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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
The live-in girlfriend of the 
Red Hook man shot and killed 
by a police offi cer in the stair-
well of an East New York pub-
lic housing tower in November 
is suing the city and the Hous-
ing Authority for $50 million.

The rookie cop who shot 
Akai Gurley on Nov. 20 acted 
recklessly, and he, the city, 
and the Housing Authority 
owe Gurley’s loved ones for 
the loss of his life that day, 
said the lawyer representing 
Kimberly Ballinger, Gurley’s 
girlfriend and mother to his 
daughter.

“Obviously Mr. Gurley 
should not have been shot,” 
said attorney Scott Rynecki. 
“When you do something reck-
lessly that causes the death of 
another, you need to answer 
for that.”

Gurley  died on Nov. 20  af-
ter Offi cer Peter Liang shot 
him once in the chest inside 
the Louis H. Pink Houses in 
East New York. Liang and an-
other cop were sweeping the 
dark stairwell, and Liang shot 
Gurley once as Gurley entered 
one fl ight below, according to 
cops.

Liang had his gun drawn 
when Gurley opened the door, 
and he fi red the fatal shot 
without warning, according 
to reports. Police Commis-
sioner Bill Bratton called Gur-
ley a “total innocent” and the 
shooting an “unfortunate ac-
cident.”

A notice of claim fi led in 
court on Jan. 29 claims reck-
lessness on the part of the po-
lice, the failure of the Housing 
Authority to maintain a prop-
erly lit stairwell, and that the 

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
It’s Operation Dumbo Arts 
Festival drop.

The nearly two-decades-
old arts event has already had 
its last hurrah, its primary 
sponsor Two Trees Manage-
ment announced on Jan. 27. 
The event drew 200,000 people 
to Dumbo  last September , and 
the throngs have become too 
much to handle without the 
help of more corporate money, 
which an organizer said would 
ruin the vibe. 

“It became clear that we 
could no longer mount the fes-
tival ourselves without com-
mercializing it in a way that 
didn’t feel right,” wrote Lisa 
Kim, cultural affairs direc-
tor at Two Trees, in a letter to 
festival supporters. “We were 
getting too far from the origi-
nal mission.”

Artists Joy Glidden and 
Tyson Daugherty founded the 
event in 1997 as the “Art Un-
der the Bridge Festival.” The 
idea was to entice people to the 
neighborhood at a time when it 
still lacked city services, such 
as trash pick-up, and to brand 
it as a haven for creative types, 
Glidden said.

“We had 8,000 visitors the 

Arts fest 
in Dumbo 
canceled
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Ice clings to the helmet of a fi refi ghter working in the bitter cold to put out the blaze at the CitIStor-
age warehouse on the Williamsburg waterfront of Jan. 31. For the full story, see page 4.  
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Fire and ice

IT’S TOO BIG 
TO PREVAIL

Cop-shoot 
victim’s 

girlfriend 
sues city
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
The Paramount Theatre is coming 
back, baby!

Long Island University and an af-
filiate of Barclays Center have inked 
a deal to bring live performances back 
to the historic Paramount Theatre on 
Flatbush Avenue at DeKalb Avenue. 
Using a bit of original diction, the com-
pany’s chief said he is excited to make 
the former picture palace and stage for 
the stars, which has for the past half 
century served as a gymnasium for the 
college, a venue again.

“We are excited to turn the lights 
back on and to see the evolvement of the 
venue,” said Brett Yormark, chief exec-
utive officer for the arena. “We believe 
there’s a big untapped future at the LIU 
Brooklyn Paramount Theatre.”

The partnership is an opportunity 
for the school to open up the venue be-
yond the college’s community, an ad-
ministrator said.

“There’s no question that the Para-
mount has a legendary history,” said 
Michael Glickman, chief of strategic 
partnerships and university advance-
ment. “This partnership will give both 
our students and the wider community 
a chance to enjoy it.”

The venue first opened in 1928 as 
a movie house and performance hall, 
and the likes of Frank Sinatra, Chuck 
Berry, and Buddy Holly graced the 
stage. The Paramount later became a 
 mecca for jazz musicians , including 
greats such as Ella Fitzgerald, Count 
Basie, and Dizzy Gillespie. The interior 
boasts an ornate ceiling, cherub stat-
ues, wall fountains, and a Wurlitzer 
organ.

The school bought the theater in 
1962 and converted it into a gymna-
sium for intramural sports and for 
student activities and events, leaving 
much of its interior intact. In 2006, the 
school opened a new, $45-milllion gym 
and moved its basketball and volley-
ball games there.

The Paramount building now con-
tains a basketball court and bleachers 
beneath the ostentatious floor-to-ceil-
ing detailing, and serves as a prac-
tice space for the college’s baseball, 
softball, tennis, and track teams. It 
also occasionally hosts matches of the 
Gotham Girls Roller Derby league. 

Glickman said that under the new 

hope it will compete with the nearby 
Brooklyn Academy of Music’s How-
ard Gilman Opera House, which seats 
2,090, and the newly refurbished Kings 
Theatre in Flatbush, capacity 3,000.

“There’s a history that differen-
tiates the LIU Brooklyn Paramount 
Theatre and it will complement other 
venues due to its capacity and unique 
programming,” Barclays Center 
spokesman Barry Baum said.

The director of the Kings Theatre 
said he is happy to have the competi-
tion.

“We welcome the Paramount as yet 
another infusion of energy into Brook-
lyn’s thriving arts and culture scene, 
which continues to grow by the day,” 
Matthew Wolf said.

Long Island University and Bar-
clays Center are working together to 
figure out each side’s needs, Glickman 
said.

No word yet on when the perfor-
mances will start, but the building will 
host NBA All-Star Game events from 
Feb. 12 to 15.

arrangement, the building would re-
main open for the activities it cur-
rently hosts.

Brooklyn Sports and Entertain-
ment, the Barclays-affiliated booking 
company, said the renewed theater will 
hold 1,500 people — that’s down from 
the more than 4,000 of its heyday — 
and that the programming will focus 
on emerging artists. 

It hopes to host musical and com-
edy performances as well as boxing 
matches.

Long Island University students 
will also get jobs at the theater as part 
of the partnership.

“LIU is fully committed to deliver-
ing a unique education that combines 
rigor in the classroom with engage-
ment beyond our walls,” university 
president Kimberly Cline said. “We 
will create new opportunities for our 
students and alumni as part of this ex-
citing new endeavor.”

It is unclear what sorts of interior 
construction will take place before the 
venue is open for business. Managers 
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By Danielle Furfaro

They’re pinball wizards, there has to 
be a twist! 

The 16 best pinballers in the state 
of New York will bring their supple wrists 
to Sunshine Laundromat and Pinball in 
Greenpoint on Feb. 7 to see who can play 
the meanest pinball at the New York State 
Pinball Championship. 

For most people, the game is just a way 
to kill time in dive bars between downing 
picklebacks and shooting pool. But for the 
players in this contest, it is serious busi-
ness, said an organizer.

“We look at pinball as a sport and that is 
how we are treating this tournament,” said 
Steven Epstein, director of the International 
Flipper Pinball Association, which is based 
in Brooklyn and Chicago. “Like any other 
sport, you have to have eye-hand coordina-
tion, knowledge of the rules of the game, 
and you cannot win by luck.”

The championship will see contenders 
battle it out on machines such as “Indiana 
Jones,” “Monster Bash,” and “AC/DC 
Back in Black.” The organizers of the 
International Flipper Pinball Association 
say it is this kind of kitchy Americana that 

has seen pinball experience a resurgence 
of popularity in recent years. 

“It is a physical thing,” said Francesco 
La Rocca, who is the association’s general 
coordinator and will also compete in the 
tournament. “It is not sitting in a chair 
and looking at a computer screen. You are 
up and moving and it is always related to 
something everyone knows — like Spider-
Man. Everyone knows Spider-Man.”

Spectators are welcome to come and 
observe all the flipping fun for free, or 
bring some quarters to test their own skills 
— and do some laundry while they are at 

it (Sunshine Laundromat and Pinball lives 
up to its name).

The winner of the state championship 
will go to Las Vegas in March to battle for 
the national title. And Brooklyn has a lot 
on the line — last year’s state champ was 
Brooklynite Sean Grant, who went on to 
place 24th in the national competition. 

New York State Pinball Championship 
at Sunshine Laundromat and Pinball 
[860 Manhattan Ave. between Greenpoint 
Avenue and Cayler Street in Greenpoint, 
(718) 475–2055, www.ifpapinball.com]. 
Feb. 7 at 1 pm. Free.

New York’s best pinball players battle it out in Greenpoint

Flippers, flippers, faster than 
lightening: Franceso La Rocca 
is both an organizer and one 
of the 16 competitors for this 
year’s state pinball champion-
ships. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Flipping out!

Basketball out, shows in at old-time Flatbush Ave. theater
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A CLASSIC: (Left) The Paramount Theatre 
opened in 1928, and screened movies and hosted 
performances by early jazz and rock and roll leg-
ends. (Top) Long Island University has owned the 
building for the last half century, using it (above) 
to host sports games and practices, and as a 
center for student activities and events.

PARAMONT REBOUND
TH

EN
NO

W



COURIER LIFE, FEB. 6–12, 2015 3  DT

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Diana Ross probably isn’t used 
to being the opening act. 

The soul legend captivated 
a sold-out crowd at the grand 
reopening of the Kings The-
atre in Flatbush on Tuesday 
night, but the main attraction 
was the majestic and painstak-
ingly restored venue.

“The is the way theaters 
looked when we were young,” 
said Debra Summers, who 
came from Queens for the 
show. “It’s so nice to see when 
they restore them.”

Okay, so the 3,000 people 
who coughed up  upwards of 
$100  and lined up around the 
block to see the septuagenar-
ian sensation are probably 
fans.

Summers’s husband Ron-
ald, who grew up in Browns-
ville and Boerum Hill, cer-
tainly is.

“The number one reason 
I’m here is Diana Ross,” he 
said.

Metal detectors formed 
a bottleneck at the lobby en-
trance, and offered a sober-
ing reminder that gunfi re still 
breaks out occasionally on the 
nearby blocks of Flatbush Av-
enue that are crammed with 
takeout restaurants and cloth-
ing stores. But from there, it 
was all glamour. 

Show-goers walking 
through the lobby of the Flat-
bush Avenue venue for the 
fi rst time were agog as they 
took in the high, ornamen-
tal ceilings and dramatic red 
drapes, all  carefully made to 
appear as they did when the 
theater opened in 1929 . One 
new feature of the revamped 
theater was the more-spa-
cious seats, but no one was sit-
ting down for Ross — she had 
the whole crowd on its feet 
within seconds of her grand 
entrance, striding down the 
aisle, belting out “I’m Coming 
Out.” Some fans surged down 
the aisle after her to dance in 
front of the stage, and the rest 
stayed standing and clapping.

Between a dizzying succes-
sion of costume changes, Ross 
delivered a set of hits from her 
solo career, and more by the 
Supremes, the legendary Mo-
town trio she led for more than 
a decade. And, in true diva 
fashion, she banned profes-
sional photography from the 
show, so that the only record of 
the night would be blurry Ins-
tagram photos, and shots pro-
vided by her publicist.

Local mom-and-pop busi-
nesses  worry that putting 
Flatbush on the map in such 
a big way will drive commer-
cial rents through the roof , 
but one longtime Flatbush 
resident took the optimistic 
view.

“This is a gold mine for 
Flatbush Avenue,” said Maxi 
Eugene, who has lived in the 
area for four decades and is 

The concert was the fi rst 
big show at the palatial venue 
since it closed as a movie the-
ater in 1977. Efforts to restore 
the Versailles-inspired trea-
sure  gained steam under for-
mer borough president Marty 
Markowitz , who went on his 
fi rst date at the theater back in 
the early 1960s. But the reno-
vations didn’t begin until 2013, 
Markowitz’s last year in offi ce, 
and only wrapped last month.

BY NOAH HUROWITZ AND NATHAN TEMPEY

Flatbush’s Kings Theatre roared back to life 
this week, just days after news broke that Fort 
Greene’s Paramount Theatre is on track to re-
prise its role as a gilded performance hall af-
ter a half-century as a Long Island University 
gymnasium. But for every story like these, there 
are a dozen grand old theaters hiding in plain 
sight, having taken on new identities as rug 
shops, mega-churches, and Modell’s Sporting 
Goods stores. We at the Brooklyn Courier love 
an old theater. So we fi gured we’d take this op-
portunity to share a taste of some of the picture 
palaces that are hiding in plain sight, includ-
ing two within a block of the Kings. 

Plaza (later Flatbush 
Pavilion)
314 Flatbush Ave. between 
Carlton Avenue and Park 
Place
Built in: 1912 
Closed in: 2004
Now houses: An American 
Apparel store
Fun fact: Originally 
known as the Bunny The-
ater after its founder, silent-fi lm star John Bunny. It 
also did a stint as a porn theater. 

Loew’s Oriental Theatre (pictured at top) 
1832 86th St. at Bay 19th Street in Bensonhurst
Built in: 1927
Known for: Its vaudeville performances and lavish, 
faux-Asian decor
Closed in: 1995
Now houses: A Marshalls department store
Fun fact: By the time it closed, the theater’s grand 
main room had been divided up twice, making it a 
triplex.

How Loew’s can you go?

Diana Ross wows at Kings Theatre reopening
IT’S SHOWTIME!

STORE CREDIT: The Loew’s Oriental Theatre building on 86th 
Street in Bath Beach is now home to a Marshalls store.
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We track Brooklyn’s forgotten theaters

Continued on page 22

Continued on page 22

BIG NIGHT: (Top) Usher Dayen 
Fleurant shows guests to their seats. 
(Above) Former borough president 
Marty Markowitz and his wife Jamie 
pose in the lobby. (Left) Diana Ross 
croons to a sold-out crowd. (Below) 
Fans, from left, Brenda Nixon, Jea-
nette Butler, Debra Summers, and 
Ronald Summers. 
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
City health offi cials put Williamsburg 
and Greenpoint residents at risk by 
not telling them to stay indoors all day 
Saturday as a major fi re began, blan-
keting the neighborhoods in carcino-
genic haze, according to environmen-
tal health activists.

The millions of paper records, still 
burning in the CitiStorage warehouse 
between N. 10th and N. 11th streets at 
press time on Wednesday, are releasing 
cancer-causing chemicals, the critics 
charge. The city waited 14 hours from 
the start of the fi re to issue a warning, 
which is unacceptable, they say.

“The city’s health department and 
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection response has been lackluster 
at best, and they have both been ex-
tremely slow in responding to this 
major incident,” said Mike Schade, a 
Greenpoint environmental activist 
who works days at the national advo-
cacy group Safer Chemicals, Healthy 
Families. “It is shameful. We citizens 
rely on governments to do their jobs 
and protect the people who live in the 
community, and they are not doing 
it.”

Bleached white paper contains chlo-
rine. When that paper is burned, it re-
leases nasty chemicals called dioxins, 
which the World Health Organization 
says cause reproductive, developmen-
tal, immune system, and hormonal 
problems, as well as cancer. Other pol-
lutants that may have been released 
could cause respiratory problems, in-
cluding asthma, and headaches, ac-
cording to an online  petition  Schade 
and other activists launched on Tues-
day. 

“It is not the same thing as burning 
logs in your wood stove,” said Michael 
Heimbinder, a founder of HabitatMap, 
which builds tools for community orga-
nizing around environmental issues. 
“This is very toxic and the volume of 
toxic air emissions is substantial. That 
is not safe air to breathe.”

The petition demands that the city 
perform an investigation into the re-
sponse, create a response plan for big 
fi res in the future, develop a system for 
air monitoring during such fi res, and 
release all air-quality data related to 
this one.

Schade said he was horrifi ed to 
hear that the city waited all day once 
the fi re starting burning to send out a 
brief message urging residents in the 
area to stay inside with their windows 
closed.

“Families with kids are not out at 
10 o’clock at night, but they were all 
that day. That is when they needed to 
know,” he said.

The health department’s message 
to residents downplayed the possible 
health risks. The full message reads: 

“The health department recom-
mends that residents either downwind 
or in the vicinity of the fi re limit expo-
sure by staying indoors and keeping 
their windows closed. Local air qual-
ity has been affected but is not likely to 
cause signifi cant health problems for 
healthy people. People who are vulner-
able, like seniors, children and people 
with respiratory conditions, may expe-
rience some diffi culty breathing, but 
anyone in the immediate area who ex-
periences shortness of breath or chest 
pains should seek medical attention. If 

LIGHT AT THE END: The sun is barely visible through the smoke during the fi re in Williams-
burg on Saturday. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Activists: Where 
there’s smoke, 
there’s cancer

Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look ””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.
SATURDAY, 9 A.M.–3 P.M.

OPEN 
6 DAYS

 
Chiropractic & Holistic Care

446 Bay Ridge Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11209
718-921-5483

Live a Pain Free 2015
In the care of 

Dr. Vincent Adamo... 
 Chiropractic Care 

For Adults And Children

  Massage Therapy

 Natural Nutritional Detox, 
Super Greens And More

Improves Your 
Circulation, 

Mobility, Mind Set, 
Overall Health

Most Insurance Plans Accepted
All Major CC

Continued on page 22
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BREAKTHROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

Local Doctor Treats Herniated And Bulging Discs, 
Sciatica, And Serious Low Back Pain

WITHOUT BACK SURGERY
Surgeons perform an estimated 300,000 to 400,000 

back surgeries every year. Annually, neurosurgeons 
perform at least 100,000 operations for lumbar disc 
disease alone, and orthopedic surgeons perform a 
similar number. It is estimated that between 20% and 
40% of these operations are unsuccessful.

That is why doctors from all over the country 
are racing to acquire and get trained to operate the 
DRX9000TM…an FDA approved device that is saving 
thousands of Americans suffering from chronic back 
pain from going under the knife.

Dr. Melinda Keller, who treats serious back pain 
without surgery explains how the DRX9000TM works... 

“Over 10 years ago, NASA began to notice an unex-
pected result of space travel - Astronauts that left 
with back pain would come back without it. After 
investigated this now phenomenon here’s what they 
found: During the anti-gravity state of the mission 
there were decompressive forces on the interverte-
bral discs and back pain was relieved. How? When 
you travel through space, the effects of gravity are 
removed and you are in a weightless state. All the 
pressure is taken off your spine and discs. Even 
better - and this is the key - a negative pressure is 
created. This negative pressure actually sucks the 
herniated material back into the disc and allows it to 

heal. Thanks to the DRX9000TM, disc herniation suf-
ferers finally have a non-surgical solution.”

The main conditions the DRX9000TM has docu-
mented success with are back pain, sciatica, herni-
ated and/or bulging discs (single or multiple), degen-
erative disc disease, facet syndromes and a relapse 
or failure following back surgery.

Anyone wishing to learn more about this new 
FDA approved solution to back pain or to set up an 
appointment for a free consultation call Dr. Keller’s 
office at 718-234-6207 or visit Brooklyn Spine 
Center, 5911 16th Ave., Brooklyn, New York 11204. 
Brooklynspinecenter.com.

Relieves Back Pain

DRX9000TM

Floyd Bennett Field, 3159 Flatbush Ave.,
Brooklyn, NY 11234  |  Aviatorsports.com

718.758.7518

Aviator Sports and Events Center

Make Sure You Visit Us at Our
Upcoming Open House Dates

from 12:00pm - 4:00pm:

SummerSummer

Sure You Visit Us a
ming Open House

Day
CampCamp

Sunday, February 8th
Saturday, February 14th

Thursday, February 19th
Saturday, February 28th
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
The Democratic National Committee 
got a last look at Brooklyn on Jan. 30.

The committee’s chairwoman, 
Congresswoman Debbie Wasserman 
Schultz (D–Florida) visited the bor-
ough and toured Barclays Center with 
Mayor DeBlasio as part of the political 
party’s fi nal deliberation over where 
to host the 2016 Democratic National 
Convention. Brooklyn is a frontrun-
ner alongside the obviously defective 
cities of  Philadelphia  and  Columbus, 
Ohio .

New York released the details of its 
private fund-raising last week, saying 
it has $20 million in donations commit-
ted so far towards its $100 million goal, 
including $6.5 million in the bank. 
The city also announced a 119-member 
host committee, and 10 co-chairmen 
and women who are supposed to help 
raise the dough. Prominent committee 

members include Leonard Litwin, the 
100-year-old developer  reported  to be 
the unnamed developer who prosecu-
tors say hired a law fi rm close to As-
sembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, know-
ing that Silver was receiving lucrative 
referral fees from the fi rm. Litwin has 
not been charged with breaking the 
law. The team heading up the group 
includes fashion icon and Vogue edi-
tor Anna Wintour, Napster co-founder 
Sean Parker, and Goldman Sachs head 
Lloyd Blankfein.

Wasserman Schultz’s visit comes a 
week after activists  called for Mayor 
DeBlasio to come up with a plan to mit-
igate the impact of traffi c and crowds 
around the convention , and the may-
or’s offi ce countered by lining up six 
dozen businesses in support of the 
shindig.

The party is expected to make a de-
cision in the next several weeks.

GUIDE IN CHIEF: Mayor DeBlasio gives Democratic Party chairwoman Debbie Wasserman 
Schultz a fi nal tour of Barclays Center as the party prepares to choose a host city for its 
2016 convention. Photo by Jason Speakman

Dem-sell research

Cross Harbor Freight Program
UPDATED PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULE AND 

COMMENT PERIOD EXTENSION NOTICE
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Port Authority of New York

and New Jersey (PANYNJ) have released a NEPA Tier 1 Draft Environmental

Impact Statement (DEIS) to evaluate alternatives to improve the movement of

goods in the region by enhancing the transportation of freight across New York

Harbor. The Cross Harbor Freight Program (CHFP) DEIS evaluates both near-term

and long-term improvements to the regional freight network. Public Hearings

provide an opportunity for the public and agencies to comment on and provide

input on the DEIS. 

Due to severe weather conditions and anticipated travel disruptions, two public

hearings that were originally scheduled for the week of January 26, 2015, are

rescheduled. The FHWA and PANYNJ remain committed to a robust outreach and

public participation process. The public comment period on the Draft DEIS has

been extended and will remain open until 5 p.m. on March 20, 2015. Your

comments are encouraged and may be provided orally or in writing at the public

hearings, by mail to Cross Harbor Freight Program, c/o InGroup, Inc., PO Box

206, Midland Park, NJ 07432, or via email to feedback@crossharborstudy.com.  

Public Hearings for the CHFP will be held at the New York and New Jersey locations

listed below:

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 • 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Brooklyn Borough Hall

209 Joralemon Street • Brooklyn, NY 11201

Thursday, February 5, 2015 • 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Bronx Borough Hall

851 Grand Concourse • Bronx, NY 10451

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 • 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority

One Newark Center • 17th Floor • Newark, NJ 07102

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 • 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Mary McLeod Bethune Life Center

140 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive • Jersey City, NJ 07305

RESCHEDULED FOR: Wednesday, February 25, 2015 – 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Suffolk County Legislature • W.H. Rogers Legislature Building

725 Veterans Memorial Highway • Smithtown, NY 11787

RESCHEDULED FOR: Tuesday, March 3, 2015 – 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Queens Borough Hall

120-55 Queens Boulevard • Room 213 • Kew Gardens, NY 11415

The DEIS is available to download at www.crossharborstudy.com. Hardcopies are

located at numerous repositories throughout the region. A complete list of

repositories can be found on the project website.

All public hearing dates, times and locations are subject to change due to inclement

weather conditions. An informational recording regarding any change in the hearing

schedule will be available at (201) 820-2170 at least two hours before the

scheduled start time of the hearing.

The public hearings are accessible to people who are mobility impaired. Sign

language interpreter services or other translation services are available, upon

advance request. To make arrangements for such services, please contact the

Port Authority’s outreach consultant at (201) 612-1230 or via email at

feedback@crossharborstudy.com no later than three (3) days before the hearing

for which the services are being requested.

For more information about the Cross Harbor Freight Program or to 

download a copy of the DEIS document, please visit the project website at

www.crossharborstudy.com. BRJC | 405 81st Street at 4th Avenue | 718-836-3103 | www.brjc.org 

Class begins  
Tues. Feb. 10th, 2015 

7:30-9:30pm 
at BAY RIDGE JEWISH CENTER  

Adult Education:      Introduction to Judaism 

Have you always had questions about Judaism that you wanted to ask?  

With an intimate group, YOU will explore the 
fundamental concepts of Judaism, including holidays, 
life cycle events, meaningful prayer, and rituals. You’ll 
learn the “how” as well as the "why" of Jewish practices 
through an experiential approach to learning. Students 
of all backgrounds and religions are welcome and  
no prior knowledge is necessary. **Call for pricing** 

Do you want to know how to raise your children in a Jewish home ? 

Are you interested in converting?  

If you answered yes to any of these questions, then this is the class for you! 

