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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Bigfoot might live in Pros-
pect Park!

A Fort Greene videog-
rapher claims to have shot 
footage showing the legend-
ary Sasquatch lumbering 
around a wooded area of 
Brooklyn’s backyard near 
the Prospect Park Zoo dur-

ing Monday’s snowstorm. 
“I don’t know what it is, 

but it looks like Bigfoot,” 
a man going by the name 
Russell Strark said. “I don’t 
know what to say, man, I’ve 
never seen something like 
this.”

Strark said he was 
working to launch a You-

Tube channel featuring 
time-lapse videos of Brook-
lyn and had set up several 
cameras to catch the snow-
fall on Monday. But he said 
he never bargained for 
what turned up on one of 
the memory cards.

The clip shows a still for-

BY VANESSA OGLE
Speeding is one crime that does 
pay — the city, that is. 

A Sheepshead Bay speed cam-
era (inset) that was installed last 
July has issued nearly 50,000 tick-
ets in the past six months, gener-
ating about $2.4 million for the 
city in 2014, according to statis-
tics obtained by this paper from 

the Depart-
ment of Trans-
portation.    

The cam-
era — which is 
near a fenced-
off location 
by Abraham 
Lincoln High 

School — is at the Belt Parkway 
exit ramp on the Shore Parkway 
near Ocean Avenue. The depart-
ment said the camera is part of 
Mayor DeBlasio’s Vision Zero plan, 
which aims to eliminate traffi c fa-
talities, especially near schools. 
But an elected offi cial who has 
been fi ghting the camera’s place-
ment for months said the camera 
serves no public-safety purpose 
and is simply a speed trap.

“There are no children cross-

BY MAX JAEGER
Bay Ridge’s most crowded 
trucking corridor could 
face a deluge of even more 
vehicles if a long-stalled 
freight-tunnel project suc-
ceeds in connecting the 
neighborhood to the New 
Jersey waterfront, the Port 
Authority revealed to local 
leaders at Borough Hall last 

week.
The Port Authority and 

the Federal Highway Com-
mission are reviving a de-
cades-old plan to build a 
freight tunnel under New 
York Harbor in an effort 
to reduce truck traffi c 
elsewhere in the region by 
sending more rail and big 

Continued on page 10
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Cuomo defends his snowstorm subway closure 
BY NOAH HUROWITZ

On Tuesday morning Gov. An-
drew Cuomo defended his deci-
sion to suspend subway service 
overnight on Monday, in the wake 
of revelations that the trains ran 
empty all night, and charges that 
the move ran against common 
sense.

The storm that meteorologists 
predicted would dump two-to-
three feet of snow on Brooklyn 
wound up leaving a mere four-
to-six inches on the borough, but 
subway service was not restored 
until around noon, and many 
Brooklynites opted to stay home, 
leaving stores closed and subway 
platforms sparsely populated. 
Cuomo said his call to keep pas-
sengers out of the city’s train sys-
tem for the fi rst time ever during 
a snowstorm came out of an abun-
dance of caution.

“My attitude is if there’s a 
lean one way or another, if you 
will, lean toward safety,” he said. 
“I’ve seen the consequences the 
other way, and it gets very fright-
ening very quickly. I’ve seen 
people put in extraordinarily 

Continued on page 8
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A video shot on Tuesday 
morning may prove Bigfoot 
is a Brooklyn-loving hipster. 
 YouTube / Russell Stark

Sara Gavryck-Ji of Park Slope and her son Kai are ready to hit the park for some sledding with their dog Frida on 
Jan. 26. For more on the snow, see page 2. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Ridge fears train plan Is that Bigfoot in Bklyn?

Brooklyn’s 
$2.4-million 
speed cam

TRAINS IN VAIN

Mush!
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Somebody call a party plan-
ner.

The city must do some-
thing to ensure the dig-
nitaries and party people 
attending the Democratic 
National Convention at 
Barclays Center don’t turn 
the neighborhood into a 
nightmare out of a Repub-
lican attack ad, residents 
demanded this week. The 
massive presidential-can-
didate-anointing party 
would come on top of nearly 
a decade of construction 
work at the mega-develop-
ment formerly known as 
Atlantic Yards, frequent 
fi lm shoots, and big events 
at the arena. The traf-
fi c, street closures, and 
crowds are just too much, 
a spokesman for a newly 
formed coalition of com-
munity groups said.

“This is just too much 
piling on,” said Wayne Bai-
ley, a Prospect Heights res-
ident and member of the 
Barclays Center Impact 

Zone Alliance. “People in 
the neighborhood have al-
ways been the ones at risk, 
and then we have to scram-
ble and try to do something 
after the fact. We don’t want 
to do that this time.”

