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BY VANESSA OGLE
More condos are on the way 
for Sheepshead Bay.

A seven-story condo-
minium with ground-
fl oor retail is replacing 
the iconic El Greco diner, 
which  closed in December 
after more than 40 years of 
business . 

But a new condo com-
plex — tentatively sched-
uled to start construction 
in six to nine months — 
means an infl ux of new 
residents to the waterfront 
neighborhood, which is too 
much to swallow for one 
longtime local.  

“We have traffi c jams 

and gridlock where we 
never had it before, and 
yet we’re building more,” 
said Steve Barrison, presi-
dent of the Bay Improve-
ment Group. “We’re at the 
crossroads, we’re at a point 
where we’ve reached the 
point — we’re full.”

BY VANESSA OGLE
The developer seeking to build a 
massive apartment tower on the 
site of Trump Village Shopping 
Center will end months of rumors 
and fretful speculation by fi nally 
revealing his plans at a public 
meeting in Brighton Beach next 
month.

Representatives of property 
owner Rubin Schron will pres-
ent his plans — which include an 
40-story, as-of-right, mixed-use 
building with “upscale” retail on 
the ground fl oor — to community 
members and elected offi cials at 
a meeting next week at Abraham 
Lincoln High School.

 Worried locals have been in 
the dark since October, when ru-
mors of the shopping center’s im-
pending demolition fi rst began 
circulating . Senior citizens have 
been concerned about the fate of 
the various storefronts there that 
they depend on, including  phar-
macies, a post offi ce and several 
specialist doctors’ offi ces .

Some of the businesses getting 
pushed out of the complex will re-
locate to a nearby site on Sheep-

BY MAX JAEGER
The trains do not run on 
time. The trains have al-
ways run on time.

In an apparent display 
of double-speak, a Metro-
politan Transportation 
Authority honcho said the 
Authority will make tardy 
R trains run on schedule — 
by adjusting the schedule.

“We are, however, in 
the process of revising the 
weekday schedules on all 
of our subway lines to bet-
ter refl ect current operat-
ing conditions. These revi-
sions include the R, which 
we expect will allow us to 
provide more reliable ser-
vice,” wrote New York City 

Continued on page 9

Continued on page 8Continued on page 8

Slope hospital 
agrees to 

smaller center
BY NOAH HUROWITZ

New York Methodist Hospital has 
agreed to downsize a planned ex-
pansion after more than a year 
and a half of pressure from Park 
Slope activists.

A court settlement with the or-
ganization Preserve Park Slope 
has the hospital lop a story off 
of the proposed U-shaped outpa-
tient center along Eighth Ave-
nue and Fifth and Sixth streets, 
add greenery on the Eighth Av-
enue side of the property, and 
pledge to work with traffi c ex-
perts to reduce the impact on sur-
rounding streets. The settlement 
ends a lawsuit by the group and 
comes with the stipulation that 
the activists do nothing to op-
pose the process of securing new 
approvals for the modifi ed plan. 
The neighbors who have spent 
the past year and a half railing 
against the proposed building in 
court, at hearings, and in a street 

Continued on page 10
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EMMONS ENCLAVE: The 
seven-story condo that will 
replace the recently closed 
El Greco diner.

The Mariinsky Ballet’s “Swan Lake” has a happy, Soviet-friendly ending when it dances into the Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music this month. For more, see page 7. N. Razina

R train times slowed Diner serves up condos

Trump 
to talk 
towers
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TO BE A PERFECT PARENT.

There are thousands of kids in foster care who will take you just the way you are.

888. 200. 4005   AdoptUSKids.org

BY MAX JAEGER
What’s the old saying? One 
man’s trash is another 
man’s good job with a pen-
sion?

A Sunset Park res-
ident is helping his 
neighbors land sought-
after jobs with the De-
partment of Sanitation 
in hopes that the high-
wage gigs will stabilize 
a neighborhood he fears 
is poised for rapid gen-
trifi cation. 

“This is about main-
taining our population,” 
said civic leader Tony 
Giordano. “Sunset Park is 
on the precipice.”

Giordano spent last 
week helping about a 
dozen Sunset Park res-
idents study for the de-
partment’s civil-ser-
vice exam. The former 
public-school teacher 
said the city’s plans to 
redevelop the water-
front could bring an in-
f lux of money into the 
immigrant neighbor-
hood without lifting up 
the people living there 
now. 

Locals voiced similar 
concerns that newcom-
ers would drive up rents 
and push out longtime 
residents when the city 
announced it wanted to 
 entice Manhattan fash-
ionistas to the neighbor-
hood’s Liberty View In-
dustrial Plaza late last 
year . 

Helping residents se-
cure stable, well-paid jobs 
is key to preventing dis-
placement, Giordano said.

The starting salary 
for a sanitation worker 
is $33,746 per year — 
more than $16 an hour 
— and can increase to a 
maximum of $69,339 af-
ter fi ve and a half years.

Careers with New 
York’s Strongest are some 
of the most prized city jobs 
thanks to high pay, good 
benefi ts, and a short pen-
sion vesting period, re-
quiring only 22 years on 

the job before workers are 
eligible for full retirement, 
one sanitation worked 
said. And the work is en-
joyable — despite dealing 
with other people’s trash, 
the worker said.

“A couple of guys in 
my garage have worked 30 
years, and they don’t want 
to retire. That says some-
thing,” said Alberto San-
chez, who joined the de-
partment 15 months ago, 
and whose two brothers 
are taking the test in Feb-
ruary. 

Giordano tutored his 
pupils in basic test-taking 
skills, but he also ran them 
through practice exams 
provided by the Sunset 
Park Business Improve-
ment District. 

Students’ ages ranged 
from early 20s to late 40s. 
The sanitation hopefuls 
reported having steady 
work, but said the munic-
ipal gig would be a major 
improvement.