Class begins  
Tues. Feb. 10th, 2015 

7:30-9:30pm 
at BAY RIDGE JEWISH CENTER 

**Call for pricing** 

Politicos visit borough to kick tires ahead of site pick

For more hyper-local Brooklyn news on your computer, 
smartphone, or iPad, visit BrooklynDaily.com.
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BY DANIELLE FURFARO
The city’s push to build be-
low-market rate housing 
could have Brooklyn com-
munity gardens pushing up 
daisies.

The Department of Hous-
ing Preservation and Devel-
opment added 10 borough 
gardens to the list of 181 city 
lots it wants to open up for 
development as so-called “af-
fordable” housing. One gar-
dener who, with neighbors, 
convinced the city last year 
to allow planting in a Bush-
wick lot, said discounted 
apartments are needed, but 
that Mayor DeBlasio’s hous-
ing goals can be achieved by 
protecting rent-stabilized 
tenants and developing lots 
that are disused, not ones be-
ing tilled by green thumbs.

“The thought of the gar-
den being paved over is just 
so sad,” said Keri Kroboth, 
a founder of El Garden on 
Jefferson Street, between 
Central and Evergreen av-
enues in Bushwick. “After 
all of the energy that went 
into this garden, for it to be 

cut short so soon, people are 
devastated about it.”

If the city approves a devel-
oper’s pitch for a lot, the com-
pany gets the green light to 
tear up the garden and com-
mence construction. More 
than 750 city-owned lots did 
not make the list.

The gardeners knew their 
stay was touch-and-go, sub-
ject to the whims of city offi -
cials, but advocates say that 

there is no need to pull up 
their planting when other 
options are available, and 
that doing so shows residents 
the city doesn’t value green 
space, or the hardworking lo-
cals who create it.

“The history of commu-
nity gardens in New York 
City is a history of vacant 
lots that people imagined as 
something else and then cre-
ated,” said Paula Segal, head 
of the garden-activist orga-
nization 596 Acres, which 
pushes to give everyday peo-
ple access to vacant lots in 
their neighborhoods. “At 
least 550 of them were gar-
dens fi rst and were protected 
only after neighbors proved 
that their pilot projects were 
working.”

A gardener from another 
threatened veggie patch in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant said clos-
ing it would cut neighbors off 
from a source of nourishment 
— for mind and body. 

“This garden is bringing 
people together and giving 
people access to fresh fruit 
and vegetables,” said Kyie-

sha Kelly, one of the organiz-
ers of the Patchen Commu-
nity Square. “A lot of the kids 
that live in the neighborhood 
benefi t from it because it is a 
teaching tool.”

The Patchen Avenue gar-
den came together last year, 
and when the fruits and veg-
gies were ready to be picked, 
gardeners handed them out 
to people in the neighbor-
hood.

“We will give food out to 
anyone who stops by and is 
interested,” Kelly said. 

The city said it has no 
timeline on when develop-
ers will start building, so the 

gardeners have some breath-
ing room. The problem is, 
they don’t know how much, 
and housing offi cials have 
made it clear what they care 
more about.

“While community gar-
dens add great value to 
our city, our mission as an 
agency is to address the af-
fordable housing crisis that 
affects tens of thousands of 
hardworking New York fam-
ilies, and to revitalize and 
strengthen communities 
through the development of 
affordable housing — that is 
the primary use of our pipe-

City wants to bulldoze community plots for discount digs

NEW CROP: From left, Kat Vollono, Josefi na Hernández, Liz Atzberger, 
Renée Peperone, and Carlos Granado all helped to build and grow El Gar-
den on Jefferson Street in Bushwick — one of several community parks 
chosen by the city as possible development sites for below-market rate 
housing.  Photo by Jason Speakman

GETTING THEIR HANDS DIRTY: 
Elementary school teacher Tony 
Canty, left, and some of his stu-
dents plant veggies at El Garden.

Watch their garden go

THE CHECKING ACCOUNT
YOU DESERVE IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER.

VISIT YOUR LOCAL
BRANCH TODAY.

We’re committed to helping you on your way to a brighter future with:
Convenient Neighborhood Locations  |  Low Minimum Balance  |  Free Mobile Banking

Account terms may vary. Visit a branch for details. Offered by Capital One,® N.A., Member FDIC. © 2014 Capital One. All rights reserved.

Continued on page 16
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78TH PRECINCT
PARK SLOPE

Breaking away
A thief swiped a pricey bike from 

the basement apartment of a First 
Street townhouse sometime be-
tween Jan. 15 and Jan. 18, according 
to a report.

The burglar slipped into the do-
micile between Eighth Avenue and 
Prospect Park West — left unlocked 
while it was under construction — 
and made off with a Guru Photon DI 
2, which the owner valued at $13,000, 
cops said.

Mad tax
A man’s motorcycle vanished 

from its parking spot near his 
Union Street apartment sometime 
overnight on Jan. 19, according to 
police.

The victim parked his ride near 
his home between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues at 6 pm, but when he re-
turned at 7:30 am the next day, a 
thief had made off with the bike, a 
2012 gray Honda valued at $10,000, 
law enforcement offi cials said. The 
motorcycle had no outstanding tick-
ets, a report says.

Land line
Cops collared a man who they 

say swiped a woman’s cellphone in 
the Atlantic Avenue–Barclays Cen-
ter subway station on Jan. 22 and 
tried to destroy it when she con-
fronted him, according to a report.

The victim was waiting for a 4 
train when she felt someone bump 
up against her, and upon turning 
around saw the suspect holding her 
iPhone 6, cops said.

When he realized he had been 
spotted, the suspect drop-kicked 
the gadget onto the train tracks and 
tried to make his getaway, but the 
woman notifi ed offi cers and they 
nabbed the guy, per the police.

Snake in the glass
A crook smashed the window of a 

parked car on First Street on Jan. 23 
and made off with a plumbing snake, 
law enforcement offi cials said.

The car’s owner left it between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues, and 
when he returned he found the driv-
er’s-side window shattered, a report 
says. He valued the tool at $500, cops 
said. — Noah Hurowitz

84TH PRECINCT
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DUMBO–

BOERUM HILL–DOWNTOWN

Pull comes to shove
A pair of pushy crooks shoved a 

woman onto an F train at the Jay 
Street–MetroTech station on Jan. 
19, then grabbed her purse and took 
off as the doors closed, cops said.

The victim said she was standing 

on the Manhattan-bound platform 
waiting for a train at 8:30 pm, and 
that when it arrived, the two goons 
came over and did the deed.

Purse in hand, they took off to-
wards the station exit at Willoughby 
and Jay streets, according to a po-
lice report. The bag contained $100 
in cash and two credit cards, offi -
cers said.

Worked out
Fitness buffs reported two thefts 

in an Atlantic Avenue gym on Jan. 
19, the authorities said.

First, a crook broke into a locker 
in the gym, which is between Court 
Street and Boerum Place, cops said.

The victim said his wallet and 
cellphone were in the pocket of his 
coat when he locked it up before his 
workout at 1:20 pm. He fi nished ex-
ercising at 2:40 pm, and returned to 
the locker room to fi nd his cubby 
had been pried open and his wallet 
and phone removed, according to a 
report. The wallet contained debit 
and credit cards, offi cers said.

A second victim said he left a bag 
containing a bunch of clothing, a 
credit card, and $8 in cash, on the 
fl oor next to the basketball court at 
1:50 pm while he played a game. He 
fi nished at 3 pm, and when he went 
to get the bag, it was gone, police 
said.

Take four
Someone snuck into a Sydney 

Place apartment between Jan. 16 
and 19, and stole a laptop and four 
rings, according to law enforcement 
offi cials.

The victim said she left the door 
to her apartment between Aitken 
Place and Joralemon Street un-
locked when she left at 8:30 am on 
Jan. 16. She returned three days 
later at 4:30 pm to fi nd the items 
gone, cops said.

Three’s a crowd
A threatening threesome robbed 

a teenager at gunpoint on Nassau 
Street on Jan. 20, a report says.

The victim said the trio of toughs 
followed him to the back of a build-
ing between Navy and Gold streets 
at 8:23 am, and one fl ashed a piece.

“Give me all of it,” the goon sup-
posedly grunted.

The other two took a cellphone, 
headphones, and a wallet from the 
teen, then took off, the report says. 
The wallet contained $3 in cash, po-
lice said.

Dorm room raided
A couple of crooks stole shoes 

and clothing from an Atlantic Av-
enue dorm room on Jan. 20, police 
said.

The victim said he locked up his 
room, which is in a building be-
tween Hoyt and Smith streets, when 
he left at 1:30 pm. Security footage 
shows the two thieves enter the 
room 10 minutes later using a key, 
then leaving, according to a police 
report.

Inside, they snagged took a pair 
of Jordan sneakers, a pair of Tim-
berlands, and three pairs of Levi’s 
jeans, offi cers said.

— Matthew Perlman

90TH PRECINCT
SOUTHSIDE–BUSHWICK

Bad company
A group of ruffi ans followed a 

guy into his S. Sixth Street abode 
on Jan. 27 and attacked and robbed 
him, police said.

The victim said that he was on 
Grand Street at Roebling Street, 
on his way home, when a stranger 
asked him for a place to stay. He kept 
walking, then realized that there 
were three toughs tailing him, ac-
cording to NYPD offi cials.

The goons followed their quarry 
into his house on S. Sixth Street be-
tween Bedford Avenue and Berry 
Street at 3:30 am, pursuing him all 
the way into his bedroom, offi cers 
said. There, one punched him in the 
face and another strangled him un-
til he lost consciousness, per police. 
When he came to three hours later, 
his laptop, phone, record player, 
wallet, credit card, and $180 in cash 
had been taken, and he headed for 
the hospital, a report says.

The hard sell
A treacherous trio robbed a guy 

on Ten Eyck Street on Jan. 26, cops 
said.

The 27-year-old victim said he 
was near Lorimer Street at 11:45 
pm when the three scoundrels sur-
rounded him.

“We will shoot you if you do not 
give us your phone,” one of them 
supposedly said, though none of 
them actually displayed a gun, a re-
port says.

The victim handed over his cam-
era, phone, $30 in cash, debit card, 
and driver’s license, and the three-
some ran off, according to police.

Double shot
A desperado shot two young men 

on Graham Avenue on Jan. 31, cops 
said.

The victims said they were near 
Debevoise Street at 2:30 am when 
they heard two gunshots and real-
ized they had been shot, one in the 
arm and one in the leg.

They ran all the way to Woodhull 
Medical Center, law enforcement of-
fi cials said. Police checked cameras 
in the area, but could not fi nd foot-
age of the shooting, offi cers said. 

Ship and receive
Three con artists posed as UPS 

drivers to invade a woman’s Flush-
ing Avenue apartment on Jan. 31, 
according to a police report.

The 25-year-old victim said that 
she was at her abode near Bush-
wick Avenue at 5 pm when some-
one knocked on her door and iden-
tifi ed himself as a UPS driver. She 
cracked the door and saw that he 
was wearing a UPS uniform so she 
opened the door farther, she said.

The three fi ends then burst into 
her apartment with a gun and forced 
her into the bedroom. She told the 
robbers that there was cash in the 
dresser drawer and they took $300 
and scrammed, offi cers said.

Police said the woman refused to 
cooperate with the police because 
she was afraid of retaliation.

94TH PRECINCT
GREENPOINT–NORTHSIDE

Frozen funds
A burglar broke into a N. Sev-

enth Street frozen yogurt shop 
sometime between Jan. 26 and 27 
and stole two cash registers and a 
safe, cops said.

The manager of the store be-
tween Bedford Avenue and Berry 
Street reported that the prowler 
pried in sometime between 5 pm 
on Jan. 26 and 11:55 am the next 
day.

The safe had been bolted to the 
door and the worker was not sure 
how the culprit entered the build-
ing, according to the authorities. 
No word on how much money was 
in the registers and safe.

E-crook
A bandit busted into a man’s 

Meserole Avenue apartment and 
stole his computer on Jan. 26, of-
fi cers said.

The victim said that he left the 
door to his pad between Manhat-
tan Avenue and Lorimer Street 
unlocked when he went to work at 
1:30 pm on Jan. 26. 

When he came home at 7 pm, 
he found his tablet, laptop, and 
keyboard taken, according to a re-
port. — Danielle Furfaro
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....
HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer Directed 

Personal Assistance Program allows individuals 
more control over their caregiver services

by permitting you to choose your own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed

Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, 
OXFORD, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, 
BLUE CROSS, MAGNACARE, ELDERPLAN, 
HORIZON and many others

age
43

age
48

Call Today
718.832.3313
skinworksny.com

Javier Zelaya, M.D.
254 Prospect Park West, Bklyn
136 West 17th Street, NYC
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
Brooklyn’s top prosecutor has 
had a judge throw out the 1986 
burglary conviction of an im-
migrant facing deportation. 

The exoneration of Mi-
chael Waithe for a crime pros-
ecutors now say “never hap-
pened” is the fi rst following 
District Attorney Ken Thomp-
son’s announcement on Jan. 
28 that he is expanding the 
scope of his offi ce’s review of 
questionable convictions to 
include serious non-murder 
felonies such as gun posses-
sion and burglary.

“We’ve been dealing with 
the priority cases, the ones 
that were in prison for mur-
der, but now we have to start 
looking at these other cases,” 
Thompson said after a speech 
at a meeting of the New York 
State Bar Association in Man-
hattan.

Waithe spent a year and 
a half in prison after Dolo-
res Taylor, a tenant in the 
Prospect Lefferts Gardens 
apartment building where he 
worked as a security guard, 

falsely accused him of bur-
glary, according to the author-
ities. Taylor had blamed him 
when her car disappeared, 
prosecutors said. Unable to 
pin the vanished car on him, 
she reported her television 
stolen and told cops that she 
had witnessed Waithe and 
two other men grabbing the 
set from her home. It later 
emerged Taylor’s uncle had 
taken her car, according to 
the legal eagles. Prosecutors 
convicted Waithe on felony 
burglary charges for the TV 
theft, sending him to prison 
for nearly two years on Tay-
lor’s testimony alone, the Dis-
trict Attorney’s Offi ce said. 

Waithe, now an organizer 
with a union for healthcare 
workers, kept his nose clean 
after his release from prison, 
and the felony conviction 
faded into a bad memory un-
til 2011, when upon return-
ing from a trip to his native 
Barbados, immigration offi -
cials informed him he was be-
ing processed for deportation 
due to his record. He found 

out about the Conviction Re-
view Unit last fall, and when 
he contacted Thompson’s of-
fi ce the unit chose his case as 
its fi rst non-homicide review 
case, in part because Waithe’s 
ability to remain in the coun-
try was in imminent danger.

Waithe said he was driv-
ing to work when he found out 
that Thompson would be ask-
ing a judge to toss out his con-
viction, and he said he had to 
pull over as he broke down in 
tears of joy. 

“I had faith from day 
one,” he said moments after 
a Brooklyn Supreme Court 
judge affi rmed his innocence. 
“I just said, ‘Thank you God, 
thank you God, thank you 
God.’ ”

Despite spending time in 
prison and facing deportation 
thanks to the lies Taylor told, 
Waithe said he has no anger 
toward her. 

“I’m too overwhelmed with 
joy right now,” he said. “She 
has her own cross to bear.”

Thompson’s expanded re-
view includes “a handful” of 

non-homicide cases on top of 
the 130 cases selected for re-
view, of which 100 remain. 
Thompson’s offi ce has tossed 
11 convictions to date.

Thompson unseated for-
mer District Attorney Charles 
Hynes in 2013, ending Hynes’s 
23 years in offi ce. Hynes’s re-

tirement has been bumpy so 
far. He now faces allegations 
that he paid a political con-
sultant more than $1.1 mil-
lion in public funds from 2003 
to 2013, including $220,000 in 
cash seized from criminals.

The city probe that docu-
mented the charges also re-
vealed e-mails between Hynes 
and New York City chief judge 
Barry Kamins showing the 
judge consulted with Hynes 
on Hynes’s campaign and on 
cases being prosecuted by 
the District Attorney’s Of-
fi ce, and that he gave Hynes 
legal advice. The revelations 
prompted Kamins to resign.

Waithe was convicted un-
der Hynes’s predecessor  Eliz-
abeth Holtzman .

Thompson’s  Conviction 
Review Unit  is made up of 10 
prosecutors whose job con-
sists of re-investigating cases 
where there is reasonable sus-
picion that a claim of wrong-
ful conviction is genuine. The 
task force began its review in 
2014, with 71 of its cases in-

DA tosses fi rst non-murder conviction, allowing immigrant to remain here

RIGHTING WRONGS: District At-
torney Ken Thompson, left, shakes 
hands with Michael Waithe, whose 
1986 burglary conviction Thomp-
son got vacated. 
 Christina Carrega-Woodby

Conviction out, exoneree stays

Introducing ZERONA® LipoLaser — removes fat without surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® is a new body-
sculpting procedure designed to remove fat and contour the body without invasive surgery. ZERONA® allows you to 
continue your daily activities without interruptions from surgery, pain or wounds. ZERONA® works by utilizing 
the Low Level Laser (FDA cleared for laser body contouring to emulsify fat which then releases into the 

interstitial space. The excess fat is passed through the 
body during its normal course of detoxification. The 
ZERONA® procedure was proven through a double-
blind, randomized, multi-site, and placebo controlled 
study in which patients average loss of 3.64 inches, 
and some lost as much as 9 inches compared to the 
placebo group that lost only half an inch.

BECOME A NEW YOU IN THE NEW YEAR!
“What if I told you this cutting-edge device could melt inches off your waist and 
keep them off for good.”             —  Doctor Oz  talking about the ZERONA® LipoLaser

What you can expect: Our patients lose an average of 8–9 inches from the waist, 
hips and thighs and reduction in clothes size in 2 weeks. This is not a quick weight 
loss program — we are targeting adipose tissue and not taking off excess water 
weight. Results vary individually.

www.zeronalaserofnewyork.com
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of New York
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Where: ZERONA® Laser of New York

5911 16th Avenue, Brooklyn
Cost: FREE ($79 value) 

Call: (718) 234-6212
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BY NOAH HUROWITZ
A longtime opponent of Brook-
lyn’s former district attorney 
is once again trying to clear 
his name following one of the 
most bizarre prosecutions in 
borough history.

Lawyer John O’Hara has 
sued to overturn a 1999 convic-
tion for voting outside the dis-
trict where he was registered, 
the second ever such prosecu-
tion in New York state after 
suffragette Susan B. Anthony. 
The newly fi led motion argues 
that former district attorney 
Charles Hynes selectively 
prosecuted O’Hara for a crime 
Hynes allegedly committed 
himself, and that Hynes let 
slide across the board in all 
other instances, violating 
O’Hara’s right to equal protec-
tion under the law.

The motion is based on new 
evidence that has emerged 
since the last time O’Hara 
tried to overturn his convic-
tion. In a court document, 
O’Hara’s lawyer contends that 
Hynes and his political allies 
committed the same type of 

fraud O’Hara was convicted 
of, regularly registering to 
vote in districts they didn’t 
live in.

“Hynes singled out O’Hara 
for prosecution, as an act of 
political retribution, while 
turning a blind eye to simi-
lar acts by others, including, 
most extraordinarily, himself 
and others in his own prosecu-
torial offi ce,” wrote attorney 
Joel Rudin in the motion.

The document alleges that 
Hynes, his top lieutenants, 
and even the prosecutor who 
handled O’Hara’s case had 
committed long-term viola-
tions related to the residency 
requirements of their jobs, 
but unlike O’Hara, had never 
faced criminal prosecution. 

In late 2004, a Harper’s 
magazine reporter showed 
 Hynes himself had registered 
his Downtown offi ce as his 
residence in 1996 , and Hynes 
and his aides gave contradic-
tory explanations for the re-
ported misdeed. Hynes  threat-
ened to sue the magazine for 
libel , but never did, Rudin’s 

motion points out.
O’Hara had run fi ve times 

against Hynes allies in the 
early 1990s and had backed di-
rect opponents to Hynes. The 
case against him was purely 
political, Rudin said.

“Even assuming that he 
allegedly violated the law, he 
was selected for prosecution,” 
he said. “He was the only one 
prosecuted in more than 100 

years, and that violates his 
equal protection and his First 
Amendment rights. He was 
singled out for his political ac-
tivities.”

Following his conviction, 
O’Hara served fi ve years of 
probation, faced $20,000 in 
fi nes, performed 1,500 hours 
of community service, and 
was disbarred.

O’Hara freely admits he 
voted in the district of his girl-
friend’s Sunset Park abode, 
14 blocks from his own home, 
but his claim that Hynes im-
properly targeted him is bol-
stered by a state judicial com-
mission’s  2009 decision to 
reinstate him as a lawyer, and 
slam Hynes in the process .

“Mr. O’Hara, accurately 
it appears, claims that the 
[Hynes’s political] machine 
went gunning for him and 
pounced on his change of 
residency, calling it elec-
tion fraud,” read a report by 
the New York state Supreme 
Court’s 25-member Commit-
tee on Character and Fitness. 

Hynes ran the Brooklyn 

district attorney’s offi ce from 
1990 to 2013, when he lost in a 
landslide to Thompson.

Now, as cases Hynes pros-
ecuted and upheld are  being 
picked apart, and often over-
turned, by a 10-person team 
assembled by District Attor-
ney Ken Thompson , Hynes 
won’t pipe up to defend the 
O’Hara prosecution.

“When Hynes had 1,200 
people working for him with 
badges and guns he had no 
trouble giving comment,” 
O’Hara said.

Asked for a response, 
Hynes’s lawyer chuckled at 
the mention of O’Hara’s name, 
then said Hynes isn’t talking.

“He’s not gonna have much 
to say,” Robert Hill Schwartz 
said.

Thompson said in a state-
ment that he is looking into 
O’Hara’s latest claim.

“I am aware of the motion 
fi led by John O’Hara,” Thomp-
son said in a statement. “We 
will review this matter closely 
and determine if his convic-
tion should stand.”

Foe of former DA Charles Hynes says both committed the same crime 

O’YEAH: John O’Hara shows off 
the paperwork reinstating him as a 
lawyer in 2009. He is now fi ghting 
the felony conviction that got him 
disbarred in the fi rst place.

Persecuted lawyer: Clear my name
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Real people answer the phone at a health  
insurance company?  Yeah. When 8-tracks 
make a comeback.
Surprising, but true. Now there’s a different kind of health insurance company. One where real people called CareConnectors  
give you VIP treatment every step of the way. They answer the phones, can make doctors’ appointments for you (on your schedule) 
and help out with billing so you can just focus on getting well and staying that way. Still skeptical?

See for yourself. Call toll-free 855-558-5959. GetCareConnect.com
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
The city is forcing construction 
to stop at a Brooklyn Bridge 
Park housing development 
until bean counters can de-
termine whether the planned 
building will obstruct the view 
of the Brooklyn Bridge.

The Department of Build-
ings issued a partial stop 
work order on Monday after 
park administrators asked de-
veloper Toll Brothers to make 
sure the new luxury building, 
part of the Pierhouse develop-
ment on Furman Street, will 
not block protected views from 
the Brooklyn Heights Prom-
enade. The decision to dou-
ble-check the blueprints fol-
lows outcry by activists over a 
further-along hotel-and-condo 
building that locals say is 
taller than they agreed to.

The privately run park’s 
president said administrators 
are on board with the work 
stoppage if it ensures the view 
remains intact.

“We take our responsibil-
ity to protect the Scenic View 
District very seriously,” said 
Regina Myer in a statement. 

“This temporary stop work 
order will ensure nothing is 
built that will impact these 
views until the Department of 
Buildings approves the fi led 
plans.”

A group of community 
activists calling itself Save 
the View Now, has been ask-
ing public officials and the 
park’s board to halt con-
struction at Pierhouse, 
which is set to include three 
buildings altogether. The 
group formed after the first 
of those buildings, near the 
corner of Doughty Street, 
topped out at a level higher 
than many people expected, 
partially obscuring views 
of the Brooklyn Bridge from 
the Promenade with its roof-
top mechanical equipment 
and bar.

Recent Brooklyn Heights 
transplant Lena Dunham 
tweeted her support of the 
“Save the View Now” cam-
paign,  prompting several 
of her followers to fear that 
the popular morning talk-
show starring Rosie Perez 
and Whoopi Goldberg was in 

danger of being canceled .
The Brooklyn Heights 

Association, a 105-year-old 
civic group,  also raised the 
alarm about the height of 
this building , citing agree-
ments it helped broker start-
ing in 2006. Myer countered 
by claiming the building’s 
ultimate height was always 
known, and that necessary 

bulkhead on the roof, com-
bined with changes in regu-
lation resulting from the im-
pact of Hurricane Sandy, are 
what led to the confusion.

She has also said that the 
Cold Storage Warehouses, 
which previously occupied 
the Pierhouse lots, blocked 
even more of the view.

The site being scruti-

nized by the city now, un-
like the hotel-condo build-
ing, falls within a special 
zoning area designed to pre-
vent the loss of vistas of the 
distant island of Manhattan 
and of the borough’s name-
sake bridge. Save the View 
Now is demanding the park 
clarify the height of the fur-
ther-along building, and 
that some of the structure be 
lopped off if it turns out to be 
higher than was agreed to. 
Members also want assur-
ances the other two build-
ings will come with no such 
surprises.