Mayor DeBlasio and 
other Brooklyn boosters 
have been pushing to bring 
the convention to the bor-
ough, and it is now a fi nal-
ist alongside the deeply 
inferior cities of  Philadel-
phia  and  Columbus, Ohio . 
Bailey says his group is not 
against hosting the shin-
dig, but that members want 
it to be carefully controlled, 
which if the city’s handling 
of Atlantic Yards is any in-
dication, it won’t be.

“The group has great 
concern about the ability 
of New York City to host 
the DNC smoothly given 
the long history of poor co-
ordination of city and state 
agencies providing over-
sight over the operation of 
the arena and the construc-
tion of the project,” the or-

ganization wrote in a state-
ment.

In addition to clogging 
area streets, the residents 
worry the convention will 
actually hurt area busi-
nesses by restricting ac-
cess to people who would 
regularly frequent them. 
That prediction runs coun-
ter to the city’s claim that 
 the convention will bring 
in millions .

“It’s a relative fantasy to 
think people are just going 
to be meandering around 
the area during the conven-
tion,” Bailey said. “It’s just 
not going to happen.”

The group wants DeBla-
sio to appoint a convention 
coordinator immediately 
in consultation with At-
lantic Yards co-developer 
Forest City Ratner, as well 
as local pols and commu-
nity boards. City Hall has 
agreed to do so, but wants 
to wait until Kings County 
clinches the hosting hon-
ors.

Barclays neighbors fear DNC traffi c, crowds

COMMITTED: A group of Prospect Heights residents is asking the mayor to take a hard look at how 
hosting the Democratic National Convention at Barclays Center will impact them. 
 Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Local push for 
party police
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN 
AND DANIELLE FURFARO

That blizzard was a bust.
City and state offi-

cials greatly over-esti-
mated 2015’s first signifi-
cant snowfall, closing the 
road, train, and subway 
systems in an attempt 
to preempt the effects 
of what turned out to be 
four-to-six inches of snow 
in most Brooklyn neigh-
borhoods. 

Dire warnings from 
elected officials and the 
drastic measures taken 
by area authorities had 
put people on edge in 
the run-up the storm, 
but hardy Brooklynites 
calmly went about their 
day on Tuesday when the 
promised blizzard fiz-
zled.

Mayor DeBlasio — who 
was roundly criticized 
last year for a lackadaisi-
cal response to the first 
snowstorm of his tenure 
— was all over this one, 
holding a f lurry of press 
conferences throughout 
the day on Monday, can-
celling school, and urging 
people to stay indoors.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
went so far as ordering the 
closure of state roads and 
the subway and bus sys-
tems on Monday evening, 
even though the train sys-
tem needed to keep some 
trains running overnight 
in order to keep tracks 
clear of ice, as this paper 
exclusively  reported .

Brooklynites snuggled 
into bed on Monday night 
after binge-watching their 
favorite television shows, 
expecting to wake up to 
a three-foot wall of the 
white stuff outside their 
doors. But instead, they 
found a few inches of snow 
and mostly cleared streets. 
Subways were back up and 
running on Sunday sched-
ules by noon. 

Some workers expect-
ing a snow day found they 
would have to schlep to 
their offices after all.

Other Brooklynites got 
the chance to enjoy the 
snow — and our intrepid 

Much-feared ‘historic’ blizzard fi zzles, all bark and no bite
CALM AFTER THE STORM

ALL CLEAR: It turned out that Tuesday’s storm of the century was a no biggie for Brooklynites, with only 
about four to six inches falling on the borough. (Clockwise from top) Park Slope resident Ellen Beyda shovels 
out her car on 16th Street after the storm. A bicyclist cruises over the Brooklyn Bridge during the storm. A 
family braves the blustery wind on Prospect Avenue. The snow is no match for this Borough Park man’s blower. 
Members of the Coney Island Polar Bear Club got waist-deep — in the ocean, not the snow. 
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reporters and “snow-tog-
raphers” were out there 
to capture it. 

One Park Slope dad 
who was making a snow-
man with his son in front 
of their 16th Street build-
ing on Tuesday said that 
the government response 
didn’t bother him, and 

that politicians have a 
tough row to plow. 

“Closing the subways 
seemed a little irratio-
nal,” said Jason Kruk, a 
psychologist. “[But] it’s 
better to overreact than 
to under-react.” 

Kruk’s practice is on 
the distant island of Man-

hattan, so he canceled 
all of his appointments 
for the day and hit the 
street.

Toby, his 3-year-old 
son, was disappointed 
that the local muffin 
store was closed, and that 
the head of his snowman 
kept falling off.

