4629 $9,595

 2006 BMW X5, 85k Y39624 $9,995

 2004 Chevy Avalanche, 88k J1462     $10,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE 

 2007 Jeep Gr Cherokee, 98k J1091     $10,995

 2007 Toyota 4Runner, 86k 9610       $12,995

 2006 Cadillac Escalade, 100k 10464     $12,995

 2007 Toyota FJ Cruiser, 70k 62323     $16,995

1%
 IS ALL YOU PAY TO DRIVE AW

AY! W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  
EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! EASY FINANCING! ††

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766For Complimentary Pick Up
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EDUCATION

Touro College: a world of possibilities

Touro is an equal opportunity institution
For Touro’s complete Non-Discrimination Statement, please visit www.touro.edu

888.722.7166
Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens
www.touro.edu/nyscas

Get your undergraduate degree at Touro College’s 
New York School of Career and Applied Studies.

At NYSCAS we provide the support our students need to succeed, 
from the moment they enroll to the day they graduate.

And if graduate study is in your future, consider Touro’s graduate and professional schools:
Business, Education, Jewish Studies, Health Sciences, Law, Osteopathic Medicine, Pharmacy, Psychology, Social Work, and Technology.

apply online at 
apply.touro.edu

facebook.com/nyscasTouro
@nyscasTouro

R ight now as the second half of the 
school year gets into full swing, 
so does the peak fl u season.

Parents know that along with li-
brary books, art projects and work-
sheets, their kids often bring home 
a ton of germs. As students travel on 
the school bus, sit in the cafeteria, 
and participate in classroom studies, 
they can pick up viruses and bacteria. 
By simply touching their desks and 
lunch tables and swapping school sup-
plies with classmates, kids are likely 
to bring home germs from school, and 
then spread them to family members.

“Visiting Nurse Associations pro-
vide critical support in flu prevention 
through immunization clinics and 
providing educational resources to 
families, caregivers, schools and com-
munity centers,” said Tracey Moor-
head, president and CEO of the Visiting 
Nurse Associations of America. “With 
school back in session and flu season 
looming, it is important for parents to 
be aware of germs that can pass from 
school to home, and everywhere in be-
tween.”

Seasonal f lu activity can begin 
as early as October, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-

vention. That’s why it’s important 
for parents to start taking preventa-
tive steps to stop the spread of germs 
that can cause cold and f lu now, so 
they are prepared for f lu season 

when it is at its worst.
To keep kids healthier at school and 

prevent them from bringing viruses 
and bacteria home, follow these germ-
fighting tips:

The elbow cough
Teach kids to cough into elbows, not 

hands, since hands are more likely to 
spread bacteria and viruses through 
touch.

Reach for disinfecting wipes 
The CDC recommends disinfect-

ing surfaces and objects that may be 
contaminated with germs like the 
flu. It is important for parents to wipe 
germ hot spots around the house that 
are touched most frequently like door-
knobs, light switches, faucets, high 
chairs or plastic toys with a household 
disinfectant.

Make hand hygiene fun 
Make sure kids wash their hands 

the right way. They should wash fre-
quently with warm water and soap for 
at least 20 seconds (the time it takes 
to sing the “Happy Birthday” song 
twice).

Stay home when sick 
Schools can be petri dishes of learn-

ing. If possible, keep kids home from 
school when they are sick to help pre-
vent teachers and classmates from 
catching their illness. 

How to keep kids healthy this winter
EDUCATIONEDUCATION
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 Success starts with
 challenging our kids—
 and convention.
Apply now at:
 SuccessAcademies.org

Exceptional public education.
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HARBOR WATCH
Maj. Mary Clark, a UH-1N 
Huey instructor pilot and 
the 58th Operations Support 
Squadron’s assistant director 
of operations, knows what it 
takes to make a good helicop-
ter pilot.

Contributing to the grow-
ing Afghan air force, Clark 
trained pilots at Shindand 
Air Base, Afghanistan.

She prepared 20 student 
pilots, including three female 
members of the Afghan air 
force and male rotary-wing 
pilots, to fl y the Russian-
made Mi-17, and contributed 
to non-fl ying aspects of all pi-
lot training. 

The aviator had an op-
portunity to set an example 
for the Afghan women, she 
said, who were training to fl y 
fi xed-wing aircraft.

Clark said she hopes the im-
pact made by the mission she 
made her own for a year went 
beyond producing capable pi-
lots for the Afghan air force.

“We exposed one culture 
to another and did our best 
to create an avenue for ad-
vancement in their society,” 
she said.

Students trained by the 
58th Special Operations 
Wing are turned into combat-
ready special operations and 
rescue crew members who 
can make an impact in oper-

ations around the world.
Due to cultural restric-

tions on interaction between 
men and women outside 
the family environment, it 
helped the Afghan women 
to have a female instructor, 
Clark said. The women were 
not invited to evening study 
sessions male students would 
hold, and were somewhat on 
their own when coalition in-
structors were not holding 
a formal class. Clark was 
able to provide an avenue 
for them to get questions an-
swered and facilitate their 
self-study.

“If they had a question 
they would come to me,” 
Clark said said. “They felt 
more comfortable having a 
woman present during train-
ing.”

In addition to helping the 
women to adapt to the train-
ing environment, Clark acted 
as a role model.

“The women were all very 
motivated and competent. 
Despite facing signifi cant 
threats to their safety, they 
did well in their training,” 
she said. “These women were 
very brave to choose this ca-
reer path. I was happy to be 
able to be an example of pro-
fessionalism for them. I think 
it was important for them to 
see that a woman could be-

HARBOR WATCH
The U.S. Army Ranger School 
selected a Utah Guard member 
to become an observer/advisor 
(O/A) last November as part of 
a stepping-stone program for 
gender integration into the 
Army elite group of Rangers.

First Lt. Alessandra T. 
Kirby, platoon leader from A 
Company 489th Brigade Sup-
port Battalion in Spanish 
Fork, was selected for the O/A 
program after a grueling one-
week evaluation at Fort Ben-
ning from Nov. 9 to 15.

“I believe that every sol-
dier should be assessed based 
upon their full potential,” said 
Kirby, a resident of South Salt 
Lake, “not by their stature, or 
color of skin, or gender, [but 
rather] by the soldier’s ability 
to complete the mission.”

Many applied in response 
to the All-Army-Activity mes-
sage 221/2014 seeking female 
candidates to serve as O/
As for the Army Maneuver 
Center of Excellence Ranger 
Course Assessment to assist 
Airborne and Ranger Train-
ing Brigade cadre and iden-
tify requirements and consid-
erations for potential female 
integration.

Kirby and 45 other women 
were assessed on their poten-
tial to pass the rigorous Ranger 
Course with the Ranger Physi-
cal Assessment (49 push-ups 
in two minutes, 59 sit-ups in 
two minutes, 5-mile run in less 
than 40 minutes, and six chin-
ups), a 12-mile march in three 
hours, the Combat Water Sur-
vival Assessment, night and 
day land navigation, warrior 
tasks and drills, the Malvesti 
and Darby Queen Obstacle 
courses, and radio/weapons 
capabilities during the one-
week evaluation.

Thirty-one female soldiers 
emerged victorious with of-
fers to serve at the Ranger 
School from January to Sep-
tember 2015. Of the 31 selected, 
two were Army Reserves and 
only one was National Guard 

— Utah’s 1st Lt. Kirby.
“The Utah National Guard 

is very proud of 1st Lt. Kirby, 
not just as a woman break-
ing down barriers, but more 
importantly as an outstand-
ing soldier,” said Maj. Gen. 
Jeff Burton, adjutant general 
of the Utah National Guard. 
“We maintain an environ-
ment where our members are 
judged for their performance 
and achievement, not on their 
race or gender.”

These women will forge 
the way for female integration 
into the long-standing frater-
nity of Rangers as they iden-
tify the training, logistics and 
administrative changes re-
quired for course integration. 
All of these top-performers as-
pire to complete the challeng-
ing Ranger Course and be-

come Rangers themselves, but 
are acting on faith of a positive 
decision to occur no later than 
January 2016.

The Secretary of Defense 
will determine whether 
women will be permitted to 
become qualifi ed and to serve 
in other military occupational 
specialties that are currently 
closed to females.

“I want to be the best sol-
dier that I can be,” Kirby said. 
“Why not go to a school that 
can make me that best soldier? 
That’s how I see it.”

Kirby, no stranger to chal-
lenges and breaking barriers, 
was the fi rst female Guard 
member to advance to the All-
National-Guard Soldier level 
Best Warrior Competition in 
2011 when she represented 
Utah with honor.Continued on page 34

1st Lt. Kirby will be observe, advise Ranger school

Guard woman picked

Taking to the skies 
in Afghanistan

PAVING THE WAY: First Lt. Alessandra Kirby went through grueling train-
ing to become an observer/advisor as part of a stepping-stone program 
for gender integration into the Army elite group of Rangers. 
 Utah National Guard

TOP IN HER FIELD: Maj. Mary Clark instructs First Lt. David Shadoin 
during pre-fl ight procedures at Kirtland Air Force Base, NM. Jim Fisher
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HARBOR WATCH
Retired Army Sgt. Jason Smith 
deployed to southern Afghani-
stan in March 25, 2012, for an 
eight-month deployment; dur-
ing the halfway mark, on July 
25, 2012, an improvised explo-
sive device, or IED, detonated, 
causing severe injuries to 
Smith’s arms and hands, and 
amputation of both his legs.