“I drive a truck in 
Manhattan,” said Javier 
“Suave” Mercado. “But I 
wanted to upgrade to sani-
tation for the benefi ts.”

“It’s all about providing 
for my family,” Joseph Ri-
vera said.

The Sunset Park resi-

dents face a lot of competi-
tion for the coveted trash-
handling jobs. 

Tens of thousands of 
people are expected to take 
the test, Giordano said. 
The department ranks ap-
plicants based on their 
scores, and when a job 
opens up, it draws from the 
top of the list, he said.

Applicants often wait 
years to get called. The 
last test was in 2007. 
Sanchez scored 98 out 
of a possible 110 (the de-
partment gives bonus 
points for living in the 
fi ve boroughs and hav-
ing veteran status) and 
he didn’t get a call from 
the department until 
2013, because there were 
4,000 people ahead of 
him in line.

The sanitation hopefuls 
have a month to shore up 
their knowledge and run 
through test prep packets 
ahead of the exam, which 
the city will administer in 
early February. 

As Giordano wrapped 
up the Jan. 8 class, he re-
minded his students that 
the real work lies ahead. 

“After Friday, you won’t 
have me,” he said. 

“The weightlifting is 
all yours to do.”

Sunset Parker helps locals prep 
for Department of Sanitation test

STUDY BREAK: Sunset Parkers take a breather from the textbook 
grind. Giordano’s wife, Renee, directs the Sunset Park Business Im-
provement District, which purchased study materials and let the 
sanitation hopefuls use the offi ce as a classroom. 
 Photo by Steve Schnibbe

Garbage guru



J
AN. 18, 2015, B

ROOKLYN W
EEKLY

3

BY NOAH HUROWITZ 
AND NATHAN TEMPEY

Let the good times roll!
The Kings Theatre has an-

nounced its initial 2015 schedule, 
and it is chock full of big-name acts 
young and old, tending toward the 
old, to follow up the Feb. 3 grand 
opening featuring  Diana Ross .  
“We are thrilled to host such a di-
verse roster of artists from around 
the globe for our inaugural year of 
live music, dance, and theater,” said 
Matt Wolf, director of the 3,000-seat 
Flatbush venue, in a statement.

Here’s who’s coming:
• Sarah McLachlan

• Frankie Valli and the Four 

Seasons

• Disney Live! presents “Three 
Classic Fairy Tales,” for the kids

• Mavado and Capleton, dance-
hall legends

• Widespread Panic

• Crosby, Stills, and Nash

• Gladys Knight

• “Tales from the Silk Cotton 

Tree,” a musical play incorporat-
ing sonic stylings from across the 
Caribbean

• Moscow Ballet’s “Great Rus-

sian Nutcracker” 
• “Annie”
The Theatre will host its fi rst 

public performances on Jan. 27, 
ahead of the grand opening, with a 
free, ticketed show featuring local 
acts, including the Brooklyn Ballet 
and the Brooklyn Youth Chorus.

The shows will end nearly four 
decades of abandonment and re-
store the former picture palace to its 
glory of nearly a century ago, albeit 
not as a single-screen movie-house. 
The Loew’s Kings Theatre opened 
its doors in 1929, just months before 
the stock market crash that set off 
the Great Depression. Movie-going 
was more of a high society experi-
ence then, and the theater refl ected 
that, with marble fl oors, walnut 
wood walls, and massive chande-
liers modeled after those in Paris’s 
opera house and the Palace of Ver-
sailles.

It closed in 1977, and it was a husk 
of its former self when construction 
began in January, 2013.

By then, thieves had absconded 
with light fi xtures and the pipes 
of its grand organ, mildew had de-
stroyed drapes, and water dam-
age had taken its toll on much of 
the plasterwork. But a good deal of 
the original walnut walls and mar-
ble fl oors remained in place, and 
enough plaster detail was intact on 

one side of the grand auditorium to 
take molds of and recreate on the op-
posite side.

The Brooklyn Courier got a 
sneak peek at the interior ahead of 
the opening and we can report that 
nearly everything is in place but for 
the curtain on the stage, the lights 
in the marquee, the fi ve bars in-
side, and a contract with the stage-
hand union. On Jan. 9, the Fire De-
partment was busy testing alarms, 
ticket-takers and concessions staff-
ers had just departed from a train-
ing session, and swaths of carpet 
were newly unprotected, now that 
nearly all the period paint-job and 
ornate plasterwork has been com-
pleted.

“This could all be open to the 
public right now,” said Steven Eh-
renberg, the theater’s director of 
production, as he conducted a tour.

The theater’s director of market-
ing said that the announcement of 

Diana Ross’s imminent visit made 
a splash, and that the theater itself 
will too, once people get a fi rst look 
at it.

“We’re very pleased with the 
public’s response to our grand open-
ing act, and we’re excited to show 
the public the grand space we’ve re-
stored,” Charley Magrew said.

Asked how theater honchos plan 
to keep the massive venue busy 
year-round, Magrew and Wolf said 
that they are going to hold down the 
middle of the borough venue spec-
trum.

“We’re going to bring in larger 
acts that locals might not see oth-
erwise,” Magrew said, adding that 
managers’ long-term plan is to host 
200 or more shows per year.

Wolf, the theater’s head, said 
Barclays Center has showed that it 
can work.

“Barclays proved the demand is 
there,” he said.

For high rollers, the theater is 
offering balcony seat packages that 
come with perks including extra 
legroom, reserved parking, separate 
bathrooms, a separate entrance, an 
“express lane” to the bar, wait ser-
vice, and more, starting at $1,500, 
and ranging as high as $6,950. One 
catch is that the cost only reserves 
tickets, which members then still 
have to purchase. Similar “seat li-
censes” on the lower level reserve 
purchasers the right to buy tickets 
for prime seats. The cost: $4,950 for 
a year.

