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BY VANESSA OGLE
Perhaps the future of the 
Riegelmann Boardwalk isn’t 
set in concrete. 

More than 100 locals and 
half a dozen elected offi cials 
turned out to demand that the 
city abandon its plan to con-
vert the iconic wooden walk-
way into a cement pathway at 
an outdoor rally last Sunday.

One local elected offi cial, 
who is trying to keep the 
boards in the Boardwalk by 
 designating it a scenic land-
mark , said the Parks Depart-
ment’s destruction of the 
Boardwalk is just another ex-
ample of the city’s history of 
neglect of Brighton Beach and 
Coney Island. 

“This is an issue that runs 
far deeper than just wood ver-
sus concrete — this is an issue 
of disrespect to this Southern 
Brooklyn icon for too long,” 
said Councilman Mark Trey-
ger (D–Coney Island), who 

also criticized the Park De-
partment’s rationale of using 
concrete because it would be 
cheaper than wood. “Would 
anyone dare to suggest that 
we convert the grass in Cen-

tral Park to fake grass in the 
name of cost saving?”

The reconstruction of the 
Boardwalk  began in Novem-
ber,  and is expected to be com-

Locals rally to keep Boardwalk made of wood

Continued on page 13

THE PEOPLE HAVE POWER: Arlene Brenner, a wooden Boardwalk advo-
cate, said the city needs to listen to the residents’ pleas. 
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

A dancer performs at Brooklyn Academy of Music’s Martin Lu-
ther King celebration on Jan. 19 while Sandra Saint Victor and 
Oya’s Daughter played a set of soul music. For more on the event, 
see page 2. Photo by Paul Martinka
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Martin Luther King, Jr. would 
have plenty to keep him busy 
in Brooklyn these days.

That was the message of 
the pols who took the stage 
at the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music on Monday for the 
29th annual tribute to King 
on Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day. Apparently referencing 
recent criticism by police 
unions, Mayor DeBlasio said 
there is nothing wrong with 
peaceful protest like the kind 
King advocated.

“There is no contradiction 
between public safety and 
fairness,” he said. “The soci-
ety we aspire to create, in the 
image of Dr. King, is a society 
where everyone feels safe and 
respected. Is safe and treated 
fairly.”

DeBlasio also offered an af-
fi rmation of the protests that 
gripped the city late last year 
following the non-indictment 
of police offi cers in Ferguson, 
Missouri and Staten Island for 
the killings of unarmed black 
men. He called peaceful pro-
test, a tenant of King’s philos-
ophy, the only effective tool for 
achieving social change.

“I know Dr. King would 
talk to us about the power 
of peaceful protest,” he said. 
“His movement worked. It was 
transcendent. It changed the 
hearts and minds of people 
across the country.”

Adams, who offi ciated the 
event, took a shot at the po-
lice union and its head, Pat 
Lynch, during his introduc-
tion of the mayor, bringing up 
the contentious conversation 
DeBlasio had with his son 
Dante about dealing with po-
lice offi cers.

“Unions will always fi ght 
for their members, but they 
should never get it twisted. 
When it’s time to determine 
which policies are going to im-
pact the people of the city of 

New York, I did not elect the 
PBA. I elected the mayor,” Ad-
ams said. “No matter how dif-
fi cult it was for some people to 
absorb his testimony about his 
son, that was a conversation 
he felt he needed. Remember, 
he didn’t adopt Dante. That’s 
his seed.”

Between musical perfor-

mances by the New York Fel-
lowship Mass Choir and San-
dra Saint Victor and Oya’s 
Daughter other pols spoke 
about King’s enduring legacy 
and the importance of continu-
ing to work towards his goals. 
Sen. Charles Schumer (D–New 
York) read from King’s “Letter 
from Birmingham Jail” be-

fore urging the au-
dience to stop wait-
ing, a key refrain in 
the text.

“Let us not wait. 
Let us move for-
ward. Let us create 
a more just Amer-
ica,” he said.

The polarizing 
and fi ery intellec-
tual Cornel West 
gave the keynote 
speech for the event. 
He urged people to 
remember how King 
was perceived dur-
ing his time in or-
der to highlight the 
civil rights leader’s 
courage in the face 
of adversity.

“It’s so easy to 
deodorize Martin 
Luther King. Every 
year you just see 
him Santa Claus-
ifi ed more,” West 
said. “But the FBI 
said he was one of 
the most dangerous 
men. He cut against 
the grain. He pushed 
the folks against the 
wall.”

West also dwelt 
on the convictions 
King forged in the 
light of civil rights 
activists before and 
during his time, 
connecting the 
movement to his-
toric injustices.

“When you look 
in the eyes of Mar-
tin Luther King, 
you ought to see the 

tradition,” he said. “The tra-
dition of a people who were 
terrorized, traumatized, and 
stigmatized for 400 years.”

He closed out the ceremony 
though, with a plea for unity.

“We are all in this together 
Brooklyn. Let us never forget 
our dear brother,” he said.
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By Max Jaeger

It wasn’t a tough choice.
A new documentary on influential 

Brooklyn hardcore band Indecision 
will screen at Greenpoint heavy metal 
bar Saint Vitus on Jan. 24 and 25. The 
documentarian behind the flick, titled 
“What it Once Meant,” said he was try-
ing to decide on a topic for his next film 
when an idea hit him over the head.

“I was looking to do a feature-length 
project, and I was hanging out with the 
guys from Indecision and started hear-
ing all these stories,” said filmmaker 
Derek Morse, who grew up listening to 
the band. “I thought it would be cool to 
collect them and put them into a piece. I 
figured I might as well do something I’m 
passionate about.”

The band formed in Bay Ridge in 1993, 

playing shows around the city before a 
slew of U.S. and European tours, said 
guitarist Rachel Rosen, who booked the 
group at Manhattan clubs in the early ’90s 
and filled in as a second guitarist from 
1997 to the band’s 2000 dissolution.

To tell the Indecision story, Morse 
interviewed band members, roadies, 
members of the media, and related acts 
— including Roger Miret of pioneer-
ing hardcore act Agnostic Front — and 
spliced in footage from Indecision’s live 
shows and inside its tour van.

Rosen provided Morse with most of 
the archival footage, which the pair 
digitized and trolled through for mate-
rial, he said.

“I went through over 200 hours of VHS,” 
said Morse, who is also Rosen’s beau.

Taking a walk down memory lane 

provoked mixed emotions for the gui-
tarist.

“It made me sad because we’re all a 
bit older now,” Rosen said. “That was a 
different time. It was so free back then 
with touring and not having to work that 
much — you just worked to tide yourself 
over to the next tour.”

The band split while on the road in El 
Paso, Texas in 2000. Members went on 
to form other bands, but they also found 
respectable day jobs. Rosen is a patholo-
gists’ assistant, and other members went 
on to work as a forensic psychiatrist, a 
Fire Department paramedic, a public 
school guidance counsellor, and a city 
council staffer, she said

“The fact that all these people went 
on to work in public service is kind of 
amazing,” Morse said. “A lot of people 

look at hardcore as aggressive musi
that doesn’t have a message — one thin
about Indecision that caught my atten
tion was the message of social respon
sibility.”

Rosen said trading in the six-strin
for a lab coat wasn’t as much of a sacri
fice as one might think, because at th
end of the day, work is work.

“In the beginning, everything wa
new and fun — everything was a new
experience,” Rosen said. “The more w
started touring, the less we were video
taping — at that point it was becomin
more job-like.” 

“What it Once Meant” at Saint Vitu
Bar (1120 Manhattan Ave. between Box an
Clay streets in Greenpoint, store.morse
coderecordings.com) Jan. 24 and 25 at 
pm. $12.

New doc chronicles legendary Bay Ridge band Indecision

Choice tunes: Indecision, which formed in 
Bay Ridge in the early 1990s, performing at 
a reunion show in 2011. Matt Miller

For the record

Brooklyn Academy of Music honors Martin Luther King

BROOKLYN HONORS MLK: Mayor DeBlasio spoke at Brooklyn Academy of Music’s 
29th annual Martin Luther King Day celebration, speaking about peaceful protest and 
social justice. Photo by Paul Martinka

COUNTY OF KING
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BY MAX JAEGER
Police have released surveil-
lance images of  a suspect in 
a Jan. 3 shooting in Coney Is-
land  in the hope that someone 
will identify the gunman. 

Two men fi red shots into a 
convenience store on Surf Av-
enue between W. 29th and W. 
30th streets at 11:45 pm, strik-
ing an 18-year-old in the leg 
and hip, police said.

Paramedics took the vic-
tim to Lutheran Medical Cen-
ter in serious but stable con-
dition, a police report states.

Offi cers arrested one of 
the alleged gunmen on Jan. 
9 and charged him with fel-
ony assault, law enforcement 
sources said. Police describe 
the at-large suspect as a male 
last seen wearing a black 
jacket and light-colored sweat 
pants.

BY MAX JAEGER
Police are looking for a pair 

of female home invaders who 
stole $600 from an elderly Brigh-
ton Beach man’s apartment 
near Brighton Beach and Coney 
Island avenues on Jan. 8.

Two young women 
knocked on the 79-year-old 
man’s door at 3 pm and told 
the him they worked for Con-
Edison and needed to see his 
utility bill, police said. The el-
derly man closed his door and 
went searching for a recent 
bill in his bedroom, and the 
women crept in behind him, 

according to police. The man’s 
search came up empty, so he 
walked back to the front door, 
catching the pair of intrud-

ers in his home, law enforce-
ment sources said. The victim 
yelled at the women to get out 
of his house, and they fl ed, po-
lice said. Then the victim no-
ticed his wallet lying open on 
the table — emptied of cash, a 
police report states.

Police describe one suspect 
as a woman with black hair in 
her 20s standing 5-feet-5 and 
weighing about 120 pounds. 
She was last seen wearing a 
dark jacket and a pink winter 
hat with a green pompom. A de-
scription of the second suspect 
is not available, offi cials said.

Cops: Pair poses as electric company workers 
to get inside, rob home in Brighton Beach

BY VANESSA OGLE
A man suffered minor in-
juries after a Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
bus driver hit him while he 
was crossing the street in 
Sheepshead Bay on Jan. 15, 
police said. 

Authorities say the driver 
of a B82 had the right-of-way 
while making a turn at the 
intersection of Kings High-
way and E. 18th Street at 
2:51 pm. A spokeswoman for 

the NYPD said the man was 
walking in the crosswalk but 
against the signal when the 
bus driver struck him.

The man was  reportedly  
dragged a short distance 
along Kings Highway and 
was pinned beneath the bus.

Police say the victim was 
taken to Kings County Hospi-
tal with minor injuries. 

The Highway Patrol Col-
lision Investigation Squad is 
investigating the incident. 

BY VANESSA OGLE
Police are asking for the pub-
lic’s help identifying the male 
and female suspects they say 
stole cellphones from a Mid-
wood store on Dec. 19. 

Authorities say the duo 
stole three phones from the E. 
16th Street shop near Kings 
Highway at 3:35 pm. The male 
suspect was wearing a gray 
sweatshirt and tan pants and 
his female companion was 
wearing a red jacket.    

BUS BLUNDER: A Metropolitan Transportation Authority bus driver 
hit a man who was walking against the crosswalk signal in Sheepshead 
Bay on Jan. 15. Photo by Mark Mellone

VICTIMIZER: Police believe this 
woman and an accomplice posed 
as utility workers, broke into an el-
derly Brighton Beach man’s home, 
and stole $600 on Jan. 8. NYPD

ON TAPE: Police say this man is 
a prime suspect in a shooting in 
Coney Island on Jan. 3. NYPD

Cops seek Coney gunman

Con Ed conners

Man hit by bus in S’head Bay

Law enforcement offi cials are asking anyone with 
information about any of these incidents to call Crime 
Stoppers at (800) 577–8477, log on to  www.nypdcrimestop-
pers.com , or text tips to 274637 and enter “tip577.” All 
messages are confi dential.

BY VANESSA OGLE
The Fire Department 
is investigating a fi re 
that damaged a pizza 
shop in Midwood on 
Jan. 17. 

The blaze began 
on the second fl oor 
of an E. 29th Street 
and Avenue M build-
ing above the Spicy 
Nonna pizzeria at 
3:55 am, according 
to authorities. The 
fl ames then spread 
to the ceiling of the 
fi rst fl oor, destroying 
a pizza shop. The Fire 
Department said the 
fi re was under con-
trol by 5:08 am, but 
the cause is still un-
der investigation.

No injuries were 
reported. 

WANTED: Police are looking for two suspects — a man (left) and woman 
(right) — who they say are wanted for stealing cellphones from a shop in 
Midwood on Dec. 19. NYPD

Police hunting phone thieves in Midwood

Blaze cooks Midwood pizza joint

SIZZLED SLICES: A fi re destroyed two stories of a Midwood building on E. 29th 
Street and Avenue M on Jan. 17. Photo by Steve Solomonson
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BY VANESSA OGLE
Perhaps the future of the Riegelmann 
Boardwalk isn’t set in concrete. 

More than 100 locals and half a 
dozen elected offi cials turned out to 
demand that the city abandon its plan 
to convert the iconic wooden walkway 
into a cement pathway at an outdoor 
rally last Sunday.

One local elected offi cial, who is 
trying to keep the boards in the Board-
walk by  designating it a scenic land-
mark , said the Parks Department’s 
destruction of the Boardwalk is just 
another example of the city’s history 
of neglect of Brighton Beach and Co-
ney Island. 

“This is an issue that runs far 
deeper than just wood versus concrete 
— this is an issue of disrespect to this 
Southern Brooklyn icon for too long,” 
said Councilman Mark Treyger (D–
Coney Island), who also criticized the 
Park Department’s rationale of using 
concrete because it would be cheaper 
than wood. “Would anyone dare to 
suggest that we convert the grass in 
Central Park to fake grass in the name 
of cost saving?”

The reconstruction of the Board-
walk  began in November,  and is ex-
pected to be completed in the summer 
of 2016. The Parks Department said the 
new pathway will be a concrete strip 
with plastic slats running alongside a 
10-foot-wide lane for emergency vehi-
cles. In addition to being cheaper than 
wood, according to Parks, the depart-
ment also said the plastic and cement 
will make the walkway more “sus-
tainable,” because the boards used in 
the original Boardwalk were tropical 
hardwoods source from rainforests.

But board-boosters call that ra-
tionale a straw man, since specially 
treated wood from domestic forests 
would be as durable as tropical hard-
woods.

Residents were also outraged that 
the city has refused to do an Environ-
mental Impact study on the possible 
effects the new design would have in 
severe weather. One local activist said 
that small segments of the Boardwalk 
that the city had already converted to 
concrete didn’t protect coastal resi-
dents as well as the wooden portions 
from the storm surge of Hurricane 
Sandy.  

“One of the things that no one has 
really spoken about is safety,” said 
Brighton Beach resident Ida Sanoff. 

“And we saw a tremendous differ-
ence in storm surge … where there 
were concrete sections as opposed to 
wooden sections”

Councilman Chaim Deutsch called 
on Mayor DeBlasio to scrap the con-
crete conversion project in the name of 
public safety.

“Hurricane Sandy’s devastation 
indicated to the waterfront neighbor-
hoods that the Boardwalk is currently 
the only barrier from future storm 
surges,” he said in a statement after the 
rally. “Public safety is the paramount 
issue here, and I am appealing to the 
Administration to ensure the safety 
and security of my constituents.”

Another resident complained that 
the city repeatedly delayed holding 
public meetings about the Boardwalk 
so by the time residents were invited 
to discuss their concerns at a last-min-
ute meeting at the end of December,  it 
was already too late . 

 “Even as they’re asking our opin-
ions, they’re ripping out the boards,” 
said Rob Burstein, the president of the 
Coney-Brighton Boardwalk Alliance. 
“That is an absurd concept of commu-
nity consultation.”

The project, which began under the 
Bloomberg administration, had resi-
dents and elected offi cials calling on 
DeBlasio to change course.

“Mayor DeBlasio, you’ve got to 
change the plan,” said Public Advo-
cate Tish James. “You’re a new admin-
istration, you’ve got to put your stamp 
on it and you’ve got to promise the 

WORKING FOR WOOD: Councilman Mark 
Treyger speaks at a rally locals and elected 
offi cials attended in the pouring rain on 
Jan. 18 in support of keeping the iconic 
Riegelmann Boardwalk a wooden walkway.
 Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Locals rally to 
keep boards in 
the Boardwalk
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Electeds demand Mayor scrap concrete plans
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BY MAX JAEGER
It was a high-tech cash swipe.

Law enforcement offi cials 
are looking for a man who 
used a “cloned” debit card to 
steal cash from another man’s 
bank account on Dec. 15.

The tech-savvy thief made 
a phony copy of a man’s debit 
card and withdrew $503 from 
a cash machine at the Chase 
Bank on the corner of 86th 
Street and Fifth Avenue in 
Bay Ridge at 11:52 pm, a police 
report states.

 Cops busted a two Brook-
lyn men in October for making 
fake debit cards  — a sophisti-
cated operation involving spe-
cialized printers, embossing 
machines, and magnetizers, 
police said. 

Fraudsters install card 
readers on cash machines that 
copy users’ debit card infor-
mation, police said. Then the 
crooks use tiny cameras or 
old-fashioned over-the-shoul-
der peeping to catch victims’ 
personal identifi cation num-
bers. Swindlers encode the 
stolen debit card information 
on blank cards in a process 
called cloning — then they 

start withdrawing or spend-
ing other people’s cash, police 
said.

Offi cials are asking anyone 
with information about the in-
cident to call Crime stoppers 
at (800) 577–8477. The public 
can also submit tips anony-
mously by logging onto  www.
nypdcrimestoppers.com  or by 
texting tips to 274637 then en-
tering “TIP577.” All calls are 
strictly confi dential, police 
said.

Ridge crook using phony 
debit card to steal cash

Hitting the slope
Five-year-old Zoe Kim learns to ride a snowboard in gym class at PS 38 in Brooklyn Heights. The fun 
was part of a new Burton Snowboard program called Riglet Snowboarding for Physical Education that 
brings the slopes indoors and out of the cold. The point is to get kids interested in the sport and to 
liven up the curriculum of gym class by teaching kids the basics of balance and how to manoeuvre on 
a board. It’s not all dodge ball anymore. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

TRICKY TECHIE: Cops say this 
man used a phony debit card to 
withdraw $503 from another man’s 
bank account on Dec. 15. NYPD
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BY VANESSA OGLE
How do you spell superstars?

Students from school dis-
tricts 20 and 21 shined in a 
double-district spelling bee 
at IS 98 in Sheepshead Bay 
on Jan. 13. The junior high 
school students shocked the 
crowd with their stunning 
spelling skills, said a fac-
ulty member, who added that 
even the children who didn’t 
win maintained positive atti-
tudes. 

“It is a joy because they’re 
all eager. Everyone, of course, 
wants to be the winner, but 
you can see the excitement in 

the auditorium,” said Mari-
etta Falconieri, IS 98’s librar-
ian. “There was a lot of elec-
tricity going on there.” 

Falconieri said IS 98’s prin-
cipal Maria Timo is the force 
behind organizing the annual 
event.  She said the school be-
lieves the spelling bees help 
the youngsters understand 
the role of spelling, which en-
hances the mind overall. 

“Vocabulary is the key to 
reading and reading expands 
the mind,” said Falconieri.

The mother of the fi rst-
place winner said that her 
youngster prepared for the 

spelling showdown simply 
by completing his everyday 
school routine. 

“In general, he likes spell-
ing and reading books a lot,” 
said Sultana Razia, whose 
son Sabeet Hossain has won 
the competition before. “He 
reads, but he didn’t practice 
for the spelling bee that much 
— he didn’t have time. He had 
school, homework.”

Falconieri said she hopes 
that as the kids grow up they 
continue to recognize the im-
portance of superb spelling.

“It is the key to success,” 
she said. 

S-M-A-R-T K-I-D-S: (Left) Tiana Decoteau stands center stage during 
the Districts 20 and 21 spelling bee at IS 98 in Sheepshead Bay on Jan. 
13. (Center) Nicole Wu holds the microphone as she competes in the bee. 
(Above) The fi rst-place winner Sabeet Hossain shows off his spelling 
skills. Photos by Elizabeth Graham

Stupendous spellers

(718) 339-8900  |  3024 Quentin Road, Brooklyn, NY 11234  |  www.marineparkfh.com
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Apples Lb.

2/$32/$32/$32/$32/$3California
Broccoli

FRESH

5/$55/$55/$55/$55/$5Hass
Avocados

Bunch

$199$199$199$199$199
Florida
Strawberries

RED
RIPE

1 Lb.
Pkg.

$899$899$899$899$899
Lb.

$159$159$159$159$159
Perdue 
Chicken Breast Lb.

GRADE A
W/RIBS

$399$399$399$399$399
Bottom 
Round Roast Lb.

$599$599$599$599$599
Lb.

Flank
Steaks

Breakstone’s
Cottage Doubles

5/$5
Select Var. 3.9 oz. Cont.

Dannon Oikos
Greek Yogurt

5/$5
Select Var.5.3 oz. Cont.

Almond Breeze
Milk

2/$5
Select Var. 64 oz. Cont.

Breakstone’s
Whipped Butter

$199

Select Var.8 oz. Cont./Pkg.

IMPORTED
WASHINGTON STATE

EXTRA FANCY

Eye Round
Roast

$499

MOZZARELLA STICKS OR
MUSHROOM BITES 8 OZ.

LIGHT’N FIT GREEK
OR ACTIVIA GREEK

PRINT OR 
SPREADABLE
W/CANOLA

Free Sale
2/$3.00

CANOLA OR
VEGETABLE

REGULAR OR
EXTRA SOFT

With Club Card & Add.
$10.00 Purchase or More.

Limit 1 Deal.

With Club Card & Add.
$10.00 Purchase or More.

Limit 1 Deal.

$199French
Baguette Ea.

$599Cheddar
Cheese Lb.

Yellow Chunk Only $599Boar’s Head
Ham Lb.

IMPORTED

$1299DiParma
Prosciutto Lb.

IMPORTED

Celestial
Teas

Select Var. 18-20 Ct. Box

$199

Entenmann’s
Loaf Cakes

Select Var. 11.5-16 oz. Box

2/$5

Kellogg’s
Special K

$199Select Var. 10.6-13.1 oz. Box

2/$5
Select Var. 

9-11.5 oz. Bag

Doritos
Chips

Bertolli
Olive Oil

25.5 Fl. oz. Cont.

$599

Progresso
Bread Crumbs

Seletct Var. 15 oz. Cont.

99¢

EXTRA VIRGIN, CLASSIC
OR EXTRA LIGHT

Peter Pan
Peanut Butter

Select Var. 16.3 oz. Cont.

Progresso
Traditional Soups

Select Var. 18.5-19 oz. Can

$169

Deer Park
Water

24 Pack 16.9 oz. Btl. +Dep.

$399

3/$5
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68TH PRECINCT
BAY RIDGE—DYKER HEIGHTS

Granny coned
A pair of good-for-nothings 

scammed a little-old lady on Gelston 
Avenue out of $3,770 on Jan. 16. 

One crook knocked on the door 
to her apartment between 88th and 
90th streets in Bay Ridge at 3 pm, 
saying he was from the water com-
pany and needed to come into her 
home, police said. 

While the fi rst goon distracted 
the 90-year-old woman, his partner 
sneaked in and took silver certifi -
cates, collectors’ items, and $3,020 
in cash, a police report states.

Door-busting burglar
A ne’er-do-well busted the lock 

on a 95th Street apartment and stole 
$15,900 in swag on Jan. 12. 

The burglar broke into the apart-
ment between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Bay Ridge sometime 
between 8:30 am and 8:30 pm, re-
moving jewelry, blank checks, and 
$7,400 in cash, police said.

Midnight mugging
Police arrested one person in a 

group of goons that they said stole a 
man’s phone at knifepoint on Fifth 
Avenue in the minutes between Jan. 
17 and 18. 

A pack of punks reportedly 
chased the man near 67th Street 
in Bay Ridge between 11:55 pm and 
12:01 am, police said. He fell to the 
ground, and one brute fl ashed a 
blade and took the man’s cellphone, 
police allege.

Purse purloined
A pirate stole a woman’s purse 

as she was exiting the subway at 
Fourth Avenue and 85th Street in 
Bay Ridge on Jan. 18. 

When the victim came street-side 
sometime between 2:20 and 2:30 pm, 
the goon pushed her to the ground 
and snatched her bag, police said.

62ND PRECINCT
BENSONHURST —BATH BEACH

Prescription for theft
Two gun-toting goons robbed a 

Kings Highway pharmacy on Jan. 
16. 

The pair stormed into the store 
between W. 11th and W. 12th streets 
in Bensonhurst at 3:12 am, and one 
man pointed a black handgun at the 
clerk while the second went behind 
the register, handed the clerk a bag, 
and told him to fi ll it with cash, a po-
lice report states. 

The robbers made off with $400 
and fl ed on Kings Highway toward 
W. 11th Street, offi cials said.

Robbed at gunpoint
A pistol-packing punk robbed a 

man of cash and a cellphone on W. 
Seventh Street on Jan. 14. 

The ne’er-do-well pointed a black 
handgun at the victim between Av-
enues T and U in Gravesend at 9:45 
pm and said, “Yo, give me your 
dough and phone,” a police report 
states. 

The victim handed over his 
stuff, and the robber — described 
as a male in his 20s standing 5-foot-9 
and weighing 150 pounds — fl ed in 
a white, late-model sedan that trav-
eled toward Avenue T.

School’s out — of cash
Someone stole $1,520 from a 

poorly attended pile of cash in a pub-
lic school on Jan. 12. 

Offi cials at the high school be-
tween 16th and 17th Avenues in 
Bensonhurst counted and bagged 
the cash before putting it in an un-
locked safe on the campus at 10 am, 
according to a police report that did 
not indicate what the money was for 
or how much it totaled before the 
theft. Numerous people had access 
to the safe, the report notes. 

Two days later, a school worker 
brought the cash to the assistant 
principal to deposit, but no one re-
counted the money, offi cials said. 
The administrator left the cash on 
his desk for three hours — and sev-
eral people had access to his offi ce 
during that time, police said. 

The assistant principal brought 
the money to a bank, and the teller 
told him the amount in the bag 
didn’t match the deposit slip, law 
enforcement sources said.

60TH PRECINCT
CONEY ISLAND—BRIGHTON BEACH—

SEAGATE

Armed invasion
Three armed bandits broke into 

a W. 23rd Street home on Jan. 14 
and held the occupants at gunpoint 
while they robbed them. 

The victims, a married couple, 
heard a knock at the door to their 
apartment between Mermaid and 
Neptune avenues in Coney Island at 
12:45 pm, a police report states. The 
husband looked through a peep hole 
and didn’t see anyone, but he opened 
the door anyway, police said. 

Three armed men wearing all 
black burst into the apartment, or-
dered the husband and wife to sit 
on a couch, and put a sheet over the 
couple, police said. 

The gunmen locked the terrifi ed 

couple in a bathroom and fl ed. 
The victims emerged to fi nd their 

phone line was cut and the home 
invaders had taken $1,400, credit 
cards, and electronics, a police re-
port states.

Rape victim speaks
A Brighton Beach teen reported 

a rape this week that happened two 
years ago. 

The victim said a 16-year-old 
raped her at 4 pm on June 10, 2012 
in an apartment between Brigh-
ton Beach Avenue and Brightwater 
Court in Brighton Beach, a police 
report states.