After hearing his story, the 
staff and students from John 
Hersey High School, or JHHS, 
located in Arlington Heights, Il-
linois, decided that they wanted 
to do something to give back to 
Smith. On Nov. 11, the students 
started “Team Jason,” in con-
junction with STEPS2HOPE, 
an organization that rehabs and 
builds homes for wounded veter-
ans. A school effort began rais-
ing money to build a home for 
Smith and his family in the State 
of Georgia where they reside. 

“Mr. [James] Miks [JHHS 
teacher/coach] met Jason 
Smith during an honor for 
him at Northwestern [Uni-
versity], and he was so moved 
by his story that he wanted to 
help him out,” said Owen Con-
nor, senior at JHHS. “So we 
started fundraising for Jason 
to build him a new home.”

Carolyn Niersbach, a senior 
at JHHS, stated that generally 
the various student groups 
and organizations fundraise 
individually for their differ-
ent causes, but this effort for 
Smith brought the groups and 
organizations together in one 
combined effort.

“This fundraiser has come 
to be characterized by student 
initiative and we’ve seen a lot 
of our clubs and our student or-
ganizations all come together 
for one fundraising theme,” 
said Niersbach. “To all come 
together for Jason has been re-
ally important for our school, 
and we’ve seen it have a huge 

impact on the whole culture.”
The students began fund-

raising near Veterans Day on 
Nov. 11, 2014. They attempted 
fundraising by not just ask-
ing for donations, but trying 
to incorporate it in a fun man-
ner such as a gingerbread 
house-building competition, 
during basketball games, and 
throughout the student clubs. 

In about a month’s period, 
the students raised $18,000 to-
wards a home for Smith. 

“To me it is incredible that 
we were able to all come to-
gether as a school to raise that 
much money,” said Mili Pan-
dya, JHHS senior.

According to Connor, pre-
vious to the fundraiser for 
Smith, the students had just 
completed a canned food fund-
raiser, raising more than 
51,000 cans. 

“It’s amazing that we 
raised that much (for Smith) 

because a lot of students spent 
their own money on cans, buy-
ing cans,” said Connor. “After 
that, it’s amazing that we could 
raise this much money while 
everyone’s buying Christmas 
gifts, it’s amazing how much 
everyone gave.”

Following the fundraiser, 
the students and staff invited 
Smith to their school on Dec. 
19, to honor him and present 
him with a ceremonial check 
representing the $18,000 to 
build his home. An estimated 
2,000 students, staff and com-
munity members participat-
ing in Smith’s effort attended 
the ceremony at JHHS.

Army Reserve soldiers 
from the 85th Support Com-
mand, based in Arlington 
Heights, were also invited to 
participate in the ceremony 
honoring Smith.

Lt. Col. Craig Lanigan, 
Maj. Lawrence Reid, and Staff 

Sgt. Terence Barron came 
from the local Army Reserve 
unit in support of Smith.

“I came out today just to 
support a fellow soldier in 
what he’s been through,” said 
Barron, who has served on two 
deployments. “It’s always good 
to be around someone like that. 
It’s the fi rst time, for me, hon-
oring someone like this.”

Smith enlisted as in infan-
tryman in the U.S. Army in 
2009; previous to his 2012 de-
ployment, he served at Camp 
Casey, South Korea, and at 
Fort Lewis, Washington.

On July 25, 2012, Smith was 
conducting a class to members 
of the Afghan National Army 
when they heard an explosion. 
While initiating a battle dam-
age assessment, or BDA, a sec-
ond IED went off near Smith. 

“I did a back fl ip; I was con-
scious the whole time. The dust 
settled, [and] I called [out to] 

the soldier that pulled security. 
He was lying down. I thought it 
was him who got hurt so I tried 
to crawl to him, realizing that 
I couldn’t move; then I knew 
it was me. I didn’t realize how 
bad it was. I was on my stom-
ach at the time,” said Smith. 
“So I was kicking my feet (iden-
tifying) that I could feel them. 
It was cool. I was moving my 
hands. I saw [that] my hands 
were mangled up, [and] they 
looked pretty bad. My squad 
leader and saw gunner jumped 
up on me real quick. And they 
applied some tourniquets. 
They fl ipped me over and I lost 
my leg above my knee on my 
left leg, and [my leg] below my 
knee on my right leg.”

Following the injury, Smith 
spent near two months in the 
hospital and then followed 
with four and a half months in 
rehabilitation. 

“It was very tough, gruel-
ing to learn how to do every-
thing again,” said Smith. “The 
blast put me in shock. I [felt] 
more angry than anything. At 
the time of the impact, I was 
afraid that my girlfriend was 
going to leave me. [I thought] 
I was never going to be able to 
do certain things [again]”

Smith said this incident 
turned his life for the better.

“It’s probably the best 
thing that ever happened to 
me,” Smith said. “After my in-
juries, my girlfriend broke up 
with me, but I met [Lauren] my 
wife, last Christmas. We got 
married in September [2014], 
and we have a baby, Lila Gean, 
[that] was born in November. 
She’s fi ve weeks old. It’s the 
best thing that could have hap-
pened to me. You don’t know 
what could have happened [in 
Afghanistan]. The next day, 
I could have been shot. And I 
wouldn’t have had the oppor-
tunity to start my family.”

Wounded soldier receives a whopping donation to go toward his new home

High-schoolers help retired warrior

ONE BIG CHECK: Ret. Army Sgt. Jason Smith receives an $18,000 check from students at John Hersey High 
School in Arlington Heights, Ill. Sgt. First Class Anthony Taylor

come a pilot.”
In addition to adjusting to 

the culture, Clark had to ad-
just to a different aircraft.

To prepare for the mission, 
she had to learn how to fl y the 
Mi-17, which is very different 
from the UH-1N. Because the 
Mi-17 rotor spins in the op-
posite direction, it has a dif-
ferent fl ight control arrange-
ment, and it is much larger 

than the Huey.
“I got 35 hours in the Mi-

17 before I deployed,” Clark 
said. “And the transition was 
smooth. It was fun.”

Once Clark had established 
herself as a well-trained and 
skilled pilot, she gained cred-
ibility with male and female 
students alike.

The major also had to deal 
with not only the dangers in-
herent to the deployed environ-
ment, but the heightened alert 
following a spate of inside at-
tacks from Taliban members.

“It’s terrorists targeting 
their own people,” she said. 
“You had to be on guard, but 
you can’t be paranoid. A year 
is just too long to be paranoid.”

More traditional combat-
related threats called Clark 
into action. She took part in a 
rescue mission after a helicop-
ter was struck from an impro-
vised explosive device during 
a training mission, and some 
of her Afghan comrades were 
killed in the line of duty. This 
included a safety offi cer she 
had advised throughout her 

year there who was killed in a 
grenade attack a week before 
she left the country.

The female Afghan pilots 
Clark worked with also had to 
deal with constant dangers.

While on base, the women 
were protected, but it they 
could not wear their uniforms 
in public without making 
themselves a target of the Tal-
iban, Clark said.

A competent air force to de-
fend gains Afghanistan has 
made toward a free society 
will also translate into a more 

enlightened society in the long 
term, she said.

“You have to change an en-
tire generation,” Clark said. 
“Our presence as advisers, 
Airmen, and, in my case, as 
a woman, served to enlighten 
the younger generation of Af-
ghan soldiers we interacted 
with. This willingness to em-
brace a global perspective, 
coupled with the establish-
ment of national pride, is es-
sential for the country to de-
feat terrorist threats to their 
government and way of life.”

Continued from page

AFGHANISTAN
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P’Sloper makes art 
from old playthings

Artist Shu Ohno’s lifesize sculpture “Doodle #1403” at P339 gal-
lery in Williamsburg.  Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Toys Toys 
art usart us
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By Danielle Furfaro

Zlatne Uste is a folk band, 
but it doesn’t play Pete 
Seeger or Joan Baez 

tunes. 
The local 12-piece outfit plays 

the modern folk music of south 
and central Serbia, Macedonia, 
northwest Bulgaria, and northern 
Greece. In other words, it has got 
the Balkan beat. But the sound is 
a product of evolution rather than 
intention, explained one band 
member.

“Thirty years ago, there was 
an East Coast version of a brass 
camp where we went and all had 
so much fun, and we have been 
at it ever since,” said Zlatne Uste 
tuba player Emerson Hawley. 
“We have gradually conformed 
more and more to the Serbian 
ideal.”

On Jan. 16 and 17, the band 
will host its 30th Zlatne Uste 
Golden Festival, which it bills 
as part showcase, part ben-
efit, part Balkan Mardi Gras. 
Other acts on the bill of the 

two-day event, which takes place 
at Grand Prospect Hall in Park 
Slope, will include octogenarian 
Armenian-American clarinetist 
Souren Baronian, teen brass band 
Chochek Nation, and Moldovan-
born Montreal-based accordion 
virtuoso Sergiu Popa.  

Most of Zlatne Uste’s mem-
bers are not of Balkan descent, 
but they have traveled to the 
region six times to play and 
compete in folk music festivals 
since forming the band in 1983, 
Hawley said. The ensemble typi-
cally features trumpets, trom-
bones, f lugelhorns, and at least 
one saxophone, tuba, and a per-
cussionist. But when it is time 
for a competition, the group has 
to drop the sax, since the instru-
ment is not allowed. 

“It is a weird rule, because 
once it is time for the bands 
to go back into the clubs, there 
are always saxophones,” said 
Hawley. 

But, he said, Balkan folk 
music is all about being adaptive 

and going with the flow.
“A band picks up a tune, and 

soon everyone is playing it,” said 
Hawley. “Everyone plays what-
ever is popular and whatever the 

audience wants. We do not feel 
like we are copying, because 
everyone is copying.”