Park administrators 
seemingly heeded the latter 
request this week by calling 
on the developer to confirm 
that its plans stay below the 
sight line, though a park 
spokeswoman denied that 
the request was a direct re-
sponse to the activists.

However it went down, 
activists praised the city’s 
response.

Toll Brothers did not re-
spond to requests for com-
ment.

Complaints that new building blocks views stops construction in its tracks

STOP THE BLOCK: Residents worry the second Pierhouse building will 
obstruct views of the Brooklyn Bridge the way the hotel does, though 
park administrators say the fi rst structure is within regulation. 
 Photo by Jason Speakman

Freeze! City halts Bridge Park work

IS YOUR ROOF READY FOR WINTER?

GUTTER
CLEANING

COMPLETE
FLASH & PAINT

ANY COMPLETE
ROOFING JOB

Licensed – Brooklyn – Insured

Top Quality Workmanship
References Available

Affordable – Professional & Courteous
718-833-3508

513 72nd Street, Brooklyn

$100
Any Size House

With Coupon Only.
Expires 2/15/15
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With Coupon Only.
Expires 2/15/15

$250 Off
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With Coupon Only.
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BUSINESS BROOKLYN STYLE – ADVERTISEMENT

It’s YOUR Health
The Pointing Finger

by Dr. Stephen Finger

As many of you know, written 
prescriptions will be illegal in New York 
State after March 27, 2015. If you agree that 
this will cause great harm and disruption 
to our health care system, please consider 
copying the following, or writing something 
similar, and sending it to your State Senator, 
State Assemblyman, and to the Governor 
before it’s too late. 

Remember, the prescription you save may 
be your own.

Sincerely,
Stephen Finger, M.D.
Brooklyn, NY
www.thepointingfinger.blogspot.com

Dear __________.
I have recently learned that you passed a 

law which will make written prescriptions 
illegal in New York State after Mar. 27th of 
this year and that all prescriptions will have 
to be submitted by computer after this date. I 
would strongly urge that you immediately act 
to repeal this law. It is unnecessary and will 
have numerous undesirable consequences, 
the most notable being,

1) Computers crash. When the computer 
used by my chosen provider or pharmacist 
malfunctions, I will have no way of obtaining 
my medications without providers making 
time-consuming phone calls on overtaxed 
phone lines....if the provider’s office is not 
already closed for the day and if the phone 
lines are open.

2) Software malfunctions. See #1 above.
3) Internet connections malfunction. 
    See #1 above.
4) I will no longer be able to shop for 

better service or less expensive medicines. 
Each prescription will be sent to a single 
pharmacy, making it very difficult and time 
consuming to comparison shop.

5) Privacy. Though all is to be ‘encrypted’, 
hackers had no trouble getting into 
computers of Sony Entertainment, Target, 
and many others. There is no reason to 
believe that prescription systems will be any 
more foolproof. I do not want my medication 
usage to be a matter of public knowledge.

 
I have been using written prescriptions 

without difficulty since...forever. I would 
very much appreciate your using your good 
offices to effect immediate repeal of this 
ill-conceived law before it does irreparable 
harm to our health and to our health care 
system. I consider this to be a matter of great 
urgency and look forward to hearing of the 
actions you have taken.

 
Respectfully,
..............

Dr. Finger practices medicine 
(Otolaryngology) in Brooklyn, NY. 
(718) 692-1515. drstevefinger@
aol.com  —  Visit our blog at: www.
ThePointingFinger.Blogspot.com
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IF YOU THINK 
YOU NEED TO GO TO 
MANHATTAN FOR 

 GREAT MEDICAL CARE, 
WE’VE GOT A BRIDGE 

TO SELL YOU.

It’s no big surprise—Brooklyn has it all. Including world-class medical care throughout the borough.  

NYU Langone Medical Center has more than 12 locations with physicians across all specialties—along with a new ER.  

To find the right NYU Langone specialist for you, call 888.7.NYU.MED or visit nyulangone.org.

NYU LANGONE HAS MORE THAN 
12 LOCATIONS IN BROOKLYN. 
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line of vacant land and avail-
able resources,” said housing 
department spokesman Eric 
Bederman.

Mayor DeBlasio is push-
ing a  plan  to “build or pre-

serve” 200,000 units of be-
low-market-rate housing in 
the next decade by rezoning 
to encourage density and of-
fering tax breaks and fund-
ing for projects that include 
below-market apartments. 
In emphasizing speed in con-
struction, DeBlasio has  fore-
gone trying to make most of 

the new apartments perma-
nently below-market .

Gardeners from El Garden 
have  launched an online peti-
tion to save their plots . The pe-
tition has garnered 327 back-
ers so far.

The full list of gardens in 
the city’s sights is as follows:

• Patchen Community 

Square in Bedford-Stuyvesant
• 462 Halsey Community 

Garden in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant

• Tranquility Farm in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant

• New Harvest Community 
Garden in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant

• EL Garden in Bushwick

• Isabahliah Ladies of Ele-
gance in Brownsville

• Brownsville Student Farm 
in Brownsville

• Powell Street Community 
Garden in Brownsville

• Imani Garden in Crown 
Heights

• La Casita Verde in Wil-
liamsburg

BY NOAH HUROWITZ
A man landed in the hospital 
on Monday morning when an 
underground explosion near 
Prospect Park sent a manhole 
cover crashing into his head, 
according to witnesses and of-
fi cials.

The blast shattered win-
dows in nearby buildings and 
hurled the heavy iron cover 
into the man’s skull as he 
walked his dog on Prospect 
Park West between Fourth and 
Fifth streets shortly before 
11:30 am, witnesses said.

The injured man’s dog, a 
black lab named Abbey, ran off 
into the park with a leash trail-
ing behind. 

Responders transported the 
man to Lutheran Medical Cen-
ter with “minor injuries,” ac-
cording to a Fire Department 
Spokesman, but a New York 
Times report stated he was in 
critical condition on Wednes-
day.

Sean Casey Animal Rescue, 
a local animal shelter, found 
the pooch wandering in the 
park and linked it to its injured 
owner using its microchip, ac-
cording to shelter’s  Facebook 
page . 

A tenant in a nearby build-
ing suffered lacerations from 
broken glass but did not need 
to go to the hospital, according 
to the landlord of the building. 

Four of his buildings lost win-
dows in the blast, he said.

Firefi ghters were already in 
the area responding to reports 
of smoke rising from the street 
several blocks away when the 
manhole blew its top, sending 
fl ames shooting nine feet into 
the air, according to fi rst re-
sponders on the scene. 

A second manhole fi re 
forced the evacuation of six 
residential buildings on Sixth 
Street early on Tuesday morn-
ing. The manhole between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues ig-
nited shortly after 4 am. 

Con Edison said the cause 
for both was salty runoff. 
 — with Elizabeth Graham

Blast in Slope sends cover fl ying, followed by second fi re

FIRE AND BRIMSTONE: Smoke pours from a manhole that blew its top 
on Monday morning, injuring two and shattering glass in nearby build-
ings. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

Man injured by manhole
Photo by Ellen D

unn

FOLLOW US ON

FOR ANIMALS INC. AND 
NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

ADOPT 
A PET
NYC Pets (For Animals Inc.)
218 5th Ave. • Brooklyn, NY
SUN FEB 8 • 12PM – 5PM

AnimalLeague.org • 516.883.7575 

25 Davis Avenue • Port Washington, NY

Attention

LANDLORDS
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For A FREE Consultation, Call 718-788-5052

HAGAN, COURY & Associates

Lost? 
Confused about business 

or your relationship? 

Gabriela 
is an experienced professional 

psychic who has helped many people  

Don’t wait anymore, 
get the answers you need today!

Call for appointment or 
just stop by at 578 Fifth Ave. 

in Park Slope 
or call 929–726–7921

Serving the Dental Needs for the Carrol Gardens 
and beyond for over 30 years!

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
 (Corner W. 9th St.),

     624-5554  624-7055

Plus 
Autoclave State-of-the-art 

Sterilization

Special Attention 
To Nervous & Anxious 

Patients

Children Treated With Tender Loving Care

Most Dental Plans
Accepted

Continued from page 7 
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Did you know there is more than $150 billion each year in loans, 

grants, and work-study programs that can help you and your family 
pay for college? 

 
You can access this money by completing the  

Free Application for Federal  Student  Aid (FAFSA) 
 

Complete your FAFSA with the Y!  
 

Locations in Manhattan, Queens, Brooklyn 
and The Bronx  

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
 
VISIT: WWW.YMCANYC.ORG/FAFSA  
 
 EMAIL: FAFSA@YMCANYC.ORG  
 

We  provide: 
�� On-site Trained Professionals to help complete the FAFSA  
�� Additional support after you complete the FAFSA 
�� Free Metrocards  

Supported by 

NEED MONEY FOR COLLEGE? 

LOSING 
YOUR HAIR?
Forget about ointments, 
shampoo, and 
hair transplant!

Hair Cells Plus

$100 OFF

5911 B 16th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11214

of your procedure with this ad

STEM CELL HAIR
REGROWTH SPECIALISTS

NO CHEMICALS. NO HAIRPIECES. NO WEAVES. 
NO TRANSPLANTS. NO LASER. COMPLETELY NON-INVASIVE!

718.872.6465 | info@haircellsplus.com | haircellsplus.com
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Visit BrooklynDaily.com/circus 
to Enter for a 

Chance to WIN Tickets and 
a Backstage Tour!

No purchase necessary. See BrooklynDaily.com/circus for full details.

Buy Tickets: Ticketmaster.com
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volving convictions built on 
evidence, confessions, or wit-
ness testimony brought by an 
allegedly crooked detective, 
Louis Scarcella.

Thompson said none of the 
non-murder cases under re-

view are linked to Scarcella.
Thompson’s next most re-

cent exoneration was that of 
 Derrick Hamilton , who was 
convicted of a fatal shooting 
in 1991 even though he had 
strong proof he was in Con-
necticut at the time. Hamilton 
was released in 2011, but his 
felony conviction had hung 
over his head until Thompson 

asked a judge to toss it.
In a speech to members 

of the bar association on 
Wednesday, Thompson said 
he set out to clean out bad 
convictions as a service to 
innocent people behind bars 
and to restore faith in law en-
forcement in Brooklyn.

“If you have any doubt 
that people are starting to 

lose faith in or system of jus-
tice, all you have to do is look 
at the tens of thousands of 
people who have been march-
ing and protesting in the past 
couple of months throughout 
the country from Oakland to 
Brooklyn,” he said. “Those 
calls refl ect that public trust 
is going down, and we have to 
do something about it.”

BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Brooklyn Heights kids have 
launched a campaign to save 
an anchor that has served 
as an unintentional piece of 
playground equipment on the 
Montague Street sidewalk for 
decades, and that an upscale 
eatery now wants gone.

Devan Spiro, a fourth 
grader at PS 8 on Hicks Street, 
is captaining the bid to fi nd a 
new resting place for the nau-
tical gear that has sat between 
Hicks and Pierrepont Place 
since before he was born. The 
restaurant and bar Friend of 
a Farmer, which has a Man-
hatttan location, wants to use 
the sidewalk space for out-
door seating. Spiro took the 
news hard, his dad said.

“He was super sad,” said 
Brendan Spiro, who has lived 
in Brooklyn Heights since 
1995. 

“But we took it as an op-
portunity.”

Devan said the heavy 
metal item is a cornerstone of 
the neighborhood.

“It really means a lot to me 

Fourth graders demand landmark be left alone

ANCHOR ALLIANCE: Devan Spiro loves the Montague Street anchor, and 
is hoping to get it moved somewhere nearby. Photo by Elizabeth Graham

ANCHOR YANKER

You might want to start the 
new year with a new car, and 
if you haven’t got time to shop, 
Signature Auto Group will 
drive the car to your doorstep.

That’s the kind of customer 
service the Bay Ridge com-
pany provides. It’s that easy, 
says Allen K., one of the own-
ers. Simply complete the pa-
perwork via a secure page of 
the website, and wait for the 
vehicle to show up. The driver 
will personally hand you the 
keys. It’s especially convenient 
for people who have to work 
late, because evening deliver-
ies can be arranged.  

Not into filling out forms 
online? Send an email or pick 
up the phone to make these 
same arrangements. 

Signature Auto Group, 
which has been in business 
since 2006 and just opened its 
new Bay Ridge facility in 2014, 
is a one-stop shop for all auto 
needs — leasing, buying, insur-
ance, early lease termination, 

lease transfers, trade-ins, and 
more. The mission is to build 
relationships, says Allan. 

“We strive to fulfill the 
needs of every customer, and 
have a proven track record for 
doing so.” Providing courte-
ous, honest service is always 
a priority.

At Signature Auto Group, 
you never have to wait for a 
sale, a special, or a promotion. 

“We always have specials 
going on, on a variety of mod-
els,” says Allen. When it comes 
to leasing a car, the company 
can save consumers between 
10 and 20 percent. That’s be-
cause of the high-volume of 
business they do. 

“The more we sell, the big-
ger the discount we can pass 
along to the customer,” says 
Allen.  

Many people prefer to lease 
cars. It can be more cost-ef-
fective than buying one, and 
nothing beats the feeling of 
getting behind the wheel of a 
new vehicle every two or three 

years. But when one goes to a 
dealership to lease, it can be 
intimidating, says Allen. 

“You speak with one sales-
person who gives you a price. 
Then, that person has to speak 
with a manager who gives you 
a special price,” he says. “It’s a 
four-hour process.” 

On the other hand, when 
you come to Signature Auto 
Group, you get the best rate 
immediately. Leases start at 
$99 per month, with no money 
down. The company removes 
all of the hassle that’s involved 
in purchasing a car, too. 

“We give the lowest-guar-
anteed price,” he says. “We are 
here to save you time, money, 
and heartache.” 

Choosing the right auto in-
surance can be tough, but Sig-
nature makes that easy, too, 
with fast, accurate quotes at the 
best prices. You can compare 
options and customize cover-
ages to fit individual needs. In 
addition to liability, medical, 
collision, and comprehensive 

policies, it offers insurance 
for repairing tires and wheels, 
dents, windshields, interiors, 
and key replacements. After the 
sale, the company is still there, 
providing advice and service.

Signature Auto Group has 
earned an A-plus rating from 
the Better Business Bureau, 
and the company website fea-
tures quotations from some 

very satisfied customers.
Signature Auto Group [9265 

Fourth Ave. at 94th Street in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 616–2277 and 
2026 Hylan Blvd. in Great Kills, 
Staten Island, (718) 790–2886, 
www.SignatureAutoNY.com]. 
Open Mondays through Thurs-
days, 9 am–9 pm; Fridays, 9 
am–6 pm; Saturdays, 10 am–6 
pm; Sundays, 11 am–4 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Low prices and courteous service 
at Signature Auto Group

and the whole community,” 
he said.

The youngster said he met 
two friends while playing on 
the anchor, and that he al-
ways sees kids climbing it.

The owner of Friend of a 
Farmer said the anchor can’t 
stay where it is, but he wants 
to drop it with someone will-
ing to go the extra nautical 
mile to fi nd it a new home.

“We don’t want it to go to 
waste,” said Taylor Morbito, 
who hopes to open up shop at 
the end of April.

The elder Spiro explained to 
his son that if he felt strongly 
about the anchor, other people 

might too, and that if they got 
together, they might be able to 
save it. Devan took this idea 
to school, and his classmates 
joined the fi ght. Their teacher 
had the students work on their 
writing by penning essays in 
support of saving the anchor, 
and some of them hit the streets 
with their parents on Saturday 
to collect signatures and tell 
passersby about their cause.

“It seems to have really 
struck a chord with people,” 
Brendan Spiro said.

The group hopes to get the 
anchor relocated to another 
place in the neighborhood, 
perhaps on the Brooklyn 

Heights Promenade, Spiro 
said.

The anchor has been 
around since the storefront 
housed a boat brokerage, at 
least as early as 1983, accord-
ing to the  Brooklyn Heights 
Blog . 

Brendan Spiro said he 
wants to teach his son that he 
should stand up for things he 
thinks are worth saving.

“This is New York. You 
have to get used to change,” 
he said. “But certain things 
should be a fi xture.”

Continued from page 10 
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Make your project our project no matter how big or small, no matter what budget. 
We offer plumbers, developers, contractors and homeowners the 

best brands and the latest technology to satisfy any taste and budget.

Our showroom, located in the heart of the downtown Brooklyn shopping district, 
is your one stop shopping location for all your kitchen and bath needs. 

Come in and enjoy a relaxing personalized experience that only our professionally trained 
staff can offer. Simply come in with your dreams, we will make them come true.
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BY MATTHEW PERLMAN
Clinton Hill post offi ce patrons 
are being left out in the cold 
this winter.

The Pratt Station post of-
fi ce is still closed as work con-
tinues on the condo building 
up Myrtle Avenue, where it 
is supposed to make its new 
home on the ground fl oor. The 
branch shuttered in October 
and the new location is not set 
to be completed until “some-
time after March,” according 
to a Postal Service spokes-
woman. In the meantime, lo-
cals looking to mail a letter 
have to visit a Postal Service 
truck repurposed as a drop-off 
point, which is only open until 
2 pm, and people who missed 
package deliveries have to 
trek all the way to Bushwick 
to retrieve them.

A customer mailing a 
package at the mobile sta-
tion on Jan. 28 said he thinks 
he knows why it is taking so 
long. 

“It’s government work,” 
said Greg Henderson, who 
lives in Bedford-Stuyvesant. 
“That’s the answer to that. 

These guys probably get paid 
by the hour.”

Henderson said he 
schlepped to Bushwick earlier 
in the week to pick up a parcel 
and counted 53 people on line 
to do the same thing.

“Everyone was on the 
phone complaining,” he said.

People looking to purchase 
stamps, pay for their post of-
fi ce box, or mail packages can 
use the mobile unit, which is 
parked in front of the new lo-
cation at 609 Myrtle Ave. be-
tween Taaffe Place and Kent 
Avenue. The portion of the 
new facility housing post of-
fi ce boxes is operational, 
but both it and the truck are 
only open from 9 am until 2 
pm, Monday through Friday, 
hours that are a huge pain for 
most working people.

“The problem is that you 
have to pick your mail before 
2 pm,” said Barbara Clinton, 
who has a box at the new Pratt 
Station. “People getting off 
from work won’t make it here 
by then.”

Henderson admits that the 
line for the truck is usually 
shorter than what he encoun-
tered at the old Pratt Station 
branch. To say he doesn’t re-
member it fondly is an ex-
treme understatement.

“I was ready to go postal 
just trying to mail a package 

there,” he said. “I hope this 
place is an improvement.”

In a statement, the Postal 
Service thanked residents for 
their patience.

“Brooklyn Postmaster Ed-
ward Roggenkamp and the 

Pratt Post Offi ce team want 
to thank the community for 
their patience and coopera-
tion, and especially their pa-
tronage over the years, while 
the USPS works through this 
transition,” the blurb reads.

Neighbors angered by trek to Bushwick, weird hours

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 
(Above) The old Pratt Sta-
tion post office on Myrtle 
Avenue closed in October 
after the landlord refused 
to renew the Postal Ser-
vice’s lease. The Clinton 
Hill branch is headed to 
(left) this building five 
blocks up Myrtle Avenue, 
just inside Bedford-
Stuyvesant. 

NOT NO. 1: Greg Henderson shows 
his disdain for the Postal Service 
in front of the truck that is serving 
as an interim letter drop-off and 
closes at 2 pm. His hand gesture is 
covered for the protection of our 
readers. CNG / Matthew Perlman

PO’d about C’Hill P.O.

Complete Banking gives you even more freedom and  
time to do the things you love. Plus, get up to $200  
when you open a new Complete Checking Plus account.*
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Checking 

Plus.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark
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For more information, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889  
or visit www.FlushingBank.com.
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LIU Brooklyn Sits in the Media Capital of the World

COVER THE 
WORLD AROUND YOU

LIU Brooklyn’s Department of Journalism and Communications Studies emphasizes  
ethics, journalistic inquiry, entrepreneurial skills, and professional practice while a faculty  
of award-winning journalists and media leaders bring their experience and expertise from  
the newsroom into the classroom, preparing students to become leaders in the industry.  
LIU Brooklyn students graduate ready for the fast changing news media ahead of them.

Apply today. 
liu.edu/bkjournalism

Polk Awards
For more than 60 years,  
Long Island University  
has proudly presented  
the George Polk Awards  
in Journalism, the �rst major 
award of its kind to recognize 
reporting across all media.
polkawards.org
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people do not notice smoke, they 
do not need to take special pre-
cautions. The odor may be pres-
ent long after worrisome levels of 
smoke abate.”

One local said that the scene 
this week reminds him of the af-
termath of the Sept. 11 attacks. 

“I worked at 9-11 at ground 
zero, helping out the Red Cross,” 
said Jonathan Burkan, who lives 
at Kent Avenue and N. Eighth 
Street. “That was the last time 
I have seen such smoke and so 
many fi re trucks.”  

Burkan said he is considering 
moving his family out temporarily 
to get away from the acrid smoke. 

“If it is bad enough, I am going 
to a hotel for a few days,” he said. 
“I have two small kids to think 
about.”

At press time, fi refi ghters had 
been on the scene since early Sat-
urday morning and fi re offi cials 
predicted the paper would smol-
der at least through this weekend. 
The FDNY said fi refi ghters re-
sponded to a call at about 5:30 am 
on Saturday, put out a small fi re 
at CitiStorage, and left. At 6:28 
am, fi refi ghters got the call about 
a much larger fi re at the same fa-
cility, offi cials said. Since then, 
several hundred fi refi ghters from 
more than 40 companies have 

taken turns battling the blaze 
from the ground and from boats 
on the East River. 

Fire Department offi cials de-
clined to say how the two fi res 
are related, or to comment on the 
possibility that fi refi ghters failed 
to put out the initial fi re, or that 
both were deliberately set.

The causes of the both fi res 
are still under investigation by 
fi re marshals, FDNY spokesman 
Frank Dwyer said. 

The warehouse, which now has 
sections of collapsed roof and has 
been reduced to piles of rubble in 
other parts, sits on a valuable strip 
of waterfront land in Williams-
burg where property values have 
been hovering at about $400 per 
buildable square foot, according 
to commercial real estate broker 
Chris Havens. At that rate, zoning 
puts the value of the property at 
$71.5 million. It is desirable to de-
velopers, fi re or no, Havens said. 

“Anyone who is going to buy 
this land is going to build some-
thing else on it and not keep it as a 
storage facility,” Havens said. “So 
the fi re is irrelevant to the value 
of the land.”

Schade believes that the Cit-
iStorage lot is now toxic enough 
to qualify as a government-des-
ignated brownfi eld or Superfund 
cleanup site. 

A number listed for CitiStor-
age rang and rang, never going to 
voicemail during repeated calls.

Continued from page 4 

SMOKE

Albemarle Theatre
973 Flatbush Ave. at Albemarle Road
Built in: 1921
Closed in: 1984
Now houses: A Jehovah’s Witnesses hall
Fun fact: The marquee advertised the 1982 movie 
“Creepshow” for years after a fi re damaged the 
theater and forced it to close.

Rialto Theatre
1085 Flatbush Ave. at Cor-
telyou Road
Built in: 1916
Closed in: 1976
Now houses: Cortelyou 
Road Church of God
Fun fact: During the era of silent movies, the the-
ater employed a small orchestra and organist to ac-
company fi lms and play during intermission.

brother to local Council-
man Mathieu Eugene. 
“Just look at how many 
people are here.”

Markowitz, who now 
works as an outer-borough 
tourism czar for the city, 
was among the host of lo-
cal politicos who were no 
less visibly wowed about 
the theater’s reopening.

Ross is the fi rst act of  a 
2015 schedule packed with 
bold-faced names , includ-
ing Gladys Knight, Crosby, 
Stills, and Nash, and the 
Moscow Ballet.

“We’ve got a lot of foot-
prints coming here from 
all over the city,” Flatbush 
Assemblywoman Rod-
neyse Bichotte said. “We 
are really experiencing 
an explosion and enhance-
ment of performing arts in 
Flatbush.”

The theater is hosting a 
free walk-through on Sat-
urday afternoon.

Community walk-
through at the Kings The-
atre (1027 Flatbush Ave. 
between Duryea Place and 
Tilden Avenue in Flat-
bush, www.kings theat re.
com). Feb. 7, noon to 4 pm.

Continued from page 3 

DIANA ROSS

Continued from page 3 

THEATERS

BEAR WITNESS: The Albemarle Theatre on Flatbush Av-
enue has become a Jehovah’s Witnesses hall. 
 Photo by Steve Solomonson
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“More New Yorkers choose MetroPlus
than any other health plan!*”l

*Consumers in New York City who enrolled via the NY State of Health Marketplace October 1, 2013 to April 15, 2014.

MKT 14.33 v2

Join one of the most 
affordable health plans on the 

NY State of Health Marketplace.

Enroll by February 15, 2015.

1.855.809.4073
metroplus.org
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A New Year! A New Level  
of Care for Brooklyn’s Children: 

Lutheran Now Welcomes 

NYU Langone Medical 

Center Pediatric Specialists.

