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BY MAX JAEGER
The city may sue a promi-
nent ethnic organization for 
neglecting a landmarked 
building that it owns.

An attorney with the 
Landmarks Preservation 
Commission sent an e-mail 
to a Borough Hall staffer 
outlining the city’s plans to 
use the courts to push the 

Brooklyn Chinese-Amer-
ican Association, which 
owns the 68th Precinct Sta-
tion House and Stable in 
Sunset Park, to fi x up the 
crumbling buildings.

“Draft legal papers 
have been prepared to 
bring a lawsuit against the 
owners of the landmark 
and the matter has been 

referred to the New York 
City Law Department for 
legal action,” according 
to the e-mail, circulated 
by a Sunset Park activist. 
“Because the owner is a 
nonprofi t organization, I 
am hopeful that prior to 
a lawsuit commencing, 
or shortly after our fi rst 

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Taxpayers have shelled out nearly 
$25 million for wrongful convic-
tions obtained and upheld under 
former district attorney Charles 
Hynes, and the money could keep 
fl owing as his replacement con-
tinues to reinvestigate question-
able cases.

The city has paid out the cash 
as part of pre-litigation settle-
ments to people who spent de-
cades in prison only to have their 
convictions overturned during 
the past two years. With dozens 
more cases currently under re-
view by District Attorney Ken 
Thompson, that fi gure can only 
go up, way up, according to one 
longtime Hynes critic.

“Hynes’s reign of error will 
wind up costing the city of New 
York more than $600 million,” 
said John O’Hara, a lawyer who 
Hynes targeted in the 1990s with 
 New York’s second felony pros-
ecution for voting in the wrong 
district after that of Susan B. An-
thony . “It’s millions of dollars of 
taxpayer money and it is going to 
add up fast.”

BY MAX JAEGER
Poor street maintenance 
has put this Bath Beach bus 
stop on ice.

The sidewalk at a 
Cropsey Avenue bus stop is 
constantly covered in ice, 
according to locals, pos-
ing a hazard for riders and 
passersby. 

The problem is a col-

lapsed portion of the street 
by the curb, which creates 
a puddle that arriving B8 
buses splash onto the side-
walk, quickly building 
up layers of ice in frigid 
weather.

“Every time it rains, 
it fi lls with water and 
stays for days,” said Bath 

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 9Continued on page 9

Residents 
fi ghting for 
wood B’walk

BY VANESSA OGLE
Perhaps the future of the 
Riegelmann Boardwalk isn’t set 
in concrete. 

More than 100 locals and half 
a dozen elected offi cials turned 
out to demand that the city aban-
don its plan to convert the iconic 
wooden walkway into a cement 
pathway at an outdoor rally last 
Sunday.

One local elected offi cial, who 
is trying to keep the boards in the 
Boardwalk by  designating it a 
scenic landmark , said the Parks 
Department’s destruction of the 
Boardwalk is just another exam-
ple of the city’s history of neglect 
of Brighton Beach and Coney Is-
land. 

“This is an issue that runs 
far deeper than just wood ver-
sus concrete — this is an issue 
of disrespect to this Southern 
Brooklyn icon for too long,” said 

Continued on page 8

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 4 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

WHERE’S THE LOVE?: The 
city says a non-profi t is ne-
glecting the historic 68th 
Precinct stationhouse.

Alicia Kennedy will spin nothing but the saddest tunes at Passenger Bar on Roebling Street in Williamsburg on 
Jan. 28 at 8 pm, giving bar-goers a chance to be bummed but also leave the house. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Bus stop on ice City to sue for landmark repairs

Foes: Former 
DA Hynes 
costs city 
million$

‘BOARD’ MEETING

Cry and wine dance party
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Package Deal $995 Most Cars
New Car Look””

Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.
SATURDAY, 9 A.M.–3 P.M.

OPEN 
6 DAYS

BY VANESSA OGLE
Their love will live forever. 

Bride Terry Torres mar-
ried her longtime sweet-
heart Christopher Robin-
son in Manhattan Beach 
on Jan. 15, but the day was 
bittersweet. The ceremony 
was held at the Metropoli-
tan Jewish Health System 
Hospice Inpatient Unit. Rob-
inson is terminally ill.

But Torres said that even 
though their time together 
may be short, it is special. 