The 30th annual Zlatne 
Uste Golden Festival at Grand 

Prospect Hall (263 Prospect 
Ave. between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues in Park Slope, www.
goldenfest.org), Jan. 16 at 7:30 
pm, Jan. 17 at 6 pm. $35–$80.

Horns of plenty: Zlatne Uste has trumpets, trombones, flugelhorns, saxaphones, tuba, and drums. Balkan music lovers pack the 
dance floor at a previous Zlatne Uste festival. Valerie Trucchia

By Vanessa Ogle

Almost three centuries 
before Scrooge McDuck 
and his freeloading 

nephews, there was this guy.
The Brave New World 

Repertory Theatre is per-
forming the 17th century dark 
comedy “The Miser” at the 
Grand Prospect Hall through-
out January. French playwright 
Moliere penned the work in 
1668, but a spokesperson for the 
company said the show’s theme 
of greed is still very relevant on 
and off stage in 2015.  

“The play is surprisingly 
apropos for today — a harsh 
indictment wrapped in pastel-
colored candy coating,” said 
Shannon Sindelar, the producing 
artistic director for Brave New 
World.

“The Miser” centers on 
wealthy but frugal father 
Harpagon and his adult chil-
dren who, like many Millennials 
today, still live at home. But 
Sindelar said instead of help-
ing his kids, the tightwadded 
Harpagon heckles them during 
their adventures into adulthood. 

“Our contemporary take, re-
imagined as a fable about the 1 
percent and performed in modern 
dress, shines a spotlight on the 
economic dependency of a new 
generation of 20- and 30-some-
things still living at home with 

their parents and, consequently, 
under their thumb,” she said, 
adding that the theme is more 
relatable than ever for a large 
group of today’s young people 
and their parents. 

Also modernized is the pro-
duction’s music, which Sindelar 
described as “eclectic art rock, 
played on the piano.” And she 
said that while the play’s caustic 
dialogue has not been updated, 
it feels just as modern as the 
subject matter. 

“This was written in the 
1660s, but it has more a con-
temporary feel in the humor,” 
said Sindelar. “Our whole mis-
sion is to surprise our audience 
with unusual experiences that 
enhance the storytelling.”

“The Miser” at the Grand 
Prospect Hall [263 Prospect Ave. 
between Fifth and Sixth avenues 
in Park Slope, (212) 352–3101, 
www.bravenewworldrep.org]. 
Jan. 6–7, 13–14, and 20–21 at 7 
pm. $18–$25. 

Folk band Zlatne Uste brings 
Balkan fest back to Park Slope

Say a little Moliere for you: Caroline Ryburn as Frosine and Ezra Barnes as 
Harpagon during a rehearsal  of “The Miser” at Grand Prospect Hall in Park 
Slope.  Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Modern take on ‘The Miser’

HORN DOGS

By Max Jaeger

Winter weather is here, so 
let Bay Ridge’s myriad 
bar rooms swaddle you 

in their bourbon embrace! 
There is plenty to do this week-

end, so bundle up and get out 
there.

The sounds of the deep South 
will warm you on a cold Friday 
evening. Blues outfit Tomcat and 
the Whiskey Rats is firing off 
red-hot blue notes at Greenhouse 
Cafe (7717 Third Ave. between 
77th and 78th streets) at 10 pm.

On Saturday, you can do a 
good deed and get a little tipsy 
at the Police Families Matter 
Fundraiser at No Quarter (8015 
Fifth Ave. between 80th and 81st 
streets). The pirate pub is rais-
ing money for the Stephen Stiller 
Tunnels to Towers Foundation, 
which aims to gather $275,000 
to help pay slain officers Rafael 
Ramos’s and Wenjian Liu’s mort-
gages. Ten bucks at the door gets 
you a free shot, food, and raffle 
tickets. Do your part at 6 pm.

And just when you thought 
your night couldn’t get any more 
patriotic, head to the Leif Bar 
(6725 Fifth Ave. between 67th and 

Senator streets) for the blue-collar 
anthems of Bruce Springsteen trib-
ute band Saints in the City at 9:30 
pm.

On Sunday, get schooled in rock 
by a school administrator, an insur-
ance agent, and a criminal court 
judge as classic rock cover group 
Whippoorwill shakes, rattles, and 
rolls Hunter’s Steak and Ale 
House (9404 Fourth Ave. between 
94th and 95th streets). They do a 
mean Traveling Wilburys cover. 
Class starts at 5 pm.

Bundle up in Bay Ridge
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GRAND REOPENING

114 Bay Ridge Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11220

 | Mon.–Thurs.: 4–11 p.m.

MONDAY NIGHT

NOW OPEN FOR

SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS

Includes a Glass of Sangria or Margarita

PRIVATE PARTY ROOMS

Seafood Soup
Seafood Platter

(1/2 Lobster, Shrimp, Calamari and 

a choice of Tilapia or Salmon)

Tiramisu
Coffee or Tea

TUESDAY’S

We Deliver

Pizza
Hero’s Salads

Our Daily Lunch Menu Includes:   

We are now open Mondays
Join us For Lunch & Dinner

Seven days a week

Some Samples From Our Menu:
‘PPA CUMINCIARI / APPS

LE ZUPPE
ZUCCA LISCIA

N’ZALATE / SALAD
N’ZALATA DI BARBABIETOLE

MACCARUNA / PASTA

I SECUNNI / ENTREES

Closed Monday; 
Open for Dinner Tuesday – Sunday starting at 5pm

Saturday & Sunday Brunch 11 – 3

209 4th Ave. /corner of Union St./ 
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By Max Jaeger

After 20 years of dead air, 
they’re making noise again.

Legendary Southern 
Brooklyn rock band Dead Air is 
reuniting for one night only at 
Williamsburg venue the Grand 
Victory on Jan. 10. The trio is play-
ing at a goodbye party for some 
friends moving to San Francisco, 
members said. 

“This may be the only chance 
for people to see us play again,” 
said guitarist John LaMacchia, a 
Gravesender.

For fans who remember the 
band’s heyday, the reunion is a big 
deal. One Bay Ridge musician who 
grew up listening to the power trio 
said the group garnered an intense 
following in the 1990s for its raw 
energy and masterful genre-blend-
ing.

“They were light-years before 
their time,” said Justin Brannan, 
the guitarist of Brooklyn hardcore 
bands Most Precious Blood and 
Indecision. “These were hardcore 
kids playing something totally dif-
ferent, and it was stimulating and 
unique — it was as much Jane’s 
Addiction as it was CBGBs. It was 
very much a movement at the time. 
It was cult-like.”

LaMacchia, bassist Mike 
MacIvor, and drummer Wayne K. 
Banner-Schneiderman formed Dead 
Air in 1992. The friends were fresh 
out of high school and needed an out-
let to push their own musical bound-
aries, said Banner-Schneiderman, 
who lives in Sheepshead Bay. 

For nearly a decade, the three 
made a name for themselves in 
Southern Brooklyn’s once-thriving 
rock clubs. The first show was at 
the now-closed Crazy Country Club 
in Bay Ridge. Within a couple years, 
Dead Air was headlining L’Amour 
— the so-called “rock capital of 
Brooklyn” in Borough Park, where 
Metallica, Megadeth, and Twisted 
Sister cut their teeth before they 
became household names, members 
said.

“L’Amour was a very important 
place for us to play, and by ’94, we 
were headlining our shows and, if it 
didn’t sell out, it was pretty close to 
selling out,” LaMacchia said.

Not long after, Dead Air was 
drawing scores of fans at Manhattan 
punk mecca CBGB and as far east 
as Long Island. A bus once fer-
ried 70 Dead Air-heads to a show 
at the now-shuttered Ferrari’s on 
Long Island, according to an article 
published in the short-lived Long 
Island Voice.

But Dead Air never broke out of 
the regional scene, and the members 
disbanded in 1998 for other projects, 
said MacIvor, who lives in Carroll 
Gardens.

In the years since, the trio said 
they have seen Brooklyn’s music 
environment has change drastically. 
Indeed, many of the group’s old 
haunts are long-buried.

“We played lot of places that 
don’t exist anymore,” MacIvor said.

The focus has now shifted to 
Brooklyn’s Manhattan-adjacent 
neighborhoods — once a rock 
wasteland, he said.

“It’s funny, that whole landscape 
has completely changed,” MacIvor 
said. “One time Dead Air played a 
Polish club in Greenpoint, and it was 

a great time, but I remember people 
looked at us like we had 10 heads.”

But while the music scene is 
hitting fever pitch in hip neighbor-
hoods, folks south of the Park are 
still keeping the old spirit alive, the 
band members said.

“There is this DIY venue in 
Bensonhurst,” LaMacchia said 
referring to  borough newcomer 
Frank’s Basement . “Maybe that’s a 
glimpse into the future of what will 
be going on in Southern Brooklyn. 
Back in the day, in these neighbor-
hoods, rock was happening here.”

Dead Air plays the Grand Victory 
[245 Grand St. between Roebling 
Street and Driggs Avenue, (347) 529–
6610, www.thegrandvictory.com). Jan. 
10 at 7 pm. $10. 