A Greenwood Heights 
resident sledding with 
her daughter and boy-
friend in Prospect Park 
echoed the better-safe-
than-sorry sentiment.

“I’m glad they shut 
down the subways so peo-
ple didn’t get stuck,” Cas-
sandra Romaguera said. 

Over in Bushwick, a 
man hard at work shovel-
ing out his vehicle on Me-
nahan Street at Wilson 
Avenue said the snowfall 
was underwhelming.

“It is annoying to have 
to dig out my car, but this 
really is not a big deal,” 
Jose Amaro said. 
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Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-sculpting 
procedure designed to remove fat and contour the body without invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to continue 
your daily activities without interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing the Low Level Laser 

(FDA cleared for laser body contouring to emulsify fat which then 
releases into the interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through 
the body during its normal course of detoxification. The ZERONA® 
procedure was proven through a double-blind, randomized, 
multi-site, and placebo controlled study in which patients average 
loss of 3.64 inches, and some lost as much as 9 inches compared to 
the placebo group that lost only half an inch.

BECOME A NEW YOU IN THE NEW YEAR!
“What if I told you this cutting-edge device could melt inches off your waist and keep 
them off for good.”             —  Doctor Oz  talking about the ZERONA® LipoLaser

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, hips and 
thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight loss program — we 
are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off excess water weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com

Laser
of New York

ZERONA®  
WORKSHOPS

When: Tuesday, Feb. 3 at 6:15
Where: ZERONA® Laser of New York

5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn
Cost: FREE ($79 value) 

Call: (718) 234-6212

BY VANESSA OGLE
The president of Israel vis-
ited Brooklyn on Sunday 
to discuss the importance 
of the relationship between 
the African-American and 
Jewish communities and 
the communities’ common 
goals at the Christian Cul-
tural Center in East New 
York. 

Thousands of residents 
attended the international 
ceremony, which featured a 
speech by Reuven Rivlin — 
Israel’s 10th president — on 
the history and future of the 
two communities, who have 
historically fought together 
for equality.  Rivlin said 
the two civil-rights-minded 
communities must continue 
to be catalysts for change, 
and remind the world of the 
atrocities of slavery and the 
Holocaust to prevent future 
generations from forgetting 
their communities’ painful 
pasts. 

“We must remember, we 

must educate, for the les-
sons of the past to be learned 
— that is the key to our free-

dom,” Rivlin said. 
The service, which fea-

tured live music in English, 

Spanish, and Hebrew, was 
held — not coincidentally 
— between Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day and the Inter-
national Holocaust Remem-
brance Day. 

Revlin said he drew in-
spiration from King, who 
often marched alongside 
rabbis, and said that —  just 
like the famous civil rights 
leader — he hopes there 
will be peace for the people 
of Israel and the rest of the 
world.  

“I also have a dream,” 
said Rivlin, who was in-
terrupted by a surge of ap-
plause. “I have a dream that, 
once again, God will knock 
on our door. I dream that Je-
rusalem, a microcosm of the 
world, will serve as a model 
of coexistence between dif-
ferent communities and re-
ligions.”

An elected offi cial who 
attended the ceremony said 
the two communities have 
always worked together 
to fi ght for equality — and 
he said that he knows resi-
dents will continue fi ghting 

together for a fairer future. 
“The African-Ameri-

can community and the 
Jewish community have a 
great history together, and 
as long as we continue to 
work together — stay to-
gether — I’m confi dent that 
our two communities will 
remain close and strong, 
and one day soon, our peo-
ple will together cross over 
into the promised land of a 
better way of life,” said Rep. 
Hakeem Jeffries (D–Bergen 
Beach).

A volunteer at the cul-
tural center said Christians 
and the Jewish community 
are bound together with 
their similarities that — just 
like faith — can’t always be 
explained with words.

“Culturally, the faiths 
are so connected,” said An-
drew Pulao. 

“There is a bond that 
goes beyond physical con-
nection — it is a spiritual 
bond.”

Discuses relationship between African-American and Jewish communities

CEREMONY CELEBRATION: Israel’s president Reuven Rivlin and Christian Cultural Center pastor A.R. 
Bernard exchange plaques with one another. Photo by Georgine Benvenuto

Israeli president comes to Brooklyn 
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Individual treatment options are designed by 
Dr. Victoria Katz and her associates 

to ensure positive outcomes. 
Your good health is the key to our success.

NY ARTHRITIS CLINIC
718-375-2300

1664 East 14th St., Suite 401
Brooklyn, NY 11229

71-36 110th St., Suite IJ
Forest Hills, NY 11375

51 East 42nd St., Suite 1808
New York, NY 10017

 Latest Joint Diagnostics

 Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation

 On Premises Lab & Diagnostic Services

 Ultrasound Guided Injections

 Nutrition Counselling

 IV Chelation Therapy

Specializing in 
Treatment of Joint & Rheumatic Diseases

& Painful conditions of the joints.