“We got to marry our 
best friend,” said Torres, 
who has been dating Rob-
inson for nearly four years.  
“It is kind of sad because, 
you know, we don’t know 
how much time we have to 
be together, but to be fi nally 
offi cially married, recog-
nized in law and in God’s 
eyes, it feels really good.”

The couple — whose 
2-year-old son Christopher, 
Jr., was the ring bearer — 
found out that Robinson 

had terminal cancer when 
he was undergoing surgery 
last year to remove bul-
lets after he was shot in a 
random assault. After the 
surgery, Robinson was di-
agnosed in June with met-
astatic medullary renal 
cell cancer and the couple 
moved from their home in 
Albany to the Manhattan 
Beach medical facility for 
treatment — but Torres said 
they both already knew that 
his prognosis was dim. 

“At this point — since it’s 
so aggressive — it is only a 
couple weeks to two months 
at most,” she said. 

But the dire diagno-
sis didn’t stop the couple 
from celebrating their big 
day, which Torres said was 
made even more special by 
the hospice staff who deco-
rated the center. 

“As I’m walking in I see 
the place is so beautiful 
— it is decked out in bal-
loons and fl owers and re-

freshments,” said Torres. 
“If it wasn’t for MJHS, we 
wouldn’t have had such a 
beautiful ceremony.”

She said the ceremony 
was interrupted a few times 
by Robinson’s health com-
plications, but ultimately 
the couple ended the day on 
a sweet note. 

“We said our vows and 
we were about to cut the 
cake and his IV was drip-
ping blood and we were like, 
‘Oh gosh,’ ” she said. “But 
we did it, we cut the cake.”

Terry said her husband, 
who usually has trouble 
standing by himself, was so 
happy to see her in her wed-
ding dress that he jumped 
up — and she will always 
cherish the memories they 
made on their special day. 

“When he laid eyes on 
me he just stood up, and it 
was like we were the only 
people in the room that mat-
tered, and the earth was 
still,” she said. 

Cancer-stricken shooting victim marries best friend

TOGETHER FOREVER: Bride Terry Torres kisses her groom Christopher Robinson, who is terminally 
ill, at their wedding ceremony at the Metropolitan Jewish Health System Hospice Inpatient Unit in 
Manhattan Beach on Jan. 15. Metropolitan Jewish Health System

Everlasting love
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
The Atlantic Yards mod squad is back in action.

Fifty-fi ve of the 157 workers who helped con-
struct the modular tower abutting Barclays Cen-
ter are back in action now that Forest City Rat-
ner has re-opened its plant at the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard. The factory where the building blocks 
are made for the city’s fi rst modular residential 
tower in the mega-development formerly known 
as Atlantic Yards  was shuttered after a contract 
dispute between Forest City and the Swedish 
construction giant Skanska . But now,  Forest 
City holds the reins , and the workers say they’re 
glad to be back.

“I was heartbroken when work stopped,” said 
Dominic Hackshaw, a carpentry foreman who 
started picking up side jobs when the factory 
work halted. “I’m 100 percent in on this thing. If 
you tell people I helped put up the fi rst modular 
building in the area, that means something.”

An executive with Forest City said hiring 
back the same workers — the company claims to 
be reaching out to the remaining scores — was 
an important way to ensure things get moving 
quickly.

“When the factory closed, work was going re-
ally well,” said Bob Sanna. “The workers had all 
developed the skill sets they needed.”

And not having to train a new workforce 
would also speed things up, according to the fac-
tory’s chief.

“It’s a lot better when people know what 
they’re supposed to be doing,” said Roger Kru-
lak. “All these guys had been here long enough 
to know, and that gives us a huge leg up.”

The tower, named B2, is located at Flatbush 
Avenue and Dean Street. Forest City says the 
building will top out at 32 stories and contain 
363 apartments, half of which will rent for below 
the market rate. Construction of the building 
using modular technology was seen as a gamble 
when it broke ground in 2012. But the company 
insisted the technique would be fast and effec-
tive. 

Last year,  Skanska called those assertions 
into question when it sued Forest City in Sep-
tember  for $50 million in cost overruns it attri-
butes to design fl aws. The company even claims 
in court documents that the completed building 
could leak at the joints where the modules come 
together.

Sanna said there is no problem with the Lego-
like blueprints.

“We really feel that the technology works re-
ally well,” he said. “From a process point of view, 
we’re doing it the same way we were before. 
None of the design or production methods has 
changed.”

And he believes modular construction is at 
the vanguard of urban construction.