’90s Brooklyn rockers Dead Air reunite

Air max: Above, bassist Michael Maclvor, drummer Wayne K. Banner-Schneiderman-
Banner, and guitarist John LaMacchia get ready for their reunion show. Below, a poster 
for a Dead Air show on Staten Island, circa 1993. Photo by Steve Solomonson

BACK ON AIR
By Trupti Rami

Heisenberg lives! 
A new 

exhibition at 
Bushwick gallery TSA 
is celebrating two very 
different men with very 
similar names: Walt 
Whitman and Walter 
White. “The Two States 
of W.W.,” which opens 
Jan. 9, is inspired by a 
pivotal scene in tele-
vision show “Breaking 
Bad,” when protago-
nist Walter White’s 
Drug Enforcement 
Administration agent 
brother-in-law finds 
White’s copy of 
Whitman’s famed poet-
ry collection “Leaves 
of Grass” with the 
inscription, “To my 
other favorite W.W.,” 
which incriminates him as the meth drug lord known 
as Heisenberg.

“Vince Gilligan, the show’s writer, had already 
woven ‘Leaves of Grass’ throughout the series, so this 
moment ties White and Whitman together for a tragic 
turn in ‘Breaking Bad,’ ” said Andrew Prayzner, who 
curated the show. “I liked that W.W. could embody two 
different people, but they are taken to be the same per-
son. The duality of W.W. was a metaphor that I wanted to 
use when thinking about living in two disparate regions 
and the psychological impact that it creates.”

Whitman was from New York, and White from 
New Mexico, so each of the 12 artists featured in “The 
Two States of W.W.” has spent time in both New York 
and New Mexico. One artist, Eric Amabe Garduno, 
coincidentally drew storyboards for the pilot episode of 
“Breaking Bad.” 

“If an artist lives, or has lived, in two very disparate 
places — in this case New York and New Mexico — 
they are especially sensitive to the differences in light, 
time, mass, and culture in each respective place,” said 
Prayzner. “I believe that experiencing such radical shifts 
has an impact on how one sees and how one approaches 
making an object.”

Visual artist Amanda Lechner, who grew up in New 
Mexico, created her painting for the show while listen-
ing to a “Leaves of Grass” audiobook. Titled “Delicious 
Flavin, Judd enough crunch!,” it depicts a moment 
observed in a New York City art gallery, featuring a gal-
lery attendant eating Doritos, flanked by the minimalist 
works of New York artists Donald Judd and Dan Flavin.

In putting together the show, Prayzner also looked 
at the long tradition of artists moving from New York 
to New Mexico. The list of transplants includes Mabel 
Dodge Luhan, D.H. Lawrence, Georgia O’Keeffe, and 
Richard Tuttle.

“I started to research how their work changed when 
they moved west. Turns out, there are lot of artists that 
have shared experiences in New York and New Mexico,” 
he said. “I would like the audience to consider how the 
artist’s environment affects their decision-making in 
their practice.”

“The Two States of W.W.” at TSA [1329 Willoughby 
Ave. #2A between Wyckoff and St. Nicholas avenues in 
Bushwick, (347) 746–8041, www.newyork.tigerstrikesas-
teroid.com]. Jan. 9–Feb. 15. Free.

Walt-ered states

Well versed: Amanda Lechner made 
this painting for “The Two States of 
W.W.” while listening to an audio-
book of “Leaves of Grass.” 
 Amanda Lechner

Art show inspired by 
Whitman and White
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TURKISH RESTAURANT 

Bet. Ave. Z & Sheepshead Bay Rd.

FREE DELIVERY 
11 AM–11 PM

$15 Mimimum depending on location

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
11 AM–MIDNIGHT

Special Occasions

SALADS
Sheepshead Salad ....sm. 6.50 ...... lg. 9.50
Garden Salad ...........sm. 6.50 ...... lg. 9.50
Feta Cheese .............EXTRA 1.75 ........2.50
Octopus Salad.................................13.50

SOUPS
Lentil Soup ........................................5.00
Chicken Soup ....................................5.00
Spicy Chicken (Hot) ...........................5.00
Cacik-Chilled Yogurt (Served Cold) .....5.00
Soup of the Day.......................................

Humus .............................................5.50
Eggplant Salad .................................. 5.75
Piyaz (White Beans) ..........................5.50
Baba Ghanoush ................................ 5.75
Spicy Ezme (Hot) ..............................5.50
Tabule ..............................................5.50
Mixed Eggplant ................................. 5.75
Russian Salad ...................................5.50
Stuffed Grape Leaves .........................5.50
Haydari (Lebne) ................................ 5.75
Beet Salad ........................................5.50
Pan Fried Eggplant (Served Cold) .......5.50
Mixed Appetizers .............................14.00

Manti (Turkish Dumplings) ............... 11.25
Fried Calamari ...................................9.25
Calf’s Liver ........................................8.25
Cheese Roll .......................................6.75
Spinach Borek ...................................6.50
Falafel Appetizers ..............................6.50

 

Lamb Gyro .........6.25 .......7.00 ..........7.25
Chicken Gyro .....6.25 .......7.00 ..........7.25
Grill Chicken.......6.25 .......7.00 ..........7.25
Shish Kebab ......6.75 ....... 7.25 ..........7.50
Chicken Kebab ...6.50 ...... 7.25 ..........7.50
Adana Kebab .....6.50 ...... 7.25 ..........7.50
Chicken Adana ...6.50 ...... 7.25 ..........7.50
Falafel ...............5.25 .......6.00 ........ 6.50

MEAT ENTREES
Lamb Gyro ...............sm. 10.00 ...lg. 12.75
Adana Kebab ...........sm. 10.00 ...lg. 13.75
Shish Kebab ............sm. 10.75 ... lg. 15.25
Iskender ......................................... 14.75
Mixed Grill ......................................24.00
Lamb Chops ...................................25.00

Chicken Gyro ...........sm. 10.00 ...lg. 12.75
Grilled Chicken .........sm. 10.00 .. lg. 13.50
Chicken Adana .........sm. 10.00 ...lg. 13.75
Chicken Kebab .........sm. 10.00 ...lg. 13.75
Chicken Chops ................................ 14.75

DESSERT
Baklava, Kadayif, Sheker Pare 
by the pound ...................................11.00
Pistachio Roll by the pound ..............12.50
Baklava ........................................... 3.50
Sheker Pare ..................................... 3.50
Kadayif ............................................ 3.50
Pistachio Roll ................................... 3.50
Rice Pudding ................................... 4.50
Brown Top Pudding .......................... 4.50
Tiramisu .......................................... 4.50
Chocolate Mousse Cake .................... 4.50
Chocolate Cheese Cake ..................... 4.50
Strawberry Cheese Cake ................... 4.50

Catering 
Menu

FOR 5 PEOPLE: $85
1 Large Shepherd
1 Humus 1 Eggplant
1 Cheese Roll
1 Liver
1.5 Lg. Shish Kebab
1.5 Lg. Adana Kebab

1.5 Lg. Chicken Kebab
2 Lt. Coke

FOR 10 PEOPLE: $155
2 Large Shepherd
1 Mix Eggplant
1 Humus
1 Beet Salad
1 Eggplant
2 Cheese Rolls

FOR 15 PEOPLE: $225
3 Large Shepherd
1 Hummus
1 Eggplant Salad
1 Russian Salad
1 Beet Salad

15 ps. Cheese Rolls
15 ps. Falafel Balls
15 ps. Stuffed Grape Leaves
2 Lg. Shish Kebab
2 Lg. Chicken Kebab

2 Lg. Adana Kebab
2 Lg. Gyro
2 Lg. Grilled Chicken
2 Lg. Chicken Adana
3 x 2 Lt. Coke

2 Livers
2 Lg. Lamb Gyro
2 Lg. Adana
2 Lg. Chicken Kebab
2 Lg. Shish Kebab
2 x 2 Lt. Coke TURKISH RESTAURANT

DONE ON PREMISES

St. Luke’s Theatre, 308 W 46th St    

Telecharge.com �  212.239.6200 �  SistasTheMusical.com
Special rates for groups call 212.977.5925

A joyful 
musical 

celebrat
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of life, 
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“Sweet & Sassy!”  
- NY Times

“A Winner!”  
- NY Beacon
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FRI, JAN. 9

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, “TOXIC PSALMS”: 

Vocal theater women’s 
ensemble Carmina Slo-
venica channels ancient 
and modern cultures. $20. 
8 pm. St. Ann’s Warehouse 
[29 Jay St. between John 
and Plymouth streets in 
Dumbo, (718) 254–8779], 
www.stannswarehouse.
org. 

MUSIC, CALIFORNIA KING: 
Free. 9 pm. BAM Cafe (30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org/programs/
bamcafe-live. 

MUSIC, SLICK RICK, AMY 
LYNN AND THE GUN 
SHOW: $15. 6 pm. Brook-
lyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. 
between N. 11th and N. 
12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

OTHER
BINGO: Presented by Lu-

theran Family Health Cen-
ters’ Services for Older 
Adults. Free. 1–3 pm. 
Sunset Park Neighborhood 
Center (4520 Fourth Ave. 
at 45th Street in Sunset 
Park). 

SAT, JAN. 10

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “INNOCENT 

DIVERSIONS, A CHRIST-
MAS ENTERTAINMENT 
WITH JANE AUSTEN 
AND FRIENDS”: Theater 
2020 presents a fi ctional 
glimpse into Jane Austen’s 
life on an evening in 1803, 
at a party with her family.  
Free. 2:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Heights Library (280 Cad-
man Plaza West at Tillary 
St. in Brooklyn Heights), 
www.theater2020.com. 

MUSIC, EMEFE, NO BS! 
BRASS BAND, COCEK! 
BRASS BAND: $15 ($12 in 
advance). 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

OTHER
TALK, FREE CITIZENSHIP 

COURSE: A course on nav-
igating the citizenship pro-
cess, offering in-class help 
with paperwork and legal 
questions. Free. 10 am–
noon. Brooklyn Public Li-
brary’s Kensington Branch 
[4207 18th Avenue at Web-
ster Avenue in Kensington, 
(718) 436–0545]. 