Lutheran now offers:

 Cardiology

 Endocrinology

 Gastroenterology

 Nephrology

 Pulmonology

 Rehabilitation Medicine

 Lutheran

www.LutheranHealthCare.org     To find a physician call 718-630-RxRx (7979)
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Keeping marriage 
going strong into your 

golden years

Happily 
ever 
after

T he trend of long-married 
couples calling it quits 
has been growing. How-

ever, there are some steps cou-
ples can take to keep their re-
lationships going strong.

According to the AARP, di-
vorces among people over the 
age of 50 have doubled since 
1990. According to Susan 
Brown, co-director of the Na-
tional Center for Family and 
Marriage Research at Bowl-
ing Green State University, 
one out of three baby boomers 
will face their golden years 
unmarried.

There are a number of rea-
sons why divorce rates have 
skyrocketed among the over-
50 set. Understanding just 
why these divorces are tak-
ing place and taking proactive 
steps to alleviate some of the 
divorce triggers can be a rec-
ipe for a happy marriage that 
continues throughout a cou-
ple’s golden years.

Increase accountability
Ours is a transient society 

where families no longer bat 
an eyelash over moving great 
distances away from other 
family members. As a result, 
boomers may feel like they 
are not connected to children 
or grandchildren. With this 
in mind, they may feel less at-
tached to their marriage or 
their responsibilities, or be-
lieve that no one will get hurt 
by a divorce. Keeping fami-
lies close and remaining in 
frequent contact can increase 
accountability and reduce the 
propensity for divorce.

Get things in the open 
A major reason for a failed 

marriage is years of avoid-
ing signifi cant issues, rather 
than addressing problems. 
Couples should make time 
to talk to each other about 
anything that might be both-
ering them, rather than let-

ting too many things slide. If 
these conversations turn into 
shouting matches, there is al-
ways the option of bringing 
in a third party to serve as a 
mediator.

Spend time apart 
After retirement, couples 

may fi nd themselves spending 
hours upon hours in each oth-
er’s company. While togeth-
erness can be benefi cial, too 
much time spent together may 
lead to feelings of suffocation 
and the perception that each 
member of the relationship is 
no longer his or her own per-
son. 

Individuals can remedy 
this by doing more things on 
their own, whether spending 
time apart with friends or en-
gaging in hobby time with-
out your spouse. After all, ab-
sence makes the heart grow 
fonder. Brief periods of sepa-
ration can make the time mar-

ried couples do spend together 
feel more meaningful.

Renew your vows
After 30 or more years, 

the vows you shared on your 
wedding day may be a distant 
memory. Some people may 
have different views on the 
permanence of vows, putting 
personal happiness ahead of 
the happiness of the couple. 
Take stock of what you prom-
ised one another on your wed-
ding day and stick to those 
words.

Become a comedian
Laughter has a way of dis-

solving a tenuous situation. 
Focus energy on laughing at 
mistakes instead of pointing 
blame. Couples can make fun 
of themselves and resolve to 
not take things too seriously.

Act like you’re dating
Couples often become 

complacent after many years 
of marriage. They may forget 
about the little details that 
made the relationship fun in 
the early years. 

The personal notes and 
cards and other surprises 
may fall by the wayside af-
ter being together for some 
time. Make an effort to go 
on dates, write love notes, 
and think of what was ap-
preciated by your partners 
when you were in the dating 
stage.

Practice selflessness
Sometimes all that is 

needed to rekindle a rela-
tionship is a selfl ess act that 
shows how much you care for 
your partner. 

Couples who are on the 
fence with regard to divorce 
can make an effort to im-
prove the relationship rather 
than simply see divorce as 
the best option. 
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Dr. Thomas Aiello and Dr. Adam Pass 
have combined their practices into a 
state-of-the-art model of 21st century 
healthcare delivery.

Dr. Aiello is particularly skilled in 
refractive surgery and premium implant 
cataract microsurgery.

Dr. Pass is fellowship trained in neuro-
ophthalmology, performs cataract surgery, 
regularly assists in retinal surgical 
procedures, and enjoys seeing patients in 
pediatric, adult  and senior age groups.

Both are board certified by the American 
Board of Ophthalmology and have been 
recertified.

Adam B. Pass, M.D.
Thomas C. Aiello, M.D

8723 Third Avenue
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11209

718-836-2001
718- 836-1779

OPEN 6 DAYS
Most Health Insurances

Accepted

Board Certified 
Ophthalmologist

Advanced Cataract 
Surgery

Specialists in the 
Diagnosis of Eye 
Diseases

Medicare Accepted

GHI United Healthcare, 
Oxford,BCBS

Emblem, Healthfirst

LASIK Refractive 
Surgery

Open 6 Days/wk

Emergencies accepted 

Full Service Optical   
with a licensed Optician 
is available on premises 
on Mondays and 
Wednesday through 
Saturday.

BY JOANNA R. LEEFER

M y 97-year-old mother-in-law 
Lillian has been receiving her 
medical care through the orig-

inal Medicare since she turned 65. It 
covers her doctor visits, lab tests, and 
prescription drugs. When she turned 
90 she started to need assistance with 
dressing and eating. Since she has lim-
ited income and assets, she qualifi ed to 
receive home care through a Managed 
Long Term Care Plan, a private agency 
that is paid by Medicaid. In addition to 
her home care, the long term care plan 
covers her dental care, hearing aides, 
her walker and wheelchair, and her 
transportation to and from her doc-
tors. In the next few months her health 
plan coverage could change.

Lillian is one of approximately 
800,000 New York State residents clas-
sifi ed by the government as “Dual Eli-
gibles,” that is individuals 65 years or 
older who receive both Medicare and 
Medicaid benefi ts. Beginning in Janu-
ary, New York City’s dual eligibles re-
ceived letters from the State Depart-
ment of Health introducing them to a 
new government health care program 
that can replace their current Medi-

care or Medicaid services. If one of 
your relatives received one, do not ig-
nore it.

The new program, called a Fully 
Integrated Dual Advantage program, 
offers a full spectrum of government 
health care services, including doc-
tor and hospital visits, all prescription 
medicines, and home or nursing home 
care all through one provider. The pro-
gram will roll out in April 2015. The 
letter claims that the program will 
simplify medical care. One advantage 
of the new plan includes medical vis-
its with no payment deductibles, no 
copayments, and no plan premiums. 
Another advantage is the introduction 
of an Interdisciplinary Team that will 
oversee the enrollee’s health care. The 
team will consist of the enrollee and a 
trusted friend or relative, the doctors, 
the home care aide and a Fully Inte-
grated Dual Advantage plan care man-
ager.

After this brief introduction to 
Fully Integrated Dual Advantage ben-
efi ts, the letter asks all recipients if 
they would like to disenroll from their 
current Medicare or Medicaid plan 

New Medicaid program 
could impact seniors

Continued on page 28

M any budding retirees 
plan to travel, relax, 
and enjoy the company 

of their spouses when they of-
fi cially stop working. But such 
plans only are possible if work-
ers take steps to secure their fi -
nancial futures in retirement.

According to a recent sur-
vey by the personal fi nance ed-
ucation site MoneyTips.com, 
roughly one-third of Baby 
Boomers have no retirement 
plan. The reason some may 
have no plan is they have mis-
conceptions about how much 
money they will need in re-
tirement. Successful retirees 
understand the steps to take 
and how to live on a budget.

Have a plan 
Many people simply fail 

to plan for retirement. Even 
men and women who invest 
in an employer-sponsored re-
tirement program, such as a 
401(k), should not make that 

the only retirement planning 
they do. Speak with a fi nancial 
advisor who can help you de-
velop a plan that ensures you 
don’t outlive your assets.

Set reasonable goals 
Retirement nest eggs do not 

need to be enormous. Many 
retirees have a net worth of 
less than $1 million, and many 
people live comfortably on less 
than $100,000 annually. When 
planning for retirement, don’t 
be dissuaded because you 
won’t be buying a vineyard 
or villa in Europe. Set reason-
able goals for your retirement 
and make sure you meet those 
goals.

Make saving a priority
Saving comes down to for-

mulating a plan specifi c to 
your goals, resources, abili-
ties, and skills. Make saving 
a priority and take advantage 
of employer-sponsored retire-

ment programs if they are of-
fered.

Don’t underestimate 
spending 

You will need money in re-
tirement, and it’s best that you 
don’t underestimate just how 
much you’re going to need. No 
one wants to be stuck at home 
during retirement, when peo-
ple typically want to enjoy 
themselves and the freedom 
that comes with retirement. 
Speak to a fi nancial planner to 
develop a reasonable estimate 
of your living expenses when 
you plan to retire.

Pay down or avoid 
debt while you can 

Retiring with debt is a 
big risk. Try to eliminate all 
of your debts before you re-
tire and, once you have, focus 
your energy on growing your 
investments and/or saving 
money for retirement. 

ELDERCARE TODAY

Successful ways to stretch 
your retirement savings

Many budding retirees have misconceptions about how much money 
they will need in retirement.
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ELDERCARE

Helping Brooklyn Th rive
nym.org  •  866-84-HEART 

The specialists at the New York Methodist-Cornell Heart 
Center off er a full range of heart care services in the most modern 

cardiac center in Brooklyn. Th ey provide the newest procedures 
and technology for diagnosis and treatment, including medical 
management, balloon angioplasty stent placement, minimally invasive 
and cardiac surgery and transcatheter aortic valve replacement (TAVR) 
– all performed by exceptional specialists and surgeons.

EXCEPT IONAL

ELDERCARE TODAY

If an expired medication is taken by mistake, there’s little 
need to worry about potentially adverse effects.

It is 2 am and that cough and 
stuffy nose you have been bat-
tling is still keeping you up. You 

reach for the nighttime cold relief 
medicine only to fi nd it expired a 
few months ago. If you take a dose 
to ease your symptoms, will you be 
putting yourself at risk?

This situation is a relatively 
common occurrence. Many med-
icine cabinets are stocked with 
over-the-counter drugs as well as 
prescription medications that may 
be past their expiration dates. It 
is a good idea to routinely discard 
expired medicines, but if you hap-
pen to take a drug that has passed 
its expiration date, you will most 
likely suffer no ill effects.

According to the Harvard Med-
ical School Family Health Guide, 
the expiration date on a medicine is 
not the dates when a drug becomes 
hazardous. Rather, it marks the 
period of time after which a drug 
company can no longer guaran-

tee the effi cacy of the medication. 
Since 1979, drug manufacturers 
selling medications in the United 
States have been required by the 
Food and Drug Administration to 
stamp an expiration date on their 
products. This is the date until 
which the manufacturer can still 
guarantee full potency of the drug. 

Expiration dates also may be a 
marketing ploy. Francis Flaherty, 
a retired Food and Drug Admin-
istration pharmacist, has said 
drug manufacturers put expira-
tion dates on products for market-
ing purposes rather than scientifi c 
reasons. It doesn’t make fi nancial 
sense to a company to have products 
on the shelves for years. Therefore, 
most drug manufacturers will not 
do long-term testing on products to 
confi rm if they will be effective 10 
to 15 years after manufacture.

The U.S. military has conducted 
its own studies with the help of the 
Administration. Food and Drug 

Administration researchers tested 
more than 100 over-the-counter and 
prescription drugs. Around 90 per-
cent were proven to still be effec-
tive long past the expiration date 
— some for more than 10 years. 
Drugs that are stored in cool, dark 
places have a better chance of last-
ing because the fi llers used in the 
product will not separate or start 
to break down as they might in a 
warm, humid environment. Stor-
ing medicines in the refrigerator 
can prolong their shelf life.

Although a pharmacist cannot 
legally advise consumers to use 
medication past an expiration date, 
most over-the-counter pain reliev-
ers and drugs in pill form should 
still be fi ne. Certain liquid antibi-
otics and drugs made up of organic 
materials can expire faster than 
others. For those who still want to 
err on the safe side, routinely clean 
out medications from cabinets once 
they expire. 

Are expired medications 
still safe to take?
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and enroll in a dual advan-
tage plan. They have 90 days 
to decide. They will receive 
written periodic reminders: 
one 30 days after receiving the 
original announcement and 
one after 60 days. But there is 
a catch.

If a recipient does not re-
spond in the indicated time 
period, the New York State 
Department of Health will as-
sume the candidate wants to 
be in a dual advantage plan 
and will “passively enroll” 
him in one of the 22 available 
plans. In other words, a candi-
date must actively respond to 
the inquiry and indicate that 
he prefers to remain in his 
current plan (that is, opt out of 
a dual advantage plan), or the 
government will assume he 
wants to enroll. The State will 
then arbitrarily assign him to 
a plan.  

Although the new plan of-
fer several benefi ts that could 
simplify care, there are some 
downsides to consider as well. 
One disadvantage is the lim-
ited provider network. In orig-
inal Medicare, members can 

use any Medicare doctor reg-
istered in the United States. 
In dual advantage plans, new 
enrollees are limited to doc-
tors and other medical ser-
vices in their program net-
work. Another disadvantage 
is in drug coverage. New en-
rollees will be restricted to 
medications covered by their 
new plan. That means a per-
son must check that his dual 
advatage plan will cover his 
prescriptions or he will not re-
ceive them — or, he must pay 
for them out of pocket.  

A fi nal disadvantage con-
cerns secondary medical cov-
erage. Many people who enroll 
in traditional Medicare have 

secondary coverage through 
an employee-sponsored, 
union-sponsored, or a Medi-
gap program. Under Fully In-
tegrated Dual Advantage the 
registrant will lose his sec-
ondary coverage. This might 
not impact the enrollee, but it 
could impact family members 
if they are covered as well. If 
this is the case, the applicant 
should check his current pol-
icy to determine if this change 
will cause the family to lose 
their coverage.   

If a dual eligible decides 
to enroll in a dual advantage 
program, he still has time 
to make adjustments. An en-
rollee can continue to use his 

current providers for at least 
90 days after enrollment or 
until a care assessment has 
been completed under the new 
plan. After the time period 
has expired, Fully Integrated 
Dual Advantage will no lon-
ger pay for the doctor unless 
she agrees to participate in 
the new plan.

On a positive note, enroll-
ment in a dual advantage plan 
is reversible. Anyone who en-
rolls, either passively or ac-
tively, can elect to leave and 
switch to another plan or re-
turn to the original if he is not 
satisfi ed with the service. Par-
ticipants can disenroll at any 
time. However, the change 
will not be immediate. A plan 
does not go into effect until the 
fi rst of the following month, so 
at most a person would have to 
wait 30 days.

When my mother-in-law re-
ceived her introductory letter, 
the whole family sat down and 
discussed the advantages and 
disadvantages. After much 
deliberation we decided that 
Lillian should remain in her 
current plan. Her current doc-
tors know her and visit her at 
her home and she loves her 
home attendants. Why change 
a good thing? We called the 

phone number listed on the 
introductory letter and opted 
out of a Fully Integrated Dual 
Advantage plan.  

We do not want to rock the 
boat. New programs are often 
welcome, and simplicity is of-
ten a good reason to change. 
Fully Integrated Dual Advan-
tage plans might offer advan-
tages for some Medicaid recip-
ients who receive home care. 
But in our case, we worked 
hard to get Lillian a staff of 
trusted professionals and de-
pendable services. We do not 
want to risk the unknown. We 
are happy with her current 
coverage. 

Joanna R. Leefer is a se-
nior care advisor/advocate 
and founder of ElderCareGiv-
ing, a service that helps fami-
lies get the best care for their 
aging loved ones when family 
care is no longer enough. She 
has been working with seniors 
and their families for ten years. 
Her book Almost Like Home: 
A Family Guide to Navigat-
ing the Nursing Home Maze 
was reviewed in Jane Brody’s 
Personal Health column of the 
New York Times.  To read the 
review and to order go to http://
joannaleefer.com/reviews/

Continued from page 26

Medicaid

ELDERCARE TODAY

T oday’s families are 
more geographically di-
verse than ever before. 

Whereas it was once com-
mon for families to remain 
in the same city or state for 
generations, nowadays fam-
ilies routinely spread out 
across the country, if not the 
world. Thanks to technologi-
cal advancements that make 
it easier than ever before to 
stay in touch, families today 
can still thrive and stay close 
even if they live hundreds, if 
not thousands, of miles away 
from one another.

One issue facing many fam-
ilies that have chosen to spread 
out is how to help Mom and 
Dad when they reach the age 
where they need their adult 
childrens’ help. While this 
wasn’t a problem for the fami-
lies of yesteryear, it is a genu-
ine concern for adults who live 
far away from their parents. 
Fortunately, there are ways to 
be there for your elderly par-
ents even when you can’t phys-
ically be there for them.

Speak to your parents 

about what they need. While 

some parents might not be able 
to realistically assess their 
needs, children should speak 
to their parents when mak-
ing decisions about their care. 

Adults who live far away from 
their parents might not know 
exactly what their parents 
need, so discuss the problems 
they might be having on a day-

to-day basis to determine the 
level of care or assistance they 
will need.

Examine fi nances. Man-
aging money is often diffi cult 
for seniors who have had an 
accident or are dealing with 
a serious medical condition. 
Seniors might forget to pay 
bills or be struggling to man-
age money with the escalating 
costs of prescription medica-
tions and health care in gen-
eral.

To help avoid missed bills, 
adult children can utilize on-
line bill paying offered by 
many banks, wherein bills are 
automatically paid each month 
on their due date by simply be-
ing deducted from a given ac-
count. Adult children can also 
consult a fi nancial advisor to 
develop a plan that allows se-
niors access to their money 
while ensuring it will still be 
there when they need it.

Research community re-

sources. Many communities 
provide adequate resources 
for the elderly who might be 
incapacitated or otherwise 
need assistance. Programs 

such as Meals on Wheels 
can be a great assistance to 
long-distance caregivers con-
cerned about their elderly par-
ents. People can consult with 
the Department of Health and 
Human Services or visit www.
Eldercare.gov and use their 
eldercare locator to fi nd lo-
cal agencies designed to help 
older persons and their fami-
lies access community-based 
services including transporta-
tion, meal delivery and home-
care.

Stay in touch with se-

niors’ physicians. One way 
to monitor elderly parents 
from far away is to keep in 
frequent contact with their 
physicians. Discuss the sit-
uation with your parents’ 
physicians in person, and 
ask to be kept abreast of any 
changes in their health that 
might require altering their 
daily routines or homecare 
schedules.

For additional tips or infor-
mation on helping elderly par-
ents from afar, visit the U.S. 
Administration on Aging web-
site at www.aoa.gov.

Helping elderly parents or relatives from afar
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ELDERCARE

Thank you GuildNet.

Having a chronic illness can mean many 
changes – especially if your loved one 
is visually impaired. But one thing that 
doesn’t have to change is your doctor. With 
GuildNet’s long term care plans, your loved 
ones can keep their own doctors. 

Call GuildNet – we speak your language.

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220
or visit  
www.GuildNetNY.org

Dad kept his 
doctor, and his 
independence.

As the men and women 
in the baby boom generation 
reach the age of retirement, 
the investments they have 
made over the course of their 
careers are probably coming 
into sharp relief. Some have 
spent years funneling por-
tions of their salaries into 
401ks, Roth IRAs, or other re-
tirement accounts in prepa-
ration for what is to come.

However, what will deter-
mine the length and quality 
of life a senior enjoys can 
depend as much on physi-
cal wellbeing as on financial 
health.  In this regard, well-
functioning joints can be a 
key. Whether the plan is to 
spend more time with the 
grandchildren, to travel, or 
to hit the golf course as often 
as possible, problems with 
joints that have developed 
or worsened over time can 
have a painful and mobility-
limiting effect that coun-
terbalances even the most 
high-performing retirement 
portfolio. 

“It’s no secret—if you 
want to give yourself the best 

chance to enjoy a long and 
healthy life, you need to stay 
active, and to do that, your 
joints have to function well,” 
says Matthew Wert, M.D., or-
thopedic surgeon and direc-
tor of sports medicine at New 
York Methodist Hospital. 
“Over the course of our lives, 
our joints—the connections 
between bones in areas such 
as the knee and hip—will nat-

urally experience some ‘wear 
and tear.’ This may be due to 
arthritis, injury, disease, or 
simply growing older. Even 
with medications, living with 
worn or injured joints can be 
painful and limiting, and if 
an injured joint in your knee 
or hip inhibits your ability 
to get up and walk around, 
a host of complications can 
eventually follow, including 

increased risk of obesity, type 
II diabetes and heart disease. 
For those patients who no 
longer enjoy a good quality of 
life due to joint damage, and 
for whom we cannot address 
the problem non-surgically 
or through medication, get-
ting a joint replacement pro-
cedure now may be the best 
retirement ‘investment’ they 
can make.”

Knee replacement, also 
known as knee arthroplasty, 
is the most common type of 
joint replacement procedure. 
It is recommended most of-
ten for patients experiencing 
degenerative osteoarthritis, 
which has caused the carti-
lage in the knee joint to break 
down over time. Joint re-
placement is also commonly 
recommended for patients 
with arthritis of the hip. Ad-
vances in minimally invasive 
surgery now make it possible 
for many hip replacements to 
be performed through small 
incisions without cutting 
muscle, resulting in less pain 
and a faster recovery time.

Knee and hip replace-

ments can both be performed 
under either general or local 
anesthesia. 

“After the necessary re-
habilitation and physical 
therapy, a patient who has 
undergone joint replace-
ment has, functionally, a 
brand new joint that will last 
for decades to come,” says 
Henry Tischler, M.D., chief 
of orthopedic surgery at New 
York Methodist. “A key fac-
tor that used to deter seniors 
from joint replacement sur-
gery was that artificial joints 
would need to be replaced 
every 10 years, on average. 
Thanks to new materials and 
advances in technology, mod-
ern joint replacements typi-
cally last at least 20 years, 
and potentially longer. If you 
want to enjoy a high quality 
of life during your retire-
ment, a necessary joint re-
placement procedure can 
make all the difference.” 

For a consultation about 
joint replacement surgery at 
New York Methodist Hospital, 
call 718.264.8700 (Park Slope) 
or 718.251.3759 (Canarsie).

Joint Replacement Now Pays Dividends 
Through Senior Years
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ̂ Slight 
h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, 
tear & mileage, some may have have scratches & dents. ^Slight h2o damage. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, 
dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

A Lot of Luxury

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

2011 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER
SPORT HSE

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #6400. 
43k miles. 

$39,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #8199. 
4k miles. 

 2013 MERCEDES S65AMG
$119,000

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3881. 
18k miles. 

2013 BMW 328i xDrive
$24,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES

Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, 
ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 17K miles, stk 
#6101. TMU.

GL450
$32,888

plus tax & tag

buy for

G37
AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7774. 
8k miles. 

2012 INFINITI

$19,595
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 MERCEDES
Auto, trac, h/seats, 
cruise, p/s, p/dl, ABS, 
pm, Alloys, CD, 44K, Stk 
#8159.

GLK350
$19,995

plus tax & tag

buy for

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #3824. 
14k miles. 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

2011 MERCEDES C300^

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

2011 INFINITI M37
$22,995

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #1237. 
27k miles. 

MDX2011 ACURA

$21,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, 
p/s. Stk #1321. 48k 
miles. 

2011 MERCEDES ML350
$21,888

plus tax & tag

buy for AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5589. 
25k miles.

2013 ACURA

AWD, Auto, traction, 
leather alloys, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #7918. 
17k miles. 

$17,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

TL

CORVETTE2013 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #9700. 34k 
miles. 

$33,995
plus tax & tag

buy for

E3502012 MERCEDES

$24,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, 6 cyl, alloys, 
p/d/l, ac, p/s. Stk 
#11628. 20k miles. 

S5502012 MERCEDES

$42,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
Auto, V8, abs, p/d/l, 
ac, p/s. Stk #5326. 
18k miles. 

CAMARO2014 CHEVY

Auto, p/d/l, abs, ac, 
p/s. Stk #6879. 15k 
miles. 

$16,995
plus tax & tag

buy for
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TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

MR

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!**

Don't Make Your Next Payment Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications will be accepted. Severity of credit 
situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged.  *Voucher available on vehicle purchase of $10,000 or more. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for 
excess wear and tear. ^Slight h2o damage. §Will match maximum refund up to $3,000 must show proof of tax return. ^^Available with purchase, while supplies last. Some exclusions may apply, see dealer for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. NYC DCA#200342, DMV#711789.

