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BY VANESSA OGLE
For Bergen Beach residents 
near the neighborhood’s 
crowded bus depot, the cold 
weather is getting them hot 
under the collar.

As the temperature 
drops, locals say their 
 problem with the chok-
ing exhaust from the New 

Dawn Transit bus depot  
gets worse because the 
hundreds of bus drivers 
who operate out of the facil-
ity are illegally idling for 
even longer every morning 
to warm up their vehicles. 

One resident who can 
see the depot from her win-
dow says the cold has re-

sulted in a noticeable in-
crease in fumes.

“It is worse — it bumped 
it up a notch,” said Jenni-
fer Debiasi, who claims her 
family is suffering from 
chronic breathing prob-
lems because of the ex-
haust. “I feel like crying 

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
A Park Slope yoga teacher and 
Sikh activist who disappeared 
during a solo hike near a yoga 
retreat in Mexico died, appar-
ently from a head injury suffered 
when he fell into a gorge, accord-
ing to his family and friends.

A search team found the body 
of Hari Simran, 25, on the af-
ternoon of Jan. 2, more than 72 
hours after he left the retreat for 
a short hike in the mountains 
above Tepoztlan, a town an hour 
from Mexico City. His body was 
just a few hundred feet from the 
summit he had originally in-
tended to climb, from which he 
sent a photo of himself to his 
wife Ad Purkh. 

His loved ones said they are 
devastated by his death.

“This journey has been a tes-
tament to the enormous amount 
of love and goodness he shared 
with us all during his time on 
earth,” his family wrote in a mes-
sage on the  website  they made to 
publicize the search. “His last 
picture said, ‘Looking down on 
you.’ We know he is an angel in 
the heavens now looking down 

BY VANESSA OGLE
A Sheepshead Bay politi-
cian who promised to en-
sure the borough’s largest 
Boardwalk would remain 
wood is a hypocrite who 
doesn’t care if the planks 
are ripped up and replaced 
with cement and plastic, 
angry beachcombers said 
this week.

Assemblyman Steven 
Cymbrowitz (D–Sheep-
shead Bay) (inset) pledged 
last November that he 
would “cut off” the funding 
he allocated to the Parks 
Department to repair the 
Riegelmann Boardwalk if 
the city intended to replace 
its wood with something 

Continued on page 9

Continued on page 10Continued on page 9

Candidates 
scramble for 
Grimm’s seat

BY MAX JAEGER
Three Brooklyn politicians are 
eyeing the congressional seat 
left vacant by tax cheat Michael 
Grimm, who stepped down on 
Jan. 5 after pleading guilty to fel-
ony tax evasion. 

Assemblywoman Nicole Mal-
liotakis (R–Bay Ridge), Assem-
blyman Bill Colton (D–Benson-
hurst), and Councilman Vincent 
Gentile (D–Bay Ridge) are explor-
ing running in the special elec-
tion to represent New York’s 11th 
Congressional District. 

The fi eld is becoming increas-
ingly crowded — the trio joins 
Assemblyman Michael Cusick 
(D–Staten Island), former Demo-
cratic congressman Michael Mc-
Mahon, and Republican Staten 
Island District Attorney Dan 
Donovan as potential contenders.

Continued on page 10
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SMOKY SITUATION: Parents 
say winter weather is mak-
ing the foul fumes from the 
buses at the depot worse.

Shu Ohno’s lifesize sculpture “Doodle #1403” is made from old toys and other discarded materials. It’s part of 
a new exhibition opening at P339 gallery in Williamsburg on Jan. 9 that features sculptures made from parts of 
toys and other small discarded objects all coated with a thick layer of white paint. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Boardwalk balk Bus depot deep freeze

Park Slope 
hiker dead 
in Mexico POLS ALL IN

Toys art us
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World Class Orthopaedic Care at our State-of-the-Art Facility: 
761 Merrick Avenue   Westbury   516.357.8777

Manhattan | Brooklyn | Queens | Nassau | Suffolk

Learn more and schedule an appointment online nyspine.com



J
AN. 11, 2015, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

3

New Year’s Eve
The Borough President 

really delivered on this one. 
The event was a free, all-
ages fete that stimulated 
local business and local 
pride. 

The head count in Stee-
plechase Plaza reached 
about 3,000, an Offi ce of 
Emergency Management 
worker told me. Tom’s of 
Coney Island, Nathan’s Fa-
mous, Peggy O’Neill’s, and, 
yes, Dunkin’ Donuts over-
fl owed with people at a time 
the amusement district 
would normally be a ghost 
town. 

In lieu of bubbly, the 
crowd fi lled up on Brooklyn 
pride — it was a treat watch-
ing a usually restrained 
Councilman Mark Trey-
ger (D–Sheepshead Bay) 
whip up the crowd with a 
frenzied “Brooklyn” chant 
while speakers blared Jay 
Z’s “Empire State of Mind.” 

A DJ kept people danc-
ing — and acted as a de facto 
emcee, because Adams was 
shuttling between New 
Year’s Eve engagements. 

People seemed to like 
what the DJ was laying 
down, but a guy pushing 
play on a MacBook doesn’t 
cut it for me. Treyger said 
there should be more live 
entertainment from locals, 
and I couldn’t agree more. 
The plan for next year is to 
select live local acts through 
a battle-of-the-bands compe-
tition.

Of course, there were 
some drawbacks to party-
ing at midnight in the mid-
dle of winter outside on the 
waterfront. For one, it was 
insanely cold. How about 
some propane heaters next 
time?