“The entire construction industry is notic-
ing that it’s time for a change in the construction 
process,” Sanna said. “Prefab is going to be a big 
part of that.”

The sprawling Navy Yard facility resembles 
a factory where trailers are being made, with a 
que of B2 building blocks being worked on by dif-

Forest City reopens the Navy Yard factory where it is building a skyscraper

BACK TO WORK: (Left) Dominic Hackshaw, a carpentry foreman, is back 
at work in the Navy Yard factory after a three-month work stoppage. (Top 
and above) Each module is a mini-construction site that, when hoisted into 
the building frame, will become part of a story.  Photos by Jason Speakman

BACK ON THE BLOCKS

ferent crews in various stages. 
It looks less like an assembly 
line than a bunch of individ-
ual construction sites. Each 
fl oor of the completed struc-
ture will be made of around 
36 modules which are all 

made at the same time. Alto-
gether, about 931 blocks will 
be needed.

The tower stands at 10 sto-
ries so far, and Forest City 
expects work to resume on 
the site in the coming weeks. 

But the next modules will not 
be hoisted into position until 
sometime in the late spring. 
Workers are toiling away at 
fl oors 11 and 12 on the factory 
fl oor right now.

Even with all the hang-

ups, Hackshaw said he never 
considered walking away 
from the modular venture.

“It’s bad karma to drop a 
job and go in another direc-
tion,” he said. “You just don’t 
do it.”

BY DANIELLE FURFARO
Someone shot two teenagers near 
their Williamsburg high school 
Tuesday afternoon, just before the 
fi nal bell, police said.

The goon opened fi re on a 
14-year-old girl and 17-year-old boy 
around 3 pm on Grand Street be-
tween Bushwick Avenue and Hum-
boldt Street, according to the au-
thorities. The girl got hit in the leg 
and the boy in the arm, and emer-
gency medical personnel trans-
ported them to Bellevue Hospital 
Center in Manhattan for treatment, 

offi cers said.
The shooting occurred half a 

block from Progress High School 
for Professional Careers, the fi -
nal period of which ends at 3:37 
pm, according to its website. The 
period prior ends at 2:47, the site 
says.

Police said that they did 
not have a description of the 
shooter or the condition of the 
victims. 

No one answered calls placed 
to the school on Tuesday after-
noon.

High-schoolers shot near school

ON THE JOB: Police offi cers investigate the Grand Street 
scene where someone shot two teens on Tuesday after-
noon. Photo by Stefano Giovannini
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Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-sculpting 
procedure designed to remove fat and contour the body without invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to continue 
your daily activities without interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing the Low Level Laser 

(FDA cleared for laser body contouring to emulsify fat which then 
releases into the interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through 
the body during its normal course of detoxification. The ZERONA® 
procedure was proven through a double-blind, randomized, 
multi-site, and placebo controlled study in which patients average 
loss of 3.64 inches, and some lost as much as 9 inches compared to 
the placebo group that lost only half an inch.

BECOME A NEW YOU IN THE NEW YEAR!
“What if I told you this cutting-edge device could melt inches off your waist and keep 
them off for good.”             —  Doctor Oz  talking about the ZERONA® LipoLaser

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, hips and 
thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight loss program — we 
are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off excess water weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  
WORKSHOPS

When: Tuesday, Jan. 27 & Feb. 3 at 6:15
Where: ZERONA® Laser of New York

5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn
Cost: FREE ($79 value) 

Call: (718) 234-6212

FLIPFLIP
BY NOAH HUROWITZ

A Greenwood Heights cop is 
trying to oust longtime po-
lice union head Pat Lynch as 
Lynch battles City Hall.

The Patrolmen’s Benev-
olent Association election 
challenge is the fi rst the 
outspoken union executive 
has faced in more than a 
decade. It is being mounted 
by Brian Fusco, a 27-year 
veteran of the 72nd Pre-
cinct, which serves Green-
wood Heights, Sunset Park, 
and Windsor Terrace, with 
the help of scandal-tarred 
Bronx cops accused of fi x-
ing tickets. At a press con-
ference on Tuesday in front 
of the precinct’s station 
house, Fusco said Lynch is 
all style and no substance 
when it comes to represent-
ing the NYPD’s 24,000 rank-
and-fi le offi cers.