ARTHRITIS? LUPUS?
OR JOINT PAIN?

BUY
PAWN
SELL

WE DO

APPRAISALS
(alex_sh62)

CASH FOR 
YOUR GOLD

WE
WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS! PAY CASH IMMEDIATELY!

If you have any inquiries concerning buying, 
selling or appraisal contact our expert: 

at (718) 942-5693, (718) 627-1514

Turn your jewelry box into a cash machine...
We’ll pay top dollar on the spot for your unwanted or broken gold 

jewelry and scrap gold, no appointment necessary!

Jewelry

Diamonds

Antiques

Gold

Coins

Sterling Silver

Platinum

Watches

WE DO
REPAIRS

OPEN 6 Days 11am

Closed Saturday

WE SPEAK

RUSSIAN & HEBREW

A.S. & Son’s
2015 CONEY ISLAND AVE.

(bet. Quentin Road and Ave. P)
 Brooklyn, NY 11223

718-942-5693 ALEX & 718-627-1514
jewelryexcorp@gmail.com

www.jewelryex.info

WE ACCEPT 

ORDERS FOR 

Engagement 
Rings

$AVE

facebook.com/jewelryex @jewelryexcorp

Pawn Trades | Jewelry Buyers (We Will Pay Immediate Cash) | Bring in your Jewelry Furniture, Old coins & More

             spend $50

get $10
            off your purchase

Spend $100 
& get $20 off; 

Spend $200 
& get $40 off; 

Spend $300 
& get $60 off

Valid on in-store purchases only. Your discount will be deduct-
ed at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other 
discount, coupon or promotion. Coupon must be presented 
prior to purchase. Offer expires October 31, 2013.

Serving the New York Tri-State Area for over 30 years | CALL US TODAY 1-800-337-1620

info@windowfi xinc.com windowfi xinc.com 335-347 38th Street, BKLYN 11232

Passive Houses 
Windows & Doors

ARE THE MOST 
EFFICIENT IN THE 

WORLD

Have you Heard?

ALL INVITED TO OUR NEW WINDOW LEARNING CENTER AND SHOWROOM

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Us TodayPackage Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.
SATURDAY, 9 A.M.–3 P.M.

OPEN 
6 DAYS
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“We will name a com-
munity liaison when se-
lected as the host city,” 
DeBlasio spokeswoman 
Marti Adams said. “We’ll 
continue to engage with 
community members as 
we work together to build a 
convention that will bring 
maximum benefi t to the 

city as well as the Demo-
cratic Party.”

Among the fixes the 
neighbors want to see are 
re-routing traffic away 
from the arena, and com-
pensating businesses for 
losses. And while they’re 
asking for things, they 
want the city to place 
a moratorium on film 
shoots in the neighbor-
hood.

The bottom line is that 

the people pushing for the 
event don’t have to deal 
with the hassle of waking 
up to it.

“It’s easy for any orga-
nization to say they want 
it. But not all of these peo-
ple live here,” Bailey said. 
“The impacted community 
wants to speak for itself.”

Not all locals are so 
skeptical.

About six dozen busi-
nesses, from the neighbor-

hood and beyond, signed 
onto a letter of support last 
Friday, telling Congress-
woman Debbie Wasserman 
Schultz, Democratic com-
mittee chairwoman, that 
they want to bring the con-
vention here.

Francine Stephens, who 
owns Franny’s and Bklyn 
Larder, both on Flatbush 
Avenue, said she does see 
an uptick in business dur-
ing big events, such as 

during the Video Music 
Awards.

“That night was very 
good for us,” Stephens said. 
“The people who would 
normally be attracted to 
my businesses, there were 
just more of them.”

She does acknowledge 
that during many events 
at Barclays people tend to 
go straight to the arena 
and then straight home. 
She said the mayor’s offi ce 

will have to come up with a 
plan to encourage conven-
tion-goers to explore the 
area around the arena if lo-
cal businesses are going to 
benefi t.

“If there’s no specifi c ef-
fort made, people will stay 
in Manhattan, take cars to 
the convention, and leave,” 
Stephens said. “That’s what 
will happen if there’s no 
plan in place to steer people 
to the neighborhoods.

DNC
Continued from page 2

rig traffi c from the Port of 
New York and New Jersey 
directly into Bay Ridge 
near 65th Street — some-
thing that has locals wor-
ried. 