Then there were liba-
tion considerations. Tom’s 
was the only Boardwalk 
eatery open that evening, 
and Surf Avenue’s Peggy 
O’Neill’s levied a $10 cover, 
forcing thirsty revelers fur-
ther afi eld for a fl ute of New 
Year’s cheer. 

The biggest hiccup I saw 
was with the Parachute 
Jump’s light display — the 
side facing the crowded 
plaza failed to light up with 

“2015” at the decisive mo-
ment when the countdown 
fi nished, stalling at “2,” 
and skipping to a colored 
pattern instead. The post-
countdown fi reworks dis-
play also started a few sec-
onds too early. But the real 
magic was bringing thou-
sands of people together on 
the Boardwalk in 20-degree 
weather for a party.

If Adams keeps chipping 
away at this block of mar-
ble, he’ll have a real work of 
art in a few years.

The stay
After the festivities, my 

lovely assistant Elana and I 
took a cab to the closest ho-
tel — the Harbor Motor Inn, 
1.5 miles from the Parachute 

Jump on Shore Parkway and 
24th Avenue. It was 12:30 am, 
and buses and trains were 
running on a Sunday sched-
ule, so rides off of the pen-
insula were at a premium. 
We hailed a green cab on 
Stillwell Avenue. The driver 
told us his meter was broken 
and the ride would be $20. 
He dropped it to $15 when I 

asked if the Taxi and Limou-
sine Commission knew his 
meter was broken and pre-
tended to jot down his cab 
number. Price-gouging is a 
New Year’s tradition, and a 
boost to public transit would 
go a long way towards mak-
ing New Year’s Eve in far-
fl ung Coney Island a popu-
lar destination.

At the motel, the front 
desk informed us there 
were no overnight rooms 
available on New Year’s, 
so we booked a four-hour 
one — otherwise know as 
a hot-sheet suite.

Let’s talk amenities, be-
cause the Harbor Motor Inn 
was lousy with them. First, 
the sheets in our non-smok-
ing suite were so hot they 
had burn holes — no kid-
ding, burn holes! The bed 
had clearly seen a lot of ac-
tion. Like an old baseball 
glove, it was wieldy and re-
sponsive, but had that sag 
in the middle that can only 

BY MAX JAEGER
Could Coney Island become a New Year’s vaca-

tion destination? 

Brooklynites rang in 2015 on the Boardwalk on 

Dec. 31 at a New Year’s Eve countdown party 

centered around the Parachute Jump. Borough 

President Adams promised that the inaugural 

bash would be a new annual tradition for Co-

ney Island, and an aide suggested that the event 

could eventually draw tourists to sleep over in 

Sodom by the Sea.

“You could see people, in future years, coming 

here for New Year’s Eve, and staying the night 

for the polar plunge on New Year’s Day,” Bor-

ough Hall communications director Stefan Rin-

gel said.

The idea of Coney Island as a year-round tour-

ist destination really captured our newsroom’s 

imagination, so we put the hypothesis to the test 

by sending adventure correspondent Max Jaeger 

on an overnight trip to experience the festivities 

and soak up some local culture. 

The fi rst stop was the New Year’s Eve countdown 

on the Boardwalk, then a stay at a nearby by-

the-hour-hotel — the only available accommoda-

tions — and on New Year’s Day, in a feat of truly 

immersive reporting, our Florida-born reporter 

delved into the frigid North Atlantic as part of 

the Polar Bear Club’s annual plunge.

We rang in 2015 in Coney Island to test it as a tourist destination

New Year’s by the sea

CONEY CELEBRATION: (Clock-
wise from above) Victor Cher-
ichetti and Crystal Arocho share 
a kiss at midnight. Performer 
Alejandro Duboise pounds a 
screwdriver into his face. Ruby 
Collado rang in the new year in 
style. Ray Valenz breathes fi re 
for revelers’ entertainment. 
The Parachute Jump provided 
a countdown light show.  
 Photos by Steve Solomonson

Continued on page 6
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Package Deal $995 Most Cars
New Car Look””

Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.
SATURDAY, 9 A.M.–3 P.M.

OPEN 
6 DAYS

MAIN OFFICE:

BRANCH:

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Pratt Institute’s chief engi-
neer blew off some steam for 
the last time on New Year’s 
Eve.

Conrad Milster has been 
tooting in the new year with 
his collection of antique 
steam whistles since 1965, 
but the devices have gone 
silent after one last blowout 
to usher in 2015. The long-
standing ritual grew out of 
Brooklyn pride, Milster ex-
plained.

“The attitude was, 
‘Screw Times Square,’ ” he 
said. “We have our own tra-
dition, our own thing.”

Bigwigs at the art and 
architecture school said 
they ended the festivities 
because they do not have 
enough staff while the 
campus is closed for the 
holidays. A school spokes-
woman said that the crowds 
coming to see the whistles 
blow have grown in recent 
years and that administra-
tors and Milster agreed at 
the beginning of 2014 that 
this would be the last year. 
In late 2013, Pratt offi cials 
told the New York Times 
they were discontinuing 
the event  for safety and in-
surance reasons .

The fi rst whistle of Mil-
ster’s collection came from 
a Lackawanna Railroad lo-
comotive. He found it shortly 

after taking the reins as chief 
engineer, which put him in 
charge of the campus’s heat-
ing system and engine room. 
Wanting to hear the sound 
for himself, he rigged the de-
vice to a steam-pipe in one 
of the buildings, gathered a 
half-dozen friends, and let 
’er rip to mark the beginning 
of 1966, and of an enduring 
habit.