For more information, visit www.
kingstheatre.com.

Stars line up to play boro’s newest venue

Kings of Kings
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A PALACE ONCE MORE: The elaborate 
decorations inside the (above) Kings The-
atre are starting to (left) sparkle after 
two years of restorative work. 

Who’s on tap at 
the Kings Theatre
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Sarah McLachlan, (top)  Lilith Fair extraordinaire, 
March 14; Widespread Panic, 
(left) jam band heroes, April 
24–25; Frankie Valli and 

the Four Seasons, (below, 
left) pop survivors, March 21; 
Gladys Knight, (below, cen-
ter) Empress of Soul, June 6; 
Moscow Ballet’s “Great Rus-

sian Nutcracker,” (below, 
right) Dec. 5

Crosby, Stills, and Nash 
(bottom) folkie heroes, May 15 
and 16.
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A cornucopia of artists is set to play the 

refurbished Kings Theatre in the coming 

year. The line-up includes:
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
The latest man exoner-
ated following a wrongful 
murder conviction under 
former district attorney 
Charles Hynes wants to 
dedicate his life to help-
ing free innocent people in 
prison — but fi rst, he is hit-
ting the beach.

District Attorney Ken 
Thompson announced on 
Jan. 5 that he was vacating 
the conviction of Clinton 
Hill native Derrick Hamil-
ton, who spent 20 years in 
prison for the 1991 shooting 
death of Nathaniel Cash de-
spite his insistence that he 
was in Connecticut at the 
time of the murder. Cash’s 
girlfriend, the only wit-
ness, recanted her testi-
mony, and pushed for Ham-
ilton’s release. Now that his 
name is cleared, Hamilton 
has big plans, but on the top 
of his to-do list is taking a 
trip to Puerto Rico.

“It feels like a million 
pounds off my back,” Ham-
ilton said. “I feel like I’ve 
been reborn.”

Cops arrested Hamilton 
in March, 1991, and he said 
that at the time he thought 
the whole thing would blow 
over once he showed he was 
innocent. But he never even 
made bail.

“I knew I didn’t do it, 
and I thought, ‘I can stand a 
couple months at Rikers,’ ” 
Hamilton said. “It was so 
depressing. You can say 
you’re innocent a million 
times, but no one is going to 
believe you.”

Hamilton was released 
in 2011, but was subject to 
the same restrictions as 
other parolees. He had to 
obtain permission to leave 
the state and inform poten-
tial employers of his status. 
On paper he remained a 
convicted killer. 

Now he can move freely, 

and his record is offi cially 
scrubbed of any trace of the 
wrongful murder convic-
tion.

When Thompson signed 
the documents freeing him 
of the murder rap and ev-
erything that came with it, 

Hamilton said he was over-
come with emotion.

“To actually be invited 
in and hear him say, ‘You 
were right,’ was indescrib-
able,” he said. “I wanted 
to go up and hug the guy. 
It was the best day of my 
life.”

One of the cops who 
helped put Hamilton away 
was retired, now-disgraced 
detective Louis Scarcella, 
whose record has come 
under intense scrutiny by 
a wrongful-conviction re-
view team assembled by 
Thompson, and who has 
seen fi ve homicide convic-
tions he helped secure be 
overturned, according to 
 the New York Daily News . 

Hamilton said he feels 
plenty of anger at Scarcella 
for putting him away in the 
fi rst place, but he reserved 
most of his fury for Judge 
Edward Rappaport, who 
presided over his trial and 

multiple appeals.
“What he did was worse 

than Scarcella,” Hamilton 
said. “He had the opportu-
nity to right what he did, 
but he never did. He knew 
Scarcella was crooked 
but believed him anyway. 
Judges who don’t uphold 
the Constitution should be 
taken off the bench.”

Thompson, whose cam-
paign focused on alleged 
prosecutorial misconduct 
under 23-year top prosecu-
tor Charles Hynes, said his 
exoneration of Hamilton 
and others is an attempt 
at restoring faith in the 
courts.

“Wrongful convictions 
ultimately destroy the 
lives of the people who are 
wrongfully convicted, as 
well as their families, and 
also do damage to the integ-
rity of the justice system,” 
he said in a statement. 

A longtime critic of 

Hynes who helped exon-
erate  David McCallum  
cheered Thompson’s lat-
est overturned conviction, 
his 11th since taking offi ce, 
casting it as a blow against 
Hynes’s legacy of corrup-
tion.

“You gotta hand it to 
him. He’s not sweeping any-
thing under the rug,” said 
John O’Hara, who Hynes 
 once prosecuted for voting 
outside of his district . “All 
of Hynes’s convictions were 
bad. Nothing straight came 
out of that offi ce.”

Hamilton praised 
Thompson, but said he is 
troubled that people who 
worked on his case and oth-
ers involving Scarcella still 
have high-ranking jobs in 
Thompson’s offi ce. 

“So far he is doing a 
great job,” Hamilton said. 
“But there are still peo-
ple in this offi ce who don’t 
want to see justice done.”

Murder exoneree plans to become advocate — after a well-deserved vacation

ENJOYING FREEDOM: Derrick 
Hamilton holds his 2-year-old 
daughter Maia. 
 Photo by Brit Worgan

Free to move about the country

CATERERS

Offering 
dinner, cocktail 

and 
buffet options

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228 • 718–331–2900 • www.siricos.net
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.

BY MAX JAEGER
Bay Ridge will soon be a pig 
sty — but in a good way.

Pig Guy NYC — pur-
veyor of all things pork at 
MCU Park — is opening a 
franchise on Third Avenue 
in Bay Ridge, and he’s prom-
ising his porcine provisions 
will shake up the neighbor-
hood.

“We’re going to bring 
barbecue in Bay Ridge to a 
whole new level,” said the 
Pig Guy himself, Thomas 
Perone, who lives in the 
neighborhood.