“When Pat gets in front of 
a mic he’s very well-spoken, 
he gets very angry, he gets 
red in the face, everything 

sounds great, and he ral-
lies the troops behind him,” 
said Fusco, who has been 
a union trustee for eight 
years. “Unfortunately when 
Pat steps away from the mi-
crophone, that’s where it 
ends. He never has a plan, 
never has a follow-through 
for everything he says.” 

Fusco and his allies, also 
including East New York of-
fi cer and union operative 
John Giangrasso, are calling 
themselves the Strengthen 
the Shield slate, and their 
main gripe is the four and 
a half years beat cops have 
gone without a contract.

“Pat Lynch and his team 
have failed to get us a con-
tract in almost half a de-
cade,” Fusco said. “There is 
no reason policemen who put 
themselves in harm’s way 
every day should be walking 
around for almost fi ve years 
without a contract. It is com-
pletely unacceptable.”

Lynch has been president 

of the union since 1999, and 
Fusco’s insurgent campaign 
is the fi rst election challenge 
since 2003, when Lynch de-
feated an opponent by 70 per-
cent. Contract negotiations 
recently went to arbitration.

Lynch has made inter-
national headlines during 
the past month by blaming 
Mayor DeBlasio for the mur-
der of two police offi cers in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, say-
ing he and anti-police-bru-
tality protesters had blood 
on their hands. During his 
mayoral campaign, DeBla-
sio pledged to rein in the use 
of the controversial stop, 
question, and frisk tactic; 
as mayor he aligned himself 
with Rev. Al Sharpton; and 
following a grand jury’s De-
cember decision not to in-
dict the cop who killed Gow-
anus native Eric Garner, he 
did not comment directly 
on the case, but related tell-
ing his teenage son, who is 
mixed-race, to be careful 

around the police. DeBla-
sio also hired Bill Bratton, 
pioneer of CompStat and 
so-called “broken windows 
policing,” to the post of po-
lice commissioner, and ef-
fusively praised the depart-
ment through much of his 
fi rst year in offi ce.

Before DeBlasio, Lynch 
 demanded that taxpayer 
funding be pulled from Fort 
Greene’s Museum of Contem-
porary African Diasporan 
Arts over art   he said “pro-
motes hate”  against police 
offi cers. And in 2004, when 
then-commissioner Ray 
Kelly  said there appeared 
to be “no justifi cation”  for 
the  police shooting of Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant teen Timo-
thy Stansbury, Jr , Lynch de-
manded that Kelly resign.

Lynch denied a role in a 
recent citywide work slow-
down within the NYPD, and 
rejected assertions by City 
Hall and media commenta-
tors that his attacks on De-

Blasio are mostly meant to 
leverage a better contract.

Fusco was light on de-
tails about how he would 
do the job differently, and 
his slate comes with its 
own baggage, in the form 
of criminal indictments 
against his vice presiden-
tial candidates, Michael 
Hernandez and Joseph An-
thony. The two are accused 
in connection with the 2011 
ticket-fi xing scandal that 
swept up 16 offi cers. Fusco 
said the ongoing prosecu-

tions are another example 
of Lynch’s lacking leader-
ship, and expressed hope 
that the charges will go 
away by the time the union 
ballots go out in May.

“Pat Lynch stood in front 
of the Bronx Supreme Court 
and put on a great show as 
usual, but three years later 
nothing has been done” he 
said. “We’re very optimis-
tic that these offi cers are 
wrongfully accused. It will 
be taken care of by then and 
it won’t even be an issue.”

Brooklyn cop hopes to unseat combative PBA chief

FACE OF DISSENT: Brian Fusco arrives at a press conference in 
Sunset Park to announce his challenge against police union head 
Pat Lynch. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Police union challenge
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It’s All About Family!
Have you Protected Them?

If Crisis Strikes, You Risk:

Proper Planning Ensures You:

iPlugTM  Planning Protects Your Family From:

Discover:

Life is Complicated Enough. Protecting Your Family Shouldn’t Be...

JANUARY 2015 SEMINAR SCHEDULE

To reserve a seat, please call 718-514-2066 or log on to our website at www.aljlaw.com

JANUARY 27, 2015
9:00 am to 11:00 am

Kouros Bay Diner
3861 Nostrand Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11235

JANUARY 28, 2015
10:00 am to 12:00 pm

Lenny’s Clam Bar & Restaurant
161-03 Cross Bay Blvd.