He started collecting the 
whistles, eventually acquir-
ing 15 of different shapes, 
sizes, and pitches. The deep-
est-sounding one is fi ve 
feet long, and the heaviest 
weighs 600 pounds, he said.

“It was like a hobby,” 

Milster said. “The more 
you got into it the more you 
learned about them.”

At the start of the new 
millennium, Milster rigged 
up a calliope, the instru-
ment favored by steamboat 
operators, which connects 
an array of steam-whistles 
to a keyboard.

He brought the calliope 
and nine whistles to the fi -
nal celebration, and said 
he is sad to permanently 
shelve them.

“It’s very nostalgic and 
a little heartbreaking,” he 
said.

Part of the grief stems 
from the role Milster’s wife 
used to play in the process. 
Phyllis Milster worked for 
Pratt from the late 1960s un-
til 2004 and lived with him 
in a house on campus. She 
always had the most impor-
tant job on New Year’s, he 
said.

“My wife was as much a 
part of this as anyone else,” 
Milster said. “She was in 
charge of the main steam 
valve. No one else was al-
lowed near it.”

Phyllis Milster died in 
2011, and to honor her mem-
ory, Conrad created a schol-
arship fund at the school. 
Now, with the steam whis-
tles going dormant, the 
fund will be the only public 
reminder of her.

Pratt whistles go silent after fi nal blast

STEAMED: Conrad Milster, Pratt Institute’s longtime chief engineer, sounded his collection of antique 
steam whistles to mark the new year for the last time. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Steam dunked

TOOT TOOT: Conrad Milster’s 
steam whistle collection in-
cludes 15 antique whistles plus 
a sort of whistle organ called a 
calliope. 
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local Doctor Treats Herniated And Bulging Discs, 

Sciatica, And Serious Low Back Pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 back 

surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons perform at least 

100,000 operations for lumbar disc disease alone, and ortho-

pedic surgeons perform a similar number. It is estimated that 

between 20% and 40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country are racing to 

acquire and get trained to operate the DRX9000TM…an FDA 

approved device that is saving thousands of Americans suffer-

ing from chronic back pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back pain without 

surgery explains how the DRX9000TM works... “Over 10 years 

ago, NASA began to notice an unexpected result of space 

travel - Astronauts that left with back pain would come back 

without it. After investigated this now phenomenon here’s 

what they found: During the anti-gravity state of the mission 

there were decompressive forces on the intervertebral discs 

and back pain was relieved. How? When you travel through 

space, the effects of gravity are removed and you are in a 

weightless state. All the pressure is taken off your spine and 

discs. Even better - and this is the key - a negative pressure 

is created. This negative pressure actually sucks the herniated 

material back into the disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to 

the DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally have a non-

surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has documented suc-

cess with are back pain, sciatica, herniated and/or bulging 

discs (single or multiple), degenerative disc disease, facet 

syndromes and a relapse or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new FDA approved 

solution to back pain or to set up an appointment for a free 

consultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 718-234-6207 or visit 

Brooklyn Spine Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 

11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Relieves Back Pain

DRX9000TM

BY VANESSA OGLE
Sheepshead Bay cyclists rejoice!

The 450-foot unpaved stretch of 
the Plumb Beach-Sheepshead Bay 
bike path that created a sand trap 
for cyclists was fi nally repaved in 
mid-December after more than 
two years of neglect. 

The troublesome trench had 
long been  prompting bikers to 
take a dangerous detour onto the 
Belt Parkway to avoid the sandy 
strip .

One rider who regularly plies 
the Plumb Beach path said he was 
glad the stretch was repaired, but 
questioned the delay in fi xing a 
problem that was putting cyclists 
in danger.

“There’s defi nitely that side of 
elation — great that it is fi xed — 
but there is also a question mark 
about how long it took to fi x it,” 
said Stephen Arthur who lives in 
Park Slope and has been biking 
on the path since 2002. “Thank 
god no one was injured on the Belt 
Parkway. People were doing it at 
night.”

Former Councilman Lew Fi-
dler allocated $450,000 in 2013 to 
repair the path, which residents 

say was damaged even before 
Hurricane Sandy washed out the 
broken pavement in 2012, but the 

repairs were repeatedly delayed. 
The Parks Department began 
construction in October and the 

path reopened to the public on 
Dec. 15. 

One resident who used to dis-

mount his bike and walk through 
the sandy patch in his socks said 
he is thrilled to use the paved 
path with his family. 

“It was a long time coming — 
two years — but we have it now,” 
said Alan Cohen, who lives in 
Sheepshead Bay. “Me and my chil-
dren are going to get on it as soon 
as we can and enjoy the beautiful 
scenery.” 

Parks said it currently has 
no further work planned for the 
path, but may make other repairs 
in the area. 

“While there are no future 
plans for the bike path at this 
time, Parks is consistently look-
ing for ways to improve destina-
tions that are vital to community 
recreation,” said Maeri Fergu-
son, a spokeswoman for the de-
partment. 

Arthur said even though the 
city kept putting the brakes on 
the project, he is excited to fi nally 
spin his wheels. 

“I’m looking forward to the 
summer,” he said. “Going down 
to the beach — that is one of the 
nicest experiences I have in the 
city.”