Knife to neck
Two brutes put a blade to a de-

livery driver’s throat and took $50 
from the man on Bayview Avenue 
on Jan. 14. 

The victim dropped off a deliv-
ery between Neptune Avenue and 
W. 33rd Street in Coney Island at 
7:05 pm, police said. When he got 
back into his car, two men in their 
30s came up — one put a knife to 
his neck and said “Give me your 
money,” a police report states. 

The driver complied, and the 
pair ran north toward the Bayview 
Houses, offi cials said.

Shot in his car
Someone shot a man as he sat in 

his car on W. 24th Street on Jan. 12. 
The victim fl agged down a cop 

between Mermaid and Neptune ave-
nues in Coney Island at 9:35 pm and 
told the offi cer someone shot him 
several times while he was sitting 
in his vehicle, police said. 

Paramedics took the man to a 
hospital in serious but stable condi-
tion, a police report states.

Bar raided
A felonious good-for-nothing 

broke the glass door of a Surf Ave-
nue bar and stole $12,000 from the 
pour house on Jan. 17. 

The thief broke into the water-
ing hole between W. 15th and W. 21st 
Streets in Coney Island at 4:40 am, 
police said. — Max Jaeger

63RD PRECINCT
MARINE PARK —MILL BASIN—FLATLANDS—

BERGEN BEACH

Car raider
A sneak stole a purse from the 

trunk of a woman’s car on E. 55th 

Street on Jan. 15, an offi cer stated. 
Police said the crook broke into 

the car that was parked between Av-
enues T and U at 11 am. 

The thief snatched the pocket-
book, which contained her wallet, 
according to authorities.   

Cheap crime
Cops say three good-for-nothing 

goons stole a notebook from a per-
son leaving a Utica Avenue shop on 
Jan. 15.  

The victim was near Flatlands 
Avenue at noon when the diabolical 
duo confronted the victim, accord-
ing to authorities. 

Offi cers say one of the suspects 
pushed the victim while the other 
grabbed the notebook. The three 
crooks then fl ed, police say. 

Road to robbery
An opportunistic thief stole 

a wallet from an unlocked car 
on E. 53rd Street, a police report 
stated.

Authorities say the crafty crook 
broke into the vehicle parked be-
tween Avenues L and M while the 
victim was at his friend’s house at 
3 pm. 

Offi cers say the victim noticed 
his wallet was missing when he re-
turned to his vehicle. 

61ST PRECINCT
SHEEPSHEAD BAY—HOMECREST—
MANHATTAN BEACH—GRAVESEND

Big burglary
An intruder stole money, jew-

elry, and electronics from a wom-
an’s Coney Island Avenue apart-
ment on Jan. 14, a police report 
states.

Authorities say the burglar 
broke into the home near Avenue 
S by prying open the front door at 
10:45 am. 

Offi cers say the crook stole $400, 
jewelry worth $1,000, and $700 worth 
of electronics.

Shocking invasion
A pirate seized an array of elec-

tronics from a woman’s home on E. 
29th Street on Jan. 16.

The suspect broke into the home 
between Avenues U and T through 
a basement window at 4 am, accord-
ing to authorities. 

Tool time
Cops cuffed a man who they 

claimed took tools from a store on 
E. 86th Street on Jan. 17, according 
to reports.

Authorities say the alleged thief 
broke into the gated commercial 
area near Avenue V at 3:44 pm. 

Offi cers say they spotted the sus-
pect stealing a saw and arrested 
him at the scene.  — Vanessa Ogle
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Breakthrough FDA Approved Treatment For Gum Disease

MARINE PARK PERIODONTICS & IMPLANTOLOGY
Dr. Navid Baradarian, DDS, PC

2272 Hendrickson Street Brooklyn, NY 11234 
www.MarineParkPerio.com

LANAP laser gum treatment that 
can zap away Gum Disease! 
If you suffer from bleeding gums we 
have treated hundreds of cases with 
no cutting and no sutures and the 
results are incredible.

Dr. Navid Baradarian, DDS, PC 

is now trained in this breakthrough 

surgical technique 

LANAP

Treatment of Gum Recession without a 
Second Surgical Site PINHOLE TechniqueTM

Laser Assisted 
New Attachment Procedure

The alternative to scalpel & suture gum surgery
*First & only FDA Approved laser gum treatment procedure.

CALL US FOR A 

CONSULTATION

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed
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BY MAX JAEGER
Two dozen people gathered at 
a Bay Ridge church on Martin 
Luther King Day  to hold a sol-
emn vigil for folks who have 
died on both sides of the thin 
blue line.

 Demonstrators at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church 
remembered Staten Islander 
Eric Garner, who died after 
police offi cer Daniel Pantaleo 
put him in choke hold in July, 
and detectives Rafael Ramos 
of Queens and Wenjian Liu of 
Bensonhurst, who were mur-
dered by Ismaaiyl Brinsley on 
Dec. 20. 

Some attendees held signs 
reading “All lives matter” — a 
controversial response to the 
“Black lives matter” slogan 
that some say unfairly mini-
mizes the uphill battle Afri-
can Americans face in the 
U.S. justice system. Organiz-
ers said they were aware of 
the controversy — but felt the 
more inclusive message was a 
more appropriate homage to 
King.

“In the spirit of Dr. King, 
and the underlying spirit 

of non-violence that he pro-
moted, a culture of non-vio-
lence begins with respecting 
everyone,” said Robert Emer-
ick, pastor of Bay Ridge United 
Methodist Church. “There 
was some concern, but we 

have to come back to our main 
message — we need to build a 
culture of non-violence and we 
can’t do that if we’re not ad-
dressing the tragic loss of all 
three lives. The polarization 
that may be occurring doesn’t 
help, so we just wanted to lift 
up the notion that we were 
honoring Mr. Garner plus the 
two police offi cers who lost 
their lives.”

Anti-war coalition Peace 
Action Bay Ridge organized 
the vigil. In response to a 
Staten Island grand jury’s 
decision not to indict the of-
ficer who killed Garner, a 
lawyer from Legal Aid So-
ciety explained grand jury 
proceedings and took ques-
tions.

“The discussion afterward 
was very intense — it was 
very revealing about what a 
grand jury is,” said Janelle 
Barabash of Midwood.

One major takeaway was 
that Pantaleo was found nei-
ther innocent nor guilty of 
Garner’s death, because there 
was no trial, she said.

“Most people think he was 

innocent,” Barabash said.
The vigil honored Garner, 

Ramos, and Liu, but many 
folks in attendance were 
most interested in Garner’s 
case.

“I believe that the grand 
jury was totally in error with 
their verdict, and I believe po-
lice are turning their backs on 
us,” said Barbara Sorocki of 

Coney Island. “This was our 
way of showing, very peace-
fully, how we feel.”

Emerick cautioned that the 
vigil was not a referendum on 
the New York’s Finest.

“It’s not the case that the 
police department as a whole 
is uncaring or disrespectful 
— it’s really a very small per-
centage,” he said.

Ridge church holds vigil for chokehold victim, murdered cops

FEELINGS LAID BARE: Bennett Silverstein and Linda Orlando hold up 
two slogans that arose in the wake of recent protests. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

KEEPING HIM ALIVE: Robert 
Emerick, the minister Bay Ridge 
Methodist Church, holds a vigil for 
Eric Garner, the Staten Island man 
who died at the hands of police in 
July. Photo by Steve Solomonson

Remembering the fallen

DUCTLESS SPLIT SYSTEMS
HEAT PUMP & AIR CONDITIONING SOLUTIONS

FREE
IN-HOME SURVEYS

UTILITY REBATES
ON SELECT UNITS

$400UP 
TO

STAY WARM THIS WINTER

FOR A DUCTLESS SPLIT HEAT PUMP SYSTEM and AIR CONDITIONER INQUIRY
CALL: 800-261-4401 or E-MAIL: SPLITAC@PCRICHARD.COM
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FREE
PEDICURE

WITH ANY  

TREATMENT

  MADE IN THE USA

BEST PRICE IN BROOKLYN 

MAGIC SLEEK 
the next generation in hair  
straightening - Formaldehyde FREE

ONLY $125

LASIO KERATIN TROPIC 

Only $100

COCO’S BRAZILIAN KERATIN

Only $100

COPPOLA KERATIN TREATMENT

Only $100

INOVA PROFESSIONAL PURE KERATIN 

Only $100

ANTI FRIZZ TREATMENT BY YOKO 

a new generation - safe, gentle & natural 

Only $100

JAPANESE STRAIGHTENING BY YOKO

Only $175

* $25 Mandatory Gratuity * Specials Cannot Be Combined with any other offer. 

GREAT SERVICE - LOW COST - CALL NOW!

OFFERING ALL HAIR 
STRAIGHTENING SYSTEMS

ANY LENGTH HAIR
reduces frizz & curl 

blocks effects of humidity

makes hair smoother & shinier

cuts down on blow-dry time

BENSIMON
OPEN SUNDAY–FRIDAY
468 Avenue P, Brooklyn, NY 11223
718.998.3099
www.bensimonspa.com

ON OUR SPECIAL OFFERS

FREE
PEDICURE

WITH ANY  

TREATMENT
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BY VANESSA OGLE
Their love will live forever. 

Bride Terry Torres married her 
longtime sweetheart Christopher Rob-
inson in Manhattan Beach on Jan. 15, 
but the day was bittersweet. The cer-
emony was held at the Metropolitan 
Jewish Health System Hospice Inpa-
tient Unit. Robinson is terminally ill.

But Torres said that even though 
their time together may be short, it is 
special. 

“We got to marry our best friend,” 
said Torres, who has been dating Rob-
inson for nearly four years.  “It is kind 
of sad because, you know, we don’t 
know how much time we have to be to-
gether, but to be fi nally offi cially mar-
ried, recognized in law and in God’s 
eyes, it feels really good.”

The couple — whose 2-year-old son 
Christopher, Jr., was the ring bearer 
— found out that Robinson had termi-
nal cancer when he was undergoing 
surgery last year to remove bullets af-
ter he was shot in a random assault. 
After the surgery, Robinson was diag-
nosed in June with metastatic medul-
lary renal cell cancer and the couple 
moved from their home in Albany to 
the Manhattan Beach medical facility 
for treatment — but Torres said they 
both already knew that his prognosis 
was dim. 

“At this point — since it’s so aggres-
sive — it is only a couple weeks to two 
months at most,” she said. 

But the dire diagnosis didn’t stop 
the couple from celebrating their big 
day, which Torres said was made even 
more special by the hospice staff who 
decorated the center. 

“As I’m walking in I see the place is 
so beautiful — it is decked out in bal-
loons and fl owers and refreshments,” 
said Torres. “If it wasn’t for MJHS, 
we wouldn’t have had such a beautiful 
ceremony.”

She said the ceremony was in-
terrupted a few times by Robinson’s 
health complications, but ultimately 
the couple ended the day on a sweet 
note. 

“We said our vows and we were 
about to cut the cake and his IV was 
dripping blood and we were like, ‘Oh 
gosh,’ ” she said. “But we did it, we cut 
the cake.”

Terry said her husband, who usu-
ally has trouble standing by himself, 
was so happy to see her in her wedding 
dress that he jumped up — and she 
will always cherish the memories they 
made on their special day. 

“When he laid eyes on me he just 
stood up, and it was like we were the 
only people in the room that mattered, 
and the earth was still,” she said. 

Cancer-stricken shooting victim marries best friend

TOGETHER FOREVER: Bride Terry Torres kisses her groom Christopher Robinson, who is 
terminally ill, at their wedding ceremony at the Metropolitan Jewish Health System Hospice 
Inpatient Unit in Manhattan Beach on Jan. 15. Metropolitan Jewish Health System

Everlasting love

Haym Salomon Home 
ADULT DAY CARE

“A great place for seniors who would like to remain independent”

Welcome to Haym Salomon Home  
Adult Day Care in Brooklyn
Haym Salomon Home provides a variety of  

health & social services:

Nursing  Alzheimer Program  Physical Therapy 
Nutrition  Social Services  Religious Services  Recreational Therapy 

Ongoing Health Maitenance and More

Welcoming 2 full meals Transportation door-to-door

Open 6 days a week from 9am–2pm & 2:30–7pm 
Fees: Medicaid & Private Payers Welcome

For info please call Emily at 718-864-0045

Advertise your  
Clinical Studies in  

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in 

Classifieds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET 
EDITORIAL COVERAGE 

OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537
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pleted in the summer of 2016. The Parks 
Department said the new pathway will 
be a concrete strip with plastic slats 
running alongside a 10-foot-wide lane 
for emergency vehicles. In addition 
to being cheaper than wood, accord-
ing to Parks, the department also said 
the plastic and cement will make the 
walkway more “sustainable,” because 
the boards used in the original Board-
walk were tropical hardwoods source 
from rainforests.

But board-boosters call that ra-
tionale a straw man, since specially 
treated wood from domestic forests 
would be as durable as tropical hard-
woods.

Residents were also outraged that 
the city has refused to do an Environ-
mental Impact study on the possible 
effects the new design would have in 
severe weather. One local activist said 
that small segments of the Boardwalk 
that the city had already converted to 
concrete didn’t protect coastal resi-
dents as well as the wooden portions 
from the storm surge of Hurricane 
Sandy.  

“One of the things that no one has 
really spoken about is safety,” said 
Brighton Beach resident Ida Sanoff. 
“And we saw a tremendous differ-
ence in storm surge … where there 
were concrete sections as opposed to 
wooden sections”

Councilman Chaim Deutsch called 
on Mayor DeBlasio to scrap the con-
crete conversion project in the name of 
public safety.

“Hurricane Sandy’s devastation 
indicated to the waterfront neighbor-
hoods that the Boardwalk is currently 
the only barrier from future storm 
surges,” he said in a statement after the 
rally. “Public safety is the paramount 
issue here, and I am appealing to the 
Administration to ensure the safety 
and security of my constituents.”

Another resident complained that 
the city repeatedly delayed holding 
public meetings about the Boardwalk 
so by the time residents were invited 
to discuss their concerns at a last-min-
ute meeting at the end of December,  it 
was already too late . 

 “Even as they’re asking our opin-
ions, they’re ripping out the boards,” 
said Rob Burstein, the president of the 
Coney-Brighton Boardwalk Alliance. 
“That is an absurd concept of commu-
nity consultation.”

The project, which began under the 
Bloomberg administration, had resi-
dents and elected offi cials calling on 
DeBlasio to change course.

“Mayor DeBlasio, you’ve got to 
change the plan,” said Public Advo-
cate Tish James. “You’re a new admin-
istration, you’ve got to put your stamp 
on it and you’ve got to promise the peo-
ple that you have to come to them fi rst, 
and respect their wishes and what 
they are wishing right now is for wood 
— solid wood.”

BOARDWALK
Continued from cover

TASC TM
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EMT/PARAMEDIC
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COMPUTERS
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BY MAX JAEGER
Poor street maintenance has put this 
Bath Beach bus stop on ice.

The sidewalk at a Cropsey Avenue 
bus stop is constantly covered in ice, 
according to locals, posing a hazard 
for riders and passersby. 

The problem is a collapsed portion 
of the street by the curb, which creates 
a puddle that arriving B8 buses splash 
onto the sidewalk, quickly building up 
layers of ice in frigid weather.

“Every time it rains, it fi lls with 
water and stays for days,” said Bath 
Beacher Angelo Arena. “Then every 
time the bus comes, it pushes the wa-
ter on the sidewalk, and as soon as it 
gets cold, it’s a sheet of ice. Somebody’s 
going to walk off that bus and break 
their head.”

The permafrost pathway is in front 
of the bus stop on the south side of the 
road between Bay 17th Street and 18th 
Avenue. There is also a senior resi-
dence nearby, increasing the danger 
from the icy sidewalk.

A Metropolitan Transportation Au-
thority spokeswoman said the matter 
is the Department of Transportation’s 
responsibility, and the department did 
not return multiple requests for a com-
ment.

But Councilman Vincent Gentile 
(D–Bay Ridge) is on the case, accord-

ing to his offi ce.
“We are in touch with DOT and 

working to get this fi xed,” said his 
spokesman Justin Brannan.

Dangerous sidewalks — especially 
those adjacent to city property — are 
a liability not only for pedestrians, but 
for taxpayers as well.

The city paid $39 million to settle 
2,033 claims against the city for “de-
fective sidewalks” in 2012,  according 
to information from the Comptroller’s 
offi ce . 

Sidewalk accidents were the third 
most frequently fi led type of personal 
injury claim against the city — and the 
fi fth most expensive, the report found.

CIRCLE OF ICE: When busses pull up to 
the stop at Cropsey Avenue and Bay 17th 
Street, they splash water from a permanent 
puddle onto the sidewalk, which freezes 
and leaves the walkway slippery. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Expires 2/28/14 
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BAY RIDGE MEDICAL COMPLEX 
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LibertyHearingCenters.com
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Damaged street causes ice hazard at bus stop

Accident waiting to happen
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Homemade street signs on a 
section of Tompkins Avenue 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant where 
two offi cers were assassinated 
declaring the block “Fallen Of-
fi cers Way” will stay up while 
the city works to offi cially co-
name streets for the duo else-
where in the city.

Emblazoned with a Police 
Department shield and a sym-
bolic blue line, the offi cial-
looking street signs appeared 
sometime last Thursday after-
noon at the intersection where 
gunman Ismaaiyl Brinsley, 
28, ambushed and murdered 
offi cers Wenjian Liu and Ra-
fael Ramos before running 
off and killing himself in a 
nearby subway. The sign re-
fers Liu and Ramos as detec-
tives, acknowledging the post-
humous promotions the fallen 
cops received in the wake of 
their deaths.

The city says it has no plans 
to take down the illegal  signs 
right now despite the fact that 

it is illegal for anyone but the 
Department of Transporta-
tion to install traffi c signs on 
city streets.

“The signs remain in place 
as we attempt to advise the 
person who installed them on 
the process to seek a co-nam-
ing and make sure they’re 
aware the city is designating 
two streets in honor of our 
fallen offi cers in their respec-
tive communities,” a spokes-
man said in an e-mail.

Mayor DeBlasio announced 
in December that the Council 
will introduce legislation des-
ignating Ridgewood Avenue 
between Shepherd Avenue and 
Highland Place in Cypress 
Hills “Detective Rafael Ramos 
Way” and W. Sixth Street, be-
tween Avenue S and Avenue T 
in Gravesend, “Detective Wen-
jian Liu Way.”

“Our fallen heroes will 
never be forgotten. Their mem-
ory lives on in their families, 
and in the NYPD family,” De-
Blasio said in a Dec. 31 press 

release. “And now it will live 
on in the streets of the commu-
nities these brave men lived in 
and protected. This is an ex-

pression of our pride in each 
of these men, and our sadness 
at their loss.”

It is not clear when or if the 

signs will be taken down, or if 
the city will move to co-name 
the corner in just that way to 
honor the fallen offi cers.

KEEPING THE MEMORY ALIVE: An illegal street sign at the intersection of Myrtle and Tompkins avenues in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant honors Detectives Rafael Ramos and Wenjian Liu, who died near the intersection on Dec. 
20 when a gunman ambushed them in their patrol car. Photo by Paul Martinka

Unoffi cial street signs honoring 
fallen offi cers to stay — for now

Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-
sculpting procedure designed to remove fat and contour the body without invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to 
continue your daily activities without interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing 
the Low Level Laser (FDA cleared for laser body contouring to emulsify fat which then releases into the 

interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through the 
body during its normal course of detoxification. The 
ZERONA® procedure was proven through a double-
blind, randomized, multi-site, and placebo controlled 
study in which patients average loss of 3.64 inches, 
and some lost as much as 9 inches compared to the 
placebo group that lost only half an inch.

BECOME A NEW YOU IN THE NEW YEAR!
“What if I told you this cutting-edge device could melt inches off your waist and 
keep them off for good.”             —  Doctor Oz  talking about the ZERONA® LipoLaser

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, 
hips and thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight 
loss program — we are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off excess water 
weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  
WORKSHOPS

When: Tues., Jan. 27 & Feb. 3 at 6:15
Where: ZERONA® Laser of New York

5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn
Cost: FREE ($79 value) 

Call: (718) 234-6212
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Your 2015 
Resolution:
Create Your 
Own Story

BRICartsmedia.org/cm

WE OFFER: 
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BRIC is the leader in media education for Brooklyn, 
offering free and low-cost classes ranging from television 
production, video editing, to new media. From YouTube 
videos to major studio productions the technological 
landscape is ever-changing. Based on feedback from the 
community and current trends in filmmaking techniques 
BRIC Media Education has expanded its course offerings 
to include Intro to DSLR Filmmaking, Fundamentals of 
Screenwriting, and Advanced Photoshop Techniques. 

Skye MacLeod (Associate Director, Adult Education) says, 
“We have had a lot of interest in our Digital Photography 
classes, and one of the most common questions is ‘When 
will BRIC offer a class on DSLR Filmmaking?’ This crash 
course is an introduction to the techniques and strategies 
of using your DSLR to shoot video. Another big interest of 
our community is focused on narrative storytelling—thus 

we thought it would be great to delve into screenwriting as 
a way to create content for our channels.”
INTRO TO DSLR FILMMAKING 
Learn the fundamentals of DSLR filmmaking from 
equipment setups, tips for getting great audio, lighting 
considerations, as well as common challenges and pitfalls 
of shooting video with DSLRs. 

Next class: Feb 24-26 | Tue & Thu | 2-5pm | $20

FUNDAMENTALS OF SCREENWRITING 
This course will guide you through the creative process of 
brainstorming, writing, and publishing your next exciting 
screenplay. Learn writing topics such as the 3-act story 
structure, character development, and building tension 
in your story. Also included are common formatting 

techniques and writing your screenplay in Celtx (a free 
screenwriting software).

Next class: Mar 20 | Fri | 6:30-9:30pm | $10

ADVANCED PHOTOSHOP TECHNIQUES 
Expand your Photoshop skill set and improve your photo 
editing efficiency in this 6-hour class. Learn advanced topics 
such as applying adjustment layers, color management 
and manipulating uncompressed images in Camera RAW, 
applying effects such as Dodge and Burn, creating an HDR 
image, and becoming an expert with layers. 

Next class: Mar 11-13 | Wed & Fri | 6:30-9:30pm | $20

Register for classes at BRICartsmedia.org/bme

PH
O

TO
: SKYE M

ACLEO
D

Call 718.683.5645 for more info  
or visit BRICartsmedia.org/cm
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BRIC HOUSE HOURS 
Tuesday–Saturday 8am–10pm 
Sunday–Monday 8am–6pm 
 
MEDIA CENTER HOURS 
Monday–Friday 8am–10pm 
Saturday & Sunday 10am–4pm

Peter Jay Sharp Building

DIRECTIONS
Located in the heart of the Downtown 
Brooklyn Cultural District, BRIC House is 
easily reachable by subway or train. 
     to Fulton; �     to Lafayette;5      
                    to Nevins St.;                
                    to Dekalb
Steps from Atlantic Terminal and the LIRR

2 3 4

B Q R

G C    

ABOUT BRIC
BRIC House is a cultural town square for Brooklyn and a creative lab for media makers and artists, 
featuring state-of-the-art media production facilities, flexible performance space, work space for the 
borough’s performing and visual artists, a major contemporary art exhibition space, and an inviting 
public gathering place, all uniquely equipped to transmit live programming to over 500,000 Brooklyn 
households and online.

BRIC COMMUNITY MEDIA CENTER 
647 Fulton Street
Brooklyn, NY 11217

Did you know BRIC members get a discount on our media education classes?
Become a member today and be the first to get insider access to BRIC House 
and all the BRIC has to offer. See benefits and other details at: 
BRICartsmedia.org/bric-membership

New Class 
Offerings 
from  BRIC Media 
Education in 2015
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FREE ORIENTATION
Become familiar with community access television, learn 
more about our course offerings, free services, policies, 
and procedures. No reservations necessary! 

Jan 27 | Tue | 11am-1pm | Central Library
Feb 3 | Tue | 6:30-8:30pm | BRIC House
Feb 11 | Wed | 1-3pm | Kings Highway Library 

TELEVISION STUDIO PRODUCTION | $98
Certification Course
This course teaches you the basics of shooting a produc-
tion inside a television studio using a professional-grade 
video camera and equipment. 

Feb 10-20 | Tue-Fri | 10:30am-1:30pm | BRIC House 

VIDEO PRODUCTION IN THE FIELD | $50
Certification Course
This course will give you the skills to produce your videos 
from anywhere. You’ll gain hands-on experience using a 
professional-grade digital video camera and equipment.

Feb 3-17 | Tue | 1-5pm | Coney Island Library 
 

VIDEO EDITING WITH PREMIERE | $60
Certification Course
This course covers the basics of non-linear video editing 
using Adobe Premiere Pro CS 6.

Feb 7-21 | Sat | 10:30am-4:30pm | BRIC House

AUDIO PRODUCTION IN THE FIELD  | $20
Learn the best practices for capturing clean audio in the 
field with various types of equipment such as micro-
phones, field mixers, and digital audio recorders.
 
Jan 31 | Sat | 10:30am-4:30pm | New Lots Library
 

INTRO TO DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY | $20
Learn how to use your camera’s features and simple tricks 
to create beautiful digital images. 

Feb 6 | Fri | 10:30am-4:30pm | BRIC House 

MOTION GRAPHICS WITH AFTER EFFECTS | $50
Learn how to create dynamic motion graphics and video 
effects.

Feb 2-11 | Mon & Wed | 10:30am-1:30pm | BRIC House 

WEB VIDEO PRODUCTION | $30
Digital Storytelling: Learn how to build, assemble, and 
distribute your own digital story.

Jan 26-29 | Mon-Thu | 6:30-9:30pm | BRIC House

BRIC Media Education
BECOME A BROOKLYN MEDIA MAKER WITH FREE AND 
LOW-COST CLASSES

Four Easy Steps to Getting 
Your Own TV Show

1. Attend a free Orientation and learn all  
    about our media offerings. 

2. Successfully complete at least one of  
    our certification courses and become a  
    Certified Community Producer to gain  
    free access to equipment, studios,  
    and facilities. 
 
3. Contact our Programming Department  
    at 718.683.5643 to schedule airdates.
 
4. Turn on your TV and watch your  
    show on Brooklyn Public Network or  
    stream online!

Did you know? BRIC offers free and low-
cost media classes at various Brooklyn Public 
Library locations. 
Here’s a sample of upcoming free media 
classes at Brooklyn Public Library 

INTRO TO DIGITAL STORYTELLING FOR PC
Turn your photographs into a narrative video short.
Feb 4 | Wed | 3-5pm | New Lots Library

SHORT-FORM VIDEO TECHNIQUES FOR PC
Get tips and techniques to build compelling short-form 
videos with your mobile device.
Feb 3 | Tue | 11am-1pm | Central Library 

INTRO TO SOCIAL MEDIA
Learn the basics of some of the world’s most popular  
social networks.
Feb 4 | Wed | 5:45-7:45pm | Kings Highway Library (ESL)

DIGITAL CAMERA BASICS
Build beautiful images using features on your digital 
camera.
Feb 4 | Wed | 3�–�5pm | Kings Highway Library (ESL) 

DIGITAL PHOTO ENHANCEMENT
Gain hands-on experience with Gimp, a free photo editing  
software program.
Feb 11 | Wed | 3-5pm | New Lots Library 

ORAL HISTORY & DIGITAL ARCHIVING 
Learn best practices to archive physical and digital photos 
as well as audio recording.
Jan 27 | Tue | 3:45-5:45pm | Coney Island Library 

CAPTURING YOUR POETRY
Record and exhibit your poetry using Zoom recorders  
and Audacity.
Jan 28 | Wed | 5:45-7:45pm | New Lots Library 

DIY STOP-MOTION ANIMATION
Discover fun ways to create animation pieces using tablet 
devices.
Jan 27 | Tue | 3:45-5:45pm | Coney Island Library 

Central Library | 10 Grand Army Plaza | Brooklyn, NY 11238
Kings Highway Library | 2115 Ocean Ave | Brooklyn, NY 11229
New Lots Library | 665 New Lots Ave | Brooklyn, NY 11207
Coney Island Library | 1901 Mermaid Ave | Brooklyn, NY 11224

 
Visit BRICartsmedia.org/bpl for a detailed list of classes  
and branches.