“Right now, the 65th 
Street corridor, which is 
the main truck route, is 
among the highest-crash 
locations in the district,” 
said Community Board 
10 district manager Jose-
phine Beckmann.

Offi cials from the Port 
Authority briefed the Bor-
ough Board at a meeting on 
Jan. 22 on a draft environ-
mental impact statement 
outlining 10 possible proj-
ects to deliver freight from 
New Jersey to Brooklyn, 
through either a 3.5-mile 
tunnel built beneath the 
harbor into the 65th Street 
Rail Yard, or a dramatic 
expansion of the existing 
barge crossing that fl oats 
rail cars to the Bush Ter-
minal train-yard in Sunset 
Park.

Both options would 
move rail cargo bound for 
Queens and Long Island 
onto the Long Island Rail 
Road’s Bay Ridge Branch, 
while transferring local 
freight to trucks for deliv-
ery.

To see the project 
through, the Port Author-
ity would have to add a sec-
ond track to the Bay Ridge 
Branch, deepen its trench, 

and move the Buckeye 
Pipeline, which runs under 
the right-of-way to carry 
jet fuel from the mainland 
to Kennedy Airport in 
Queens, but a Port Author-
ity offi cial said the rejigger-
ing likely wouldn’t require 
a land-grab.

“There is room in the 
existing Bay Ridge Branch 
for two tracks,” said Port 
Authority general manager 
Matthew Masters.

But freight cars are 
taller than they were 
when the line fi rst opened 
in the late 1800s, he said, 
so the Long Island Rail 
Road would have to dig the 
track 10 feet deeper into the 
ground. The fuel line would 
have to move to make room 
for a second track, because 
the Authority can’t lay a 
railroad right over it, he 
said.

The Port Authority is 
pushing the cross-harbor 
projects to cut truck traffi c 
on streets and bridges else-
where in the city and across 
48 surrounding counties, 
according to Masters.

The most direct rail 
route from the mainland 
to Long Island requires 
freight trains to cross the 
Hudson River 140 miles 
upstate of the city in Sel-
kirk, New York — promot-
ing shipping companies 
to use trucks to get goods 
to and from the country’s 
most populous island. But 
big rigs are clogging up 
bridges and local highways 
— and their numbers are 

only set to grow as the is-
land’s population swells, 
according to a Port Author-
ity impact study.

Diverting cargo 
through Bay Ridge may 
ease congestion elsewhere 
in the region, but it could 
make life tougher on some 
neighborhood residents. 
The Bay Ridge Branch 
runs directly under Bay 
Ridge Towers — the larg-
est residential develop-
ment in the neighborhood 
— leaving some concerned 
about noise.

“Bay Ridge Towers res-
idents are — rightly so 
— concerned about any 
choices that would impact 
their building,” Beckmann 
said.

But Masters said the 
Port Authority would use 
continuous-welded rails in 
the revamped track to cut 
down on noise.

The Port Authority is 
taking public comments on 
the proposed plans through 
Feb. 27, after which it will 
issue a decision on which 
alternatives it will explore 
in greater depth.

The public can send 
comments to  feedback@
crossharborstudy.com , and 
the Port Authority is hold-
ing a public meeting about 
the project on Feb. 3. 

Public meeting on the 
Cross Harbor Freight Pro-
gram at Borough Hall (209 
Joralemon St. between 
Court Street and Boerum 
Place) Feb. 3 from 4 to 8 
pm.

Continued from page 1 

FREIGHT

BY MAX JAEGER
The streak is over.

Team Brooklyn lost the 
annual handball competi-
tion against the Bronx for 
the fi rst time in history on 
Jan. 24. 

The underdog Boogie 
Down eked out a win in 
the Johnny Ray Memo-
rial Tournament at Gra-
vesend’s MatchPoint NYC, 
winning 21–19 in the fi nal 
round of the fi ve-game 
match. 

Borough President Ad-
ams and Bronx Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr. cap-
tained the rival teams. The 

mudslinging started long be-
fore the squads took to the 
court — and persisted well af-
ter the walls fell silent.

“I am accusing Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, 
Jr., of giving his team an 
under-infl ated ball. Wall-
ball-gate demands justice,” 
Adams said, before even-
tually congratulating his 
cross-town rivals.

Both captains left 
before the third game 
started, leaving the teams 
leaderless for much of the 
barnburner. The Beep took 
off for a personal event, a 
spokesman said.

Team Brooklyn lost 
for the fi rst time since the 
tournament’s inception in 
2011. The mainland bor-
ough’s last-minute win 
even surprised the orga-
nizer, she said.

“They were the under-
dog,” said Jasmine Ray, 
president of the U.S. Wall-
Ball Association. “They 
won through sheer will-
power. The players on Team 
Brooklyn had 10 years of 
experience on them.”