Howard Beach, NY 11414

6:30 pm to 8:30 pm
 

L. Jaloza & Associates
71-27 Myrtle Avenue
Glendale, NY 11385

JANUARY 29, 2015
10:00 am to 12:00 pm

My Kitchen
106-17 Metropolitan Avenue

Forest Hills, NY 11385

6:30 pm to 8:30 pm

Jaloza & Associates
71-27 Myrtle Avenue
Glendale, NY 11385



BR
OO

KL
YN

 W
EE

KL
Y, 

JA
N. 

25
, 2

01
5

6

Hynes ruled as Brook-
lyn’s top lawman from 1990 
until Thompson beat him 
by a landslide in 2013. Dur-
ing Hynes’s reign, oppo-
nents frequently accused 
him of targeting political 
opponents and looking the 
other way for allies, includ-
ing accused child molest-
ers in the ultra-Orthodox 
Jewish community. 

Also under Hynes, Det. 
Louis Scarcella and star 
prosecutor Michael Vecchi-
one put away dozens of peo-
ple on murder charges, sev-
eral of whom have alleged 
Scarcella coerced witnesses, 
induced false confessions, 
and hid evidence. Thomp-

son has  assembled a team 
to review possible wrongful 
convictions , starting with 
Scarcella’s cases, and has al-
ready overturned 11 convic-
tions, including fi ve Scar-
cella helped obtain.

On Jan. 13, Comptroller 
Scott Stringer announced 

a $17 million pretrial set-
tlement with the estate of 
three half brothers, one of 
them deceased, who were 
 wrongly convicted of mur-
der in a pair of shootings 
in the 1980s, before Hynes 
took offi ce . Robert Hill and 
Alvena Jennette were ex-
onerated in May and their 
half-brother Darryl Aus-
tin, who died in prison, 
had his conviction post-
humously tossed out. The 
payout came on top of the 
February, 2014 settlement 
of $6.4 million for David 
Ranta, who spent 23 years 
in prison for a murder he 
didn’t commit.

A lawyer for  Derrick 
Hamilton , another man 
recently exonerated of a 
murder rap brought by 
Scarcella and upheld un-

der Hynes, said taxpay-
ers should get used to see-
ing new settlements, and 
pointed out massive sums 
have already been spent 
obtaining and defending 
bogus convictions.

“I’m sure that each one 
of these cases implicates 
millions and millions of 
dollars,” said Ilya Novofas-
tovsky, who runs the Novo 
Innocence Project. “Just 
imagine over the years how 
much taxpayer money was 
wasted to put the wrong 
people in prison.”

On top of the settlement 
costs, the amount prosecu-
tors spent, and continue to 
make in retirement, should 
be considered as part of the 
overall toll Hynes’s tenure 
took, O’Hara said. O’Hara 
estimated that felony tri-

als cost the city about half 
a million dollars a pop, 
and by 2013, his last year 
in offi ce, Hynes was tak-
ing home $189,460 a year 
according to the website 
SeeThroughNY.

Stringer is doing what 
he can to mitigate the dam-
age. Ranta had originally 
sued for $150 million, and 
the settlements, for him 
and for the brothers and 
their mother, are supposed 
to save the city money 
by avoiding costly trials, 
while also doing the right 
thing, Stringer said.

“There are a lot of these 
cases, and many more could 
come to our offi ce,” he said. 
“We are untangling a com-
plicated era in the city’s 
history. We have a profes-
sional legal team looking 

at the merits of each claim 
and we are trying to do 
our best to balance the fi s-
cal needs of the city while 
working with potentially 
innocent people.”

But even with the dis-
counted settlements, city lead-
ers should be prepared to pony 
up many more tens of millions 
of dollars as Scarcella cases 
unravel under scrutiny by 
Thompson’s review unit, and 
without complaining, Novo-
fastovsky said.

“Wrongful convictions 
leave signifi cant carnage,” 
he said. “If they don’t want 
to pay out they should stop 
wrecking people’s lives.”

Robert Hill Schwartz, a 
lawyer for Hynes, chuckled 
at the mention of O’Hara’s 
name, then declined to com-
ment.