In addition to certification classes, we offer many 
classes that can support your production process 
and get your voice heard.

Please Note: Becoming a Certified Community 
Producer is not a requirement to air a program on 
our channels.  
Visit BRICartsmedia.org/ bfs for more info. 

For more classes please visit  
BRICartsmedia.org/bme
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B-Side | Premieres live Thursdays @ 8pm
BROOKLYN’S NEWEST AND BOLDEST RESOURCE FOR MUSIC
Tune-in or head down to BRIC House and be a part of the live, in-
studio music series and get up close and personal with some of the 
borough’s most inspiring emerging musicians. 

Brooklyn Independent Media
Brooklyn Independent Media is the first 24/7-television channel created by, for, and about Brooklyn. The channel 
features programming produced and curated by BRIC, emphasizing local news, civic affairs, and arts and culture. 
Take a look some highlights from the program line-up for 2015:

 

Brooklyn Public Network includes community-
produced Brooklyn Free Speech TV, BRIC-produced 
and Brooklyn-focused Brooklyn Independent Media, 
and the Brooklyn Bulletin Board, a 24/7 community 
calendar for Brooklyn not-for-profit organizations.

Brooklyn Free 
Speech TV
Cablevision 67-69 
Time Warner 34, 79, 56 
Verizon FiOS 42-44 
RCN 82-84

BK Live | Premieres live Mon-Thu @ noon
BROOKLYN BEYOND SOUND BITES
BK Live is the flagship daily show focused on Brooklyn news and 
culture. The show features neighborhood correspondents as a 
revolving cast of hosts, contributors, and on-air talent, providing a 
street-level view of Brooklyn from multiple perspectives.

Our Hen House | Premieres select Mondays @ 7pm
CHANGING THE WORLD FOR ANIMALS
This energetic, talk show-style program, led by two charming and 
chatty co-hosts, Jasmine Singer and Marianna Sullivan, covers a 
range of topics on the vegan lifestyle.

Straight Up | Premieres select Tuesdays @ 7pm
REPORTERS TAKE A SHOT AT THE HOT TOPICS EFFECTING 
BROOKLYN
A no-holds-barred roundtable of in-the-know local reporters 
discussing politics, scandals, and news, in a completely unscripted 
and “off-the-record” style at their favorite Brooklyn bar. 

Tomorrow Will Be Televised | Premieres live Mondays @ 3pm
BROOKLYN’S TAKE ON TELEVISION
Fast-talking host, Simon Applebaum, commentates on the media 
landscape in Brooklyn and beyond and chats online with listeners of 
his Blogtalk radio station.

Brooklyn Independent Media
Cablevision 70 
Time Warner 756 
Verizon FiOS 46 

Brooklyn Bulletin Board
Time Warner 1997 
Verizon FiOS 45 
RCN 85
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
A Greenwood Heights cop is trying to 
oust longtime police union head Pat 
Lynch as Lynch battles City Hall.

The Patrolmen’s Benevolent Asso-
ciation election challenge is the fi rst 
the outspoken union executive has 
faced in more than a decade. It is being 
mounted by Brian Fusco, a 27-year vet-
eran of the 72nd Precinct, which serves 
Greenwood Heights, Sunset Park, and 
Windsor Terrace, with the help of 
scandal-tarred Bronx cops accused of 
fi xing tickets. At a press conference 
on Tuesday in front of the precinct’s 
station house, Fusco said Lynch is all 
style and no substance when it comes 
to representing the NYPD’s 24,000 
rank-and-fi le offi cers.

“When Pat gets in front of a mic 
he’s very well-spoken, he gets very an-
gry, he gets red in the face, everything 
sounds great, and he rallies the troops 
behind him,” said Fusco, who has been 
a union trustee for eight years. “Unfor-
tunately when Pat steps away from the 
microphone, that’s where it ends. He 
never has a plan, never has a follow-
through for everything he says.” 

Fusco and his allies, also including 
East New York offi cer and union op-
erative John Giangrasso, are calling 
themselves the Strengthen the Shield 
slate, and their main gripe is the four 
and a half years beat cops have gone 
without a contract.

“Pat Lynch and his team have failed 
to get us a contract in almost half a de-
cade,” Fusco said. “There is no rea-
son policemen who put themselves in 
harm’s way every day should be walk-
ing around for almost fi ve years with-
out a contract. It is completely unac-
ceptable.”

Lynch has been president of the 
union since 1999, and Fusco’s insur-
gent campaign is the fi rst election 
challenge since 2003, when Lynch de-
feated an opponent by 70 percent. Con-
tract negotiations recently went to ar-
bitration.

Lynch has made international 
headlines during the past month by 
blaming Mayor DeBlasio for the mur-
der of two police offi cers in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, saying he and anti-police-
brutality protesters had blood on their 
hands. During his mayoral campaign, 
DeBlasio pledged to rein in the use of 
the controversial stop, question, and 
frisk tactic; as mayor he aligned him-
self with Rev. Al Sharpton; and follow-
ing a grand jury’s December decision 
not to indict the cop who killed Gow-
anus native Eric Garner, he did not 
comment directly on the case, but re-
lated telling his teenage son, who is 
mixed-race, to be careful around the 
police. DeBlasio also hired Bill Brat-
ton, pioneer of CompStat and so-called 

“broken windows policing,” to the post 
of police commissioner, and effusively 
praised the department through much 
of his fi rst year in offi ce.

Before DeBlasio, Lynch  demanded 
that taxpayer funding be pulled from 
Fort Greene’s Museum of Contempo-
rary African Diasporan Arts over art  
 he said “promotes hate”  against po-
lice offi cers. And in 2004, when then-
commissioner Ray Kelly  said there ap-
peared to be “no justifi cation”  for the 
 police shooting of Bedford-Stuyvesant 
teen Timothy Stansbury, Jr , Lynch de-
manded that Kelly resign.

Lynch denied a role in a recent 
citywide work slowdown within the 
NYPD, and rejected assertions by City 
Hall and media commentators that his 
attacks on DeBlasio are mostly meant 
to leverage a better contract.

Fusco was light on details about 
how he would do the job differently, 
and his slate comes with its own bag-
gage, in the form of criminal indict-
ments against his vice presidential 
candidates, Michael Hernandez and 
Joseph Anthony. The two are accused 
in connection with the 2011 ticket-fi x-
ing scandal that swept up 16 offi cers. 
Fusco said the ongoing prosecutions 
are another example of Lynch’s lack-
ing leadership, and expressed hope 
that the charges will go away by the 
time the union ballots go out in May.

“Pat Lynch stood in front of the 
Bronx Supreme Court and put on a 
great show as usual, but three years 
later nothing has been done” he said. 
“We’re very optimistic that these offi -
cers are wrongfully accused. It will be 
taken care of by then and it won’t even 
be an issue.”

During the press conference, about 
a dozen cops came tearing out of the 
nearby station house, hopped into 
cars, and peeled away with sirens blar-
ing, as if to highlight the work of the 
beat cops Fusco hopes to represent. 

“As you can see this is a dangerous 
job, and that’s the exact reason we’re 
here,” he said, a police helicopter whir-
ring overhead.

Brooklyn cop seeking top spot in 
PBA trashes fi ery incumbent

HE IS RUNNING: Brian Fusco outlines his 
plan to run against police union chief Pat 
Lynch in a press conference in Sunset Park 
on Tuesday. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

The union blues

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look ””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.
SATURDAY, 9 A.M.–3 P.M.

OPEN 
6 DAYS

8705 5

MR. VACUUM COUPON

APPROVED                  &                 DEALER

$1495
+ PARTS
+ TAX

WITH COUPON ONLY. EXPIRES 11/30/14

REPAIR ANY VACUUM 
OR SEWING MACHINE

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY

Guaranteed Lowest Prices in Brooklyn!
On ALL Air Conditioners & Major Appliances
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
The commish is sticking to his 
guns.

The city’s top cop rein-
forced his support for so-called 
broken-windows policing in 
the wake of an apparent slow-
down in which beat cops dras-
tically reduced the number of 
tickets and minor arrests. 

Police Commissioner Bill 
Bratton defended his signa-
ture policy of aggressive po-
licing of minor offenses at a 
Downtown event hosted by the 
Brooklyn Chamber of Com-
merce on Jan. 15 at MetroTech, 
saying that most “quality of 
life” arrests are the result of 
civilian complaints.

“The vast majority of qual-
ity-of-life enforcement is at 
your request,” Bratton said.

In the wake of the murder of 
two offi cers in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant in December, Bratton was  
caught uncomfortably between 
Mayor DeBlasio and the police 
union, whose leadership ac-
cused the mayor of helping to 
foment an environment of an-
ger and violence toward cops. 
As a protest against what cops 

felt a lack of support from City 
Hall, police on the streets and 
subways all but stopped en-
forcement for minor offenses, 
according to police data.

The slowdown appears to be 
over, and on Thursday Bratton 
said that summons numbers 
were back to just 10 percent be-
low what he called normal lev-
els, though the claim could not 
be independently verifi ed. The 
city may not have fallen apart 
during the period in which po-
lice refused to enforce quality-
of-life laws, but the commis-
sioner reaffi rmed his belief in 
the power of broken-windows 
policing.

“Quality-of-life enforce-
ment is what saved this city 
back in the ’90s,” said Bratton. 
“It is every bit as important to 
us as violent crime.”

Bratton made his name 
in the early 1990s tackling 
subway crime as head of the 
transit police under Mayor 
Dinkins, and then driving 
down lawlessness citywide as 
Mayor Giuliani’s fi rst police 
commissioner, by enforcing 
petty offenses along with ma-

jor crimes. Back in power un-
der Mayor DeBlasio, Bratton 
returned to the same tactics, 

notably cracking down on so-
called “showtime” dancers on 
the subway and sellers of un-

taxed cigarettes, or “loosies.” 
Critics say broken-windows 

policing disproportionately tar-
gets communities of color and 
strain relationships with police. 

The policy came under 
sharp criticism during the 
weeks of protests that followed 
the announcement that an offi -
cer who killed Eric Garner on 
Staten Island — in an attempt 
to arrest Garner for selling of 
loosies — but Bratton said that 
with a more nuanced enforce-
ment and a better public under-
standing of the policy, he be-
lieves the police can strengthen 
relations with the community.

“People want us to pay at-
tention to the things that af-
fect their neighborhoods, their 
streets, their parks, and their 
schools” he said. “We will go 
where we are asked to go, and 
we will deal with the incidents 
we are asked to deal with, but 
we will try to the best of our 
ability to do it in partnership, 
and in ways that solve prob-
lems rather than create them.”

Bratton received a stand-
ing ovation from the Chamber 
crowd following his speech.

Top cop promises to keep up enforcement of minor offenses during talk with Chamber

ANY QUESTIONS?: Police commissioner Bill Bratton speaks to reporters 
after the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce breakfast in Downtown last 
Thursday morning. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Bratton defends broken-windows policy

My Dad

Uncle Jack

“Thanks to Calvary in Brooklyn, my dad, and then my uncle  
spent their final days in their beloved borough.”

“My family was born and raised in Brooklyn. My father was a 
bartender. And my uncle, a mailman. When dad had terminal 
cancer, and then a few years later, my Uncle Jack, their wishes 
were to spend their final days with the ones they loved – their 
family and friends – in the place that they loved, Brooklyn. 
We knew that Calvary’s Brooklyn Satellite at Lutheran Medical 
Center was the perfect place. The convenience of having world-
renowned, expert end-of-life care close to us made the final days 
stress free for everyone. We’d visit throughout the day and night. 
You not only relieved their physical pain, but also our emotional 
pain. Thanks to you, there were wonderful memories of happy 
times together until the very end. God bless you, Calvary.“

– Joe Hall

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org
Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services • Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice)

Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220
(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Police arrested a Bushwick man who 
allegedly had a used  rocket launcher in 
his Knickerbocker Avenue apartment. 

Working off a tip, cops got a war-
rant to search the apartment between 
Covert and Shaefer streets, where they 
found the round pipe rocket launcher, 
along with drug paraphernalia, ac-
cording to NYPD spokeswoman So-
phia Mason. 

The rocket launcher was a one-time 
use instrument and had already been 
used, said Mason. She said police do 
not know where or when the weapon 
was fi red. 

 The 83rd Precinct’s Twitter feed 
referred  to the rocket launcher as a 
“WMD” or weapon of mass destruc-
tion, but several Twitter users scoffed 
at that, including a user named Crypto 
Cuttlefi sh, who  said  “a disposable 
rocket launcher without the rocket 
is just a tube that you can buy from 
Army surplus shop.”

Most Army Navy surplus stores 

in Brooklyn do not sell the dodgy in-
strument, according to Ed Veneziano, 
owner of Cato’s Army Navy on Man-
hattan Avenue in Greenpoint. 

“I do not sell that, and none of the 
vendors I work with sell anything re-
motely like that,” said Veneziano. 

Still, Veneziano said it might be 
possible to fi nd such an object at Army-
Navy stores in other states. 

“Try Texas,” he said. “If you can 
buy it, you can buy it in Texas.”

So we called some Texas Army-
Navy store to see if that was the case, 
and learned it might not. But other non-
working explosives could be found.

“Those are very, very hard to fi nd,” 
said Case Smien, who works at the City 
Surplus Army Navy Store in Killeen, 
Texas. “If we did sell one, we would as-
sume it was no longer functional, like 
the old grenades we sell.”

Police charged the 41-year-old man 
with criminal possession of a weapon 
and criminal possession of drug para-
phernalia.  

Bushwick man arrested for storing it

BIG CHARGE FOR OLD GARBAGE: Police found a used rocket launcher in a Bushwick home 
last Friday morning.  NYPD

Police: Rocket man 
had this launcher

 
Did you know there is more than $150 billion each year in loans, 

grants, and work-study programs that can help you and your family 
pay for college? 

 
You can access this money by completing the  

Free Application for Federal  Student  Aid (FAFSA) 
 

Complete your FAFSA with the Y!  
 

Locations in Manhattan, Queens, Brooklyn 
and The Bronx  

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
 
VISIT: WWW.YMCANYC.ORG/FAFSA  
 
 EMAIL: FAFSA@YMCANYC.ORG  
 

We  provide: 
�� On-site Trained Professionals to help complete the FAFSA  
�� Additional support after you complete the FAFSA 
�� Free Metrocards  

Supported by 

NEED MONEY FOR COLLEGE? 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday 2-8pm
Tuesday 2-6pm
Thursday 2-6pm
Friday 9am-3pm

HAS MOVED TO A NEW LOCATION
2422 Knapp Street
Brooklyn, NY 11235

718.989.2264

Please Call for appointment

Dr. Joseph Buono MD

Students $5
Traveling To Any 

Local School
(ALL YEAR LONG)

$5
ALL LOCAL

CALLS
(ALL YEAR LONG)

EARLY BIRD
SPECIAL $27
To Downtown NYC
From 7am To 10am

(EZ PASS INCLUDED)

JFK $35 LGA $30
Newark $45
          +Tolls
(LIMITED TIME OFFER)

CAR SERVICE
Base L # B02738

718-238-0404
WE GO ANYWHERE!

www.explorercarservicevip.com

24 HRS
Like Our Service?

Download Our Free App
at MY TAXI RIDE

Explorer Car Service
6809 3rd Avenue

The source for news in your neighborhood:
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BY ERIC ADAMS
 This holiday season, Brooklyn 
Borough Hall was host to an ex-
hibit that had not been viewed 
outside of Italy in 700 years.

My offi ce partnered with 
Associazione Culturale Anti-
qua, an organization promot-
ing Italian history, to display 
13th and 14th century writings 
of St. Francis of Assisi, the 
only scheduled public viewing 
in the United States.

The opportunity to bring 
such an important exhibit to 
Brooklyn was exciting in itself, 
but bringing this display to our 
borough served a more impor-
tant purpose: to highlight the 
legacy of the beloved saint.

There are nearly 1.5 mil-
lion in Brooklyn and Queens. 
These Catholics have long 
known that St. Francis of As-
sisi believed it incumbent 
upon man to protect creatures 
big and small. This thinking 
extended not just to the spar-
rows and wolves to which he is 
said to have preached, but re-
fl ected his devotion to helping 
the most vulnerable in society, 
the poor and the sick.

These are values that are 
unique to no one set of beliefs. 
Anti-poverty and environmen-

tal teachings are prominent 
not only in the Bible, but also 
in the Torah, the Quran, Bud-
dhist writings and in many 
other belief systems, organized 
and non-organized alike.

And they are values and te-
nets that my offi ce holds dear 
as well.

It’s why, early on in my ten-
ure at Brooklyn Borough Hall, 
my offi ce convened groups of 
experts to identify ways to pro-
mote service, fi ght poverty, 
and provide support and pro-
tection to our parks and envi-
ronment.

Government can achieve 
these goals. The New York State 
Legislature can increase the 
minimum wage to help those 
scraping to get by receive a fair 
shot at climbing the economic 
ladder to the middle class. In 
New York City, we can work to 
expand affordable housing in 
the borough and attract good-
paying jobs to Brooklyn.

But government cannot 
achieve these goals alone. 
Commitment to service must 
also begin at home. In the 
wake of this holiday season, it 
is important to remember the 
messages of St. Francis of As-
sisi, and ensure that we take 

steps to serve others and help 
those most vulnerable in our 
society. An easy way to do this 
is to sign up at volunteer sites 
like NYC Service, NYC Cares 
or Volunteer Match.

In order to help facilitate 
this sense of volunteerism and 
service in Brooklyn, my of-
fi ce is working with state Sen. 
Martin Malave Dilan and As-
sembly Member Erik Martin 
Dilan to introduce state leg-
islation to create a tax credit 
for those who spend a certain 

amount of time volunteering 
with established organiza-
tions, modeled after the tax 
credit available for those who 
serve as volunteer fi refi ghters 
or ambulance workers. There’s 
no reason why people who do-
nate their time shouldn’t re-
ceive the same tax benefi ts as 
those who donate money.

In addition, to reduce over-
head for organizations seek-
ing volunteers, I am calling 
for New York State’s Offi ce of 
Court Administration to re-

duce the costs to non-profi ts 
who are mandated to do back-
ground checks for potential 
volunteers. Currently, back-
ground checks in New York 
City cost $65 each, regardless 
of whether the entity apply-
ing is a for-profi t company or 
a non-profi t organization. New 
York State should provide a re-
duced rate available for non-
profi ts conducting background 
checks on volunteers.

I will also host a volunteer 
fair this coming spring and de-
velop a Brooklyn volunteer re-
source guide to link those in-
terested in giving back to their 
communities to the organiza-
tions that need their help.

So, as we begin 2015, be 
sure to remember the lessons 
we’ve learned from leaders 
like St. Francis of Assisi. Get 
involved in maintaining your 
local park, partner with lo-
cal schools to create an after-
school reading program, or 
volunteer at your local com-
munity board to advocate for 
your neighbors.

It is through this service 
that we make our neighbor-
hoods, borough and city a bet-
ter place to live, work and raise 
a family.

OLD WISDOM: The ancient writings of St. Francis of Assisi displayed at 
Borough Hall offer a call to service. 
 Brooklyn Borough President’s Offi ce / Kathryn Kirk

Adams: 2015 is year of the volunteer

Complete Banking gives you even more freedom and  
time to do the things you love. Plus, get up to $200  
when you open a new Complete Checking Plus account.*

Complete
Checking 

Plus.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

   mobile  
  check      
 deposit

 earn  
   interest

 ATM fee 
  rebates

 

** NewNew ComCCompCompCoComCom lete Chheheecckincc g PlPlus account with new money ony ony onlylyy. y EExExExisting cheheckcking acg accounco t customers e are not eligible. An existing checking customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account
withhhin tin tinn n tn tin tnin the llheh aststtast 24 m24 m2 ononths. s. This s ofoffer is limited to one Complete Checking Plus accoucount pnt per her household. Minimum deposit required to open a new Complete Checking Plus account is $100. No minimum balance required to be eligible for the
Bonunnuuonon ss. Direct DDDDeDDD posipoposit –t – t You u wiwilwillwill reeceivee  $100 for signing up for and receiving a recurring direct deposit of $250 or more. Tax refund checks do not qualify as direct deposit. Direct Deposits must be completed prior to 90 days after the
accoacacccoccoc unt is opepeeneened Dd. Debit CarCard Pud Purchchases – You will receive $50 for the completion of 5 debit card purchases. Each debit card purchase must be $25 or more. Online Banking Bill-payments – You will receive $50 for completing 5 online 
bbbankb ing bill-p-paymentmentmenentente s viis v a Fla Flushiushing Bng ankank’s Online Banking portal. Each online bill-pay must be $25 or more. Debit Card Purchases and Online Bill-payments must be completed prior to 60 days after the account is opened. THE MAXIMUM
AMOUNT AAAAANYNNY CNY CCUSTOMER CAN RECEIVE E IS $200.  The compensation will be credited to the checking account on or about the end of the month following the completion of the above qualifying transactions within the required time
after accocount opt opening. A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. Other fees and restrictions may apply. All offers are subject to change and termination without prior notice at any time.

For more information, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889  
or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

Complete access. Complete control. Complete Banking.
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If Crisis Strikes, You Risk:

Proper Planning Ensures You:

iPlugTM  Planning Protects Your Family From:

Discover:

It’s All About Family!
Have you Protected Them?

Life is Complicated Enough. Protecting Your 
Family Shouldn’t Be...

JANUARY 2015 SEMINAR SCHEDULE

To reserve a seat, please call 718-514-2066 or log on to our website at www.aljlaw.com

JANUARY 27, 2015
9:00 am to 11:00 am

Kouros Bay Diner
3861 Nostrand Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11235

JANUARY 28, 2015
10:00 am to 12:00 pm

Lenny’s Clam Bar & Restaurant
161-03 Cross Bay Blvd.

Howard Beach, NY 11414

6:30 pm to 8:30 pm
Law Offi ce of Andrew 
L. Jaloza & Associates
71-27 Myrtle Avenue
Glendale, NY 11385

JANUARY 29, 2015
10:00 am to 12:00 pm

My Kitchen
106-17 Metropolitan Avenue

Forest Hills, NY 11385

6:30 pm to 8:30 pm
Law Offi ce of Andrew L. 

Jaloza & Associates
71-27 Myrtle Avenue
Glendale, NY 11385
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Get ready for some monkey business.

World-renowned chimpanzee ex-
pert Jane Goodall is coming to the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music in April 
for a lecture called “Sowing the Seeds 
of Hope.” She will talk about her new 
book, “Seeds of Hope: Wisdom and 
Wonder from the World of Plants,” as 
well as her work with primates.

Goodall gained notoriety in the 
1960s through her study of chimpan-
zee behavior in Gombe Stream Na-
tional Park in Tanzania. Her fi ndings 
questioned conventional understand-
ings of primate behavior by noting 
emotional and social interactions that 
were previously thought to be unique 
to humans. She also discovered that 
chimps engage in primitive tool-mak-
ing, using twigs as an implement to 
capture and consume insects.

She founded the Jane Goodall Insti-
tute in 1977 to help fund her research 
and to protect chimpanzees and their 
habitats. She also started an environ-
mental conservancy group for young 
people called Roots and Shoots in 1991, 
and became a United Nations Messen-
ger of Peace in 2002.

Goodall’s new book focuses on her 
love of plants and what can be done to 

protect our environment.
Tickets go on sale Jan. 20.
“Sowing the Seeds of Hope: An Eve-

ning with Dr. Jane Goodall” at Brook-
lyn Academy of Music’s Howard Gil-
man Opera House [30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place and Saint Fe-
lix Street in Fort Greene, (718) 636–
4100, www.bam.org]. April 15 at 8 pm. 
$30, $45, $65, or $85.

Jane Goodall coming to Fort Greene

A CHUM OF THE CHIMPS: Jane Goodall 
started studying chimpanzee behavior in 
the 1960s and revolutionized the way scien-
tists see primates — and will speak at BAM in 
April. Jane Goodall Institure / Chase Pickering

Swinging into BAM 

NEWYEAR.  
NEW YOU.

...from the inside out

A T T E N D  T H E   

Lutheran HealthCare  
Surgical Weight Loss Institute 

FREE Open House
Discuss your options with our team. Learn about our support services.  

Hear powerful weight loss stories from our patients who achieved  

significant weight loss through weight loss surgery.

Tuesday, January 27, 2015 
6 p.m.

Adult Medicine (Station 12), Reception Area 
150 55th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11220

We accept MEDICAID, MEDICARE, and most major insurance plans.   
A sliding fee scale is available for patients without insurance.