ON THE ROAD AGAIN: A section of the Plumb Beach bike path bordering the Belt Parkway has been repaved.  
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Plumb Beach path fi nally paved
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come from lots of wear. 
A large window treated 

us to a majestic view of 
Stop & Stor’s corrugated 
metal wall. But the breath-
taking vista went largely 
unnoticed, as our eyes 
were glued to the fabulous 
in-room TV, which piped 
out round-the-clock, un-
censored, close-ups of adult 
situations — on channel 
69, of course. We both slept 
surprisingly well, apart 
from a 5 am call from the 
concierge informing me 
that I needed to pay for an-
other four hours or else hit 
the bricks.

If the Beep wants to lure 
tourists to Coney Island for 
more than a day, the nov-
elty glasses crowd will defi -
nitely need somewhere else 
to stay. Some are speculat-
ing  a hotel may be in the 
People’s Playground’s fu-
ture . 

The Beep said he is look-
ing to Airbnb to house trav-
elers and help locals pay 

their bills, which won’t sit 
well with hoteliers else-
where in the borough, but 
is likely a step up from 
where I spent the night.

New Year’s Day
The next day, I was con-

tractually bound to jump 
headlong into the frigid 
Atlantic Ocean for that 
112-year-old Brooklyn tra-
dition, the Coney Island 

Polar Bear Club’s annual 
New Year’s plunge.

My lovely assistant 
and I had some time to 
kill between our 9 am mo-
tel checkout and the 1 pm 
affront to good sense on 
the beach. Lucky for us, 
there was plenty of local 
shopping right outside 
our front door at Ceasar’s 
Bay, the big-box mecca of 
Bensonhurst, boasting a 

Kohl’s, a Best Buy, and a 
Toys ’R’ Us. 

A Best Buy employee 
named Joe told me the store 
doesn’t see a lot of tour-
ists, save the occasional 
road-tripper in search of 
a phone charger. Perhaps 
the zinc-nosed droves will 
arrive one day, but for now, 
New Year’s Day was quiet.

Next, it was back to 
the Boardwalk for a tradi-

tional pre-plunge break-
fast at Tom’s of Coney Is-
land.

A health nut named 
Bernarr Macfadden 
started the Coney Island 
Polar Bear Club in 1903, 
believing the frigid shock 
of mid-winter bathing con-
ferred health benefi ts, club 
vice president Robbie Bai-
ley told me. Given that, 
it seemed a bit odd that 
registration for the Polar 
Plunge consisted mainly 
of signing an indemnity 
waiver. If Macfadden was 
right, I was about to align 
my humors and boost my 
vitality with a mere 10-sec-
ond dip, hopefully without 
that pesky side effect, hy-
pothermia.

The term “polar 
plunge” is a non-sequitur 
in Florida, where I’m from, 
since the weather rarely 
dips below 80 degrees. I did 
take part in a New Year’s 
plunge once — but it was 
in Key West, and I broke 
a sweat walking back to 
my beach towel. So with 
the water temperature in 
Coney Island hovering 
around 35 degrees, I was a 
bit nervous.

As 1 pm approached, 
I armored myself in my 
people’s native garb: fl oral 
print trunks, a smearing of 
tanning oil, and the tacki-
est hat I could fi nd. Then 

the moment came. I assem-
bled with the hundreds of 
other bathers in my heat. 
My fellow plungers steeled 
their nerves, humming 
battle hymns for strength. 
I whistled my own paean 
— “Cheeseburger in Para-
dise” and started trotting 
to the surf.

Bathers who had already 
made it to the water were 
laughing and splashing in 
the icy brine. Hearing them 
in front of me, my salty 
dread mixed with crystal-
clear joy. Is this what it’s 
like to pass into the after-
life? 

My spiritual musing 
ended the instant I hit the 
water. It didn’t really hurt 
— more a sensory overload. 
Everything but my lizard 
brain froze. “Get out as fast 
as possible” became the 
overriding impulse. But in 
a triumph of human folly 
over survival instinct, I 
waded in waist-deep and 
submerged myself in the 
frigid sea. It was painless 
and exhilarating, and any-
one on the fence should ab-
solutely do it.

As we beat a hasty re-
treat toward our respective 
changing rooms packed 
with shivering, bare-bot-
tomed Brooklynites, my 
lovely assistant Elana 
shouted to me, “We should 
make this a tradition!”

COLD-WATER FLAT: Hundreds of brave souls went all-in on Jan. 1, splashing in the surf despite freezing temperatures. Photo by Paul Martinka

NEW YEAR’S
Continued from page 3

Thrills and actual chills on Coney Island
Adventure corespondent Max Jaeger is no stranger to winter-time swimming, having 

already braved a New Year’s Day swim — in Florida. The reporter recently took a dip 

with the Coney Island Polar Bear club to see how it compares to a dunk in the Sun-

shine State.

KEY WEST LOCATION CONEY ISLAND

85 degrees TEMPERATURE  28 degrees

75 degrees WATER TEMPERATURE  33 degrees

More than two hours TIME IN WATER  30 seconds

Pervasive PREVALENCE OF SPEEDOS  Anemic

None EFFECT ON PRIVATE PARTS  Massive shrinkage

Rum Runners at Sloppy 
Joe’s

POST-PLUNGE TRADITION  Coney Island Lager at 
Peggy O’Neill’s

Hemmingway’s nearby 
home features giant pri-
vate swimming pool  

FUN FACT Homeless free to 
swim in waters off the 
Riegelmann Boardwalk
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BY MAX JAEGER
Bay Ridge is bidding 
“farvel” to a neighborhood 
institution.