Continued from page 1 

HYNES

This newspaper is not responsible for typographical errors in ads beyond the cost of the space occupied by the error. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2015 by Courier Life Publications, Inc., a sub sidiary 
of News Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. The content of this newspaper is protected by Federal copyright law. This newspaper, its advertisements, articles and photographs may not be reproduced, 
either in whole or part, without permission in writing from the publisher except brief portions for purposes of review or commentary consistent with the law. Postmaster, send address changes to Courier 
Life Publications, Inc., One MetroTech North, 10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

LIVES IN THE BALANCE: For-
mer district attorney Charles 
Hynes’s convictions are under 
scrutiny. 
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
The commish is sticking to 
his guns.

The city’s top cop rein-
forced his support for so-
called broken-windows 
policing in the wake of a po-
lice work slowdown, during 
which beat cops drastically 
reduced the number of tick-
ets and minor arrests. 

Police Commissioner 
Bill Bratton defended his 
signature policy of aggres-
sive policing of minor of-
fenses at a Downtown event 
hosted by the Brooklyn 
Chamber of Commerce on 
Jan. 15 at MetroTech, say-
ing that most “quality of 
life” arrests are the result 
of neighbor complaints.

“The vast majority of 
quality-of-life enforcement 
is at your request,” Bratton 
said.

In the wake of the mur-
der of two offi cers in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant in Decem-

ber, Bratton was  caught 
between Mayor DeBlasio 
and police union leaders, 
who accused the mayor of 
helping to foment an envi-
ronment of anger and vio-
lence toward cops. Police at 
funerals for two murdered 
offi cers turned their backs 
on the mayor in protest, and 
beat cops all but stopped 
enforcement for minor of-
fenses, according to police 
data.

The slowdown appears 
to be over, and on Thursday 
Bratton said that summons 
numbers were back to just 
10 percent below what he 
called normal levels. The 
city may not have fallen 
apart during the period in 
which police refused to en-
force quality-of-life laws, 
but the commissioner re-
affi rmed his belief in the 
power of broken-windows 
policing.

“Quality-of-life enforce-
ment is what saved this city 
back in the ’90s,” said Brat-

ton. “It is every bit as impor-
tant to us as violent crime.”

Bratton made his name 
in the early 1990s tackling 
subway crime as head of the 
transit police under Mayor 
Dinkins, and then driv-
ing down lawlessness city-
wide as Mayor Giuliani’s 
fi rst police commissioner, 
by clamping down on petty 
offenses along with major 
crimes. Back in power un-
der Mayor DeBlasio, Brat-
ton returned to the same 
tactics, notably cracking 
down on subway dancers 
and sellers of untaxed ciga-
rettes. 

Critics say broken-win-
dows policing disproportion-
ately targets communities of 
color and strain relationships 
with police. 

The policy came under 
sharp criticism during the 
weeks of protests that fol-
lowed the announcement 
that an officer who killed 
Eric Garner on Staten Is-
land — as officers said they 

were trying to stop him on 
suspicion of selling loose 
cigarettes — would avoid 
charges. But Bratton said 
that with a more nuanced 
enforcement and a better 
public understanding of 
the policy, he believes the 
police can strengthen re-
lations with the commu-
nity.

“People want us to pay 
attention to the things that 
affect their neighborhoods, 
their streets, their parks, 
and their schools” he said. 
“We will go where we are 
asked to go, and we will deal 
with the incidents we are 
asked to deal with, but we 
will try to the best of our 
ability to do it in partner-
ship, and in ways that solve 
problems rather than create 
them.”

Bratton received a stand-
ing ovation from the Cham-
ber crowd following his 
speech.

Top cop promises to keep up enforcement of minor offenses during talk with Chamber

ANY QUESTIONS?: Police commissioner Bill Bratton speaks to 
reporters after the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce breakfast in 
Downtown last Thursday morning. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Bratton defends broken-windows policy
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local Doctor Treats Herniated And Bulging Discs, 

Sciatica, And Serious Low Back Pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 back 

surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons perform at least 

100,000 operations for lumbar disc disease alone, and ortho-

pedic surgeons perform a similar number. It is estimated that 

between 20% and 40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country are racing to 

acquire and get trained to operate the DRX9000TM…an FDA 

approved device that is saving thousands of Americans suffer-

ing from chronic back pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back pain without 

surgery explains how the DRX9000TM works... “Over 10 years 

ago, NASA began to notice an unexpected result of space 

travel - Astronauts that left with back pain would come back 

without it. After investigated this now phenomenon here’s 

what they found: During the anti-gravity state of the mission 

there were decompressive forces on the intervertebral discs 

and back pain was relieved. How? When you travel through 

space, the effects of gravity are removed and you are in a 

weightless state. All the pressure is taken off your spine and 

discs. Even better - and this is the key - a negative pressure 

is created. This negative pressure actually sucks the herniated 

material back into the disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to 

the DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally have a non-

surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has documented suc-

cess with are back pain, sciatica, herniated and/or bulging 

discs (single or multiple), degenerative disc disease, facet 

syndromes and a relapse or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new FDA approved 

solution to back pain or to set up an appointment for a free 

consultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 718-234-6207 or visit 