Surgical Weight Loss Institute
Bariatric Surgery Center of Excellence, as named by the American Society of Metabolic and Bariatric 

Surgeons (reaccredited for the third time), and NYS Designated Bariatric Surgery Center for Medicaid in NYC

718-630-THIN (8446)

  
 

VISIT SAFERCAR.GOV/THERIGHTSEAT
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World Class Orthopaedic Care at our State-of-the-Art Facility: 
761 Merrick Avenue   Westbury   516.357.8777

Manhattan | Brooklyn | Queens | Nassau | Suffolk

Learn more and schedule an appointment online nyspine.com

Neck & Back Pain  |  Scoliosis & Spinal Deformities | Knee & Hip 
Replacement | Hand, Shoulder, Elbow & Ankle  |  Sports Medicine  | 
Pediatric Orthopeadics  |  Physiatry, Pain Management  |  Pain 
Management Psychology  |  Chiropractic Care  |  Acupuncture  |  MRI

New York Spine Institute is the only comprehensive 
Spine Institute and Full Orthopedic Center on Long 
Island affiliated with NYU Langone’s Hospital for Joint 
Diseases. This center brings nationally and internationally 
recognized leaders in Spinal Care to your community.
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE 
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,  
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

SANDRA DIAZ
Located near the Verrazano Bridge in Bay Ridge Brooklyn   
347-251-7423   www.diazestudio.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS 
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or  
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS 
4255 Amboy Road, Staten Island, NY  10308

(718) 605-3274

316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ  07095

(732) 750-1174  ultfash@optonline.net

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
718 698-4859  www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
BAY RIDGE MANOR 
476 76th St., Brooklyn (718) 748–8855,  
www.bayridgemanor.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT 
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,

www.casapepe.com

EL CARIBE COUNTRY CLUB CATERERS  
5945 Strickland Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 531–1200,  
www.elcaribecaterers.com

GIACOMO’S TRATTORIA 
7902 3rd Ave., Brooklyn (718) 439–6993,  
www.facebook.com/GiacomosWoodFiredPizza 

GLEN TERRACE 
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GREENHOUSE CAFE 
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200, 

www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO 
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,

www.ilfornettorestaruant.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL 
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn  (718) 788–0777,

www.grandprospecthall.com

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB 
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island 
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

NEW YORK CITY EVENTS 
Contact Dyker Beach Golf Course  
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or Pelham Bay & Split Rock Golf 
Course at (718) 885–1258 x 229,   
www.nycevents.americangolf.com

SIRICO’S  
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900, 

www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island  
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352 www.theparadisecateringhall.com

DUE PONTI
154-11 Powells Cove Blvd. Whitestone, NY 11357
718-767-3100  www.dueponti-ristorant.com

FLUSHING TOWN HALL
137-35 Northern Blvd. Flushing NY 11354
()718) 463-7700  www.flushingtownhall.org

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11355
(718) 886-3800 X 201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

Lodging
HOUSE ON THIRD BED & BREAKFAST
422 Third Street, Park Slope, Brooklyn, NY
(718) 788-7171   www.houseon3st.com

Entertainment
E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT 
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Florists
FLORAL FANTASY 
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or 
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST 
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or  
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS 
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

13TH AVENUE FLORIST 
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088, 
13thaveflorist@gmail.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204

(718) 256-7434 www.18thaveflowers.com

Jewelry
TIVOLI JEWELERS 
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York

216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens,

New York

Phone: +1-718-339-4653 Fax: +1-718-975-0952

Email: info@cashforgoldbk.com

See more at: http://cashforgoldbk.com/location-2

See more at: http://cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

OKG JEWELRY
248-25 Northern Blvd., Little Neck, NY  718-423-2526 
www.okgjewelry.com   Like Us on Facebook  

Open Tuesday - Saturday

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION 
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

RJ’S LIMOUSINES 
3285 Sunrise Hwy., Wantagh  (516) 221–3040
www.rjlimos.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd.,  Staten island (718) 351-7273 
www.rddlimos.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY 
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949, 

www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO 
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill  

(888) 400–2738 or (718) 504–1970,  

www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS 
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 AVE.   718 748 2200

PILO ARTS SALON 
8412 3rd Ave., Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  
www.piloarts.com

SALON MALAVE 
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720 
www.salonmalave.com 

AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
718 979 9000  www.afbennett.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S. 
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,  
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE 
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,  
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO 
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR 
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA 
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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EDUCATION GUIDE  SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

“Building upon the Past  
Preparing Our Students    

for the Future”

St. Patrick 
Catholic Academy

Join us for Catholic Schools Week�
January 25th - 30th, 2015

Meet Us: 401 97th St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11209   
Call Us: (718) 833-0124   
Visit Us: stpatrickca.org

Open House 
Sunday,  January 25th-  
12:30pm - 3:00pm 

Monday,  January 26th-  
9:00am - 11:00am 
   

Personal Tours Available upon Request

 Nursery (1/2 Day & Full Day) to 
8th Grade 

Early Drop Off  & Extended Day 
Programs 
Comprehensive Technology 
Program 
Fully Equipped Science Lab 
Spanish Instruction - All Grades 
Vocal Music, Orchestra, 
Recorder 
Enrichment Programs - All 
Grades 
Latin and Greek Roots Program 
Drama Club 
Toddler Parent & Play Program

St. Patrick Catholic Academy, estab-
lished in 2013, is located within the 

grounds of St. Patrick Church in Fort 
Hamilton, Brooklyn. We build upon 
the 150 year history of St. Patrick Par-
ish Elementary School in continuing to 
provide an exemplary Catholic educa-
tion for our students. The Faculty of St. 
Patrick Catholic Academy honors the 
legacy of the Sisters of St. Dominic, who 
ministered to the children of St. Patrick 
School for over 100 years, by continuing 
their charism of truth, prayer, study, 
common life, mission and praise.

The mission of St. Patrick Catholic 
Academy is to provide our students 
with an education rooted in the belief 
that the basis for all learning is both 
spiritual and intellectual. We fulfill 
our mission with a dedicated partner-
ship of administration, faculty and 
parents working cooperatively in nur-
turing our students to grow to be ethi-
cal and educated adults who will make 
a positive impact upon society in the 
future. Students at St. Patrick Catho-
lic Academy are given the opportunity 
to develop their talents in a caring en-
vironment that promotes individual 
learning styles. Our instructional 
program develops our students’ listen-
ing, writing and study skills enabling 
them to comprehend, analyze and 

synthesize knowledge across all cur-
riculum areas. Students on all grade 
levels participate in interdisciplinary 
projects that enhance research skills 
while incorporating STEM-Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math 
learning experiences. Arts Education 
is an integral part of our instructional 
program with Vocal Music on all grade 
levels, Recorders in Grades 3, 4, and 5, 
Boys’ and Girls’ Choirs, String Orches-
tra and Drama Club. 

Spanish and Enrichment are of-
fered on all grade levels. Fifth and 
Sixth Grade Dominican Scholars 
study First Year Latin with students 
in all grades participating in the Latin 
and Greek Roots Program. St. Patrick 
Catholic Academy offers a comprehen-
sive Technology Program; classrooms 
are equipped with SMARTBoards and 
students are provided with instruction 
that prepares them to tackle sophisti-
cated tasks such as coding.

At St. Patrick Catholic Academy, 
each student is encouraged to model 
our patron, St. Patrick, in leading a 
life of faith, perseverance and commit-
ment to service. Our students are well 
prepared to be life-long learners who 
will meet the challenges of high school, 
college and the work world with enthu-
siasm and success.

Mary Queen of Heaven School has 
educated the children of Mill 

Basin for over 65 years, with empha-
sis on educating the whole child aca-
demically, spiritually and socially in 
preparation for their future role as 
citizens in a diverse society.

The faculty and staff are dedi-
cated to maintaining a Christian 
atmosphere of respect, love and con-
cern for all students. Their atten-
tion is focused on the Common Core 
Standards, and new strategies for 
learning have been implemented. As 
part of the curriculum, the younger 
grades are learning music, while the 
older grades are learning to speak 
Spanish. The school also offers an 
early morning drop-off and after-
school program.   

The school community attends 
First Friday Mass and a monthly 
prayer service. This year, all grades 
are involved in community service, 
which is a reminder to students of 
their faith.

Monthly assemblies are designed 
to encourage the children to achieve. 
The school also honors a student from 
each class as Student of the Month. 

All students that have arrived on 
time daily and have completed all 
of their assignments and follow the 
school policies become Lords and La-
dies of the Queen’s Court.

Mary Queen of Heaven School has 
a Junior Beta Club that is respon-
sible for conducting a schoolwide 
charitable project each month, such 
as collecting food for the food pantry, 
helping less fortunate children and 
sending cards to the homebound.

Students are encouraged to share 
their talents with others. The school 
offers dance and band along with 
many opportunities for students to 
enter art and essay contests. Students 
frequently win awards that showcase 
their talents.

Some of the eighth-grade students 
attend St. Edmund Prep each morn-
ing for a high school class in Earth 
Science in preparation for the June 
Regents. Former graduates have re-
ceived scholarships to such presti-
gious high schools as Regis, Xavier, 
Bishop Ford, Bishop Loughlin, St. 
Saviour and Bishop Kearney.

For more information, visit  www.
mqhschool.net or call  (718) 763–2360.

Mary Queen of Heaven 
School

Ciedah Hosten from grade 8 (along with her father and the ELA teacher, Mrs. Sieja) won the Grand Prize in 
the 2014 “My Favorite Christmas Moment” essay contest for Radio City Music Hall Christmas Spectacular. 

Our Mission: Mary Queen of Heaven is a Catholic elementary school founded in 1949 
and entrusted with the mission of educating students, spiritually, academically, socially 
and physically, placing emphasis on skills and tools necessary for success in today’s diverse 
society. We strive to maintain a Christ-like atmosphere of respect, love and concern.

We Offer: Smartboards, Wireless Internet, After School, Federal Lunch, Dance, 
Band, Regents Science 9, Junior Beta, Early Morning Drop-off, Community Service 
and so much more!

“We’re Kicking Up Our Heels 
for Catholic Education!”

COME VISIT  
OUR SCHOOL!

Tour Dates  
for PreK-3 – 8th grade

Sunday, January 25, 1–2 pm
Monday, January 26, 9–11am

M
ARY QUEEN OF HEAVEN

SCHOOL
1326 East 57th Street, Brooklyn, NY  
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Touro College: a world of possibilities
apply online at 
apply.touro.edu

888.722.7166
Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens
www.touro.edu/nyscas

Get your undergraduate degree at Touro College’s 
New York School of Career and Applied Studies.

At NYSCAS we provide the support our students need to succeed, 
from the moment they enroll to the day they graduate.

And if graduate study is in your future, consider Touro’s graduate and professional schools:
Business, Education, Jewish Studies, Health Sciences, Law, Osteopathic Medicine, Pharmacy, Psychology, Social Work, and Technology.

facebook.com/nyscasTouro
@nyscasTouro

Touro is an equal opportunity institution
For Touro’s complete Non-Discrimination Statement, please visit www.touro.edu

Fidelis Care offers quality, affordable New York State-sponsored
health insurance for children and adults of all ages and at all
stages of life. 

From NY State of Health: The Official Health Plan Marketplace, to
Child Health Plus, Medicaid Managed Care, Medicare Advantage,
Managed Long Term Care and more, we have a program that
meets your needs. 

And, with our growing provider network, you can see a Fidelis
Care doctor almost anywhere you go in New York State!

We have a health insurance program that's right for you – and the
ones you love. 

Products not available in all counties.
To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health
Plus and Medicaid through NY State of Health, the Of�cial Health Plan 
Marketplace, visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

Save the Dates for Open Enrollment!

Quality health coverage. It’s Our Mission.

“I want a health plan that covers me...and my family.”

Catholic Schools Week
January 25 - 31, 2015

Fidelis Care is proud
to join with schools,
teachers, students,

and families in
celebration of

Catholic Schools Week.

(1-888-343-3547) • 
1-888-FIDELIS | fideliscare.org

To renew your coverage each year, call 1-866-435-9521H3328_FC 14160 CMS Accepted

Product:

• Metal-Level Products 
in NY State of Health

• Child Health Plus
• Medicaid Managed Care

Enroll From:

November 15, 2014 - 
February 15, 2015

All Year Long!
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EDUCATION GUIDE

Saint Bernard School

Intensive academic classes in a Christ centered environment
Instruction in technology, art, music, Spanish, & physical education for all grade levels

Scheduled time for all grade levels each week in the science lab, technology lab, & library
NYS Regents classes in Math & Earth Science available in grade 8

Humanities Class available for grades 5, 6, & 7
Writing program available for grades 1, 2, 3, & 4

Faculty who are NYS certified or in the process of certification

Middle States Accredited

www.stbernardschoolbrooklyn.org or 
www.optionc.com (school number 939)

Call for registration information or a tour
Serving the children of Bergen Beach, Mill Basin, and other surrounding areas

“We Teach With Love”

2030 EAST 69 STREET, BROOKLYN, NY 11234
718.241.6040

In the Fall of 2014, Saint Bernard 
School celebrated its 50th anniver-

sary. As we look back over the past 50 
years, students have been educated, 
teachers have taught, parents have 
participated and educational trends 
have come and gone. The one con-
stant at Saint Bernard School is that 
“we teach with love.” That is our mis-
sion; that is what sets us apart from 
other schools. 

We seek to educate the whole 
child in a warm, loving family en-
vironment. We seek to develop our 
students spiritually, intellectually, 
emotionally, and physically. We en-
courage our students to develop a 
Catholic, Christian personality that 
is reflected by respect for self and 
others as exemplified by Jesus in the 
Gospels. Through our educational 
program we seek to develop citizens 
of the 21st Century. We seek to de-
velop students capable of becoming 
productive citizens of the world capa-
ble of contributing to the well-being 
of all mankind. 

In conjunction with our families, 
our students learn to be accountable 
and responsible in a warm, loving 
environment. Family involvement is 

encouraged and greatly appreciated. 
Not just the child but the entire fam-
ily becomes part of the Saint Bernard 
Family.

In addition to our core academic 
subjects of religion, ELA, math, so-
cial studies, and science we offer 
instruction in Spanish, art, music, 
physical education, and technology 
on all grade levels. In addition, each 
child visits the library, science lab, 
and computer lab once per week for 
instruction. A writing program has 
been developed for students in grades 
1 to 4. Students in grades 5 to 7 are eli-
gible for a humanities course. Eighth 
graders have the opportunity to grad-
uate with two Regents courses com-
pleted: math 9 and earth science. We 
offer over 30 clubs to enrich and en-
courage each child’s potential. Each 
child is treated as an individual and 
all types of learners and learning 
styles are addressed. Our standard-
ized test scores attest to the success 
of our program. 

For information on enrollment or 
to arrange a tour call (718) 241–6040 
or visit our websites: www.stbernard-
schoolbrooklyn.org or www.optionc.
com (school number 939).

We teach with love

July 6 - 10  Basketball Camp  $200
July 6 - 17 Cheerleading Camp  $250
July 13 - 16  Volleyball Camp  $175
July 6 - Aug 12  Driver’s Ed* $475
July 8 - Aug 12  Summer School Courses* $390
July 23 - Aug 12  Regents Prep* $275
Sept 14 - Oct 7  SAT Prep* (Mon & Wed 4-6) $300
Sept 15 - Nov 3 TACHS Prep* (Tues 4-6) $250

 *  Co-Ed

Space is limited. Registration fees included.
More information available at www.bishopkearneyhs.org/summer

Bishop Kearney High School

Kearney Summer Programs
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You are a trendsetter and so are we.
LIU Brooklyn’s Fashion Merchandising program allows students to explore their passion for fashion  
in Brooklyn’s melting pot of style� in�uence� and culture� �repared for all elements of Fashion’s 
tech-driven future, including retail strategy, design, data analytics, marketing, and online purchasing, 
students learn from top fashion executives on the doorstep of Manhattan� �here is no other university 
�uite like us�you’ll 	e on the road to a successful career long 	efore you graduate�

Apply today. liu.edu/bkfashion

LIU Brooklyn is the University 
of Entrepreneurs—a leader in 
experiential education in the 
most entrepreneurial borough 
in New York City. According to 
the New York State Comptroller’s 
Offi ce, the number of Brooklyn 
businesses has grown by 21 
percent since 2003, much faster 
than any other borough. Located 
in downtown Brooklyn, LIU 
Brooklyn’s School of Business, 
Public Administration and 
Information Sciences is preparing 
students of all majors to become 
the next generation of the 
borough’s infl uential business 
leaders.

Angel Investors, burn rate, 
nondisclosure, venture capital, 
equity, value proposition, 
forecasting models. Students 

studying LIU Brooklyn’s 
Entrepreneurship minor will 
learn these key phrases of the 
entrepreneur’s vocabulary. At the 
heart of the minor is the belief 
that entrepreneurial thinkers 
create value in the world by using 
innovation under conditions of 
uncertainty to solve problems.

“The best way to understand 
the entrepreneurial process is to 
employ a hands-on, experiential 
approach,” said Dr. Kimberly 
R. Cline, president of LIU. “LIU 
Brooklyn Entrepreneurship 
students interact with Brooklyn’s 
tech-driven business community 
inside and outside of the academic 
environment to create business 
plans that are defensible to 
investors and actionable in the 
real world before graduation.”

LIU Brooklyn 
Entrepreneurship 
Differentiators—

Entrepreneurship & Innovation

with mentoring by faculty 
entrepreneurs

Tech Triangle

Fashion Merchandising in 
New York City’s Fashion Hub

The borough of Brooklyn has 
become a world brand and a pioneer 
of trendsetting. LIU Brooklyn’s 
focus on Fashion Merchandising 
allows students to explore their 
passion for fashion in Brooklyn’s 
melting pot of style, infl uence, and 
culture. LIU Brooklyn’s Fashion 

Merchandising program was 
designed with input from local 
industry leaders to prepare LIU 
Brooklyn students for all elements 
of Fashion’s tech-driven future, 
including retail strategy, design, 
data analytics, marketing, and 
online purchasing.

Fashion Merchandising 
students are also encouraged to 
take full advantage of Brooklyn’s 
fashion-forward community by 
applying in-class experiences 
to internships in the Fashion 
industry. The next Ralph 
Lauren, the next editor-in-chief 
of Vogue, or the next YouTube 
fashion expert may very well be 
found—or fi nd themselves—at 
LIU Brooklyn.

For more information, visit 
www.liu.edu/brooklyn

Trendsetting and Entrepreneurship in NYC’s
Premier Business Borough

Fashion Merchandising in New York City’s Fashion Hub
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BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

Congratulations and hip, hip, hoo-
ray to the 2015 graduating class at St. 

Francis College. Parents, friends, and 
faculty celebrated at St. Charles Borro-

meo Church on 
Jan. 14. Brother 
William Bos-

let (’70), supe-
rior general of 
the Francis-
can Brothers of 
Brooklyn, offered 
the opening invo-
cation, history 

professor Brother Geoffrey Clement 
delivered the closing benediction and 
Rev. Brian Jordan, director of the St. 
Francis College Campus Ministry, cel-
ebrated the Baccalaureate Mass.

Valedictorian Tan Cheung, a Hong 
Kong native, graduated with bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in accounting, 
and counted the ways to rave about the 
small college with big dreams.

“Because of the smaller class-
rooms, you get closer to the students 
and professors,” said Tan. “I could ask 
them about anything, not just course 
work, and they helped me with job and 
internship questions, too.”

Tan also earned a National Grid 
scholarship and internship, is a mem-
ber of the Accounting Society and 
Asian Culture Club, and is studying to 
take the Certifi ed Public Accountancy 
exam while looking for a job where she 
can put her new skills to use.

Mortars off also to biology major 
Abraham Oxilas, who hopes to be-
come a physician’s assistant or doctor 
of osteopathy; and Rosalia Badala-

menti, who graduated with a degree 
in childhood education. 

Standing O wishes all the gradu-
ates a great and fulfi lling future. 

St. Francis College [180 Remsen St. 
at Court Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 522–2300].

BENSONHURST

It’s that time again!
Standing O knows you have been 

on pins and needles for this day to ar-
rive, so here it is. The Bensonhurst 

West End Community Council will 
celebrate 54 years of great commu-
nity service with a whoop-de-do at El 
Caribe Country Club on March 5. For 
those of you living under a rock and 
have never heard of this gala, it is run 
by none other than our very own “Big 
Screecher,” Carmine Santa Maria, 
and celebrates all those individuals 
who have made their communities bet-
ter places.

This year’s honorees are: Janet 

Ndzibah, Matthew Barone, Erin 

Lynch, Lisa Addeo, Nancy Tong, 

and Erica Kuskin. Carmine will 
also be hailed for serving faithfully as 
president for the past 35 years. 

Call (718) 946–0234 for tickets. 

BOROUGH WIDE

And baby makes three
We have a delivery at Courier Life! 

The Stork has landed and added to the 
Stern household. Our very own Jen-

nifer Stern, display sales assistant, 
added grandma to her list of many ti-
tles. Eldest son Adam, an EMT with 
the FDNY, and wife Michelle Ladin 

Stern (remember, Standing O shouted 
out their wedding?), welcomed their 
little bundle of joy, Ella Hadarah 

Stern, (translation: goddess adorned 

with beauty) — and a beauty she is 
— on Jan. 16. The adorable baby girl 
weighed in at 6 pounds 7 ounces, and 
measured 17 inches in length. 

“Effi  (Saba) and I have fallen in love 
with Miss Ella,” said the proud Omi, 
“Especially for making us members of 
the illustrious grandparents club. It is 
like no other when it comes to joy and 
happiness.”

Standing O wishes the pair happi-
ness and joy, and suggests to the cou-
ple, “Get your sleep now, you’re gonna 
need it.” Mazel tov!

DOWNTOWN

Welcome back!
MaryAnne Gilmartin, president 

and chief executive offi cer of Forest 

City Ratner Companies, announced 
the return and appointment of Susi 

Yu as executive vice president for res-
idential development. She is return-
ing after a stint at the Howard Hughes 
Corporation, and replaces Melissa 

Burch. 

“Susi is the consummate residen-
tial developer, and we are thrilled 

she has decided to return,” Gilmartin 
said. 

Susi is happy to oblige.
“I’ve always been proud to be part 

of the Forest City Ratner family and 
am excited to be rejoining the team.”

So is Standing O, and says, “Wel-
come home, we really missed you.”

Forest City Ratner Companies [One 
Metrotech LLC 1 Metrotech Roadway 
at Myrtle Avenue, in Downtown, (718) 
923–8400].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

FLATBUSH 

Snip, snip hooray and welcome to 
the neighborhood. Owner and bro-
ker extraordinaire Jean-Paul Ho 
opened his third real-estate offi ce 
in Brooklyn, celebrating the grand 
opening with a ribbon cutting on 
Jan. 15, attended by wife Venus, 
staff members, and Councilman 
Mathieu Eugene (D–Flatbush). 

Born and raised in Kings 
County, our pal Jean-Paul thinks 
his hometown is something to rave 
about.

“I love Brooklyn, I care about the 

community, and I want to keep it 
strong and vibrant,” said the proud 
realtor, which is why he opened his 
latest addition to the neighborhood 
— well, that, and to make a killing 
in the market, of course! 

Along with strong and vibrant, 
Standing O wants to keep Brook-
lynites happily housed, too, and 
sends congratulations to Jean-Paul 
and his staff: “Willkommen and bi-
envenue. Sell well and prosper.”

Brooklyn Real Property, Inc. [4405 
Avenue D, between Troy Avenue and 
E. 45th Street in Flatbush, (718) 875–
8899].

BAY RIDGE

On top of the world!
Juniors in the Honors Pro-

gram at Xaverian High School 
have a great opportunity to learn 
about a whole bunch of career op-
portunities through hands-on, 
real-world experiences in the Bay 
Ridge’s school’s Internship Pro-

gram. 
Randy Antoun rose to the 

occasion, completing a civil 
engineering internship with 
Northeast Structural Steel 
by climbing to the heights of the 
Verrazano Bridge to examine the 
suspension cables and beams up 
close — one of many experiences 
he took part in.

“I was actually doing real en-
gineering work involving physics 
and algebraic geometry,” he said 
in what is all Greek to Standing 
O! 

Randy hopes to be scaling the 
heights again next summer, but 
this time with a pay check.

“I’ll be the youngest engi-
neer on their job sites,” he said 
proudly. 

Former graduate Patrick 

Coen is another success story, 
currently majoring in engineer-
ing at the US Naval Academy. As 
a junior in the program he had 
a hands-on experience at Gree-

man Pederson Engineering, 
including being mentored by a 
partner who provided the 411 on 
the fi rm, according to proud mom 
Kathleen. 

“Patrick gained exclusive ac-
cess to a high security project to 
protect the Brooklyn Bridge from 
terrorist attacks and toured the 
construction site at the World 
Trade Center,” she said. “After 
each visit, Patrick would talk 
for days about how interesting it 
was.” 

Standing O sends well-de-
served shout-outs to the hard-
working pair.

Xavieran High School [7100 
Shore Rd. at 71st Street in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 836–7100].

Three times a charm for realtor

Move over those tassels for 2015

SNIP, SNIP, HOORAY: Council member Mathieu Eugene helps cut the ribbon with 
owner Jean Paul Ho and wife Siu Yee (Venus) Shum, at the newest location of Brooklyn 
Real Property. Master Tin Sun and a host of others shared in the auspicious moment. 
 Photo by Steve Schnibbe



COURIER LIFE, JAN. 23–29, 2015 33  B GM BR

C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

ne of the many great 
things about living in 
New York City is the 

abundance of sports teams. In 
every major sport, New York 
has at least two professional 
teams — a luxury not afforded 
to smaller cities such as Cleve-
land, or even more cosmopoli-
tan ones like Boston.

But despite this abundance 
of choices, woe is the New York 
sports fan in 2015. So many 
teams, yet so few victories. 
In the past year, even peren-
nial winners like the Yankees 
failed to make the playoffs. 

It has been a very long time 
since New York had such a dis-
mal group of teams, with lit-
tle hope of a major champion-
ship in the very near future. 
Surprisingly, one of the teams 
with perhaps one of the longest 
recent droughts — the Mets — 
may be on the upswing this 
year. With the return of super-
star pitcher Matt Harvey after 
a year-long rehab from shoul-
der surgery and a group of im-
pressive young arms, the Mets 
are a bright spot on the New 
York sports landscape.

In the Bronx, the Yankees 
are coming off the first two-
year stretch in a while without 

qualifying for the post-season. 
It seems like a lifetime since 
George M. Steinbrenner III 
ruled this town and went on 
mad shopping sprees for the 
best players in the game to as-
sure the Yankees would have 
a strong shot each year at win-
ning the World Series. His sons, 
who now run the team, are not 
quite as generous with the 
checkbook. This, compounded 
by the incremental retirement 
of the team’s core stars — the 

latest being surefire Hall of 
Famer Derek Jeter — has led 
to the team’s decline. 

That all said, baseball is 
probably one of the brighter 
lights in the sports galaxy. 

On the other side of the spec-
trum is New York’s basketball 
slow-motion disaster. Watch-
ing the New York Knicks these 
days is like witnessing a car 
wreck — most of the time I feel 
like averting my eyes when I 
channel surf and pass a Knicks 
game. Right now, they are on 
track to be the worst team in 
basketball this year, and per-
haps with the worst record in 
professional basketball in re-
cent memory.

This is all happening just 
when the Knicks’ controversial 
owner finally seems to have set-
tled on a stable team president, 
Phil Jackson, who has the best 
track record in basketball his-
tory (more championship rings 
than fingers). It appears that 
Jackson is planning a gut reno-
vation of the team in the next 
year, and building a younger 
and more athletic team from 
the bottom up. But like most 
overhauls, this one could take 
some time and Knicks fans 
will have to wait much longer 

before they witness a competi-
tive team playing in Madison 
Square Garden.

In Brooklyn, the many mil-
lions of rubles lavished on the 
Barclays Center and a high-
wattage team of stars has not 
led to stellar basketball either, 
and it seems like the Nets major-
ity owner may be shopping the 
franchise to take advantage of 
the skyrocketing prices of bas-
ketball franchises (the Los An-
geles Clippers recently fetched 
approximately $2 billion). 

And then, of course, there 
are New York’s football fran-
chises, the Giants and the Jets. 
The Giants, who have built a 
stable, solid organization (not 
unlike the Yankees in baseball), 
have had two down years after 
a nice stretch of playoff football 
and two very surprising Super 
Bowl wins in the past decade. 
Although the Giants have been 
disappointing these past two 
years, there is hope that they 
will emerge again very soon 
— as long as franchise quarter-
back Eli Manning can return 
to his glory years.

The Jets, however, are an-
other sports gut renovation. 
After an entertaining stretch 
under the always-lively head 

coach Rex Ryan, Gang Green 
has now turned over the 
reigns to new general man-
ager and a new head coach and 
it looks like the team will go 
into a period of “rebuilding,” 
one hopes once again into a 
championship contender, or 
at least a playoff bound team 
in the next two-to-three years. 
The key will be to find a strong 
quarterback who can lead the 
team for at least the next five-
to-seven years and whom the 
general manager to build a 
team around.

Like many long-time (and 
long-suffering) fans, I real-
ize that sports teams usually 
have cyclical success. 

But, with eight professional 
teams, the odds are that at least 
one or two of them will qualify 
for the playoffs each year. That is 
why 2014–15 is such an anomaly; 
it has been at least two decades 
(and maybe more) since New 
York hit such a collective rut.

The good news is that in 
sports, there’s always next year. 

Tom Allon, the president of 
City & State, NY, has been a 
New York sports fan ever since 
he fell for the New York Mets in 
the mid-1960s, well before the 
Miracle Mets of 1969.