ART, “YES/NO” OPENING 
RECEPTION: Artist Lena 
Lapschina presents a spa-
tial installation of two light 
objects produced from six-
teen standard fl uorescent 
tubes. Free. 7–9 pm. Open 
Source Gallery [306 17th 
St. at Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (646) 279–3969], 
www.open-source-gallery.
org. 

SUN, JAN. 11

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, ROBERT SIROTA: 

Saint John’s composer-in-
residence gives a monthly 
concert. Free. 3 pm. St. 
John’s Episcopal Church 
[139 St. John’s Pl. between 
Sixth and Seventh avenues 
in Park Slope, (718) 783–
3928], www.saintjohns-

brooklyn.com. 

OTHER
ANNUAL BLOOD DRIVE: 

East Midwood Jewish Cen-
ter’s annual holiday blood 
drive. Free. 9 am–3 pm. 
East Midwood Jewish Cen-
ter [1625 Ocean Avenue 
between avenues K and 
L in Midwood, (718) 338–
3800], www.emjc.org. 

BUILD A BIRD FEEDER: All 
supplies provided. Learn 
about winter birds, what 
they like to eat, then build 
a feeder from recycled 
materials. Registration 
required. Free. 1 pm. Salt 
Marsh Nature Center [3302 
Avenue U in Marine Park, 
(718) 421–2021]. 

MON, JAN. 12

OTHER
READING, ANYA KAME-

NETZ: Journalist reads 
from her new book “The 
Test,” about standard-
ized-testing. Free. 7 pm. 
BookCourt [163 Court St. 
between Pacifi c and Dean 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
875–3677], www.book-
court.org. 

READING, KIM ADDONIZIO, 
KATIE BRYUM, AND 
DIANA WHITNEY: These 
three poets will share the 
stage to share from their 
latest works. Free. 7 pm. 
Pacifi c Standard [82 Fourth 
Avenue between Warren 
and Dean streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 858–1951], 
www.pacifi cstandard-
brooklyn.com. 

TUES, JAN. 13

OTHER
FILM, “THE AFRICAN AMER-

ICANS MANY RIVERS 
TO CROSS — MAKING A 
WAY OUT OF NO WAY”: 
Second of a three-part 
screening of PBS’s series. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

COMEDY, CHEAP DATE 
COMEDY SHOW: College 
Humor’s Sharon Paul and 
TBS’s Calvin Cole hosts 
this comedy show with 
stand-up and free snacks. 
$5. 7:30 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

WED, JAN. 14

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, RJD2, FAT TONY: 

$20. 6 pm. Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
963–3369], www.brooklyn-
bowl.com. 

OTHER
READING, PAMELA KATZ: 

Reading from her book 
“The Partnershipp,” which 
portrays the relationship 
between s singer and 
songwriter in Weimar Ger-
many, with a musical per-
formance by Karen Kohler. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliott Place 

COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

FRI, JAN. 9
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. PHILADEL-
PHIA 76ERS: $30–
$3,000. 7:30 pm. 

MON, JAN. 12
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. HOUSTON 
ROCKETS: $55–$3,000. 
7:30 pm. 

WED, JAN. 14
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. MEMPHIS 
GRIZZLIES: $20–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JAN. 17
SPORTS, LIU BROOK-

LYN BLACKBIRDS VS. 
MOUNT ST. MARY 
BLUE KNIGHTS: $15–
$25. 11:45 am and 2 pm.

SPORTS, BROOKLYN 
NETS VS. WASHING-
TON WIZARDSS: $35–
$3,000. 8 pm.

SUN, JAN. 25
MUSIC, LINKIN PARK: 

$69.50–$98.50. 7:30 pm. 

MON, JAN. 26
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. PORTLAND 
TRAILBLAZERS: $35–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

THURS, JAN. 29
MUSIC, CHRIS BROWN 

WITH TREY SONGZ 
AND TYGA: $69.75–
$150.75. 7:30 pm. 

FRI, JAN. 30
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. TORONTO 
RAPTORS: $20–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, JAN. 31
MUSIC, IGOR KRUTOI 

GALA CONCERTA: 
Composer is joined by 
Russian singers includ-
ing Filipp Kirkorov, 
Kristina Orbakaite, Irina 

Allegrova, and Valeriy 
Leontiev, and more. 
$65–$955. 7 pm. 

MON, FEB. 2
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. LOS ANGE-
LES CLIPPERS: $35–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

FRI, FEB. 6
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. NEW YORK 
KNICKS: $95–$4,000. 
7 pm.

FRI, FEB. 13
SPORTS, BBVA COMPASS 

RISING STARS CHAL-
LENGE: The NBA’s top 
rookies and sopho-
mores compete against 
each other. $22–$87. 
9 pm.

THUR, FEB. 19
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: $15–$65. 7 
pm.

FRI, FEB. 20
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 11 am, 3 pm, 
7 pm. See Friday, Feb. 
19.

SAT, FEB. 21
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 11 am, 3 pm, 
7 pm. See Friday, Feb. 
19.

SUN, FEB. 22
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 11 am, 3 pm, 
7 pm. See Friday, Feb. 
19.

and S. Portland Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (718) 246–
0200], greenlightbook-
store.com. 

THURS, JAN. 15

PERFORMANCE
DANCE, “SWAN LAKE”: Per-

formed by the Mariinsky 
Ballet Theatre Company. 
Starting at $30. 7 pm. BAM 
Howard Gilman Opera 
House (30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “THE MEETING”: 
A play depicting a secret 
meeting between Mal-
colm X and Martin Luther 
King, Jr., highlighting their 
ideological differences 
but common understand-
ing of the plight of Black 
America. $25. 7:30 pm. 
Kumble Theater at Long 
Island University [DeKalb 
and Flatbush avenues in 
Downtown, (718) 488–
1624], www.brooklyn.liu.
edu/kumbletheater.

FRI, JAN. 16

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, BRUCE IN THE USA: 

Tribute to Bruce Spring-
steen and the E Street 
Band. $20. 6 pm. Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. 

OTHER
ART, “COME CLOSER TO 

ME” OPENING RECEP-
TION: Patrick Jacob’s 
exhibition features sculp-
ture, printmaking, and an 
installation. Free. 7–9 pm. 
Pierogi Gallery [177 N. 
Ninth St. between Bedford 
and Driggs avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 599–2144], 
www.pierogi2000.com. 

SAT, JAN. 17

PERFORMANCE
DANCE, DESTINY: The Res-

toration Dance Theatre 
dance company celebrates 
the life and times of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. $15 
and $20. 7 pm. Kumble 
Theater at Long Island 
University [DeKalb and 
Flatbush avenues in Down-
town, (718) 488–1624], 
www.brooklyn.liu.edu/
kumbletheater.

DANCE, WILLIAM PARKER 
AND THE TONE MOTION 
THEATRE: A tribute to 
the late Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr and the fi fth part 
of Parker’s work “Flower in 
a Stained Glass Window,” 
performed by chamber 
group the Transforma-
tional Music Ensemble. 
$15–$25. 8 pm. Roulette 
(509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill), 
ww.roulette.org. 

OTHER
FILM, “OUR FRIEND, MAR-

TIN”: Animated fi lm uses 
historical footage of the 
civil rights leader Martin 
Luther King Jr. Free with 
Museum admission. 12:30 
pm. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue 
in Crown Heights, (718) 
735–4400], www.brook-
lynkids.org. 

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

La di da di he likes to party: Slick Rick celebrates his 50th 
birthday with a show at Brooklyn Bowl on Jan. 9. 
 Andrew Fennell / Slick Rick Archives

Special delivery: The Nets takes on the 76ers at Barclays 
Center on Jan. 9. Associated Press / Chris Szagola
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“STARTLING, BEAUTIFUL 
& HAUNTING!”  

- TheaterMania

PERFORMANCES BEGIN 
JANUARY 14  

WIESENTHALTHEPLAY.COM 

ACORN THEATRE at THEATRE ROW 410 West 42nd Street

“A MUST-SEE!”
WABC

Telecharge.com or 212-239-6200  

Performances Thru February 22

New York Post

“ ”“ ”

�������	�
�	��

“HEARTFELT & DEEPLY MOVING. 
With humor and a hopeful note, Tom Dugan’s 

90-minute play makes history come alive!”

“POWERFUL 
& INSIGHTFUL! 

These stories are 
heartbreaking 
 and beautiful.”

The New York Times

&

&

HUNTER’S 
STEAK & ALE HOUSE

9404 4th
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BENSONHURST

Standing O puts out the welcome 
mat for Alexander Balko, who as-
sumed the reigns as the new chief ex-
ecutive offi cer of the Metropolitan 

Jewish Health System — an agency 
established by four Brooklyn ladies in 
1907. 

Alexander could not be more appre-
ciative of the position.

“I am thankful to the Board of Di-
rectors for giving me this opportu-

nity,” he said. 
The vision-

ary is looking 
ahead to build-
ing upon the 
mission-driven 
orga ni zation 
and addressing 
challenges in a 
rapidly chang-
ing health care 
landscape with 
new and inno-
vative ideas 

that require fl exibility while deliver-
ing solutions with compassion, dig-
nity, and respect, he added.

“We are experiencing an extraordi-
nary period of change for provider and 
managed care organizations,” he said.

Standing O pal Eli Feldman, who 
headed the organization for the past 36 
years and now will act as an advisor to 
its various initiatives, told Standing 
O that he had the distinct pleasure of 
working alongside Alex for nearly 16 
years and witnessed his “numerous 
contributions” to the organization.