It’s the fi rst dine-in 
joint for Perone, who also 
slings swine at Citi Field 
and a Manhattan food 
market, and will serve 
as a fl agship for future 
expansion, said a friend 
and one of the new res-
taurant’s franchisees.

“My partner and I are 
helping Tommy develop 
his franchise model,” said 
Pasquale “Bino” Trunzo, 
a Bensonhurst native now 
living in Bay Ridge. “We’re 
building the brand. If 
Tommy opens more stores, 
this is where people would 
come to train.”

The trio has chops — 

Perone is a longtime chef 
who cut his teeth at Gargiu-
los and Leo’s Casa Calamari 
before getting a culinary 
degree, Trunzo was gen-
eral manager at Manhattan 
steak house The Palm for 
six years, and third partner 
George Venetsanakos has 
an accounting background, 
Trunzo said.

Plus they have a serious 
fi xer. Real estate attorney 
and president of the Mer-
chants of Third Avenue 
Robert Howe brokered the 
deal on their digs at Third 
Avenue and 84th Street. The 
mover-and-shaker among 
Ridge merchants said the 
new restaurant is a success 
story in the making.

“We can’t wait for this 
to happen,” Howe said. “It’s 
three young entrepreneurs, 
and we’re excited about 
having them come to the 
avenue. Barbecue is a very 
popular format lately, and 
we’re glad to add it to the 
mix.”

Trunzo said opening in 
Bay Ridge, with its rows of 
eateries and nightlife ca-
chet, was a natural choice.

“When you live in Ben-
sonhurst and Dyker, Bay 

Ridge is kind of the play-
ground,” he said. “It’s my 
home. I want to be able to 
participate and contribute 
to an already strong busi-
ness district.”

Once the eatery opens, 
the scents of corn bread, 
collards, brisket, chicken — 
and of course, pork — will 
waft along Third Avenue, 
Perone said.

But it won’t be strictly 
Southern fare — more like 
smokehouse fusion for the 
foodie set, according to 
Trunzo.

“We have a chorizo-
provolone dog with chimi-
churri — that’s Mexican 
sausage stuffed with Italian 
cheese, topped with an Ar-
gentinian sauce,” Trunzo 
said. “There are all these 
different infl uences elevat-
ing dishes, using more com-
plex recipes. In Bay Ridge, 
as with other hot spots in 
Brooklyn, the culture is 
changing — there’s more 
attention than ever be-
ing put on food. People are 
more conscious to different 
things — fresh ingredients, 
green production, small 
batch beers — and that’s 
us.”

It’s a pig deal!
Barbecue joint coming to Third Ave.

PORCINE SCENE: Thomas Perone — also know as Pig Guy — is bringing his brand of barbecue to Bay 
Ridge, where he and two partners are opening their fi rst sit-down restaurant. Photo by Cate Dingley
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BY VANESSA OGLE
A trio of proposed city laws 
aimed at cracking down 
unmanned aerial vehicles 
— including remote-con-
trolled fl ying toys — just 
won’t fl y with aerial hobby-
ists in Marine Park. 

The bills range in scope 
from an outright ban on all 
radio-controlled aircraft, 
to insurance and registra-
tion requirements, to sim-
ply regulating on how and 
where the aircraft would 
fl y.

But one local man who 
has been fl ying remote-
controlled aircraft for 15 
years says that while some 
regulation may be needed, 
the proposed laws miss the 
point and would unfairly 

punish responsible hobby-
ists more than they would 
deter people who misuse 
the technology.

“I don’t think this free-
for-all is right and I don’t 
think these regulations are 
right,” said Mike Palumbo, 
president of the Radio Con-
trol Society of Marine Park, 
adding that the new laws 
would “ruin” his club. “It is 
going to impact the wrong 
people — they’re not going 
to correct the situation.” 

Palumbo said that mem-
bers of his club already ad-
here to a set of voluntary 
regulations devised by the 
Academy of Model Aero-
nautics, which requires 
its members to have insur-
ance.

The bills are also writ-
ten far too broadly, cover-
ing not only hovering sur-
veillance drones but also 
all radio-controlled fl ying 
children’s toys, said an-
other hobbyist.

“Even a child that goes 
to Radio Shack and buys 
a $15 helicopter would be-
come a criminal under this 
bill, which is ridiculous,” 
said Ron Molaro of the 
Pennsylvania Avenue Ra-
dio Control Society, which 
meets at Marine Park’s 
Floyd Bennett Field.

Councilman Dan Garo-
dnick (D–Manhattan) in-
troduced  legislation that 
would ban the use of all 
unmanned aerial vehicles 
anywhere in the city  “ex- cept by the police depart-

ment with a warrant.” 
Councilman Paul Vallone 
(D–Queens) proposed  a bill 
that would regulate how 
aerial vehicles could oper-
ate , and Public Advocate 
Tish James proposed  a law 
that would require opera-
tors of all unmanned aerial 
vehicles to carry insurance 
and register them with the 
Department of Transporta-
tion . The bills are all sepa-
rate, but a spokeswoman 
for James said they will 
most likely be debated to-
gether by the Council. 

Garodnick, who pro-
posed the harshest law, said 
exemptions for hobbyists 
and others may be added 
into the law — but said that 
the most important thing 
is to prevent operators of 
these devices from spying 
on residents. 

“Our draft bill to signif-
icantly restrict drone use 
is a jumping off point, and 
we will consider appropri-
ate exemptions for hobby-
ists and others through the 
legislative process,” said 
Garodnick.  “Many New 

Yorkers fear a day — per-
haps not too far off — when 
drones are so commonplace 
that government or neigh-
bors may easily peer into 
windows or look into back-
yards. We have an obliga-
tion as lawmakers to pre-
vent this type of intrusive 
surveillance and to patrol 
our increasingly crowded 
skies.”