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ̂ Slight 
h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, 
tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ^Slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

A Lot of Luxury

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

2011 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
SPORT HSE

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #6400. 
43k miles. 

$39,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #8199. 
4k miles. 

 2013 MERCEDES S65AMG
$119,000

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3881. 
18k miles. 

2013 BMW 328i xDrive
$24,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 17K miles, stk 
#6101. TMU.

GL450
$32,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

G37
AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7774. 
8k miles. 

2012 INFINITI

$19,595
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES
Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 44K, Stk 
#8159.

GLK350
$19,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3824. 
14k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

2011 MERCEDES C300^

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 INFINITI M37
$22,995

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1237. 
27k miles. 

2011 MERCEDES E350
$22,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1318. 
15k miles.

MDX2011 ACURA

$21,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, 
p/s. Stk #1321. 48k 
miles. 

2011 MERCEDES ML350
$21,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5589. 
25k miles.

CAMARO2014 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #6879. 15k 
miles. 

$16,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2013 ACURA

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7918. 
17k miles. 

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

TL

CORVETTE2013 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #9700. 34k 
miles. 

$33,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 
situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for 
excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k 72885 $3,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515 $8,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 20k 1226 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND 
RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT 

SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $14,888 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400 
         MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995
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ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

$103BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 2595, 35k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

$139BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 42k miles, Stk#10534

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$15,995

'14 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

$22,995

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

$10,995
'12 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#1404

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$13,995
'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1034

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$21,995
'11 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$16,900

'12 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595

XXXX
DDDAAASSSHHH TTTHHHRRROOOUUUGGGHHH TTTHHHEEE SSSNNNOOOWWW

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2005 Chevy TrailBlazer, 81k J1066 $5,995

 2005 Ford Expedition, 122k 8789 $5,995

 2006 BMW X3, 128k A75616 $6,995

 2006 Toyota Rav 4, 114k 2554 $7,500

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $7,995

 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995

 2006 Honda Ridgeline, 135k 4629 $9,595

 2006 BMW X5, 85k Y39624 $9,995

 2007 Jeep Gr Cherokee, 98k J1091     $10,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE  

 2007 Toyota 4Runner, 86k 9610       $12,995

 2006 Cadillac Escalade, 100k 10464     $12,995

 2007 Toyota FJ Cruiser, 70k 62323     $16,995

 2008 GMC Yukon, 62k 65921     $17,995

1%
 IS ALL YOU PAY TO DRIVE AW

AY! W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  
EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! EASY FINANCING! ††

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766For Complimentary Pick Up

MAJOR SAYS
KEEP IT!

DON’T GIVE UP
YOUR TAX REFUND!

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§
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To the editor,
My family immigrated to this 

country at the end of World War 
II, as a result of Nazism, but I am a 
true, loyal, patriotic, naturalized, 
100-percent American citizen. Only 
an American and nothing else but 
American. I believe in the Constitu-
tion and the Bill of Rights, including 
the right of speech, assembly, press, 
and religion. 

Shavana Abruzzo (“A Britisher's 
View”), on the other hand, contin-
ues to identify with Great Britain 
and would deny our precious rights 
and freedoms to many of those who 
fall under our country’s protection 
("Paris terror attacks assault us all," 
Jan. 16). Abruzzo would like to end 
immigration to our country even 
though this is the life-blood of our 
strength and vitality. So she should 
have the courage of her convictions 
and go back to Britain or any other 
place that would accept her un-
American beliefs. 

Jan. 16 was Religious Freedom 
Day here in the U.S. Designated as 
such by an act of Congress since 
1992, it commemorates the 1786 Vir-
ginia Statue for Religious Freedom. 
It was mainly written and passed 
due to the efforts of Thomas Jeffer-
son and James Madison, two former 
British subjects who risked life and 
limb to declare their Independence 
from Britain. They would not have 
approved of the blatantly racist 
rants and raves of Abruzzo. Happy 
Religious Freedom Day for all. God 
Bless America.

If Abruzzo is going to continue 
to regurgitate her racism, there 
should be a regular rebuttal to her 
bigotry. That’s true free speech. “We 
are Charley.”  

 Henry Finkelstein
Sheepshead Bay

To the editor,
The other day, while I was walk-

ing on the Boardwalk, I saw three 
men just standing around laughing. 
They looked familiar.

I stopped and asked the first one, 
“Aren’t you Jimmy Carter?” He re-

plied, “Yes.” I asked, “What’s so 
funny?” He said, “I’m not the worst 
president anymore.”

I then asked the next man, 
“Aren’t you David Dinkins?” He 
replied, “I am.” So I asked him, 
“What’s so funny?” He replied, “I’m 
not the worst New York mayor any-
more.”

Then I asked the third man, 
“Aren’t you Louis Farrakhan?” He 
replied, “Yes.” I asked why he was 
laughing and he replied, “I used to 
be called the biggest racist, but now 
everyone knows it’s Al Sharpton!”

The three of them kept laughing 
and I thought of laughing, too, but then 
I felt like crying! Jay Sonners

Coney Island

To the editor,
The news media is perpetrat-

ing a propaganda campaign that 
is dividing America and inciting a 
civil war between blacks, cops, and 
whites. The media does not report 
much about cops who kill whites, all 
of the blacks who kill whites, or all 
of the blacks who kill other blacks. 
This selective reporting suggests it 
is open season on blacks. 

We have a president and other 
agitators, such as Al Sharpton, add-
ing fuel to the fire. This may be good 
for ratings, but it is bad for Ameri-
cans. The mainstream media con-
trols what information Americans 
digest, when news stories that do 
not support their campaign happen, 
and if they are unreported or under-
reported. 

Right now the media is portray-
ing white cops to be racists who 
target blacks, and constantly re-
porting about attacks on blacks by 
white cops, and blacks demonstrat-
ing in retaliation to these attacks. In 
most of them blacks are killed dur-
ing the commission of a crime. This 
portrayal is causing severe friction 
between whites and blacks and if 
Americans knew that cops kill more 
whites than blacks, this would prove 
that it is not a racial issue.

The majority of white crime vic-
tims are the victim of black perpetra-
tors. These crimes are almost never 
called racial or hate crimes, unlike 
when whites victimize blacks.

Black demonstrators and their 
white supporters shout the slogan 
“black lives matter” at rallies. This 
fails to take into account that it is 

not whites or cops killing the major-
ity of blacks. These people are not 
marching and demonstrating when 
blacks kill each other. This sug-
gests that the media and black peo-
ple are fine with black-on-black vio-
lence. These omissions are fueling 
ignorance and conflict. President 
Obama, Sharpton, and other pub-
lic figures are not telling the truth 
to the American people, but giving 
validity to the protestors, who are 
looting their own neighborhoods, 
marching, setting fires, blocking 
public areas without permits, and 
attacking whites and cops.

This false image is producing 
and creating serious consequences 
with no end in sight. The only way 
to end this is for the media to report 
the truth — all of it. Only then can 
Americans form rational opinions 
and become united. The way the 
United States of America should be.

Michael Kirshtein
The writer is inmate 96A7220 at 

the Eastern New York  
Correctional Facility, Box 338,  

Napanoch, New York 12458.

To the editor,
Mayor Bill DeBlasio coaches son 

Dante to be wary and suspicious of 
police. However Dante is thousands 
of times more likely to be killed or 
become a victim of violent crime by 
his own peers than by a member of 
the NYPD. His biggest worry should 
be going to bed at night in close prox-
imity to the enemy, including the 
live-in boyfriend of his mother’s for-
mer chief of staff. He was convicted 
of killing a young black male.

Hells Kitchen-bred Deborah Cox 
sang, “There’s a stranger in our 
house.” So true. Michael Jackson 
sang, “The life you save just may be 
your own.” Take note, Mayor DeBla-
sio. Coach your son not to go north of 
96th Street, especially if he is wear-
ing jewelry and brand-name attire.
 Al Chiappa
 Sheepshead Bay

To the editor,
New York Republican Commit-

tee chairman Ed Cox suggested the 
Mayor DeBlasio will be the Demo-
cratic nominee for president in 2016. 
That reminded me of the commer-
cial that Hillary ran in 2008 in her 
bid for president: “Your kids are 

safe and asleep and the phone rings 
at 3 am in the White House, etc.”

I could only imagine if DeBlasio 
was president and the phone rings 
at 3 am while he is asleep, the phone 
would just ring and ring, and he 
would turn over and pull the covers 
over his head and continue to sleep.

Peter G. Orsi
 Marine Park

To the editor,
If you were watching the news 

broadcasts about the protests in the 
city, you undoubtedly saw many peo-
ple carrying signs reflecting their 
beliefs. But wait. The people holding 
those signs don’t look even barely 
capable of having printed the signs 
themselves, so you might wonder 
who the sponsor of the rally could 
be. Who furnished the signs? 

On the bottom of the signs is the 
name of the sponsor — revcom.us. 
So, if you’re at all curious, just click 
on its website and you will find, as I 
did, that it is “the voice of the Revo-
lutionary Communist Party, USA.”

B. Banks
 Marine Park

To the editor,
Even a broken clock gets it right 

twice a day. Was this Obama’s “am 
or pm” moment? Either way, he got 
it right this time.

If we limited diplomatic relations 
to only those countries that lived up 
to our standards, we’d be able to fit 
the entire foreign service into my 
waiting room, and you know those 
guys would never pay their co-pay-
ments. Republicans should lick their 
wounds for not having done it them-
selves when they had the chance 
and graciously congratulate the 
president for doing the right thing 
— this time. Cuba libre? Maybe a 
step closer. Stephen Finger, M.D.
 Mill Basin

To the editor,
The car aficionados are more 

than excited to hear that relations 
between Cuba and the U.S. are thaw-
ing. Once the restrictions are lifted 
collectors can head to Cuba to have 
their choice of 1940s Hudson Terra-
planes, ’53 Buicks, ’55 Plymouths, 
and a plethora of ’57 Chevys. Yeah!

Robert W. Lobenstein
Marine Park

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
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 started writing my wish 
list for this New Year a few 
months ago and between 

my holiday activities, a mo-
tor trip upstate and another 
cruise, it got lost in the pile 
of pages on my desk. I was 
cleaning up and found it. 
With a few adjustments I am 
presenting it to you as this 
week’s column.

I wish my dear friends, 
my family, and my readers — 
even the disagreeable, com-
bative one who writes regu-
larly in his attempt to irritate 
me — a happy, healthy and 
safe 2015. (Psst … he writes 
under several names and 
shhhhh, don’t tell anybody. 
He thinks we don’t know.)

I wish every cop in Amer-
ica, especially the members 
of the NYPD, safe return 
home to his or her family 
every single day after their 
tours of duty. 

I wish the authorities 
would finally audit the gold 
in Fort Knox and that ev-
ery ounce stored there is ac-
counted for. 

I wish race relations in 
the U.S. would improve. 
President Obama tells us 
that it is better now since 
he took office. Sixty percent 
of America disagrees with 
him. And in the same con-
versation I also wish anti-
Semitism would disappear, 
not just here but on the whole 
planet. Carol and I cancelled 
a trip last year because we 
were warned not to wear 
Jewish Stars while there, or 
even mention our religion. 
The warning came from an 
old, non-Jewish friend who 
worked there in a top hotel 
for five years.

I know that the job mar-
ket is getting a bit better but 
I wish the workers’ salaries 
would as well. A talk radio 
caller working in construc-
tion in Georgia was saying 
that because of so many new 
people in America compet-
ing for jobs, he is now forced 
to work for an almost 25 per-
cent reduction in his take-
home pay. 

I wish the stock market 
would continue on its climb. 
I was given some great ad-
vice dealing with proper in-
vesting way back in the ’60s. 
I am so happy I took that ad-
vice, which has made my life 
more comfortable than if I 
had not.  

I wish that those of you 
who are dead set against guns 

would go after those who il-
legally own them. Those are 
the weapons which are al-
most always used in crimes. 
My two best friends, when I 
needed them, were Mr. Smith 
and Mr. Wesson. The follow-
ing wisdom is from a bumper 
sticker: “When guns are out-
lawed only outlaws will have 
guns.”

I wish certain topics like 
abortion and climate change 
would have nothing to do 
with political parties. What 
do my opinions of them have 
to do with my thoughts about 
government?

I wish we could go through 
all of 2015 without finding 
one single elected official 
with his hand in the cookie 
jar. Do you think we could?

I wish Congress would fix 
the tax code so that I would 
have to pay a bit less and the 
43 percent of America that 
doesn’t pay anything would 
have to at least cough up a 
few hundred bucks. 

I wish Trader Joe’s would 
open up near me. I’ve never 
shopped in one but those peo-
ple I know who have, rave 
about their experiences.

While gas is coming down, 
I wish the price of food would 
come down also.  

I wish the people who yak 
away on cellphones in a res-
taurant would take their con-
versations outside.

I wish our government 
would take all the necessary 
steps to wipe out all forms 
of terrorism and make our 
country safe.

I am StanGershbein@
Bellsouth.net asking you if 
there are any wishes of yours 
that you would like to add.

hat if 
I r a n ’ s 
nukes va-

porized Israel, 
while Islamic 
extremists un-
leashed deadly 
coordinated at-
tacks on America, killing 
countless people, toppling 
skylines, derailing subways 
and trains, poisoning food and 
water supplies, hacking com-
puters, releasing lethal bacte-
ria into schools and hospitals, 
and turning once-proud cities 
into noxious, grisly cauldrons 
of smoke, rubble, and human 
remains? What would we do? 
How would we cope? 

The Paris terror attacks 
confirmed the obvious:

committed to spilling our 
blood. 

achieve mass carnage.

way.

at the wheel. 
A day before a homegrown 

jihadist was arrested in Ohio 
last week for plotting to bomb 

Capitol Hill, Gitmo-shy Presi-
dent Obama released five Ye-
meni terror suspects to the 
explosive Arabian Penin-
sula. Add their questionable 
ranks to the 620 detainees 
he already discharged, 180 of 
whom are believed to have re-
turned to the battlefield, with 
up to 30 others joining the Is-
lamic State. 

Lax city policies are invit-
ing terror attacks — remem-
ber it only takes one to wreck 
havoc — and Mayor DeBlasio’s 
clueless rush to hand illegal 
immigrants municipal iden-
tification cards without veri-
fication is dangerous beyond 
words: 663 illegals detained 
at the southwest border in 
2010 hailed from terrorist ha-
vens, including Afghanistan, 
Libya, Pakistan, Somalia, Ye-
men, Iran, Syria, and Sudan. 
And a single illegal alien — a 

Salvadoran — 
enabled five of 
the 9-11 hijack-
ers to obtain 
their Virginia 
identi f ication 
documents with 
his residency 

information. 
DeBlasio — appeaser of 

combustible communities and 
underminer of cops — killed 
surveillance of mosques and 
Muslim groups suspected of 
radicalism, although it was 
key to sniffing out terror ties 
within the Muslim commu-
nity at a time when around 
100,000 new Muslims are im-
migrating annually to Amer-
ica, increasing the odds of 
radicalization and terror at-
tacks in the homeland.

Evil people cannot carry 
out deadly plots if they can-
not enter the country — or 
if they are stopped at every 
twist and turn from creating 
another worst day in America 
— yet that life-saving reason-
ing seems beyond our dopey 
leaders.

Follow me on Twitter @
BritShavana

hat’s that you say? Dun-
ning a 5 year old for a 
no-show to a birthday 

party? What nerve. 
Social media was abuzz with 

the news of the parent who sent 
home an invoice to a parent 
whose child ditched her child’s 
birthday party at the last min-
ute when mom realized she had 
double-booked her kid, and they 
had to go to grandma’s. 

Twitter wags couldn’t get 
enough. The Toms, Matts, and 
Rozs on the morning news at 
CBS, ABC, and NBC were wag-
ging, gabbing, and squeaking 
galore about the incredible, 
(heavy emphasis on incredible) 
chutzpah that a parent dared 
to put an invoice in the ditch-
ing child’s backpack for the 
no-show and then added insult 
to injury by threatening small 
claims court for the ditcher’s 
parent to pay up or else. 

At first I agreed 
“What nerve,” I said to my-

self. “How low can you go? An 
invoice? Really?” 

But then I thought about it 
a little more.

I’ve thrown a few parties 
in my time and have experi-
enced the no-shows at the last 
minute. And I’m sad to say I’ve 
been guilty of being a no-show 
myself. But is it just about the 
money or is there more to this 

moral madness than meets 
the pocket?

It’s not the money — it’s the 
commitment. Your word is your 
bond, a handshake is all you 
need, a promise is a promise. 

When you take a good look 
at the whole megillah, it isn’t 
chutzpa, it is a life lesson to be 
learned. Today, the old adages 
are just that — old. Cute em-
broidered sayings on pillows 
in the guest room.

Unfortunately, the only way 
to insure compliance to any 
commitment in this new mil-
lennium is to back it up by a 15-
page contract and signatures 
in triplicate on the dotted line.

The reality is that the 

ditchee is really providing 
one heck of an invaluable life 
lesson to the ditcher. Sadly, 
we don’t teach our children 
to honor a commitment and 
honor a handshake. Espe-
cially when the wind blows a 
better opportunity our way. 

I hate to say it, but this is the 
broken-window lesson of life. If 
we don’t teach our children to 
honor a commitment at age 5, 
then how do we expect them 
to honor their commitments 
when they become adults? 

Today the ditched party, 
tomorrow a ditched job or a 
ditched marriage. Everything 
is disposable, a handshake is 
meaningless, and a promise is 
not a promise anymore.

It all rolls into one. 
Well that’s bull-cookies.
It’s not the principal of hon-

oring a commitment to attend 
a birthday party that is impor-
tant. It is the life lesson you learn 
to conduct yourself with honor, 
dignity, respect, and trust. 

Not for Nuthin™, but teach-
ing a child to live up to a com-
mitment today is ensuring a 
responsible, honorable adult 
of tomorrow. It’s fixing the 
window long before the cracks 
appear. To the parent who al-
lowed the child to ditch, shut 
up, pay up, and learn some life 
lessons yourself. 

NOT FOR
NUTHIN’

IT’S ONLY
MY 

OPINION

A BRITISHER’S
VIEW
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25 Women will have their important work profiled in the newspaper, and will be feted at a reception 

gala in their honor. It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough, in any field.

Your  Email address: ________________________________ Your Phone:_________________

Name of nominee:  ___________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? (In 5 lines or less)  ____________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information?

Phone:_______________________ Email: ________________________________________

Or mail this form to:

Brooklyn Woman of Distinction

CNG Newspapers, One Metrotech Center

10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201

Att: Stephanie Stellaccio       FB

Email your nomination info to womanofdistinction@cnglocal.com   

Do you know an exceptional woman?
Nominate her as a

Brooklyn Woman of Distinction for 2015!

’m madder than a fish swim-
ming in the river Lethe 
who, for obvious reasons, 

never knows from whence he 
came or to where he was go-
ing over the fact that the lines 
to get these new-fangled city 
identification cards are lon-
ger than the ones for “Jaws,” 
and our great mayor is yet to 
install a fast-track for the se-
niors who need it the most.

Look, you all know the 
ol’Screecher has been flash-
ing his driver’s licence and 
PBA card to get things done 
since back when I was crui-
sin’ in my turquoise-and-ivory 
’54 Belaire up and down 86th 
Street. And I’ll continue to 
get those important govern-
ment-issued cars renewed for 
as long as they continue to al-
low me to get behind the wheel 
— or until I can’t fit behind it, 
whichever comes first.

But I bet you didn’t know 
(or maybe you did), that I am 
the biggest advocate of city 
IDs for seniors who sometimes 
— through know fault of their 
own — forget who they are or 
where they are going. Fact it, 
it’s a problem, and it needs to 
be solved, as having a valid 
identification on a person will 

help these seniors if, god for-
bid, they get lost.

Obviously, these seniors 
can’t possible stand in these 
long lines to get their new 
cards, as they might forget why 
they are online and walk away. 
So it is best that the mayor in-
stall a “fast-track” line for all 
of our beloved elderly so they 
don’t have to wait around. 

So let’s make sure our se-
niors are able to get this life-
saving document post haste, 
and not postmortem!

Now’s the point in the column 
where I try to remember the 
things I intended to write about.

And in this special edi-
tion of my Screech, I’d like to 
talk about this year’s BWECC! 
Man of the Year, Matthew 
Barone, the assistant princi-
pal of PS-IS 226 in the grand-
old neighborhood of Mapleton! 
So here’s his promo cut-and-
pasted from something my 
secretary Grace wrote:

“As a lifelong learner, Mat-
thew Barone has deeply rooted 
himself in the public school 
system in New York City. He 
attended James Madison High 
School and went on to pur-
sue a degree from Brooklyn 
College in social studies and 
secondary education. While 
studying, he worked for the 
New York City Department 
of Education as a para profes-
sional. Upon graduating from 
Brooklyn College he started 
his teaching career at Mid-
dle School 88 in Park Slope. 
After spending more than 10 
years in the classroom teach-
ing middle school students, he 
transitioned to leading a de-
partment of teachers in MS 88 
as an assistant principal. 

“Fulfilling his desire to 

work in a K–8 school, he now 
works as an assistant princi-
pal in PS-IS 226. Here, he as-
sists Principal Sherry Tannen-
baum in educating and leading 
our Bensonhurst students, pre-
paring them to be college- and 
career-ready. One of the many 
initiatives started by Matthew 
is the use of an online reme-
dial reading program, which 
has assisted the most at-risk 
students and English language 
learners to achieve greater 
success in literacy. He also pi-
loted ‘GO Math’ for his middle 
school math students. When he 
is not modeling rigorous les-
sons for teachers, counseling 
students, or mentoring new 
teachers, Matthew plays flag 
football with his middle school 
students and organizes various 
fund-raisers for those in need.

“Matthew is a diehard Jets 
fan, and takes most pleasure 
in Sunday dinners at home, 
with his wife Susan and their 
five children Matthew, An-
tonia, Alexandra, Nicholas, 
and Aidan. During his time 
off you can spot him cheer-
ing on his school’s volleyball 
team, attending a school con-
cert, or even participating in 
an act during one of the many 

performances his students 
put on stage. Matthew also at-
tends Community Education 
Council meetings for District 
21, to support the educational 
initiatives that impact our 
community each year. He is a 
member of the Association for 
Supervision and Curriculum 
Development and the Council 
of School Supervisors and Ad-
ministrators. Matthew has an 
uncompromising view that all 
students can learn if provided 
with an environment that fos-
ters safety, compassion, and 
positive learning experiences.

“He lives by the advice of 
his grandmother: ‘Never set-
tle for less.’ He attributes his 
success in life to the endless 
support provided to him by his 
mother, his wife and children, 
and for working in a school 
where there is a shared goal 
that all students can reach 
high levels of success if pro-
vided with the right tools.”

This is the reason why 
BWECC!’S Man of the Year 
is being feted on Thursday, 
March 5 at the beautiful El Car-
ibe Country Club in Mill Ba-
sin. So contact us at BWECC@
aol.com to make reservations!

Screech at you next week!

BIG
SCREECHER
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BY VANESSA OGLE
About 60 students from a train-
ing program at Occasions 
Planning and Party Services 
were honored at the company’s 
Leading by Example Business 
Award Dinner Dance held at 
Buckley’s in Sheepshead Bay 
on Jan. 18. 

The event, which also hon-
ored 14 local businesses, cel-
ebrated the students’ grad-
uation from a four-week 
party-planning course, which 
focused on dazzling decora-
tions, according to the in-
structor who organized the 
dinner. 

“It is party decorating so 
that’s everything from A to 
Z — balloon decorating, fl o-

ral decorating, fabric drap-
ing, and event planning,” said 
Sharmaine Robinson-Gayle, 
who has been teaching party 
preparation classes for about 
13 years. 

The celebration — which 
featured live music from the 
Andefekt Caribbean Band — 
also raised money for chari-
ties serving Haiti. 

One of the honorees said 
the event was the perfect 
chance for him to blow off 
some steam.

“It is kind of hard not to en-
joy this industry — my mid-
dle name is basically ‘Party,’ ” 
said Paul Stocker of Qualatex-
Pioneer Balloon Company, 
which supplies balloons to 

Robinson-Gayle.
Even though  a nationwide 

helium shortage has hurt some 
businesses , Robinson-Gayle 
said the balloon industry will 
never bust — and she said she 
is teaching her students how 
to morph their balloon sculp-
tures and designs to fi t future 
parties of the century, which 
may have to do without the 
lighter-than-air gas.

“I was teaching air-fi lled 
designs in 2002 — designs that 
they’re just creating now be-
cause of what’s happening with 
the helium. Anything that you 
would see done in helium and 
wonder ‘Is that helium?’ I was 
already doing that in air,” said 
Robinson-Gayle. 

CELEBRATING SUCCESS: (Left) The Andefekt Caribbean Band — with Jo-
vii Linkz on guitar and Domo on the steel drum — performed at the Lead-
ing by Example Business Award Dinner Dance on Jan. 18 at Buckley’s in 
Sheepshead Bay. (Center) Sharmaine Robinson-Gayle, at left, the event’s 
organizer, smiles alongside Darlene Anderson, a motivational speaker 
who hosted the party. (Above) Arlene Mukokoa, who is a reporter with 
Bronx Net TV, was the Keynote Speaker. Photos by Steve Solomonson

Partying down at Buckley’s

514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn

718.484.7040 
e-mail: drzhannatsukerman@gmail.com

www.DoctorTsukerman.com

We are here to give you personalized care

Zhanna Tsukerman, MDZhanna Tsukerman, MD

Dr. Tsukerman treats patients in Coney Island 
Hospital from admission to discharge

Board Certifi ed Doctor of Internal MedicineBoard Certifi ed Doctor of Internal Medicine

We accept 
Medicare, Medicaid, 

all other major 
Health Insurances 

Work Compensation

Dr. Tsukerman has active credentials at Beth Israel and Lutheran Hospitals, and is an attending physician in Coney Island Hospital’s internal medicine residency program.

Podiatrist & Physical Therapy On Premises

514 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn

718.484.7040 
e-mail: drzhannatsukerman@gmail.com

www.DoctorTsukerman.com



COURIER LIFE, JAN. 23–29, 201540    G

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE



COURIER LIFE, JAN. 23–29, 2015 41  B GM BR

HARBOR WATCH
New, lighter batteries are un-
der development for soldiers 
now, in-house, at the Army 
Research Laboratory at R & 
D in Adelphi, Md. 

Chemists at the lab do ma-
terials research on lithium ion 
batteries and other advanced 
battery chemistry in an effort 
to support the warfi ghter.

“We help to develop new 
battery materials that are 
lighter and last longer for the 
soldier, so he doesn’t have 
to carry so many batteries,” 
said Cynthia Lundgren, a 
chemist and Chief of the Elec-
trochemistry Branch of the 
Power and Energy Division 
in the Sensors and Electron 
Devices Directorate.

To create a better bat-
tery, Lundgren and her 
team experiment with 
small “button cells,” such 
as what one might find in a 
watch. A “cell” consists of 
two electrodes: an “anode,” 
which is the side marked 
with a “minus” sign; and 
a metal oxide or phosphate 
cathode, which bears the 
“plus” sign. Between these 
two electrodes is a liquid 
electrolyte soaked sepa-
rator that facilitates the 
transfer of lithium ions 
to transfer charge. One or 
more of these cells is used 
to construct a battery pack.

The team tinkers with the 

different materials that make 
up both the cathode and the 
anode. They also tinker with 
the chemistry of the electrolyte 
of the battery. Lundgren said 
that one way to make a battery 
lighter is to use electrodes that 
increase its cell voltage.