Nordic Delicacies 
will close on Jan. 31 after 
nearly 30 years  of serv-
ing Scandinavian special-
ties on Third Avenue. The 
store is closing due to a 
lack of business, said one 
of the owners, but locals 
were quick to send condo-
lences.

“I feel like it’s a funeral 
— I’ve been getting a lot 
of calls and messages,” 
said lifelong Ridgite Ar-
lene Rutuelo, who runs 
the store with her mother 
Helene Bakke. “It’s bitter-
sweet. You wish you could 
go on forever, but I think 
it’s time.”

The area was once 
home to tens of thou-
sands of Nordic folk, Ru-

tuelo said. But a scant 
1,716 Scandinavians lived 
in the neighborhood in 
2013, according to cen-
sus figures. Changing de-
mographics mean fewer 
shoppers looking for 
Scandinavian specialty 

items, Rutuelo said.
“The community has 

dwindled,” she said. “It’s 
been a  struggle over the 
last couple years.”

Rutuelo, who  heads the 
Norwegian Independence 
Day Parade committee 
and sits on the Norwegian 
Christian Home’s board of 
directors , said she will re-
main active in both organi-
zations. 

The neighborhood’s 
Scandinavian population 
may be too small to sup-
port a specialty-food store, 
but the annual heritage 
parade will march on, she 
said.

“The parade will 
continue — it’s just not 
enough to sustain a busi-
ness any longer,” Rutuelo 
said. 

A neighbor who 
stopped by the deli to take 

one last photo said the 
restaurant was a local in-
stitution. 

“It’s a little piece of Bay 
Ridge that’s going away,” 
said Dennis Monsen, one 
of a dwindling number of 
locals claiming Scandina-
vian descent. 

But he admitted the clo-
sure is a fact of life as the 
fabric of Bay Ridge trans-
forms.

“Neighborhoods change 
— it’s not necessarily a bad 
thing,” he said.

Now Monsen will 
have to travel further 

afield to get special-
ties like Norwegian cod 
liver oil. 

“[Rutuelo] told me there 
might be a health food 
store on 92nd that has it,” 
he said. “I’m gonna run 
out there now. I hope they 
have it.”

END OF AN ERA: Helene Bakke and daughter Arlene Rutuelo are closing Third Avenue’s 30-year-old 
Nordic Delicacies at the end of the month due to a lack of business. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

ALMOST DONE: Rutuelo bakes 
up one of the last of the eat-
ery’s famous waffl es. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Old-school Nordic 
deli set to close

Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-sculpting 
procedure designed to remove fat and contour the body without invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to continue 
your daily activities without interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing the Low Level Laser 

(FDA cleared for laser body contouring to emulsify fat which then 
releases into the interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through 
the body during its normal course of detoxification. The ZERONA® 
procedure was proven through a double-blind, randomized, 
multi-site, and placebo controlled study in which patients average 
loss of 3.64 inches, and some lost as much as 9 inches compared to 
the placebo group that lost only half an inch.

BECOME A NEW YOU IN THE NEW YEAR!
“What if I told you this cutting-edge device could melt inches off your waist and keep 
them off for good.”             —  Doctor Oz  talking about the ZERONA® LipoLaser

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, hips and 
thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight loss program — we 
are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off excess water weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  
WORKSHOPS
When: January 13th & 27th at 6:15

Where: ZERONA® Laser of New York
5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn

Cost: FREE ($79 value) 
Call: (718) 234-6212
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Bill Egbert: Your New 
Year’s resolution for 2014 
was to “visit every neigh-
borhood in the borough 
and speak to as many resi-
dents as I can.” Did you fol-
low through?

Eric Adams: I’ve cer-
tainly tried. I am just 
amazed at the vastness of 
the borough. There are so 
many cultures here. I re-
member when I was a child, 
how excited I was to go on 
school fi eld trips. With this 
job, every time I come in I 
feel like I’m going on a new 
fi eld trip.

BE: Recently Brooklyn 
has been ground zero for 
a lot of acrimony between 

the police and the public. 
You’ve taken some heat for 
criticizing the police, but 
you also called for a hold 
on protests while the police 
mourn their own. How do 
you walk that line?

EA: Usually, the people 
who are most critical of 
you are your parents — be-
cause they love you. Well, I 
loved being a cop, so I speak 
critically at times. But also, 
I want to be part of helping 
people appreciate our po-
lice for all the things they 
do for us. Not just the ul-
timate sacrifi ce, as in the 
case of the two offi cers who 
were shot recently, but the 
smaller things — volun-

teering in their communi-
ties, mentoring local kids. 
A lot of people don’t know 
about that. There’s a bit of 
a communication gap that I 
want to help bridge.

BE: The city is moving 

forward with its plan to con-
vert the Riegelmann Board-
walk from hardwood boards 
to concrete and plastic slats, 
but a couple of local fresh-
men councilmen, Mark 
Treyger (D–Coney Island) 
and Chaim Deutsch (D–
Sheepshead Bay) are trying 
to prevent that by having the 
Boardwalk in Coney Island 
and Brighton Beach desig-
nated as a scenic landmark. 
What’s your view?

EA: I share their views 
on the Boardwalk. We do 
need to protect Coney Is-
land and what makes it so 
special — its history and 
traditions — and I think 
a wooden Boardwalk is a 
part of that.