But Palumbo said those 
types of cinematic fears 
center around surveil-
lance drones, not the radio-
controlled planes that the 
majority of his club mem-
bers fl y. He acknowledges 
that radio-controlled air-
craft can be dangerous 
and should never be used 
in crowded areas —  like 
TGI Friday’s did in its in-
famous “mobile mistletoe” 
publicity stunt that back-
fi red when it wounded our 
photographer  — but he said 
the individuals in his club 
have always followed safety 
guidelines.  

“In a restaurant, you’re 
unprotected. You’re not 
wearing hard hats and 
safety equipment — you’re 

there for a meal,” said 
Palumbo. “We don’t fl y 
over unprotected people, 
over unprotected vehicles, 
homes.”

Molaro said that Val-
lone’s bill — which is co-
sponsored by Councilman 
Alan Maisel (D–Marine 
Park) — would be bet-
ter than an outright ban 
or onerous registration 
requirements. It would 
merely prohibit using re-
mote-control aircraft for 
surveillance, and restrict 
where they can be fl own, 
but it would still push hob-
byists out of Floyd Bennett 
Field, which is within the 
fi ve-mile no-drone zone the 
bill would create around 
Kennedy airport.

“Vallone’s would defi -
nitely be the lesser of the 
evils,” said Molaro. “If 
they’re having a problem 
with the drones then stick 
to the drones — don’t look 
to ground us.”

Molaro, who has been 
fl ying remote-controlled 
aircraft for 30 years, said 
he and his fellow club mem-

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2015 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

SOAR POINT: Ron Molaro, the president of Pennsylvania Avenue Radio Control Society that operates 
out of Floyd Bennett Field, shows off his electric-powered profi le Gee Bee plane, which could become 
illegal if one of the proposed laws passes. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Game of drones
City may ban remote-controlled fl ying toys

BY VANESSA OGLE
There are three pieces of proposed legislation that would either regulate or ban 
virtually all unmanned aerial vehicles, including drones, radio-controlled air-
planes, and remote-control fl ying toys. 

The proposal by Councilman Dan Garodnick (D–Manhattan), which is co-
sponsored by 14 councilmembers, would ban all unmanned aerial vehicles 
anywhere within the city limits except those used by the NYPD with a war-
rant. 

The proposal by Public Advocate Tish James, which has two co-spon-
sors, would require that all unmanned aerial vehicles — including radio-
controlled toys — be insured and registered with the Department of Trans-
portation.

The proposal by Councilman Paul Vallone (D–Queens), which is co-spon-
sored by 23 councilmembers including Councilman Alan Maisel (D–Marine 
Park), would regulate the use of unmanned aerial vehicles in the city:

• Unmanned aerial vehicles may not be used for surveillance.
• The vehicles must not be used within fi ve miles of an airport, unless an op-

erator has received permission in advance to do so.
• The vehicles cannot be used with the intent of harming people or their prop-

erty.
• Operators cannot fl y the vehicles above 400 feet.
• The vehicles cannot be used within a quarter-mile of an open-air assembly, 

school, hospital, or house of worship.
• Operators cannot use the vehicles in weather that would impair the opera-

tor’s ability to do so safely.
• The vehicles cannot be used at night.
• Operators cannot fl y the vehicles beyond line of sight.

Drone wars: Three proposals

Continued on page 9
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BY TRUPTI RAMI
They’re from Russia, 

with love for our multi-
purpose concert halls. 

The 275-year-old Rus-
sian ballet company that 
was once home to Mikhail 
Baryshnikov, Rudolf 
Nureyevm, and Anna 
Pavlova will dance into 
the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music this month, where 
it will perform several 
different ballets as part 
of a two-week residency. 
The director of St. Peters-
burg’s Mariinsky Theatre 
chose the venue for its lat-
est New York trip because 
it has the capacity to host 
performances from the 
theater’s opera company 
as well as its ballet outfi t, 
according to a spokesper-
son for the Fort Greene 
arts institution.

“Valery Gergiev was 

looking for a way to pres-
ent both his artistic homes 
— the Mariinsky Ballet 
and Opera — in New York 
City under one roof and 
BAM quickly became his 
top priority,” said Brook-
lyn Academy of Music ex-
ecutive producer Joseph 
V. Melillo.

The 12-day stint will 
kick off with a perfor-
mance of the Rodion 
Shschedrin opera “The 
Enchanted Wanderer” — 
which has not been per-
formed in New York since 
its world premiere with 
the New York Philhar-
monic in 2002 — followed 
by three ballets, “Swan 
Lake,” “Cinderella,” and a 
trio of dances set to music 
by Chopin.

The Mariinsky take on 
“Swan Lake” hails from 
the 1950s, and — spoiler 

— features a uncommon 
happy ending to the typi-
cally tragic tale of Odette 
and Prince Siegfried, a 
plot change dictated by 
the Soviet regime of the 
time. The company’s “Cin-
derella” is a more modern 
ballet, devised by famed 
choreographer Alexei Rat-
mansky in 2002.

Melillo said the resi-
dency will be a landmark 
event for the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music.

“It is indeed a rare ac-
complishment and honor 
to present two companies 
with such dynamic and 
distinct artistic qualities 
and provide this special 
opportunity for our au-
dience,” he said. “We’re 
privileged to make this 
historic visit a reality 
here at BAM.”

The Mariinsky Theatre 

at the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music, Howard Gilman 
Opera House [30 Lafay-

ette Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636–

4100, www.bam.org]. Jan. 
14–25 at various times. 
Tickets start at $45. 

World-renowned Russian ballet company 
bringing ‘Swan Lake,’ ‘Cinderella’ to BAM

PUT ME IN, PUMPKIN COACH: The Mariinsky’s “Cinderella” was created by big-name choreographer 
Alexei Ratmansky in 2002.  N. Razina

Setting a high barre

With the minimally in-
vasive treatment for aneu-
rysms now offered by the 
Vascular Institute in Bor-
ough Park, patients can 
now plan to go home the 
same day of an operation 
that once kept patients in 
the hospital for days.