“If we could raise the volt-
age of a single cell — energy 
density is a direct function of 
the voltage — we could make 
the battery lighter,” she said. 
“The problem is, as you go up 
in voltage, the electrode be-
comes much more energetic, 
and so it reacts with the elec-
trolyte.”

The reaction of electrodes 
with the electrolyte is one of 
the key problems Lundgren 
and her team have proven 
successful at tackling.

“The electrodes are very 
corrosive, and they react 
with the electrolytes,” said 
Von Cresce, a chemist at 
the lab. “So what ends up 
happening as you cycle the 
battery back and forth is 
that the electrolytes are de-
graded by the cathode be-
cause of the voltage of the 
cathode.”

Lundgren said she be-
lieves what they have devel-
oped at the Army Research 
Lab will make batteries 
lighter and last longer — 
something the Army wants 
in order to better equip sol-
diers.

HARBOR WATCH
March 11, 2011 is a date Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Ron Joshua, 
and his wife Maj. Rachel Joshua 
will never forget.

They were in central To-
kyo on their way to a Strong 
Bonds marriage retreat, spon-
sored by an Army chaplain, he 
said, when suddenly the ground 
shook violently.

Joshua turned to his wife 
and said, “Oh my God, what is 
that?”

Having grown up in Loui-
siana, Joshua said he’s been in 
hurricanes, but never an earth-
quake. “Everything just started 
moving.”

The couple had just expe-
rienced shockwaves from the 
9.0 magnitude Tohoku earth-
quake, the most powerful ever 
recorded to have hit Japan. 
It also generated a tsunami, 
which at one point was 133-feet 
high, according to scientists.

The combination of the two 
events resulted in collapsed 
buildings and infrastructures, 
as well as nearly 16,000 deaths 
and more than 6,100 missing. 
Three reactors in the Fuku-
shima Daiichi Nuclear Power 
Plant that were hit by the tsu-
nami suffered meltdowns, with 
the resultant release of vast 
quantities of radioactive mate-
rials.

After the rescue efforts 
ended, the massive cleanup 
started. As command sergeant 
major of the 35th Combat Sus-
tainment Support Battalion, 
Joshua and his soldiers would 
be part of that recovery effort.

About 100 soldiers headed 
northeast to Sendai Interna-
tional Airport, where they 
linked up with troops from the 
other services to form the 35th 
Logistics Task Force. Upon ar-
rival, they immediately went to 
work cleaning up the airport, 
he said. 

“The devastation was a 
lot worse than you see in pic-
tures.”

The soldiers had trucks 
and some forklifts that were 

used in the cleanup. Many of 
the soldiers participated using 
only their hands to pick up de-
bris, he said. Once the airport 
was cleaned up, they headed 
about 45 miles north to Ishino-
maki, where they cleaned up 12 
schools, two train stations, and 
other places.

During the cleanup, he said, 
the soldiers wore Geiger coun-
ter to detect levels of radiation 
such as alpha and beta particles 
as well as gamma rays. They 
maintained a safe distance.

Besides picking up debris, 
the soldiers also set up porta-
ble shower units and delivered 
drinking water and other re-
lief supplies. In all, they were 
there assisting for nearly three 
weeks. 

“The Japanese all the time 
kept thanking us,” he said.

During this time, Joshua’s 
wife Rachel served as aide-de-
camp for U.S. Army Japan, com-
manding general. She helped 
with his travel arrangements 
to affected areas, he said.

About three or four months 
later, the soldiers returned to 
the areas they’d helped clean 
up and the Japanese hosted an 
“unbelievably big celebration 
for us,” he said. “It was amaz-
ing.”

Joshua said he’s been to Iraq 
twice and on other humanitar-
ian missions, and speaking for 
himself and his soldiers, he said 

Operation Tomodachi, “Was a 
pleasure. It was a blessing we 
could do this.”

“Tomodachi” means friend 
in Japanese, and it was the 
name given for the entire Amer-
ican cleanup effort.

Flash-forward to the end of 
2014:

The Joshuas were surprised 
to be told that they’d represent 
the Army in the Rose Parade. 
The theme of the Jan. 1, 2015, 
parade was “Inspiring Stories.” 
The couple, along with service 
members representing the 
other services who served on 
Operation Tomodachi, rode on 
the fi rst fl oat.

Around 50 Japanese high 
school students who were af-
fected by the disaster walked 
alongside the fl oat, he said.

The Joshua couple said it 
would be an honor representing 
the soldiers they’d served with 
on that memorable humanitar-
ian operation. 

Hundreds of thousands are 
expected to witness the parade 
and game in person or on TV, 
and the couple is excited to be a 
part of it. 

Joshua said he wishes there 
were parades every day, but 
alas, it’s not always fun and 
games in the Army. While lead-
ing soldiers is the high point in 
his 29-year-career, Joshua also 
has a lot of god-awful days.

As the Army is in the midst 
of a drawdown, he said he noti-
fi es two or three soldiers a week 
that their service is no longer 
required. 

“These are good soldiers,” he 
said, adding that right around 
Christmas time, he had to no-
tify four soldiers. Some of the 
soldiers he notifi es may have 
served in Iraq, Afghanistan, or 
even Operation Tomodachi.

Something else the com-
mand sergeant major learned 
on his tour in Japan:

“After seeing the effects [of 
the disaster], I told my wife I 
never want to live close to an 
ocean again. I’ve seen what a 
tsunami can do.”

Sgt. Major recollects the days he will never forget

Tsunami remembered

They keep on 
going and going

SCIENCE RULES!: Emily Wikner, left, assists Arthur Crescem in the 
Electrochemistry labs at Army Research.

HELPING HAND: Sgt. Maj. Ron 
Joshua. Sgt. Maj. Ron Joshua
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HARBOR WATCH
What started as a challenge 
and teasing among friends on 
who is the strongest grew to 
a multinational strongman 
competition with 31 partici-
pants from six different coun-
tries and three different orga-
nizations.

Multinational Battle Group 
East Soldiers competed in Eu-
ropean Union Rule of Law 
Mission, or EULEX, Special 
Police Department Olympics, 
or SPD, in Mitrovica, Kosovo, 
on Dec. 18. Competitors from 
Italy, Germany, Lithuania, 
Poland, France, and U.S. chal-
lenged themselves in eight dif-
ferent events, including bench 
press, 60-meter sprint, pull-
ups, long jumps, dips, tire fl ip, 
kettle bell swing, and 10 x 10 
shuttle run. 

Lithuanian police Capt. 
Ricardas Alzbergas, EULEX 
SWAT team operator, was the 
organizer of the event and par-
ticipated in the competition.

“Today, we had the oppor-
tunity to try ourselves in eight 
different competitions, where 
they could test their physical 
capabilities to see how univer-
sal they are,” said Alzbergas. 
“It is a challenge for you only 
to come and compete with the 
strongest.”

Capt. Justin Knox, native 
of Sidney, Maine, and chief of 
operations for Multinational 

Battle Group-East won four 
out of eight events; includ-
ing the long jump, 60-meter 
sprint, tire fl ip and the kettle 
bell swing. 

“This was my fi rst compe-
tition,” said Knox. “I did not 
know what to expect until 
couple days ago; it was hard 
to prepare for, but it was very 
good event and fun.” 

“Tire fl ip was the hardest 
one, I almost passed out at the 
end,” added Knox. “The 60-me-
ter run was the easiest one, be-
cause it was really short.”

Knox emphasized that 
more important than the com-
petition was the good sports-
manship among the partici-
pants. 

“I knew there were going 
to be a lot of organizations 
throughout Kosovo doing it, 
so I thought it would be a good 
opportunity to meet people,” 
said Knox. “There were a lot 
of hugs and making friends to-
day, and that is what I enjoyed 
the most.”

Swiss Army Special Of-
fi cer Capt. Sebastian Blaser, 
Kosovo Force liaison offi cer 
for EULEX Mitrovica, invited 
the Kosovo Force, or KFOR, 
soldiers to participate on SPD 
Olympics.

“As soon as I heard about 
the competition, I felt that if 
KFOR came here, we would 
broaden the fi eld,” said Blaser. 

Blaser added that we 
[KFOR] rely on EULEX to es-
tablish the relationship with 
other units in Kosovo.

“Getting to know these 
guys at the personal level, like 
we did today, is a great help 
to establish a better relation-
ship with them, and a better 
cooperation when we have to 
go back to work,” continued 
Blaser.

Blaser emphasized that for 
him it was more than a compe-
tition, it was important seeing 
everybody bonding.

“I was hoping for this event 
to develop these kind of re-
lationships, and I am really 
happy with the outcome,” said 
Blaser.

Alzbergas said that the 
event went really fast and 
smoothly. 

“I really appreciate all the 
people that helped me orga-
nize the event,” said Alzber-
gas. 

“The referees did a won-
derful job, assistants who 
were counting and writing the 
results and coordination staff 
that also did an amazing job.” 

Alzbergas explained that 
there is already a plan for SPD 
Olympics 2015 in the begin-
ning of May.

“Everyone is welcome, to-
day we had 31 participants, I 
hope next time we will have 
60,” said Alzbergas.

Soldier participates in Multinational Olympics

HARBOR WATCH
Despite being away from 
their loved ones, service 
members deployed to Libe-
ria remained mentally, spiri-
tually and physically tough, 
and determined to enjoy the 
holiday season.

Religious services for 
troops throughout the Joint 
Forces Command-United As-
sistance, or JFC-UA, area of 
operations began on Dec. 16, 
with the start of Hanukkah. 
Along with traditional reli-
gious services, Liberian and 
the JFC-UA command orga-
nized a musical program at 
the Barclay Training Center 
in Monrovia, Liberia, to take 
in some Liberian culture 
with their allied partners.

The events started on the 
evening of Dec. 22, with the 
JFC-UA Barclay Training 
Center choir singing three 
Christmas songs, followed 
by the armed forces of Libe-
ria band and ended with per-
formances by Liberian musi-
cians and dancers.

“It was great to celebrate 
Christmas through sing-
ing and praise. Our families 
are far away, so we have to 
build that family here,” said 
Sgt. 1st Class Jeremy Har-
rington, joint operations 
center noncommissioned of-
fi cer in charge, Operations 
Company, Headquarters 
and Headquarters Battalion, 
101st Airborne Division (Air 
Assault), Fort Campbell, 
Kentucky. 

Service members were 
able to refl ect spiritually 
through numerous religious 
services offered through-
out JFC-UA’s area of opera-
tions. 

They also had the oppor-
tunity to show their physi-
cal strength during numer-
ous endurance and strength 
races and events held 

throughout the JFC-UA area  
between Dec. 23 and 24.

Task for Rugged, primar-
ily comprised of soldiers 
from the 36th Engineer Bri-
gade out of Fort Hood, Texas, 
set up a tough soldier course 
at the National Police Train-
ing Center, which included a 
Humvee pull. Task Force Ea-
gle Medic, comprised of sol-
diers from the 86th Combat 
Support Hospital based out 
of Fort Campbell, Kentucky, 
pushed their limits with a 
functional fi tness challenge 
at Roberts International Air-
port, just outside Monrovia.

Task Force Lifeliner, com-
prised of soldiers from the 
101st Sustainment Brigade, 
also out of Fort Campbell, 
tested their physical limits 
with their own version of 
reindeer games. The Lifelin-
ers balanced out some their 
physically strenuous activi-
ties with caroling on Dec. 24.

At the Barclay Training 
Center, the JFC-UA leader-
ship organized a sort of rein-
deer games as well where 
troops could make a team and 
compete in a head-to-head en-
durance race against one an-
other, said Harrington.

The Barclay Training 
Center was the course for this 
one-and-a-half-mile event that 
included various exercises 
for the troops to complete, all 
while wearing their Intercep-
tor Body Armor vests.

“First we ran about a mile 
in IBA [Interceptor Body Ar-
mor] vest,” said Pfc. Robert 
Luna, a soldier with Head-
quarters and Headquarters 
Battalion. “After that, we did 
a litter carry about a quarter 
of the way around the com-
pound and then we called in 
a nine-line medevac. I enjoy 
doing things like this and it’s 
not that often that people get 
to do it.”

Soldiers gear up 
for Liberian run

Army’s strongest 
HOLY SISYPHUS, WHAT A TIRE: Justin Knox won the tire fl ip competition at European Union Rule of Law Mis-
sion Olympics in Mitrovica on Dec. 18. Adrian Nrecaj

RUN, RUN: Service members compete in the reindeer games at the 
Barclay Training Center in Liberia on Dec. 23. Sgt. Matthew Britton
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By Max Jaeger

It wasn’t a tough choice.
A new documentary on influential 

Brooklyn hardcore band Indecision 
will screen at Greenpoint heavy metal 
bar Saint Vitus on Jan. 24 and 25. The 
documentarian behind the flick, titled 
“What it Once Meant,” said he was try-
ing to decide on a topic for his next film 
when an idea hit him over the head.

“I was looking to do a feature-length 
project, and I was hanging out with the 
guys from Indecision and started hear-
ing all these stories,” said filmmaker 
Derek Morse, who grew up listening to 
the band. “I thought it would be cool to 
collect them and put them into a piece. I 
figured I might as well do something I’m 
passionate about.”

The band formed in Bay Ridge in 1993, 

playing shows around the city before a 
slew of U.S. and European tours, said 
guitarist Rachel Rosen, who booked the 
group at Manhattan clubs in the early ’90s 
and filled in as a second guitarist from 
1997 to the band’s 2000 dissolution.

To tell the Indecision story, Morse 
interviewed band members, roadies, 
members of the media, and related acts 
— including Roger Miret of pioneer-
ing hardcore act Agnostic Front — and 
spliced in footage from Indecision’s live 
shows and inside its tour van.

Rosen provided Morse with most of 
the archival footage, which the pair 
digitized and trolled through for mate-
rial, he said.

“I went through over 200 hours of VHS,” 
said Morse, who is also Rosen’s beau.

Taking a walk down memory lane 

provoked mixed emotions for the gui-
tarist.

“It made me sad because we’re all a 
bit older now,” Rosen said. “That was a 
different time. It was so free back then 
with touring and not having to work that 
much — you just worked to tide yourself 
over to the next tour.”

The band split while on the road in El 
Paso, Texas in 2000. Members went on 
to form other bands, but they also found 
respectable day jobs. Rosen is a patholo-
gists’ assistant, and other members went 
on to work as a forensic psychiatrist, a 
Fire Department paramedic, a public 
school guidance counsellor, and a city 
council staffer, she said

“The fact that all these people went 
on to work in public service is kind of 
amazing,” Morse said. “A lot of people 

look at hardcore as aggressive music 
that doesn’t have a message — one thing 
about Indecision that caught my atten-
tion was the message of social respon-
sibility.”

Rosen said trading in the six-string 
for a lab coat wasn’t as much of a sacri-
fice as one might think, because at the 
end of the day, work is work.

“In the beginning, everything was 
new and fun — everything was a new 
experience,” Rosen said. “The more we 
started touring, the less we were video-
taping — at that point it was becoming 
more job-like.” 

“What it Once Meant” at Saint Vitus 
Bar (1120 Manhattan Ave. between Box and 
Clay streets in Greenpoint, store.morse-
coderecordings.com) Jan. 24 and 25 at 1 
pm. $12.

New doc chronicles legendary Bay Ridge band Indecision

Choice tunes: Indecision, which formed in 
Bay Ridge in the early 1990s, performing at 
a reunion show in 2011. Matt Miller

For the record
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By Trupti Rami

This show is a riff off the 
old block.

A Greenpoint artist 
skilled in the art of Japanese 
woodblock printing has used 
the two-dimensional medi-
um to create a mind-bending, 
three-dimensional experience 
in a new exhibition opening at 
Owen James Gallery on Jan. 23. 
But artist Takuji Hamanaka’s 
use of the traditional art form 
is not immediately obvious in 
the very contemporary-looking 
works, according to the gallery’s 
owner.

“From afar, one is drawn 
into the intricate, swirling and 
cross-hatch patterns,” said Owen 
James Gallery owner Owen 
Houhoulis. “Upon closer inspec-
tion, one sees that these forms 
are created with layer upon layer 
of very thin, translucent gampi 
paper that is built up upon the 
surface.” 

All seven works in the show, 
dubbed “Negative Circle,” are 
rendered on layered pieces of 
gampi, a Japanese handmade 
paper or washi made with bark 
from the gampi tree. Hamanaka, 
who honed his craft in Tokyo, 
has been actively working with 
gampi paper since 2008. The 
paper is used in traditional 
woodblock printing and sculp-
ture-making and is valued for 
its durability and thinness, 
Houhoulis said. 

Hamanaka crafted each piece 
in the show by hand — even 
carving the woodblocks himself. 
It is a paintstaking process, but 
the artist said he enjoys it.

“I like the process of repeat-
ing, in my case cutting and past-
ing paper to create layers. It 
almost functions as recording 
device for time spent and deed 
done on a particular piece,” said 
Hamanaka, who has lived in 
Greenpoint for more than 20 
years. “Because of characteristic 
of gampi paper, even after past-
ing hundreds of them, it’s as if 
you look down at clean, serene 
water from top to the bottom.”

Houhoulis said Hamanaka 
uses gampi paper in a unique way, 
making it a feature of the artwork, 
rather than a simply canvas. 
“Whereas gampi is often used 
as the support upon which a 
work of art is made, such as in 

ukiyo-e prints, Hamanaka uses 
the paper as an art material in its 
own right. He creates his images 
with the paper itself,” he said. 
“Traditional printing techniques 
are used, and presented, in an 
entirely new way.”

Hamanaka, who teaches 
Japanese-style woodcut print-
ing at art schools and studios 
throughout the city, said he 
wants viewers to notice both the 
technical and aesthetic qualities 
of each artwork. 

“Unexpected use of paper, 
for one thing, different inter-
pretation of printmaking medi-
um, and hopefully its beauty,” 
Hamanaka said.

“Takuji Hamanaka: Negative 
Circle” at Owen James Gallery 
[61 Greenpoint Ave. Suite 315 
between West and Franklin streets 
in Greenpoint, (718) 395–4874, 
www.owenjamesgallery.com]. 
Opening reception Jan. 23 at 6–8 
pm. Exhibition runs through Feb. 
28. Free.

Modern works with ancient printing techniques

FRESH PRINTS
OF G’POINT

So many layers, man: Hamanaka makes 
his trippy artworks from hundreds of 
pieces of handmade gampi paper.
 Takuji Hamanaka

Prince of prints: Greenpoint artist 
Takuji Hamanaka trained in traditional 
Japanese woodblock printing in Tokyo. 
 Takuji Hamanaka

By Vanessa Ogle

On Stage At Kingsborough 
is playing its “get out of 
jail free” card!

The Manhattan Beach the-
ater is offering locals a free 
sneak peek of its next play on 
Jan. 29, opening its doors for an 
early run-through of its upcom-
ing production of “Cool Hand 
Luke.” The event will give resi-
dents a chance to see and dis-
cuss the show in its early stages, 
which will be as much of a boon 
for the actors as it will the audi-
ence, according to the play’s 
director. 

“I really like having that 
very early dialogue with people 
seeing something that is in its 
very early stages of develop-
ment — we won’t even be in 
rehearsal,” said Joe Tantalo, 
who lives in Park Slope and is 
also the founder of Godlight 
Theatre Company, which is 
conducting the preview.

The play, which will pre-
miere at Kingsborough on 
March 28, is adapted from the 
cult-classic prison movie and 
includes the same themes. But 
to fully capture the atmosphere 
of the prison, Tantalo said the 
show will rely on symbolism to 
convey some of the more literal 
elements of the film — lest there 
be a failure to communicate.

“It is going to be empty, 
vapid space that we create with 
light and sound and some sort 
of scenic gesture,” he said. 
“Usually in our pieces, we have 
one central idea for the set and 
that might be, for ‘Cool Hand 
Luke,’ suspending a giant cage 
above the stage.”

The gospel music that is a 
staple in the film will also be 
swapped for sounds that cap-

ture the spirit of the prisoners 
— current ideas include hav-
ing live percussion on stage, 
Tantalo said.

“Whether it is banging on 
pipes or chains or something 
like that, the ideas are pretty 
loose at the moment,” he said, 
adding that he is open to hear-
ing the spectators’ suggestions. 

The preview may be the first 
act for the audience, but Tantalo 
said he hopes everyone comes 
back to see the final show in 
March. 

“It might be exciting for 
them to see something that is 
very raw and come back and see 
it as a finished product,” said 
Tantalo. “It is exciting to see 
how the work evolves and it is 
just as exciting for us to watch it 
evolve, too, because you never 
know where things are going 
to go.”

“Cool Hand Luke” at On 
Stage at Kingsborough [2001 
Oriental Blvd. near Oxford 
Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 368–5596, www.onstageat-
kingsborough.org]. Jan. 29 at 7 
pm. Free.

Kingsborough offers gratis 

preview of live ‘Cool Hand Luke’

A behind-the-scenes look: Joe Tantalo, director of “Cool Hand Luke,” wants 
to hear your ideas for the show. Photo by Jason Woodruff

Break, free

Why so blue?: The characters in this 
rendition of “Cool Hand Luke” will 
be wearing utilitarian costumes that 
reflect their prison sentences.
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VIETNAMESE CUISINE Grill & Bar

10% OFF
ALL DELIVERIES

FREE 
DELIVERY 
MINIMUM 

$8.00

15% OFF 
YOUR ENTIRE ORDER

DINE IN ONLY
Minimum Order of $20.00. 

Excluding Happy Hour. 
With Coupon Only. 

Sunday -Thursday Only.
Expires 2-6-15

HAPPY HOUR

15% OFF
ALL DRINKS & APPETIZERS 

(TOP SHELF INCLUDED)

(Between 11th & 12th Street)

MANHATTAN SISTER LOCATION

 

CATERERS

Offering 
dinner, cocktail 

and 
buffet options

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228  718–331–2900  www.siricos.net



COURIER LIFE, JAN. 23-29, 201546    24-7

By Max Jaeger

Bay Ridge is tripping the arts 
eclectic this weekend!

Hard rock, Dixieland, 
and tunes from the Great American 
Songbook — plus a monthly meeting 
of the neighborhood’s literary giants 
— are all waiting for you in the 11209.

Soak up some southern comfort 
New York-style on Friday as Dave 
Clive’s Nawlins Funk Band pumps out 
bayou-riffic blues at Schnitzel Haus 
(7319 Fifth Ave. between 73rd and 74th 
streets) at 9 pm.

If Louisiana-inflected licks aren’t 
your bag, parade over to Pipin’s Pub 
(9701 Third Ave. between 97th Street 
and Marine Avenue), where Alive ’n’ 
Kickin is sure to please any musical pal-
ette. The sometimes-septet will appear 
as a duo on Friday, with father-and-son 
duo Pepe and Tim Cardona playing the 
pop, rock, and soul hits from the ’60s to 

today, starting at 9 pm.
On Saturday, bust out the combat 

boots and flannel, because the Social 
Zoo is bringing Pearl Jam, Alice in 

Chains, and whole lot of ’90s rock to 
the Hideout (8411 Fifth Ave. between 
84th and 85th streets) at 10 pm.

Or save the head-banging for 
another day and have a mellow eve-
ning with Vito Lombardo at Hunter’s 
Steak and Ale House (9404 Fourth 
Ave. between 94th and 95th streets). 
The crooner will belt hits from the 
likes of Sinatra, Boccelli, and Dean 
Martin starting at 8:30 pm.

And on Sunday, make good on 
your New Year’s resolution to support 
local arts and swing by the Owl’s 
Head (479 74th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues) for the Bay Ridge 
Poets Society’s first monthly meeting 
of 2015. The coterie of literati wel-
comes performances poetic, prosaic, 
and otherwise, so whether you’ve got 
a sonnet or a soft shoe, they will prob-
ably lend you an ear. The versification 
begins at 7:15 pm.

By Matthew Perlman

Socrates said the un-examined 
life is not worth living — this is 
where you can start digging in.

A group of Brooklyn philosophers 
bent on bringing philosophical dis-
cussions out of academia and putting 
them on a public platform is hosting 
free, monthly lectures in the Central 
Library. The cohort’s founder said the 
talks are meant to help philosophers 
learn how to present their work to 
everyday folks.

“We’re giving academics an oppor-
tunity to speak to a larger audience,” 
said Brooklyn Public Philosophers 
founder Ian Olasov, a doctoral can-
didate at the City University of New 
York Graduate Center, who also lec-
tures at Brooklyn College and Medgar 
Evers. “It’s a chance for philosophers 
to communicate to the general public 
what we do and why we do it.”

Olasov, who grew up in Park Slope 
and now lives in Ditmas Park, said 
Kings County and the city as a whole 
are a Mecca of thought and reason, 
which makes it the perfect place to 
host such an event.

“In Brooklyn there are a bunch of 
great schools, plus the schools in the 
city and surrounding areas,” he said. 
“There are world-class philosophers 
doing really interesting things here.”

Nevertheless, he said he was sur-
prised at just how popular the lecture 
series has proven with non-academics 
since the group started it a year-and-
a-half ago.

“I wouldn’t have thought this 
many people would be interested in 
schlepping over to the library to learn 
about philosophy,” he said.

One previous speaker said she 
was also impressed by the audience’s 
response.

“The discussion, once it start-
ed, was really among the audience 
members, not just between me and 
the audience,” said Anna Gotlib, 
an assistant professor at Brooklyn 
College, who gave a lecture on mem-
ory manipulation back in November. 
“That’s something I try to do in my 
classrooms, too.”

Philosophy often gets a bad rap 
because people think it deals with 
issues that do not affect them. But 
Gotlib said that is simply not true.

“People think of philosophy as 
useless or too fancy for everyday 
concerns,” she said. “But philoso-
phers think about things related to 

everyday life all the time.”
The next lecture, led by Rutgers 

University associate professor Liz 
Camp and entitled “Why Metaphors 
Make Good Insults,” will be on Jan. 
26. But no matter what the topic, 
Gotlib thinks it is worthwhile for 
people to think through some ideas 
out loud once in a while.

“People don’t get together just to 
think about something in a group 
very often,” she said. “Americans just 
don’t like to do it.”

“Why Metaphors Make Good 
Insults” in the Information Commons 
of the Central Library (10 Grand Army 
Plaza between Eastern Parkway and 
Flatbush Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
www.bkpp.tumblr.com). Jan. 26 at 7 
pm. Free.

Philosophers host free public lectures for the masses

Kings County philospher: Ian Olasov, a lecturer at Brooklyn College, started a philosphy 
group that he hopes will help the general public engage with academic thinkers. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

GROUP THINK

Get your culture on in the Ridge

By Danielle Furfaro

Talk about paper 
cuts!  

Williamsburg 
theater Standard 
ToyKraft will trans-
form into a life-size, 
low-budget Rock ’Em 
Sock ’Em Robots 
arena on Jan. 30 for 
its fourth Cardboard 
Robot Battle. The event 
sees wannabe warriors 
don homemade bot cos-
tumes and awkwardly 
battle it out in the ring, 
and has become one of 
the most popular ongoing events at the theater, an organizer 
said.

“We thought it might be a silly idea that someone might 
enjoy checking out, but for our first one, the theater was 
filled beyond capacity,” said Daniel Patrick Fay, artistic 
director of Standard ToyKraft. “They are funny, and every-
one likes a little carnage and violence.”

Fay recruits about nine players to slug it out at each 
skirmish. Contestants must construct their robots out of 
nothing but cardboard, packing tape, and paint. They then 
engage in a brawl where the goal is to reveal the human 
beneath your opponent’s robot shell.  