Wall-ball is the common 
name for the more street-
friendly version of the for-
mal sport of handball. 

STANDOFF: Borough President Adams and Team Brooklyn prepare to face off against Team Bronx, 
led by Bronx Borough President Rubin Diaz, Jr. Photo by Kathryn Kirk

Bronx beats Brooklyn 
in handball tourney
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local Doctor Treats Herniated And Bulging Discs, 

Sciatica, And Serious Low Back Pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 back 

surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons perform at least 
100,000 operations for lumbar disc disease alone, and ortho-
pedic surgeons perform a similar number. It is estimated that 
between 20% and 40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country are racing to 
acquire and get trained to operate the DRX9000TM…an FDA 
approved device that is saving thousands of Americans suffer-
ing from chronic back pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back pain without 
surgery explains how the DRX9000TM works... “Over 10 years 

ago, NASA began to notice an unexpected result of space 
travel - Astronauts that left with back pain would come back 
without it. After investigated this now phenomenon here’s 
what they found: During the anti-gravity state of the mission 
there were decompressive forces on the intervertebral discs 
and back pain was relieved. How? When you travel through 
space, the effects of gravity are removed and you are in a 
weightless state. All the pressure is taken off your spine and 
discs. Even better - and this is the key - a negative pressure 
is created. This negative pressure actually sucks the herniated 
material back into the disc and allows it to heal. Thanks to 

the DRX9000TM, disc herniation sufferers finally have a non-
surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has documented suc-
cess with are back pain, sciatica, herniated and/or bulging 
discs (single or multiple), degenerative disc disease, facet 
syndromes and a relapse or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new FDA approved 
solution to back pain or to set up an appointment for a free 
consultation call Dr. Keller’s office at 718-234-6207 or visit 
Brooklyn Spine Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 
11204. Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Relieves Back Pain

DRX9000TM

HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed
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dangerous situations, and 
we’ve had people die in 
storms. I’d much rather 
be in a situation where we 
say we got lucky than say-
ing we didn’t get lucky and 
somebody died.”

The statement followed 
an  exclusive Brooklyn Cou-
rier report  in which Metro-
politan Transportation Au-
thority insiders slammed 
the governor for catching 
emergency transit manag-
ers off guard with his an-
nouncement of the closure 
late Monday afternoon, 
saying that the stoppage 
stranded New Yorkers un-
necessarily because the 
trains had to run all night 
to help keep the tracks 
clear.

Mayor DeBlasio, too, 
learned of the closure plan 
at the last minute.

“We found out just as 
it was being announced,” 
he told reporters on Tues-
day.

Our Monday night re-
port of trains traveling 
empty citywide was borne 
out by data and witness ac-
counts. Around midnight, 
the NYC Subway Time app 
for Android showed train 
activity in both directions 
on all lines that normally 
run at night. Through the 
early morning, Twitter us-
ers and others reported 
seeing passenger trains 
plying city tracks, includ-
ing several F trains on the 
Culver Viaduct, running 
between Park Slope and 
Carroll Gardens.

The transit agency’s 
head acknowledged the 
ghost trains, but said they 
don’t mean the system 
could have been opera-
tional for public use during 
the storm.

“There’s a difference 
between running what we 
call an equipment train 
and ones with passenger 
service,” said Authority 
chairman Tom Prender-
gast, who joined Cuomo 
at the Tuesday morning 
briefi ng. “We run them ir-
regularly to keep the lines 
clear.”

Cuomo said the prob-
lem of whether to bar pas-
sengers from the system is 
less cut-and-dry than crit-
ics claim.

“What is underground 
and what is exposed to the 

elements is a very precise 
science,” he said.

Prendergast added that 
preparing a special sched-
ule to restrict service on 
outdoor tracks while run-
ning underground trains 
is “tough.” He also cited 
the December 2010 snow-
storm that stranded doz-
ens of trains and hundreds 
of buses around the city as 
proof the stoppage was the 
right thing to do.

The statement was an 
about-face from the after-
noon prior, when Prender-
gast said that a stoppage 
of underground service 
wouldn’t make sense be-
cause snowstorms don’t af-
fect tunnel-bound trains.

“I don’t believe so, be-
cause there’d be no reason 
— because we’ll be able to 
run trains,” Prendergast 
said. “It’s an essential ser-
vice for people who must 
get around, including our 
own employees.”

The transit agency’s 
snow response plan out-
lines service reductions 
and emergency train-car 
positioning to continue 
operating through heavy 
storms, according to 
 WNYC .

Cuomo has halted train 
service for major storms 
before, including dur-
ing hurricanes Irene and 
Sandy, when track fl ooding 
was a risk.