“I have total confi dence in Alex’s 
ability to take M.J.H.S. to the next 
level,” he said.

Standing O has total confi dence, 
too, and wishes Alexander Balko a 
long and successful leadership. 

Metropolitan Jewish Health Sys-
tem [6323 Seventh Ave. at 63rd Street in 
Bensonhurst, (718) 921–8800].

MIDWOOD

Hip, hip hooray!
Three cheers to Dr. Michael 

Horowitz for his initiation into the 
American College of Surgeons. Dr. 
Horowitz was among 1,640 inductees 
from around the world to be admitted 
to the prestigious fraternity. 

As a fellow, Dr. Horowitz may now 
use the Fellow American College of 
Surgeons suffi x, but in order to do so 
he had to meet a stringent criteria, in-
cluding completing advanced training 
in one of 14 surgical specialities, grad-
uating from a college-approved medi-
cal center, and demonstrating ethical 
fi tness and professional profi ciency.

Dr. Horowitz certainly meets them 
all. He received his medical doctor-

ate from the New York State Univer-
sity Hospital at Downstate in 2007, has 
been in practice for more than the one 
year requirement, received approval 
from the Board of Regents, and is a 
member of the American Society for 
Surgery of the Hand. 

Standing O gives this hand surgeon 
a big hand and offers him congratula-
tions. 

Center for Hand Disorders [1414 
Newkirk Ave. at Rugby Road in Mid-
wood, (718) 208–4247]. 

COBBLE HILL

New boss
Say “hey” to new Community 

Board Six chairman Gary Reilly. 

The New Jersey native moved to Carroll 
Gardens in 2007 with wife Mia to raise 
his family and volunteer in his adopted 
community. And boy are we glad he did. 

Gary, the fi rst in his family to attend 
college, graduated and went on to re-
ceive his law degree at Rutgers Univer-
sity. He initially specialised in environ-
mental and land-use law, but he is also 
experienced in corporate matters. 

Gary joined the Carroll Gardens 

Neighborhood Association and was 
appointed to the community board 
where he served in the Transportation 
Committee. 

Shout-outs also to new appointees 
Sayar Lonial, fi rst vice chairperson; 
Pauline Blake, second vice chairper-
son; Airel Krasnow, secretary; and 

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

GRAVESEND

The Colonel David Marcus 

Playground on E. Fourth Street and 
Avenue P in Gravesend is ready for 
its close-up. The much-needed face 
lift included the renovation of fi ve 
handball courts, a basketball court, 
new benches, fi xed fences, and ac-
cessible drinking fountains — and 
it’s all thanks to Councilman David 
Greenfi eld (D-Bensonhurst). 

The green-pocketed representa-
tive was joined in the ribbon cutting 
on Dec. 30 by Tony Rosa, Parks and 
Recreation manager; Elizabeth Er-

nish, Michael Lavery and John 

Mattera, staff members; Christo-

pher Yandoli, outreach coordina-
tor; Yidel Perlstein, chairperson 
of Community Board 12; Kevin Jef-

frey, borough parks commissioner; 
Marc Bien-Aime, resident engi-

neer; and Thomas Hun and Frank 

McMorrow, supervisors.
The do-gooding rep was happy to 

oblige and put up the $850,000 for the 
retro that turned a sight for sore eyes 
into one heck of a sight for seniors, 
children, b-ball players, and other 
outdoor enthusiasts, while looking 
to implement more enhancements.

“I look forward to working with 
the Parks Department on the next 
improvements to Colonel David Mar-
cus Park,” said Councilman Green-
fi eld.

Commissioner Jeffrey says he’s 
on board.

“Colonel David Marcus Play-
ground is a vital center for commu-
nity fi tness and recreation, and will 
continue to see even more upgrades 
in the coming year,” he said.

Standing O can hardly wait for 
phase two.

FLATBUSH

Doc honored
Put your hands together for 

Dr. Scott Miller, who was hon-
ored by the Queens Sickle Cell 

Advocacy Network at a gala 
awards banquet. 

Dr. Miller is a professor of clin-
ical pediatrics and chief of the Di-
vision of Pediatric Hematology-
Oncology at State University 

New York Downstate Medical 

Center. Dr. Miller was presented 
the accolade for his time spent 
in the clinical care and clinical 
research of sickle cell disease. 
Standing O pal Scott doesn’t let 
any grass grow under his feet. He 
is the author of more than 100 pa-
pers, and is listed in the Best Doc-
tors in the New York Metro Re-
gion since 2000, Best Doctors in 
America since 2007, and a recipi-
ent of the State University of New 
York’s Chancellor’s 2012 Award 
for Scholarship and Creative Ac-
tivity. 

In his spare time (LOL) he 
serves on numerous departmen-
tal, hospital, and college of med-
icine committees, and is chair-
man of the Academic Promotions 
Committee of the College of Medi-
cine and the Kings County-Uni-
versity Hospital Ethics Commit-
tee. 

Now the good doctor can add a 
Standing O to his list of achieve-
ments.

University Hospital, SUNY 
Downstate [450 Clarkson Ave. at 
New York Avenue in Flatbush 
(718) 270–1000].

Shiny new park renovations

Healthcare service gets new boss

Jerry Armer, treasurer. 
Standing O sends warm welcome 

to the new chairman and fellow board 
members, and wishes all a long and 
prosperous tenure.

Community Board Six [250 Baltic St. 
at Court Street in Cobble Hill, (718) 643–
3027]. 

BOROUGH WIDE

Deepest sympathy
Staff and management at Cou-

rier Life Publications and Commu-
nity News Group offer our sincere 
condolences to long-time staff pho-
tographer Steve Solomonson on the 
passing of his mother Marion Solo-
monson. 

SNIP, SNIP: Joining Rep. David Greenfi eld in snipping the ribbon, from left, Tony Rosa, 
Michael Lavery, Christopher Yandoli, Hyidel Perlstein, Kevin Jeffrey, Marc BienAime, 
John Mattera, Thomas Hun, Elizabeth Ernish and Frank Morrow. Photo by Daniel Avila
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• ‘It all starts with your 
routine and your work 
ethic.’

• ‘They are young 
kids and they will 
get better.’

BY MICHAEL RANDAZZO 
If this is the year St. Francis 
College captures its fi rst-ever 
Northeast Conference men’s 
basketball title, it can point 
to a home win over Bryant as 
the fi rst step on the road to the 
crown.  

After coming from 18 points 
down late in the fi rst half to 
win the conference opener at 
Sacred Heart, the Terriers 
dominated from start to fi n-
ish in a 63–47 victory on Jan. 5 
in Brooklyn Heights, keeping 
Bryant’s Dyami Starks — the 
conference’s top scorer — in 
check 

St. Francis — the top vote-
getter in the Northeast Con-
ference preseason coaches’ 
poll — opened conference play 
with two wins for the fi rst 
time since 2011.

With star forward Jalen 
Cannon experiencing a rare 
off night, teammates Brent 
Jones and Tyreek Jewell car-
ried the St. Francis offense, 
with Jewell delivering a game-
high 15 points. Junior Amdy 
Fall led a suffocating defense 
that limited Starks to fi ve 
points and his team to just 
32-percent shooting, and held 
Bryant to its second-lowest 
point total of the season.

“You’d better go hard start 
to fi nish with them, because 
they’re very good and that kid, 
Starks, he can get going at any 
time,” said St. Francis coach 
Glenn Braica. “What we held 
Starks to, I never thought we 
could do that.”

Fall was a force in front of 
the basket as he tallied four 
of the Terrier’s seven blocks 
and gathered a team-high 10 
rebounds.

“He changes the game with 
his shot-blocking ability,” Bra-
ica said. 

After a slow start that saw 
St. Francis lose an early 8–7 
lead when Bryant tied the score 
at 9–9, the Terriers exploded 
for 22 of the next 24 points to 

move ahead 31–11 on its way to 
a 34–20 halftime lead. 

St. Francis held the Bull-
dogs to seven fi eld goals in the 
fi rst half, and limited Starks, 
who averages almost 20 points 
a game, to a single three-point 
bucket.

In the second half, Bryant 
closed to 54–45 with six min-
utes remaining on a three-
pointer by Hunter Ware, 
who led the Bulldogs with 13 
points. On the next Terrier 
possession, Fall jammed home 
a Cannon miss to extend his 
team’s lead to 11. Bryant (4–7, 
1–1) never got closer than 12 
points.

After opening the season 
with fi ve straight losses, St. 
Francis (8–7, 2–0) has now tal-
lied fi ve-straight wins.

Cannon contributed eight 
points, seven rebounds and 
two blocked shots. Brent Jones 
scored 13 points while dish-
ing out six assists, including 
career assist number 500. It 
leaves him 31 helpers behind 
former Terrier Greg Nunn 
(534) for the program’s all-
time record. 

Jones is also closing in on 
another milestone. He’s 145 
points from being the fi rst 
player in St. Francis history 
with 1,000 points and 500 as-
sists. Like a true point guard, 
the Brooklyn native is only 
concerned with what it takes 
to win. 

“I expect more from my-
self,” Jones said. “My goal 
right now is to win a champi-
onship for St. Francis.”

BY NICOLAS DIUNTE 
For two Long Island Univer-
sity baseball alums, their 
work ethic is the differ-
ence between making it and 
striking out.

On New Year’s Eve, when 
most 20-somethings were 
getting ready for a night out 
on the town, James Jones 
and John Ziznewski were 
hard at work training for 
the upcoming season.