BE: Speaking of protect-
ing things, you came out 
tough against people climb-
ing the Brooklyn Bridge 
after incidents when the 
American fl ags atop the 
towers were swapped for 

white banners, and a tour-
ist was arrested for climb-
ing onto the bridge struc-
ture for a photo. Why did 
you stake out such a tough 
stance?

EA: The Brooklyn 
Bridge is important — as a 
traffi c route into the city, as 
a symbol — and that makes 
it a target. When you tres-
pass on something like the 
Brooklyn Bridge, the pen-
alty should be more than 
for trespassing in a park. 
So I support state Sen. 
[Daniel] Squadron’s legis-
lation to increase penalties 
for trespassers on certain 
sites.

We shouldn’t have 
waited until the fl ags were 
stolen to realize this was an 
issue.

BE: What are some 
things that Brooklyn needs 
more of in 2015?

EA: We need a lot more 
of those Citi Bikes! We need 

to catch up with the rest 
of the globe in alternative 
transportation. Cars are so 
old school. We need to em-
brace bicycling as a trans-
portation alternative, but 
the infrastructure needs 
to come with it. We need 
more bike lanes, buildings 
should have bus shelters, 
and we need to remake 
the entire borough based 
around that.

BE: What does Brook-
lyn need less of in 2015?

EA: First thing, I have to 
say, handguns. But there’s 
also an attitude I want to 
see gone. People are living 
in silos, in their own little 
world, and they’re not ap-
preciating the diversity 
around us. People need to 
stop thinking about how to 
live apart from other peo-
ple and start enjoying liv-
ing together. They need to 
embrace what I like to call 
“Brooklyn fusion.”

BY BILL EGBERT

Former cop and state senator Eric Adams 

has been the president of Brooklyn for a 

year now, and we sat down with him to look 

back on his fi rst year at the helm, and look 

forward to 2015. 

RAISING A GLASS TO BROOK-
LYN: Borough President Adams 
samples a Brooklyn-made wine.
 File photo by Alec Jacobson

The Borough President on year one
Eric Adams refl ects on his fi rst year as Brooklyn’s commander-in-chief
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else, but then authorized 
the money even after learn-
ing it would in fact be used 
for concrete.

Wooden Boardwalk 
backers say they would 
rather he stuck to his 
word.

“Better that we should 
lose the funds then to use 
them for a terrible project,” 
said Rob Burstein, presi-
dent of the Coney-Brighton 
Boardwalk Alliance.

The Boardwalk recon-
struction — which is ripping 
up the traditional boards to 
make way for a cement path 
and plastic slats — was par-
tially funded by Cymbrow-
itz and Alec Brook-Krasny 
(D–Coney Island), who to-
gether allocated $10 million 
in funding in 2008. Cym-
browitz has since said that 
he felt “hoodwinked” by the 
city, and didn’t realize that 
the aim of the work,   which 
started in November,  was to 
replace the wooden Board-
walk with plastic and con-
crete.

The funding would have 
expired at the end of the 
year, halting the contro-
versial project, but the as-
semblyman told a meeting 
of local stakeholders on 
Dec. 30 that he had decided 
to authorize it, albeit on a 
month-to-month basis, say-
ing he wants the construc-
tion to be completed as 

quickly as possible.  
“I chose to extend the 

contract on a month-to-
month basis so that we 
would retain control of the 
funding and at the same 
time be able to continue the 
valuable discussions that 
had been opened up at this 
meeting,” said Cymbrowtiz 
in a press release. “In a 
perfect world, everybody 
would prefer a wooden 
boardwalk, even the Parks 
Department. 

“I want wood but I also 
want the boardwalk to be 
open. Our priority right 
now must be to get the work 
done as quickly as possible 
and return the boardwalk 
to the people who enjoy and 
use it.”

One board-booster ac-
cused the assemblyman of 
bald-faced duplicity.

“He cited his strong op-
position to what he has just 
in fact funded, and the hy-
pocrisy of that is mind bog-
gling,” said Burstein, one 
of several advocates suing 
to stop the project. “His ex-
planations are something 
no 2-year-old would accept 
as being valid since they 
make no sense.” 

One elected offi cial said 
the meeting — held after a 
section of the Boardwalk 
in Brighton Beach was al-
ready destroyed — was 
simply another example of 
how the city has histori-
cally neglected the seaside 
enclave. 

“We’re dealing with 

something deeper than 
wood and concrete,” said 
Councilman Mark Treyger 
(D–Coney Island). 

“We just cannot afford 
government neglecting 
this structure the way they 
have for decades. You do not 
destroy the Boardwalk and 
issue a plan and then come 
to the community and say, 
‘We’re here to listen.’ ”

Treyger, who is trying to 
save the boards by declar-
ing it a scenic landmark 
and has  started an online 
petition  with Councilman 
Chaim Deutsch (D–Sheep-
shead Bay) to preserve the 
Boardwalk, also took is-
sue with the city’s excuse 
for going ahead with the 
controversial project at the 
end of last year before the 
funding expired, saying 
that if Cymbrowitz could 
extend the funding, the 
city should have delayed 
the work until community 
was consulted. He also said 
that Cymbrowitz’s urgency 
to get the project fi nished 
was misplaced.

“Of course we all want 
the Boardwalk to be open,” 
said Treyger. “But again, 
I quote the word ‘Board-
walk’ — when you replace 
it with concrete lane, it is 
not a Boardwalk.” 