Cuomo added that he 
does not blame meteorolo-
gists for the dire predic-
tions that did not material-
ize.

“I do not criticize 
weather forecasters,” he 
said. “I learn.”

Continued from page 1 

TRAINS

STROKE TARGETS BY COLOR.

Photographed by Sean Kennedy Santos

SNOW KING: In a press confer-
ence on Tuesday, Gov. Cuomo 
stood by his decision to shut 
down roads and public transit 
on Monday night as an ulti-
mately paltry snowstorm bore 
down on Brooklyn. 
 Associated Press / Seth Wenig

For Reservations 718-998-4222
LUNCH SERVED 11:30 - 4 PM

DINNER SERVED 4 - 10 PM

2926 Avenue S  Marine Park

www.buckleyscaterers.com

Enjoy the 

BIG 
GAME 

at Buckley’s
$5 apps and $2 beer at the bar

Complimentary Buffet at Half Time
Brunch reservations also available

Served 11:30am-3:00pm

EMPTY STATIONS: The normally bustling Atlantic Avenue-Barclays Center subway station was utterly 
deserted Monday night after the state haulted subway service starting at 11 pm. Photo by Paul Martinka
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CATERERS

Offering 
dinner, cocktail 

and 
buffet options

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228  718–331–2900  www.siricos.net

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Return to sender! 

Plans to move Boerum 
Hill’s post offi ce seven blocks 
from its Atlantic Avenue lo-
cation to nearby Dean Street 
have been sacked because the 
new location is in the wrong 
zip code, and residents are 
wondering how the agency 
that claims it delivers could 
make such a mistake.

“How the post offi ce of all 
people, as one of their fi rst 
tests, did not plug this address 
into their own website is a 
mystery to me,” said Commu-
nity Board 2 District Manager 
Rob Perris of the so-called 
“Times Plaza” station. 

The present offi ce at 542 At-
lantic Ave. between Third and 
Fourth avenues is moving be-
cause its lease has expired, ac-
cording to a spokeswoman for 
the U.S. Postal Service. The 
move-out date was supposed 
to be at the end of 2014, but 
the landlord gave the agency 
an extension in order to have 

time to fi nd a new location and 
make a smooth transition, the 
representative said.

The agency announced in 
August that it would set up 
shop at 594 Dean St. in Pros-
pect Heights, about a 10-min-

ute walk from the cur-
rent spot. But the offi ce 
now appears to be mov-
ing to Park Slope, ac-
cording to a letter sent 
to Borough President 
Adams in December 
which said the agency 
had chosen a building 
at 288-290 Flatbush Ave. 
between Park and Pros-
pect places. 

An agency represen-
tative said that build-
ing, which once housed 
a Chase Bank branch, 
is the likely choice, but 
the lease hasn’t been 
signed.

“This is still an ac-
tive review of options 
that will serve the com-
munity in a smart, cost-
effective way,” said Con-

nie Chirichello. 
The foul-up is the latest 

mishap for a location that has 
 long received complaints from 
customers  for its abysmal cus-
tomer service. 

Post offi ce backs off pitch for move to wrong zip code

PO SNAFU: Plans to move the Boerum 
Hill post offi ce to Dean Street have been 
scratched — because the new location 
was in the wrong zip code.

Zip slip snarls post plan

Gun and drug bust in V’Hill

WILD WEST: Police seized three guns, including this revolver, in a big drug bust that 
nabbed 14 suspects at the Farragut Houses. NYPD

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Call them the Vinegar Hill gang.

Police arrested 14 suspected 
drug traffi ckers in a bust at the 
Farragut Houses last Thursday, 
after a 10-month investigation and 
more than 100 undercover pur-
chases of crack cocaine and heroin, 
authorities said. Cops also say they 
recovered three guns along with 
crack, heroin, and marijuana in 
the shakedown, which a prosecutor 
said will help make the public hous-
ing complex safer for residents.

“The arrests we announce to-

day shut down a major supplier of 
cocaine to gangs that traffic nar-
cotics in Farragut Houses, and 
removed guns readily available 
to spawn violence and chaos in 
this community,” said prosecutor 
Bridget Brennan. “Guns and drugs 
threaten the safety and security of 
too many of our city’s public hous-
ing residents.”

Police started their investiga-
tion last March after complaints 
from residents about drug activity, 
and following incidents of gang-re-
lated violence in the area. 
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est scene with snow falling 
around 7 am. Enter a tall, 
dark fi gure on the left side 
of the screen. It crouches 
to dig in the snow for a mo-
ment, then walks down 
a hill in the center of the 
frame and out of sight.