Both are diligently pre-
paring to improve on their 
2014 campaigns which were 
marked by a series of fi rsts 
for the former Blackbirds. 
Jones fi nished his fi rst sea-
son in the major leagues 
with the Seattle Mariners, 
narrowly missing the Amer-
ican League Wild Card by 
one game. Ziznewski, an 
eighth round selection of 
the Chicago White Sox, com-
pleted his fi rst season as a 
pro with the club’s rookie 
league team in Great Falls, 
Montana. So why were they 
hacking away at baseballs 
at Long Island University 

when most of their peers 
were out ringing in 2015?

“I want to go out there 
and play to the best I can,” 
Jones said. “All I can do is 
prepare and just make it 
hard on the [Mariners] staff 
out there and see where it 
lands for me.” 

Ziznewski was even 
more motivated by watch-
ing the newly minted major 
leaguer train so hard. 

“It’s a process,” 
Ziznewski said. “I’ve got to 
be patient. It all starts with 
your routine and your work 
ethic. Everyone has talent, 
but if you have work ethic, 
that’s the biggest thing.”

When the Mariners had 
two injuries during the fi rst 
week of the season, Jones 
was quickly called up from 
AAA in Tacoma. It was the 
culmination of a life-long 
pursuit of a Brooklyn base-
ball phenom who started in 
the sandlots for the Brook-
lyn Bonnies at age 7. 

“It was a dream come 

— Former LIU baseball star John Ziznewski 
on making it as a professional ballplayer

— Loughlin head coach Ed Gonzalez 
on his young team’s future

HOMECOMING: Former Long Island University baseball stars, left, 
John Ziznewski and James Jones worked out at the school during the 
holidays.  Photo by Nicholas Diunte

HEADING UP COURT: Tyreek Jewell brings the ball up court against Bry-
ant in Monday’s game. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

No vacation for 
former Blackbirds 

baseball stars 

Terriers bite Bryant 
for 5th-straight win

Continued on page 46
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I saiah who?
The Seton Hall men’s 

basketball team’s New 
Year’s Eve clash with St. 
John’s was supposed to be 
about former Abraham Lin-
coln star Isaiah Whitehead 
taking on the Red Storm 
program he spurned during 
his recruitment. 

All of that changed just 
days before the contest 
when Whitehead was ruled 
out with a stress fracture in 
his foot. That gave another 
Brooklyn star a chance to 
leave his own mark on the 
budding local college hoops 
rivalry. 

Former Bishop Loughlin 
star Khadeen Carrington, 
a freshman at Seton Hall, 
turned in a superb per-
formance in a 78–67 vic-
tory over No. 15-ranked St. 
John’s at the Prudential 
Center last Thursday. The 
guard scored 11 points off 
the bench, took two impor-
tant offensive fouls, and 
did an excellent job guard-
ing St. John’s star D’Angelo 
Harrison, one of the Big 
East’s best players.

“Khadeen jumped in and 
played the best he played all 
year,” said Seton Hall coach 
Kevin Willard.  

It was no coincidence 
that his best performance 
yet came against local rival 
St. John’s. Carrington said 
he was motivated by pre-
season comments made by 
Red Storm guard D’Angelo 
Harrison that he and the 
team didn’t consider the Pi-
rates a rival. 

“It was the way they 
talked about us,” Car-
rington said. “I guess they 
didn’t have any respect for 
us. We took that as motiva-
tion.”

Carrington made sure 
to take it to St. John’s early 
and often. He consistently 
got to the basket, leading to 
St. John’s early foul trouble. 
He connected on seven of 
eight free throws. He admit-
ted to being more commit-
ted to defense than he was 
in high school, after doing 
a good job making Harrison 
work for every one of his 25 
points.

Carrington followed that 
performance by scoring 17 
points and shooting nine of 
10 from the free throw line 
in his 35 minutes of play in 
Seton Hall’s 66–61 overtime 
win over No. 5 Villanova 
last Saturday. 

 Whitehead is averaging 
11.9 points and 4.3 rebounds 
in 11 games. His injury has 
opened the door for others 
to shine and Carrington has 
taken full advantage of it.

“It just shows the type of 
depth we have,” Carrington 
said. “We are a great team 
even without Isaiah. Of 
course, Isaiah brings things 
that all of us don’t bring. We 
are a deep team and team to 
be reckoned with.” 

Carrington really came 
on during his senior year 
at Bishop Loughlin. He won 
the Catholic High School 
Athletic Association Player 
of the Year award, and was 
named the All-Brooklyn 
player of the year by the 
Courier after leading the 
Lions back to the Catholic 
Intersectional title game. 

Still he was not as bal-
lyhooed as Whitehead and 
freshman forward Angel 
Delgado. With Whitehead 
out, Carrington is becom-
ing a major headache for 
opponents on both ends of 
the fl oor. Past impressions 
of him are beginning to 
change.

“I think I kind of got 
lost,”  Carrington said. “I 
wasn’t worried.”   

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Brooklyn was again the pre-
mier football borough in New 
York City — and even more 
than usual this year.

Abraham Lincoln defeated 
Erasmus Hall for its third Pub-
lic School Athletic League City 
Conference football title the 
last four years. It got there by 
beating Grand Street, which 
reached its fi rst semifi nal in 
program history. Poly Prep 
posted its second-straight one-
loss season and dominated op-
ponents all year long. 

Franklin Roosevelt and Ea-
gle Academy II each made its 
own bit of history, as well. FDR 
won the school’s fi rst Bowl 
crown and the Eagles took 
home the Cup championship 
in its fi rst year as a varsity 
team. Xaverian reached the 
Catholic Class A title game. 

The great success by the 
borough’s teams brought out 
plenty of stellar individual 
seasons. Here are the play-
ers we consider the best of the 
best:

Player of the Year: Luis 
Rodriguez, Abraham Lincoln

The senior started the year 
as one of the Railsplitters’ 
top receivers and ended it as 
by far the team’s most impor-
tant player, period. The 5-foot-
9, 180-pound Rodriguez tied a 
Public School Athletic League 
record by scoring all nine of 
Lincoln’s touchdowns in the 
post season, including two in 
the championship game. He 
scored 22 total touchdowns 
and had 1,495 total yards of of-
fense. 

Coach of the Year: Bruce 
Eugene, Grand Street Campus

Eugene brought a swagger 
to the Wolves and his team 
backed it up with one of the 
best seasons in program his-
tory. Grand Street proved it is 
one of the elite programs in the 
city by going 11–2, earning two 
playoff wins, and reaching the 
Public School Athletic Leauge 
semifi nals. Eugene has done a 
tremendous job building the 
program toward sustainable 
success. 

First Team
Running back: Troy 

Booker, Fort Hamilton 
The sophomore played be-

yond his years for the Tigers. 
Fort Hamilton was one of the 
city’s hottest teams as he came 
of age. Booker scored 15 touch-
downs and compiled 1,467 
yards of total offense.

Running back: Shavar 
Brathwaite, Erasmus Hall 

Brathwaite’s role increased 
as the season went on, and the 
senior ran with it. He slowly 
became the Dutchmen’s top 
running back and jump-
started the offense. He scored 
three times in the semifi nals. 

Running back-Line-

backer: Brenden Femiano, 
Poly Prep 

Femiano fi nished his time 
at Poly in style. The senior’s 
strength made him tough to 
bring down and he ran for 
1,346 yards, and 13 rushing 
scores. He also matured into 
one of the city’s top players as 
linebacker. 

Linebacker: Deonte Flem-
ing, Abraham Lincoln 

The senior was one of the 
cornerstones of the Railsplit-
ters’ defense, despite battling 
injuries. Fleming, who made 
27 tackles, had one of the big-
gest plays of the year with a 
fourth down stop of Shavar 
Braithwaite late in the fi nal.

Wide receiver: Taysir 

Our picks for the best in the borough

MORE THAN MVP: Lincoln senior Luis Rodriguez started the year as one 
of the Railsplitters’ top receivers and ended it as by far the team’s most 
important player, period. Photo by Steven Schnibbe

All-Brooklyn 
Football Honors 

Carrington shines 
with Whitehead 

benched by injury

Continued on page 46
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888-847-1024

ELECTRIC POWER-
ASSISTED STEERING

PROJECTOR LASER-CUT 
HEADLAMPS

LED TAIL LAMPS

REARVIEW CAMERA
STANDARD

Auto, V6 3.5L, AWD, SYNC Voice System, Satellite Radio, 3rd Row Seating
Lease based on 24 mos w/$3,995 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 10.5k mi/

yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter.  MSRP $34,085, VIN FGB21330. Includes $1,750 RCL Customer Cash & $1,000 Lease Conquest 
Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash.

New 2015 
FORD EXPLORER

LEASE A New 2015 FORD FUSION SE
Auto, 4 Cyl 2.5L, Aluminum Wheels, Bluetooth
Lease based on 24 mos w/$2,995 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 
bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. 
thereafter. MSRP $24,835, VIN FR121988. Includes $2,000 RCL 
Customer Cash & $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash. Must qualify for 
$1,000 Lease Conquest Cash.

5 AVAILABLE ENGINES
TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS

37 MPG GAS**
41 MPG HYBRID***

up to

612 86TH STREET,  BROOKLYN, NY 11228
ONLINE 24/7 AT BAYRIDGEFORD.COM*Not all will qualify. Lessee may be responsible for excess wear and tear at lease end. See dealer for 

details. **2014 EPA estimate hwy for 1.5L 4 cyl EcoBoost engine. ***2014 EPA estimate for 2.0L hybrid 
engine. †2014 EPA estimates. Actual mileage may vary.  Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1017929. Dept. 
of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7111183. Lease offers expire 1/31/15.