The Parks Department 
said the new plastic and 
concrete walkway, which 
will include a 10-foot-wide 
lane for emergency vehi-
cles, will be completed by 
the summer of 2016. 

on all of us.”
Simran left the retreat 

with a liter of water, a 
pocketknife, and a small 
amount of granola, his fa-
ther told ABC 7. He sent the 
fi rst photo from the sum-
mit at 12:30 pm, then sent 
another message at 2:20 pm 
that read, “I accidentally 
summited another moun-
tain. Looks like I’ll be a 
little later coming back :). 
Save me some lunch if you 
can,” according to  a fund-
raiser website . 

An hour later, the site 
said he indicated to a 
friend that he was lost.

“I’ll get back to you on 
that. I’m on top of a really 
high mountain in Mex-
ico and I’m not exactly 
sure how to get down :)” 
he wrote, according to the 

site.
Simran’s friends and 

family had been franti-
cally trying to supplement 
the Mexican government’s 
search with private helicop-
ters and drones, and raised 
nearly $100,000 online to 
aid the rescue effort. 

His friend Prabhjit Sing 
said Mexican state rescu-
ers lacked the tools and 
training to search at night 
or with helicopters. 

Simran was born and 
lived most of his life in 
Park Slope. He moved to 
Virginia a year ago, and 
ran a yoga center there 
with his wife, according 
to a website run by sup-
porters, but he was in the 
process of moving back to 
Brooklyn, Singh said. He 
was also a community or-
ganizer with the Sikh Co-
alition, a Sikh-rights advo-
cacy group.He is survived 
by his wife, who lives in 
Sterling, Virginia, and his 
parents, who live in Park 
Slope.

Memorials were sched-
uled to take place on Fri-
day night in Virginia and 
New Mexico, according to 
supporters.

Continued from page 1 

MISSING

Continued from page 1 

BOARDWALK

The self-portrait Hari Simran 
sent his wife from a mountain 
summit shortly before he lost 
contact. Flickr / #FindHariSimran

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

RESTAURANTCOLANDREA
EST. 1936

F
O

UNDED OVER78 
 YEARS

$26.95$16.7555 $21.75

NEW CORNER RESTAURANT

IS NOW CONSIDERED A LANDMARK

Voted Top 5 Best Old Fashioned Italian-American  
Restaurant in Brooklyn by Critic Robert Sietsema

New York

$31.00

$29.0022299999.00000000000000222222999999999..0000999...000000000000000000
$32.00
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sometimes.”
Debiasi said she would 

move in a heartbeat if she 
could fi nd someone who 
would buy her home.

“I can’t afford to move,” 
she said. “Nobody in their 
right minds would want to 
live here.”

There have been other 
bus depots over the years 
in the lot on E. 69th Street 
between Avenues S and W, 
but residents say the cur-
rent transit company is 
the worst because it hosts 
many more buses than any 
of its predecessors. One 
resident said that the bois-
terous buses — which are 

regularly double-parked 
all over the neighborhood 
— are taking over the area 
because there are so many 
of them. 

“That seems to be the 
biggest issue — the quan-
tity of them, they’re just 
packed in like sardines,” 
said longtime local Joe 
Dai. “That seems to be the 
major issue.”

Locals suspect the 
landowner intentionally 
brought in a troublesome 
bus depot in order to  push 
neighbors to support a plan 
to build condos on the site .

The community has 
been fi ghting the buses 
throughout the school 
year, but Debiasi said her 
family’s health has con-
tinued to deteriorate be-

cause of the fumes. 
“The doctor said to me 

without a doubt it contrib-
utes to it. She said ‘I feel so 
bad that’s what you’re fac-
ing,’ ” said Debiasi. “I my-
self have never had breath-
ing issues, but ever since 
November, I can’t tell you 
how many medications 
I’ve been on. People were 
scared of me because I’m 
constantly coughing.”

She said she wishes the 
depot would vacate but she 
said she isn’t expecting 
anything to happen at least 
until the spring. 

“You sit here and you 
look and feel helpless,” she 
said.  “Now you have the 
winter months — they’re 
not going to fi nd anything 
now.”

Kings and Richmond 
county party leaders will 
select their candidates for 
the special election that 
would fi ll Grimm’s vacant 
seat.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
has not announced when 
the election will take place. 
 Conservative Party chair-
man Mike Long told radio 
host and mayoral also-ran 
John Catsimatidis it may 
not come until March . 

The governor could also 
hold the election at the same 
time as November’s city-
wide election, a move that 
would spare taxpayers the 
cost of a special election, 
Malliotakis said. The spe-
cial election is estimated 
to run $1 million, but wait-
ing would leave the district 
without congressional rep-
resentation for at least an-

other eight months.
Staten Island’s Cusick 

and Donovan emerged as 
their parties’ rumored 
top picks in the days after 
Grimm’s Dec. 30 announce-
ment that he would step 
down.

But Brooklyn politi-
cians Malliotakis and Gen-
tile said they have name 
recognition in both bor-
oughs that could carry 
them to victory.

The key for Ridge can-
didates will be mobilizing 
Brooklyn’s electorate and 
capitalizing on connec-
tions across the Narrows, 
Gentile said.

“If we can start out with 
a nice large cushion in 
Brooklyn, then we could 
draw up enough support 
in Staten Island that would 
carry the day,” he said.

Gentile said a three-
term stint as a state sena-
tor representing Brooklyn 
and Staten Island from 1997 

to 2002 positions him as a 
strong candidate.