Fay said he came up for the idea for the event a couple 
of years ago during a workshop for a puppet show, during 
which he and some other puppeters experimented with 
placing cardboard shapes around the stage. He suggested 
that it would be fun to have fights with the shapes, and the 
idea eventually evolved to making cardboard robots for 
battle. Puppeteers still comprise the majority of the com-
petitors, but Fay said the battle is open to anyone. 

The robots are divided into weight divisions like heavy-
weight or lightweight, though Fay said he assigns the cat-
egories according to experience level as well as the weight 
of the robot. Each warrior is allowed to have a one-person 
“pit crew,” who can help them reinforce their tape between 
rounds, but cannot add new parts.

For extra spectacle, the organizers build a real ring to 
accommodate the fights and there is room for a screaming 
crowd outside the ropes, Fay said. 

“It is kind of like a ridiculous Roman coliseum,” he said. 
Cardboard Robot Battle at Standard ToyKraft (722 

Metropolitan Ave., third floor, between Manhattan and 
Graham avenues in Williamsburg, www.standardtoykraft.
org). Jan. 30 at 8 pm. $13–$15.

World of war-craft: Bots do battle at a previous Cardboard Robot 
Battle. Jess Davis Photo

Rumble in 
the box!

Lightweight, heavyweight, paper-
weight: A former cardboard robot con-
tender. Jess Davis Photo

Cardboard robots to do battle
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114 Bay Ridge Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11220

 | Mon.–Thurs.: 4–11 p.m.

MONDAY NIGHT

NOW OPEN FOR

SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS

Includes a Glass of Sangria or Margarita

PRIVATE PARTY ROOMS

Seafood Soup
Seafood Platter

(1/2 Lobster, Shrimp, Calamari and 

a choice of Tilapia or Salmon)

Tiramisu
Coffee or Tea

TUESDAY’S

Valentine’s Day Menu 
at Bella Gioia

$50 per person
 Complimentary glass of La Segreta Rosso or La Segreta Bianco 

Excludes Tax and Service Charge

PPA’ Cuminciari
Fritti Misti: Tempura battered calamari, shrimp and sardines 

served with Salsa Rosa13
Brussel Sprouts: Sautéed with Sweet Italian Sausage and Cumin 10

I Secunni
Wild Mushroom Rissotto with Truffle Oil 18

Homemade Lobster Ravioli served with Leggera Sauce 20
Pork Osso Bucco with creamy polenta and glazed baby carrots 22

Pan Seared Scallops with sautéed Fennel and Blood Orange 
over Cauliflower Puree 27

I Cosarucci
Warm Chocolate Lava Cake served with Vanilla Gelato and 

Raspberry Gelee 8 

Call: 347-223-4176
209 4th Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11217  •   BellaGioiaNYC.com 

Reserve Early!

WIESENTHALTHEPLAY.COM 

ACORN THEATRE at THEATRE ROW 410 West 42nd Street

“A MUST-SEE!”
WABC

Telecharge.com or 212-239-6200  

Performances Thru February 22

New York Post

“ ”“ ”

�������	�
�	��

“HEARTFELT & DEEPLY MOVING. 
With humor and a hopeful note, Tom Dugan’s 

90-minute play makes history come alive!”

“POWERFUL 
& INSIGHTFUL! 

These stories are 
heartbreaking 
 and beautiful.”

The New York Times
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FRI, JAN. 23

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, “LUMINOUS 

NIGHT”: Grace Chorale 
of Brooklyn presents a 
concert for chorus and 
string quartet. $15. 7 pm. 
Saint Ann & The Holy Trin-
ity Church [157 Montague 
St. between Clinton and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 707–1411], 
www.gracechorale.org. 

MUSIC, ZAK SMITH: $8. 7 
pm. ShapeShifter Labs (18 
Whitwell Pl. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus), www.shapeshif-
terlab.com. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN CHAM-
BER MUSIC SOCIETY: Per-
forming works by Prokofi ev 
and Schuman. Free. 8 pm. 
First Unitarian Congrega-
tional Society (116 Pier-
repont St. at Monroe Place 
in Brooklyn Heights), www.
brooklynchambermusicso-
ciety.org. 

MUSIC, JASON LOUGHLIN: 
Free. 8 pm. Hill Country 
Barbecue [345 Adams St. 
at Willoughby Street, (718) 
885–4608], www.hillcoun-
trybk.com. 

MUSIC, ERIK DEUTSCH AND 
THE JAZZ OUTLAWS: 
Free. 10 pm. BAM Cafe (30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org/programs/
bamcafe-live. 

THEATER, “LET THE RIGHT 
ONE IN”: The National 
Theatre of Scotland pres-
ents a bloody romance 
about the love affairs of 
the undead. $35. 8 pm. 
St. Ann’s Warehouse [29 
Jay St. between John 
and Plymouth streets in 
Dumbo, (718) 254–8779], 
www.stannswarehouse.
org. 

THEATER, “BRER RABBIT 
THE OPERA — A FUNKY 
MEDITATION ON GEN-
TRIFICATION”: Taking 
on the issue of gentrifi ca-
tion through the lens of 
folklore character Brer 
Rabbit and his birthplace, 
the Briar Patch. $20 ($15 
in advance). 8 pm. BRIC 
Arts Media House [647 
Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

THEATER, “RUN FOR YOUR 
WIFE”: The Gallery Play-
ers present Ray Cooney’s 
classic farce, following the 
antics of an English taxi 
driver trying to balance 
two wives under the scru-
tiny two private detectives. 
8 pm. Gallery Players [199 
14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 352–3101], 
www.galleryplayers.com. 

DANCE, “SWAN LAKE”: Per-
formed by the Mariinsky 
Ballet Theatre Company. 
Starting at $30. 7:30 pm. 
BAM Howard Gilman 
Opera House (30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene), www.bam.
org. 

DANCE, “WINTER FOLLIES”: 
Spoke the Hub dance stu-
dio hosts its annual show-
case. $20 ($15 in advance). 
7:30 pm. Gowanus Art 
Center [295 Douglass St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus, 
(347) 529–6473], www.

gowanusartandproduc-
tion.com. 

OTHER
XAVERIAN GENESIS PRO-

GRAM OPEN HOUSE: 
Xaverian hosts an open 
house for its co-educa-
tional gifted middle school 
program, Genesis. Free. 
By appointment. Xaverian 
High School [7100 Shore 
Rd. in Bay Ridge, (718) 
836–7100], www.xaver-
ian.org. 

ARTS AND CRAFTS 
CLASSES: Presented by 
Lutheran Family Health 
Centers’ Services for Older 
Adults. Free. 10–11 am and 
3–4 pm. Shore Hill Com-
munity Center (9000 Shore 
Rd. at 91st Street in Bay 
Ridge). 

ART, “TONGUE STONES”: 
An exhibition featuring art-
ists David Horvitz, Soda_
Jerk, Joachim Koester, 
Elise Rasmussen, and Julia 
Weist. Free. Noon–6 pm. 
Pioneer Works [159 Pio-
neer St. between Imlay and 
Conover streets in Red 
Hook, (718) 596–3001], 
pioneerworks.org. 

BINGO: Presented by Lu-
theran Family Health Cen-
ters’ Services for Older 
Adults. Free. 1:30–4 pm. 
Shore Hill Community Cen-
ter (9000 Shore Rd. at 91st 
Street in Bay Ridge). 

CHEF MARCUS SAMUELS-
SON: Macy’s Culinary 
Council Chef Marcus 
Samuelsson shows how 
to entertain in style, with 
free samples. Free. 6 pm. 
Macy’s (422 Fulton St. be-
tween Hoyt and Lawrence 
streets in Downtown), bit.
ly/Samuelsson15. 

SAT, JAN. 24

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, “WOMEN & CHIL-

DREN FIRST”: The Park 
Slope Singers perform a 
concert featuring songs 
about women. Some se-
lections include “Animal 
Crackers,” “Cluck Ol’ 
Hen,” “Nelly Bly,” “Fair 
Phyllis,” and “Eleanor 

Rigby.” $15. 3 pm. Lu-
theran Church of the Good 
Shepherd [7420 Fourth 
Avenue at 75th St. in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 745–8520], 
www.goodshepherdbay-
ridge.org. 

DANCE, CHOPIN — 
DANCES FOR PIANO: The 
Mariinsky Ballet performs 
to selections by Frederic 
Chopin. Starting at $30. 
7:30 pm. BAM Howard 
Gilman Opera House (30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, MY BODY: EP re-
lease party. $10. 8 pm. 
Cameo Gallery [93 N. Sixth 
St. between Wythe Avenue 
and Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 302–1180], 
www.cameony.net. 

MUSIC, STEVE SULLIVAN 
AND THE BOARD OF DI-
RECTORS: Free. 9:30 pm. 
BAM Cafe (30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene), www.bam.
org/programs/bamcafe-
live. 

OTHER
READING, “I LOVE YOU 

NIGHT AND DAY”: In-
cludes a hands-on activity. 
Free. 11 am. Barnes and 
Noble [106 Court St. and 
Schermerhorn Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
246–4996], www.barne-
sandnoble.com. 

NEEDLEWORK AND 
GAMES: Kids make a small 
sampler and play board 
games. $3. 1–3 pm. Lef-
ferts Historic Homestead 
[452 Flatbush Ave. be-
tween Empire Boulevard 
and Eastern Parkway in 
Park Slope, (718) 789–
2822], www.prospectpark.
org. 

READING, ‘SUPERTRUCK’: 
Illustrator Stephen Savage 
reads from his new chil-
dren’s book ‘Supertruck.’ 
Free with museum admis-
sion. 1:30 pm. New York 
Transit Museum [Boerum 
Place at Schermerhorn 
Street in Downtown, (718) 
694–1600], www.mta.info/

COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

MON, JAN. 26
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. PORTLAND 
TRAILBLAZERS: $35–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

THURS, JAN. 29
MUSIC, CHRIS BROWN 

WITH TREY SONGZ 
AND TYGA: $69.75–
$150.75. 7:30 pm. 

FRI, JAN. 30
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. TORONTO 
RAPTORS: $20–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

SAT, JAN. 31
MUSIC, IGOR KRUTOI 

GALA CONCERTA: 
Composer is joined by 
Russian singers includ-
ing Filipp Kirkorov, 
Kristina Orbakaite, Irina 
Allegrova, and Valeriy 
Leontiev, and more. 
$65–$955. 7 pm. 

MON, FEB. 2
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. LOS ANGE-
LES CLIPPERS: $35–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

FRI, FEB. 6
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. NEW YORK 
KNICKS: $95–$4,000. 
7 pm.

FRI, FEB. 13
SPORTS, BBVA COMPASS 

RISING STARS CHAL-
LENGE: The NBA’s top 
rookies and sopho-
mores compete against 
each other. $22–$87. 
9 pm.

THUR, FEB. 19
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: $15–$65. 7 
pm.

FRI, FEB. 20
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 11 am, 3 pm, 
7 pm. See Friday, Feb. 
19.

SAT, FEB. 21
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 11 am, 3 pm, 
7 pm. See Friday, Feb. 
19.

SUN, FEB. 22
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 11 am, 3 pm, 
7 pm. See Friday, Feb. 
19.

TUE, FEB. 24
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 7 pm. See Fri-
day, Feb. 19.

WED, FEB. 25
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 7 pm. See Fri-
day, Feb. 19.

THUR, FEB. 26
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 10:30 am 
and 7 pm. See Friday, 
Feb. 19.

FRI, FEB. 27
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 7 pm. See Fri-
day, Feb. 19.

SAT, FEB. 28
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 11 am, 3 pm, 
7 pm. See Friday, Feb. 
19.

mta/museum. 
FILM, AUSTRALIA DAY: Eat 

Tuck Shop meat pies and 
watch Australian fi lms. 
Free, pies $5. 3–8 pm. The 
Diamond [43 Franklin St. 
between Calyer and Quay 
streets in Greenpoint, (718) 
383–5030], thediamond-
brooklyn.com. 

SUN, JAN. 25

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, MIL’S TRILLS WIN-

TER BASH: Performances 
and activities for the 
whole family. $15 ($10 in 
advance). 11 am. Shape-
Shifter Labs (18 Whitwell 
Pl. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), www.milstrills.com. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN JAPA-
NESE NEW YEAR FESTI-
VAL: Ring in the Year of 
the Sheep with traditional 
Japanese dances by Min-
buza dancers, a Taiko 
drum performance, arts 
and crafts, karate perfor-
mances, and lots of Japa-
nese food. $20 ($12 in ad-
vance), $5 for kids. Noon. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, ASTROGRASS: 
Country music fun for the 
whole family. Free. 1 pm. 
Hill Country Barbecue [345 
Adams St. at Willoughby 
Street, (718) 885–4608], 
www.hillcountrybk.com. 

MUSIC, “LUMINOUS 
NIGHT”: Grace Chorale of 
Brooklyn presents a con-
cert for chorus and string 
quartet. $15. 3 pm. Lafay-
ette Avenue Presbyterian 
Church (85 S. Oxford St. at 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene). 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN ART 
SONG SOCIETY: Pay-
ing tribute to composers 
Georges Auric and Arthur 
Honegger. Free. 4 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [Flatbush 
Ave. at Eastern Parkway in 
Grand Army Plaza in Park 
Slope, (718) 230–2100], 
www.brooklynpublicli-
brary.org. 

MUSIC, OVERTURES: The 
Gallery Players performs 
staged readings of new 
musicals. $10. 7 pm. Gal-
lery Players [199 14th St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, 
(212) 352–3101], www.gal-
leryplayers.com. 

MUSIC, BEN HOPE AND 
THE UPTOWN OUTFIT: 
Free. 8 pm. The Branded 
Saloon [603 Vanderbilt Av-
enue at Bergen St. in Clin-
ton Hill, (718) 484–8704], 
www.brandedsaloon.com. 

DANCE, “LUNAR NEW YEAR 
CELEBRATION”: Nai-Ni 
Chen Dance Company 
celebrates the Year of the 
Sheep with traditional and 
colorful dances. $25. 3 pm. 
Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brook-
lyn College [2900 Campus 
Rd., between Amersfort 
Place and Kenilworth Place 
in Midwood, (718) 951–
4500], www.brooklyncen-
teronline.org. 

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

Continued on page 51

Our only hope: Broadway star turned country rock singer Ben 
Hope performs at Branded Saloon on Jan. 25.

Blaze of glory: The Nets face the Blazers at Barclays Center on 
Jan. 26. Associated Press / Don Ryan
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(718) 368-5596  |  www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org    
Kingsborough Community College, 2001 Oriental Blvd, Brooklyn, NY

Full-Length Ballet in Four Acts
Music by  
Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky
50 of Russia’s brightest ballet stars bring this  
romantic tale of true love to glorious life! 

Friday, February 6 at 8:00 p.m. $35/30

The State Ballet Theatre of Russia
SWAN LAKE 

Choreography by  
Marius Petipa & Lev Ivanov
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NEVERMORESHOW.COM  
TELECHARGE.COM OR 212.239.6200   
NEW WORLD STAGES  ·  340 W 50TH ST     

 LOGO DESIGN: KURT FIRLA     PHOTO: DAVID COOPER                        

“STARTLING, BEAUTIFUL 
& HAUNTING!”  

- TheaterMania

“A MASTERPIECE!”  
- Londonist

 - The London Telegraph

“                                                    ”
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If the thought of eat-
ing Vietnamese cuisine 
sounds too exotic, you 
haven’t been to Saigon 
Grill and Bar. 

It’s Vietnamese food, 
American-style.

The restaurant 
opened its doors on Dec. 
6 at the location where 
Tasty Tavern used to be, 
serving a mix of Viet-
namese, Chinese, and 
Thai fare for those who 
love familiar Asian fla-
vors. The spare ribs are 
delicious — just as you 
might remember from 
the Chinese restaurants 
of yesteryear — nice 
and crisp, broiled with 
a dry sauce so the spices 
are deeply embedded in 
the meat. 

The ribs are dressed 
with a plum sauce, cre-
ated by the establish-
ment’s owner, Susan. 
She takes on the job of 
personally preparing 
every one of the restau-
rant’s tantalizing sauces 
so that each dish has the 
same consistent flavors 
every time it is served. 
Most plates come with 
their own sides of sauce, 
specially selected for 
that entree. In addition, 
a trio of unique flavors 
is brought to the table, 
for those who like to 
pack some heat on their 
food.

The newly remodeled 
restaurant is a beauty, 
with a uniquely deco-
rated entranceway that 
lets diners know they 
have arrived at a place 
where attention is given 
to every detail. There’s 
a waterfall across from 
the bar, brick walls, new 
hanging lamps, and gor-
geous, hand-crafted ta-
bles. The wood for these 
thick, light-colored 
tables was purchased 
in Texas, sanded here, 
and then polished with 
a high gloss, making 
for an attraction that 
is admired by all. Even 
the menus are special. 
The cover is comprised 
of cork, and each page 
is slipped inside clear 

plastic. Counting lunch 
and desserts, there are 
more than 100 menu se-
lections, and most are 
numbered, making for 
easy ordering.

Item number one is 

the fried meat spring 
rolls. These crunchy ap-
petizers are filled with 
pork, shrimp, mush-
rooms, clear noodles, 
taro root, and turnip. 
They are served with 

lettuce, cucumber, fresh 
herbs, and a side of nuoc 
cham, a Vietnamese 
sauce containing garlic 
and red pepper. Deli-
cious.

Beef skewers and 
chicken skewers are 
just as tasty, sprinkled 
with crushed peanuts, 
accompanied by pickled 
cucumber and sate dip-
ping sauce. 

The steamed crystal 
dumplings are covered 
with such thin wonton 
wrappers, they are 
translucent, a wonder-
ful offering for those 
looking to eat lighter. 
Enjoy them filled with 
steamed shrimp, veg-
etables, or chicken. If 
you can’t decide, get the 
assortment, as they are 
all good.

Our waiter tells us 
that two of the most pop-
ular main courses are 

items number 40 and 
45. Interestingly, both 
reflect the American 
appetite. The first is a 
pork chop dish — three 
large, grilled chops. 
The meat is tender, as 
it has been marinated 
in a light lemon grass. 
Thick slices of tomato 
and sliced cucumber 
are on the same plate, 
the makings of a salad. 
Only the pickled flavor-
ing and side of Nuoc 
cham sauce remind us 
of the Vietnamese set-
ting. The other popular 
entrée is cubed steak 
that has been stir-fried 
with teriyaki sauce. It 
comes with a watercress 
salad that’s been dotted 
with cherry tomatoes. 
Rather than fries, crisp 
taro chips are served. 

When it comes to 
seafood, ginger honey 
prawns are popular, 

with an abundance of 
vegetables that include 
red peppers and onion. 
The grilled salmon is 
marinated with lemon 
grass, tamarind, and 
basil, over a bed of cab-
bage, lotus root, mush-
rooms, and snow peas.

Susan takes pride in 
the restaurant’s fried 
rice, which she calls 
“Susan’s fried rice” be-
cause it includes ingre-
dients she remembers 
eating as a kid — Chi-
nese sausage, eggs, gar-
lic, and scallions. It’s a 
flavorful and filling se-
lection. 

Saigon Grill and Bar 
makes some unique mar-
tinis — the aptly-named 
Saigon-tini among 
them, a perfect way to 
whet your appetite. Dur-
ing Happy Hour drinks 
and appetizers are sold 
at a 15 percent discount: 
Mondays through Fri-
days, 4–6:30 pm. Hearty 
lunch specials are avail-
able Mondays through 
Fridays, 11 am–4 pm, 
when pricing for a nutri-
tious meal starts at just 
under $8.

You can get a lot more 
than a cookie for des-
sert. Tempting treats in-
clude chocolate mousse 
cake, tiramisu, fruit, 
and Mochi — sticky rice 
wrapped around choco-
late, vanilla, or green 
tea ice cream.  

Saigon Grill and Bar 
has its own parking lot, 
making it very conve-
nient to dine here. 

Both Susan and her 
husband Ray also own 
the restaurant Saigon 
Market, in Manhattan, 
a large business that 
employs about 70 people. 
They are delighted to ex-
pand into Brooklyn, the 
place they call home. 

Saigon Grill and Bar 
[4521 Avenue N at E. 
46th street in Mill Basin, 
(718) 338–8886, www.
saigongrillandbar.com]. 
Open Sundays through 
Thursdays, 11–10 am; 
Fridays and Saturdays 
11 am–11 pm; and Sun-
days, 12:30–10 pm.  

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

It’s Vietnamese, Brooklyn style at Saigon Grill & Bar
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MON, JAN. 26

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, LOS HACHEROS, 

KING HOLIDAY, DJ GREG 
CAZ: $7. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. 

OTHER
READING, MISTY COPE-

LAND: The only African-
American ballet dancer 
discusses her memoir “Life 
in Motion.” $18.50. 7 pm. 
Bedford-Stuyvesant Res-
toration [1368 Fulton St. in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
246–0200], greenlight-
bookstore.com. 

COMEDY, NIGHT TRAIN 
WITH WYATT CENAC: 
With stand-up comedy 
from Brooks Wheelan, Liza 
Treyger, and more. $5–$8. 
8 pm. Littlefi eld [622 De-
graw St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Gow-
anus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

COMEDY, THE MEHRAN 
SHOW: Stand-up comedy. 
$10 ($8 in advance). 9 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.

unionhallny.com. 

TUES, JAN. 27

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “THE AFRICAN 

DRUM”: Traditional Afri-
can fables woven into an 
interactive shadow puppet 
adventure. Presented by 
the Shadow Box Theatre. 
$10 in advance ($15 at 
the door, $8 group rates). 
10:30 am. PS 3 The Bed-
ford Village School [50 
Jefferson Ave. at Franklin 
Avenue in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (212) 724–0677], 
www.shadowboxtheatre.
org. 

OTHER
TALK, BARIATRIC OPEN 

HOUSE: Learn about 
weight loss surgery and 
speak with patients who 
have experienced the sur-
gery process. There will 
be a raffl e, giveaways, and 
light refreshments offered. 
Free. 6–7 pm. Lutheran 
Medical Center [150 55th 
St. between First and 
Second avenues in Sunset 
Park, (718) 630–7000], 
www.lutheranhealthcare.
org. 

READING, GREENLIGHT 
YOUNG READERS BOOK 
GROUP: Aimed at chil-
dren aged 8–14, the group 

Continued from page 48 

reads and discusses John 
Coyne’s novel “The Ter-
rible Thing That Happened 
to Barnaby Brocket.” Free. 
6:30 pm. Bedford-Stuyve-
sant Restoration [1368 Ful-
ton St. in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 246–0200], 
greenlightbookstore.com. 

ART, PAINT NITE: Students 
learn to paint while drink-
ing cocktails. Materials 
provided, no experience 
required. $65. 7–9 pm. 
Schnitzelhaus [7319 5th 
Avenue between 73rd and 
74th St. in Bay Ridge, (718) 
836–5600], www.paintnite.
com. 

READING, DAVID SHIELDS: 
Discussing his new book, 
“I Think You’re Totally 
Wrong: A Quarrel,” which 
explores the choice of 
being a stay-home-dad 
and going to work. Free. 
7 pm. Community Book 
Store [143 Seventh Ave. 
between Garfi eld Pl. and 
Carroll St. in Park Slope, 
(718) 783–3075], www.
communitybookstore.net. 

WED, JAN. 28

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, RIDLEY BARKA, 

OFNIE THEE UFO, D.I.E., 
BARRINGTON ELECT, 
CAIT EGGERS, DOCK 
THOMAS: $7. 7 pm. Trash 
Bar [256 Grand St. at Dri-
ggs Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 599–1000], 
www.thetrashbar.com. 

OTHER
BALLROOM DANCE PRO-

GRAM: Free ballroom 
dance classes. Students 
learn merengue, foxtrot, 

tango, cha cha, and swing. 
6 pm. IS 96 [99 Avenue P 
between W. 11th and W. 
12th streets in Sheepshead 
Bay, (718) 232–2266]. 

FILM, “NOTHING BUT A 
MAN”: Part of the library’s 
African Americans in ’60s 
Hollywood series. Free. 
7 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch 
[Flatbush Ave. at Eastern 
Parkway in Grand Army 
Plaza in Park Slope, (718) 
230–2100], www.brooklyn-
publiclibrary.org. 

TALK, “ROMANCE AND 
REVENGE — APHRODI-
SIACS AND FEMALE POI-
SONERS”: The Masters of 
Social Gastronomy looks at 
the history of aphrodisiacs. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

THURS, JAN. 29

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, LOST LEADERS, 

THE BODEGA TALLBOYS: 
$10 ($7 in advance). 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

OTHER
ART, “COLOR CONVER-

SION”: Exhibition of 
mixed-media prints and 
paintings by William Villa-
longo that explore the re-
lationship between history 
and myth. Free. 11 am–5 
pm. Cave Canem [20 Jay 
St. between Plymouth and 
John streets in Dumbo, 

(718) 858–0000], www.
cavecanempoets.org. 

FRI, JAN. 30

PERFORMANCE
ART, “NOMAD SONGS” 

OPENING RECEPTION: 
Artist Duane Zaloudek 
debuts watercolor and 
gesso paintings and paper 
cowboy hats. Free. 6–9 
pm. Robert Henry Con-
temporary [56 Bogart St. 
between Harrison Pl. and 
Garrison St. in Williams-
burg, (718) 473–0819], 
www.roberthenrycontem-
porary.com. 

MUSIC, EMILIO TEUBAL EN-
SEMBLE: Free. 9 pm. BAM 
Cafe (30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org/
programs/bamcafe-live. 

MUSIC, DESERT FLOWER, 
SLIM WRAY, THE DAILY 
PRAVDA, THE DANDY 
LIONS: $8. 9 pm. Trash Bar 
[256 Grand St. at Driggs 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 599–1000], www.thet-
rashbar.com. 

SAT, JAN. 31

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, JAZZ 4 KIDS: Vo-

calist Lauren Hooker 
introduces kids to Cab 
Calloway, Duke Ellington, 
Mongo Santa Maria, and 
Sonny Rollins. Free. 1 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [Flatbush 
Ave. at Eastern Parkway in 
Grand Army Plaza in Park 
Slope, (718) 230–2100], 
www.brooklynpublicli-

brary.org. 
MUSIC, JON HUGO, THE 

BONE CHIMES: $12. 8 pm. 
Rough Trade NYC [64 N. 
Ninth St. between Kent 
and Wythe avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 388–4111], 
www.roughtradenyc.com. 

MUSIC, JAMIE MCLEAN 
BAND: Free. 8 pm. Hill 
Country Barbecue [345 
Adams St. at Willoughby 
Street, (718) 885–4608], 
www.hillcountrybk.com. 

MUSIC, LADYSMITH BLACK 
MAMBAZO: $30–$40. 8 
pm. Brooklyn Center for 
the Performing Arts at 
Brooklyn College [2900 
Campus Rd., between 
Amersfort Place and Ken-
ilworth Place in Midwood, 
(718) 951–4500], www.
brooklyncenteronline.org.

OTHER
READING, OUR CRIMEA: 

Gennady Katsov, Mikhail 
Ayzenberg, Igor Sid, and 
other read from poetry 
almanac “Our Crimea.” 
Free. 4 pm. Brooklyn Pub-
lic Library’s Central branch 
[Flatbush Ave. at Eastern 
Parkway in Grand Army 
Plaza in Park Slope, (718) 
230–2100], www.brooklyn-
publiclibrary.org 

CUMBE MOVING PARTY: 
The Center for African and 
Diaspora Dance celebrates 
with music, samba dance 
classes, and a bazaar of 
jewelry and crafts. $10–
$20. 9 pm. Cumbe Center 
for African and Diaspora 
Dance [558 Fulton St. at 
Flatbush Avenue Exten-
sion, (718) 935–9700], 
www.cumbedance.com. 