 Under the direction of 
Dr. Enrico Ascher, the In-
stitute, located across the 
street from Maimonides 
Medical Center, offers the 
very latest state-of-the-
art treatment for a wide 
range of vascular condi-
tions.

No need to travel to 
Manhattan or Long Is-
land when the very best 
care is available right 
here. Dr. Ascher and his 
team are internationally 
recognized for developing 
groundbreaking treat-
ments for patients with 
vascular disease. In some 
cases the endovascular 

techniques developed by 
this team have eliminated 
the need for surgery.

There was a time not 
long ago when patients 
seeking treatment for an 
aneurysm could expect to 
leave the hospital with an 
ugly scar running from 
the collar bone to the 
groin.

It doesn’t have to be 
that way, says Dr. Ascher. 
The surgery that he has 
pioneered is done with 
the guidance of ultra-
sound on an ambulatory 
basis. 

“This procedure is 
minimally invasive. 
The blockage can be re-
moved with just a small 
incision in the groin,” he 
said. “The beauty of it is 
that we have simplified 
this approach. Instead of 
spending four or five days 
in the ICU, patients can 
expect to be home for din-
ner.”

This new procedure re-
duces costs and, more im-
portantly, it reduces the 
risk of complications. In 
the not-distant future he 
expects to be able to per-
form the surgery, which 
is done with the patient 
under local anesthesia, 
in his Brooklyn facility. 
To date more than 1,000 
patients have taken ad-

vantage of the life-saving 
aneurysm surgery offed 
by the institute.

Aneurysms occur 
when part of a blood ves-
sel or cardiac chamber 
swell because the blood 
vessel is damaged or 
there is a weakness in the 
wall of the blood vessel. 
As the aneurysm grows 
there is a risk of rupture, 

which can lead to severe 
hemorrhage and other 
complications, including 
sudden death.

Dr. Ascher is cur-
rently the chief of vascu-
lar surgery at Lutheran 
Medical Center. Prior to 
this he was the chairman 
of the Vascular Division 
and director of the Vascu-
lar Fellowship Program 
at Maimonides Medical 
Center. In addition he is 
the founder of the Pan 
American Congress on 
Vascular and Endovas-
cular Surgery, which 
provides a forum for sur-
geons from South Amer-
ica, Central America and 
North America. 

The doctor has writ-
ten more than 250 articles 
published in medical jour-
nals. Put simply, it would 
be difficult, if not impos-
sible, to find a more re-
spected leader in the field 
of vascular medicine.

In addition to the 
treatment of aneurysms, 
the Institute provides 
the most progressive and 
advanced care available 
for the treatment of wide 
range of vascular condi-
tions including stroke 
prevention and clearing 
blocked arteries. The In-
stitute is also involved in 
wound treatment, saving 
limbs, and removing var-
icose veins.

Asked why he chose 
Brooklyn to set up his 
practice, Dr. Ascher said 
simply, “I am very happy 
the very best in vascular 
medicine right here in 
Brooklyn.”

The Vascular Insti-
tute of New York [960 
50th St. between Ninth 
Avenue and Fort Hamil-
ton Parkway in Borough 
Park, (718) 438–3800, vas-
cularnyc.com] Call or go 
the website to make an ap-
pointment.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Brooklyn doctor pioneers breakthrough in treatment of aneurysms
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Transit president Carmen Bianco 
in a Dec. 31 response to a Ridge 
politician’s call for an audit of the 
R line. 

The petitioning pol likened 
the response to something out of 
George Orwell’s dystopian mas-
terpiece “1984.”

“It’s not only Orwellian, but it’s 
almost an admission that we’re 
right,” said Councilman Vincent 
Gentile (D–Bay Ridge), who called 
for an audit of the R line in Octo-
ber. “ ‘More reliable service’ im-
plies that service is not reliable.”

But a spokesman for the tran-
sit agency defended the schedule 
revision as a long-overdue update.

“The fact of the matter is 
that scheduled running times 
for lines have not been adjusted 
in nearly 20 years,” Kevin Ortiz 
said. “Much has changed in the 
past 20 years — skyrocketing rid-
ership, more aggressive mainte-
nance, and ongoing rebuilding 
and construction that must be 
factored into running times. We 
are now moving nearly 6 million 
people a day (with more trains) 
instead of approximately 3.5 mil-
lion back in 1994.”

Bianco told Gentile that the 
Authority is reviewing the A and 

C lines and doesn’t have the re-
sources to conduct a concurrent 
review of the R line. He did not 
commit to conducting a review at 
a later date.

Straphangers and Bay Ridge 
politicians say that service has 
gone downhill since the Montague 
Tubes reopend late last year.

The Authority closed the R’s 
connection between Brooklyn 
and Manhattan for 13 months in 
August 2013 to repair damage 
wrought by Hurricane Sandy.  The 
tunnel re-opened in September  — 
on time and under budget. 

 But the honeymoon was brief, 
and riders soon reported worse 

service than before the project be-
gan.  

Bianco said the Authority put 
more trains on the tracks after the 
repairs, which could have lead to 
delays.

“In terms of scheduled ser-
vice, the peak frequency of R ser-
vice was increased from nine to 
10 trains per hour with the re-
opening of the Montague Tunnel, 
slightly increasing the likelihood 
of delays due to congestion,” he 
wrote.

A recent  Daily News review 
of Authority data  showed one-
quarter of subways arrive late — 
meaning they reach the end of the 
line more than fi ve minutes after 
scheduled — but Bianco said R 
trains are on time. 

“During the am and pm rush 
hours, R service now runs every 
six minutes on average, as it did 
prior to the Montague Tunnel clo-
sure,” he wrote.