Malliotakis, whose As-
sembly district encom-
passes parts of Bay Ridge 
and much of eastern Staten 
Island, said she is also 
poised to appeal to voters 
on both sides of the Verra-
zano-Narrows Bridge.

Brooklyn state Sen. 
Martin Golden (R–Bay 
Ridge)  and Malliotakis ally 
nonetheless threw his sup-
port behind Donovan for 
the seat on Jan 4.

“He’s a guy who’s been 
out there for a number of 
years, he’s done a great 
service for our city, for 
our state, and he is the one 
I would be supporting,” 
 Golden told the Observer . 
“Nicole would have been 
my second-best choice. It 
all comes down to prior-
ity — who’s been around 
the longest, who’s done the 
most. It’s about waiting 
your turn.”

Continued from page 1 

GRIMM

Continued from page 1 

BUS DEPOT

EYES ON THE SEAT: (Left) Councilman Vincent Gentile once represented parts of Brooklyn and Staten 
Island in the state senate and says that experience positions him to win votes on both sides of the 
Narrows. (Center) Assemblyman Bill Colton says he wants to return honor to a seat where two of the 
last three representatives have left offi ce in disgrace. (Right) Assemblywoman Nicole Malliotakis — a 
Staten Islander — says she’s already got the Brooklyn Conservative Party’s backing.
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10% Senior Citizen
or Veteran’s Discount

Every Wednesday

BROOKLYN
MARKET

JANUARY
2015

Stop by & Pick up our
new Loyalty Card at the

Brooklyn Market.

No Gimmicks,
Just Rewards!

Free Home Delivery
Available!

Follow Us For 
Special Savings

Fresh Hand Cut USA

Fillet of
Sole

Stouffer’s
Mac. & Cheese

12 oz. Box

Hot or Lean
Pockets

Select Var. 8-9 oz. Box 2/$5Super A
Ice Cream

Select Var. 48 oz. Cont.2/$52/$4 2/$4 Alexia
Fries

Select Var. 13.5-32 oz. Pkg.

Super A
Granulated Sugar

4 Lb. Bag FReeFReeFReeFReeFRee
With Club Card & Add.

$25.00 Purchase or More.
Limit 1 Deal.

Mazola 
Pure Corn Oil

128 Fl. oz. Cont. $799$799$799$799$799

Scott
Bath Tissue

20 Roll Pack

Bounty
Towels

Select Var. 8 Pack=12 $999$999$999$999$999$1299$1299$1299$1299$1299

$399$399$399$399$399Imported
Clementines

3 LB. BAG

99¢99¢99¢99¢99¢Gala
Apples Lb.

2/$32/$32/$32/$32/$3California
Broccoli

FRESH

5/$55/$55/$55/$55/$5Hass
Avocados

Bunch

$199$199$199$199$199
Florida
Strawberries

RED
RIPE

1 Lb.
Pkg.

$899$899$899$899$899
Lb.

$159$159$159$159$159
Perdue 
Chicken Breast Lb.

GRADE A
W/RIBS

$399$399$399$399$399
Bottom 
Round Roast Lb.

$599$599$599$599$599
Lb.

Flank
Steaks

Breakstone’s
Cottage Doubles

5/$5
Select Var. 3.9 oz. Cont.

Dannon Oikos
Greek Yogurt

5/$5
Select Var.5.3 oz. Cont.

Almond Breeze
Milk

2/$5
Select Var. 64 oz. Cont.

Breakstone’s
Whipped Butter

$199

Select Var.8 oz. Cont./Pkg.

IMPORTED
WASHINGTON STATE

EXTRA FANCY

Eye Round
Roast

$499

MOZZARELLA STICKS OR
MUSHROOM BITES 8 OZ.

LIGHT’N FIT GREEK
OR ACTIVIA GREEK

PRINT OR 
SPREADABLE
W/CANOLA

Free Sale
2/$3.00

CANOLA OR
VEGETABLE

REGULAR OR
EXTRA SOFT

With Club Card & Add.
$10.00 Purchase or More.

Limit 1 Deal.

With Club Card & Add.
$10.00 Purchase or More.

Limit 1 Deal.

$199French
Baguette Ea.

$599Cheddar
Cheese Lb.

Yellow Chunk Only $599Boar’s Head
Ham Lb.

IMPORTED

$1299DiParma
Prosciutto Lb.

IMPORTED

Celestial
Teas

Select Var. 18-20 Ct. Box

$199

Apple & Eve
Apple Juice

$199Select Var 11-11.4 oz. Box

NATURAL
OR 100%

Entenmann’s
Loaf Cakes

Select Var. 11.5-16 oz. Box

2/$5
2/$5

Select Var. 
9-11.5 oz. Bag

Doritos
Chips

Bertolli
Olive Oil

25.5 Fl. oz. Cont.

$599

Progresso
Bread Crumbs

Seletct Var. 15 oz. Cont.

99¢

EXTRA VIRGIN, CLASSIC
OR EXTRA LIGHT

Peter Pan
Peanut Butter

Select Var. 16.3 oz. Cont.

Progresso
Traditional Soups

Select Var. 18.5-19 oz. Can

$169

Deer Park
Water

24 Pack 16.9 oz. Btl. +Dep.

$399

3/$5

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT SALES TO 1 PER FAMILY.PRICES EFFECTIVE THIS STORE ONLY.NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.SOME PICTURES ARE FOR DESIGN PURPOSES ONLY AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT ITEMS ON SALE.GRAPHIC MAKERS PLUS:201-501-8201