XLIX
SUPERSUPER

XLIX
AV I AT O R  S P O R T S

6:30PM
KICK-OFF at

SPORTS
LOUNGE
SPORTS
LOUNGE

RESERVATIONS: Harvey Greenidge 718-758-7552
or Customer Service Desk 718-758-7500 ext: 0

AVIATOR SPORTS AND EVENTS CENTER
Floyd Bennett Field, 3159 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11234

 Visit Aviatorsports.com  718-758-7500  Parking is always FREE!
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• ‘We don’t listen to Coach 
Ron. We are stubborn.’

• ‘We knew we had to 
step up our game.’

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
St. Edmund has been on the 
cusp of being one of the elite 
teams in its division in recent 
years. It has now offi cially 
made it.

The Eagles outplayed two-
time defending diocesan cham-
pion Bishop Kearney in every 
facet of the game in a 74–36 home 
victory on Brooklyn-Queens 
Division II girls’ basketball last 
Friday night. St. Edmund (7–0) 
is now in sole possession of fi rst 
place in the division after hand-
ing Kearney (6–1) its fi rst loss in 
league play.

“I think we are a better 
team this year,” said senior 
guard Kellie O’Neill. “We are 
strong and working harder. 
I defi nitely think we can win 
the championship.” 

The Eagles set the tone 
early with its press, play in 
transition, and hot shooting. 
Kearney struggled against the 
full-court pressure and dou-
ble-teams. St. Edmund con-
verted turnovers into an early 
11–0 advantage thanks to the 
hustle of wing Nina DiCioc-
cio, who scored nine of her 14 
points in the opening frame. 
Her energy on defense and on 
the boards also caused plenty 
of trouble for Kearney. 

“She doesn’t stop,” said sec-
ond-year St. Edmund coach 
Frank Kelly. “She played out 
of her mind today.”

So did the rest of her team. 
The quick pace also sped up 
the Kearney offense.  Quick 
shots and misses lead to Ea-
gles points in transition, and 
hot shooting took over from 
there. 

St. Edmond’s ball move-
ment consistently found the 
open shooters. Kellie O’Neill, 
who scored 14 points, hit back-
to-back three-pointers, and Di-
Cioccio added a trey to end the 
fi rst quarter to put the Eagles 
up 31–7. St. Edmund, which led 
42–16 at the half, connected six 
times from behind the arc in 
the game. 

“We just wanted it more,” 
DiCioccio said. “We knew we 

had to step up our game.”
Alexandra Jacques led the 

Eagles with 17 points. Kelly 
O’Donnell had 12 and Steph-
anie Samir chipped in nine. 
Jennifer Kaye paced Kear-
ney with 13 points and Kailey 
O’Grady tallied nine.  

Kearney never recovered 
from the slow start, despite 
holding St. Edmund score-
less for more than two min-
utes in the second quarter. Ti-
gers coach Rocco Sellitto said 
his young team has had some 
lapses that led to turnovers 
this season, but on this night 
his club never got right.

“That’s been an issue for 
us, but we have been able to 

overcome it in most of the 
other games,” he said. “This 
game they got off to a big start 
and kept putting the hammer 
down.”

The Eagles’ extra energy 
was generated by the team’s 
desire to make this a special 
season. It lost to Kearney four 
times last season, including in 
the diocesan and city playoffs. 
St. Edmund is a veteran team 
that wants nothing more than 
to bring home an elusive title, 
and the Eagles took a big step 
toward that goal by beating 
Kearney. 

“As seniors, this is the year 
we want to win,” O’Neill said. 
“It’s our last year here.”

BY STEPHEN ZITOLO
Red-hot Xaverian was going 
for its 10th-straight victory 
last Friday night, but poor 
free-throw shooting brought 
the winning streak to an end.

The Clippers ended the 
game just seven-for-23 from 
the free throw line, but it still 
held a two-point lead over 
Holy Cross with 13 seconds 
left. That  was enough time 
for a buzzer-beating three-
pointer by Christian Wilson 
to break Xaverian’s heart 
and streak 48–47 in Catholic 
High School Athletic Associ-
ation Class AA boys’ basket-
ball at Holy Cross on Jan. 16. 

“Our free-throw shoot-
ing affected the game by 16 
points,” said Xaverian coach 
Jack Alesi. “It was the whole 
game. We are not usually 
a bad free-throw shooting 
team. But when those things 
happen, they tend to snow-
ball. I thought we were go-
ing to pull it out by hitting 
our free throws in the fourth 
quarter.”

The fi nal play didn’t come 
without controversy, how-
ever. Holy Cross threw the 
ball to half court and called 
time out, but the clock did 
not start. Two seconds were 

taken off the clock and Holy 
Cross was given the ball at 
half court. Alesi believes 
the ruling was incorrect and 
plans on protesting the game 
to the league.

“The clock didn’t start 
and the ball was supposed to 
be taken out under the bas-
ket, but they gave it to Holy 
Cross at half court, and by 
rule that is not supposed to 
happen,” Alesi said. 

The game was decided in 
the last two minutes. Xaver-
ian had a chance to put Holy 
Cross in a big hole, but it 
missed three-straight one-
and-one attempts from the 
line. 

Holy Cross struggled 
to capitalize, and was still 
down 46–45 as Xaverian’s se-
nior forward Sayon Charles 
stepped to the line and made 
two free throws. The second 
was disallowed because of a 
lane violation, and that set 
the stage for Wilson’s hero-
ics.

Senior forward Najee 
Larcher’s 15 points led Xaver-
ian. Charles chipped in 12. 
Jermaine Bishop paced Holy 
Cross with 15 points and Ja-
mael Horton added 13.

— Nazareth Senior Brittney Jackson on why her 
team lost to Murry Bergtraum

— St. Edmund star wing Nina DiCioccio 
on how her team beat perennial 

powerhouse Bishop Kearney 

Continued on page 56

IN THE MIDDLE: Xaverian’s Doyin Isaac drives past Holy Cross’ Elijah 
Harris. Photo by Caroll Alvarado

DENIED: Kearney’s Jen Kaye tries to shoot past St. Edmund’s Alexandra 
Jacques during the schools’ face-off on Jan. 16. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Xaverian winning 
streak snapped 

by buzzer-beater 

St. Edmund steps up
Eagles alone in fi rst after rout of Bishop Kearney
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T he Nets need to move 
on. 

News broke last 
week that Brooklyn Nets 
owner Mikhail Prokherov 
has hired an international 
investment bank to shop 
the team to perspective 
buyers. The team needs to 
be sellers with its roster as 
well.

It could come in season, 
after it, or following the 
eventual sale, but the cur-
rent Nets roster needs a 
shake up if the team plans 
on bringing a world title to 
Brooklyn. The Nets nearly 
began purging its stable of 
its current stars. But unlike 
the team, center Brook Lo-
pez was taken off the mar-
ket. 

Brooklyn was in talks 
with Oklahoma City for 
Kendrick Perkins and Jere-
mey Gibbs and with Char-
lotte on a deal that could 
have brought Coney Island 
native Lance Stephenson 
home. Lopez’s importance 
has decreased with the 
emergence of Mason Plum-
lee, and Lopez is certainly 
a player contending teams 
will want.

Lopez is the easiest and 
fi rst piece that needs to be 
moved. He has a year left 
on his contract where he 
is slated to make $16.7 mil-
lion in 2015. Nets coach Li-
onel Hollins has called Lo-
pez out for being lazy and 
wants him to toughen up. 
Moving Lopez is the fi rst 
step toward revamping the 
Nets’ roster and possibly 
taking some money off the 
payroll. 

This group of Nets, led 
by Lopez, Joe Johnson, 
and Deron Williams, has 
not lived up to the lofty ex-
pectations placed on them. 
Brooklyn was supposed to 
be a title contender last sea-
son after Prokherov broke 
the bank to stack the roster. 
The group has helped make 
Barclays Center a destina-
tion, but the best the team 
has done during its time in 
Brooklyn is a conference 
semifi nals appearance last 
season.    

This year’s version of the 

Nets (17–25) has been up and 
down and sits a game ahead 
of Charlotte and Detroit for 
the eighth and fi nal playoff 
spot in the East. Brooklyn 
is 2–8 in its last 10 games 
coming into this week. 

The contracts of Lopez, 
Johnson, Williams, and 
Kevin Garrett make it tough 
to fi ll in talent around the 
team, and the Nets traded 
away a wealth of draft picks 
in the trade with the Celtics 
two summers ago.

The franchise is allowed 
to make a run at the postsea-
son this year, and I’d never 
discourage a team from do-
ing that, but seventh and 
eight in the Eastern Confer-
ence is not what Brooklyn 
fans were promised — or 
deserve. 

With its owner jump-
ing ship, and valuable com-
modities on its roster, the 
Nets can’t let the chance to 
get something for Lopez or 
even an aging Garnett get 
away. Williams, if he can 
ever stay healthy, and John-
son can still be part of a 
championship winning ros-
ter, but the Nets need to get 
younger and more athletic 
players around them.

For the Nets, that means 
trades, and a very differ-
ent roster coming back for 
the 2015–16 season. The 
franchise is in the midst 
of a transition in the own-
er’s box, and it needs some 
changes on the bench as 
well.   

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Chris Hooper was falling down 
along the baseline as he let the 
ball go with the buzzer sound-
ing — but the last-gasp attempt 
by the St. Francis Brooklyn 
junior forward found nothing 
but net.

 The buzzer-beating bucket 
gave the Terriers men’s bas-
ketball team a thrilling 60–59 
victory over host St. Francis 
University (Pa.) in Northeast 
Conference play last Sunday 
afternoon. 

The fi nal play started with 
St. Francis Brooklyn down 59–
58 with seven seconds remain-
ing. Brent Jones dribbled the 
length of the fl oor and put up 
a fl oater along the right ride. 
Hooper tipped the weak side 
rebound to himself amid Red 
Flash defenders before getting a 
shot up in the nick of time. The 
basket was initially waved off 
as late, but a video review over-
turned that call, giving the Ter-
riers the bucket, and the win. 

Hooper downplayed his 
game winning heroics, saying 
he was just backing up Jones.

“I was just doing my job,” 
said Hooper, who had 11 points 
and six rebounds. “I knew that 
the play was for Brent to drive 
to the basket, and I needed to 
be in position to follow-up the 
shot. I had a good feeling that I 
got it off in time, and luckily I 

timed it right.”
The victory keeps St. Fran-

cis Brooklyn (11–8, 5–1) in fi rst 
place in the Northeast Confer-
ence. The Terriers squad won 
eight of its last nine games. 
Jones led the way against St. 
Francis University with 20 
points, including 13 in the 
second half. Tyreek Jewell 
chipped in 11 points. 

Jones scored six-straight 
points to give the Terriers a 
47–38 lead with 8:57 to go in 
the game. His three-pointers 
shortly afterwards made it 50–
39. But St. Francis Brooklyn 
could not put the game away. 

The Red Flash embarked on 
a 13–2 run to pull within 53–
52 with 3:47 remaining. Then 
Ollie Jackson made two free 
throws with seven ticks on the 
clock to put St. Francis Uni-
versity up by one. But Hooper 
made sure the advantage 
didn’t last. 

Blackbirds’ squandered 

big fi rst half: The Long Is-
land University men’s bas-
ketball team saw a 21-point 
fi rst-half lead get away in an 
eventual 61–54 loss to Mount 
St. Mary’s at Barclays Center 
last Sunday afternoon. 

Gerrell Martin paced the 
Blackbirds (6–11, 2–4) with a 
game-high 20 points. Martin 
Hermannsson added 10 points 
and Joel Hernandez had eight. 
Chris Martin paced Mount 
St. Mary’s (8–9, 2–4) with 15 
points. 

Long Island University 
led 25–4 with 6:13 to go in the 
fi rst half thanks to a 21–2 run 
that included nine points from 
Martin. The Blackbirds could 
not sustain the momentum af-
ter the break, and saw Mount 
St. Mary’s outscore it 42–25 in 
the second half. Junior Robin-
son tied the score with a three-
pointer at the 6:58 mark of the 
second half. Mount scored the 
next 10 points to take control 
of the contest and never let it 
go. 

BY PATRICK MCCORMACK 
It was a loss that left Nazareth 
doing some soul searching.

The Lady Kingsmen had a 
chance to end the long week-
end with a much-needed win, 
but blew a double-digit lead 
against Murry Bergtraum. It 
forced the Nazareth girls’ bas-
ketball team to take a hard 
look at itself after the 68–61 
loss at the Super Jam at Naza-
reth on Monday. 

Lady Kingsmen coach Ron 
Kelley groused that he saw his 
players all doing their own 
thing out on the court instead 
of following the game plan. 

“They are not listening to 
me,” said a frustrated Kelley. 
“They are not doing what I am 
asking them to do on defense, 
and they are not listening to 
what I am asking them to do 
on offense.”

The Lady Kingsmen’s 
downfall started midway 

through the third quarter. 
Murry Bergtraum went on a 
10–2 run behind fi ve points 
from Ardella Brown to cut the 
Nazareth lead to 46–44. Naza-
reth was able to extend its lead 
back to fi ve on a trey from Niya 
Johnson, but the Lady Blaz-
ers ended the quarter with a 
layup from Daisya Francis to 
make it 51–48. Kelley saw his 
team break from their game 
plan in this stretch. 

“They got selfi sh,” he said. 
“Quick shots started going up, 
starting fast breaks, started 
losing the lead.”

Bergtraum began the 
fourth quarter the way it 
ended the third. The Manhat-
tan school used a 10–2 run, 
which was capped off by a 
three-point play by Brown, to 
go ahead 58–53. Bergtraum 
was even without Seton 
Hall-bound guard Ashanae 
McLaughlin, who missed the 

game to be with her grand-
mother in the hospital.

Nazareth Senior Brittney 
Jackson, who was a member 
of last year’s squad that grad-
uated fi ve Division I players, 
knows this season’s group 
needs to get back on the same 

Hooper’s buzzer beater gives St. Francis thrilling win

DRIVE IT HOME: Shalix Hines 
drives for two points. 
 Photo by Steve Schnibbe

GAME WINNER: Chris Hooper’s 
buzzer beater gave St. Francis Col-
lege the win in a nail-biter over the 
weekend. 
 St. Francis College / Rafael Suanes

Terriers nail-biter 

Nazareth frustrated by Bergtraum

Change for Nets 
should go beyond 
the owner’s box 

Continued on page 56
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$2,500
up to 

BRING IN THIS VOUCHER TODAY!

To be used towards your 
�rst two �ar �ay�e�ts 
w�e� you buy �ro� us	
Voucher has no cash value and cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Current vehicle must be in equity position. All current incentives assigned to 
dealer. See store for details. Offer expires 1/31/2015

2740 Nostrand Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11210

s12101cs

Attention Local Residents!  
YOU MAY NOT HAVE TO MAKE YOUR NEXT TWO CAR PAYMENTS, 
come let Plaza Auto Mall make them for you!
��������	
����������	������������������������������������������������������	�����������������	���������������
�����
� ��	��������������!�������"#��$%#&�'���(�)���	����	 �������*����+$�&%%�������
������,�
����������*������
�
when you buy from us! Come check out our huge inventory of Hondas, Hyundais, Toyotas, and Acuras…as well 
as over 300 pre-owned cars! We are Brooklyn’s largest auto dealership, and that means if you need credit, WE 
CAN SHOW YOU AN APPROVAL!

I look forward to seeing you at any of our four locations on Nostrand Avenue in Brooklyn. And please DO NOT 
WAIT, this is a time sensitive o�er that e4pires on !anuary 3#, $0#&! Please call to schedule an appointment today 
at 855-979-0236.

Tony Urrutia 
General Manager 
Plaza Auto Mall 
2740 Nostrand Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11210 
855-979-0236
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
The Lincoln boys’ basketball 
team was understandably 
tired when it hit the court 
against Cardinal Hayes on 
Monday less than 24 hours af-
ter a hard-fought victory down 
in Washington D.C. But after 
two quarters of sluggish play, 
Railsplitters coach Kenny 
Pretlow appealed to his play-
ers at the half.

“I told them we can either 
say we played yesterday, got 
back late, we’re tired — or we 
can say that we have to elevate 
and pick ourselves up,” Pret-
low said. 

The team didn’t take the 
easy way out and make ex-
cuses, but instead burst onto 
the court with renewed en-
ergy after the break. 

Junior wing Jahlil Tripp 
scored 12 of his 14 points in 
the second half. The Railsplit-
ters’ star freshmen Paul Per-
son and Tyler Bourne then 
helped Lincoln pull away in 
the fourth quarter for a 55–52 
victory over Cardinal Hayes 
in the Big Apple Basketball In-
vitational at Baruch College 
on Monday afternoon. 

The win comes after Lin-
coln beat host Calvin Coolidge 
68–65 on Sunday afternoon at 
the Martin Luther King Clas-
sic in our nation’s capital. The 
team got home after midnight 
on Monday.    

“We didn’t have too much 
rest, and then had to get right 
back up and hop on the train 
to get here,” said Tripp, who 
also added six rebounds. “We 
were sluggish, but at halftime 
we talked and shook the jetlag 
off basically, and then came 
out and played Lincoln basket-
ball.” 

Person scored 14 points and 
Bourne had 11 for Lincoln. 
Ezekiel Charles also chipped 
in 11 points. Bourne ended 
each of the fi rst three quarters 
with a late basket, including a 
35-foot three-pointer to tie the 
score at 21–21 at the half. 

“That gave us more mo-
mentum because we started 
out the fi rst half playing bad,” 
Bourne said. “That gave us 
momentum to swing into the 
beginning of the third quar-
ter.”

Person took the baton from 
Bourne in the fourth and 
helped ignite an 11–0 run that 
put Lincoln up 40–31 with 5:11 
to go in the game. His three-
point play during the spurt 
was crucial because it fouled 
Hayes forward Kashif Davis 

(13 points) out of the contest. 
Hayes (9–5) was already thin 
on the front line with center 
A.K. Ojo out with a knee in-
jury. Getting Davis out of the 
game allowed the Railsplit-
ters, who played zone in the 
second half, to take further 
control of the boards.

“Once our offense got go-
ing, I knew we would be al-
right,” Pretlow said. 

The run ended with Person 
throwing a behind-the-back 
pass to Bourne for a three-
pointer. Hayes got within 
48–43 with 1:12 to play in the 
game, but Lincoln made its 
free throws down the stretch. 
The play of freshmen Person 
and Bourne this whole season 
is a big reason for Lincoln’s 
success, but Person takes his 
early success in stride.

“I don’t think about being 

a freshman,” Person said. “I 
just come out here and play 
basketball.”

Lincoln is now 17–2 — a 
record most people outside of 
Coney Island may not have ex-
pected with the number of star 
seniors Lincoln lost after last 
season. 

Things won’t get any eas-
ier with league games against 
South Shore and George West-
inghouse this week after a 
long but successful weekend, 
but the Railsplitters don’t plan 
to see this momentum halted.

“I think the beginning of 
the season we expected to play 
hard,” Tripp said. “We worked 
hard in the summer playing 
AAU, and got chemistry. We 
knew we were going to have 
a good season if we stuck to 
the game plan and played our 
game.”

Railsplitters shake off fatigue to beat Hayes  

JUMP SHOT: Nazareth’s Niya Johnson pulls up for an easy basket 
against Murry Bergtraum on Jan. 19. Photo by Steve Schnibbe

GOT IT: Lincoln’s Jahlil Tripp grabs a rebound against Cardinal Hayes at 
the Big Apple Invitational on Jan. 19. Photo by Robert Cole 

Lincoln’s second wind

Xaverian’s size was a 
problem for Holy Cross (8–7, 
4–4) to defend early in the 
game because Knights start-
ing forward Gerald Buncum 
was put in early foul trouble 
and sent to the bench. But 
the Clippers couldn’t seize 
the opportunities at the free-
throw line, going zero-for-6 
in the quarter, and trailed 
15–14 at the end of the fi rst 
quarter.

Xaverian (12–3, 6–3) 
started the second quar-
ter on a 7–2 run and seemed 
like it had fi gured out the 
Holy Cross defense, but free-
throw troubles again kept 
the Clippers from building 
on it. Holy Cross traded bas-
ket for basket with them and 
the Knights took a 39–38 lead 
into the fourth. 

The Clippers bounced 
back after the loss with a 
win over Mount St. Michael, 

though, and had already es-
tablished themselves as a 
team to be reckoned with 
during its 10-win run. Xaver-
ian beat two-time defending 
city champion Christ the 
King and Iona Prep during 
the streak. 

Continued from page 53 

XAVERIAN

page if it is going to have sus-
tained success. 

“We don’t listen to Coach 
Ron,” she said. “We are stub-
born. That’s why we are los-
ing games.”

Nazareth was able to cut 
the Lady Blazers’ lead on 
back-to-back baskets from 
Johnson and Erkyah Rus-
sell to make it 62–61, but Alex 
Smith, who had 24 points, 
iced the game for Murry 
Bergtraum with a three-
point play. 

Nazareth started the 
game off well, jumping out to 
a quick 16–8 advantage. The 
Lady Blazers responded with 
a 16–4 run to go ahead 24–20 
in the second quarter.

But the Lady Kingsmen 
came fi ghting right back be-

hind Johnson, who scored 22 
of her game-high 35 points in 
the fi rst half. She led a 13–3 
run, which was capped off 
with a trey at the end of the 
half to put Nazareth ahead 
33–27 at the break. Johnson 
couldn’t explain what hap-
pened to her scoring touch in 
the second half. 

“Honestly, I don’t know,” 
the junior said. 

Nazareth went ahead 44–
34 in the third on a three-point 
play from Russell, but things 
went downhill soon after, and 
frustration ultimately kicked 
in for a Lady Kingsmen team 
that had just fallen to National 
Christian Academy (D.C.) on 
Saturday. Kelley knows the 
team will have to start doing 
things his way if the results 
are going to improve. 

 “They are doing it their 
way and we are losing 
games.” Kelley said. 

Continued from page 54 

NAZARETH

ON HIS TAIL: Holy Cross’s Yannic 
Williams attempts to stop Xaver-
ian’s Xavier Mattone from going 
for the basket. 
 Photo by Caroll Alvarado
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888-847-1024

ELECTRIC POWER-
ASSISTED STEERING

PROJECTOR LASER-CUT 
HEADLAMPS

LED TAIL LAMPS

REARVIEW CAMERA
STANDARD

Auto, V6 3.5L, AWD, SYNC Voice System, Satellite Radio, 3rd Row Seating
Lease based on 24 mos w/$3,995 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at inception. 
$0 security deposit. 10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter.  MSRP $34,085, VIN FGB21330. Includes $1,750 
RCL Customer Cash & $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash.

New 2015 
FORD EXPLORER

LEASE A New 2015 FORD FUSION SE
Auto, 4 Cyl 2.5L, Aluminum Wheels, Bluetooth
Lease based on 24 mos w/$2,995 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 
bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. 
thereafter. MSRP $24,835, VIN FR121988. Includes $2,000 RCL 
Customer Cash & $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash. Must qualify for 
$1,000 Lease Conquest Cash.

ELE
ASS

PROJECTO
HEADLAMP

AMPS

W CAMERA
RD

5 AVAILABLE ENGINES
TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS

37 MPG GAS**
41 MPG HYBRID***up to

612 86TH STREET,  BROOKLYN, NY 11228
ONLINE 24/7 AT BAYRIDGEFORD.COM

$1,000 Lease Conquest Cash.

6
*Not all will qualify. Lessee may be responsible for excess wear and tear at lease end.  
See dealer for details. **2014 EPA estimate hwy for 1.5L 4 cyl EcoBoost engine. 
***2014 EPA estimate for 2.0L hybrid engine. †2014 EPA estimates. Actual mileage may vary.  
Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1017929. Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7111183. Lease offers expire 1/31/15.

Auto, 4 Cyl 2.5L, FWD, Bluetooth, Backup Camera, Cruise
Lease based on 24 mos w/$2,995 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at inception. $0 
security deposit. 10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter. MSRP $24,070, VIN FUA65879. Includes $1,750 RCL 
Customer Cash & $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash.

up CCamera CCCCr iuise

New 2015 
FORD ESCAPE S

Customer Cash & $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash.q

Auto, V6 3.5L, AWD, Bluetooth, Reverse Sensors, Spoiler
Lease based on 24 mos w/$2,995 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at inception.  
$0 security deposit. 10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter. MSRP $30,245, VIN EBB26725. Includes $3,750 
RCL Customer Cash & $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash.

h. Must qualify for $1,000 Lease Conquq y q

Sensors Spoiler

New 2014 
FORD EDGE SE

Our resolution: Sell               vehicles in          days!

Why choose a new

RESOLUTION
New Year’s
RESOLUTION
New Year’sNew Year’s
RESOLUTION

150 31
2015 Ford Fusion2015 Ford Fusion

per 
month

*$79

per mo lease 

*$99

per mo lease

*$149
*

per mo lease

$179
stem, Satellite Radio, 3rd Row Sea

f $ f

R

reafter. MSRP $30,245, VIN EBB26725.
uest Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 Leas
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612 86TH STREET,  BROOKLYN, NY 11228

ONLINE 24/7 AT BAYRIDGEFORD.COM

888-847-1024 See dealer for details. All taxes, tags, and fees not included. Subject to vehicle insurance and availability. 
Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1017929. Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7111183. Offers expire 1/31/15.

2009 Nissan Altima Coupe S 

CVT, 2.5L 4 Cyl, 
64,599 Miles, 
STK P1372
$12,995

2013 Nissan Versa S

Auto, 1.6L 4 Cyl, 
34,284 Miles, 
STK P1373
$10,995

2009 Nissan Murano S AWD

CVT, 3.5L V6, 
65,672 Miles, 
STK P1371

$13,995

2014 Ford Econoline Wagon
Auto, 5.4L V8, 
18,690 Miles, 
STK P1390

$24,995

A
18
S

$

2014 Ford Econoline Wagon 

Auto, 5.4L V8, 
24,286 Miles, 
STK P1393
$23,995

2014 Ford Econoline Wagon

Auto, 5.4L V8, 
18,880 Miles, 
STK P1395
$24,495

2014 Dodge Dart SXTg

$16,995

Auto, 2.4L 4 Cyl, 
14 Miles, 
STK P01101

2014 Dodge Journey SXT

$17,800

Auto, 3.6L V6, 
19,088 Miles, 
STK P0966

2012 Chrysler 200 Touring

$12,500

Auto, 2.4L 4 Cyl, 
39,261 Miles, 
STK T01068

2013 Chrysler 300C

$21,900

Auto, 5.7L V8, 
25,479 Miles, 
STK P01021

2014 Jeep Grand Cherokee

$22,300

Auto, 3.2L V6,
7,000 Miles, 
STK P01010

2012 Dodge Durango Citadel

$30,490

Auto, 3.6L V6, 
36,718 Miles, 
STK P01098

C O U N T Y B R O O K L Y N C H R Y S L E R . C O M

2286 Flatbush Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11234 866-753-0895

S A L E S  E V E N T
New Year’sNew Year’sNew Year’s

Our resolution: Sell               vehicles in          days!150 31

All taxes, tags, and fees not included. Subject to vehicle insurance and availability.  See dealer for details. 
Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1435478, Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7114167. Offers expire 1/31/15.