Brooklyn Spine Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 

11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Relieves Back Pain

DRX9000TM
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CATERERS

Offering 
dinner, cocktail 

and 
buffet options

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228  718–331–2900  www.siricos.net

Councilman Mark Trey-
ger (D–Coney Island), who 
also criticized the Park 
Department’s rationale 
of using concrete because 
it would be cheaper than 
wood. “Would anyone dare 
to suggest that we convert 
the grass in Central Park 
to fake grass in the name of 
cost saving?”

The reconstruction of 
the Boardwalk  began in No-
vember,  and is expected to 
be completed in the summer 
of 2016. The Parks Depart-
ment said the new pathway 
will be a concrete strip with 
plastic slats running along-
side a 10-foot-wide lane for 
emergency vehicles. In ad-
dition to being cheaper than 
wood, according to Parks, 
the department also said 
the plastic and cement will 
make the walkway more 
“sustainable,” because the 
boards used in the origi-
nal Boardwalk were tropi-
cal hardwoods source from 
rainforests.

But board-boosters call 
that rationale a straw man, 
since specially treated 

wood from domestic for-
ests would be as durable as 
tropical hardwoods.

Residents were also 
outraged that the city has 
refused to do an Environ-
mental Impact study on the 
possible effects the new de-
sign would have in severe 
weather. One local activist 
said that small segments 
of the Boardwalk that the 
city had already converted 

to concrete didn’t protect 
coastal residents as well as 
the wooden portions from 
the storm surge of Hurri-
cane Sandy.  

“One of the things that no 
one has really spoken about 
is safety,” said Brighton 
Beach resident Ida Sanoff. 
“And we saw a tremendous 
difference in storm surge 
… where there were con-
crete sections as opposed to 

wooden sections.”
Councilman Chaim 

Deutsch called on Mayor 
DeBlasio to scrap the con-
crete conversion project in 
the name of public safety.

“Hurricane Sandy’s dev-
astation indicated to the 
waterfront neighborhoods 
that the Boardwalk is cur-
rently the only barrier 
from future storm surges,” 
he said in a statement after 

the rally. “Public safety is 
the paramount issue here, 
and I am appealing to the 
Administration to ensure 
the safety and security of 
my constituents.”

Another resident com-
plained that the city re-
peatedly delayed holding 
public meetings about the 
Boardwalk so by the time 
residents were invited to 
discuss their concerns at a 

last-minute meeting at the 
end of December,  it was al-
ready too late . 

 “Even as they’re ask-
ing our opinions, they’re 
ripping out the boards,” 
said Rob Burstein, the 
president of the Coney-
Brighton Boardwalk Alli-
ance. “That is an absurd 
concept of community con-
sultation.”

The project, which be-
gan under the Bloomberg 
administration, had resi-
dents and elected offi cials 
calling on DeBlasio to 
change course.

“Mayor DeBlasio, 
you’ve got to change the 
plan,” said Public Advo-
cate Tish James. “You’re 
a new administration, 
you’ve got to put your 
stamp on it and you’ve got 
to promise the people that 
you have to come to them 
fi rst, and respect their 
wishes and what they are 
wishing right now is for 
wood — solid wood.”

James said the seaside 
staple would feel dead with-
out its distinctive boards. 

“I argue that concrete is 
left for sidewalks and cem-
eteries — and this is a place 
full of life,” said James. 

Continued from page 1 

BOARDWALK

THE PEOPLE HAVE POWER: (Above) Arlene Brenner, a wooden 
Boardwalk advocate, said the city needs to listen to the residents’ 
pleas. (Right) Councilman Mark Treyger challenges Mayor DeBla-
sio to scrap the Bloomberg-era plan to pave Coney Island’s iconic 
Boardwalk. 
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Beacher Angelo Arena. 
“Then every time the bus 
comes, it pushes the wa-
ter on the sidewalk, and as 
soon as it gets cold, it’s a 
sheet of ice. Somebody’s go-
ing to walk off that bus and 
break their head.”