The bipedal beast 
walks with a distinct 
hunch, and Strark said 
the way it scoops up the 
snow reminds him of an 
animal digging for nuts, 
or a rodent digging a hole. 
It is unclear if the human-
oid-or-simian creature 
is wearing clothes, but 
Strark said he takes the 
dark material covering 
its body to be hair. He re-
jected the notion that the 
being might be a home-
less person, or his buddy 
dressed up in a Bigfoot 
costume.

“I think it’s his pos-
ture, and the way he 
doesn’t have on anything 
that looks like a mask or a 
jacket,” he said. 

“He’s covered in hair 
and looks like he’s scav-
enging around. I don’t 

think it’s just some bum.”
Strark said he is far 

from a conspiracy theo-
rist, but has no other ex-
planation for the fi gure his 
camera recorded.

“I don’t believe in the 
horoscope let alone a f------ 
bigfoot,” he said.

Strark is a bit of a mys-
tery himself. The video is 
the fi rst on his YouTube 
account, and profi le pho-

tos accompanying that ac-
count and his e-mail ad-
dress picture NBC News 
investigative reporter Jeff 
Rossen. Searches for “Rus-
sell Strark” on Facebook, 
Twitter, and whitepages.
com did not yield any re-
sults, and Strark declined 
to provide further proof of 
his identity.

Upon publication of 
this story online, Strark 

changed his Gmail pro-
fi le photo to a mugshot of 
Martin Scorcese’s nephew 
Frank.

The supposed Bigfoot 
sighting comes on the 
heels of  two coyote incur-
sions into the distant is-
land of Manhattan .

Sightings of large, hair-
covered, humanoid ani-
mals have occurred in the 
wilderness areas of North 
America for more than 
400 years, according to the 
Bigfoot Field Researchers 
Organization.

A spokesman for the 
Prospect Park Alliance, 
which manages the park, 
declined to comment. The 
Prospect Park Zoo and the 
Field Researchers did not 
respond to requests for 
comment.

Bigfoot isn’t the only 
animal — living or dead 
— that can be found in 
Prospect Park. Brooklyn’s 
backyard is also home 
to squirrels (both gray 
and  white ),  goats ,  turtles , 
 ducks ,  possums ,  swans , 
red-tailed  hawks ,  rac-
coons , and most famously, 
Canadian geese —  which 
are frowned upon by the 
government .  

ing there,” said Council-
man Chaim Deutsch (D–
Sheepshead Bay). “If you 
cross the street, you end 
up on the parkway.”

The department said 
that from 2009 to 2013, 242 
residents were injured by 
vehicles within a quarter-
mile of the speed camera 
— 43 were pedestrians, 16 
were bicyclists, and 183 
were in motor vehicles.

But Deutsch said the 
camera’s placement could 
actually increase accident 
statistics because drivers 
may be more interested in 
safeguarding their money 
than their vehicles. 

“When someone comes 
off the ramp and they re-
alize there is a camera 
there, they could step on 
the brakes and that could 
cause an accident,” he 
said.

Deutsch believes the 
camera would be better 
placed near Ocean Park-
way, where there are a 
lot of pedestrians, rather 
than the isolated stretch 
where it is now.

“It is not the right 
place for it to be,” he said.

The peak time for the 
ticket blitz was at the start 
of school — with 14,535 
tickets issued in Septem-
ber and 14,604 in Octo-
ber. Tickets dropped after 
that, with 6,350 violations 
issued in November, and 
5,586 in December.

Continued from page 1 

BIGFOOT

ON THE LOOSE: Here’s Bigfoot when he lived in Washington state 
back in 1977. New footage shows he may have since taken a cab to 
Brooklyn. Associated Press

Continued from page 1 

CAMERA

FAST CASH: This speed cam-
era on the Belt Parkway at 
Shore Parkway issued nearly 
50,000 speeding tickets from 
July to December last year — 
amounting to almost $2.4 mil-
lion in revenue for the city. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson

Enrico Ascher, MD

Natalie Marks, MDAnil Hingorani, MD

Advanced Aortic Aneurysm Center
of the Vascular Institute of New York

Established in 1992

 Extraordinary techniques by internationally 
recognized vascular specialists...

Drs. Enrico Ascher, Anil Hingorani and Natalie Marks have introduced 
for the very fi rst time in New York City a minimally invasive tecnnique to repair 

an abdominal aortic aneurysm via a tiny puncture in each groin under local anesthesia. 
Patients may be discharged home the very same day and have supper with the family!

Aortic aneurysms are more common than you think!
They are known to be “silent killers”.

If you are 60 years of age or older you may benefi t 
from a visit to a board certifi ed vascular specialist.

www.VascularNYC.com
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