Gentile is compiling evidence 
that the line is poorly served and 
is asking riders to share their R 
train stories  via his Facebook 
page .

“I’m going to continue to press 
them on this issue,” he said. “I 
want specifi c info — ammo — 
from riders.”

The Authority is expected 
to vote on a fare hike later this 
month.

Continued from page 1 

R TRAIN

DOUBLE-SPEAK: The Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority plans make 
the tardy R train run on schedule — by 
adjusting the schedule. 

Rybak Developers bought 
the Emmons Avenue property 
for $13 million from Anasta-
sia Venetoklis — whose late-
husband built the diner — and 
her sons, Peter and George. 
The site is bigger than nine 
basketball courts and the de-
velopment will include a pe-
destrian plaza and a pool. 

The real estate company 
that brokered the sale said the 
area is the perfect place for a 
new condo development. 

“Southern Brooklyn is 
providing local business-
people and property owners 
with excellent opportunities 
to maximize the return on 
their investments,” said Erik 
Yankelovich, the senior direc-
tor for GFI Realty Services, 
Incorporated, which sold the 
property for the Venetoklis 
family. “Neighborhoods such 
as Sheepshead Bay are being 
revitalized with an infl ux of 
young professionals due to 
their waterfront charm and 
affordability.”

But Barrison believes de-
velopers are exploiting the wa-
terfront area. Work is already 
underway on  a 30-story tower 

on Voorhies Avenue  and Bar-
rison said too many develop-
ers are focusing on making a 
quick profi t without thinking 
about safety or the long-term 
impacts on residents or infra-
structure. 

“This is about quality of 
life and public safety — the 
more people you cram into a 
waterfront district, the more 
people you have to evacuate,” 
said Barrison. 

“We’re adding more bod-
ies, more concrete, more toi-
lets, more sewer fl ow.”

The new condo develop-
ment will change the commu-
nity, agreed the chairwoman 
of Community Board 15 — 
but she said at least this resi-
dential building, unlike other 
current projects, won’t over-
whelm residents with an over-
sized structure. 

“It is not as obtrusive as 
the one on Voorhies,” said 
CB15 chairwoman Theresa 
Scavo.  “It really wasn’t in 
your face.”

She said even though she 
would rather have the decades-
old diner remain a neighbor-
hood staple, residents need to 
embrace the raw reality. 

“I prefer a diner, but they’re 
not going to let it stay there, so 
there is no choice,” said Scavo. 

Continued from page 1 

EL GRECO

Enrico Ascher, MD

Natalie Marks, MDAnil Hingorani, MD

Advanced Aortic Aneurysm Center
of the Vascular Institute of New York

Established in 1992

 Extraordinary techniques by internationally 
recognized vascular specialists...

Drs. Enrico Ascher, Anil Hingorani and Natalie Marks have introduced 
for the very fi rst time in New York City a minimally invasive tecnnique to repair 

an abdominal aortic aneurysm via a tiny puncture in each groin under local anesthesia. 
Patients may be discharged home the very same day and have supper with the family!

Aortic aneurysms are more common than you think!
They are known to be “silent killers”.

If you are 60 years of age or older you may benefi t 
from a visit to a board certifi ed vascular specialist.

www.VascularNYC.com
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bers have spent tens of 
thousands of dollars on 
their aerial vehicles and 
he wishes these elected 
offi cials had at least con-

sulted with hobbyists be-
fore writing their bills. 

“If this bill goes 
through, there is so 
much money invested 
— I fl y high-end jets, I 
have a jet that’s $20,000. 
What am I supposed to 
do?” he said. 

shead Bay Road before 
construction begins, said 
a spokeswoman for the de-
veloper, though she did not 
specify which businesses. 

“The property is just 
one block from the exist-
ing shopping center and 
will enable tenants to con-
tinue to meet the needs 
of the neighborhood’s 
residents,” said spokes-
woman Christa Segalini. 
“The new development at 
614 Sheepshead Bay Rd. is 
planned to be completed 
and ready for occupancy 
in the fourth quarter of 
2015 and the developer is 
currently in talks with the 
shopping center’s tenants 
about relocating.” 

The meeting was origi-
nally scheduled for Jan. 21, 
bit the state Department of 
Environmental Conserva-
tion told Schron to hold off 
until the agency hosts its 
own public meeting to in-
form locals about toxins at 
the  site, once home to the 
 Dangman Park Manufac-
tured Gas Plant.

 Studies show that the 

location is still contami-
nated with toxins, includ-
ing cyanide and mercury . 
Representatives from Na-
tional Grid, which bought 
the company that origi-
nally operated the plant, 
will attend the developer’s 
meeting. 

The department plans 
to host an additional meet-
ing along with representa-
tives from the state Depart-
ment of Heath on Jan. 28. A 
spokesman for the depart-
ment said safety measures 
will be discussed at the 
meeting, which will be held 

at the same location as the 
developer’s meeting.

The department said it 
has completed dozens of 
similar manufactured gas 
plant cleanups throughout 
the state, and if the strip 
mall is demolished, the de-
partment will require Na-
tional Grid to clean up the 
soil contamination before 
the construction of a new 
building.

Residents opposed to the 
tower say that they hope a 
large public outcry at the 
meeting will convince the 
developer to reevaluate the 

plans. One longtime local 
said building a tower on a 
contaminated plot in a fl ood 
zone is irresponsible — es-
pecially because the ma-
jority of residents who live 
nearby are senior citizens 
who could be particularly 
vulnerable to the toxins in 
the soil.

“First and foremost, the 
environmental concerns 
— plus, what happened in 
the aftermath of Sandy. Is 
everything as safe as we 
thought it once was?” said 
Brian Gotlieb, who has 
lived in Trump Village for 
nearly 30 years. “How are 
we to keep everyone safe? 
That has to be the overrid-
ing priority.” 