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2003 Honda Accord, 91k A72885 $3,995
 2011 Honda Civic LX, 47k 7569 $8,995
 2010 Toyota Camry, 34k 1013 $8,995
 2013 Kia Soul, 10k 10515 $8,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2012 Honda Civic, 31k 5650 $9,995
 2011 Toyota Rav4, 48k 1066 $9,995
 2011 Nissan Altima, 10k 1026 $9,995
 2012 Nissan Altima, 32k 1079 $9,995
 2012 Chevy Traverse, 50k 1260 $12,888

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE
 2009 Honda Pilot, 36k 1032 $13,995
 2011 Honda CRV, 24k 4923 $13,995
 2013 Nissan Altima, 20k 1226 $13,995
 2011 Honda Pilot, 23k 5210 $14,995
 2012 Nissan Murano, 12k 5822 $16,995

PURCHASE A VEHICLE BETWEEN 9AM-5PM FROM NOW UNTIL MONDAY AND 
RECEIVE A GIFT ON US OF EITHER AN IPOD, NAVIGATION, CAR ENTERTAINMENT 

SYSTEM or BLUETOOTH KIT... COMPLIMENTS OF MAJOR WORLD!^^

>>>>MANAGER SPECIALS<<<<
 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE 
 2013 Chevy Malibu, 3k 1382 $13,995 
 2011 Honda Odyssey, 35k 4830 $13,995 
 2008 BMW 528xi, 34k 1008 $13,995
 2009 Infiniti G37x, 52k 1255 $14,888 
 2012 Dodge Charger, 8k 1030 $15,995
 2012 Nissan Maxima, 20k 3788 $16,400 
         MANY MORE LIKE THIS TO CHOOSE FROM!

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STOCK /VIN PRICE
 2011 Honda Accord, 31k 2651 $9,995
 2014 Nissan Versa, 9k 3309 $9,995
 2012 Ford Escape, 72k 7278 $10,995
 2011 Nissan Rogue, 32k  4761 $10,995
 2012 Honda Accord, 32k 1223 $10,995
 2013 Dodge Caravan, 43k 3793 $12,995
 2011 Ford Edge, 51k 1241 $12,995

ALL MAKES. ALL MODELS. ALWAYS AFFORDABLE

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA

$103BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 2595, 19k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

$139BUY 
FOR:

PER 
MO/ 
72 
MOS

Stk# 8569, 11k mi.

@ 1.99% APR W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HYUNDAI ELANTRA
$8,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/opts, 28k miles, Stk#3640

'13 NISSAN PATHFINDER
$17,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 42k miles, Stk#10534

'13 NISSAN ROGUE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 11k miles, Stk#7453

$15,995

'14 FORD EXPLORER

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 4k miles, Stk#8588

$22,995

$13,995
'14 FORD FUSION

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 10k miles, Stk#10024

'14 HONDA CIVIC
$12,995BUY 

FOR:
PLUS TAX & TAGS

Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 8k miles, Stk#10323

$10,995
'12 TOYOTA CAMRY

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 4 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 21k miles, Stk#1404

$19,995
'14 HONDA PILOT

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

$13,995
'11 TOYOTA SIENNA

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 15k miles, Stk#1034

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$21,995
'11 ACURA MDX

BUY 
FOR:

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 48k miles, Stk#1321

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!

'12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 20k miles, Stk#1934

$16,900

'12 INFINITI G37x

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#7774

$19,595

XXXX
DDDAAASSSHHH TTTHHHRRROOOUUUGGGHHH TTTHHHEEE SSSNNNOOOWWW

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2005 Chevy TrailBlazer, 81k J1066 $5,995

 2005 Ford Expedition, 122k 8789 $5,995

 2006 BMW X3, 128k 11286 $6,995

 2006 Toyota Rav 4, 114k 2554 $7,500

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE

 2004 Toyota Highlander, 101k 6771 $7,995

 2007 Acura MDX, 104k 10125 $8,995

 2006 Honda Ridgeline, 135k 4629 $9,595

 2006 BMW X5, 85k 11851 $9,995

 2007 Jeep Gr Cherokee, 98k J1091     $10,995

 YEAR MAKE/MODEL/MILES STK /VIN PRICE  

 2007 Toyota 4Runner, 86k 9610       $12,995

 2006 Cadillac Escalade, 100k 10464     $12,995

 2007 Toyota FJ Cruiser, 70k 11842     $16,995

 2008 GMC Yukon, 62k 65921     $17,995

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  
EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE! EASY FINANCING! ††

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.
Authorized Signature Required, General Manager

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766For Complimentary Pick Up

MAJOR SAYS
KEEP IT!

DON’T GIVE UP
YOUR TAX REFUND!

MAJOR WORLD WILL DOUBLE YOUR TAX REFUND AMOUNT TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A VEHICLE§
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cops did not provide enough medical at-
tention to Gurley as he lay dying.

Rynecki criticized the practice of 
patrolling public housing gun in hand, 
which the Police Department  allows at 
the discretion of offi cers .

“There is no justifi cation whatsoever 
for police walking in a building where 
there have been no crimes with their 
weapons unholstered,” he said. 

Gurley lived with Ballinger, their 
2-year-old daughter Akaila Gurley, and 
Ballinger’s other daughter in the Red 
Hook Houses. Since her father’s death 
Akaila has been asking her mother 
when they can go to heaven and bring 
him back, Rynecki said.

Ballinger and her lawyer met last 
week with District Attorney Ken Thomp-
son, according to Rynecki, and he said he 
has confi dence that Thompson will pres-
ent a strong argument for indictment 
when the case goes before a grand jury 
to consider criminally charging Liang. 

If Thompson charges Liang, the civil 
suit against the city will most likely re-
main in limbo until the criminal case 
reaches its conclusion, but Rynecki said 
accountability, not money, is most im-
portant to Gurley’s loved ones. 

“At this point we just want justice to 
be done,” he said.

In tandem with the fi rst year of 
Thompson’s massive review of cases 
prosecuted under former district attor-
neys, Comptroller Scott Stringer has 

emphasized seeking pre-litigation settle-
ments to save the city the cost of a trial 
and potentially pricier court-ordered 
damages payments. Stringer’s offi ce has 
so far  overseen $24 million in payouts  
for wrongful convictions. 

Rynecki said he hasn’t been in touch 
with Stringer’s offi ce about the possibil-
ity of a settlement, but that he would wel-
come the conversation.

“We’re open to sitting down and talk-
ing to everybody,” he said.

A Stringer spokesman said the num-
ber crunchers would take a look.

“We review all claims that come be-
fore our offi ce on the merits,” Eric Sum-
berg said.

fi rst year,” she said. “That was un-
heard of. No one would go to that 
area before.”

The festival gave artists a plat-
form to experiment, according to 
Glidden.

“It was a great place to experi-
ment, to try out some really wild 
stuff,” she said.

In addition to paintings, sculp-
tures, and photographs, the Dumbo 
Arts Festival also included perfor-
mance and dance pieces, as well as 
big light projections.

Two Trees, the developer that 
made Dumbo the arts destination 
and real-estate pressure cooker it 
is today, took over sponsoring and 
organizing the event in 2009 when 
Glidden’s group, the Dumbo Arts 
Center, decided to give it up. Two 
Trees’s reasoning for ending the 
festival makes sense, as growing 
crowds and increasingly stringent 
city regulation have increased the 
cost of the event over the years, 
Glidden said.

Area gallery owners who par-
ticipated in the festival are disap-
pointed about its anticlimactic end.

“We’re sad to see it come to an 
end,” said Kathleen Gilrain, execu-
tive director of Smack Mellon Gal-
lery on Plymouth Street. “It helped 
put Dumbo on the map.”

United Photo Industries started 

its shipping-container exhibition 
Photoville at the arts festival. Its 
creative director is also disap-
pointed that the show is over, but he 
said he understands the reasoning.

“You have to draw a line some 
where,” said Sam Barzilay. “At 
what point does the commercial as-
pect overshadow the original inten-
tions? You don’t want to do it at all 
costs.”

Borough President Adams 
pointed out that the event was not 
just important for the galleries and 
businesses in Dumbo, as it helped 
individual artists raise their pro-
fi les.

“It’s not just a chance to show-
case the area,” he said. “Every art-
ist will tell you, they need eyes on 
their work.”

Adams said he is making a 
push to save the festival, talking 
with stakeholders and participants 
to try and come up with a way to 
carry on the tradition in some form 
or another. 

“The numbers speak for them-
selves,” Adams said. “We don’t 
want to throw away the fruits of 
our labor.”

The gathering is not the only 
Dumbo arts institution to fall vic-
tim to the neighborhood’s success, 
or the end of Two Trees’ largesse. 
The massive venue Galapagos 
 pulled up stakes at the end of 2014 
when the developer sought to raise 
its below-market rent . The venue is 
in the process of moving to Detroit.

Continued from cover

LAWSUIT
Continued from cover

ARTS FEST

LEGAL RECOURSE: Attorney Scott Rynecki, 
left, satnds with Kimberly Ballinger, who is 
seeking $50 million in damages for the the 
police killing of her boyfriend and daughter’s 
father, Akai Gurley. An offi cer shot Gurley in an 
East New York stairwell last year. Scott Rynecki

25 Women will have their important work profiled in the newspaper, and will be feted at a reception 
gala in their honor. It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough, in any field.

Your  Email address: ________________________________ Your Phone:_________________

Name of nominee:  ___________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? (In 5 lines or less)  ____________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information?

Phone:_______________________ Email: ________________________________________

Or mail this form to:
Brooklyn Woman of Distinction
CNG Newspapers, One Metrotech Center
10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201
Att: Stephanie Stellaccio       FB

Email your nomination info to womanofdistinction@cnglocal.com   

Do you know an exceptional woman?
Nominate her as a

Brooklyn Woman of Distinction for 2015!
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Fidelis Care offers quality, affordable New York State-
sponsored health insurance for children and adults of all
ages and at all stages of life. 

From NY State of Health: The Official Health Plan Market-
place, to Child Health Plus, Medicaid Managed Care,
Medicare Advantage, Managed Long Term Care and
more, we have a program that meets your needs. 

And, with our growing provider network, you can see 
a Fidelis Care doctor almost anywhere you go in New 
York State!

We have a health insurance program that's right for you –
and the ones you love. 

(1-888-343-3547) • 

Quality health coverage. It’s Our Mission.

Products not available in all counties.
To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health
Plus and Medicaid through NY State of Health, the Official Health Plan 
Marketplace, visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

1-888-FIDELIS | fideliscare.org

“I want a health plan that covers me...and my family.”

To renew your coverage each year, call 1-866-435-9521

H3328_FC 14160 CMS Accepted

Save the Dates for Open Enrollment!

Product:

• Metal-Level Products 
in NY State of Health

• Child Health Plus
• Medicaid Managed Care

Enroll From:

November 15, 2014 - 
February 15, 2015

All Year Long!
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Bay Ridge drivers slammed the 

city for failing to re-time the lights 

along Fourth Avenue to correspond 

to the new 25-miles-per-hour speed 

limit, claiming the thoroughfare’s 

default state is now bumper-to-bum-

per, with car commuters hitting one 

red light after another (“Drivers: 

Poorly timed signals slow Fourth 

Avenue,” online Feb. 3). The local 

community board is calling for the 

city to study the issue, but roads 

honchos said they had no plans to 

rejigger the lights.

Readers revved up the discus-

sion online.

It’s a shame [Department of Trans-
portation Commissioner] Polly Trot-
tenberg thinks lights should be timed 
for cars to drive smoothly without 
hitting lights, instead of for pedestri-
ans to walk without hitting lights.
 Mike from Williamsburg 

Fourth Avenue is a regular street, 
not the Brooklyn-Queens Express-
way’s stunt double for when there is 
traffi c. I think these car drivers for-
got this is Brooklyn and not Staten 
Island — or Staten Island’s stunt dou-
ble, New Jersey.
 Jim from Cobble Hill 

Cars on Fourth drive faster to 
make the lights, which don’t corre-
spond to driving at the speed limit. 
I also think it’s fairly crazy how fast 
the cars drive, and I don’t like it. 
However, I have driven down Fourth, 
and was frustrated that following the 
speed limit in no way correlates to 
making the lights. The idea of sync-
ing the two is to force drivers go-
ing too quickly to stop, and to make 
a driver going at the correct speed 
limit make the lights smoothly.
 Michael from Bay Ridge 

Remember, it’s a two-way street. 
Syncing in one direction necessar-
ily makes it very inconvenient to 
proceed in the reverse direction. If 
D.O.T. has an optimum traffi c light 
timing scheme for this I’m curious 
to know, but maybe it’s just not pos-
sible for a surface road to serve traf-
fi c like this and make everyone com-
pletely happy all the time? Of course, 
I do sympathize with people who 

must use this as a travel route daily 
and fi nd the signal timings to be ir-
ritating. Those who have the option 
to take a subway, that’s probably the 
best way to avoid that stress.
 Brian Van from Gramercy 

We timed the lights in Sunset 
Park and found them set at the for-
mer speed. We complained and they 
were quietly adjusted. The Depart-
ment of Transportation is using 
Fourth Avenue as an alternative to 
the Gowanus Expressway. They re-
fuse to paint zebra lines in the inter-
section of the exit from the Gowanus 
at 38th Street, thus allowing cars and 
trucks to continue to enter the inter-
section long after they are faced with 
a red light. 

They also eliminated all park-
ing during rush hour in the morn-
ing from 38th Street on north, which 
has created a dangerous situation 
of cars passing on the right to save 
a few seconds. And worst of all they 
refuse to study a protected bike route 
on Fourth because they prefer to use 
the extra fi ve feet to encourage ille-
gal double parking, and thus reduc-
ing Fourth to a single lane in Sunset 
Park. Tony from Sunset Park 

One local said the out-of-sync traf-
fi c lights have tripled his travel time. 
There is a very simple solution to this 
problem. Take the subway. The N 
even goes express. Lights should be 
timed for pedestrians, not cars any-
way. Alex from Park Slope 

The speeding on Fourth Avenue is 
still out of control.
 John from Bay Ridge 

That’s my trash road, too. Don’t 
mock it!
 Tom Murphy from Sunset Park 

I hate to be the one to say this, and 
I know that I’m alone on this one. 
However I think that if the people 
that are driving the cars would drive 
a little slower on this avenue, things 
might be a little safer for the people 
who are walking. 

In times like these we all have to 
remember that cars are very hard 
when you compare them to an aver-
age-sized human. Of course this is 
only the opinion of your own John 
Wasserman. John Wasserman 

 from Prospect Heights

Fire the weatherman
To the editor,

When is a major snowstorm a ma-
jor snowstorm? When it’s three-to-

four inches — not the three-to-four 
feet that was predicted for Juno. I 
can’t believe each and every weather 
person got this so wrong. Fire them 
all and hire real knowledgeable peo-
ple who can gave real weather re-
ports. 

I do applaud the city and state for 
shutting down streets and highways 
and public transportation, unlike 
in 2010 when all emergency vehicles 
could not get through due to cars 
stranded in the middle of the street. 
Many people took heed and went 
home early, but others didn’t fare 
so well with many stranded in the 
city. What the city should have done 
was to make constant radio, TV, and 
other types of communication, since 
so many of us have access to cell 
phones, lap tops, and smart phones. 

The police should have also made 
these announcements with their car 
speakerphones. Jerry Sattler

 Brighton Beach

Dissed district
To the editor,

I was delighted to learn that there 
is now a speed camera on Shore Park-
way near Ocean Parkway (“Sheep-
shead Bay’s $2.4-million speed cam-
era,” online Jan. 26). I believe that 
because of the many accidents on 
Ocean Parkway, Coney Island Ave-
nue, and Ocean Avenue, all of these 
avenues should have speed cameras, 
as well as cameras at traffi c lights, to 
catch drivers who speed through red 
lights endangering pedestrians and 
other drivers.

In answer to Dr. Stephen Finger’s 
letter about e-mailing prescriptions 
to pharmacies (“Sickly News,” Sound 
Off to the Editor,” Jan. 30), I believe 
there is a defi nite advantage to send-
ing prescriptions to pharmacies by 
computer. A few months ago I had a 
painful infection. Instead of handing 
me a prescription my doctor sent a 
prescription to my pharmacy by com-
puter. When I arrived home from the 
doctor’s offi ce, my prescription was 
waiting for me at the pharmacy. I did 
not have to drop off a prescription and 
make another trip to the pharmacy 
later to pick up my medication. I did 
take the precaution of checking my 
medication before leaving the phar-
macy to make sure it was the right 
medicine and the correct dosage.

I agree with Ed Greenspan that 
southern Brooklyn residents do not 
belong in a Staten Island congressio-
nal district, but since we are stuck 
with Staten Island, Gov. Cuomo 
should hold a special election — im-
mediately (“Guilty Grimm,” Sound 

Off to the Editor,” Jan. 30). Every 
United States citizen is entitled to 
have a representative in Congress, 
preferably one who lives in the dis-
trict he or she represents and is not 
corrupt. 

Right now, because of Michael 
Grimm’s resignation, those of us 
who live in his district are disen-
franchised. This situation needs to 
be remedied as soon as possible.  We 
need a representative in Congress!
 Elaine Kirsch

 Gravesend

Tarnished Silver
To the editor,

The federal indictment of Assem-
bly Speaker Sheldon Silver, a Demo-
crat, should come as no surprise to 
anyone in Albany especially his fel-
low Assembly members. Speaker Sil-
ver rules the state Assembly with the 
iron hand of a Don Corleone. Like the 
Godfather, Silver has all the politi-
cians (members of the Democratic 
Assembly caucus) in his pocket, keep-
ing him in power. 

The majority of his loyal fl ock sup-
plement their base pay of $79,000 per 
year with lulus for chairing dozens 
of useless committees and subcom-
mittees. These are up to $41,500. This 
can result in a salary of $121,000 per 
year. This is supplemented by day-to-
day meal expense accounts and reim-
bursement for travel to and from Al-
bany.

He controls whose bills come out 
of committee to a full vote, funding 
for member item pork barrel proj-
ects, staffi ng, mailings, and district 
offi ce budgets. Speaker Silver also 
controls the Democratic State As-
sembly campaign committee which 
provides funding to the handful of 
members who actually have to run 
competitive races despite gerryman-
dered districts against Republican 
opponents. No wonder he was just re-
elected speaker by a near unanimous 
vote, including the 44 Republican 
members who live off of the crumbs 
that fall off the table. Who is going to 
bite the hand that feeds them?

With fi ve people replacing Sil-
ver in the proverbial room, the state 
will now be run by seven rather than 
three. 

Perhaps they should rent a suite 
at the Albany Hilton. Real reform to 
the cesspool of corruption in Albany 
will only come when all 150 mem-
bers are in the room as equals free to 
speak their minds without fear of ret-
ribution from the Assembly speaker.
 Larry Penner

Great Neck, N.Y.

LET US HEAR FROM YOU
Submit letters to: Vince DiMiceli, Edi-
tor, Community Newspaper Group, 1 
MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn, NY 
11201, or e-mail to editorial@cnglocal.
com. Please include your address and 
tele phone number for so we can con-
fi rm you sent the letter. We reserve 
the right to edit all correspondence, 
which becomes the property of 
Courier Life Publications. 

SOUND OFF TO THE EDITOR
LETTERS AND COMMENTS FROM OUR READERS

Fourth Avenue drivers fuming over stoplight snafu
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NURSING HOME OR YOUR HOME?
TODAY THERE’S A NEW CHOICE.

© 2015  VNSNY CHOICE  

Introducing VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete,
the CHOICE health plan that combines
all the benefits of Medicare and Medicaid 
in a single plan. It’s the most comprehensive 
plan VNSNY has ever offered. It provides 
all the services and support you need to 
live safely and independently at home – 
and stay out of a nursing home – 
at zero cost to you.

CALL NOW FOR THIS FREE BROCHURE FROM
THE VISITING NURSE SERVICE OF NEW YORK.

1-866-783-1444  (toll-free)
(TTY: 711) 8 am – 8 pm, 7 days a week
Or visit vnsnychoice.org/fida

H8490_AD_NHv2 Approved 12152014

For information on VNSNY CHOICE FIDA 
Complete, contact VNSNY CHOICE or the New 
York Enrollment Broker.  To enroll, or for other 
options for your health care, call the New 
York Enrollment Broker at 1-855-600-FIDA, 
TTY: 1-888-329-1541, from 8:30 am – 8:00 pm, 
Monday – Friday and 10 am – 6 pm, Saturday 
or visit www.nymedicaidchoice.com.
The State of New York has created a 
participant ombudsman program called 
the Independent Consumer Advocacy 
Network (ICAN) to provide Participants free, 
confi dential assistance on any services off ered 
by VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete. ICAN 
may be reached toll-free at 1-844-614-8800 
or online at icannys.org.
VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete is a managed 
care plan that contracts with both Medicare 
and the New York State Department of 
Health (Medicaid) to provide benefi ts of 
both programs to Participants through the 
Fully Integrated Duals Advantage (FIDA) 
Demonstration. 

Limitations and restrictions may apply. For 
more information, call VNSNY CHOICE FIDA 
Complete Participant Services or read the 
VNSNY CHOICE FIDA Complete Participant 
Handbook. 
Benefi ts, List of Covered Drugs, and pharmacy 
and provider networks may change from time 
to time throughout the year and on January 1 
of each year. 
You can get this information for free in other 
formats, such as Braille or large print. Call toll-
free 1-866-783-1444, TTY: 711, 8 am - 8 pm, 7 
days a week.
You can get this information for free in other 
languages. Call 1-866-783-1444 and (TTY is 
711) during 8 am - 8 pm, 7 days a week. The 
call is free.
Usted puede obtener este documento en 
inglés o hablar con alguna persona sobre 
esta información en otros idiomas de manera 
gratuita. Llame al 1-866-783-1444 y (TTY es 
711) de 8 a. m. a 8 p. m., 7 días a la semana. La 
llamada es gratis.

�������	
������
�������8�����8����1-866-
783-1444 (TTY���711)�	� !"#$
%&'()*�	+�,�-.�
다른 언어로 된 정보를 무료로 얻을 수 
있습니다. 주 7일 오전 8시에서 오후 8시 
사이에 1-866-783-1444번(TTY 사용자는 
711번)으로 문의해 주십시오. 통화는 
무료입니다.
Вы можете получить эту информацию 
бесплатно и на других языках. Звоните 
по телефону 1-866-783-1444 (телетайп: 
711) ежедневно с 8:00 до 20:00. Звонок 
бесплатный.
Ou kapab jwenn enfòmasyon sa a pou gratis 
nan lòt lang. Rele 1-866-783-1444 ak (TTY se 
711) ant 8 di maten jiska 8 di swa, 7 jou pa 
semèn. Apèl la gratis.
È possibile ottenere gratuitamente queste 
informazioni in altre lingue. Chiamare il 
numero 1-866-783-1444 (il numero TTY è 711) 
dalle 8:00 alle 20:00, 7 giorni alla settimana. La 
chiamata è gratuita.

VNSNY CHOICE
FIDA Complete
(Medicare-Medicaid Plan)
One comprehensive health plan
that combines Medicare and 
Medicaid benefi ts for people who
need long term care.

 From the Visiting Nurse Service of New York
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Advertise your  
Clinical Studies in  

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.
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ASK HOW YOU CAN GET 
EDITORIAL COVERAGE 

OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

 have a love-hate relation-
ship with pro football. 
When it is played well and 

has heightened drama — like 
the fourth quarter of last Sun-
day’s Super Bowl was — there 
is no more thrilling specta-
cle. It is not only a game of in-
tense physicality, with balletic 
twists by receivers often fol-
lowed by bone crushing hits by 
linebackers, but also a strate-
gic battle of wits akin to chess.

But America’s favorite spec-
tator sport also has a dark side, 
when its violent culture leads 
to heightened brutality per-
petrated by NFL players. So 
events like the heart-wrenching 
scene of domestic abuse by for-
mer Baltimore Ravens running 
back Ray Rice caught on cam-
era for the world to see make me 
step back and acknowledge it is 
not all hunky-dory. 

And it isn’t just inside the 
home (or nightclubs) where 
this macho and violent game 
leads to unnecessary harm — 
it is also inside the skulls of 
long-time players, who suffer 
repeated head injuries. How 
many ex-pro players do we have 
to see succumb to dementia be-
fore we realize that there is an 
epidemic of brain injuries that 

is too high a price to pay for the 
mere viewing and rooting plea-
sure of millions of Americans?

When this football season 
started last fall, there was a 
drumbeat of bad news that 
thundered down on the NFL: 
scientific studies that proved 
a high percentage of ex-play-
ers suffer from brain injuries 
followed by the Ray Rice video 
and the league’s bungling of 
his punishment. I stopped 
watching games for a while. 

I was ready to write foot-
ball’s premature obituary. 
I would tell friends and col-
leagues that watching football 
these days reminded me of 
watching professional boxing 
in the 1980s, when sports’ most 
iconic figure, Muhammad Ali, 
started slurring his words and 
walking around like he was, 
ironically, “punch drunk,” and 
boxing started its slow fade.

Could that be the fate of 
professional football, a multi-
billion dollar industry that 
would be toppled because the 
metaphorical surgeon gener-
al’s warning was finally being 
heeded?

It is still possible that in the 
not-too-distant future, football 
will head over the cliff and be-
gin its slow descent.? 

But after watching Sunday 
night’s Super Bowl, which in-
cluded two star-studded teams 
that I have only a casual in-
terest in, I am reminded of 
the powerful hold that profes-
sional football has on Ameri-
ca’s collective psyche. For one 
night, a large chunk of our 
country congregates around a 
big screen, and we watch these 
larger-than-life figures go toe-
to-toe for 60 minutes in a win-

ner-take-all match.
To paraphrase Mark Twain, 

reports of the NFL’s death are 
greatly exaggerated. 