Auto, 4 Cyl 2.5L, FWD, Bluetooth, Backup Camera, Cruise
Lease based on 24 mos w/$2,995 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 

10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter. MSRP $24,070, VIN FUA65879. Includes $1,750 RCL Customer Cash & $1,000 Lease 
Conquest Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash.

New 2015 
FORD ESCAPE S

Auto, V6 3.5L, AWD, Bluetooth, Reverse Sensors, Spoiler
Lease based on 24 mos w/$2,995 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 
10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter. MSRP $30,245, VIN EBB26725. Includes $3,750 RCL Customer Cash & $1,000 

Lease Conquest Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash.

New 2014 
FORD EDGE SE

Our resolution: Sell               vehicles in          days!
Why choose a new

RESOLUTION
New Year’s
RESOLUTION
New Year’sNew Year’s
RESOLUTION

150 31
2015 Ford Fusion2015 Ford Fusion

per 
month

*$79

per mo 
lease 

*$99

per mo
lease

*$149
*
per mo
lease

$179

25 Women will have their important work profi led in the newspaper, and will be feted at a reception gala 
in their honor. It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough, in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: _____________________________________________________________________
Why are you nominating them? (In 5 lines or less) ____________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
How can we reach you or your nominee for more information?
Phone:______________________________________  Email:__________________________________

Or mail this form to:
Brooklyn Woman of Distinction
CNG Newspapers, One Metrotech Center
10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201
Att: Stephanie Stellaccio                                                             FB

Email your nomination info to womanofdistinction@cnglocal.com  

Do you know an
exceptional woman?
Brooklyn Woman of Distinction for 2015!

Nominate her as a
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Mack, Grand Street Campus
The 6-foot-3 Mack an-

nounced himself as one of the 
best receivers in the tri-state 
area. The junior’s superb 
hands and leaping ability al-
lowed him to catch 14 touch-
down passes and compile 932 
yards of total offense. 

Defensive lineman: Ale-
jandro Oregon, Abraham 
Lincoln

Oregon established him-
self as one of the city’s best 
defense players, and helped 
Lincoln allow just 12 points 
in the postseason. The se-
nior made 54 tackles, in-
cluding 15 for a loss and 
nine sacks. He also recov-
ered a fumble and grabbed 
an interception. 

Quarterback: Chris 
Parker, Poly Prep

Parker was the most ex-
plosive player in the five 
boroughs this year, and one 
of the toughest to defend. 
The four-year starter aver-
aged nine yards per carry 
while running for 1,867 
yards and 21 touchdowns. 
Coach Dino Mangiero 
called him the best player 
he’s had at Poly.  

Linebacker: Deonte Rob-
erts, Erasmus Hall   

The Rutgers-bound Rob-
erts was the centerpiece of 
the city’s most consistent 
defense. He made 71 tackles, 
including two sacks. The se-
nior’s speed, strength, and 
awareness made him ex-
tremely tough to run on. 

Defensive lineman: Ka-
maal Seymour, Grand Street 
Campus

Much of the talk around 
Grand Street was its explosive 
offense, but the Rutgers-bound 
Seymour quietly led a stout de-
fense. The 6-foot-6, 280-pound 
senior made 73 tackles and re-
corded 10 sacks. 

Quarterback: Justin 
White, Grand Street Campus

Grand Street was still 
able to win games without 
White, but its senior signal 
caller pushed them to an-
other level with his speed, 
guts, and big arm. White 
scored 25 total touchdowns 
and compiled 1,975 yards of 
total offense. 

Offensive lineman-De-

fensive lineman: Isaiah 
Wilson, Poly Prep 

It was easy to see that the 
6-foot-5, 300-pound sopho-
more was one of the top two-
way lineman in the city. Wil-
son’s footwork and savvy are 
beyond his years, and despite 
the loss of Jay Hayes, the 
Poly running game remained 
dominant. 

true,” Jones said. “Going 
there, I wasn’t used to any-
thing. I had a lot of good 
teammates that helped me to 
fi nd my routine with every-
thing. It was amazing.”

His initial stay was brief, 
but Jones did manage to get a 
hit in his fi rst major league 
at-bat, signaling his arrival 
in the big leagues.

“I didn’t even see it, I was 

so nervous —but after the 
fi rst pitch, I settled down,” 
Jones said. “I’m happy that I 
got one in.”

Jones realized another 
dream when he had the op-
portunity to play in front 
of his friends and family at 
Yankee Stadium — despite 
wearing the opposition’s col-
ors.

Growing up in Brook-
lyn, Jones spent plenty of 
time watching Robinson 
Cano work his magic for the 
Yankees. When the Mari-

ners signed the perennial 
All-Star last year, little did 
Jones know that they would 
be teammates in a matter 
of weeks. He quickly found 
a mentor in Cano, who has 
helped direct his efforts on 
both offense and defense.

“He just has a plan every 
time he’s up there,” he said of 
Cano. “Even in the fi eld, he’s 
one step ahead, knowing the 
team’s tendencies and trust-
ing it. That’s the biggest 
thing he drills in me — just 
being prepared and sticking 

with it.”
Jones and Ziznewski are 

taking Cano’s lessons in pre-
paredness to heart, working 
out daily at their alma mater, 
both with a plan in mind as 
they approach spring train-
ing. They aim to return to 
their clubs ready to endure 
the rigors of an entire base-
ball season.

Their connection to Long 
Island University still runs 
deep. They wear the black 
and silver proudly in the pro 
ranks, taking the lessons 

they’ve learned in Brook-
lyn and applying them to the 
next stages of their careers. 
It is where they gained their 
work ethic, which they want 
to pass on as role models for 
young players coming after 
them, practicing even when 
others are taking time off. 

“I want to be an example,” 
Jones said. “I want kids that 
are growing up feeling like 
that they don’t have a chance 
of ever making it to see a 
path and let them know that 
it is possible.”

BY STEPHEN ZITOLO
Bishop Loughlin is going to go through some 
growing pains this year with its young and rel-
atively inexperienced team. 

The Lions faced a veteran Iona Prep team 
with two Division I recruits in junior Ty Je-
rome (Virginia) and senior Matt Ryan (Notre 
Dame), and fought hard before falling 71–57 at 
home in CHSAA Class AA boys’ basketball last 
Saturday. 

Loughlin (2–5, 1–3) got into early foul trou-
ble and its inability to close out on an Iona 
team with exceptional shooters was a big fac-
tor in the defeat. 

“We didn’t execute defensively the way we 
should have,” said Loughlin head coach Ed 
Gonzalez. “We had early foul trouble. Four out 
of our fi ve starters had two fouls early in the 
second quarter, and that forced us to sit them. 

Loughlin’s inexperience this season is due 
to the loss of seniors from last year’s squad, 
including Mike Williams (Rutgers), and the 
school’s all-time leading scorer Khadeen Car-
rington (Seton Hall). This year’s young roster 
is still adjusting to playing in one of the best 
leagues in the country. 

“We had a lot of seniors last year,” said se-
nior Dominic Grayer. “This year we have 
mostly sophomores and juniors that are used 
to doing things and taking shots they cannot 
take at the varsity level and that’s something 
we’re working on in practice.” 

Loughlin started the game on a 5–0 run and 
looked like they would give Iona a run for its 
money. But the experienced Gaels (8–3, 5–2) 
fought right back, ending the fi rst quarter on a 
16–2 spurt and never relinquishing the lead for 
the rest of the contest. 

Iona’s defensive pressure forced Loughlin 
to make unwarranted passes that led to turn-
overs, especially in the fi rst half.  The Lions 
struggled to get anything on either side of the 
ball as Iona got too many open shots and took a 
32–19 lead into the half.  

After the break Loughlin seemed to be 
more aggressive on the defensive end and it 
contested more of Iona’s shots, cutting the defi -
cit to 10. That was as close as the Lions got. Iona 
was able to put the game away by controlling 
the tempo in the fourth quarter. 

Sophomores Jordan Thomas and Keith Wil-

liams both scored 16 points for Loughlin. Je-
rome led Iona with 28 points and senior Thomas 
Capuano pitched in with 25 points. 

Loughlin does have room to improve, and 
has experience coming off of the bench in se-
niors Dior Dixon and Devin Dingle and junior 
Israel Farrington, all transfers from Bishop 
Ford. Gonzalez says the learning process has 
been slow with the three transfers, but he feels 
they will be okay as he and his staff continue to 
gauge how each improves. Loughlin is young 
but it is a team with talent that believes it can 
hang with the league’s top teams.

“We’re going to compete,” Gonzales said. 
“Our goal is to be in the fi nal game. They are 
young kids and they will get better. As long as 
they keep working hard, they are going to sur-
prise some people.”

WINNERS!: Grand Street reached its fi rst semifi nal in program his-
tory. Community News Group / Joseph Staszewski

IN THE AIR: Bishop Loughlin’s Jordan Thomas drives 
to the basket.  Photo by William Thomas

Young Lions tamed 
by Iona Prep vets

Continued from page 44 

HONORS

Continued from page 43 

BLACKBIRDS
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Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association 
125 Broad Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10004  •  212-233-5531 Patrick J. Lynch, President

of the City of New York

www.nycpba.org

Thank you for your support.

Self-serving politicians and cynical pundits think that
New York City police officers are more worried about
settling a contract than mourning our fallen brothers.

Real New Yorkers know better. You’ve stood with us.
You’ve grieved with us. You’ll work with us to protect
our city and hold accountable all those who have
stirred up hatred and violence against police officers.

This is what it’s all about.