But an elected offi cial 
said the meeting is the fi rst 
step in what he hopes will 
be an amicable relation-
ship between the developer 
and the community.

“This is an opportunity 
we all have to voice our 
concerns, and this is very 
important that they’re 
coming,” said Councilman 
Chaim Deutsch (D–Sheep-
shead Bay). “If you want 
to be good neighbors, you 
have to be a good neighbor 
yourself.”

Continued from page 1 

TRUMP

UNVEILING: The plans for a 40-story residential tower to be built 
on the site of Trump Village Shopping Center will be discussed at a 
public meeting next month.

DRONES
Continued from page 6

HIGH IN THE SKY: Ron Molaro fl ies his electric-powered plane 
at Floyd Bennett Field. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-sculpting 
procedure designed to remove fat and contour the body without invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to continue 
your daily activities without interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing the Low Level Laser 

(FDA cleared for laser body contouring to emulsify fat which then 
releases into the interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through 
the body during its normal course of detoxification. The ZERONA® 
procedure was proven through a double-blind, randomized, 
multi-site, and placebo controlled study in which patients average 
loss of 3.64 inches, and some lost as much as 9 inches compared to 
the placebo group that lost only half an inch.

BECOME A NEW YOU IN THE NEW YEAR!
“What if I told you this cutting-edge device could melt inches off your waist and keep 
them off for good.”             —  Doctor Oz  talking about the ZERONA® LipoLaser

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, hips and 
thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight loss program — we 
are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off excess water weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  
WORKSHOPS

When: Tuesday, January 27th at 6:15
Where: ZERONA® Laser of New York

5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn
Cost: FREE ($79 value) 

Call: (718) 234-6212
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protest, hailed the truce.
“We are pleased that we 

have reached this agree-
ment, which will help to ad-
dress the community’s con-
cerns regarding the height 
of the new building, the 
impact of increased traffi c 
especially on pedestrian 
safety, and the effect of the 
new building on the neigh-
borhood character,” said 
Andrea Stewart, a member 
of the executive commit-
tee of Preserve Park Slope. 
“We will continue to work 
with New York Method-
ist Hospital to ensure that 
community input is incor-
porated into the site’s de-
velopment.”

As part of the agree-
ment, Methodist will 
move an entrance to the 
building from Eighth Av-
enue to Sixth Street, and 
employ a traffic engineer 
to develop a route for de-
livery trucks and ambu-
lances that will minimize 
the use of residential 
streets, except in emer-
gencies, according to a 
court document. 

The city had okayed 
the plan, which required a 

zoning variance, in June, 
prompting an activist law-
suit that has tied up the 
process until now. 

The agreement will not 
spare the 16 townhouses, 
some of them dating back 
to the 19th century, that the 
hospital owns and will tear 
down to make way for the 
new building.

A pro-expansion pol 
praised the cease-fi re.

“I am pleased that Meth-
odist Hospital and Preserve 
Park Slope have reached a 
settlement that enables the 
expansion project to move 
forward and responds to 
community concerns by 
lowering the height, allow-
ing for more community 
involvement, and work-
ing with my offi ce to ad-
dress the traffi c issues that 
have been raised by the 
proposal,” said Council-
man Brad Lander (D–Park 
Slope).

Methodist had tweaked 
the design three times in 
an effort to appease the or-
ganized opposition, but to 
no avail. 

At one point, Preserve 
Park Slope tapped engi-
neers and architects to 
draw up its own, alter-
nate expansion plan, call-
ing for shifting the bulk 

of the facility from the top 
few fl oors of the center to 
above an adjacent parking 
garage. Methodist wasn’t 
having that, either.

A spokeswoman for the 
hospital welcomed the end 
of hostilities.

“We are delighted that 
we have been able to re-
solve the litigation over 
the zoning variances in 
an amicable manner,” Lyn 
Hill said in a statement. 
“The settlement will allow 
us to move forward to con-
struct the new outpatient 
healthcare facility, which 
is very much needed by 
the entire Brooklyn com-
munity.”

The planned Center for 
Community Health will 
house a surgery center, a 
cancer center, an urgent-
care center, and a 300-
car underground garage, 
among other facilities. 

Hill said the design 
change would reduce the 
number of chemotherapy 
beds, and force the hospital 
to keep its radiation oncol-
ogy, and wound care facili-
ties where they are.

The settlement also de-
scribes the original plan 
as calling for a seven-story 
building, but the structure 
is actually eight stories.

Continued from page 1 

METHODIST

Turn over an old wreath
Sabrina Silva takes her wreath to be recycled at Bay Ridge’s Owl’s Head Park as part of the 
borough-wide Mulch Fest event on Jan. 10 and 11.  Photo by Georgine Benvenuto
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It’s All About Family!
Have you Protected Them?

If Crisis Strikes, You Risk:

Proper Planning Ensures You:

iPlugTM  Planning Protects Your Family From:

Discover:

Life is Complicated Enough. Protecting Your Family Shouldn’t Be...

JANUARY 2015 SEMINAR SCHEDULE

To reserve a seat, please call 718-514-2066 or log on to our website at www.aljlaw.com

JANUARY 27, 2015
9:00 am to 11:00 am

Kouros Bay Diner
3861 Nostrand Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11235

JANUARY 28, 2015
10:00 am to 12:00 pm

Lenny’s Clam Bar & Restaurant
161-03 Cross Bay Blvd.

Howard Beach, NY 11414

6:30 pm to 8:30 pm
 

L. Jaloza & Associates
71-27 Myrtle Avenue
Glendale, NY 11385

JANUARY 29, 2015
10:00 am to 12:00 pm

My Kitchen
106-17 Metropolitan Avenue

Forest Hills, NY 11385

6:30 pm to 8:30 pm

Jaloza & Associates
71-27 Myrtle Avenue
Glendale, NY 11385