In an era where much of life 
exists in the gray zone, it is com-
forting to have one night where 
everything is on the line and 
will be decided definitively.

And for the next 48 hours, 
there is endless chatter picking 
apart the coaches’ decisions, 
analyzing the key plays and 
making comparisons to Super 
Bowls past. There is a unifying 
aspect to this collective discus-
sion; for once, red states and 
blue states recede; black and 
white and brown and yellow 
fans vehemently argue for their 
favorite team or favorite player. 
The dysfunction of Congress, 
the sluggishness of the econ-
omy, the growing inequality in 
our society — it all fades into 
the background as people of 
all races and classes talk about 
“The Game” or “The Pass” or 
“That Coach’s Awful Decision.”

Professional football, the 
closest thing that modern soci-
ety has to the Roman Coliseum, 
is our metaphorical civil war, 
our fight to the death, our gladi-
ators fighting ferociously for 
the coveted gold prize. It allows 

millions of us to at once express 
and sublimate our violent and 
hostile emotions in a controlled 
and socially acceptable way.

In short, football is both 
metaphor and the bluntest ex-
pression of American violence 
and rugged individualism. It is 
as purely American a pastime 
as anything that still exists; 
we don’t see the Chinese or 
the Russians adopting football 
as their own and it’s not likely 
that this unique game will 
spread globally in the same 
way that basketball has in re-
cent decades. It is ours and we 
get to keep it all to ourselves.

But I still wish they could 
manufacture helmets that 
make concussions obsolete. 
And that high-school and col-
lege players would be required 
to learn feminism and gender 
studies so they will become less 
testosterone-fueled and more 
progesterone sympathetic.

That would be a real game 
changer.

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was a Lib-
eral Party-backed mayoral 
candidate in 2013 before he left 
to return to the private sector. 
Reach him at tallon@cityand-
stateny.com.

POLITICAL 
SPIN CYCLE
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World Class Orthopaedic Care at our State-of-the-Art Facility: 
761 Merrick Avenue   Westbury   516.357.8777

Manhattan | Brooklyn | Queens | Nassau | Suffolk

Learn more and schedule an appointment online nyspine.com

Neck & Back Pain  |  Scoliosis & Spinal Deformities | Knee & Hip 
Replacement | Hand, Shoulder, Elbow & Ankle  |  Sports Medicine  | 
Pediatric Orthopeadics  |  Physiatry, Pain Management  |  Pain 
Management Psychology  |  Chiropractic Care  |  Acupuncture  |  MRI

New York Spine Institute is the only comprehensive 
Spine Institute and Full Orthopedic Center on Long 
Island affiliated with NYU Langone’s Hospital for Joint 
Diseases. This center brings nationally and internationally 
recognized leaders in Spinal Care to your community.
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STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

CONEY ISLAND

Three cheers to Marion Raniere, 
who turned 104 years young on Jan. 
20. Our pal Marion, a resident at Saint 

Joachim and Anne Nursing and 

Rehabilitation Center, partied down 
with son James Raniere with music, 
prayer, and friends, and enjoyed a very 
delicious cake. 

Marion has lived at the center for 
the past seven months and enjoys par-
ticipating in all the social events, in-
cluding table-top bowling, where she 
knocks ’em all down. She also sings 
with residents during musical pro-
grams. 

Along with all her accomplishments 
Marion also enjoys sharing memories 
of her life with fellow residents, staff 
and visitors, and shows off her acute 
memory during trivia contests and 
word games, but her favorite pastime 
of all is visiting with her family. 

Standing O wishes Marion cent’anni 
(100 years more)!

SS Joachim & Anne Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center [2720 Surf Ave. 
at W. 28th Street in Coney Island, (718) 
714–4800].

• • •

Welcome and bienvenue
Standing O is putting out the mat for 

Elinor Sandler. She was appointed di-
rector of Human Resources at the Jew-

ish Commu-

nity  Council 

of Greater 

Coney Is-

land, taking 
the reins last 
month. 

E l i n o r , 
Standing O 
has been told, 
holds degrees 
in industrial-

organizational psychology, psychol-
ogy, and human resource management 
from Brooklyn College. She comes to the 
agency from a high tech corporation, 
where she built a human resources pro-
gram from the ground up. Elinor is also 
a public speaker and has led discussions 
on leadership, career development, and 
maximizing workforce potential. 

The board, along with Standing 
O, wishes Elinor a long and success-
ful run.

Jewish Community Council of 
Greater Coney Island [3001 W. 37th St. 
and Surf Avenue in Coney Island (718) 
449–5000].

DOWNTOWN

Safety first
Our good friends at National Grid 

want us all to have a safe winter and 
offer a few tips to get us through the 
polar cold snap we are in. 

Make sure that snow and ice do not 
build up over gas meters and vents. 
Blockages may cause carbon monox-
ide to back up into the house result-
ing in carbon monoxide poisoning. 
Never use a gas range to heat your 
apartment or home. Prolonged use 
may lead to excessive levels of carbon 
monoxide.

Watch out for symptoms of poising 
which are similar to those of the fl u, 
including headache, weakness, confu-
sion, chest tightness, skin redness, diz-

ziness, and nausea. If you experience 
any of the above, leave the house im-
mediately, do not use the telephone or 
light switches for any reason. Go to a 
neighbor or use your cell pone outside 
and call 911 or the National Grid 24 
hour emergency line at (718) 643-4050. 

Most importantly stay outdoors un-
til an inspector from National Grid 
tells you it’s safe to go back in. 

Also be mindful of elderly neigh-
bors who may need your assistance. 

National Grid [1 MetroTech Cen-
ter, 13 West at Myrtle Avenue in Down-
town, (929) 324–4809].

GRAVESEND

Save the date
Dentist Leonard Umanoff is offer-

ing a day of free dentistry on March 
11, and the fi rst 50 patients will re-
ceive treatment for fi llings, extrac-
tions, or cleanings. The best part is 
it’s all for free! Now that’s worthy of 

one-heck of a Standing O.
So what are you waiting for? Oppor-

tunities like this only knock once. Call 
and make an appointment.

Leonard Umanoff, D.D.S. [2277 
Homecrest Ave. at E. 13th Street in Gra-
vesend, (718) 382–3444].

STANDING Brooklyn’s Biggest Booster
by Joanna DelBuono

BATH BEACH

Put your pompoms together for 
the talented toers at Elite Dance 

Complex. The dancers, includ-
ing Emily Battaglia, Isabelle 

Gerovich, Michelle Gerovich, Ni-

nette Lashiker, Brandon Ruffi ni, 
Justin Ruffi ni, Joana Salvatore, 
and Justin Velez recently per-
formed during half-time at a Net’s 
game at the Barclays Center, and 
another at Madison Square Garden.

The talented troupe also aced 
the audition and will be compet-
ing on stage at the world-famous 
Apollo Theatre, way up yonder in 
Harlem, on Feb. 28. 

The teen hoofers will be trip-
ping the light fantastic to dance 
moves created by choreographer 
Erica Lemma.

Elite Dance Complex, a national, 
platinum-award-winning school, 
offers dance classes in just about 
every discipline to children 6 to 22 
years old.

Standing O wishes the team 
good luck and good moves at the 
Apollo, and offers them a toast, 
“Don’t break a leg, put your best 
foot forward, and dance, dance, 
dance.” 

Elite Dance Complex [1635 Bath 
Ave. at Bay 13th Street in Bath 
Beach, (718) 337–8497].

CONEY ISLAND

Snip, snip, yippee!
Standing O welcomes the 

Brooklyn Community Ser-

vice Coney Island Community 

Center to the neighborhood. On 
a cold and blustery January day 
Ruth Morales, case manager De-
nise Richardson, and director 
Lisa Jones snipped the ribbon on 
the new facility, which opened 
thanks to the generous pro-bono 
designs of Baxt Ingui Architects, 
and construction by Citnalta 
Construction.

Since Superstorm Sandy, 
Astella Development Corp and 
Brooklyn Community Service 

have tirelessly worked to provide 
immediate support to area fami-
lies. This new center will now 
serve as a rapid response site in 
the event of future crisis, provid-
ing legal referrals, relief support, 
and relocation assistance. 

Community outreach vollie 
Ayesha Yousuf was thrilled with 
the center and helped blow out 
the candles on the welcome cake. 
Isaiah Troche strummed his gui-
tar to provide entertainment for 
the festivities, and members of 
the Youth Stand Family showed 
up in support. 

“Dark” Martinez, a center 
member who just wanted to say 
“I Love You, Emilee,” asked that 
Standing O make the pair’s day 
with an honorable mention. Here 
it is, Dark: “Standing O wishes 
you and Emilee a very “Dark-ly” 
happy, forever more.” 

Standing O thanks Brook-

lyn Community Service for 
its unwavering support of the 
Coney community, and wishes 
that we never see the likes of Su-
perstorms, Sandy or otherwise, 
again. 

B.C.S. Coney Island Commu-
nity Center [1702 Mermaid Ave. 
at W. 17th Street in Coney Island, 
(718) 310–5600].

Celebrating 104 balloons and candles

Apollo Theatre, here we come

GO TEAM!: Members of Elite Dance perform during a game between the Cleveland 
Cavaliers and the Brooklyn Nets at Barclays Center. Joe Martinez
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By Danielle Furfaro

They’re pinball wizards, there has to 
be a twist! 

The 16 best pinballers in the state 
of New York will bring their supple wrists 
to Sunshine Laundromat and Pinball in 
Greenpoint on Feb. 7 to see who can play 
the meanest pinball at the New York State 
Pinball Championship. 

For most people, the game is just a way 
to kill time in dive bars between downing 
picklebacks and shooting pool. But for the 
players in this contest, it is serious busi-
ness, said an organizer.

“We look at pinball as a sport and that is 
how we are treating this tournament,” said 
Steven Epstein, director of the International 
Flipper Pinball Association, which is based 
in Brooklyn and Chicago. “Like any other 
sport, you have to have eye-hand coordina-
tion, knowledge of the rules of the game, 
and you cannot win by luck.”

The championship will see contenders 
battle it out on machines such as “Indiana 
Jones,” “Monster Bash,” and “AC/DC 
Back in Black.” The organizers of the 
International Flipper Pinball Association 
say it is this kind of kitchy Americana that 

has seen pinball experience a resurgence 
of popularity in recent years. 

“It is a physical thing,” said Francesco 
La Rocca, who is the association’s general 
coordinator and will also compete in the 
tournament. “It is not sitting in a chair 
and looking at a computer screen. You are 
up and moving and it is always related to 
something everyone knows — like Spider-
Man. Everyone knows Spider-Man.”

Spectators are welcome to come and 
observe all the flipping fun for free, or 
bring some quarters to test their own skills 
— and do some laundry while they are at 

it (Sunshine Laundromat and Pinball lives 
up to its name).

The winner of the state championship 
will go to Las Vegas in March to battle for 
the national title. And Brooklyn has a lot 
on the line — last year’s state champ was 
Brooklynite Sean Grant, who went on to 
place 24th in the national competition. 

New York State Pinball Championship 
at Sunshine Laundromat and Pinball 
[860 Manhattan Ave. between Greenpoint 
Avenue and Cayler Street in Greenpoint, 
(718) 475–2055, www.ifpapinball.com]. 
Feb. 7 at 1 pm. Free.

New York’s best pinball players battle it out in Greenpoint

Flippers, flippers, faster than 
lightening: Franceso La Rocca 
is both an organizer and one 
of the 16 competitors for this 
year’s state pinball champion-
ships. Photo by Stefano Giovannini

Flipping out!
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By Vanessa Ogle

This story time will be 
epic!

A Fort Greene author 
and illustrator will teach kids 
all about ancient Greek gods 
— then show the youngsters 
how to draw them — at a 
mini-tour of Brooklyn book-
stores. George O’Connor will 
launch the latest addition to 
his Olympians graphic novel 
series with readings and live 
drawing demonstrations at 
the Community Bookstore 
in Park Slope on Feb. 6, 
and Greenlight Bookstore 
in Fort Greene on Feb. 7. 

In the series, O’Conner 
tells the stories of the gods in 
the Olympic pantheon through 
action-packed, kid-friendly com-
ics. O’Connor, who often visits 
elementary schools and libraries 
to talk to kids about the series, 
said educators are much more 
accepting than they once were 
about including graphic novels in 
their curriculum. 

“Comics are going through a 
real golden age right now,” said 
O’Connor, who lives in Fort 
Greene. “In the last 10 years or 

so, teachers and librarians 
have gotten behind the idea of 
comics.”

O’Connor’s new Olympians 
book, “Ares: Bringer of War,” is a 
tumultuous tale centered on Ares, 
the god of war, and is the seventh 
edition in the compendium. Ares 
is not the most benevolent of gods, 
but O’Connor said the illustrated 
adventure is still appropriate for 
his kid clientele, because Ares is 
depicted as a cautionary charac-
ter, not a hero.

“Ares is not meant to be an 
admirable figure,” said O’Connor, 
adding that he was able to bal-
ance war portrayals without being 
overly graphic by showing some 
bloodshed but also relying on sil-
houette characters. “There is a lot 
of mayhem hinted.”

O’Connor said his favorite 
part of teaching youngsters about 
Greek mythology is opening 
them up to the intricacies of the 
characters — especially in his 
favorite book in the Olympians 
series, “Hera: The Goddess and 
her Glory.” Hera, the queen of the 

gods, is often portrayed negatively 
as the jealous wife of Zeus. But 
O’Connor said he used his book 
to show readers why she behaved 
like she did — namely that Zeus 
was a lousy spouse, who fathered 
a small army of children with 
dozens of mistresses.    

“She has the worst husband 
who ever lived,” he said. “She is 
allowed to be jealous.”

O’Connor said he was just 
an elementary student when he 
first started learning about Greek 
mythology, and he hopes his sto-
ries open as many doors for the 

youngsters who read them as they 
did for him.

“I got introduced to a whole 
other world,” he said. 

George O’Connor at the 
Community Bookstore [143 Seventh 
Ave. between Carroll Street and 
Garfield Place in Park Slope, (718) 
783–3075, www.communitybook-
store.net]. Feb. 6 at 4 pm. Free. 
And at Greenlight Bookstore [696 
Fulton St. between S. Elliot Place 
and S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246-0200, www.
greenlightbookstore.com]. Feb. 7 at 
11 am. Free.

By Matthew Perlman

It is art irritating life.
Park Slope artist B. David Walsh will 

move his entire bedroom, including all 
his own paintings and sculptures, into Open 
Source Gallery in Park Slope this week for 
an installation called “Extracted Bedroom 
Project.” While his belongings are on dis-
play, Walsh will live in the emptied room 
back home for the next 22 days, streaming 
his simplified existence back to the gallery 
and over the internet. 

“It’s an exhibit within an exhibit, within 
a performance-piece,” Walsh said.

The idea behind the project is that Walsh’s 
art is usually on display in his bedroom, and 
thus that is the way it is meant to be seen — 
intermingled among his personal affects. He 
said the notion came about when the gal-
lery’s executive director came to his apart-
ment to see his work and asked him how he’d 
like to show it.

“I said, ‘Just like this,’ ” Walsh said.

A construction worker by trade, Walsh 
said he will meticulously reconstruct his 
bedroom in the gallery space, framing out 
walls and windows. He will then schlep his 
things the few blocks from his apartment to 
Open Source. Well, everything except for 
his fish tank.

“I have to feed them,” he said.
Walsh’s paintings are mostly done on 

cabinet-grade plywood and utilize other 
elements of his profession, such as acrylic 
paint typically used on walls, he said. He 
also makes sculptures with found objects 
and fragments.

The installation was initially just going 
to be Walsh’s room and works in the gal-
lery. But with the room empty of his art and 
artifacts, Walsh said he figured he might as 
well document his life in the blank bedroom. 
The footage will be streamed live to a screen 
in the gallery, showing the artist’s work in 
the setting where he lives, while he lives 
somewhere else.

“If you want to creep on me and see what 
I’m up to, you can,” Walsh said.

Even he thinks the whole thing is a bit 
nuts.

“Can you believe I’ve agreed to do this?” 
he said.

“Extracted Bedroom” at Open Source 
Gallery [306 17th St. between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues in Park Slope, (646) 279–3969, www.
open- sourc e-gal lery.org]. Opening reception 
Feb. 7 at 7–9 pm. Exhibition runs through 
March 1. Free.

Comic teaches kids mythology

Moving house: Artist B. David Walsh will move all of his belongings, including his art, from his Park Slope 
bedroom to Open Source Gallery.  Photo by Jason Speakman

The man behind the myths: Author and illustrator George O’Connor has published seven graphic novels for kids about Greek 
mythology. 

OH MY 
GODS!

View with a room
Artist moves his bedroom into a gallery
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Sat., 2/14 & Sun., 2/15 - Valentine’s Brunch Menu 11-3pm

7717 3rd Ave., Bay Ridge  GreenhouseCafe.com  Valet Parking
718 -989 - 8952

Choice of Appetizer
Fried Calamari   Lobster Bisque   Cupid Salad 

Pasta Du Jour   Caesar Salad   Shrimp Cocktail
Choice of Entrée

Chicken Rolletini
Rolled with Fresh Mozzarella and Prosciutto, 

Topped with a Mushroom Marsala Sauce
Shrimp Scampi

Sautéed in White Wine, Lemon, Garlic and Butter
Boneless Chicken Francaise

Egg Battered, Sautéed in White Wine Lemon Butter Sauce
Broiled Salmon

Topped with Champagne Dill Sauce
Filet Mignon (Add $12)

Served with Béarnaise Sauce
Twin Lobster Tails (Add $12)

Served with Drawn Butter  
Surf and Turf (Add $12)

Served with Drawn Butter and Béarnaise Sauce
The Above Entrees Include Potato or Country Rice and Fresh Vegetables

Choice of Desserts
Apple Strudel   Ice Cream or Sherbet    Cheesecake

Chocolate Mousse   Brownie Overload    Tiramisu 
COFFEE OR TEA

LUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCHLUNCH | DINNER | BRUNCH
Karaoke every 
Monday and 

Wednesday 8pm. 
Original 

Thursday’s

CELEBRATE 

Valentine’s Day
WEEKEND!

Friday 2/13, Saturday 2/14 & Sunday 2/15

y

$3800
p.p.

plus tax & 
gratuity

Live Music
All Weekend

, , p
     Choice Of Appetizer

                     Fresh Fruit Plate  Garden Greens Salad  Soup Du Jour

Choice Of Entree
French Toast with Ham, Bacon, and Sausage

Eggs Benedict, English Muffin with Canadian Bacon, Poached Eggs
and Hollandaise Sauce Served with French or Home Fries
Eggs Benedict Arnold, English Muffin with Grilled Salmon, 

Poached Eggs and Hollandaise Sauce Served with French Fries or Home Fries
Quiche: Broccoli, Spinach or Lorraine, Served with House Garden Greens

Grilled Chicken with Caesar Salad and French Fries
Fluffy Scrambled Eggs with Ham, Bacon and Sausage

Served With French Fries or Home Fries

Desserts
Apple Strudel  Fresh Fruit Plate  Chocolate Mousse  Ice Cream or Sherbet

Beverages - Coffee  Tea  Milk

eee
$2600

p.p.
plus tax & 
gratuity

“Unlimited 
  Mimosa’s”

 
 
 
 

Valentine’s Day Menu 
at Bella Gioia

$50 per person
 Complimentary glass of La Segreta Rosso or La Segreta Bianco 

Excludes Tax and Service Charge

PPA’ Cuminciari
Fritti Misti: Tempura battered calamari, shrimp and sardines 

served with Salsa Rosa13
Brussel Sprouts: Sautéed with Sweet Italian Sausage and Cumin 10

I Secunni
Wild Mushroom Rissotto with Truffle Oil 18

Homemade Lobster Ravioli served with Leggera Sauce 20
Pork Osso Bucco with creamy polenta and glazed baby carrots 22

Pan Seared Scallops with sautéed Fennel and Blood Orange 
over Cauliflower Puree 27

I Cosarucci
Warm Chocolate Lava Cake served with Vanilla Gelato and 

Raspberry Gelee 8 

Call: 347-223-4176
209 4th Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11217  •   BellaGioiaNYC.com 

Reserve Early!

VALENTINE’S DAY DINING

1/2 Price Drafts

LUNCH BUFFET 
Thursdays at Noon

$8 pp

BAVARIAN BUFFET
Every Wednesday
5–9pm $14.95 pp

WEEKDAY 
HAPPY HOUR

Workingman’s Specials 
$10 Entrees

KARAOKE 

2014

Service
21

Décor
18

Food
23

LIVE MUSIC 
Friday & Saturday

ALL YOU CAN EAT

Celebrate 
Valentine’s Day

Schnitzel 
Haus

Open 7 Days, Private Parties
7319 5th Ave. Bay Ridge 718.836.5600

www.SchnitzelHausNY.com

with Chef’s 
Valentine Specials & 

Delicious Desserts 
for Two!

Reserve Early!
We Will be Serving 

Our Regular 
Dinner Menu

Brooklyn’s Only Authentic German Restaurant
“With over 30 German & Belgian Biers”
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Word’s pick: “Midnight in the Century” 
by Victor Serge

In 1933, the Soviet dissident writer 
Victor Serge was arrested by Stalin’s police 
force (again). He was held in solitary con-
finement for 85 days and then exiled to 
Orenburg for two years. Following that, 
he wrote “Midnight in the Century,” 
which takes place in remote Chenor, a 
community in Stalin’s shadow. Here, 
the Russian Orthodox Old Believers 
pray on, and the political agitators are 
still theorizing. And the true revolu-
tionaries? They are there too, clandestine, and 
planning the next one. Turns out, in the dark, among the exiles, 
there is hope — and the slim chance of escape. One of my 
favorite novels released in 2014, with one of my favorite final 
sections ever.

— Chad Felix, Word [126 Franklin St. at Milton Street in 
Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.wordbrooklyn.com ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: “Act of God” 
by Jill Ciment

A slim, weird and wonderful literary 
book set in Brooklyn Heights, where elder-
ly identical twin tenants have discovered 
a phosphorescent mushroom growing in 
their closet. The city deems it toxic, so 
the discovery leads to the building’s 
evacuation, and to greater calamities for 
the surrounding neighborhood and for 
the city at large, as more mushrooms 
are discovered. The book follows the 
lives of the building’s tenants, its 
famous actress owner, and neighbors, seeing how 
the strange turn of events affects each of their lives. 

— Rebecca Fitting, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 246–0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

The best reads 
— handpicked by 
some of the best 

Bklyn bookstores

By Max Jaeger

It is the spice of life.
A Bushwick entertainer is 

throwing a monthly variety 
show at neighborhood bar and 
yoga studio the Cobra Club. The 
magician and comedian said her 
show is more than an open mic 
night — she wants to revive the 
American theatrical genre vaude-
ville with professional performers 
executing esoteric feats.

“I hope vaudeville will have 
a comeback like burlesque has,” 
said organizer Tanya Solomon. 
“When most people hear ‘variety 
show’ they think of amateur hour 
— bad stand-up or people noo-
dling on a guitar — but we have a 
professional Yiddish vaudevillian 
and a Bruk Up dancer on the same 
bill. That’s real variety.”

And Solomon is bent on driv-
ing that point home — even when 
it comes to the event’s name, Force 
Majeure, which is  legal mumbo-
jumbo  for “a superior or irresist-
ible power.” 

The next edition, on Feb. 8, 
will feature Solomon’s magic, a 
singing and trick-roping cowboy, 
a drag performer, a burlesque 
dancer, a slapstick comedian, and 
a Bruk Up dancer, Solomon said. 
The latter act is a form of Jamaican 
dance made popular in the bor-
ough by Brooklyn’s Caribbean 
emigres. Solomon was so enam-
ored of the contortionistic rug-
cutting that she partnered with 
Bedford-Stuyvesant dance crew 
the Warriorz to bring a new Bruk 
Up performer to Force Majeure 
each month.

“I’m a big fan of that kind of 
character dancing,” she said. “I 
seek out the most skilled, most 
interesting, most diverse acts.”

And if the drag and burlesque 
doesn’t dissuade you from bring-
ing your little one, don’t let the 
magic act entice — the whole 
show is 21-and-up, Solomon said.

“Too many people think of 
magic and clowns as children’s 
entertainment,” Solomon said. 
“It’s not necessarily a dirty show 
— it can get dirty — but it’s for 
adults.”

Force Majeure at the Cobra Club 
[6 Wyckoff Ave. between Jefferson 
and Troutman streets in Bushwick, 
(917) 719–1138, www.cobraclubbk.
com] Feb. 8 at 9 pm. $10.

By Max Jaeger

It is gonna be another cold one this 
weekend, but that doesn’t mean the 
Ridge’s music scene is on ice!
Pop, rock, psych, and soul — the bars 

will be a cornucopia of musical genres and 
the 11209 is your buffet.

Start your weekend off at Schnitzel 
Haus (7319 Fifth Ave. between 73rd and 
74th streets), where Steven Delopoulos 
and Johnny Philippidis of folk-rock group 
Burlap to Cashmere will play a special set 
at 9 pm.