The permafrost path-
way is in front of the bus 
stop on the south side of 
the road between Bay 17th 
Street and 18th Avenue. 
There is also a senior resi-
dence nearby, increasing 

the danger from the icy 
sidewalk.

A Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority spokes-
woman said the matter is 
the Department of Trans-
portation’s responsibility, 
and the department did not 
return multiple requests 
for a comment.

But Councilman Vin-
cent Gentile (D–Bay Ridge) 
is on the case, according to 
his offi ce.

“We are in touch with 
DOT and working to 
get this fixed,” said his 
spokesman Justin Bran-
nan.

Dangerous sidewalks — 
especially those adjacent to 
city property — are a liabil-
ity not only for pedestrians, 
but for taxpayers as well.

The city paid $39 mil-
lion to settle 2,033 claims 
against the city for “defec-
tive sidewalks” in 2012, 
 according to information 
from the Comptroller’s of-
fi ce . 

Sidewalk accidents 
were the third most fre-
quently filed type of 
personal injury claim 
against the city — and the 
fifth most expensive, the 
report found.

Continued from page 1 

BUS STOP

CIRCLE OF ICE: When busses pull up to the stop at Cropsey Avenue and Bay 17th Street, they splash 
water from a permanent puddle onto the sidewalk, which freezes and leaves the walkway slippery. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

court appearance, the 
owner will sell the land-
mark to someone who will 
be able to quickly obtain 
permits and make the nec-
essary repairs.”

 The Brooklyn Chinese-
American Association 
purchased the building for 
$125,000 in 1999, property 
records show.  

The group hoped to open 
a community center there 
but couldn’t come up with 
the cash to fi x the crum-
bling buildings, according 
to a 2012 Daily News arti-
cle.

The association did not 
return multiple requests 
for comment.

The city is not trying to 
push the association out of 
the building, a Landmarks 
spokeswoman said, only to 
get the necessary repairs 
done soon.

“The commission does 
not have a preference 
whether the work is done 
by current owner or a new 
owner, as long as its done 
in a timely fashion,” said 
spokeswoman Damaris 
Olivo.

The city considered su-
ing in 2012, but the associ-
ation said it was planning 
to sell the building. With 
no movement on that front, 
the city is again pursuing 
legal action against the as-
sociation — as a last resort, 
Olivo said.

“As there have been no 
developments in the sale 
of the building, the com-
mission must now move 
forward to protect and pre-
serve this landmark,” she 
said. “Sending a matter to 
the Law Department is only 
done after extensive efforts 
are made to have the owner 
voluntarily repair his or 
her building.”

The buildings on Fourth 
Avenue between 43rd and 

44th streets were erected in 
1886 and last used in 1970. 
 The city designated them 
landmarks in 1983.  Land-
marked buildings cannot 
be demolished, but some 
landlords allow the build-
ings to deteriorate beyond 
repair in order to sell the 
land to developers.

The commission is cur-
rently pursuing 30 cases of 
potential demolition by ne-
glect, but most are resolved 
before they go to court, a 
spokeswoman said.

Preservation group 
Sunset Park Restoration 
asked Borough Hall to 
urge the commission to 
protect the building, and 
its leader said he is now 
confident in the build-
ing’s future.

“The members of Sun-
set Park Restoration are 
very pleased that this may 
fi nally signal the end of 
their worries about losing 
the building,” said activist 
Tony Giordano.

Continued from page 1 

STATION C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

For Reservations 718-998-4222
LUNCH SERVED 11:30 - 4 PM

DINNER SERVED 4 - 10 PM

2926 Avenue S  Marine Park

www.buckleyscaterers.com

Enjoy the 

BIG 
GAME 

at Buckley’s
$5 apps and $2 beer at the bar

Complimentary Buffet at Half Time
Brunch reservations also available

Served 11:30am-3:00pm
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WINE BY THE GLASS

718.745.0222 
7305 3RD AVENUE, BKLYN, NY 11209 

WWW.VESUVIOBAYRIDGE.COM

BIG GAME
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World Class Orthopaedic Care at our State-of-the-Art Facility: 
761 Merrick Avenue   Westbury   516.357.8777

Manhattan | Brooklyn | Queens | Nassau | Suffolk

Learn more and schedule an appointment online nyspine.com
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