Once you’ve had enough of the 
Americana-tinged duo, sashay over 
to Greenhouse Cafe (7717 Third Ave. 
between 77th and 78th streets) where pop-
and-soul songsters Maybe Monday will 
play hits from chart-toppers like Tracy 
Chapman, Aretha Franklin, and the Beatles 
starting at 9:30 pm.

Warm up on Saturday night with trou-
badours Frankie Marra and Tony Monier 
at Hunter’s Steak and Ale House (9404 
Fourth Ave. between 94th and 95th streets) 
at 8:30 pm. The pair plays acoustic tunes, 
but their song choice, Frankie’s gravelly 
voice, and Tony’s melodic bass lines are 
sure to innervate you for a night on the 
town.

Then break out the tie-dye shirt and 
Birkenstocks, because the Grateful Dead 
tributeers of Tiberius are channeling 
Captain Trips and crew at the Leif Bar 
(6725 Fifth Ave. between 67th and Senator 
streets). Drop in at 10 pm.

And at 10:30 pm, high tail it over to the 
Wicked Monk (9510 Third Ave. between 
95th and 96th streets) for genre-hopping 
party band Head Over Heels. The Monk 
just finished a small renovation, too, so go 
show it some love.

A magician is reviving vaudeville in Bushwick

Eclectic exhibition: Bushwick magician Tanya Solomon is bringing together 
drag, trick-roping, and a contortioinistic stlye of Jamaican dance at her monthly 
Vaudeville show at Wyckoff Avenue venue the Cobra Club on Feb. 8.
 Photo by Stefano Giovannini

STAGING A 
COMEBACK

Chill out in Bay Ridge this weekend!
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Brooklyn’s Oldest Italian Restaurant, Est. 1906

Celebrate Valentines Day with us
$75 PER PERSON — 3 COURSE MEAL

Price includes a glass of bubbles
Price excludes sales tax and gratuity

Wine pairings available for an additional $25 per person

With a choice of 8 appetizers,

9 entrees and 8 desserts

4 Seatings: 4PM • 6PM • 8PM • 10pm

For reservations please call (718) 852–7800

Open Tuesday thru Sunday 

Private Parties  •  Parking on Premise 

We Only Accept AMEX and Cash

451 CARROLL STREET  •  BROOKLYN, NY 11215
718.852.7800  •  www.montesnyc.com

RESTAURANTCOLANDREA
EST. 1936

FO

UNDED OVER78
 YEARS

$26.95*$16.75 $21.75*

NEW CORNER RESTAURANT

IS NOW CONSIDERED A LANDMARK

$31.00*
$29.00
$32.00

Voted Top 5 Best Old Fashioned Italian-American 
Restaurant in Brooklyn by Critic Robert Sietsema

New York

COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF WINE OR SODA

Happy 
Valentines Day!

We will be serving a special 
      pre fi xed menu

      Reservations 
suggested

*

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

114 Bay Ridge Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11220

 | Mon.–Thurs.: 4–11 p.m.

MONDAY NIGHT

This Valentine’s Day

FROM NOON TO MIDNIGHT

SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET
FROM NOON TO 3:30 P.M.

PRIVATE PARTY ROOMS

Come celebrate your special occasions

Mexican Appetizers & Entrees

 includes:
Seafood Soup

Seafood Platter
(1/2 Lobster, Shrimp, Calamari and 

a choice of Tilapia or Salmon)
Tiramisu

Coffee or Tea

TUESDAY’S

Includes a Glass of 
Sangria or Margarita

VALENTINE’S DAY DINING
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FRI, FEB. 6

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, JASON LAUGHLIN: 

Free. 5 pm. Hill Country 
Barbecue [345 Adams St. 
at Willoughby Street, (718) 
885–4608], www.hillcoun-
trybk.com. 

MUSIC, EMPIRE! EMPIRE! (I 
WAS A LONELY ESTATE), 
WARREN FRANKLIN 
AND THE FOUNDING FA-
THERS, PAPER STREETS: 
$10. 8 pm. Palisades [906 
Broadway at Stockton 
Street in Bushwick, (201) 
214–7444], www.pali-
sadesbk.com. 

MUSIC, KAO HWANG’S 
SING HOUSE AND 
AMYGDALA: Featuring 
two ensembles from com-
poser, violin and viola art-
ist Kao Hwang. $10–$20. 8 
pm. Roulette (509 Atlantic 
Ave. at Third Avenue in 
Fort Greene), ww.roulette.
org. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN FOLK 
FESTIVAL PREVIEW AND 
BENEFIT CONCERT: 
Featuring Eli Smith, Four 
O’Clock Flowers, and Peter 
Stampfel. $10. 8:30 pm. 
Jalopy Theatre [315 Co-
lumbia St. between Hamil-
ton Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
395–3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

THEATER, “RHYTHM STO-
RIES”: Pureelements 
Dance presents a colorful 
montage of dance, song, 
and poetry about African 
American heritage and 
history. $25 ($20 in ad-
vance). 10 am, 12:30 pm, 
7:30 pm. Kumble Theater 
at Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush av-
enues in Downtown, (718) 
488–1624], www.brooklyn.
liu.edu/kumbletheater. 

DANCE, “SWAN LAKE”: 
The State Ballet Theatre 
of Russia presents the full 
four-act Tchaikovsky ballet. 
$35 ($30 in advance). 8 pm. 
On Stage at Kingsborough 
[2001 Oriental Blvd. at Ox-
ford Street in Manhattan 
Beach, (718) 368–5596], 
www.onstageatkingsbor-
ough.org. 

OTHER
ART, “GRADUALLY FOG 

UP”: The fi rst solo show of 
photography by Chinese 
artist Gu Zhongsheng 
in New York City. Free. 
Noon–6 pm. Ouchi Gal-
lery [170 Tillary St. at Gold 
Street in Downtown, (347) 
987–4606], www.ouchigal-
lery.com. 

ART, “TOWARD GRANDFA-
THER MOUNTAIN”: An 
exhibition of new paintings 
by Fred Valentine, includ-
ing works of implied land-
scapes as well as paintings 
of overlapping geometric 
forms. Free. 1–6 pm. Stu-
dio10 [56 Bogart St. be-
tween Harrison Place and 
Grattan Street in Bushwick, 
(718) 852–4396], www.stu-
dio10bogart.com. 

GAME ON! BOARD GAMES: 
Kids play games such as 
Connect 4, Uno, Clue, and 
Monopoly. Free. 3:30–5 
pm. Sunset Park Public Li-
brary [5108 Fourth Ave. at 
51st Street in Sunset Park, 
(718) 965–6533], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org.

TOYS, GAMES, AND PUZ-
ZLES: Playtime for kids 
aged 0–5. Free. 10:30 
am–11:30 am. Gerritsen 

Beach Public Library [2808 
Gerritsen Ave. between 
Bartlett Place and Gotham 
Avenue in Gerritsen Beach, 
(718) 368–1435], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org.

SAT, FEB. 7

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, PEPITO GÓMEZ: In-

ckudes dance lessons and 
DJs spinning all night. $25. 
8 pm. Roulette (509 Atlan-
tic Avenue between Third 
Avenue and Nevins St. in 
Boerum Hill). 

MUSIC, “LIFE’S A REAL 
DREAM”: Human Lard 
Dog and the Band of Shy 
present an interactive 
audio-visual performance 
for all ages. Free. 1:30 pm. 
Jalopy Theatre [315 Co-
lumbia St. between Hamil-
ton Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
395–3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

MUSIC, SHINE AND THE 
MOONBEAMS: 1 pm. 
Brower Park Library [725 
St. Marks Ave. at Nostrand 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 773–7208], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

MUSIC, CHANTING: All ages 
are invited to bring their 
own instrument and play 
along, dance, sing or lis-
ten. Free. 2 pm. Carmine 
Carro Community Center 
(3000 Fillmore Ave. at E. 
30th Street in Marine Park). 

THEATER, “SLEEPING 
BEAUTY”: Told through 
puppets. $9 ($10 adults). 
12:30 pm and 2:30 pm. 
Puppetworks [338 Sixth 
Ave. at Fourth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965–
3391], www.puppetworks.
org. 

DANCE, “HAMMERSTEP ON 
MYRTLE”: Performance by 
Hammerstep, a contem-
porary dance company 
that melds traditional Irish 
dance, tap, and hip hop. 
Free. 3 pm. Ingersoll Com-
munity Center (177 Myrtle 
Ave. at Prince Street in 
Fort Greene). 

OTHER
SINGLES VALENTINE’S 

EVENT: Singles of all 
ages are welcome to this 
Valentine’s singles event, 
featuring guest speak-
ers discussing fi nding love 

later in life, live music, and 
dinner and desert. $15. 6 
pm. First Evangelical Free 
Church [6501 Sixth Ave. 
at Erik Place in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 745–7775], www.
completeinchrist.com. 

ART, TARGET FIRST SATUR-
DAY: Brooklyn Museum 
celebrates Black History 
Month with music, fi lm, 
and spoken word. Free. 5 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

TALK, NEGOTIATING SUC-
CESS FOR WOMEN 
WORKSHOP: Professor 
Maura A. Belliveau will 
present her methods to 
enable women to effec-
tively negotiate complex 
situations. $75. 10 am–1 
pm. Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush av-
enues in Downtown, (718) 
488–1624], www.brooklyn.
liu.edu. 

CITIZENSHIP PREP AND US 
CIVICS: Students develop 
their English speaking 
skills as well as their knowl-
edge of American history 
and government. Free. 
10:30 am–1:30 pm and 
1:30–4:30 pm. Prospect 
Park YMCA [357 Ninth St. 
between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues in Park Slope, 
(212) 912–2375]. 

ART, “VISION QUEST” 
OPENING RECEPTION: 
A collection of whimsical, 
visual tales of powerful 
female protagonists on 
earthly and otherworldly 
adventures from artists 
Amaryllis DeJesus Moleski 
and Sheena Rose. Free. 6 
pm. MoCADA [80 Hanson 
Pl. at South Portland Av-
enue in Fort Greene, (718) 
230–0952], www.mocada.
org. 

SUN, FEB. 8

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, “SHORT STORIES”: 

St. Luke’s Chamber En-
semble performs short 
musical gems from Mozart, 
Britten, and Ginastera, and 
premiere a new work by 
Gabriela Lena Frank. $10–
$38. 2 pm. Brooklyn Mu-

COMING SOON TO

BARCLAYS CENTER

FRI, FEB. 6
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. NEW YORK 
KNICKS: $95–$4,000. 
7 pm.

FRI, FEB. 13
SPORTS, BBVA COMPASS 

RISING STARS CHAL-
LENGE: The NBA’s top 
rookies and sopho-
mores compete against 
each other. $22–$87. 
9 pm.

SUN, FEB. 15
SPORTS, NBA D-LEAGE 

ALL-STAR GAME: $10–
$70. 12:30 pm.

THUR, FEB. 19
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: $15–$65. 7 
pm.

FRI, FEB. 20
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 11 am, 3 pm, 
7 pm. See Friday, Feb. 
19.

SAT, FEB. 21
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 11 am, 3 pm, 
7 pm. See Friday, Feb. 
19.

SUN, FEB. 22
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 11 am, 3 pm, 
7 pm. See Friday, Feb. 
19.

TUE, FEB. 24
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 7 pm. See Fri-
day, Feb. 19.

WED, FEB. 25
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 7 pm. See Fri-
day, Feb. 19.

THUR, FEB. 26
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 10:30 am 
and 7 pm. See Friday, 
Feb. 19.

FRI, FEB. 27
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 7 pm. See Fri-
day, Feb. 19.

SAT, FEB. 28
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 11 am, 3 pm, 
7 pm. See Friday, Feb. 
19.

SUN, MARCH 1
RINGLING BROS. AND 

BARNUM & BAILEY 
PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 11 am, 3 pm, 
7 pm. See Friday, Feb. 
19.

MON, MARCH 2
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. GOLDEN 
STATE WARRIORS: 
$40–$3,000. 7:30 pm.

WED, MARCH 4
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. CHARLOTTE 
HORNETS: $20–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

THUR, MARCH 5
MUSIC, CHARLIE WIL-

SON, KEM AND JOE: 
$57.50–$153. 7 pm.

FRI, MARCH 6
SPORTS, BROOKLYN 

NETS VS. PHOENIX 
SUNS: $20–$3,000. 8 
pm.

seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

DANCE, THE WORLD 
DANCE PARTY: Differ-
ent religions and cultures 
teach each other their 
dance moves. Donation. 
4–6 pm. East Midwood 
Hebrew Day School [1256 
E. 21st St. between Av-
enue K and Avenue L in 
Midwood (718) 253–1555]. 

THEATER, “STRANGE 
FRUIT“: Professional ac-
tors read fi ve plays about 
lynching written in the 
early 20th century by black 
playwrights. Each read-
ing will be followed by a 
discussion. $10. 7 pm. Jack 
(505 Waverly Ave. between 
Fulton Street and Atlantic 
Avenue in Clinton Hill), 
www.jackny.org. 

SALES AND MARKETS
VALENTINE’S MARKET: The 

Greenpoint Valentine’s 
Market features local food, 
crafts, jewelry, and more. 
Free. 1–7 pm. Greenpoint 
Loft (67 West St. at Noble 
Street in Greenpoint). 

OTHER
FREE TO DANCE!: Children 

of all ages learn to jump 
like Pearl, stretch like Alvin 
Ailey and get inspired by 
African American dancers. 
RSVP required. Free with 
museum admission. 11 am. 
Brooklyn Children’s Mu-
seum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at 
St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

FILM, “BROOKLYN BO-
HEME”: Screening of a 
documentary about the 
black arts movement in 
Fort Greene and Clinton 
Hill from the mid-1980s 
through the 1990s. Free. 3 
pm. Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

MON, FEB. 9

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, HAPPY HOUR WITH 

THE THREE GENTLEMEN: 
Free. 5 pm. Hill Country 
Barbecue [345 Adams St. 
at Willoughby Street, (718) 
885–4608], www.hillcoun-
trybk.com. 

OTHER
COMPUTER LITERACY AND 

JOB READINESS: Instruc-
tion in basic technology 
and workplace skills such 
as word processing, Excel, 
e-mail, internet search 
techniques, and resume-
building. Free. 6–9 pm. 
Prospect Park YMCA [357 
Ninth St. between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 912–2375]. 

BROOKLYN BREWERY BEER 
RELEASE PARTY: Cel-
ebrating the release of 
Wild Horse Porter. Snacks 
provided by Martin’s Pret-
zels, Tom Cat Bakery, Mur-
ray’s Cheese, and more. 
Free. 7:30–10 pm. Brooklyn 
Brewery [79 N. 11th St. be-
tween Wythe Avenue and 
Berry St. in Williamsburg, 
(718) 486–7422], www.
brooklynbrewery.com. 

READING, FRANKLIN PARK 
READING SERIES: Featur-
ing authors Peter Carey, 
Laura van den Berg, At-

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

Friends forever: Fans of “My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic” 
will gather at Saint Francis College for Ponycon 2015 on Feb. 
14–16. Associated Press

Bring it on: The Nets will battle the hated New York Knicks at 
Barclays Center on Feb. 6.  Associated Press / Kathy Willens
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ticus Lish, Mark Doten, and 
Kashana Cauley. Free. 8 
pm. Franklin Park (618 St. 
Johns Pl. between Classon 
and Franklin avenues. in 
Crown Heights), franklin-
parkbrooklyn.com. 

COMEDY, THE MEHRAN 
SHOW: Weekly comedy 
show with comedian Meh-
ran Khaghani. $10 ($8 in 
advance). 9 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

COMEDY, COOL SHOW 
(NOT LAME): A variety 
show featuring comedians 
performing stand-up, char-
acters, and storytelling. 
Hosted by Pat Wise and 
Alise Morales. Free. 8 pm. 
Cameo Gallery [93 N. Sixth 
St. between Wythe Avenue 
and Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 302–1180], 
www.cameony.net. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
HEARTBREAKER EDI-
TION: Featuring comedy 
from Selena Coppock, Jor-
dan Temple, Carolyn Busa, 
Brendan Fitzgibbons, Ali-
son Zeidman, Kevin Ryan, 
and Amber Nelson. Hosted 
by Doogie Horner. Free. 
8 pm. Over the Eight (594 
Union Ave. at Richardson 
Street in Williamsburg), 
www.overtheeight.com.

TUES, FEB. 10

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, ROBERT EARL 

KEEN: $40. 7:30 pm. Music 
Hall of Williamsburg [66 N. 
Sixth St. between Kent and 
Wythe avenues in Williams-
burg, (718) 486–5400], 
www.musichallofwilliams-
burg.com. 

OTHER
READING, MUSIC GREATS: 

Kids storytime in honor of 
Black History Month. Free. 
Noon. Barnes and Noble 
[267 Seventh Ave. at Sixth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
832–9066], www.barne-
sandnoble.com. 

QUILTING: All ages learn to 
quilt and share quilting 
ideas with the Brooklyn 
Quilter’s Guild. Bring your 
own materials. Free. 2–7:30 
pm. Gerritsen Beach Public 
Library [2808 Gerritsen 
Ave. between Bartlett 
Place and Gotham Avenue 
in Gerritsen Beach, (718) 
368–1435], www.brooklyn-
publiclibrary.org. 

READING, BRIAN ABRAMS 
AND JOHN MATHIAS: 

Celebrating the release 
of their book “Party Like 
a President: True Tales of 
Inebriation, Lechery, and 
Mischief From the Oval Of-
fi ce.” Free. 7–9 pm. Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

WED, FEB. 11

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, BODY LANGUAGE, 

FIGGY: $15 ($12 in ad-
vance). 10 pm. Baby’s All 
Right [146 Broadway be-
tween Bedford and Driggs 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 599–5800], www.
babysallright.com. 

THEATER, HOT FEET: The 
paper Bag Players premier 
a new show for kids. $8. 10 
am and noon. Kumble The-
ater at Long Island Univer-
sity [DeKalb and Flatbush 
avenues in Downtown, 
(718) 488–1624], www.
brooklyn.liu.edu/kumble-
theater. 

OTHER
HOMEOWNER AND FLOOD 

INSURANCE CLINICS: 
Neighborhood Housing 
Services hosts an insur-
ance clinic. Free. 10 am. 
Neighborhood Housing 
Service [9715 Avenue L , 
second fl oor, at Rockaway 
Parkway in Canarsie, (718) 
469–4679.], www.nhsnyc.
org. 

AFTER SCHOOL HOME-
WORK HELP: A trained 
volunteer helps kids and 
teenagers to complete 
their homework. Free. 4:30 
pm. Sunset Park Public Li-
brary [5108 Fourth Ave. at 
51st Street in Sunset Park, 
(718) 965–6533], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

COMEDY, “FRIENDS OF 
SINGLE PEOPLE” DATING 
GAME: Participants rep-
resent their single friends 
onstage in a live dating 
game, answering personal 
questions on their behalf 
and picking their poten-
tial match. $5. 7:30 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

THURS, FEB. 12

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “THE AFRICAN 

DRUM”: Shadow Box The-
atre tells African fables 
woven into an interactive 

shadow puppet adventure. 
$10 in advance ($15 at the 
door; $8 group rates). 11 
am. PS 3 The Bedford Vil-
lage School [50 Jefferson 
Ave. at Franklin Avenue in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (212) 
724–0677], www.shadow-
boxtheatre.org. 

OTHER
TALK, BROOKLYN RENAIS-

SANCE: Filmmaker Spike 
Lee, artist Kehinde Wiley, 
and illustrator Tatyana 
Fazlalizadeh discuss the 
role storytelling plays in 
the visual arts. $16, free to 
Museum members. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

TALK, LOVE, HATE, AND 
COMICS—THE FRIEND-
SHIP THAT WOULD NOT 
DIE: Cartoonists Matt 
Groening and Lynda Barry 
discuss their careers. $50 
($35). 8 pm. BAM Howard 
Gilman Opera House (30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org. 

FRI, FEB. 13

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “SEE HEAR 

TASTE TOUCH”: The 
Modern-Day Griot The-

WIESENTHALTHEPLAY.COM 

ACORN THEATRE at THEATRE ROW 410 West 42nd Street

“A MUST-SEE!”
WABC

Telecharge.com or 212-239-6200  

Performances Thru February 22

New York Post

“ ”“ ”

�������	�
�	��

“HEARTFELT & DEEPLY MOVING. 
With humor and a hopeful note, Tom Dugan’s 

90-minute play makes history come alive!”

“POWERFUL 
& INSIGHTFUL! 

These stories are 
heartbreaking 
 and beautiful.”

The New York Times

atre Company presents a 
festival of one-act plays 
by emerging playwrights. 
$18. 7:30 pm. South Ox-
ford Space (138 South Ox-
ford St. between Hanson 
Pl. and Atlantic Avenu in 
Downtown), www.modern-
daygriot.org. 

THEATER, “THE SINGA-
PORE MIKADO”: Theater 
2020 present a twist on the 
Gilbert and Sullivan musi-
cal. $18. 8 pm. The Saint 
Charles Borromeo Church 
(19 Sidney Pl. between Jo-
ralemon St. and Aitken Pl. 
in Brooklyn Heights), www.

brownpapertickets.com. 

SAT, FEB. 14

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “AN OC-

TOROON”: A modern spin 
on the 1859 antebellum 
melodrama. $55. 2 pm 
and 7:30 pm. Theatre for a 
New Audience, Polonsky 
Shakespeare Center [262 
Ashland Pl. between Ful-
ton Street and Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(212) 229–2819], www.
tfana.org. 

MUSIC, SHAGGY, MAXI 
PRIEST, SANCHEZ: $79. 7 
pm. BAM Howard Gilman 
Opera House (30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene), www.bam.
org. 

THEATER, CHINESE NEW 
YEAR: Puppetry in Prac-
tice presents a story about 
the Chinese zodiac told 
with shadow puppets. A 
Dragon Parade follows. 
Free with museum ad-
mission. 2 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

OTHER
COMEDY, THE REJECTION 

SHOW: An evening of 
comedy about breakups, 
heartbreak, and love, with 
live music. $12 ($10 in ad-
vance). 7 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

PONYCON: “My Little Pony” 
fan convention. $35–$75. 
10 am–7 pm. St. Francis 
College [180 Remsen St. 
between Court and Clin-
ton streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 489–5200], 
www.ponycon2015.com. 

BROKEN HEARTED BALL: 
DJs spin sets of ang-
sty breakup songs and 
sexy hookup songs. $5. 
Midnight. Cameo Gallery 
[93 N. Sixth St. between 
Wythe Avenue and Berry 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302–1180], www.
cameony.net. 

Mr. Boombastic: Spend Valentine’s Day falling in love with the smooth sounds of Shaggy at the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music. Associated Press / Keystone / Georgios Kefalas

&
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7410 3rd Avenue (Bet. 74th & 75th Streets)

For reservations please call 718-748-0770
www.sanchosrestaurant.com

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED  VALET PARKING

Valentine’s 
Day 

Menu
From 4pm on

APPETIZERS (CHOICE OF ONE)

Shrimp Ajillo · Chorizo (Spanish sausages) · Mushrooms Ajillo
Clams Cocktail · Calamares en su tinta (Squids ink sauce)

Shrimp Cocktail · Salpicon (Cold Seafood salad)

ENTRÉES (CHOICE OF ONE)

Paella Valenciana (Rice, chicken, sausage & seafood)—with Lobster add $850 
Mariscada in Green Sauce · Shrimp Ajillo · Broiled Filet of Salmon 

Tilapia with Rose Sauce · Veal Sanchos · Chicken with Almond Sauce 
Filet Mignon* · Broiled Lobster Tail* 

Mar y Tierra (Surf & Turf)* · Sirloin Steak* · Rack of Lamb*

*Add $8
All entrées are served with salad and vegetables or rice

DESSERTS (CHOICE OF ONE)
Chocolate mousse cake · Cheese cake · Flan · Ice cream

$45 per person + tax + tips

WE ARE OPEN FROM 12 NOON ON...

 DINER & RESTAURANT
1619 718-331-2221

 

RATED #1 DINER IN BROOKLYN
BY THE DAILY NEWS

FREE PARKING
ON PREMISES
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Enjoy a FREE 
Glass of Wine 
with Dinner

Coffee or Soda 
with Lunch 
and Dinner

(with this ad)

Happy Valentine’s Day
from everyone at

CATERERS

Offering 
dinner, cocktail 

and 
buffet options

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228 718–331–2900 www.siricos.net

VALENTINE’S DAY DINING
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salvi
405685
4C 3 x 5.69

7305 Third Avenue, Brooklyn
718.745.0222 

www.VesuvioBayRidge.com

APPETIZER
(Choose One)

ENTREÉ
(Choose One)

 
 

DESSERT
(Choose One) 

 pre fixe dinner $34.95

APPETIZER

ENTREÉ
(Choose One)

 
 

DESSERT
(Choose One)

kids menu $15.95

VALENTINE’S DAY DINING

A Truly Unique Dining Experience

Our Friday Lobster Special includes:

½

Cater On/Off Premises. Call for Info. 

718.252.3030
4220 Quentin Road, Marine Park

www.salvirestaurant.com
Gift Certifi cates 

Available

Make Reservations for 

Valentine’s Day, 
Saturday, February 14

Mid Day Pre-fi xe
$25 per person (Tax + Tip not included)

Monday - Friday 12pm - 7pm

Valentine’s Day 
Enjoy our Special Menu

which includes a choice of 4 Appetizers, 
9 Entrees & 5 Desserts

$55 per person (Tax + Tip not included)

ALL Holiday 
www.thepearlroom.com

The Most Awarded 
Restaurant in Brooklyn

Reserve Early For Valentine’s Day!

Buon San Valentino!

For Reservations 
Call 

718 833-6666
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REARVIEW CAMERA
STANDARD

Auto, V6 3.5L, 4WD, SYNC System, Reverse Sensors
Lease based on 24 mos w/$2,995 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter. 

MSRP $30,245, VIN EBB26725. Includes $3,750 RCL Customer Cash & $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash.

25 MPGup to
†

Lease 
for

per 
mo

*$149
New 2014 

FORD 
EDGE SE

Auto, 4 Cyl 2.5L, FWD, Bluetooth, Backup Camera, Cruise Control

Lease 
for

per 
mo

*

Lease based on 24 mos w/$2,995 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter. 
MSRP $24,070, VIN FUA65879. Includes $1,750 RCL Customer Cash & $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash.

30 MPGup to
†

$99
New 2015 

FORD 
ESCAPE S

LEASE A New 2015 FORD FUSION SE
Auto, 4 Cyl 2.5L, Aluminum Wheels, Bluetooth
Lease based on 24 mos w/$2,995 + tax, title, DMV fees, 
and $645 bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 
10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter. MSRP $24,835, VIN FR121988. 
Includes $2,000 RCL Customer Cash & $1,000 Lease 
Conquest Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash. per month

$79

5 AVAILABLE ENGINES
TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS

37 MPG GAS**

41 MPG HYBRID***
up to

Auto, V6 3.5L, SYNC Voice System, Satellite Radio, 3rd Row Seating

*

Lease based on 24 mos w/$3,995 + tax, title, DMV fees, and $645 bank fee due at inception. $0 security deposit. 10.5k mi/yr, 20¢/mi. thereafter.  
MSRP $34,085, VIN FGB21330. Includes $1,750 RCL Customer Cash & $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash. Must qualify for $1,000 Lease Conquest Cash.

Lease 
for

per 
mo

23 MPGup to
†

$179
New 2015 

FORD 
EXPLORER 4WD

*

to

The Bay Ridge Ford
The Bay Ridge Ford

ELECTRIC POWER-
ASSISTED STEERING

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF MONUMENTAL SAVINGS ALL MONTH LONG!

KEEP MORE 
PRESIDENTS IN 
YOUR POCKET!

888-847-1024

612 86TH STREET,  BROOKLYN, NY 11228
ONLINE 24/7 AT BAYRIDGEFORD.COM

*Not all will qualify. Lessee may be responsible for excess wear and tear at lease end. 
See dealer for details. **2014 EPA estimate hwy for 1.5L 4 cyl EcoBoost engine. 
***2014 EPA estimate for 2.0L hybrid engine. †2014 EPA estimates. Actual mileage may vary.  
Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1017929. Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7111183. Lease offers expire 2/28/15.
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• ‘It is an honor to be the 
first All-American from 
South Shore.’

• ‘She’s brought this 
team together more.’

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
There was a time when Doyin 
Isaac wasn’t intended to be 
Xaverian’s point guard this 
season — but now the Clippers 
can’t imagine anyone else run-
ning the team. 

The senior and three-year 
varsity player struggled last 
year at the point, and the team 
had an up-and-down year. So 
the Xaverian boys’ basketball 
coaches moved him to shoot-
ing guard to start this year, 
and gave two younger guards 
a try. Eventually, however, 
Isaac’s experience and skill 
set showed, and left them no 
choice but to put the ball in his 
hands, and it hasn’t left since.

“I don’t think there is a 
guard in the league that is 
playing better than this kid is 
playing,” said Xaverian coach 
Jack Alesi.  

Isaac ran the Clippers fl aw-
lessly in a 73–44 non-league 
win over Curtis last Sunday. 
He scored 12 points and was 
the catalyst for Clippers runs. 
Xaverian put together an 18–0 
spurt early in the fi rst quar-
ter and out-scored Curtis 13–2 
in third to put the game away. 
Xaverian has won 14 of its last 
15 games.  

Alesi credits Isaac’s will-
ingness to listen and learn as 
a major reason for his growth.  
Isaac sees the key in how he 
trusts his abilities — and 
those of his team. 

“I’m playing with a lot 
more confi dence,” Isaac said. 
“I believe in my teammates.” 

Isaac’s speed and deci-
sion-making led to fast-break 
baskets off Warriors’ turn-
overs, and his ability to pen-
etrate created open looks for 
the Clippers’ shooters. Isaac, 
who is also a strong defender, 
threw a perfect free-throw-
line-to-free-throw-line pass 
in the third quarter to senior 
forward Sayon Charles for a 
layup that drew a foul.

“We had been looking for 
that guy to distribute the ball 
and be a true point guard,” 
Charles said. “Doyin is really 
stepping it up and helping our 
team.”

Isaac’s play has allowed the 
rest of the Clippers players to 
fall perfectly into their roles. 
Xaverian doesn’t have a su-

perstar, but instead relies on 
its depth and balance. 

“Good guard play to me is 
more contagious to the other 
players than if you had the su-
per star,” Alesi said.

Charles, who scored 16 
points against Curtis, and 
the athletic Nyontay Wisseh 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
South Shore’s Brianna 
Fraser made history for her 
school when she was selected 
last week as a McDonald’s 
All-American. 

She is the fi rst player 
tapped for the premier high 
school basketball all-star 
game in the history of a pro-
gram that has produced nu-
merous Division I players. 

“It’s special because, espe-
cially the boys’ coaches were 
saying, it is an honor to be 
the fi rst All-American from 
South Shore,” Fraser said.

Her coach said Fraser 
only recently put the golden-
arches game on her to do list 
as she began to realize her 
potential, and watched her 
peers Sierra Calhoun (Christ 
the King) and Bianca Cuevas 
(Nazareth) play on the elite 
national stage last season.

“As your career grows, 
you start to realize what cat-
egory you belong in,” said Vi-
kings coach Anwar Gladden. 
“That last year in a half, two 
years, it started to become 
something she seemed to 
want to push for.”

The University of Mary-
land commit is the only 
player from New York City 
selected this year for the elite 
game set for April 1 at United 
Center in Chicago, but the 
6-foot-3 forward will be joined 
on the court by fellow Mary-
land signee Kiah Gillespie 
(Capital Prep, Conn.).

Vikings teammate and 
close friend Amanda Cruz 
said the famously even-keeled 
Fraser seemed pretty calm 
prior to the selection show on 
Jan 28. She acted nonchalant 
around Gladden too, but her 
mom told him the selection 
meant a great deal to her — 
and it showed when Gladden 
told her and the team after 
practice. 

“She had a big, ‘cheese’ 
smile on her face,” Cruz said. 
“We were so proud of her.”

Fraser has been one of the 
best players in the city for 
the last three seasons — an 
almost guaranteed double-
double each time she steps on 
the fl oor. She led the Vikings 
to consecutive Public School 
Athletic League Class AA fi -

— Brianna Fraser on her historic selection as a 
2015 McDonald’s All-American

— South Shore’s Brianna Fraser on  
assistant coach Shenneika Smith

Continued on page 51 Continued on page 51

LOVE’IN IT: South Shore forward, left, Brianna Fraser, who is headed 
to Maryland, was named the fi rst McDonald’s All-American in school 
history.  Photo by Joseph Staszewski 

CLIPPERS CATALYST: Xaverian point guard Doyin Isaac led his team to a 
victory over Curtis on Feb. 1. Photo by Steve Solomonson

South Shore’s Fraser 
tapped as McDonald’s 

All-American 

Matured Isaac has 
Xaverian rolling  
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B rent Jones is fi nally 
in total control of his 
game — and his team’s 

destiny.
The St. Francis College 

point guard and former 
Bedford Academy star is in 
the midst of his best season 
in a Terriers uniform as he 
hopes to propel the program 
to his fi rst NCAA tourna-
ment appearance. 

He couldn’t be better 
equipped to do so, with his 
experience and matured 
game. Jones has his un-
quenchable desire to win to 
thank for it, according to his 
coach.

“His work ethic made 
him a very good player,” 
said St. Francis College 
skipper Glenn Braica. 

The coach says Jones no 
longer tries too hard, but 
rather has gotten more effi -
cient in everything he does. 
His highly competitive spirit 
would push him to try to do 
more than he could to get 
the Terriers the win, Bra-
ica said, but Jones has now 
found balance in his game. 

“I think he’s tempered 
that in the last few years,” 
Braica said. “He’s gotten a 
better feel of when to go and 
when not to go, and not try to 
force the action too much.”

Jones’s game is the most 
complete it has ever been. 
The fi fth-year senior is av-
eraging 15 points and fi ve 
assists. That is double his 
scoring average from a year 
ago. Jones recently became 
the program’s all-time 
leader in assists when he 
broke Gregg Nunn’s 14-year-
old record, and is near to 
becoming the fi rst player in 
program history to have 500 
assists and 1,000 points. 

The Terriers squad, led 
by Jones and senior forward 
Jalen Cannon, is 13–9 over-
all and 7–2 in conference 
play. It is one of the favorites 
to claim an automatic bid to 
the NCAA tournament. 

Jones led Bedford to a 
Class A city title as a senior, 
and he’d love to repeat the 
feat in Brooklyn Heights.

“That would be a mile-
stone for me in my career,” 
Jones said.  

Jones is more confi dent 
in his jumper to make the 
shots St. Francis needs to 
win — something Jones 
owes to hours in the gym 
and the weight room, ac-
cording to his coach.

“He has taken it a lot fur-
ther this year,” Braica said. 
“He spent a lot of time in the 
gym in the off season. He’s 
getting payback for it now.”

Braica’s fi rst impression 
of 6-foot Jones as a high 
schooler was that he needed 
to get bigger and stronger. 
That happened quickly as 
Jones sat out his fi rst year 
at the school due to NCAA 
academic requirements, 
and he used the time to ma-
ture physically. 

His game came along 
more gradually. Jones re-
alized after his freshman 
year how much his jump 
shot needed to improve if 
he was going to be a star at 
the college level. Braica said 
we started to see the fruits 
of his labor last season. It 
is more apparent now, and 
is leading to more wins and 
hopefully something greater 
come March. The hours, the 
shots, and the hard work are 
paying off. 

“I’m a Brooklyn guy,” 
Jones said. “Where I’m 
from, we have that tough 
mentality — rain, sleet, or 
snow, I am always going 
to work hard, play hard — 
work hard and smile at the 
end of the day because that 
is just who I am.”

JOE
KNOWS

by Joe Staszewski

BY STEPHEN ZITOLO 
Boys and Girls never wavered 
in its offensive attack against 
the Queens High School of 
Teaching on Saturday, and 
it paid off with a convincing 
win. 

It was all part of the Kan-
garoos’ plan to break through 
the Queens school’s trademark 
zone strategy.

“The game plan was to at-
tack the basket because they 
came out in a zone,” said Boys 
and Girls junior guard Gianni 
Ford. “When a team is playing 
a zone, you don’t want to set-
tle for too many jump shots. If 
you attack the basket, you can 
create open layups and open 
shots on the fl oor.” 

The Boys and Girls boys’ 
basketball team’s aggressive-
ness on both ends of the fl oor 
— especially in the second 
half — was the key to its 68–52 
victory against the Tigers on 
Jan. 31 at the Benjamin Car-
dozo Classic. 

“The way we played de-
fense today allowed us to get 
out in transition,” said Boys 
and Girls coach Ruth Love-
lace. “We forced turnovers 
and turned them into points.”

Boys and Girls struggled 
to get things going on the of-
fensive end to start the game 
as the Tigers made it tough to 

get to the hoop, and matched 
the Kangaroos’ hustle up and 
down the court.

Boys and Girls, which led 
17–12 after one quarter, saw 
its fast-paced offense begin to 
have an effect in the second 
quarter. It opened the frame 
with a 15–8 run, and went into 
halftime leading 35–31. And 

the Kangaroos didn’t let up.  
“We didn’t want them to 

come back in the second half,” 
Ford said, “so we had to step 
on their throats.” 

Boys and Girls came out in 
the second half and out-hus-
tled and out-scored the Tigers. 
Ford paced Boys and Girls 
with 20 points for the game, 
and the team’s effort more 
than pleased Coach Lovelace. 

“I really liked the defen-
sive intensity in the second 
half and the way we played to-
gether,” she said. “We shared 
the ball and made the extra 
pass. If they do that it will be 
tough to beat us.” 

 Boys and Girls (13–6) con-
trolled the defensive glass 
and immediately pushed the 
tempo. The Kangaroos’ hustle 
on both ends of the fl oor al-
lowed Boys and Girls to out-
score Queens High School of 
Teaching 15–4 in the quarter, 
and take a 50–35 lead into the 
fi nal frame. 

The victory came during 
a rough part of the season 
for the Kangaroos, with four 
games in a week from Jan. 30 
with little practice time be-
forehand, due to the fact that 
Boys and Girls was having its 
home court redone in the fi rst 
two weeks of January, forcing 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Canarsie native and former 
St. John’s University women’s 
basketball standout Shenneika 
Smith is learning a lot from 
her move from the court to the 
sideline as assistant coach at 
South Shore.

The experience has given 
her a new perspective on the 
lessons she learned from her 
former coaches Apache Pas-
chall, Kim Barnes Arico, and 
Joe Tartamella. 

“I now understand why 
Apache used to yell at me in 
high school,” she said. “You 
see things differently.”

Smith had wanted to try 
coaching at some point and 
was offered the chance when 
he ran into South Shore head 
coach Anwar Gladden at the 
St. John’s tip-off event in Oc-
tober. He jokingly told her to 
come down and help — but 
once she did, it quickly be-

came serious. 
“When I got here and it 

worked out, I was like, this is 
something I can do,” Smith 
said.

Smith is just the second fe-
male coach Gladden has had 

in his 13 seasons at the helm, 
but the role of assistant coach 
is a good fi t for her and she has 
meshed well with the team, ac-
cording to Gladden, who has 
known Smith since her high 
school days at the now-closed 
St. Michael Academy and the 
Exodus travel program. 

Smith was one of the best 
players ever at St. John’s. She 
averaged 13.5 points per game 
in her career. She helped lead 
St. John’s to four-straight 
NCAA tournaments and 
its fi rst-ever Sweet Sixteen. 
Smith hit the most memora-
ble shot in program history 
as a junior — a three-pointer 
to end the University of Con-
necticut’s 99-game home win-
ning streak. Her professional 
career saw her drafted by the 
New York Liberty, and she 
later played overseas in Spain 
and Portugal and she com-

Junior guard powers Boys and Girls to win

NEW ROLE: Former St. John’s Uni-
versity star and Canarsie native 
Shenneika Smith has brought a 
fresh perspective to South Shore 
as an assistant coach.  
 Photo by Joseph Staszewski

RUNNING THE SHOW: Boys & Girls 
Junior guard Gianni Ford, left, drib-
bles the ball down court as Daniel 
Delsol-Lowry plays defense. 
 Photo by Gina Palermo

Built Ford tough

Smith is anchor at South Shore

Terriers’ Jones 
willed his way 

into school lore  

Continued on page 51

Continued on page 51
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BY STEPHEN ZITOLO  
When Keith Williams stepped past a Cardinal 
Hayes defender, shot off one foot and buried the 
ball at the buzzer to give Bishop Loughlin its 
biggest win of the season, it was a moment of 
redemption both for him and his team. 

“It felt great,” Williams said. “Earlier in the 
season I passed up the opportunity to take that 
shot, and I knew I had to make up for it.”

It provided a happy ending for a young Li-
ons team that showed great poise in a back-
and-forth 58–56 home win over Cardinal Hayes 
in Catholic Class AA boys’ basketball last Fri-
day night. Williams paced Loughlin with 23 
points. 

“I think they’re beginning to understand 
more,” said Loughlin coach Ed Gonzalez. 
“They understood what they had to do to get a 
big win tonight versus a good team like Cardi-
nal Hayes. I think that they matured tonight.”

Loughlin’s young roster looked like veter-
ans down the stretch. The Lions led 48–42 with 
four minutes left in the game. Hayes (11–7, 8–3) 
responded with a 14–10 run leaving Loughlin 
(7–8, 4–6) in need of some last-second heroics. 
Hayes was coming off a win over Long Island 
power Long Island Lutheran in the consolation 
game of the Sportsnet New York Invitational. 

“We just stayed together tonight and kept 
pushing,” Williams said. “Cardinal Hayes is a 
tough team to beat. We just kept grinding.” 

The game’s fi rst two quarters were sloppy 
and it looked like no team wanted to grab mo-
mentum from the other. Loughlin woke up on 
offense in the second quarter, coming out on an 
8–0 run to take the lead from Hayes, 16–12. Af-
ter the run, Loughlin struggled to score and al-
lowed Hayes to fi ght back. At halftime, Lough-
lin narrowly led 20–19. 

Hayes came out on a quick 4–0 run, followed 
up by Loughlin going on a 13–7 run in the third 
quarter. Loughlin showed a little bit of urgency 
and went into the fourth quarter up 40–33 over 
Hayes. 

A bright spot for Cardinal Hayes was the 
limited return of 6-foot-10, Manhattan College-
bound center A.K. Ojo. The senior has been out 
the last fi ve weeks with a knee injury, and only 
played about 10 minutes against Loughlin. The 
Cardinals’ coaching staff wants to ease the big 
man back into action to avoid another injury. 

“We were hoping to get him 10–15 minutes 
tonight to build up his wind and build him up 
for the rest of the season,” said Cardinal Hayes 

coach Joe Lods. “He’s the biggest guy out there. 
Big guys are few and far between in the league. 
So when you get him back in the lineup, it’s a 
big positive.” 

Hayes struggled from the free throw line 
throughout the night and struggled with turn-
overs early on in the contest. Still, it nearly 
pulled the game out. Senior guard Clive Al-
len prompted a late run by scoring 15 of his 21 
points in the fourth quarter, but the run was 
too little too late.

“We just missed too many free throws,” 
Lods said. “We had a bunch of opportunities, 
but we just didn’t cash in on them. We had 
times where we had the ball in the right spot 
with the right players, and than we committed 
costly turnovers. We just need to get back to 
work. It’s a long season with hills and valleys. 
We’ll fi x it.” 

JUMP SHOT: Nehemiah Boone of Boys & Girls goes up for a shot as 
Joshua Nurse attempts to block him Photo by Gina Palermo

GAME-WINNING MOVE: Bishop Loughlin’s Keith Wil-
liams hits the basket to win the game against Cardinal 
Hayes on Jan. 31. Photo by Steve Schnibbe

Buzzer-beater puts 
Loughlin over Hayes 

nals, and South Shore is once 
again one of the favorites to 
claim the crown this year. 

Fraser is averaging 17.9 
points and 10.6 rebounds per 
game in league play. She tal-
lied 15 points and was the 
most valuable player in South 
Shore’s 49–42 win over New 
Jersey power East Orange 

over the weekend. 
“She’s been good this 

year,” Gladden said. “She’s 
carried us. She’s helped us 
win some games. She knows 
her role and her importance 
to the team.”

Gladden, who lives down 
the block from Fraser in East 
New York, said he knew she 
could get to this level if she 
wanted to. And Cruz, who re-
members Fraser as a weak 
freshman who has steadily 

gotten stronger and more 
confi dent, is happy to see her 
friend rightly being recog-
nized as one of the best play-
ers in the country. 

But honored as she is, 
Fraser said that the accolade 
she wants most now is some-
thing not just for her, but for 
her whole team — a city cham-
pionship.

“I’ve wanted that for the 
longest time,” Fraser said. “It’s 
not only me. It’s my team.”

make up a long and powerful 
front line. They are tough to 
score against on defense also. 
Bard Featherson and Luke 
Schreiner are both strong 
shooters and Najee Larcher 
is a versatile forward off the 
bench. Xaverian is in second 
place in the Brooklyn-Queens 
Class AA division following a 
season of growing pains with 
a young team.

“This is defi nitely the 
year,” Isaac said. “Last year 

we were all juniors. We are 
all seniors this year — we are 
all mature.”

Xaverian (15–3, 8–3) has 
put itself in the city title con-
versation as the only team 
with wins over both division 
leaders Christ the King and 
Iona Prep. Losses to St. Fran-
cis Prep and Holy Cross show 
the Clippers that its margin 
for error is small, but Xaver-
ian believes that, at its best, 
it is right up there with the 
top teams in the league.

 “We expected to be here,” 
Isaac said. “It’s not really a 
surprise.” 

Continued from page 49 
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FRASER

the postponement of three 
league games.

“That stretch where we 
didn’t play hurt us a bit be-

cause we didn’t have a game 
for about three weeks,” Love-
lace said. “But we always 
keep them prepared. It’s com-
ing down to the end. We’re 
playing for playoff seeding. 
They know they always have 
to come prepared.” 

petes with the Jamaican na-
tional team.

Gladden said that Smith’s 
career makes her a powerful 
role model for his players.

“There is not a young lady 
on the team that can say they 
don’t want to do what she 
has accomplished with her 
career,” Gladden said. “The 
young ladies are getting ad-
vice from someone who has 
been where they want to be.”

Her experience as a 
young, female player has 
also allowed her to help her 
own young players grow on 
the court.

“She’s brought this team 
together more,” said Mc-
Donald’s All-American for-
ward Brianna Fraser. “She’s 
taught us how to communi-
cate with one another, how to 
trust one another.”

Smith’s affable and confi -
dent personality has brought 

a new calm to the usually 
high-strung Gladden. 

“She’s calmed Anwar 
down a lot,” said senior guard 
Amanda Cruz. “If we make a 
mistake we are not nervous 
anymore. We have it under 
control now.”

South Shore is 16–4 and 
in the running for the top 
seed in the upcoming Public 
School Athletic League play-
offs.

Smith hasn’t completely 
given up on her professional 
playing career, saying she is 
open to going overseas again 
after a year off, but for now, 
she is enjoying being Coach 
Smith. The experience has 
already been rewarding — 
and bringing home a city title 
in the process would make it 
that much sweeter. 

“That’s the icing on the 
cake, being able to be with a 
team that can win a city ti-
tle,” Smith said. “I never won 
a city title. It could kind of be 
cool to become a coach and 
win a title.”

Continued from page 50 
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888-847-1024

612 86TH STREET,  
BROOKLYN, NY 11228

ONLINE 24/7 AT BAYRIDGEFORD.COM
See dealer for details. All taxes, tags, and fees not included. Subject to vehicle insurance and availability. Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1017929. Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7111183. Offers exp 2/28/15.

2009 Nissan Altima Coupe S 

CVT, 2.5L 4 Cyl, 
64,599 Miles, 
STK P1372
$11,995

2013 Nissan Versa S

Auto, 1.6L 4 Cyl, 
34,284 Miles, 
STK P1373
$9,995

2009 Nissan Murano S AWD

CVT, 3.5L V6, 
65,672 Miles, 
STK P1371
$12,995

2014 Ford Econoline Wagon
Auto, 5.4L V8, 
18,690 Miles, 
STK P1390
$23,995

A
18
S
$2$

2014 Ford Econoline Wagon 

Auto, 5.4L V8, 
24,286 Miles, 
STK P1393
$22,995

2014 Ford Econoline Wagon

Auto, 5.4L V8, 
18,880 Miles, 
STK P1395
$23,495

2008 Jeep Liberty Sport 2010 Jeep Grand Cherokee 4WD 2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee 4WD

$12,990 $14,900 $26,400

Auto, 3.7L V6, 
36,352 Miles, 
STK P01205

2014 Dodge Durango Limited

$31,900

Auto, 3.6L V6, 
15,969 Miles, 
STK P01083

Auto, 3.7L V6, 
56,431 Miles, 
STK T01191

Auto, 3.6L V6, 
38,211 Miles, 
STK P01195

2014 Dodge Durango Citadel
Auto, 5.7L V8, 
14,095 Miles, 
STK P0950

$39,900

2013 Jeep Grand Cherokee
Auto, 3.6L V6, 
34,487 Miles, 
STK P01203

$27,400
All taxes, tags, and fees not included. Subject to vehicle insurance 

and availability.  See dealer for details. 
Dept. of Consumer Affairs (DCA) #1435478,  

Dept. of Motor Vehicles (DMV) #7114167. Offers expire 2/28/15.

Freedom from 
your current 

vehicle!

up to 130% of 
book value for 

your tradE!*

*Negative equity carries forward. Dependent upon condition. Must be  
drivable, without damage, clear Carfax & state inspected. See dealer for details.

to

C O U N T Y B R O O K L Y N C H R Y S L E R . C O M

2286 Flatbush Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11234 866-753-0895


